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Wednesday March 1st
Ash Wednesday is the holy day that begins the penitential
season of Lent in preparation for Easter.
Christ Church offers four worship services that day to meet a variety
of schedules. Each service includes the imposition of ashes and Holy
Eucharist.
• 7 AM and 10 AM Quiet Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel.
• 5 PM: A service designed for children and their families in the
Chapel. All are welcome.
• 7 PM: Ash Wednesday service with the Christ Church choir in the
church.
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From our Transition Priest in Charge
Dear Christ Church Friends,
You may have noticed that February this year felt more like April. Our
neighbors’ bulbs responded accordingly, poking green shoots above the
ground. Around the corner, I saw a lawn covered with blooming crocuses,
and two daffodils already in bud!
But in my yard? In the beds where I hopefully planted all those bulbs last
fall? Nada. Nothing. Just brown, bare dirt. Perhaps the bulbs became
squirrel food. Or, maybe it’s a sign that the garden is running on empty.
Perhaps it can’t nurture the bulbs because it needs nurturing itself.
That can happen to us human beings, as well. Which is why God gives us
Lent. This season is about penitence, it’s true; it’s about turning away
from what is not working for us. But even more, it’s about letting God feed
and nurture our souls.
Christ Church’s custom has been to offer a special Lenten program on
Sunday evenings. We are planning a Taize service on one of those
evenings—stay tuned!—but our main Lenten offering this year will be on
Sunday mornings, during the Adult Forum, so that more of us can
participate.
We are using 5 Marks of Love, a series created by the Society of St.
John the Evangelist, an Episcopal order of monks, in Cambridge,
Massachusetts. The Brothers describe it this way:
“If we are ‘marked as Christ’s own,’ (in Baptism) what are the ‘marks of
love’ that characterize the Divine Life abiding and at work within us?
“This series offers a chance to notice and reflect on ways in which
Christ’s love expresses itself in and through us, in our faith
communities and in the world around us.”
This series aims to nurture us all week. You can, if you wish, sign up to
receive a daily video by email, (go to ssje.org, and click on “5 Marks of
Love”) with a reflection question. You can also download a free
workbook.

Because the Clarion is
posted online, we no
longer list phone
numbers or email
addresses for
individuals.

At the Adult Forum, we’ll watch and respond to one or two of the week’s
videos—and also respond to (question, argue with, etc.!) the sermon.
Whatever you choose to do this Lent, may it feed your soul. May God
nurture us all, these 40 days, so that by Easter our souls will bloom with
new life.
Peace be with you all,

Margaret Holt Sammons+
Transition Priest-in-Charge
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Worship… Offering meaningful, relevant, and

welcoming worship in the Episcopal tradition for people
of all ages.

Date

First Lesson

Psalm

Second Lesson

Gospel

3/5

Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–7

Psalm 32

Romans 5:12–19

Matthew 4:1–11

3/12

Genesis 12:1–4a

Psalm 121

Romans 4:1–5, 13–17

John 3:1–17

3/19

Exodus 17:1–7

Psalm 95

Romans 5:1–11

John 4:5–42

3/26

1 Samuel 16:1–13

Psalm 23

Ephesians 5:8–14

John 9:1–41

Wednesday 10 AM
Service: Christ Church’s
Best-Kept Secret
Every Wednesday morning a small
faithful group gathers in the Chapel,
to share the Eucharist, and also to
pray for healing for those in our
parish and beyond. I’ve found it to be
a wonderful oasis; a chance to stop,
and breathe in God’s renewing
Spirit.
The brief homilies lift up a hero of
the Christian faith, whose day falls
during that week. Some of the saints
coming up in March are:
•
March 8: Perpetua and her
Companions Courage in hard times
•
March 15: Patrick of Ireland
Kidnapped youth, wise missionary
•
March 22: Oscar Romero of El
Salvador. Bishop with a changed heart
•
March 29: John Donne Priest
and poet

You are welcome to join us.

Most Sundays at the 10
o’clock service, Myra Dean
Banion offers prayers for
healing to the right of the
lectern. Worshippers are
welcome to come to the
station either before or after
receiving Communion. If no
one is present, remain after
worship and someone will
pray with you. You’ll be
asked to state your concern.
You will be anointed with
Holy Oil and the Trinitarian
blessing followed by prayer.
You will receive a card
during the week with the
message that you will
continue to be remembered
in prayer.
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STAFF HOURS
Transition Priest-in-Charge: The Rev. Margaret
Holt Sammons , Tuesday through Thursday
Senior Warden: Bonnie Shelburne, by
appointment
Jr. Warden: Dana Waggoner, by appointment
Deacon: The Rev. Rick Incorvati, by appointment
Parish Administrator/Program Coordinator: Kelly
Zeller: Monday–Friday 8:00 AM–12 PM
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Denise Wells
Organist and Choir Director:
Dr. Christopher Durrenberger, Sunday
mornings and by appointment
Facility Manager: Paul McAfee
Monday–Friday, 7–11 AM
Bookkeeper: Gayle Culler
Tuesday and Thursday 8–10 AM

Inclement Weather Policy

Thank you from...

On behalf of the entire Alduino family, I
want to express my thanks to all Christ
Church parishioners. The Church has
been a huge part of our lives and we will
miss it dearly. As a parent of a special
needs child, you are often on edge and
protective of their environment. Christ
Episcopal Church was one place we
could let our guard down and Jamie
could just be Jamie. We will be forever
thankful for Joe Lewis and the rest of
those involved in Christian Education.
They have made a lasting impact on
Jamie's spiritual growth.

... Otto Anderson, for the wonderful gifts and
allowing me to serve with you the past four years.
... IHN for the generous donation of $50.00
... Clark County Literacy Coalition for the generous
donation of $50.00 from the Peace and Patches
club.
... Project Woman for the generous donation of
$62.50.
... Kelly Zeller for the extremely generous compliments
and kind offers of help and support. I’m feeling so
blessed!!

Thank you to...
... All who helped with the preparations of the Annual
Meeting, attended the meeting, and signed up for a
ministry or a job to do!
... Chris Oldstone-Moore, chief chef for the Pancake
Supper on Shrove Tuesday, and all who helped
cook and/or clean up.
... Fred Bartenstein, the Master of Ceremonies for the
Shrove Tuesday Talent Show.
... Gwen Scheffel for organizing the birthday party for
the residents of Shawnee Place 6.

•

•

•

If the Clark County Sheriff calls a Level
2 Snow Emergency, Christ Church is
closed. This includes the office, Pub
Theology, choir practice, and any other
Christ Church activity.
If Christ Church has to close on a
Sunday, we will do our best to send out
an email, post on Channel 7, and put it on
the Christ Church voice mail.
Be safe! Whatever the snow emergency
level, use your best judgment to be safe.

Letter of Thanks

I wish you all well as you progress
through this exciting(and sometimes
stressful) transition. May God bless you
and in the words of Garrison Keillor, "Be
well, do good work, and keep in touch.”
With Love
Jamie, Amy and John
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Education… providing people of all ages rich
opportunities to form a strong spiritual relationship
with God so they may become good stewards of
their faith to themselves and others.
Confirmation Class
Schedule
A class of 5 young people and 6 adults
is meeting to learn more about the
Christian faith and our expression of the
faith in the Episcopal Church. Reminder:
we will meet on the following Sundays at
noon. Please read the following
chapters of the book:
•
•
•
•
•

February 26: History
March 12: Faith
March 26: Navigating the Church
April 2: Worship and Sacraments
April 30: Spirituality

Judy Johnson and Margaret Sammons
Come to the Dayton Bach Society’s
performance of Bach’s St. John
Passion, 3/5/17 at 4:00 P.M.
Kettering Adventist Church 3939
Stonebridge Rd. Kettering, Ohio
Bach Society singers, including Christ
Church’s own Fred Bartenstein and Joy
Carter, join forces with soloists,
orchestra and the Kettering Children’s
Choir Cappella to perform this
masterpiece during the season of Lent.
Group rate tickets are available from
Fred: $15 for adults; $10 for children
Following the performance, we’re
all invited to Greg and Margaret
Sammons’ home, 208 Lewiston
Road, Kettering, for a buffet
supper. Please RSVP to Margaret:
sammons.margaret@gmail.com

More about “5 Marks
of Love”
The series was inspired by the Anglican “Five
Marks of Mission.” They are:
1. To proclaim the Good News of the
Kingdom. TELL
2. To teach, baptize and nurture new
believers. TEACH
3. To respond to human need by loving
service. TEND
4. To transform unjust structure, to challenge
violence of every kind, and to pursue
peace and reconciliation. TRANSFORM
5. to strive to safeguard the integrity of
creation, and sustain and renew the live of
Earth. TREASURE
Through daily videos and questions for
reflection, this series prayerfully explores a
different “mark of love” each week.
The Marks of Love are not a list of tasks to be
checked off. Instead, they are signs of a life
rooted and grounded in the Being of God. The
Brothers of the Society of Saint John the
Evangelist (SSJE), an Episcopal order in
Cambridge, Mass., draw on their own monastic
spirituality to help us find a balance between
contemplation and action - so that our words
and deed proceed from the deepest places of
our hearts, where God dwells. - ssje.org
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Hospitality…welcoming, nurturing, and
supporting the members of our parish and
greater community.
Birthdays
Alan Ladd ........................... Mar-01
Joann Albright .................... Mar-02
Keith Harbaugh .................. Mar-03
Aliviya Payne ..................... Mar-04
Susan Goble ...................... Mar-05
Stacy Whitt ........................ Mar -06
Bailey Doan ....................... Mar-07

Judy McGregor ..................Mar-08
Doug Smith ........................Mar-13
Deb Southward ..................Mar-16
Babs Reed .........................Mar-16
Olivia Chitkara ....................Mar-17
Sofia Riker .........................Mar-18
Ian Shelburne .....................Mar-18
Wayne Southward ..............Mar-24

The next outing for the “Lunch
Bunch” is on Tuesday, Mar. 14
at 11:30 AM at Linardo’s Villa
Restaurant, 2230 E. Main St.,
Springfield, OH. This group
welcomes all men and women
who are available at lunchtime
for some good food and
fellowship. Email Anita Beardsell
(anitabeardsell1234@gmail.com) to RSVP.
If you need a ride, let Anita know that as well.

Results of the Annual Meeting
The following
business of the
church was
conducted:
v The Constitution was approved.
Elected:
v Vestry: Sr. Warden. Bonnie
Shelburne; Jr. Warden, Dana
Waggoner; Youth Representative:
Helena Buckman.
v 3-year Vestry terms: Marilyn Howat,
Christopher Wells, Ty Buckman.
v Delegates to diocesan convention:
Bonnie Shelburne, Brian Shelburne,
Ken Bladh, and Ed Hasecke.

Traudie Milleck .................. Mar-25
Norm Silliman .................... Mar-25
Jennifer Oldstone-Moore ... Mar-27
Kevin Rigsbee ................... Mar-27
Gwendolyn Scheffel .......... Mar-27
Lori Swafford ..................... Mar-27
Wade Smith ....................... Mar-28
Jacob Lewis ...................... Mar-31

Prayer shawls are
available in the East
Entrance. The Prayer
Shawls can be given to
anyone needing
comfort during
difficult times. Please complete the last line
of the card and place in the box on the
table. If you have any questions please
contact Joan Hurley at
jahurley500@gmail.com.
The Search
Committee is
meeting weekly.
At their first
meeting on February 16, with the Rev.
Canon Lynn Carter-Edmands, they elected
the following:
Chair: Fred Bartenstein (appointed by
Vestry)
Vice Chair: Dawn Ivy
Recording Secretary: Dan McGregor
Assistant Recording Secretaries: Helena
Buckman, Kevin Rigsbee
Corresponding Secretary: Ed Hasecke
Editor/Designer/Website Collaborator:
Liz Wheeler
Communicator: Marilyn Howat
Chaplain: Kent Brooks
Please keep them all in your prayers.
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Outreach…helping to provide the physical,

material, social, and spiritual needs in Springfield
and beyond

PANTRY NEWS
Thank you to those who helped with the February Food
Pantry! Food was given out to 109 families. We distributed
meat, pizza crust, cereal, and canned good plus the extras
of toilet paper, bars of soap, and toothpaste. Also
distributed were food items collected in the baskets at
Covenant Presbyterian Church and Christ Episcopal
Church—these items are appreciated!

Kroger Community
Rewards Program
Christ church participates in the Kroger
Community Rewards program. We
receive a rebate quarterly based on purchases tied to
Kroger Plus Cards enrolled in the program. If you have
questions, or do not have a Kroger Plus Card, call the
church office. Christ Church received a total of $1,043.74
in 2016. These rebates support our outreach.

Toilet Paper Reminder
Our pantry is one of the few to give out
toilet paper. While T.P. is something
most of us take for granted, this
necessity cannot be purchased with the SNAP (A.K.A
food stamp) card. A donation of a package of toilet
paper is a great contribution to this amazing ministry!

IHN Dinners
April 16th and 22th

Christ Church is responsible for
providing dinner to the guests
staying at Interfaith Hospitality
Network on Sunday, Sunday, April
16th and Saturday, April 22nd.
The sign-up sheet is in the East
Entrance. To volunteer or ask
questions, contact Lori Swafford at
lori.swafford67@gmail.com.

Buy Stuff; Support the
Pantry!
You can help Christ Church raise funds
for our Food Pantry with this easy
fundraiser. The Amazon Associates
program allows Christ Church to earn
4% on all purchases originating from
our web site. Go to www.christ-inspringfield and scroll down to the
Amazon box. Select a category; enter a
search term, and then click the Go!
Button. Once your search results are
displayed, shop around for the best deal
on the products you need and make your
purchase. Christ Church has already
received $ 207.43 in rebates in 2016.
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Outreach…con’t

Keep saving those pennies!
The pennies collected are used to help
support the Warder Literacy Center in
Springfield. Once the pennies total $25, a
check is sent to the Warder Literacy Center
to help support literacy in Clark County.
What an easy way to help someone learn to
read! If you have any questions please
contact Dodi Holmes at 937-390-0764.

23rd Annual Empty
Bowls: Thursday,
March 16th

The 23rd Annual Wittenberg University
Empty Bowls is Thursday, March 16th
from 4:30–7 PM (Central Dining Room,
Student Center of the Wittenberg
Campus). Bowls are $15, which includes
a humble meal of soup and bread. The
goal is to raise $45,000 this year. All
proceeds go to the Second Harvest Food
Bank. For more information, contact
Scott Dooley (937-327-6327).
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Empties4Cash will accept empty cartridges, and reimburse
Christ Church. Seal your empty printer cartridge in a zip-loc
bag, and place it in one of the baskets outside of each
entrance to the sanctuary or bring it to the church office.
Only those small enough to fit in the palm of your hand
are acceptable. So far in 2016, Christ Church has received
$32.05 in rebates, which are used to support our outreach.
Keep those cartridges coming! Questions? Call the church
office.

Wayne and Deb Southward ......................... March 15
Ted and Wendy DeLong ............................. March 27

Day of Change: Sunday, March 12th
As our clocks “spring forward”, we will once again
collect loose change (bills gladly accepted too!) to
support our Christ Church Food Pantry. Use your
change to make a change in the lives of the
hungry. Baskets will be passed at each service for
this offering.

Transition Priest in
Charge: The Rev.
Margaret Holt
Sammons
Senior Warden:
Bonnie Shelburne
Junior Warden: Dana
Waggoner
Deacon: The Rev. Rick
Incorvati
Treasurer: Ken Bladh
Secretary: Kelly Zeller
Vestry Members:
John Alduino
Anita Beardsell
Ann Chitkara
Don Ehlinger
Dawn Ivy
Sophie Smith
Jake Studebaker
Eman Trillana
Ian Waggoner
Don Wheeler

Palm Sunday: April 9 at 8 and 10 AM
The Liturgy of the Palms and Eucharist
Maundy Thursday: April 13 at 6 PM
A simple meal in the Parish Hall with Eucharist. At the close
of the meal, we process to the church together for the
stripping of the altar.
Good Friday: April 14
5:30 PM: Good Friday Family Service, in the chapel.
7 PM: Good Friday liturgy in the church with the choir
Easter Sunday: April 16
8 o’clock: Quiet Holy Eucharist with hymns
10 o’clock: Festive Holy Eucharist with Choir.

