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Members of St. John’s, Columbus, celebrate Palm Sunday during Street Church. After the Sunday service
inside the church building, members head to the streets to gather for worship with their neighbors, some
homeless, some just passing by. After they share the Eucharist, they share in a simple meal and fellowship.

Summer camp awaits you! Register now
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
Campers – young and old – will explore this summer
at Procter Camp & Conference Center a theme drawn
from the baptismal covenant: To seek and serve Christ
in all people. The theme will be threaded through every
aspect of camp, guiding the formation and curriculum
tracks, fun and games, the Scripture lessons during
the daily Eucharists and the campfire talks led by the
chaplains.
Mission work will play an important role throughout
the camps. In addition to some special projects, campers
will have an opportunity to work in the Procter garden,
nurturing vegetables that will be used at the center as
well as donated to local food pantries. As part of their
training – and to underscore the significance of mission,
the camp staff will begin their summer with a mission
trip to Athens, Ohio, to volunteer with the Good Earth
Hunger Mission projects.
The camp schedule has expanded this summer, with
a third family camp. Traditionally the last family camp
filled up during the summer as campers at early sessions
were hungry to return to Procter for one more summer

camp. In 2009, both family camps filled before the summer began. The staff also brought back the 1,2,3 camp
for children entering first, second and third grades and
their chaperone.
“I tell my staff each year that I don’t care if these kids
are also going to Disney or Europe or an a cruise … I
want their week in the cornfields to be their best week
of the summer,” said Rob Konkol, the diocese’s director
of youth and summer camp. “We keep that attitude at the
beginning of the season – and at the end.”
Konkol said church camp offers an opportunity to
build relationships with friends from around the diocese
and to grow in the spiritual journey.
For Konkol and his wife, the Rev. Jane Gerdsen, the
summer also will be about new beginnings. They are
expecting their first child, a boy, in early June.
“I’m building the camp program one kid at time,”
laughed Konkol. Their baby might break a record as
youngest camper – the couple expects he’ll attend the
first family camp!
Register for the summer camps online at
www.youth.diosohio.org. For additional brochures or
information, contact Rob Konkol at youth@diosohio.org.

Wesley Workman didn’t know those crisp spring days would be
his last.
Handsome and popular, Wesley led his football team in tackles for
three years. He was a little lazy when it came to studying but the kind
of kid who befriended everyone.
When he playfully turned the gun to his head, laughing with his
buddies, his father upstairs, Wesley felt invincible. Drugs will do
that.
At about the same time, Bob Walton Jr. was connecting the dots.
A township trustee in Scioto County where the hills of Appalachia
rise along the Ohio River, Walton saw burglary
reports jump from the occasional smash-andgrab to nine and 10 break-ins a night. Ambulance
squad calls showed a huge uptick in 20- and
30-year-olds going into respiratory arrest. White
collar crime was on the rise, and more and more
kids were coming to school hungry.
New pain clinics opened in the township and
across the county. The number of prescriptions
written for “hillbilly heroine” -- painkillers like Bob Walton Jr.
Oxycontin and Vicodin -- skyrocketed. For the
first time, unintentional poisoning – nearly all from prescription drugs
– was the leading cause of death in Scioto County.
“What is happening here is immoral,” said Walton, a member of
All Saints, Portsmouth. “For the first time in my life, I truly believe in
evil. I believe evil is at work here.”
Walton’s first effort in 2008 to address the problem of prescription
drug abuse stalled. The Drug Enforcement Administration said they
were focusing on the issue. Walton tried to quietly gather people to
fight the problem. Some were interested; others preferred to ignore it.
The DEA left town. It was hard to get any traction.
So Walton relied on his lifelong interest in politics and began community organizing. He contacted stakeholders – the police and the
prosecutor’s office, addiction and recovery agencies, family members
and victims, mothers and fathers. At the first town hall in November,
120 people showed up. At the next meeting, 250 came. In late March,
it was standing room only at the Pipefitter’s Hall in downtown
Portsmouth.

please see EPIDEMIC, PAGE 5
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Moving from No to Yes

We enter into 50 days of Easter – hardly enough time to
take in the way we have walked together as a diocese, moving from the mingled joy and lament of Palm Sunday, to the
sweet table-fellowship of Maundy Thursday, through the
harsh reality of the cross to the eternally new day of resurrection.
On Palm Sunday we joined the multitude that welcomed
Jesus into our midst as king. I was at Trinity, Columbus that
morning, and I reminded them that Luke’s account of this
event is slightly different from that in the other gospels. In
Luke’s version, the people shout “Blessed is the king who
comes in the Name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory
in the highest heaven!” (Luke 19:38) All the Gospels narrate this welcome, but only Luke adds the phrase peace in
heaven. This appears to be a direct reference back to another
passage that is unique to Luke – the song the angels sing celebrating Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem: “And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!’”(Luke 2:13-14) The
multitude of angels announces peace on earth, and decades
later, the multitude of disciples announces peace in heaven. It
is a call and response spanning the lifetime of Jesus.
It’s important that we keep this call-and-response in mind
as we reflect on the meaning of Easter. The angels sing God’s
“Yes” to the human race: “yes” to connection with us; “yes”
to our aspirations for peace; “yes” to our prayers for forgiveness; “yes” to our desire for spiritual renewal.
This “Yes” is Jesus, crucified and risen. As Paul says,
“As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been
‘Yes and No’; or the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we
proclaimed among you, Silvanus, Timothy and I, was not

‘Yes and No’; but in him it is always
‘Yes.’ For in him every one of God’s
promises is a ‘Yes.’” (1 Corinthians
1:19-20) Our joy is to say “yes”
back: “yes” to his costly love for us
and “yes” to the new life he invites
us into as a humanity embraced, forgiven and redeemed.
Augustine, a great North African
theologian of the ancient church,
taught that the whole universe is
grounded in this Yes. In his beautiful study of the creation account in
Genesis, he begins by asking two questions: How could God
create light on the first day, when there was as yet no sun or
moon or stars? And why does Genesis say, “And the evening
and the morning were the first day”? Augustine says that the
light must have been the host of angels, whose pure radiance
filled the universe from the moment God created them. But
their creation required more than God’s “let there be” to be
completed. It required their “yes” in return: “We want to be
and we thank you for creating us!” Hence the evening and
the morning: God’s creative “Yes” is the evening of the first
day, and their grateful “yes” is the morning. All the subsequent episodes of creation repeat this pattern, yes on yes.
The whole Bible can be summed up in the claim that
God’s Yes is forever and will never be taken back. As
Christians, we believe that Jesus’ way of life, his teaching, and his willingness to die rather than compromise
on love is God’s resounding Yes in the face of our No.
We know that the multitude that greeted Jesus on Palm
Sunday ended up calling for his crucifixion. They went from

Bishop
Thomas E.
Breidenthal

Interchange, website, ECSF earn top awards
The communications work of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio – and Episcopal Community Services Foundation –
received top honors in the Polly Bond Awards presented
last month during the annual Episcopal Communicators
conference. The Polly Bond Awards recognize excellence
in communications in the Episcopal Church. Judges are
recruited from the secular and religious press, including
the St. Petersburg Times, ABC News and United Feature
Syndicate, as well as leading marketing and graphic designs
companies around the country.
In awarding Interchange with the Award of Merit for
General Excellence, the judge praised the paper as “a real
magazine with staying power – people will keep it around to
read.” The judge appreciated Interchange for its wide variety
of stories that go beyond event coverage or bulletin board
items. The newspaper gives a “good sense of what’s going
on around the diocese” with “plenty to explore on every
page.” The newspaper is produced by Richelle Thompson,
editor and director of communications, and assistant editor
Julie Murray, with Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal as the
publisher.
Southern Ohio received Awards of Excellence for news
writing and design for Interchange and the diocesan website. Thompson’s story about how churches and individuals
were responding to the economic recession received top
honors. She received second place for an article about the
merger of two southeast churches to create Holy Trinity,
Bellaire. The graphic design of Interchange “is extremely
clean and strong,” said the judge. “Very readable and infor-

mation – at the same time, it has a lively, contemporary and
inviting quality.”
The diocese’s newly designed website,www.diosohio.org
was praised for its “simple and effective navigation.” The
judge appreciated the social media links, calendar function
and use of Picasa for its photo gallery and said the site presented “good use of colorful, well-placed action images.”
The Gifts of the Spirit marketing project spearheaded
by Ariel Miller and Cathy Theobald for Episcopal
Community Services Foundation won an Award of
Excellence. The creative and engaging campaign competed against large churches and marketing campaigns
from across the country.
Murray’s creation of an audio slideshow for the God’s
Web project was honored with an Award of Merit. Her
photo package of the Ukrainian eggs received an Honorable
Mention. The beautiful opening shot “draws the reader into
the lovely display,” said the judge.” It was a nice decision
to include both detail ‘how it’s done’ shots as well as showing church members working in fellowship to paint their
eggs……Well done! I’m sure your readers found this story
to be interesting, and the beautiful images are critical to tell
the story.”
Other honors included an Award of Merit for 1 to 2-page
design and three honorable mentions for photography in
Interchange.
Thompson also was elected by her peers to a threeyear term on the Board of Directors for Episcopal
Communicators.

Yes to No very quickly. So it is for all of us. No sooner have
we left church or youth group or Bible study than we find
ourselves deriding someone on a blog site, or cursing another
driver from behind the wheel, or demonizing a politician
whose agenda we disagree with. It is not surprising that we
should do so, because the social pressure to take sides is
enormous. Despite our best intentions, we are caught up in
No.
Don’t get me wrong. It is important to say No to hatred
and to anything that pushes God away. But God blesses
every Yes that opens us to one another and to one another
in love. It is not always easy to discern when we should say
“yes” and when we should say “no,” but it is safe to say that
God will not blame us if, out of a spirit of generosity and
kindliness, we say “yes” mistakenly. Why? Because God,
out of the abundance of God’s love, has said ‘yes” to us in
raising Jesus from the dead, not to condemn us, but to assert
God’s unrelenting determination to draw us back and hold
us close.
So our Easter work is clear: we must get from No to
Yes. This is scary work, because it means the erasure of
many boundaries and habits and rules by which we define
ourselves as separate from one another and by which we
barricade ourselves from change. Not that boundaries and
rules are bad, but they are no good if they do not help us
stick with Jesus’ Yes. We are invited in this joyous season to
a certain recklessness and abandon – the youthful energy that
moves so easily from love to purpose to action. May Christ
who died and rose for us invigorate all of us, young and old,
for this adventure. For “if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation; see, everything has become new!” (2 Corinthians
5:17)

Getting to know…David Robinson
David Robinson joined the diocesan staff in January for a shortterm appointment as the controller. He has a strong background
as a finance executive and most recently worked with the
Jefferson Township Board of Education and as a consultant to
the Ohio Department of Education. He holds a bachelor of science degree in business administration
from Xavier University. Robinson lives in
Sharonville with his wife Amy, an elementary school teacher, and their three
daughters, Madison, 12, Kennedy, 6 and
Raegan, 3. David shared a little about
himself with Interchange.
What do you do in your spare time?
I’m a ‘soccer dad’ — it consumes everything that I do.
What are you reading?
Uncommon, by Tony Dungy. And I just finished Championship
Fathering, by Carey Casey.
What would you do if you had an extra hour in the day?
I’m really in a parenting mode. I just joined a father’s group at my
kids’ school. If I had an extra hour, I would spend it thinking about
how to be a better parent—what am I imparting to them, how am
I teaching them to be better adults? Right now, I’m just “in” parenting—not thinking about it, just doing. I’d spend my hour thinking
about and being more conscious of what I’m teaching my kids.
What is something surprising about you?
I surprised my wife and sang to her at our wedding. The song was
“Everything You Touch,” by The Winans. The groomsmen started
out, and then took the choir part while I sang the lead. People are
still talking about it!
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Being the Body of Christ
Bishop Breidenthal, Bishop Rivera and I just returned from our
annual retreat of the House of Bishops. Unlike General Convention,
which includes all orders of laity, priests, deacons and bishops, the spring
meeting of bishops does very little business and is much more informal.
It is an opportunity to be with a part of the Body of Christ who share the
unique office of bishop and to reflect with one another in very intimate
ways.
Each day of our gathering is framed by regular worship, Bible study,
presentations and discussion. Meals are often shared with special interest groups and late-night informal time is great for one-on-one catching
up. All of this feeds the soul and builds up the body in a life-enhancing
way.
This year we spent time looking at the emerging church, the topic of
same-sex relationships (we here in Southern Ohio are way ahead of the
curve on this issue, thanks to the good work of the committee Bishop
Breidenthal assembled) and discussed a report of the church called
Around One Table. Concerning this latter report, happily we did not
dwell on statistics but rather on a couple of theological themes that are
at the heart of the church, namely the incarnation and salvation. By the
way, our own Bishop Tom was the keynote presenter on this latter topic
and gave an excellent presentation. In his short tenure in the House,
he has come to be recognized as one of our most respected and valued
theologians.
Bishop Rivera, who is newly among us here in Southern Ohio, also
was prominent, for she now chairs the House of Bishops planning committee, on which I serve. I know the work that goes into planning these
meetings, and we are fortunate to have her skills.
A former Southern Ohioan was also present briefly. Chris Thompson,
the former rector of All Saints, Portsmouth, was one of eight nominees
for the office of Bishop of Federal Ministries (Armed Forces, Veterans
facilities and prisons). Although Chris was not ultimately chosen, I was
impressed with his knowledge and presentations.
Although most of us dread the thought of seven days “away” and
always say we never know how we can spend that much time away
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The Rt. Rev. from “work,” I have come to realize that I am much

Kenneth L. healthier and better able to do the work before me
because of these times of support with my sister and
Price Jr.

brother bishops.
No matter what our order of ministry, being able
to share it with others is vital. I feel your support
even though most of my time is now in Pittsburgh,
and I am happy to find a growing community of
clergy support there just as rich as the one we have
here in Southern Ohio. I am now blessed to be part
of two such bodies.
Where the value of this ongoing support is most
evident is, of course, on the congregational level. Our congregations are
the heartbeat of the diocese. Sure, we have a strong diocesan structure
with committees, commissions and tasks forces, but it is in the day-today relationships we have with each other, fed by corporate worship and
communion every Sunday, that we are nourished and sustained. It allows
us to function smoothly as the Body of Christ and of course, all of this is
possible because we have Jesus Christ as our head.
Whenever I go to a meeting of the House of Bishops and hear the
other bishops talking of life in their dioceses, some of which are in
distress at this time, I thank God for the strength we have in Southern
Ohio. I draw upon that strength daily in my other diocese which is also
richly blessed.
This Easter Season would be a good time to make sure that each
Sunday we intentionally include as part of the prayers of the people
prayers of thanksgiving for each other, and for the corporate life we
share in Southern Ohio. We are blessed to be part of the Body of Christ
we call Southern Ohio. God is indeed good to us, and for that, may we
be truly thankful.
Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr. is the provisional bishop of the Diocese of
Pittsburgh and bishop suffragan of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. You can
reach him at kprice@diosohio.org

Notes from the Edge
I have often wondered what Jesus might think of our modern Eucharist.
Oh, alright, ancient-modern Eucharist, seeing as how it’s surprisingly
similar to what the folk in the early Church did. Only, it seems like those
folk had more of the spirit of the thing—that it was a meal.
Recall for a moment the Last Supper—most scholars would say this
is the basis for our weekly Eucharist. What was it like? Who was there?
Men, certainly. Women, probably. Maybe some children? A bunch of
friends, family, maybe business associates, sitting around a table, eating,
drinking, laughing, arguing. What were they eating? Just honey bread
and sweet wine? Seems likely they had hummus and stuffed grape leaves
and pita bread and roasted chicken with lemon…I’m getting hungry just
writing about it. What was it like? It was like a church supper in the best
possible way.
And while our ancient-modern Eucharist is beautiful—don’t ever
quote me as saying it’s not—how true to the original is it? What if, on
a Sunday morning, you came into church ready to set the table with the
tablecloth, dishes and napkins. What if everyone brought something for
a Holy Brunch and, in the midst of the meal, we paused to remember our
sacred history and give thanks over a loaf of bread and a jug of wine,
passing them among the gathered people, the ekklesia?

We’ve taken this idea and run with it at the Edge
House on the University of Cincinnati campus. On
Alice
Sunday evenings at 6 p.m., we gather together for
Connor
NOSH, a meal cooked either by the group or by a
family from a local church. We set the table, light
candles to signify the presence of the Messiah, read
from scripture, pray, eat and laugh together. We bless
the bread and wine and pass them among us, remembering God’s mighty acts.
I once read in the menu of Columbus’ Blue Nile
Ethiopian restaurant that those who eat together
from the same plate will never betray one another—
bringing to mind Judas’ life and actions—and I believe this is what the
Eucharist is. We trust in one another and return each Sunday to be fed
both by the Sacrament and one another.
If you’d like to join us one Sunday, drop me a line.

The Rev.

Alice Connor is the campus minister for the Evangelical Lutheran Church
at the University of Cincinnati. She works at the Edge (campus ministry
house) and lives in the middle. You can reach her at www.edge-uc.org.
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Businesses give Chocolate Fest a mighty boost
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor

TriHeath, PNC Bank, National Bank and Trust, and
Cincinnati’s celebrated ice cream makers Graeters and
Aglamesis Brothers have collectively pledged $3,750
in sponsorships for the Episcopal Community Services
Foundation’s Chocolate Fest, giving a huge boost to this
annual quest to raise funds for community ministry throughout the diocese.
This is the first time that corporate sponsors have underwritten ECSF’s spring fundraiser. Their donations are enough
to equip church pantries to provide more than 15,000 meals
worth of free food.
The largest grant was awarded by TriHealth, one of
Cincinnati’s two major health care networks, which provides
an array of services from parish nursing to tertiary care at
Good Samaritan and Bethesda North Hospitals.
As a foundation addressing poverty throughout Southern
Ohio, ECSF’s sponsorship request wasn’t an obvious match
to TriHealth’s mission of promoting community health
in Greater Cincinnati. But people with imagination kept
forwarding the request until it reached Sr. Agnes Coveney,
OSU, Executive Director for Mission Integration. She diligently read ECSF’s website, discovering that ECSF grants
go to many neighborhood-based ministries known and
respected by TriHealth staff.
“Your grantees are doing great work!” she said. While
TriHealth grants usually focus on health, “we understand
that meeting basic needs supports health.”
TriHealth’s sponsorship is earmarked for Church of the
Advent’s Open Door in Walnut Hills and St. Andrew’s
Food Pantry in Evanston. Both provide nourishing food to
hundreds of hungry households every month. In addition,
Open Door staff serves as protective payees for almost 100

If you go

Where can you shop for a night at the opera with the bishop, lessons on making stained glass, or a gluten-free wedding cake (or
not: you get to choose exactly what goes in it), all while helping to
solve hunger and homelessness in Ohio?
The ECSF Chocolate Fest Silent Auction! It opens for online bidding
April 5-15, with more than 35 businesses and individuals contributing items. The online auction includes several items that will not
be available at the live event, including a five-day stay at a resort in
Cancun, lobster and clam chowder delivered from Legal Seafoods
and a night at the elegant 19th century Inn of the Patriots in North
Carolina. Several of these items were donated through Bidding for
Good, the online auction website. You also will find a wide selection
of retail gift cards which will be mailed to the winning bidders.
It’s easy to browse and bid on the Chocolate Fest auction catalogue by going to BiddingForGood.com/ECSFsouthernohio. Many
of the items on the website will go to Chocolate Fest with absentee
bidding carried forward to bidding at the event.
The Episcopal Community Services Foundation’s annual Chocolate
Fest is April 17 at St. Thomas, Terrace Park, from 2-4 p.m. Tickets
are $10 for adults, $5 for children under 12, and a maximum of
$20 per family, though freewill donations are welcome. Tickets
entitle you to taste any or all of the contest entries, plus unlimited
refreshing cups of coffee, milk, or ice water to cleanse your palate
between bites.
Reserve tickets by donating online at www.ECSFsouthernohio.org
or mailing a check with a note indicating the number of tickets you
would like, to ECSF, 412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202.
Tickets will be held at the door and walk-ins are welcome.
All proceeds go into grants to help churches to respond to human
need in Southern Ohio through providing food, shelter, prescriptions, and many other vital forms of aid.

mentally-ill people, helping them manage the challenge of
living on their own and preventing many from being evicted
or hospitalized.

The Cincinnati families who founded Aglamesis and
Graeter’s generations ago are dedicated Episcopalians.
Aglamesis’ Randy Young of St. Paul’s, Oakwood, serves
as provost of the Dayton Deanery and Graeter’s Chip and
Debbie Graeter belong to St. Thomas, Terrace Park. They
are joining Bishop and Mariann Price as judges in this year’s
Chocolate Fest bake-off. They also generously agreed to
sponsor the event and donated several gift certificates for
a special pre-Easter mini-auction that ended on the eve of
Holy Week.
The chocolatiers’ endorsement delighted the sponsorship committee of PNC Bank, who promptly agreed to
sponsor Chocolate Fest as well. The Cincinnati office of
the Pittsburgh-based bank manages diocesan and parish
investments, including the William Cooper Procter Fund
and ECSF’s Bishop Blanchard Endowment. PNC sponsors
sports, performances, events, and cultural institutions from
the Pittsburgh Steelers to Cincinnati’s Underground Railroad
Freedom Center, so it was a surprise and a boon for ECSF’s
little Chocolate Fest to win this support.
The sponsorship from National Bank and Trust came
at the request of ECSF grant committee member Peggy
Springer-Lobes, who is co-chairing the chocolate silent
auction. Based in Wilmington, the bank has branches
in Batavia, Hillsboro, Lebanon, Maineville, Middletown,
Milford, Springboro and Waynesville as well as many other
Southwest Ohio towns.
“National Bank and Trust is a community bank by definition and involved in our communities by choice,” wrote
the bank’s Michelle Cron in announcing the sponsorship.
“Our commitment to our customers extends beyond the
walls of our buildings into our communities. We have
staff who live and work in the communities we serve,
and we have a truly vested interest in each community’s
success.”

Theologian to keynote first Thurgood Marshall Symposium
By the Rev. Trevor R. Babb
Interchange Contributor
More than 50 years since the Hon. Thurgood Marshall
argued and won the landmark civil rights case of Brown vs.
The Board of Education, Americans continue to struggle with
the concept of living together in the tensions of diversity.
Mired in an array of prejudices from homophobia to
xenophobia, many in the nation and around the world seem
unable to live with an attitude of reconciliation: an attitude
of respect and civil togetherness in the household of God
and of nationhood. The Diocese of Southern Ohio’s Herbert
Thompson Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians
believes that the call to reconciliation cannot be ignored,
especially within the Christian household. It is integral to
who we are as Christians and paramount to the mission of
the Church.
On May 15, the diocese’s Union of Black Episcopalians
chapter will launch an annual series of symposia honoring
Marshall, who was ultimately named to the United States
Supreme Court and is well on the way to being included in the
Episcopal Church’s calendar of saints. The first presenter will
be theologian Dr. Gilbert Bond, president of the Center for the
PraXis of Christian Reconciliation, scholar, author and former
associate professor of theology and African studies at Yale
Divinity School.

If you go

What: Thurgood Marshall Symposium, sponsored by the Bishop Herbert Thompson Jr.
Union of Black Episcopalians chapter.
When: Saturday, May 15, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch included. Special evening program: May
14 – dinner and informal discussion with keynote presenter Dr. Gilbert Bond.
Where: Procter Camp & Conference Center:
Cost: Free, thanks to generous underwriting by the diocese’s Faith
and Life Commission, the UBE chapter, Christ Church Cathedral,
Church of the Redeemer and other diocesan groups.
Registration: Please register so the Procter staff can have an accurate count. Register online in the Events section of the website.
Information: UBE President Dianne Ebbs at DEbbs@cinci.rr.com or
513.793.0083.

The mission of the PraXis Center gives a glimpse into Bond’s
passion for the ministry of Christian Reconciliation:
“Dedicated to the foundational revelation and identity of God
in Christ as reconciler of the world, and to the centrality of the
Ministry of Reconciliation to the life and vocation of all those
who call Jesus Christ Lord.”
Bond will keynote and lead morning and afternoon workshops on May 15, teaching tools for effective Christian reconciliation. The symposium will take place at the Procter Camp

& Conference Center from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. You may also
sign up for dinner and informal conversation with Bond the
evening before.
Several churches in this diocese have been working actively
to bring about Christian reconciliation. These include the Cross
of Nails reconciliation ministries of Christ Church Cathedral
and Christ Church, Dayton, and the collaborative efforts of
the three Greater Cincinnati parishes: Redeemer, St. Simon of
Cyrene and St. Andrew’s, that hosted a racial reconciliation
forum in 2008 led by Dr. Michael Battle.
During this year’s conference, participants will explore:
How reconciliation facilitates life-giving relatedness as a
compassionate response to human differences.
How we can become agents for reconciliation within our
community.
How to nurture and empower believers committed to reconciliation as a way of life.
When we understand that “the mission of the Church is to
restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ,”
(BCP pg. 855) it is incumbent upon each of us to be agents,
practitioners and advocates of reconciliation.
The Rev. Trevor Babb is rector of St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln
Heights, and vice president of the Bishop Herbert Thompson,
Jr. Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians. Contact him
at stsimonsrector@aol.com.

news

Community rallies to stop drug epidemic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the town drug addict could be your daughter or
your son,” said Dotson, who served as a public
health nurse for nearly 20 years. “But I realized
that there are more and more people having this
kind of problem in their family.”
The efforts of Walton and others to bring the
problem to light are critical, she said.
“Bob isn’t motivated by anything but a love
and desire to see people get help and to make
our county a better place for our children.
And he’s action-oriented. That’s a good thing.
Because we have talked things to death and got
nothing done. It is time to get things done.”

“People are saying, ‘Enough is enough,’”
said Walton. “People are willing to stand up
and say, ‘No more. This cannot continue. We
are taking our community back.’”

‘Miami of the north’
Scioto County is known to the DEA as
“Miami of the north,” said Walton.
“We don’t have the sunshine, beaches and
warm weather, but we’ve got the drugs.”
While most communities face drug problems, Scioto County has a number of factors creating a perfect storm for an epidemic.
Despite a population of only 80,000, the county
recently made the DEA’s Watch List as one of
the top ten counties in the nation for prescription drug trafficking. The county’s location
along U.S. 23 creates a pipeline to Columbus
and bigger cities, and its proximity to Kentucky
and West Virginia stymie a coordinated law
enforcement approach. Added to the mix is
poverty: Scioto County’s unemployment rate
hovers around 15 percent, and about a third of
the children receive free or reduced lunches.
“We are at risk of losing an entire generation,” said Walton. “This issue knows no
boundaries, no socio- or economic lines. It
affects everyone. I’ve heard from people in
half-million dollar homes and from those in
public housing who have a 20-something child
who is hooked on painkillers. Their bank
accounts are wiped out. They’re raising their
grandchildren, and they’re trying to get help for
their child. It is destroying entire families.”
Drugs like Oxycontin and Vicodin are legal
and can be prescribed in moderation by doctors
for pain. And there are legitimate pain management clinics throughout the country. However,
Walton listed some red flags to identify “pill
mills.”
“If your physician dispenses only controlled
substances, if they have an armed guard in their
parking lot, and if they take cash only, there’s a
problem,” he said. Most of the time, these clinics aren’t owned by the doctors but convicted
felons. And although it’s tough to track, law
enforcement officials estimate pill mills generate $60,000 to $100,000 each week – in cash
– Walton said.
The addiction is quick – and harder to break
than heroin. The mix of drugs often prescribed
– oxycodone and hyrocodone with anti-anxiety
pills – can be lethal. It’s not that much different,
said Walton, than the cocktail used up the road
in Lucasville for the death penalty.
And the withdrawal is wicked. “You feel
like there is no more air, like you’re drowning,”
said Walton. “You would do anything to stop
that, even stealing food from your children.”
In just three years, the Counseling Center,
the county’s leading substance-abuse recovery agency, has seen a threefold increase in
treatment requests. Eighty-five percent are for

5

Wesley Workman,
as a boy, starting
his senior year of
high school

Kara Garvin in
kindergarten, in her
mug shot

addictions to opiates – oxycodone and hydro- release of poisonous gas. This is a public health
codone.
emergency. It’s an epidemic.”
Armed with these staggering statistics
Roberts’ public stand comes with a cost. Last
and encouraged by Walton’s task force, the month, she opened her mailbox to find a crude
Portsmouth City and Scioto County health bomb made out of a pop bottle. Authorities
departments came together earlier this year dismantled the bomb, and no one was hurt. But
and declared the county’s prescription drug she refuses to back down.
problem a “public health emergency.” Just as if
“I will not be intimidated by these people,”
the county was facing an outbreak of H1N1 or said Roberts. “There are enough people getting
a hard-hitting tornado, the health departments together now that we can take our community
established an incident command strategy. The back. I’m not afraid of the drug dealers. I’m
task force, at 30 and growing, includes mayors, more afraid to not do anything – to live in a
sheriffs, addiction counselors, victims, prosecu- place that doesn’t care.”
tors and federal drug agencies. Walton handles
the logistics, and the group meets monthly at
Audrey Dotson understands irony.
All Saints Episcopal Church.
For the first time in a long time, her daughter
“I’m one guy fighting to save my community,” said Walton, a father of two young boys. is drug-free. She’s funny and loving.
“She’s back to being my little girl,” said
“I found hundreds of people who wanted to
help. Now we have a structure in place so that Dotson. Then her voice breaks. “And I can’t
even hug her.”
they can.”
Dotson’s daughter, Kara Garvin, is in prisLisa Roberts, a public health nurse with
the Portsmouth Health Department, has taken on, sentenced to life without parole in late
a key role in fighting the prescription drug March after a jury found her guilty on three
problem. Not only does she see the impact counts of aggravated murder. According to the
of the drug abuse on clients, but also she has courts, Garvin and her boyfriend were looking
several family members who have been – or for Oxycontin in December 2008 when they
shot and killed three people
are – addicted.
in Franklin Furnace, a small
“They can get the prescripcommunity on the east side of
tion drugs as easy as candy
Want to help in the fight
Scioto County.
on the street,” Roberts said.
Dotson spent years trying
“Drug dealers will even do
against prescription drug
to get her daughter help but
home deliveries.”
abuse? Contact: Lisa
She praised Walton’s role Roberts at the Portsmouth “it took this for Kara to realize
how bad her addiction was.”
in rallying the community. A
Health Department,
Dotson believes her daughter
lot of people were content to
740.353.8863.
is innocent of the charges and
ignore the problem, she said.
The support group for
plans to fight for an appeal. At
But Walton was willing to take
a stand – and encourage others families or friends of those the same time, Dotson is out
who have died prescription in the community, telling the
to join him.
drug abuse will have its
story of how drugs can ruin so
“The H1N1 scare doesn’t
compare,” Roberts said. “This first meeting at All Saints, many lives.
Portsmouth, at 6 p.m. on
“At first, I didn’t want to
is like a bio-terrorism event
in the way it’s causing death, April 20. Contact: JoAnna talk about it. You never want
disease and fear. The effect
Krohn at 740.259.8348. to show the bad parts of your
family, to let people think that
is the same as if there was a

‘Time to get things done’

How to help

A prescription for success
The task force is taking a multi-pronged
approach. Law enforcement officials are pledging to crack down on dealers and users. Petitions
are circulating, asking Scioto County native Ted
Strickland, the governor of Ohio, and President
Barack Obama to strengthen the laws governing pill mills. Groups are working with medical
agencies to tighten licensing and impose stiff
penalties for doctors running illegitimate pain
clinics. Counseling groups are implementing
new projects to help addicts in recovery.
At the last town hall meeting, plans were
made for a march of civil disobedience, perhaps ending in a local graveyard. Others intend
to picket. Some churches and clergy leaders are
stepping up as well.
“Churches are uniquely positioned to help
fight this,” said Walton. “They can offer education and community awareness. Members can
collectively take a stand and put pressure on
their elected officials.”
On April 20, All Saints will host a new
support group – for families and friends who
have had a loved one die from prescription
drug abuse.
Wesley Workman’s mother, JoAnna Krohn,
is organizing the support group. The date of
the first meeting marks the two-year anniversary since her son played Russian Roulette and
lodged a bullet in the left side of his brain.
Wesley had been to All Saints before, attending one or another of the many addiction
recovery groups that the church hosts each
week. Krohn is making it her life’s work to
help people find their way into these groups,
their way into recovery. And she hopes that the
story of her son’s death will deter many young
people from ever taking the first pill.
“Every choice you make is going to affect
you. I kept hoping Wesley would grow up
and make some changes, but he never got
the chance. He will never grow up. Never get
married. Never give me grandchildren,” said
Krohn. “He was my son. He was a good person
who made some bad choices.”
Despite his drug and alcohol abuse, Wesley’s
young organs were donated and helped save
five other people.
“I take comfort in that,” said Krohn. “And
by sharing his story, I hope he will save other
lives too.”
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Cathedral launches
high school choral
scholar program
By Barbara Lyghtel Rohrer
Interchange contributor
Music has always been an important element of the outreach ministries of Christ Church
Cathedral. People from all walks of city life know
that at the cathedral they can find a musical experience that deepens their worship and heightens
their appreciation. Now the cathedral is pleased
to expand its music ministry by offering exciting,
new professional opportunities to the high school
chorister.
Beginning with the 2010-11 season, four
young choristers from high schools throughout
the greater Cincinnati area will be invited to
join the cathedral choir as apprentices. This new
choral scholar program will provide intensive
training in the art of fine choral singing so that
the students may begin the process of learning to
perform at a professional level. The students will
learn a wide range of repertoire, such as works by
Tallis, Brahms and Howells, as well as spirituals
and music of other cultures. For their efforts, they
will be compensated with a monthly stipend of
$125 throughout the academic year.
“We designed the program as a vehicle to
involve young people in active ministry at the
cathedral,” says Stephan Casurella, the cathedral
director of music. “But it also is a means of augmenting the number of voices in the cathedral
choir.”
Choral scholars will participate in all the duties
of the cathedral choir. This will include the
Thursday evening rehearsals, the Sunday morning Eucharist, monthly choral evensong, observances of holy days such as Christmas Eve, Ash
Wednesday and Holy Week, as well as other liturgies or concerts as assigned by the cathedral.
To apply for a choral scholar appointment, a
student will need to submit an application form
available online (www.christchurchcincinnati.
org/music/choralscholars); an essay explaining
why he or she is interested in the choral scholar
program; and three letters of reference. One letter
needs to be from a music teacher describing the
student’s abilities as a musician. The other two
letters need to be from other teachers, members
of the clergy or community leaders describing
the student’s personal qualities, such as maturity,
responsibility and social skills.
The deadline for applications is May 15.
Applications should be mailed to Christ Church
Cathedral, Attn: Dr. Stephan Casurella, 318 East
Fourth Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202-4299. Final
appointments will be made no later than July
15. Student scholars will begin their duties in
September.
For more information, contact Stephan Casurella
at 513.842.2065 or scasurella@cccath.org.

FORMATION

Education for Ministry:
Taste and See
By Hawley Todd
Interchange contributor

How do you share the story of God’s
grace and goodness in your life so that
others will have some sense of the richness of its texture and flavor?
One of the best-kept secrets of the
diocese is Education for Ministry – EfM.
In future articles, I will share more of
the practicalities of how one becomes
involved in the EfM program and its role
in the life of the diocese. However for this
issue, I’d like to share with you an e-mail
I received from a graduate of the program.
Her description will give you a taste of the
impact of EfM.
“I have so many thoughts about EfM.
And so many experiences that are still
with me: the room, the table, the chairs,
your phone, keeping track of the time,
the sounds from inside and outside, the
people, but especially the way in which
the material, the discussion, and the leadership led me more and more deeply into
my faith and spirit.
“I have two metaphors: the most obvious one is that EfM is like an under-

ground water supply, a spring or aquifer that nourishes
my life every day.
Another is that EfM
is like a supermarket
in a foreign country.
At first you notice
the familiar things,
the rice, the beans,
the detergent, the
things you already
know. But then, little by little, you realize
you are in a different country where there
are hundreds of new foods that are a bit
familiar but full of new possibilities – the
couscous, the naan, the squash blossoms.
And then, as you go further in, there are
weird and wonderful things that you never
even imagined that give a whole new and
delicious meaning to the word ‘food.’
That is how EfM leads you, little by little,
usually connecting what you don’t know
to what you do know, but always headed
to a higher understanding and enlightenment.
“I think that EfM also gave me greater
confidence in my questions and doubts,

Hawley
Todd

that they are an important part of faith and
they will lead me in fruitful directions.
“My only complaint is that one year is
too short for the New Testament. But you
probably would have a very hard time
getting people to commit for five years
before they knew how good it would be.
All in all, it was terrific experience. Is
there an EfM 2 in the works? Or, maybe
after five or so years after graduation, you
should just do it all again.
“Thank you.”
As an EfM mentor, I will be finishing
my 28th EfM class this May. While the
EfM program takes four years to complete,
students commit for one nine-month segment/year at a time. Prior to beginning the
program, many students wonder about the
time commitment – but after they graduate, most are hungry for more. After all
the years that I have been a mentor, I still
look forward to each class and what new
insight I will have that day!
Hawley Todd is the new diocesan coordinator for Education for Ministry for the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact him at
todd@episcopalhealing.org.

New coordinator named
to formation program
By Julie Murray
Interchange assistant editor
Hawley Todd has been named diocesan
coordinator for Education for Ministry
(EfM). He replaces Emily Jobe, who has
served in that role for two years.
Coordinated through the Center for
Life Formation, EfM is a program of
theological education for lay people
offered by extension from the School
of Theology of the University of the
South in Sewanee, Tenn. The program is
offered in the local congregation and led
by a lay or clergy mentor who is trained
by the School of Theology to facilitate
the seminar group. Meeting weekly for
nine months of the year, over a four-year
period, the student experiences readings
in scripture, church history and contemporary issues and learns various techniques of theological reflection. The role
of the coordinator is to schedule trainings,
promote the program and support the

mentors and groups.
Todd has been deeply involved in EfM
for many years. This spring he will complete mentoring his 28th EfM class and
also has been trained as an online mentor.
He brings a true passion for EfM to the
coordinator’s role.
“I have seen (EfM) impact many participants in extremely positive ways and
think every parish in the diocese should
have an active program,” said Todd. “I
wish I could convey to those considering
embarking on the journey how blessed
they will be by doing it! From the outside, EfM may seem like a lot of work
and a significant time commitment. Yet
the benefits in terms of personal growth
and faith development are immense. Also
many of the deepest friendships that I
have formed in the church have happened
as a result of EfM. I still look forward to
each class and seeing what God has in
store for that day!”
In an effort to raise awareness and

promote EfM throughout the diocese,
Todd will periodically present several
short articles in Interchange, letting participants tell the story of EfM and how it
has impacted their lives.
“Over the years, I have discovered that
the best ambassadors for EfM are those
who have done it and simply share how
it has impacted their lives,” said Todd.
“One of the traditions of the diocese has
been to have EfM graduations at Procter.
I am in favor of continuing that tradition as an option but also encouraging
graduates to have graduation ceremonies
in their home parishes. Years ago Russ
Thompson decided to join one of my
classes at St. Thomas because she witnessed a group of EfM students receiving their diplomas while she and Bishop
Thompson were visiting the parish. EfM
is one of the best education and formation
opportunities that the Episcopal Church
has to offer. We need to let that light shine
wherever possible!”

Christ is risen
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The Lord is risen, indeed

- the condemned man the waning moon
and the condemned man
share this night.
homeless and lost,
they drift through the dark
while we sleep
and the candles burn
down to the end
of their bitter light.
this life time passing
away in a moment,
while women weep
the hour has come
to watch across
night’s darkest haze,
deny the man once again
and walk away free
of nothing, our paradise.
our own skin crawls
to hear the nails, lifted high
we feel the lonely gaze,
of him who loved us,
called us child, and now
we dare not meet his eyes.
Jim Votaw
Redeemer, Hyde Park

Following the Palm Sunday Service, the St. Margaret’s Quintet, under the direction of Percy Jones, visited The
Covenant House Nursing Home to bring cheer to the residents, staff and church members. Entitled “Music in the
Air,” the ladies sang several selections, including God’s Promises, His Eye is on the Sparrow and I Believe.
The quintet has been singing for several years and has been invited to sing at Sinclair Community Gospel Fest,
College Hill Presbyterian Church and for several services at St. Margaret’s. The quintet looks forward to sharing their
love for singing and worshipping our Lord through song for years to come. It was most gratifying to witness the
smiles on the faces of the residents and others.
Members are Kyrie Harris, Ellen McDaniel, Judy Wilson, Brenda Cochran and Valerie Jackson.

~ Brenda Cochran, St. Margaret’s, Dayton

Holy Week in pictures ~ on pages 8-9
I: Lee Daily helps acolyte Logan Clifford vest for the
Palm Sunday service at All Saints, Portsmouth.
II: St Mary’s, Hillsboro, gathered on Tuesday of Holy
Week for a traditional Seder meal, complete with bitter
herbs, lamb and wine. The women wore head scarves
and the men wore prayer shawls. Special music, sung
in Hebrew, gave us an opportunity to understand the
tradition of our fellow Jews. St. Mary’s hosted the
community-wide Good Friday Service, complete with
prayers and messages from pastors from nine churches. The church was full. – The Rev. Judi Wiley
III: Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr. participated in
Pittsburgh’s annual “Blessing Over the City,” an ecumenical prayer service held on Holy Saturday.
IV: At St. Patrick’s, Dublin, parishioners honored

Maundy Thursday with a traditional foot washing.
V: The Rev. Jeff Bunke, rector of St. Anne’s, West
Chester, at the altar during Holy Week.
VI: Bethany School students from grades 2-8 portrayed the Stations of the Cross during the school’s
service commemorating Good Friday. Noah Mehrle
portrays Jesus taken down from the cross, Ola
Balkowiec, center, is Mary, and Jazmyn Underwood,
left, and Sydni Berkhalter are mourning women. The
service was organized by Christian education teachers,
the Rev. Kimberly Knight, Sister Mary Elizabeth, Sheila
Dallas, and Melinda Boyd.
VII: Peter Gammon and daughter Hannah carry the
cross during the Walk of Witness on Good Friday at St.
Luke’s, Marietta.

VIII: The Very Rev. James Larsen baptizes Gabrielle,
daughter of Jeffrey and Annie Booth, at St. George’s,
Washington Twp.
IX: The newest member of St. James, Westwood, Nora
Weldon searches for eggs at the Easter Day egg hunt.
Nora was baptized during the Easter Day service.
X: St. Timothy, Anderson Township, offered an evening
of worship and activities for children and families.
The evening featured the “Prayer Walk,” a participatory
re-enactment of the events of the passion and resurrection. Other activities included dying eggs, making a
cross and a butterfly craft.
XI: Grace, Pomeroy, began Holy Week with “Undie
Saturday” – an outreach to the community. They
gave out nearly 200 gift cards to the Dollar General

store so that families could buy new underwear and
socks for their children. The congregation also served
lunch and gave away clothes and toys that had been
donated by a parish from Long Island, NY.
XII: Easter Sunday celebration at Ascension,
Middletown.
XIII: The Rev. Jennifer West lights the Paschal candle
held by the Rev. Fred Shirley from the new fire on
Easter morning at St Matthew’s, Westerville.
Of note: Special thanks to the many talented photographers who contributed to this photo illustration.
View a slideshow of Holy Week across the Diocese of
Southern Ohio at www.diosohio.org
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Cincinnati East
All Saints, Pleasant Ridge, will begin offering a community meal on the last Wednesday of each month. The Sending
and Serving ministry team is leading the effort to share the
fellowship and hearts of those at All Saints with the wider
community. The first meal will be held April 28. For more
information, contact the church at 513.531.6333.

Cincinnati West

Youth attending the 30 Hour Famine retreat at St. James,
Westwood, raised $770 for World Vision, a Christian humanitarian organization that works with children, families, and
their communities worldwide to tackle poverty and injustice.
In addition to fasting for 30 hours to raise awareness of local
and global hunger, the youth participated in many activities,
including Bible study, building cardboard houses and playing
laser tag. The youth broke their fast by preparing and serving
a free community dinner.

Columbus

To benefit the Licking County Coalition for Housing, St.
Luke’s, Granville, presents the Great Granville Garage Sale
on May 1. Granville residents contribute $35 to the coalition
and in return receive county-wide advertising, a yard sign to
advertise their sale and their location appears on a map that
lists all the sites of the sale. The high school youth group
at St. Luke’s is setting up an area in Opera House Park and
will sell items donated by the congregation to raise funds for
their upcoming mission trip. The hours of the sale are 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Starting at 7 a.m., shoppers can stop by event headquarters in Opera House Park and for a $5 donation, receive
a souvenir bag and a map of all the sale locations with a list
of what they are selling. For more information, visit www.
granvillegaragesale.com.
The Episcopal Church Women at St. James, Columbus,
present their Tea and Treasure Sale on April 25. Items are
donated by parishioners and offered up for silent auction on
the day of the tea. A preview of items and first chance to put

Nic Proctor, Good Shepherd, Athens, was crowned
the 160-pound conference champion in the Tri-Valley
wrestling tournament, helping Athens High School gain
a first place finish and advancing to sectional competition.
Sarah Hobbs, Trinity, Columbus, was named to the
Columbus Dispatch’s Honorable Mention Girls basketball team. Hobbs plays for Upper Arlington High
School.
Scott Hayes, organist and choirmaster at St. Luke,
Granville, has been admitted to Todd Wilson’s studio at
the Cleveland Institute of Music, where he will pursue
a master’s degree in music with an organ performance
concentration.
Ann Wood, St. Luke, Granville, was recently installed
as president of the Licking Valley Memorial hospital
volunteer executive board.
Karen Kent, Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming,
was named a Wyoming Citizen of the Year.

in bids will take place April 18 after the 10:30 a.m. service.
The Tea and Treasure Sale will be held after the 10:30 service on April 25, with final bids accepted until 12:30 p.m.
A luscious tea spread will be provided by the ECW, with
tea sandwiches, crudités and delicious baked goods. All
proceeds benefit the Wildlife Habitat at St. James. For more
information call the church at 614.262.2360.

Dayton

St. George, Washington Twp., will offer a Photo Safari,
a photography workshop for you and your point-and-shoot
camera on April 10 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The cost of the
event is $30 and includes lunch. Professional photographers
Eric Schryver and John Martin will help you learn more
about your digital camera and offer many photography techniques you can use right away. Schryver and Martin offered
a Photo Safari in Columbus in January. To register, contact
Schryver at 937.433.1252 or schryverphoto@sbcglobal.net.
Project Re-Runway kicked-off the rummage season at
St. Paul, Oakwood, with a fun evening of entertainment
and glamour. A silent auction was accompanied by some
great jazz music, and a fashion show complete with a New
York-style runway highlighted some gently used fashions
modeled by St. Paul parishioners. All the donations at Project
Re-Runway benefited relief efforts in Haiti. The event was
staged to put parishioners in the mood to donate to the St.
Paul Rummage Sale, which will take place May 14-15. For
more information, call the church at 937.293.1154.

able “for hire” to help with planting to raise money toward
the trip. Call the church at 513.779.1139 for more information or to place an order.

Northeast

The Episcopal Church Women’s English Garden Tea at
St. Luke, Marietta, will be held April 17 from 3 to 5 p.m.
This will be a typical English tea, featuring delicious pastry
specialties by parishioner Gillian Keeley. The tea will have a
garden theme and there will be a speaker on a gardening subject. Tickets are $10. For more information, call the church
at 740.373.5132.

Ohio River

Miami River

Christ Church Cathedral, through a contract with the
FreeStore Foodbank, has hired a professional outreach worker to staff its new homeless assistance program. Cornelius
Spikes will coordinate services and provide support for
those seeking assistance and those wishing to volunteer to
help. Volunteer friends will be a key component to this pilot
program. Spikes will provide training and assistance in helping volunteer friends carry out their ministry, such as helping
those in need secure the necessary personal identification
that is needed for qualifying for government assistance and
subsidized housing. Cathedral clergy will work with the volunteers to help them understand and nurture the spiritual base
for serving those whose lives are deeply troubled. If you are
interested in learning more or in becoming a volunteer friend,
contact Mark Sackett at msackett@ami-service.com or Dave
Eschenbach at esch@dsinews.com.

The J2A Spring Flower Sale is now on at St. Anne, West
Chester. You can order the most popular spring plants in
hanging baskets, flats, one-quart or three-quart pots or purchase a gift certificate with no expiration. This fundraiser is
being coordinated through Berns Garden Center in Monroe,
who is offering the plants at lower prices than at the garden
center and the funds raised will benefit the J2A 2011 pilgrimage. Plants will be delivered Mother’s Day weekend. You
can order until April 18. Several J2A members are also avail-

Christ Church, Ironton, and All Saints, Portsmouth, are
joining their neighbors to the south, Calvary, Ashland, Ky., for
an evening of worship and play on April 18. A combined choir
will lead the congregation through a Solemn Evensong at All
Saints, Portsmouth, at 5 p.m. Afterward, members from all
three congregations will share dinner and play Nintendo Wii
video games and other activities. Information: 740.353.7919.

Scioto River

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation.
Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202.
Not mass mailing your newsletters anymore? Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to jmurray@diosohio.org and rthompson@diosohio.org.
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Reflection|Deacon testifies before United Nations

By the Rev. Irene Radcliff
Interchange contributor
Normally when I visit the Big Apple, I’m
in a “New York state of mind.” But during a
two-week visit in early March, I was entirely
focused on justice and equality.
As the social justice representative on
the national Episcopal Church Women
board, I attended the 54th United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women. I witnessed more than 7,000 women on a mission
to bring about necessary change.
It was an honor and privilege to represent
Episcopal Church Women, to be a delegate of
the Anglican Communion and, with a group
of Ecumenical Women, to be on a mission, to
listen, learn, testify and witness.
The theme of this 54th gathering of the
women’s commission was BEIJING+15.
The charge was to review the implementations of the 1995 Beijing Declaration and
the Beijing Platform for Action -- to address
the accomplishments, best practices, challenges, obstacles, threats and weaknesses.
Also considered was the relationship between
this platform of action and the Millennium
Development Goals.
The Beijing Platform for Action calls for
a focus on 12 key areas involving women,
including poverty, education and training,
violence, economy, media and human rights.
Violence against women and gender equality was the focus of my address on March 11
to the United Nations’ General Assembly.
Here are excerpts of the address:
“We appreciate the efforts that have been

The Rev. Irene Radcliff (at right) stands with
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, center,
and a colleague, in New York City during the 54th
United Nations Commission on the Status of
Women.
made to improve women’s rights by governments and civil society, including the church.
However, areas of critical importance remain
that are needed to eradicate violence against
women. Previously, the panelists addressed
several of these areas, especially, the need
for education for men and boys, political will
of governments and implementation of and
respect for the laws in response to violence
against women, which we support.
“However, we believe that education, training and reform are essential for police, military, legal and judicial sectors. Community
programs with gender awareness and human
rights education are necessary for men and
boys. Women must be included in these programs and training.
“We believe that in areas of conflict, it is
crucial that women be involved in all peacebuilding and peace-keeping initiatives.
“Survivor-centered legislation and inter-

national mechanisms must be adequately
funded and implemented to support and protect women and girls. This legislation must
include wording that ensures perpetrators
are held accountable, face appropriate consequences and receive professional and spiritual help to change their behavior.”
As activists led and guided by faith, we
began each day with a worship service at the
United Nations Church Center Chapel. These
services, led by women from around the world,
were a wonderment to behold. It was beautiful
to hear the Lord’s Prayer said in so many different languages. I had the honor of participating in
one of the morning services. After the morning
worship service, we gathered at the Episcopal
Church Center. On one of these mornings,
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori met
with us and shared some information about the
restructing of the programs at the Episcopal
Church Center. We also prayed at some of the
parallel events and attended relevant sessions.
We always ended the day with a debriefing of
the events and prayer.
I went with a group of ecumenical women
to meet with the United Nations’ delegation
from the country of Seychelles. We met for
three hours with the ambassador and other
staff members. I was later told that our threehour meeting was unusual -- most mission
visits last no longer than an hour.
New York City has so many beautiful,
ornate, and old Episcopal churches. I had the
pleasure of attending several churches for worship and meetings. At St. James, I attended a
panel discussion about the Church and global
reconciliation. On the panel was Archbishop
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Desmond Tutu, Bishop Gordon McMullan,
a former bishop from Northern Ireland and
Bishop Hays H. Rockwell of Missouri. The
panelists shared their experiences and thoughts
about the role of faith in forgiveness and
reconciliation. They discussed ways that congregations may participate in global reconciliations efforts and challenged everyone to
think about how to become involved through
faith in healing and reconciliation. I was also
able to secure a seat to hear Meryl Streep and
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton talk about
the rights of women.
Over the course of the conference, I heard
many stories chronicling the suffering of
women – from domestic violence, emotional
abuse and genital mutilation. And in some
countries, the Church had not come to their
defense, rather siding with the government.
This entire experience was transforming.
I am thankful for my many blessings and
remember that we must work every day
for our sisters and brothers who are not as
blessed.
I will end with the words spoken by
Hillary Clinton at the 1995 Beijing World
Conference on Women and again on March
12 before the United Nations.
“Human Rights are women’s rights, and
women’s rights are human rights.”
The Rev. Irene Radcliff is a deacon in the Diocese
of Southern Ohio and serves the altar at St.
John’s, Town Street, Columbus. She also is the
member-at-large for social justice issues for the
national Episcopal Church Women. Contact her at
imradcliff@yahoo.com

Presiding Bishop: Stretch spiritual muscles
[Episcopal News Service] Beginning with the example
of the people of Haiti, who “need to practice saying Alleluia”
this year so that they can celebrate Easter in the midst of grief
and darkness, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori
calls on Episcopalians to stretch their spiritual muscles in
order to “insist on resurrection everywhere we turn” in her
2010 Easter message.
***
The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.
(Isa 9:2; Matt 4:16)
The Diocese of Haiti has observed Lent in a very different way this year. When Bishop Duracin and I spoke just
before Ash Wednesday, we talked about how this year would
be different. He noted that the people of Haiti would need
to practice saying Alleluia, so that when Easter came they
could enter in with joy. In the midst of grief and darkness,
it can be exceedingly difficult to believe that resurrection is
a possibility.
Nora Gallagher makes a similar point in her book,
“Practicing Resurrection.”
We are not born with the ability to insist on resurrection
everywhere we turn. It takes the discipline and repetition that
forms an athlete – in this case, a spiritually fit Christian. We
practice our faith because we must – it withers and atrophies

unless it’s stretched. We must continue to give evidence of
the faith that is within us.
Easter prods and provokes us with an immense stretching
exercise. God has renewed a life given to the evil of this
world on behalf of those with no other helper. That earthshattering and tomb-shattering rebirth has planted the seeds
of hope in each one of us. Yet those seeds do not produce
fruit without struggle.
The people of Haiti are finding new life in the midst
of death and struggle. As a nation and a people they have
repeatedly practiced resurrection through centuries of slavery, oppression, invasion, corruption, and privation. The joy
of their art forms – music and painting in particular – gives
evidence of the hope that is within them as a people. They
know, deep in their cultural DNA, that God is continually
bringing new life out of death. Yet each person must discover
and nurture that hope. It is made far easier in community.
The shared hope of a community is essential. Most human
beings cannot long survive the evil and death of solitary
confinement or a concentration camp. It is the shared sense
of suffering and the shared nurture of even tiny embers
of hope that offers life. The greatest cruelty of places like
Guantanamo and Abu Ghraib is the removal and destruction of such hope. The absence or disconnection from other

people as sources of hope leads to suicide and even that mysterious ailment in young children called “failure to thrive.”
The Christian community is about shared hope in resurrection. The citation at the head of this article first buoyed
hope among a people exiled in a foreign land, without the
support of familiar leaders or places of worship. That people
developed a community that could practice its faith in a
strange land, insisting that God was present among them
even in exile. Jesus insists that that light is present even in
the midst of Roman oppression, and that he will gather a
community to remember that light and practice seeing and
discovering it.
The Christian community is meant to be a mutual hope
society, with each one offering courage to another whose hope
has waned, insisting that even in the darkest of night, new life
is being prepared. That work is constant – it will not end until
the end of all things. And still the community persists, year in
and year out, in time of earthquake and war and flood, in time
of joy and new birth and discovery. Together we can shout,
“Alleluia, he is risen! Indeed, he is risen, Alleluia!” even when
some among us are not quite so confident as others. For indeed,
the body of Christ is rising and risen when even a small part of
it can rejoice and insist that God is renewing the face of the earth
and light has dawned upon us.
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CALENDAR

RESOURCES

April
6 – Executive & program staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
6 – Dispatch of Business meets at Diocesan House, 3 p.m. Contact: Jane Dupke Curry at
800.582.1712 ext. 130.
10 – Preacher training at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl
Ruttan at kruttan@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712.
10 – Celebration of New Ministry for the Rev. Jennifer West and the congregation of St.
Matthew’s, Westerville, 11 a.m.
15 – Retired clergy day at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: David McCoy at
614.205.5457.
15 – Affirmative Aging Commission luncheon and St. Simeon and St. Anna award recognition
at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Steve Cuff at 513.899.2285.
15-17 – Godly Play training at Calvary, Clifton. Contact: Helene Ault at 513.861.4437.
16-18 – SOLLI weekend at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at
800.582.1712 ext 136.
17 – Anti-Racism training at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 9 a.m. Training consists of
four parts: reading to be done prior to training,the training day at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, work to be completed after training day and a follow-up meeting that will be scheduled
on training day. This is an anti-racism workshop and not a diversity or multi-cultural workshop. Cost is $10 for lunch. The registration deadline is April 10. Contact: Deborah Stokes at
614.933.8715.
17 – Residency program quarterly meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 9 a.m.
Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712 ext 137.
20 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
21 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10
a.m. Contact: Janice West at 937.278.2249.
23-25 – Diocesan Washington, D.C. excursion & Ohio Day at the National Cathedral
29-May 1 – Commission on Ministry meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact:
Pat Haug at 800.582.1712 ext 103.
30-May 1 – Standing Committee meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the
Rev. Stephen Applegate at 740.587.0167.
30-May 2 – School for Ministry weekend at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay
Sturm at 800.582.1712, ext. 136.

May
4 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
5 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Stephen
Applegate at 740.587.0167.
8 – Preacher training at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl
Ruttan at 800.582.1712 ext 137.
8 – Diocesan Council meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev.
Bruce Smith at 614.486.9452.
13 – Residency program monthly meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 9:30 a.m.
Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712 ext 137.
14 – Celebration of New Ministry for the Rev. Rob Willmann and the congregation of St.
James, Zanesville, 7 p.m.
15 – Parish Administrator Conference at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 9:30 a.m.
For anyone involved with parish administration – administrator, secretary or clergy. Cost $15.
Register online at www.diosohio.org. Contact: Roy Barker at 614.766.2664.
18 – Full diocesan staff meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. All diocesan
offices closed.
19 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10
a.m. Contact: Janice West at 937.278.2249.
21-22 – Deacons retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
31 – Diocesan offices closed for Memorial Day holiday.

Clergy/congregations

Clergy

The Rev. Rosa Autry has accepted a call to serve as assistant rector and
Hispanic missioner at St. Paul’s in the Diocese of Newark.

Congregations
St. Thomas, Terrace Park, has called the Rev. Darrin Elin as rector. He
begins in June.
Beginning search process: St. James, Westwood; Church of the Advent,
Cincinnati
Finished profile: Indian Hill Episcopal/Presbyterian Church
Receiving names: Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming
Interviewing candidates: St. George, Washington Twp.

rest in peace
Carol D. (Dickson) Goclan, of Martins Ferry, died March 19. She was 69.
She was active in her church, Holy Trinity, Bellaire, as well as in the formation and life of the East Central Ohio Area ministry. She also for the past
three years had studied at the diocesan School for Ministries and had completed her preparation for ordination as a deacon in the Episcopal Church. She
served as a part-time chaplain at Cambridge Heights Retirement Community.
Survivors include her husband of 40 years, Joseph Goclan, their children, Michael and Sally Chevalier; six grandchildren; a brother, Charles
Dickson; and a sister, Helen Locke. Contributions may be made to Holy
Trinity Episcopal Church, 553 43rd St., Bellaire 43906.
Sister Margaret Alice of the Community of the Transfiguration died
March 23. She was 84.
Before entering the Community, she trained as a medical technician and
served in the U.S. Army. She entered the community in 1962 and made her life
profession on 1966. She served in a variety of ministries, including serving in St.
Mary’s Memorial Home and Bethany School, working as a hospital lab technician in Puerto Rico and in Texas and as Assistant Superior of the Community.
She also served for many years as a Sister Trustee of the Community and as editor of the Transfiguration Quarterly. She was the first person to complete the then
newly established master of arts in theology at Xavier University. She then went
on to complete a doctorate in communication at the University of Pittsburgh.
She is survived by two biological sisters and by the sisters of the
Community.
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NEWS NOTES

The Good News
Boys Release CD
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We need to pray, we need to pray,
We need to get down on our knees everyday,
We need to ask our Lord and Savior to show us the right way,
When we find ourselves in trouble (brother/sister),
We need to pray!
So goes the refrain of the first cut on The Good News
Boys’ second CD, We Need To Pray.
The memorable song sets a straightforward tone for
the 12-tune CD that combines traditional spirituals with
five original songs and ends, appropriately, with the
simple Thank You Lord. Although the hymns are now
timeworn classics – the oldest dates back to 1909 – the
sound is fresh and the message timely.
The sound of the new CD – and the group itself
– seems “a little like something that’s not been done
yet, but it feels so good to all three of us,” said Wayne
Luessen, baritone vocalist and
mandolin player.
The Good News Boys
got its start in 2002, when
Luessen was asked to play
at St. Timothy’s, Anderson
Township, where he is a
parishioner. The collaboration
worked so well that the Good
News Boys, so named by parish rector, the Rev. Roger Greene, have become regulars
at St. Timothy’s, playing its 5 p.m. Sunday service every
other month.
“I really feel like the church has helped us keep the
focus,” Luessen said. “And I can’t say enough about
what Roger’s done (for the group).”
On this CD, as on the first, Greene wrote the liner
notes. But similarities between the two CDs end there.
The first CD, which came out in 2005, was recorded
simply one Saturday, virtually one song after another in
the sanctuary of a church around Middletown.
The second CD took about nine months and a
more traditional production path at a recording studio.
Recording engineer Rick Hayes helmed the project that
included contributions by steel guitarist Chuck Rich and
the song Without Him I Could Do Nothing by Mylon Le
Fevre.
In another original song, the up-tempo They Didn’t
Know Who They Were Fooling With, “we try to tell Jesus’
life in three verses and a refrain,” Luessen says.
When the CD debuts April 25, the group hopes to
bring the sentiments of these hymns to a wider audience.
But even a dollop of the response the group got from its
first CD would be welcome, too.
“People would tell us it (the first CD) gave a lot of
blessings to them if they were at a low point of their
lives,” said Ernie Vaughn, lead vocalist, bassist and lyricist. “That was (in turn) a blessing to us.”
The disc debuts April 25 at a CD release party at St.
Timothy’s, 8101 Beechmont Ave. The Good News Boys
will play at the 5 p.m. service – all are welcome to attend.
A celebration will follow in the Gathering Space. For
more information on The Good News Boys, visit www.
thegoodnewsboys.com.

– Deborah Rutledge

The diocese’s first bilingual Safe Church training was led last month by Sandra Driggins-Smith, senior warden of Our
Saviour, Mount Auburn. The program allowed English-speaking Episcopalians to watch the selected DVDs in one room,
while Latino members watched the same films in Spanish in another room. The two groups then came together for discussion with the assistance of an interpreter. As the diocese continues to seek out emerging leaders for the church, it is
essential that all Episcopalians participate in this required training. To learn more about the Safe Church training or to
register for a class, visit www.diosohio.org, How Things Work, Policies.

Mission

Fiesta Raises $26K for El Hogar
The first Annual Fiesta El Hogar Celebration and Fundraiser
was held March 7 at the Great American Ballpark Champions
Club. Live entertainment, dinner, celebrity tables, a silent
auction and raffle, fun and fellowship were enjoyed by more
than 250 people. The event raised $26,000 for El Hogar, an
Episcopal school and orphanage in Tegucigalpa, Honduras,
that provides a safe and loving home for about 250 poor and
homeless boys and girls. For more information on El Hogar,
visit www.elhogar.org.

MDG grants available
The National and World Mission Commission encourages applicants to apply for grants that support Millennium
Development Goals projects. Applications are due April 10
for consideration in May. Please visit the diocesan website’s MDG page at www.diosohio.org/Whatwedo/mdgs,
for details and to download an application.

Formation

Bishop, deacons form Council
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has worked with vocational deacons in the diocese to create a Council of Deacons.
“The Council will not only help build a better community
for the deacons that already exist, but also it will assist the
rest of the diocese in discovering how, they too, contribute
and live out the calling of diakonia in our world and as
called for in the baptismal covenant,” said the Rev. Douglas
Argue, the convener for the deacons.
In addition to Argue, the Council of Deacons includes: the
Rev. Ellen Cook, the Rev. Jackie Burns, the Rev. Stephanie
Bruegger, the Rev. Don Eager, the Rev. Bob Howell and the
Rev. George Snyder.
This group will plan the yearly deacons’ retreat; exercise
leadership in articulating the role of the diaconate in common ministry in this diocese; and assist the bishop in developing the community of deacons.
“I’m excited about the myriad of possibilities that exist
in pulling together our deacons and what that can mean for
service in our needy world,” said Argue. “For too long we
have worked separately for common good. The council will
assist everyone in the diocese to live more completely into
the great commandment of loving our neighbor.”

Formation Commission:
Living out baptismal covenant
On May 1, the Christian Formation Commission, with support from the National and World Mission Commission, will
host its annual conference. Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal is
the keynote speaker for this year’s formation event. Formation
materials will be provided that relate to youth mission, discernment about a companion relationship with Liberia, theological
reflection on films, and more. Information is appropriate for
various age groups and parishes of all sizes.
Details regarding the schedule and registration are on
the Christian Formation Commission’s website (www.
christian-formation.diosohio.org). For more information, or
to provide materials for attendees that tie into to the conference theme, please contact Deb Parker, commission chair, at
info@slem3.com or 740.548.3613.

DioS Companions explore creation, spirituality
The DioS Companions, a group focused on spiritual
formation, is holding a creation and spirituality afternoon at
Procter Camp & Conference Center on May 2 from 2:30 to
5:30 p.m. The day will include a peaceful afternoon opportunity to reflect on the story of creation, spend time outside
praying the stations of creation, and a closing Eucharist.
Take this time to get away and re-connect with the earth in
silence and community. Event is free but registration preferred online at www.diosohio.org (under events).

Ohio Episcopal Celebration:Truth, power
The keynote speaker for the 2010 Ohio Episcopal Celebration
at Kenyon (OECAK) is the Rev. Walter Brueggemann,
McPheeters professor emeritus of Old Testament at Columbia
Theological Seminary and author of more than 70 books.
Through his writing and speaking, he eloquently reaches deep
to sharpen our faith and theological reflection.
The conference theme is “Great Moments in the History of
Power.” The Ohio Episcopal Celebration is an intergenerational conference hosted jointly by the dioceses of Ohio and
Southern Ohio, with support from Bexley Hall Seminary.
The conference will take place Thursday evening, June 24
through Sunday, June 27 on the campus of Kenyon College
in Gambier, Ohio. Special programs for children and youth
will be available. Children 12 and younger are free when
accompanied by a parent or guardian. Information: www.
episcopalcelebration.diosohio.org
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reflection

Anti-Judaism in Christian preaching:
Where is the good news?

Throughout Lent and Holy Week, I am
especially conscious of our relationship with
our Jewish brothers and sisters. It is on my
mind all year long, but Holy Week is a critical
time, because we are turning our attention to
the death of Jesus. For centuries, Holy Week
was a time of increased Christian violence
against Jews, because the Jews as an entire
people were blamed for Jesus’ crucifixion.
Christian preaching during that week tended
to inflame the people’s contempt for the Jews
and justify the violence against them.
No one in the Episcopal Church would
ever promote or even excuse violence
against the Jewish people, but the sad truth
is that often without knowing it, we preach
as if Jews and Judaism were inferior, and our
congregations still accept this kind of antiJudaism in Episcopal pulpits and classrooms.
Anti-Judaism is embedded in Christian interpretations of Scripture, past and present. I
have recently read a book by an Episcopal
priest named Marilyn Salmon that addresses
this difficult issue. I believe she can help us
become more aware of our own unconscious
anti-Judaism and effectively repent of the
ways in which our contempt affects our
preaching, our teaching, and our hearing of
the Gospel.
Preaching Without Contempt – Overcoming
Unintentional Anti-Judaism is a hard book to
read sometimes. Salmon brings us face to face
with some unpleasant truths.
She raises five major points in her book,
and I urge us to take them to heart.
1. The Gospels are Jewish literature and

The Rev.
Elise
Feyerherm

are part of a diverse
first-century Jewish
context.
When we read the
Gospels, we often
assume that Judaism
was a monolithic religious tradition, uniform in its practices
and beliefs. Given this
assumption, we tend to
read the Gospels as if
the followers of Jesus
represent Christianity as a fully formed religious movement in contrast to this monolithic Judaism: Jesus and his disciples against
the Jews. This is not true. The Judaism
of Jesus’ day was diverse in its practice
and theology. The Gospels represent just
one of these types of Judaism -- a way of
being Jewish that included following Jesus
as Messiah and Lord.
2. We easily fall into speaking of
Christianity as having replaced Judaism
in God’s eyes.
Salmon explains that Christians often fall
into a way of thinking called “supersessionism.” This is “the belief that Christianity
replaced Judaism as heir of the promises of
God to Israel.” In the past, this idea has been
expressed contemptuously, insisting that the
Jews rejected Jesus, that the Old Testament
Jews were “disobedient and unrepentant,”
that during the time of Jesus, Jews were
hypocritical and legalistic, and that Jesus’
teaching about a God of love contrasted

Mission
St. James, Clintonville, supports the
local food pantry with canned and other
nonperishable food items. They ask
parishioners to bring the donations to
mass on Sundays or Wednesdays and
place them in (or around) the baptismal font. Says the Rev. Lynn CarterEdmands, rector of St. James, “Our
baptism calls us to service. What better
image could remind us of that vocation
than a vision of our gifts to help meet
the needs of others in the very font that
reminds us of God’s gracious gift of new
life to us in Jesus Christ.”

with the Old Testament tradition of a God of
wrath. These days, we are often more subtle
about our supersessionism, but it is there
nonetheless. Salmon challenges us to move
away from the idea that for Christianity to be
valuable, Jews and Judaism somehow have
to be proved inferior.
3. Although the Gospels portray the
Pharisees negatively, they were actually a
popular and well-respected Jewish group,
one with which Jesus had much in common.
When we read the Gospels without
knowing their context, we assume that
their portrayal of the Pharisees is historically accurate. Recent biblical studies indicate that this is not the case. The portrayal
of the Pharisees is informed by what we
call polemic, that is, a way of speaking
that exaggerates the difference between
the speaker and the opponent and tends
to demonize the opponent. Salmon tells
us that “the slander found in the Newer
Testament uses conventional language typically used by rival philosophical schools,
including rival Jewish groups. . . it tells
us only that Pharisees were rivals of the
Matthean community; it does not describe
the historical Pharisees.”
This is difficult for us to hear, because
the Gospels are Holy Scripture for us. How
can this kind of distortion be part of Holy
Scripture? What we have to realize is that
while the Holy Spirit moves through the
Gospels, it is also moving through real
human beings with real contexts and real
limitations. The rivalry with the Pharisees
tells us that the early Christian communities were Jews who were arguing with other
Jews, and that they sometimes let that rivalry
affect their perspective.
4. Is the Gospel of John anti-Jewish?
On Palm Sunday, we hear a version of
the Passion of Jesus from Mark, Matthew, or
Luke. On Good Friday, we always hear John’s
version. John’s gospel can seem extremely
anti-Jewish, with its use of the term “Jews” to
represent Jesus’ opponents in debate as well
as those who conspire to have him arrested.
Salmon reminds us that the term John uses,
Ioudaioi, “sometimes refers to people of Judea
[a geographical region], sometimes to religious authorities, sometimes to a religious
political group. . . It is not an all-inclusive term
as “Jews” in our common usage.” We can
easily assume that the Jews as an entire group
were Jesus’ enemies, but this is not true. The
community for whom the Gospel of John was
written was a Jewish community as well, one
that was competing with other Jewish groups

to define what Judaism would be in the coming years.
5. “The Gospels amplify religious conflict in the Passion narratives and diminish
Roman responsibility for Jesus’ death.”
Jesus was executed by the Romans because
his teachings held up God and God’s Reign
as supreme, even over Rome. The sign over
his cross read, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of
the Jews,” indicating that the Romans perceived Jesus as threatening their sovereignty
over Palestine.
But the Gospels sometimes obscure this
fact. Salmon indicated that “Pilate was notoriously cruel toward his subjects in Judea,”
but that “In light of the recent revolt and considering the dominant culture, it is not surprising the Gospel writers downplay Roman
culpability and emphasize religious motives
for Jesus’ death.”
Biblical scholarship confirms that Jesus
was executed by the Romans. Yet in our
preaching, we still fall prey to making the
Jewish people the villains, those who refused
to recognize Jesus as Messiah and sought to
kill him for his blasphemous claims. Like the
Gospel writers, we sometimes try to excuse
the Romans or make Pilate the hero (or lesser
villain) of the story.
Why does all this matter? Because what we
preach and what we hear should be good news
to everyone. Our Jewish brothers and sisters are
just that: brothers and sisters in the Covenant
that God has made with Israel, the Covenant
which, in Jesus, God has extended to all the
nations of the world. If, in our preaching and
conversation, we manifest contempt toward
Jews and Judaism, whether past or present, we
have abandoned the Good News.
In her book, Salmon quotes Barbara
Brown Taylor: “Then a man in my congregation married a Jewish woman who sometimes came with him to church. . . If what I
said did not sound like good news to her, I
decided then it was not the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
I invite us to preach, teach and listen to the
Word with our Jewish sisters and brothers by
our side, whether physically or spiritually.
I ask us to allow the Good News of Jesus
Christ to shine forth on its own, without having to prove it superior to another religious
tradition. I invite preachers to proclaim the
Good News without contempt, and all those
who listen to hold us accountable.
The Rev. Elise Feyerherm is chair of the
Interfaith and Ecumenical Commission of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact her at
elisefeyerherm@sbcglobal.net.
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REFLECTIONS

Love Song: Cheapside, full circle

Through the winter and into the spring, I watched
Cheapside, just a short walk from the church I serve, being
converted from a small park and a short, narrow, little-used
street into the city’s new home for the farmer’s market
and a place for other public gatherings. Machines dug
great holes in the earth. I suspect some of it hadn’t been
disturbed for centuries. I hope someone was keeping an
eye out for relics.
Cheapside is part of what was the town square in frontier
Lexington. A lot of history is soaked into the earth there.
The earliest story I know is of a 1783 incident at the town
school, which was outside the walls of the fort. One morning
the school teacher arrived early. He busied himself copying
a document. The door was open, and a wildcat walked in. In
the ensuing fight, the cat did a lot of damage to the teacher
before the young man got a bear hug on the animal and
squeezed him to death. When help arrived, they found the
40-pound cat hanging by his teeth from his victim’s side.
After some patching up, the teacher tried to meet his classes
that same day but found he wasn’t up to that for awhile.
Some years later Cheapside became Lexington’s market place. Just about everything was sold there, including
human beings. Through the mid-19th century, the square
was the site of a busy slave market, sending many people
down the river to the south’s cotton plantations. It is said

that some Kentucky slave owners
bred slaves to supply the south’s
needs.
A century later, I watched from
a newsroom window as police
cars arrived in numbers before a
Kresge’s store across Cheapside. It
was the first sit-in by black citizens
at a lunch counter, the beginning of
a more insistent movement to end
racial segregation in Lexington.
In the early 20th century,
Cheapside was especially busy on court days, when the
Circuit Court began its sessions in the nearby courthouse.
Old photos show wagons and carriages and people crowded shoulder to shoulder, selling, buying and trading in all
sorts of goods. Those gatherings ended in 1920 when the
city government declared them a public nuisance.
Nevertheless, Cheapside continued to be a place of
public gathering, sometimes official, sometimes not. It
was Lexington’s answer to Hyde Park as a forum for all
sorts of speakers. Politicians used it. And occasionally
someone who just had something to say took advantage
of the opportunity to address the public. And there was a
lot of the public, especially on Saturdays when the city’s

The Rev.
Bob Horine

shoppers were joined by hundreds or thousands from rural
areas.
When I was a kid, my favorite Cheapside speakers were
the street preachers. They were bent on saving listeners
from an eternal damnation, which they described as if they
had inside information. While the preachers in the churches I attended emphasized, in measured tones, God’s love,
the Cheapside preachers taught us about hellfire, torture,
blood, and the vengeance of a really, really scary God.
The most memorable of these men was a redhead who
reminded us in every other breath, which he took with a
noisy gasping sound, that he was called “the prophet.” I
took all this in as a boy, and he pretty much put me off
prophets for a long time. I figured if a prophet had to keep
reminding me that that’s what he was, there couldn’t be
much in his claim. I still hold to that.
As spring develops and summer is on deck, I look forward to the farmer’s market returning to where it began a
couple of centuries ago. And wouldn’t it be something to
hear a Cheapside preacher, as long as he doesn’t claim to
be a prophet.
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the
Diocese of Lexington and a former senior editor of
Forward Movement Publications.

Lay theologian: Living water
When I was in kindergarten, my parents bought 60 acres
of undeveloped land about two and a half miles north of the
small town where we lived. They had our house built on the
edge, near a paved road. There were about 15 acres of field on
the south line of the property. Most of the rest was wooded,
thick with oaks, ferns, and dogwoods, and full of wonderful
mysteries for little boys.
A neighbor told Dad that there had been a spring on the
place. Dad walked the wooded ravines looking for it but to
no avail. He offered my brother and me a reward if we could
find it.
In our rite of Holy Baptism, as the celebrant prepares the
font she or he says,
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it
the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it
you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into
the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism
of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah,
the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from
the bondage of sin into everlasting life. (BCP, p. 306)
Joe and I set out to look for the spring. We wander-searched
among oaks and wild ferns. There were rocks and old logs
to look under. We found spiders and snakes to watch and
salamanders and toads to catch. There were steep slopes
covered with old leaves to slide down. We weren’t exactly
systematic.

When today the cares of life
seem a bit greater than they did
in my boyhood, I return to one
of my favorite opening frames
in the Psalms, the first verse of
Psalm 42:
As the deer longs for the waterbrooks, so longs my soul for you,
O God.
I usually associate God with
sky
metaphors, thinking of God
Dr. Don Reed
as watching from on high or as
surrounded by the heavenly host. But this time of year I
remember terrestrial and subterranean metaphors, such as
fountain and spring.
Jeremiah referred to the LORD as the fountain of living
water (Jeremiah 2:13). Jesus told the Samaritan woman at
Jacob’s well, “those who drink of the water that I will give will
never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them
a spring of water gushing up to eternal life” (John 4:13-14).
In March, with the snow gone and temperatures back up
into the 40s and 50s, shoots of flowers seemed to spring up
all of a sudden into the sunshine. The ground was soaked
already with snowmelt when the first rains of the approaching
season came, washing away much of the silt left by the thaw.
Now new shades of green are about and what lay dead is full

of life.
At the font, right after the thanksgiving for the gift of water,
the celebrant says,
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are
buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
Dad would remind us of the reward, and Joe and I would
set out again to look for the spring. In April the sun broke
through the canopy of new leaves and selected white dogwood petals.
We never found a spring. We found lots of fossils and also
some arrowheads and stone tools, from peoples and times I
imagined with wonder. And at the end of a ravine we found
the lake that lay across the road from the north end of the
place. The lake is filled by Flint Creek, fed by springs farther
up stream.
Just before the baptism, the celebrant touches the water in
the font and says,
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your
Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and
born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ our Savior.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church, Springfield, and is
professor of Philosophy at Wittenberg University.
Contact him at dreed@wittenberg.edu.
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Community, God’s
love and celebration
By Carl Freeman
Interchange contributor

Participants at the youth retreat
ham it up for the camera.

Genesis 7: “For all that’s to
come and all that’s ever been”
By Lindy Gamble
Interchange contributor
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to go
back in time and assist God in the making of creation?
Well, you don’t have to wonder anymore. We
answered your question for you. With a nod to the lyrics
in Imogen Heap’s song, Can’t Take It In, we explored
“For all that’s to come and all that’s ever been” during
the junior-high retreat, Genesis 7, in January. We played
the game, “Be kind, Rewind.” We went back to the first
day of creation. Now, we want to share our journey
with you. Here are all the answers we imagined to your
questions:
Q: What was it like to be able to help the creator?
A: Mesmerizing, holy, incredible and eye-opening.
Q: How did we make through all of the seven days?
A: Hard work and contemplation. Of course, rest
didn’t take much work. But, being together seemed to
make things go faster than we wanted. The question of
the day was, “Why can’t we go back and do it all over
again??”
Q: What was our favorite day?
A: Depends on who you’re asking. Being the director of Genesis, I can definitely say that “rest” was my

favorite day. Staff, correct me if I’m wrong.
Actually, in terms of the participants, I don’t know if
there was a specific favorite day. Every day had a pretty
high standing.
Q: What type of activities happened during each
day?
A: We made cards, used two different types of meditation labyrinths, built Lego towers, said prayers and
watched videos. Imaginations soared sky high.
Q: Where did you see, feel, or hear God in each
day?
A: In every thing and everywhere. God was all
around us. Did you think we did this alone??
Q: If we could go back and do it all over again,
would we??
A: Without a doubt -- yes. No questions asked.
Genesis has to be one the best things that ever happened to me; to us. I would give anything to go back
and re-live those glory days. I had the most wonderful
staff and participants. Plus, All Saints, New Albany, was
amazing!!
Lindy Gamble was the retreat leader for Genesis 7. She is
a junior at Roger Bacon High School in Cincinnati and a
member of St. Philip’s, Northside.

Exodus is an annual event where youth congregate to eat, sleep and
experience God together, a loving community that embodies the future
of the Church. As the DTL (Design Team Leader), I had the privilege to
witness Exodus weekend develop into the God-filled joy fest that it was.
Rob Konkol, our diocesan youth director, asked me to be the team
leader at a Chipotle restaurant and symbolically handed off the Exodus
binder of “What-to-do” to help with the initial steps. This binder is
filled with wonderful logistical strategies, methods for organization, et
cetera, et cetera. I found out rather abruptly that Exodus is far more than
logistics and organization, though. It is far greater than cool T-shirts, new
Facebook albums, or our favorite people showing
up. It is a weekend for the youth to realize what they
have in this Christian community and embrace it.
The base elements of the weekend were community (Friday night), God’s love (Saturday day),
and celebration (Saturday night). We started the
weekend breaking the barriers—forming one body
from the incoming flood of individuals. With small
groups and large smiles, we continued the weekend exploring the everpresent love of God in our lives—trying to capture the truth beyond and
within the Sunday school words “God will always love you.” Finally, we
reaffirmed our Christian faith with a celebration wrought with glow sticks
and joyous singing. Truly, we had a blast.
I want to say thank you to everyone who made this possible, from the
Exodus staff to Rob to Art Paul, my friend and mentor. I’m also thankful
to St. Patrick’s, Lebanon, for housing us rowdy teenagers and for letting
us help you with service work. Your food was delicious, your church was
cozy, and we loved the heck out of running Sunday worship. Thank you,
thank you all.
The last thing is that Exodus is an ongoing movement—we had a great
time this year, we witnessed the spirit and we loved it, but next year will
be even better. Janie Simonton is the design team leader. The binder has
been passed. Let us call upon the youth of our diocese to get to Exodus
2011: it is an awe-inspiring spiritual event that every young person should
experience.
Carl Freeman was the design team leader for Exodus. He is a high school
senior and a member of Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park.

Participants
hang out
during
Exodus, a
retreat for
high school
students.
Inset:
Finding joy
in the game
of life – and
Scrabble!

