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New friendships blossom

By Julie Murray
Acting Interchange Editor
Looking at the statistics, it would be easy to become depressed about the
future of the Church in the United States. Surveys show that church membership is going down, and fewer people believe in God. In the last decade
alone, there has been a 5 percent decline in the number of people who
identify themselves as Christian in the US. According to the Pew Research
Center, in 2012 that number stands at 73%, but this is down from nearly
98% just 50 years ago and the biggest decline has been in white, Protestant
denominations. But rather than looking on in despair, Diana Butler Bass
tells us that reshaping congregational life in a responsive way to our changing culture can help us preserve the Church for our children and grandchildren well into the future.
Butler Bass, an internationally known speaker, author and teacher who
writes books, columns and blogs and gives talks and workshops all aimed
to help people understand faith both analytically and personally, spoke to
a large crowd – Episcopalians and others – from all over Southern Ohio
attending the Commission on Congregational Life’s Best Practices conference April 20. The event, which is typically held for congregations receiving CoCL grants to challenge and help establish some best practices seen
in healthy congregations, was open to everyone as the CoCL invited the
diocese to come and share Butler Bass’ message of hope and re-energizing
of the Church.
Please see diana butler bass, Page 10

St. Margaret’s, Trotwood welcomed St. Mark’s, Dayton for a combined Holy Eucharist on April 14. Ruth
Chapman (left, from St. Margaret’s) and Patricia Tallman (right, from St. Mark’s) enjoyed the Coffee Hour/
lunch after the service. The two congregations visit each other annually as a chance to meet fellow
Episcopalians in the Dayton area. At this year’s event, a trivia contest was held to see how much each congregation knew about the other. Photo by Katherine Wagner.

Baptists and Episcopalians celebrate season of combined worship
By Mary Thomas Watts
Interchange contributor
The challenges were real, but the opportunities for a bold experiment in ecumenism
outweighed them when the clergy and congregations of downtown Dayton’s Christ
Church and First Baptist Church worshipped together for five weeks in January
and February.
When Christ Church learned that demolition of two of its deteriorating chapel walls
would block the main and only disabled
accessible entrance to “The Great Lady of
First Street,” the Rev. Dr. John Paddock,

rector, immediately called his friend
and colleague, the Rev. Dr. Rodney W.
Kennedy, pastor at First Baptist, to ask if
the Episcopalians could use space at First
Baptist during this phase of the building
project.
What Paddock had in mind was the
Christ Church congregation worshipping
at noon or later on Sundays, but when
Kennedy suggested that the two congregations worship and do Christian education
together, Paddock eagerly accepted his generous invitation.
“John and I are not only friends and colleagues, but we share a passion for social

justice and racial reconciliation. Our joint
worship was a natural for both of us. For a
number of years, the rest of the First Baptist
staff and I have worshipped at Christ
Church every Wednesday, and the Order
of Worship at First Baptist Church already
came mostly from The Book of Common
Prayer, Kennedy said.
On his first Sunday in the FBC pulpit,
Paddock said, “Different polities, different
traditions, different amounts of water used
in baptism, different ways of gathering and
praising God. Sharing worship? How’s
that work? Well, we’re going to find out.
It’s so intriguing that both the Baptist and

Episcopal press services and The Christian
Century magazine are asking questions
about this experiment. They’re really interested in how it will turn out. I can’t wait to
find out myself!”
Each pastor approached the combined
worship with his own particular hopes. For
Kennedy, it was “that we would realize our
commonalities as fellow Christians, and
I wanted my congregation to experience
the strength, consolation, and meaning of
weekly communion.”
Please see Combined worship, Page 4
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Future church emerging all
around us
It’s been awhile since I’ve reported on the progress of
the diocesan plan, but I want you to know that the work
is proceeding steadily, if quietly. The ministry priority task forces (Healthy Congregations, engaging New
Relationships, Mission, Formation and Stewardship of
Resources) have been meeting to monitor their respective
action plans. Diocesan Council is figuring out how best to
measure the success of those plans. Meanwhile, the special
task force on Restructure has launched its exploration of
our structural challenges, and has chosen its co-chairs: the
Rev. Christopher Richardson and Lauren Faller. Keep them
in your prayers.
But a strategic plan is only as powerful as the vitality
it channels and guides. The good news is that Southern
Ohio is bursting with life. When people ask me, “What
is the future of our church?” I answer that I see the future
church emerging all around us. What does it look like? It
is happening wherever traditional congregations are reaching out bravely into their communities, partnering with
their neighbors, not only to feed the hungry but to begin

Bishop
Thomas E.
Breidenthal

transforming local economies. It is
happening wherever young adults
and some not-so-young adults are
exploring radical Christian lifestyles
and inviting the rest of us to share
our own Christian journey with
them. It’s happening wherever fellow Episcopalians meet to study
Scripture and the rich traditions of
Christian thought and practice.
I’ve had many occasions to witness new life lately. Since the Easter
season began, I’ve been to Good
Shepherd, Athens, where I experienced a new and fruitful synergy of young and old. I’ve presided at a Spanishlanguage Eucharist at the Latino Ministry Center in Forest
Park, Cincinnati, seeing firsthand how the homework club
is bringing Latinos and Anglos together in fellowship and
worship. I’ve been invited into spirited conversations about
Confluence, an initiative of St. John’s, Columbus that will

bring recent college graduates together in community to
discern what God is calling them to do with their lives.
I’ve watched a powerful video produced by ECSF about a
homeless man and the food pantry of St. Andrew’s, Dayton,
and how their common ministry has brought transformation
to him and to the food pantry. (Check it out:
http://vimeo.com/user8305701/review/58582164/3105dd576b .)
For me Easter began early on Holy Saturday morning at
Gabriel’s Place – not in the community house, which is full
of activity every day, but in the old church building, empty
and unused since the parish of St. Michael and All Angels
ceased to exist five years ago. Thirty or so people gathered
to observe Jesus’ sabbath rest in the tomb between his death
and resurrection. Many didn’t know each other – they’d
learned about it on Facebook, and just came. This time
of quiet meditation, song and personal witness helped me
finally put the painful closure of the parish down, and to see
with new eyes the new life, the emerging church, which the
Spirit is raising up, even at the tomb. Christ is risen.

A Sermon Preached on Easter Day, 2013,
at Christ Church Cathedral, Cincinnati
I invite us to reflect this morning on the passage we
heard a few moments ago from Paul’s first letter to the
fledgling church in Corinth. “As by a man came death,
so by a man has come the resurrection of the dead. For
as in Adam all die, so all will be made alive in Christ”
(1 Corinthians 15:19-26). This is Paul’s summary of the
Easter message. Christ’s resurrection is real; it has a direct
bearing on our lives; and it does so because we are all
connected to each other.
We all know the power of connection. We are shaped
by relationships and dependent on them. Some of these
relationships are inherited, some come at us out of the
blue, some are forged and honed over a long period of
time. Many of you are here this morning because of parents, grandparents, children, friends who invited you to
come to church with them. But connection is not confined
to family and friends. Our closest relations can open us
up to much broader circles of relation. And they should,
because we are ultimately connected to everyone.
This is the point of Paul’s reference to Adam. For
Paul, Adam is about having a common ancestor. Adam is
therefore a reminder that we are all one body, inescapably
related to one another and available to one another, for
good or ill. That means hurtful and mean-spirited deeds
can have far-reaching effects, because our connectedness
acts as a conductor, spreading hatred like an infection
from one human being to another.
But this works for good deeds as well. A single act of

mercy or a gesture of respect can reach to the ends of the
earth. That’s what Paul is saying about Jesus rising from
the dead. Because Jesus is God-with-us, because he has
become one of us, because he is our relative, his victory
over death can become our victory over death, his life can
become our life.
That’s one piece of what Paul is saying here. Jesus’
resurrection has set off a process of restoration and transformation that no human being can avoid. We can resist
wave after wave of opportunity for new life, but we cannot bring that process to a halt.
Which brings us a step closer to the main point of this
day.
Paul is not just talking about how our connection with
one another conveys Jesus’ risen life to us the way air
conveys heat. Jesus’ risen life is about connection. Jesus
was tireless in his insistence that we belong to God and
we belong to one another. So from the very first Easter
Day, Christians have interpreted Jesus’ resurrection as a
vindication of what he taught and lived.
Whether we believe the witness of Mary Magdalene
and the other women about the empty tomb, we cannot
escape the personal challenge the Easter message brings
our way. Do we embrace our connection to one another or
not? Jesus demands that we do so. Can we handle his resurrection on those terms? Do we welcome his challenging
presence among us?
Easter presents us with a choice. We can reject our con-

nection to everybody, opting instead for a closed circle
of allies and excluding everyone else. Throughout the
Bible, this is the primal sin, because it closes us off from
the human race as a whole, and it closes us off from God.
Just the other evening one of my colleagues at Diocesan
House was in one of our downtown skywalks and heard a
man on his cellphone say: “Look, there are two kinds of
people: those who are commodities and those who have
skills.”
That about sums it up: people are either useful to us or
expendable. If we think this way, says Paul, we are headed
for death – the death of bitterness and isolation. For the
more we acquiesce in the notion that it is okay to write
people off as unworthy of our attention or respect, the
more we lose our capacity for real conversation and communion with people who differ from us or with whom we
disagree. In this week’s edition of the Christian Century,
poet and essayist Wendell Berry laments the polarization
that prevents us from talking across our divisions around
abortion and gay marriage. I would add guns and budgets.
This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t defend the truth as
we see it. Our local struggle on behalf of the Anna Louise
Inn is a case in point. The Diocese of Southern Ohio has
gone on record twice urging that the Inn be permitted to
operate peacefully in its present location just around the
corner, and this cathedral has urged its other neighbor,
continued oN page 3

Relationships
The Episcopal
Church
In the Anglican Communion
A global community of 70
million Anglicans in more
than 160 countries
The Most Rev. and Rt. Hon.
Justin Welby
Archbishop of Canterbury
In the United States
A community of more than
2.4 million Episcopalians in
114 dioceses in the Americas
and abroad.
The Most. Rev.
Katharine Jefferts Schori
Presiding Bishop
In the Diocese of Southern Ohio
A community of nearly 25,000
Episcopalians in 40 counties.
The Rt. Rev. Thomas E.
Breidenthal, Bishop
Interchange
(USPS 020-933)
The official publication of the
Diocese of
Southern Ohio
covers news, features and opinions about the congregations and
programs of the diocese, the
Episcopal Church and the
Anglican Communion.
www.diosohio.org
Julie Murray
Acting editor
Amy Svihlik
Designer
Dave Caudill
Nikki Kingery
Copy editors

3
continued from page 2

Western Southern, to stop trying to force
their removal. But even when we as the
church are fulfilling our proper role as an
advocate for the poor, we must remember
that Christ has a heart for the rich as well.
Our job is to tear down walls, not reinforce
them. How can we reframe the conversation
so grace is on offer to both sides?
Which brings us back to the choice that
faces us today. We can choose disconnection in the name of righteousness, or we can
embrace connection, even with our enemies.
If we choose connection, the energy that we
receive and transmit will be Christ’s energy,
the energy of life not death. We will become
conductors of grace, what Paul calls “ministers of reconciliation.”
Easter leaves us in no doubt about what
is the winning choice. All our hymns this
morning, all our prayers today, all our Easter
readings hammer home the message that
Jesus took death head on and conquered
it. Love trumps hate. The scales are tipped
in favor of connection, as the risen Christ
moves to destroy what Paul calls “rulers,
authorities and powers,” by which he means
any institution or system, political, economic
or religious, that promotes disconnection.
As followers of Christ we are deputized and
empowered to participate in his peaceful but
indefatigable campaign to bring disconnec-
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dependent on their witness. We would like
more evidence, but the New Testament is
remarkably insistent that believing the witness of others about Jesus is crucial to our
own lives as his followers. For instance, in
our reading from Acts, Peter says the resurrection was revealed only to chosen witnesses. Why is that?
I have struggled with this every Easter, but
I think I finally get it. We are not permitted
to understand resurrection apart from connection. Our dependence on the witness of
the women, and eventually, the apostles, is
a reminder that we can never bypass other
human beings to get to God. Salvation is
about community, so our way to happiness,
our way to life, cannot be solitary or cliquish. Even if we are alone or feel alone, Jesus
walks with us.
So let’s lay hold of the good news that
comes to us by way of the witness of others.
Let’s outdo Peter and the other apostles in
hearing what Mary Magdalene and the other
women have to say to us. As Paul puts it,
Christ is risen, the first fruits of those who
have fallen asleep. To hear this in its fullness
is to open our hearts to a measure of hope
we had not imagined was sensible or possible. Our loved ones who have died are not
lost to us. The whole universe is redeemed.
Tragedy is swallowed up in highest comedy. Christ is risen, and we are on our way,
together. “As in Adam all die, so in Christ
shall all be made alive.”

Come celebrate raising the bar on
affordable living for seniors

Interchange encourages the
submission of articles and pictures. We reserve the right to
select and edit material offered
for publication. All submissions
must include name, address and
phone or E-mail for verification.

POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Interchange c/o
Diocese of Southern Ohio,
Addresses, 412 Sycamore St.,
Cincinnati, OH 45202-4179.

tion down.
For the most part, this is work that has
to do with this world. We are called to be
agents of change in the name of the risen
Christ, and the change has to do with how
we serve the common good. But there is a
danger here. We can all too easily forget that
the Easter message matters for this world
only because it utterly transcends it. As Paul
says in today’s reading, “If we believe in
Christ only for this world, we are most to be
pitied.”
Radical commitment to connection
depends on faith that reality really is about
connection, and that connection includes fellowship on the other side of physical death.
Jesus himself staked everything on connection. This is what he meant by the
kingdom of God – a universally connected
community in which everyone was welcome,
before and after death, as long as they welcomed everybody else. The Christian story
is that Jesus was not wrong: God vindicated
Jesus’ commitment to universal community
by raising him from the dead. Now it is our
turn to believe. How shall we do that?
In today’s Gospel reading, the women run
to tell the apostles that the tomb is empty,
and they have received a revelation from
angels proclaiming that he is risen. The
apostles (all male, we might note) first dismiss this as an idle tale – mere superstition
and suggestibility. In the end, Jesus appears
to the apostles directly, but we, in turn, are

ERH will “roast” the Rev. Canon
Jim Hanisian, who is retiring
from ERH after eight years as
the Vice President of Ministry
and Compliance. Hanisian
served 22 years as rector of
the Church of the Redeemer,
Hyde Park and and as
Archdeacon and Chief of Staff
for the Diocese of Southern
Ohio from 2001 to 2005.

Episcopal Retirement Homes (ERH) believes that
older adults deserve to live with dignity and enjoy
life in a safe and enriching environment regardless
of their income level. In their efforts to make this
mission a reality, ERH, headquartered in Cincinnati,
owns or operates 8 affordable living communities in
southern and eastern Ohio.
As soon as you walk into one of these communities or speak with a resident it becomes very clear
that ERH goes well above and beyond the usual
basic living standards associated with low income
housing. Wellness programs, chaplaincy services,
laundry facilities, social services and bus transportation are all part of the services and amenities you
might find at one of the ERH affordable living communities. Their goal is to turn apartment buildings
into communities where older adults can thrive, not
just survive.
An American turns 65 every 7.7 seconds and
the need for affordable living options for seniors is
critical. One in four of Ohioans over the age of 65
lives in substandard housing, and for every apartment that becomes available there are 9 potential

residents who qualify to move in.
To celebrate the success of this program and to
ensure ERH can continue to help these seniors live
well into the future, ERH is planning a fun and
entertaining evening:
Celebrate Raising the Bar on Affordable Living
Friday, May 31, 6 to 9 p.m.
St. Paul Village
5515 Madison Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45227
Please join us for a pig roast buffet, silent auction, live music, a brief video presentation and a
special light-hearted “tribute” to the Rev. Canon
Jim Hanisian, who served 22 years as rector of
the Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park and
Archdeacon for the Diocese of Southern Ohio from
2001 to 2005. Hanisian is retiring from ERH after
eight years as the Vice President of Ministry and
Compliance.
For more information please contact Maureen
Gregory at 513.272.5555 ext.4292 or mgregory@
erhinc.com or visit www.episcopalretirement.com/
celebrate
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The Rev. John Paddock and the Rev. Rodney Kennedy (far left, above) are joined by a combined choir of both congregations for the first worship service together. Below: The congregations
joined together for Christian Education as well as worship, and youth from both traditions served at the altar. Photos by Greg Sexton
Combined worship, continued from page 1
To what extent was that hope fulfilled? “The congregation responded in magnificent ways, but they weren’t ready
to continue weekly communion. At least the possibility is
now part of our conversation. When a church evaluates her
practices, there is always a chance for genuine change,”
Kennedy said.
A representative response from the pews came from
Linda Brown, a longtime First Baptist member, who said,
“What really impressed me was the ease with which we
came together as one body to worship Christ our Lord. An
added energy was present. As the weeks went on, when
I walked into the sanctuary, I didn’t see Episcopalians or
Baptists. I just saw the family of God.”
Paddock’s hope was “that no one would be too put out
over the five weeks that we would be out of our building.
I was telling folks to think of it like going on a field trip.
And the responses were overwhelmingly positive. By the
end, people were trying to find excuses to keep going. The
choirs are plotting reunions.”
Christ Church parishioner and choir member Carole
Ganim noted, “Many of us in the two churches know one
another in other contexts: neighborhoods, work, community activism. We live, play, and work together and share
common interests, so worshipping together does not seem
unusual, but rather a natural development and a welcome
part of community life. And I loved singing with a big
choir. We all want to do more of this.”
Kennedy and Paddock agree that their greatest challenge
was working out the logistics of consecrating and distributing the elements, which included wine and grape juice, during Eucharist/communion. According to Kennedy, this was
the first time wine was ever served at First Baptist Church.
“It got a whole lot easier once we clergy relaxed about it
and trusted the Holy Spirit and the people to work it out,”
Paddock said. “Isn’t that always the way?”
For Kennedy, the most memorable aspect of the experience was “the smooth integration of word and table. So

powerful. We already pretty much used Episcopal worship,
but to participate in it fully lifted me on high.”
What resonated for Paddock were “the joyous, full sound
of the combined choirs, the full church and genuine hospitality – every week there were numerous expressions of
thanks to us for coming to First Baptist Church.”

Acknowledging the role his and Paddock’s longterm
friendship played in the successful collaboration, Kennedy
says credit goes “mostly to the Christian faith of two progressive churches that embrace hospitality, love of neighbor, openness to diversity and mutual respect.”
Enthusiasm for the experiment was contagious and ongoing.
Paddock said recently, “Local interest is amazing. Just today,
my dentist’s receptionist quizzed me about ‘the worship with
the Baptists,’ and two days ago, a Methodist pastor in a coffee shop wanted to know how it had gone. Collaboration and
cooperation are so rare these days, when something like this
occurs, it’s real news.”
As for the broader ecumenical implications of the collaboration, Paddock reflected, “When we can figure out
how to praise God together, not in some watered down way,
but out of the depth of our separate traditions, then we can
experience a true gift.”
Mary Thomas Watts lives in Wilmington and is a member of
Christ Church, Dayton. Contact her at mtwatts@cinci.rr.com
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Racial profiling: A modern language history
“If you are rich, you must show it.
If you have wealth
Then you must feed everyone.”
– An Akan Wisdom
At 6 a.m., we left Abidjan heading for Abrako village,
the site of the enthronement events about two hours’ distance by car. One of the professors at the Institut des Arts
Nationale had invited me to join a group of musicologists
who were traveling to Abrako Village, an area of the Akan
peoples of Ghana and the Ivory Coast. Their mission was
to collect recordings of the songs and music of traditional
Africa. Since it was also the day of celebration of the
enthronement of the chief of the land, the professors were
interested in researching the lineages of royal families, tracing the history of royal family name changes. The French
forced into exile many of ancient families wherever they
refused to ‘collaborate’ with their invaders, replacing them
with collaborator clans.
And it was there at Abidjan in 1985, at the Université de
la Côte d’Ivoire, that the CUEF directeur arranged a pidgin/
creole language research meeting for me with four students,
all speakers of the pidgin creoles of West Africa, including
a native Ewe language speaker from Ghana, an Ibo speaker
of Nigeria, SuSu of Sierra Leone, and Khran of Liberia. My
thesis proposed that there exists a sometimes word-to-word
matching between the patterns of African language sentence
structure and meanings and the patterns of Louisiana Creole
syntax. My instinct was that African language provided
the linguistic DNA for the Creole my grandparents, blood
descendants of Africans, spoke in southwest Louisiana, USA.
All that day, the talking drums continuously sent out
good news messages, inviting all the peoples to the
enthronement celebrations: the Boulé, Agni, Abron,
Abouré, Abé, the Alladins. The tympano-phonetic voices
of the drums, reciting poetic praises and listing the genealogies of Akan kings, summoned the people to the enthronement of the spiritual king, the ‘chef du village’.
Large contingents of dignitaries and warriors, visitors
from neighboring villages, walked in dignified slow processionals down the main street of the small town singing songs, in strong four-part harmonies unlike any I had
ever heard, sung in the languages of the Akan nation. A
wondrous sight! Ancient traditions uncovered, many in the
crowd university-trained and world traveled, yet steeped in
the solid foundation of ancestry place and cultural history.
There is no myth to the language of the ‘talking drums,’
the texts speaking not in the modern languages of the
marchers, but in ancient Ashanti and Agni comprehensible
to only a few old masters of ancient languages, says scholar
Niagoran-Bouah in his Introduction à la drummologie,
describing the difficulties attendant to accurate translation
of the old, tambourine languages.
Finally, the whole company of singers entered the main
courtyard, covered over with kenté cloth hangings and
palm leaves. Pew seatings for the attendees were arranged

around the walls. There were three
or four contingents of male marchers, the oldest men at the rear, as
the procession entered with much
fanfare, singing and beating of the
drums. Then followed the royal
family, singing songs about the
duties of wealth. The oldest female
was adorned in a solid gold headpiece, necklaces and rings, a thick
scepter of shining gold held high in
her hands, gold so yellow it looked
unreal.
Some of the males wore large gold rings, the tops of
which were fashioned into round balls at least an inch in
diameter. The huge buttons on their white garments made
of fine gold, were the size of a small fist. And long, waistlength chains with medallions, all fashioned in fine gold,
hung in suspension down their garments. The sight was
unforgettable. I realized I was watching history in the making. The griot’s memorized stories about the events of that
day would be passed down to succeeding generations in an
oral history tradition centuries old—ancient Akan earnest
exhortations on the duties of wealth in tandem today with
American modern usury law prohibiting payday lending
with interest rates above 25 percent, the exposé appearing
in The New York Times 15 March 2013 article, “Gouging
the Poor in New York”.
Those Abrako scenes and ceremonies that I witnessed
were in factual dispute to historically distorted portrayals
of African culture, Americans educated by Tarzan images.
Tarzan fueled a grammar of prejudice attitudes and words;
semantic frameworks conveying both overt and covert
meanings; historic discrimination vocabularies, 21st century
radical oratory propelling modern private prison development.
Predication, the verbal heart of Tarzan theory, moreover,
intones the oral propositions essential to human subjugation, theories of ‘first-world’ race superiority and ‘entitled
domination,’ one-sided notions of ‘third-world’ innate inferiority.
In all of the places I visited, I sought opinion from scholars and others about slavery in African societies, the answer
being that African slavery closely resembled European
peasant systems, aka ‘feudal vassals’—alternative synonyms for bondmen, serfs, slaves. In Cameroon, young relatives readily provided services to aunt/uncle urban households in exchange for the costs for college study, either in
Africa or abroad. Until Trans-Atlantic Trade, no human was
considered chattel, a ‘sub-thing’.
“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been
duly convicted, shall exist…” This is the language of the
13th Amendment of the US Constitution. Appearing neutral
on its face, this exception clause has generated lifetimes
of grief among the very class of persons the Amendment

Merelyn B.
Bates-Mims

sought to free. Sharecropping labor, chain gang labor and
‘stop and search’ tyranny ruled the lives of freedmen after
the Civil War. And the old folks of southwest Louisiana oft
described their days of endless labor in “we caught-up deh
sunrise sunset” Creole idiom.
The combinations of lowered regulations and heightened
favors for the nation’s one-percenters, have today enabled
the economic growth of prisons, the ‘new slavery’ made lawful via ‘except as punishment for crime’ 13th Amendment
language, a loophole so big that unknowable scores of BlackAmerican persons have fallen through its gap. During WWII
and after, agriculture economies depended on sharecropping
contracting where the farmers of southwest Louisiana’s
Freetown, Petit Anse, Coteau and other villages were held in
round-robin toil, law-enforced free-labor until ‘final repayment’ of perpetual, inescapable debt was made to landowner
masters which ‘not nobody couldn’t never pay!’
By 2013 economy, prison-industry contractors like Geo
Group, Inc. peddle their penal services on four continents,
Geo Group’s per share stock market valuation at $35.495
as of mid-March of this year. At their Florida immigration
center, and in direct violation of 13th Amendment ‘exception,’ news sources report that for many of the detainees
no criminal records exist. No crime convictions exist.
Meanwhile, the incarceration rates of black men and boys
skyrocket nationwide – the results of “breathing while
black” racial profiling plaguing school dropouts and black
persons of high professional achievement alike. Race stereotyping profile is fundamental to Stand Your Ground and
other contemporary black codes. Ohio prisoners are paid 31
cents an hour.
From whence have we come? And to where do we hope
to go?
U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics reveal that while
Americans represent roughly five percent of the world’s
population, “nearly one-quarter of the entire world’s
inmates are incarcerated in the U.S. Imprisonment of
America’s 2.3 million prisoners, costing $24,000 per inmate
per year and $5.1 billion in new prison construction, consumes $60.3 billion in budget expenditures. Black males
are incarcerated at a rate more than 6.5 times that of white
males and 2.5 that of Hispanic males.” Ohio private sectors
urge General Assembly restriction of prison-manufactured
products and their open-market sales.
Dr. Merelyn Bates-Mims serves as principal researcher for
the research study on Racial Profiling commissioned by
the Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal, Bishop of the Episcopal
Diocese of Southern Ohio. The Rev. Dr. Otis Moss, Jr., Pastor
of Cleveland’s Olivet Institutional Baptist Church; The Rev.
Dr. Wallace Charles Smith, Senior Pastor of Shiloh Baptist
Church, D.C.; the Cincinnati Human Relations Commission
and the Ohio Council of Churches join together with Bishop
Breidenthal in Task Force leadership for the study.
Please join in! Take the survey at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VP7K8RW
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A thank you to the people of Southern Ohio
After I announced my intention to retire as Bishop Suffragan of
Southern Ohio, I received a phone call from Jon Boss informing me
that the diocese wished to solicit contributions for the Episcopal Relief
& Development’s NetsforLife® Inspiration Fund in honor of my ministry. He stated that their goal was $1000 for the 18 years of my episcopal ministry. I was humbled but somewhat skeptical of reaching that
lofty goal.
You can imagine my delight and surprise when the last issue of
Interchange arrived and Emily Jane Pucker announced that thanks
The Rt. Rev.
to matching gifts from the Procter Fund and from Episcopal Relief
Kenneth L.
& Development itself, our contributions will mean that over 17,000
Price, Jr.
people will now receive an opportunity to avoid disease, to live, to
prosper and ultimately to make a contribution in this world.
As I sit in my home study and glance about at the mementos, certificates and plaques
that have been given to me in recognition of some aspect of ministry over the years I
realize that as heartwarming as they all are, they pale when compared to the realization

rest
in peace
Gerry Rodgers, the wife of Bob
Rodgers, long-time resident manager of
Procter Center, Vinton County Camp and
Vine Cliff Camp, died March 27. She
was 78.
Popular with many campers and
clergy who visited Procter throughout the
’90s, Gerry was a loving supporter of her
husband’s decades-long ministry in the
diocese as the resident manager and overseer of diocesan camp facilities. Known
as the epitome of hospitality to all visitors at the camps,
Gerry had a beautiful singing voice and made a mean pan
of peanut butter fudge.
She is survived by her husband of 59 years, Bob; children, Deb Rodgers of Logan, Pam Rodgers of Hamden
and Rob Rodgers of Chillicothe; sisters, Wilma Ray of
Chillicothe, Delores Marks of California and Judy Salts
of Cincinnati; as well as three grandchildren, two greatgrandchildren and several nieces and nephews.
A memorial service was held April 13, at Trinity,
McArthur. Gerry’s family would appreciate memorial
contributions to the American Heart Association, P.O. Box
163549, Columbus, OH 43216.
Brother Clement Kimber, Interim
Chairman of the Diocesan Education
Commission in the Episcopal Church of
Liberia and PIMIL Liaison the Episcopal
Schools, Grand Cape Mount County,
Liberia, died January 20. Clement was a
visitor to Southern Ohio in 2010 as part
of our ongoing discernment process with
Liberia. Clement is survived by his wife,
Lydia Kimbler, and nine children.

of the number of lives that will be saved because NetsforLife® will able to prevent disease and death using the funds given in my honor. To be able to look back on my ministry and see this result from the generosity of the people whose lives I have intersected
with is the greatest honor any bishop could imagine. I thank you all from the bottom of
my heart.
Mariann and I are delighted to be back in our Hilliard home after my time in
Pittsburgh ended in October. The recognition given us at the banquet at Convention was
affirming. Thanks to Bishop Breidenthal’s generosity, I have be been able to share, from
time to time, in a few services and will certainly be willing to assist him as needed, but
for the most part it has been a joy for Mariann and me to worship together on Sunday
morning in some of our great Columbus congregations. (I am delighted to find we have
some fine preachers among our clergy). We also are doing some traveling and finally, I
do not have to spend most of my time on those trips in meetings.
Thank you all once again for your honoring me by your participation in the
NetsforLife® program. I cannot think of a more appropriate or meaningful retirement
recognition.

A leader in the true sense
by Trish Richter
Interchange contributor

Grace Jones is no stranger to knocking barriers associated with a learning disability. The Council for Exceptional Children agrees. The national
organization presented a Yes I Can! Award to her at its convention in
San Antonio, Texas in April. The 22-year-old member of Christ Church
Cathedral shines as a model student and community member, says a
news release about the award.
CEC is an international organization composed of special and gifted
education professionals who work to improve the quality of life for
individuals with exceptionalities and their families through professional
excellence and advocacy.
Each year, the Yes I Can! program recognizes the accomplishments of
21 students. Awards are given in seven categories: academics, athletics,
school and community activities, self-advocacy, technology and transition. Jones received the award in the academics category.
Jones earned the award for her dedication in pursuing a college career
through Northern Kentucky University’s Supported Higher Education
Project. While enrolled in SHEP, she completed 24 credit hours as a
non-degree seeking student, the first female student with an intellectual
disability to do so.
Christ Church Cathedral’s Grace Jones
“The Yes I Can! Awards were developed to recognize the accomplishments of students with disabilities who have achieved remarkable things,” says CEC president Christy A. Chambers.
“Grace is most deserving of this award for her hard work and perseverance.”
Dr. Melissa M. Jones (no relation), associate professor of Special Education at NKU, said she nominated Jones for
this award “because of her drive, independence, motivation and demonstrated leadership on the NKU campus.” The
young Jones contributed to SHEP’s efforts by helping to produce a video about student mentoring and sharing her
own story for publication on the SHEP website.
Students both with and without disabilities mentor one another in the program, says Dr. Jones.
Pursuing a college education was a significant goal for Jones. When asked what drove her to enroll at NKU, she
says she decided to go to college to further her education and to gain the experiences she would need to acquire a job.
“I enjoy learning, and college allows me to continue my education. I am the kind of person that likes to be around
people, and college provides me the opportunity to be with people my own age,” she says.
When asked about Jones’ future, Dr. Jones says she hopes the award will give Jones well-deserved recognition
because she knows she can be successful in competitive employment, if given the chance.
“Grace is a leader in the true sense of the word,” says Dr. Jones.
Now that she’s finished with college, Jones says that she is looking for a job and expects “to stay involved at the
cathedral as a chalice bearer, a member of the Flower Guild and Altar Guild, and as an acolyte.” Her long-term goals
include living on her own, traveling throughout the United States and abroad and learning a foreign language.
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‘The Right Track’ travels road
between justice and redemption
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
Quietly, her face filled with sorrow, a battered
woman confesses, “I shot and nearly killed my husband.” You are close, as if you’re leaning across the
kitchen table to catch her words.
Shelia is one of four Ohioans who share their
stories in the 26-minute documentary “The Right
Track” created by the Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner. The
film will be broadcast later this year on television
and is designed to be a perfect length for a discussion in a church, school or civic group.
“The Right Track is a portraits-driven documentary about the struggle between justice and
redemption, as experienced by people who have
committed crimes, served time and have returned to
society,” says Julnes-Dehner. “The goal is to bring
the people experiencing this alive, and in front of
viewers, because we as citizens have decisions to
make. Other people are going to prison, but we are
all affected.”
Moved by the stories of the Rev. Jackie Burns,
who is helping Christian ex-felons to rebuild a
constructive relationship to society, Julnes-Dehner
decided to give faces to the statistic that over 2 milA scene from ‘The Right Track’ is projected on the ceiling of
Tom and Cathy Crain’s living room at the salon. Photos by
lion Americans are incarcerated. A seasoned filmArile Miller
maker, she won a significant grant for the project
from the Ohio Humanities Council to help cover
the costs. Canon Joanna Leiserson of Christ Church
ers in different risk categories. Judge Allen shared
Cathedral, which sponsored the film, has written a
her joy over the fact that new state law has expanded
study guide.
her ability to award expungements, plus the option to
Reaching out to Cincinnati non-profits who work
review ex-offenders one-by-one and issue certificates
with released prisoners, Julnes-Dehner found four
of employability, making previously mandatory barriers
people whose story spanned the entire arc from
to employment discretionary, and protecting employers
“crime to point of change and battles for a stabilized
from the threat of negligent hiring suits.
life as returning citizens,” she explains. She alterHamilton County re-entry director DeAnna Hoskins
nates the narratives of the four ex-prisoners with
reported
on exciting new teamwork between her office,
Filmmaker Noel Julnes-Dehner(left) and the Rev. Canon Joanna Leiserson
those of Hamilton County judges Nadine Allen and
UC, Cincinnati Works and the county’s newly elected
of Christ Church Cathedral teamed up to make a study guide for Julnes
Norbert Nadel and prosecutor Joe Deters.
Sheriff Jim Neil to find appropriate follow-up for each
Dehner’s film, ‘The Right Track.’
“I had read things about criminal justice in the
individual convicted of crime. She particularly compapers, but it’s not as powerful as meeting people.
mended the new handling of child support delinquency
The film doesn’t have a point of view: It’s to promote discussion. What are the values and
that emphasizes keeping parents in their jobs rather than locking them up, where they have
principles that inform our laws?” Julnes-Dehner explains. How are justice and redemption
no way to care for their children.
defined by the Ohio legal system and by popular opinion? “How do Ohioans balance a secAny church could invite public officials and non-profits to a forum like this, using the
ond chance with personal shortcoming and recidivism?”
film as a springboard. “The documentary offers no solutions but a jump-start for discussion
The impact of these first-hand stories was powerful in a preview shown April 14 at
about what Ohioans value and changes that could be made to benefit our communities,”
the home of Cincinnati philanthropists Cathy and Tom Crain, who hold salons to explore
says Julnes-Dehner.
current issues. Their living room was packed with Cincinnati leaders including Bishop
Dave Eschenbach, a leader of the Cathedral’s weekly 5,000 Club community dinner, was
Breidenthal, several City Council members, Judge Allen, County Coroner Lakshmi
galvanized to learn of the services available for ex-offenders in Hamilton County. “Many
Sammarco and staff from major non-profits who strive to prevent crime or help people
of these agencies could help the people we see every week,” he said. “I’m planning on
overcome the barriers created by having a criminal record.
inviting them to meet with our guests, so we can serve as a better resource.”
Moved by a brief excerpt of the ex-prisoners’ stories, the group dove into passionate
Julnes-Dehner welcomes anyone concerned about criminal justice to attend the premiere
sharing of news and hopes. Dr. Edward Latessa, a University of Cincinnati criminologist
of “The Right Track” on Tuesday, May 21 at the 20th Century Theater in Oakley.
whose research has been key in Ohio’s groundbreaking criminal justice reforms, described
People will be able to reserve a place beginning May 1 by emailing kstrunk@fbtlaw.com
the factors in recidivism and the implications for choosing the best sanction for offendor calling 513.651.6166. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., the film begins at 7:30.
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Apostle Paul guides Procter Center to
live by wisdom of God
What does spiritual freedom mean to a new Christian?
When everyone around you is caught up in immorality,
and you’re bombarded with constant temptation, how do
you stand for righteousness?
That is what Paul was confronting in his first letter to
the Corinthians. The Apostle Paul had planted a church
in Corinth sometime around 50 AD, and now, just a few
years later, he was receiving reports of problems. The
church was troubled with division,
lawsuits between believers, sexual
Christine
sins and disorderly worship.
Paul wrote them a letter to conTokarz
front and correct these concerns,
answer their questions and give
them some instructions on how
to live their lives as followers of
Christ. He warned them not to
conform to the world around them,
but rather, to live as godly examples, reflecting Christlikeness in
the midst of an unruly society.
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not
many of you were wise by human standards, not many
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame
Want to
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world
know what’s
to shame the strong;
happening at Procter
What if Paul were speaking to each of us?
Center? Check out
What if an apostle walked into your life and
page 28 for some
pleaded with you to turn away from the wisexciting upcoming
dom of the world, and instead live our lives by
events!
the wisdom of God.
For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of
lives. We live in a world in which:
the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will
▪ People are looking for No. 1; and competithwart.’…Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
tion is more valued than cooperation.
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
▪ Facts like climate change are left up for debate,
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through
even though the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who
Administration (NOAA), has determined that 2000 to
believe.
2010 was the warmest decade on record.
First, we should determine what wisdom is. As
▪ The divide between the rich and poor grows ever
defined by the American Heritage Dictionary of the
larger, despite the U.S. being the wealthiest nation in the
English Language, wisdom is
world; one out of every five children in the United States
1. Understanding of what is true, right, or lasting;
is now living in poverty.
insight.
As the Director of Procter Center I spent some time
2. Common sense; good judgment.
reflecting on the ways in which we attempt to follow the
And so it follows that a life following the wisdom of
wisdom of God. I put forth that:
God is to:
▪ We are purposeful in our mission to provide a safe
▪ Live a life of purpose
and inviting space that cultivates spiritual formation,
▪ Love God with your whole heart, which really
models sustainable living and celebrates God’s love.
means loyalty and kindness
▪ We live as disciples in intentional community,
▪ Look out for your neighbor
through weekly staff worship, daily staff meals and our
▪ Honor your mother and father
strong adherence to teamwork.
▪ Invite in the stranger
▪ We invite in the stranger and operate with an under▪ Care for creation
lying ethic of radical Christian hospitality, serving
The reality is, that despite our best efforts these are
healthy, chemical free foods, hosting community festinoble and challenging pillars upon which to build our
vals and gatherings and providing retreat space for other

Christian communities.
▪ We care for creation, growing our food
organically, purchasing our meat from local farmers,
reducing food waste and providing fair trade coffee for
our guests.
We are not perfect in our work and at Procter the wisdom of the world tempts us on a daily basis in situations
like when we are faced with difficult budget decisions,
and have to choose between fixing the kitchen ovens or
hiring much needed help; when we have unruly guests
that smoke in our rooms and leave trash on the grounds,
making it difficult to welcome in the stranger; or when
we all drop our regular responsibilities to clear sidewalks
of snow to ensure they are safe for passing.
Although we do have our setbacks, it is always our
intention to heed the words of the Paul the Apostle and
operate under the wisdom of God.
He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who
became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
Chris Tokarz serves as Executive Director of Procter Center.
Contact her at ctokarz@diosohio.org.
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This year’s
Chocolate Fest winners!
Celebrity Judges Rob Gannaway, Betty
Rodriquez-Hakes and Dan Tomalin tasted every
recipe created by amateur contestants, and
awarded prizes in four categories.
Hats off to Cynthia, Susie and Allison Blocksom
of Redeemer, who entered three recipes, all of
them winners! We also congratulate Jennifer
Baker, a West Chester resident who read about
Chocolate Fest in the paper. She loves to bake
but her husband doesn’t like chocolate, so she
was delighted to have an excuse to make an
abundance of heavenly angel food cake and
chocolate chip peanut granola bars. Both of her
recipes won prizes!
Alissa Gannaway’s Healthy Chocolate Bites are
luscious truffles with only 25 calories each.
Guilt-free bliss! Here are the winners:
Best Chocolate:
1st prize: Lavender Cake, Meridith Owensby,
Lydia’s House and Church of the Advent
2nd prize: That Chocolate Cake, Cynthia
Blocksom, Redeemer, Cincinnati
3rd prize: Black and White Cookies, Amy
Saunders, St. Anne’s, West Chester
Most Unusual:
1st prize: Chocolate Tamales, Price Hill
Homework Club, Church of Our Saviour
2nd prize: Mini-Boston Crème Pies with
Rum-Caramelized Bananas, Nicky Parrish, St.
Andrew’s Cincinnati
3rd prize: Chocolate Chip Cake (with passion
fruit curd!), David Richards, Redeemer
Most Savory:
1st prize: Pumpkin Chocolate Chili, Susie
Blocksom, Redeemer
2nd prize: Kosher Salted Mixed Nut Bars –
Angie Larimer and Cathy Theobald, Christ
Church, Glendale
3rd prize: Salted Caramel Shortbread – Allison
Precht Blocksom
Most Savory Guilt-Free Food:
1st prize: Healthy Chocolate Bites, Alissa
Gannaway, St. Anne’s, West Chester
2nd prize: Chocolate Angel Food Cake: Jennifer
Baker
3rd prize: Chocolate Peanut Granola Bars:
Jennifer Baker
Then the Chocolate Elves got busy whipping
up parish enthusiasm! They sold $539 worth
of ballots – enough for pantries to provide over
2,150 meals worth of groceries. In the resulting
People’s Choice voting, ballots overflowed with
the following results:
People’s Choice Most Sweet winners:
1st: Black and White Cookies, Amy Saunders,
St. Anne’s
2nd: Healthy Chocolate Bites, Alissa Gannaway,
St. Anne’s
3rd: Lavender Cake, Meridith Owensby, Lydia’s
House/Advent
People’s Choice Most Savory Winners:
1st: The English Tea Table, Frankie Croisant and
St. Anne’s Saucy Chefs
2nd: Kosher Salted Mixed Nut Bars: Cathy
Theobald and Angie Larimer, Christ Church,
Glendale
3rd: Pumpkin Chocolate Chili: Susie Blocksom,
Pumpkin Chocolate Chili
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Tea and chocolate bless
Ohioans in need
By Ariel Miller
ECSF Executive Director
Dazzling sunshine did not sway over
150 people from dedicating their Saturday
afternoon to doing a very good deed in
church: flocking to St. Anne’s, West
Chester, on April 20 to love their neighbor
by taking tea…and tamales, and miniquiche, and shortbread, and even pumpkin
chocolate chili!
The occasion? Episcopal Community
Services Foundation’s Chocolate Fest,
which expanded beyond chocolate for the
first time this year to include the savory
and sweet delights of English Tea.
St. Anne’s deacon Jackie Williams
blessed all the food and assured all guests
that they were absolved of all calories
The Chocolate Elves raised $539 for community ministry
because they were about to dive in for a
good cause.
Chocolate Fest is one of two annual
special events benefitting ECSF, an independent charity which is the diocese’s
primary source of grants for community
ministries tackling poverty in Ohio. The
event, beautifully organized by a gifted
and gleeful team from St. Anne’s, has
raised almost $18,000 through donations,
tickets, sponsorships, and auction bids.
St. Anne’s English Tea theme inspired
bakers from ten Episcopal congregations
and the wider community to prepare over
30 different delectable recipes. “Thank
you, it was SUCH GREAT FUN,” wrote
MaryCarol Hopkins of St. Andrew’s after
Nicky Parrish and Linda Meador of St. Andrew’s
the party. “It was obvious that everyone
Cincinnati
was having a great time. The samples
were beautiful as well as delicious, a comto make the best use of social media.
pletely entertaining afternoon.”
St. Anne’s is a church that embraces
Most awesome were the dueling British
every member’s call to community sertea tables of the St. Anne’s Saucy Chefs – a
vice, so it was perfect that the parish won
team of British expatriates and American
ECSF’s first-ever Bishop Breidenthal
admirers led by Frankie Crosiant – and Karen David Richards of Redeemer with his prize-winning
Common Good Award for points earned
chocolate chip cake
Schwartz, representing Trinity, Hamilton.
by bake-off prizes and total number of
Frankie and her team made amazing sausage
auction items donated. For the coming
Saviour/La Iglesia de Nuestro Salvador in
rolls, mini-quiches, tiny scones and sandyear St. Anne’s can proudly display the St.
Cincinnati.
wiches, plus a tray of chocolate cake so light
The leaders of this year’s planning team Chocolate Icon created for ECSF by fabric
it practically flew into your mouth.
artist Maude Haeger of Ascension and
were brand-new Episcopalians Ronda
Karen filled French pastry shells with
Holy Trinity.
Reigle as Chair and Ron Dowling as aucchicken salad; made tender sandwiches of
ECSF’s board is deeply grateful for
tion co-chair. Both are members of this
whole wheat rolled around asparagus, and
major corporate sponsorships by PNC
year’s adult confirmation class. Several
created strawberry confections that look
Bank, Clark Schaefer Hackett, and
other planning committee members had
like Easter bonnets.
TriHealth, as well as generous donacome to the Episcopal Church from other
The top prize in Most Unusual went to
tions by Graeter’s, Aglamesis Chocolate,
faiths - from Baptist to Catholic. Shared
the chocolate tamales wrapped in cornhusks, made in a marathon session the day delight in having found this faith generated Madisono’s Gelato, Episcopal Retirement
before by the madres and hijos of the Price some profound discussions in the midst of Homes, Skilled Care Direct and an anonymous donor.
Hill Homework Club of the Church of Our brainstorming contest categories and how
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dianA butler bass,
continued from page 1
Butler Bass started the conversation with
something in church decline that we can actually take comfort in. Over the last 40 or so
years when it was mostly the mainline churches
that were declining, “Everybody said we were
declining because we were too liberal, we had
women ministers, that we didn’t have great worship, we didn’t use guitars, didn’t have overhead
projectors in our churches…we’ve been living in a story of decline and it’s always about
something we do, theologically or in terms of
worship. But guess what? The Southern Baptist
Convention is not liberal, and they do use guitars – and they are one of the fastest declining
denominations in the United States,” she said.
So whatever is causing the decline in mainline, Protestant denominations, it isn’t about the
theology or the style of worship, says Butler
Bass. We know this because conservative
denominations are declining at the same pace
that liberal denominations began declining in
the 1970s, and liturgical churches are declining at the same rate as those with contemporary
worship styles. Growth is the exception and is
isolated to particular congregations within any
religion. So what’s the good news in this?
“If it’s nearly everybody, that means it’s not just you,”
she said.
The change, Butler Bass states, is that sometime in the
early 21st century, the United States has moved from being
a relatively diverse Protestant country of the 1960s to one
of religious pluralism – no single religious group with a
majority. “This will not change. We (Protestants) will not
go back to being a majority,” Butler Bass asserts.
This has community impact and is driving the political
life of the country as well, and to show that point Butler
Bass shared statistics from the 2012 presidential election.
(See chart above) Whether you vote along red or blue party
lines, one thing is glaringly obvious: White Christians
in this country are declining. (notice the orange bars getting smaller?). Butler Bass jokingly refers to the shrinking demographic as what one clergy person called the
“trapezoid of despair.” What does this mean? “For those
of us depending on that ‘orange space’ for the future of the
church, we just can’t do that anymore,” she states simply.
“Awakening for the church is not church growth,” says
Butler Bass. “The first prerequisite to waking up is to open
our eyes,” she says. How do we move what we know and
love into that pluralistic society? It is incumbent upon us to
go to their space, with our faith, and share it with them in
their context.
“If we were hedge fund managers and looked at that
graph, we would say we need to invest in the emerging
markets,” she said. And so, we need to be “the hedge fund
managers of the kingdom of God,” she adds.
That emerging market is two-fold; one is ‘spiritual, but
not religious,’ the other is ethnically and religiously pluralistic. And while they seem very different, Butler Bass maintains that their needs are really quite the same.
“They both need new language,” she said. “One needs a
new theological vocabulary delivered in new ways, and the
other needs resources in their own language and culture.”

And one common thing ties those needs together – technology.
Eighteen to 29-year olds are digital natives, people who
grew up with digital technology and have a greater understanding of its concepts. A vibrant congregation, says Butler
Bass, needs to deliver new content to these digital natives
while still relating to the needs of its traditional constituents.
“We need to open ways toward the future,” she says. At
the same time, we have a commitment to the people who
have been around, and we
have to be able to help them
navigate this new world that
they are living in.
More and more people
identify as ‘spiritual, but not
religious,’ Butler Bass says,
because sometime in the first
decade of this millennium,
‘religion’ as a standalone
word has become a negative.
When people think about
religion, they think about
the popular definition of the
word – an institution that has
organized matters pertaining to belief and that derives
authority from external
Diana Butler Bass
resources. But when people
think about the word spiritual, the popular definition is an
experience that connects one with a deeper sense of self and
the divine, wherein authority is validated through internal
sources. But in a survey of Americans that asked “Are you
spiritual or religious?” 48% of responders identified themselves as both, saying they want to combine the religious
institution with the experiential.
So, Butler Bass challenged the attendees of the conference: How much time (and resources) do you spend in your

church on your building, on your rules - on your
institution? And how much time (and resources) do
you spend on helping people have a deep experiential relationship with God?
“It’s not about where you put the pews,” she
said. “It’s what you’re doing with them.” We need
to put our emphasis and energy in this new interest
in experiential faith.
In order to begin this conversion of contemporary Christianity, we have to really hear the
questions that the universe is asking, Butler Bass
said. The questions that once shaped Western
Christianity were ones of objective belief:
Believing: What do I (we) believe? Creed and
dogma
Behaving: How do I (we) do that? Rules and
techniques
Belonging: Who am I (are we)? Membership
and choice
But the questions now have become ones that
are experiential and spiritual:
Believing: How do I (we) believe? Experience
and reason
Behaving: What should I (we) do now?
Discernment and Purpose
Belonging: Whose am I? (are we)? Relationship
and community
The biggest divide in Christianity today, she
said, is that we still follow the model of the questions that are not in line with the world today. Just
look at the rubrics in the Book of Common Prayer – “We
love our rules so much we intersperse them with our
prayers,” laughs Butler Bass.
“The ‘how’ in belief is not ‘give me information about
God and Jesus’ anymore,” she said. “And ‘how’ is the driving question of the early part of the 21st century. But so
many churches are still stuck teaching the ‘what’ that they
can’t even get to the ‘how’” she adds.
This is why “any set of rules or plans to increase attendance and grow the church that has been handed down
doesn’t work!” she said. “Remember the Decade of
Evangelism?”
“People are asking for meaning and purpose in their
life,” said Butler Bass. “In the past, we formed our identity
by belonging to a group that had a label. But now the labels
don’t matter.”
How often do we hear ‘I’m not a part of a church or a
religion, but I have a relationship with Jesus,’ or ‘I’m not
a Democrat or Republican, I voted for that person because
they do good things,’ she explained.
It is all about relational identity, a switch from the objective self to the relational self, she adds. “This is the most
important dimension of philosophical change in 500 years!”
she exclaimed.
As we shift from institution to experience, Butler Bass
says, it makes the question of ‘who is my neighbor?’ the
most important theological question in the Bible. “We have
allowed our dogmas to separate us from our family members. Many people believe that church has certain ideas
about God and rules to follow in order to believe. They
don’t believe they can pass our test, so they don’t even try.”
The great reversal is that now through relationships and
practice, it can lead to trust and conviction.
“It all starts in relationality,” Butler Bass said. “Stop worrying about the ‘what’ and work on creating the neighborhood.”
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Forty years of a listening ear and an Open Door
By Laura A. Hobson
Interchange Contributor
For forty years, the Open Door at the Church of the
Advent in Walnut Hills has served an underprivileged
population hungry for food, anxious for bill payment and
in need of community. Begun as an outreach ministry in
1973 by then parishioner Libby Higgins, the Open Door
grew from a small food pantry where she offered a listening
ear and a pot of coffee to a substantial provider of food, bill
payment services and a welcome center. Forty years later,
the Open Door is still going strong and will celebrate with a
“Fabulous Forty” fundraiser on May 10 at the church.
Venus, 37, moved her family last year from Wisconsin
to an apartment across the street from the Advent to care
for a sick mother-in-law. Her neighbors suggested that
she visit the Open Door to learn more about its services.
Venus came to Open Door in November 2012 and found
Evie Foulkes, the director, and Eva Taylor, coordinator, to
be most welcoming. “It felt right,” says Venus. “I knew to
come back.” Not only did Venus benefit from services for
her mother-in-law, but she also decided to volunteer. She
now works at the Open Door three hours a day, four times
per week. “I can always give back,” she says. “This is my
outlet.”
Foulkes is proud of the group that comes from the neighborhood. “They’re my family,” she says. It’s that family
feeling that she strives to achieve with her staff, which also
includes assistant director Nancy McFadden, as well as
with clients and volunteers. Active at the Open Door since
1985, Foulkes started with the payee program and gradually
became more involved, taking over the director spot when
the former director, the Rev. Angelo Puopolo, became rector of Church of the Advent in 1994.
While many of the clients are from Walnut Hills, people
from all over the city take advantage of the offerings of
Open Door. Foulkes likes to refer to the circle of care,
which includes the payee, client and case manager, often
from Greater Cincinnati Behavioral Health. In one week,
food is packed for 70 to 80 families or singles. A full hot
meal is served to at least 230 people a week at lunch served
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Approximately 200
people take advantage of the free coffee and donuts often
provided by Busken Bakery. In addition, 70 to 80 clients
are seen for payment services, with more on a waiting list.
“We pay the bills,” says Foulkes, and give them some
spending money out of the disability checks that her clients
receive. For these fragile members of our society, Foulkes
notes that the clients trust the staff, and their landlords
know they will be paid. Thus, the Open Door prevents
homelessness and starvation.
The ministry’s staff purchases food from the Freestore
Foodbank at a low cost to distribute through their unique
food pantry. “We pack the food according to the client’s
need,” says Foulkes, as opposed to simply giving the client
a set grouping of food items. The pantry is open Monday
through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m
Puopolo recalls his time as the director in the early days
of the ministry. “I wanted to remove the barriers between
‘us’ and ‘them.’ We opened the doors to many of those who
later became volunteers or paid staff.” The drop in center
became the welcome center, and people stayed as long as

Above: Evie Foulkes, Libby Higgins and the Rev. Murray Hastings,
former rector of Church of the Advent, in front of Open Door in
1987. Right: A current client of Open Door. Photos provided
they wanted to. The ministry added air conditioning, a café
setting and expanded the clothing shop. It was ‘work fair,’
rather than welfare; Puopolo would find people work.
There were very few confrontations and no surprises for
the clients, who might suffer from alcoholism, drug use or
mental issues. They knew what to expect. The clients know
the staff is there for them. Even the late philanthropist Carl
Lindner became involved; he donated $108,000 to Open
Door, which Puopolo says was a shot in the arm. Open
Door is the little engine, he explains, that says “I think I
can.”
A new service offered since February 2013 is the Ohio
Benefit Bank administered by Melissa McNeill, a volunteer
who donates her time once a week. Clients are guided
through the maze of programs, such as Medicare Savings
Program, to determine if they are eligible. In addition,
programs for food assistance (SNAP) and Home Energy
Assistance Program (HEAP) are reviewed for individuals.
A number of people just take advantage of the welcome
center, where they can come in from the cold and visit. The
staff and clergy also visit people who are hospitalized.
Funded by Church of the Advent, private donations and foundations such as the Episcopal Community Services Foundation,
the Greater Cincinnati Foundation and the Schmidlapp
Foundation, the center has a budget of $180,000. For Foulkes,
it’s a labor of love. “I love working with disabled adults who are

grateful for the service. I come from a family where there was
mental illness,” she says. So, she gives back. “It is rewarding to
see all these volunteers. This is sort of the neighborhood center,”
she says.
Open Door is the major community outreach program
of the Church of the Advent, but volunteers come from all
over Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky to help. Lakeside
Presbyterian Church in Lakeside Park, KY, donated $1,500
recently for food, and the youth group comes to pack food
on the last Saturday of the month.
Demographically, the statistics speak volumes. Clients’
ages range from 18 to 70. There are some families with
children. Foulkes sees primarily more men than women,
but notes that the Open Door is, indeed, an open door to all
in the community who need help.
A challenge Foulkes faces frequently is staying up-todate with all the resources available to those in need. “We
can’t offer everything,” she notes, so the staff often refers
clients to additional service providers. An advisory board
of directors, composed of people across the city, meets once
a month to review activities of the ministry.
Puopolo points to the core value of compassion: “That’s
what we had to do,” he notes. One size does not fit all;
each person is approached with new eyes. The Open Door
reflects the heart of St. Francis and his love for the less
fortunate.
“Outreach is very important to the church,” says Foulkes.
She proudly points to newly painted walls, which church
volunteers just did. She notes more stabilization in her
clients than major changes, but that is sufficient for her. It’s
a matter of improving the programs we have here and not
outgrowing the space. “I love this location. It’s a perfect
spot for what we do,” concludes Foulkes.
Puopolo agrees. “This is a ministry of presence and
touch. Open Door is why Church of the Advent is still
there.”
Fabulous Forty, a benefit dinner for the Open Door Ministry
will be held on Friday, May 10 at the church, located at 2366
Kemper Lane in Walnut Hills. Donation to attend the dinner is
$65 per person. Call 513.961.2100 for more information.
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Market Street Pantry:
A new ministry to the hungry in Newark
By the Rev. Stephen Applegate
Interchange contributor
The Market Street Pantry, the newest outreach ministry of St. Luke’s, Granville, opened its doors for
the first time on a bright and chilly morning April 3. Sheila McGrath, the director of Newark’s newest
food pantry, welcomed the first guest about 15 minutes before the scheduled opening time of 10 a.m.
He arrived at the door, as he said, “a little early.”
Others on hand for the pantry opening along with McGrath and Chuck Moore, Executive Director of
the Food Pantry Network of Licking County (FPN), were volunteers Susan Potter, Sara Jean Wilhelm,
Tom Wortham, Leon Gage, the Rev. John Kauffman, Lisa Westall and Mary Kishler.
Guests to the new pantry were greeted with homemade cookies made by Fr. John and juice, along
with slices of fresh mango. Clients could sample some mango before deciding to take some of the exotic
fruit home with them in their shopping bags. Fresh produce is just one selection offered at the “choice”
food pantry.
The shelves were stocked, and the refrigerators and freezers were full
of food provided by the Food Pantry Network. Many volunteers from St.
Luke’s had a hand in preparing for the day, doing tasks large and small to
make sure everything was in place. Parishioners stuffed insulation and
caulked doors and windows to improve the former warehouse’s energy efficiency. Chairs and tables were donated along with two freezers. The Food
Pantry Network provided two refrigerators and freezers as well. In addition,
Market Street Pantry has received more than $13,000 in contributions to help
defray the costs of leasehold improvements, monthly rent and utilities.
The pantry has a large garage door through which pallets of food can be
delivered easily by FPN. A major delivery happens on the first Wednesday
of each month. Volunteers break down the cases of food and arrange them
on temporary shelving according to categories determined by the Food
Pantry Network. Family size determines how many items can be taken from each food category.
Every Tuesday volunteers pick up donations of produce, bread and dairy items from the main food
pantry on Steel Avenue and bring them back to Market Street for use on the following Wednesday and
Saturday.
As people enter, clients are directed to register with the pantry. Clients must show proof of address
and some evidence of how many are living in their household in order to receive food. And although
this information is now taken by hand, the Food Pantry Network will be converting to an online computerized system in the near future.
Once registration is complete, those using the pantry take a shopping cart and, accompanied by one
of St. Luke’s volunteers, shop just as if they were in a supermarket. One of the reasons St. Luke’s was
offered the opportunity to host the pantry was because we could offer a “choice pantry” rather than a
pantry where clients are handed a box of already-packed food. Studies have shown that people use food
they choose better than food that’s selected for them.
The entrance to the Market Street Pantry is in an alley off Market Street between Fourth and Fifth
Streets in an area two blocks west of the square. A new sign, provided by the Food Pantry Network,
identifies the pantry and its hours: Wednesdays and Saturdays between 10 a.m. and 12 noon.
Market Street Pantry is located at 37 ½ South Fourth Street in Newark. Interested in knowing more
about the pantry or in volunteering? Please contact Sheila McGrath at 740.587.0482 or smcgrath48@
gmail.com.

Parish
Audit
Workshop

By David Robinson
Chief Financial Officer

The second of three 2013 treasurer’s workshops, “How
to complete a parish audit,” will be held on Saturday, June
22 at the Procter Center. Participants will review the step by
step process of how to complete a parish audit. The workshop will include discussions on who should sit on an audit

committee and what questions should be asked. Also CPAs
from a local accounting firm will discuss the services of an
independent public accountant and when it may be worth
engaging a CPA firm.
The workshop will take place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Cost $10, includes lunch. Register at www.diosohio.org/
events. For further questions, contact David Robinson at
drobinson@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712.
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Pancakes produce Good
Samaritans
Youth from St. Mark’s, Dayton,
presented a check for $222 to Jim
Rudd, liaison to Canterbury Court,
as a donation to the Good Samaritan
Fund at the Dayton area Episcopal
Retirement Homes low-income senior
housing facility. The money was
raised by the youth at the 2012 and
2013 Shrove Tuesday pancake suppers.

St. Barnabas, Montgomery, will host a benefit concert on Sunday, June 9, for
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Cincinnati. The 2 p.m. concert at St. Barnabas,
10345 Montgomery Road in Montgomery, will be open to the public.
Michael Chertock, organist of St. Barnabas, will lead the 90-minute program of
classical and popular music. Mr. Chertock is also known in the region as principal keyboardist of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, music director of the Blue
Ash-Montgomery Symphony Orchestra and an assistant professor of music in the
University of Cincinnati’s College-Conservatory of Music.
Voluntary contributions will be requested from those attending the concert. All
proceeds will be donated in support of Habitat for Humanity’s construction of homes
for families partnering with the nonprofit, ecumenical Christian housing organization. St. Barnabas is a member of the Eastside Coalition of Churches, part of the
Cincinnati-area Habitat organization. For more information, contact the St. Barnabas
church office at 513.984.8401.

St. Paul’s Knitters honored
Congratulations to St. Paul’s, Chillicothe, Knitting and Crocheting for Ross
County Kids. The knitters received this year’s “hero” award from the American
Red Cross, conferred at a banquet March 15. During 2012, the 12-15 knitters in this
ecumenical group completed more than 1,000 scarves, mittens and hats for needy
children!

Almost time for loafin’
London’s gastronomic extravaganza, otherwise known as the Trinity Ham Loaf
Dinner, will be held on Tuesday, May 14 from 4 to 7 p.m. at Trinity, London.
The menu includes ham loaf, escalloped potatoes or macaroni and cheese, green
beans, apple sauce, rolls and assorted desserts. Diners can dine in or drive through.
Suggested donations are $9 for adults (12 and over) and $4 for children under 12.
Trinity is located on the corner of 4th and Main in London. Call 740.852.9298 for
more information.

Spring rummage sales
Saturday, May 4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. Mary’s, Hillsboro. 234 N. High Street in
Hillsboro. Call 937.393.2043 for more information.
Saturday, June 1, 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at St. James, Westwood. 3207 Montana
Ave. in Cincinnati. Call 513.661.1154 for more information.

Redeemer on the greens
Join the folks from Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park, on Saturday, June 1
at 11:30 a.m. for a wonderful day of fellowship and a round of golf at California
Golf Course. Whether you are an avid golfer or a novice duffer, mark your calendar to join us in this fun scramble. Greens fees are $65 per person. Register on the
Redeemer website www.redeemer-cincy.org or by phoning the parish
office at 513.321.6700.

Celtic Service
A Celtic worship service will be held on Sunday, May 5 in
Kilbourne Hall at St. John’s, Worthington at 5 p.m. Come and
experience the quiet spirituality of the Celtic Christian tradition with music, meditation and liturgy emphasizing the unity
and innate goodness of God’s creation. The service is led by St.
John’s parishioners, lasts less than an hour and is followed by
a time of hospitality. For more information, call the church at
614.846.5180.
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May/June/July
May

June

July

2-5 – School for Diaconal Formation at Procter Center. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Lynn Carter-Edmands at 800.582.1712.
4 – Forming the Household of God, Intergenerational formation program at
the Procter Center, 10 a.m. $20, includes lunch and materials. Register at
www.diosohio.org/events.
4 – Columbus area regional confirmations at All Saints, New Albany, 11
a.m. Contact: Pat Haug at 800.582.1712 ext. 103.
7 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
8 - Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter Center, 9 a.m.
Contact: Janice West at 937.278.2249.
8 – Affirmative Aging Commission’s St. Simeon and St. Anna Society award
Eucharist and luncheon at Procter Center, 11 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Bruce
Smith at revabs@att.net.
9 – Fresh Start/Residency programs meet at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
11 – Anti-Racism training at Procter Center, 9 a.m. Register at
www.diosohio.org/events. Contact: Debby Stokes at 614.933.8715.
11 – Safe Church comprehensive training at St. Thomas, Terrace Park, 10
a.m. No cost, bring your own brown bag lunch. Register at
www.diosohio.org/events or by calling Heather Windle at 800.582.1712
ext. 113. Contact: the Rev. Darren Elin at 513.831.2052.
11 – Safe Church comprehensive training at St. Alban’s, Bexley, 10 a.m.
No cost, bring your own brown bag lunch. Register at www.diosohio.org/
events or by calling Heather Windle at 800.582.1712 ext. 113. Contact:
the Rev. Darren Elin at 513.831.2052.
11 – Common Ministry teams meet at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the
Rev. Canon Lynn Carter-Edmands at 800.582.1712.
11 – East area confirmations at St. James, Zanesville, 11 a.m. Contact: Pat
Haug at 800.582.1712 ext. 103.
14 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
16 – Advisory Commission on Compensation and Resources meets at
Diocesan House, 1:30 p.m. Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
18 – Procter Camper Scamper 5K walk/run at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
Cost: $15, participants will receive t-shirt and lunch. All proceeds benefit
the Procter Summer Camping program. Register at www.diosohio.org/
events.
18 – Graduations for School of Diaconal Formation, Education for Ministry,
and SOLLI, 11 a.m. at Christ Chapel at the Procter Center. Contact: the
Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands at 800.582.1712.
19 – Dayton area confirmations at St. George’s, Washington Twp., 3 p.m.
Contact: Pat Haug at 800.582.1712 ext. 103.
22 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan House, noon. Contact: the Rev.
Bruce Freeman at bruce@redeemer-cincy.org or 513.321.6700.
27 – Diocesan House closed for Memorial Day holiday.
28 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
31 – Deadline for June/July Interchange.

1 – Safe Church comprehensive training at St.
Anne’s, West Chester, 9 a.m. No cost, bring your
own brown bag lunch. Register at
www.diosohio.org/events or by calling Heather
Windle at 800.582.1712 ext. 113.
Contact: the Rev. Darren Elin at 513.831.2052.
4 – Anti-Racism training at Procter Center,
9 a.m. Register at www.diosohio.org/events.
Contact: Debby Stokes at 614.933.8715.
5 – Safe Church comprehensive training at
Procter Center, 9 a.m. Cost $9 for lunch. Register
at www.diosohio.org/events or by calling Heather
Windle at 800.582.1712 ext. 113. Contact: the
Rev. Darren Elin at 513.831.2052.
7-9 – Family Camp 1. Register at
www.youth.diosohio.org.
11 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House,
10 a.m.
11-15 – Boys and Girls Camp. Register at
www.youth.diosohio.org.
15 – Safe Church comprehensive training at All
Saints, New Albany, 9 a.m. No cost, bring your
own brown bag lunch. Register at
www.diosohio.org/events or by calling Heather
Windle at 800.582.1712 ext. 113. Contact: the
Rev. Darren Elin at 513.831.2052.
15 – Diocesan Council meets at Procter Center,
10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Charles Wilson at
740.369.3175.
17-22 – Intermediate Camp. Register at
www.youth.diosohio.org.
20 – Advisory Commission on Compensation and
Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30 p.m.
Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
22 – Parish Audit Workshop at Procter Center,
9 a.m. Contact: David Robinson at 800.582.1712.
24-29 – Senior High Camp. Register at
www.youth.diosohio.org.
29 – Ordination of Deacons at Christ Church
Cathedral, 10 a.m. Clergy: red stoles.

1 – Family Camp 2.
Register at www.youth.
diosohio.org.
4 – Diocesan House
closed for Independence
Day.
6 – Common Ministry
teams meet at Procter
Center, 10 a.m. Contact:
the Rev. Canon Lynn
Carter-Edmands at
800.582.1712.
8-13 – Creative Arts
Camp. Register at www.
youth.diosohio.org.
10 – Commission on
Congregational Life
meets at Procter Center,
9 a.m. Contact: Janice
West at 937.278.2249.
15-20 – Confirmation
Camp. Register at www.
youth.diosohio.org.
22-27 – Junior Camp.
Register at www.youth.
diosohio.org.
31-Aug 3 – Family Camp
3. Register at www.
youth.diosohio.org.
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Procter Summer Camps
Going (16)

Procter Summer Camp
The 2013 Summer Camping season gets underway June 7-9 with Family Camp 1. Age-specific and specialty camps,
along with 2 additional sessions of Family Camp will run through Aug. 3. The theme for this year’s camp is “Bountiful
Spirit, Sustain Me.” 2013 Camp Dates:

Ginna
Rich

Morgan
Morgan

Janie
Simonton

Erik
Nelson

Laura
Crone

Jake
Knueven

Hollis
CarltonFord

Carl
Freeman

Allegra
Ubbes

Maggie
Foster

Josh
Chamberlain

Lisa Jacob

Hannah
Teetor

Sarah
Hobbs

Stephenson
Swan

June 7-June 9: Family Camp 1
June 11- June 15: Boys and Girls Camp (4th and 5th
Grade)
June 17- June 22: Intermediate Camp (8th and 9th
grade)
June 24 - June 29: Senior High Camp (10th Grade
through Graduated Seniors)

Maggie Foster
The Diocese of Southern Ohio Youth Program is pleased to announce a BRAND NEW session of Camp
for the 2013 Summer Camp Season: Confirmation Camp.
Confirmation Camp is especially designed for youth in grade 10 through graduated seniors who would
like to be confirmed into the Episcopal Church. We will dedicate a few hours each day to Christian formation where we will ponder together what it means to be a Christian, an Episcopalian and a teenager. Bishop
Breidenthal will be at camp during the entirety of Confirmation Camp, as well as the Rev. Canon Lynn Carter-Edmands
and the Rev. Stephen Smith. They will lead us in conversation and worship each day. At the end of the week, we will
have a Confirmation service for all those participants who would like to be confirmed.
Campers grades 10-graduated seniors who would like to attend Confirmation Camp that have ALREADY been confirmed are welcome to do so. They will serve as confirmation sponsors for their fellow campers. It is expected that
they will fully participate in all formation activities.
Because there will be a Confirmation at the end of this session of camp, we are requiring that all campers fill out an
application form and for your parish priest to fill out the clergy reference form. Both of these can be found on the summer camp webpage at www.youth.diosohio.org.
Lisa Jacob
See you there!!!!
Maggie Foster and Rob Konkol like this

Maybe (2)

Grumpy
Cat

Rob
Konkol

July 3 - July 6: Family Camp 2
July 8 - July 13: Creative Arts Camp (6th through 12th
Grade)
July 15 - July 20: NEW! Confirmation Camp (10th
Grade through Graduated Seniors)
July 22 - July 27: Junior Camp (6th and 7th Grade)
July 31 - August 3: Family Camp 3
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Common Ministry Leadership training
– a new approach
Common Ministry Leadership Training is taking a new
approach. Beginning this fall, the leadership training program
will have two tracks: one for congregational team work and the
other for individual work. Five Saturdays during the program
year we will provide formation for congregational teams and
individuals. Three of those Saturdays will include an overnight
(Saturday) to allow additional time to focus on individual leadership skills and development for those on
The Rev.
Canon Lynn the individual track. Teams and individuals
will then take this formative experience and
Cartershare it with their own communities of faith.
Edmands
Coordinators and consultants will work with
the two tracks.
Bishop Breidenthal often reminds us that
the focus of diocesan life is formation for
mission. Over the past few years we have
continued to explore and embrace how we
can best be formed as congregations, as individuals, and as generational partners for the
work we are given to do as followers of Jesus. Common ministry assumes as a starting point that formation for ministry has
as both its goal and its means the ministry of all the baptized.
It is about sharing the authority as well as the responsibility for
being the body of Christ in the neighborhood and beyond.
From many of our teachers – clergy and laity alike – we
hear in one way or other the encouragement to “live out our
baptism.” From some we get helpful examples and practical
guidance. But for most of us this “living out our baptism”
remains confusing, especially when we think about our own
congregations and confine the notion of ministry to the dayto-day work of what goes on in the church. Who’s responsible for what? Who has the authority to make decisions?
Don’t we pay someone to do that? Why don’t we pay
someone to do that? I don’t have time for that. And so on.
These are real questions that deserve real answers, but they
don’t get to the crux of the matter: What difference does the
cross and resurrection of Jesus make in your life and in the life
of your neighbor? What difference does it make that the God

Students graduating from the School for Diaconal
Formation (SDF) and Education for Ministry (EfM),
as well as participants in the Southern Ohio Lay
Leadership Initiative (SOLLI) and Common Ministry
Programs will be honored at a celebration of the
Holy Eucharist on May 18 at the Procter Center. The
liturgy begins at 11 a.m. in the chapel. At this service the bishop will also commission counselors and
other leaders of our summer camping program.

who created you – and everything around you – lives within
you with Holy Spirit power strong enough to raise Jesus from
the dead? What difference does it make that as the Church we
are supposed to be following Jesus, serving God the Father,
through the power of the Holy Spirit (BCP p. 543) to make
Christ known as Savior and Lord, and to share in the renewing
of Christ’s world” (BCP p 531)?
This is the bigger picture of the Christian life, and it goes
far beyond each of us as individuals or each of our individual communities of faith. The bigger picture cries out for
collaboration and ownership of who we are as the Church
wherever we find ourselves. It rouses us from lackluster
participation in our church communities and insists we
take our ministry outside into the streets. The bigger picture necessitates our ministry be a common one – that we
engage in common ministry.
For over a decade, the Southern Ohio Lay Leadership
Initiative (SOLLI) has been forming individuals throughout
the diocese for ministry. The two-year SOLLI experience has
included training in congregational leadership and practices of
prayer and Bible study; knowledge of the Anglican tradition
and our place within it; knowledge of the people and programs of the diocese; the opportunity to deepen one’s commitment to peace and justice; engagement in interfaith and
ecumenical relationships; and training in group dynamics and

Chapel of the
Abandoned Bus Stop

This bus stop on Clifton Avenue along the campus of the University of Cincinnati has been
abandoned for some years. According to the city, it’s unclear who owns it and no one maintains
it. This makes it a perfect platform for holy mischief like turning it into a chapel for a week.
Floral House fellow Brianna Kelly drew the sketches for each panel, then she and the Rev. Alice
Connor, campus minister at UC, transferred them to cloth, and a rotating group of young people
painted them in vibrant colors. These paintings plus a prayer-desk and two candlesticks were
put up for three hours each day the week of April 7 for passers-by to use as they saw fit.

process. Six participants are graduating the two-year SOLLI
program this year.
Congregational teams of anywhere from four to eight members have gathered together for Common Ministry Leadership
Training over the past four years. The program is set up in
a two-year program cycle with six congregational teams per
cycle. In the first year the teams focused on leadership training and formation. This included training in congregational
dynamics, life cycle issues, values and spiritual giftedness, as
well as learning how to assess the needs of the congregation
and the local community. Formation in the second year focused
on ministry skill development and formation. Participants
were equipped for leadership in evangelism and faith sharing,
pastoral care, worship, hospitality and formation. As with the
SOLLI program, the Common Ministry Leadership Training is
grounded in prayer and Bible Study. Six congregational teams
are completing the two-year leadership training this year.
Current designers of the two programs have learned much
from these formation experiences. After conversation with our
SOLLI coordinators and Common Ministry consultants the
decision was made to combine the two programs. This collaboration will facilitate a coordination of formation around very
similar purposes related to our common ministry.
Grounded in a biblical theology of ministry, leadership and
mission, the common ministry program will prepare individuals
and congregational teams to lead others to live into the shared
responsibility and authority of the call of common ministry: to
know the common story, proclaim our common faith, pray our
common prayer, drink the common cup, and serve the common
good in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you or a team
from your community of faith to participate in the Common
Ministry Leadership Training program. Specific information
about the two tracks, applications, and training dates and times
are available on the Common Ministry webpage at
http://www.diosohio.org/What%20we%20do/common-ministry.html.
Staff liaison for the program is the Rev. Canon Lynn CarterEdmands.
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Holy Saturday - holding a place
between death and resurrection
By the Rev. Jane Gerdsen
Missioner for Fresh Expressions
Like the top of the intake of breath
before exhaling, the day hangs in stillness
between moments - as between one phase
of life and the next. This is God’s Great
Sabbath. ~ Suzanne Guthrie
On Saturday morning of Holy
Week, Fresh Expressions hosted a
Holy Saturday service at Gabriel’s
Place (formerly St. Michael and All
Angels in Avondale). Although many
churches make an intentional effort
to walk through Holy Week together,
offering services especially on Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and in many
places an Easter Vigil, the tradition of
Holy Saturday is often overlooked as
altar guilds frantically begin to prepare
the worship space for Easter morning
and all of us pause for a bit of rest after
a very full and often emotional week.
When we first started talking about
Holy Saturday, our worship team realized
that most of us had never experienced
this service but all of us had experienced

the death of a loved one. We had been to
a wake, or sat with friends or family in
mourning. We realized that although the
church portrays Good Friday as the day of
pain and sadness and then Easter as full
of joy and celebration, most of our experiences are not as clear-cut as that. Most of
us live our lives full of mixed emotions,
somewhere in the middle between pain
and hope.
Jesus’ friends must have been terrified,
confused, scared, hurt, worried, curious
(could he have meant what he said about
rising again?) - every emotion we human
beings are capable of feeling all tumbling
out at the same time. We were left wondering - how do we live through the middle of the story? How do we stand on the
threshold of what was and wonder about
what is next? How do we make sense of
all the emotions, events and disappointments that life brings our way?
We tried to create a worship service that
left space for such wondering – we sang,
we sat in silence, we lifted up memories
of Jesus in a prayer litany, we shared
our experiences of living between death

and resurrection. There were prayer stations where people could sit at the tomb,
or reflect on images or words of Jesus
throughout his life, make art or reflect on
this day that the Orthodox Church calls
“the Great Sabbath.”
About 30 of us gathered in the beautiful worship space that is itself a place in
between – no longer a regular worshiping
congregation but a place where God’s new
life is beginning to bloom in unexpected
ways. It was a powerful place to hold the
Holy Saturday worship and an embodiment of the beauty that we find in the
places in-between.
I believe that this is the place that all of
our communities of faith find themselves.
As we wonder about what God is doing
in our midst, we must not be afraid to sit
with the unknown future, trusting that God
will do more than we can ask or imagine.
Blessings in the space between.
The Rev. Jane Gerdsen serves as Fresh
Expressions Missioner for the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. Contact her at
freshexpressions@diosohio.org.

Episcopal Young Adults join
Taize Pilgrimage of Trust
On May 24 through 27, a new stage in the Taizé
community’s “pilgrimage of trust on earth” will
be held in the “Far West” of the United States. It
will take place in Red Shirt, South Dakota, a tiny
village at the edge of the Badlands on the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation. The outdoor gathering will
include meditative prayer together three times a day,
Bible study, workshops, small group sharing, and
meals together, provided by the local Lakota people.
The event is meant for young people aged 18-35, a
voice rarely heard in the church or in society.
“When we travel to visit other peoples and
cultures,” said Brother Alois, “we go above all to
listen. In going to Pine Ridge we want to listen
carefully to the story of the Lakota people, and
listen together to what the Spirit is saying to us
all in our attempt to create a world of solidarity
and peace. Only by coming together beyond our
differences in a climate of prayer and sharing
can we find new ways forward.”
We are encouraging young adults from across the
Episcopal Church to make this pilgrimage and
show support for the young adults who have been
a major force behind this event.
Fresh Expressions is coordinating a local contingent of young adults from Southern Ohio
who would like to be part of this amazing event.
We hope that we might also visit the Cheyenne
River reservation as well while we are there. If
you are interested in joining us please contact
the Rev. Jane Gerdsen at freshexpressions@
diosohio.org.
To find out more info about the Taizé
event:http://www.taize.fr/en_article14640.html

New opportunities for Young Adults in Southern Ohio
What will you do when you grow up? This is a question that we start asking children beginning in their toddler
years and then up through college and beyond. Maybe you
are still asking that question! However, young adulthood is
a time for really crafting identity and vocation in a unique
way. The Diocese of Southern Ohio is blessed to have two
programs aimed at young adults (21-30) who are seeking to
discover what God is calling them to do with their lives.
Although there are many programs available for young
people to do a year of service, Americorps, or the Peace
Corps or Teach for America among many others, few of
these kinds of programs allow for an intentional reflection
on the connection between a life of faith and service. The
longing to connect a faith in God with a community and an
opportunity to serve others is something that we hear often
from young adults in our churches. Research about millennials and this stage of “emerging adulthood” supports this
as well.
“Millennial Christians are asking hard questions concerning the church’s role in the world. They are interested
in discovering ways to connect their faith with the world’s
problems as they seek to live a faithful life of service. They
are also asking questions about…whether or not Christian
communities are places where they can make a real difference in the world,” says the Rev.Stephen Lewis, president

of the Fund for Theological Education.
As a diocese, we seek to address these important questions and desire to meet young adults’ unique spiritual
needs. This past fall, we began an intentional community
program in Cincinnati called the Floral House. Members
of the community live together and work at service ministry sites around the city. They share in spiritual practices
together including living with a communal rule of life,
sharing meals and common prayer together and engaging
in retreats, spiritual direction, and doing vocational discernment about what they are called to do with their lives. For
some this will mean graduate school, for others finding a
job in the career they hope to have and for others continued
discernment in community. We have at least one member
who will begin seminary this coming school year!
St. John’s, Columbus, is also beginning a similar program called Confluence Year, a year long service learning
program in the Franklinton neighborhood of Columbus.
Confluence will welcome five young adults in August for
a year centered on intentional community, social justice,
vocational discernment and spiritual formation. The five
members will live together at the Hospitality House across
the street from St. John’s and will put their faith into action
through worksite placement in local non-profits, volunteering in the neighborhood and participation in the parish life

of St. John’s.
We are excited to have two local opportunities for young
adults to live in intentional community, do volunteer service
and reflect on the vocation they are being called to practice.
Both programs are designed on an action/reflection model
so that members can regularly reflect on their work in the
world and their life in community. We are striving to create communities where people can live out their faith with
intention.
Both programs are currently accepting applications for
the 2013-2014 program year. If you would like to apply
or know of a young adult who would be interested contact
Andrea Bardelmeier about the Floral House or Jed Dearing
about the Confluence program.
Apply for a year of being transformed at the Floral House Intentional
Community. Our rolling application process for new members is now
open, with the program year running from September 2013 - June
2014. Find our application at www.praxiscommunities.org! For
more information contact Andrea Bardelmeier, Program Director at
abardelmeier@diosohio.org or (616)610.0642
Explore www. http://confluenceyear.org/ to learn about the program,
and how you can get involved, whether applying as an intern or supporting this new and exciting venture. Contact Jed Dearing, Program
Director : jeddearing@gmail.com or (614)327.4299
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A trust sit to start the weekend!

Closing worship at Exodus X

Participants
made over
800 paper
cranes to
give away to
patients at
the Dohn’s
clinic in the
DR. Photo by
Lisa Jacob.
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Saturday morning warm up to Richard Simmons “Sweating with the Oldies”

Design Team Leader Erica Harvey, from
St. Marks Riverside, giving the closing
Eucharist sermon

“This is the
day that the
Lord has
made, let us
rejoice and
be glad in
it!”
Exodus X was a weekend of rejoicing at the Procter Center. During this tenth
Exodus retreat, the staff and participants journeyed through the seven days of
creation. We reflected on the gifts we have, and we discussed how we could give
back to the whole world.
Our service project was to make 1,000
cranes to give to our diocesan missionaries,
Drs. Michael and Anita Dohn, so that they
could give the cranes to sick children they’re
working with in the Dominican Republic.
Through all of our activities, I hope that
those who came to the retreat were reminded
of the beauty of God’s creation. We have all
been given amazing gifts and talents and we should help others find the beauty
inside of themselves. Every day we live through is filled with miracles.
I can never thank the participants and staff enough for making the Exodus
weekend a wonderful experience. I’m so thankful that I had the opportunity to be
the Design Team Leader. I hope that everyone remembers to rejoice, because this
is indeed the day the Lord has made!
~ Erika Harvey
Design Team Leader, Exodus X
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A Covenant
Witness
In an effort to connect more fully Christian social
witness with the promises made at baptism, the Social
Justice & Public Policy Commission of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio offers a series of articles in Interchange
reflecting on each promise’s implications for God’s mission expressed through our advocacy and common ministry. The commission’s chair, the Rev. Dick Burnett of
Trinity, Columbus, begins these reflections with a look at
the first baptismal promise:
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
To advocate in the arena of public policy and social
concerns requires the same skill-set
The Rev.
needed to worship God: awareness of
place, attention to story, relationship
Dick
with others engaged in the same act
Burnett
and trust in the Spirit’s constant guidance along the way. Christian social
witness is not independent of the
apostles’ teachings, nor is it a “special
fellowship” of extreme zeal and radical devotion. It is simply giving voice
to the Word of God as it speaks out for
the poorest and most easily forgotten
in our world. It is a love song for the
unloved, a litany for the friendless, a banquet with all
who hunger and thirst for God’s shalom, God’s justice
and righteousness.
In the liturgy for Holy Baptism (The Book of Common
Prayer, pages 298ff), adults, children and infants are presented in a formal way to begin a life of discipleship and
ministry “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.” They – and their sponsors with them
– have been instructed in the teachings of the Christian
faith and are asked if they desire this life. In freedom of
conscience and will, those who receive this sign of new
life and are initiated by water baptism into the household
of faith share in the varied expressions of commitment
found in this People of the Way. Yet, all that is done and
shown by the baptized emerges always from lives rooted
in worship, and all that is offered for the world comes
from the table of fellowship and the one bread we break
in Jesus’ name.
Over many years of work in areas of advocacy for
homeless and hungry individuals and families, economic
justice and community organizing, ecumenical and interreligious sharing, prison reform and teen mental health,
I have found that my spirit is always refreshed within
the fellowship of the church at prayer. We do not pray
so that we might advocate more boldly or effectively in
the world, we pray with one another first and essentially

as our response to God’s claim on us in Christ, and from
this claim our advocacy becomes an echo of that identity
“in Christ.”
But advocacy from our baptismal identity is truly a
collective voice – with, in, among and for others with
whom we are beloved sisters and brothers. Duke Divinity
School theologian and ethicist Stanley Hauerwas has put
it this way in his recent memoir, Hannah’s Child:
“Being Christian means that I must try to make sense
of my life in the light of the gospel, and so I do not get to
determine the truthfulness of my own story… In the light
of the gospel names for me the discovery that my life
depends on learning to worship God. The worship of God
does not come naturally to me, as it seems to for some.
I live most of my life as though God does not exist.
Yet I know that I would not have survived without the
prayers of friends who have learned to pray the prayers
of the church. My life depends on learning to worship
God with those who have made it possible for me to go
on. Through worship, the world learns the truth that is
required for our being truthful about ourselves and one
another.”
Might it be that all Christian social witness and advocacy in public policy just comes down to this basic
“truth-telling?” As we rise from the table where the
teachings and fellowship of faithful people reveal our
deepest truths, and the bread broken for the life of the
world feeds us for the struggle, we are equipped again
to offer courage to the dispirited, companionship for the
lonely, and a word of hope with the despised. And all this
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
The Rev. Dick Burnett is rector of Trinity on Capitol Square,
Columbus. Contact him at r-burnett@trinitycolumbus.org.

NOTES FROM
the Edge
Holy Week at the Edge campus ministry house was
epic. It’s not a word I use often, but I do believe that
someone could have written long, rhyming poetry
about our exploits.
It began the week before on our Alternative Spring
Break trip to Cincinnati and Athens, Ohio when our
evenings were taken up by painting panels for a popup art installation (see photos of the Chapel of the
Abandoned Bus Stop, page 17). Over those paintings
of Jesus’ last week, we spoke of uncertain futures, new
affirmations of faith, doubts about calling and frustrations with friends and loved ones. Over those paintings
our little community became even closer.
Palm Sunday we celebrated our annual Last Supper
Liturgy – we set up tables on the floor in a large, disused space under the eaves and ate by candlelight, listening to student-written monologues from the perspectives of folks who were at the Last
The Rev.
Supper. Maundy Thursday was our
very first foot washing and agape
Alice
meal and the students were surprised
Connor
by how moving the experience was.
Good Friday we held an abbreviated
service of the Passion Gospel reading and the Solemn Collects. And
Saturday we began our Easter Vigil.
I’ve noticed that many churches
don’t do an Easter Vigil anymore,
which is a poverty to us. That service bridging the space between death
and resurrection is so powerful. After some conversations with students, we revised our three-year tradition
of the 4:30 a.m., three-hour service on Easter morning. This year, we met up with Floral House folks on
Saturday night for dinner at St. Luke’s in Sayler Park.
Then we lit our new fire outside, sang the Exultet, and
read the first reading from salvation history. And then
every hour after that, we reconvened at the fire for
another reading, song and prayer. Rather than condensing the nine readings into three hours, we stretched it
out through the night, keeping watch with the disciples,
sitting shiva with Jesus’ body.
It is indeed difficult to stay up all night and I’d be
lying if I said we didn’t get sleepy, but that discipline
drew us together in ways we didn’t expect. Between
readings, we spent time getting to know one another,
playing board games, singing songs and praying.
Sometime after midnight, we spent 40 minutes praying
aloud as a group for the world and her hurts. By the
time we reached dawn and the Resurrection, we were
a little punchy but delighted to have made it to the new
world Jesus promised. Breakfast and sleep never tasted
so good.
The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus minister for
the Evangelical Lutheran Church at the University of
Cincinnati. She works at the Edge (UC’s campus ministry
house) and lives in the middle. Learn more at www.edgeuc.org.
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THE DIACONATE
A continuing treatise on the role of the deacon in
current culture.
Deacons fill many roles within the Church. Some
roles are liturgical; other roles are in mission or
administration. We consider St. Stephen the first
deacon. He and six others became responsible for
overseeing the equitable distribution of food in the
early church. Many deacons since that time have discharged administrative duties.
Each deacon has a unique combination of roles in
which s/he participates. These specific roles are normally related to the needs of the particular community, the congregation, the priest and the deacon’s own
ministry interests. As all of these can change over
time, the specific roles of any deacon may change to
meet the new situations. For me, Matthew 25:34-40
expresses many of the areas a deacon might consider
supporting.
Then the king will say to those
The Rev.
at
his
right hand, “Come, you
Fred
that are blessed by my Father,
Shirley
inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the
world; for I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed
me, I was naked and you gave
me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison
and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer
him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to
drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison
and visited you?” And the king will answer them,
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least
of these who are members of my family, you did it to
me.”
It is part of the deacon’s role to support ministries
like those Jesus mentions in the above gospel reading. This support can be a combination of personal
effort, recruiting volunteers, training volunteers and
exhorting the congregation to provide financial or in
kind support.
The deacons have some specific responsibilities in
the liturgy. However, depending on the needs of the
particular church, the deacon may accept additional
responsibilities. The deacon should always be the
one who reads the gospel, invites the confession, sets
and clears the table and gives the dismissal. The deacon may also preach on occasion.
The deacons complete all their chosen roles keeping in mind that one purpose of the diaconate is to
bring the needs of the world into the church, making
certain the members are aware of the needs of those
outside the walls. At the same time, the deacon is
also a beacon to the world, showing the world that
the church has relevance to the needs of the world.
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New and expanded resources
help keep our churches safer
The Rev. Darren Elin
Safe Church training coordinator

the diocesan website.
Finally, to help your congregation figure out what is the
best way to get training for the people who need it, we have
developed a “Year-at-a-Glance” training schedule. This is
also available as a PDF that you can download and print from
the website. As you might expect, this lists all the trainings
that are scheduled for the year, both in your region, as well as
those offered centrally at Procter Center. We have also designated specific parishes to be “training centers” so that training
is convenient and consistent.

While our commitment to the Safe Church Program in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio is hardly new, this past year saw a
great deal more new resources made available to you and your
congregation, including:
• Revised policy & procedures for Safe Church standards
• Updated information handouts and training resources
• Revised “Confidential Notice of Concern” report form
• Newly developed interactive database of all training comFor questions about registering for Safe Church training, contact
pleted
Heather Windle at hwindle@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712 ext.
• Online “Introductory Training” as well as online
113. For any further questions about Safe Church training,
“Refresher Training”
contact the Rev. Darren Elin at 513.831.2052 or
• Designation of Procter Center as a training site
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org .
• Creation of a “Year-at-a-Glance Training Schedule”
While each of these program
Diocesan Safe Church Training Schedule • 2013 Planning Calendar
innovations represents a great deal
Update: 04/03/2013
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Holy Thursday...a day of foot washing
Canon
Anne Reed

Over the years the Maundy Thursday liturgy of washing feet has taken on increased meaning for me. Early on in my years
as a deacon, the symbol of the pitcher, bowl and towel became an icon for entering into the diakonia to which I felt called.
Each year on Maundy Thursday colleagues and I would engage the congregation in reflection and participation in the liturgy
that exemplifies Jesus invitation to caring for each other.
There have also been times in my ministry as a deacon that I have questioned the veracity of my vocation. Although
I have felt called to ordained ministry since youth, and discernment in adulthood led me to the diaconate, occasionally
I wonder if my vocation is changing and I am called to be a priest. The nature of call and vocation become a point of
prayer during these wondering times, and inevitably – every time – my call to serve as a deacon is reaffirmed in some
way. This Lent was one of those times.

On February 14, the day after Ash Wednesday, I gathered with about
seven others at the Drop Inn Center in Cincinnati to provide foot care to the
homeless. Pedicures, socks and shoes are given to those who walk the streets
day in and day out. It’s always amazing to learn what many of us take for
granted. For instance, the capacity of those who are homeless to have everyday grooming items, such as nail clippers, clean socks or a change of shoes
(especially when our feet get wet in inclement weather) is limited. Some
folks depend on family to help with foot care; others wait until they have a
medical appointment to have their feet tended. There is a wonderful group of
volunteers who offer foot care throughout the city during the winter months.
All foot care ‘clients’ can get one new pair of shoes each year following their
pedicure, if they so desire.
Although foot care occurs weekly at the Drop Inn during the fall and winter months, for me the next and last opportunity of the season to do this would
be Maundy Thursday. Compelled by the Holy Spirit, I requested permission
to skip our liturgy and offer foot washing to those at the Drop Inn. Those
questions of vocation just melted away, and I knew this was what God was
inviting me to do. It was an amazing experience, to offer the sacrament of
service, the liturgy of foot washing, during that holy time.
What was hard to get out of my system was the smell – the stench of foot
fungus seemed to permeate my pores, although I was fully clothed, including
apron and gloves. How did Mother Teresa manage all those years in Calcutta?
What surprised me was the capacity we seem to have to move from reaction
to acceptance of an unpleasant odor; but it still stays with you.
John had been in the army. He had lost a nail or two along the way, and
told stories of trench foot. Joe was new to Cincinnati, the VA was his ‘go to’
foot care place, but he hadn’t been able to get there since moving here. His
feet showed signs of his 15 years in the Infantry. Dave’s sister was available
to cut his toenails, so his feet looked almost manicured. Long, short, brown,
beige, old, young, well tended or needing major care, we enter into a sacred
space and get a glimpse of the lives of others when we tend to their feet. That
moment of holding someone’s foot and gently bathing it is a time of grace.
It takes courage to let others see your feet; I know several folks who don’t
participate in our liturgy of foot washing on Maundy Thursday because they
don’t want other people to see their feet. It is also a way to receive the gift of
another. Giving a pedicure is one way to share God’s love. I know when I
receive a pedicure, it’s an occasion to feel ‘pampered’.
For some of God’s beloved, participating in a foot care clinic can be an
opportunity, not only for a brief bit of pampering, but also for a window into
better health. For those of us who have the chance for good footcare, perhaps
participating in the liturgy of the footwashing on Maundy Thursday next year
can be an open a new window in our spiritual lives. If nothing else, knowing
that we are beloved of God, and allowing another to care for us in that particular moment, can bring new insight.
Perhaps there are volunteer organizations near you that offer foot care to
those who can’t mange it themselves. In Cincinnati, the Foot Care Clinic
is run by a current GE Employee. Please contact Anne Reed, Canon for
Mission, at areed@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712 for details.
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Rebuild Our Church in Haiti: An update
The following letter was received by Bishop Breidenthal from Elizabeth
Lowell, Program Director of the Development Office of The Episcopal
Church as an update to the Rebuild Our Church initiative in Port-auPrince, Haiti. The Diocese of Southern Ohio raised over $173,000 for this
initiative in 2012 through generous donations of our congregations and
members.
Dear Bishop Breidenthal,
This letter is the first of ongoing updates about what is happening with
The Episcopal Church in Haiti. Because the Development Office is brand
new, authorized by General Convention last summer and funded as of
January first of this year, we have had to purchase and configure software
and hire staff, to be able to communicate with all 2,420 of you who so graciously responded to the Campaign to Rebuild Our Church in Haiti.
While the last of 97 participating dioceses finished its “formal” part of the
Campaign in December, gifts continue to come in. And, we will continue to keep the information up on The Episcopal Church website. If you wish to continue to support this effort,
we would ask that you make your gifts payable to the Domestic and Foreign Missionary
Society and annotated for the Campaign to Rebuild our Church in Haiti. Checks made out
to the Episcopal Church Foundation, which initiated the campaign, take longer to process,
as the Foundation is a separate not-for-profit and we cannot deposit those checks. It may
sound like “red tape”, but the reality is that this cuts down on the steps involved.
Doubtless all of you wish to know how much has been raised to date. And, that, alas, is
information that our Haitian partners have requested that we not share for reasons of safety
and security. There is probably nothing more frustrating to a Development Office than to
operate under such constraints, but the threats on the ground to our staff and clergy are
real. The U.S. State Department regularly issues warnings about kidnappings, and we have
not been immune to those activities. If some of the less-savory segments of Haitian society sense that significant sums of money might be readily accessible, our clergy and staff
would be at risk.
Your gift, along with all the others, is held in an account specifically for the rebuilding
of Holy Trinity Cathedral. Because Kerns Associates of Arlington, Virginia has now begun
work on the concept drawings, some funds have already been released - to pay for this

work and to pay for the work of a geotechnical engineer on the ground in Portau-Prince. Kerns hopes to present its concept drawings to the Haiti Team late
this month, at which point, one concept will be chosen. Only after that selection will we have a cost estimate for the Cathedral.
Kerns Associates has chosen a Haitian architect to work with them on
this project. Herve Sabin, who is a graduate of the New York Institute of
Technology, received his architectural degree from Pratt, and did further graduate study at Columbia University. He is a gifted young Haitian architect who
has already designed Holy Trinity Primary, Secondary, and Trade Schools - all
on the Cathedral campus - and is working now on a design for the Sisters of St.
Margaret Convent, which was also destroyed in the January 2010 earthquake.
Given his work on the other buildings on the Cathedral site, he seems to be a
natural partner to work with Kerns on the Cathedral itself.
A word about building in Haiti: One of the reasons that the earthquake was
so devastating is the nature of soil composition. Not only were construction
materials of poor quality, but also the ground itself magnified the effect of
the earthquake. In Port-au-Prince, the soil is often sand. The water table is high.
This combination resulted in an ongoing rolling, undulating effect, destabilizing everything
above it.
Thus, one of the very first things to determine is the soil composition on the Cathedral
site. Enter the geotechnical engineer who will drill bore holes and analyze the soil. “Soil
correction” may be indicated in which case the site will be dug out to a depth of 12 feet,
replaced with rock, which is then hammered into place and covered with concrete.
There are many reasons it takes a long time to build a cathedral. Funding is one.
Architectural selection is another. Soil composition is a third. In-country availability of certified concrete blocks is yet another...more on that in our next letter! As we are kept abreast
of what is happening on the Holy Trinity complex, we will share that information with you.
And if you have questions or comments, we hope that you will be in touch with us.
Gratefully, for your support,
Elizabeth M. Lowell
Program Director
The Development Office
ELowell@episcopalchurch.org

MISSION CORNER
The Millennium Development Goals

The United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000 called for a worldwide effort of rich and poor to work together to eradicate poverty and provide resources for the health and education of the poorest communities in the world. Eight measurable target goals,
called the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), were set for combating hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental degradation
and discrimination against women, all to be achieved by the year 2015.
As Episcopalians, we are encouraged to work for the fulfillment of these goals through the national church, the diocese, as
congregations and individuals. In June 2006, the General Convention of the Episcopal Church established the MDGs
as a “stated mission priority” of the Episcopal Church, and our diocesan convention passed a resolution asking
individuals, congregations and the diocese to increase their giving in support of the MDGs by .7 percent. Each
year since then, the Diocese of Southern Ohio has set aside that amount from the operating budget to be
granted to groups or individuals within the diocese who have programs or projects that address the
MDGs in the developing world.
The National and World Mission Commission is responsible for promoting and empowering the
diocese in this work, and has established a grant program to assist congregations and individuals with projects that significantly advance the achievement of the MDG goals.
For more information about the work of this commission and the grant process, contact
the Rev. Canon Anne Reed at areed@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712.
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Grants for your community ministry
ECSF holding six local workshops this summer

By Ariel Miller
ECSF Executive Director
For the first time this year, Episcopal Community
Services Foundation has adopted four priorities for awarding community ministry grants. Ouch, gulp: does that
mean you can’t get funded?
Not only that, ECSF asked grantees to write follow-up
reports for the first time this year. Several have written
wonderful, revelatory responses, but in the throes of it,
some are asking if their local Episcopal charity is turning
into Darth Vader.
It’s clearly time to check in with grantees. ECSF is
holding regional workshops this summer for grant seekers. Six sessions will be held from June 1 to mid-July in
Hillsboro, Cincinnati, Pomeroy, Dayton, Columbus and
Zanesville (see sidebar). They are free, and include a
meal as the ordinary setting in which God makes miracles.
One purpose is show how the grant questions come out
of faith in the potential of God’s faithful people to transform the landscape. “When I go around the diocese on
site visits, I feel very humbled to see the work that local
congregations are doing,” says Rhonda Abban, a member
of St. Philip, Columbus, who is leading the summer workshop planning as chair of ECSF’s Grants Committee.
The other goal is to refresh local networks and unleash
the hope and energy that well up when people meeting terrible human needs have the chance to share what
they’re discovering. “We trust God to make a way out of
disaster,” says the Rev. KJ Oh, Rector of Church of the
Advent, Cincinnati, who keynoted ECSF’s grant seekers’

workshop last summer and is part of this year’s planning
team. In other words: “what would you do if you weren’t
afraid?” – a question posed by the Rev. Judi Wiley, Rector
of St. Mary’s, Hillsboro.
“The secular world is focused on financial resources,”
says the Rev. Ellen Cook of St. Timothy’s, Anderson
Twp., a professor of community counseling and one of
the ECSF trustees designing the workshops. “We view
money as a very small part of the resources Christians
draw on.”
“We have the responsibility not only to empower
churches by giving money, but to encourage people to
apply their faith,” adds Jerry Mansfield of All Saints, New
Albany, another leader in ECSF’s Sharing What Works
team.
The ECSF trustees – every one of them immersed in
community ministry just like the applicants - see every
Episcopalian as part of one team working to bring about
the Common Good. “This is NOT about competition,”
says Oh.
The Episcopal Community Services Foundation is this
diocese’s go-to source for grants for ministries responding
to poverty in Southern Ohio. Requests for regular-cycle
2014 community ministry grants are due Sept. 15.
ECSF also has a small pot of funds for start-up work
or ongoing projects experiencing a funding emergency.
These requests are being accepted now, and will be
reviewed on a rolling basis until July 31, or until all the
funding is allocated, whichever comes first.
You can download the proposal instructions at www.
ECSFsouthernohio.org or request a copy by phone at
513.221.0547 or ECSF@eos.net

ECSF Summer Grantseekers’
Workshops
Instead of holding a single workshop at Procter as in past
years, ECSF’s board is bringing this year’s grant seekers’ workshop to a church near you. Each session is free and includes
lunch or dinner.
June 1: St. Mary’s Hillsboro, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
June 4: Church of the Advent, Cincinnati, 6 to 9 p.m.
June 8: Grace Church, Pomeroy, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
July 9: St. Mark’s, Dayton, 6 to 9 p.m.
July 11: St. John’s, Columbus, 6 to 9 p.m.
July 13: St. James, Zanesville, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Part one: A deep spiritual well

Several applicants seem to be stumped by the ECSF grant
proposal questions about how spiritual discernment shapes
their community ministry. The first part of the workshop will
explore that through Jesus’ biblical question “who do people
say I am?”(Mark 8:27-30)
If we are Jesus’ disciples, what expectations do our acts communicate about the potential for transforming lives from poverty to dignity?
The ECSF funding priorities are grounded in seeking such transformation as an expression of Kingdom ethics, where the goal
(especially since a church can’t do it single-handed) is to inspire
and encourage the wider community to bring about conditions of
housing security, income security and life skills. ECSF will continue
to fund emergency assistance programs that also help people
find paths to such transformation. It’s about being Christ- whether
you’re serving someone in need or are that person in need.

Part two: you’re probably already walking this talk
After a brief introduction to the ECSF funding priorities, people
will pick up a plate of food and find the group discussing the
funding priority that seems closest to what their church is
trying to achieve. This is the time for sharing lore and finding
allies.
The story about Madisonville Education and Assistance Center
in this issue (see page 25) exemplifies how a program providing a pantry and community meal can catalyze hope and
action. Through MEAC, local Episcopalians are connecting
people in need to tools for transformation.

Part three: Nuts and Bolts

This optional part explains the questions and budget form in
ECSF’s grant proposal. We’re hoping that it will be easy for
everyone to see by this point how trust in your wisdom and
capacity underlies each question.
If you can’t come to a workshop, please call or email
ECSF’s executive director Ariel Miller at ECSF@eos.net or
513.221.0547 to find out which of the ECSF trustees lives
nearest you.
We’ll be sending reminders to churches for your newsletters
or bulletins. You can also sign up for any of these sessions
by emailing us at ECSF@eos.net. We hope to have registration forms posted on the grants page of ECSF’s website soon:
www.ECSFsouthernohio.org
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Planting seeds of change: How a free
meal nourishes neighborhood revival
Our common ministry

By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
Is a free meal a bandaid on the ulcer of poverty, or can it
nourish deep healing?
In Cincinnati, the Monday night Feed and Seed dinners at
the Madisonville Education and Assistance Center are part of
a courageous quest to revive a blighted neighborhood.
The relationships built at Feed and Seed have given this
ecumenical non-profit a strong voice in shaping the renewal
of Madisonville, a Cincinnati neighborhood. Amputated fifty
years ago by the completion of I-71 and Kenwood Mall,
Madisonville’s once-thriving business district has faltered, its
Victorian houses decayed, and poverty spread like a cancer.
The Madisonville Education and Assistance Center was
created by twelve neighborhood churches to coordinate
emergency assistance. The mission soon broadened, changing the E in MEAC from “emergency” to “education.” In
2007, Episcopal Community Services Foundation recruited
MEAC to began public benefits outreach using the Ohio
Benefit Bank (www.ohiobenefits.org) In 2009, MEAC
launched a preschool literacy initiative which has now grown
to include children through third grade at the neighborhood
elementary school.
Two years ago, MEAC added a Bridges out of Poverty
program for adults who want to achieve self-sufficiency. In
the past two years this mentoring program and MEAC’s
emergency assistance have both won full funding for their
grant requests to ECSF, the go-to diocesan funder for community ministry.
On Monday nights at MEAC, a lot more is going on
in addition to handing out food. “We’re planting seeds of
change,” says MEAC executive director Jessica Wabler.
Like most meal ministries, “we don’t have requirements for people to attend. You don’t have to be a client of
MEAC,” she adds. “When people come in, we ask them,
‘Are you new? What do you need?’ As we talk and share a
meal, we get to know them better and they learn about us. It
builds trust.”
In addition to dinner and pastimes like bingo games and
raffles, guests at MEAC suppers get to hear short talks from a
variety of community programs “between dinner and dessert,”
says Indian Hill Church outreach chair Doug Bierer, a member
of MEAC’s board. Speakers describe resources for job seekers,
renters and neighbors determined to reduce crime. At those
tables, the flow of vital information goes both ways.
Madisonville is now in the Cincinnati spotlight as a priority neighborhood in the Place Matters initiative, a collaboration of city planners, community stakeholders and major
funders. MEAC staff and clients bring the concerns and aspirations they hear at the supper table to the policy table.
“Since we’re in direct touch with so many lives, we’re
trusted,” says Wabler.
“The other stakeholders can talk about the buildings and
the traffic. MEAC can talk about the people,” adds Bierer.
MEAC representatives are playing an essential role in developing the Quality of Life plan for Madisonville, together with
the city, funders, community council and the neighborhood’s

Jessica Wabler and Doug Bierer in MEAC Choice Pantry

MEAC is located in a Presbyterian church evoking
Madisonville’s Victorian glory days
urban redevelopment corporation.
MEAC people helped shape the neighborhood-wide discernment of opportunities and challenges that engaged hundreds of community residents. “I was amazed,” Wabler says.
“People were really galvanized. In the past, Madisonville got
nowhere because of competing vision. Now we are developing a unified vision that the City can get behind. The City is
excited, and Vice Mayor Roxanne Qualls spoke at the unveiling of Madionville’s new Quality of Life plan.”
The plan’s six foci include health and wellness, communication and revival of the business corridor of this oncevibrant neighborhood.
Bierer is outreach chair of Indian Hill Church, just up the
hill from Madisonville in Cincinnati’s wealthiest suburb,
and an ardent member of MEAC’s board. “Last year the
board took a retreat to identify our core strengths to change
the landscape: compassion and the conviction that poverty
can be overcome,” he reports. Bierer has been bringing his
parish the news of all the ways MEAC is changing the landscape, and he’s getting an increasing number of parishioners
involved as volunteers.
“Our parishioners really like coming,” Bierer explains.
“They enjoy meeting children and their families.” But what
really captivates this parish of movers and shakers is the
unexpected mission of MEAC.
“MEAC’s goal is to put ourselves out of business,” he
explains. “We’re convinced poverty can be overcome. If
you offer this to churches, it’s something they can hold on to,

and say, ‘I understand it and can give to it.’ Our parishioners
see a lot of programs as a hand-out. It’s exciting to see a
hand UP.”
Parishioners do food drives, help cook and serve on
Monday nights, get to know the neighbors. Several are now
tutoring as MEAC allies at the John P. Parker Elementary
School. “They like interaction with the children, seeing their
progress,” says Bierer. “It’s a real eye-opener for a volunteer
from Indian Hill to see what a third-grader in Madisonville is
contending with.”
Conversations at the learning or dining tables inspire
Episcopalians from several parishes to reach out to other
resources where they have influence.
“Marianne Rowe of Redeemer helps us meet heads of
foundations,” says Bierer. “My wife Susan is involved with
GLAD House, a program for children of addicted parents.
GLAD House has room to help more kids, and many children at John P. Parker could really benefit. We’re working to
make that connection.”
MEAC has been able to host financial literacy classes,
tutoring for children, and bridges out of poverty despite five
bruising years in which a series of cuts in county and city
funding have battered the budgets of MEAC and partner nonprofits. Undaunted by the latest city funding crisis, in which
MEAC may lose a $15,000 human services grant, Wabler is
researching models she can adopt to make MEAC a connector for job seekers.
“Emergency assistance will always be a core. It brings
people to us,” she says. “But it would be a major disservice
if we don’t offer a way out of poverty.”
“MEAC raises up households one at a time,” she writes
on MEAC’s home page. “Everyday, with every donation
and with every client, MEAC’s mission is to change lives.
There’s no limit to what can be achieved and no reason to
think small.”
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Responding to God’s call:
What we can learn from our missionaries
By The Rev. Canon Anne Reed
Canon for Mission
The Rev. Canon Anne Reed, canon for mission in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio, visited the Dominican Republic
April 9 to 16 to attend a three-day conference, “Juntos
Podemos: Encuentro en Misión con Iglepidom,” or
“Together we can: Encounter in Mission with the Episcopal
Diocese of the Dominican Republic,” and a celebration
of 100 years in The Episcopal Church for La Iglesia
Episcopal Dominicana. She also visited with Sisters of the
Transfiguration and medical missionaries Michael and
Anita Dohn to experience first-hand their work in this very
poor country. Reed shares her reflections of her time with
our missionaries.
What could possibly encourage folks to live without
hot showers and peanut butter (in a foreign country, where
you stick out like a sore thumb even if you do speak the
language) for more than a decade? How is their presence
making a difference? Why should it matter to those of us
living in the comfort of our own language, at least, and
close enough to family and friends that you don’t need to
go through international customs to see them?
The most direct answer to the first question is “a call from
God”. Although it may sound like a ‘pat’ answer, it is not frivolous. The Sisters of the Transfiguration, Sr. Priscilla being the
longest resident, have been living in a poor neighborhood (Los
Flores) in San Pedro de Macorís since they arrived in the 1980s.
Their ministry has evolved from providing nutrition and day care
for children whose parents couldn’t feed them sufficiently, and
who needed child care in order to go to work, to Centro Buen
Pastor, a school and church that has seen its students grow up to be
doctors, nurses and teachers.
Michael and Anita Dohn left medical practices and
teaching in Cincinnati, with their four girls, to follow God’s
call to enhance medical care to the poorest folks living with
HIV/AIDS and to work to improve public health in a developing country. Their ministry, too, has evolved from the
initial AIDS work through the Clinica Esperanza y Caridad,
to working with neighborhood representatives (health promoters) to help them address health concerns in their communities.
Their current work involves the clinic community health
staff working with health promoters who invite community
members to discuss and affirm non-violence in their homes.
Most of the health promoters are women; they know their
neighbors. And they live in conditions that most of us have
not seen in our lifetime in the US.
Responding to God’s call has been a surprising journey
for these Episcopalians, and although there are some stories
of death, there are more stories of those who have encountered the missionaries’ ministry and experienced health and
opportunities before unknown to them.
Why should it matter to us? This is perhaps the most
challenging question. Part of the answer for me came at the
Encounter in Mission conference held by the Diocese of the
Dominican Republic April 12-14.
In the DR, every church, school and ministry is considered a mission station for the Gospel of Jesus. They sup-

The Diocese of the Dominican Republic
hosted its partner dioceses for “Encounter
in Mission” April 12-14. Anne Reed, Canon
for Mission, attended on behalf of Bishop
Breidenthal. Drs. Michael and Anita Dohn
(pictured with Reed, Sr. Priscilla and Sr.
Jean Gabriel above) have been missionaries for over 10 years, and the Community
of the Transfiguration, Sr. Priscilla especially, has been in the DR since 1982.
At the Encounter in Mission, both the
Dohns and the Sisters received gratitude
from the Diocese of the DR, and plaques
acknowledging their unselfish support of
the work of evangelism and social service
of the Dominican Episcopal Church.
port each other financially, and they encourage each other
to succeed. Life is not without difficulties, and the diocese
depends on mission partners to help them get to sustainability. But every Episcopal entity understands its place in sharing the Good News – unashamedly, if not always blatantly.
Every school and church and clinic intimately understands
its mission field – the actual geography they are to reach.
Perhaps we can learn something about making our neighborhoods, towns, cities and rural areas a mission field...not
so that folks come to us, but that we reach out to them.
Part of understanding the mission field is the recognition
that what ‘works’ is always changing and evolving. We can
learn from our missionaries flexibility in our approach to
reaching people. What would it be like if all of us understood our lives to be connected with a mission station for
the Gospel? What would it be like if we adopted an attitude
of flexibility to any situation and openness to new ways of

sharing the Gospel? Perhaps we, like our sisters and brothers in the Dominican Republic, could see lives and (maybe)
the world transformed in Jesus name.
We have glimpses of this flexible mission station orientation in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. In the intentional communities of Floral Avenue (Cincinnati), the Good Earth Farm
(Athens) and the Franklinton neighborhood (Columbus), we
see young mission-minded individuals supporting each other
to share God’s love. In congregations in established neighborhoods, where nurturing the surrounding area is a focus for ministry, we also see this flexible mission station orientation. Little
by little we learn from each other that sharing the good news
of God’s love is our call from God.
As Bishop Ruiz said at the Mission Encounter, “you
are a blessing to me, and I am a blessing to you.” As we
respond to God’s call, may we be aware of our blessedness
to each other, both near and far.
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A feast for peace gives a taste of Liberia
By Suzanne Skees
Interchange contributor
Drifts of snow embrace a gothic-revival Baptist church
on a winter eventide in the heart of downtown Dayton. A
bitter wind cuts through coats as folks navigate from the
parking lot into doors flung open to welcome them . . . to
Africa. For just one January evening, nearly100 people
embarked on a virtual visit to Liberia, a West African
coastal nation the size of Ohio with one-third its population
(3.9 million). We came to learn about “Peacemakers: The
Women of Liberia,” feast on authentic Liberian cuisine and
raise funds for peace.
The Dayton International Peace Museum hosted the
Peacemakers exhibition this winter and sponsored a “Taste
of Liberia” fundraising dinner on Jan. 26. This nonprofit,
nonpartisan, all-volunteer organization—one of four
museums dedicated to peace in the U.S., compared with
400 dedicated to war—abides in a stately 1876 National
Historic Register home in downtown Dayton. Organizers
believed they could coax people to peace with succulent
food, colorful art and engaging stories – and as a result
the fundraiser had to be moved to the First Baptist Church
around the corner due to the overwhelming response of
Dayton-area Episcopalians, activists and friends.
Guests at the fundraiser spent the evening browsing
placards and learning more about the history of formerslave-colonized Liberia. Conversation focused on Liberia’s
14-year civil war (resulting in 200,000 deaths) and ways
that women have brought their nation back to peace—from
activist Leymah Gbowee, who led the Liberian women’s
peace movement that ended the civil war in 2003, to
Africa’s first female president, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf (2011

Save the dates for two
fundraisers for PIMIL
The St. John’s, Worthington, ECW will host its fifth
annual Liberia celebration on Tuesday, June 11. This
luncheon event is a fundraiser for Partners-in-Ministry-inLiberia (PIMIL) in support of children’s education following many years of Civil War.
This year’s theme is: “Come and See how the people of
the Diocese of Southern Ohio are making a difference for
children in Liberia through PIMIL.” Based on the Biblical
context of John 1:46b, the presentation will focus on students, parents, sponsors and projects of the program.
St. John’s is located at 700 High Street in Worthington.
PIMIL will hold their fourth annual international benefit on Saturday, June 29 from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St.
Matthew’s, Westerville. “A Time for Harmony,” will feature guest speaker Dr. Leroy Boikai.
St. Matthew’s is located at 233 S. State Street in
Westerville.
The fundraisers help with the nearly $16,000 needed
each year to support students in Liberia. Visit www.pimil.
org for more information about these events.

co-Nobel prizewinners).
“The more you learn about Liberia, the more you
become interested in this fascinating little country,”
exclaims Chris Saunders, an exhibition committee volunteer and member of the diocese’s Liberian Discernment
Committee. Settled in the mid-19th century by freed slaves,
Liberia has become a frontrunner in women’s rights, multicultural unity (first indigenous immigrants mixed with later
arriving Americo-Liberian ex-slaves) and democratic government (modeled on the U.S.).
Victimized by foreign miners wanting “blood diamonds”
and still recovering from its 1989-2003 civil war, this postconflict nation remains one of the world’s poorest countries
with 80% of the population below the poverty line, 61%
adult literacy rates and nearly 80% vulnerable or unemployed today.
Liberians Clifton and the Rev. Abeoseh “Abby”
Flemister, an electronics engineer and Episcopal priest
who immigrated to Ohio during the civil war, talk about
life in Liberia. “I now bestow upon all of you, honorary
citizenship for the evening,” chuckled Abby as she took
the podium. Comfortable as any minister, she addressed
the crowd as though she’s known us all her life. Wearing
a dove pinned to her lapel, “Liberia means liberty,” she
says.
The Flemisters shared with the gathering a little geography and history of their homeland. “Inland from the
Atlantic Coast, we have lovely swamplands that are also
breeding grounds for mosquitoes—malaria is the leading
cause of death,” Abby said. She traced the terrain from
coastal lagoons to inland grassy plateau and the weather
from “six months of pounding rain to six months of very
hot dry season.” Her husband then outlined Liberia’s history from its first immigrants who came across the border
from Mali, to later settlers who’d escaped or been “freed”

from slavery in the U.S.
Clifton, who fled Liberia for his safety, says the civil
war “stunned everyone, because Liberians are the most
peaceful people in the world. Actually,” he tilts his head,
“it was outsiders who wanted to mine diamonds—they
started the war . . . It was Liberian men who started the
war,” Clifton asserts, “and the women ended it. Now, men
defer to women over there. The women say, ‘You men
made a mess of things, and we’re not going to let that
happen again.’”
To transmute war into peace, President Sirleaf launched
a Truth and Reconciliation Commission (similar to South
Africa’s TRC), and the Liberian Interfaith Council of
Christians and Muslims—“the closest thing we have to a
Desmond Tutu”—brought people together. “Now, when we
go back to visit, its amazing how much construction is happening everywhere,” Clifton adds.
The couple maintains close ties with their homeland,
where Abby directs Partners-in-Ministry-in-Liberia, which
supports Liberian students from kindergarten through college. “What peace is all about,” Abby purports, “is to live it
every day in our relationships.”
Abby really got our attention when she started talking
about the country’s cuisine. As aromas floated over tables
full of hungry guests, she described what was to be served:
chicken and shrimp gumbo, rice bread, fried plantains, palava (greens) stew, fruit salad, sweet-potato pone and coconut
candy. “Rice is the number one staple of a Liberian diet,”
Abby laughs. “People can eat fruit and meat and anything
else, all day, and if they haven’t had rice they’ll say they
haven’t eaten yet that day.”
Suzanne Skees is a journalist and Huffington Post contributor
originally from Dayton. Contact her at
suzanneskees@gmail.com.

Support El Hogar in Cincinnati Flying Pig
The Cincinnati Flying Pig Race has accepted El Hogar Ministries as an official charity to benefit from race events.
Team El Hogar - Custom Shirt Project
The Flying Pig is recognized nationally as a prime event, well
organized, fun and a great opportunity for us to raise funds for El
Hogar.
El Hogar, a home and school in Honduras for impoverished
children, is an important and worthy outreach of our diocese and,
indeed, of the national church.
Flying Pig events will take place this year on Saturday, May 4
and Sunday, May 5. This event is not just for marathoners or runners: You can walk as little as three miles! Walk or run by yourself
or with others.
And the Flying Pig is not just for adults--it’s for your kids, too.
Promote childhood fitness.
Flying Piglet Kids’ Fun Run and festival, Saturday May 4
Diaper dash, 15 ft. crawl!
Fun Runs, 2 yrs to 9 yrs., 25 yds. to 250 yds.
Kids “Marathon”, 1/26th marathon or 1 mile
GRAPHIC DETAIL
Here’s how we raise the funds: Runners and walkers who wish
to participate in one of the Flying Pig events register at http://www.
flyingpigmarathon.com. When registering select the charity El Hogar and use the code ELHOG. Not only will you save
money, but part of your registration fee goes directly to El Hogar.
Join our El Hogar Flying Pig Team! Contact Laura Booke at lbooke@cinci.rr.com or 513.624.0065

TEAM EL HOGAR

Mother –
Daughter
Spiritual Fly Fishing Retreat
May 10 – 11
ctokarz@diosohio.org or 903.267.6372
Learn the art and spirituality of fly fishing in this overnight Mother-Daughter
retreat at Procter Center on May 10-11. Participants will learn the basic skills of
this ancient sport including the technique of fly casting, how to identify the food
sources that fish eat (that includes “flies” and other cool bugs, vertebrates and fish)
and how to deal with equipment, like tying knots. The retreat will culminate
in a fly fishing trip on the Darby River. In addition to an introduction to the
beauty and movement of fly fishing, retreat leader Nikki Seger will introduce
the spiritual aspect of engaging in the outdoors – with fish, with
water, with each other. Rejoice in experiencing
God’s creation by dipping into the water.
See what emerges!

Procter
Farm Volunteer Days
Saturday Mornings 9:30-12:00
(free lunch to follow)
July 13, August 10, Sept 14
Email the Farm Manager
for details:
procterfarm@diosohio.org

Procter Center is
pleased to announce
that Donna Odom Lapasky
will join the staff as Culinary Coordinator
beginning June 15. Lapasky began her career at
Cincinnati State Technical and Community College in
2003. After opening and managing the new bakery cafe
in the college’s Advanced Technology Learning Center, she
created the curriculum for the school’s only personal chef
certificate program. In addition, she also began working
with urban youth as part of the newly created Jr. Culinary
Institute at Cincinnati State. Lapasky holds a Bachelor’s
degree from Ohio University; Associates of Applied
Business in both Chef Technology and Restaurant
from Cincinnati State, Certified Dietary Manager /
Certified Food Protection Professional in
the State of Ohio and is currently completing
an Associate’s degree program in
Project Management at Cincinnati State.
She is married with two children. Whenever
you’re at Procter, make sure to stop by the
dining hall and say welcome
to Donna!

AND CAMPER

2nd ANNUAL

SCAMPER

5K RUN & WALK
*race fee $15
proceeds benefit
Procter Summer Camp

PROCTER
CENTER
11235 STATE ROUTE 38

MAY 18
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Get more info at www.procter.diosohio.org or call 9O3-267-6372

