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RELATIONSHIPS
THE HEART PUDDLE
Thomas E. Breidenthal
A heart-shaped puddle
Forms on the surface
Of this headland trail,
Water making visible
The perfect imprint of a valentine,
As if the trodden earth were one of Milton’s angels
Borrowing matter to take shape.
Here, where sea fig and yellow violet lean,
And unleashed dogs rush the cliff edges,
Flat and muddy it lies across our path,
Its form, if we choose to read it so, a sign
Of love imprinted everywhere,
Common as dirt.

If we choose to read it so:
Such choice undoes the sign as sign,
Since we assign the meaning and so signify,
Taking this dark surface as carte blanche
To see the world we choose.
Or do I face two meanings I don’t choose
But must decide between:
Love or indifference at the heart of everything?
Better, perhaps, to leave both choice and sign aside
And let this puddle be just that:
A slight declivity where water’s pooled.
No sooner said than the declivity’s my heart,
Shallow and hard, filled up for all to see,
God’s grace, like longed-for rain,
At once exposing and re-clothing me.

Bishop Thomas Breidenthal has returned from
his sabbatical! During his time away, Bishop Tom
dedicated time to return to one of his loves –
writing poetry.
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Shake things up – start a conversation
On Palm Sunday, National Public
Radio ran a story about a new statue
that St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
in Davidson N.C. has installed. (It’s
actually been a good month for
Episcopalians on NPR, because earlier
in the month they had Father Tim
Schenck on Morning Edition discussDAVID
ing the Lent Madness bracket that he
DREISBACH
and our friends at Forward Movement
run each year. www.LentMadness.
org.) The statue has turned out to be controversial
because it depicts a homeless person sleeping under a
blanket on a park bench. You can’t see the person’s face,
hands or body because everything is obscured beneath
the blanket. All you can see of him are his feet, which
are sticking out from the edge of the blanket. As you
look more closely, you see nail holes in his feet from a
Crucifixion. It is then that you realize this statue depicts
a homeless Christ.
I’m sure St. Alban’s Episcopal Church didn’t install
that statue because they were hoping for national news
coverage. I’m sure that they installed the statue because
it seemed like an effective way to catch people’s attention
and get them talking about the issue of homelessness and
what we should be doing to help the homeless.
This brings me to my point. I think that when we
approach communications in the Church, we sometimes
only want to touch lightly on things. Communications
feels like marketing. It feels like advertising. It feels like
branding. Sometimes, it may feel like sleazy Madison
Avenue-types engaged in consumerism warfare, pushing products down the throats of people who don’t really
need them. And although there are many sleazy, corrupt Madison Avenue-types engaged in consumerism
warfare, communications doesn’t have to be about that.
Communications at its heart is no more than storytelling.
Although marketing to the consumer-based culture
we live in can be exploitative and run counter to the
Christian message, genuine, well thought-out storytelling does not. Our communications should never be
gimmicky. They must always be authentic. However, in
today’s fragmented, mass communication laden world,
successfully getting any message noticed can feel almost
impossible. The general population is constantly bombarded with marketing clutter and over the top stimuli.
This is why advertisers so often resort to cheap and
exploitative techniques to catch your attention. They
are simply trying to be noticed.
So, the question that remains is, How do you create
authentic and effective communications in a way that

The Rev. David Buck next to Jesus the Homeless statue. St.
Alban’s Episcopal, Davidson N.C. John Burnett/NPR
isn’t cheap and exploitative? The people of St. Alban’s
did something bold in order to tell the story of a Christ
who loved and identified with the poor, homeless and
disenfranchised. St. Alban’s is trying to tell a story that
is in sharp contrast with the prevailing story of a Christ
of immediate gratification and affluence.
I understand that most of the congregations reading
this can’t afford to install a statue. And even if they
could, it wouldn’t be right for them. St. Alban’s is a
congregation with financial resources that resides in an
affluent area of town, and they wanted to shake things
up and start new conversations within their community.
We all should be looking for ways to shake things up
and start new conversations within our communities.
It can be at a small cost or even with no cost, but we
should be looking for those creative ideas that will rock
our neighborhoods and cause them to want to be in a
conversation with us. I can’t tell you what that would be.
It will be different for each congregation and neighborhood. What I can tell you is this: If we are spending more
time working on the Sunday bulletin than trying to find
creative and engaging ways to start conversations within
our community, then we may have our priorities reversed.
We’ve been taught that church is what happens in the
nave on Sunday morning. It’s where we should put the
bulk of our energy. But the reality is that today’s church
has to let go of that philosophy if it wants to enter into a
meaningful dialogue with the larger community and continue to thrive in future generations.
David Driesbach serves as the director of communications
in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact him at
ddreisbach@diosohio.org.

Go to dsoConnections.org to listen to the complete coverage on National Public Radio.
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CONGREGATION HONORS
MINISTRY OF SHERILYN
PEARCE

At the end of her nine-month
residency in February at
Ascension and Holy Trinity, the
Wyoming congregation honored
the Rev. Sherilyn Pearce to
thank her for her ministry and
the joy she brought to their community.
At left, the Rev. Eric Miller
presents a farewell gift to the
Rev. Sherilyn Pearce in front of
the altar at Ascension and Holy
Trinity. The locket features a
cross - but also something very
special: a picture of the church.
A & HT members will miss
Sherilyn’s cheerful countenance
and beautiful smile, and wish
her all the best as she transitions to serving as Canon of
Pastoral Care at Christ Church
Cathedral. (contributed by
Mary Corley, Ascension & Holy
Trinity)

Richard Suddendorf, St, John’s, Worthington, was honored in March by the Columbus Symphony with a 2014 Music
Educator Award. Individuals chosen for the awards are honored for making a difference in the community through dedication to and efforts to promote understanding and appreciation
of music education. Suddendorf was selected in the community
category, for his work as music director and conductor of the
Westerville Community Bands.
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Rest in peace
Rebecca Ralph, wife of the late Rev. Wiley Ralph, died Dec. 2, 2013 at
Hospice of Dayton. She is survived by four daughters, Sarah of Delaplane,
Virginia, Susan of Dayton, Sandra of Cleveland, and Stephanie of Springfield,
Virginia, and eight grandchildren. A memorial service was held at Ascension
& Holy Trinity, Wyoming, on March 22. Memorials may be directed to
Lebanon Food Pantry, P.O. Box 534, Lebanon, OH 45036, or the Alzheimer’s
Association, P.O. Box 96011, Washington, DC 20090-6011.
The Rev. David Allardyce, retired priest of the diocese,
died Feb. 15. He was 78. David served his entire ministry in
the Diocese of Southern Ohio. At various times he served as
Curate, Vicar-in-Charge, Rector, Associate Rector and supply priest at Christ Church, Springfield, Trinity, Bellaire,
St. Philip’s, Circleville, St. Matthew’s, Westerville, Christ
Church, Xenia, and Trinity, Hamilton. David is survived by
his wife of 50 years, Mary, daughters Elisabeth Wheeler and
Amy Overbay and granddaughter Elisavita Wheeler. A requiem Eucharist was held March 1 at Ascension and Holy Trinity, Wyoming.
Memorial contributions may be made to Ascension and Holy Trinity, Christ
Church, Springfield or Friends of Procter Camp and Conference Center.
The Rev. Dr. Napoleon Bryant, Jr., retired deacon, died
March 4. He was 85. He is survived by his beloved wife of 64
years, Ernestine, and children Karen, Derek and Brian. Son
David preceded him in death. A memorial service was held
March 12 at St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights. Memorials
may be directed to St. Simon’s Pastoral Care Ministry or the
Deacon Napolean Bryant, Jr. Scholarship fund.
Dr. Willis Holloway, Sr., long-time chair of the Minority
Empowerment Initiative Trust for the Diocese of Southern Ohio and lifetime
member of St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, died March 20. In addition to
his many years of overseeing the distribution of scholarship funds for minority students through the MEIT, Holloway served his congregation as acolyte,
vestry member, Junior Warden, Senior Warden, Lay Eucharistic Minister,
president of the Men and Boys Club and usher. He is survived by his wife
of 60 years, Rosie; three sons, Wilfred, Gregory, and Dr. Willis, Jr.; daughter Deborah; eleven grandsons and thirteen great-grandchildren. Grandson
Wilson preceded him in death. A requiem mass was held at St. Simon’s on
March 28. Memorials may be directed to St. Simon’s Endowment Fund.
Sister Althea Augustine King died April 10 at the
Convent of the Transfiguration after a three-year struggle
with cancer. She was a life-professed sister for over 50 years.
She was 89. A service celebrating her life was held April 14
at the Chapel of the Transfiguration. The Rt. Rev. Michael
Curry, Bishop Visitor of the Community and Sr. Althea’s godson, served as celebrant and preacher.

Doctors Michael (pictured above, right) and
Anita Dohn, who served 14 years as medical missionaries in the Dominican Republic, have ended their missionary service and returned to Cincinnati. The Dohns
were welcomed back to the diocese at a reception held
at Church of the Advent, Cincinnati, in late February.

Annual Simeon and
Anna Event May 21
The annual meeting of the Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna
will be held on Wednesday, May 21 at the Procter Center. The
event is coordinated by the Affirmative Aging Commission.
Invitations have been mailed to all members of the Society.
There is a modest fee of $10 for each reservation. Honorees and
their immediate families will be our guests.
For more information on the Society of St. Simeon and St.
Anna, please visit http://www.diosohio.org/simeon-and-annaawards.html.
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An afternoon with
Glennon Doyle Melton
By Sarah Hartwig
The Taft Lecture Series and Christ Church
Cathedral, Cincinnati, are honored to welcome
Glennon Doyle Melton, New York Times best-selling author of the book Carry On, Warrior, to speak
at the cathedral on May 18.
Melton is also the author of the wildly popular
blog Momastery, where she shares poignantly about
being a wife, mother and Christian, and how daily
all of these things can cause her great joy, profound
confusion, sadness and hope. As Melton writes so
beautifully, these feelings do not have to be mutually exclusive of one another.
She also writes about being an alcoholic and
bulimic who made a series of poor choices, one after
the other, until one day, out of excuses and places
to turn, she decided what she was doing wasn’t
working, and ultimately sought out something that
did.
Momastery started as the result of Melton talking with a friend and completely stripping down
to the brutally honest truth about her own life,
struggles and great fears. After having done so,
she thought, “…maybe I could do THAT. Maybe
my public service could just be to tell people the
truth about my insides. Because it seemed to make
people feel better, for whatever reason…. It struck
me that for this particular ‘ministry,’ my criminal

record was a PLUS. It gave me street cred. And
I considered that maybe the gifts God gave me
were storytelling and shamelessness. Because you
guys, I’m shameless. I’m almost ashamed at how
little shame I have. Almost, but not really, at all.
So I decided that’s what God wanted me to do. He
wanted me to walk around telling people the truth.
No mask, no hiding, no pretending. That was going
to be my thing. I was going to make people feel better about their insides by showing them mine. By
being my real self. But I was keeping my trendy
jeans. I decided they were part of my real self.”
Melton shares her experiences with a growing
and faithful audience whom she ministers to with
her wit and wisdom, and admittedly, they lift her
up at the same time. This symbiotic relationship
has only served to build up that sense of community and belonging people have come to expect when
they read her writings.
Please join us for An Afternoon with Glennon
at Christ Church Cathedral on Sunday, May 18
at 2:30 p.m. The speaking engagement will be
followed by a book signing with an opportunity
to share in light refreshments and conversation
with Melton. For reservation information, call
513.621.1817 or email sbhartwig@cccath.org.
Sarah Hartwig serves as the Director of
Communications at Christ Church Cathedral.

Appalachian Ministries meeting June 14
As part of an effort to rejuvenate Appalachian ministry in the diocese,
the Rev. Judi Wiley, rector of St. Mary’s, Hillsboro and the chair appointed
by Bishop Breidenthal to reform the commission, attended the national
Episcopal Appalachian Ministries Board meeting in Charleston, W. Va. This
proved to be an exciting, energy-filled experience.
There is a passion and ambition to serve our brothers and sisters nestled along
the Appalachian Mountains. There are continuous issues of poverty, culture
bullying and lack of resources. But, within it all, there is hope. Hope for a future
that, with a boost from the Church and her members, can be realized!
The next meeting of the diocesan Appalachian Ministries Commission will
be on Saturday, June 14 , at 10 a.m. at St Paul’s Church in Chillicothe. One
of the areas we will be discussing is planning of the 2014 Mountain Grace

Conference and theme. Mountain Grace is a yearly conference, open to
the public, held at different venues throughout Appalachia. The conference addresses issues of the people of Appalachia and the ways we can
help. There will be cultural art forms, such as dulcimer music, arts and crafts
and lots of resources to take back to your church. Mark your calendars for
Mountain Grace, on September 12-13 at Morehead College in Morehead, Ky.
Watch for more information!
The Appalachian people face a different set of issues that can lead to poverty
and hopelessness. But the Church can help. There are summer work camps
planned, newsletters and loads of resources. Come to our meeting and see
what we are all about. You may just find the ministry God has called you to!
For more information, contact the Rev. Judi Wiley at revjudi.wiley@gmail.com.

Best Practices Conference:

CONGREGATIONS
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New way of living can bring us into
community with our neighbors
By Julie Murray
Connections editor
The Commission on Congregational Life held its fourth
Best Practices Conference at the Procter Center on March
29. Following up on the success of the 2013 conference
with keynote speaker Diana Butler Bass, the CoCL invited
Episcopal priest and author Dwight
Zscheile to lead this year’s conference,
tackling the issue of changes in Episcopal
identity and building relationships in the
community. The author of People of the
Way: Renewing Episcopal Identity and
professor of Congregational Mission and
Leadership at Luther Seminary in St.
Paul, Minnesota, is considered by many to
Dwight J. Zscheile be one of the imminent young theologians
in the church today.
Sharing stories from his own church (Zscheile also serves as
associate priest at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in St. Paul,
Minn.) and others, Zscheile engaged the audience in what it
means to be Episcopal today and gave tips and strategies for congregations to build meaningful, fruitful relationships and community in their neighborhoods.
Historically, Zscheile says, the Episcopal Church was the
church of the “establishment,” favored by those having a higher
than average socioeconomic status. The Episcopal Church has
also a long history of mission as benefactors, or using our abundant resources to do good works for those who are less fortunate
– by giving out of our excess. And, the Episcopal Church has
done a lot of good in the world by doing so, says Zscheile. But, he
says, “Jesus is challenging us to do another, better type of good
in your neighborhood.”
Zscheile points out that many in the Church are still working
within an establishment model of church and the assumptions
that come with it:
• Church buildings and clergy are the focus of God’s presence
and activity
• People know what church is, and where to find it
• People come to us already Christian, we just make them
members of our congregations
• Everyone must learn our established customs/language
But, Zscheile notes, if Thomas Cranmer would show up at a
Rite I Eucharist today, he would “freak out.” Cranmer wrote the
Book of Common Prayer so that worship would be in the vernacular or language of the people. And the current BCP may be the
language of his time, but not of this time.

CHANGE IS IN THE AIR

The culture in the United States is shifting and no longer supports formation of Christian identity, and the Church is just one
moral voice among many. Zscheile calls this a ‘religious climate
change’ – a time of choice. In a world where our culture of religious
identity has shifted from one of duty and obligation, to one of discretion or choice, church has become less like a family (where you
put up with who you’re given) and more like a restaurant (with a
menu). What kind of spiritual experience are you offering?
Zscheile says our response to this shift has been to try to
market the Church to lure people back. One problem with this
approach is the assumption that they were here in the first
place. Another downside, he adds, is that this reduces the
Church to a vendor of goods and services.

WHAT FUTURE CHURCH LOOKS LIKE

The early Church grew through social networking, Zscheile says –
‘Gospel gossiping,’ or telling stories neighbor to neighbor, town to town.
As those stories were shared, people began to believe. When those
believers started living as a community of compassion by caring for the
widow, orphan, sick and suffering, people noticed.
Our future, if we have one, lies with those who are outside of our
doors, Zscheile says. And this will require new learning on the part
of all of us. We have to ask deep, difficult questions: Who are we in
God? How do we cultivate Christian community with new populations and generations? What would it be like to accompany our
neighbors on their journey rather than just be a benefactor?
Zscheile uses an example from the farming world – demonstration plots. A demonstration plot is a piece of land on the edge
of the farm, next to the road, where other farmers in the community can easily observe how a new crop is doing. When we do
Church in the public space, we create a different way of being in
community. And when we live this different way of life as a public community of compassion, people will notice.
Zscheile encouraged conference attendees not to be afraid of failure, and shared that taking a cue from the business community of a
‘lean start-up approach’ would help to preserve precious resources.
In a lean start-up, a business will use its ideas to build a minimally
viable product, then listen to beta testers of the product to guide
them to what they actually need to build to be successful.
We can use the same approach in our churches, Zscheile says,
starting with small experiments that can evolve into what the
community really needs. Rather than spending time, money and
resources on grand plan that might fail, don’t be afraid to keep
trying small things – and keep listening – until you find that
thing that brings you into community with your neighborhood.

The People of the
Way: Renewing
Episcopal Identity

There is a renewed
conversation about
identity and mission in
American Anglicanism
today, based on the
recognition that the
church’s context in the
U.S. has dramatically
changed. The legacies of
establishment, benefactor approaches to mission, and the national
church ideal are no
longer adequate for the
challenges and opportunities facing the 21st
century church. But if
the Episcopal Church is
no longer the Church of
the Establishment and
the benefactor model
of church is dead, what
is the heart of Episcopal
mission and identity?
Scholar and Episcopal
priest Dwight Zscheile
draws on multiple
streams of Anglican
thought and practice,
plus contemporary
experience to craft a
vision for mission that
addresses the church’s
post-establishment,
post-colonial context.
With stories, practices
and concrete illustrations, Zscheile engages
readers in re-envisioning what it means to
be Anglican in America
today and sends readers
out to build new relationships within their
local contexts.
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COMMISSION ’S WORK A MINISTRY OF
Imagination

Canon XV The Commission on
Congregational Life
Authority
Section 1. The Bishop has authority over
all missionary work within this Diocese.
The Bishop shall establish a Commission
on Congregational Life (COCL) to assist
with the organization and oversight of
Missions.
Membership
Section 2. The Commission on
Congregational Life shall consist of the
Bishop, or the Bishop’s representatives, ex
officio and twelve members appointed
by the Bishop. At each annual Diocesan
Convention, the Bishop shall designate
one member to chair the Commission.
Purpose
Section 3. (a) The Commission on
Congregational Life shall implement
the mission strategy for the Diocese of
Southern Ohio subject to the authority
of the Bishop and Diocesan Council. In its
implementation of the mission strategy
COCL shall encourage, support, evaluate,
and seek opportunities for the development and growth of all existing
Missions and Parishes in the Diocese. COCL
is also charged with the development of
new Congregations. The Commission on
Congregational Life shall be responsible,
under the direction of the Bishop and
Diocesan Council, for coordinating the
implementation of Canon XVI.
(b) COCL shall make recommendations to the
Bishop and Diocesan Council with regard to
the founding of new Congregations
(c) COCL shall oversee changes in the
status of a Congregation, changes in the
designation of a Congregation, and the
closing of a Congregation.
(d) The Commission on Congregational
Life shall receive and review all requests
for funding made by Congregations and
shall determine financial support based on
appropriate Diocesan budget resources.
(e) The Commission on Congregational
Life shall conduct an Annual Review of all
Missions.
Current members
Janice M. West,
Jim Murray
chair
The Rev. Eileen
Cathy Bagot
O’Reilly
The Rev. Bruce
The Rev. Jim
Freeman
Strader
The Rev. Roger
Hank Wendorf
Greene
The Rev. Canon
Jim Heathcote
Jack Koepke, staff
The Rev. Joseph
liaison
Kovitch
Heather Windle,
John MacKellar
Staff Support
The Rev. Alex
Martin

The Commission on
Congregational Life. A mouthful,
to be sure, so in true Episcopal
fashion, we in shorten it with
an acronym, CoCL. So what is
the CoCL, and what do they do
exactly? The answer, it turns out, is a lot.
The Commission on Congregational Life is a commission
that arises out of the canons, or laws, of the church (see box)
to implement a mission strategy for the diocese, and then
provide the support and assistance needed for congregations
to help realize that strategy. That support, in the form of
working with congregations to review
their programs and
provide financial
assistance to assist
with their ministry,
has been identified as the number one Ministry Priority by
the diocese. Which makes this commission kind of a big deal.
The most visible way the CoCL carries out its mission of
supporting healthy congregations is in the form of the Best
Practices Conference, an annual opportunity for members of
all congregations to hear nationally known speakers provide
tips and strategies for helping congregations grow. (See page
7 for a recap of the 2014 conference.) Bringing in ‘big name’
speakers for the conference provides “an expert, outside point
of view,” says the Rev. Jim Strader. “They are someone who
has been around the Church.”
Jon Boss adds, “If people want to know more, these (speakers) have more resources, books, etc. that they can go and
check out on their own.”
The commission also helps congregations applying for
grants through the CoCL to discern their needs through the
lens of the Hallmarks of Health, seven characteristics commonly noted in healthy
congregations and faith
communities:
• A clear sense of
identity
• Radical hospitality
• Inspiring worship
• Intentional faith development and formation for discipleship
• Adventuresome, risk-taking mission and service
• Extravagant generosity
• Accountability and collaboration
In 2013, the commission worked with local videographer
Tom Purdy to tell the stories of seven congregations in our
diocese and how they are carrying out inspired ministries
that epitomize the Hallmarks of Health. (See the videos at

support

http://www.youtube.com/user/
diosohio/featured)
Sound like a lot of work? It
is. The 12-member commission
meets 11 times per year, with
the average meeting lasting
about six hours. Each member is assigned as a liaison to a
grant recipient, establishing and maintaining a relationship
with the congregation by visiting and attending occasional
services. The term of service on the commission is three
years, and many members serve more than one term.
The members recognize that this fairly large time commitment limits their membership, and strive to figure out how
to get other voices at the table. But, says commission chair
Jan West, “There are many gifts at this table. I’ve never seen
such commitment, dedication and intelligence.”
Their budget of $400,000 (roughly 7.5% of the 2013 consolidated budget), assists congregations with over $325,000
in grants to address critical needs and enable innovative

connection
ministries. The members admit that the grant process is
very emotional work, and they spend a lot of time in difficult, honest conversations. While their directive is not to
sustain life support to a congregation, it can be difficult to
decide whether a ministry has merit. “No one applies that
doesn’t have financial need,” says the Rev. Roger Greene.
The Rev. Canon Jack Koepke, the bishop’s liaison to the
commission, adds, “We’re not here to bridge the gap between
a congregation’s current need and expenses. We’re here to
bridge the gap between
their income and the
ministry they could be
doing to change the lives
of those in their community.”
Members agree that while their work can be time consuming and sometimes heart-wrenching; it is time well
worth spending. They all have a passion for dealing with
the important “stuff” the church has to deal with, and are
excited to be part of a group that wrestles with questions
about what it means to be a living, healthy church in this
diocese.
“I’m just in awe of the immense amount of work that goes
on in this diocese,” says West. “And we have a view of it that
no one else gets.”

encouragement
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Gathering around food and friendship:
Communion in the community
congregations

a hard winter, or if there is
tunities to endorse. Thus, when
a drought over the summer,”
we started dreaming about the St.
said Kahle. “Margins on food
James farm stand, I decided to see if
are slim and we have to be
the CoCL would support us.”
If you build it, they will come.
able to adjust quickly to supply
The CoCL did agree to support
How many times have you had a dream, but the
and demand issues and trends.
logistics of bringing it to life and the worry over wheth- the project, and awarded a grant
Any business start-up is chalto St. James to help cover materier it would be successful cause you to set it aside?
lenging and we know that
als for operation, wages for Findlay
Kathy Schaeffer, a parishioner at St. James,
getting the word out about
Market staff, signage, marketing
Westwood, had an idea that a farm stand at the
the farmer’s market and getand promotion for the first year of
church could be a really great addition to the
ting people to make it part of
operation. The St. James/Findlay
neighborhood. The location, a spacious corner lot
their weekly routine is always
Market Farm Stand will have its
with a bus stop in front and right across the street
tricky,” she adds. “We hope
soft opening on Wednesday, June 4,
from a YMCA, seemed ideal. The neighborhood,
people will come out of curioswith the grand opening slated for
Westwood, is often in the news for its efforts for
ity and come back once they
June 18. The market will operate
revitalization and a farm stand would fit right into
taste the difference!”
Wednesdays from 4 to 7 p.m. from
that scene. So, she decided to look into it.
Strader’s goal is a bit more
June through September.
“I was quickly overwhelmed by logistics, supply
subjective. “I’d like to see us
“Our vision is to create a ‘commons’,
chains and paperwork,” said Schaeffer. So she put
St. James/Findlay
connect with people in ways
where families can come to the market,
the idea aside.
Market Farm Stand
other than we do through St.
purchase healthy food, get to know their
A year later, Schaeffer read an article about a new
3207 Montana Ave. in
James’ traditional programs,”
seasonal farmer’s market collaboration between Findlay neighbors better and experience God
Westwood
he said. “My hope is for the
in healthy, humorous and wholesome
Market, a historic public market in Cincinnati’s urban
Wednesdays, 4 to 7 p.m.
parish to stretch itself in new
ways,” said Strader. “We’ll have fresh
core, and Roberts Academy, a Cincinnati Public School
June through September
ways by encountering people
produce, vegetables and fruits, just like
in the heart of Price Hill, an urban neighborhood adjaliterally in the ‘marketplace’
the products guests can purchase at
cent to Westwood that has seen its fair share of hard
and for our neighbors and
Findlay Market. We’re also planning on
times. This brought Schaeffer’s idea back to mind, but
guests to experience us as a church that isn’t all
collaborating with food truck vendors and neighborhood
again she put it aside. But when she read another artiabout piety and worship. I think we’ll know if we’re
chefs to provide other types of food services.”
cle about the collaboration a month later, she decided it
successful because people will keep coming to the
Karen Kahle, Resource Development Director of
was time to dream again.
Findlay Market, is excited about the market’s third market and enjoy their time there. They’ll invite
“It really seemed like this project was calling
their neighbors to come too.”
community collaboration. “We are very impressed
me, so I contacted Findlay Market. (They) told
But what most excites Strader about the farm
with the church leadership that we’re working with
me the basic framework, and it seemed doable. I
stand? “I love that someone with a dream about
on the project. When developing what is basically a
then contacted Father Jim (Strader, the rector at
being church in a different way came to us to share
joint venture enterprise it is essential to have trust
St. James), who was enormously supportive and
her dream. I love how there’s no way of knowing
and confidence in your partners, and we believe we
encouraged me to go forward.”
whether or not the farm stand will succeed but that
have built that with the St. James folks. We think
The next step was a presentation to the vestry,
God’s creativity, Christ’s compassion and the Holy
the farmer’s market is in a great location and are
which also encouraged Schaeffer to keep studying
Spirit’s wisdom is working in the planning and
really excited to develop a strong partnership with
the project. One big challenge for a collaboration
creation,” he said. “I love that people from all over
the YMCA families next door. We are excited that
with Findlay was that local organizers are responthe place will gather around food and friendship Westwood as a community seems to have good
sible for securing the funding for the venture.
much like what communion is supposed to be like.
energy around making it a better place, and recSchaeffer then worked with Strader and other
I’m excited that there’s no way to exactly know
ognizes how food is a great tool for bringing people
members of St. James’ staff to assemble a grant
what will happen but there’s much to be learned
proposal to the Commission on Congregational Life. together,” she said.
and shared in any number of small yet good misThe
organizers
have
set
their
goal
as
becoming
AThe
member
of
the
CoCL,
Strader
said,
“I
observed
Rev. Joseph Kovitch (front row, left) was received as a priest
takes as well as in unexpected yet clever successes.
financially
self-supporting
after
one
season,
and
what
projects
and
initiatives
the
CoCL
was
supportin the Episcopal Church on Jan. 16 in a service at St. Paul’s Chapel
I’m really excited to serve in a diocese and with an
despite
many
variables
are
up
for
the
task.
ingat
toDiocesan
include Fresh
Expressions,
Beans
and
Grapes
House. Kovitch, a former ELCA minister, serves as
Episcopal Church parish who willingly and joyously
“Mother Nature may be our biggest challenge
andpriest-in-charge
Street Church.
had
a sense Westerville.
that the CoCL was
atISt.
Matthew’s,
support such unusual yet hopeful endeavors.”
if we have an exceptionally wet spring after such
looking for creative outreach and mission opporBy Julie Murray
Connections editor
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Holy COWE:
A vision realized
By Joe Snavely
In 2005, a visioning process involving the whole congregation of
Christ Church, Glendale, began with many opportunities for members to offer input about what God was calling us to do, and what sort
of facilities we would need to live into that call. Four main areas of
ministry focus were identified: Community, Outreach, Worship and
Education, and thus the acronym Holy COWE was created.
Needs identified included a much larger chapel, more classroom
space, a single large gathering area, better space for housing our
Interfaith Hospitality guests and their needs, more office space (so all
the staff could have an office!). All Saints Hall, the previous building,
was designed with a large amount of glass, so a larger, new building
would also be much more energy efficient.
Once needs were identified and a preliminary budget established,
the Building Our Vision campaign began. City Studio Architecture was
selected to design the building. By 2011 funds were pledged, and in
2012 HGC Construction was hired to be the general contractor. The
village of Glendale Historic and Planning Commission approved the
final plans in May 2012. Construction began in early spring 2013, and
the building was completed in early spring 2014.
The result was a campus that stands as a visible witness to our parish motto “Deep Roots, Growing Faith.” It is the worship, fellowship,
and work space for a vibrant community of faith that is deeply committed to participating in God’s reconciling work in the world. All are
invited for a visit…come and see!
Christ Church will celebrate the consecration of the newly constructed Chapel
of the Holy Spirit (pictured above) on Tuesday, May 13 at 7 p.m. The Rt. Rev.
Thomas E. Breidenthal will preside. Clergy are invited to vest and process, red
stoles. For more information, contact Christ Church at 513.771.1544.

On Sunday, May 18, the choir of St. George’s, Dayton, will give an energetic and joyful performance of John Rutter’s Gloria during the 10:30 a.m.
service. May marks the 40th anniversary of the premiere performance of this
work by one of America’s favorite British composers of sacred music.
The work is scored for a brass ensemble, along with organ, timpani and percussion. The choir, conducted by St. George’s music director Jeffrey Powell and
accompanied by organist Rachel Spry-Lammi, will be joined by the Oakwood
Brass for this very exciting performance. For more information, contact the
church at 937.434.1781.

HAM LOAF DINNER

Trinity, London, will hold their famous Ham Loaf dinner on Tuesday,
May 13 from 4 to 7 p.m. The menu of Ham Loaf, escalloped potatoes, macaroni
and cheese, green beans, apple sauce, rolls and desserts is available for a suggested donation of $9 for adults and $4 for children under 12. Dine-in, carry
out or drive through! Trinity is located on the corner of 4th and Main Streets
in London. Call 740.852.9298 for more information.

THOMASTON GOLF CLASSIC MAY 19

The Thomaston Golf Classic will be held on Monday, May 19 at the
Golf Club of Stonelick Hills, located on US 50 in Clermont County. The
annual tournament is the sole fundraising event for the Thomaston Woods
Scholarship Fund, which provides tuition scholarships for the young residents
of Thomaston Woods affordable housing, a ministry of St. Thomas, Terrace
Park. Entry fees are $500 a foursome or $150 per individual. Register through
the parish website at www.stthomasepiscopal.org.

SPRING RUMMAGE/GARAGE SALES

May 3: ECW Rummage sale at St. Mary’s, Hillsboro. The church is located
at 234 N. High Street in Hillsboro. Call 937.393.2043 for more information.
May 10: Spring Garage sale at St. Patrick’s, Dublin, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The church is located at 7121 Muirfield Drive in Dublin. Call 614.766.2664 for
more information.

VALENTINE LOVE FOR
NEIGHBORS

Church of the Good
Samaritan, Amelia, members Rita Buhler and
Mary Jo Beziat hosted a
Valentine’s day tea  for
Thomaston Meadows seniors
in February. Standing (far
right) is Mary Jo Beziat.

Opera-singing priest
comes out of singing
retirement to perform
By Donna L. Sprowles
It has been six years since the Rev. Ed Payne, Priest-in-charge
at St. Francis, Springboro, announced his retirement from the
professional world of singing opera, recitals and concerts.
So why does he now want to step onto the stage with a
full recital program? Payne simply says that he had not had
much opportunity throughout his singing career to share
God’s gift of singing and performing as an intentional service to God and God’s people. “I want to come back to the
The Rev. Ed Payne
stage one more time for the purpose of giving myself to the
service of God and God’s people with no professional agreements or strings
attached!”
Payne began his professional singing career at the age of seventeen, when he made
his debut as baritone soloist with the Cleveland Orchestra in Leonard Bernstein’s
Chichester Psalms. This led to music scholarships with The Cleveland Institute of
Music and Case Western Reserve University.
Payne made his European debut in Barga, Italy singing a leading role in an early
Rossini opera. These performances were followed by a 21 opera house tour under
the auspices of the Teatro Comunale di Firenze (The Florence, Italy Opera House).
Later, he returned to the US where he toured 41 states in three years with the Boris
Goldovksy New York Grand Opera, performing leading roles in Tosca, La Traviata,
Don Giovanni, The Prodigal Son and The Barber of Seville.
While living in New York, Payne was also a district winner and East Coast
regional finalist of the Metropolitan Opera Auditions. Some years later, he
actually found himself making a debut with the Metropolitan Opera in George
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess. He performed two seasons with the Met and sang 22
performances.
Payne later joined the Fisk University staff as Instructor of Music. Three
years later he joined the staff of Ohio University as Assistant/Associate Professor
of Music, Special Assistant to the Provost and Managing Artistic Director of the
Ohio University Opera Theater. During his third year at OU, he received the
Ohio University Professor Award for Outstanding Teaching.
While serving in the Diocese of Southern Ohio as a priest, Payne has also held
faculty positions in music at Wright State University and Wilberforce University.
The recital will take place at St. Francis, Springboro, on May 16 (Payne’s 66th birthday) at 7:30 p.m., and will consist of the works of Scarlatti, Ravel, Schubert, Schumann,
Beethoven, Burleigh and others. Jenny Williard Catalan, member of St. Francis and
a graduate of both Miami University and and the University of Cincinnati College
Conservatory of Music, will accompany at the piano. Vincent Davis, internationally
acclaimed tenor and Professor of Vocal Music at Kentucky State University, will join
Fr. Ed as a guest artist in a duet from The Seven Last Words of Christ by Dubois.
The recital is free and open to the public. Freewill offerings will be gratefully
accepted to benefit the ministries of St. Francis Church. For more information
and/or interviews, please call the church office at 937.748.2592 (Tues. 9-1, Wed.
9-12, Th. 9-2); or, call Payne at 513.545.7406 (day or evening).
Donna L. Sprowles is Director of Choirs at St. Francis, Springboro.
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Choral scholar program at
Christ Church Cathedral
Music has been an integral
part of the outreach ministries
of Christ Church Cathedral for
nearly 200 years. People from
all walks of city life experience
music at the cathedral infused
with both quality and spirit.
One such ongoing example is
the cathedral’s choral scholar
program.
Since 2010, successful
applicants from high schools
throughout the greater
Cincinnati area have been
invited to join the cathedral
choir as apprentices. The choral scholar program provides
intensive training in the art of
To apply for a choral scholar appointfine choral singing so that the
ment, a student needs to submit an
students may begin the proapplication form available online
cess of learning to perform at a
(www.christchurchcincinnati.org/
professional level.
music/choralscholars); an essay
Choral scholars learn a wide
explaining why he or she is interested
range of repertoire, such as
in the choral scholar program; and
works by Tallis, Brahms and
three letters of reference. One letter
Howells, as well as spirituals
needs to be from a music teacher
and music of other cultures.
describing the student’s abilities as a
For their efforts, they are
musician. The other two letters need
to be from other teachers, members
compensated with a monthly
of the clergy or community leaders
stipend of $125 throughout the
describing the student’s personal
academic year.
qualities, such as maturity, responsi“We designed the program
bility and social skills.
to give high school students
The deadline for applications is June
opportunities they may not
30. Applications should be mailed
have in any other way,” says
to Christ Church Cathedral, Attn: Dr.
Stephan Casurella, the catheStephan Casurella, 318 East Fourth
dral’s director of music. “To
Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202-4299.
sing as a professional with a
Student scholars begin their duties in
professional choir is not only
September.
a wonderful experience for a
high school student, but it may
help open doors for them as
they look to further their education.”
Choral scholars participate in all the duties of the cathedral choir.
This includes Thursday evening rehearsals, Sunday morning services,
monthly choral evensong, as well as other special services or concerts
as assigned by the cathedral.
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Embracing divine
playfulness:
Reflections on PLAY!
By the Rev. Jane Gerdsen
What if our worship felt like play? There are certainly times that we are
called to be serious, but as adults I am afraid that we have lost the spirituality of play and the spontaneous joy that comes from doing something just
for fun!
Over the weekend of February 28 -March 1, Christ Church Cathedral
and Fresh Expressions co-hosted a conference entitled PLAY!: Praising God
in life and worship. As attendees entered the cathedral, the Fourth Street
entrance was filled with games and art materials and musical instruments.
People made drawings and bounced balls back and forth. Over lunch a
table of young adults played Candy Land while a few others engaged in a
game of chess off to the side. Laughter and stories and community began
to emerge.
As part of the conference, Theodicy Jazz Collective, an amazing ensemble
of musicians who met at Yale while attending the Institute of Sacred
Music, taught us about jazz as a metaphor for life together in community.
They reflected on how they improvise by never saying “no.” If someone
takes a risk and steps out and begins to play something, they all join in
and are willing to learn together. Their music and playfulness with each
other became the lead sheet for the whole weekend. They led us in singing
music in new ways and together we created inspiring worship.
The Rev. Bob Leopold, missioner for the Diocese of East Tennessee and
our keynote speaker, shared the story of the community he has helped create called Southside Abbey (www.southsideabbey.org). Southside meets
in an art gallery and shares church around a dinner table every Friday
night. They meet their community by bringing jars of homemade pickles to
people’s doors and are working to improvise a new way of being church in
their own local context.
On Saturday, we gathered for workshop conversations with local practitioners who are offering creative and prophetic examples of ways to weave
together art, spirituality, justice and community and we discovered how we
can deepen those connections through our worship together. All of this was
done by seeing each of us as a “player” in the work of God. Each person
was invited to bring their whole self and help us to co-create a worshipping
community who took risks, who laughed and who shared the longings of
their heart. We started by playing together and we ended by realizing that
worship was our play.
How are you embracing the spirit of play in your community? Share your
stories of fun, improvisation and play with us on the Praxis blog at
praxiscommunities.org.

‘Flash’ Compline
Flash mobs are groups of people who assemble suddenly
in public places for some kind of act for a brief time and
then quickly disperse. Often these flash mobs are offered for
the purposes of entertainment or artistic expression.
We decided to see if we could use this idea to offer a
brief time of prayer in our city. Following the success of a
Compline service held on Fountain Square during diocesan
convention this year, Praxis Communities invited several
Cincinnati area parishes to help host “flash Compline” durTHE REV.
ing Advent and Lent. It is a bit like a church bell tolling,
JANE
naming the time of day and invitation for a brief pause and
GERDSEN
a call to prayer in the midst of our busy lives. We chose
Compline because it is the shortest of our daily prayer services in the Book
of Common Prayer and it is a beautiful and peaceful way to end the day.
Each week, a few minutes before 8 p.m. on a Sunday night, people began
to gather. Each Sunday was a little different. We prayed on a street corner
with cars and trucks whizzing by, and another week we sang a Taize chant
while trying to keep candles lit as cold winds whipped around us. One
Sunday over 50 people gathered in a park with dogs and children and we lit
incense and sparklers as the sun set over the horizon. We prayed together
and then we left, the laughter and smoke dissipating with the setting of the
sun. Holiness in the midst of life.
We hope to start a movement to re-discover one of the church’s ancient
prayer services. We encourage you to offer “flash prayer” in your community. In our model, a different church hosted the service each week and
chose a public outdoor place in their neighborhood for us to gather. If you
are interested in hosting, please contact the Rev. Jane Gerdsen, Missioner
for Fresh Expressions and Praxis Communities, at freshexpressions@diosohio.org.
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Campus ministry in an age of disruption
formation

In the beginning, campus ministries were unnecessary because every campus was a ministry. When people
started founding colleges and universities in the U.S. back
in the seventeenth century, their sole purpose was to train
clergy. Church-founded institutions remained dominant for
more than two-hundred years, until 1862, when the Morrill
Act granted federally controlled land to states so that they
could create Land-Grant Schools. Even then, the majority
of students belonged to the mainline denominations. These
THE REV.
students
gathered together into denominational groups
KARL STEVENS
and asked the church to support their spiritual lives. Some
denominations responded by building dorms or campus ministry houses. The
typical Episcopalian response was to build churches near campus.
Higher
Education has
been changing rapidly in
the past thirty
years. It used
to be that the
typical college
student lived on
campus, went to
school for four
years, and was
between the ages of 18 and 22. Only 15% of students fit into that category
anymore: 37% of students are part-time, only 38% of students graduate in
four years, and only 62% of students are under the age of 25. The typical student of today works at least part-time. Yet most of our campus ministries are
still trying to serve the dwindling 15% of students who fit into the traditional
mode.
Given these rapid changes, we need to think creatively about how to meet
the needs of students, and how to remain connected to academia. With the
rise of online learning, we have to change our expectations about where students are and who they’re in contact with. A 50-year-old member of a parish
that is miles away from the nearest campus could easily be a student, and an
exposure to new ideas might be changing her attitudes to church, the world
that surrounds her and her sense of purpose in life. In this new paradigm,
campus ministry is no longer the domain of a few specialists, but part of the
call of Episcopalians everywhere.
There are a number of ways that we can begin to
answer that call. First, we can foster a relationship with
academia that will help us keep abreast of new ideas. I
went to a talk last year on the Higgs boson, often popularly referred to as “the God particle”. The most powerful
thing I took away from that talk was amazement over
the simple fact that the Large Hadron Collider, the facility that scientists use to smash particles together, exists.
Here is a scientific wonder that’s used every day, and it
was built by a multitude of different countries, none of

which claim proprietary rights to the information discovered there. It’s a beacon of hope in a world that sometimes seems riven by factionalism and political hatreds, and I can only talk about it because I went to a lecture. People
who aren’t near campuses can still access the insights and hope that academia
holds out to the world. They can take a MOOC (Massive Open Online Course)
or watch an online lecture. It will make them aware of amazing and exciting
things.
Second, we can refocus our energy on relationships within our churches.
We often get caught up in the workings of the institution, even if that institution is a small parish of sixty people or so. We worry about building maintenance and tithing and vestry minutes. We forget that even in small churches,
there are a lot of people who don’t know each other, or at least don’t know
each other well. We need ‘Pastors in the Pews’ who can sit with newcomers
on Sunday mornings and show them how to juggle the
hymnal and Book of Common Prayer. But more than
that, we need people to get coffee with each other, to eat
lunch with each other during the week - essentially to
learn the one-on-one work that most college chaplains do
so well. Students of any age don’t need another group
to belong to. Their lives are over scheduled as it is. But
they do need people who will sit with them and ponder
the big questions that arise from their studies.
Third, we need to invite people into new forms of
Christian assembly. This doesn’t mean that we need to
change Sunday morning services. It was the grace and
beauty of the Episcopal service that converted me to Christ. But at least once
or twice a year we need to draw people, especially students, together for other
forms of assembly. I recently sent out an invitation to a provincial campus
ministry retreat. Some of the priests in parishes that weren’t near campuses
wondered why they were getting the invitation. They weren’t thinking of the
50-year-old in their parish that is taking online classes. But that 50-year-old
is a student, and is definitely invited to any gathering of students. Whatever
one’s age, involvement in higher education raises new questions, new hopes,
new dreams. We need to invite people to explore those dreams together.

37% of students are part-time, only
38% of students graduate in four years,
and only 62% of students are under
the age of twenty-five.

The Rev. Karl Stevens serves at Missioner for Campus Ministry for the diocese.
Contact him at campusministry@diosohio.org.

Students of any age don’t need another group
to belong to. Their lives are over scheduled as
it is. But they do need people who will sit with
them and ponder the big questions that arise
from their studies.

14

Family Camp 1
Boys & Girls Camp (grades 4/5)
Intermediate Camp (grades 8/9)
Confirmation Camp (grades 9-12)
Family Camp 2
Creative Arts Camp (grades 6-12)
Senior High Camp (grades 10-12)
Junior Camp (grades 6/7)
Family Camp 3

June 6-8
June 10-14
June 16-21
June 23-28
July 2-5
July 7-12
July14-19
July 21-26
July 30-Aug.2

FIND OUT MORE AND REGISTER AT
WWW.YOUTH.DIOSOHIO.ORG.

mission
My view: El Hogar teaches future
physician true goal of medicine
By Kayde Nester
Being knee-deep in the application process for medical school has forced me
to write quite a few essays. Most schools want to know why I am pursuing the
field and what I have to offer, but occasionally I’ll get a prompt that breaks the
monotony and allows me to be a little more creative. One such prompt asked me
to describe my most meaningful community service moment, and without a second thought, I knew I had to write about my time shadowing the medical team
at El Hogar. Although Honduras might not follow the traditional definition of
community, we are all citizens of the world and this experience left such a lasting
impression, while reaffirming my love for the art of healing and helping those in
true need, that I knew this was the experience of a lifetime I had to recount.
El Hogar is an amazing organization that takes the poorest of the poor, the
abandoned children left on the streets, forced to make their own way without any
support, and gives them the tools to transform their lives for the better. Most of
these children live on the streets not because of a lack of a family, but rather a
lack of resources; their families cannot feed, clothe or educate them. As I have
witnessed, homes are made up of little more than cardboard or tin pieced together
and very rarely have running water or electricity. These children have to take to
begging and stealing as the only means for survival. But that old way of life is
radically changed when they step foot onto the grounds of El Hogar. Shelter, food
and love surround them, giving them a future never before possible.
What began in 1979 with five little boys has blossomed into what is El Hogar
today - four schools with over 250 students. For the past two years, I have had
the remarkable opportunity to travel to all four schools and help the medical team
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give care to every student. Here we set up
makeshift exam rooms and work throughout
the day and night, seeing the children and
creating charts so the medical team can track
their health and progress in the years to come.
Most of these children have never seen a doctor until the medical team arrives.
There is usually apprehension in the beginning, but the children quickly realize
the team is there purely out of love for them.
We might not have been performing life saving procedures, but we were able to
witness the performance of many miracles. Children who had never felt cared for
realized there are many people in the world who are invested in their lives and
making them better. As a future physician, I was able to see the true goal of medicine. It genuinely is about healing the whole patient and truly making a difference
in someone’s life.
The children of El Hogar are not the only ones whose lives have changed for
the better, but mine has as well. These children have shown me, despite everything they have been through, there is always a reason to smile. El Hogar
has such a special place in my heart and I hope someday it will hold a special
place in yours as well.
If you have a medical background and would like to be a part of this amazing
team, please send your information to Carolyn or Kevin Martin at ckm7381@
gmail.com.
Kayde Nester is a member of St. Timothy’s, Anderson Twp. and a graduate of the
University of Georgia.

Neighborhood House beacon of hope for community
By The Rev. Marjorie Menaul
Among the 50 states, Ohio is forty-eighth in preventing infant mortality,
and East Columbus has one of the highest infant mortality rates in Ohio. The
city of Columbus is beginning to work toward a reduction in infant mortality,
but a Jubilee Center of The Episcopal Church has been hard at work addressing this issue for quite a while. That center is The Neighborhood House.
Serving a ZIP code with exceptionally high rates of infant mortality, poverty,
violence and unemployment, Neighborhood House strives to “assist children,
families and single adults in their efforts to become self-sufficient.” Since 1909,
it has been a beacon of hope for the community.
Three representatives of The Episcopal Church serve on the Neighborhood
House Board of Directors: The Rev. Jennie Crockett, a deacon serving at St.
Philip’s, Columbus; Attorney Robert Howarth of St. Alban’s, Bexley; and the
Rev. Marjorie Menaul, a retired priest also representing St. Alban’s. New leadership and staff have brought renewed energy and creativity to Neighborhood
House. New programs are being started; new partners, including The Ohio State
University and Nationwide Children’s hospital, are joining with Neighborhood

House in the service of an underserved community. These are exciting times!
Among the services offered by Neighborhood House are child care and afterschool programs for children from birth through high school. Neighborhood
House owns several older buses that are still useful for other groups, but
state regulations for buses that transport children have recently changed to
require infant seats for the little ones, a button in the back of the bus that
must be pushed before the bus can be shut off (to prevent drivers from overlooking sleeping children), and other features. The cost of this type of bus is
approximately $50,000. With the Nationwide Foundation matching its efforts,
The Neighborhood House was required to raise $25,000 in a relatively short
period. Through generous contributions from Bishop Breidenthal and parishioners at St. Alban’s, that sum was raised and the bus was purchased, allowing
Neighborhood House to continue its programs for children and youth.
The Neighborhood House was founded by Episcopalians, and continuing prayer and support are helpful and valued. Please pray for the staff of
Neighborhood House and for those who benefit from its services. And if you’d
like to know more, or to visit NH and see for yourself, please contact Marjorie
Menaul at mmenaul@aol.com.
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SPRING comes to the kitchen
help. She has also enjoyed learning about new food choices for herself, such as
dips made from white beans or roasted eggplant, rather than those with a sour
cream base. Student Marie Fishburn appreciates the chance to know a comAs February leaves its snowy footprints on the first days of March, we are
munity because it creates empathy. “There’s more to learn than just the vital
all longing for real spring to come. Any sign of new life? The yellow blooms of
signs of life,” she says smiling.
winter aconite were already showing along the forest edge until yesterday’s
Other high school students are here to fulfill community service obligations
snow covered them. There is a vase of yellow daffodils and white hyacinths on
as well. Fabien, 16 years old, has been a huge help keeping the dishes clean
my kitchen table grown far away from my garden. And last Saturday, we ran
and taking organic waste to the compost bin.
our errands in lightweight jackets. So in spite of the new wintry blast, I have
The Rev. Phyllis Armstrong, a retired nurse and a deacon, tests blood presbeen fortunate to witness first hand, some other “green life” stirring. In a community teaching kitchen whose garden is still frozen hard, ambitious plans are sure and blood sugar at Gabriel’s Place. She dispenses health advice, a listening ear and hugs. A young diabetic woman discovered her blood sugar had
underway. I spent two afternoons this past week at Gabriel’s Place, an educadangerously escalated. She was sent home with healthy snacks and encourtional food initiative in a former historic Episcopal Church in Cincinnati.
agement to avoid
The week begins
candy and sweets.
with Tuesday meals
There is a
for everyone from 4
warmth and sense
to 6 p.m. Real resof belonging in
taurant quality dinthis place for resiners are available for
dents and volunthose who can make
teers alike. These
a donation, and those
market days give
who cannot. Some
adults and chilwinter offerings have
dren a chance to
included Kale and
come into a warm
White Bean Soup;
kitchen, like stuChicken and Waffles
dents coming home
with Raspberry
after a long day
Jalapeno Sauce;
at school. A large
White Chicken
box of carrots had
Chili; Focaccia Melt
been donated and
with Zucchini and
Recipes for guests to take home often accompany the menu experiments at the farmer’s market at Gabriel’s Place.
turned into healthy
Caramelized Onions;
whole-wheat muffins.
along with salads and
I watched while children, college-age students and adults came into the wonhome made desserts. On Thursday afternoons, a weekly farmer’s market
derfully fragrant kitchen, happy to take as many warm muffins as they would
is held while volunteers and visitors create and sample three recipes made
like. It created this satisfying and joyful physical and emotional sensation, that
with a vegetable or fruit in mind. Among some winter samplings are the Beet
here, there is always plenty of good wholesome food to eat.
Experiments, the Carrot Experiments, the Dip Experiments, the Blended and
A group of nurses sat in a meeting as the market came to a close. A young
Juiced Drink Experiments. Guests may also take copies of the recipes home
boy in the neighborhood frequents Gabriel’s Place and is often underfoot in
with them to try.
the kitchen. He slipped in and out of the kitchen and adjacent eating area like
Volunteer Harriet Matthey says when people eat and relax together, something magical happens. When there is no food at home, and emotions run high, a whirling dervish, carrot cupcakes in hand. When I found some crayons and
paper, I took them to him thinking he’d enjoy something to do. I found him
kids often find themselves relegated to the front stoop, she says. She takes
heart that they can make their way to Gabriel’s Place. What is happening here quietly standing between the seated nurses, his elbows on the table, head restgives Harriet a sense of optimism and hope, a feeling that something is right in ing in his hands. I motioned him to come over to me and he did. “Would you
like to draw?” I whispered. “No,” he said, “I’m in a meeting.”
the world.
That is the magic of Gabriel’s Place: a community where everyone belongs.
Jamie Unkle, another volunteer with a dietetic tech degree, enjoys helping to
teach and model proper food preparation techniques. She had come to a pizza
Gabriel’s Place welcomes cooking and gardening volunteers. For more information
event while she was a student, and still makes time now along with her job to
or a tour, call 513.221.2306.
come to Gabriel’s Place.
Nursing students from the University of Cincinnati come regularly here to
Editor’s note: This article was reprinted with permission from The Garden as
Gabriel’s Place to fulfill a school requirement in community service. With no
Muse, a blog by Peggy St. Clair. Contact her at pgstclair@fuse.net.
grocery store in the area, student Amy Wetzel feels that this work is a huge
By Peggy St. Clair
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Partners-in-Ministry-in-Liberia to hold
international luncheon and celebration
By The Rev. Abby Flemister
Partners-in-Ministry-in-Liberia (PIMIL) will hold
its fifth annual International Luncheon Fundraiser
on Saturday, June 28 at St. John’s, Worthington,
from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. The menu for the luncheon
is comprised of palatable and delicious American
and Liberian cuisines.
PIMIL sponsors donate $11,000 annually toward
scholarship assistance in Liberia for children of
indigent families to attend school. The donations are
highly appreciated, but the annual amount needed
from all sources is $16,000. PIMIL must raise $5,000
to augment the sponsors’ generous donations.
The theme of the event is Sharing God’s Love,
One Student at a Time, based on Mt. 19:13.
The event will feature an inspirational speaker,
silent auction, vendors, reproduction paintings of
Liberian artist Lawson Sworh, a heritage dress
parade and children’s activities. Dr. Elizabeth
Barker, international family nurse practitioner and
professor of nursing at the Ohio State University,
will be the speaker. Barker, who is also a parishioner at St. Patrick’s, Dublin, was one of a fivemember delegation from the Diocese of Southern
Ohio to travel to Liberia in 2011 to discern establishing a companion relationship. A special guest at
the celebration is Liberian priest Edgar Freeman,
currently residing in the Diocese of Western
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Massachusetts. Freeman, whose family has been
beneficiaries of PIMIL, will be the guest preacher
at St. Matthew’s, Westerville, on June 29 at the
conclusion of the celebration.
Several members of sponsoring congregations of
PIMIL are collaborating in supporting the event.
The clerical patrons of the celebration are the Rev.
Dr. Joseph G. Kovitch, Priest-in-Charge of St.
Matthew’s, and the Rev. Philip A. College, Rector
of St. John’s, Worthington. Sonja Bronson of St.
Matthew’s is the event coordinator, with Muriel
Cline of St. John’s, Worthington, as co-coordinator.
This yearly event gives the governing body of
PIMIL the opportunity to do the following:
• Express appreciation to the sponsors in the
diocese for their financial contribution toward the
education of the students in Liberia
• Augment, by self-help efforts, the means to
provide funds for the scholarship assistance program of PIMIL
• Share the Liberian experience with sponsors and
the community through education and cultural activities
• Demonstrate collaboration between supporting
congregations
• Enhance fellowship and fun
• Encourage new sponsors of PIMIL
The humanitarian efforts of scholarship assistance to indigent families in Liberia is the result of

Jane and Bruce Ergood from Athens, and Church of the
Epiphany in Nelsonville, have been training primary care health
workers in mountainous villages in Honduras for the past nine
years. Called “Guardionas de Solud”, they spend a week in training
and attend quarterly continuing education meetings throughout
the year. Most are, or have been, members of mission, Episcopal
congregations in their home villages. They are all volunteers.
Realizing that the guardionas had expenses but few had extra
money, the Ergoods started an egg program, building hen houses
and supplying “bread chickens” but that didn’t work out – too
much money for feed. They then helped build pigpens so they
could provide the meat for traditional pork tamales at Christmas.
Driving down dirt roads, the Ergoods are often hailed with “ola,
gallines episcopales”, or “cerdes episcopales.” They visit villages
where the guardionas live, often a very difficult drive, even in a
four-wheel drive pick-up. One worker, Karle en Pataste, once told

the effect of a fourteen year Civil War (1989-2004)
in the country; the poor, already at the end of
the socio-economic level suffered the most. These
efforts are also our response to Jesus’ call to us:
Love one another as He loved us (Jn 13:34-35).
For the academic year 2013/2014, PIMIL has 37
sponsors sponsoring 80 students from kindergarten
through twelfth grade. Established at St. Matthew’s
in 2005, PIMIL is supported by individuals, organizations, families and congregations in the diocese and
beyond. Scholarship assistance is allocated to the
students irrespective of creed, socio-economic status
and ethnicity. In 2012, for example, PIMIL graduated the first degreed female Muslim nursing student
from Cuttington University.
The donations serve three purposes: 1. Allow the
students to continue their education without interruption 2. Offer the students the opportunity to
acquire basic education upon which to build their
future educational goals. 3. Contribute to the fulfilling
of the eight Millennium Development Goals.
Tickets for the luncheon event are now available
and can be pre-purchased at St. Matthew’s by calling 614.882.2706 or are also available at the door;
Adults $15, children $5.
The Rev. Abby Flemister serves as PIMIL Director.
Contact her at 614.891.2960 or aflemister@insight.
rr.com.

them that they were the only people who had driven the “road” to
her village in four years.
Attending at least four services each week, Jane assists the Rev.
Dageberto Chacon by offering the cup at Eucharist, while Bruce
plays music on his clarinet. At times, the guardionas stop by to
visit, or to share a concern.
The Ergoods are thankful for many donors in several churches
in the diocese for their continued spiritual and financial support,
and thank God for guardionas in this world.
Jane Ergood is a trained public health nurse (MN) and a clinical
psychologist (Ph.D). Bruce is a graduate of Yale Divinity School
(MDE), and a sociologist (Ph.D.). Both have extensive experience in Latin America. They may be reached at:
Honduras Health
6363 Radford Rd
Athens, OH 45701
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PROCTER
WHO’S VISITING
PROCTER CENTER?
Diocesan-affiliated commissions/groups holding
meetings and events at Procter Center this Spring:
• Genesis
• Safe Church training
• Worship Leader training
• Commission on Congregational Life
• Fresh Start
• Residency program
• National and World Mission Commission
• Clergy Renewal of Vows
• St. Patrick’s EfM retreat
• Formation for Common Ministry
• Professional Development Committee
• Commission on Ministry
• St. Matthew’s Vestry
• Daughters of the King
• School for Diaconal Formation
• Anti-Racism training
• Episcopal Community Services Foundation board
• Deacons retreat
• Columbus Episcopal Youth retreat
• St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
• Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna annual luncheon
• Camp Staff training
• Summer Camp
NON-DIOCESAN AFFILIATED GROUPS
• Overcomers Church
• Presbytery of Scioto Valley
• Shalem Center
• Bethel Mennonite Church Youth Group
• CCCU of Sedalia ECL

Dates are filling up! Schedule your next meeting or event at Procter Center by contacting
Robin Kimbler, guest services manager, at
800.582.1712 or rkimbler@diosohio.org

PROCTER FARM CSA 2014

What is a CSA? Over the last 20 years,
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) has
become a popular way for consumers to buy local,
seasonal produce directly from a farm - in this case
your very own Procter Center!
Here’s how it works: Interested consumers purchase a share at the beginning of the growing season and in return receive a box of seasonal produce
each week beginning in early June and continuing
for 20 weeks. What you receive in your share and
other helpful information is sent out in a weekly
e-mail so you always know what to expect!

PICK UP SCHEDULE:

Tuesdays 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. (NEW!)
Pearl Market, located in the alleyways between
Broad, High, Gay and Third Streets in downtown
Columbus
Tuesdays 12 p.m.-no end time *
Procter Center Root Cellar 11235 SR 38, London,
OH 43140
Saturdays 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
North Market, 59 Spruce Street, Columbus, OH
43215
Sundays 9 a.m.-no end time *
Church of the Redeemer, 2944 Erie Avenue,
Cincinnati, OH 45208. 513.321.6700

SHARE COSTS:

$250 for 1 share – typically feeds 2 people
Have more than 2 people in your household? No worries, you can sign up for as many shares as you need!

CONTACT US:

For more information and details on how to sign
up for your Procter Center 2014 CSA share go to:
www.procter.diosohio.org and click on the “Join
CSA” tab in the drop down Farm menu.
Have additional questions? Contact the farmer
Rebekah Zimmerer at procterfarm@diosohio.org or
207.776.4388.
* no end time provided. Contact the site to see
what times they would like you to pick up your share.

CALENDAR

resources
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MAY
1-3		Commission on Ministry					Procter Center
3		Columbus Area Confirmations				St. Patrick’s, Dublin			11 a.m.
8		Fresh Start							Procter Center				9:30 a.m.
8		Residency Program						Procter Center				9:30 a.m.
8-11		
School for Diaconal Formation				
Procter Center
10		Anti-Racism Training						Procter Center				9 a.m.
10		
Safe Church comprehensive training				
Christ Church, Springfield		
9 a.m.
10		Safe Church comprehensive training				Procter Center				9 a.m.
10		
Episcopal Community Services Foundation board		
Procter Center				
10 a.m.
10		Cincinnati Area Confirmations					St. Thomas, Terrace Park		11 a.m.
14		Commission on Congregational Life				Procter Center				9 a.m.
15		
Advisory Commission on Compensation and Resources
Diocesan House			
1:30 p.m.
17 		
Safe Church comprehensive training 			
St. Thomas, Terrace Park 		
9 a.m.
17		
EfM and School for Diaconal Formation Graduation		
Christ Chapel, Procter Center		
11 a.m.
17		
Commissioning of Camp Counselors and staff		
Christ Chapel, Procter Center		
11 a.m.
17		Dayton Area Confirmations					Christ Church, Dayton			3 p.m.
18 		
Procter Summer Camp Sunday
21		
Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna inductions		
Procter Center				
11 a.m.
26		
Memorial Day (Diocesan House closed)
30 		
Connections deadline
31		East Area Confirmations					St. James, Zanesville			11 a.m.
JUNE
6		Latino Ministry Commission					Diocesan House			5:30 p.m.
6-8		Family Camp 1							Procter Center
7		Ordination of Deacons						Christ Church Cathedral		11 a.m.
9-10		
Executive staff retreat
10-14
Boys and Girls Camp						Procter Center
11 		
Commission on Congregational Life 			
Procter Center 			
9 a.m.
14		
Safe Church comprehensive training				
All Saints, New Albany			
9 a.m.
14		
Episcopal Appalachian Ministry committee			
St. Paul’s, Chillicothe			
10 a.m.
14		Ordination of Priests						Christ Church Cathedral		11 a.m.
16 		
Trustees of the Diocese 					
Diocesan House 			
10 a.m.
16-21
Intermediate Camp						Procter Center
19		
Advisory Commission on Compensation and Resources
Diocesan House			
1:30 p.m.
21		
Safe Church comprehensive training				
Christ Church, Glendale		
9 a.m.
21		Diocesan Council						Procter Center				10 a.m.
23-28
Confirmation Camp						Procter Center
28		
Holy Eucharist with Rite of Confirmation			
Christ Chapel, Procter Center		
10 a.m.
JULY
2-5		Family Camp 2							Procter Center
4		
Independence Day (Diocesan House closed)
7-12		Creative Arts Camp						Procter Center
9-13		Episcopal Youth Event						Philadelphia, PA
14-19
Senior High Camp						Procter Center
21-26
Junior High Camp						Procter Center
30-Aug 2
Family Camp 3							
Procter Center
30		
Connections deadline
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resources
Procter Summer
Camp Sunday

Across the diocese, Sunday, May 18, 2014 will be recognized as Procter
Summer Camp Sunday! All are encouraged to wear their camp tie-dye
shirts, ask someone to witness about what camp means to them, sing
camp songs at worship and donate the loose offerings from that Sunday
to the Procter Camp Scholarship Fund.
Procter Summer Camp is dedicated to making camp available for all to
come and experience what our community has to offer. Procter Summer
Camp granted over $27,000 in scholarship assistance last summer.
Thanks to all who have contributed in the past, and thanks to those who
plan to contribute. Let’s all help send a camper to camp!

A note from the finance office
As a reminder, parish audits are due to the diocesan finance office by
September 2, 2014. Copies of the documents needed to complete the audit
are on the diocesan website under Finance – audit. Notification of the
annual audit will be made in Connections and in several E-connections
leading up to the September 2 due date. Individual mailed letters to the
congregations were discontinued several years ago.
It is very important that each church submit financial statements (balance sheet and statement of activity) along with the audit letter. If you
have questions, please contact chief financial officer David Robinson at
DRobinson@Diosohio.org or 800.582.1712.

EPISCOPAL VISITATIONS
MAY
3
4
10
11
17
18
31
JUNE
1
8
15
22
29

Columbus area confirmations, 11 a.m. at St. Patrick’s, Dublin
St. Stephen’s, Columbus
Cincinnati area confirmations, 11 a.m. at St. Thomas,
Terrace Park
Indian Hill Church
Dayton area confirmations, 3 p.m. at Christ Church, Dayton
Church of St. Edward’s, Whitehall
East area confirmations, 11 a.m. at St. James, Zanesville
St. Peter’s, Delaware
St. John’s, Worthington
St. James, Piqua
Grace Church, Pomeroy
St. Mary’s, Waynesville

Go to
dsoConnections.org
for more!
At dsoConnections.org, you’ll find links to videos, extra
content and resources you just can’t get in the print version. Connect with Connections contributors and with
each other. Start a conversation!

CONGREGATIONS AND
CLERGY IN TRANSITION
Beginning process:
All Saints, New Albany
St James, Piqua
Holy Trinity, Oxford
Community of the
Transfiguration (chaplain)

Clergy Transitions:

Interim rector called
Christ Church, Glendale

The Rev. Robert Hufford is
retiring in June 2014 as
chaplain for the Community of
the Transfiguration.

Developing profile:
St Anne, West Chester
Good Shepherd, Athens
Receiving Names:
St Andrew’s, Dayton
St. Philip’s, Columbus
St. Philip’s, Circleville
No longer receiving names:
St Barnabas, Montgomery

The Rev. John Keydel has been
called as interim rector of Christ
Church, Glendale, beginning
July 1.

The Rev. Karen Burnard is
retiring in August 2014 as rector
of Holy Trinity, Oxford.
The Rev. Rick McCrackenBennett is retiring in August
2014 as rector of All Saints,
New Albany.

