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RELATIONSHIPS

Easter challenge: Being
faithful in the presence of evil
I am always grateful that
Easter lasts so long: we need
all fifty days to work through
the promise and the challenge of Jesus’ resurrection.
One of the challenges is how
to square the joy of Easter
with the persistence of evil
THE RT. REV.
THOMAS E.
in the world. We all awoke on
BREIDENTHAL Maundy Thursday to news of
the massacre of students at
a college in Kenya. I’m sure
many preachers felt the need to mention
that event in their Easter sermons, lest our
alleluias should ring hollow.
For some, evil actions and evil systems
speak against the Easter gospel. If Jesus
is victorious over sin and death, then
why does the world remain such a dangerous place? But let’s turn the question
around. How does the reality of terrorism
and exploitation help us understand what
Jesus’ victory is really about? We might
say, first of all, that the risen Lord brings
us face to face with truth, and that truth is
the love that lies at the heart of all things.
Because God is love, evil cannot win.
Still, we might wish for more than this
assurance. Why doesn’t God just do away
with evil once and for all? The Bible and
Christian tradition do, in fact, point to a
final division of light from dark and truth
from lies. They also warn us not to be too
eager for that last day to come! In his parable about the wheat and the weeds, Jesus
himself reminds his disciples that what is
good and bad cannot be definitively separated (or in some cases even distinguished)

until they have grown to full maturity.
Certainly, in our own hearts, as in our own
communities, there is a mixture of good and
bad that requires patience and time to get
sorted out, and much that is sinful can be
transformed through repentance and forgiveness. Viewed this way, following Jesus
means walking bravely into resurrection
light, and allowing God’s judgment and love
to make us fit for eternal life.
Still, this may not speak sufficiently to
the original question about evil. We generally reserve the word evil for wrongs so
enormous that they seem to be beyond the
reach of love or punishment. The massacre
in Kenya is one such wrong, and we can all
think of many others in the world today.
We feel helpless before them, because they
reveal whole systems of malice and blindness that defy effective response. We want
to destroy them or reform them, but we
don’t know how.
In the face of this frustration it is important to remember the environment into
which Christianity was born. The earliest Christians were well-acquainted with
systemic evil: they lived in the midst of an
empire which, for all its lip service to the
rule of law, was as ruthless in its imposition of uniformity and its consolidation
of power as any in the history of humankind. It did not occur to them that they
could “fix” the empire, still less overcome
it. In fact, they strove to live quietly and
obediently under its rule. But they were
convinced that by being a reconciled and
reconciling community they were living
out the power of Jesus’ resurrection, and

they believed that if they were true to that
spiritual work, that community would eventually outlive the empire. Even when the
empire recognized the depth of this subversion and unleashed all its cruelty against
it, our spiritual forebears didn’t lose heart.
They knew their witness to love was stronger in the long run.
I take two things from this. First, when
the church is up against forces it cannot
control or redirect, it is time to recall our
fundamental work, which is to be a community that practices and models mutual
forgiveness and compassion for the world.
This is easier said than done, because it
requires signing on to spiritual practices
that require discipline and are often not
immediately gratifying (for instance, regular attendance at worship, serious study of
Scripture, conversation with one another
about our faith, constantly opening ourselves to the stranger, persistent commitment to partnership with all people of good
will). But this work, which is at once how
we carry out God’s mission and are formed
for it, is how we claim Easter and grow
secure in its truth.
Second, we may need to remember that
the Christian life is not primarily about
being effective. It is about being faithful,
even when we are or feel powerless. It is
the righteousness of Jesus that was vindicated on the first Easter day, and it is his
goodness, not ours, that triumphed over
the forces of darkness. We shouldn’t hesitate to rest in his goodness and feed on his
love. Relief and gratitude will impel us soon
enough to action in his name.
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What do you need?

We need to hear from you
Our goal is to continually improve
Connections. We want it to be a better publication, communications
vehicle and tool for ministry. In that
spirit, we are contemplating the idea
of having each issue feature a specific
theme. We already have one issue
every year that is somewhat dedicated to a theme, the Convention issue.
DAVID
This
year, an issue will also feature
DREISBACH
the upcoming General Convention.
Some ideas we’ve been kicking
around for themes are:
• How to better engage your neighborhood
• How to communicate in a digital age
• How to talk about our faith
• How to use our tradition to minister to Millennials

and Gen Xers
• How to breathe new life into an aging congregation

SHARE YOUR IDEAS

This is just a short list of theme ideas we’ve had. Now
we need your ideas. You’re the ones out there in the
trenches and we want to hear about what your needs
are. We want to know what we could research and write
about that will help you with your ministry. We’ve created an online survey that we’d like you to take. Please
take a minute to go online to the URL below or scan the
QR code to take the survey. Your opinion is immensely
important to us.
David Dreisbach serves as communications director
for the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact him at
ddreisbach@diosohio.org.

Tell us how Connections can better serve you: Go to:
https://diosohio.wufoo.com/forms/connections-survey/
or scan this QR code

Want a new website? (in a day!)
Hopefully by now you’ve seen the new and improved
diocesan website. All of the coding for the site was
designed so that any faith community in the diocese
can use it to build their own site. It’s easy to learn, simple to use and extremely flexible. You can build a site
that doesn’t look like a cookie cutter site but one unique
to your needs.
We’ve set up four training sessions throughout the
diocese to teach you the new platform. For current
Digital Faith users, this training is designed to move
your site to the new platform if you wish. But the
training is not just for Digital Faith users, it is designed
to give anyone who is interested the chance to build a

new, easier to use, fully responsive and mobile-friendly
modern site.
In most cases we will be able to help you get a new
site up and running during the training. If your site is
more complex or larger than most we may not finish it
in a day, but you’ll have a great start on it by the time
you leave. (And you’ll feel confident about what you
have to do to finish it.
Here’s what you will need to bring with you to the
training:
• A list of all of the pages you want on your site.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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CLERGY IN
TRANSITION
The Rev. Edward Payne
concluded his ministry as
Priest-in-Charge at St Francis,
Springboro, April 30. He is
available for clergy supply
throughout the diocese.

REMEMBERING
ERNESTINE
GERHARD

A service to commemorate the life of Ernestine
Banker Gerhard will
be held at St. Thomas,
Terrace Park, on
Saturday, May 2 at 4
p.m. Ernestine was the
widow of the Rev. Robert
Gerhard, long-time rector of St. Thomas. She
died Dec. 15. Donations
can be made in
Ernestine’s name to the
Botanical Garden at the
Cincinnati Zoo.

The Rev. Rose Anne
Lonsway, resident at St
Peter’s, Delaware, has been
elected rector of Grace
Church, Willoughby, Ohio
(Diocese of Ohio). Her last
Sunday at St Peter’s is April 26.

GEOGRAPHY CHAMP

Bethany School is very proud of eighth-grader Michael W. of West Chester,
who qualified to compete in the state level of the National Geographic Bee.
Michael achieved this privilege by winning the Bethany School geography bee,
then taking a test to see if he could advance to the state level. He ended up
being one of the 100 top scorers in the state! Photo by Melinda Boyd.

The Rev. Joanna Leiserson
concludes her ministry as
interim at St Anne’s, West
Chester, on May 10.

REST IN PEACE
OBSERVING GOOD FRIDAY

Members and friends of St. Matthew’s,
Westerville, walked the streets of Uptown
Westerville on Good Friday, stopping at
various points to observe the Stations of
the Cross and offer prayers. Pictured at
left, Lamina Flemister, Maggie LeidheiserStoddard, Paul Scanlan and Fr. Joseph
Kovitch pray in front of Hanby Elementary
School. Photo by Cathy Bagot.

Janet Wiechert, widow of the Rev.
Hillman “Jack” Wiechert, died on April
11 at the age of 92.
The Wiecherts served the congregations of Trinity, London, Epiphany,
Urbana and St. George’s, Dayton,
before leaving the diocese for
Willoughby, Ohio, in the 1970s. The
Wiecherts returned to Southern Ohio
and made their home in Cincinnati
after retirement.

RELATIONSHIPS
News for Episcopal
Church Women
Kathy Mank

ANNUAL DIOCESAN WOMEN’S
CONFERENCE, “SHARING GOD’S BOUNTY”

Save the Date – Sat. Oct. 17, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Procter Center.
Keynote speaker, Katie Moose, author of God’s
Bounty.
Two workshops offered – Multi-Faith Dialogue
and Celtic Spirituality. Registration available
beginning June 1.

LOGO DESIGN CONTEST FOR WOMEN’S
CONFERENCE, “SHARING GOD’S BOUNTY”

The logo contest is open to all ages. This would
be a great project for a Sunday School class. The
winner will receive a $50 Amazon gift card.
Submit original artwork by May 31 (extended)
to Kathy Mank at kathymank@gmail.com or 9559
Kelly Drive, Loveland, OH 45140. Winner notified and announced by June 15 in e-Connections.

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE ACCEPTING
MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Contributions to the Book of Remembrance add
to the Scholarship Fund for women seeking ordination or pursuing graduate study in helping professions. Short-term grants are available through
the fund as well. Contact Amy Baird to contribute
to the Book of Remembrance or for information
about scholarships at amyknits2much@hotmail.
com. Contributions may be mailed to Baird at
2904 Flemming Road, Middletown, OH 45042.

UNITED THANK OFFERING IN-GATHERING

The United Thank Offering In-gatherings are
traditionally held on Sundays closest to Ascension
and All Saints. For 2015, the Spring Ingathering
would be May 17 and the Fall Ingathering would
be Nov. 1.
Contact Milicent Eason, Diocesan UTO
Coordinator at easonmilicent@sbcglobal.net.
In-gatherings collected should be mailed to
Milicent Eason, 2135 Schenley Drive, Columbus,
OH 43219 for proper accounting.
Kathy Mank serves as the president of the Episcopal
Church Women (ECW) in the Diocese of Southern
Ohio. Contact her at kathymank@gmail.com.
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Church Periodical Club: Education, knowledge
and literacy through the printed word
Jane O. Nurse
The Church Periodical Club is an independent organization within the Episcopal
Church that was created in the late 1800s and
is dedicated to promoting worldwide ministry
of literacy through the printed word. The first
materials were sent westward across America
by Welles Fargo stagecoaches in 1888. The
CPC recognizes the need for books for children,
medical books and textbooks for adults and
reference and history books for libraries and
churches, as well as Prayer books and Bibles.
The printed word remains the most powerful
means of communication in the world and the
CPC, through its National Books Fund grants,
provides free religious and secular literature
and related materials worldwide to people who
have no other way to obtain them.
The CPC acquires the funds for this mission primarily through private donations and
donations given in congregations, communities
and seminaries each year on CPC Sunday.

The Presiding Bishop has traditionally set the
first Sunday in May each year as CPC Sunday.
In 2015, this day is Sunday, May 3. We ask
congregations to dedicate the plate offerings at
all services that day to the work of the CPC’s
National Books Fund. Personal checks, payable to each individual’s congregation, should
be marked for “CPC National Books Fund” in
the memo space.
Each congregation should then send one
check for the total funds collected to the CPC
diocesan director to be recorded and sent for
deposit to the NBF. The CPC Director for the
Diocese of Southern Ohio is Jane O. Nurse.
Donations should be mailed to Nurse at 4319
Joan Place, Mariemont, Ohio 45227-3304
If your congregation needs materials for
CPC Sunday such as prayer cards, special litany of CPC, envelopes or an order form, please
contact Nurse at nursejo@cinci.rr.com. We
pray that each faith community in the diocese
will participate in CPC Sunday this year.

NATIVE AMERICAN ROUNDTABLE
The Diocese of Southern Ohio and the Native American Council of Christ Church Cathedral are sponsoring a Native American Roundtable at Procter Center on Sunday, May 3, at 2 p.m. The Roundtable is
open to all who are interested in Native American issues, concerns and opportunities.
Many churches in the diocese have been involved in mission work and supporting Native Americans on
reservations. The Roundtable is being held to promote collaboration and engagement in working for and
with our Native American sisters and brothers throughout the US.
Topics will include sharing past and present Native American initiatives, developing a vision for collaboration, identifying the best possibilities for achieving the vision and planning future meetings.
Check http://diosohio.org/whats-going-on/ for more information or to register. If you have questions,
please email the Rev. Anne Reed, Canon for Mission at areed@diosohio.org.

CAMPUS MINISTRY GRANTS AVAILABLE
Parishes, campus ministries, and extra-parish communities are invited to apply for campus ministry
grants. Grant requests are due on June 15, and grants for the 2015-2016 school year will be rewarded by
Aug. 1. Please use this link to apply for a grant using our online form:
https://diosohio.wufoo.com/forms/r1ysaf131nbqux1/.
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CHILDREN’S FLOWER WORKSHOP
All children ages three and up are invited to join members of the Christ Church Cathedral’s Flower Guild on
Saturday, May 9 from 9 to 11 a.m. for a flower workshop!
Children will learn how to arrange flowers and create their
own arrangement to take home to give to mom (or any
special person) for Mother’s Day. There is no cost to participate and snacks will be provided. Please RSVP to Beth
Mendez at bmendez@cccath.org by May 1.

SEMANA SANTA: HOLY WEEK AT THE
LATINO MINISTRY CENTER
The Latino Ministry Commission continues to expand the
worship services available in Spanish at the Latino Ministry
Center in Forest Park, now offering services monthly.
Additional services were provided during Lent and Holy
Week this year, with the support of the Rev. Paula Jackson,
rector of the Church of Our Saviour/La Iglesia de Nuestro
Salvador, and coordinated by Carlos de Jesus, volunteer
in charge at the Latino Ministry Center. Two services for
Imposition of Ashes were provided on Ash Wednesday. Palm
Sunday was celebrated with both the Liturgy of the Palms
and the Passion reading by members of the congregation. A
Good Friday liturgy and Easter services also were held. As a
more continuous flow of worship opportunities are provided
to the families who use the other LMC services, such as the
Homework Club, the potential for this community builds.
Attention to the various holy occasions of most significance to
the Latino communities has been rewarded by steady attendance by some core families in the Forest Park area.
~ submitted by Carlos deJesus

HAM LOAF DINNER

Trinity, London, will hold its Spring Ham Loaf Dinner on Tuesday, May 12 from 4 to 7 p.m. The popular semi-annual dinner features a menu of ham loaf, scalloped potatoes or macaroni and cheese, green
beans, applesauce, rolls and assorted desserts. You can dine-in, carry-out or drive-thru for just $9 (ages 12
and over) or $4 for those under 12. Trinity is located on the corner of Fourth and Main Streets in downtown London. Call the church at 740.852.9298 for more information.

CONGREGATIONS
IN TRANSITION
St Anne’s, West Chester,
has elected the Rev. Phyllis
Spiegel as its new rector.
They begin their new ministry together on June 3.
Pre-process preparation
St Paul’s, Greenville
St Francis, Springboro
Interviewing for Interim
St Peter’s, Delaware
Church of the Redeemer,
Hyde Park (Cincinnati)
Seeking a Priest-in-Charge
Church of the Advent,
Walnut Hills (Cincinnati)
Northern Miami Valley
Episcopal Cluster (Our
Saviour, Mechanicsburg and
Epiphany, Urbana)
Interim/Transition
clergy in place
Church of the Advent,
Walnut Hills (The Rev.
Jason Leo)
All Saints, New Albany
(The Rev. Jason Prati)
Christ Church, Glendale
(The Rev. John Keydel)
Holy Trinity, Oxford
(The Rev. Tom Kryder-Reid)
Indian Hill Church
(The Rev. Heather Wiseman)
St Paul’s, Dayton
(The Rev. Greg Sammons)
St Stephen’s, Columbus
(The Rev. Faith Perrizo)

congregations
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TEAM EPISCOPALS: VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL AT ST. JOHN’S,
WORTHINGTON

GENTLE WORSHIP SERVICES
The Rev. Paul St. Germain
Sunday morning church can be challenging for the differently-abled or someone
with a special need. We may have someone in our lives for whom traditional worship has become next to impossble. Perhaps they have a child with autism or a
spouse with Alzheimer’s. Perhaps they are a caregiver or someone who feels called
to embrace with Christ’s love someone who is different.
Gentle Worship is a celebration of the Holy Eucharist at St. Mark’s, Columbus,
for families with individuals who are challenged by special needs and those
who would like to be in support of them. The casual, 30-minute service is held
on the first Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the choir area of the main
Sanctuary. Words are projected on a screen, and the Canterbury Choir (children’s
choir) joins the liturgy for the first portion of the service. Music is softer, and incorporates the beautiful Hymn 482: “Lord of All Hopefulness, Lord of All Joy”. Holy
Communion is brought to people in their seats, and a special blessing is offered for
those who are not able to receive.
For more information about Gentle Worship, visit http://st-marks-columbus.diosohio.org/Worship/gentle-liturgy.html
Paul St. Germain serves as rector of St. Mark’s, Columbus.

Maggie Leidheiser-Stoddard
Summer is almost here, and that means it’s time for children
and adults to come together at St. John’s, Worthington, to learn,
play and grow in faith at Vacation Bible School. This year, the
families of St. John’s are extending a special invitation to kids in
the other Columbus-area parishes to join in the fun as we learn
about our tradition together at “Team EpiscoPALS” VBS.
Vacation Bible School at St. John’s is always a bit unusual and
full of surprises. For starters, our schedule is different
– we meet in the evenings,
and we don’t do VBS all
in one week. This lessens
the pressure on kids, parents and volunteers, and it
makes the fun of VBS last
an entire month. We also
create our own program
each year, exploring fun
new themes that won’t be
found anywhere else.
Team EpiscoPALS VBS
will be held on four consecutive Monday evenings in June (8, 15, 22 and 29) from 6 to 8 p.m.
We’ll begin by sharing a meal together, and then we’ll have our
large group gathering time, where we’ll learn about the things
that make our Episcopal tradition so unique. Over the course of
our four sessions, kids will gain an understanding of their identity
as Episcopal Christians, and they’ll learn why it’s so cool to be an
Episcopalian!
After large group time each evening, we’ll divide up into
smaller groups according to age and experience different activities
that connect to the evening’s theme through art, science, games,
drama, crafts and more! Each session will end with a time of joyous singing and dancing and a closing prayer.
Team EpiscoPALS is open to preschoolers through rising fifth
graders, and youth (sixth grade and up) are encouraged to volunteer. You do not have to be a member of St. John’s to attend VBS
– all are welcome! There is no fee for registration, but there is a
suggested donation of $5 per night to help cover the cost of food
and supplies. Donation baskets will be available each evening at
VBS.
Register your child(ren) online at www.StJohnsWorthington.
org/vbs-sign-up/. If you have questions, please email Maggie
Leidheiser-Stoddard, Coordinator of Children’s & Youth
Ministries (MaggieLS@StJohnsWorthington.org). All who register
will receive an email with important details sometime during the
last week of May.
We hope to see your family at Team EpiscoPALS in June!

8

congregations

Serving healthy foods at church
The Rev. Lee Anne Reat
Food, glorious food! Our lives, including our
liturgical lives, revolve around food. We gather
each Sunday around the altar to eat and drink the
bread and wine of Eucharist. We gather after worship for more food and fellowship. Almost every
gathering of the faithful includes food, from coffeehours to potlucks, baptisms to funerals. In Food
and Faith: A Theology of Eating, Norman Wirzba
says, “When we invite other people to join us
around a table we demonstrate that our life is first
and foremost a shared life, a life that is possible
and can only be made complete, when all the members of creation are whole and received and given
again as precious gifts of God.” (p. 233)
At St. John’s, Columbus, we serve lunch to anywhere from 50 to 150 people on Sunday afternoon
following our Eucharistic meal at Street Church.
And we join the community for another meal on
Wednesday evenings at His Place, where St. John’s
partners with groups from other churches and
organizations to offer food to those who may not
otherwise be fed.
Food is our way of celebrating our lives together.
Our culture teaches us that if we love someone,
feed him/her; if we really love someone, give him/
her something sweet to eat. But the food we give
to others may just be killing them. Rates of obesity, diabetes and heart disease continue to rise in
our fast-paced, fast food world. The effects of poor
nutrition are most devastating in low-income communities.
St. John’s has worked closely with Franklinton
Gardens for several years to promote local access to
fresh fruits and vegetables in the food desert surrounding the church. And congregations serving
at His Place and Street Church have cooperated in
serving healthier meals to our guests, cutting back
on pasta, sweets and breads. Last year St. John’s
Mission Council, in partnership with the Columbus
Health Department, took a dramatic step forward
by adopting a Healthy Foods Policy.
Beginning with the conviction that as beloved
children of God and created in God’s image, part
of our stewardship of creation is to take care of
our bodies. As Christians, we believe that serving
healthy foods to others is a way to demonstrate

ST. JOHN’S HEALTHY FOOD POLICY

To support the health and wellness of our congregation and our neighborhood residents, St. John’s Episcopal
Church will include ongoing opportunities for physical activity at community events and congregation functions;
such as active play (running, dancing, sports games, hula hooping) and/or exercise; such as gardening or walking.
Foods purchased, prepared and/or served by St. John’s Episcopal Church will provide a meaningful contribution
to a healthful diet. St. John’s Episcopal Church will make a strong effort to offer healthy food items when any meal
is served, including a vegetable, a fruit and a whole grain. Fried foods, including reheated pre-fried foods, will not
be served. Foods containing refined sugar will be kept to a minimum.
Water will be made freely available and encouraged when beverages are offered. A water dispenser will also be
made available for all special events when beverages are served.
The following guidelines will support healthy food and beverage choices for St. John’s Episcopal Church functions
and events when food is purchased, prepared, and/or served:
•No fried foods will be served
•Foods containing refined sugar will be kept to a minimum (cookies, donuts, brownies, etc.)
•Only water, coffee/tea, 100% fruit juice, and/or skim/1% milk will be served
•At least one type of fresh fruit and vegetable will be served at each event
•100% whole grains will be used whenever possible
•No sugar sweetened beverages such as lemonade, sodas or sports drinks will be served.
love of our neighbors. And we recognize that the
choices individuals make are shaped by the choices
they have in their daily environment. In other
words, by choosing to serve healthier foods, we
encourage healthier lifestyles.
The transition has been difficult. Cultural habits
and financial realities have created challenges. Fruits
and vegetables are more costly than processed foods.
And we’ve heard lots of comments: “But we’ve always
brought cookies as snacks for children.” “Everyone
loves my gooey lemon bars.” “People won’t eat vegetables and whole grains, and they love mashed potatoes.” “I can’t think of anything that’s not sweet or
salty to bring to coffee hour.”
But we’ve also heard the other side. At His
Place, “We ran out of broccoli. Next time we’ll
have to bring more.” At Street Church, “Thanks
for the hard boiled eggs and tangerines. I can save
them for later.” At coffee hour, “I’d like the recipe
for those kale chips.” At a potluck dinner, “That
chicken salad made with yogurt, grapes, and nuts
was delicious!”

HELP US DEVELOP A NEW COOKBOOK!

The effort has been so successful that we want to
share the idea with other congregations. We invite
the whole diocese to contribute to a new cookbook
that will feature alternatives to the cakes, cookies

and casseroles of more traditional cookbooks. We’re
calling it Not Your Mother’s Church Cookbook.
We will also include tips on healthy eating and
healthy lifestyles, as well as scriptural references
to the food/faith connection. Proceeds from the sale
of the cookbook will go toward the support of St.
John’s work in the Franklinton neighborhood of
Columbus.
Please send your recipes to St. John’s, 1003 W.
Town St., Columbus, OH 43222. Be sure to include
your name, email address, and phone number, as well
as the source of the recipe if it is not an original.
Lee Anne Reat serves as vicar of St. John’s, Columbus.
Contact her at revreat@aol.com.
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GOD’S CALL, OUR RESPONSE: WHAT CHURCH
DOES GOD’S MISSION NOW REQUIRE?

For four days in
a gift; it’s up to me to do someFebruary, 70 laity
thing with it.
and clergy from a
significant portion
Comments engendered durof the Anglican
ing the discussion of “Offering
Communion* gathourselves in liberating service
ered in Texas for
to the reign of God”
an International
•The church is a reformed and
Symposium
reforming church.
THE REV.
on Ministry
•Christians in the New
CANON
Development
and
Testament are actively seekANNE REED
considered this quesing engagement – Jesus did in
tion: What church
Samaria. He expects disciples to
does God’s mission now require?
do the same.
Each day we used a portion of the story
•When we breathe in and
of the Samaritan woman at the well (John
out we say the word YHWH
4:1-42) for our Bible study, and then met
[Hebrew: God]. All the world is
in reflection groups for a conversation
keeping in harmony with that.
focused on mission. One of the chal•What keeps the ministry of the
Tom Ferguson, Faith Perizzo and Anne Reed all attended the Symposium on
lenges we all encounter after attending
church breathing? Where does
Ministry Development.
such gatherings is the desire and need to
the energy come from?
Mission of God, Missio Dei: What is God already
share the wisdom we gleaned from the
doing around us and among us?”
experience. At this conference the wisdom was
In conclusion, through the experience of others we
sometimes asked as a question, at other times there •What is the ministry model that can work for this
received affirmation for the mission and ministry
congregation at this point in time?
were clear reflective statements on ministry today.
we are engaging in the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
•Missional ministry happens two by two – travel in
Shared below are a few of the wise statements and
We are not ‘in this’ alone; discipleship, flexibility,
twos.
questions that were put forth during the sympopartnerships, and courage are the necessary ele•Ongoing discernment opportunities are for life.
sium**.
ments for responding to the Missio Dei.
Keeping the missional edge in front of us is important.
Reflections on John 4:1-42
*Those in attendance were bishops, priest, deacons,
•What do we have to learn from the diversity we
•Jesus is vulnerable – he asks for water; he doesn’t
and laity from the Church of England; the Anglican
experience? We have a vast field of learning.
have everything he needs, but together we have
Church of Canada; the Anglican Church of Australia;
what we need.
the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand
In the response to the identification of mission
•Definition of ministry development: We are to call
and Polynesia; The Episcopal Church; The Scottish
as “Proclaiming Jesus Christ as God’s gift to and/ Episcopal Church
the church to authentic engagement as baptized
or for the world,” the following were among the
people – build capacity to know ourselves and
reflections offered.
know others; all are beloved children of God.
**If you would like to receive a full copy of notes
•Ministry development is connecting with and
•Our work together is less about supporting the
from the symposium, please contact Canon Reed.
empowering the spark in someone else who is
institution and more about creating encounters.
called to be an active participatory member of the
The truth of who I am encountering, the truth of
Anne Reed serves as Canon for
body of Christ.
who you are – the institution supports encounter
Mission for the Diocese of
•We are called to be authentic and prophetic discreation.
Southern Ohio. Contact her at
ciples of Jesus. Do not be afraid.
•The woman at the well was so excited she left her
areed@diosohio.org.
•We are blessed by God to explode into society
water jar; fishermen left their boats. What do I need
with God’s love. We make the Eucharist and the
to leave behind in order to evangelize?
Eucharist makes us.
Remarks made in response to the question, “The •Let my baptism do something with me. Baptism is

MISSION
CORNER
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public policy
Voting: A right and responsibility of citizenship
The Rev. Deniray Mueller
With the May 5 primary election we begin again
a new election cycle for state, and eventually
national legislatures and officials. The “right to
vote” or “one person, one vote” concept is a founding
principle of our nation – a system of government
called democracy which our country originated and
which has been fought and struggled for and emulated by many nations of the world. The idea that if
each person is allowed to vote his or her own mind
and self-interest, that common good for all will
prevail lies at the heart of a functioning democracy;
but if it is to work, every citizen must vote.

A BRIEF HISTORY

Voting rights were admittedly not equal and
available to all when the United States was
founded; at first, only white men who owned property could vote. Through great struggle (including imprisonment and death) women won the
vote in 1918. We are more familiar with the long
and bitter struggle for voting rights waged by
African-Americans, and finally realized with the
Voting Rights Act of 1965, just fifty years ago.
Unfortunately, enabled by the Supreme Court ruling of 2013 dismantling much of the Voting Rights
Act, we now see many states, including Ohio, creating rules and barriers to voting rights of their
citizens.
In 2014, the state of Ohio passed a law requiring
voters to have a driver’s license, military, state or
federally-issued ID. House Bill 269 was signed by
the governor, but later rescinded to allow voters
(especially people of color, low-income, elderly and
disabled) to present a utility bill or bank statement
as identification. Still, such citizens can only cast
“provisional” ballots. Ohio has a long history of not
counting absentee or provisional ballots.

Currently, Senate Bill 63, a part of the 2016
Biennial Budget Transportation Bill, would require
the Secretary of State to develop an online voter
registration system. The system would require a
state driver’s license or state ID, once again likely
restricting people of color, low income or the elderly
and disabled from registering to vote. [NOTE: the
state of Oregon recently implemented a system
that automatically registers every citizen to vote
when they obtain or renew their driver’s license.]
The 2016 Biennial Budget Transportation Bill
includes an amendment which, if passed, will
greatly restrict out-of-state students at Ohio’s colleges and universities from voting. It would require
them to register their cars in Ohio and obtain an
Ohio driver’s license within 30 days of arrival in
order to vote locally using their campus address.
This would cost each student approximately $75. If
they failed to do so, their out-of-state licenses would
become invalid and they would face misdemeanor
charges. Clearly, this is another attempt to require
a ‘poll tax’ (a fee to vote), which is specifically outlawed in the 1965 Voting Rights Act.

OHIO’S VOTING RECORD

In 2012, over 7,715,000 Ohioans were eligible to
vote; of those, only 6,866,000 (or 89%) were actually
registered to vote. Of those registered, only 16.7%
(1,146,000) voted in the state primary, and only
36.2% (2,485,500) voted in the national election.
In reality then, the congressional representatives
of Ohio were elected by only slightly over 32% of
the citizens of Ohio. Sadly, many Americans have
become cynical and distrustful of government and
decry the dysfunction, rancor and budgetary priorities and waste of our current legislators, both federal and state. Perhaps it is no wonder – since only
about 3 in 10 eligible voters in Ohio participated in
their selection – and only about 54% of eligible voters nationally!

The U.S. Census Bureau asked registered nonvoters to state why they didn’t vote. The responses
were:
13% said they did not vote for lack of interest
13% did not like the candidates or issues
Many reported illness or disability (15%), especially among older registered nonvoters.
Of the 42% remaining, many had logistical problems with the voting process.
When there is a vacuum of citizenship, special
interests take over. When ‘one dollar equals one
vote’ rather than ‘one person, one vote’ – a situation brought again by the current Supreme Court’s
Citizens United ruling in 2013 – the good for the
majority succumbs to the wishes of the few.
The only antidote to our current governmental
problem is to return to one of the founding principles of our democracy – an informed and participating electorate. As Episcopalians, we have inherited
a tradition of active citizenship and governmental
leadership; indeed, many of the ‘founding fathers’
were Anglicans! We in the Diocese of Southern
Ohio can and must assume leadership again in our
state and nation by voting ourselves, by encouraging others to do so and by resisting laws and policies that discourage and inhibit the voting rights of
all.
We may never agree politically, but we can all
be citizens of this great nation. We may not always
like the election choices we have, but we cannot let
the ‘perfect’ choice become the enemy of the ‘better’
choice. If you have not registered to vote, do it now!
As a Christian and a citizen and an Episcopalian, it
is your right and responsibility to vote.
Deniray Mueller serves as the legislative liaison for
the Diocese of Southern Ohio and the convener of the
Social Justice Network and Public Policy Commission.
Contact her at deniray@deniray.com.
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‘HERE I AM. SEND ME.’
Mission conference Sept . 26
The Rev. Mooydeen Frees
Is your congregation interested in establishing
a domestic or foreign mission program? Do you
feel called to serve in mission or create mission
opportunities, but don’t know how to go about it?
Is interest in your congregation’s current mission
efforts declining? Are you part of an active mission
program and willing to share your knowledge with
others who want to develop a program?
If you answered yes to any of these questions,
make sure to save Saturday, Sept. 26 on your calendar! “Here I am. Send me” is a mission conference sponsored by the National and World Mission
Commission, with support from the Faith and Life
Commission and the Global Episcopal Mission
Network. On that day, experienced mission representatives from GEMN will be at the Procter
Center from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to assist and encourage those who are hearing the call: “Here I am.
Send me.”
We will explore the theological basis for mission
as well as acquire practical knowledge and skills
for generating excitement about mission and establishing sound mission practices. Participants will
also learn to differentiate between mission and outreach. This is a wonderful opportunity to network
with others who have a heart for mission, from
both within the diocese and nationally.
Gini Peterson from the Diocese of Atlanta, facilitator for the GEMN Mission Formation Program;
her husband, Reid; and Tim Skimina from the
Diocese of Northern Indiana will be our trainers.
Their combined experience represents years of mission involvement locally and around the globe.
“If you are ready to say ‘Here I am, send me,’ and
are looking for an educational opportunity to affirm
your skills and empower your ministry, the GEMN
Mission Formation program is the opportunity you
have been seeking,” says the Rev. Canon Lura M.
Kaval, Canon of Development for the Diocese of
Honduras.
Jeff Cornforth, short-term missionary to Bolivia

from the Diocese of Iowa adds, “I joined the
Mission Formation program at the 2013 GEMN
Conference in Bogota to make connections with
people already involved in mission. What I got was
a family of like-minded individuals who taught me
the important ‘ins and outs’ of mission work. The
mission formation class gave me ideas that hadn’t
occurred to me in the preparation phase of our mission.”

Keep watching Connections and e-Connections
for further details and registration information!
Mooydeen Frees is a retired deacon and serves as a
board member and treasurer for the Global Episcopal
Mission Network. Contact her at mfrees1234@gmail.
com
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Partners-In-Ministry-In-Liberia (PIMIL)
celebrates tenth anniversary at July 11 event
food! Tickets are $15 for adults,
children and youth are $5 each. The
theme is Feeding the Mind, Body and
When PIMIL ‘rolls out the mat’ of
Soul (John 21:15).
hospitality on July 11, attendees at our
The annual event offers numerous
sixth annual fundraising event will be
opportunities to everyone, includtreated to an array of stimulating activiing sharing in an intercultural and
ties that will be satisfying and fulfilling!
educational experience of Liberia
The event will be held at St. John’s,
and the US; demonstrating interWorthington, from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m.
congregational collaboration in proThe annual event is a fundraiser and
moting a project of common concern
silent auction for scholarship assistance
and interest; renewing old friendships
toward the support of indigent famiand making new friends; renewing
lies. Liberia is still recovering from a
sponsorships and encouraging new
long Civil War (1989-2003). The 2015
sponsorships; and, finally enhancing
fundraising will augment the generfellowship and having fun! The event
ous donations of sponsors, as well as
is held under the sponsorships of the
extend support to some of the over 2,000
Priest-in-Charge of St. Matthew’s,
Ebola orphans. Our goal for the event is
the Rev. Dr. Joseph G. Kovitch and
$7,000, to supplement the total donation
the Rev. Philip A. College rector of St.
of sponsors of $11,000. PIMIL’s yearly
John’s, Worthington.
need of $18,000 will likely increase to
If you would like to contribute to
nearly $20,000 to accommodate Ebola
the success of the event, help is needorphans.
ed in the following ways:
Activities will include an overview of
•Commit the event to prayer
PIMIL’s achievements, such as a visual
•Send congratulations greetings to
review of 2012 PIMIL-sponsored nursPIMIL
ing school graduate, Maima Konneh
•Purchase an advertisement for
from Cuttington University. Konneh
the program book
has been on the front lines, serving with
•Donate an item for the silent aucthe Chinese Ebola health providers in
tion
the Chinese Health Unit in Monrovia.
•Make a donation to the event
We will also hear challenging and
•Invite family and friends to attend
empathetic Ebola stories from some of
•Commit to the sponsoring of an
our students. While perhaps it might
orphan. See the website for informabe a miracle that our PIMIL-sponsored
tion: www.pimil.org
students, their parents and guardians
Nurse Maima Konneh works treating Ebola patients at the Chinese Health Unit
thankfully did not experience fatality from in Monrovia. Konneh was sponsored by PIMIL through her studies at Cuttington Event contacts: Vicky Turner at
the virus, the same cannot be said of their University. Supporters can catch up with Konneh’s work as well as other PIMIL St. John’s (614.846.5180) and Bernice
Gruel at St. Matthew’s, (614.882.2706).
close relatives. (We are gratified to report achievements at the fundraising event July 11.
The deadline for submission of items
that on March 5, Liberia released the last
and donations is June 26.
Ebola patient from an Ebola Treatment Unit in Monrovia, the capital. Liberia
PIMIL was officially established at St. Matthew’s in 2005. PIMIL operates
is on the pathway to be declared Ebola free by the World Health Organization
under St. Matthew’s 501c 3. Currently, PIMIL’s sponsors total 41; we need to
(WHO) and the Center for Disease Control (CDC)! We wish the same for the
double that number with the orphans included. We appreciate your prayerful,
neighboring countries of the Republic of Sierra Leone and the Republic of
thoughtful consideration and generous response.
Guinea, soon.)
Other activities at the fundraiser will include an excellent speaker, comAbeoseh (Abby) Flemister is a member of St. Matthew’s, Westerville and serves as
memorative T-shirts, a narrative of the “talking drum” by a professional
PIMIL director. Contact her at aflemister@insight.rr.com.
Liberian drummer and children’s activities. And don’t forget the delicious
The Rev. Abeoseh Flemister

formation

13

Lay Worship
Leader Training
According to the Canons of
the Episcopal Church (Title
III, Canon 4) a Worship
Leader is a confirmed communicant in good standing “who
regularly leads public worship
under the direction of the
member of the clergy or other
leader exercising oversight
THE REV.
CANON LYNN of the congregation or other
community of faith.” Leading
CARTERMorning Prayer as the princiEDMANDS
pal service on a Sunday morning, in the absence of a priest,
is currently the most common exercise of this
ministry in the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Each person wishing to become a Lay
Worship Leader must be recommended by his/
her rector (or, if a congregation has no rector,
by the senior warden) and participate in a twoday training offered by the diocese. Individuals
needing to renew their licenses may choose to
participate in one or both of the two training
days - if only one, please indicate on your registration which of the days you will be present.
This spring, Lay Worship Leader training will be held at the Procter Center on May
2 and 9. Participants should plan to arrive
between 9 and 9:30 a.m. to begin promptly
at 9:30; the day’s work will end about 3 p.m.
Your registration fee of $10 for each part (a
total of $20 if taking both parts) covers the
cost of lunch and materials.
Lay Worship Leader training is led by
Debby Stokes, Marti Rideout and the Rev.
Marjorie Menaul. To register, visit https://
diosohio.wufoo.com/forms/worship-leadertraining-spring-2015/. For further information, contact Menaul at mmenaul@aol.com or
570.441.7311.
Lynn Carter-Edmands serves as Canon for
Formation and Transition Ministry for the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact her at lcarteredmands@diosohio.org.

Choose seven from among you who are known to be full of the spirit and wisdom. Acts 6:3
Have you ever wondered…
How to link your concern for social issues that our communities face with your faith and
understanding of the story of God?
About being a peacemaker in your community by building bridges between different people,
groups, ideas, resources?
How to connect different faith communities with each other and with businesses and nonprofits using social entrepreneurial skills?
About moving beyond charitable giving and episodic mission trips or service projects so that
you and those who share your faith can find new ways to be neighbors with those who are
poor, sick, lonely and isolated, with those who are strangers, and with the rest of creation?
How to integrate your everyday experiences in the world around you with your daily commitment to a life of faith?
How to deepen connections and make a difference in the place where you live?
What it’s like to be filled with spirit and wisdom, and translate that faith into action?
Are you one of The Seven?
So what is The Seven?
The Seven is a part-time, 10-month hands-on spiritual and educational experience for young
adults (18 to 30 years old) who want to engage in meaningful work and reflection while discerning their own vocational calls, in mentored relationships with Episcopal deacons. The
format provides monthly mentorship meetings, formation through readings and reflection
online and two group retreats.
Interested to learn more? Contact: The Rev. Jane Gerdsen at freshexpressions@diosohio.org or
513.543.0440 or the Rev. Douglas Argue at douglas.argue@cohhio.org or 614.312.1176.
Group forming now! Apply at https://diosohio.wufoo.com/forms/the-seven/
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Fully Alive! An improv pilgrimage
A line of people stood looking
at a small table. It was empty,
but they’d been told to imagine
that there was a television on it,
and asked to describe that television. “Use the phrase, ‘it is,’ at the
start of your description,” leader
John Poole told them. Hesitantly,
people offered their phrases. “It
THE REV.
is black. It is old. It is a tube teleKARL STEVENS
vision.” John then asked them
to describe the television with the phrase ‘you
are.’ “You are too far away from the couch. You are
heavy. You smell like cigarettes.” That last phrase
stopped John in his tracks – it was so evocative of
childhood, of grandmothers who set their ash trays
on the top of warm TVs so that the stale smell of
cigarettes rose like incense. Finally, he asked them
to describe the television with the phrase ‘thou
art.’ “Thou art laughter when I’m feeling lonely. Thou art conversation with my friends. Thou
art rest when I’m tired.”
We were in Chicago for the Fully Alive! retreat,
practicing improvisation in the sanctuary of Grace
Place church. The retreat was the brainchild of
myself and my colleagues Jonathan Melton and
Stacy Alan. Jonathan and I are both fans of Sam
Wells’ book Improvisation: The Drama of Christian
Ethics. My own fascination with this book led me
to Second City over the past summer, where I
enrolled in a weeklong intensive course in improvisation. So Stacy’s suggestion that we shape this
year’s Provincial young adult gathering around the
theme of improv seemed like the continuation of a
great and important pilgrimage. At the same time,
we knew that it would take some work to connect

Young
adults
participating in the
Fully Alive!
retreat in
Chicago.

improv with Christian theology, while allowing
retreat participants a chance to experience the joys
of actual improv acting. What Sam Wells needed a
book to accomplish; we vaingloriously hoped to do
in two days.

We were deeply fortunate to have John Poole
there to teach and lead. John has been an improv
actor for years, and he chose exercises that illumi-

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

We knew that it would take some work to connect
improv with Christian theology.
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If you want to understand how
the church is perceived by secular
society, shout out ‘Eucharist’ at an
improv show.
nated the life of faith. To call an object ‘thou art’ is to
invest it with meaning and power, and this leads to a
sense of the sacredness of all things, even televisions
and toasters. More, it helps us to understand our relationship to the material world, and this deep awareness of objects and things is essential to Christian
spirituality. As Simone Weil said, “attention is the
rarest and purest form of generosity.”
John was a wildly inventive retreat leader. He
made up two important games on the spot. One was
a sermonizing improv game. A handful of people
stood in a line. He asked the audience for a random
suggestion, and someone shouted out “poodles!” He
turned to the line of people and told them that they
would now preach a sermon about poodles. Pointing
at people in turn, he had them each add a word or
phrase to the sermon, playing off of what the person
who went before them had said. He used the same
method for a game in which participants pretended to
be parents trying to argue their children out of becoming Christians. Many arguments against Christianity
were raised, many of which showed the shallowness
of our culture and ended up making Christianity look
quite good. During the retreat we were sharing Grace
Place with the homeless community, who were eating
breakfast downstairs. One of the improvisers said,
“If you become a Christian, you’ll have to hang out
with the homeless, and might even get to know their
names.”
We found as the day went on that we simply didn’t
have enough time to do everything we’d hoped to
do. We would have benefited from more time set aside
for theological reflection. The material was so rich
that we needed a week of improv, not a weekend. And
we also needed time for relaxation and community
building.
We got some of that on Saturday night, when we
split up into groups and went off to dinner, and then
to an Improv Olympics (IO) show. We had gathered
a diverse group of students and young adults together. There were international students from India and
China, music students from Wisconsin and Ohio,

theology students and environmental studies majors
from Illinois and Michigan. We had artists and engineers, medical students and poets. And we came from
a diversity of religious backgrounds: Episcopalians,
Lutherans, Pentecostals, Baptists, Buddhists and
Hindus, as well as those who think of themselves as
spiritual but not religious. The IO show was almost
guaranteed to surprise and challenge assumptions.
For some, moments of crudity in the improv we saw
was liberating, for others it was simply offensive.
When the improv troupe asked for a suggestion from
the audience, someone from our group shouted out
“Eucharist!” We were treated to a thirty minute show
of improvisation around the theme of Eucharist,
and for me this became almost anthropological - I
was fascinated by the way that the actors picked up
the theme and changed it, exhibiting a variety of
understandings of the Eucharist, most of which were
radically different from my own. If you want to understand how the church is perceived by secular society,
shout out ‘Eucharist’ at an improv show.
For several years now we have been working on
making the Provincial young adult gathering more
focused and thematic. And I’ve been asking myself if
there’s a model for a Christian community that comes
together for a distinct purpose and a limited amount
of time, and then dissipates in the knowledge that
this specific community with these specific people will
probably never come back together again. Recently
a very smart English professor suggested to me that
these time-limited, focused communities are, and
always have been, pilgrimages. When we set out to
create the Provincial Gathering, we were, in effect,
planning a pilgrimage. We didn’t reach the destination of the Fully Alive pilgrimage - it was too far a
distance to travel in the time we gave ourselves. But,
oh, the people we encountered and the discoveries we
made along the way!
Karl Stevens serves as missioner for campus ministries
for the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact him
at campusministry@diosohio.org.

MY VIEW:

Telling
stories
Anny Steven-Gleason

Storytelling helps us to understand
who we are and where we might be
headed. At the Young Adult retreat
held in December, we told stories and
listened to stories. On the first night,
we listened to the stories of Matt and
Elisa Leahy, filmmakers who had just
returned from filming a documentary in
Peru called “The Last Bridge Master.”
This conversation about love of what you
do and telling stories fostered conversations about bridges and connections we
are making in our own lives. It also led
to conversations about following what
you love.
The next morning before worship, we
prayed in color. We were all given paper
and a media of art, either colored pencil, pastel or watercolor. From there we
were told to meditate on those we wanted to give to God in prayer. Starting
with a drawing or writing our name or
creating an image for God in the center
of the paper, we then began surrounding
God with those names we were praying
for. We did this in silence for about an
hour. I could have prayed in this way
for much longer than the hour that was
given.
On the drive home, I reflected on
the weekend and storytelling kept popping into my head. It is one of the most
important aspects of community. We
must know our own story to know who
we are, and it is at the intersection of
each individual story that community
happens. It is also at that intersection
that love and passion rise to the surface
and we are able to live out our lives as
Jesus.
Anny Stevens-Gleason serves as assistant
youth director in the Diocese of Southern
Ohio. Contact her at ayouth@diosohio.org.
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ANNOUNCING LEADER IN TRAINING CAMP

The diocesan Summer Camp staff is pleased to announce the
creation of a new camp for the 2015 Summer Camping season,
Leader in Training Camp. This five-day camp for 17- and 18-yearolds scheduled for June 17-20, teaches general skills of leadership that can be used at school, home and community (not just at
camp.) After completing the camp, LITs will be invited to work
with the camp staff and younger campers during another camp
week of their choice this summer.
The cost for LIT Camp is $200, scholarships are available.
With the addition of LIT Camp, the camp staff has cancelled
Confirmation Camp for the 2015 camping season. Please contact
Summer Camp director Rob Konkol at youth@diosohio.org for further information.

SECOND ANNUAL BASS FISHING TOURNAMENT BENEFITS CAMP
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Dust off the cane poles and tackle boxes, mark your calendars and tell your
neighbors! Procter Center will host a Bass Fishing Tournament on Saturday, May
16 at 9 a.m. Great prizes awarded and a box lunch will be provided.
Cost to participate is $50 per adult and $10 per child (12 and under). All proceeds
go towards the mission of the Procter Summer Camp. The deadline to register for
the tournament is Sunday, May 3; registration and payment must be received by
this date. Please BYOE (Bring your own equipment including bait/lures, etc.) This
is a great way to spend a belated Mother’s Day or early Father’s Day!
For more information regarding the tournament please contact Harry White at
hwhite@diosohio.org. Register at diosohio.org.

DIOCESAN YOUTH MISSION TRIP

June 12-14
June 17-20
June 23-27
June 29-July 4
July 8-11
July 13-18
July 20-25
July 27-August 1
August 5-8

Family Camp I
LIT(Leader in Training) Camp (ages17 & 18)
Boys & Girls Camp (4/5 grades)
Senior High Camp (10-12 grades)
Family Camp II
Intermediate Camp (8/9 grades)
Creative Arts Camp (6-12 grades)
Junior Camp (6/7 grades)
Family Camp III

Join other youth from around the diocese for a mission trip to Vinton County,
Ohio, June 21-26. This trip is for youth in grades 7-12. Two adults must accompany your delegation and be able to supply transportation.
We’ll work Monday through Friday, cooking and eating our breakfasts and
dinners at our mission campsite. We’ll pack our lunches and eat them on the job
site. We will be out working in the community of Vinton County, helping residents with projects around their homes and properties. There is a dorm building
available for sleeping with space for 35 participants. The building also offers a
commercial-grade kitchen for our meals and plenty of bathrooms and showers.
In the evenings we’ll gather for worship and fun activities in the Hocking Hills.
We’ll arrive Sunday night for preparation and orientation, and depart after our
work is complete on Friday afternoon.
The cost for the trip is $250 per person. If you are interested in participating
please contact Rob Konkol at youth@diosohio.org. Registration for the trip will be
first come, first served.

Procter Farm
2015 CSA
Conor Gilliland

WHAT IS A CSA?

CSA (community supported agriculture) is a particular
network or association of individuals who have pledged to
support one or more local farms, with growers and consumers sharing the risks and benefits of food production. CSA
members pay at the onset of the growing season for a share
of the anticipated harvest; once harvesting begins, they
receive weekly shares of vegetables.

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?

Procter Farm is selling subscriptions for $300. We will
begin distributing in June and continue for 20 weeks (minimum average $15/week value). Shares will feed 2-3 people,
so go in on one with your buddy if that’s too much for just
you.
We are also looking for people who want to be involved
in our ‘Volunteer for Veggies’ program. If you commit to
working on the farm for a total of 40 hours throughout the
growing season (Now - October), you will receive your weekly share for free. Time for one share can be split between
multiple people. Sign up soon, only 3 spots left!

WHAT CAN I EXPECT IN MY SHARE?

This year we will be planting beets, broccoli, brussels
sprouts, cabbage, carrots, sweet corn, cucumber, eggplant,
garlic, green beans, peppers, kale, leeks, lettuce, onions,
potatoes, pumpkins, melons, radishes, scallions, spinach,
summer squash, swiss chard, tomatoes, watermelons, winter squash, zucchini, fresh herbs and more.

WHERE CAN I PICK UP MY SHARE?

We will have three pickup locations:
•North Market, 59 Spruce St. Columbus 43215
Saturdays 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
•Procter Center, 11235 SR 38 London 43140
Tuesdays 12 to 7 p.m.
•Gabriel’s Place 3618 Reading Rd Cincinnati 45229
Thursdays 4 to 7 p.m.

HOW DO I SIGN UP?

Visit https://diosohio.wufoo.com/forms/procter-csa-2015/ to
subscribe. You will have the options of paying by credit card
online, by credit card over the phone, or by check. For more
info contact procterfarm@diosohio.org.
Eat well!
Conor Gilliland serves as Garden Coordinator at Procter Center.
Contact him at procterfarm@diosohio.org.
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Marketing and fundraising aim to
make Procter strong for the future
Kelcie Webster
For many of us, the Procter Center holds a special place in our hearts. Whether it was
attending camp as a camper, dropping off a camper as a parent, spending a summer or more
as a counselor or visiting as the venue for your wedding, it was a place where you were able
to build relationships. Procter welcomes everyone and allows people from different backgrounds to come together and discover more about themselves while learning and building
their faith.
For Procter to continue to create special memories for generations to come there needs
to be a stronger financial foundation for the center to work from. That is where the newly
formed Marketing and Fundraising Committee of the Procter Board of Directors comes
in. Headed by Procter Board member
Susan Sheridan Smith from Christ Church
Springfield, the committee has begun disProcter Center Board Action
cussing best practices for marketing all that
At its March 21 meeting, the board extended
Procter has to offer and fundraising to supthe contract of interim director Craig Foster
port the center.
to June 30, 2016. This will allow the board to
Smith is joined by seven other members:
have additional time to define the skills and
Trish Simonton, the Rev. Judi Wiley, Matthew
experience expected of the Executive Director.
Stone, Jon Boss, John Link, the Rev. Craig
An added benefit will be the advantage from
Foster and Kelcie Webster. This enthusiastic
Foster’s day-to-day on-site experience at
team is already making great strides to create
Procter Center as the board develops its goals
and implement a plan that will have a posifor the next three to five years.
tive effect on the future of Procter. We want
The board also set a goal of achieving a signifiProcter to be seen for all the opportunities that
cant increase in the percentage of room occucan be had at the center.
pancy, meetings and meals served by no later
For many throughout the diocese, Procter
than the year ending Dec. 31, 2016. The board
is determining the exact increase expected
is camp – whether grade level or family – a
and will track the results on a monthly basis.
place where the young and young at heart
come to discover themselves and explore
more about their faith. As a past camper and counselor I know just how important this aspect
of Procter is. In less than a week’s time you gain so much from the people and the environment
around you and leave with an impact on your life that you will never forget. The Marketing and
Fundraising Committee knows this and wants to keep that impact happening for all who visit
Procter. By marketing all the amenities the center has to offer, a more stable funding can begin
that can then cycle back into Procter for further and greater opportunities.
We are starting fresh by really looking into all amenities the center can provide, from having
its own garden, to the number of bedrooms, the meeting spaces, the location and of course, the
aesthetics. During the off-camp season the center is used for various events and meetings, however there is still opportunity to expand past the current audience. Working with interim director Craig Foster, we are taking a detailed look not only at the current scenario but also at future
plans so that we may properly present Procter for everything it can be.
In the next couples of months, be on the lookout for a new version of the Procter Center
website, new videos, a stronger social media presence and an opportunity to join a really fun
social group. Until then, we appreciate everyone’s support. We are all really excited to work
and see what the future holds for Procter Center!
Former summer camp counselor Kelcie Webster attends St. Mark’s, Dayton, and serves on the
Procter Marketing and Fundraising Committee.
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Reviewing the Mission Share formula
Diocesan Council has established a mission share
subcommittee to review the current mission share
formula and propose a recommendation back to
Council. Every five years the mission share formula
is approved by the Convention. The current formula
expires at the end of 2016. The task force will convene during the summer and fall of 2015 in order to
have a recommendation for the 142nd convention in
DAVID
November.
ROBINSON
According to James Bolden, chair of the mission share
committee, the subcommittee is developing a survey to send out to parish administrators and finance committees to get their input on how
the current formula is working.
The current formula is a proportional share formula that will
apply equally to all congregations in the diocese. This share formula

shall consist of equal proportions of a congregation’s Average Sunday
Attendance (Page 2, Line 6 of the Parochial Report), Normal Operating
Income (Page 3, Line A) and Operating Expenses (Page 3, Line E) and
each factor will be divided by the total of the respective three factors for
all congregations of the diocese. The resultant factor shall be the congregation’s Share Ratio for the following year’s Mission Share Rate. All
congregations will be numbered from low to high by Share Ratio and
the Mission Share.
If you are willing to serve on the subcommittee, please forward your
name to David Robinson, staff liaison for the committee at DRobinson@
diosohio.org. Questions or issues related to the formula can also be
referred to Robinson.
David Robinson serves as chief financial officer for the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Contact him at drobinson@diosohio.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
• Write the text for what you want each page to say.
• Bring any photos and illustrations that you’d like to use on each page
• Bring any documents you’d like people to be able to download from your site
• Bring a high resolution logo
• Bring a laptop (if you don’t have access to a laptop let us know so we can try to find
one for you to use.)
All of these items need to be in electronic form, either on your laptop or on a flash
drive.
You must register for training at least one week before your chosen training date in
order to give us plenty of time to set up hosting space for your new site. We will contact
all registrants before each training to make sure everything is ready for you by your
training date. If you have any further questions, contact David Dreisbach at
ddreisbach@diosohio.org.

TRAINING

Wednesday, May 20 at Church of the Redeemer, Cincinnati
Thursday, May 21 at St. Christopher’s, Fairborn
Wednesday, May 27 at Holiday Inn, Ironton (401 S. 9th Street)
Thursday, May 28 at St. Mark’s, Columbus
All trainings will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., lunch is provided.
There is no cost to attend but pre-registration is required.
Register from the events page at
www.diosohio.org.

VISITATIONS
May
3
St. James, Columbus
10 St. Mark’s, Columbus
17 St. John’s, Columbus
24 Redeemer, Hyde Park
31 St. Philip’s, Columbus
June
7
St. Mark’s, Riverside
14 St. Timothy’s,
Anderson Twp.
21 St. Alban’s Bexley
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resources

CALENDAR

MAY
1

Clergy Planning for Tomorrow Conference (Church Pension Group) Holiday Inn Wilmington

9 am

2

Safe Church comprehensive training					

St. Barnabas, Montgomery

9 am

2

Worship Leader training (Part 1)					

Procter Center			

10 am

2

Cincinnati Area confirmation						

St. Anne’s, West Chester

11 am

3

Church Periodical Sunday

3

Native American Roundtable						Procter Center			2 pm

5

Executive staff meeting						Diocesan House		10 am

7-10

School for Diaconal Formation					

7

ECSF Board meeting							Procter Center			5 pm

9

Worship Leader training (Part 2)					

9

Lay Preacher Formation						Procter Center			10 am

12

Transition Ministry Clergy Gathering					

13

Commission on Congregational Life					Procter Center			9 am

14

Fresh Start								Procter Center			10 am

14

Ecumenical and InterReligious Commission				

Procter Center
Procter Center			
Indian Hill Church		

phone conference		

10 am
10 am

2:30 pm

15-16 Deacon retreat								Procter Center
16

Bass Fishing Tournament						Procter Center			8 am

16

Safe Church comprehensive training					

16

Formation for Common Ministry					Procter Center			10 am

16

Procter Board of Directors						Procter Center			10 am

16

Columbus Area confirmation						

17

United Thank Offering Spring Ingathering

19

Executive staff meeting						Diocesan House		10 am

21

Society of Catholic Priests gathering					

Christ Church Cathedral

11 am

21

Advisory Commission on Compensation and Resources		

Diocesan House		

1:30 pm

24

Pentecost

25

Memorial Day (Diocesan House closed)

All Saints, New Albany		

St. Stephen’s, Columbus

9 am

11 am

20

resources
JUNE

CALENDAR

5		Latino Ministry Commission					Diocesan House		5:30 pm
6		Ordination of Deacons						Christ Church Cathedral

11 am

10		Commission on Congregational Life				Procter Center			9 am
11		Trustees of the Diocese					Diocesan House		9:30 am
12-14		Family Camp 1							Procter Center
16		Executive staff meeting					Diocesan House		10 am
17-20		

Leader in Training Camp (ages 17-18)				

Procter Center

18		Budget Committee						phone conference		12 pm
18		Finance Committee						Diocesan House		1:30 pm
19		Church Foundation						Procter Center			12 pm
20		Procter Board of Directors					Procter Center			10 am
21-26		

Youth Mission Trip to Vinton County

23-27		

Boys & Girls Camp (grades 4-5)				

Procter Center

25-Jul 3

78th General Convention of the Episcopal Church		

Salt Lake City, UT

29-Jul 4

Senior High Camp (grades 10-12)				

Procter Center

JULY
3		

Independence Day holiday (Diocesan House closed)

8		Commission on Congregational Life				Procter Center			9 am
9-11		Family Camp 2							Procter Center
11		Diocesan Council						Procter Center			10 am
13-18		

Intermediate Camp (grades 8-9)				

Procter Center

18		Procter Board of Directors					Procter Center			10 am
20-25		

Creative Arts Camp (grades 6-12)				

Procter Center

27-Aug1

Junior Camp (grades 6-7)					

Procter Center

