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“Our opinion being heard”

Southern Ohio
youth to represent
province at GC06

Remembering our

ROOTS

BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Caldwell Reed serves as lector, usher and acolyte at his parish,
Christ Church, Springfield. Sometimes he even plays the piano.
On the diocesan level, the 15-year-old participates with the
youth program and staffed the last two Exodus retreats.
But still Reed wanted to get more involved. Last fall, he
applied to be part of the Official Youth Presence at General
Convention. Earlier this year, Reed learned he was one of
two representatives for Province V - and with nine provinces
in the Episcopal Church, one of just 18 members of the
Official Youth Presence, young people who will have seat
and voice at General Convention in Columbus in June.
“I'm really excited that I get to be on the Official Youth
Presence and that the Diocese of
Southern Ohio has a representative
because we really have a great youth
program,” Reed said. “I know there are
probably going to be some parts that
are boring at General Convention, but I
know there are going to be parts that
are really fun, and I'll have the opportunity to speak out on topics that affect
the entire church, which is really cool.”
Last month, he traveled to Atlanta to
Caldwell Reed
meet his peers and talk about General
Convention. They learned about the legislative process, roleplayed the resolution process and even talked about what to wear.
“One thing that really stuck out in my mind,” said Caldwell,
“If we want to go to a legislative hearing or a committee hearing, we're going to have to get up really early. And I hear we're
going to have to start drinking coffee and everything.”
A high school sophomore, Caldwell loves music. He plays
guitar and composes piano music. He also plays a good game
of basketball.
His dad, Dr. Don Reed, is a deputy for Southern Ohio, and
Mom is the Rev. Charlotte Reed, rector of Christ Church,
Springfield, and a General Convention volunteer. So, yeah,
Caldwell expects they'll talk about the issues as General
Convention draws closer.
He may not be able to change Dad's vote - but who knows
how many others will listen to what he has to say?
“What matters is not so much the vote but our voice and
our opinion being heard. My voice at General Convention
could end up swaying a whole bunch of votes that could make
the difference on an important resolution,” Reed says. “The
whole church should be involved in making these decisions
and talking about them. I think everybody should be heard not just deputies or older people. I think it's important for the
youth to have a voice in what's happening in the church.”
Learn more about your GC06 deputies. See pages 8-9

St. John's, Town Street, in Columbus celebrated Appalachian Sunday on Feb. 26 with special music by
The Alum Creek Singers. St. John's and other congregations in the Diocese of Southern Ohio followed the
resolution passed by convention in November, which called upon all congregations to celebrate
Appalachian Ministries Sunday. Photo by Jeffrey S. Price.

New technology

Church explores
“God-casting”
BY JUDY BAIRD
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
When snowbirds Jim and Julie Worthington headed south
in January, the Rev. Ron Baird of St. Matthew's, Westerville,
was in the middle of a seven-week Epiphany sermon series
on being “Led by the Spirit.” Being away from their home
parish, however, didn't keep them from keeping up with the
series. A few clicks on the Internet was all it took to bring
Baird's words into their winter home.
Since October, St. Matthew's has been podcasting Baird's
sermons on the church's website, and most recently the sermons have been made available through Apple's iTunes
Music Store, thanks to the technological savvy of parishioners Kevin Maney and Patrick Giese. “We are so grateful
that we are able to listen to Fr. Ron's inspiring sermons,” the

PLEASE SEE PODCAST, PAGE 7
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Gatherings, events, work for the
Lord . . . take time to say thanks.
One of the most gratifying aspects of my ministry
among you as your bishop is the opportunity for personal encounters. All of us are very busy people.
When I read the congregational newsletters, I am
overwhelmed with the active life of our churches.
There is no moss growing under our feet here in
Southern Ohio.
Recently I was in conversation with one of our lay
people who said he always enjoyed reading my column and hearing about what is happening across the
face of the diocese. Richelle Thompson and the
Interchange do a great job of covering a variety of
events, so my comments are mainly from my personal wanderings. My column this month is a broad
sweep of all that is going on.
For a variety of reasons, the folks of Grace
Church, Cincinnati, have faced an unusually high
number of obstacles in their life as a congregation.
Their rector has retired, much of their vestry and
education leadership has moved on, and utility and
maintenance demands of their huge church building have eaten up most reserves. After consultation
with other congregations in the Cincinnati West
Deanery, it was decided to invite surrounding congregations to send ambassadors for a day of support
for Grace Church when I made my annual visitation in February. The sanctuary - which is fairly
large - was almost full. After the service, they held
their annual meeting, elected a new vestry and
developed plans to address the building needs,
revive the education program and bring in some
outside assistance in other areas of ministry. What
impressed me most was the positive and “can do”
attitude of the people. No one talked about closing
down or folding up their tents. Offers of assistance
were in good supply. As was the case when similar
crises occurred (for different reasons) in Fairborn
and Chillicothe, people rallied, and the diocesan
family has pitched in. There is a lot of work to be
done, but this is just one more instance why it is so
great to be the part of the Diocese in Southern
Ohio.
As for opportunities for laity, each year we host a
day of gathering for the bishop with the lay leaders
of the diocese. This year, the Rev. Frank Wade, our
theologian-in-residence led a dynamic discussion on
“Living in a Time of Transition.” Staff members and
others made presentations, and there was time to talk
with one another. More than 220 people representing
47 of our congregations attended the day-long event,
setting a new record for attendance! Some say that
things slow down in an interim time. Not so for us.
On the clergy scene, thankfully we have welcomed a lot of new clergy. Celebrations of New
Ministry have been held in Portsmouth, Terrace
Park, Lincoln Heights and Middletown. The quality of our new clergy is overwhelming. But most
gratifying was the turnout of the other deanery clergy to share in the celebrations. In two cases, every
single clergyperson in the deanery was there. What

For more
information on
General Convention,
see pages
1, 8 and 9

a powerful show of support
for our new brothers and sisters. Two more events are
scheduled for Troy and
Marietta. See page 12 of the
Interchange for dates and
times. Bud Holland from the
National Church staff will be
with us for a day with new
clergy and clergy in new
cures on April 6, and the Rev.
Gregory Straub, the executive officer of General
Convention, and the Very
Rev. George Werner, president of the House of
Deputies, will be with us for
a Presbyters and Deacons gathering on April 24.
The youth of our diocese also are very active. We
were oversubscribed at our recent Exodus gathering
(successor to Happening), and several other events
are already set. See page 16 for stories about Exodus
and visit our awesome youth website for a full listing
(www.dsoyouth.org).
As we move into April and May, I will hold
regional confirmation services in the Dayton/
Springfield area, Columbus, Cincinnati and
Circleville. This is not only to accommodate congregations who had a visitation from one of the canons
rather than me and had people wishing to be confirmed but also to add an additional event for folks to
come together for worship and sharing. I am thankful to Bishops Ted Gulick from Kentucky, Jim Folts,
retired from West Texas, and John Said, retired from
Southeast Florida, who will share in confirmations
and visitations with me.
There have been some fond goodbyes as well. I
recently attended a huge farewell for the Rev. Barry
Cotter in Barnesville. Folks from Bellaire, Martins
Ferry, Cambridge and Zanesville - all part of the East
Central Ohio cluster - turned out to thank Barry and
Joan for their ministry. The feelings of strength, selfworth and inclusion among the people of those congregations are infectious. Barry and Joan had a large
part in bringing that to be. They will be missed but
are leaving behind a strong and vital part of the body
of Christ in this diocese.
In March, I called together the deans and provosts
of our deaneries to spend a day reflecting with me and
the other staff members on ways we can better communicate and share in the decision-making and to help
poise our diocese for life after General Convention. If
you have ideas or suggestions, please seek out your
dean or provost and let them know what you are thinking. Our openness with each other and willingness to
be in dialogue is a vital part of our future.
One other thing to note is the increasing activity as
General Convention comes nearer. Jane Dupke
Curry is doing a fantastic job recruiting volunteers,
speaking to as many as four congregations a week-

THE RT. REV.
KENNETH L.
PRICE JR.

Clergy: Mark your calendars
Presbyters and Deacons: Please plan to
attend this gathering on April 24 at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Registration opens
at 9:30 a.m., with the program starting at 10
a.m. Our guest speakers are two national
experts on General Convention - the Rev.
Gregory Straub, the executive officer of General
Convention, and the Very Rev. George Werner,
president of the House of Deputies. We are
extremely fortunate to have both of these leaders of the church with us for the day. Register
online at www.episcopal-dso.org, The Diocese,
Clergy, or call Julie Murray at 513.421.0311.
Renewal of Vows: April 11 at Procter Camp &
Conference Center at 11 a.m.
end. But we still need several hundred more! Our
local arrangements committee, led by Debby Stokes,
has been working for more than a year to prepare for
General Convention. The amount of work and effort
is overwhelming, but once conventions opens, there
is no substitute for the sheer volume of people needed to help. Instructions for signing up are at the bottom of this page and online at www.episcopaldso.org, General Convention. Please sign up to volunteer today!
We also are about to wind down our Lenten sojourn
and enter into Holy Week. Each year, the clergy of our
diocese gather at Procter to renew their ordination
vows. During this service, we also bless the oils that are
used throughout the diocese for healing and anointing.
This year, we will also invite the laity who are present including diocesan staff, families of the clergy and others - to renew their own baptismal vows, acknowledging that this shared ministry that is mine and yours all
comes from the same source - Jesus Christ.
During Holy Week, I invite all of you who make
up our rich and diverse Episcopal community family in Southern Ohio to take a moment to personally
renew your own commitment to Jesus Christ, and
then to choose at least one other person in your realm
of contacts to single out to thank for their ministry
among us. Often in our busyness of life (as this column has lifted up), we take the dedicated service of
those around us too much for granted.
Holy Week, when Jesus gave His whole life for us,
is a good time for us to thank others for what they
have given for us as well. In recent communications
regarding our church, the world and the upcoming
General Convention, there has been too much tearing down of one another. I am suggesting that our
energy be spent in this different way. For remember,
as we do to one another, so we do to Jesus!
Have a good Holy Week and a Blessed Easter.

Volunteer-ometer
250

500

750

1,000

1,250

1,500

We need you! We have 750 volunteers registered for the 2006 General Convention.
Sign up now to share in this once-in-a-lifetime experience of hosting the General Convention. Go to: http://www.gc2006.org/volunteers/
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There by God’s grace,
for Grace
BY JULIE MURRAY
INTERCHANGE WRITER
Any time a bishop visits, the service
is special. But this time, there was
something a little different too.
At Grace, College Hill, there was the
Eucharist, of course, and music, beautiful music by the small yet talented
choir. The pews were full; a few open
spaces here or there, yet fuller than they
had been in quite some time.
Announcements and welcomes were
made. A catered luncheon would be
served after the service, and all were
welcome.
I was a visitor that day. An announcement made a few weeks earlier in my
home church invited people to come
and support the College Hill congregation. The parish had been having some
problems, their rector had retired and
some of the vestry had resigned. Grace
would have a congregational meeting
that day to talk about their future. As my
own congregation has been going
through a rough patch lately, I felt
moved to attend. Several others from
around the Cincinnati West deanery did
as well.
Bishop Kenneth Price preached a sermon about the Gospel lesson for the day -Jesus healing a sick and broken man. The
lectionary is established years ahead of
time, but so often it seems like just the right
Scripture is appointed at the right time. And
so it was on this day, with the lesson and
sermon about healing. Healing was the
topic of the sermon and the purpose of the
visit and the reason for the full pews.
Healing was needed that day, and priests

and lay people alike gathered from around
the diocese to help. To pray, to lay hands, to
give what support they could to those who
needed it.
The man that Jesus healed was a paralytic. His friends had to lower him
through the roof just to get him close to
Jesus. Moved by their actions, by their
support of their friend, by their faith,
Jesus said to the man, “My son, your
sins are forgiven.” My first thought
was: “What sins could the man possibly
have committed? He's paralyzed!”
Bishop Price explained that the sin
Jesus referred to is separation from
God. Maybe the man was angry about
his fate -- maybe he blamed God. It was
easy for the paralyzed man to focus on
himself, on all of his problems and to
turn away from God. And it's easy for us
to do the same: to see divisions in a
church, people leaving, money problems. It's all too easy to focus on ourselves instead of on God. And by focusing on ourselves, we separate ourselves
from God and what he wants for us.
At the end of the service, before the
dismissal, Bishop Price thanked everyone for coming and for showing their
love and support. Then he asked for the
members of Grace Church to stand. A
small number rose. Then he asked everyone else to move to a place where they
could reach out and touch one of those
who had risen and lay their hands upon
them. And we prayed together for the
healing of the broken people, the broken
spirit and the separation from God.
The friends of the paralyzed man, in
their faith, brought him to the feet of
God. And through their faith, he was

healed. Healing was there at Grace
Church that day, in the touch of so many
hands on the few who stood. The faith
of friends was there that day too. And
comfort in knowing when tough times
happen and faith waivers and separation
occurs that our brothers and sisters in
Southern Ohio are there with us. To
pray, to touch, to care, to heal. To lower
us through the roof if necessary to bring
us back to God.
We are fortunate in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio, in our own little corner
of the Anglican Communion, that when
our brothers and sisters need help and
healing, we come by the hundreds to
pray and heal and deliver our friends to
the feet of God.
As my own congregation travels
down a difficult road of transition,
knowing that other people pray for us is
comforting to me, like having softer
rocks to stumble over. At the same time,
we remember that other congregations
also struggle with transition and separation and wavering of faith, and we as
brothers and sisters and friends must
remember them and pray that they find
God and become one with him again. I
hope the people of Grace Church know
that many people are praying for them
and for their journey toward new and
different ministry in their community
and toward their return to one being
with God.
Julie Murray serves as assistant to Bishop
Price and to the communications department. Contact her at 513.421.0311 or
julie_murray@episcopal-dso.org.

Calvary celebrates 150th anniversary
A new commissioned hymn text,
Built on the Rock of Christ, was
written by Dr. Mary Louise Bringle
to help celebrate the 150th anniversary of Calvary, Clifton. Bringle
spent considerable time in 2005
researching the long and vibrant history of Calvary, and her resultant
hymn text alludes to many aspects
of the parish’s life: dedicated
founders, courageous leadership,
the physical beauty of the building,
faithfulness through times of adversity, outreach and music. There also
are several direct references to
scripture (Matthew 7:4, I Peter 2:5, Dr. Mary Louise Bringle
and John 1:5) and to Calvary's
Mission Statement 1988. Bringle and Howard Helvey, organist and
choirmaster at Calvary, decided to pair the new text with Helvey's
hymn tune Tinsley, named for William Tinsley, the architect for
Calvary's 1867 building.
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Events
Calvary, Clifton, will mark its 150th anniversary
with a special celebration on April 30. At 10
a.m., there will be an anniversary service with
guest poet Dr. Mary Louise Bringle. At 5 p.m.,
the church will hold a hymn-sing, featuring new
hymns and commentary by Dr. Bringle
On April 28 from 7:30-9 p.m., Dr. Bringle will
present a special lecture at St. John United
Church of Christ at 520 Fairfield Ave., Bellevue,
Ky. Bringle will discuss aspects of the creative
process, writing new hymns that speak to and
within the 21st century, and how the church
can continue to effectively promote social justice and the leadership of women. Tickets for
the lecture are $10. Contact: Brad Caldwell at
513.304.5436 or bectn@aol.com.
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Kenyon Conference dates, keynoter set

Heard honored for service

This year's Kenyon Conference features Horace Clarence Boyer as the
keynote speaker. Boyer is professor emeritus of Music Theory and AfricanAmerican Music at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, where he taught
for 26 years. Boyer edited Lift Every Voice and Sing II, one of the Episcopal
Church's hymnals, and authored the popular How Sweet the Sound: the Golden
Age of Gospel. A well-known singer and performer, Boyer has appeared in
hundreds of concerts, festivals and conventions, including in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio.
The Kenyon Conference features workshops, storytelling, music, keynote
speakers, workshop reflections and a time for retreat and fellowship. The conference runs July 23-28 on Kenyon's campus in Gambier, north of Columbus.
For registration and more information, visit www.kenyonconference.org or
request a package by mail by writing to: Registrar, Kenyon Summer Conference,
Attn: The Rev. Dcn. Carol Callahan, 1846 Blue Sky Park Road, Williamsburg,
Ohio 45176.

Speare-Hardy chosen for Clergy Leadership Project
The Rev. Benjamin E. K. Speare-Hardy II, rector of St. Margaret's, Trotwood,
has been chosen as one of 30 participants in the Clergy Leadership Project in
West Cornwall, Conn. Several hundred clergy were nominated from across the nation, and the clergy were selected on
the basis of talent, experience, geography, leadership ability
and other criteria.
The Clergy Leadership Project is a national initiative
formed to develop and strengthen clergy leaders, supporting new visions for vigorous ministries in their personal
lives, families, congregations, and communities. Trinity
Church, Wall Street in New York City, and The Episcopal
Church Foundation virtually founded a strategic alliance
to build this leadership model. Today Trinity Church is the sponsor of the program.
Speare-Hardy will attend a six-day conference in late April and will continue to meet with his clergy colleagues for another three sessions as they
prepare to equip themselves for the vigorous task of leading the church in
the 21st century.

Lynnette Heard, a member of St. Andrew, Evanston, was
one of seven women honored by the Dayton area YWCA for
service in the community.
Jenni Roer, parishioner at St. Paul, Oakwood, who nominated Heard as a Dayton Woman of Influence, writes that
Heard “is the woman you want to steer the ship through turbulent waters. She has done that throughout her life.”
Heard served as executive assistant to the president and the
board of trustees of Wright State University from 1995 to 1998, and has been the executive director of the office of the president of the University of Dayton since 2003.

Convent offers donation
When Holy Family, Harrison, closed, the Convent of the Transfiguration was
given a large brass cross. The cross is 38 inches high, 19 inches across and
inscribed to the memory of Charles Mills Brower. If any congregation can use
this cross, the convent will gladly give it to them. Contact Sister Jacqueline
Marie, C.T., at 513.771.5291, by e-mail to ctsisters@aol.com or by mail to 495
Albion Ave., Cincinnati, 45246.

Thompson selected as national specialist
The national Church Center Communications Office has selected Richelle
Thompson, director of communications for the Diocese of Southern Ohio, to
serve as the communication specialist for Province V.
The national communication office and the Standing Commission on Episcopal
Church Communication have worked together on initiatives to encourage stronger
communication within and across the geographic provinces of the church.
This panel of "Communication Specialists" is asked to:
■ Consult regularly and build community among the communication professionals in the dioceses and major institutions of each Province;
■ Serve as an advisory panel to the Church Center Office of Communication,
and concurrently identify, for ENS, stories of regional/national interest;
■ Develop -- at least once in the 2007-2009 triennium -- an event for training
in electronic communication technology in each Province.
Thompson also is a member of the Standing Commission on Communications.

Ministry groups report
The Standing Committee

Diocesan Council

The Standing Committee met on Feb. 17 at St. Andrew's, Washington Court
House. We continued to work with the Rev. Stephen Smith on the development
of the Nominee Forums, scheduled for October 24-28. We also heard from the
Rev. Stephen Applegate about possible sites for the consecration of our 9th bishop in April 2007. In other business, the Standing Committee approved an encumbrance on the property owned by St. Simon of Cyrene in Lincoln Heights
(Cincinnati) so that they can receive a loan from the diocese to assist their new
rector, the Rev. Trevor Babb, with the purchase of a home. Consent was given to
the Diocese of Virginia to proceed with the election of a Bishop Coadjutor to succeed the diocesan bishop upon his retirement. The Standing Committee withheld
our consent from the Diocese of Texas, which asked consent to elect a bishop suffragan in the time between now and the beginning of General Convention in June.
Consent was withheld because the Standing Committee did not feel that proceeding with that election before General Convention was in keeping with the
spirit of the moratorium enacted by the House of Bishops. Bishop Price reported
that the Rev. Richard Kramer and the Rev. Katherine Kramer have requested
release from their ordination vows.
The Standing Committee again met at Procter Camp & Conference Center on
March 9. We continued our conversations about the nominee forums, which will
occur around the diocese the week of Oct. 24, and the consecration of the 9th
Bishop of Southern Ohio, which will occur in Columbus on April 28, 2007. Mike
Krug reported on behalf of the Nominating Committee that there were 283 people nominated in phase 2 of our election process and 83 of those accepted the
invitation to send materials to the Nominating Committee. At this point, the
Nominating Committee has done the first screening and has invited 24 people to
continue in the process.
In other business, we discussed the need to appoint a presiding judge for the
Ecclesiastical Trial Court as well as a president and secretary for the Diocesan
Review Committee. Both the Ecclesiastical Trial Court and the Diocesan Review
Committee are in place in the event that charges are brought against a clergyperson that must be investigated. The next meeting of the Standing Committee is
Friday, April 28 at 10 a.m. at Procter Camp & Conference Center.

During its Feb. 18 meeting, Diocesan Council explored ways to better followup on compliance with diocesan and General Convention resolutions and discussed how to better position council as a resource to the ministries and programs
of Southern Ohio.
As part of its desire to track knowledge of and compliance with resolutions,
council agreed to distribute surveys at the March 11 Bishop and Congregational
Leaders gathering at Procter Camp & Conference Center. The group hopes to
work in concert with the Council of Churches on efforts to raise the minimum
wage and encourages congregations to get involved with the statewide referendum.
The Program Review committee intends to contact each diocesan ministry to
develop a liaison relationship with council and to offer assistance and guidance.
Those letters are being sent now.
The Rev. Rob Baldwin, chair of the Systemic Review committee, explained
that the group is still discussing the scope of a review. It may include asking questions about how the diocese can move past its mission statement into action and
how to improve collaboration among existing ministries and programs.
The Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr., bishop in Southern Ohio, reported that he has
asked the Standing Committee and the Commission on Congregational Life to
take the next steps to officially close the Church of the Nativity in Cincinnati. The
church has not had a vestry in more than seven years, and its three trustees have
come to the conclusion that closing the church is the best way forward, Price said.
Nativity's presence in the community helped spawn two exciting outreach ministries - the William and June Black Literacy Center and the Prospect House,
which helps recovering male alcoholics. Those ministries will continue after
Nativity closes.
With Bishop Price's recommendation, council forgave the mission share for St.
Paul's, Columbus, which held its last service in 2005. Council also approved forgiving the mission share for Grace Church, College Hill. Their rector retired early
this year, and several vestry members subsequently resigned.
Diocesan Council approved changes to a balanced 2006 budget that better reflects
staffing changes, including the elimination of a bishop suffragan's salary in 2006.
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Summer camp

A note from the program coordinator
Hello all. I will be working as the program coordinator for Procter Camp this
summer. Now that we are gearing up for the camping season, I've been asked to
provide an overview of the program.
Our mission is the creation of a Christian community
PATRICK
among our youth, and our programming reflects that mission. Each day will have several times for outdoor group
GLEASON
activities such as sports, arts and crafts, and fishing.
These activities are designed to get the campers interacting socially and forming connections that help break
down social barriers that might otherwise keep the
campers at a distance from each other. The friendships
formed from these relationships can end up being strong
and lasting ones, and many campers often communicate
with one another throughout the school year - not just
during the summer. The relationships also make our mission of forming a Christian community among the youth
easier to achieve. Once the campers are interacting during the activities, they can begin interacting within the Christian aspect of the
camp. The daily schedule includes a morning Eucharist, an evening campfire and
cabin devotions. These events work together to give the campers the spiritual
forum to become not just a community, but a Christian community. The relationships formed in the regular activities fuel group discussion and interaction in the
spiritual activities and help cultivate a communal strengthening of faith and character in the Christian ideal. The entire week is designed around this goal.
But our mission does not end once the campers leave camp grounds. When
the campers leave, hopefully they are able to take what they have learned back
to their families, their neighborhoods and their home parishes, and they can
continue to build the Christian community during the rest of the year. I hope
to see an increased number of campers this summer so we can build and

2006 PROCTER SUMMER CAMPS
DATES

PRICE PER SESSION

CAMP

ENTERING GRADES

June 29
-July 2

$215*

Family Camp II

All Ages

* Reduced rates apply for children under 5 years old as follows:
Children 0 - 2 = Free Children 3 - 4 = $100

July 3-8

$350

Senior High Camp

Grades 10-12

July 10-15

$350

Intermediate Camp

Entering Grades 8-9

July 17-22

$350

Junior Camp

Entering Grade 6-7

July 25-29

$285

Boys and Girls Camp

Entering Grade 4-5

July 25-29

$150

Adventure Camp

Ages 13-18

Adventure is a week outdoors in tents!

August 3-6

See above for costs Family Camp II

All Ages

strengthen this community. I'm excited to have the
opportunity to work at Procter this summer and be a
part of this amazing program.

Sign
up now – go to
www.dsoyouth.
org

Patrick Gleason, 22, is an architecture student at The Ohio
State University. This is his fourth year on the Procter Camp staff
and his second summer as the program coordinator. Patrick is also
the new administrative assistant for the diocesan youth program.
E-mail him at thegleason50@yahoo.com.

Health ministry reaches out to diabetics
BY LAURA BENCE
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Like many churches in our diocese, Ascension &
Holy Trinity, Wyoming, has a long history of parish
health ministry. From blood pressure screenings to
flu shots to medical equipment loans, members of the
A&HT Parish Health Ministry cabinet passionately
serve the body, mind and spirit of its congregation
and beyond.
Last spring, when Parish Health Ministry
Coordinator Kathi Ackerman, R.N., was looking for
an outreach opportunity, one of her cabinet members
who was recently diagnosed with diabetes suggested
a diabetes support group - a group that would meet
monthly and allow adults with diabetes and their families to learn more about the disease, share information and provide support to one another. Ackerman
contacted the American Diabetes Association and,
with much effort in planning and publicizing the
group, the A&HT Parish Health Ministry team just
three months later sponsored its first Diabetes Support
Group meeting at the church. Twenty-eight adults
attended that first meeting in June, and presently the
membership roster has 56 names.
Diabetes is a disease in which the body does not
produce or properly use insulin, the hormone needed
to convert sugar, starches and other food into energy
needed for daily life. There are 18.2 million people in
the United States, or 6.3% of the population, who
have diabetes. The most common form of adult diabetes is Type 2, where the body does not produce
enough insulin or the cells are resistant to the insulin.
Maintaining a healthy diet, exercising regularly, monitoring blood glucose, and balancing medication are
challenges most people with diabetes face every day.

Ascension &
Holy Trinity,
Wyoming, has
launched a
new parish
health ministry
program, a diabetes support
group.

The Diabetes Support Group at A&HT is designed to
help diabetics deal with these challenges by allowing
peer-to-peer interaction in an educational and supportive setting. Each meeting features a particular
program topic and speaker, fellowship and diabeticfriendly refreshments provided by the Episcopal
Church Women at A&HT. ECW member Nancy
McCue takes her job seriously, planning and organizing the snacks for the Diabetes Support Group.
Although the meetings are geared toward adults with
Type 2 diabetes and their families, adults affected by
Type 1 diabetes are also welcome to attend.
The Diabetes Support Group meets the fourth
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Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at the church,
located at 334 Burns Avenue (corner of Burns and
Worthington avenues in Wyoming). Individuals may
attend at any time. Meetings are free and open to the
public. Advance reservations are requested. To make
a reservation for a meeting or for more information
about the group, please contact Ackerman at
513.761.3691 or the church office at 513.821.5341.

NEWS

Group gives hope, help to orphans
Kathy's really good with marketing and promoting. There
was a definite need for someone with her capacity.”
Since joining forces with Lane, Albergate has applied
For Kathy Korge Albergate, helping children in her marketing expertise to developing new fund-raising
ventures for The Red Thread in the hopes of helping more
need is a labor of love.
Since 2002, Albergate, a full-time marketing spe- children in need around the world. At Albergate's initiacialist and a new parishioner of Church of the tive, The Red Thread raised more than $2,000 in 2005 for
Ascension, Middletown, and her friend Jennifer Lane orphans' medical care by participating in Dream Ride, a
have run The Red Thread, a non-profit organization bike ride for charity in Lancaster, Penn. She also has
dedicated to providing funding to bring Chinese organized an online silent art auction, to take place through
orphans with special medical needs to the United April 7, to raise money for The Red Thread. Christmas
States for surgery. Albergate and Lane have focused tree ornaments and Christian music are available as well
on the children of China because they each were for purchase through The Red Thread's web site.
The Red Thread's newest initiative, Penny Blessings,
touched by them in different ways.
In 2001 Lane, a Chinese adoption specialist for the enables people of all ages to donate “spare change” to help
Lexington-based agency Helping Hand, had a life-chang- orphans. Albergate was welcomed with the first donations to
Penny Blessings from
ing experience when she
her new church family
met 16-year-old Zhou
when she arrived two
Zhou while on a mission
months ago at Ascension.
trip to China.
“They gave me rolls
“He was just such a
of pennies wrapped in
sweet boy,” Lane said.
red thread,” Albergate
“He really touched my
said. “Those all went
heart because he took
into Penny Blessings.”
such good care of the
And The Red
other children at the
Thread attends to more
orphanage.”
than children's medical
Zhou Zhou needed
needs. The shawl and
leg surgery that he could
blanket
ministries
not have in China.
Albergate
started
Jennifer jumped into
through The Red
action and sold gift bas- Kathy Korge Albergate, (center) a parishioner at Church of the
Thread have warmed
kets of products donated Ascension, knits a red shawl as part of her ministry with The Red
the hearts of children
by companies around the Thread, a non-profit organization that raises money to bring Chinese
country to raise money orphans with special medical needs to the United States for surgery. in China, Colombia,
Mexico, Appalachian
to bring Zhou Zhou to
the U.S. for the procedure. A medical company donat- Kentucky and West Virginia and those in the
ed Zhou Zhou's new prosthetic leg and Zhou Zhou had Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana affected by Hurricane
his surgery. Inspired by this success, Lane kept work- Katrina.
Since 2002 The Red Thread has given hope to
ing to try to bring more orphans to the U.S. for surgery.
A year later, Albergate sponsored Shen You, a hundreds of children through its medical, shawl and
Chinese orphan who was bought to the U.S. by New blanket ministries. Albergate loves to see the fruits of
York's Grace Children's Foundation for surgery to her labors in a child's bright future.
“I love The Red Thread,” Albergate said. “It gives
correct a skull deformity.
me the opportunity to use my skills from years in the
“I just fell in love with him,” Albergate said.
Albergate, whose husband, Scott, is the new rector corporate world to help children who need medical
of Ascension, liked the idea of working with Lane to care and a little warmth and love.”
help needy Chinese orphans. She and Lane saw in
To learn more about how you can contribute to
each other not only kindred spirits but also compleThe Red Thread, visit http://www.the-red-thread.org.
mentary skills.
To attend the silent auction, go to
“Kathy had the skills and the passion,” Lane said. “My
http://www.ascesion-middletown.org/RT-A/
passion and expertise is with China and the orphans, and
BY JENNIFER HAMBRICK
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Zhou Zhou, an orphan from China, takes his first
steps after an operation funded in part by The Red
Thread.

Bishop search: 24 enter next phase of process
BY PAT ELLERTSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The news from the Nominating
Committee for our ninth bishop is not just
good…it’s outstanding! The Feb. 23
deadline for accepting our invitation to
join our search brought 82 files. A key
reason for the large return is that members
of our diocese and the wider church made
420 recommendations, 264 unduplicated.
Thirty percent of those who were recommended and then invited accepted. With a
total of 82 files received, we screened in
24 people to continue in the process, with
the phone interview next.
Numbers from our first search were 280
unduplicated recommendations and 96
files. Our current experience is the more

remarkable because it played out against
the background of the House of Bishops’
moratorium on consents to bishop elections. That action created a big increase in
the number of searches this year in dioceses across the Episcopal Church.
Therefore, experienced, accomplished
people are being pursued by a number of
dioceses. The strong response to our second phase is a tribute to the high respect
our diocese enjoys for its healthy communities, vibrant ministry and many contributions to the life of our denomination.
We pored over all 82 files, paying particular attention to the three stories we
requested. These stories describe each
person’s knowledge, experience and
ability in the qualities our diocese named
essential for the next bishop.
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We asked the recommended priests to:
■ Tell us about a time when you built
the capacity of your people by delegating important responsibilities and equipping them with training and what happened? This led to a response that dealt
with nurturing and empowering others.
■ Could you describe a situation
when you led people, in the midst of
conflict, to a much deeper understanding of their ministry, and what the outcome was? This question spoke to
dealing with conflict and change.
■ Would you give us an example of
leading others through many choices,
developing a vision and seeing it
through to completion, and what the
result was? This led to sharing experience as a discerning visionary.

We’re now ready to explore the other four
areas that the diocese said were important.
The second phase of our four-part screening
process includes phone interviews. Later in
the process, we’ll conduct on-location
screenings and finish with recommended
priests visiting the diocese for a meeting with
the whole Nominating Committee.
The amazing number of clergy in
our church who are doing remarkable
things heartens us. Your committee
feels blessed that the diocese has captured their interest.
Pat Ellertson is a member of the
Nominating Committee.
To read more about the search for the
9th bishop, go to www.episcopaldso.org, Bishop Search.

NEWS

Key to uncertain
times: prayer
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
General Convention is wrought with uncertainty. But
even in uncertain times, there are certainties: the love of
Christ, the constancy of God.
The Rev. Frank Wade urged more than 220 people gathered in March at the Bishop and Congregational Leaders
workshop to rely on those certainties - and the resources at
hand - to navigate the difficult times.
Using the parable of the loaves and fishes, Wade said in the
midst of the practical problem of running out of food, “something happened that turned the fragile resources into something that was not only adequate but abundant .… They took
their resources and placed them in the hand of God.”
Wade visited with lay leaders, deans, diocesan staff and
Southern Ohio churches on his first visit to the diocese as
the 2006 theologian-in-residence, guided and funded by the
Faith in Life committee.
“God already is engaged in this world and in the life of this
church,” said Wade. “We do not need to engage God or get God
off the couch and rouse him to get engaged in the world. … All
the things that you and I are concerned about already are on
God's screen. It's very hard to get an eternal God to hurry up.”
Prayer is a key resource that God gives us to deal with the
uncertain times, Wade said.
“Too often what happens when we pray is that we have an
immediate role reversal. When good, faithful people close
our eyes and get down on our knees, we immediately forget
which one of us is God and which one of us is human. We
immediately produce a to-do list for God. What we must
remember is that God is already at work in every area of life,
and if he were not, that area of life would cease to exist.”
Prayer is always effective, Wade said. Sometimes the
results of prayer are apparent; sometimes, they're not.
But prayer’s effectiveness cannot be measured by results.
Prayer is effective because of the bottom line: obedience,
Wade said. “If we pray for the uncertain situations - for
General Convention or for the election of a new bishop, we
must pray expectantly. If we pray expectantly for God's
guidance, then there is a responsibility that from the outset,
we must believe that where we end up is God's guidance.”
The Gospel calls all people to pray for their enemies,
Wade said, but that's not always easy. Wade suggested envisioning an enemy laughing with Jesus - to see that person
how God sees him or her, as a beloved child.
“If we are going to be faithful to what God is calling us
to do, then praying for one another is enormously important, especially praying for those with whom we disagree,”
Wade said. “That's what can hold us together. …If we can
concentrate and keep our eyes on Jesus, we can do anything. And there's nothing for us to be afraid of. Nothing.”

Nancy Goggans and Lynne Boude of Ascension & Holy Trinity,
Wyoming, talk during the Bishop and Congregational Leaders
gathering.

This screenshot shows the St. Matthew's page at Apple's iTunes Music Store. Fr. Ron Baird's sermons, which are recorded each Sunday, are available to download to a computer, iPod or other
MP3 player from the Apple site, or from the church's web site, www.saintmatthewsonline.org.

Church explores
new technology
FROM PAGE 1
Worthingtons wrote in an e-mail from Florida.
“Often he gives a series of messages on a particular topic. Being able to listen to these online
provides a continuity of the subject matter
when we are away.”
And the Worthingtons aren't the only ones
listening. The sermons get from 15 to 20 “hits”
a week on the church's website alone, not
counting those downloaded from Apple's
Music Store. From retirees like the
Worthingtons wintering in warmer climates, to
college students attached to their iPods, to
young parents who need to stay home on
Sunday morning to care for a child sick with
the flu, the technology is bringing the Gospel
of Jesus Christ into the homes of people who
might otherwise not be able to hear it.
A podcast is an online broadcast that downloads audio files onto your computer. Interest in
the technology is growing among churches enough that some online chat calls it “God-casting,” but it's still novel enough that WBNS10TV in Columbus featured St. Matthew's on its
March 6 evening broadcast in a story titled
“Preachers Podcasting.” Rick Savors, a member
of the Tech Services Ministry at St. Matthew's,
suggested the story in an e-mail to Channel 10 as
a local follow-up to a clip the station had run earlier about the use of technology by churches.
While anyone with a computer and Internet
access can listen to Baird's sermons from St.
Matthew's website, making them available on
Apple's Music Store provides both mobile and
global access. Apple's iTunes software, available for free for both Macs and PCs at
http://www.apple.com/itunes/, allows anyone
who has an iPod or other MP3 player to automatically download them and listen to them in
their car, while working around the yard, or
folding laundry in a dormitory basement. And
you don't have to go to the St. Matthew's web-
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site to download them. The sermons can be
accessed from the Apple site, making them
available to a much wider audience.
At St. Matthew's, podcasting is just one part
of the overall technology ministry. The
church's three Sunday services are projected
onto screens installed above and behind the
altar when the church built its new sanctuary in
2003. This innovation is appreciated by young
parents who no longer have to juggle baby and
prayer book, visitors unfamiliar with Episcopal
liturgy who find the service easier to follow onscreen, and others who find the screens easier
on the eyes than the printed page.
The church is also finding that more and
more newcomers already have taken a virtual
“visit” to the website before they visit on
Sunday morning, making the website a valuable tool for evangelism. In addition, the password-protected Member Connection of the
church's website affords a level of communication with parishioners not previously possible.
The parish now has its entire database online,
uses the website for e-mail communication,
scheduling of events, registration for Bible
study classes, ministry placement and more.
The Worthingtons, the snowbirds who find the
ability to download Baird's sermons so helpful,
also rely on the website to maintain contact with
their parish family. “We are very pleased that St.
Matthew's has a website,” they write. “When we
are on our winter vacation or away from home at
other times during the year, it's great to stay connected with our church family. We are able to
read the weekly bulletin online and keep current
with church activities and our groups: Sunday
school, Disciple Group, Stephen Ministry, Choir
and Brotherhood of St. Andrew.”
For a free download of iTunes software, go to
http://www.apple.com/itunes/. See how St.
Matthew's is using podcast technology by logging on to church's website at www.saintmatthewsonline.org and clicking on “Sermons.”
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The Rev.
Heather
Buchanan
Wiseman
Priest associate,
St. Timothy's,
Anderson Township
First General Convention
Interesting fact: When I was ordained
to the priesthood in 2003, the priest whose
hand was on my left shoulder at the
moment of consecration was my son,
Grant, who was ordained to the priesthood
in 2001.
How I'm preparing for GC: I am
doing a lot of reading! It is critical to be as
informed as possible on the issues in order
to be able to understand why they are
important and what their impact will be.
The Southern Ohio Deputation has been
meeting regularly. In May, Jon Boss, the
head of our deputation, Debby Stokes and
I will attend the Province V Synod
Meeting in Detroit. There we will have
orientation and presentations on elections,
bylaws, pre-filed resolutions, and budget
to prepare us for General Convention.
Since this is my first time as a deputy, I
am trying to learn as much as possible
from Jon and Debby, who have many
years experience as deputies.
My hope for the impact of GC on the
Diocese of Southern Ohio: I hope the lay
and clergy of our diocese will take this
opportunity to come to Columbus and see
what it is like to experience General
Convention. My hope is that we will be
able to demonstrate to all those who are
watching this convention that we are a
widely diverse group held together by our
love of Christ and each other.

CONVENTION
Why volunteer to help
with General Convention?

The Rev.
Benjamin E.
SpeareHardy II

Liz Cartwright, a first-time volunteer from St.
Alban's, Bexley Hall: I volunteered at the General
Convention for the American Red Cross a few years
ago. It was fun and interesting. I like the city of
Columbus, and I enjoy the Episcopal Church. I wanted
to the show the Episcopal Church that Columbus - and
the Diocese of Southern Ohio - cares.
The Rev. Susan Mills, a repeat
volunteer and rector of St.
Andrew's, Dayton: I've served as
a page at the House of Bishops.
It's a great job because you get to
meet the bishops and deliver messages while they're in session.
Volunteering is a great opportunity to see how the church really
works and how we make important decisions. Being a part of the
worship is a wonderful opportunity, and of course, the exhibits are not to be missed!
Meeting the different volunteers was really fun. In
Minneapolis (in 2003), there were people from
Washington state and from Virginia, and they had all
come to volunteer because they loved the church and
wanted to help.
You can volunteer for as many shifts as you want from a half-day to the whole nine days. Whatever
fits your schedule. Sign up now at
http://www.gc2006.org/volunteers/

Rector, St.
Margaret's Trotwood
Second General Convention: first was
Minneapolis 2003
Why I felt called to the ministry of
deputy: I've always had a passion for
church polity and wanted to share my gifts
with the wider church.
How I'm preparing for GC: Daily
prayer, meditation and inspirational readings.
My hope for the impact of GC on the
Diocese of Southern Ohio: That hosting
the 2006 GC will be a positive and unforgettable experience for the Diocese of
Southern Ohio.
Favorite thing about my home
church: Our ministry hospitality is contagious.
Guiding scripture for important decisions: “Do not judge, so that you may not
be judged. For with the judgment you
make you will be judged, and the measure
you give will be the measure you get.”
Matthew 7:1-2
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Deputy:dep' yoo te
1. a person appointed or empowered to act for another
2. An assistant exercising full authority in the absence of his or her superior and equal authority in emergencies: a deputy to the sheriff
3. A representative in a legislative body in certain countries.
“Each deputy is elected to General Convention by his or her own diocese. As deputies, we know our diocese and the people of the diocese know us. We are not elected simply to represent the views of our diocese or any particular constituency. Deputies are extraordinary
representatives who, 'Ideally … should reflect the will of the whole Church, act for the whole Church, and speak to the whole Church.'
“We are deputies because we are trusted by our diocese and by the deputies from other dioceses to be informed and to prepare ourselves through
study and prayer prior to General Convention. While at General Convention, deputies are charged to listen to other deputies, bishops and guests,
to share our own thoughts and ideas while we are at General Convention and to attend and vote at all legislative sessions. We are trusted to cast
our votes, informed by prayer, factual information and the workings of the Holy Spirit. We have a responsibility to report back to our diocese
after General Convention and, to the best of our abilities, convey how we voted in light of what we experienced and what we learned.
“Most importantly, it is our primary responsibility as deputies to watch for, to expect, to pray for and to be open to the Holy Spirit.
“We are governed, or seek to be governed in Church affairs, by the Mind of the Will of God. To this end the Holy Spirit dwells in the
Church and presides in its councils. What a church council seeks by its debates and votes to ascertain is, not the mind of the majority of its
Church members, but the Mind of the Spirit.”
By Bonnie Anderson, excerpt from the Bishop and Deputy Handbook, 75th General Convention
About your deputies: Each diocese of the Episcopal Church is entitled to elect and send eight deputies - four lay and four priests and/or
deacons - to the House of Deputies. Deputies are elected by the diocesan convention delegates - who have been elected themselves by the
local congregations.
Deputies for the Diocese of Southern Ohio were invited by Interchange to share with you how they're preparing for this gathering of the
Church. Excerpts from those who responded are listed below. Replies from alternate deputies will be printed next month. The complete
responses are listed online at www.episcopal-dso.org, General Convention.

The Rev.
Dcn. Dick
Schisler
Deacon, All Saints,
Portsmouth
Judge, Portsmouth
Municipal Court
First General Convention
Interesting fact: I'm working on a
Master's degree in Religious Studies at the
College of Mt. St. Joseph in Cincinnati.
I'm currently taking a course on the religion and culture of Appalachia, and in
connection with that course, I spent a
week in March in rural southern Kentucky
with more than 100 college students. It
was an Alternative Spring Break for them,
and we did the Lord's work for a week by
repairing and rehabbing houses so that
elderly folks could live in them. I'm far
from a handy man, but the 'ole man survived the week - and actually enjoyed it.
Why I felt called to the ministry of
deputy: I've attended every diocesan convention since I have been at All Saints and
have found them to be both interesting
and rewarding. As a trial judge, I spend
most of my working hours attempting to
resolve disputes that parties have been
unable to resolve by themselves. Clearly
there are issues to come before this
General Convention that will be both
emotional and divisive. I hope to be able
to utilize my experience in handling highly contested issues to deal with the various
matters.
How I'm preparing for GC: In preparation, I have read and re-read The
Windsor Report, and have also read a couple of books about it. One was most helpful, in that it was written by two priests on
different sides of the key issues discussed
in the Report, and their dialogue back and
forth is most informative.

Lay deputies

Jon B. Boss,
chair of the
deputation
Ascension and Holy
Trinity, Wyoming
Retired the first
time from The Kroger Co., after nearly
20 years. Served as director of administration, Diocese of Southern Ohio, from
1987-2000.
Third convention as a deputy.
Why I felt called to the ministry of
deputy: My dual experience as a volunteer and a member of a diocesan staff, and
an interest in the Episcopal Church since I
first was encouraged to serve as an
acolyte, junior lay reader and even Sunday
School treasurer in the late 1940s and
early 50s, make serving as a deputy a natural extension of service to the Church.
Listening, learning and sharing one's own
thoughts, experiences and commitments
about the issues facing the Episcopal
Church today are a way of continuing my
own journey, as well as helping others
along the way. Using some of what we
have learned in Southern Ohio about the
budgeting process and the use of mission
priorities - we call them “strategic choices” in Southern Ohio - is another way of
sharing with others.
My hope for the impact of GC on the
Diocese of Southern Ohio: That we - the
Diocese of Southern Ohio - will be seen
both as excellent hosts and a people who
live out the Baptismal Covenant by our
thoughts and actions.
Favorite thing about my home
church: That we have never forgotten and may we never forget -- that our ministry is outside our walls as well as within.

Daniel S.
Dice
Saint James,
Columbus
Lawyer/full-time
student and postulant
for Holy Orders
First General Convention
An interesting fact: I love the ocean. I
love all kinds of water: rivers, lakes, fountains, etc. For me, water is both peaceful
and powerful. That's why it is so ironic
that I get terribly, terribly sea sick. My
trick is to stay on deck, no matter how
bracing the wind or how cold the temperature. It usually works.
How I'm preparing for GC: Since I
am full-time at the General Seminary right
now, I am preparing for GC by reading a
great deal and by attending as many of the
pre-Convention meetings for the dioceses
of New York and Newark (NJ) as I can. I
also am keeping in touch with some of the
staff at the Church Center as well as officials in both the House of Bishops and the
House of Deputies.
Your hope for the impact of GC on
the Diocese of Southern Ohio: I honestly
hope and pray that Southern Ohio will feel
nothing other than pride for hosting the
convention and experience nothing less
than joy at the convention's work. So
much of the lead-up to this convention has
been monopolized by the naysayers and
doom-mongers. That fact that convention
will do some things that will not please
some people is simply real life. It has
never been the Anglican tradition to agree
on everything. Never. And we don't need
to look as far away as Nigeria to find discord. For example, there are still dioceses
in the Episcopal Church that refuse to
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ordain women. But, we cannot turn a blind
eye to our present unpleasantness. What
we can do, however, is recognize that who
we are and what we are all about as
Anglicans is common prayer. When we
look beyond the central tenants of our
faith, then it should be OK for good, wellmeaning, honest Christians to disagree
with each other and yet still gather around
the same table, at fellowship with each
other and with our Lord. We are at our best
when we pray and break bread together.

Don Reed
Christ Church, Springfield
Philosophy professor at Wittenburg
University
First General
Convention
Interesting facts: I
am president of the
Springfield City Schools
Board of Education. I
run and cycle, and I
enjoy portrait and landscape photography
and writing -- and reading Plato.
Why I felt called to the ministry of
deputy: This is a crucial time for the
Episcopal Church because so much is at
stake in our discussions of human sexuality and our relation to the rest of the
Anglican Communion.
How I'm preparing: I participate in the
discussions of the House of Bishops and
Deputies e-mail listserv.
Your hope for the impact of GC on
the Diocese of Southern Ohio: I hope we
gain a clearer sense of our participation in
the larger Church.
Favorite thing about your home
church? The Rector!
Guiding scripture/philosophy:
Above all, and whatever is at issue,
Christians are called by God to love one
another as God loves us. This includes
trying genuinely to understand those
with whom we do not see eye to eye.
Loving one another may be especially
difficult when we or some with whom
we identify have been treated disrespectfully -- and the problem doubles
when all parties involved have some
ground for feeling others have treated
them disrespectfully. Loving those with
whom we strongly disagree is also difficult in a worldwide communion of
churches because our disagreements are
complicated by significant social and
cultural differences.

Check out the
Diocese of Southern Ohio's
General Convention blog.
This is a place for everyone in the
diocese to be a part of the preparations and
conversations about General Convention.
The blog is moderated, and comments
must be approved by the moderator first.
Go, visit, comment. Be a part of
the conversation!Visit the blog
at: http://gc06-southernohio.
blogspot.com

NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati West
Laissez les bons temps roulez! Mardi Gras at
Christ Church, Glendale, featured gumbo,
King cake and jazz. All proceeds from the gala
went to Episcopal Relief and Development for
hurricane relief.
The annual Rummage Sale at Ascension and
Holy Trinity, Wyoming, is scheduled for April
27-29. Lots of great items are available, as
always. For more information or directions to
A&HT, call the church at 513.821.5341.

Gregory Sojka, member at St. Peter, Gallipolis, and long-time
provost at Rio Grande University and Community College, has been
named acting president of Rio Grande Community College.
The new addition to the Athens Metropolitan Housing Authority building will be named for Jeanne Wells, long-time member of Good Shepherd,
Athens. Wells was a charter member of the AMHA board in 1976.
Sarah Timmons, Trinity, Newark, was recently honored by the
Madison County Food Pantry for her many hours of volunteering at
the pantry. Timmons was awarded a plaque by fellow parishioners
Twyla McNamara and Jim Witmer in a surprise ceremony during
services at Trinity.
Trinity, Columbus, organist Tom Veregge was awarded a
Doctorate in Musicology (D. Mus.) from Indiana University during
fall commencement ceremonies.
Congratulations to several Christ Church, Springfield members:
Aileen Oldstone-Moore placed 9th in the district Power of the Pen
competition for 7th graders and will now participate in district competition; Dave Bingham was appointed treasurer of the Village of
South Charleston; Don Reed was elected president of the Springfield
City School Board; and Zoe Spangler and North High Thespian
Troop 4502 qualified and presented The Green Man at the State
Thespian Conference in March.
Brad Wright, St, James, Westwood, was named a Ft. Ancient
Valley Conference Athlete of the Week in January for his achievement
on the Walnut Hills High School bowling team.

Arlington, and Trinity, Columbus, have
merged to form the Trinity-St. Mark Youth
Group. They began their joint ministry in the
fall and continue to meet twice per month. The
group's first service project was a canned food
drive in November, where two teams competed
to collect the most non-perishable food items.
More than 300 items were collected and donated to the Open Shelter and local food pantries.

The Jr. High and High School youth at St.
James, Westwood, are hosting a used book sale
on May 13. The youth are busy collecting
books, DVD's, videotapes, records and cassette
tapes for sale to help meet the fundraising goal
of the church. The sale will run from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. For more information, call the church at
513.661.1154.

Three Granville area clergy members teamed
up to present “Christian Parenting for Real
Families: a look at biblical families and our
families”. The Rev. Stephen Applegate, rector
of St. Luke, Granville, teamed up with the Rev.
Karen Chakoian, pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church and the Rev. Mark Orter,
Director of Religious Life and chaplain at
Dennison University, to present the three-week
mini-series, which drew on their own experiences and reflections on parenting as a Christian
vocation.

Columbus

Miami River

The congregation of St. James, Clintonville
has raised more than $2,000 for Food for the
Poor, Inc. The money will be used to build a
concrete block house for a Latin American family in the outreach areas served by the organization. In the fall of 2005, a representative of Food
for the Poor visited St. James and described the
programs offered, which includes building
homes for families. One of their Sunday school
children, Carey Treyens (age 12), challenged
the congregation to raise enough money for a
house. The church took her up on the challenge,
and money was raised from donations from
coin jars as well as other donations in the form
of cash and checks, purchases of donated CDs
and pots of chili, an auction of a pressed flower
picture and a challenge matching grant from
members of the parish.

St. Anne, West Chester, will be co-hosting a
Seder dinner on April 12 with congregation
B'Nai Tikvah at St. Anne on 6461 Tylersville
Road. Rabbis Bruce and Donna Adler will present the traditional Passover meal at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by a kosher dinner of roasted chicken
prepared by members of both congregations. St.
Anne and B'Nai Tikvah are long-time friends as
St. Anne has offered their facilities to the B'Nai
Tikvah congregation for seven years for weekly
worship services and education classes.
Contact: Betty Hakes at 513.398.6577 or call
the church office at 513.779.1139.

The youth groups at St. Mark, Upper

Fun and fondue were on the menu on a recent
evening at St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville.
Families gathered in the chapel for board games
and several different types of fondue. Chicken,
pork, beef and tempura vegetables simmered in
oil, bread cubes were dunked in a beer and

cheese fondue and fresh fruit was doused in melted chocolate. Lots of other appetizers and drinks
were also on hand during the multigenerational
board game marathon featuring Pit, Bingo, TriOminoes, Cribbage and Monopoly Junior.

Northeast
The Lenten program at Trinity, Newark, featured potluck dinners and discussions that
explored the mysteries and different forms of
prayers. The theme was “A Hitchhiker's Guide
to Prayer,” and included such weekly topics as:
“Dear God, this is my hundredth time of asking”; “I am not ignoring you, I'm praying”;
“He/She who sings prays twice”; “Praying with
Scripture”; and “The community of prayer.”

Ohio River
A group of Senior High youth from
Redeemer, Hyde Park, has been gathering
at the Chipotle restaurant in Oakley to read
and informally chat about the bible. They
begin the evening with prayer, read a Bible
passage and then talk about it-what grabs
them, what challenges them, what they don't
understand and where they feel God is calling them. Any group of Senior High (Grade
9-12) youth who would like to join them are
welcome, as long as they bring along one
adult for every six students attending. For
more information, contact the Rev. Alice
Connor at 513.321.6700, ext. 209 or e-mail
alice@redeemer-cincy.org.

Scioto River
All Saints, Portsmouth, has recently purchased a pipe organ from the Delaware Street
Baptist Church. The organ is now at PebblesHerzog, an organ installer, for modifications
before it can be installed at All Saints.
Installation of the organ is expected to begin
later this year.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information
about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese? Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, All Saints Episcopal Church, 610 Fourth Street, Portsmouth, Ohio 45662.
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ACNS: Anglicans will have a significant role in the World
Council of Churches over the next seven years, both through representation on the Central Committee and also by the election of Dr.
Mary Tanner, a member of the Church of England, as one of eight
regional presidents of the WCC. The presidents serve as the public
voice and face of the WCC in both their geographic regions and also
worldwide in the period between General Assemblies, as well as
being ex officio members of the WCC Central Committee. Tanner
was elected president for the European region.
Tanner has contributed to the ecumenical movement in a variety of
ways throughout the years. She has been a member of the WCC Faith
and Order Commission since 1974, serving as moderator from 1991
to 1998. She has also been a member of the Special Commission on
Orthodox Participation in the WCC since its inception in 1991.
Tanner has been involved in various ecumenical conversations on
behalf of the Anglican Communion, including the Anglican-Roman
Catholic conversation. From 1982 to 1998 she was active within the
Church of England body which ultimately became the Council for
Christian Unity, serving as its General Secretary from 1991 to 1998.

Upon the approval of her election as a WCC President, Tanner
said, “it is a huge privilege but also a great responsibility.”
Commenting on her election, the Rev. Canon Kenneth Kearon,
Secretary General of the Anglican Communion, said, “Mary Tanner
is a woman of proven ecumenical talent and experience. We are all
delighted with her appointment and support her with our prayers.”
Fifteen Anglicans were elected as members of the 150-person
Central Committee, representing 10% of the total. They come from
many different churches and regions of the Anglican Communion,
including Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, Uganda, West Africa,
Burundi, the Province of Aotearoa, New Zealand, and Polynesia,
Australia, Japan, the West Indies, Wales, England, Spain, Canada,
and the United States of America. This number includes eight
women and seven men, seven lay persons and eight ordained persons, as well as three youth.
“Having a strong Anglican presence on the WCC Central
Committee is important at a time when Anglicans are looking for
input from other churches regarding our current difficulties,” said
Dr. Agnes Abuom, a member of the Anglican Church of Kenya.

Three nominated by petition for PB
ENS: Three more bishops have been nominated by petition for
consideration as the 26th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church,
bringing the total number of nominees to seven.
Bishop Charles Edward Jenkins III of Louisiana and Bishop
Francisco Duque-Gomez of Colombia announced their intention to
accept nomination at the House of Bishops meeting at the Kanuga
Conference Center in Hendersonville, North Carolina.
Bishops J. Neil Alexander of Atlanta, Edwin F. Gulick, Jr., of
Kentucky, Katharine Jefferts Schori of Nevada, and Henry N. Parsley
Jr. of Alabama were nominated in January by the Joint Nominating
Committee for the Election of the Presiding Bishop. Bishop Stacy
Sauls of Lexington was nominated by petition in February.
All seven addressed the House of Bishops in a March 19 evening

S C H O L A R ’ S
Lately I have heard several times the
bit of “common wisdom” that “the Bible
has been translated so many times” that
we don't know what it said originally. I
dealt with this notion in my very first
“Scholar's Corner” column in November
of 2002. But perhaps it deserves revisiting from a slightly different angle.
If when people say “translated” they
mean rendered into a different language,
they need not be concerned because
almost any English translation of the
Bible has been translated only once: from
Hebrew to English for the Old Testament
and from Greek to English for the New
Testament. Yes, long ago (before the
Reformation) people made translations
of translations, but nowadays we work
from the original Hebrew and Greek of
the Bible.
But maybe when people say “translated,” they don't mean translation but
instead transcription: copying the words
you see before you in your “exemplar”
onto a blank page. The science of studying manuscripts to identify mistakes in
copying and to try to figure out what the
original wording was is called textual
criticism.

Great strides have been made in Old
and New Testament textual criticism in
the last 150 years or so. We have discovered a number of very old manuscripts (both Hebrew and Greek) that
have brought us much closer to the time
of composition of the biblical books and
therefore closer to their original wordings. This means that recent English
translations of the Bible that make use
of these ancient manuscripts get us far
closer to the original words of the Bible
than older English translations (like the
King James Version) which used
younger manuscripts that had been
more “corrupted” through scribal errors
that had crept into the text in the intervening centuries.
The famous Dead Sea Scrolls, for
example, include many Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testament -- all of
which are roughly 1,000 years older
than the medieval manuscripts upon
which we had relied. By being 1,000
years older, the Dead Sea manuscripts are also 1,000 years closer to
the time of composition of the Old
Testament books. We do not have the
originals for any biblical book, but

session devoted to hearing the nominees' views on the ministry of
the Presiding Bishop in church, national and global contexts. Bishop
Peter Lee of Virginia -- who co-chairs the Nominating Committee
with Diane Pollard of New York -- convened the two-hour session.
While the session was reserved for bishops only, views of the nominees will be published by April 10 concurrently with release of the
"Blue Book" reports to the upcoming 75th General Convention.
Each nominee by petition is subject to the same background
checks and screenings conducted for the four bishops selected by
the Nominating Committee, Lee and Pollard said, adding that April
1 is the deadline for any other nominees by petition. The election is
set for June 18 at Trinity, Capitol Square, during the House of
Bishops meeting at the 75th General Convention in Columbus.

C O R N E R

we are a lot
closer to those
Hebrew “autographs” than we
have been in
nearly
2,000
years.
The situation
is similar for the
New Testament.
Since 1868, we
have unearthed
94
papyrus
manuscripts of the New Testament in
the original Greek. These papyri are
significantly older than our other
manuscripts, getting us closer to the
original wording of the New
Testament than we used to be. Fiftyfour of the total 94 papyrus manuscripts are from around the year 300
or earlier, with some from the 200s
and some even from the 100s and
therefore only roughly 100 years distant from the originals. (One papyrus
manuscript of John, P52, is dated to
100-120 A.D. and is therefore less
than 30 years from the presumed date
of composition.) These discoveries of

11

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

earlier and better manuscripts of the
New Testament have brought us much
closer to the autographs than we were
before.
So we should not accept as true the
“common wisdom” that we don't know
what was originally in the Bible (and
therefore the Bible is irrelevant, so don't
quote it). We know quite well what is in
the Bible. We know what the words are.
That is not the problem. Understanding
what the biblical writers meant and the
relevance and implications of their words
for today (biblical interpretation) is
another matter. Disagreement about the
Bible then comes not over what the
words are but rather how to interpret and
apply the Bible.
The Rev. William Gartig is priest-incharge at St. Michael and All Angels,
Cincinnati. He has a doctorate degree in
religion from Hebrew Union College and
teaches religious studies at Northern
Kentucky University. Questions about the
Bible or other religious subjects may be
sent to 2146 Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CALENDAR
April
1 - Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be
offered at Ascension & Holy Trinity, 334 Burns Ave., Wyoming.
The program starts at 9 a.m. and generally finishes at 3 p.m. Preregistration and pre-payment are required. Register and pay online
by going to the diocesan website, then clicking on Administration,
Prevention. Payment can also be mailed to Geri McDaniel,
Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St. Cincinnati, 45202.
Make checks payable to the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Training
is required of all clergy, employees of a church, youth ministers,
Stephen Ministers, Eucharistic Visitors, counselors, volunteers,
any lay person that interacts or has care of children. Contact: the
Rev. Dcn. Peg Denton at 513.897.7414
6 - New Clergy Orientation Day at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: The Rev. Canon Vicki Zust
at 800.582.1712.
7-9 - Deacons' School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center,
Wing A. Contact: the Rev. David McCoy at the Anglican
Academy, 800.461.8424.
7 - Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: 1st vice chair Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141
11 - Renewal of Vows, Christ Chapel, Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 11 a.m.
15 - Area Confirmation for Dayton and Northwest deaneries, 7
p.m. at Christ Church, Springfield, 409 E. High Street.
21-23 - SOLLI retreat weekend. Contact: the Rev. David
McCoy, the Anglican Academy, 614.461.8429 or 800.461.8424
24 - Presbyters & Deacons meeting, at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 9:30 a.m. The speakers are the Rev. Gregory
Straub, executive officer of General Convention, and the Very
Rev. George Werner, president of the House of Deputies.
Register online at www.episcopal-dso.org, The Diocese, Clergy.
29 - Dayton Deanery Day celebration, at Christ Church, Dayton.
The day will start with a 9 a.m. worship service followed by breakout sessions geared for a variety of people. The program should conclude by noon. Contact: Provost Randal Young at 937.298.6165

REST IN PEACE
Attorney James H. McGee, a longtime member of St. Margaret, Trotwood, and the first
black mayor of the city of Dayton, Ohio died March 4. He was 87.
His wife, Elizabeth McCracken, died in 1988, after 40 years of marriage. He is survived by
two daughters and sons-in-law, E. Annette and Clifford Wright, Frances and Michael Cromartie;
and two grandchildren and a step-grandson. Services were held at St. Margaret's with the Rev.
Benjamin Speare-Hardy as celebrant. Memorials to the James H. and Elizabeth M. McGee Fund
and African American Community Fund 2100 Kettering Tower, Dayton, OH 45402.
Lee Ester Terrell, a longtime member of St. Michael & All Angels and active layperson in
the Diocese of Southern Ohio, died Feb. 16. She was 78. Services were held at St. Michael &
All Angels, with the Rev. William G. Gartig as celebrant.

CONGREGATIONS & CLERGY
Trinity, Troy, has called the Rev. Melody Williams as rector. The Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price
Jr. will preside at the Celebration of New Ministry on April 23 at 4 p.m. All are invited.
The Rev. David Howard is providing long-term supply at Grace, College Hill.
Bishop Price will preside at the Celebration of New Ministry for the Rev. Scott Albergate as
rector of Church of the Ascension, Middletown, on April 2 at 3:30 p.m. All are invited.
Bishop Price will preside at the Celebration of New Ministry for the Rev. Frederick Engdahl
as rector of St. Luke's, Marietta, on April 29 at 5:30 p.m. All are invited.
Church of the Good Shepherd, Athens, has called as its next rector the Rev. Dr. William
Carroll, a theology professor at Sewanee University. He and his wife, the Rev. Tracey Carroll,
will arrive in May.
The Rev. Vicki Smith, rector of St. Mark's, Upper Arlington, has announced that she will be
leaving the diocese in June. Her husband, Dr. Kevin Smith, has accepted a new position in
Durham, North Carolina, at Duke University.
The Rev. Art Hadley, rector of St. John's, Worthington, will be retiring in July.

Congregations in the search process:
Preparing profile: St. Peter's, Gallipolis; St. Peter's, Delaware
Interviewing: Trinity, London
Receiving names: St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville; St. Anne's, West Chester; St. James, Cincinnati
Interviewing: Holy Trinity, Oxford; St. James, Columbus
For more information, contact the Canon Vicki Zust, canon to the ordinary, the Diocese of Southern Ohio,
412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Phone: 800.582.1712. E-mail: vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org.

May
5-7 - Deacons' School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center,
Wing A. Contact: the Rev. David McCoy at the Anglican
Academy, 800.461.8424
6 - Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be
offered at St. Christopher, 1501 N. Broad Street, Fairborn. The
program starts at 9 a.m. and generally finishes at 3 p.m. See registration information above.
7 - Area Confirmation for Columbus area, at St. James,
Clintonville, 3400 Calumet Street. 4 p.m.
13 - Deacons ordination, Christ Church Cathedral, 318 E.
Fourth Street, Cincinnati 45202, 11 a.m. Red stoles.
20 - Diocesan Council meeting. Contact: 1st vice chair Chips
Lanier at 937.258.0141.
25 - Area confirmation for eastern area, at St. Philip, Circleville,
129 W. Mound Street. 7 p.m.

Save the date:
Oct. 7: Fall Clergy Gathering at Procter Camp & Conference Center

POSTINGS
Part-time Director of Christian Education: Looking for a
person to coordinate and lead a program for preschool to young
adults. Ideal candidate should be a baptized Christian, preferably Episcopalian, and comfortable discussing faith issues with
people and their families. Responsibilities include: developing
a youth ministry program for middle school to college age;
overseeing and managing Sunday School; assisting young people in planning and scheduling special worship services; leading a Vacation Bible School program for ages 3 to 12; and
recruiting and training volunteers.
Good communication and management skills are a must.
Opportunities for training workshops available. Hours flexible;
up to 20 hours per week, with a minimum of two hours on
Sunday. Send resume to: St James Episcopal Church, 3207
Montana Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45211, Attn: Human
Resources.

APRIL VISITATIONS
2

Bishop Price

Bishop Folts

St. Francis, Springboro
3:30 p.m. Ascension, Middletown
Celebration of New Ministry
Ascension, Middletown
Trinity, Hamilton
3:30 p.m. Ascension, Middletown
St. Stephen, Columbus

8 (Saturday)

Bishop Price

St. George, Washington Township

9 (Palm Sunday)

Bishop Price
Canon Mycoff

St. George, Washington Township
St. Paul, Chillicothe

15 (Easter Eve)

Bishop Price
Canon Zust

7 p.m. Christ Church, Springfield
Christ Church, Springfield

16 (Easter)

Bishop Price
Canon Zust
Canon Mycoff

St. Paul, Oakwood
St. James, Zanesville
St. Paul, Chillicothe

19

Bishop Price

Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming

23

Bishop Price

St. Margaret, Trotwood
4 p.m. Trinity, Troy
Celebration of New Ministry
St. James, Zanesville
Holy Spirit, Forest Park
St. Anne, West Chester

Canon Zust
Canon Mycoff

Canon Zust
Canon Mycoff
Bishop Said
29 (Saturday)

Bishop Price

5:30 p.m. St. Luke, Marietta
Celebration of New Ministry

30

Bishop Price
Canon Zust
Canon Mycoff

St. Luke, Marietta
St. Luke, Marietta
St. Paul, Chillicothe
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Public policy notes
Immigration reform has become a
major legislative issue in Washington.
Some bills seek to remedy long-standing problems regarding labor force
needs, worker rights and reunification
of families. Others are related to
enforcement of borders. The Episcopal
Church has strong policies supporting
our Gospel mandate to extend hospitality to the stranger and concern for
workers and their labor.
The House recently passed HR 4437,
the Border Protection, Antiterrorism,
and Illegal Immigration Control Act of
2005, immigration reform legislation
that focuses solely on the security and
enforcement aspects of immigration
reform. Among the bill's many provisions is one that may make it unlawful
for those who commit acts of compassion -- like volunteers in houses of worship -- to relieve the plight of an undocumented person by doing something as
simple as giving them water or food.
Currently, the Senate is considering the
Comprehensive Immigration Reform

An Irish blessing

JEFFREY S.
PRICE

Act of 2006,
introduced by
S e n a t e
Judiciary
Committee
Chairman
Arlen Specter
(R-PA). While
we
support
some of its
provisions,
unfortunately it
contains many
of the punitive provisions in HR 4437.
Right now, we have a unique opportunity to affect meaningful immigration reform that upholds the just and
humane treatment of newcomers while
observing appropriate security measures in protecting our nation. The
stakes are high - and you have a chance
to make a difference.
For more information on immigration
reform, please contact Richard Parkins
or the Rev. John Denaro 800.334.7626
or Molly Keane at 202.547.7300.

The third annual St. Patrick's Day Celebration at St. Luke's in Marietta was originally
founded as an event to raise the parish's profile in the community. The rather untraditional but truly Irish menu consists of limerick ham (pork steamed in cider, glazed and
baked), champ (potatoes mashed with drawn butter and scallions), Irish stew, soda
bread and Irish apple cake. All proceeds are used for the upkeep of the parish hall
and to continue to make it available for community groups at reduced or no cost.

Mary Jane Mulford, St. Luke's, Marietta

Guidelines for Lay Eucharistic Visitors training
BY THE REV. CANON VICKI ZUST
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Because the various congregations of the diocese
employ the ministry of Lay Eucharistic Visitors in different
ways, it makes sense for the training of Lay Eucharistic
Visitors to take place in the congregation rather than at a
diocesan level.
It is expected that the priest or deacon responsible for
overseeing the ministry of the Lay Eucharistic Visitors will
conduct the training, with the assistance of an experienced
Lay Eucharistic Visitor if appropriate.
It also is expected that the training of Lay Eucharistic
Visitors will cover the following points:
■ The Canon of the Episcopal Church that covers the
ministry of Lay Eucharistic Visitors (see box)
■ The ministries of presence, healing and hope that are
part of the ministry of the Lay Eucharistic Visitor
■ An expectation of respect and care for the person
being visited, the family and other caregivers of that person
■ The use of the service of Communion Under Special
Circumstances in the Book of Common Prayer and the
ways in which that service may be adapted to particular circumstances
■ The practices of reporting and recording the visits
■ Any policies, practices or other information specific
to the congregation
It is recommended that a trainee Lay Eucharistic Visitor
accompany an experienced LEV on several visits. After
training is complete, the rector, vicar or priest-in-charge
should write a letter to Kay Sturm at the Bishop's Center at
125 E. Broad St, Columbus 43215, requesting a LEV
license or complete the report form on the diocesan website
(www.episcopal-dso.org, under Administration, Licenses).
Sexual Misconduct and Child Abuse Prevention Training
is required for Lay Eucharistic Visitors. No license will be
issued until that training is complete. Trainings are scheduled every month, with the location moving around the diocese. Contact Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712 for information on training dates and locations or check the calendar
page of the diocesan website. Go online at www.episcopaldso.org, Administration, Prevention.

TITLE III
CANON 4: Of Licensed Ministries
Sec. 1. (a) A confirmed communicant in good standing or, in extraordinary circumstances, subject to guidelines established by the Bishop, a communicant in good standing, may be
licensed by the Ecclesiastical Authority to serve as Pastoral Leader, Worship Leader, Preacher,
Eucharistic Minister, Eucharistic Visitor, or Catechist. Requirements and guidelines for the selection, training, continuing education, and deployment of such persons, and the duration of
licenses shall be established by the Bishop in consultation with the Commission on Ministry.
Sec. 2. (a) The Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or
other community of faith may request the Ecclesiastical Authority with jurisdiction to license
persons within that congregation or other community of faith to exercise such ministries. The
license shall be issued for a period of time to be determined under Canon III.4.1(a) and may
be renewed. The license may be revoked by the Ecclesiastical Authority upon request of or upon
notice to the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or
other community of faith.
(b) In renewing the license, the Ecclesiastical Authority shall consider the performance of the
ministry by the person licensed, continuing education in the licensed area, and the endorsement of the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or
other community of faith in which the person is serving.
(c) A person licensed in any Diocese under the provisions of this Canon may serve in another
congregation or other community of faith in the same or another Diocese only at the invitation
of the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight, and with the consent of the
Ecclesiastical Authority in whose jurisdiction the service will occur.
Sec. 7. A Eucharistic Visitor is a lay person authorized to take the Consecrated Elements in a
timely manner following a Celebration of Holy Eucharist to members of the congregation who,
by reason of illness or infirmity, were unable to be present at the Celebration. A Eucharistic
Visitor should normally act under the direction of a Deacon, if any, or otherwise, the Member of
the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith.
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Reflection: My Dad’s camel
BY JONI L. FEARING
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
There are two items that I received following my
father's death that are very special to me. One is his
cross, which hangs on my wall and is a constant
reminder of my father's faith. My father was a devout
Christian, and he worked hard to share that faith with
his children. The other piece of memorabilia sits on
my shelf as a reminder of something else - something
I'm equally proud of about my dad - and that's my
dad's camel. Not a real camel, of course, but a small
one made of wood. This particular camel has nothing
to do with the rich not getting to heaven, or the travels of the three wise men, but it is a witness of faith,
wisdom and one man's journey through a life-changing experience. My dad's camel frames the last
medallion he received from Alcoholics Anonymous
(AA) before he died; given to him on the day he celebrated 28 years of sobriety. The camel, as it turns
out, can go for 24 hours without a drink of water,
therefore representing the one-day-at-a-time philosophy of AA.
One day at a time, sound familiar? It should. Think
about Jesus' words in Matthew 6:34a, “Take therefore
no thought for the morrow, for the morrow shall take
thought for the things of itself.” In fact, the foundation
of the Twelve Steps of AA rests heavily on the Bible.
The precursor to today's twelve-step model was called
the Oxford Group, which was based on the religious
principals of dependence on God, confession and
accountability. But the Oxford Group also required
that members believe in specific creeds and doctrines,
and this made people from other faith traditions, as
well as atheists and agnostics, uncomfortable.
Although the Oxford Group did help people recover
from alcoholism, its membership began to decline.
In 1935, Bill W., a member of the Oxford Group,
realized something needed to change. He had a spiritual awakening, and with the help of another struggling
alcoholic, Dr. Bob S., from Akron, founded today's version of AA. An Episcopal priest, the Rev. Sam

All Saints, Portsmouth, held a special service,
Recovery Sunday, on March 26. All Saints houses
one of the oldest chapters of Alcoholic's Anonymous
in Ohio (about 60 years old), as well as Al-Anon, for
the family and friends of alcoholics, and Narcotics
Anonymous, which addresses drug addiction.
Participants in these meetings and people from the
community were invited to a Morning Prayer Service
to celebrate recovery.

Shoemaker, played a role in the beginnings of the program. Bill W. and Dr. Bob
introduced language that could be accepted by just about anyone, such as “God as
you understand God,” and “reliance on a
Higher Power.” They also developed the
Twelve Traditions of AA, which state that AA
groups have “no other affiliation.” So, although
it may seem that churches are doing outreach by having twelve-step meetings in their common areas, the
meetings are in reality only renting space (the traditions
also require meetings be autonomous and self-supporting). Meetings also can be found in schools, libraries
and community halls. Many other groups have adapted
AA's twelve steps to address numerous addictions, such
as drugs, gambling and food.
Serving on the Recovery Sunday Committee at All
Saint's, Portsmouth, gave me a chance to reflect on
my dad's journey, as well as how I can live out my
faith and his legacy by sharing the message with others who suffer. And what better way to do this than
to invite recovering and still suffering people to
church, right? Or is it? As our committee began its
planning of our celebration of recovery, we came up
against some of those early struggles that the Oxford
Group experienced. If we stress that church attendance can help people who struggle with addiction,
might we be inadvertently suggesting that some
understandings of a Higher Power aren't quite right?

Could we unwittingly make people think that if they
would just come to church and pray that they can be
healed of their addictions? Although this certainly
can happen, we also realize that God has been healing addicts through twelve-step meetings and recovery centers for years. Also, we realized it would not
be appropriate to hand out our Recovery Sunday flyers at twelve-step meetings, as this would violate
their traditions.
Our focus became threefold: to invite people to
church, to teach about addictions and treatment, and to celebrate recovery! We distributed flyers and posters, and we placed
newspaper ads and sent our announcements
to local radio stations. A local pastor, who
has been involved in assisting people with
addictions for years, was invited to preach.
And we included twelve-step meeting
leaflets and area meeting schedules in our
church bulletins. We made a joyful noise, singing
the Prayer of St. Francis and All to Jesus I Surrender.
The service was indeed a celebration.
Our hope is that by sharing the message of recovery and by inviting recovering people to church, we
can build bridges of understanding and community
and open the door to help and healing for those who
need it. Recovery Sunday encompassed all addictions by teaching people that addiction is a disease,
not a bad habit, or a mental illness, or a sign of weak
character. And we stressed that there is hope. My
father was able to stay sober for 28 years by trusting God, and by living life one day at a time. Dad
would be pleased to know that the message of
recovery is still going strong, just like his trusty
camel.
Joni Fearing is a member of All Saints, Portsmouth.
For resources and more information about holding a
Recovery Sunday, go to www.episcopalrecovery.org To
read Samuel Shoemaker's essay “What the Church has
to Learn from Alcoholics Anonymous,” go to:
http://praiseofglory.com/aashoemaker.htm

A Servanthood of Ministry
“make Christ and his redemptive love known . . . to those among whom you live,
and work, and worship.” [The Ordination of a Deacon, BCP, p. 543]
BY SALLY B. SEDGWICK
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
So what does a deacon do apart from
reading the Gospel on Sunday or holding
the bishop's crozier in special services?
Gary Givler lived the servant ministry
to which all Christians are called. Beside
all the familiar leadership roles within
his congregation, he was drawn to youth
ministry, eventually becoming a volunteer chaplain at Cincinnati Children's
Hospital Medical Center. Hearing more
about deacons, he asked his rector
“Would that express my ministry?” “Not
now” was the response. But a few years
later, the response changed. “It's time to
explore the diaconate.”
In the business world, Givler is an
officer for The Cincinnati Insurance
Companies. Now a vice president, his
secular career took off after he began
focusing on his diaconal studies. After

ordination, Givler discovered his new
calling demanded even more training,
and he pursued a degree in pastoral
counseling through The Athenaeum of
Ohio. Now, whether offering an invocation at a meeting, counseling a co-worker or leading a seminar for law enforcement officers on diffusing anger in conflict situations, ordination has allowed
him to claim a public, if unofficial, role
within the company. When a face
appears at his door, he asks himself,
“Which person did they come to see -manager or deacon?”
Outside the workplace, he has traded
his role at Children's Hospital for the
Cincinnati community of Northside.
Formally assigned to St. Philip's, Givler
ministers to Northside's diverse and often
displaced community members. One of
his first projects was to help rescue a
local outreach program. Now CAIN
(Churches Active in Northside) has its
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own facility with a mission of “providing
emergency assistance, outreach to youth
and children and community-building
events and activities.” And you still see
this deacon's love of children and youth.
On any given Monday night, Givler is
buying dinner for five or six “street kids,”
a couple of the older volunteers, and his
wife. There's no agenda except for some
cheeseburgers and people sharing a meal.
“What's my time in Northside worth?
I have no idea.” For him, the diaconate is
about living the tension between secular,
family and church identities - and “getting your 'self' out of the way.”
Gary and Susan Givler have two
grown sons and “3 1/2” grandchildren.
A Servanthood of Ministry is a regular
column sharing the ministry of deacons.
Want to learn more about the diaconate?
Contact the Rev. David McCoy
at 614.461.8429.

The Rev. Dcn. Gary Givler

REFLECTIONS

Lay theologian: Bible Face-Off
Imagine we could gather personalities from the
Bible for a game show each year on April Fool's Day.
Let's have two announcers narrate as the cameras cut
back and forth from action to commentary.
David: Welcome to the annual Bible Face-Off,
with the Hebrew Bible team, or OT, competing
against the New Testament team, the NT. Each side
makes its point by posing a question, aiming for the
best two out of three. The object is to ask questions
that put the team's scriptures in the better light.
Jon: That's right, David. This year's judges are the
Ethiopian Eunuch, Queen Esther and King Solomon
as our head judge. Team members are limited to a
brief question, unless the judges ask for clarification.
David: Since the NT won last year, Jon, we're here
this year at the pearly gates themselves, in the newly
opened Grand Auditorium Worship Center.
Jon: What an improvement, David, and we have a
full house tonight. Representing the OT this year are
Deborah and Isaiah.
David: And representing the NT are Mary
Magdalene and Paul.
Jon: The away team poses the first question, David.
Deborah is coming to the mic for the OT.
Deborah: Which Scripture contains the most
excessive duplication?
David: She's asked an odd question, Jon. And the
judges have signaled that Deborah needs to clarify.
Deborah: I concede that there are two creation stories and flood stories, and that First and Second
Chronicles cover the same events as the books of
First and Second Samuel and First and Second Kings,
but there are FOUR gospels.
David: That may do it, Jon! Deborah knows how

those judges think.
Jon: Yes, David, and the
judges have awarded the first
question to the OT. Mary
Magdalene is coming to the
mic for the NT.
Mary Magdalene: Which
Scripture covers the greatest
span of time?
David: A bad start, Jon! The
OT begins at creation and ends
historically with Ezra and
Nehemiah at the time of Socrates
in the fifth century b.c.e. The NT covers only about 90 years.
Can you tell what the judges are conferring about?
Jon: It's a clever question, David. John 1:1 begins
even before creation, and Revelation covers events
that occur after the end of the world.
David: Oh! The judges have ruled in favor of the
NT. It's tied up, Jon, and Solomon and Paul are coming to the mic to determine who will pose the tiebreaking question, using the traditional method.
“Rock, paper, scissors, shoot!”
Jon: Paul's rock beats Isaiah's scissors, David, so
Paul is staying at the mic.”
Paul: Which Scripture makes God more easily
understandable?
David: What do you think Paul means, Jon?
Jon: The judges have asked him to clarify.
Paul: The OT offers many portraits of the Holy One,
some highly emotional and some quite subtle. But they
are, frankly, all over the place -- not very helpful for the
simple. When you take the gospel to the Gentiles, you
have to be concrete. Indeed, in the OT they're always
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backsliding to idolatry. The ancient Hebrews wanted
something concrete too! The NT tells of God in a way
that's easier to make into pictures.
David: He has a point, Jon! The judges are conferring, and it doesn't look good for the OT. It appears
Solomon will address the teams.
Solomon: We judges are unsure, Paul, whether the NT
portraits of God are much easier to understand. Mark is
simple and direct, but John is so abstract and cosmological.
Then there's the Christian idea of the Trinity, which is not
spelled out very clearly in the NT. Isaiah, the judges would
like you to come back to the mic and address this matter.”
David: A very unusual request, Jon! Isaiah is coming forward.
Isaiah: Honorable Judges, if Jesus was the prophesied
one, the suffering servant, if all the signs of his being the
Messiah are already described in the OT, aren't the NT's
representations of God based on the OT's? Indeed, doesn't the Christian idea of the Trinity both incorporate and
add new perspectives on the God of the OT?
■■■
If I were finishing this story, I would have the wise
king, our head judge, comment on the incomprehensibility of God, on the way our scriptures offer us, not various parts of a single perspective, but instead multiple
perspectives on God. He would point out that we
should not become fixed on any images. Indeed, as we
approach images of the Resurrection, we look beyond
the pictures to greater truths than we can imagine.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor and chair of the
Department of Philosophy, Wittenberg University. His email address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.

Love Song: St. Patrick lights a fire
On our first morning in Ireland, my wife and I
drove to Tara and heard the first of many stories
about St. Patrick. In the days that followed, we found
no place on that lovely island where Patrick was not
remembered for some wonderful act.
At St. Patrick's Cathedral in Dublin, we found a
stone that marked the site of St. Patrick's Well, where
he baptized many of his converts.
In a chapel atop the Rock of Cashel, we heard the
story of the baptism of King Aengus on the ancient
coronation stone. Patrick was old and feeble, and to
support himself he drove the spiked point of his staff
firmly into the earth -- and accidentally through the
king's foot. The king did not cry out in pain; later he
revealed that he thought it was part of the ritual.
But it's at Tara, the ancient seat of the high king,
that we learned what Patrick was made of.
He wasn't the first Christian missionary to visit
Ireland. His predecessors had little success in converting the Irish from the Druid religion.
Nevertheless, it was decided to send Patrick as a missionary bishop from France. Patrick had already been
to the pagan land. In his youth, the Scottish-born
Patrick had been kidnapped and enslaved in Ireland
for a number of years before escaping.
Patrick was a man of faith and determination and
bore a quality that isn't developed or willed but is a gift
of God, a grace -- he was a man in whom people recognized authority. He had some early successes in his
mission to Ireland, but the work was slow, and he soon
realized that he must take into consideration the system
of Irish society and its traditions. He must deal with the
rulers. Christianity had learned long before that in religion, as the king goes, so go the king's subjects.
In the Irish hierarchy, there were innumerable tribal kings. Above them were six more important kings.
And above everyone, there was the high king at Tara.
Patrick and his men set out for Tara.
In the Druid religion, on the first day of what they
considered summer -- although it was only March -the festival of Beltane was observed by the lighting of

a fire at Tara. The high king
and all lesser kings were
present. All the fires in
Ireland were extinguished.
No one in the land was
allowed to kindle a light
until the gleam from the
royal hill of Tara proclaimed
the resurrection of the lifegiving sun from his winter's
death, and fire was carried
to the people. To break this
rule was punishable by
death, and Patrick knew it.
There was deep darkness
over the land as Patrick and
his company arrived at Slane, ten miles from Tara.
This year the pagan festival and Easter Eve fell on the
same night. In the darkness, before the high king
could light his fire, Patrick lit a huge blaze at Slane.
In the king's palace, there was first surprise, then consternation, then rage.
The king and his Druid priests, in eight chariots,
sped toward Slane. A large crowd had already gathered. Patrick walked through the crowd to meet the
king, and as he walked, he sang, “Some in chariots
and some on horse, but we in the Name of the Lord.”
The people were charmed by the song, and they
were impressed by the courage of these Christians in
defying the king and his priests. It was the beginning
of the end for the Druids. Legend tells that when they
first saw Patrick's fire, the Druids told the king,
“Unless it be put out on this night on which it has
been lighted up, it will not be put out forever.
Moreover, it will overcome all the fires of our religion. And he who kindled it…will overcome both all
of us and you, too.”
Tradition also says that the hymn known as “St.
Patrick's Breastplate” was composed for the protection of the little band of Christians as they prepared
to meet the king:
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I bind this day to me forever, by power of faith, Christ's
Incarnation; his baptism in the Jordan River; his death
on cross for my salvation; his bursting from the spiced
tomb; his riding up the heavenly way; his coming at the
day of doom; I bind unto myself today…Christ be with
me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before
me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort
and restore me. Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all
that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. I
bind unto myself the Name, the strong Name of the
Trinity, by invocation of the same, the Three in One, and
One in Three. Of whom all nature hath creation, eternal
Father, Spirit, Word: praise to the Lord of my salvation,
salvation is of Christ the Lord.
The Druid prophecy was right. The fire lit that
night on the hill at Slane has never gone out.
Troubled as the history of Ireland is, and as superstitious as have been many of its Christian converts, the
fire that Patrick lit on Easter Eve has burned in Irish
hearts for more than 1,500 years, and in times that
followed, when darkness threatened to reclaim
Britain and Western Europe, the fire was carried back
to those people from Ireland by great Celtic saints.
Through the centuries, before Patrick and after, the
holy fire has been carried into every place on earth by
giants of the faith whose names we remember, and by
little ones known now only to God. Catholic or
Protestant, people of other faiths or none, have come
within the circle of that fire's warmth and light.
In our churches on Easter Eve, a fire is kindled, and
the Paschal Candle is lit from it. The candle will burn
at every service for the 50 days of Eastertide. It is a
symbol of the holy fire of life and love and hope and
faith in the hearts of Christians as we celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus.
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the
Diocese of Lexington and a former senior editor of
Forward Movement Publications.

NEWS

witnessing

miracles
BY ROGER SPEER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Youth on the Exodus retreat designed these banners to hang in St.
Edward's.

Sermon

Pillars of fire, parting of oceans, manna
from heaven. Maybe we didn't see those particular events happen at the Exodus weekend
at St. Edward, Whitehall, in February, but we
did see some miracles. That's for sure.
Maybe it was how high school students
evaluated their life according to the exodus
story - when were they imprisoned, wandering a desert and in the promised land.
Maybe it was watching them scent and
package all the oils the clergy of the diocese will receive during Holy Week to heal,
to baptize, to bless. Maybe it was the truly
miraculous transformation of the space at
St. Edwards: creating a new office for deacon-in-training Irene Radcliff and hanging
two amazing banners in the sanctuary.
Maybe it was decorating 1,000 key chains
to give as welcome gifts to General
Convention deputies and bishops at Port
Columbus airport this June. Maybe it was
seeing our youth walking the labyrinth and

seeking healing prayer on Saturday night.
Maybe it was an earth-shattering worship
service on Sunday morning that left us all a
little giddy.
Pick any moment of the Exodus weekend,
and you'll see a miracle. I am so proud of the
ministry of our high school and adult staff,
and especially Maggie Foster and her mentor,
Jaime Kent. They gave this retreat its own
identity and started a true movement, a revolution of prayer and ministry and service that
I'm hoping most of you have already felt in
the students who returned home from the
weekend.
We are blessed in Southern Ohio with a
vibrant and creative generation of disciples,
willing and eager to serve others in Christ's
name, and I hope you take time to ask wholeheartedly the youth of your church how and
where they are called to serve, because they
might surprise you by their answers.
Roger Speer is the director of youth ministries
for the diocese. Contact him at
dsodym@sbcglobal.net or 614.461.8429.

Serve others, not for reward but as Jesus commands

I will be honest: When I started thinking about this
we always help those in need. It is as simple as that. If
sermon, I became a little nervous. I began to search for
we see someone drop his or her books in the hallway,
the right words to say, the right words to inspire a
we are given a choice: we can help pick up the books,
room full of young people to serve others. What could
or we can keep walking. Service is about choosing to
an 18-year-old girl possibly say to a room of her peers
help, choosing to pick up those books. Service is about
to make them want to serve -- to devote themselves to
wanting to pick up those books.
the service of others? As I began to think of what to
Peter tells us to “Be shepherds of God's flock that is
say, I thought of the great speeches of our time; about
under your care, serving as overseers -- not because
what it was that made these speeches great. Now, I will
you must, but because you are willing, as God wants
never have the gift of words like Martin Luther King
you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve.”
Jr., John F. Kennedy or Golda Meir, but I do have one
We are to watch over God's people. We are to watch
thing in common with all of them: I believe wholeover one another. Not because we have to, but because
heartedly in the concept of service.
we want to. There will be no earthly rewards for helpSo, here we are in the Episcopal Church of St.
ing others. You will not receive a gold star. You will
Edward. St. Edward's is named for St. Edward the
never be nationally recognized, and I doubt any of us
Confessor of England. St. Edward was the ruler of
will become saints. We are God's people, God's flock.
England for many years and was beloved by his peoWe are to watch over one another as a shepherd watchple. He was one of his people, just as Jesus was one of
es over his sheep. We do not serve one another for
us. He did not hold himself above his subjects and their
reward, but because we are God's people, and we are
happiness always came first to him. Edward's reign Service was a key component of the Exodus retreat. Here
commanded by His son to do so.
was one of almost unbroken peace, fighting only Maggie Foster and others help renovate a basement office.
Service is not about looking good on college appliagainst invasion by Wales and against MacBeth of
cations. Service is about making a choice, a concerted
Scotland. The defining trait of Edward was that his first priority was for the wel- effort into putting the needs of others before our own needs. Luckily, we have
fare of his people. He was unafraid to lay hands on the sick, and it is reported that many people whose example has paved for us a way of greatness. We have St.
many people were cured by him.
Edward, we have Mother Teresa, and we have Gandhi. Oh, and we can't forget
A thousand years later, his works of service to his people are still remembered. Jesus. All of us will follow in their examples. We will always aim to ensure the
He cared enough for his people to put their happiness first, and this is exactly what welfare of our people, and it will not be easy. Some people are hard to serve. But
Jesus has commanded that we do. We are to love unselfishly; we are to serve oth- we will not give up. We have been commanded to serve others, and we will do
ers without expecting anything in return. We are to love and serve others as Christ so. Jesus served without expectation. We will do likewise. We will serve others,
loved and served us. St. Edward answered this call. He loved and served just as Jesus has served us.
unselfishly. And now, as we sit in this hallowed place commemorating St.
Edward, we are reminded to live a life of service.
Maggie Foster was the Design Team Leader for Exodus 3.
This does not mean that we have to donate all of our money to charity and
She delivered this sermon during the primary Sunday worship service at St.
become monks and nuns. This does not mean that we must spend every waking Edward's. The service was a typical Sunday Eucharist, except that students led most
hour at homeless shelters and soup kitchens. We are not vying for sainthood. But,
parts of the worship. Foster attends Christ Church, Glendale. She is a senior
this does mean that when presented with a choice -- to help others or not -- that
in high school and plans to attend The Ohio State University in the fall.
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