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of First
Communion.
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Easter

St. Christopher’s adds new
dimension to service
BY JULIE MURRAY
INTERCHANGE ASSISTANT EDITOR
Directing a congregation to focus outwardly to the
world rather than inwardly on itself is a challenge
for any priest. But when that congregation has been
torn apart by the controversies facing the Episcopal
Church and Anglican Communion, the challenge
becomes all the more daunting. For one local priest,
a radical idea has evolved into a plan for her congregation to begin the task of living the Gospel in their
community and the world, and healing itself from the
outside in.
For the Rev. Ruth Paulus, rector of St. Christopher,
Fairborn, it began with an article in the local paper.
A pastor was planning to take his congregation out
of the church on Sunday and instead of just doing
a church service, they would be the church out in

the community instead. This was just the kind of
thing Paulus was looking to do at St. Christopher’s,
a congregation that lost much of its membership in
2003 following General Convention’s consent to
the consecration of New Hampshire Bishop Gene
Robinson, an openly gay, partnered man. Paulus
was looking for a way to shift the mindset of the
congregation from themselves to the community,
a way to fully engage the parish into serving their
neighbors. But for Paulus, an active community
volunteer, one day of service wasn’t enough. Why
not every month?
She took her idea to her vestry. One Sunday, every
month, she would offer a short Eucharist at an earlier time – and then everyone would leave the worship service and let their service begin. Parishioners
PLEASE SEE SERVICE, PAGE 7

New ministry
serves soldiers,
families
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

Joseph Jeffcott put on his flak jacket and picked up his weapons
from the armory. Then he headed to a pre-convoy briefing to hear
which high-value assets such as tanks, Humvees and fire trucks
that his naval reserve unit would protect as the equipment traveled
from ports to posts inside Iraq.
Nearly 7,000 miles away in a suburb of Cincinnati, Julie Jeffcott
woke up their four children – triplet preschool boys and a teenage
son. She dressed the children, packed lunches, sent checks in for
school pictures. Then she headed to work as a kindergarten teacher.
While her husband was deployed for 14 months, Julie handled
– for the first time – the family finances. The triplets, only 4 years
old when Daddy left, didn’t understand, so Julie played a game
with the alphabet. They studied one letter for two weeks. When
they got to Z, Daddy would be home.
On the fifth anniversary of the Iraq war, the casualties continue
to mount. There are the hard statistics: Nearly 4,000 troops and
about 60,000 Iraqi civilians dead. At least 40,000 wounded soldiers. 145 suicides. Then there are the casualties that are harder
to quantify: the families left behind, with no one to call when the
pipes burst or the furnace breaks. The financial hardship when the
breadwinner leaves for a year. The returning soldier who looks for
roadside bombs on Interstate 71.
“It’s hard transitioning back into
your real life,” says Joseph Jeffcott. “I
was nervous around crowds. I would
drive too fast, always looking over my
shoulder, afraid to be in any closedin situation … In talking with other
veterans, I realized that I’m not the
only one who feels this way. In my
own unit, we’ve had a suicide. Drug
and alcohol users. There are places to
turn, but most of them aren’t good. If
I hadn’t had my faith and the whole
church standing behind me, it could
have led to alcohol, drugs and problems with my wife and family.”
Jeffcott and a group of 50 volunteers from St. Timothy’s, Anderson
Township, are determined to provide
soldiers and their families another
place to turn. On Veteran’s Day
2007, the congregation launched
a new ministry: B.O.O.T.S. – the
Benevolent Order of Those Serving.
PLEASE SEE SOLDIERS, PAGE 8
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Christ is risen: Be daring in joy
Christ is risen! We are truly free, in the light of that
proclamation, to will and to do things which defy the
cynicism and self-interest that seek to dominate our
world.
It’s easy for us to forget that Easter marks the beginning of our spiritual journey, not its end. During Lent we
took on disciplines that reminded us of our dependence
on God and refocused our attention on the basics of our
faith. But we can find ourselves at the end of Lent saying,
“Thank God that’s over. I’ve proved I can do it – now
I can get on with my life, with the reasonable assurance
that I am a good person.”
That’s all wrong, of course. Whatever we’ve done
during Lent to reconnect ourselves with Jesus is simply
a prelude to the adventure and challenge of Easter. Jesus’
bursting from the tomb changes everything. This is not
simply a reassertion that God’s in his heaven and all’s
right with the world. God became one with humankind in
Jesus, who is the very word of God made flesh. God did
this in order to be in an ever closer relationship with each
of us. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is just the beginning of God’s plan to connect with each of us in a new
way. The good news is that, however hard we have tried
to push God away, we have not succeeded. Now what?
I don’t mean to suggest that we don’t want to be close
to God. That is surely our deepest desire, since we were
created by God in God’s image, so that we might be
free to love as God loves. But I do think that we all are
infected with the sinful notion that love must be earned,
and that there are therefore limits to our obligation to love
our neighbor as ourselves. This notion is sinful because it
flies in the face of God’s own agenda, revealed in Jesus
Christ, to love us first and work the kinks out later. We
resist that agenda because it reflects such deep and radical revisions in our understandings of ourselves.
God’s agenda shows us that we are required to live out
at one and the same time an unqualified acceptance of
one another and a heightened sensitivity to the moral life
as a life of scrupulous care for one another.
But there is a further journey that is demanded of all of

us in the Easter season. Beyond
God’s love for us, beyond the
demand that we love one another,
is the invitation to believe that
the victory of love over evil has
already been won. That conviction is the source of all truly effective Christian action in the world.
Because Jesus has conquered
sin and death, we are free to take
initiatives that would seem unrealistic in any other context.
Because Jesus is risen from the
dead, we are free to persevere in
our witness despite hardship, and
to die to ourselves in order to be
better witnesses, individually and corporately, to Christ.
Because we have been lifted in to a new place by the
Holy Spirit, the risen Christ’s first gift to us, we are willing to enter into strange new territory, knowing that God
will not abandon us. What is this strange new territory?
Mission.
In the Gospels, mission is all about witness to the
resurrection. The word “mission” has to do with being
sent, and the first witnesses to the resurrection – Mary
Magdalene and then the rest of the disciples – are sent
by Jesus to proclaim that he is risen from the dead. This
proclamation bears within it the blessed assurance of
God’s continued love and forgiveness. And so the resurrection of Jesus means a radical new start for all of his
followers, begun in this life, and completed in ways that
we who stand on this side of death cannot imagine. It’s
a new start because it presents us with a moral universe
based on forgiveness rather than merit. This is the sum
total of Jesus’ ministry, and this is what God vindicated
by raising him from the dead.
To buy into this moral universe, this economy of grace,
may seem like leaping into the dark, without any sure
place from which to judge ourselves or others. This is
part of what we mean when we say that in Baptism we

BISHOP
THOMAS E.
BREIDENTHAL

die in Christ, in order that we may rise with him. We
cling to Christ, and so to God’s unmerited love for us;
we die to everything that makes us morally righteous in
the world’s eyes. So, instead of resting comfortably with
our privilege, with our settled roles in our parishes, with
the roles others have imposed on us, we dare to reach out
in love to the unloved, the lonely, the very ones perhaps
who make us most angry or frightened.
That is to say, Christian mission requires that we yield
ourselves to the blinding light of the resurrection. We
cannot act effectively in the world as agents of Christ
without undergoing the disorientation that comes with
Easter, causing us to re-evaluate every aspect of our lives
in the light of Christ’s glory. But we also cannot give ourselves over to Easter joy and Easter hope without being
compelled by that joy and that hope to make a difference
in the world.
This is why arguments about whether mission is about
evangelism or about systemic social change fail to get at
the heart of it. True mission – being driven into the world
as a messenger of the resurrection – is surely about both
witness and social challenge. This is the true ethics of joy.
I am glad that Easter’s 50 days surpass Lent’s by 10
– it takes time to live into joy. It always dismays me how
quick I am to forget God’s blessings, and to meet each
new challenge as if my hope of a good outcome had to
start from scratch. I don’t think I’m alone in this. Yet,
slowly but surely, the patient presence of Jesus, victorious over all that would separate us from him, coaxes us
into happiness. This does not mean that he allows us to
turn our eyes away from all that is wrong in the world.
It does mean that Jesus invites us to tackle what’s wrong
with a boldness and alacrity borne of the irrepressible joy
that is in us.
Christ is risen. May we who have died and risen with
him in Baptism throw caution to the winds this Easter
and be daring in our joy.
Contact Bishop Breidenthal at
bishop_breidenthal@episcopal-dso.org.

GETTING REAL WITH MISSION: UP AND OUT
Mission Convocation

Diocese of Southern Ohio

May 3, 2008

Procter Camp & Conference Center

• Look at the roots of mission: Reaching out in service to others is a natural consequence of a meaningful
relationship with Jesus Christ and an essential dimension of a living faith
• Celebrate God’s mission among us
• Be challenged to take new steps in mission beyond the congregations.
Program includes: Eucharist with Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal as celebrant
Keynote speaker Jesse Milan Jr.
Talk by the Rev. David Copley, Director of Mission Personnel for The Episcopal Church
Panel discussion on how mission focus transforms lives and congregations
How-to sessions on topics such as: Millennium Development Goals; Mission trips;
Developing partnerships with companion dioceses; Young people engaging in mission;
HIV/AIDS: A window to mission; Interfaith Power and Light; Advocacy
REGISTRATION
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m.
Program runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Register online at www.episcopal-dso.org,
Mission Convocation. You may download form or call for a hard copy.
Cost: $15, includes lunch (pay online or at the door)
$2 discount for registrations received before April 28.
Please carpool!
Questions: Kay Sturm at 800.461.8424 or kay_sturm@episcopal-dso.org.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER
Jesse Milan Jr., is an attorney and a national advocate for HIV/
AIDS policies and programs. He has written articles on HIV stigma
and HIV prevention and has delivered presentations and sermons
on HIV/AIDS throughout the U.S. and in Africa. Currently he is
board chair of the Black AIDS Institute.
A lifelong Episcopalian, Mr. Milan has served the Episcopal
Church in numerous roles at the national, diocesan and parish levels. He and his partner reside in Elicott City, MD.
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Hope prevails through all things
I am writing this column in Holy Week as
we walk the week of passion with our Lord.
You will be reading it in the Easter season,
a time of hope for the church. But one naturally flows into the other.
On Palm Sunday, my visitation was to St.
James, Cincinnati. The service began with a
sense of celebration as the large congregation gathered in front of the church for the
blessing and procession of the palms, which
was led by an upright walking donkey otherwise known as the Rector David Halt. It
seems he had challenged the youth to raise
$16,000 to support a trip to Russia with the
MVERN pilgrimage this summer. If they
raised half of the amount by this day, he
promised to dress as a donkey to fulfill the
Scripture that places a donkey prominently
in that procession. They did, and he did.
As the service progressed, the mood shifted, and the Passion Gospel set the stage for
Holy Week. My sermon, the music and the
remainder of the services to follow throughout the week emphasized the spiritual work
that needed to be done in order to share in
the resurrection joy of the next Sunday.
Prior to this service, I had been invited
to address the adult forum on the subject
of “governance.” Since Bishop Breidenthal
and I had just returned from the House of
Bishops, I shared events of that meeting. In
spite of some very heart-wrenching decisions, it had been a good meeting. In contrast to times in the past when bishops often
were in verbal conflict with one another, the
House today is cordial, respectful, thoughtful and prayerful as it deals with issues
upon which there is often disagreement.
Acknowledging a brother bishop who was
not invited to the Lambeth Conference this
summer and having to depose two brother
bishops who blatantly violated the canons of
the church were tough matters. And yet we
bishops approached these issues with reverence and respect, acknowledging opinions
and feelings of hurt on both sides.

THE RT. REV.
KENNETH L.
PRICE JR.

As I tried to
explain this, and
other matters of
challenge in our
church today, one
member of the class
said, “Now let’s talk
about the hope.” It
was a good observation and obviously reflected where
that congregation is
in their life today.
Since the meeting of the House
of Bishops, the Internet has been hot and
heavy with people, none of whom were at
the meeting, second guessing and making
assumptions about the meeting. Sadly, these
comments often attack people personally. It
is far from the actual atmosphere of the meeting as I witnessed it. One national publication
posted an article that flat-out declared the
votes taken were illegal and then ran a story
in which the Bishop of Fort Worth declared
his absence from that meeting was because
of the “toxic environment” of the House,
a vastly different scene than that which I
described. As I began to be drawn down by
all this, the statement, ‘Now let’s talk about
the hope,” echoed in my ears.
I do see great hope for our church. On
the local scene, when the bishops in 2005
declared a moratorium on consenting to
new bishops, Southern Ohio was caught
in the middle. But not only did we weather
the delay in our process, we also emerged
to elect a strong bishop and a diocese that
is united squarely behind him. We are currently working through the decision of one
of our larger churches to break union with
the diocese and the Episcopal Church, but,
unlike other places, there have been no
lawsuits, no media events, and I believe a
genuine attempt to be respectful of the feeling of all involved. The economy is taking

its toll on all of our congregations and some
are no longer able to exist, and yet in spite
of that, there are many in this diocese that
like St. James continue to grow and remain
hopeful of their future.
Nationally, we have elected an extremely
competent Presiding Bishop, and under her
leadership, we are facing head-on matters
that separate us. While we will emerge from
this changed, I am convinced the Episcopal
Church will still be strong. It is not easy
when bishops, priests and in some cases,
many members of congregations choose
to walk apart from a church they believe
has departed from their understanding of
Scripture. However, we will not only weather this but rise above it.
Globally the Lambeth Conference this
summer will be diminished by every bishop
who is not in attendance – regardless of the
reason. And yet, when those of us who are
there engage Scripture with one another
in small, intimate groups, I am convinced
the Holy Spirit will open new windows of
understanding.
My hope is grounded in a resurrection
theology. Just as Passion week was hard for
Jesus and his followers (as it still is for us
today), it was necessary in order to reach
Easter. Throughout life, this cycle continues.
When moments of life seem to be in their
dark cycle, I am just going to picture in my
mind that dancing donkey that led us around
the block in Westwood on Palm Sunday.
We were not sure where he was going,
but we all joined in and followed him. He
led us with waving palms and shouts of
“Hosanna” to a cross and shouts of “Crucify
Him.” But then three days after, the shouts
changed again, to “He is Risen.” And that,
my friends is where the real hope is . . . in
the risen Lord!
An Easter blessing to you all.
Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan
of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.

Donkey, um, priest leads procession
The Rev. Dave Halt, rector of St. James, Westwood, challenged a group of
youth from the parish: Raise $8,000 by March 1 for a mission trip this summer to Russia and he would dress up like a donkey and lead the Palm Sunday
procession around church grounds.
Despite any inevitable jokes, Halt held up his end of the bargain when the
youth easily surpassed the goal. Fundraisers over the past several months
included wrapping Christmas gifts, selling sub sandwiches, doing odd jobs
for parishioners and holding a gift basket raffle. The $8,000 goal is half of the
$16,000 that the group of five youth and three adult chaperones need to raise
for the trip with the Miami Valley Episcopal Russian Network.
There was one small catch though: Palm Sunday was the scheduled day
for an episcopal visitation. Luckily, Bishop Kenneth Price has a great sense
of humor, so after gaining his approval, Halt rented the costume. Parishioners
followed behind Halt waving palms, singing “All Glory, Laud and Honor” and laughing as they processed around the church grounds and
into the church. Halt did, however, quickly change out of the costume for the service.
The group traveling with Halt and the rest of the MVERN group to Sablino, Russia includes Lisa Jacob, Daniel Wilson, Will Holstrom,
Eric Taber and Lindy Gamble, a parishioner of St. Philip, Northside. Adult chaperones are Anne and Rebecca Griffiths and Amy Halt.
Interested in donating to the cause? Contact Dave Halt at revhalt@fuset.net or 513.661.1154. Who knows what costume he might wear next.

– Story and photo by Julie Murray
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Living the MDGs: What ONE congregation can do
BY THE REV. NANCY HOPKINS-GREENE
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

ONE congregation’s story

At the 2006 General Convention, the Episcopal Church established the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) as a “stated mission priority” for the next three years. One of
the roles of Southern Ohio’s National & World Mission Commission is to keep the MDGs
in the forefront of this diocese’s awareness and agenda. We are now more than halfway
through that three-year period. Many congregations have focused on the MDGs through
educational programs and special offerings or fundraisers. Others have used resources such
as last year’s bulletin inserts from Episcopal Relief &
>>>Learn more: Attend the
Development (ERD.) ERD’s Lenten Devotional Guide
Mission Convocation on
this year focused on the MDGs, providing an exploration
May 3 at Procter Camp &
of the MDG’s through prayer and practice.
Conference Center. Program
Around the diocese, congregations have found
will explore the roots of misfresh, new ways of engaging people in the Millennium
sion and how reaching out in Development Goals. Here are some of their stories:
* Much of what we do as Episcopalians comes out of
service to others is an essenour life of worship. Some congregations have included
tial dimension of a living
faith. Register online at www. prayers for the Millennium Development Goals, praying for a different goal each week in the Prayers of the
episcopal-dso.org, Mission
People.
In Anderson Township, St. Timothy’s has a
Convocation. Cost: $15,
monthly
U2charist, with the offering going to Bread for
includes lunch.
the
World..
>>>Do more: Apply for
* Last year, St. Patrick’s, Dublin, focused their Adult
Millennium Development
Education
program on the Millennium Development
Goals grants. Download the
Goals.
The
program included an overview of the MDGs,
grant criterion and application
stories
of
what
different organizations and groups have
at www.episcopal-dso.org,
done to serve those in extreme poverty and an ongoing
Programs/Ministries, MDGs.
conversation about the congregation’s response.
* January’s Interchange reported the wonderful story
of youth of Christ Church, Springfield, who raised more than $10,000 for ERD through an
Alternative Christmas Market. At Church of the Redeemer, the Junior High class focused
on a different Millennium Development Goal each week. Their week on Environmental
Sustainability prompted the acquisition of more recycling bins for the church building and
plans for a fundraiser to sell canvas bags. During Lent, St. Timothy’s youth learned about
suffering in Darfur. They had a friendly competition between church school classes to see
who could fill jars with the most coins. This collection will be given to an organization that
provides relief and support to a particular community in the Sudan.
This is only a small sampling of what ONE congregation can do. The National & World
Mission Commission would like to hear stories of what other congregations and individuals are doing to work toward the Millennium Development Goals. Send your stories to
nancy@redeemer-cincy.org.

The Millennium Development Goals have been at the heart of the Lenten
series, “God’s Mission in the World” at St. Anne, West Chester.
At the request of the church’s rector, the Rev. Jeff Bunke, diaconal
student Jackie Williams developed interactive stations around the church for
each of the eight MDGs.
Each station has a Bible connection, a prayer, a sheet of instructions and
information.
At the Environmental Sustainability Station, folks can find their carbon footprint. They learn that throwing away two aluminum cans uses the equivalent
of a half gallon of gasoline to replace them. Or that the heat that escapes
from our homes because of poor insulation
is equivalent to half the gas that pumps
through the Alaskan pipeline. People can
place their hands on a globe and pray a
Bidding Prayer for the environment (as pictured at left).
At the station for Empowering Women, folks
first read about how girls in some countries
can’t go to school and women can’t work
because of the need to carry water for their
families -- often an average of 3 ½ miles
a day. The station has large strips of fabric
and the directions for how to wrap a traditional African head wrap. After wrapping
the head, people are instructed to see how
far they can walk with a gallon milk jug of
water on their head, as illustrated at left.
The Infant Mortality Station shares the rate
of infants dying in undeveloped countries and asks people to write a prayer
and pin it to a mosquito net. Small squares of the exact fabric used in the
Children’s Hospital Hospice are available for people to take and keep in their
pockets so that each time they feel the fabric, they’re reminded to pray for
these children and their mothers.
If you’re interested in bringing the interactive stations to your church,
contact Jackie Williams at 513.779.1139 or jackiewilliams@fuse.net.

Presiding Bishop calls for environmental stewardship
Your Easter celebration
PRESIDING BISHOP
undoubtedly has included lots
KATHARINE
of physical signs of new life
– eggs, flowers, new green
JEFFERTS SCHORI
growth. As the Easter season
continues, consider how your
daily living can be an act of
greater life for other creatures.
How can you enact the new life
we know in Jesus the Christ?
In other words, how can you
be the sacrament, the outward
and visible sign, of the grace
that you know in the resurrected
Christ? How can your living let
others live more abundantly?
The Judaeo-Christian tradition has been famously
blamed for much of the current environmental crisis,
particularly for our misreading of Genesis 1:28 as a

EASTER MESSAGE
charge to “fill the earth and subdue it.” Our forebears
were so eager to distinguish their faith from the surrounding Canaanite religion and its concern for fertility that some of them worked overtime to separate us
from an awareness of “the hand of God in the world
about us,” especially in a reverence for creation. How
can we love God if we do not love what God has
made?
We base much of our approach to loving God and our
neighbors in this world on our baptismal covenant. Yet
our latest prayer book was written just a bit too early to
include caring for creation among those explicit baptismal promises. I would invite you to explore those promises a bit more deeply – where and how do they imply
caring for the rest of creation?
We are beginning to be aware of the ways in which our
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lack of concern for the rest of creation results in death
and destruction for our neighbors. We cannot love our
neighbors unless we care for the creation that supports
all our earthly lives. We are not respecting the dignity of
our fellow creatures if our sewage or garbage fouls their
living space. When atmospheric warming, due in part to
the methane output of the millions of cows we raise each
year to produce hamburger, begins to slowly drown the
island homes of our neighbors in the South Pacific, are
we truly sharing good news?
The food we eat, the energy we use, the goods and
foods we buy, the ways in which we travel, are all
opportunities – choices and decisions – to be for others, both human and other. Our Christian commitment
is for this – that we might live that more abundant
life, and that we might do it in a way that is for the
whole world.
Abundant blessings this Easter, and may those blessings abound through the coming days and years.
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Conference simulates challenges of homelessness
BY THE REV. LEE ANNE REAT
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The day began in safe territory. A speaker quoted statistics on the crisis of
homelessness in our cities and towns. Participants took notes and asked insightful questions. The newsprint came out (still safe). Who are the homeless? The
crowd of socially aware Episcopalians and a few others filled three pages with
responses. The poor, the unemployed, the mentally ill, people with addictions, veterans, victims of domestic violence, and so many others. Then, stories of homeless
individuals and families challenged participants to grapple with the complexity of
homelessness. It’s never as simple as needing a place to live, and solutions must
be tailored to the uniqueness of each person and/or family.
More than 75 people from 25 different congregations and agencies gathered at
Procter Camp & Conference Center on March 15 to learn about and experience
the reality of homelessness. Most of the morning felt safe and comfortable for
participants, but just before just before lunch, things got real.
“I’ve been homeless most of my life,” began Vince. He shared stories of his
years on the streets of Chicago, New Orleans and Columbus. A survivor by any
definition, Vince brought his experience alive with humor and humility as he remembered “dumpster diving” for treasures like food, personal items, a radio and
a bicycle that sounded like something out of Dr. Suess. Today, Vince has an apartment in a supportive housing complex and is a regular speaker for the Columbus
Coalition for the Homeless.
“Vince was the highlight of the day for me,” commented one participant.
The experience got even more personal and intense with the Three Days on the
Streets simulation. Each participant was given an identity as a homeless person
and assigned tasks to perform in three 15-minute “days.” They had to negotiate a
variety of community agencies -- the hospital, a food bank, a shelter, the police, the
welfare office, the grocery store and a temporary employment agency.
“There was really a sense of homelessness--nowhere else to turn,” said Deacon
Diana Shirley of All Saints, New Albany. “I felt more and more anger, and that
made people put up obstacles to me. I had to hide my feelings and become a different person. It is shocking how many barriers homeless people face. Everything
takes so long, and there are not enough appointments available at social service
agencies. You have very little control, and it’s hard to plan ahead.” Another person called the experience “truly awesome, but extremely unsettling.”
The day concluded with an opportunity for congregations to meet and consider
next steps in moving from serving the homeless to ending homelessness. Joyce
Probst MacAlpine from Montgomery County Jobs and Family Services and a
member of St. Mark’s, Dayton framed the discussion.
“The NIMBY (not in my backyard) response to housing and homelessness
proposals needs the church’s voice. The faith community needs to say that it’s our
responsibility as a whole community to solve the problem of homelessness,” she
said.
Ideas that emerge in discussion groups included providing transportation, helping to renovate abandoned homes, mentoring one homeless individual as he or she
climbs out of homelessness and expanding existing services.
The Rev. Dick Burnett suggested that every baptized person do the simulation.
A teenage participant echoed the sentiments: “This training should be offered at
youth events, to educate youth about the causes of homelessness.”
More information on the Unsheltered Life program is available from Zach Reat at
Columbus Coalition for the Homeless, zreatocha@yahoo.com.

Twelve parishioners from St. Alban’s, Bexley, brainstorm how to take their ministries on
homelessness to the next level.

Homeless ministries across the diocese

Ohio Episcopalians are working in a multitude of ways to prevent or overcome homelessness. Here’s a glimpse
of some of the ministries currently underway:
Prevention: It is far more cost-effective to prevent homelessness than to pick up the pieces. Replacing furniture,
coming up with a security deposit and first and last month’s rent, huge difficulties in sustaining employment and
severe academic setbacks for children are just a few of the costs. Several churches and ecumenical organizations provide one-time assistance to prevent eviction. One example is the Plumbline at Christ Church Cathedral,
which was able to aid 344 households last year. The Cathedral’s annual rental assistance budget of $67,500 is
the largest of any non-governmental organization in Hamilton County.
Advocacy and referral: Church staff and volunteers can do outstanding work in connecting people to services and
to advocate for changes that will improve family security. A great example is Our Saviour, Cincinnati, whose
parishioners played a key role in the Justice for Janitors campaign last year that won contracts to improve compensation for a very vulnerable group of workers.
Mentoring and troubleshooting: Trinity, Hamilton, and St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township, have trained volunteers serving in the Bridge of Hope, which provides mentoring, logistical help, and financial back-up to young parents. This
ministry helps parents finish their education, get better jobs, and achieve self-sufficiency. St. John’s, Columbus
and Partners in Hope, an ecumenical ministry aided by Trinity, Troy, offer support groups and individual troubleshooting that help families survive crises and build greater stability.
Shelter and food: Ascension, Middletown, Christ Church, Springfield, Christ Church Xenia, and several Episcopal
churches in Greater Cincinnati take turns hosting homeless families several weeks each year. This in-kind donation of overnight accommodation saves shelter programs hundreds of thousands of dollars in overhead. This
allows the shelters to provide case management to help families overcome the problems that made them
homeless.
Strategic planning: Some 300 U.S. jurisdictions have responded to the federal government’s call to create 10-year
plans to end homelessness, and Ohio Episcopalians are key players in both rural and urban initiatives. Members
of Trinity, London, St. Luke’s, Granville, and Trinity, Newark, are using their professional expertise and leadership skills in coalitions that are developing county plans through the Rural Homeless Initiative of Southeastern
and Central Ohio. In Dayton, St, Mark’s parishioner Joyce Probst MacAlpine is working on implementation of
Montgomery County’s 10-year plan as the county’s Manager of Housing and Homeless Solutions. The Rev. John
Paddock, rector of Christ Church, is the faith community representative on the county policy board. One of the
plan’s first successes is River Commons, a multi-unit complex for long-term homeless people which has helped
more than 40 of its new tenants get jobs and succeed in meeting monthly rental payments.
Resources: The Rev. Lee Anne Reat, vicar, St. John’s, Columbus: revreat@aol.com
Joyce Probst MacAlpine: macalpinek@mcohio.org
Deacons Don and Linda Eager, both ECSF trustees and housing rights consultants: lseager@greenapple.com

New ministry inspired by MDGs, missionaries
BY KEN WELLS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
All Saints, Portsmouth, recently announced the start
of a new outreach ministry. An informative talk and festive coffee hour celebration kicked off the beginning of
Rescued by Saints, a ministry working to tackle one of
the eight Millennium Development Goals set as a priority for The Episcopal Church during the 2006 General
Convention.
While reading newsletters and e-mails from the South
American Missionary Society and particularly missives
from Southern Ohio missionaries, Dr. Michael and Anita

Dohn, a group of All Saints parishioners decided to form a
new ministry to support the Dohns as they minister to the
citizens of San Pedro de Marco in the Dominican Republic.
“I have been writing e-mails to Michael and Anita
[Dohn] for several months, asking them about special
needs in their ministry,” said Ken Wells, director and
founder of Rescued by. “Michael and Anita responded by
informing me of the extreme need for ancillary diagnostic
testing such as x-ray, ultrasound or specialized blood testing not covered by funding from any other government
or faith-based organizations. They also mentioned that
there were also certain ancillary medications that were
also not covered. Patients were often not able to pay for
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these services.
“This is one way we can help in working to fulfill the
Millennium Development Goals,” Wells said. “We will
set up a special fund in the Dominican Republic to be
administered by Dr. Luisa Reyes, one of the SAMS team
physicians in charge of HIV/AIDS clinics in San Pedro
de Marco.”
All Saints Parish is extremely excited about this new
ministry. Ideas for fundraising have already begun, and
people already have responded with financial support.
To learn more or contribute to Rescued by Saints, contact
Ken Wells at 740.354.7782 or wells1966@roadrunner.com

NEWS

Good Samaritan hosts benefit concert
BY CHARLIE BUHLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Church of the Good Samaritan, Amelia, is joining
forces with some well-known musicians and Inter Parish
Ministry to do outreach and raise much needed funds.
On May 2, they will present Steve Chapin and Big John
Wallace in concert in the Amelia High School’s Theater
for the Performing Arts.
Chapin and Wallace have been making music since
their boy choir days at Brooklyn Heights Grace Episcopal
Church in 1955, through the doo-wop days, the folk and
early rock eras, and the Harry Chapin years. The duo has
a unique sound with Steve Chapin’s full and energetic
keyboards riding on the robust base provided by Big
John’s bass guitar and basso vocals. They sing songs of
love and protest, discovery and rejection, mostly new
with some favorites from the Harry Chapin years. The
music is hard to categorize because the material covers
such a wide range. Their music is augmented by the
engaging and informative banter between selections and
the extraordinary voice of Big John Wallace, whose falsetto solo graces “Taxi” and whose rich baritone in “Mr.
Tanner” gives an incredibly unique sound to “O Holy
Night.” To further season the mix, the show contains
selections from Chapin’s musicals.
Chapin has had successful careers as a teacher, arranger, recording artist, commercial producer, singer, performer and songwriter. He has garnered platinum and
gold albums, a Clio for advertising and an Emmy. Chapin
considers himself blessed that his musical endeavors
have allowed him to work with so many talented people

and have taken him to the great musical stages that he had
only dreamed about when he was young.
John Wallace has the notoriety of being a founding
member of two Chapin bands. Starting with Harry in
1971 and currently with the Steve Chapin Band, Wallace’s
vocals and bass playing have been a vital part of Chapin
Music. Aside from the thousands of live shows and more
than a dozen Chapin albums, John’s “oo-wah’s” were featured in a Clio Award winning Dentyne Commercial, and
he was the voice of Bluto in Robert Altman’s “Popeye”
movie with Robin Williams. A compelling performer,
Wallace’s love affair with making music has thrilled audiences for more than half a century.
Giving back to the community also is a long-standing Chapin family tradition. Chapin and Big John have
graciously agreed to do this benefit concert for Good
Samaritan and Inter Parish Ministry.
Tickets for the concert are limited and are being sold
on a first come basis for $20. They can be purchased
by sending a check or money order to Church of the
Good Samaritan, 25 Amelia Olive Branch Road, Amelia
45102. Stamped, self-addressed return envelopes would
be appreciated. In addition, in keeping with both the
Chapin family and Good Samaritan’s traditions, nonperishable food and personal care items will be collected
the night of the concert for distribution by Inter Parish
Ministry, which serves low-income families in southeast
Hamilton County and Clermont County.
The concert will begin at 7:30 p.m. on May 2.
Additional information (including directions to Amelia
High School) can be obtained by calling 513.753.4115
weekdays from 9 to 11:30 a.m.

Steve Chapin, above, and Big John
Wallace, at left, are donating the
concert to Good Samaritan and
Inter Parish Ministry.

Youth group helps low-income families
BY SHARON JENKINS

INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
A group of teens and adults from
Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park,
recently spent several hours volunteering
to support home ownership by low-income
families in the West End and Over-TheRhine. The teens spent the day working
at the Community Land Cooperative of
Cincinnati; Redeemer’s Mission program
supports this charity, which buys and
rehabs homes.
After they are refinished, the homes
are leased or sold, at favorable prices, to
qualifying low-income families. However, the cooperative retains the ownership of the land. When the families are
ready to move, they receive a portion
of their payments back as “equity.” In
this way, the families are able to build
a down payment for the purchase of
another home, while the cooperative’s
homes are available to other low-income
families. Currently, the cooperative has
rehabbed more than 40 homes in the
Cincinnati area.
In the course of one Saturday this
winter, the teens cleaned out decades
of accumulated possessions from an
elderly couple suffering from termi-

Members of Redeemer’s youth group helped clean out a home of an elderly couple who
suffered from terminal cancer.
nal health issues. The teens preserved
important papers, separated clothes for
donation to charity and filled more than
40 bags with unwanted items. During

previous workdays, the teens cleaned
yards, sanded and painted new walls
and woodwork, and disposed of construction waste, filling numerous dump-
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sters with unusable items.
“Through this experience, each participant in this ministry left with a more indepth understanding of everything cancer
can rip away from a family,” said Tori
Kranz, a member of the youth group.
“We saw what a mere three hours of
inexperienced and youthful help can do
for a couple nearing their point of passage
into communion with God. The work we
did was not only greatly beneficial to this
family, but also helped each member of
our crew see what they can do in their
hometown to make someone’s life a little
less of a burden.”
This volunteer work is one of many
projects undertaken by Redeemer
youth. In addition to the Community
Land Cooperative, the youth give
their time in mission work benefiting
Habitat for Humanity, People Working
Cooperatively, Navajoland (a Native
American reservation in Arizona), and
a school in El Hogar, Honduras.
For more information about mission opportunities for youth or adults, please contact
the Rev. Alice Connor at Alice@RedeemerCincy.org or at 513-321-6700. For more
information about the Community Land
Co-op, visit www.communitylandco-op.org.

NEWS

Judy Baumgartner folds one of the hundreds of towels washed by the parishioners of
St. Christopher, Fairborn, at the St. Vincent Hotel laundry room.

St. Vincent residents Tyler and Terrell show St. Christopher parishioner Dick Paulus
how to correctly fold the sheets. Photos by Julie Murray

Church adds ‘service’ to Sunday mornings
FROM PAGE 1

could work on a multitude of service projects. Children
could write letters and pack care packages for service
men and women overseas. Adults, young and old, could
volunteer at shelters or for other service organizations. St.
Christopher’s would be and do the church.
The vestry was responsive to the idea but tweaked the
plan a bit—they added a second earlier service.
“We’ve seen an increase in visitors the past few
months,” said David Christmas, former junior warden.
“We didn’t want someone to show up for church and no
one be there.” So, an early abbreviated service, with no
homily – to “sweeten the pot” – would be made available for those who wished to volunteer. And for visitors
and those who already give their time during the week,
the regular service would still be in place. The children
could do their service project during their regular Sunday
School.
St. Christopher’s already was active in many outreach
projects, including tutoring, food pantry work, the sewing
ministry, Sew Much Comfort and the Ronald McDonald
House. Now, on the second Sunday of the month, parishioners attend an early “service” service, then travel to the
St. Vincent Hotel, a 220-bed homeless shelter in Dayton
to fold laundry. Christmas was so supportive of the plan
that he agreed to head it up, just as his term as junior
warden was coming to a close.
On the first Service Sunday, five brave parishioners
stepped up to the challenge. During the spoken Eucharist,
Paulus did not deliver a homily -- as promised -- but told
the group, “It is a privilege and an honor to serve others.
You are the Gospel in the world.”
Upon arrival at St. Vincent, the volunteers were directed to the huge laundry room and greeted by residents who

In between loads, St. Vincent resident Ericka shows Ginny
Buckley the sign language gesture for “Praise God.” They
then signed along to praise music playing on the radio.
were spending their free time volunteering in the laundry.
Ericka, and her daughter Jamayka, and Tanya, joined by
sons Terrell and Tyler, gave instructions and made the
volunteers feel at home. Almost immediately, a massive
industrial dryer full of sheets finished its cycle, and the St.
Christopher’s team quickly began their work.
During the winter months, the shelter is at full capacity.
Each cot gets fresh sheets, pillowcase and blanket, and
each guest gets a clean towel and washcloth. Even with
the huge appliances, the house laundry takes hours to
complete. The group cheerfully chatted with the residents
as they loaded the washers, filled the dryers and folded
sheet after sheet, towel after towel. In between loads,
there was plenty of time to talk and get to know the residents. One resident, Ericka, moved in rhythm to praise

music on the radio. Within minutes, volunteer Ginny
Buckley moved along with her, learning sign language
gestures to “yes, Lord, thank you and praise God.”
Sheets and pillowcases were rolled into a tidy bundle
and stacked on shelves for easy distribution. Towels were
stacked with a washcloth for each. Terrell and Tyler reveled in showing the group how quickly and efficiently
they can roll their bundles. “There is no question of the
need here,” said Buckley. Folding laundry was a “small
thing, but small things add up.”
Each of the volunteers had his or her own reasons for
being there, but they all agreed that Paulus, and her husband Dick, a retired physician and fellow laundry folder
that day, are a big reason why. “Dick and Ruth are a great
example,” said Buckley. The couple frequently volunteers in the community and serves meals at St. Vincent.
Parishioners Diane Cannon and Judy Baumgartner
support the program and look forward to giving more
time at the shelter. “It’s what we’re supposed to be
doing—helping people not as fortunate,” said Cannon.
For Baumgartner, working at the shelter was a tribute to
her late husband. Before his death, they volunteered with
the homeless. Taking up that work again is a way for her
to carry on.
Being the church out in the world is not a new concept
in Southern Ohio. Since November 2004, Church of Our
Saviour in Cincinnati has been holding Street Church,
a church service for and with the homeless that is celebrated out on the streets. St. John, Columbus, launched
their weekly Street Church at Easter 2006. But for St.
Christopher’s, a congregation that feared it may have to
shut its doors just a few years ago, carrying on, building
themselves back up and now focusing outwardly is a
huge step for the faithful who remained.
“God wants St. Christopher to be an agent for good,”
said Buckley. “As long as He wants us to be in business,

The volunteers from St. Christopher saw firsthand the exceptional organization at the St. Vincent Hotel, which relies heavily on donations and volunteer workers.
Since each resident gets fresh linens daily, washcloths are one item that the shelter always needs. Gently used towels and twin or full sheets and pillowcases also are needed.
Other needed items include toothpaste, deodorant, men’s pants, larger boys pants, men’s coats, men’s toiletries, baby items and new underwear (men’s and women’s).
If you can help, donations can be taken to the St. Vincent Hotel, 120 W. Apple Street, Dayton, OH 45402. Or take items to St. Christopher’s, 1501 N. Broad Street, Fairborn,
and the monthly volunteers will be happy to take them for you. For more information about donating, visit www.stvincentdayton.org, What we do, St. Vincent Hotel.
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‘We have to help our brothers and sisters.
If we don’t do it, who’s going to?’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“The boot to the military is the most important thing,”
says Jeffcott. “You have boot camp. When you arrive,
you’re called a boot. When you’re in country, they say,
‘You’re boots on ground.’ If you don’t have boots on,
you can’t survive. I felt that boots would be a good thing
to use, and the military guys could relate to that.”
The ministry’s goal is to provide financial, spiritual
and physical help to families while a father or mother is
deployed and to help returning soldiers re-integrate into
their lives.
The Rev. Roger Greene, rector of St. Timothy’s, introduced a resolution at November’s diocesan convention,
calling for congregations and individuals to extend support to military personnel. Delegates overwhelmingly
passed the measure.
Greene said he did some research in the Cincinnati
area and found that there’s no coordinated effort – not by
the military, veterans groups or churches.
“In the church, through the church, we have what’s
needed for people to recover and deal with this,” says
Greene. “I’ve not served in Iraq. I’ve not been to war.
I can’t imagine how much this affects a human being.
What does it mean to both have your life threatened and
to take a life? How does a family survive while their
mother or father is deployed?
“What the church has is God’s good news. We have
people who want to care for the families left behind.
We have experienced God’s power to raise the dead. We
have a God who wants to do more than we can dream or
imagine, a God who can deal with all of this crap.”

Top: Joseph Jeffcott, a
Gunner’s Mate Second
Class, volunteered at
an Iraqi orphanage
during his deployment
last year.
Middle: Joseph Jeffcott,
on right, pictured in
Iraq on security duty.
Below: Donna
Crenshaw and her
son John before his
deployment last May.
The family hopes he
returns from Iraq in
early summer.

Dedicated to service

Jeffcott joined the Naval Reserves in 2003. He already
had done six years in the Marine Corps after college. He
was assigned to a special operations unit in Missouri.
The deployment call came in January of 2006.
He and his wife pored over their finances; a business
banker, Jeffcott always had handled the bills. They were
one of the lucky couples – Jeffcott’s employer, Chase
Bank, covered the difference between his military pay
and regular salary.
“While I was gone for 12 months, my wife became
head of the household. Mommy was the all-knowing
figure,” Jeffcott says. “After I’d been leading troops and
my wife had been the leading family, we had to figure
out how to bring all that back into one cohesive group.
Without the faith of God and my relationship with Roger
[Greene], I don’t know that I could have done it.”
Jeffcott grew up in the Episcopal Church, and he
and Julie were married a decade ago by Greene at St.
Timothy’s. But over the years, the Jeffcotts became
Easter-Christmas church attenders. Before Jeffcott left
for Iraq, he talked with a friend who had a strong faith
and was part of a men’s prayer group. Jeffcott saw how
much strength the friend had. After he deployed, Jeffcott
joined a similar men’s prayer group.
On his rare days off, Jeffcott gave back to the people
of Iraq. He ran some fundraising drives and played with
kids in a local orphanage.
“I went to war and found God,” he says. “Crazy, huh? God

“I went to war and found God.
Crazy, huh? God gave me the strength,
courage and faith that I would be OK.”
– Joseph Jeffcott, U.S. Naval Reservist, founder of B.O.O.T.S.
at St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township

gave me the strength, courage and faith that I would be OK.”
When he returned home, Jeffcott went straight to St.
Timothy’s to pray. Two Sundays later, during a regular
laying on of hands during the worship service, Jeffcott
felt God calling him to do something more for military
families. He talked to Greene about the call.
“When Joe announced the new ministry, he had people
lined up out to Beechmont Avenue,” says Greene. “There
are so many people who want to help. Joe’s aware that
he’s still healing, but he really feels this is God’s call
to him. There are a lot of people out there dying on the
vine. How do we find them? How do we go there?”
About the time Jeffcott returned home, Donna
Crenshaw’s oldest son John was deployed for his first
tour as an Army reservist. His job: route sanitation,
which means he sweeps for roadside bombs.

Get involved!

For more information about
B.O.O.T.S. (including how to start a
chapter in your local congregation),
contact St. Timothy’s at 513.474.4445
or boots@sainttimothys.com
For months, Crenshaw cried every day. At her church,
St. Timothy’s, she would sob from her pew when his
name was said during the Prayers of the People. Always
a woman of strong faith, Crenshaw decided one day to
turn her fears over to God.
“I was in the pew when Joe Jeffcott spoke during
church about B.O.O.T.S. I thought, ‘That’s it. That’s
what I can do,’” Crenshaw says. “Churches have outreach in so many areas – helping the homeless and giving people food to eat. But this is such a great need. The
men and women in our military give up so much, and
they do it out of love for their country. These are real
patriots.”
Crenshaw sees the need especially acute among reservists who don’t live on a military base, who have to leave
their jobs and families for deployment. Often the person left
behind can’t afford to work outside the home because of
childcare issues, she says. They frequently suffer big cuts in
pay, and they feel isolated. They’ve lost their handyman and
partner.
“We have to help our brothers and sisters,” says
Crenshaw. “If we don’t do it, who’s going to?”

Serving our neighbors,
thanking them for their service

Who is our neighbor? The people of St. Mary’s, Waynesville, have some
interesting neighbors. There is a retirement community just up the street and
business at the other end of the street, and in between, there are homes and a
school and another small congregation – and American Legion Post 615.
On Feb. 24, St. Mary’s hosted a Veterans’ Appreciation Sunday. The goal was
to reach out to veterans, active duty members of the armed forces and in particular
the families of those who are serving, or have served, on active duty. The congregation wanted to extend prayers, support and appreciation for their commitment to
our nation and the freedoms we enjoy each day. The response from the military
community was wonderful, with about 25 visitors in attendance! There were many
veterans in attendance – some of whom were connected with the American Legion
post – as well as whole families who have loved ones serving on active duty. The
service employed patriotic music and a sermon that touched upon themes relevant
to both the Gospel of the day and the experience of those with a connection to the
military. A centerpiece of the service was a special time for the congregation to offer
thanksgivings and petitions for those who have served or are presently serving in the
armed forces. This was truly moving experience, and I was particularly touched by
the gratitude shown by those in attendance. One boy, whose father is presently serving in Iraq, put it best: “Thanks for praying for my dad.” After the service, there was
a nice buffet dinner so that everyone could enjoy some food and fellowship.
This outreach to the community was the product of months of planning and
personal invitation. One of St. Mary’s parishioners, Barbara Irons – the widow
of a vet and an active member of the American Legion ladies auxiliary – spearheaded the efforts. After setting a date for the service, we used Barbara’s connections in the community to send personalized invitations to individuals and
families. She also organized volunteers to help with the meal and the decoration
of our parish hall. Thanks to her enthusiasm and the hard work of many, the
people of St. Mary’s not only loved their neighbors connected with the armed
forces, but also they provided a fantastic witness to the people of Waynesville.

opinion.”
B.O.O.T.S. has adopted the platoon of Spc. Crenshaw.
They sent Christmas greetings and grocery gifts cards to
the spouses of soldiers in his unit, as well as prepaid calling cards to the troops. They also have helped spouses
with veterans benefits, household repairs, childcare, tax
preparation and transportation.
B.O.O.T.S. volunteers rehabbed a house that John and
his new wife, Summer, purchased before his deployment.
The group finished the work before John’s two-week
leave in January.
When he came home, his mother could see the profound impact of the war on her son. Most of the time,
he didn’t leave the house. He was extremely quiet. He
didn’t drive.
But by the final few days, he started to relax a bit.
That’s part of the lesson that B.O.O.T.S. wants to share
with families as they prepare for the homecoming of
their loved ones. Re-integration is tough and slow.
“These guys are in Iraq one day, and the next day,
they’re sitting in the living room,” Crenshaw says.
But with the support of B.O.O.T.S. and through faith,
these returning men and women can readjust to life.
“The care packages that so many congregations send
are important, and we loved getting them,” says Jeffcott.
“But I’m hoping that churches see that there is so much
more we can do. This is about the mental, spiritual and
physical wellbeing of the troops themselves. We’re here
to make sure we don’t have a repeat of
Vietnam, with hundreds of thousands of men lost and on
the street….We need to
bring the spiritual aspect
into the re-entry because
I know that I couldn’t
have done it without my faith.”

– The Rev. Dcn. Phil Webster
Transitional Deacon-in-Charge, St. Mary’s, Waynesville

Hot brass honors, inspires the troops
In seven weeks, Jason Plosch and members of the U.S. Air Force Band of
Flight brass troop traveled to 19 bases in seven countries, performing for as
few as 10 and as many as 10,000. Plosch, a vestry member at St. George’s,
Dayton, and a trumpeter with the military band Hot Brass, deployed from Nov.
28, 2007 to Jan. 19, 2008 to Southeast Asia, including Iraq and Afghanistan.
His wife Karen and their 3-year-old daughter Margaret stayed in Dayton.
Plosch has been in active duty
for seven years, but this was his
first deployment.
“The folks who have been
deployed before, they’re used
to being targets and to being
on guard and on patrol,” says
Plosch. “They get a bit more
desensitized to the danger. Me,
being a band geek, I was not
desensitized to the danger. I just
have to say that all the troops are
doing a great job over there.”
Staff Sgt. Jason Plosch with children at the
The Band of Flight is part of
Douda School in Djibouti, Africa.
the public affairs unit, providing a
link between the Air Force and the community. They perform concerts and support
ceremonies on base. During their deployment, they performed to help raise morale,
entertain the troops and spread some holiday cheer as well as foster goodwill. At a
stop in Africa, the band played at a local community center and some schools.
“Our job enables us to foster goodwill with the community with instruments
and music, not sidearms and weapons,” says Plosch.
He praises the efforts of B.O.O.T.S.
“There’s absolutely a need for this type of program,” he says. “Chaplains
have been doing this for years, and I think the church can be in a supporting
role, to help bring down the stress level and bring a sense of normalcy.”

Joseph and
Julie Jeffcott
and their triplet
boys at the
airport
before his
deployment.

Different opinions, a common mission

The volunteers at B.O.O.T.S. run the gamut in political persuasion. But not once has politics come into play
with their ministry.
“Here is an area of common mission. We’re not
condoning the war; we’re not supporting it. But we’re
saying that the least we can do is minister to those in
profound need,” says Greene. “This is an example of
finding ways to serve together, despite our differences of

– Richelle Thompson
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NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati West

The annual rummage sale is coming to Ascension &
Holy Trinity, Wyoming. The sale will be held May 1617 from 9 a.m. until noon. For more information, call the
church at 513.821.5341 or email aht@eos.net.

Columbus

Trinity, Columbus, went “green” for Palm Sunday,
using eco-palms for services. Eco-palms are sustainably harvested in Mexico and Guatmala by workers
who not only harvest the palm fronds but also sort and
pack them, rather than sending them off to far away
warehouses. This ensures that more of the money paid
for the palms benefits their community. Because they
are paid based on the quality of the fronds harvested, it
is estimated that fewer than 10% of eco-palms are later
discarded. With their use of eco-palms, Trinity supports
the Millennium Development Goal of environmental
sustainability.
The music ministry at St. Luke, Granville, presented
John Rutter’s Requiem at services on Good Friday.
Requiem was composed by Rutter in 1985 in memory of
his father. A modern piece, the performance of Requiem
included more than 30 voices accompanied by organ,
harp, cello, flute, oboe and percussion. Eighth grade chorister Rachel Sullivan was featured as a soloist.
Parishioners at Trinity, London, participated in a
Valentine Outreach Care Card project, sending Valentine
cards to 19 young adults whose studies and lives have
carried them away from the congregation. The cards
included scripture messages and caring words to let these
young people know that God’s love and the love of their
parish is always with them as they move ahead with life’s
endeavors. And a Subway gift card tucked inside was a
surprise gift of a Valentine meal!
On Ash Wednesday, three local churches came
together for one wonderful service at All Saints, New
Albany. The All Saints church building is only 3 years
old, so they opened up their doors to share their Ash
Wednesday worship service with the New Albany
Presbyterian Church, whose church building is at the
very beginning of planning stages and St. Matthew,
Westerville, a congregation facing some challenges.

Mila Ganeva, Holy Trinity, Oxford, has been granted tenure and promoted to associate professor status at Miami University.
Christina Lampron, St. John, Columbus, had an article published in
Envisioning Possibilities, a publication of Columbus State Community
College. In the award-winning article, Lampron, a student of the Franklinton
Learning Center (a ministry of St. John’s), writes of her journey to earn her
GED.
Marie Stoecklin, a member of St. Thomas, Terrace Park for more than 50
years, celebrated her 100th birthday on Feb. 16. Her milestone birthday was
honored by the congregation during the service on Feb. 17. A very happy
(belated) birthday, Marie!
George Carver, St. Mary, Hillsboro, has been recognized for his years
as a faculty member in the math/physics department at Southern State
Community College by being honored with faculty emeritus status by the
college.
Grant Alexander, Calvary, Clifton, received his Eagle Scout badge during the Court of Honor ceremony held at Calvary on Feb. 16. His Eagle
Scout project was to clear underbrush and mounds of debris from a neglected end of the parking lot at Calvary. In addition to the cleanup, a gravel pad
has been installed, a recycling bin has been placed at the site and 200 trees
have been planted in the cleared area. Alexander joins his brother, Jason
Alexander, as an Eagle Scout whose project benefited Calvary. Jason’s
project was to install a new step and wheelchair ramp at the church.

The thought-filled sermon was delivered by the Rev.
David Milroy of the Presbyterian congregation. Ashes
were distributed by the priests of all three congregations. The service was filled with parishioners from
various neighborhoods, who may have arrived with the
idea they were from three separate congregations but
left feeling a strong community connection.
The new St. Peter, Delaware, website is live! They are
using the same URL, (http://www.stpetersdelaware.com)
but be sure to check out the new layout and changes. And
on Feb. 16, a wonderful event, a Valentine’s Tea, was
held at Andrews House. It was a time of sharing love
stories, listening to live jazz music and enjoying some
Valentine’s treats.

Dayton

St. George, Washington Township, is a vibrant and
active Christian community, and they want to tell their
story! So in March and April, parishioners are encouraged to bring their digital cameras to church. A kick-off
luncheon included a presentation by Eric Schryver, a
parishioner and professional photographer who gave tips
on how to get the most out of your digital camera. For the
next several weeks, parishioners are encouraged to bring
their camera to all St. George’s events, including worship
services (no flash photography during church, though).
And on April 13, a special art show will exhibit all the
favorite photos.

Miami River

The ECW at Ascension, Middletown, is holding a
second-time-around sale on April 11-12. Lots of new and
gently used books, linens, jewelry, furniture and house
wares will be available for sale. At the end of the sale, the
ladies will raffle off the quilt they have been working on
for the last few months. For more information about the
sale or to purchase raffle tickets for the quilt, contact the
church at 513.424.1254.
On Easter Day at St. Patrick, Lebanon, the children’s
choir went on an Alleluia hunt. The alleluia banner that
hangs in the church was removed on the last Sunday
before Lent and was hidden. Clues were placed around
the church to help the children find the banner and bring
the alleluia back to church for Easter.

Northeast

Several members of St. John, Lancaster, are planning
a mission trip to Jericho Ministries in Honduras in June.
To raise funds for the trip, the team is sponsoring two
fundraisers. Orders are being taken for sub sandwiches at
Nick’s Pizza in Lancaster. For a $5 donation, you receive
a coupon good for a ham and cheese or turkey and cheese
sub made fresh at Nick’s while you wait – a great deal for
hungry people in the Lancaster area. Also available: a Peelto-Save coupon card for 12 different establishments in the
Lancaster and Columbus area. Cost of this card is $10, and
they are valid until Dec. 31. If you are interested in either
of these fundraisers, or would just like to make a donation
for the mission trip, contact the church at 740.653.3052.

Northwest

Holy Trinity, Bellefontaine, is collecting items needed
by a homeless shelter that recently opened in Logan
County. A new shelter will have a great need for many
items, so this is a large project. If you can help, contact
the Northern Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster office at
937.964.7137 or email nmvec@ctcn.net.

Ohio River

Christ Church Cathedral was featured in the documentary, “Sacred Spaces of Greater Cincinnati,” an HD documentary about the magnificent architecture and art preserved
in the churches, temples and mosques in the Cincinnati area.
The program aired on the PBS station WCET on March 2.

Scioto River

The youth group at St. Mary, Hillsboro, has taken on
a project helping kids attending reading camp. Reading
Camp is a program operated by the Episcopal Diocese of
Lexington and is held each summer at the Pine Mountain
Settlement School in Harlan County, KY. The program aids
students in third and fourth grade who are reading below
grade level and provides tutoring to bring their skills up to
grade level or better. Many of the children come from very
poor families and have no supplies to bring with them to
camp. The St. Mary’s youth group is collecting hygiene care
items, socks and other supplies to send to the camp. If you
would like to help, contact the church at 937.393.2043.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation.
Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202. Not mass mailing your newsletters anymore?
Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to julie_murray @episcopal-dso.org and richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org.
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Presiding Bishop makes historic Holy Land visit
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Marking the annual Palm Sunday celebrations and the start of a
week-long visit to the Holy Land, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori made Anglican history on March 16 becoming the first woman
ever to preach at St. George’s Cathedral in Jerusalem.
The Presiding Bishop’s visit to the Holy Land came at the invitation
of the Rt. Rev. Suheil Dawani, who was consecrated Anglican Bishop
in Jerusalem in January 2006.
The morning Eucharist, celebrated in Arabic and English, was
preceded by the blessing of palm branches and a procession from St.
George’s College Square into the Cathedral, located on Nablus Road in
East Jerusalem.
“We joined in a remarkable multicultural worship experience today
-- Arabic and English speaking Christians celebrating Palm Sunday in
the midst of East Jerusalem, with palm and olive branches, singing old
standard Holy Week hymns in both languages,” said Jefferts Schori.
The main objective of her visit, Jefferts Schori says, was to explore
ways the U.S.-based Episcopal Church can be more supportive of and
helpful to the Episcopal Diocese of Jersalem, and to strengthen relationships with the declining Christian population in the Holy Land. There
are currently around 5,000 Anglicans throughout the diocese, which
extends over five countries – Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine and
Syria – within the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East.
Throughout the week, the Presiding Bishop met with religious
leaders, Israeli and Palestinian human rights advocates, and joined

Eastertide services, observances and celebrations, including the traditional Maundy Thursday Foot Washing, Stations of the Cross on Good
Friday, and Holy Saturday’s Easter Vigil. On Easter Sunday, she offered
greetings at the morning Eucharist at St. George’s Cathedral.
The Presiding Bishop was accompanied by her husband, Richard
Schori; Bishop Christopher Epting, the Episcopal Church’s ecumenical and interfaith officer; and Maureen Shea, director of government
relations.
Acknowledging St. George’s multi-national congregation that included visitors from England, Germany, South Africa, the United States,
Wales, and a large contingent of Ghanaian Methodists, including 15
bishops, Jefferts Schori said: “Truly the world gathers here – not just in
Holy Week – at the place that is most clearly axis mundi for much of
the human race.”
Smiles and jubilation met Jefferts Schori and Epting as they joined
Dawani in greeting each member of the congregation following the
service.
On behalf of the Jerusalem diocese, Dawani expressed his appreciation to the Presiding Bishop for her pastoral visit, noting that they “will
work together with all Anglicans to promote peace, justice and reconciliation in the land of the holy one.
“I am sure it is really a joint effort,” he said.
The Rev. Canon Hosam Naoum, acting dean of St. George’s,
described the Presiding Bishop’s visit as a historic moment. “With all
the differences in the Anglican Communion today, I see her as a uniting figure who brings beliefs and understandings and cultures of other
people around the world.”

SCHOLAR’S CORNER
How can we Christians justify not keeping the Sabbath, since it is one of
the Ten Commandments? I know Seventh Day Adventists argue that the
Early Church kept the Sabbath until the Roman Catholic Church forbade
Sabbath observance at the Council of Nicea in 325. What is the truth?
I disagree with Seventh Day Adventists
and think Sunday observance by Christians
does go back to early Christianity in the
first century. While it is true that Acts
portrays Paul going to the synagogue on
Saturday to preach, that does not mean that
Christian worship took place on Shabbat.
In fact, the New Testament never explicitly says when during the week Christians
met for worship. My theory is that from
the beginning, they met on Sunday (“the
Lord’s day” - Rev. 1:10), in commemoration of the Resurrection, after having
worshipped with other Jews on Shabbat,
possibly having their own distinctively
Christian worship right after sundown on
Saturday, when Shabbat was over. That
would have been more convenient than
meeting the next morning before work
(since Sunday was a workday).
The first unambiguous reference to
Christians worshipping on Sunday that I
know of comes from the Didache: “On
the Lord’s Day of the Lord come together,
break bread and hold Eucharist, after confessing your sins that your offering may
be pure” (14:1). The problem is that we
are not certain of the date of the Didache.
I am of the opinion that it is quite early,
sometime in the first century, because of

its “primitive” features, like wandering
Christian prophets going from village to
village and the lack of a moarchial episcopate. Instead there are bishops, deacons,
prophets and teachers.
But the real question is not when early
Christians worshipped but when they
ceased to observe Shabbat (no work, etc).
I think it was early in the Gentile mission, when Gentiles were first preached
the Gospel and admitted to the Church
without converting to Judaism (Acts
11:19-26). (The Hebrew Christianity in
Jerusalem in contrast continued to be
completely Torah-observant, including
keeping Sabbath).
It seems to me that observing Shabbat
was considered from the beginning of
the Gentile mission (Acts 11) a “Jewish
thing,” one not obligatory on Gentile
Christians. Colossians 2:16 may be written against “Judaizers” who tried to get
Gentile Christians to observe Jewish
practices – “Therefore do not let anyone
condemn you in matters of food and drink
or of observing festivals, new moons, or
sabbaths. These are only a shadow of
what is to come, but the substance belongs
to Christ.” Whether or not Paul wrote
Colossians, it is clear from Galatians

that Paul was
firmly opposed to
“Judaizers,” people who taught
Gentile Christians
that they should
observe Jewish
Law, including
Jewish holy days
like Shabbat (see
Gal. 4:10).
I know there
is a theological
problem because
in the theology of the Old Testament (a
Jewish document), Shabbat is built into
the structure of the universe and not an
arbitrary, human invention (Gen. 1:1-2:4
concludes with the creation of Shabbat).
And that Shabbat theology is never
explicitly rejected in the New Testament.
The closest thing to that is the argument
in Hebrews 3-4, with its appropriation
of the idea of Sabbath rest as something
awaiting Christians. This may implicitly
be undercutting the Jewish Sabbath.
The Ten Commandments get involved
in this too, since they command Sabbath
observance. Generally over the centuries Christians have believed that the
Ten Commandments were of eternal
and universal relevance and not part of
Jewish religion from which Christians
were free. So we have the phenomenon
of sabbatarianism, in which it is said
that Sunday is the Christian Sabbath and
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therefore should not be worked on. I
entertain the minority opinion that the Ten
Commandments are specifically Jewish
and not obligatory on Christians. If they
were, then Christian art would be forbidden (images!), and Christians would
be obliged to observe Shabbat, which
they never have been obliged to observe,
unless they were Jewish and felt therefore
they were obliged.
Shabbat, beautiful as it is, belongs to
the Jewish people. It is a Jewish “thing.”
If you convert to Judaism, then it makes
sense to observe it, along with other Jews
and along with all the other laws and religious practices of Judaism. But it makes
no sense to me to pick out one or a few
pieces of Jewish Law from the Bible and
to insist that it or they are obligatory on all
Christians. Why do you stop there? Why
are not all the interrelated laws of Judaism
equally binding on Christians?
Judaism and Christianity are two distinct communities that share a lot but are
distinct. Paul says that insisting Christians
keep Jewish observances makes one a
Judaizer, which he did not mean as a
compliment.
The Rev. William Gartig is priest-in-charge
at St. Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati.
Questions about the Bible or other
religious subjects may be sent to
2146 Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CLERGY CHANGES

CALENDAR
April

4-6 – Deacons’ School at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay
Sturm at 800.461.8424 or 614.461.8429.
5 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention training, at St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church, 7121 Muirfield Drive in Dublin. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are required. The cost of the training is $15, which includes
lunch and materials. Payment should be mailed to Geri McDaniel, Diocese of
Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St. Cincinnati, 45202 or register online under
Administration, Misconduct Prevention. Make checks payable to the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. Training is required of all clergy, employees of a church, youth
ministers, Stephen Ministers, Eucharistic Visitors, counselors, volunteers and any
lay person that interacts or has care of children. Contact: Deacon Fred Shirley or
Deacon Diana Shirley at 614.882.9038.
7 – Stewardship Commission meeting, 6 to 9 p.m. at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: Dick Tuttle at 740.374.8508.
7 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle Thompson at richelle_
thompson@episcopal-dso.org or 740.355.7964.
8 – Anti-Racism Task Force meeting, 5 to 8 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Debbie Stokes at 614.933.8715.
9 – Commission on Congregational Life meeting, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Pat Ellertson at 740.826.4270.
11-13 – Young Adult Retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact:
Roger Speer at 614.330.6797.
12 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training at All Saints
Episcopal Church, 5101 Johnstown Road, New Albany, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. See registration information above.
12 – Diocesan Council meeting, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Rob Baldwin at 937.773.1241.
15 – Executive Staff meeting, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Diocesan House
17 – Interns meeting, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
18-20 – Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative weekend at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.461.8424 or 614.461.8429.
19 – ECSF Chocolate Fest. Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park, from 2-5 p.m.
Contact: Ariel Miller at 513.513.221.0547. See story, page 14.
21 – Meeting of the trustees of the Church Foundation, 3 p.m. at Procter Camp
& Conference Center. Contact: Chris Stires at 800.582.1712.
22 – Full diocesan staff meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. All diocesan offices closed.
24-26 – Commission on Ministry meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: the Rev. Jack Koepke at 937.293.1154.
30 – Advisory Committee on Compensation & Resources meeting, 2:30 p.m. at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.

The Rev. Anne Wrider is serving as interim rector of Indian Hill EpiscopalPresbyterian Church. She had been serving as canon pastor at Christ Church
Cathedral.
After 17 years as rector of St. George’s, Dayton, the Rev. Carol Hull is retiring. Her
last Sunday at St. George’s will be May 18. Carol and her husband Tom plan to move
to Lake Oswego near Portland, Ore., to be closer to children and grandchildren.

REST IN PEACE

The Rev. Merrick Andrew Danforth, a retired priest of the diocese, died March 10,
in Lake Helen, Fla. He was 84. A graduate of Bexley Hall and ordained in 1966, Father
Danforth served at Church of the Redeemer in 1967 before being called as rector of St.
John’s, Lancaster. He served there for 20 years. He also was a member of the diocese’s
Music and Liturgical Commission and served two terms on the Standing Committee
in the 1980s. Since his retirement and move to Florida, Father Danforth has been an
associate at St. Barnabas, DeLand, since 1997.
Survivors include his wife Jean; two children, Marna Blake and James; four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. The service was held March 14 at St. Barnabas,
319 W. Wisconsin Ave., Deland, Fla.

OF NOTE

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal announced in early March that the congregation of
St. Michael and All Angels would hold its final service by the end of the month. For
various reasons, this congregation dwindled to a very small number. The Commission
on Congregational Life reviewed the situation and voted to recommend to the bishop
and Standing Committee that it was time for the congregation to close. The Standing
Committee concurred, as did the bishop.
He wrote in a letter to the diocese, “I want to assure you that the existing food
pantry and health ministry, both of which are funded by ECSF and Procter Fund
money, will continue. I am committed to an Episcopal presence in the Avondale area
of Cincinnati and intend to restart a ministry there in the next six months. In the meantime, I will appoint trustees to manage the property and assets as the canons require.
“I give thanks for the people of St. Michael and All Angels and for that congregation’s
historic witness, and I look forward to new and vibrant ministry taking shape in
the coming years. If you have any questions, please contact me at 800.582.1712 or
bishop_breidenthal@episcopal-dso.org.”

VISITATIONS
April
6
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
13 Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
20 Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
27 Bishop Breidenthal

May
1 – Youth Mission Grant (2nd) deadline. Contact: the Rev. Nancy HopkinsGreene at 513.321.6700.
2-4 - Deacons’ School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay
Sturm at 800.461.8424 or 614.461.8429.
3 – Mission Convocation at Procter Camp & Conference Center. 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Registration at 9:30 a.m. Register online at www.episcopal-dso.org.
5 – Stewardship Commission meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 6
to 9 p.m. Contact: Dick Tuttle at 740.374.8508.
7 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle Thompson at 740.355.7964.
7 – Commission on Congregational Life meeting at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact: Pat Ellertson at 740.826.4270
9-10 – Clergy spouse and partners retreat at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Gail Engdahl at 740.374.5077.
10 – Anti-Racism training at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Contact: Debbie Stokes at 614.933.8715.
13 – Executive staff meeting, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Diocesan House.
15 – Interns meeting, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
17 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training at St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church, 232 E. Main Street, Lebanon, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. See registration
information above.
26 – Memorial Day. Diocesan offices closed.
27 – Executive and Program staff meeting, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at East Region
office in Portsmouth.

Bishop Price

May
4
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Pentecost
11
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

18
25
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Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

Epiphany, Nelsonville and St. Paul, Logan
Redeemer, Hyde Park
St. Stephen, Columbus
Calvary, Cincinnati
St. James, Piqua
All Saints, Pleasant Ridge
St. Luke, Sayler Park
7 p.m. St. Barnabas, Montgomery
no visitations, Forward Board meeting in
California

Indian Hill Church
St. George, Washington Twp.
Holy Trinity, Oxford
St. Thomas, Terrace Park
3 p.m. Christ Church Cathedral regional
confirmations
Christ Church, Springfield
Trinity, Troy
St. Andrew, Dayton
St. Paul, Dayton

NEWS

Report from the House of Bishops
The House of Bishops gathered at Camp Allen Conference Center in Texas for their
annual spring meeting March 7-12. Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal and Bishop Kenneth
L. Price Jr. attended the meeting, which was designed as a retreat, with a short amount
of time set aside for legislation. After the meeting, Southern Ohio’s bishops posted on
the website and through e-Connections this report to the diocese:
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We have just returned from the House of Bishops meeting at Camp Allen Conference
Center in Texas in time for Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter. We look forward to
walking with you on the journey from the cross to the resurrection.
As you know, the House of Bishops meeting was a retreat and primarily an opportunity for reflection and discussion. We spent most of our time in small table groups. Bishop
Tom served as a facilitator for one of these groups, while Bishop Ken is the secretary
of the House of Bishops. In the small groups, we talked a great deal about reconciliation and particularly about the difference between reconciled and reconciling – about
the importance of having an attitude of reconciling toward one another even if we don’t
agree. We exercised the discipline of seeking and serving Christ in all people.
We spent a lot of time preparing ourselves for the Lambeth Conference, the time
this summer when bishops from around the Anglican Communion will gather at the
Lambeth Palace at the invitation of the Archbishop of Canterbury. A group of bishops
reported that Bishop Gene Robinson of New Hampshire will not receive an invitation
to the Lambeth Conference. Bishop Robinson plans to attend in an unofficial manner,
and we hope that our brother and sister bishops have a chance to engage with Bishop
Robinson without having the issue of homosexuality hijack the conference. Other key
players, including several African bishops, have said they will not attend the Lambeth
Conference. We are saddened to not hear the full range of voices. Anytime the body is

NEWS NOTES
Spa day for clergy spouses, partners
Clergy spouses and partners are invited to a Handson Spa retreat on May 9-10 at the Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Registration begins at 4 p.m. with
workshops, massages and discussion with speaker
Kathryn Bonner, author of Confessions of a Pastor’s
Wife. Cost is $15 for a shared room and $25 for private room. The retreat ends on Saturday at 1:30 p.m.,
leaving plenty of time to return home for Mother’s
Day celebrations. Registration deadline: April 15.
Register online or contact Amy Halt at 513.674.9779
or ahalt@fuse.net.

Dayton Deanery holds
adult confirmation, renewal class
What does it mean to be an Episcopalian? An Anglican?
Who were the thinkers and spiritual guides who shaped
our church? Join the evening adult class open to anyone
in the Dayton Deanery. Come meet the men and women
who have shaped the Episcopal Church, the glorious
companions who are part of the Anglican family tree.
Join other Episcopalians on a journey to discover who
they are by looking to the past and by meeting the church
of today.
This class meets on Thursday evenings, starting April 3
through May 8 from 7-8:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s, Oakwood.
The class will be taught by Dayton Deanery clergy:
the Rev. Jack Koepke, the Rev. Jane Gerdsen, the Rev.
John Paddock, the Rev. Ben Speare-Hardy and the Rev.
Mike Kreutzer. The text is Glorious Companions: Five
Centuries of Anglican Spirituality. The book can be purchased from Amazon.com or will be available for $20 at
the first class. Child care is available upon request; please
call St. Paul’s if you will need child care. Sign up at any
of the deanery churches or contact the Rev. Jane Gerdsen
at 937.278.7345 or email jane.standrews@sbcglobal.net.

diminished, there is less effectiveness.
We had very deep conversation about the possibility of an Anglican Covenant. Wide
ranging opinions emerged on the issue, with concerns about the possibility of creating
another level of hierarchy or the danger of relinquishing the unique, informal bonds of
the Anglican Communion.
We heard several reports during the gathering. Linda Watt, chief operating officer of
The Episcopal Church, gave an overview of the reorganization of the Church Center.
This shift includes opening four satellite offices in Los Angeles, Seattle, Atlanta and
Omaha, Neb., in addition to current offices in Washington, D.C., and the main church
center in New York City. Linda compared how the reorganization would come together
with the precision of the Ohio State University’s marching band. We can only wait to
see if church center staff learns how to march in script Episcopalian.
Bishop Tom is part of a group charged with exploring the future of theological education. We reported to the House of Bishops a structure for those conversations: we plan
to convene all of the seminary deans followed by a theological education summit with
participation by a variety of stakeholders.
Although our legislation was limited, we engaged in some difficult decisions.
After much prayer and discussion, the House consented to the depositions of Bishop
John-David Schofield of San Joaquin and Bishop Suffragan William Jackson Cox
of Maryland. We also talked about ways to lift up the ministry of the continuing
Episcopalians in the Diocese of San Joaquin. We encourage you to read about some of
the other decisions, as reported by the Episcopal News Service.
We are reinvigorated by this time with our brother and sister bishops. We are able to
speak freely of our challenges and struggles, to worship and pray together and to draw
strength from this community. We thank you for your support and prayers and wish you
a blessed Holy Week.

Renewal of Vows

Nearly 100 clergy and spouses gathered at Procter Camp &
Conference Center on Tuesday of Holy Week for the annual
Renewal of Vows. This special service call upon each ordained
order (bishop, priest and deacon) to reaffirm the ordination vows.
At left Bishop Ken Price preached about why Jesus had to die.
Often people ask why Jesus had to
die so early – think of all the good
he could have done with more
years on earth to preach and teach,
Bishop Price said. But through the
Gospel lesson and the story of the
Resurrection, we learn that “Jesus
had to die so that we might live,”
Bishop Price said.
During the service, the bishops also
bless the holy oils that are used
throughout the year for anointing
for healing and baptism. At right,
Bishop Breidenthal blesses the oil of Chrism (baptism) and says,
“We pray you to consecrate this oil, that those who are sealed
with it may share in the royal priesthood of Jesus Christ.”

Celebrate Church Periodical Club
Sunday on May 4
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori has
declared May 4 to be Church Periodical Club (CPC)
Sunday. Founded in 1888, the Church Periodical Club is
an Episcopal institution; its ministry is to supply books,
magazines, tapes, videos and computer programs free to
those who cannot otherwise obtain them and to raise the
money to do this.
There are two primary granting funds. The National
Books Fund holds two granting sessions yearly and
responds to requests for books and related materials
around the world. The Miles of Pennies fund is exclusively used for the book needs of children; grants are

13

Photos by Richelle Thompson

made year round. In 2007, the CPC awarded more than
$60,000 in grants.
Congregations are encouraged to put out penny collection jars –a mile in pennies adds up to $844.80. Also
churches may download grant request forms at www.
episcopal-dso.org/cpc.

St. Margaret’s holds Spring Fling
St. Margaret’s, Dayton, is hosting a Spring Fling dinner and dance on April 18 from 7 p.m. to midnight at
the Meadowbrook Country Club, 6001 Salem Pike in
Dayton. Cost is $50 per ticket for dinner and dancing.
Proceeds will support St. Margaret’s and its ministries. Information or tickets: contact St. Margaret’s at
937.837.7741.

NEWS

Do good, eat chocolate!

Randy Young of St. Paul’s, Oakwood and Dianne Aglamesis
Lytle and Jim Aglamesis of St. Thomas Terrace Park will
share their expertise at ECSF’s chocolate fest after the tremendous work of getting ready for Easter. Members of the
Graeter family also belong to St. Thomas. Choosing among
the fabulous Easter basket ingredients at Aglamesis and
Graeter’s is a Cincinnati tradition. Young will serve as one of
the contest judges.

ECSF’s board invites everyone to the first Episcopal
Chocolate Savoring Festival on April 19 from 2-5 p.m.
at the Church of the Redeemer in Cincinnati. The featured event is a chocolate contest open to bakers and
candy makers of all ages, with the bishops and some of
Cincinnati’s finest chocolatiers serving as judges.
There are lots of ways to pitch in and have fun:
• Enter the contest
• Contribute a silent auction item
• Or just come!
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children under 12,
with $20/maximum per household.
The proceeds will go into ECSF grants aiding congregations throughout the diocese to respond to hunger,
homelessness and other human needs.
A ticket entitles you to sample anything. Bring your
checkbook or credit card to bid on the silent auction items
or to lobby shamelessly for your favorite recipe by buying
chips to vote for it.
The chips will be tallied by saintly election officials to
name People’s Choice winners in five categories: cookies, brownies, other baked goods, candy, and soft chocolate (mousse, pudding, or sauce).
The bishops and celebrity judges will choose winners
in three categories: Most Beautiful, Most Unique, and
Best Overall Chocolate Creation. A winning recipe will
also be chosen in each of two youth divisions: Under age
12 and age 12-18.
No campaign finance limits apply in the People’s Choice
Contest. “Vote early and often!” says Bonnie Kretschmer
of the ECSF board, who is chairing the event.

Mariann Price, wife of Bishop Ken Price, is creating a
Confectionary Quilt for the auction, and Bishop Tom and
Margaret Breidenthal are offering an evening for two to
attend the Cincinnati Opera’s production of Donizetti’s
Lucia de Lammemour with them on June 26.
The auction already includes many other delightful
items that fit into any budget, including a behind-thescenes tour of WGUC Classical Radio with radio host
Naomi Lewin, a stained glass crèche designed by Dr. Milt
Wyman of St. Peter’s, Delaware, and vouchers for loaves
home-baked by the Redeemer Bread Ministry.
To enter the contest or donate a silent auction item, visit
ECSF’s website www.ecsfsouthernohio.org and choose
the link at the top of the home page, or call 513.221.0547.
To buy tickets, please send a check payable to “ECSF” at
412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. Tickets will
be held for you at the door.
The inspiration for the Chocolate Fest came from the
Rev. Canon Vicki Zust and the Rev. Dave Halt, ECSF
board president and rector of St. James, Cincinnati.
In addition to Kretschmer of Redeemer, the planning
committee includes fellow ECSF trustees Connie ReyesRau of St. Thomas, Francie Morrison of Redeemer and
Gene Wilson of Our Saviour, Cincinnati.
Cathedral members Toni Grate and Louise Stainaker
are organizing the auction, Judy Keim of St. Anne’s West
Chester is coordinating the chocolate contest entries and
Elizabeth Grover of Redeemer is overseeing invitations
and communications. Cathy Theobald of Christ Church
Glendale designed the mouth-watering invitation sent to
ECSF supporters right after Easter.

Evensong: A Contemporary Spiritual Experience
BY BARBARA LYGHTEL ROHRER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Candlelight flickers as the choir sings in the darkened
Centennial Chapel. The setting is quiet and intimate,
creating an ideal environment for those seeking a more
contemplative way
of worship. The
experience feeds a
contemporary spirit, but draws upon
an ancient tradition. It is Sunday
evensong at Christ
Church Cathedral.
The cathedral
has a long tradition
of offering services
of evensong on the
first Sunday of the
month, October
to May. This year,
the cathedral has
expanded
this
offering to every
Sunday (Easter Day The Cathedral choir rehearses.
excluded) and changed the starting time to 7 p.m.
“At these choir-based services, we give worshippers
the opportunity to hear beautiful music and prayers, to
hear passages of scripture, and to find ways that faith
can be relevant in their lives,” says Charles Hogan, the
cathedral’s director of music. “Essentially, we supply

the environment where people can spiritually respond
to the ambiance, instead of being taught by an individual.”
On the first Sunday of each month, the cathedral choirs,
comprising both volunteer and professional singers dedicated to a professional standard of singing, join voice with
organ to sing festive
music for an experience that reflects
the typical Anglican
experience. On the
other Sundays, the
feel is more mystical, when Faburden,
the cathedral’s professional evensong
chamber
choir,
sings unaccompanied. These services
emphasize a quiet,
meditative atmosphere and feature
contemplative music
from
Hildegard
to Byrd to modern
atmospheric music,
such as Pärt. As the choir’s name suggests (faburden is the
14th-century English practice of harmonizing plainsong),
chant is an essential ingredient in the mystical evensong
recipe.
For more information about evensong services at the
cathedral, go to www.christchurchcincinnati.org.
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Music for young voices

The increased scheduling of evensong to weekly
Sunday evening services grew out of an expansion of the cathedral’s music program, which
also includes a formation of a choir for children.
The Cathedral Choir for Boys & Girls, for young
singers grades 3 to 12, is open to youth from
Cincinnati-area Episcopal churches and is constructed in such a way as to not interfere with the
worship schedules of the young singers’ home
parishes. The choir will eventually add evensong
on Wednesday afternoons to the liturgical offerings of the cathedral.
“The Cathedral Choir for Boys & Girls is a wonderful opportunity to augment the musical life
of the diocese, working in tandem with existing
parish children’s choirs to strengthen them and
offering an experience to those children whose
parishes have no program,” says Charles Hogan,
the cathedral’s director of music.
In addition to learning how to sing, the children
learn music theory and sight singing, while building an understanding of the context of music
and church history and their role in the Christian
community.
For information about joining the Cathedral
Choir for Boys & Girls, contact Charles Hogan at
513.842.2065 or chogan@cccath.org.

REFLECTIONS

Despite snow, hundreds come together for reconciliation
BY ELIZABETH GROVER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
In the wake of the biggest snow of the winter, the people of three Cincinnati parishes engaged in an exercise in
racial reconciliation. Hundreds of people from Redeemer,
Hyde Park, St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, and St.
Andrew’s, Evanston, braved the snow and other logistical
problems to spend all or part of their day in mid-March
listening to the Rev. Dr. Michael Battle, canon theologian
of the Diocese of Los Angeles and former professor at
Virginia Theological Seminary.
This man of God began by admitting that he is an introvert and continued in his unassuming way to bathe us in his
wisdom and insight throughout the day. In his morning ser- The Reconciliation Conference concluded with anointing for
mon, he pointed out that the presenting issue in any given all who wished. Here, priests of Greater Cincinnati share a
disagreement is rarely the real underlying issue, and he moment of deep prayer and fellowship.
encouraged us to show others the resurrection in the midst
of the conflicts and challenges of life. The afternoon work- and beyond our cultural comfort zones. We then put this
shop began with the Rite of Reconciliation and included a principle into practice with a celebration of the Eucharist
film clip about the Truth and Reconciliation Commission that included spirited music by a combined choir from all
in South Africa, large- and small-group discussions around three parishes. The enthusiasm of the St. Andrew’s Gospel
the topic of racial reconciliation, and a closing Liturgy for Choir had the entire congregation clapping by the end of
Healing with anointing. It was amazing to watch strang- the service. The evening supper was a good chance to get
ers really listen to each other and really appreciate being to know new friends even better.
Worshiping together is not new to these Episcopal neightogether. Battle spoke of the importance of worship,
saying that the “theology of proximity” was vital to our bors. In 1999, St. Andrew’s and Redeemer co-sponsored
communal liturgical life. That means just show up and be a week-long revival – complete with a variety of liturgies
together! Our community is enriched when we worship and guest preachers. Since then, the churches have yearned
together – especially beyond our individual congregations to find ways to connect again. This new friendship among

parishes is enhanced by the longstanding friendship between
Redeemer’s rector, the Rev. Bruce A. Freeman, and St.
Simon of Cyrene’s rector, the Rev. Trevor Babb, who served
in neighboring parishes in
Western Massachusetts in the
early 1990s. Since last fall,
Freeman and Babb – along
God of reconciliwith St. Andrew’s rector, the
ation, we ask you
Rev. Stockton Wulsin, and
to grant us the
Redeemer Associate Rector,
strength of will to
the Rev. Charlie Brumbaugh
move beyond the
– have met and planned this
pain that we have
weekend. The music direcexperienced and
tors also worked together to
the pain that we
coordinate the performance
have caused, that
by the three choirs.
through forgiveMany participants exness, we may reach
pressed the hope that this
out our hands in
step would prompt new
love to all people.
connections and new

‘

’

understandings between
parishes and between races.
We encouraged our new
friends to visit each other’s churches. We are determined
to spend time with our brothers and sisters in Christ. We
will listen to each other’s stories. We will join in ministry
together. We will love each other – as Jesus commanded
us. We are grateful to Michael Battle for gently but boldly
confronting us with the opportunity to reach beyond ourselves in this important way.

A pub crawl pays off: Benefit Bank assists hospitality workers
BY CHARLES STOUGH
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
They were the biggest tips they ever got.
Servers, cooks, bartenders, hotel workers and others who
make their livings in the hospitality trade are prime examples of
working-class folk whom the Benefit Bank aims to reach.
They almost universally qualify for free tax preparation, Home Energy Assistance (HEAP) and other benefits.
They’re often surprised to hear that, and when they see the
dollar values of the tax benefits, their eyes bug.
A typical restaurant staffer earns barely minimum wage.
I make hospitality workers a special mission for Benefit
Bank, which I represent as a member of AmeriCorps Charley Stough (right), retired reporter and VISTA member at
VISTA program (Volunteers in Service to America).
Christ Church in Dayton, meets with some employees at the
Such “working poor” are well within income limits for bistro next to his former newspaper office.
discounted heating bills and free home weatherization services. The earned income tax credit (EITC) was made for benefits go to deserving people, their lives are changed,
them, especially if they are raising small children. Many and Ohio’s economy gets a boost.
are eligible for food stamps and day care subsidies, not to
That’s why the Ohio Association of Second Harvest
mention medical insurance and discount pharmacy cards. Foodbanks has hundreds of Benefit Bank sites, and VISTA
But oddly, they often have to be convinced that they are members train more counselors all the time.
eligible, and then convinced again that they should apply.
Churches, social service agencies, charitaThese are people who are used to bringing things, not tak- ble groups, food pantries and many other organizaing. I hand them Benefit Bank brochures and my business tions are in the Benefit Bank network. From time to
card, and they wrinkle their noses doubtfully.
time, the other VISTAs and I also do “direct service”
“I don’t want to take it away from someone else,” they with individual clients.
commonly say.
In the little Dayton restaurant-bar that I patronized for
Frankly, showing them how to apply for benefits is decades of my career at the Dayton Daily News, one aftersometimes a hard sell. To get the idea, imagine trying to noon the manager asked, “So what have you been doing
unionize nuns.
lately, Charley?”
What generally ends up convincing them to apply for the
I told her about HEAP.
benefits is that they are not taking anything away from oth“Really?” she said. “My furnace is a relic. Can I get that?”
ers. In Ohio this year, according to the Governor’s Office
Shortly I had executed HEAP applications for her, two
of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives and the Benefit cooks and a cook’s grown daughter.
Bank, more than $1.5 billion in benefits and tax breaks will
Each of them got about $300 in utility discounts
go unclaimed. Nationwide, it is $35 billion per year.
and up to $3,200 in free home weatherization.
Most of that is federal money, already appropriated by Then came tax time. Just the fact that the tax prep was
Congress, waiting for someone to ask for it. When such free was a major saving for them. Even a simple return
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for a part-time waitress, at some storefront tax services,
can cost hundreds of dollars with fees and interest on
refund-anticipation loans.
A bar is probably not the usual setting for social
service, even for a former Peace Corps Volunteer
(Panama, 1964-66). But I took a laptop computer and a printer and set up in a corner during slack
times after lunch. They stacked cups and vacuumed the
nearly empty place for the next rush, then slid into the seat
one at a time. It took two days to do everybody.
We were a scene from Damon Runyon.
Wisecracks about ex-spouses, hungry children and
surly landlords were rife. Consider: One day they
pulled the plug on the jukebox. I protested that I
didn’t need library-quiet conditions (sometimes I even
miss the old newsroom chaos). A waitress whispered,
frowning, “No, it’s not that. There’s a regular guy coming
in, and he always plays Sinatra. We don’t wanna hear that
while we do taxes.”
Privacy is a Benefit Bank rule, so when each calculation
was done, I quietly pointed to the screen and muttered results
to each client. But they had other ideas. Every time, they
jumped up and shouted, “Hey! Listen to what I’m getting
back!” Their fellow employees always hooted and cheered.
I was particularly happy to help one waitress. She had
missed work on the first day of tax prep because, she
said, she had “slipped on the ice” and cut her lip.
A welt still showed. We did her returns for 2006 and
2007. She didn’t think she would get much back, she
explained, but she wanted to file so that the expected special economic stimulus check would find her.
Not much, did she say? Her refunds for 2006 totaled more
than $800, and for the two years about $1,800.
She watched the blinking lights on the computer screen
as the electronic filing was launched with the press of a button. Nursing her cut lip, she said, “Now I can move out on
the [jerk].”
I never left a waitress a better tip than that one.

SUMMER CAMP ’08

Specialty camps offer
wide-ranging appeal
BY PAUL HARDIN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Well, here we go. Another exciting camping season is being planned
at Procter! This summer should be one
to talk about for many years to come.
Serving along with Lauren Peelman as
co-coordinators, Ruth Paulus as camp
director and Roger Speer as special advisor to the camping program, I look forward to this camping season. We are all
working to make this summer one of the Paul Hardin
best ever, and it is with delight that I can
share with information about three amazing specialty camps.

Outdoor Adventure Camp, July 16-20
For rising 5th through 12th graders, this camp has become
very popular. In a relaxed atmosphere, campers set up tents,
prepare meals for themselves and others and focus on the
environment as a part of their spiritual growth. Activities
include canoeing, interacting with a Native American tribe and
an adventure trail designed by some of the veteran campers.
On the day of the Native American visit, campers will witness
what life was like for Native Americans: from living arrangements to food preparation to seeing how they interacted with
the environment. A great aspect of this day will be seeing
how Native Americans utilized their spirituality for their wellbeing.

Money matters: Help youth
get camp experience
BY RUTH PAULUS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The hope of spring! I know it is coming. It’s not as
evident as I write this, but faith abounds.
Registrations for camp are coming as well, and
that is a sure sign that the summer camping season is
on its way. One of the questions I frequently receive
is: “Are scholarships available?”
Yes, there are scholarships, but not as many as in
years prior.
Let me remind folks of what we customarily
request. If you find that your finances will be genuinely strained by sending your child to camp, the first
step is to consider the 1/3 option. The 1/3 Option is
that the cost of camp is split three ways, between
the camper, the camper’s parish, and Procter Camp
in the form of a scholarship. This amounts to about
$67 per shareholder. If that truly is not feasible, and
in some cases it is not, then there are other options
to consider.
Some parishes support their campers by holding
fundraisers. Tried and true bake sales or car washes
allow campers to be involved in the fundraising
endeavor. Other churches hold spaghetti suppers or
chili cook-offs as inexpensive ways of generating
money as well as providing an opportunity to invite

the community into the church.
Other parishes hold special evenings. Church of the
Epiphany, Urbana, holds a supper and silent auction, which
raises enough money to enable
their campers to attend at little
or no cost.
Occasionally, I receive donaThe Rev. Ruth Paulus tions that are earmarked for
scholarships: “If you know of a
child who needs a scholarship,
use this money for them!” Through the generosity of anonymous donors, some youth have had the
opportunity to experience camp. If you have been a
camper yourself, you know what this sort of donation
means in the lives of those who are potential campers. Even donating a partial scholarship makes a huge
difference!
Of course, when all else fails, we are delighted to
provide scholarships as we can. It is not our policy to
deprive a child of the experience of camp. However, we
must be good stewards of the money given for scholarships and designated for summer camp.
If you would like to donate to Procter summer camp,
contact Ruth Paulus at rb1paulus@yahoo.com.

Creation Camp, July 28-31
For rising 6th through 12th graders, this camping program is
an extension of Creative Arts Camp, which has been very well
received. During this week, campers will interact with creative
arts and spirituality. They will design a closing program with
the help of chaplains and counselors and utilize their creative
talents to glorify God’s name. New to this week is an emphasis
on tying in athletic talents with spirituality. This is not going to
be just any old sports camp, but rather illustrate how campers
utilize their athletic gifts in praising God. Campers will focus
on both of these ways to utilize their gifts. All of this will
make for a very fun week.

Wee Tweens Camp (formerly 1, 2, 3
Camp), July 17-20
For rising 1st through 3rd graders with an accompanying adult,
this camp is one of my all-time favorite camps because it was
my first camping experience. We will focus on the mystery of
the child and how a child’s innocence can be so powerful to the
Church. Also, at this camp we will allow for parental and child
interaction, trying to develop a deeper understanding by both parties. This is a good week for campers to get the feel of Procter, yet
still feel safe with an adult there. Children will stay in the cabins
with counselors, while parents are in a different cabin away from
their children. Parents and children will only interact a few times
during the day but still act as a safety net for their child. The basis
of this camp is to get younger children more involved. This camp
has been a huge influence in my life, and when I was a camper, I
couldn’t wait to be a counselor. It is a good time for younger kids
to interact with responsible counselors and see them as role models as well. I still remember going to this camp with my mother
and father. Having them there – but also being on my own – is
something I’ll never forget.
Paul Hardin is one of the program coordinators for the 2008 Procter
Summer Camp season. Contact him at phhardin@owu.edu

Program introduces new methods of formation
There have been some exciting new changes to the
camp programs this summer.
Rising 4th and 5th graders will not only be learning how to serve as acolytes but also will talk about
the different seasons in the church as well as the significance of the church calendar. Rising 6th and 7th
graders will learn the importance of the collects, how
to write them and how to pray. They also will have a
chance to provide service for others. There will also
be a formation tract that focuses on the proclamation
of the gospel. Rising 8th and 9th graders will still
have the opportunity to learn chalice bearing and participate in contemplative worship design, but they’ll
also now be able to participate in “wrestling with
angels,” which entails telling their faith story.
For rising 10th through 12th graders, healing prayer,
how to write your own sermon and understanding and
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developing a worship service will
still be offered, but we are proud
to now offer Life after Procter.
Life after Procter is for graduating seniors and focuses on life
after high school, their religious
life and the overall college experience. The staff will be able to
answer questions or concerns,
Lauren Peelman
based on firsthand experiences.
Family Camp also has some
exciting new changes: evening activities will be themed
and feature a more traditional “family” aspect.
Lauren Peelman is one of the program coordinators for
the 2008 Procter Summer Camp season. Contact her
at LPeelman@ashland.edu.

