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Cathedral
preserves
saint’s Bible

the bread of life

By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal offers communion at Christ Church Cathedral to members of the Diocesan Girls’ Junior
School Choir from Hong Kong. They traveled to Cincinnati in July to participate in the World Choir Games and performed at the cathedral during Sunday worship. Read more about the event on page 7. Photo by Charleston Wang

The well-worn Bible of the first Native
American ordained an Episcopal priest
will be returned to its home congregation,
thanks to Christ Church Cathedral.
The Bible belonged to Enmegahbowh,
whose life and ministry among the Native Enmegahbowh, the
Americans in Minnesota in the 1800s led first Native American
to his commemoration as a saint in The ordained an Episcopal
Episcopal Church. Enmegahbowh (pro- priest
nounced En-meh-GAH-bah) lived into
his name, which means “the man who stands beside his people.”
He served 44 years with the Ojibwe people (also known as the
Chippewa), founding St. Columba’s Episcopal Church, and even
helping thwart an attack by other tribes on white and Native
American communities.
Enmegahbowh “is a man who brought the church to his
people,” said the Rev. Canon Robert Two Bulls, missioner for the
Please see Enmegahbowh, Page 12

General Convention charts new path
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
Bishops and deputies faced the elephant in the room at the
77th General Convention.
Putting aside their own interests, deputies and bishops
unanimously called for structure reform, acknowledging that
today’s church requires a re-imagining of the organization and
institution, from top to bottom – and back again. The unanimous vote was the first on a matter of policy that seasoned
deputies could remember.
General Convention, the governing body of The Episcopal
Church which meets every three years, also took historic steps
toward full inclusion, approving a trial liturgy for same-sex
blessings and extending opportunities to the transgender community. As the eight-day gathering in Indianapolis in July, The

Episcopal Church affirmed its commitment to the
Of course, General Convention is more than the
wider church but did not adopt the Anglican
sum
of resolutions and policy decisions. Each day,
More
Covenant, a document that seeks to define and
deputies, bishops and guests gathered together
General
dictate policy and theological positions across
for worship. Special guests – from Anglican
Convention
the Anglican Communion.
churches around the world to representatives of
Deputies and bishops wrangled over the
other
denominations – attended the gathering,
news, pictures
2013-15 budget for The Episcopal Church,
testifying at hearings, witnessing the proceedpages 2-5
trying to find ways to fund myriad ministries
ings, and networking at events and mealtimes.
across the church despite declining revenues and
The Exhibit Hall presented a slice of Episcopal life,
resources. Ultimately the two houses adopted a budget
with vendors ranging from seminaries and publishers
through the lens of the Anglican Communion’s Five Marks of
to non-profit jewelry makers and vestment clothiers.
Mission. These five marks are: to proclaim the Good News of the
At the same time, Episcopal Church Women prayed and
Kingdom; to teach, baptize and nurture new believers; to respond played together at the Triennial Meeting. They offered workto the human need by loving service; to seek to transform unjust shops on topics from StreetChurch to Twitter – and raised
structures of society; and to strive to safeguard the integrity of more than $25,000 to support local, national and global social
creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.
justice initiatives.
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GC77: Notes from the bishop
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal blogged
during General Convention, sharing his
views and reflections with the people of
Southern Ohio. Here are excerpts. To read
all of the blogs, visit http://www.diosohio.org/digital_faith/gc

July 5
It’s Thursday night, July 5th, and I’m
looking northwest out of our hotel room over
the White River, with twinkling Indianapolis
lights as far as the eye can see, and a huge,
anvil-shaped thunderhead just picking up the
last trace of sunset. Perhaps the heat will be
broken by more storms.
Monday evening we hosted a Southern
Ohio table at the closing gala of the national
Union of Black Episcopalians annual meeting. This splendid event, presided over by our
own John Harris, treasurer of our diocese but
also president of U.B.E., marked 35 years of
women in the priesthood, and conferred four
awards honoring the
Bishop
powerful ministries
Thomas E.
of four women, lay
Breidenthal and ordained.
Wednesday
began early as the
various legislative
committees
met
and got organized.
I was appointed by
the Presiding Bishop
to
Legislative
Committee #6, on
the Structure of the Church. I am told this is
usually a sleepy and fairly hum-drum committee, but not this year!
There is tremendous energy church wide
around the urgent need to revamp how we
do things in the face of a rapidly shifting
world and a declining institutional church.
You may recall that our diocesan convention
last November passed a resolution urging
General Convention to initiate a process
leading to real and timely change. We joined
more than 40 dioceses in calling for this.
Now all these resolutions await action, and
the Committee on Structure is where they
have landed.
I’m not sure where we’ll go from here. It
is clear that as a church we have arrived at a
decisive fork in the road. Either we reshape
ourselves so that we can do whatever God is
calling us to do, or we freeze and do nothing
substantial. One way will lead to new but
unfamiliar life; the other will lead to further
decline and irrelevance.
I am confident that the Episcopal Church
will choose life. My confidence arises from
the vigor and readiness for adventure I
experience in Southern Ohio, and which I

Southern Ohio’s deputation and Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal.
sensed in the witness of so many from across
the church in this evening’s open hearing.
But once we choose life, the hard work of
change (including loss) begins. Can we stay
the course?

July 7
I was very moved by this morning’s worship. The eucharists at General Convention
are always powerful, partly because of the
sheer size of the assembly, partly because we
move directly from all our committee work
into the gathering throng flowing like a river
into the prayer hall. It is both reassuring and
bracing to be reminded that the work we are
doing, as frustrating and timid as it often is,
is all for this: the church gathered for worship and mission.
But today’s gathering hit me especially
hard. The local planning committee had
decided to feature a different language each
day. When I had found my seat next to
Margaret and was reading the service bulletin, I was startled to learn that one of the
readings was to be in Hmong. The Hmong
are a mountain people in Laos, despised by
their neighbors, chronically poor, with no
written language. (Their story is that long ago
they had a sacred book, but the cows and rats
ate it, so from then on everything was oral.)
During the Vietnam war, the Hmong people
placed themselves at great risk by helping
the American forces. When we pulled out of
southeast Asia, we offered asylum to them
in the States. To make a long story short,
many Hmong ended up in Portland, Oregon,
and settled in the very neighborhood where I
lived as a newly ordained priest.
This reminder of a now-distant part of my

life caught me off-balance -- the more so, as
we were celebrating the life and witness of
Jan Hus, the Czeck priest who sought reform
in the church about 100 years before Luther,
and was burned at the stake for it. I felt an
immediate connection between Jan Hus’
story and the Hmong, but I was not sure why.
On reflection, these are my thoughts:
The kingdom of God boils down to two
groups. First, the poor and desolate. Second,
those who have given themselves for the
Gospel. We may belong to one category or
the other in our lives, or both, but if we belong
to neither, our place in the kingdom will be
uncertain. As we heard in the second reading
today, in Hmong: “ I know your works: you
have a name or being alive, but you are dead.
Wake up and strengthen what remains and is
on the point of death” (Revelation 3:1-2). We
will be considered dead by God if we are not
alive to the Spirit (as the poor often are), and
alive to the poor (as we rich are invited by
Christ to be). How can this heart knowledge
shape our work together in Southern Ohio
more and more?

July 8
In addition to two legislative sessions, one
in the morning and the other in the afternoon,
I spent much of Saturday with the drafting
group of the Committee on Structure. We
holed up for several hours to hammer out
a resolution that tries as simply and transparently as possible to present a plan for a
creative and innovative re-imagining of the
structure of The Episcopal Church.
You will recognize in this resolution
part of the process that we have experienced in our own diocese. The resolution

includes provisions for seeking feedback and
input from people across the church to help
define our priorities and shape the structures
accordingly. Despite a tedious-sounding
name, the reshaping of the structures of the
wider church has become a central focus of
this convention. There is a general feeling
that the Episcopal Church as a whole has
become mired in outdated processes and
needs a clean sweep. This goes hand in hand
with the conviction that we must be loosed
to do God’s work, shedding the shackles
of layers upon layers of bureaucracy and
administration.
One of the highlights of each day is our
nightly gathering with the deputies. Today
was especially meaningful as the deputation
helped Margaret and me celebrate our wedding anniversary. I arrived late to the deputation meeting because of the work we were
doing on the structure resolution. I rushed up
to the room and opened the door, and everyone was waiting with a glass of champagne.
They raised a delightful toast in our honor.

July 10
Before the final vote in our committee on
the language of the structure resolution, we
were led in prayer by one of our members.
After we voted, we sang a hymn of thanks,
joined by all the visitors who had crowded
into our space to witness this moment.
I can’t predict how this will play out in
the two houses, but I am convinced that we
have taken the first step toward real change
for a new time. It is significant that we have
called for a task force that is independent of
the current power structures in the church.
Whether we will be able to ensure this independence going forward is a real question.
But the testimonies we heard at our open
hearing last Thursday evening made it clear
that everyone wants change. So I am hopeful
that a groundswell of support and prayer will
keep this task force from being ensnared by
old systems and entrenched agendas.
This afternoon the House of Bishops
debated the proposed provisional rite for
the blessing of same-sex unions. The conversation was thoughtful and respectful on
all sides. A main feature of the resolution is
that no priest or congregation is expected to
act against conscience. Many of the bishops
who voted against this resolution on principle stated that they would nevertheless be
able to live with its passage because they
would not feel coerced to allow the blessing
of same-sex unions. A substantial majority of
the bishops voted in favor of the resolution.
I should remind everyone at this point
that our diocese has permitted the blessing of
continued oN page 3
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Bishop’s note, continued from page 2

For me, the major event today was the
House of Bishop’s concurrence with the
same-sex unions since Easter of 2010. Like
resolution concerning restructuring the
the resolution that came before the House
church. The House of Deputies passed it
of Bishops today, our own policy has
unanimously yesterday, but we needed to
been very clear that no priest is required
sign off on it as well. I realized that I was
to bless a same-sex union against his or
slightly anxious. I had no doubt that the
her conscience, nor can such blessings be
bishops would pass it, but I wanted us to do
performed in congregations without their
so in a spirit of confidence and hope. I was
knowledge and permission.
wrong to be worried. Bishop after bishop
Today’s Eucharist focused on our Native
arose to commend the resolution, and it was
American community. We heard the readconcurred with unanimously, followed by
ings in Shoshone, Navajo and Lakota. I
enthusiastic applause.
was moved to hear Scripture proclaimed in
One comment along the way espethese languages, if for no other reason than Debby Stokes of St. Philip’s, Columbus, presents a resocially struck me. Bishop Ian Douglas of
that these languages still exist, despite every lution from the Education Committee to the House of
Connecticut noted that there have been two
attempt on the part of the dominant culture Deputies. Stokes was given the designation of senior
moments of decisive structural change in the
to destroy them. I was especially moved to deputy, reserved for those serving seven or more times at
history of the Episcopal Church, and now
hear the second lesson read in the language General Convention.
we are experiencing the third. In 1835 we
of the Navajo people. This language is full
declared the whole church to be the Domestic
of clicks! I used to hear it everyday in the
and Foreign Missionary Society, and 1919 we centralized our administraelevator when I was a seminarian doing Clinical Pastoral Education at tion in order to be a more top-down national church.
St. Joseph’s Hospital in Albuquerque. I was quite undone when I heard
What we are now embarked on is just as radical.
it again today, in the reading of Acts 10:30-38. A connection from long
What will our next iteration look like? Here’s what I think. The
ago was suddenly lighted up and brought into the present. There are thou- momentous decision of 1835 came after decades of lethargy and
sands upon thousands of connections lying inert within us, ready to be aimlessness following the revolutionary war. We had to think what it
lighted up by the Holy Spirit as pathways to service and self-discovery.
meant to be Anglican without a king. But the Holy Spirit woke us up
and inspired us with the idea of a church in which everyone was a missionary. The restructuring initiated in 1919 came on the heels of World
Today it cooled down enough to do all my walking outside. It was War I, when the church recognized its opportunity to play a role on the
a pleasure to get a sense of Indianapolis in the flesh as I made my way national and international stage as globalization began to happen. We
from the hotel to the convention center. We are surrounded by museums, are now entering a time when the church’s role as a missionary society
innumerable hotels and parks. I would like to come back sometime and is more crucial than ever, with each of us authorized and equipped as
take it all in.
ministers of reconciliation. But this is also a time when globalization
Despite the pressure of General Convention, each day is marked by has advanced to the point that we can no longer function effectively in
moments of great satisfaction and joy. Let me tell you about one such centralized organizations.
moment.
So, under these circumstances, what will the new church look like? It
Sometimes a resolution comes down the pike whose wisdom and will look like a church that is at once more diffuse and more connected;
beauty is almost breathtaking. This is how the whole House of Bishops more open to the world it inhabits yet more serious and intentional
felt about a resolution sent to us by the legislative committee on public about its mission; less top-down in its decision-making but more alive
policy. It concerned Israel and Palestine. Very often such resolutions to spiritual authority and hungry for a rule of life. That church is already
come across as one-sided and polarizing, even when they don’t intend here, if we pay attention. We must simply re-order ourselves so that our
to be. Not this one. It was all about how the Episcopal Church could habitual ways of doing business aren’t in the way. That’s the restructurhelp the Diocese of Jerusalem in its work of bringing Jews, Muslims ing. Beyond that, and perhaps before that, we must pray hard, together
and Christians together in pursuit of peace, and could pursue policies and in the privacy of our own hearts, to be malleable members of Christ’s
that would favor dialogue over division. This resolution didn’t skirt the body, so that we ourselves are not in the way.
profound challenges that face the two-state solution embraced by our
church, nor did it avoid naming concrete actions we can take, including
positive investment in Palestinian businesses to build up the economic
The House of Bishops adjourned Thursday at about 5:30 p.m., just a
infrastructure that is crucial to any future viability of Palestine as a state. few minutes ahead of the House of Deputies. Within two hours, Margaret
But there was no rancor in this resolution – rather a clearly articulated and I were on I-74, headed from Indianapolis for Cincinnati.
care for the people on both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian divide. Bishops
This was my second General Convention, so I was not as overwhelmed
across the whole political spectrum were able to rally around this piece as I was three years ago in Anaheim, and could assess what I experienced
of legislation – not because it offered no challenges, but because it chal- at this convention with a bit more objectivity. What I observed was a
lenged everyone to the hard work of peace-making. This resolution gathering of deeply committed Episcopalians, willing to undergo sleep
would not have been possible apart from a growing commitment to deprivation for days on end to reflect on the church’s work and make
peace-making within our own church, as we learn to gather at one altar decisions about its future direction. We should give thanks for the thoudespite our differences.
sand or so deputies, from every diocese in this country and beyond, who
sacrificed time and money to offer themselves to the church in this way.
I am also proud of my brother and sister bishops, who often disagree but
The House of Bishops finished its work early today, so I am sitting always do so in the bond of genuine affection and respect.
in our hotel room with the late sun streaming in. Down below us in the
Please pray for the Episcopal Church, as we move forward in mission,
riverside park, a rock band is rehearsing for a concert that I hope isn’t drawing from the deepest places in our tradition to forge new paths as
tonight. But it won’t matter if it is – the palpable movement of the Holy an Exodus people. Thank you for your prayers throughout this General
Spirit in this convention, coupled with the general kindliness of the thou- Convention.
sands gathered here and the effects of sleep deprivation, have reawakened me to the reality of God’s presence in everything.
Contact Bishop Breidenthal at tbreidenthal@diosohio.org.

July 11

July 14

July 12
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Chair share: A note from the deputation
By the Rev. Dick Schisler
Interchange contributor
Since returning from General Convention in Indianapolis,
I’ve been asked two questions on a fairly regular basis: first
of all, how does General Convention work? And secondly,
what does it mean to be the chair of a deputation? Since other
reports will share what transpired during the eight-day legislative marathon, I’ll try to answer the second question.
Briefly, General Convention is a bicameral legislative
body composed of the House of Bishops and the House
of Deputies. Before a resolution can come before either
house, it must be referred by a legislative committee, which
is co-chaired by a bishop and a deputy and whose membership consists of both bishops and deputies. I had the
pleasure of serving on the committee on Consecration of
Bishops, and our own Debby Stokes was the co-chair of the
Education Committee. Before a resolution can be adopted, it
must be passed by both houses in the same form. So if one
house passes a resolution and the other house amends it, the
first house must concur with the amendment otherwise the
resolution is not adopted.
The main functions of a deputation chair are those of coordination and communication. Before Indianapolis, we met
three times as a group, twice at the Procter Center and once
at the Breidenthal’s home. Prior to each of those meetings, I
met with the bishop to develop the agenda. Because General
Convention covers myriad legislative topics, we asked each
deputy to choose an area of interest to him or her, then track

General Convention resources

Southern Ohio’s take: Read blogs by the deputies and
bishop. Read news stories. View photo galleries.
http://www.diosohio.org/digital_faith/gc
Summary of all actions taken at General Convention:
http://www.generalconvention.org/gc/
gc2012-legislation
Stories and video about General Convention can be found
at http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/gc2012/ and
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/
Special thanks to Ariel Miller for her help in taking photos.
and report on related resolutions.
At convention, we met each evening in the bishop’s hotel
room to talk about the events of the day and to share information about what transpired in the committee hearings and/or
on the house floors. At the bishop’s request, I chaired those
sessions.
In addition, I arrived on the house floor well before the beginning of each session to pick up and distribute the paperwork to
Southern Ohio’s deputies. Whenever there was a vote by orders, I
was responsible for filling out the designated form with the signatures of each deputy. Whenever an alternate would take the place
of a deputy on the floor, I had to sign the authorization form for the
transfer. All of the deputies were replaced by an alternate for at least
one legislative session.
While attending General Convention is quite exhausting, it
is also very exciting and enjoyable. Even though the 850 depu-

The Rev.
Dick
Schisler
sits
in the
House of
Deputies.

ties were not of the same mind on several important issues, the
debate and decorum was respectful and polite. It was with pride
that I was able to introduce myself as being from the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. People were still raving about our hospitality in
hosting the General Convention in Columbus in 2006.
The entire time there was most memorable and fulfilling,
but a special treat for me was serving as the table deacon at a
daily Eucharist.
We are truly blessed to have a deputation of such dedicated and hard-working folks. It was an honor to be a deputy
and to be able to spend time with this group.
The Rev. Dick Schisler is a deacon and serves at the altar of
All Saints, Portsmouth. He served as chair of the deputation
for the 2012 General Convention.

Inside scoop: What really happened at General Convention?
By the Rev. Paula Jackson
Interchange contributor
What really happened at the General Convention of The
Episcopal Church? Anyone who was actually there could
hardly miss the 12-14 hour work days in which the bishops
and deputies were actually engaged for eight days. These
included intense, joint legislative committee hearings and
deliberations on resolutions that had been submitted by lay and
ordained people from every diocese and of every theological
persuasion, on a vast array of topics; legislative sessions of
both houses (bishops and deputies -- the latter including four
lay and four ordained representatives from each diocese); and
daily corporate worship, as well as many special informative,
educational, and affinity groups who met for lunch or networking on a broad range of interests.
It may be easy for bystanders to cherry-pick and lampoon
a couple of resolutions out of hundreds considered in this
intense time. Some who have done so may never have known
anyone for whom a companion or assistance animal has been a
lifeline, or never accompanied a child at the death of a beloved
pet. I am glad we are able to acknowledge the reality of such
grief and support people in it, rather than turning a cold eye.
But there were of course scores of resolutions much more
complex and difficult and requiring far more deliberation, with
far-reaching implications for the common good of the Church
and many people. This includes the many years of painstaking
research leading to our statements disavowing the Doctrine of
Discovery. Even if we’d like to forget that Christian churches
have countenanced theft, destruction of resources, violation

The Rev. Paula Jackson assists with credentials at General
Convention and talks with Southern Ohio visitors, the Rev.
David Bailey and the Rev. Canon Joanna Leiserson.
of families, slavery and genocide on several continents, there
are some ugly truths in our past that just won’t go away. Most
Episcopalians believe in repentance and confession.
Members of the House of Deputies were told that the South
åCarolina deputation had left after both lay and clergy deputies voted by a significant majority to authorize the provisional
use of rites for the blessing of lifelong unions of same-gender
couples (with the provision that no clergy person is required
to make use of them). On questioning, however, a member
of that deputation rose to report that both a clergy and a lay
deputy were still present.
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori has had to do
her work under harsher scrutiny than any previous presiding
bishop (I think we all know why) and with more difficult situations. In acting to protect the property and the dioceses of The

Episcopal Church, she has fulfilled her obligations in the face
of those who attempted to steal our property and who broke
with their own vows at ordination. For this, she continues to
come under fire as if she had initiated the litigious quagmire.
Anyone in The Episcopal Church may submit a resolution at any time up to the second day of convention. After it
became obvious that there was conflict around the first submitted budget proposal prior to convention, it was within the
rights of anyone -- including the presiding bishop -- to offer an
alternative. I suspect that any other presiding bishop (at least a
male in the position) would have been commended for “leadership” for doing so. As it turned out, the Joint Committee for
Program, Budget, and Finance, having heard testimonies and
after deliberating on numerous alternatives, came out with
a budget that incorporated different elements from several
sources, including the structure suggested by the presiding
bishop, which seemed to satisfy a broad and overwhelming
majority of deputies.
The House of Deputies was united in acclaiming the
vibrant impact of young lay people on the decisions made by
both houses and in the legislative committees. The Episcopal
Church is a place where laity, clergy, and bishops work together in mutual respect, making decisions in a democratic manner
with prayerful mindfulness for the common good.
Some will disagree with the majority and dislike the bishops or the presiding bishop. But there is still a place for them.
The Rev. Paula Jackson, rector of Church of Our Saviour and deputy
for Southern Ohio, blogged most nights during General Convention.
You can read her comments at www.diosohio.org/digital_faith/gc
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General Convention decisions
Structure

One makes clear that the ordination
discernment process is open to them,
and another resolution guarantees their
equal place in the life, worship and governance of the church.

Nearly a quarter of the 400-plus resolutions submitted to General Convention
called for structure reform. A committee
reviewed the numerous proposals, and a
writing group that included Bishop Thomas
E. Breidenthal presented a single resolution
Deputies and bishops discussed at
that called for re-imagining the structures of
length a resolution that would change
The Episcopal Church in the 21st century.
The Episcopal Church’s rubrics (poliBoth the House of Deputies and the House
cies) about communion and baptism.
of Bishops gave a standing ovation after
At issue was whether or not baptism is
unanimously passing the measure.
a requirement to receive the Eucharist.
The legislation creates a special task Peggy Sanchez and Aleia Robinson
Both houses upheld the current standard
force of up to 24 people who will gather pose with St. Mary Magdalene, the
of The Episcopal Church that commuideas in the next two years from all levels winner of the Golden Halo in the
nion is open to “all baptized Christians.”
of the church about possible reforms to its 2012 Lent Madness competition,
Bishop Breidenthal has written about
structures, governance and administration. sponsored by Forward Movement
this issue extensively and supports the
Its work will culminate in a special gather- (which is located in Cincinnati).
decision of General Convention to view
ing of people from every diocese to hear
baptism as “the ancient and normative
what recommendations the task force plans
entry point for receiving Holy Communion.”
to make to the 78th General Convention. Its final report is due
by November 2014.
The 850-member House of Deputies elected new leadership for the next three years: the Rev. Gay Jennings of the
The budget for 2013-15 is balanced at $112 million – about Diocese of Ohio will serve as president, with Byron Rushing,
$300,000 less than the current triennium budget. It assumes a Massachusetts state congressman, as vice president.
$73.5 million in commitments from the church’s dioceses,
nearly $4 million less than that in the current triennium. That
total is based on keeping at 19 percent the amount that the
Deputies and bishops agreed at General Convention to
church asks dioceses to contribute annually to the church- give dioceses and congregations more time to achieve the
wide budget. The Episcopal Church office’s announced in cost-sharing provision of the Denominational Health Plan
August the elimination of 10.5 positions, as a result of the they had adopted in 2009.
budget adopted at General Convention.
Although the resolution extended the deadline from the
end of 2012 to the end of 2015, it did so with the phase that
“parity in cost-sharing shall be achieved between their clergy
In a historic move, convention authorized provisional use and lay employees as soon as possible, but no later than
of a rite for blessing same-sex unions. “The Witnessing and December 31, 2015.
Blessing of a Lifelong Covenant” rite will be available for use
Further, the resolution affirmed that all domestic dioceses,
starting Dec. 2 (the first Sunday of Advent). The Diocese of congregations, and other ecclesiastical organizations or bodSouthern Ohio has permitted the blessings of same-sex unions ies subject to the authority of this church be enrolled in the
since Easter of 2010. Like the resolution that was passed by Episcopal Church Medical Trust by Dec. 31, 2012.
General Convention, Southern Ohio’s policy is clear that no
What does this mean? It means that the basic provisions
priest is required to bless a same-sex union against his or her of the Denominational Health Plan as adopted by the 76th
conscience, nor can such blessings be performed in congrega- General Convention remain the same:
tions without their knowledge and permission.
(1) health care insurance for church employees is to be
Two resolutions passed by convention offer support for purchased through the Episcopal Church Medical Trust; and
the transgender community by adding gender expression
(2) there must be parity in the cost-sharing of premiums
and identity to two canons that prevent discrimination. among all eligible full-time employees – clergy and lay - by
no later than December 31, 2015. Eligibility is defined as
clergy and lay employees who are scheduled for at least 1,500
hours of compensated work per year.
Therefore the only change for us here in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio is the extension of the deadline to achive parity from December 31, 2012 to December 31, 2015. All other
details of our Denominational Health Plan policy are the same.
Learn more about the Denominational Health Plan and
Southern Ohio’s implementation at www.diosohio.org/
Howwework/2012-health-benefits.html
Questions about the plan’s implementation in Southern
Ohio? Contact Jon B. Boss, chair of the diocese’s Advisory
Committee on Compensation and Resources, at jbboss@
The Rev. Charlotte Reed, rector of Christ Church, Springfield, presents
fuse.net, or David Robinson, finance director, at drobinson@
the Church Periodical Club with a check for $1,689.60. This represents diosohio.org.
the church’s 10th and 11th mile of pennies to support the organization.
Dodi Holmes heads up this important ministry at Christ Church.
Episcopal News Service contributed to this report.

Open table and baptism

Leadership

Budget

Health benefits deadline extended

Inclusion

Amy Baird uses her spinning
wheel to turn wool into yarn
while volunteering at General
Convention.
Right: Take a spin: from wool
(at left) to yarn to knitted
bootie.

A different spin on
General Convention
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
With General Convention held in Indianapolis,
a drivable distance from Southern Ohio, many
Episcopalians from the diocese volunteered.
But few found as interesting a way to combine
church work with hobby as Amy Baird.
A member of St. Anne’s, West Chester, Baird volunteered throughout General Convention in the House
of Bishops Secretariat. Basically, that’s a fancy word
for the administrative hub of the House of Bishops,
where the agendas are created, paperwork filed and
volunteers work to keep the bishops on track.
Baird had volunteered in 2006 when Southern Ohio
hosted General Convention in Columbus.
“I like the process,” she said. “I like being there to
see how decisions are made, to get a closer view.”
In addition to volunteering, Baird is in the process
of starting a business to sell hand-spun yarn. By the
second day, she found a way to do both. Baird brought
her spinning wheel to the convention center and set it
up at the front desk of the Secretariat. When she wasn’t
answering questions or filing, she was spinning.
She started with wool, most from her parents’ sheep
farm that they sold this summer. She spun it into single
strands, which she combined into two strands to create
two-ply yarn. That’s the type of yarn people use for
knitting.
It seemed like a lot of work. And indeed, a skein of
yarn – about 100 yards – took Baird six hours or so to
create. Most scarves take five or six skeins.
For Baird, the spinning – and the volunteering – is
a labor of love.
“A good hand-spun yarn is a real treat.”
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Trinity honors
police, firefighters
By the Rev. Kitty Clausen
Interchange contributor

Military re-enactors bring
together communities
St. Peter’s, Delaware, in conjunction with the Ohio
Historical Society, Ohio Civil War groups and the Delaware
County Historical Society, hosted a Civil War encampment
featuring re-enactors of the Ohio 5th USCT Regiment,
which was first formed at Camp Delaware in 1863. The
encampment was part of Delaware’s First Friday events
offered during the summer.
The re-enactors were from the 5th United States Colored
Troop Company ‘G’, based in Youngstown. They gave demonstrations on how the soldiers lived as they participated in
the fight for freedom.
These troops from the north were joined by a member of
the Ohio Historical Society, Anthony Gibbs, who brought
a trunk with artifacts and historical items relating to Henry
Otis Dwight, a Civil War soldier. Dwight was an Ohio
Wesleyan student who left to fight in the war, enlisting in the
Ohio Volunteer Infantry 20th Regiment. Gibbs is a teaching
artist who gives presentations throughout the state on the
African-American troops that fought in the Civil War.
In addition to the living history, the Delaware County
Historical Society loaned artifacts and information from
this important part of Delaware history for display during
the event.
Ohio played a major part in the Civil War providing
military officers, raising troops and contributing supplies
through local sanitary commissions. Out of all the Union
sStates, Ohio ranked third in the number of volunteer soldiers, sending about 320,000 soldiers like Dwight and the
men represented by the Ohio 5th re-enactors.
The Rev. Charles Wilson, rector of St. Peter’s, Delaware,
had the idea to host the event as a way not only to honor the
city’s history but also to remember that learning about black
history is more than a month-long event. For instance, June
is an important month in African-American history for the
Juneteenth holiday, which commemorates the freeing of the
last slaves in the Confederacy in 1865.
Wilson also hoped the event offered a message of
empowerment to young African-Americans to rally and
work for causes they support.
Local Civil War re-enactors joined the event, demonstrating
the ideal that freedom can only be gained and maintained by
people of all groups working for and standing up for justice.
Wilson was pleased to note a larger turnout of the AfricanAmerican Community for this than other First Friday events
St. Peter’s has participated in.
Learn more: Visit www.5thUSCT.net.

		
For the third year, Trinity, Newark, will offer a special
service to honor those police, firefighters and safety personnel who have lost their lives while serving the community. The service, called a “blue mass,” will be held Sept.
23 at 4 p.m. at the church.
The blue mass developed from a tradition in Europe
dating back to the Middle Ages of celebrating a “red mass”
for judges and those in the legal profession. Red vestments
were worn representing not only the work of the Holy Spirit
but also reflecting the red robes of the judges of the high
courts of England and the hoods of doctors of law. In this
country, a red mass is celebrated annually at the Cathedral
of St. Matthew in Washington, D.C., before the opening of
the Supreme Court in October.
In the United States, this liturgical custom has more
recently morphed into annual “blue” masses for police
officers and others engaged in public safety and “white”
Masses for doctors, nurses, and other health-care professionals. The first blue mass was celebrated in a Catholic
church in Washington, D.C., in 1934, drawing more than
a thousand police and firefighters.
The desire to honor those police and firefighters who
have died in the line of duty was greatly heightened following the selfless and heroic actions of Sept. 11, 2001.
To pay our respects and to recognize those who keep us
safe, Trinity Church started offering an annual blue mass.
At the service, we will read the names of all those from
central Ohio who have died in protecting us, similar to our
practice of reading the necrology on All Saints’ Day.
Because we are honoring those who died, the blue mass
is a funeral liturgy, based on the Burial Office in the Book
of Common Prayer. And, as in any funeral, it has a theme
not only of grieving but also of the hope of resurrection
embodied in our Easter liturgy. The service is open to the
public, and all city officials, police and firefighters are

Trinity, Newark, honors police, firefighters and safety personnel
at a special blue mass.
especially invited to attend.
We will have an honor guard of firefighters as well as
stirring music provided by four choirs, including Trinity,
St. John, Lancaster, St. James, Zanesville, and First
Methodist Church. Musicians will include a piper as well
as timpani and brass. A special solo will be sung by Dione
Bennett. Clergy from other churches in the area will participate in this service.
A reception will follow in the parish hall.

Summer
fun
St Mary’s, Hillsboro, turned its parking lot into Capernaum 30 A.D.
for this summers Vacation Bible
School. Live goats, a storyteller, a tall
Centurian and Jesus were some of
the guests who joined the children
during their stay in the ancient village. Many adults and teenagers
were present to help the chldren
have a great time. Parents were
invited to join their children on the
last day.
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World Choir Games:
Singing the way to peace
By Barbara Lyghtel Rohrer
Interchange contributor
Mark Reed was disappointed. The clock
in the tower of the parish hall of Christ
Church Cathedral stopped mid-way through
the World Choir Games, and it was not going
to be an easy fix. The Verdin Company
would need to order parts – “unfortunately,”
said Mark Reed, director of facilities, in an
e-mail to staff.
Perhaps Reed’s word choice – “unfortunately” – is understandable from a man who
consistently goes the extra mile to make
sure that all is managed well. But there is
another view here. Perhaps the clocks were
more in sync than first glance would tell. For
10 blessed days, the city of Cincinnati was
adorned with the sounds of singing, and time
stopped. When has our city and our cathedral
known such a grace-full time?

“To sing and praise God”
It was Sunday, July 8, and the 8 a.m.
morning service was underway. The Rev.
Canon Nancy Turner Jones was giving the
announcements, when a group of men begin
filing into Centennial Chapel.
Their leader said they had come to “sing
and praise God.” Jones smiled.
“May we complete the Eucharist and then
sing?”
So after the post communion prayer and
blessing, the candles extinguished and the
altar pushed back, more than 70 young men
came forward as the rest of the worshippers
sat back. The men sang a song based on
Psalm 51 and then an American spiritual.
“The sound was so rich,” said Nancy. “It
was an extraordinary morning.”
The games gave Pat Coyle, a cathedral member volunteer, a similar gift, not
from a seat and front center but rather
from backstage where nothing could be
seen and everything could be heard. As
monitor for the Fourth Street entrance,
Coyle watched choirs from Puerto Rica,
Australia, Indonesia, Czechoslovakia and
other parts of the world, including the
United States, file pass.
“From my station I couldn’t see the choirs
on stage, so I couldn’t distinguish one choir
from another,” he said. “But the music that
filled the entrance area was moving and
marvelous. I say truly music is the universal
language! We can sing our way to universal
peace.”

The choir of Christ Church, Glendale, earned a bronze diploma in the open competition of the
Musica Sacra category. This was the choir’s first appearance in the games.

A choir performs during the games at the
cathedral. Photo by David Thomson

“Highlight of My Week”
Stephan Casurella, director of music, had
his own cultural encounter after receiving a
frantic call from Barry Carlin, a cathedral
member and games volunteer. Barry was
assigned to the Gema Sangakala (Echoing
Trumpets) Choir. His job to help with logis-

tics took a unique turn when the choir’s
accompanist was not able to get into the
United States. Could Casurella step in?
“We rushed over to the Hilton where the
choir was about to start a rehearsal, and
Barry introduced me to the group,” says
Casurella. “They immediately latched on
to me as ‘Mr. Stephan.’ They spoke a little
English collectively, but that was far more
than my non-existent Bahasa Indonesian!”
The choir asked Casurella to join them in
prayer before their performance at Music Hall.
“We held hands for the prayer, at the end
of which the choir sang a song with heads
still bowed, a beautiful meditative piece,”
said Casurella.
“The performance that followed was electric.
This group is good! Backstage after the performance, their exuberance was overflowing. They
thanked me again and again, though my part had
been tiny. I tried to explain that making music
with them had been the highlight of my week.”

Flawless
Many of the people who volunteered at
the cathedral were members of the congregation. And consistently the volunteers, the
cathedral staff (particularly the maintenance

crew) and the building as a venue were
given high marks by visiting choirs, the
local games management team, as well as
Interkultur itself, the games owner.
One choir participant said, “The Christ
Church volunteers were so helpful and sweet.
We felt like they were just for us. The carts for
our ‘stuff’ worked out perfectly. We had plenty
of water, space and time, but most of all, they put
us at ease. The whole experience was flawless.”
The games stage managers agreed and
voted the cathedral the most hospitable
venue. The building itself also won praise,
as choir after choir was heard to say that the
cathedral had the best acoustics.
After completing their work at the cathedral one day, four Hungarian stage managers
needed to get to a performance site at convention center. A taxi they called never showed.
But cathedral volunteer members Mary and
Phil Hagner did. The stage managers spotted
Hagner as he pulled out of the garage.
“Will you take us to the convention center?” said one of the stage managers. “We
need to be there now!”
Hagner barely had time to reply, before they
tossed their gear into the trunk and climbed into
the backseat of his small Mazda – all four of
them. They were not small people.
“We bumped down Fourth Street,” said
Hagner with a laugh.

“I’ll be back”
The World Choir Games began days earlier for the cathedral member volunteers who
unloaded 740 cases of water – that is 17,760
bottles – and 143 cases of Frito-Lay snacks,
all donations by Kroger’s. The water and
snacks were for the competing choirs, but
because they had so many bottles, the volunteers began passing out water to patrons
standing in line in 100-degree heat, waiting
to get inside to hear performances.
While the offer of water on hot day no
doubt provided comfort, it was what the
visitors found inside that is more likely to
stay with them.
“People kept coming up to me and saying I have lived in Cincinnati my whole
life and have never been to Christ Church
Cathedral,” said Reed.
One woman was a colleague from when
Reed worked at Western-Southern Life
Insurance Company.
“I had heard you had a lovely music program, but I have never been here,” she said.
“I have to come back.”
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Take a virtual visit before you visit

Diocese partners with
Google to introduce
churches to seekers

Forget the yellow-page ad. With 80 percent
of church shoppers turning to the Internet first,
the Diocese of Southern Ohio has launched an
innovative, web-based tool for evangelism – a
virtual, 360-degree tour of the nave/sanctuary
of each of our congregations that will be connected with Google Places.
When someone searches Google for a
church, they will find an interactive map, virtual tour, pictures of the building and information about service times for that church. The
Diocese of Southern Ohio is the first religious
group in the country to provide Google virtual
tours. St James, Westwood, acted as the test site
for the project, making it the first congregation
with this virtual presence on Google.
While the actual distance between the street
and the red doors is small, for many, the
psychological distance can be huge. These
virtual tours are designed to ease the anxiety
for guests: with this technology, visitors can
walk-thru and explore your church, from floor
to ceiling, in a high-quality, 360-degree, interactive experience.
“It’s a great tool. I’m really delighted to have
this available,” said the Rev. KJ Oh, rector of
Church of the Advent, Walnut Hills, one of the
early churches to be photographed.
The communications office has partnered

Alias photographer Adam Henry takes
pictures for a virtual tour.

with Alias Imaging, a Cincinnati-based studio
approved by Google to offer produce these
virtual tours for our congregations. Google
requires that the virtual tours be produced by
certified, “Google Trusted” photographers.
Through the communications’ office mission share budget, the diocese will pay the
cost for the virtual tour of the worship space
of any interested congregation in the diocese.
Congregations may add other rooms to the tour
-- at their own cost. Because of the number of
congregations and the budget the project will
be spaced out over three years, adding a third
of the congregations each year.
The first round of congregations have been
chosen based on a number of factors, such
as diversity of all kinds, whether they are in
a clergy search, vibrancy of social media and
website and diocesan involvement, including

A screenshot of the Google listing for St. James,
Westwood, invites visitors to “See inside”

mission share. Church leaders from many of
these congregations have attended informational training and the photographing of these
sites is underway.
Larry Haas, senior warden at Christ Church,
Glendale, said the church is very pleased to
participate in this program. “We are in the
midst of a capital building program now, and
the timing of this opportunity will allow us to
capture so much of the wonderful heritage that
belongs to this parish before our construction
begins. Our main sanctuary, which will remain,
is one of the most beautiful representations
of the traditional Gothic architecture in the
area and embodies a very vibrant and loving
community. We hope that our new presence
on the World Wide Web will encourage many
to come see what our worship is like in this
beautiful space.”

In addition to the virtual tour of the worship
space, congregations will receive several highresolution, professional photographs that can
be used for other promotional materials. The
tour and the photographs also can be embedded in the congregation’s own website. These
are valuable resources for congregations who
are looking to update their website or are creating other printed materials.
“St. Andrew’s, Evanston, is in the midst
of the search process. Having the virtual tour
posted on our website will only add more depth
to our profile,” said the Rev. Angelo Puopolo,
interim rector at St. Andrew’s.
“The opportunity to add a Google virtual
tour to our website gives Holy Trinity another
valuable tool as we reach out to those in the
Oxford community and beyond who may be
seeking a new church home or just want to
know more about the Episcopal tradition,”
said Kevin Williams, vestry member and webmaster at Holy Trinity, Oxford, another early
participant.
If you’re interested in checking out one of
the virtual tours, search for ‘St. James Episcopal
Church Cincinnati’ in Google. From there you
can see not only the link to the church’s website
on the left side of your screen, but a map and a
portal into the tour on the right side. Click on
“see inside” to enter. Holy Trinity and Church of
the Advent will also soon be available to view.
For more information about Google virtual
360-degree tours, contact the diocese’s director of communications, Richelle Thompson, at
rthompson@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712.

Children, ex-offenders, and families aided by ECSF mid-cycle grants
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
On Aug. 9, ECSF’s board approved grants to
help churches respond to unusual opportunities
for ministry. These grants support:
Documentary to inspire mentors, aid for
former prisoners: $3,000 is going to St. John’s,
Worthington, to complete the funding needed
by the Kindway re-entry ministry to make a
six-minute documentary about felons who have
dedicated themselves to Christ and are striving to lead responsible and contributing lives
after release. Steve Puffenberger, the Christian
filmmaker of the award-winning prison documentary “Changed on the Inside,” is available
to make the film for Kindway this fall and will
cover part of the production costs as an in-kind
donation. The ECSF grant matches funding
already committed by other donors to make it
possible to complete the film before the end of
September.
The Rev. Jackie Burns, a deacon and clinical
and community coordinator of Kindway, will
use the film in presentations throughout Central

ECSF’s ability to offer mid-cycle grants this
year was made possible by a special Easter
offering by St. Anne’s, West Chester, plus the
return of previously-awarded grant dollars
by two projects that could not use the funds
as intended. ECSF’s board publicized the
opportunity in Interchange, e-News connections, and its own e-newsletter to donors
from March through July. Applications closed
Aug. 1.
Applications will be accepted through Sept.
15 for ECSF’s 2013 grants to be awarded
in January. The application instructions and
form are posted on ECSF’s website,
www.ECSFsouthernohio.org

Ohio to bring the stories, faith, and aspirations
of prisoners to congregations and community
groups with the potential to help as mentors, to
provide cash or in-kind donations, or to connect
returning prisoners to housing or jobs. Its short
length makes it optimal for adult education
sessions as well as for informing people via
YouTube or parish and community ministry
websites.

New mentoring program for children in
a hard-hit school district: $3,000 goes to St.
Stephen’s, Mt. Healthy to help launch a creative
response to the concerns of teachers and parents
about the shortage of safe and constructive
after-school activities for children and youth
in this struggling inner-ring suburb. A grant to
the school district for such programming will
soon expire. Six years ago, St. Stephen’s helped
spearhead the Mt. Healthy Alliance, pulling
together churches across the entire theological
spectrum to provide food and other emergency
assistance more efficiently. Now the Alliance is
launching an after-school program in response
to the community’s request, in partnership with
two talented young teachers from the BLOC
Ministry. BLOC has won respect in Cincinnati
for their success in fostering the capacity of
students to overcome poverty, gang violence,
and substance abuse in inner-city Price Hill. The
grant will help cover modest salaries of $75/
week for the two BLOC teachers, plus program
supplies. One of the participating churches will
provide free space.
This grant enables the program to start up

this fall while the Mt. Healthy Alliance reaches
out to other funders. The program is being
developed in collaboration with the Mt. Healthy
School District, so it embodies a commitment of
churches to draw on the strengths and resources
of secular organizations as well as the faith community.
Emergency assistance in Madisonville:
$3,000 goes to Indian Hill Church on behalf
of the Madisonville Education and Assistance
Center, the primary source of rental and utility
assistance for a Cincinnati neighborhood where
there’s a high proportion of families with children in poverty. A tiny ecumenical non-profit,
the center is striving to aid almost 4,000 households this year. Several Episcopal churches on
the east side of Greater Cincinnati contribute
money, volunteers, and in-kind donations to the
center. One of the most steadfast annual supporters of the center experienced an unprecedented,
probably one-time shortfall of operating funds
and could only send a fraction of its usual
financial contribution. The grant closes part of
the gap in the center’s resources for emergency
assistance.
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Second wind: Transplant survivor shares story
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
Diane Tefft Young didn’t understand – couldn’t understand yet – how her disease would set her free. Yet that’s
what the still small voice kept repeating in her head as she
walked an outdoor labyrinth.
Only after a lung transplant saved her life did she realize
how the disease also helped heal and grow her soul.
“I think God still wants me here. It’s that simple,” said
Young.
A member of St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington, Young believes
she has a second chance at life so that she can talk to others
about her experience, to tell them how she learned to depend
on others, to be thankful for the ability to climb a set of steps,
to treasure an afternoon with grandchildren.
Young self-published a book earlier this year that chronicles her experience. It is available on Amazon.com in a print
and electronic version.
With most of the chapters written, she still didn’t have a
title.
“I never get to church early, but one Sunday, I did,” said
Young. “I’m sitting in the back of the church and thinking to
myself, ‘I’m so humbled by the experience.’ It would have
been so easy for me to die, but I got the chance to live.”
She found her title, “Humbled by the Gift of Love:
Reflections on Receiving a Lung Transplant.”
Young uncovered her illness by accident. In 2004, she was
at her primary care physician’s office for an annual exam. At
the end, the doctor asked if there was anything else she wanted to talk about. Young explained that she was out-of-breath
when she reached the top of the basement stairs. The doctor
ordered some preliminary tests, which quickly revealed that
something was seriously wrong.
Within a few months, Young received the diagnosis: interstitial lung disease. The prognosis: Three to five years.
Young was 62 years old.
Although she had to leave her job as a drug and alcohol
counselor and rely on disability payments, Young was still

Bishop offers Buckeye tickets
to support diocesan programs
As a past season ticket holder for the
Ohio State University football season,
the diocese through the William Cooper
Procter Fund had the opportunity to purchase tickets for the 2012 season. This
year, Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal determined that the tickets would be available
for diocesan fundraising events. The value
of the tickets (two each on the 40-yard line, and including a
parking pass) is $190.
Any ministry affiliated with the diocese that serves a diocesan-wide constituency was eligible to participate in a lottery
for the tickets. A lottery was held in April, randomly matching
organizations with tickets.
Tickets for OSU home games were given to these organizations: Episcopal Community Services Foundation, Fresh
Expressions Ministry, Episcopal Retirement Homes, Partners
in Ministry in Liberia, St. Luke’s/St. James Fresh Expressions
Retreat Ministry, and Epiphany, Urbana for camp scholarship
fund.

Buy the book: Humbled by
the Gift of Love: Reflections
on Receiving a Lung
Transplant is available for
purchase at Amazon.com in
print and electronic versions.
Want to talk with Young
about the
experience – or invite
her to speak at your
church?
Contact her at
beachwalker2136@
aol.com

able to play with her grandchildren, work out at the local
gym and spend time with friends.
A fiber artist, she continued to enter in area art shows. At a
show in Columbus in 2009, she noticed that her energy level
had dropped precipitously.
Soon, family could hear her labored breaths during phone
calls, and by June 2010, Young needed three to four liters of
oxygen a day.
“I just couldn’t get enough air,” said Young. “Imagine
yourself trying to breathe on a really humid day. After
awhile, you feel like, ‘where’s the air?’”
In her book, Young writes, “I fell asleep each night wondering which abilities to perform routine activities would be
snatched away as I lay sleeping … Even taking a shower and
washing my hair was a challenge.”
In the fall of 2010, an acquaintance asked if she would
accompany him to his high school reunion. Young agreed
but told him of her condition – and that she’d be wheeling
an oxygen tank. He promised that if she got the call from
Cleveland Clinic that a lung was available, that he’d drive.
Midway through the evening, Young’s phone rang.

Within eight hours, she was on the operating table, one of
1,771 people to receive a lung transplant that year.
“I wasn’t scared. I knew it was out of my hands,” said Young.
“I’m one of those people who will do everything I can to make
something happen, and once I’ve tried everything, I sit back and
realize that it’s out of my hands. It’s up to God.”
Long talks with a spiritual director helped Young find
God in her illness. She prayed often to Mary and began to
understand St. Theresa of Avila’s revelation that suffering
itself is a prayer.
“I no longer felt alone,” writes Young. “Mary was always
available when I asked her to be present with me. I believe
it was Mary who was gently teaching me to be willing to
accept the many offers of kindness and friendship that kept
occurring. … Perhaps it had been Mary all along who stood
behind me when I needed to be brave and courageous and
still gentle and wise in my life. I felt certain it was Mary who
helped open my heart a bit wider and enabled me to begin to
feel and to acknowledge that I was, indeed, loved.”
A month or so before she received the transplant call, her
priest, the Rev. Paul St. Germain, offered to preside at a midweek special circumstances Eucharist. The service provided
an opportunity for Young’s son and family, caregivers and
friends to gather for prayer and Holy Eucharist. The service
concluded with a laying-on of hands.
Young recuperated quickly from the surgery and hasn’t
experienced any complications. At age 70, she’s back to
work and busier than ever.
She also volunteers with Lifeline, a transplant advocacy
and support group, filmed a transplant promotional spot
for the local NBC affiliate in Columbus, and serves on the
board of the international organization, Second Wind Lung
Transplant Association.
And of course, there’s her book.
“I’ve wanted to write all my life. I just didn’t have anything to write about before,” she said. Now, “it’s such a gift
to be able to share this story. I’ll go anywhere to speak about
my experience. I think that’s one of the reasons that I was
given a second chance.”

St. James hosts Iftar for Muslim community
For the 10th year, St. James, Clintonville,
hosted an Iftar celebration in support of the
Muslim community. Iftar is the daily breaking of
the fast in the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.
Worldwide, Muslims fast by day for an entire
lunar month to purify themselves and to recognize the experience of the hungry
poor. Ramadan culminates with
a great festival, but Muslims
break their fast daily at sundown, after prayer.
St. James opened its doors
in early August to the Columbus
Muslim community to pray at
sundown in the church coffee room (the Episcopalians
respectfully observed the
prayers). Church members
prepared a meal so that
guests did not have to cook
while fasting, and both

groups shared dinner together. This tradition grew
out of the church’s desire to bridge the painful misunderstandings that followed 9-11. In 2011, the church
served more than 100 meals.
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Missioners focus on campus ministry, fresh expressions
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has called two people to
support the diocese’s mission strategies of building new
relationships and strengthening congregations.
The Rev. Karl Stevens serves as missioner for campus
ministry. Based in Columbus, his work is to further develop
campus ministries at Ohio State University as well as coordinate and strengthen campus ministries across the diocese.
Andrea Bardelmeier serves as program director for a
young adult vocational discernment program. This program
is based in Cincinnati and includes the creation of a formation year where young adults will live and worship together
as they discern God’s call for their lives.
“Ministry with young adults has long been a priority

and passion for me,” said Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal.
Working with the Rev. Jane Gerdsen, missioner for young
adult ministry, the team will “help us reclaim the leadership
of campus ministry that this diocese once enjoyed.”
Stevens will draw upon his experience as the Episcopal
chaplain at Kenyon College as well as his involvement in
campus ministry at Seabury-Western Seminary and work on
the provincial and national levels. He most recently served as
priest-in-charge of St. Paul’s, Mount Vernon.
In Cincinnati, Bardelmeier will work with a handful of young
adults this year as a pilot to establish a formation and discernment program. This will include teaching and small-group work
as well as supervision of ministry placements and/or internships.

Bardelmeier will oversee the establishment of an intentional
Christian community and help the young adults form a common
rule of life, prayer practices and community norms.
A graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary,
Bardelmeier has experience in community organizing and
has lived in intentional communities in college and in
Cincinnati. For the past two years, she has served as the interfaith and ecumenical chaplain at Xavier University.
Funding for the missioner position is from a mix of the
diocesan mission share budget and William Cooper Procter
Fund. The program director is paid through the Procter Fund,
although the hope is that it will be self-sustaining in three
years.

Karl Stevens

Andrea Bardelmeier

Q: Tell us a little about yourself
I grew up in Wisconsin. My dad is a United Methodist minister, and my
mom was an editor for the Christian Century. I went to Kenyon College
and spent my first few years in deep rebellion. I was a religious studies
minor who never took a single class on Christianity. But when I was
ready to come back to the church, I found myself drawn by the Episcopal
liturgy and realized that there would always have to be a strong connection
between my faith and my perception of beauty. After college, my wife and
I moved to the Twin Cities, where I worked with the Hmong community for three years and spent
another year working in food banking. We were members of Saint Mark’s Cathedral, and it was there
that I felt the call to ministry. I went to Seabury-Western Theological Seminary, and our daughter was
born while I was in school. As I was finishing my senior year, a friend told me about the chaplaincy
position at Kenyon, and I had a thrilling interview and then seven great years of serving there.
Three years ago I became the priest-in-charge of Saint Paul’s, Mount Vernon, which was my
first real experience as a parish priest, and my first opportunity to baptize infants instead of college
students. We moved to Grandview Heights last summer, because my wife, Amy, took a job as a
health policy analyst with the Health Policy Institute of Ohio. After a year of commuting to Mount
Vernon, I asked not to have my contract renewed as priest-in-charge. It’s been exciting starting my
new job here, getting to create a new ministry and meet really wonderful people.
What do you like to do in your free time?
I write fiction and have been fortunate to belong to a great writing group and learn from exceptional authors. We often go to summer writing workshops, where I rub shoulders with National
Book Award finalists. Beyond that, I’m into cooking and family bike rides and drawing.
What are you reading?
Walker Percy’s Love in the Ruins and the 2012 Best Spiritual Writing.
Cat or dog?
Unfortunately, neither. My wife is deadly allergic to both. But I had several dogs growing up
who were among my best friends.
If you had access to unlimited resources for one week, what would you do?
My brother has lived in China for the last seven years, and I’ve never been to visit him. So I
guess I would go there. And stop in Japan. My daughter, Ella, really wants to see Japan.
One way to support this ministry:
As students from your church head off to college, let us help continue their formation and
involvement. We’ve created a new campus ministry website (www.campusministries.diosohio.
org), and we have a form so that you can send us the contact information (for yourself, children
or students from the church). Please fill out the form so that we can be in touch! If you have any
questions, e-mail campusministry@diosohio.org

Q: Tell us a little about yourself
Born and baptized Methodist in Wilmington, N.C., our family moved around a bit within North Carolina and then Arkansas
until settling in Holland, Mich., when I was 7. My younger
sister and brother and I were raised in a somewhat idyllic setting near the shores of Lake Michigan. My family owned a
hobby farm, so we always had lots of chickens, horses, pets
and other friends to play with. We attended Episcopal churches
(my father was raised Episcopalian and is from Nassau, Bahamas), but I was highly
influenced by the reformed tradition that West Michigan is known for. I went to college
at Grand Valley State University in Michigan and graduated with bachelor’s degree in
political science. I was a community organizer at a neighborhood organization in Grand
Rapids, Mich., for three years before attending Princeton Seminary. Upon graduation
with my Master’s of Divinity in 2010, I worked as a chaplain at Xavier University for
two years until accepting the position of program director for the young adult formation
program for the diocese.
What do you like to do in your free time?
Right now I spend a lot of my free time working with the Sayler Park community
on the west side of Cincinnati. I am volunteering as a community organizer with St.
Luke’s Church/Chapel of the Resurrection and live in the rectory with a friend. We are
listening together for what the Holy Spirit is doing with us all down here, and what the
next chapter for this little historic church might be. It is a Fresh Expressions initiative.
What are you reading?
Right now Jana Reiss’ book “Flunking Sainthood,” an article by Cynthia Bourgeault,
and the magazine “Inc.” for entrepreneurs are all on my bedside table.
Cat or dog?
I love both but currently own a 10-year-old German Shepherd/Collie mix named
Pearl who is a great companion for me out here by the river.
What would you do if you could be invisible for one day?
I would go to the Pentagon and listen in on meetings.
One way to support this ministry:
Donate household furniture and items to help furnish a Cincinnati-area house for
interns. Specifically, they are looking for a refrigerator, washer/dryer, dining room
table, couches, chairs, bed frames and mattresses, dishes and anything else useful to
start furnishing a home. If you can help, please contact Bardelmeier at 616.610.0642
or abardelemeier@diosohio.org

Support young adult ministry: Episcopal Night at the Reds
Join fellow Episcopalians for a great night out at the ballpark and raise funds for a young adult mission trip
by attending the third annual Episcopal Night at the Reds Game on Friday, Sept. 21.
The Cincinnati Reds will take on the Los Angeles Dodgers at Great American Ballpark at 7:10 p.m. We
have a block of 100 tickets in Section 536 available; cost is $10 each. The deadline to order tickets is Sept. 1.
Sign up to get your tickets at https://diosohio.wufoo.com/forms/2012-episcopal-night-at-the-reds-game/
For more information contact Maggie Foster, assistant director of youth ministries at assistantyouth@
diosohio.org.
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A Pastor in the Pew at Good Shepherd
A few weeks ago, two Chinese girls walked into Good
Shepherd, Athens. They were international students who
had recently arrived at Ohio University, and they came
to church because they were looking to make friends in
America. They had never been to the Episcopal Church
before. It’s possible they’d never been to any church.
But they picked the right one that Sunday, because Brad
Modlin was there to greet them.
Modlin serves as campus minister at Good Shepherd
and lives at Good Earth Farm. He’s a professor of creative
writing at Ohio University and a deeply engaged teacher
and community member. He has a quiet and thoughtful
demeanor, but his smile seems to encompass the rest of
his face. His approach to campus ministry is simple and
intuitive. When unfamiliar students wander into Good
Shepherd for Sunday morning services, Modlin goes and
sits with them. He helps them find their way around the
prayer book. After the service, he brings them to coffee
hour and often invites them out to lunch.
Many churches are intimidated by the thought of reaching out to students. Older church members sometimes
assume that young people will have no real interest in
them, or that they’ll have to alter their dearly loved traditions because young people won’t be interested in their
way of doing church. There are stories of college students
going to a nearby parish and then realizing, after a semester of regular attendance, that nobody knows their name.
Older parishioners, good and loving people, often feel
blocked from making introductions by a wall of perceived
expectations.
The truth is that many college students go to church
precisely because they want to be with people older themselves. When I was serving as chaplain at Kenyon College,
one of my students, Amanda Lewis, told a story about the

simple and positive effect that an older
The Rev.
church member had in her life. She had
Karl
been up studying for days on end and
arrived at church in a sleep-deprived
Stevens
daze. She mentioned this to Don Rogan,
a retired professor. “Why don’t you go
to sleep?” he asked her. Amanda says
that this idea had never occurred to her.
She needed someone to give her permission to put the books down and sleep
for awhile. It was as simple as that, but
a surprising and important lesson in self
care for a 19-year-old.
Any church can provide such life lessons to college
students, and even churches that don’t have a Brad Modlin
can follow his example by having someone to act as a
“pastor in the pew.” This is the person who understands
that his or her role is to sit by the strangers on Sunday
mornings and show them what to do. Some people come
to church just wanting to observe, and there is a risk in
greeting them too effusively. But it’s a risk worth taking,
because for every one of those people, there are 10 more
who just want someone to learn their name.
During lunch with the two Chinese students who visited Good Shepherd, Modlin answered questions about
his beliefs, and the table talk included an exploration of
Christianity through simple and honest conversation. They
told him that they planned to come to Good Shepherd
every Sunday – and they want to cook Chinese food for
the parishioners.
The Rev. Karl Stevens is the diocese’s missioner for campus
ministries. Visit www.campusministries.diosohio.org to learn
more. Contact him at campusministry@diosohio.org.

Summer campers, artists
paint Gabriel’s Place mural
“Serve. Nourish. Grow.” is the tagline for the newly completed
mural in the Gabriel’s Place Community Garden, a result of a creative
collaboration with the Kennedy Heights Arts Center’s art camps led by
professional artist Cedric Michael Cox.
Known for its work in creating access to affordable food, Gabriel’s
Place, under the direction of Troy Frasier, is also building pathways
for community engagement. By participating in this unique summer
camp, youth from ages 9 to 16 were able to learn about food access
and the partnerships that have forged a new ministry to combat the
reality of a food desert. In addition to designing and creating the
mural, students enjoyed a visit from Julie Carlascio, a registered
nurse at Christ Hospital. She showed students the nutritional value of
foods grown in the community garden. Using the guidelines from the
USDA’s MyPlate campaign, she also led the students in “painting a
pizza” for lunch.
Over the course of two weeks, under the instruction of Cox, campers designed and developed imagery to be painted on all four sides of
the shed in the community garden. Each of the four sides has a different theme celebrating the mission of Gabriel’s Place to help build
healthy, happy communities. The campers were involved in all aspects
of the project, gaining skills in how to create large-scale paintings from
start to finish. Their work helps to further beautify the community and
illustrates the fruitful results of intentional community collaboration.
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NOTES FROM
the Edge
This is the new normal.
I wash and fold a load of diapers every day. I sometimes succeed in getting a shower, breakfast and the
baby fed before 10 a.m. And, oh, yes, I get six hours of
sleep in two or three chunks. There is no going back.
My neighbor lost her job a month ago—common
story these days, it seems—and so she’s home with her
boys all day every day. She loves them, of course, just
as I love our Jackson, but there’s a friction that develops when things change so drastically. This is her new
normal.
For a lot of folks, the new normal is not good. It’s
heartbreaking or stressful or just completely surprising. And we have to get used to
it—there’s no going back. Folks who
The Rev.
have lost jobs find themselves in a
Alice
new normal of 40-hour-a-week jobConnor
searching or a new normal of despair.
Folks who have lost a loved one to
divorce or death find themselves in a
new normal of grief. Students away
from home the first time find themselves in a new normal of not knowing what the heck’s going on.
Things are constantly changing.
There’s always a new normal. And,
don’t get me wrong, sometimes it’s fantastic. Jackson
Ambrose Connor, our new baby boy, is delightful.
When he stares at me as newborns do, searching out the
edges of my face, concentrating on my singing, it fills
up the empty places inside me. Yet even as we experience fantastic new normals, we also encounter loss.
What we do with it makes the difference. What we do
with that bad new normal is what makes us Christians.
We are a people of hope – both when we experience
undeniable proof of the goodness of the world and when
we have to search it out. Hope is seeing the possibilities
in the midst of despair. And hope is what makes the bad
new normal bearable, even creative. If, instead of sinking into despair (or, perhaps, after sinking into despair,
because who doesn’t need a good wallow?), we consider what possibilities there are, and what things we’d
never ever have thought of before. Perhaps if we consider asking God how God would like us to participate
in those possibilities, we might see our way to a new,
new normal. If you catch my drift.
For the Connor household, fantastic as the origin
of our new normal is, the sleep deprivation is undeniable. So, we wade in, knowing our sleep will come in
fits and starts, knowing that the time we have when
Jackson is asleep is golden and that we can be (have to
be) efficient. And knowing that God is doing something
with both our new baby and with our exhaustion that
we haven’t yet seen. We have reason to hope because
even in the darkness of the cross, Jesus was doing a
new thing.
The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus minister for the
Evangelical Lutheran Church at the University of Cincinnati.
She works at the Edge (campus ministry house) and lives in
the middle. Learn more at www.edge-uc.org.
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Enmegahbowh: ‘A man who brought the
church to his people’
Continued from page 1
Department of Indian Work in the Diocese
of Minnesota. “A lot of people like to say
that the Europeans brought Christianity to
the land, but it was folks like Enmegahbowh
who brought religion to his own people …
It’s so important to tell the story, to share the
Gospel in a language that people understand.
And that’s not always the King James ver
sion.”
Megan Emery, a member of the Christ
Church Cathedral and a conservator with the
Cincinnati Museum of Art, is restoring the
Bible. A special service of blessing for the
Bible will be held in Cincinnati at the cathe
dral in October, and then it will be sent to St.
Columba’s on the White Earth Nation for
permanent display. The White Earth Nation
in northern Minnesota is the largest and most
populous reservation in the state, encompass
ing 1,300 square miles and serving as the
homeland for more than 20,000 Ojibwe.
“It’s an honor for me to be able to work
on this,” said Emery. “I feel a great sense of
trust to be part of restoring a piece of history
for the Ojibwe people.”
The conservation is part of the min
istry of the cathedral’s Native American
Council. In the early 1980s, a sizable bequest
established the cathedral’s Lansley Native
American Endowment and Mission Fund.
Two years ago, the cathedral chartered the
Native American Council to make decisions
about programming and endowment spend
ing, guided by three principles:
▪ Provide hands-on outreach
▪ Contribute to education and theological
development
▪ Support initiatives to empower Native
American societies and ministries
Emery, a member of the council, proposed
building a relationship with the White Earth
Nation. Emery grew up near the reservation,
and her mother, a priest, had done some field
work at White Earth.

The inscription
page, though
half-torn, shows
that Miss L.B.
Van der Worth
gave the Bible to
Enmegahbowh in
January of 1887.
His English name
of the Rev. John
Johnson is written
at the top of the
page.

Megan Emery, member of Christ Church
Cathedral, cleans the cover of the Bible.
With the council’s blessing, Emery made
contact and began building relationships
with leaders at White Earth. A priest for one
of the reservation churches gave Emery the
Bible, asking if the council could play a role
in restoring it.
According to the inscription page, the
Bible was a gift from Miss L.B. Van der
Worth to Enmegahbowh in 1887, 15 years
before his death. It is a large Bible with
ornate drawings and maps. Enmegahbowh
recorded his wedding in 1852 to Biwabikogeshig-equay, which means “Iron Sky
Woman” – and her death in 1895. Emery
found newspaper clippings and scraps of
paper, notations about sermons or thoughts
on Scripture, and a four-leaf clover pressed
between pages.
The Bible is very worn, with the entire
book block detached from the hard cover
and pages missing or torn.
Although Emery is a conservator, her spe
cialty is the conservation of objects. Book
conservation is a different science. Still, she is
volunteering her services, along with a small
stipend for supplies, to repair the book and

prepare it for display and occasional use.
She also will write guidelines on how to
protect and handle the Bible. The council is
purchasing a secure case for permanent dis
play at St. Columba’s, where Enmegahbowh
is buried.
“Enmegahbowh is very, very special to
us,” said Emma King, senior warden of St.
Columba’s. “He is the backbone of our church.
We work to keep his spirit going and honor
him every year.”
The conservation project takes on even more
significance for the congregation, said King,
considering that a lightning strike in 1989
destroyed the church building and all of its
artifacts from Enmegahbowh’s era. Although
a similar Bible might be worth only $600 to
$800 to book collectors, its value to the tribe
is priceless.
“We had to start over,” said King.
Enmegahbowh’s Bible will be a powerful
remembrance of the past as the congregation
moves into the future, she said.
For Emery, the project has special signifi
cance as well. She remembers learning as a
child in Sunday School about Enmegahbowh
and his ministry at White Earth, and she
worked earlier in her career as a conservator
at the National Museum of the American
Indian in Washington, D.C.
But Emery also has a passion for conser
vation of church artifacts, for preserving and
learning the stories that connect the past to
the present and lay the foundation for the
future.
Emery started to clean each page, to
scrub the fingerprints and dirt smudges
of Enmegahbowh’s Bible. But then she
stopped.
It seemed more powerful, said Emery, to
discover where this saint of The Episcopal
Church pored over Scripture, drew inspira
tion and renewed his faith. The fingerprints
and smudges are a reminder of the Bible as
living history.

Enmegahbowh
recorded in the
Bible his marriage in 1852
to Biwabikogeshig-equay,
which means
“Iron Sky
Woman.”

“Almighty God, you led your pilgrim people of old with fire and cloud: Grant that
the ministers of your Church, following
the example of blessed Enmegahbowh,
may stand before your holy people, leading them with fiery zeal and gentle humility. This we ask through Jesus, the Christ,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for
ever. Amen.”
John Johnson Enmegahbowh, an Odawa
(Ottawa) Indian from Canada, was raised
in the Midewiwin traditional healing
way of his grandfather and the Christian
religion of his mother. He came into the
United States as a Methodist missionary in 1832. At one point Enmegahbowh
attempted to abandon missionary work
and return to Canada, but the boat was
turned back by storms on Lake Superior,
providing him a vision: “Here Mr. Jonah
came before me and said, ‘Ah, my friend
Enmegahbowh, I know you. You are a fugitive. You have sinned and disobeyed God.
Instead of going to the city of Nineveh,
where God sent you to spread his word
to the people, you started to go, and then
turned aside. You are now on your way to
the city of Tarsish....’”
Enmegahbowh invited James Lloyd Breck
to Gull Lake, where together they founded
St. Columba’s Mission in 1852. The mission was later moved to White Earth,
where Enmegahbowh served until his
death in 1902. Unwelcome for a time
among some Ojibwe groups because
he warned the community at Fort Ripley
about the 1862
uprising, Enmegahbowh was consistent as
a man of peace, inspiring the Waubanaquot
(Chief White Cloud) mission, which obtained
a lasting peace between the Ojibwe and the
Dakota peoples.
Enmegahbowh (“The One who Stands
Before his People”) is the first recognized
Native American priest in the Episcopal
Church. He was ordained deacon by
Bishop Kemper in 1859 and priest
by Bishop Whipple in the cathedral at
Faribault in 1867. Enmegahbowh helped
train many others to serve as deacons
throughout northern Minnesota.
The powerful tradition of Ojibwe hymn
singing is a living testimony to their ministry. His understanding of Native tradition
enabled him to enculturate Christianity in
the language and traditions of the Ojibwe.
He tirelessly traveled throughout
Minnesota and beyond, actively participating in the development of mission
strategy and policy for the Episcopal
Church.
- From Holy Women, Holy Men,
a liturgical resource of
The Episcopal Church
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Do you feel called?

The Nominating Committee seeks candidates to serve in a variety of
leadership positions. Please prayerfully consider whether God is calling
you to step into leadership. Nominations come both by self-nomination
as well as recommendations to the committee.
You may download and print a nomination form from the website or fill
out an online nomination form at www.diosohio.org.
All nominations must be received no later than Sept. 25. Only submissions received by the deadline will be printed in Interchange. Please
send submissions or questions to convention@diosohio.org.

2013 Leadership Positions
Budget Committee: Responsible for preparing and reviewing the annual operating budget of the diocese. Primary work occurs in the spring,
with collection and review of budget requests.
Elect one lay, Class of ‘15
Diocesan Council: As the convention-between-convention, council
plays a critical role in the governance of the diocese. Members review
the budget and mission share review requests, follow implementation
of convention resolutions and work with the bishop on ministry and
mission decisions in the diocese. The council meets six times a year (or
as called) typically at the Procter Center.
Elect three lay, two clergy, Class of ‘15
Episcopal Community Services Foundation: An independent supporting foundation of the diocese that encourages, supports through grants
and education programs and helps to sustain volunteer community
service performed under the sponsorship of Episcopal Church congregations and deaneries.
Elect three people (lay or clergy), Class of ‘15
Standing Committee: This six-member committee serves as the
bishop’s council of advice. It shares responsibility for the ordination
process, is consulted for consent for the election and consecration of
new bishops in the church and reviews requests from congregations to
encumber their property. This group also carries out a mutual ministry
review with the bishop. The committee meets monthly, primarily in
Cincinnati or the Procter Center.
Elect one lay, one clergy, Class of ‘15
Trustees of the Church Foundation: Trustees are responsible for
administering loans and funds for church buildings as well as some
oversight over diocesan-owned properties. Trustees meet quarterly, with
the location rotating around the diocese.
Elect one lay or clergy, Class of ‘17
Trustees of the Diocese: Known as the Procter trustees, this group is
responsible for management of diocesan and certain other investments
and property owned by the diocese; and for serving as the board of
advisors to the bishop on administration of the William Cooper Procter
Fund. Trustees meet quarterly, typically in Cincinnati.
Elect one lay, Class of ‘17

138th Convention:

‘For this reason I remind you to rekindle
the gift of God that is within you through the
laying on of my hands; for God did not give
us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of
power and of love and of self-discipline.’
2 Timothy 1:6-14
Sharing our faith and committing to
mission priorities will frame the 138th
Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Based on the lectionary reading for
the day, the theme of convention will be
“Rekindling the gift.”
The diocese returns to Columbus on Nov.
9-10 at the Crowne Plaza Columbus North.
Convention will open at 1 p.m. on Friday
and adjourn by 5 p.m. Saturday.
Guests are always welcome to attend but
particularly encouraged this year to participate
in the program for Saturday. Beginning with a
diocesan Eucharist, the day continues with an
exploration of how to share our personal narratives and faith stories. Diocesan Council will
present the updated mission priorities and offer
time for reflection and discussion.
Other important business for convention includes consideration of resolutions,
changes to the constitution and canons, and
the 2013 budget.
Diocesan convention is a tangible extension of our connection to one another. Let us
share in the planning, prayer and preparation
for this gathering.
For more convention information, visit the
diocesan website at www.diosohio.org

The Constitution and Canons of Southern Ohio guide the governance of the diocese. A committee reviews the Constitution and Canons each year and considers whether to propose changes.
Proposed amendments may come from any member of the diocese, although the committee
requests an opportunity to review the proposal to make sure it abides by wider-church rules.
Proposed amendments must be submitted in writing by Sept. 10.
Please submit any proposed amendments to convention@diosohio.org.
Contact: Joseph J. Dehner at 513.651.6949 or jdehner@fbtlaw.com

Where do we stand?

Resolutions are a key way for the people of the diocese to discuss and reflect upon issues in the
church and beyond. Bishop Breidenthal encourages the submission of resolutions. There are a variety of types of resolutions, ranging from those that ask the diocese to take a stand on a particular
issue to calls for commitment to certain ministries. All of the resolutions from the past 25 years
adopted by convention can be found at www.publicpolicy.diosohio.org

All proposed resolutions must be received by Sept. 25 at convention@
diosohio.org. The Resolutions Committee will meet that week to review
the resolutions.
Those submitting resolutions are expected to attend, or have a representative at, the deanery pre-convention hearings. A sample resolution
is posted on the diocesan website at www.diosohio.org, Convention.
Contact: Jim Heathcote at 937.446.2108 or jheathcote@earthlink.net.

Dates and deadlines

§

How do we work?
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September
10 – Deadline for Constitution or Canonical changes
25 – (45 days) Deadline for nominations and resolutions.
25 – Journal reports due. Deadline for recommendations for commission appointments
October
10 – (30 days) Necrology (list of those who have died in each congregation during the past year) due to Geri McDaniel at gmcdaniel@
diosohio.org. Credential letter due from congregation if delegates have
changed
24 – Pre-convention hearing at Calvary, Clifton, 7-9 p.m.
25 – Pre-convention hearing at St. Paul’s, Dayton, 7-9 p.m.
28 – Pre-convention hearing at St. Alban’s, Bexley, 3-5 p.m.
31 – Pre-convention virtual hearing, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
November
2 – Retirement celebration for Bishop Price
3 – Pre-convention hearing at St. Paul’s, Chillicothe, 1-3 p.m.
9-10 – 138th Convention, Crowne Plaza, Columbus North

Accommodations

Convention will be held at the Crowne Plaza Columbus North (this
was previously a Marriott and has been the site of other Southern
Ohio diocesan conventions). The rooms are $89 without tax for a
single or double room (please download the tax exemption form
from the diocesan website and present at registration). The price
includes wireless Internet. Call 614.885.1885 for reservations. Tell
the staff you’re with the Diocese of Southern Ohio group. The group
rate expires Oct. 5.

Registration/Delegate forms

Delegates, visitors and exhibitors must register for convention. Online registration forms are available at http://www.diosohio. org, Convention, or contact
Heather Windle at 800.582.1712 to request a registration form. An early bird
discount will be offered until Oct. 15. Registration deadline is Nov. 1.
Congregations already should have filed their Certificate of Election of
Delegates form. If your congregation hasn’t submitted the form, please
do so immediately. It can be found on the convention page of the website.

Exhibitors

Vendors and ministry groups are invited to host an exhibit table.
Registration and information is on the diocesan website: www.diosohio.
org, convention.

Save the date to celebrate
After 44 years as an Episcopal priest – and 18 of them as bishop
suffragan of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr.
has decided to retire from active ministry.
Southern Ohio is planning a party to celebrate Bishop Ken and
Mariann Price and their ministry among us. Mark your calendars for
Friday, Nov. 2 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Procter Center for the special
celebration.
We will share more details as the event draws closer – but make sure
to save the date!
If you’re interested in serving on the celebration committee, please
contact Debby Stokes at dstokes1@live.com or 614.933.8715.
Share your memories and pictures of Bishop Price’s ministry. Send
them to Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org
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Mass in the grass
St. James, Clintonville, celebrated the
Feast of St. James on July 22 with a Liturgy
on the Lawn. The Rev. Elise Feyerherm
presided at the high mass, which was complete with incense and sanctus bells. St.
James himself delivered the sermon, with
the help of the Rev. Meribah Mansfield.
Music director Larry Hayes led the congregation in singing hymns that were heard
throughout the neighborhood. Coffee hour
followed the service on the front terrace.
Everyone enjoyed this festive celebration
of patron saint, St. James!

Around the diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters,
websites, tweets and Facebook pages so make sure to add us to your
mailing lists! Send your news to Julie Murray at jmurray@diosohio.org
and Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org

Notable
Bill Mains, junior warden at Trinity, Columbus, received the Frank
Fetch Award, which honors individuals for outstanding service to the
German Village community. Mains was touted for his restoration work
in German Village, having restored two properties and built one new
home in full cooperation with the German Village Commission. Mains
has opened each of his homes for tours, chaired the 2004 Haus und
Garten Tour, hosted dozens of PreTour dinners, co-chaired the Society’s
50th Anniversary Committee and hosted many smaller events in the
village.
The Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner penned
the meditations for the month of August for
Forward Day by Day. A documentary filmmaker and poet, Julnes-Dehner’s current project is The Right Track, a film about formerly
incarcerated women and men re-entering society. She is a founder of inner-city reading
camps in Cincinnati and also has worked in
parishes, prisons, hospitals, and as an assistant
editor for Forward Movement.
Alida “Teddy” Shannon has been awarded the Girl Scout Gold Award. Teddy, the daughter of Theo Shannon
of St. Patrick’s, Dublin, rehabilitated a gazebo in Macedonia Memorial
Park for her Gold Award project. She has been a Girl Scout for 11 years,
earning numerous badges and completing both the Bronze and Silver
awards as a member of Troop 484. A recent graduate of Walsh Jesuit
High School, Teddy will pursue a degree in art therapy at Simon Fraser
University in British Columbia.
Lynette Heard, of St. Andrew’s, Cincinnati, and Richelle
Thompson, director of communications for Southern Ohio, have been
chosen by the Cincinnati Regional Chamber of Commerce to participate in WE Lead, a program for women who excel in their professions.
The program runs for 10 months, starting in September, and offers
leadership training and networking opportunities.
Glenda and Carlos de Jesus were honored with an Innovation
Award for their work in piloting a Latino Literacy Project at Winton
Woods school district. They continue their work at the Latino Ministry
Center of the diocese in Forest Park, offering Homework Club and
Conversational English classes to students and parents.

Save the date for the Woodhull Discourses
The Woodhull Discourses at St. Paul’s, Oakwood, will present Pittman McGehee on Oct. 27 from
9 a.m. to noon and Oct. 28 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. in the Parish Hall. The lecture, “Confessions
of a Pedestrian Mystic: Synchronicities and Slender Threads,” will focus on the definition of mysticism and who are mystics—hoping to show that each of us lives in a mystical world and each is a
mystic of sorts. The workshop will unpack one of Jung’s central concepts called “Synchronicity.”
In addition, the workshops will trace the slender threads that connect people and places to provide
meaningful coincidences. St. Paul’s is located at 33 W. Dixon Ave. in Oakwood. Call 937.293.1154
for more information.

Garden beautified
The Memorial Garden project at
St. Mary’s, Hillsboro, headed by Jan
Vospar, was completed earlier this
year. The garden, which was first
established in 1954, was beautifully
landscaped with plantings and trees to
enhance the new stone sidewalk and
wrought-iron fencing. Peace Lilies,
a dogwood tree and a winding stone
path make the visit to the garden
serene and peaceful. Even a comfortable bench offers a place to rest and
reflect. Coach lights atop stone posts give a glow of welcome. “It is the most beautiful place to sit
and rest, right in the middle of town. A lovely spot,” was overheard by a passerby.

Calling all crafters
Are you crafty? Do you make unique items that you would like to sell? Church of the Redeemer,
Hyde Park, will hold their Holiday Sale on Nov. 17. The sale is a great place to showcase products.
Vendor registration is open on the Redeemer website www.redeemer-cincy.org or by phoning the
parish office at 513.321.6700. Table fees are $30 until Sept. 1. After that date, the fee is $40. Proceeds
benefit Redeemer’s mission ministries at home and abroad. Questions? Contact Kelley Flodder at
kelleyflodder@yahoo.com for more information.

Oakley takes aim
Annie Oakley, Darke County’s favorite
daughter, attended services at St. Paul’s,
Greenville, during Annie Oakley Days in
July. Annie Oakley, portrayed by Loretta
Jones, listened as the sermon spoke of her
Christian walk based on Micah 6: 8 –“to
do justice, love mercy and walk humbly
with God.” She especially liked the reference to Little Miss Sure Shot taking on
Mr. Big Shot, William Randolph Hearst,
in her libel suits against his newspapers in
which she was vindicated in all but one.
Oakley demonstrated her prowess with
the rifles by shooting an apple off the
Rev. Jim Larsen’s head, to the delight of
all the parishioners.

Our common ministry

September

CALENDAR

1 – Audits due from all congregations
3 – Diocesan House closed for Labor Day
holiday
4 – Executive staff meeting at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.
4 – National and World Mission Commission
meets at Procter Center, 3 p.m. Contact: Paul
Rank at 513.528.0931.
6-9 - School for Diaconal Formation weekend
at Procter Center. Contact: The Rev. Canon
Lynn Carter-Edmands at 800.582.1712.
7 – Latino Ministry Commission meets at
Diocesan House, 5:30 p.m.
8 – Disaster preparedness training at Calvary
Lutheran Church, Chillicothe, 8:30 a.m.
Contact: Mary Woodward at 740.509.1132.
8 – Safe Church Comprehensive training at
St. Timothy’s, Cincinnati, 9 a.m.. Please bring
a brown bag lunch. Soft drinks and coffee will
be provided. Register online at diosohio.org or
by calling Heather Windle at 800.582.1712,
ext. 113. Contact: The Rev. Darren Elin at darren@stthomasepiscopal.org or 513.831.2052.
8 – Mission Priorities Task Force meeting at
Procter Center, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: The
Rev. Canon Jack Koepke at jkoepke@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712.
12 – Commission on Congregational Life
meets at the Procter Center, 9 a.m. Contact:
Janice West at 937.278.2249.
13 – Fresh Start/Residency programs meet at
Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
13 – Trustees of the Diocese meet at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m. Contact: The Rev. Canon Jim
Hanisian at jhanisian@erhinc.com.
15 – Common Ministry teams meet at Procter
Center. 10 a.m. Contact: The Rev. Canon
Lynn Carter-Edmands.
15 – Deadline for Episcopal Community
Services Foundation (ECSF) grant proposals.
Contact: Ariel Miller at 513.221.0547.
15 – Safe Church Comprehensive training at
St. Thomas, Terrace Park, 9 a.m. Free pizza
provided. See registration information above.
18 – Executive staff meeting at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.
20 – Advisory Committee on Compensation
and Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30
p.m. Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
21 – Safe Church Comprehensive training
at St. Patrick’s, Dublin, 9 a.m. Box lunch
available for $9. See registration information
above.
21 – Episcopal Night at the Cincinnati Reds
game, Great American Ballpark, 7:10 p.m.
Order tickets at diosohio.org. Contact: Maggie
Foster at ayouth@diosohio.org.
22 – Anti-Racism training at Procter Center, 9
a.m. This training meets the requirements for
elected and appointed lay and clergy leadership to complete Anti-Racism training within
the first 12 months of their appointment and
consists of two parts: the training day and a
follow-up meeting that will be scheduled on

training day. Cost is $10 for lunch. Register
at diosohio.org. Contact: Debby Stokes at
614.933.8715.
22 – Diocesan Council meets at Procter
Center, 10 a.m.
27 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan
House, noon.
28-30 – SOLLI weekend at Procter Center.
Contact: Heather Windle at 800.582.1712 ext.
113.
29 – Episcopal Church Women annual conference, Liturgical Arts and Crafts, at Procter
Center, 9 a.m. Cost $25. Register at diosohio.
org. Contact: Judy Keim at 513.759.0727.
30 – Interchange deadline for convention issue of Interchange. Contact Richelle
Thompson at
rthompson@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712.

October
2 – Executive staff meeting at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.
8 – Diocesan House closed for Columbus
Day holiday.
10 - Commission on Congregational Life
meets at the Procter Center, 9 a.m. Contact:
Janice West at 937.278.2249.
11 – Fresh Start/Residency programs meet at
Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
13 – Clergy Day at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
Register online at www.diosohio.org, calendar.
16 – Executive staff meeting at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.
18-20 – Commission on Ministry meets
at Procter Center. Contact: Pat Haug at
800.582.1712, ext. 103.
19 – Standing Committee meets at Procter
Center, 11 a.m. Contact: Debby Stokes at
614.933.8715.
19-21 – Genesis 10 Jr. High retreat at Procter
Center. For grades 6-9, cost $40. Register at
youth.diosohio.org. Contact: Rob Konkol at
800.582.1712, ext. 160.
20 – Treasurer’s workshop at Procter Center, 9
a.m. Register at diosohio.org. Contact: David
Robinson at 800.582.1712.
24 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan
House, noon. Contact: Debby Stokes at
614.933.8715.
24 – Cincinnati area pre-convention hearing at
Calvary, Clifton, 7 p.m.
25 – Dayton area pre-convention hearing at
St. Paul’s, Oakwood, 7 p.m.
26 – Trustees of the Church Foundation meet
at Diocesan House, noon. Contact: David
Robinson at 800.582.1712.
28 – Columbus area pre-convention hearing at
St. Alban’s, Bexley, 3 p.m.
30 – Executive staff meeting at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.
30 – Deadline for request for mission share
review. Contact: Janice West at 937.278.2249
or David Robinson at 800.582.1712.
31 – Virtual pre-convention hearing, 11 a.m.
Register online at diocesan website.
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Rest in peace
The Rev. Stephen G. Williamson III, a retired priest of the diocese, died July 28. He
was 73.
Born in Williamsport, Penn., he served churches in Rhode Island, Pennsylvania and
Upstate New York. He came to the Diocese of Southern Ohio in the early 1980s, serving as
archdeacon of the East Region for eight years and as priest at St. Andrew’s, Pickerington from
1991-94, rector of St. Philip’s, Circleville from 1994-98 and St. Edward’s, Columbus, from
1999-2001.
Survivors include his wife, Anita; children, Gregory, Nathan, Douglas and Amy; a sister,
Ann; and five grandchildren. A service was held at St. Andrew’s, Pickerington. Memorials may
be made Virginia Theological Seminary, Attn: Chapel for the Ages Campaign, 3737 Seminary
Road, Alexandria, VA 22304.
The Rev. Michael P.G.G. Randolph, a priest canonically resident in the diocese, died
July 30 in Missouri. He was 71. He had lived in served in Missouri since 1999, but before
that, he spent many years in Southern Ohio as an interim priest, serving several congregations,
including St. Simon of Cyrene, Cincinnati; Holy Trinity, Kenwood; Christ Church, Xenia; St.
James, Cincinnati; St. Mark’s, Dayton; St. Philip’s, Cincinnati, and Ascension & Holy Trinity,
Wyoming and an assistant at Christ Church Cathedral. He was ordained in 1970.
A founding member of the Union of Black Episcopalians, Randolph was an author and
storyteller, in addition to his ministry in congregations.
Survivors include his wife, Pat Cleary, and children. The service is scheduled for Aug. 26 at
4 p.m. at Christ Church Cathedral in St. Louis, Missouri. Memorials may be sent to the Union
of Black Episcopalians to support its ministry at the Bishop John T. Walker National Learning
Center in Washington, D.C. Checks may be made payable and sent to: The Union of Black
Episcopalians, Location 000160, Cincinnati 45264-0160.
The Rev. David Weyrich, a priest formerly in Southern Ohio, died June 23. He was 77.
Born in Dayton, he went to seminary at Bexley Hall when it was in Rochester, New York.
He served as priest at St. John’s, Columbus, in the late 1970s and as assistant rector of St.
John’s, Worthington in the 1980s.
Survivors include his wife, Kay, three sons, Greg, Andrew and Tony; six grandchildren and
a sister. The service was held at Harcourt Parish Church (Holy Spirit, Gambier). Donations
may be sent to Hospice of Central Ohio, 2269 Cherry Valley Road, Newark, Ohio 43055.

CLERGY/CONGREGATIONS
The Rev. Karl Ruttan has been appointed as priest-in-charge of St. Philip’s, Columbus.
The Rev. Jerome Burns, their longtime rector, retires in September.
The Rev. Bruce Smith has been appointed as priest-in-charge of Trinity, McArthur. He
continues serving at St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington, in a part-time capacity.
The Rev. Paul Daggett, longtime rector of Trinity, Hamilton, has announced his retirement, effective in October. His last day at Trinity will be Sept. 16.
The Rev. Justin Lanier, who has completed his residency at St. Patrick’s, Lebanon,
has accepted a call to a church in Burlington, Vermont.
The Rev. David Kendall-Sperry, former assistant at St. John’s, Worthington, has
accepted a call to a church in Mount Vernon, Ohio.
David Getreu, a former Roman Catholic priest, will be received as a priest in the Episcopal
Church at 12:10 p.m. on Sept. 4 at Christ Church Cathedral, Cincinnati. All are welcome to
attend. Getreu has been a member of Trinity, Newark, for the past three years. Following the
reception of his orders, Getreu will serve as an assisting priest at St. James, Zanesville.

VISITATIONS
September
9
16

23
30

St. Andrew’s, Pickerington
St. John’s, Lancaster
p.m. – Centennial Celebration 		
– St. Paul, Logan and Epiphany,
Nelsonville
Holy Trinity, Bellaire/St. John’s,
Cambridge
Christ Church, Ironton

October
7
14
21
28

St. Peter’s, Gallipolis
St. Mark’s, Riverside (Dayton)
Episcopal Consecration in Diocese
of Pittsburgh
Trinity, Newark
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Summer camp: Thy kingdom comes
By Lisa Jacob
Interchange contributor
For me, Procter Camp is a special haven – a place where
God’s Kingdom is very real and tangible. From the energy
during Eucharist in the mornings to the tie-dye skies in the
evenings, the Holy Spirit is alive. For 15 summers, camp has
opened my eyes to the ways of God and changed my life.
This summer was no exception.
This camping season God brought together 448 campers,
including those representing 11 new churches, to worship
together, pray together and play together. Our theme this
summer was “Thy Kingdom Come.” It quickly became
apparent that God’s Kingdom had already come to the
Procter farm.
God’s Kingdom was there when we played mat ball,
working as a team and encouraging one another. In the end,
everyone won in a classic Procter tie.
God’s Kingdom was there when we met in formation
tracts to learn about the Bible, prayer and ministry. God
was there when we grappled with questions and doubt, and
triumphed with us when we came to new understanding as
a community.
God’s Kingdom was there when a camper found the courage to be blobbed into the Procter Lake (and also when a
counselor took the leap of faith from the 15 ft. tower).
God’s Kingdom was there when we renewed our baptismal vows, shared the Eucharist, and sang with joy, all the
while in the pool.
God’s Kingdom was there when we gathered at the end of
each day around a campfire and acknowledged the ways the
Holy Spirit was working in our lives.
God’s Kingdom was there when we harvested food from
the garden and shared meals with one another each day.
God’s Kingdom was there when 70 first-time campers
stepped out of their comfort zone and were welcomed with
open arms into our camp community.

Apart from all of the big ways God’s Kingdom shone
through this summer, God’s Kingdom was in all of the
little things as well. In patience. In smiles and laughter. In
song and dance. In unconditional love. All of these little
“God moments” convey such a strong feeling of love and
acceptance that it’s easy to see why God is so present at

camp. As a staff, we often
talk of how camp shows
what the world could look
like.
At General Convention
this summer, North Carolina
Bishop Michael Curry
shared in his sermon that
we are called to be Crazy
Christians…“to love like
Jesus, to give like Jesus, to
forgive like Jesus, to do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with God- like Jesus.
Crazy enough to dare to
Photos by Laura Gentner and
change the world from the
Julie Murray
nightmare it often is into
something close to the dream that God dreams for it. And
for those who would follow him, those who would be his
disciples, those who would live as and be the people of the
Way? It might come as a shock, but they are called to craziness.”
Everyone can attest that there is a lot of craziness happening at camp. We answer the call of craziness and the call to
love. And while it’s easy to be crazy Christians at camp and
to live into God’s dream for the world, it’s also important to
take the lessons learned at camp and spread them out into
the world.
So to the campers… camp isn’t the only place where God
is present in our lives, and camp isn’t the only place where
the Body of Christ can come together as a community in six
days. It’s just the foundation. Go and lay the bricks for others
to follow so that thy Kingdom comes.
Lisa Jacob is a member of St. James, Westwood, and a
pharmacy student at Ohio Northern University. She served as
summer camp coordinator this summer.
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Lectures by calling Trinity at 614.235.4136 or
online at http://www.tlsohio.edu.

Dr. Alan Kimbrough, University of Dayton
Professor of English and an Episcopalian in
Southern Ohio, will discuss “The King James
Bible and Anglican Church Music” at a lecture on
Sept. 9 from 3 to 4:30 p.m. at the campus’ Roesch
Library. In the gallery space, visitors also can see
the Manifold Greatness exhibit, which includes
a first edition King James Bible, on loan from
Denison University, and University of Dayton’s
own first edition Douay-Rheims Bible, a Catholic
translation of the Bible from the Latin Vulgate.

Will writing

Workshop on adulthood

Although we may not like to think or talk about
it, death is inevitable. The time to prepare for our
death is now. Planning ahead can help ease the crisis
experienced by the ones we leave behind and also
deeply enrich our lives in the present. The Stewardship
Committee at the Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park,
encourages you to consider your preparations for endof-life issues by taking advantage of a free will writing
workshop for individuals and couples in the Diocese
of Southern Ohio who would like assistance in putting together a will. The workshop will be offered at
Redeemer, 2944 Erie Ave., on Sept. 29. Each slot is
30 minutes and is offered to individuals or married
couples who are citizens of the United States, legal
residents of Ohio, and have estates valued at less than
$1 million. Sign up by phoning the parish office at
513.321.6700. Space is limited, so sign up today! You
will need to submit basic information to the volunteer
attorneys by Sept. 14. Questions? Contact the Rev.
Bruce Freeman at bruce@redeemer-cincy.org.

St. Peter’s, Delaware, announces the day-long
workshop, “The Adults in the Room: Being a
Five Ohio musicians traveled to the University of the South for the 62nd annual
Grown-Up for the Sake of Our Children.”Sponsored
Sewanee Church Music Conference. Musicians and clergy come together to
by the diocese’s Faith in Life commission, the
reflect on the relationship of music to the liturgy of the Episcopal Church. This
workshop will be held Sept. 15 from 10 a.m. to 2
year’s group included, from left to right, John Glaze, St. Mary’s, Hillsboro; Bill
p.m. at the church.
Kendrick, St. Paul’s, Canton; Ned Brooks, St. James, Wooster; Justin Wiget, All
The presenter will be the Rev. Daniel R.
Saints, Portsmouth; and Stanley Workman, Second Presbyterian, Portsmouth.
Heischman, executive director of the National
Association of Episcopal Schools and author of
the book Good Influence: Teaching the Wisdom
of Adulthood.
The Potter and the Sycamore: The Spirituality of
“Nothing is more important for a young person that to be
The Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Southern
taken seriously by an adult who remains an adult,” he writes. Imperfection (of the second half of life), a retreat offered by Ohio will hold their annual conference on Sept. 29 from 9
This workshop will reflect upon the role that adults – parents the Rev. John Holliger of Delaware, will be held Sept. 22 from a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Procter Center. The theme for this year’s
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Procter Center. This Quiet Day proand educators – play in the development of young people.
conference is Liturgical Arts and Crafts. Women of all ages are
Parents, clergy, teachers and the public are invited to par- vides a reflection on the spirituality of the second half of life.
invited to join their sisters in the diocese as the ECW unveils
The day will be broken into three cycles. In the first cycle
ticipate. Cost is $15, which includes registration and a boxed
the diocesan ECW quilt. Participants can try to identify the
lunch. Childcare will be offered. To register or for more infor- of the day we will take our cues from the thoughts of several “mystery block” and vote on their favorite block, as well as
unusual potters, who dare to write that they do not try to cremation contact Marilyn Sesler at mbs.1002@live.com
hearing from a speaker who organized a barn quilt project.
ate “perfect” pots, but to follow the natural desire of the clay.
In addition to a celebration of the Eucharist with reading of
In the second cycle we will consider the poetry of Wendell
names added to the Book of Remembrance in 2011-12 and elecIf you like spiritual practices in theory but have trouble Berry, “The Sycamore” and in the third cycle we will hear Ted tion of a new president, you can also participate in arts and crafts
with actual practice, join us at All Saints, Pleasant Ridge, on Kempel’s, The Gift of Being Unfinished . After a gathered workshops at the conference. The cost is $25 per person and
Sept. 22 from 9 a.m. to noon to hear Jana Riess discuss her time of silence, some may wish to reflect on the day. Others includes lunch. Register at diosohio.org by Sept. 15. Participants
book Flunking Sainthood: A Year of Breaking the Sabbath, may offer their silent presence as their gift.
are asked to bring your church’s artistic creations used in worThe cost for the retreat is $15. Register at diosohio.org by
Forgetting to Pray, and Still Loving My Neighbor. Reiss’ book
ship and participate in a show-and-tell exhibit. (Examples: vestis a seriously light-hearted look at the year she spent attempt- Sept. 19 so that a packet of poems will be waiting for your ments, banners, pottery, glass, etc.) Please contact Judy Keim
arrival. Find more information at http://www.photographybying, without much success, 12 different spiritual practices.
at 513.759.0727 or jwkincinci@fuse.net to reserve display space.
Childcare will be provided. For more information or to johnholliger.net/
RSVP for childcare, contact Linda Thomson at thomsonrtbc@
gmail.com.
On Sept. 29, the Diocese of Ohio is presenting a one-day
Bexley Hall and Trinity Lutheran seminaries will hold their
annual alumni gathering and continuing education series in Planned Giving Institute in Cleveland. Planners welcome particiMusic Live at Lunch, Christ Church Cathedral’s week- Columbus in September.
pation by other Province V parishes, including Southern Ohio.
ly concert series, will feature the following performers in
The workshop is designed to:
On Sept. 25-26, the Very Rev. Christopher Hofer will lead a
September:
▪ Give congregations the tools to solicit, manage, and invest
workshop, “Faith in God, Hope for Tomorrow, and the Radical
Sept.4: Brianna Matzke, piano; Rachel Frankenfeld, violin Love of Christ.” The evening of Sept. 25 will be a time to gather for bequests and planned gifts.
Sept. 11: Steel Away Steel Drum Band
▪ Increase the financial strength of parishes through bequests
worship, followed by discussion with the Very Rev. Tom Ferguson,
Sept. 18: Wes Davidson & Liz Wu from Acarya: Acoustic dean of Bexley Hall, and the Rev. Roger Ferlo, president of the and planned gifts.
rock
▪ Build a support network of parish planned giving leaders.
Bexley-Hall and Seabury Western Seminary federation.
Sept. 25: The Noyse Merchants: Early Sefardic romances
Cost is $25 for the first registrant from a congregation, and
On Sept. 26, the day will take the form of an interactive retreat
and works from the Contigas de Santa Maria
with sessions, worship and free time. The focus of these sessions $10 per additional participant. Planned Giving Council memThese free concerts are presented on Tuesdays at 12:10 p.m. will be: The Other Among Us; Embracing the Other and Raising bers are happy to host attendees in their homes on Sept. 28 and
Patrons may bring their lunch or buy one at the cathedral for $5.
Up the Other. The day will conclude with a festive dinner with provide transportation where needed. Learn more by contacting
On Sept. 25 at 7:30 p.m., the cathedral offers “Udite alumni and students, and a presentation from Ferlo.
Lael Carter at 216.774.0463 or by e-mail at lcarter@dohio.org
Amanti” (Lovers Beware). Armonia Celeste specializes in the
All clergy are welcome to attend. Cost is $50. Two units of
dramatic, passionate repertoire of the early Italian Baroque continuing education may be awarded for those who attend the
era. The group is comprised of three singers and accompanied retreat and workshops. To register, please go to www.bexley.
Creative Collaborative has planned a fall retreat Oct. 5-7 for
by period instruments. Tickets available at the door (cash or edu or http://tinyurl.com/ctwtqej.
women at the Transfiguration Spirituality Center. The retreat
check only): $15 general admission; $5 students/seniors; free
On Sept. 27, the Rev. James Cone will deliver the annu- offerings include a wide variety of creative spiritual activities
to children age 12 and under. For more information, go to al Trinity Day Lecture. Cone is the Charles A. Briggs such as music, storytelling, art, reflection, poetry, dream disarmoniaceleste.com.
Distinguished Professor of Systematic Theology at Union cussions, mandalas, labyrinths and more.
Christ Church Cathedral is located at 318 East Fourth Street, Theological Seminary and an ordained minister in the African
For more information, call 513.659.3356 or visit www.
downtown Cincinnati. For more information, call 513.621.1817. Methodist Episcopal Church. Register for the James Cone creativecollaborative.us

Spirituality of imperfection

ECW annual conference

Bexley Hall gathering

Planned giving institute

Flunking Sainthood

Cathedral music offerings

Retreat for women
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Fun, fe
llowsh
ip

Cruise through the
Bible with CABS
Cincinnati Area Bible Study, or CABS, is a
new Bible study group designed for high school youth in t h e
Cincinnati area.
The group will meet on Thursdays beginning in September
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at All Saints, Pleasant Ridge. The first year
will focus on the Old Testament.
All youth in grades 9-12 are invited to attend. For more information, contact Maggie Foster at assistantyouth@diosohio.org.

Join the first-ever EPISCOPACER
Run it solo or be part of
a team.
The race begins at 8
a.m. on Sept. 22 at Christ
Church, Xenia, and end at
the Madison County Senior
Center.
Participants will receive
a T-shirt and enjoy a big,
post-race party. Top finishers will receive medals.
Free shuttles will bring
racers to the party at Procter
and back to the cars in
Xenia.
Proceeds will benefit the
Procter Center’s recreational programs.
Information: http://procter.diosohio.org/Recreation/hiking-andrunning.html
Questions: Christine Tokarz at ctokarz@diosohio.org

Second annual “Boo” fest at Procter Oct. 13
Join us at the Procter Center for a frighteningly good time at
the Madison County “Boo” fest, a day of fall entertainment with
friends, fun, food and prizes on Saturday, Oct. 13. The fun runs
from 2 to 9 p.m. and includes a Battle of the Bands, children’s
activities, a haunted hayride, silent auction, food, beverages and
more! Pumpkins grown on the Procter farm also will be available
for the picking. Tickets are just $10 for adults, $5 for children
under 12. Children 2 and under are free. You can purchase a family package for $50, which includes two adult and two children’s
admissions, four haunted hayride passes, two pumpkins, game
tickets and four s’more kits.
Clergy attending the fall Clergy Day at Procter on Oct. 13
are invited to bring their families and enjoy the fun of Boofest.
Several of the children’s activities will be available earlier in the
day for the family while the clergy meet, and then families who
would like to stay will be issued free entry bracelets to the festival.
For more information, contact Chris Tokarz at ctokarz@diosohio.
org or 903.267.6372.

Diocesan opportunities
To be formed as followers of Jesus, we need to be
intentional about knowing the common story, proclaiming
the common faith, praying the common prayer, drinking
the common cup and serving the common good. Below
are a number of formational opportunities around the
Diocese of Southern Ohio.
~ The Rev. Canon Lynn Carter-Edmands
Canon for Formation
Education for Ministry (EfM) is a program of theological education for lay people offered by extension
from the School of Theology of the University of the
South, Sewanee, Tenn. It is an opportunity to “dig deeper
into the Christian faith, studying the Bible, Church history and theological ideas and reflect on connecting faith
with life experiences.” To learn more about EfM, visit
http://www.formation.diosohio.org/efm.html
Education for Ministry groups from around the diocese:
Dayton Deanery
Wednesday evenings at St George’s, Dayton; begins
Sept. 17. Mentor: Eric Schryver (937.433.1252;
Lericsue@sbcglobal.net)
Northwest Deanery/Richmond, Ind.
Tuesday or Wednesday evenings. A new group
is starting as interest dictates. Mentor: Barry Cramer
(765.966.4458; alanbarrycramer@earthlink.net)
Columbus Deanery:
Sunday afternoons at St. Peter’s, Delaware; begins
Sept. 9. Monday mornings at St. Patrick’s, Dublin;
begins Sept. 10 Mentor: Deb Parker (740.272.6901;
info@slem3.com)
Monday evenings at St Patrick’s, Dublin; begins Sept.
10. Mentor: Susan Jones (jonesohio@wowway.com)
Tuesday evenings at St Stephen’s, Columbus. Mentor:
Jodi Wilbur (jwilber@ymail.com)
Thursday evenings at St Patrick’s, Dublin; begins Aug.
30. Mentor: The Rev. Cricket Park (614-766-2664;
cbpark@aol.com)

The choir of St. Luke’s,
Granville, performed
and toured throughout England in early
August. They sang
Evensong on Aug.
10 at Westminster
Abbey. Forty members
of the choir, ranging
from second grade to
senior citizens, also
performed at several other churches,
including Worcester
Cathedral, pictured
here. The choir of
St. Mark’s, Upper
Arlington, was scheduled to perform at the
same cathedral the
following week.

Cincinnati Deanery
Monday evenings at Grace Church, College Hill
Tuesday evenings at St. Anne’s, West Chester. Mentor:
Hawley Todd (513.967.6581; todd@episcopalhealing.org )
SOLLI (Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative):
SOLLI trains lay people for effective leadership and service in
congregations, the diocese, the neighborhood, and ecumenical
and interfaith communities. Applications are currently being
accepted for the 2012-13 program year. To learn more or
apply, visit http://formation.diosohio.org/solli.html
Licensed lay leadership: Certain ministries are
licensed by the bishop and require nomination of a person
by the rector or priest-in-charge of their congregation or
community of faith. Formation is local for certification as
a Eucharistic Minister or Eucharistic Visitor.
Formation for Worship Leader is scheduled for Dec. 1
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Procter Center.
The Preacher certification program is being reviewed
this year, and no new formation is scheduled. A continuing formation program for current licensed preachers is
scheduled for Jan. 26, 2013 at the Procter Center. If you
are interested in a license to preach, please consider enrolling in one of the Education for Ministry classes this year;
at least two years of EfM or its equivalent are required
prior to the preacher formation program.
To learn more about licensed lay leadership, visit http://
formation.diosohio.org/licensed-lay-ministries.html .
Safe Church and Anti-Racism information
Safe Church and Anti-racism training is required for
some ministries and expected for others. For more information and dates and times of training, visit http://www.
diosohio.org/How%20we%20work/safe-church-training.html and http://formation.diosohio.org/anti-racismhandouts.html.
Scholarships
To learn more about scholarships available for formation
programs, visit http://formation.diosohio.org/scholarships.html.
Save the date: Street Church
Ecclesia Ministries, a network of street ministries
across the country and throughout the world, will meet
for an annual Come and See/Come and Be retreat at
the Procter Center on Nov. 2-4. Three Episcopal and
one non-denominational street ministries in southern
Ohio are planning the weekend: the Rev. Lee Anne Reat
and the Rev. Craig Foster, St. John’s, Columbus, the
Rev. Paula Jackson, Church of Our Savior, Cincinnati,
the Rev. Deniray Mueller, In the Garden at Trinity,
Columbus, and the Rev. Bea Broder, street ministry
in Cincinnati. The theme of this year’s conference is
“Spiritual Practices on the Margins.”
The Come and See retreat is designed for people new
to working and worshipping with people on the margins
– those who are homeless, struggling with addictions
and mental illness, and others who do not feel comfortable inside churches. The group will learn the nuts and
bolts of street ministry, travel to Cincinnati to get handson experience and participate in St. John’s Street Church
and In the Garden in Columbus.
For more information on the conference or a starting a
street church ministry, contact the Rev. Lee Anne Reat at
revreat@aol.com.
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On the move: Supporting
abused and neglected children

Epiphany
helps local
families
in a jam

By the Rev. Mike Kreutzer
and Libby Nicholson
Interchange contributors

By Teresa Whitmore
Interchange contributor
A letter from the Athens County Children
Services inspired a new ministry for Church
of the Epiphany in Nelsonville. The letter
explained the hunger needs of children during summer break. The area school districts
have poverty levels of 60 to 70 percent,
and many students depend on breakfast and
lunch at the school during the year. Limited
resources and rising food prices create huge
obstacles for many families who are faced
in the summer with providing three meals
instead of one each day.
As a result, the Peanut Butter and Jelly
project was established in 2009. This program offers a jar of peanut butter, jar of jelly
and a loaf of bread each week to low-income
children and any family who requests the
food supplement. This service is provided
weekly for 10 weeks and is distributed to
their homes by school outreach counselors.
This year, parishioners at Church of the
Epiphany decided to organize a PB &J drive.
We received a donation of 100 paper bags
from our local Kroger store and attached a
flyer explaining the project. We distributed
these bags to households in Buchtel. The
flyer asked our neighbors to place a jar of
peanut butter and jelly in the bag and place
it on their porch for pick-up on June 19.
Participation was overwhelming. The spirit
of God, it seemed, had embraced our little

O God our help
in ages past, our
hope for years to
come,
Our shelter from
the stormy blast,
and our eternal
home! . . .”
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Nearly 150 jars of peanut butter and jelly were
donated by the community to help low-income
children and families during the summer
months.
village! We collected more than 145 jars and
are still receiving donations.
We plan to participate every year, and
our hope is to increase our donation by 50%
next year. We also hope to encourage other
churches and organizations to look around
their community and help provide supplies,
resources and people-power to other worthy
causes.
To help others in need is the Christian
thing to do, so look around your community
and see how you can help. Even small projects like this can have a huge impact on the
communities you call home. With the love of
God and a spirit of generosity, it is true that
all things are possible.
For more information or suggestions on
other community service projects you can
start in your area, contact me.
Teresa Whitmore is a member of the Church
of the Epiphany, Nelsonville.
Contact her at 740.753.3434.

It was a sunny, 90-degree evening in
downtown Dayton. Individuals, couples
and families strolled, jogged or biked along
the river bikeway or relaxed on one of
the benches or on the lawn of Riverscape
Metropark. A gentle breeze, blowing in
from the confluence of the area’s rivers,
came as a welcome gift to all of them.
Two blocks south, next to Fifth-Third
Field, the home of the Dayton Dragons, more
than 250 people had gathered for the sixth
annual “5 for the Kids” Walk/Run. Among
the participants were 15 members of St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church, which has participated in the fund-raiser since its inception.
CARE House is a child advocacy center,
serving abused and neglected children in
the Miami Valley area. St. Mark’s has supported CARE House since it began.
During the past six years, the walk/run,
along the river bikeway and across bridges
spanning Dayton’s central waterways, has
raised more than $60,000 for the support of
CARE House. It helps to fund the nationally accredited center’s services to those
who are arguably the neediest children in
our society – 600 of them each year.
Participating in this annual event is only
part of St. Mark’s support of CARE House.
Members also keep the center stocked with
snacks and drinks that the staff provides
both to the children under their care and
to siblings and any others who accompany
them. They provide new, stuffed toys, for
the toy wall: all children who come to the
center are invited to choose one of them to

be her/his own. From time to time, parishioners also have participated in addressing
special needs, such as scraping and repainting the center’s gazebo and cleaning out
and reorganizing the basement.
While helping to support the CARE House
is the primary reason for the church’s annual
participation, the congregation had an extra
reason to celebrate this year. At the outdoor
reception after the walk/run, five members
of St. Mark’s were awarded medals for
finishing first in their walk/run categories.
They ranged in age from 11-year-old Mark
Kreutzer, who came in first among male
walkers under the age of 30, to 72-year-old
Don Nancarrow, who finished first (for the
third year in a row) among male walkers
over the age of 60. In-between, were Gary
Welch, who finished first among male walkers in his age group; Janet Reuter, who came
in first among female walkers in hers; and
Dave Reuter, who took first place among
male runners in his category.
Libby Nicholson, the founding director of
CARE House and also a St. Mark’s parishioner reflects, “Being a cradle Episcopalian
and lifelong member of St. Mark’s, I am
so proud to be part of a parish that takes
its commitment to community outreach so
seriously. The 5 for the Kids race/walk is
a fun way for parishioners to come out for
an enjoyable evening in downtown Dayton
while supporting the children served by
CARE House. We are all part of the village
it takes to protect a child.”
More information about CARE House, and
the ways that others can support its
mission, can be found at the center’s
website, http://www.thecarehouse.org/
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Words from the hymn “St. Anne” (at
left) opened the worship service that
began the Children’s Defense Fund national conference held in Cincinnati July 22-25.
The community-wide, multi-faith Children’s
Sabbath service focused the 3,000 people on the
needs of children and the poor.
The theme of the conference was “Pursuing Justice for
Children and the Poor with Urgency and Persistence.” The
service included prayers and readings from sacred texts from
many faiths, including Baha’i, Buddhist, Hindi, Islamic, Christian
and Jewish. Each tradition has texts that speak to justice. One
friend who attended with me said how she felt like she had been to
church, because the Children’s Sabbath service was “unapologetic.”
Children’s Sabbath is an annual event that invites congregations to

focus on the needs of the children outside our walls. When I lived
in Baltimore, the church I attended held a Children’s Sabbath each
year. Over time, the congregation came to be known as the church
that prayed for children (18 and under) who were killed through
violence in the city. There is now a children’s peace memorial on the
church grounds acknowledging that congregation’s role in speaking
the truth about violence among children –and advocating for it to
cease.
As people called to live in mercy and justice, what would it be like if
at least one Episcopal congregation in each town in southern Ohio
joined with interfaith partners to offer an “unapologetic” worship
experience? How could this transform our communities?
The Rev. Canon Anne Reed is canon for mission of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. Contact her at reed@diosohio.org.

Resources
Conduct a Children’s Sabbath worship in your congregation. This year’s
national observance is Oct. 19-21.
The Children’s Sabbaths bring
together Christian, Jewish, Muslim,
Bahá’í communities, as well as
multi-faith coalitions that will lift up
children in need and answer their own
faith tradition’s call to pursue justice,
mercy and compassion.
The manual for the 2011
observances can help you get started:
“Justice, Justice Shall You Pursue:
Answering God’s Call to Protect
Children.” Download from: http://
www.childrensdefense.org/
programs-campaigns/faith-basedaction/childrens-sabbaths/
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Participants share stories of mission
El Hogar: A new view
By Molly Babb
I recently returned from a life-changing mission trip to El
Hogar in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. There were several things
that struck me while I was down there. First was the amount
of love that the kids of El Hogar had and were willing to share
with us. They have been through much more than you and I
could ever imagine, yet they still have a smile on their face and
answer “good” when you ask how they are. Many of the kids
were abused by their parents or their parents abandoned them
and left them to fend for themselves. They spent a good part of
their life on the streets, looking after their siblings and digging
through dumpsters to find even a little food.
On the bus coming back from the park, all the kids were
tired (for once!) and fell asleep. Looking around, I saw two
brothers sleeping next to each other. The little one had his
head on the older boy’s shoulder, and the older boy in return
had his arm around his brother with his head resting against
the other. It warmed my heart to see two kids look out for
each other like that.
The next thing that struck me was at just how poor these
people are. Sure, we’ve all seen homeless people before, or
imagined what being poor in a third-world country is really
like, but that doesn’t do justice to the situation. All week,
we had been told about the poverty there and where the kids
came from. I had read the bios of the kids, and their home life
was a picture in my mind. Yes, I was told that some of them
had no food in their house, but I couldn’t imagine what that
really meant. I’ve always had food on the table, and snacks
when I was “hungry.” But my “hungry” is nothing compared
to the hungriness of some of these people.
On Friday, we went on a home visit. Walking to the house from

the street, I couldn’t help
but notice my surroundings. There was a lot of
trash, the smell wasn’t
something that we would
live with, and the houses
were extremely close
together and small. We
met the family and were
invited into their home.
Only two or three of us
could fit into the house
at one time. That’s how
small it was—the size of
one of our bathrooms was
the size of their house.
This family had six peoMolly Babb sits with students at El
ple living there and sharHogar.
ing two twin beds. Talk
about cramped living. But
when we looked around, I was overcome at what I saw. There was
absolutely no food. And I don’t mean that there weren’t any extra
boxes of dry food, or any fresh food, or cans of beans. There was
no food. They obviously hadn’t had anything for breakfast, and it
hurt me to think of what they would do when it was time for lunch
or dinner. That shook me to the core.
Seeing people, even little kids, whose clothes are torn and
dirty, and they are all skin and bones, digging through dumpsters, broke my heart. At home, all I had to do was open the
pantry and grab a snack, but they scrounged for even a bite
of sandwich that someone might have thrown out.
The last thing that struck me was when you smiled at a
kid. All you had to do was look them in the eyes and smile.
No “hola” or anything, and the response was amazing. They
smiled and their whole face lit up. It melted my heart every

Russia: Everlasting light
By Kimberly Taber
After 19 grueling hours of travel, 16 youth, including me, and six
chaperones touched down in St. Petersburg, Russia to begin our twoweek mission trip organized by the Miami Valley Episcopal Russian
Network. Not knowing what to expect, we plunged headfirst into the
unknown with open minds and love – and an awesome translator
named Igor.
We started out touring St. Petersburg and learning about the spectacular history and accomplishments of the Russian people. Like any good tourists we had
our cameras at the ready as we got up close and personal with St. Isaac’s Cathedral, the
Cathedral of Peter and Paul, the Summer Palace, the Hermitage Museum, The Church of our
Savior on Spilled Blood and so, so much more! While soaking in the vibrant pulse of the city
and the breathtaking architecture, we developed a love and respect for the country that we
were so blessed to be exploring.
Our true work began in the small town of Sablino. Here we stayed at the youth center
run by Father Nikolai, the priest of the local Russian Orthodox Church. We were graciously
welcomed with huge smiles and open arms. The first day, we all came together in a circle
to introduce ourselves to one another. Each holding a candle, Americans and Russians alike
took turns introducing themselves. When one person was done talking, they lit the person’s
candle next to them, until everyone had a flame of friendship. Throughout the next eight
days, our time was a whirlwind of activity, hard work, smiles and laughter. Our favorite time
was spent interacting and playing with the children. Although none of us spoke Russian and

The best way to help El Hogar is by sponsoring a child. For less
than $30 a week, you can change a child’s life by providing, food,
shelter, education, and stability in a nurturing, Christian environment. Partial sponsorships and unrestricted donations are also
welcome! Find more information at www.elhogar.org.
Redeemer, St. Timothy, and Christ Church Cathedral have mission
trips scheduled for this fall as well as in the winter and summer of
2013. Contact Carolyn Martin at kdmartin@pol.net for more information about service teams or the following fundraising opportunities:
Kroger will automatically donate 4% of what you spend if you register your rewards card through Calvary Church or Redeemer.
El Hogar is an official charity of all Flying Pig Marathon weekend
events. If you register for Team El Hogar, you will get a discounted
registration price and El Hogar will get a donation. Register at www.
flyingpigmarathon.com and use the code EHMFPM in the charity
code area.

time because I knew that they really meant the smile and that
they counted you as someone who can be trusted. Materialwise they don’t have what we do, but in their heart, they
have more—they have Jesus, and if we’re honest, what more
could be needed? And they are genuinely happy—there is
hope, and they know it.
All I can say is that the entire trip was better than amazing, and I can’t fully describe it. I know I learned a lot. Who
would’ve guessed that it would take a bunch of kids in
Honduras to teach me to be grateful, to be understanding, to
appreciate the little things, to be happy with what I have, to
grow more in my walk with God, and to teach me to love?
I realized on the plane coming home that I was called to go
back there and serve, to be the hands and feet of Jesus.
Molly Babb attends Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park,
and is a sophomore in high school.

many of the children did not
know English, we quickly realized that language was a trivial
matter when there was so much
ping pong, volleyball, and running around to be done.
At the same time, our service projects were immensely
rewarding. Different groups
worked different projects around
the youth center and in the community. While some of us shovStephanie Sexton, Kimberly Taber, Abby Bray and Nina
eled
massive amounts of gravel,
McLarnan pose with some of the Russian youth.
others painted the youth center
and the fence, while still others spent a day cleaning out a pond. For two days, a group of us
went to a burned-down home and helped the owner clear away the charred remains of his
past life.
As an extra bonus, our trip aligned with the annual White Nights. Instead of night enveloping us
in darkness, the sun never fully set – it never extinguished its light over Sablino. In many ways this
represents the work, memories, and friendships that we developed over our two weeks in Russia.
It was our hope, prayer, and mission to leave behind something that would never end in the hearts
of our new Russian friends. The memories and friendships that we made will be unforgettable.
Even as the paint on the youth center fades and the children grow up, we believe that the light
sparked in our own hearts, and the light we sparked in the community of Sablino will never fully
set, but continue to warm our hearts and never go out.
Kimberly Taber attends St. James, Westwood, and is a senior in high school.
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New Orleans: In gratitude
By Sarah Jenkins
“Here, take this,” Dante said, handing
me a hard plastic turtle. I held the turtle
as recess turned into utter madness for
the next hour. Recess came to an exasperating end, and Dante came over to
give me a hug. I tried to put the turtle in
his hand and he refused to take it. “Don’t
you want it back?” I asked. “Ugh, I don’t
want that ugly thing, he shouted with the
sass of a teenage girl and ran off to meet
the other first and second graders heading out the door.
For whatever reason, as I continued
to stare at it the rest of the day, that silly
turtle gained meaning. I started to see it
transform into something that resembled
my whole week in New Orleans. In three
hours, I became attached to that plastic,
nameless turtle. On the ride home that
day, Matt Sesler took the turtle so I
couldn’t get it. The others joined in and
when we returned to the house, I ran
around chasing them until I was able Sarah Jenkins plays with some children at a community center in New
to retrieve my favorite new toy. It was Orleans.
Thursday, and we were family.
When I finally went to sleep that night around 3 a.m., I held the turtle in my hands and thought about the week:
the rough start, the challenges along the way and the positive attitudes that got us through it all.
Monday started off with many frustrated groans. Walking around the building that makes up All Souls
Episcopal Church and Community Center, I heard many comments about the same thing — “there are so many
better things we could be doing.” They pulled a few of us to work with the kids for the day while the others were
sent out to fix a previous group’s lax paint job. As the day progressed, the negative thoughts were pushed to the
backs of our minds by the overall positive attitudes of the group. But it wasn’t until Tuesday afternoon that we
fully appreciated what we were giving to the church.
At the end of Tuesday’s long, rainy work day, All Soul’s priest, Lonell, pulled the group into the kitchen for
a chat. He expressed his goals for the community both to our group and the group we were working with from
Delaware. He elaborated on the struggles of a single parent and being the child of a single parent. Lonell said,
“If they are on the streets, we don’t know where they are. If they are here, at least we know they aren’t on the
streets.” He told us about the many assets the summer camp develops in the community’s youth, including music,
art, literacy and faith. Each of the seven weeks brought something new. Their school-year tutoring program was
another way to keep them off the streets, and more importantly, invested in their education. By the end of Lonell’s
speech, we could tell that even painting the outside of the building meant something to the kids and the community: it showed them that we care.
On Wednesday night, we went to services at St. Anna’s, where they bless and pray for each person murdered
in the New Orleans area by name. It was eye opening to see the ages of those murdered and how they met death.
Some were stabbed, some shot, a few were smothered. It was clear New Orleans still has a long recovery ahead.
But despite all of the city’s hardships, New Orleans has maintained its originality and liveliness. Throughout the
week we experienced a variety of things the city has to offer, including a walk down Bourbon Street, Preservation
Hall, and beignets… twice (and my mom wonders how I gained so much weight…).
Friday was all about closure. The group finished the remaining portion of the paint job and finally came to
terms with the rain that had been inhibiting their progress all week. After a long play in the pouring rain, the group
realized that the storm wasn’t all bad. That night we went to the camp’s closing ceremony and said our goodbyes
to everyone at All Souls. With all the kids around, I was reminded of the eloquence of Winnie the Pooh: “How
lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.”
I write this with the turtle staring at me from the side of my computer, and I am reminded of the goodbyes to the city, the staff, the kids, and all the time spent with this newly developed family of 13. But I have
something concrete that will deliver a daily dose of memories from the trip. Since the trip, I look at that silly
little turtle and remember why I went: for a renewed appreciation of all of the blessings in my life. And that
is exactly what I got.
Sarah Jenkins attends St. Anne’s, West Chester, and is a senior in high school.
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Athens:
On the farm
By Bob McGonagle
On Memorial Day, I went on a pilgrimage with my brother and his boys to
southeastern Ohio. I went out to my dad’s
grave in time to see the local men from the
Veterans of Foreign Wars honor the fallen
with a 21-gun salute. We camped out, ate,
and had a lot of fun. Southeastern Ohio is
such a beautiful place, and I enjoy returning
to the area around my grandfather’s farm.
After the rest of the family went home
from Somerset, Ohio, I camped one more night before heading to
Athens, about 45 minutes down the road. There, on Armitage Road,
along the bike trail sits Good Earth Farm with acres of planted
ground, cows, chickens and goats. The farm has some help from
the Diocese of Southern Ohio, and I thought I would have a better
look. So I drove up and invited myself to pull weeds and serve in
the community.
On Tuesday, the 5:30 p.m. call to service was like old-home
week with Chris Koonz (the substitute organist at my parish), the
Rev. Karl Ruttan, (a retired priest from Columbus), one of the sisters from the Community of the Transfiguration, an intern from the
Cincinnati Homeless coalition and several Ohio University students.
We broke bread, shared in the Gospel, and had a great evening of
fellowship. Everyone headed home, and I took the bunkhouse. At
6:30 a.m., we said Morning Prayer and then worked together until
about noon. After lunch, we rested until 2 p.m. and then were back
to work on the farm until 6:30 p.m. We shared another evening meal
and fellowship, then cleaned up and called it a day. The next day
was the same thing, with different chores, tilling rows, weeding,
hoeing, seeding, harvesting, and feeding animals (and that is just in
the morning).
The ability to pray while you work really struck a chord in
me. Being outside with your senses on high alert (farm smells are
sometimes good, other times, not so good!) was very spiritual. The
well was really half full. It seems nothing could be half empty while
working hard. Life on the farm follows the Benedictine rule of life:
Gospel poverty produces a lot of joy.
The permanent residents of the farm are Paul Clever, his wife
Sarah, their 3-month-old daughter, Ruth, volunteer farmer Kelly
Lattimore and the Rev. Tom Fehr. They all live together in a 150year-old farmhouse. There are two interns scheduled to occupy the
bunkhouse this year who will provide additional labor.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has blessed a space for their chapel. Services are held each Tuesday night. On Wednesdays, Good
Shepherd, Athens, provides a lunch for students who come and work
the farm as well as for the poor who come to the farm for produce.
Are you interested in joining me for a couple of three-day/twonight work trips? They could really use some help during the harvest.
We would probably tent camp, but for those who don’t like roughing
it, there are clean motels about two miles away from the farm.
I really believe this farm is a living example of what we talk
about when we discuss the emerging church: It is lay-led and makes
everyone feel welcome as a part of the Lord’s community.
Bob McGonagle serves as sexton at Church of the Redeemer and has
participated in numerous mission trips. If you would like to go out and
see the wonderful things happening at Good Earth Farm, please contact Bob McGonagle at outofself@hotmail.com. For more information,
visit commonfriars.wordpress.com/good-earth-farm.

		

22

Mission

Disaster relief: Neighbors in need
By Laura Gentner
Interchange contributor

Most people think that disaster is something that happens
to other people in other parts of the country or world. That
illusion was shattered for many when a fast-moving line of
storms swept across Ohio on June 29, with 80 mile-per-hour
winds creating widespread damage. Almost 1 million homes
and businesses were left without power, some for nearly
two weeks. The addition of extreme heat and humidity
compounded the difficulties. The storm and subsequent heat
killed five people across southern Ohio.
The Episcopal Church responds to disasters through
immediate pastoral care, longer-term rebuilding efforts,
and the gifts of prayer and financial support. In an effort to
be able to respond more effectively when disaster hits, the
Diocese of Southern Ohio has begun a relationship with the
Lutheran Disaster Response of Ohio. After the June storm,
the Lutheran Disaster Response of Ohio sprang into action.
Volunteers, including groups from St. Anne, West Chester,
and Trinity, Troy, gathered to help remove debris, operate
generators at food pantries, deliver water and ice, and inform
residents about operating cooling centers. The organization
also coordinated a truck to deliver 40,000 pounds of food
from out-of-state to help restock Ohio food pantries.
Mary Woodward is the disaster coordinator for the
Lutheran Church and for the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
She also works with Ohio Voluntary Organizations Active
in Disaster, a collaboration of 41 faith-based and non-governmental agencies who respond during times of disaster.

sured or underinsured. Not only do these families need places to stay, but they also need
You can
bedding and household items. In addition to
help: Attend
coordinating the immediate relief efforts,
Disaster preparedWoodward also serves as a case manager
ness training on Sept.
for families in need of long-term recov6 at Calvary Lutheran
ery. This long-term assistance, Woodward
Church, Chillicothe,
says, is often forgotten once the clean-up
8:30 a.m.
is done. Serving as a case manager also
enables Woodward to ensure that funds are
used for the purpose for which they were given
and allocated where they are truly needed.
As part of the new relationship with Lutheran Disaster
Response, the Diocese of Southern Ohio hopes in 2012 to
train at least one person in every congregation to serve as
volunteers for disaster response. The organization offers
two levels of training for people in congregations and
faith-based organizations. On July 21, seven deacons from
Southern Ohio gathered at the Procter Center to participate
in the Level One training conducted by Woodward. Level
Volunteers help with clean-up efforts
One is an overview of disaster response and helps particiThis organization works to prevent duplication of services pants identify their areas of strength. Level Two is a more
and through collaboration extends the resources available to focused training, including modules on case, volunteer,
meet more needs. As disaster coordinator, Woodward is the and donations management, spiritual care, and family and
point person for matching volunteers to needs. She reminds congregational preparedness. Level One is a prerequisite for
potential volunteers that chainsaw skills and manual labor Level Two. If you would like to volunteer, attend a training
session or donate supplies, please contact Mary Woodward at
are not necessary to be an effective volunteer.
“Everyone can help,” Woodward says. “There is some- mwoodward_1@msn.com or 740.732.6700. To support this
work in Southern Ohio financially, please send a check made
thing for every ability.”
Much of the relief efforts target families who are unin- out to DSO/LSS to 810 Main Street, Caldwell, OH 43724.

UTO awards grant to make Clintonville a Garden of Eat’n
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
Just before General Convention, Jean Hoitsma received
the news she had been praying for almost a year: the United
Thank Offering approved a grant of $20,837 to bring the
kitchen of St. James, Clintonville, up to code.
This grant will equip the parish to fulfill its calling
to foster community, health and nutrition in this diverse
Columbus neighborhood of middle-class and low-income,
lifelong Americans and new immigrants, and many religious backgrounds.
The nearby non-profit Clintonville Resource Center
(CRC) had asked St. James to join its rotation of churches
offering free community meals. St. James has been helping
to prepare and serve free Sunday meals and started raising fresh produce for the center in the Garden of Eat’n the
parish planted last summer. The resource center distributes
free food in bulk from the Mid-Ohio Foodbank, but an
increasing number of urban residents have never had the
chance to learn to cook from scratch.
Hoitsma realized this would be a wonderful opportunity
for St. James to offer its space and talents. The church
kitchen is huge, with space for 10-15 people to work simultaneously, an industrial range, an array of deep stainless
steel sinks, a restaurant dishwasher, and a spacious parish
hall where 80 guests can comfortably enjoy a sit-down

meal. The parish includes excellent cooks, expert gardeners, social workers and people who love to teach.
Hoitsma’s vision is to offer a free cooking class before
the free community dinners. She envisions offering homework help for children and a chance for low-income neighbors to discover the deliciousness and uses of unfamiliar
vegetables and start to adopt a diet that could protect them
from this country’s epidemic of fast food, diabetes, and
hypertension. She’s looking forward to neighbors mastering how to make the most of their food budget, by cooking
nutritious meals to be used later in their hectic week, and
helping parishioners prepare and freeze casseroles for shutins.
The only obstacle was to bring the kitchen up to code.
Initially believing that the major need was to update the
wiring and add a garbage disposal, the vestry and Episcopal
Church Women committed as much money as they could
and sent a grant request to ECSF for the rest – $13,555.
Capital improvements are way beyond the scope of the
small diocesan non-profit, which provides operating grants
typically $2-$5,000 – for community ministry.
But the Rev. Fred Shirley of ECSF’s grants committee
still made a site visit to St. James. Once there, he realized
that St. James’ kitchen faced an even more costly barrier:
what about the fire suppression system? Checking with
local officials, the parish discovered that to be able to
legally use its oven and stove, St. James would have to raise

more than $20,000 to purchase equipment to meet new,
stringent fire safety standards.
St. James’ potential to equip Clintonville’s low-income
residents for better nutrition and health was so exciting that
ECSF’s Ariel Miller set to work to find a different source
of funding and recommended the United Thank Offering,
an international granting ministry of the Episcopal Church
Women. The UTO frequently makes capital grants to
enable a church to better respond to human need in its community. Each diocese may submit one request a year to the
UTO, with the approval of the diocesan bishop.
Throughout the Christmas holidays, Hoitsma labored
over a grant proposal to the UTO and teamed up with
Miller, diocesan UTO coordinator Milicent Eason and the
Rev. Canon Anne Reed, the diocese’s canon for mission, to
assemble the necessary documentation. Bishop Thomas E.
Breidenthal added his approval, and then everyone waited,
and prayed.
The UTO’s approval in late June of the full amount
brought enormous joy to Clintonville and the diocesan mission team. What could be more fitting than a project which
was launched with the aid of the Episcopal Church Women
of St. James being reinforced by the thankful prayers and
donations of Episcopal Church Women across the world?
If you put coins in a UTO blue box last year, plan to visit
St. James after the kitchen is done and see the Garden of
Eat’n that you’ve helped to enlarge in Clintonville.
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Delaware garden delivers – despite drought and deer
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
St. Peter’s, Delaware, is succeeding in serving fresh, locally raised food to families in need despite obstacles, including
the worst U.S. drought in decades and starving deer.
The secret? Know-how and resourceful improvisation.
The parish’s new pRaise garden is bearing fruit by
providing nutritious, free meals, thanks to the scientific
knowledge and community connections of parishioners
Christine and Henry Zerby. Their goal is to replace the
cheap, starchy foods available from cash-strapped hunger
programs with high-quality protein and produce. The
pRaise gardeners want to equip low-income neighbors
to prevent the skyrocketing rates of diabetes and other
diseases that cause more and more disability and unemployment.
With the continuing recession driving unprecedented
numbers to free meals in this small county seat, attendance at
St. Peter’s end-of-the-month dinner swelled to 200-a-month
last year, and families come to the parish almost every day
with pleas for food.
Drawing on her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in nutrition and food science, Christine Zerby teamed up with
fellow parishioners last summer to start growing fruits and
vegetables for the church’s free dinner, as well as for meals
for the homeless guests that the parish helps shelter through
Delaware’s ecumenical Family Promise program.
The Zerbys live on a farm, and Christine has been raising produce and selling it at the Delaware Farmer’s Market
for several years. Last year a community friend offered free
use of a large sunny plot about 10 miles north of the parish,
and St. Peter’s volunteers started the pRaise Garden. Henry
Zerbe runs the meat lab at Ohio State University, where students learn the art and technology of meat processing. He is
able to arrange for donations of frozen ground beef several
times a year.
St. Peter’s applied for and won a grant from ECSF this
year to help purchase supplies to make the garden productive
and to save labor in this volunteer-staffed ministry. “Weed
mats and fertilizer have really helped,” Christine Zerby
reports. She’s able to manage the garden with as few as two

The Rev. Charles Wilson and Jim
Zobaggy grill veggie kabobs at
St. Peter’s Community Dinner.
Inset: Garden-fresh garnishes
from St. Peter’s.
volunteers a week.
The pRaise garden faced
plenty of challenges from the
outset. Low-income families are less
and less familiar with fresh produce and rely increasingly
on lower-cost fast-food restaurants or processed foods.
How would they respond to squash instead of French
fries?
Christine drew on her gardening experience to overcome
another challenge: choosing fruits and vegetables that can
be preserved so that nothing goes to waste before it could
be served at the parish’s free meal, which happens just once
a month.

Taking a long shot
“Merciful God, you know what it feels like to work
hard for a long shot. You chose Moses, a runaway
murderer and a speech-impaired shepherd, to lead your
people. I’m on my knees here, just like Moses, with no
signs of greatness, and with more going against me than
for me. I’m not asking to win this grant God, just for
a little glue to hold it all together, a little patience, and
some good words.”
That was my prayer last year when I applied for a grant
from the Episcopal Community Services Foundation
that would help people living in poverty find a way out.
Prayer was needed because we didn’t have any of the
things necessary for the program: a teacher, a location,
or even a plan for the next step if we were fortunate
enough to receive the money.
Although I knew Madisonville Education and
Assistance Center (MEAC) did a superb job helping
needy families, the grant I was applying for covered
much of the cost of a program called Bridges Out of

Poverty. The program teaches folks skills and how to
move toward a more stable way of life.
We received the grant. With God’s help and prayer
we also found a superb teacher and space and identified
families to be students in the first year of the program.
Eight families graduated this summer from the first
phase of the Bridges Out of Poverty program. All
of them want to move on to the second phase of the
program, 18 months of working closely with a mentor.
Mentors are people much like those in our parishes,
who have had success dealing with their own struggles
in life, and are willing to volunteer their time and effort
to help others.
So I’m on my knees again, asking for prayers and
assistance, so we can effectively change more lives for
the better.
The Rev. Jackie Williams is a deacon who serves at the altar at
St. Anne’s, West Chester. Contact her at jackiewilliams@fuse.net.

“You can shred zucchini, cube other kinds of squash, and
freeze it,” Christine points out. She’s also been able to freeze
berries from her own garden. Over a dozen parishioners
turned out for an extension service class on food safety. The
youth group has been baking zucchini bread, and parishioners have pitched in to can gallons of tomatoes and quarts
and quarts of pickles. Their energy and resourcefulness
delights St. Peter’s rector, the Rev. Charles Wilson, who
relishes being able to hand nutritious, canned or frozen food
to families in need.
But this summer, drought and heat hit like Biblical
plagues, leaving Midwest crops parched and stunted.
“The squash is barely surviving, and raccoons and deer
have been eating the corn – probably because they can’t find
other forage and are starving,” Christine reports. But “the
celery and onions are doing well. The tomato plants are 5-6feet high, and we are canning tomatoes like you wouldn’t
believe.”
By late July, St. Peter’s put up its yard sign inviting the
community to dinner on the last Friday of the month.
“About 55 people came even though we didn’t advertise
in the paper,” Christine says.
St. Peter’s served hot dogs plus hamburgers made
from the donated beef from Ohio State. From the
pRaise garden came white onions and tomatoes to
garnish the burgers, onions, cherry tomatoes, and
green peppers for vegetable kabobs, cabbage and
carrots for cole slaw, and rhubarb for the strawberryrhubarb crisp.
With some trepidation, parishioners served baked
summer squash with pesto – and watched it disappear,
after a few wary questions.
“We thought only the vegetarians would want the vegetable kebabs, but we ran out!” Christine reports, laughing.
“One of our guests said, ‘Wow. This is like eating at a restaurant!’”
On the menu for August: green peppers stuffed with
ground beef.
This article is part of ECSF’s ongoing reporting on the
successes achieved by grantees in alleviating poverty
and fostering health and self-sufficiency.

In thanksgiving
Six years ago, a group from
Christ Church Cathedral led by
Mark Sackett began a modest
ministry by providing a weekly
dinner for about 20 residents
of the Anna Louise Inn. Today
the cathedral provides nearly
200 meals a week to downtown
Cincinnati residents, including
those who have no home. The
ministry of the 5000 Club has
expanded to include a part-time
social worker from the Freestore/
Foodbank and a weekly prayer
service. Earlier this summer,
Sackett stepped down from this
ministry, and the Tuesday night
congregation, both diners and volunteers, honored his contributions. Above,
the Rev. Canon Joanna Leiserson thanks Sackett for his dedication.
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On their bikes
Bike rides offer opportunities for mission
Stories by Ariel Miller

C

louds cleared, the horrible heat gave way to merry breezes, and Episcopalians from all over the state
turned out with joy Aug. 17-18 for ECSF’s BikeFest to bring hope and help to neighbors in need.
Grandpas and Girl Scouts, tutors and trustees, pastors and even a preschooler: more than 175 people
representing 24 churches (a third of the diocese!) plus many grantees and good-hearted friends and neighbors
put their gifts in gear for three joyous bike pilgrimages taking place simultaneously. Each one offered the
chance to learn about effective community ministry.
Tour d’Ohio: Led by the Rev. Steve Smith and Chris Tokarz, eight brave
distance riders set off from Procter on the morning of Aug. 17. With a punishing three-mile hill at the end from Fairfax to Hyde Park, they spent the night
at Redeemer, Cincinnati, grateful for the showers, well-stocked kitchen and
cots the parish uses to shelter homeless families several weeks a year through
Interfaith Hospitality Network.

Columbus: As the tour riders began their trip back
to Procter, ECSF trustee Dan Fulton embarked from St.
Alban’s with more than 30 people on a day-long tour of
urban ministries throughout Columbus. On the itinerary:
food, nutrition, affordable transportation, improving exoffenders’ chances at getting a legitimate job, teaching
English to immigrants, and a concluding dinner and raffle
at St. Albans.

Grace for Devil’s Disciples
On the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend,
thousands of Harley-Davidson riders congregate
on the public landing in Pomeroy for the start of a
holiday ride. Black leather and gleaming chrome
fill the streets.
When the ride starts, “you can’t hardly hear in
church for the noise of those engines!” said Don
Shaffer, senior warden of Grace Church, which
overlooks the public landing.
So, he reasoned, why not make this an opportunity to share Good News and make the bikers part
of it? “I used to be a biker and used to hang out
and drink with some of these Harley riders,” he
admitted with a laugh. Shaffer saw a great opportunity to get the bikers on board with aiding the
children whose families can’t afford new clothes
in impoverished Meigs County. Grace organizes
an annual give-away of gift cards for shoes and
clothes – Undy Sunday and Soles for Souls.

He called the ride organizers to see if they
would like to have their bikes blessed by Grace’s
new priest, the Rev. Tom Fehr. The ride organizers
said it would be fine.
So Fehr stood on the church steps overlooking
the river and blessed all the bikers as they rode by
in procession - all 2,307 of them.
“What surprised me is how many of them
crossed themselves, made a thumbs-up or nodded
at him as Fr. Tom blessed them!” said Shaffer.
After the early service, Shaffer and other Grace
members sold raffle tickets on the waterfront for
prizes they thought the bikers would like, like a
heater for a patio. They wore their new lime- green
T-shirts that say Grace Episcopal Church on the
pocket and Grace Episcopal Outreach Team on
the back. The raffle proceeds support the church’s
ministries, including the Soles for Souls/Undy
Sunday clothes giveaway.

Cincinnati: Meanwhile, ECSF trustee
Tom Cavill headed to the woods of the
Little Miami Bike Trail equipped with
first aid gear, cold drinks, and story
cards for riders to discover the impact of
local ministries in providing food, shelter,
restoring families in crisis, and equipping
them to emerge from poverty.
St. Thomas pulled out all the stops
for a glorious summer cookout, with
live music by the beloved rock band
of parishioner Jamie Flerlage’s band
Robinson Circus.
Although donations still are coming
in, the event appears to have raised more
than $10,000. Equally important will be
the impact of an unprecented chance for
cross-fertilization.
Check out more pictures and posts on
the Facebook page: ECSF in Southern
Ohio.

