Convention

Ministry

Celebration

Yo - Check this out

News, pictures from
Dayton

ECSF launches challenge drive,
offers Christmas gift ideas

Newest members inducted into
Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna

Hip hop mass comes
to Southern Ohio

Pages 2-3, 9-11

Pages 4-5

Page 16

Page 20

INTERCHANGE

December 2007
Volume XXXV, No. 11
www.episcopal-dso.org

news from the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio

Convention
listens, responds
to the Spirit
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
In his first convention, Bishop Thomas
E. Breidenthal invited the delegates of
Southern Ohio to “Listen to what the Spirit
is saying to the Churches.” The agenda and
structure of the 133rd Convention differed
considerably from past gatherings, with the
intention of giving delegates the space and
time to listen and engage in the spirit of
discernment.
Convention opened on Nov. 9 in Dayton
with a period of silence – a time for the
nearly 500 delegates to center themselves
on the work and mission of the church.
Taize chants connected the silence to the
business session.
After balloting and some perfunctory
business, convention broke into small-

group Bible studies, with delegates weighing the words from Ephesians 4: 1-16. The
scripture talks about speaking the truth in
love so that we may “grow up in every way
into him who is the head, into Christ.”
The convention was the first diocesan-wide gathering since the consecration on April 28 of the Rt. Rev. Thomas
E. Breidenthal as Southern Ohio’s ninth
bishop. He was elected in November
2006 during the 132nd Convention held
in Portsmouth. Throughout the past year,
Bishop Breidenthal has invited the diocese
into a time of discernment. He met with
each deanery for listening sessions – times
for the people to dream and imagine the
future of the church in Southern Ohio and
to talk about what was working – and what
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St. James welcomes Muslim friends
BY THE REV. LYNN CARTER-EDMANDS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
“Why do you do this?”
Recently that question was asked of me
by two visitors to our parish. The visitors were part of a group of Muslims from
CAIR-Ohio who joined us for an Iftar during Islam’s holy month of Ramadan. This
is the third year St. James, Clintonville, has
hosted an Iftar, the celebration feast or dinner
when Muslims break their all-day fast during Ramadan. This year, we invited our new
bishop, Thomas Breidenthal, and his wife,
Margaret, to join us. There were a total of
70 or so folks, half of them from the Muslim

community. It’s growing each year.
At sundown, our neighbors gathered
upstairs in our fellowship room where
Sunday coffee hours follow celebrations of
the Holy Eucharist as a matter of course. But
this evening, the room was transformed into
a place of prayer for the ritual that precedes
the breaking of the daily fast, one of 30 in
that holy month. We stood with them as they
prayed and then followed them downstairs
where figs were eaten and water quenched
their day-long thirst. The buffet table was
spread with the gifts of hospitality — ethnic
dishes as well as basic meat and potatoes
(some of us had our culinary limitations!).
All of it was enjoyed — first by those who

were the hungriest. After all, they were the
ones who had spent the day fasting in order
to consider something other than themselves. Once again, it was a wonderful lesson to observe — the faithfulness to God and
the acts of discipline and devotion to a larger
understanding of purpose and fulfillment.
We have so much to learn from one another.
Responding to the question posed to me
that evening, “Why do you do this?” the first
words out of my mouth were, “Why not?”
And perhaps that says it all. We do “this”
because it’s what we do as a community of
faith. We don’t second guess it, we don’t
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Go, be the salt of the earth
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal preached this
sermon on Nov. 10, the Feast of St. Leo the Great, at the
Eucharist during the 133rd Convention of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. The text was Matthew 5:13-19.
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus calls his disciples “the
salt of the earth.” What does he mean by this? It’s clear
that he means something very good, because he goes on
to say, “You are the light of the world.”
We can be in no doubt about what Jesus means when
he compares us to light. For Matthew, Jesus is the light
that shows us our way when we are lost. He describes
the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry in Galilee with
this quotation from Isaiah: “The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the
region and shadow of death light has dawned (Matthew
4:16).”
So when Jesus calls his students the light of the
world, he means that they and we are called and
charged to be people who show the way, that is, to be
people who are so deeply shaped by the law of God
–which is the law of love – that everything we do and
say bears witness to it.
This is a hard calling. Let’s not forget what Jesus
goes on to say in the passage we just heard: “Do not
think I have come to abolish the law. I have come to
bring it to its perfection.” In other words, not only is
murder prohibited, so is nursing a grudge. Not only
is adultery prohibited, but so is fantasizing about it.
Being a light to the world means striving to live up to
this standard, with the understanding that we will fall
short of it. And even when we do fall short of it, our
call is to bear witness to Christ, who did not fall short,
and who carries the burden of our failure and brings us
safely home.
But let’s get back to the original question. Where does
being the salt of the earth fit into this rather challenging
picture? Here’s what I think. Jesus mentions salt before
he mentions light, because whatever he means by salt, it’s
easier to deal with than being a light to the world. Like
a good teacher, he starts with the basics and holds off on
the advanced work.
Being salt means living out the basis of the Christian
life. Basic Christianity is not about rules or moral heroism. That comes later, and is secondary, just as being a
light to the world comes later and is secondary.
So what are the basics of the Christian life? What starts
us on our way? You know the answer, or you wouldn’t
bother being here this morning. We are here because we
have been swept away at some point by the notion that
God loves us no matter what, that God came among us
in Jesus Christ, that Jesus died and rose again for us,
and therefore all good things are possible – indeed, love
already has the victory.
Is this not, first and foremost, what we have to offer to
the world? If we have been touched by the Good News
of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, we have a great gift
to share. This gift is the conviction that life is ultimately
about forgiveness, about resurrection, about an eternity
of life shared with countless others.
This, I think, is what it means to be salt for the earth.
Jesus gives our lives a richer flavor, a sharper taste, a
greater range of enjoyment. Jesus gives our lives a richer
flavor, because his resurrection emboldens us to risk a
deeper engagement with the world around us, knowing
that nothing we encounter in the world – even death
itself – can tear us away from God’s love. Jesus gives
our lives a sharper taste, because when we experience

Bishop Breidenthal celebrates the Eucharist during convention. Photo by Julie Murray

Jesus’ unqualified acceptance, we notice more readily
the opportunities we are given to choose love rather than
indifference. Jesus opens our lives to a greater range of
enjoyment, because when we observe the company Jesus
keeps, we discover that there are a lot more people with
whom we can have a good time with than we might have
thought beforehand.
All of which is to say, the Gospel pitches our lives to
a new key. This is precisely what the world is hungering
for. By “world,” I mean the offices where we work, the
schools where we study and teach, the homes where we
live and struggle to live faithful lives. The world hungers
for our renewed hope, for an imagination awakened by
the Gospel, for our readiness to try to new things, for our
openness to the stranger and the strange. We are the salt
of the earth when we bring our own fresh experience of
Jesus Christ into all the places where we live and work.
But what happens when our experience of Jesus fades,
when our life in him loses its immediacy, when being a
Christian no longer seems salty or palatable? What happens when the salt loses its savor?
Jesus is pretty clear in today’s passage that we need to
work against this eventuality. We are worthless to him if
we have lost our connection to his death and resurrection, and therefore have lost our edge, our sharpness, our
joyful and risky interactivity with him and with all those
whom he places in our way.
Sisters and brothers, we are all at risk of being salt that
has lost its flavor. The antidote is to dive energetically
into the means God has given us to connect and reconnect with Jesus. These means include the serious study of
Scripture, regular Sunday worship with the congregation
and time set aside each day for prayer.
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“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt
has become tasteless, how can it be made
salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled
under foot by men.
You are the light of the world. A city set on a
hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on
the lamp stand, and it gives light to all who
are in the house. Let your light shine before
men in such a way that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father who is in
heaven.
Do not think that I came to abolish the Law
or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish
but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest
letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until
all is accomplished. Whoever then annuls
one of the least of these commandments,
and teaches others to do the same, shall be
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but
whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
– Matthew 5:13-19

This is not the sum total of what I mean by formation, but it is the bedrock. Diving deeper into Scripture,
approaching Sunday morning as the risky threshold
experience that it is, keeping a daily discipline of prayer:
all these bring us back again and again to the place where
we first encountered Christ. They hold our feet to the
fire and make us take the next step as followers of Jesus,
whatever that next step may be.
Without such constant renewal and growth, there can
be no effective mission. We have to be salted over and
over again, dredged in the salt of Christ, brought back
into contact with the place where we felt the love of
Christ, so that whatever we do in the name of Christ is an
invitation to adventure, experiment, and joy.
Ultimately we are called as Christians to be a light to
the world, which means trying to conform our individual
and collective life to the full measure of the law of love.
This is what mission is all about: going outside of ourselves in ways that may completely change us, just as
light goes out from its center with no thought of how far
it is going to travel.
We are not all ready to throw ourselves into the
unknown in this way. But we are called here and now
to be salt for the world, that is, to share by word and
demeanor the hope we have because of Christ. It does
not matter how weak or strong that hope may be. To care
whether there is a God at all is salt for a society seeking
ways to engage the Gospel.
May God bless us with constant re-engagements with
his love for us, and make us salt for the earth.

Contact Bishop Breidenthal at
bishop_breidenthal@episcopal-dso.org.
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Convention: Two moments of grace
Moments of grace come at the most
unexpected times. For me, two such
moments occurred at our recent Diocesan
Convention.
For those of us who help to organize conventions, there is always a sense of apprehension. For Bishop Breidenthal, it was
about how he would be as the presiding officer for his first convention. For Canon Zust
and Richelle Thompson, Paul St. Germain
and the tech team, it was about how the
communications pieces would come together. For Kay Sturm, Jane Dupke Curry, Steve
Cuff and Joe Hubbard, it was about how
smooth the registration and voting would
go. For Mike Kreutzer, Randy Young and
Kendall Rubino and the host of people from
the Dayton Deanery, it was about the site
arrangements and food service. For me, it
was, as always, about how we would be able
to do justice to everything on the agenda
in the allotted time. And so we could go
on. And yet, as is almost always the case,
everything went off without a hitch. Bishop
Breidenthal was a masterful presider, and
even when he flubbed up, he was able to
make light of it and keep the convention
moving smoothly. And for me, when we finished an hour early, I was a happy camper.
But in spite of all that, most outstanding
for me were some powerful moments of
grace. One such moment occurred during
the Eucharist when I looked out at those
front four rows of vested clergy, followed by
a whole host of rows of faithful laypeople
numbering more than 500 and realized how
blessed we are in this diocese. I am not a fan
of services in convention halls, but at that
moment, the hall faded away and the faces
of the people brought a peace and sense of
awe. Now into my 14th year, I am able to
recall names and personal shared moments
with virtually all the clergy and a high
percentage of the laity. I am aware that the
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whole spectrum of
political, theological and social spectrum was spanned
in that gathering.
The congregations
represented ranged
from those with a
dozen faithful souls
on a Sunday morning to ones with
more than 500. Our
differences were
more evident when
we got to the debate
over resolutions, but for that moment, we
were all the body of Christ. That is the kind
of reconciling power Jesus Christ has.
The next moment of grace for me came
when we went into those 11 breakout sessions. There, we were encouraged to speak
of our passions as Christians: members of
congregations, a diocese and the larger body
of Christ. Realizing we are being formed,
we reflected how, through greater transparency, leadership and connectivity, we
nurture one another. My group was lively
and practically every single person had
something to contribute.
Now I will admit that the timekeeper in
me thought Bishop Breidenthal was out of
his head when he suggested taking time in
the middle of a packed convention agenda
for these groups. But I embraced the idea
and was willing to give it a try. By lunch
time, that hour and a half had become for
me another moment of grace. One of the
members of our group stood up and said
that she had been coming to convention
for years but had never opened her mouth
except to talk with close companions. Yet in
the breakout group, she was able to speak
her mind and hear from others in a powerful
new way. It was a moment of grace.
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the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact him
at bishopken@aol.com.

Pilgrims
and Indians
It was Plymouth Rock, 1621 all over
again when kindergarteners at Bethany
School celebrated Thanksgiving. Half
the children dressed as pilgrims and
half dressed as Native Americans, and
they sat down together and enjoyed
such things as turkey, popcorn, cheese,
fry bread and apples. Shown here from
left are Bobby McAlpine and Rae Lynn
Pez sharing the feast. Kindergarten teachers are Carolyn Lanenga and Kathy Poto.
Photo by Melinda Boyd
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This is not to say there were no moments
of tension. Debate and voting yield winners and losers. We elected some excellent
people, and yet some equally excellent folks
were not elected. We debated resolutions,
and some supported the outcome of the vote
while others felt isolated and let down. Such
is the life of a Convention. Such is the stuff
of life in general.
My prayer is that in spite of this, there are
others who can join me in claiming from
this Convention some moments of grace.
Your moments might be different from my
moments. But when we put them together,
we can be a more whole Body of Christ.
To those of you who were in Dayton and
participated fully in this Convention, I say
thank you for your faithfulness. To Bishop
Breidenthal, I say thank you for the courage
in showing us a new way to come together.
To those of you who were not with us, I
thank you for your prayer support. I realize
a secondhand account cannot capture an
event adequately, but I hope my reflections
have helped you taste a bit of what went on
at this Convention.
As you read this Interchange, you and
your congregation will be moving into the
season of Advent. Advent is designed as a
time to let moments of grace emerge amidst
the busyness of getting ready for Christmas.
I am gratified by all the services of Lessons
and Carols. If this is not a practice of your
congregation, seek it out in a nearby church.
Listen to the advent carols and lessons of
the next few weeks. And above all, look
for moments of grace. And then, washed
by that grace, allow the joy and majesty of
Christmas to come exploding into your life.
God’s blessings to you all.
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Clergy pledge $20k to match lay gifts to ECSF
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
More than 30 priests and deacons
have joined Bishop Tom and Margaret
Breidenthal and Bishop Ken and Mariann
Price in a collective pledge to match
$20,000 in gifts made by laypeople
to the Episcopal Community Services
Foundation by the end of the year. All the
funds will be used for grants to congregations for community ministry in 2008.
“Let’s pool our resources for evangelism!” said Amy Hill, who with her husband, the Rev. Canon George Hill, rector
of St. Barnabas, Montgomery, was one of
the first clergy couples to pledge. “This is
from grassroots to grassroots. Even if it’s
not practical for you to go from Cincinnati
to Marietta to serve, your giving enables
you to be represented by ministry in other
parts of the diocese.”
ECSF has received 48 grant requests
addressing all kinds of human need in
Southern Ohio, from homelessness to
the academic struggles of impoverished
children. The total requested is more than
$146,000, but the typical request is only
$2-3,000. Most of the projects use money
from funds and other in-kind support
raised locally by congregations. ECSF
grant funds are used for anything from
buying discount food at food banks to Clergy and lay donations to ECSF will aid many ministries building the skills, confidence
help covering salaries of staff who coordi- and self-esteem of children in impoverished and violent neighborhoods. Here, a young
nate the services of scores of volunteers. musician at St. Margaret’s summer multicultural camp in Trotwood, near Dayton.
“ECSF is a wonderful equalizer, connecting the parts of the Body of Christ,” nization, ECSF’s grants budget comes Ohio cluster. Several generous pledges
Hill said. “If you don’t have the 25¢ a from freewill donations by individuals come from deacons, who serve the church
day, you can’t buy the food. If you don’t and churches. The 33 clergy who have without pay.
Seventy-one congregations – 86% of
have the people on the scene, you can’t jointly pledged represent a true cross-secdistribute it. It’s an opportunity to unite tion of the diocese, from large endowed the churches in the diocese – have already
parishes like Christ Church Cathedral to sent or pledged support to ECSF to supthe diocese in its local witness.”
As an independent charitable orga- small missions such as the East Central port current year grants for each other’s

ministry. “It’s a great way to incarnate
the Gospel, and we are glad to do it,” said
the Rev. Tim West, pledging support from
Our Saviour, Mechanicsburg.
The challenge drive took shape in late
September, when lay trustees and staff of
the ECSF board made a collective pledge
to match up to $5,500 given by clergy
before convention. The Rev. David Halt,
ESCF Board President, wrote a letter to
all clergy who had not yet given in 2007
and got a swift and generous response.
“There’s a lot in the Church today that I
am uncomfortable with, but this is something I support wholeheartedly!” said the
Rev. Bill Pursley of St. John’s, Lancaster.
He’s also aiding the cause as a new member of ECSF’s grants committee, crisscrossing the Appalachian region of the
diocese on visits to applicant churches.
The totals for the two challenges were
publicized at Diocesan Convention, surprising and delighting delegates who
are committed to overcoming poverty.
Diocesan Trustee Marilyn Sesler, a longtime leader in programs for children at
risk, beamed when she heard about the
$20,000 clergy challenge to the laity, and
added briskly, “Well, now it’s up to the
laypeople to do even better!”
The challenging clergy were gleeful to
have raised $20,000 in a very short time to
support vital local ministries. “We’re parting with something precious, for something that is important,” said Amy Hill
with a smile.
It is easy to add your support to either
the lay or clergy column! Watch your
mailbox for the arrival of a colorful piece
of mail decorated with ECSF’s Miracle
Fish at the start of Advent. You can also
give online by going to ECSF’s secure
webiste at www.ECSFSouthernOhio.org.

ECSF unveils new Gifts of the Spirit
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
With fun fine tuning suggested by ECSF donors
who love having their Christmas gifts celebrate Jesus,
ECSF’s 2007 Gifts of the Spirit are now ready to
order by mail or online at www.ECSFSouthernOhio.
org.
Instead of having to shop for some material object, you
can make a tax-deductible donation to ECSF and choose
any of five gifts in someone’s honor. All gift cards come
with a recent success story from an Episcopal church
which uses an ECSF grant to serve people in need in
Southern Ohio. You can have gift cards and vignettes
sent to you, or specify that they be mailed directly to
people on your list.
All proceeds will be used in the new year for grants to
Episcopal congregations responding to human needs in
Southern Ohio. Early orders will do twice as much good
thanks to the pledge made by the bishops and several
fellow clergy to match the first $20,000 contributed by
laypeople after Diocesan Convention.

There are five gifts this year:
• Flourishing Children ($10 for a month’s after-school
care and enrichment)
• Food ($25 feeds a family of three for two weeks)
• Health ($50 provides a prescription for someone
with no insurance)
• Housing ($100 prevents eviction or utility cut-off)
• Bridge to a Living Wage ($150 for a set of high
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school GED workbooks).
ECSF’s Gift of the Spirit alternative giving was
spearheaded by Anna Duke Reach of St. Stephen’s,
Columbus, who designed the whimsical Miracle Fish
logo. Betty Heathcote of St. Mary’s, Hillsboro writes
messages in her beautiful script on cards that donors
ask to be mailed directly to recipients. Redeemer
members Randol Haffner and Polly Culp offered
great advice on improvements such as adding success stories and different ordering options. Cathy
Theobald, a graphic designer and parishioner at Christ
Church, Glendale, developed the colorful and merry
Advent mass mailing and order form being sent to all
Interchange subscribers, as well as the gift inserts telling the story of the kind of real blessing made possible
by these gifts.
And, last but not least, Bill Curnutte of All Saints,
Portsmouth, designed the new online catalog and order
form for Gifts of the Spirit. Thanks to all these gracious
ECSF supporters, from bishops to webmaster, for laying
the groundwork for a successful Advent appeal to fund
grants for 2008!
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ECSF: Letters from local saints
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
“I’ve gotta share this!” exclaimed the header of an
e-mail from Epiphany, Nelsonville, parishioner Celeste
Parsons, the volunteer treasurer of the Nelsonville Food
Pantry. She was writing to tell the news of a little girl
named Alexis, ”about waist-high on me, with huge eyes
and ponytails,” who had been given $5 to spend and told
her mom she wanted to use it to provide a nutritious meal
for a hungry family. Alexis arrived at the storefront pantry with an armload of macaroni, canned beans, peaches
and vitamin-enriched juice. “I had to control myself
really hard to keep from crying,” Celeste wrote, “but I
told her she had done very well and was part of helping
over 7,000 people so far this year.”
As the staff person for Episcopal Community Services
Foundation, I receive letters from fellow Episcopalians
who are putting your donations to excellent use from
one end of Southern Ohio to the other. They stretch each
ECSF grant by matching it with donated labor, supplies
and local contributions. Like Parsons, who gets everyone
from the Girl Scouts to the Elks on the bandwagon of
ending hunger, they roll up their own sleeves and inspire
others to become part of the solutions to poverty.
Their letters are modern epistles, letters to fellow
Christians about the joys and challenges of discipleship.
James Beerbower sent this story from the Dr. Torrence
medical assistance ministry of Trinity, Troy. “This is unfortunately an all-too-common story about a working person
who encountered medical problems that made it impossible
for her to continue employment; lost employer-provided
insurance and suffered additional medical problems. After
a lifetime of having good credit and paying her bills, she is
not able to stretch her disability income to remain current
with medical bills. She is fortunate to have insurance but
has 80/20 coverage. She had approximately $5,500 of bills
dating back from colon cancer in 2004.”
Her monthly payments totaled $75 – far more than the
woman could now afford. The church negotiated with
creditors to settle for a $1,100 partial payment from its
ECSF-aided fund. This left the woman with a manage-

Left: An ECSF grant to Church of the Advent helps Evie
Foulkes provide crucial advice and support to many mentally ill guests.
Above: The Episcopal Church welcomes all: monthly
Friendship Dinner at St. James, Zanesville.
able monthly payment of $25. “In doing so, Patricia’s
monthly payments were reduced by $50 and her credit
and dignity were restored,” Beerbower concluded.
In these letters, “the Poor” become very real, their stories
haunting and unforgettable. “We just served our July dinner this past Saturday,” wrote Beth Burton from St. James,
Zanesville. “Our menu consisted of meatloaf, sweet potatoes, green beans, coleslaw and dessert. We had so many
volunteers, we had to send four people home and still had
several more helpers than we normally do. As the evening
progressed, we were grateful to have the extra help. We
served 180 meals in about a half hour. People just seemed
to be so hungry – especially the children.
“We have been serving more children lately. There was
one young boy, about seven or eight, who asked for an extra
piece of meatloaf. The server obliged and asked if meatloaf
was a favorite of his. He said, ‘Sure, I like it, but I’m really
hungry. I haven’t eaten anything since lunch yesterday.’ No
school breakfast or lunch during the summer months makes
it very hard for moms and dads to feed their children.”
Some of the most wonderful letters are from people who
find dignity within every guest, no matter how broken. “One
of our workers, Doug, started coming into Open Door and

asking to volunteer,” wrote Evie Foulkes, of Cincinnati’s
Church of the Advent. “He said he felt he could trust our
group, and he wanted to become part of our team to help
others. Doug was shot in Vietnam in the neck and leg. He
lost his hearing in one ear and has suffered from post-traumatic stress for many years. He receives a disability check
and continues to take anger management classes. Doug also
now has custody of his daughter since her mother died.
Open Door hired Doug to work in the mornings and he has
become one of our trusted and reliable workers. God has
blessed Open Door with his presence.”
And this, from the Rev. Lee Anne Reat, watching
affectionately from the doorway of St. John’s in innercity Columbus: “Two days before the end of school
was Field Day at Avondale Elementary, the school with
which St. John’s partners. I received a frantic phone call
from a teacher. Two children needed tennis shoes. One
had only winter, high-top boots, but the other nearly
broke my heart. The boy’s toes were sticking almost an
inch out of the front of his tattered sneakers. Thank God
and ECSF for our Emergency Assistance Fund. We were
able to tie on new sneakers, and I watched while the two
children ran off to join their classes.”

Leadership, education: Bishop Blanchard’s legacy thrives
BY NANCY SULLIVAN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Nearly 40 years ago, some of Cincinnati’s
poorest neighborhoods exploded in anguish
and rage following the assassination of
Martin Luther King Jr.
Under the leadership of Bishop Roger
Blanchard, the Diocese of Southern Ohio
became heavily involved in urban issues
and encouraged laypeople to become active
in seeking solutions to the poverty which
underlay the riots. Responding to this call,
Judy Green, longtime member of the Church
of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn, and veteran political wizard, joined the “Office of
Community Commitment” to help develop
and implement surveys in targeted neighborhoods, including Lower Price Hill. One
strategy, she said, was to interview teachers
and staff at local schools, including Oyler
Elementary, a local middle school and
Western Hills High School.

Green quickly discovered a world far
from her Glendale home: most students
were first-generation city dwellers, their
parents having left the mountains following mine closures and farm failures. Few
urban Appalachian adults had more than
a fifth grade education, and their children
seemed to be following a similar trajectory, with high dropout rates and a range
of social and economic problems.
Many Lower Price Hill residents also
were troubled by the problems faced by
the urban Appalachian youth and eagerly
sought ways to change the dynamic. Jake
Kroger, another member of the Church of
Our Saviour at the time, joined the group
of concerned citizens and helped found the
Lower Price Hill Community School in
1972 to provide GED (General Educational
Development) classes. Because the survey
revealed that many girls were dropping
out because of pregnancy, the community
school soon offered free daycare, enabling
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young parents to finish school.
Nearly 40 years after her initial involvement, Green is now a board member of
the school, in part because the school has
maintained its commitment to the larger
community. She noted that each board
meeting includes reports on Community
Council activities, environmental concerns and neighborhood trends, as well as
school issues. Consequently, the school
has added English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) classes for the many
Spanish-speaking immigrants moving
into the neighborhood; these students now
represent 20% of the school’s enrollment.
However, Green emphasized that the
school has never been just about education
but also about developing community leaders. Jen Walters, JD, the school’s executive
director designate, concurred. Some literacy
programs emphasize getting an education as
a means to getting ahead and into a different
life. Many Lower Price Hill Community

School graduates go on to college, become
professionals in many fields and are clearly
successful in the world’s terms. The goal of
the program, however, is not just to change
the lives of individual students but to have an
impact on the community.
“We want people to get an education
and consider staying in the community and
assuming leadership roles,” said Green.
This commitment to raising up community leaders is evident at one of the twiceyearly school picnics, where black, urban
Appalachian and Hispanic students and
graduates mix with teachers and board
members of many backgrounds and traditions. They are unified in their commitment to their community, something
Bishop Blanchard prayed, exhorted and
worked for many years ago.

Nancy Sullivan is a member of Church of
Our Saviour, Mount Auburn. Contact her
at nsullivan@fuse.net.
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Pilgrimage in song: Christ Church choir travels to England
BY VICKI FOSTER AND BRYAN MOCK
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTORS
We all have dreams and aspirations.
Sometimes we achieve our dreams, and
sometimes we fail, but few of us can
meld the dreams of others with our own
and achieve a reality that far surpasses
them all. Such was the achievement of
Dr. Bryan Mock and the choir of Christ
Church, Glendale.
Mock has been the director of Christ
Church for 24 years and has held fast to
the dream of taking his choir to sing in a
cathedral in England. To do this, he not
only had to convince the English that the
choir was worthy of such an honor, but
also he had to convince the choir as well.
“Six years ago, I set as the goal for the
Adult Choir of Christ Church, Glendale,
to go to a residency in a major cathedral in
Britain. There were many steps involved,
including cultivating contacts overseas,
making a demonstration recording, and, of
course, learning all of the music for eight
choral church services within one week.
It was also important for me that we sing
American music, since much of this great
music of ours is rarely heard overseas.”
In August of 2007, the dreams of the
choir and its director were realized as
they traveled to Wells, in the southwest
of England, to serve as the resident choir
for a week. Most English cathedrals have
paid choirs who recess in the summer. It is
considered an honor, especially for a volunteer choir, to serve in their place. The
Glendale choir, ranging in age from 20 to
74, along with spouses and other church
members, took off from Cincinnati in
August for 10 days of music, exploration
and re-connecting with their Anglican
roots.
The trip was arranged by British tour
guide Peter Baldwin of Charter Travel,
who was able to schedule the Glendale
group on relatively short notice – 18
months. Baldwin notes that this is no
small feat, especially for a first-time choir.

Top: Helene Sedwick from Christ Church, Glendale, explores the roof of Wells Cathedral.
Bottom left: The choir stalls at Wells Cathedral.
Bottom right: Joseph and Eli Mock prepare for rehearsals at Wells Cathedral.
“Wells is premier league, with a very
strong choral tradition. Normally choirs
apply three to four years ahead of time to
sing here.”
While a great deal of time was spent in
rehearsals, preparation and worship, the
group also was treated to some sightseeing
around Somerset and southwest England.
The itinerary included Bath, Glastonbury,
Oxford and Bristol, as well as two days
in London, and even the famous English
rain that fell every day of the trip could
not dampen the choir’s newfound love for

this beautiful country. From the ancient
Roman Baths to the traditional college
atmosphere of Oxford to the spreading
countryside of Somerset County, each
view was like something out of a travel
book. The colors were vivid, the fields
lush and green and the flowers stunning,
especially in comparison to the browns
and grays of this summer’s drought-hardened landscapes in southwest Ohio.
Each member of the group took away
his or her own impressions of the trip
– but all were affected by the experi-

ence. England is a stunning place from
any standpoint, be it visual, historical or
spiritual. The schedule allowed time for
personal journey as well as group sightseeing. Joe Snavely took the opportunity
to visit the Wells Cathedral library. “I’m
really interested in Christian history, and
it’s really interesting for me to see the
library and all of the ancient manuscripts.”
Shauna Lieberman found a deep spiritual
connection with the Church of England.
“This trip has been especially meaningful
because it brings us closer to our faith.
The Archbishop of Canterbury and the
Church of England are in our prayers
every week and coming to England has
given us a greater sense of our identity as
Episcopalians.”
To others, the fact that the choir took
the trip together was important.
“I’ve been many places in the world,
but sharing this experience with the choir
almost defies words,” said Earl Jones.
“It’s unbelievable.”
Barbara Haas looks toward the choir’s
upcoming season. “I think that one of the
best things to come from this trip will be
a better sense of listening to each other
and a better sense of what we can achieve
as a choir.”
The hard work, preparation and expense
of the trip – was it worth it?
“Absolutely,” said Mock. “I knew that
singing as the resident choir in a cathedral in England would be the best thing
for taking this all-volunteer choir to the
next level of performance. It has also
given them a wider view of the Anglican
Communion, and how we are all connected, worldwide.”

Plans are already in the works for the
choir to return to England in 2010, and
the choir is always accepting new choir
members. For more information about
Christ Church Glendale or its music
program, please feel free to contact Dr.
Bryan Mock at 513.771.1544 or check
the web at www.christchurchglendale.org.

St. James
promotes wellness
The Health Ministry of St. James, Westwood held its second
Community Health and Wellness Fair in September. Nearly 188
people participated and received a wealth of wellness information
and free health screenings from more than 30 health care vendors.
Free cholesterol, prostate and osteoporosis screenings, blood
pressures, blood sugar, body fat measurements, chair massages,
speech and language screens and Tai Chi demonstrations were
offered. The neighborhood police and fire departments, along with
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals also participated. Several attendees stated it was the best health fair ever!
Pictured here, the Rev. Dave Halt, rector of St. James, gets his
blood pressure checked.
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Reconciliation at the Roundtable

BY LIBBY MIDDLETON AND FRED MCGAVRAN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTORS

Six members of Christ Church Cathedral’s
Reconciliation Ministries attended “Reconciliation at the
Roundtable,” the opening conference at the Desmond
Tutu Conference Center at General Theological Seminary
in New York City. From Sept. 10-12, laypersons, clergy
and bishops from the Anglican Communion around the
world met to hear presentations and share reconciliation
experiences.
Each day began with Morning Prayer. Dr. Christopher
Marshall from Victoria University in Wellington, New
Zealand, led the first plenary session on “Religious
Violence, Terrorism and the Ministry of Reconciliation.”
He argued that a purely military response to terrorism
reinforces the terrorists’ belief in violence as the only
way to solve problems and alienates many other people,
whereas a law enforcement model treats terrorism as an
offense against justice that isolates terrorists from nearly
everyone. He suggested that by addressing their claims
of injustice, we might be able to engage terrorists in a
dialogue that leads away from violence.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu presented the second plenary
session. Citing the creation of Adam and Eve, he stated that
to be fully human, we need each other. He saw hope in the
ongoing reconciliation in Northern Ireland. When he first
visited Northern Ireland, he found the hatred and violence
surpassed what he had seen in South Africa. He emphasized
that we have no future without forgiveness. Retaliation only
leads to retaliation. Peace is possible, but argument and
debate are necessary to achieve peace.
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori presented the
final plenary, beginning with a magnificent description of
the ministry of reconciliation. She then addressed each of
the Millennium Development Goals, pointing out that in
the time she was speaking, hundreds of persons throughout
the world were dying from preventable diseases and social
problems with known solutions. Bishop Jefferts Schori
encouraged the group to lobby Congress regarding international development, get involved in the One Episcopalian
Campaign, share our vision and to partner with the poor, not
telling them what to do but involving them in the decisionmaking. She asked us to listen for God’s voice regarding
those in need. She commanded us to get up, get out and get

Christ Church Cathedral members Jane Page Steiner and
Merelyn Bates Mims attend the Reconciliation conference
at the Tutu Center at General Theological Seminary.
lost in healing the world.
The Millennium Development Goals were a theme of the
conference. The Rev. Michael Kinman led a breakout session on “Reconciliation and the Millennium Development
Goals.” The Millennium Project was commissioned by the
United Nations in 2002 to develop an action plan for the
world to eliminate extreme poverty, hunger and disease
affecting billions of people. The eight goals form a blueprint
for action agreed upon by all the world’s countries and the
world’s leading development institutions.
In “Reconciliation and Oppression: Christians’
Struggle in Pakistan,” the Rt. Rev. Mano Rumalshah,
Bishop of Peshawar, Church of Pakistan, reported that
Pakistani Christians are attacked in retaliation for the
U.S. armed forces killing Muslim women and children in
Afghanistan and Iraq. On one occasion, Muslims wanted
to attack Christians in a section of Pakistan that U.S.
forces had recently bombed. Pointing to Episcopal hospitals built in the area that had served Muslims for many
years, however, other Pakistanis persuaded them not to
attack the Christians. This is a wonderful example of how
serving the Millennial Development Goals may support
and protect the Church where it is challenged most.
Many sessions were relevant to our diocese. St. Paul’s
Chapel, directly across from the World Trade Center in
New York City, became known as a sacred place when it
sheltered people on 9/11. Immediately after the attacks,

ECW takes ‘joyful journey’
Women from around the diocese gathered in late October at Procter Camp & Conference Center for the
annual Episcopal Church Women retreat. Invited to “Come on board for a joyful journey,” the group heard
from keynote speaker and worship leader, Maryfran Crist, a parish nurse and family practitioner from Illinois.
Pictured at right is Lindy Gamble, daughter of the Rev. Deb Gamble, and “the ECW of our future,” said ECW
president, the Rev. Dcn. Irene Radcliff. Above is the Rev. Claire Hunkins and a contingent from the recently
formed ECW at Trinity, London. Photos by Robin Kimbler
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the Sermon on the Mount was read to victims of the
attack, encouraging them to replace revenge with forgiveness. St. Paul’s was a center for recovery work in the
aftermath of the attacks. They removed all the pews, put
the altar down on the main floor and put chairs around it,
making it a holy place where people could come to grieve
and remember. They have simplified their music so that
the people will become more involved. Every one of our
churches may be called upon to fulfill such a ministry.
The Very Rev. Spencer Simrill, dean of St. Mark’s
Cathedral in Minneapolis, discussed the Community of
the Cross of Nails. St. Mark’s has presented education for
conflict resolution and has begun programs for Christian
hospitality and Advent Quiet Days to reflect on reconciliation. They have also developed relationships with five
local Native American, African-American and Hispanic
sister parishes. He emphasized both the difficulty and the
necessity for reconciliation ministries.
Kid4Peace USA is a program for Jewish, Muslim and
Christian children from the Holy Land to be paired with
American children in a two-week camp in the United
States. By camping together and observing (but not
participating) in other traditions’ worship, children learn
to see each other as friends and dispel the intolerance
and hatred that ignorance fosters. Perhaps a church in
the Diocese of Southern Ohio will want to explore this
program.
Dr. David Ford of Cambridge University led a demonstration of scriptural reasoning, where Christians, Jews
and Muslims meet to examine each other’s scriptures. A
person from each faith presents a text from their tradition
on a chosen topic, and then everyone discusses that text.
After all texts have been presented, there is a general
discussion of the chosen issue as seen through the different traditions. Scriptural reasoning is a wonderful way to
meet people from other traditions and to learn about their
faiths in an atmosphere of learning and mutual respect.
Episcopal churches could use scriptural reasoning to
reach out to other traditions in their communities.

Contact Fred McGavran at fmcgavran@fuse.net for more
information about Kid4Peace or scriptural reasoning. The
cathedral group included Louise and Maurice Mandell,
Fred McGavran, Libby Middleton, Merelyn Bates Mims
and Jane Page Steiner.
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Choir camp: Children, go where I send thee
BY ANDREA FOX
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
“What is our project this year?” asked
an expectant Melissa as she bounded into
the Atrium of St. John’s, Worthington.
Anna followed her through the door,
laughing and echoing, “Yeah, are we
making another mosaic?” Choir Camp
2007 had begun.
The combined creative initiative of
Rachael Chagat and Chris Sikorski, Choir
Camp is an intensive, seven-day celebration of art, music and fellowship, introducing children to Episcopal liturgy. Every
year since 2004, during the first week in
August, Chagat, Sikorski and their campers
have explored the message of the Church,
through a chosen theme, using vocal music
fundamentals, multi-media elements, service and prayer. The children sing more
than two hours of the day, learning six
anthems and three hymns. At the end of
camp, the children lead the worship service
and share with all the parish what they have
learned.
Chagat and Sikorski had so much fun
after their first year, Songs of the Seasons
in 2004, that they sat down and wrote
a five-year plan. From that time, Choir
Camp has explored topics from the saints
to Benedictine rule to Liberian praise
hymns. They have sewed chasubles,
baked Communion bread and even gone

Above: Lappas, traditional Liberian
dress as taught by the Rev. Abeosah
Flemister, are modeled by the girls of
Choir Camp.
Left: Rachel Chagat conducts the St.
John’s Choir Camp during the youthled service at St. John’s, Worthington.
on a pilgrimage. The most inspiring and
admirable attributes of Choir Camp are
the artistic and service projects undertaken by the children. Whether they are hand
tiling a life-size mosaic of St. Francis and
the animals or writing Christmas cards
for deep-water sailors for the Seaman’s
Church, these campers are doing God’s
work in the world.
This summer, the choir campers

participated in one of the Millennium
Development Goals as they spent two
weeks learning about safe water and
living conditions in countries such as
Thailand, Liberia and west Africa. They
wore blue wristbands to remind them of
the importance of conserving water. They
also spent the week trying to use as little
water as possible. Instead of drinking soft
drinks or fruit drinks which use water in

the production, they drank water and put
the money they would have spent on the
other drinks in a box to donate to Living
Water International, which builds wells
around the world. By the end of Choir
Camp 2007, the small group of campers
had collected more than $100 for Living
Water, a real sign of the water of life, of
Jesus our life, and the journey from death
to new life.

NEWS NOTES
Boar’s Head tradition continues
One of Cincinnati’s most majestic holiday traditions,
the 68th Annual Boar’s Head & Yule Log Festival, will
be presented at Christ Church Cathedral on Dec. 29 at
5 p.m. and Dec. 30 at 2:30 p.m. and 5 p.m. Jerry Lowe
will be chief minstrel. Lowe has been involved in Ohio
theatre for more than 25 years, and he and his wife have
been members of Christ Church for more than 10 years.
Free tickets will be distributed on Dec. 8 at Christ
Church Cathedral located on Fourth Street and Sycamore,
downtown Cincinnati. Doors will open at 8 a.m., and
tickets will be distributed from 8:30 to 10 a.m. on a “first
come, first serve” basis. Adults 18 years or older may
obtain, in person, two tickets per request.
Don’t miss this magnificent holiday tradition at Christ
Church Cathedral. Attend the 68th Annual Boar’s Head
and Yule Log Festival. For more details call, 513.621.
BOAR or go to www.boarsheadfestival.com.

Church Periodical Club offers grants
The Church Periodical Club has money for books
for the outreach ministries of congregations in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. Grant forms for adults
– the National Book Fund – and for children – Miles
of Pennies – are available at www.episcopalchurch.
org/cpc. Please list the desired titles, cost and source and
send the request to www.episcopalchurch.org/cpc, or
cpc@episcopalchurch.org or mail to CPC 815
Second Ave, NY10017-4503. Southern Ohio’s Church

Stephens serves as chaplain

In the news
All Saints,
Portsmouth, graced the
cover of the national
publication, The Living
Church, for its annual
All Saints edition.
The editors surfed the
Internet and liked All
Saints’ website, www.
allsaintsportsmouth.us,
designed and managed
by Bill Curnutte. They selected one of the pictures
from the website for the cover. Congratulations to
the people of All Saints.

Periodical Club representative is Wilda Hoyt, who
has been a strong supporter of the program for many
years. She is looking for someone to take over this
important ministry that helps “inquiring and discerning hearts.” Contact her at whoyt@siscom.net.
St. Margaret’s, Trotwood, received the last grant in
Southern Ohio in 2005. They used the money for a
children’s program and received $839.
Since 2004, the Diocese of Southern Ohio has contributed $6,282 to the Church Periodical Club.
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Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI) welcomes Pamela Stephens
as a new full-time chaplain based in the Port of Houston for its
Ministry on the River program. Stephens, a former member of
Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn, and frequent organist
throughout the diocese, moved to Texas last year. Stephens
joined Ann Mills in Paducah, Ky. and the Rev. Jim Wilkinson
in Louisville, Ky., to coordinate SCI’s pastoral care network along 2,200 miles of
America’s inland waterways.
“Pam’s home base at SCI’s Houston
Center will mean that the resources of the
Institute are available to her as she provides
pastoral care to more river and coastal mariners working in this region. A ministry of
presence in the Gulf Region will take her
from the bayous of Texas and Louisiana to the everglades of
Florida,” said the Rev. David Rider, SCI’s executive director.
Stephens began the Masters program in Pastoral Care
at the College of Mount St Joseph in Cincinnati. That
experience led to joining the Chaplain Residency program at MD Anderson in Houston in 2006 where she
ministered to cancer patients and their families.
Founded in 1834 and affiliated with the Episcopal
Church, the Seamen’s Church Institute of New York and
New Jersey (SCI) is the largest, most comprehensive mariners’ agency in North America. Annually, its chaplains
visit 3,400 vessels in the Port of New York and New Jersey
and along 2,200 miles of America’s inland waterways.

133RD CONVENTION

Delegates consider resolutions
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Delegates to the 133rd Convention of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio are charged with the important task of
electing new leadership for diocesan commissions and
determining policy through resolutions.
This year, delegates considered 11 resolutions. Two
were practical matters detailing the official “dissolution of union” or closure between the diocese and
St. Nicholas of Myra, Hilliard
St. Anthony’s, Wilmington.
See the full text and
Both congregations had stopped
of resolutions at holding worship services.
Some resolutions passed with
www.episcopal- wide
support, including a measure
dso.org, Diocesan calling for an end to the predatory
practices of payday lending and
Convention
another that endorsed the formation of an Ohio Interfaith Power
and Light organization.
Through the resolutions, delegates voted to establish
three task forces, one to explore sustainable economic
development in Appalachia and other impoverished areas
and another to develop a coordinated response to assist
veterans. By a margin of one vote, delegates established
a third ad hoc committee, whose charge is to provide
resources for congregations to develop outreach programs
for pregnant women. A measure calling for members to
work for immigration reform failed.
Delegates voted not to consider a resolution that asked
bishops and dioceses to refrain from engaging in property
disputes and to refuse from deposing orthodox clergy. A
substitute resolution commended the House of Bishops
and the ongoing dialogue in the Anglican Communion
and endorsed the listening process, as called for in the
Windsor Report. The initial resolution had asked for the
diocese to accept the Windsor Report and comply with its
proposals and expectations.
Delegates approved a $3.77 million budget for
2008, which includes the full asking for The Episcopal

Church pledge.
Delegates also approved a constitutional change
that clarified language that defined membership in The
Episcopal Church. The change conforms to The Episcopal
Church canons.

Elected to leadership positions
Budget Committee: Gayland Trim
Diocesan Council:
Lay: Matthew Adeyanju, Roy Barker,
Brad Turner, Dolores M. Woodroffe
Clergy: The Rev. Bruce Smith
Diocesan Review Committee
Lay: Marsha Calloway
Clergy: The Rev. John Johannsen
Ecclesiastical Trial Court, Judges
Lay: Randal Young
Clergy: The Rev. Canon Anne Wrider
Episcopal Community Services Foundation
The Rev. Dcn. Don Eager
Bonnie Kretschmer
Joe Mazza
General Convention
Lay
1. Jon B. Boss
2. Don Reed
3. Deborah Stokes
4. Kay Sturm
Alternates:
1. Paul Hardin
2. Meribah Mansfield
3. Paul Rank
4. Richard Warren

Clergy
1. The Rev. Paula Jackson
2. The Rev. Dcn. Dick Schisler
3. The Rev. Heather Wiseman
4. The Rev. Richard Burnett
Alternates:
1. The Rev. Stephen Smith
2. The Rev. Ruth Paulus
3. The Rev. Ben Speare-Hardy
4. The Rev. Jeffrey Queen

Standing Committee
Lay: Pat Ellertson
Clergy: The Rev. Stephen Smith
Dr. James Menke of St. Matthew’s, Westerville, and the
Rev. Lee Anne Reat of St. John’s, Columbus, speak during
discussion of a resolution about pregnant women. Inset:
Thomas Fehr of Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn,
casts his ballot.

Trustees of the Church Foundation
Randal Young
Trustees of the Diocese
Marilyn Sesler

Convention: formation as ministry foundation
FROM PAGE 1

was not. In addition, the bishop called together an ad hoc
group of a dozen diocesan leaders to reflect upon the
listening session discussions and to receive the systemic
review conducted by Diocesan Council.
From these conversations emerged a focus on formation
as the foundation for the diocese’s ministry. Formation is
understood as the entire process by which we are transformed into disciples and given the opportunity to grow
into the full stature of Christ. Three major values also
surfaced: transparency, leadership and connection.
On the second day of convention, delegates split into 11
breakout groups where they could reflect on questions surrounding formation and the three values (See the summary
report of the break-out sessions on page 11. Bishop Breidenthal
expects to make a full report in the coming months).
During his convention address, Bishop Breidenthal called
for a Formation Conference to be held on Feb. 23 at the
Procter Camp & Conference Center. This conference “will
take the work you have done today and turn it into specific
goals and directives for the next few years,” he said.
Formation is inextricably linked to mission, the bishop
said. Formation clarifies and deepens mission, and mis-

On the cover

Clockwise from right: Sonja Bronson tabulates the
votes. Bishop Breidenthal receives a gift from his canons, Vicki Zust and Walt Mycoff. Canon Lowe from Christ
Church, Xenia, carries the crucifer during the worship
service. The Rev. Claire Hunkins speaks on behalf of a
resolution to end predatory payday lending practices.
Photos by Julie Murray
sion furthers the formation of those who engage in it.
As such, Bishop Breidenthal also called for a Mission
Convocation on May 3 to explore the relationship of mission to evangelism and the connection of evangelism to
interfaith fellowship and to discern to what new areas of
mission God is calling the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
As part of the focus on transparency, the Procter Fund
report delivered by the Rev. Canon Jim Hanisian, president
of the trustees, gave specifics on the amounts of the endowments and exactly where and how the money is spent.
Under the focus of leadership, Bishop Breidenthal said
he has called upon the Commission on Ministry to review
the ordination process in Southern Ohio. There is increasing
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attention on this issue in the wider church, the bishop said,
and he has recently been appointed to a committee of bishops
to discuss the challenges of theological education.
Campus ministry and initiatives to engage the young
adult community also must be a priority, the bishop urged.
“I am convinced that our fabulous youth program demands
a commitment to undergraduate and graduate students as its
sequel,” the bishop said. “The ordination process and campus
ministry have to do with raising up leaders in the church.”
Bishop Breidenthal encouraged the people of the diocese to build connections and relationships, particularly
through the deaneries.
“The diocese is ready for more connections,” he said. “It
hangs heavy in the air, like humidity about to precipitate.”
As he closed his convention address, the bishop
thanked the people of the diocese.
“I never thought of being a bishop. If you had not cast
your net extraordinarily wide in seeking candidates, I
would never have been part of your process,” said Bishop
Breidenthal. “If I had not fallen in love with this diocese, I
would not have remained in the running. But you did win
my heart, and God gave me the extraordinary blessing of
giving me my heart’s desire – to serve Jesus in this place,
with you, as your bishop. I am grateful beyond words.”

LISTEN TO WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING TO THE CHURCHES

BISHOP REPORTS ON

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Dear brothers and sisters,
At our annual convention in Dayton,
delegates and others gathered in 11 breakout groups to reflect on four questions
about formation as a focus on our diocesan life over the next few years. At the
conclusion of convention, I presented a
summary of the common answers to these
questions. Here they are. (In January, I
will provide the diocese with a more thorough analysis and discussion of what we
learned from the breakout groups.)

QUESTION ONE:
What Forms You?
Worship
Music
Relationships
Education (Bible Study, EFM etc)
Sense of belonging
Prayer and meditation
Preaching
Ministry beyond worship
Community
Family
What gets in the way?
Fear
Time: secular activities come first
Failure to welcome diverse people
Bricks & mortar issues

Question Two: Communication & Information Sharing
(How can these be improved?)
Strengthen local networks (especially deaneries)
Use technology
· Diocese needs to lead in making connective technology available
· Diocese needs to provide training on use of the web and managing websites
· We need to learn from our youth about communication
· We need to make available a ‘how to” for communicators
We need to listen to one another
The most effective communication is one-on-one
We must not just inform but inspire
Trust is crucial to the free flow of information

Question Three: Leadership (How can this be more broadly shared?)
Identify, cultivate and nurture gifts
Leadership is shaped by the community in which it occurs
The laity should be given a freer hand in exercising leadership (the Holy Spirit needs to
be trusted here)
Leadership should be encouraged and thanked
Leadership training is crucial
We need more people in leadership positions
We need to learn how to share power more easily and effectively
We need to find an antidote for burn-out

Top� left� Top� left� Karen Weber� All Saints�
Pleasant Ridge� shares her wisdom and experiences of the
Genesis middle school retreat program with the delegates�

Top� right� The Rev� Benjamin Speare�Hardy
offers the chalice to the Rev� Jackie Matisse during the
Convention Eucharist�

Top� center� Residents of Canterbury Court
Retirement Community helped other Dayton Deanery vol�
unteers to prepare more than ��� packets for conven�
tion delegates and visitors�

Center left�

Acolytes from throughout the Dayton
Deanery carried processional crosses� banners and kites
from many of the Dayton area congregations�

Center�
address�

Bishop Breidenthal delivers his first convention
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Center� right�

Bishop Price serves as a chair of
the Dispatch of Business� the committee responsible for
preparing the agenda and serves many other aspects of
the convention�

Bottom� left�

Bishop Breidenthal celebrates the
Eucharist on Saturday morning� more than ��� were in
attendance�

Bottom� center� A combined choir singers from
throughout the diocese provided the music for the
Eucharist�
Bottom� right� Youth from around the diocese
helped out as pages on the convention floor� Here Gwen
Browning� Kelcie Webster and Megan Murray mug for the
camera�
Photos by Julie Murray

Question Four: Connectedness
Use existing communication vehicles
Develop common congregational ministries within deaneries
Plan outreach trips within deaneries
Include prayer cycles (diocesan, national, Communion-wide, and ecumenical) in the Prayers
of the People
Visit other churches at home and abroad
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NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati West

Grace Church, College Hill, has begun offering a
Healing Service using African Drumming and Reiki as
well as the traditional laying-on of hands on the second
Wednesday of each month. The healing service is at 6:30
p.m. For more information, call 513.541.2415
A new young adult ministry at St. Simon of Cyrene,
Lincoln Heights, is taking place in the parish hall every
Saturday at 3 p.m. There is live praise and worship;
dynamic prayer and fellowship service; group Bible
conversation and no judgment-only love and acceptance.
For more information, check out www.stsimonofcyrene.
org or call 513.771.4828
Join the sisters of the Community of the Transfiguration
at the convent for “A Day Apart,” a time to write your
Christmas cards in an atmosphere of silence and prayer,
on Saturday, Dec. 8. Lunch will be provided for you as
you spend the day truly connecting with those to whom
you send holiday greetings. Please call ahead to reserve a
space 513.771.5291. The Convent of the Transfiguration
in located at 495 Albion Avenue in Glendale.
The soldiers ministry at Christ Church, Glendale, had
a busy month in October. Their volume of care packages
they send each month increased from 15 to 20, and the
number of troops supported went from seven units of
Marines to 12. Parishioners hold a care package pack and
wrap session every month following the Music Live with
Lunch series. Donation bins are emptied, items sorted
and care boxes filled. If you would like more information
or are interested in donating to the soldiers ministry at
Christ Church, call 513.771.1544.

Columbus

St. Luke, Granville, hosted the second annual Granville
Turkey Trot, a 5K walk/run held on Thanksgiving Day.
Turkey Trot proceeds benefit the Food Pantry Network
of Licking County. A great way to spend the day before
stuffing yourself is to first help out those who do not have
enough to eat.
Parishioners at St. Mark, Upper Arlington, share their
personal Nativity scenes and other family Christmas
treasures with their St. Mark’s family by bringing them to
church on Sharing the Nativity Day. Items are displayed
in the church hall along with brief description, offering
information about the origin of the figures or special family memories associated with the Nativity scene.
The recycling program at the Church of St. Edward,
Whitehall, has brought in a whopping 5.59 tons of paper
so far this year, saving 37 cubic yards of landfill space
and 22.96 KWH of energy. They currently have two businesses utilizing their drop site and are looking for more.

Congratulations to the Rev. John Paddock, rector of Christ Church, Dayton, and his wife
Ann as they announce the adoption of their daughter, Karah Jeanne Paddock. Karah joins siblings Joshua, Aksinja, Marishah, Isaac, Shannah, Jessye, Adelishah and Aaron. A baptism
and adoption ceremony was held at Christ Church on Nov. 4.
The Rev. Dcn. Dr. Connie McCarroll, St. George, Washington, Twp., received a Health
Care Heroes award from the Dayton Business Journal for her work with children who are overweight and at risk for diabetes. She developed a program of nutrition education for both parent
and child with dance as aerobic exercise that the children can do at home.
Hugh Smith, Christ Church Cathedral, has been accepted in the University of Cincinnati CollegeConservatory of Music Preparatory’s intensive two-year high school musical theater program.
Maya Warren, Christ Church Cathedral, won first place in the Delhi cheerleading competition. Seven-year-old Maya is a cheerleader with the Sycamore Rockets cheer team.
Forward Movement Publications has named Francie Morrison, Redeemer, Hyde Park, as
their new Director of Development. She will work part-time to enhance Forward Movement’s
endowments and planned giving program.
Ada Barriteau, St. Margaret, Trotwood, was recently awarded a Human Rights Certificate
by Church Women United. The certificate was presented during an October celebration held at
Christian Church of Christ.
Megan Murray, St. James, Westwood, is a member of the Oak Hills High School Cross
Country team, which won the OHSAA Southwest District Division I Championship. Murray
placed 12th in the race and was also named an individual regional qualifier.

If your place of business is interested in joining such a
program, contact St. Edward at 614.861.1777.
The bread ministry at St. Patrick, Dublin, is an important part of their reaching out to the community. Visitors
who sign the guest book on Sunday can count on receiving a delivery of tasty, homemade bread that week. Along
with the gift of bread, those who deliver it warmly invite
the recipient to again come back and worship with them
at St. Patrick’s soon.

Dayton

St. George, Washington Township, published a cookbook in 2004 in honor of the 50th anniversary of the parish – Recipes and Remembrances: Around St. George’s
Tables. Quail Ridge Press, publisher of the Best of the
Best cookbook series has published a new edition of
Best of the Best from Ohio, which includes recipes
from Recipes and Remembrances. This revised edition
of Best of the Best from Ohio is available for $16.95 at
bookstores and kitchen and gift shops, online at www.
quailridge.com or by calling 800.343.1583. The original
Recipes and Remembrances: Around St. George’s Tables
is still available by sending $7.50 plus $2.50 postage to
St. George’s Episcopal Church, 5520 Far Hills Avenue,
Dayton OH 45429.

Miami River

The Daughters of the King at St. Francis, Springboro,
assembled Thanksgiving baskets for the needy. Each
basket included everything that a family could want for a
holiday feast, making sure to include all necessary ingredients for the meal. Parishioner donations make possible
this great ministry to the less fortunate in Springboro.
The Watoto Children’s Choir, from Kampala, Uganda,
visited St. Anne, West Chester, and gave a dazzling performance of song, dance and inspiration. Watoto means
“The Children”. Since 1994, Watoto Children’s Choir
has regularly toured the United States, Canada and Great
Britain. Accompanied by a small team of adults, Watoto’s
performances are a soulful blend of native African
rhythms, contemporary gospel music and ethnic dance.
These children are among the more than 2 million children in Uganda who have had the tragic and life-altering
experience of losing one or both of their parents to the
AIDS virus or to war.
The first Sunday in Advent brings an intergenerational
project to the people of Trinity, Hamilton. Gathering in
the great room, adults will make Advent wreaths while
the children work on crafts. The addresses of children in
Navajoland will be available so that both adults and children can send Christmas cards to the many children they
have met through their mission work in Navajoland.

Northeast

A service of Advent Lessons and Carols will feature
the choirs of St. James, Zanesville, St. John, Lancaster
and Trinity, Newark. The service is intended as a
preparation for the Christmas celebration. It consists
of music and readings from Holy Scripture and will
conclude with a vesper responsory. It is done mostly
by candlelight since it is an early evening liturgy. This
special choral offering will take place at 4:30 p.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 2 at St. James, Zanesville. Refreshments
and fellowship after the service will be hosted by the
Episcopal Church Women of St. James. For more information, call 740.453.9459.
Due to an abundance of Cookie Walks in the area, the
ECW of Trinity, Newark, has decided to have a “No
Cookie Cookie Walk.” Since many members stated that
they would be willing to donate the money they would
have spent on the cookie walk, this no shopping, no baking, no fuss, no mess fundraiser has come to life. Since
the cookie walk has been a major fundraiser at Trinity,
ECW members are hoping that parishioners will follow
their lead and drop donations of what they would have
spent making cookies into one of the cookie jars placed
around the church.

Northwest

Archiglas, an ensemble of five professional singers
from St. Petersburg, Russia, held a concert of sacred
Russian choral music at Epiphany, Urbana in October.
Following Orthodox tradition, the sacred music was sung
without accompaniment, as only the human voice is
deemed worthy enough to praise God. Archiglas is one of
several groups of professional singers and musicians in
Russia who form temporary ensembles and periodically
tour the United States.
Parishioner Athena Koehler of Holy Trinity,
Bellefontaine, has created nine canvas bags that
say “Holy Trinity Loves Kids” and filled them with
crayons and other coloring materials. The bags can
be used for children who need some busy work
during the Liturgy. All the items in the bag were
chosen to both entertain and educate the children
who use them.

Ohio River

St. Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati, held its second
annual Faithful Ancestors Celebration/All Saints’ Service
on Nov. 4. The service utilized the Kenyan Eucharistic
Rite. The celebration was held on the church’s front lawn,
to attract those walking by to join in and remember and
honor their own “faithful ancestors.”

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the
congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese? Send news to julie_murray@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Julie Murray, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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ENS: The United Thank Offering’s (UTO) 2009 grant criteria and
awards will reflect its new vision focusing on projects that implement
significant change toward alleviating profound human suffering that
directly impacts the lives of women and children. Elizabeth BeachHacking, newly appointed UTO coordinator, expressed excitement about
the new vision. “The idea of significantly impacting the lives of women
and children is so important because when you touch a woman’s life, you
touch the whole family, the whole community and ultimately a whole
nation,” she said.
The grants are intended to support the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs), established by the 75th General Convention as a mission priority
for the Episcopal Church.
Beach-Hacking explained that UTO is committed to continuing its historic objective to address compelling human need and expand the mission
and ministry of the Church. For the 2009 grant cycle, the UTO committee
wants to focus on “helping people get out of the vicious cycle of poverty”

and “really make a significant difference in their lives.”
“It’s that vicious cycle that I believe we are all called to work towards
eradicating,” she said. “Although Jesus did say ‘the poor will always be
among us,’ it’s how we treat our brothers and sisters in Christ every single
day that’s really important. It’s how we can give thanks for the blessings in
our own lives by giving blessings to others through our giving to others.”
The wellbeing and human rights of women and children throughout the
world are integral to the MDGs, a set of eight goals committed to the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger and by 2015. Among its other goals
are achieving universal primary education, promoting gender equality and
empowering women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health,
combating HIV/AIDS and ensuring environmental stability.
UTO is a spiritual and financial partner in the mission work of the
Episcopal Church, through every person in every pew.
Further information about UTO is available at www.episcopalchurch.
org/uto/

The Episcopal Church seeks nominees
The Episcopal Church wants you, and some others you may know. The
Joint Standing Nominating Committee of General Convention is seeking
applications from people willing to be nominated for five elections that
will take place at General Convention 2009, to be held in Anaheim,
California, July 8-17.
Applications must be received on or before Feb. 1, 2008. The available
positions are:
• Court for the Trial of a Bishop

• Board Members of The Church Pension Fund
• Members of Executive Council
• Members of the General Board of Examining Chaplains
• Trustees of General Theological Seminary
To learn more about what is expected for each assignment, to learn how to
apply and to get a copy of the application form required, visit the
committee’s website at http://tinyurl.com/2dv9fr. The site is available in
French, Spanish and English.

SCHOLAR’S CORNER

I have been distressed ever since Gene Robinson and Katharine
Jefferts Schori were elected as bishop and presiding bishop
because I have always believed that homosexuality is against
Scripture and God and completely wrong. Several times I have
decided to drop out of the Episcopal Church, but other members
of my church have discouraged me from doing so. Is there anything you can say or do to help or enlighten me?
I hear your distress and confusion at the
recent changes in attitude towards homosexuality and at the prospect of leaving
your church home.
As you are very aware, many people
today inside and outside the Church have
come to have a more positive view of
homosexuals than people of earlier generations.
Part of the reason for this may be
that as more homosexual people have
stopped hiding their sexual orientation,
more people have realized that relatives
or friends they have loved and respected
for years were gay all along. And if you
have known and loved someone for
years and then learn that he or she is
homosexual, it is hard to all of a sudden
change your feelings about that person
from positive (love, respect) to disapproving.
This was my experience. I had known
Jeff Cothran for about 10 years when he
told me he was gay. All those years, I had
looked up to Jeff like an older brother, and

he was a role model for me of a Christian
man. (I still think Jeff was probably a better Christian than I will ever be.)
I had heard Christian preachers say that
a homosexual could not be a Christian,
that the Holy Spirit would not take up
residence in “an impure vessel” (a body
defiled by same-sex relations). But when
Jeff told me he was gay, it was clear to
me that those preachers didn’t know what
they were talking about.
When I met Jeff, he belonged to the
Church of the Redeemer, a charismatic
Episcopal church in Houston, Texas. He
had made a concerted effort to become
“straight.” He believed his homosexuality was a shameful perversion and admitted his homosexual orientation to the
elders of the church and asked for prayer
and help. (He even had “the demon of
homosexuality” cast out of him a few
times.)
But after years of trying to be straight,
Jeff gave up and left the Church of
the Redeemer for San Francisco.

Unfortunately, it
was 1979 and the
AIDS virus was
spreading through
the gay community there, though
no one knew it.
Jeff got infected
and eventually
died of AIDS.
Jeff remained a
devout Christian
to the end. Toward
the end of his life,
Jeff told me he still believed everything
in the Creed and was theologically orthodox, only he thought that when it came to
sex the Church had always been too strict
and negative.
Notice that it wasn’t the Bible but
rather life experience that brought about a
change in my thinking about homosexuality. If I had not known and respected Jeff
(and other gay Christians over the years),
I probably would still hold the conservative position. As it is, life experience led
to a change of heart, and the change of
heart led to a change of opinion, which
then required dealing with the elements
in the Christian Tradition, including in
the Bible itself, which are opposed to
homosexuality.
Do I think it is easy to disagree with
more than 2000 years of Jewish and
Christian moral teaching and adopt an
accepting attitude toward homosexuality?
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No, and I don’t blame anyone for choosing to not take the big step of doing so.
Only I ask that conservatives try to understand why others feel they must adopt a
more accepting attitude.
If you continue to hold the conservative position on homosexuality, does
that mean you must leave the Episcopal
Church because of those who are accepting of gays? I don’t think so. Those who
are accepting of gays do so out of love,
not for any bad motive. Maybe they
are wrong to be accepting, but it is not
because they do not love God or don’t
want to do God’s will.
Is it a sin to remain with people who
are trying to do God’s will as you are,
only they have come to a different conclusion on one issue as to what God’s will is?
I don’t think so.
I hope you will stay in your church,
even if you remain skeptical of the new,
more accepting attitude to homosexuality
that others there may have. I know homosexuality is a “hot topic” that people feel
passionate about, but I don’t see that it is
something that Christians have to excommunicate and divide over.

The Rev. William Gartig is priest-in-charge
at St. Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati.
Questions about the Bible or other
religious subjects may be sent to 2146
Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES
December

CALENDAR

7-9 – Deacons’ School at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Kay Sturm at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424
12 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: Pat Ellertson 740.826.4270
24-25 – Diocesan offices closed for Christmas
31 – Diocesan offices closed for New Year’s Eve

January 2008

1 – Diocesan offices closed for New Year’s Day
11-13 – Deacons’ School at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Kay Sturm at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424

Mark it down!

Feb. 15-17 – Exodus 5. Details: www.dsoyouth.org
Feb. 17 – Absalom Jones observance at St. Philip, Columbus. 4 p.m.
Feb. 23 – Formation Gathering of Convention delegates at Procter
Camp & Conference Center
May 3 – Mission Convocation at Procter Camp & Conference
Center

STAFF CHANGES

Welcome: To Yvonne Allen-Smith as the executive assistant to Bishop
Thomas E. Breidenthal. She began her duties Nov. 1 – a week before
diocesan convention!
Allen-Smith was an administrative assistant for New Prospect Baptist
Church in Over-the-Rhine and worked for ministry and community activist, the Rev. Damon Lynch III.
She can be reached at yvonne_allen-smith@episcopal-dso.org or
800.582.1712.
Congratulations: To Julie Murray, who moved to a full-time position as communications specialist. In addition to working with Richelle
Thompson on Interchange, marketing, the website and public relations,
Murray will be working with commissions to maintain a diocesan-wide
master calendar and to develop consistent quality in publications. She also
will do some congregational consulting, oversee the diocesan database
and serve as a technology liaison with the diocesan consultants.
Best wishes: As part of a restructuring of the diocesan staff, Bishop
Breidenthal announced that the position of public policy director will be
eliminated, effective Jan. 1, 2008. Jeffrey Price has served faithfully in
this role for more than five years. We wish Jeff every blessing in his future
endeavors and thank him for faithful service.

Yvonne Allen-Smith Bio file

VISITATIONS
December
1
Bishop Breidenthal
& Bishop Price
2
Bishop Breidenthal
9
16
23
24
30

Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
New Year’s Break
No visitations

January
Bishop Breidenthal
6
13

Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal

20

Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal

27

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

Personal: Married to Carl; we have one daughter, Vonchelle, a teacher in Mt. Healthy.
Church: I attend my childhood church, New
Prospect Baptist in Over-the-Rhine.
In my free time: I volunteer my life away. I
volunteer with Pro Seniors as an ombudsman
– advocate for senior citizens. Also volunteer as a
tour guide at the National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center and volunteered for several years
as a classroom consultant for Junior Achievements
What I’m reading: Malindy’s Freedom, The Story of a Slave
Family. Malindy was a Native American girl who was separated from
her family and enslaved in Kansas. I’m part of a book club at the
Freedom Center.
Can’t miss TV: Grey’s Anatomy
Dream vacation: I love to travel. I love Africa, but Jerusalem is my
favorite place. It’s like walking through the pages of the Bible.
What everyone tells me I have to bring to the Thanksgiving
potluck: Candied sweet potatoes, and my husband fries a turkey. We
spent some time in the South, where the motto is, “If it grows, then it
can be fried.”
Something people might be surprised to know: I’m a certified
interpreter for the deaf.
Biggest surprise so far working for the diocese: “I’m not surprised by anything … I’ve worked in a church office, so I’ve seen it
all before.”

St. Mark, Upper Arlington
Celebration of New Ministry
St. Peter, Delaware
Celebration of New Ministry
St. Mark, Dayton
St. Mary, Waynesville
St. Mary, Hillsboro
St. Anne, West Chester
St. Mary Magdalene,
Maineville
St. Barnabas, Montgomery
St. John, Lancaster
Christ Church Cathedral
St. John, Worthington

St. Simon of Cyrene,
Lincoln Heights
St. Philip, Columbus
Church of the Advent,
Walnut Hills
St. Andrew, Pickerington
St. Michael & All
Angels, Cincinnati
Holy Trinity, Kenwood
Northern Miami Valley
Cluster (at Our Saviour,
Mechanicsburg)

CLERGY CHANGES
St. Paul’s, Chillicothe, has called the Rev. Ed Payne as interim rector.
He began his ministry there on Nov. 11. Payne’s last day of service to the
people of Grace Church, Pomeroy, and St. Peter, Gallipolis, was Nov. 4.
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NEWS
Rest in peace

David Ruhmkorff: Civil rights advocate
pushed to transcend prejudice
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Raised in an all-white rural town in Indiana, the Rev.
David Ruhmkorff grew up believing that any American
who worked hard would be rewarded with prosperity
and respect. This illusion shattered when he went to
Mississippi to help with voter registration as an Episcopal
seminarian in 1961.There, he saw a hard-working black
man shot in the back by a white gas station attendant as
the man turned to go home to retrieve his forgotten wallet to pay for a dollar or two of gas.
The murdered man’s family did not dare call the
police, confiding to Ruhmkorff that more than 2,000
black Mississipians had been killed in the previous few
years without a single murderer being convicted.
Ruhmkorff, who died in Cincinnati on Oct. 30 at the age of
77, worked for almost 50 years to help people become more
conscious of prejudice and discover ways to transcend it.
The Rev. Canon Lorentho Wooden, preaching at
Ruhmkorff’s funeral at Christ Church Cathedral,
described his shock on arriving from the deep South
as a black seminarian at Episcopal Divinity School,
only to be accosted by a young white guy named David

Ruhmkorff who seemed determined to become his friend.
Sharing an immense zest
for understanding what made
people and politics tick, they
became inseparable. Both
settled in Cincinnati, where
Wooden led the diocese’s
Institutional Racism initiative.
He and Ruhmkorff developed a
two-man presentation on race:
David coolly dissecting his own
white privilege; Wooden as eloquent as Jeremiah on the no-man’s land of being black
in America. Their honesty opened the way for countless
listeners to deepen their own self-understanding and to
speak more honestly across the divide.
Ruhmkorff worked as an organizational consultant
specializing in the dynamics of non-profits and religious
communities. A series of strokes beginning in the 1980s
left him partially paralyzed with significant brain damage and unremitting pain. This loss spurred him to new
creativity. He developed a nationally renowned program
for the City of Long Beach to help mentally ill people

sustain themselves in independent living. He was also a
founding consultant to Cincinnati’s Inclusion Network,
which honored him in 2003 for his advocacy for people
with disabilities.
Paralysis only seemed to intensify David’s courage.
After completing courses at the police academy, he
patrolled some of the most dangerous streets in Cincinnati
on his motorized scooter until the very end of his life,
working to deter both crime and police brutality.
In this diocese, he served on the Anti-Racism task
force and as a congregational consultant and interim
priest. Since his paralysis made it impossible for him to
drive, fellow social justice advocates relished giving him
rides to gigs all over Southern Ohio’s byways, where
highbrow conversation could be cut off at any moment
by the sight of a Dairy Queen. Ruhmkorff never could
resist stopping for a vanilla cone.
Married to Catholic writer and spirituality teacher Jane
Gahan Ruhmkorff, Ruhmkorff worshipped both at Christ
Church Cathedral and the Jesuit Bellarmine Chapel.
Funeral services at both churches drew an extraordinary
cross-section of ages, races, faiths, and conditions of life:
powerful evidence of this priest’s ability to unite people
across America’s myriad social divides.

Rest in peace

The Rev. Deacon Frank H. Stern
The Rev. Deacon Frank H. Stern, CSSS, died November 1. He was 71. Brother Stern
was a life member of the Congregation of the Companions
of the Holy Savior (Latin: Congregatio Sociorum Sancti
Salvatoris), which is a recognized non-residential order of
more than 115 years in the Episcopal Church.
Br. Stern was born in Christiana, Pennsylvania, in 1936. He
served in the United States Army from 1954 to 1957. He then
attended Catawba College in Salisbury, North Carolina. After
years in the sales field, he eventually became president of his
own industrial manufacturer’s representative sales organization called Kirk & Associates, Inc., in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Later he attended the Episcopal Theological Seminary
in Lexington, Kentucky, and was ordained a deacon in the
Episcopal Church in 1991. He was a member of the Society
of St. Mary, Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament and an
associate at the Convent of the Transfiguration in Glendale, Ohio. He served at St.
Anne Episcopal Church in West Chester, and was a friend of the Sisters of the Convent
of the Transfiguration.
While studying for the diaconate, Br. Stern was assigned to the Church of the Advent
in Walnut Hills. He started a ministry in association with their Open Door Ministry
extended to people from the streets and those who are mentally challenged, offering
a safe place to gather for coffee, soup and fellowship. Br. Stern was also the director
of the House for Your Servant, which he assisted in founding. This ministry to young
homeless men promoted a new life opportunity through long-term care in a home
environment. Br. Stern later served as a Chaplain at Bethesda Hospitals in Cincinnati,
where he completed nine units (3,600 hours) of clinical pastoral education.
Most recently he was semi-retired and involved in pastoral and prayer ministry at
St. Anne, where he had been their deacon ‘religious’ since 1991.
He is survived by his son Gregg, granddaughter Kashmir, and great-granddaughter
Brooklyn of Cincinnati.
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Close-knit women create quilt for raffle
A close-knit group of women at St. Thomas Parish in Terrace Park spent more
than a year finishing an embroidered quilt that was raffled in early December to
raise money for the youth. Those who embroidered and quilted this year’s earlyAmerican-style quilt are, from left: Anne Cherry, Libby Rost, Kay Everhart, Alice
Sturzenberger, Lou Scott, and Julie Northrop. Not pictured: Barbara Hendricks and
Jo Fahnestock .

NEWS

Make plans now to attend
summer camp 2008
BY THE REV. RUTH B. PAULUS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Camp 2008 is just simply gonna knock
your socks off! First off, we have our
co-coordinators chosen. They are thirdyear, experienced counselors and fine leaders. So I want to welcome to the team,
Lauren Peelman and Paul Hardin. These
hard-working college students are very
committed to the camping program, have
exhibited exemplary leadership and have a
tremendous heart for the campers. They are
following in the footsteps of my two previous coordinators, Jaime Kent and Patrick
Gleason, who were wonderful examples
and mentors. This program continues to be
blessed beyond what we could ever ask or
imagine!
We have fine-tuned some of the camps
and added others. We are reintroducing
1,2,3 camp, calling it the Wee-Tweens
Camp. Wee-Tweens (for first, second and
third graders) affords the opportunity for

those who are too young to come to camp
alone to attend with an adult to experience
camp with the comfort of knowing their
loved ones are very close by! The focus of
this camp is to remind us of the wonderful
mystery that children are, and what marvelous clean slates we have the privilege to
mold and prepare for a spirit-filled, wholesome future!
Creative Arts Camp was a huge success
last year, and this will be expanded into
Creation Camp. Not only will this embrace
the arts in the visual and performance
perspectives but also introduces the spirituality of sports. Creating teams in every
aspect of life is so important to the full
employment of the Gifts of the Spirit, for
the good of the Body of Christ and used in
the honor and glory of God. This will be a
broad but rich camp.
For senior high campers, we are introducing a tract that deals with the spirituality of young adulthood and how this plays
out in life after high school. Graduation is

not like being dropped off a cliff in light of
spirituality. It is a time when great exploration and questioning takes place. We hope
to equip our seniors with all those things
they will need to handle this time with
grace and faith – and much less angst!
Roger Speer, the director of youth
ministry, has done an incredible job in
redesigning our camp website. Coming
soon: the Camp Shop. We are introducing hoodies (hurrah… something that
so many have clamored for over the
years!), sports bottles with the camp
logos and flip-flops, which will be a
must-have item.
Special note: Potential counselor wannabe’s for the 2008 season: Applications are
online and must be filled out the first part
of January! Check the web sites for postings!

The Ruth B. Paulus serves as
summer camp director. Contact her at
rb1paulus@yahoo.com

Come blog with me

Blog with Procter campers at
mamaruthatproctercamp.blogspot.
com
Summer camp link: www.dsoyouth.
org/camp.

Summer camp dates

Entering Grades:
6th/7th: June16-21
8th/9th: June 23-28
Break: June 30- July 5
Senior Camp: July 6-12
Adventure: July 16-20
1,2,3 camp: July 17-20 NEW!
4th/5th: July 22-26
Creation Camp: July 28-31
Family Camp: July 31- August 3

Diocese inducts new St. Simeon and St. Anna members
The Affirmative Aging Commission and the Diocese of Southern
Ohio celebrated in mid-October the induction of the newest class to the
Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna. The organization celebrates exemplary Christian ministry and honors the wisdom, experience, maturity and
achievements of people 60 years and older in the Diocese of Southern
Ohio. Nominees have been Episcopalian for at least 15 years and have
faithfully ministered to their family, community, church, nation or world.
Like St. Simeon, they offer us the consolation of God through difficult times or when we begin to doubt. Like St. Anna, they inspire us
to believe in a liberation that is always fresh and alive with new hope
and new energy.
As new members of the society, they pledge to pray for the bishops and
the diocese, advise the bishops and Affirmative Aging Commission and others, when asked, and to encourage local congregations and other individuals
to actively seek knowledge and understanding of the realities of aging.

Name
Joan Brown
Rosemary Chute
Tim Cronin
Carol Davidson
Joan Deisler
Alma Dziama
Eleanor Gallagher
Dr. George John
The Rev. Dcn. Gay
Boggs O’Keefe
Phyllis Shively
Brenda Spradling
The Rev. Thomas J.
Timmons III
*The Rev. John
and Jean Carson

Above: The 2007 St. Simeon and St. Anna
honorees
Right: Rosemary Chute of St. Patrick,
Lebanon, receives her award from Bishop
Price, as well as from the Rev. Nancy Hardin,
chair of the Affirmative Aging Commission,
and Bishop Breidenthal.
Photos by Richelle Thompson
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CLASS OF 2007

Church
Epiphany, Nelsonville
St. Patrick, Lebanon
St. James, Westwood
Church of the Advent
St. Andrew, Pickerington
St. Paul, Martins Ferry
St. Thomas, Terrace Park
St. Mark, Dayton

Deanery
Hocking Valley
Miami River
Cincinnati West
Ohio River
Columbus
Northeast
Cincinnati East
Dayton

St. James, Zanesville
St. James, Piqua
St. Matthew, Westerville

at-large
Northwest
Columbus

Trinity, London

at-large

St. Mary’s, Hillsboro

at-large
*Posthumously awarded

NEWS

Humble artist donates talent to the Church
BY JULIE MURRAY
INTERCHANGE ASSISTANT EDITOR
Todd Joyce doesn’t want attention
drawn to him. He’d rather you notice
his work – the way the camera catches
the light, the way a photo perfectly captures a personality or a moment in time.
For him, photography is both job and a
calling.
Occasionally he’s able to lift this sense
of call to an even higher level, making his
work a gift to the Church.
With the consecration
of
Bishop Thomas
E. Breidenthal,
it was time to
replace the official bishop portraits that many
Todd Joyce
churches have
hanging on their wall. In the search to
find someone to take the portrait, diocesan communications committee member
Anne Rudig suggested Joyce.
A commercial photographer for nearly
20 years, Joyce opened his own studio in
downtown Cincinnati 15 years ago. He
is well known in the advertising community, producing striking photographs for
clients that are used in trade magazines
and billboard advertising. At one time, he
had 11 different billboards in the Greater
Cincinnati area showcasing his work.
When the communications committee
decided in 2005 to expand the marketing
campaign to include pictures of everyday
people facing challenges in the secular
world, Rudig thought of Joyce. She and
John Nagy, a graphic design artist who
has donated his time to develop marketing materials for the diocese, knew of
Joyce’s work. They were impressed with
his ability to take people of all walks
of life and put them at ease. In one
campaign, working with “real people”

instead of models, he was “so loving,
so thoughtful,” says Rudig, an executive at Northlich advertising agency in
Cincinnati. “He managed to catch the
closeness between the people.”
When Rudig asked Joyce to consider
working on the ad campaign for the diocese, he surprised her by revealing that he
too was Episcopalian. And that he would
do the work pro bono. Those ads have
since appeared on billboards, buses and
movie theater screens throughout the diocese – across the country and even in the
Canadian Diocese of Niagara.
When contacted by Diocesan House
to take new bishop portraits, Joyce again
offered his services for free. Six months
after the photo shoot, he still hasn’t
told anyone in his parish, St. Patrick’s,
Lebanon, about the gift.
Joyce offers this simple explanation
why he, as a self-employed business

owner, is willing to make such a donation. His wife, Teresa, is a burns nurse
at Shriner’s Hospital. He describes her
as “fantastic, so compassionate. I can’t
image doing what she does.” Not having
a job with an impact like that on society,
Joyce feels he needs to look for opportunities to make a difference. “I see others out
there doing good, and I think, ‘How does
an ad photographer find his niche in helping the church?’”
Stone masons and other craftsmen can
use their talents in tangible ways around
their church, he said. People gifted in
organizational skills or other such talents
always can find a way to help. But for
Joyce, his services as a photographer
seemed a tangible way to give to the
church.
Joyce is no stranger to helping the
greater good. Heavily active in a professional organization, the American Society

Congratulations!
The Rev. Hanci Newberry and her husband, the Rev. Orin Newberry,
welcomed their third child into their family this summer. The couple
and their two children, Max and Libby, traveled to Vietnam this fall to
adopt William Anh Newberry. The family spent three wonderful weeks
in Vietnam, first visiting Max’s orphanage and sightseeing in Ho Chi
Minh City and the Mekong Delta area (Max is now ten and was adopted
from Vietnam at age 9 months; daughter Libby was adopted from
China at age 9 months). Then the family went to Kien Giang province
and adopted Will. Here, the new family is pictured outside of Cao Dai
temple in Rach Gia, Vietnam. (Cao Dai is a ‘homegrown’ Vietnamese
religion which incorporates elements of many of the major religions).
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of Media Photographers, Joyce says that
members from all religious backgrounds
work together to serve each other and
society at large. Through this organization, where he serves as first vice president, he has been involved in projects
such as Habitat for Humanity. “Anything
that we can do for society is worth the
time,” Joyce says.
After deciding a few years ago to simplify life, Joyce left downtown Cincinnati
and built a 1,500-square foot studio off his
home in Lebanon. It was here that he took
the pictures of Bishop Breidenthal and
Bishop Ken Price.
“Nothing like having two bishops at
your house (at the same time) to make
you nervous,” Joyce laughs. “Work is one
thing. But my clients see where I live.
What if everyone could see where you
live, every time that you work with them?
But it was so nice to meet them. How
many people can say, ‘I had the bishops
over the other day?’”
Making the bishops comfortable while
dressed in their full regalia was a challenge. But putting the family dog at ease
was a bigger one. “After getting dressed,
Bishop Breidenthal reached down to pet
our puppy,” Joyce laughs. “He scared him
to death!”
Joyce’s faith journey to the Episcopal
Church came first through the First
Christian Church, Methodist and Baptist
traditions before marrying a Roman
Catholic. Joyce credits the congregation
of St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township, as
“the one that converted us.”
As a businessman, Joyce sees his faith
directing him to concentrate on always
doing the right thing, both ethically and
morally. He is unsure how his faith affects
his art, but recognizes he has the gift of
appreciation for beauty.
“I have no idea why I can see what I
see,” he says. “This is such a gift I was
given.”

REFLECTIONS

AIDS education part of church’s responsibility
BY THE REV. CRICKET PARK
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
When Bob and I dated while we were at
Purdue, it never occurred to me that he was
gay. It was before my ‘enlightenment’ about
such things. Our relationship ended, but I
often wondered where Bob ended up. Then,
in a Purdue Alumni magazine, I learned
he had died - of cancer. It was many years
later that I found out that he’d come out as
a gay man and lived with HIV for several
years before he died from its complications.
I stood at his Quilt panel in Washington,
D.C., in 1996 and wept. I wept for his loss,
but also I rejoiced for his presence with me
on that October day. I talked to him about
our time together and that it meant a lot to
me. I said that I was sorry that he didn’t feel
he could share everything about his life with
me, but I knew that he was probably struggling with things, too.
I realize now that there are two All
Saints’ Days in my life. The first is obvious – Nov. 1 (or the Sunday following)
– where I recall the famous or not-sofamous people who shaped my faith and
the faith of our church. The second is Dec.
1, the designated day of remembrance for
persons affected and infected with HIV/
AIDS. It is the day I remember my friends
who taught me so much about living all
the while they were dying.
There is much good news about the
AIDS pandemic. Medical science has
evolved to the point where HIV/AIDS is
a manageable disease thanks to the ‘cocktails’ that keep the virus at bay within the
body. Many of my friends are ticking off

A panel from the Names Memorial Quilt, including the panel for friend, Bob Colsher.
their 20th anniversaries of their diagnosis
– something we never believed possible in
the late 1980s and early 90s.
There is still too much bad news, however. New generations of people engage in
risky behavior and find themselves infected

with the virus that refuses to discriminate
based on race, gender, age, national origin, religion, sexual orientation or disability. The Millennium Development Goals
ask us to address AIDS/HIV throughout
the world, especially in Africa. Our dol-

lars sent through Episcopal Relief and
Development, or other organizations, help
fight the disease through education and
help comfort those who are living with
the disease with life-giving medicine and
compassionate care.
Our Church still has AIDS. We can still
expect to see HIV-positive people in our
pews. They will be children, women, people
of color, people over 50, and yes, gay
men and persons who use/abuse drugs and
or alcohol. We cannot afford to not talk
about risky behavior with our parishioners.
One vehicle for prevention education is the
“Quilt.” The Names Project Memorial Quilt
provides one of the best means for education
and dialogue about the AIDS pandemic. The
Quilt also gives those of us who continue to
mourn our losses from this wretched virus
a tangible presence of our continuing relationships with our friends who have gone
before us. Each county health department
and many AIDS service organizations in
major cities can assist churches to do AIDS
prevention education.
Plan your education programs now for
next year. Bring quilt panels to your parish
and watch it drive home the need for wise
choices and commitment to the eradication
of this disease. Schedule speakers now for
next year’s youth groups, men’s groups,
women’s groups, singles groups, and – yes
– seniors groups. And keep praying that in
the years to come, there will be no more
panels to add to the Names Memorial Quilt.

The Rev. Cricket Park is assistant rector
at St. Patrick’s, Dublin. Contact her at
CBPark@aol.com

Church hosts Iftar
FROM PAGE 1

overanalyze it. We simply do it because it’s what Jesus taught us to
do. It is our faith acted out.
Hosting the Iftar was our faith acted out, knowing whom it is we
serve. We serve the Lord Jesus, who taught us to love and serve
our neighbor through acts of hospitality. We do not have to agree
with one another on everything to be hospitable. But we are, as
our Baptismal Covenant reminds us, to seek and serve Christ in all
persons, loving our neighbors as ourselves. We are we to strive for
justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every
human being.
Hospitality can be offered in unimaginable ways, when we can
embrace with confidence our Christian faith and calling without
feeling threatened by others who may believe differently than we
do.
There were Muslims there that evening who had never broken
their fast in a church; the thought had never entered their minds; the
opportunity had never presented itself. It was huge for us all. And
an unforgettable blessing.

The Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands is rector of St. James, Clintonville.
Contact her at cartered@sbcglobal.net

A member of St. James, at left, and a member of the Islam community break bread together during
an Iftar held at the church.
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Love Song: a Christmas journey
The poster advertises Concert Bal tous les Soirs at
Moulin Rouge. It’s a familiar image, but this copy is
unique. It is signed T. Lautrec and Eames.
Eames?
Our friend Blake Eames, artist, decorator, was in the
midst of a project in our house when she found the poster
in the basement. She knew just the place for it, as she
does with things. But first she took it away and with her
paints tweaked it to give it new life and style. And added
her name.
The colors in our house are Blake’s choices. She has
spent a lot of time with us. During one period, I began to
think of her as our Eldin, the ever-present house painter
in the “Murphy Brown” TV series.
Blake is married to Willie Eames, a versatile musician.
Among other things, he does blues good enough to be
celebrated at the heartland of that genre, Beale Street in
Memphis.
Blake and Willie have beautiful Sarah Grace, who,
at the time of their Christmas adventure was just over a
year old.
On the first day of Christmas last year the Eameses
flew to Portland, Oregon, to spend a few days with
Willie’s parents. The trip to the west coast was uneventful. It was a good visit, and the happy young family
boarded a plane in Portland on Dec. 29 to come home,
where Willie was scheduled to play on New Year’s Eve.
Blake remembers that her mother had called that
morning to say there were a lot of storms in the Dallas
area, the midpoint on the way home. Surely nothing to
worry about.
But after boarding they sat on plane for an hour before
it took off. Then the flight seemed longer than it should.
The sky around the Dallas-Fort Worth airport was black,
and the turbulence was bad. After 40 minutes of circling,
the captain announced they would be landing elsewhere.
Fuel was getting low. The first alternate landing place
had no fuel, and finally they put down at Wichita Falls.
For awhile no one could be found to refuel the plane.
No food was served, but Willie’s mother had sent them
away with a bag of vittles. Sarah Grace was having

fun, enjoying meeting everyone. After an hour and a half,
they were fueled and took off,
expecting a 20-minute flight.
Over Dallas-Fort Worth they
were told they were one of 75
planes hoping to land. More
than an hour later, they landed
and sat and sat on the tarmac, waiting for an open gate.
Later, they learned there were
numerous tornados in the
area, and people in the airport
had been sent to shelters.
The place was packed, with
long, winding, seemingly endless lines. By then Sarah Grace was tired. They strapped her
car seat to a luggage cart. They had one baby bottle, a sandwich, an apple and some graham crackers left. And $40. All
the hotels were full. There were no shuttles or taxis. They
stood in line for five hours until 2 a.m., now Dec. 30.
Sarah Grace woke refreshed and toddled around
charming other stranded passengers. Blake was thinking,
“This is a family adventure and it’s all just going to be
fine. We’ll get home somehow.”
Willie learned of a ticket counter open in a distant
location. He returned with tickets for a 7:30 flight—p.m.
However, they were on standby for every flight until
then, giving them a little hope.
Willie lay on the floor and slept like hundreds of others. Blake borrowed a stroller and pushed Sarah Grace
until she went to sleep. It was 5 a.m., and people were
asleep everywhere. She passed a woman holding onto
her two children in her sleep.
The Eameses made friends with some others with the
same destination—the blonde woman, the dancer, the
computer guy and the angry man. They didn’t exchange
names, but they took care of each other, sharing food and
information.
Every flight was overbooked. About the fourth flight,
they met a mother and son, she in her 60s and he in his

THE REV.
BOB HORINE

A prayer: Grant, O Lord, that in all the joys of life
we may never forget to be kind. Help us to be
unselfish in friendship, thoughtful of those less
happy than ourselves, and eager to bear the
burdens of others.
Chapel prayer from St. Paul’s School,
Concord, New Hampshire
40s. She was obviously his caregiver.
Blake somehow managed to get two seats—not the
three they needed—on a 2:30 flight. By then she was
exhausted. Some cots had been set up. She tried one,
but it was broken; so was the second one. Seeing her
plight, a family offered the cot they were using. Blake lay
down, holding Sarah Grace, and “I slept so hard; it was
fabulous.” When she awakened Willie told her they had
been given first class tickets in trade for theirs. (It should
be noted that Willie is a big man, 6 feet 7 and doesn’t fit
well into coach seats.)
Blake said, “I lost it; I just fell apart. I had kept it
together the whole time, and I just lost it.” Someone
had given for no other reason but “to share, to make
someone else’s life better; it was the kindest thing.” It
was the mother and son. The woman wouldn’t allow all
the thanks Blake wanted to give. The Eameses didn’t see
their benefactors at the end of the flight, and know only
that their name was Stein.
“You know you’re going to get home, but it’s hard
not knowing how that’s going to happen, with $40 and
a one-year-old.”
One can, with a little stretching, make a connection
between the Eameses’ story and another about a family’s
journey and the simple hospitality shown them. If you’re
stumped about what to give this year, remember that
kindness is always appropriate.

The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese
of Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward
Movement Publications.

Open Door opens hearts
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal recently spent an afternoon serving at Open Door, an outreach of Church of the Advent, Walnut
Hills. Open Door helps 100 chronically mentally ill people who
are trying to survive outside
of institutions. Two counselors help them manage their
monthly disability checks to
prevent evictions. The Open
Door is open every weekday
from morning to early afternoon for coffee and a hot meal,
enabling staff to keep track of
their guests and call in help as
needed when people’s mental or physical health take a
turn for the worse. To learn
more, contact Open Door at
513.961.2259.
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BY JULIE MURRAY
INTERCHANGE ASSISTANT EDITOR
Calling all Rappers and Dancers of
God! In the beginning was the word and
the word was God and the word was hip
hop and it don’t quit and it don’t stop…
And so begins the first hip hop mass
held in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. At
Grace Church, College Hill – an urban
congregation more than 100 years old,
there’s a deejay instead of an organist,
colorful, graffiti-like banners celebrating
faith, love and joy and a rousing call to
worship.
The order of service comes from the
Hip Hop Prayer Book, written by the Rev.
Timothy Holder (Papa T), rector of Trinity
Church of Morrisania, NY. He developed
the first Hip Hop mass in 2004 after listening to the wants and needs of the young
people in his Bronx neighborhood. The
prayer book was released in 2006.
According to Anita Triggs, communication outreach coordinator at Grace Church,
the demographics of their College Hill
neighborhood show that the majority of the
residents are young African-Americans. A
large urban high school is located across
the street. The hip hop service is an attempt
by the leadership at Grace to “attract more
young people, particularly young people of
color. We need alternatives for worship. (In
the Hip Hop Mass), the liturgy is still in its
formal order, but how it is delivered is the
critical piece.”
Bringing the Hip Hop Mass to Grace
is the work of Grace’s priest-in-charge,
the Rev. Ernestein Flemister. Since arriving at Grace in August, Flemister has
worked to develop the service, even traveling to Boston to attend a “Hip Hop
Schoolhouse,” a training session with

Above: I am the bread of life... The Rev. Ernestein Flemister raps the Holy Gospel
Top left: Shepherd, a member of the Soldiers for Salvation, recites the Apostles’ Creed.
Top right: A banner outside the front doors announces the service to the neighborhood.
Photos by Julie Murray
Papa T for those interested in starting
their own Hip Hop Mass.
Putting together all the pieces of the
service was born of community and religious affiliations that Flemister has developed since her arrival in College Hill.
When she mentioned the idea to her
Bible study group, Pastor Leslie Jones,
shared that her congregation, Truth and
Destiny Covenant Ministries, had a team
of steppers and praise dancers that travels
to other congregations. The Cincinnati
Black Theater Company, which recently
moved into a new location down the street
from Grace, provided much of the flavor
and culture of the service. Don Sherman,
director of the theater company, stepped
in as the deejay, and Le ‘Wanda Spaulding
created several colorful graffiti-inspired

banners to decorate the sanctuary.
More than 50 people showed up for
the inaugural service. The Soldiers for
Salvation step team led the processional,
and the Ordained Praise dancers offered
a praise dance of thanksgiving. With the
deejay spinning a backbeat throughout
the readings and prayers, even the Gospel
(John 6:25-35) was rapped by Flemister,
a modern twist on traditional chanting.
Rappers Ashli Boyer and James Garrett
of the theater company offered up moving
Prayers of the People reflective of the culture of the neighborhood and the world:
Thank God for those in the house, and
those in the hood, who live in the streets,
it’s still all good.
For all who are in prison, their families
and their victims, for all who work and

hold it down in their families.
For all those in the military, victims of
violence and all those who are in need,
we’re down for you, we got ya back, trust
us, best believe, we got ya back, trust us,
best believe
Old and young, black and white, the congregation rapped together in response:
Lord in your mercy
In your mercy
Hear our prayer
Hear our prayer
Take us there
Take us there
Disciplined and dignified, the Soldiers
of Salvation, led by Drill Sergeant AJ,
marched back to the front of the sanctuary to step and testify and to recite the
Apostles’ Creed. They tell their story
through stepping and chanting, stomping
and proclaiming, in an amazing combination of rhythm, confidence, agility and
faith.
The benediction, like the rest of the
service, was a blend of what is traditional
and what could be to come:
God the Father keep you in His Holy
Name
Amen, Word
God the Son keep you in His Grace
Amen, Word
God the Holy Spirit keep you in his
peace
Amen, Word
The Hip Hop mass honored the traditions of the Episcopal Church while
celebrating the growing Hip Hop culture
through rap, deejaying, dance and art.
And it brings to Grace Church and everyone in the diocese a new way to tell the
Good News of Jesus Christ to a younger
generation.
Word.

Hip Hop Mass, the celebration of the union of hip hop music and worship, will continue at Grace Church on the first Saturday of every month starting in January 2008. Plans also are
underway to offer a Hip Hop Schoolhouse at Grace Church at Pentecost. For more information, check out the Grace Church website at http://gracecollegehill.org or call 513.541.2415.

20

