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By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor

his time at the altar, Brian and Amy Turner wore the same outfit – a
simple white alb and red stoles embroidered with the flames of the
Holy Spirit and a dove of peace. On Jan. 8, they responded to their
ordination vows to the priesthood, “I will, with God’s help.”
Six months earlier, a different set of vows confronted the couple,
and they answered, “I do.”
Part of a small but growing trend in The Episcopal Church, the Rev.
Brian and the Rev. Amy Turner are a dual-clergy couple.
The pairing of love and vocation creates both opportunities and
obstacles. But the young couple wouldn’t have it any other way.
“I think it enriches our spiritual life, being able to share our calls to
the priesthood,” said Brian, 30 and canonically resident in the Diocese
of Southern Ohio. “Being ordained together emphasizes the fact that
we’re in this together. We’ve taken marriage vows with each other,
and our ministries – even though they’re separate – are side by side.”
But, they laugh, they do have a few worries: After all the anecdotes
about wild preacher kids, they wonder how having two preachers as
parents will affect their children, once they start a family.
“We’ll just have to figure that out when it happens,” Brian said.

Embracing each other’s gifts
The Diocese of Southern Ohio has nearly a dozen dual-clergy
couples. Some are a mix of priest and deacon, like the Rev. Sallie and
the Rev. Dick Schisler. Others answered the call to
the same ordained order, including the Rev. Frank and
the Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands as priests and the Rev.
Diana and the Rev. Fred Shirley as deacons. And still
others took an ecumenical route, with one spouse in
the Episcopal Church and the other serving a different
denomination.
Regardless, they say, their relationships have been
both deeply enriched and occasionally challenged by
their dual vocations.
Lynn and Frank Edmands had a six-year jump on
marriage before they plunged into seminary. Frank
was an environmental scientist, and Lynn planned
a career as a forensic pathologist. But through their
involvement as lay leaders in an Episcopal Church in
California, they both felt a call to ordained ministry.
“We laughed that if we could get through our first
year of seminary, we could get through anything,”
said Lynn, who serves today as rector of St. James,
please see COUPLES, PAGE 8

By Richelle Thompson
Interchange Editor
The Rev. John Denson isn’t going to tell you
to sell your church building and start meeting in
a coffee shop. That may work in some instances,
but his primary focus is to breathe new life into
traditionl churches “so we can redefine our sense
and purpose – without losing the other components
that make us strong.”
Denson, rector of Christ Church, Exeter in
New Hampshire, will lead the diocesan congregational development workshop on Feb. 12 at the Procter
Center. Guided by a theme of
“Fresh Expressions: Renewing Fresh
Expressions:
Congregations for the 21st
Renewing
Century,” the workshop is for
Congregations
clergy and lay leaders seeking for the 21st
new ways and fresh expressions Century
to live authentically and faith- Feb. 12, 10 a.m.
fully in a changing world.
to 4 p.m. at the
“The church has been Procter Center.
focused for so long on insti- Cost: $15,
tutional issues,” said Denson, includes lunch.
whose doctoral thesis explores Register online at:
ways for congregations to rede- www.diosohio.org
fine and re-imagine themselves by Feb. 8
in a 21st century context. Often
this broad movement is called
“emergent church.”
The focus should be on creating community,
Denson said. “People are not looking for a church
in the institutional sense but a place that feels like
home, where they can be accepted and loved for
who they are. When we create these relationships
with Jesus at the center, we see the possibilities of
growing – in numbers and in vitality.”
The Rev. Canon John Johanssen, who has
oversight for congregational development in the
diocese, said the workshop is designed so that

If you go

The Rev. Brian and the Rev. Amy Turner married last July –
and were ordained in January. They are among a growing
number of dual-clergy couples.

please see CONFERENCE, PAGE 3
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Together, diocese develops mission priorities strategy

As you know, we are deep into the process of developing a Mission Priorities strategy for the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. What began last summer as a push to
re-evaluate our budget has become an opportunity to
take a look at all of our structures so that we might
focus more intently on our key areas of mission.
Your input has been essential to this process, from
e-mails and comments at pre-convention meetings
to the hundreds of people who attended the deanery
gatherings in December – and who will, I hope, participate in the second round of meetings this month. You
identified formation, congregational life and connection
within the diocese as the top diocesan mission areas.
More specifically, you want a high premium placed
on youth and young adults, support of congregations
and communications. To a lesser but significant degree
you call for an emphasis on mission. The Mission
Priorities Task Force, composed primarily of leaders
from Diocesan Council and the Procter Trustees, has
been working hard to synthesize the data from these
meetings and to develop clear, focused and challenging
strategies as a roadmap for our common ministry. The
results of that synthesis will be presented to the February
deanery meetings for your input and recommendations.
In addition to offering critical feedback about the
Mission Priorities strategies, the February meetings
will also provide time for frank conversation about how
we fund these strategies. We will talk about our two
primary funding sources – the Mission Share budget
and the Procter Fund – and you will have an opportunity to consider which mission priorities should be
funded by Mission Share and which should be funded
by Procter. The Procter Fund is primarily meant to

fund new initiatives and programs
that promote bold leadership. The
Fund’s guidelines are clear that,
within these criteria, the Bishop
decides where Procter Funds go,
but I need your input as I am making these choices, since it is vital
that we all be moving in the same
direction. As for Mission Share, I
view it as the financial expression
of our commitment to support one
another as we pursue our common
ministry as a diocese. This gets
right down to what it means to be an Episcopalian: our
tradition rests on the conviction that no congregation
stands alone, since we are all engaged in a witness and a
work that is larger than any individual congregation.
After the February meetings, the Mission Priorities
Task Force will gather again for a final session. Taking
into consideration your feedback, we will work to craft
a document to present to convention delegates when we
re-convene on May 7. If approved, this document will
be a guide both for the budget committee to make decisions about spending for 2012 and for us as a diocese to
determine where we will focus our time and talents over
the next few years. In other words, this document will be
the basis for an ongoing strategic planning process.
It is vital that this process be transparent and collaborative. The data and documents are posted on the diocesan website at www.diosohio.org, Mission Priorities. I
encourage you to spend time reviewing them so you can
be an informed participant in the process. May God bless
us as we continue on this journey together.

Bishop
Thomas E.
Breidenthal

February deanery meetings

Dayton/Northwest: Feb. 3, 7 p.m. @ St. Christopher’s, Fairborn
Scioto River Valley: Feb. 5, 3 p.m. @ St. Mary’s, Hillsboro
Hocking Valley/Northeast: Feb. 6, 3 p.m. @ Good Shepherd, Athens
Columbus: Feb. 8, 7 p.m. @ All Saints, New Albany
Miami River: Feb. 15, 7 p.m. @ Ascension, Middletown
Cincinnati East, West and Ohio River: Feb. 17, 7 p.m. @ St. Barnabas,
Montgomery
Vestries and convention delegates are expected to attend. All are invited.

Next steps

March-April: The Task Force reviews deanery responses, prepares a final
report on priorities and funding sources, including recommendations for
the 2012 budget. Final report will be submitted to Diocesan Council, the
Trustees of the Diocese and Bishop Breidenthal for approval. Meanwhile, a
Diocesan Council budget subcommittee develops proposals for a new mission share formula.
May 7: A Mission Priorities report comes before a reconvened diocesan convention at St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington (from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
Convention delegates vote whether to commend the report to the 137th
Convention, meeting in November 2011. Delegates also will vote on a new
Mission Share formula, which will provide the Budget Committee with the
mandate and the information it will need to develop a 2012 budget.
Summer: The Budget Committee will receive budget requests for 2012.
The committee will use the mission priorities report and new mission
share formula in develop a 2012 budget, which it will submit to Diocesan
Council for consideration.
November 11-12: The 137th Convention meets in Dayton to vote on 2012
budget.
January 1, 2012: A new budget, based on input from hundreds of diocesan leaders, goes into effect.
Learn more: Visit the diocesan website at www.diosohio.org/missionpriorities-process

When in Rome: Looking anew at ecumenism, baptism
Editor’s note: Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal taught for
a week in January in Rome as part of a course offered by
Virginia Theological Seminary. This sermon preached at
the end of the class by the Rev. Roger Ferlo, associate dean
at VTS, provides a window into the experience. Look for
Bishop Breidenthal’s reflections on his time in Rome in next
month’s Interchange.
I bring you greetings from my colleagues and students at
the Virginia Theological Seminary. My text is taken from
this morning’s psalm, in a slightly different translation than
the one we just prayed:
One thing I asked of the Lord, this will I seek after,
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his
temple.
My students and I have spent the last two weeks here
inquiring in many temples. We have had amazing opportunities in this city to meditate on the mystery of sacred space-- on
the difference between shrine churches and assembly halls,
on the significance of relics, on the numinous if sometimes
macabre power of saintly corpses -- on what it is exactly that
transforms a pile of pagan spolia and Roman brick into a
place where prayer has been valid. We have stood in awe in
the Lateran baptistery, slowly realizing that it was in this spot

that the sacrament of baptism, so long a furtive and forbidden gesture, could at last become a public act, a sacrament
rescued from hiding. “Here springs the fount,” the ancient
inscription reads,” by which the entire
earth is washed since from Christ’s
wound it takes its origin and source.”
And now we find ourselves in this
elegant oratory, with echoes of Mozart
embedded in its walls, an ancient room
converted by prayer and hard work
into a sanctuary for this transformative Caravita community. It is good
to be here in this week of prayer for
Christian unity. For me personally it Roger Felo
feels like a homecoming.
Our visits to these ancient churches, and to the Caravita
this morning, have been especially poignant for us Virginians.
Three months ago, almost to the day, on a brilliant fall afternoon, the seminary community, summoned by the clangor
of multiple fire alarms, gathered in shock and watched our
beloved seminary chapel consumed by fire in the short space
of 20 minutes.
It was a traumatic moment, but one learns in Rome that
time is a relative thing. Rome, after all, has seen its share of
fires, as Christians living in Nero’s time first discovered at
mortal peril. Our chapel was 129 years old, a quaint victorian
pile decorated in a rather eclectic style that might charitably

be described as evangelical Gothic. One hundred twenty-nine
years counts as ancient and hallowed in American terms. But
in Roman terms, that space of time is but the twinkling of an
eye. Churches in this city come and go every several hundred
years or so, as we have learned, built up on the ruins until
they become ruins themselves, only to be built up again, and
then again. Visiting Rome has given us considerable grist
for meditation when it comes to fires and their aftermaths.
Temples destroyed can be temples rebuilt, although as I left
Alexandria two weeks ago we were told to our chagrin that
rather than allow us to tear down the surviving walls and
build anew the city has insisted that we preserve the ruin as
a ruin and build a new temple elsewhere.
One thing I asked of the Lord, this will I seek after,
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his
temple.
Back in Virginia, we had a small head start on the
psalmist’s request. The week after the fire, it was my task
as minister of the week to organize the services of daily
Holy Communion in the seminary lounge, an elegant, highceilinged reception room adjacent to the seminary refectory.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Rome, continued from page 2
We cleared the hall of all its furniture, brought
in 150 chairs from elsewhere in the campus,
arranging them in choir fashion in facing rows.
We placed a lovely but faded oriental carpet in
the now empty center of the room. We dragged
in two large credenzas, linen on loan from a
local parish, cobbled together a miscellaneous
collection of chalices and patens and prayer
books, resolved to ignore the looming portraits
of dead Virginia bishops that stared down at
us from all four walls, opened the piano lid,
and there we had it, a new worship space that
liturgically looked and felt for all the world
like – well, like the Caravita!
So, as I say, it has been good for my little
band of Virginians to spend this time in Rome,
and now to be here this morning with all of you.
For one thing, we learned that churches built in
the 4th and 5th centuries, and now, thorough
your warm welcome, this very oratory, are as
much a part of our Christian birthright as our
evangelical chapel ever was. At the same time,
we have also come to appreciate the grace of
impermanence. Even witnessing all the pomp
and circumstance of a papal audience last week,
we have been struck by how transitory seeming permanence can be. We have renewed our
respect for the very Protestant principle that
temples must first be built in the heart, long
before you go digging about in the ground.
To be frank, visiting these Roman churches
has also made us more acutely aware of
our Reformed roots--aware of the things that
separate us from other Christians, especially
from our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters, not least of which is this table soon to be
laid before us. Paul was more than prescient
when he pleaded for unity among the fractious followers of Jesus in Corinth. “It has
been reported to me...that there are quarrels
among you, brothers and sisters.” Now there’s
an understatement. Imagine what Paul might
have thought about all of us. In what Cardinal

Kasper has rightly called our current ecumenical winter, Paul’s words stab deep. With Paul
we yearn for unity. Yet at the same time many
of us fear in our own congregations what perhaps the Corinthians feared in theirs in their
quest for unity – we fear being co-opted, or
absorbed, or belittled, or worse thing, perhaps,
just pitied and ignored.
But moments like this, and communities like this, challenge us to lay fear aside.
Thanks be to God that in the end, as Paul
knew, it’s our common baptism into Christ’s
death and resurrection that unites us, no matter
what branch of the Christian family we find
ourselves in, or no matter how many churchdividing stumbling blocks our theologians lay
before us. So it’s in that spirit, in the spirit of
what is Epiphany season for us, and what is
Ordinary Time for you, that I challenge all
of us gathered here together to consider our
common baptism, the one Christian thing we
are certain we share.
But be careful. The Spirit can be dangerous,
and our baptism in common can take us to
places we had not expected to go, especially
those of us determined to keep our denominational integrity intact. Ecumenism has been all
about a search for inclusiveness, a search for
the formula that will allow all of us, Protestant,
Anglican, Orthodox, Roman Catholic, to find
a common home, a temple where all can worship in safety. Baptism seems tailor-made
for this task, the ultimate symbol of Christian
inclusiveness.
But as my students learned this week, baptism is not necessarily a rite of inclusion, nor
perhaps should it be. In our sessions at the
Anglican Centre this week, we were challenged by our seminar leader, Bishop Tom
Breidenthal of Southern Ohio, to regard baptism not as a rite of inclusion but as a rite of
expulsion. I expect he was trying to shock
us with this word, and it worked. Embracing
our common baptism is not about finding a
peaceful center where we can all feel comfort-
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able and friendly and polite. To embrace our
common baptism is to allow the Spirit to blast
our centers apart. Jesus was baptized by John,
and immediately the Spirit expelled him into
the wilderness. Nicodemus wants to follow
Jesus, but to his horror he’s told he needs to
be expelled from the womb a second time.
Andrew and Peter, James and John, abandoned
the everyday world they knew, expelled by the
Spirit into the presence of this strange man
Jesus, following him even to Calvary, leaving
a puzzled and scandalized father Zebedee to
ponder his lonely fate in the dust of their sudden departure.
The baptized community is not about inviting people in, which is what our ecumenical
discussions try so hard to do, and to such
frustrating and feeble effect. Baptism is not
about widening the circle of insiders and
distinguishing them from outsiders. Baptism
makes us all outsiders, expelled from the
center to inhabit the margins, driven by the
Spirit out of our places of safety--whether it’s
our fishing boats or our churches--to make
common cause with the poor and the isolated,
the refugee and the captive. One reason we
may have entered an ecumenical winter is that
there has just been too much talk of safety, or
simply too much talk. Perhaps in this troubled
season we might just let the Spirit empty us
of churchy eloquence so that the cross, that
ultimate sign of expulsion, might be revealed
in all its power to save. Perhaps it’s time for
our churches in their ecumenical discussions
to stop jockeying for position at the foot of
the cross, and instead for the sake of all outsiders empty ourselves of our denominational
certainties so that the cross of Christ might
not be emptied of its power.
My prayer for all of us is that here in this
place, in this temple, at this table, we may
abandon our nets, leave our divisions aside, if
just for a moment, and embrace the outsider
in each of us, even now, especially now, in the
deep winter of our ecumenical discontent.

Fresh expressions: Focus on creating community
“I find that a lot of people happen to ‘stop by’ and talk
with me. I’m having conversations with people who wouldn’t
participants leave with concrete strategies to incorporate into
make an appointment for counseling at church but who feel
their churches.
comfortable in the coffee-shop culture,” he said.
“We know we’re losing ground, and there’s this handThe workshop, co-sponsored by Bexley Hall and Seabury
wringing about why this is happening – and what we can do
Western seminaries and funded in part by the Commission
to stop it,” said Johanssen. The workshop will allow parishon Congregational Life, aims to help congregations move
ioners to assess their own strengths as well as develop new
“from potential energy to kinetic energy,” said Johanssen.
strategies.
“Let’s start trying things with the courage that may fail – but
Denson will share some of his experiences as rector of
may not.”
The Rev. John Denson
a traditional congregation trying to move in new directions.
This shouldn’t be scary for churches, reassured Denson.
Some of his examples will focus on new practices for worship, but there
“If we can do this in Exeter, New Hampshire, a small, northern New
are many ways a congregation can embrace principles of emergent England town where religious practice is negligible, it’s the kind of thing
church.
you can do anywhere,” Denson said. “These are simple practices that
For example, Denson now has office hours twice a week at a local have the power to transform the culture of a congregation and change
coffee shop.
community.”
FROM PAGE 1
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Lay theologian: Talking about race

Actually, I’d rather talk about my dog. Or
maybe the root canal I had several years ago.
Pretty much anything else.
I grew up in a small town in the foothills
of the Arkansas Ozarks. It was a mono-racial
place, except for a family or two of Cherokee
from neighboring Oklahoma. I took sandwiches
to school on Hillbilly Bread. My high school
counselor occasionally told racist jokes, and my
football player buddies and I laughed – uneasily, I hope.
Like most white people, especially expatriate
Southerners, I am ashamed of the overt bigotry
that went on national display during the Civil
Rights Movement, when many middle-class
Americans had acquired TVs. I had not yet been
born during the earliest part of the movement.
Still, I would hate to think there is any residue
of that bigotry in my own psyche, somehow
lurking there beneath the surface.
I recently used the fitness room of a hotel
in South Bend, Ind., where I was giving a presentation later that morning. When I arrived for
my workout at about 6:45 a.m. on a Saturday,
there was only one other person there, a black
man using an elliptical trainer. Then I realized
I’d done it. If he’d been white, I wouldn’t

Dr. Don
Reed

have noticed his race.
I’d only have noticed I
didn’t know him. I hope
this is not significant.
I should check my
email again. Maybe take
the dog out.
The definition of racism we use in our diocesan anti-racism training has two parts: (1) a
sense of racial superiority and (2) the use and
protection of privileges gained on the basis of
race. What are the chances we can get helpful
conversations going about race, premised on
the idea that well-meaning white people very
well may be subconscious white supremacists?
Slim.
So when I’m assigned to lead that part of
the training, we take white supremacy off the
table. Let’s just look at the second part of the
definition. White Episcopalians in the Diocese
of Southern Ohio are not racists because we’re
not white supremacists. But do we take unfair
advantage of race-based privileges?
My sister-in-law sends me a Jeff Foxworthy,

“You might be a redneck if…” daily tear-off
calendar every year for Christmas. One of my
favorites is: you might be a redneck if you trim
dead limbs from trees in your front yard with
a rifle. The first time I saw that one, I thought,
great idea! Then I caught myself. However, I
have 11 dog-related ones magneted to the Don
section of our kitchen refrigerator.
In a now classic 1988 article, titled “White
Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack,”
Peggy McIntosh identified 26 ways white
people get benefits, in a predominantly white
society, based on their race: less surveillance,
products designed for members of our race,
the assurance that we’re not being devalued
because of our race, etc.
What red-blooded American wasn’t raised
to seek and defend competitive advantage? I
certainly was – if not by my parents, then by our
culture. You’d better get what you can get.
But if such benefits are unfairly denied others, and we take competitive advantage of that,
are we complicit in a system that denies the benefits to non-whites because of their race? And if
we are complicit in a discriminatory system, are
we accessories to racism even if not ourselves
perpetrators?

Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor of philosophy at
Wittenberg University.
Contact him at dreed@wittenberg.edu.

Absalom
Jones
honored

Luther Tucker Seminar gets
“Back to Basics”
The 30th Luther Tucker Seminar will be presented Feb. 4-5
at the Indian Hill Episcopal Presbyterian Church. The keynote
speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Walter Brueggemann, an internationally known and honored Biblical scholar and theologian. His topic
will be: “Back to Basics: Story/Crisis/Possibility." In a world that
too often leaves us feeling alone and lost,
God’s promise has the power to bring new
life and hope, even in the midst of despair.
Brueggemann also will preach at the 8 and
10:30 a.m. services on Feb. 6 and lead the
Adult Forum at 9:15 that morning.
Seminarians are well acquainted with
Brueggemann's numerous works and
scholarship beginning more than 40 years
ago and continuing through today. His hon- The Rev. Dr. Walter
ors, awards and professional involvements Brueggemann
are too numerous to list; from 2004-08
alone, he published nine books. If you would like a complete biography, please contact Gerri Straus at gerristrauss@aol.com.
The general public as well as members of other churches are
invited to hear Dr. Brueggemann speak. The program begins
Friday evening at 6 p.m., with dinner at 7 and the presentation at
7:30. The Saturday session begins with coffee and light pastries at
9 a.m., followed by a second presentation with Dr. Brueggemann.
After each of the presentations, time will be allotted for questions
and comments.
The Luther Tucker Seminar honors Luther Tucker, who was the
Episcopal rector for the Indian Hill Church for almost 40 years.
He founded the seminar, which covers topics of major social and
religious affairs.
Please resister by contacting the church at 513.561.6805. Cost
is $50 for Friday’s presentation, including dinner; and $25 for
Saturday’s presentation.

Fang (my Mastiff) is alternating right now
between barking out our den window at the
impertinent people next door, who are doing
something in their yard within sight of his territory, and being in my lap. Sometimes he just
puts his whole lower jaw, jowls and all, on my
typing right hand. Sometimes he’s fully in my
lap. Maybe it’s time to do something else. I
could check email again.
I read a joke when I was visiting my hometown early last August. We went by to see a guy
who had been a high school teacher-mentor for
my brother. He handed us the joke, printed from
a circulating email. He added, “Now, I wouldn’t
want you to think I’m one of those racist type
people.” We passed it around.
I was embarrassed, standing there in his Pro
Shop. Maybe I should have gotten in his face.
I smiled uncomfortably and wished hard the
moment would pass.
I need to leave that on the table a bit longer.
Fang, let’s go around the block.

Praise dancers perform at Christ Church Cathedral. They will again be a part
of the Absalom Jones service on Feb. 13.

Christ Church Cathedral, in conjunction
with the Diocese of Southern Ohio and
the Union of Black Episcopalians, will
offer a Festival Choral Eucharist, honoring the life and ministry of the Rev.
Absalom Jones on Feb. 13 at 4 p.m. A
reception will follow the service.
Born in 1746, Jones was the first
African-American priest in The
Episcopal Church. He was an abolitionist.
The service at the cathedral will
be a joyous celebration of music and
worship, featuring a mass choir with
members from throughout the Diocese
of Southern Ohio. Bishop Thomas E.
Breidenthal will be celebrant. Bishop
Bavi Edna "Nedi" Rivera, who is retired
from the Diocese of Olympia and now
serves as an assisting bishop for Southern
Ohio, will preach.
The cathedral is located at 318 East
Fourth Street (Fourth and Sycamore),
downtown Cincinnati. Parking will
available at the Queen City Club lot,
Fourth and Broadway, as well as on
the street. For more information, go to
www.christchurchcincinnati.org or call
513.621.1817.
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Church year and the garden: Consonance and dissonance
As a gardener, have you ever wondered why the church year is out-of-sync
with the garden year? Ardent gardeners trying to live into the church year frequently encounter conflicts between what the
church is calling us to do and what our gardens
are saying. How are we to celebrate the beginning of a new church year in Advent, when the
garden is dying? How are we to summon up the
reflection and penitence required for the observance of a holy Lent when the garden is bursting
into new life? And what do we do with all those
Sundays in “Ordinary time,” when the garden is
at its peak?
A workshop addressing these questions will be held at the Procter Center on
March 5, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., with lunch included. We will discuss the history
of the church year, the ways in which the church year appears to conflict with
the garden year, and the ways the two coincide. We will look at relevant Biblical
passages, especially from the Psalms. We will share measures we have found
for dealing with the dissonances and try to formulate additional strategies. The
workshop will be led by Pat Rugola, known as the “Plant Lady” of Clintonville
in Columbus.
Cost is $15. Register online at www.procter.diosohio.org

Dios Companions hosts Lenten retreat
Dios Companions, a fellowship committed to praying for and deepening
spiritual practices in the diocese, is hosting a Lenten retreat on March 17 at the
Transfiguration Spirituality Center in Glendale. Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal
will lead the retreat, entitled “A Better Word: Our Reconciliation with One
Another through the Cross of Christ.” The retreat will focus on the mystery of
the atonement, focusing on the power of the cross to reconcile us to one another.
Particular attention will be paid to Hebrews 12:24: “[You have come] to Jesus,
the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better
word than the blood of Abel.”
The day will include Morning and Evening Prayer as well as three meditations
and plenty of time for reflection. Cost is $15 and includes lunch.
Registration available online at www.diosohio.org, When Things Are > Events.

Lecture, workshop:With God on All Sides
Bexley Hall and Seabury Western seminaries are hosting a public lecture and
workshop exploring the theme, “With God on all Sides: Leadership in a Devout
and Diverse America.” The keynote speaker is Dr. Douglas Hicks, a professor
of leadership studies and religion at the University of Richmond in Virginia. An
ordained Presbyterian minister, Hicks is president-elect of the Academy of Religious
Leadership and a board member of the Virginia Poverty Law Center. His recent
books include: Money Enough: Everyday Practices for Living Faithfully in the
Global Economy; Global Neighbors: Christian Faith and Moral Obligation; and
Religion and the Workplace: Pluralism, Spirituality, Leadership.
The public lecture will be held from 4 to 5 p.m. on March 20 at St. Barnabas,
Montgomery, and a workshop from 10 a.m. 3 p.m. on March 21. For more
details, visit www.seabury.edu/events. To register, contact Susan Quigley at
847.328.9300 x 45 or susan.quigley@seabury.edu.

Catechesis offerings
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, a Christian Formation program for children
ages 3 -12 years old, offers a gift of wonder, exploration and inspiration.
Catechesis offers children tools to fall in love with God and remain in His love,
to acquire a moral foundation – a deep understanding of self and others, and to
bring children to the moment when they choose to follow Jesus. Using love as
a starting point, life is about choices, and one of the program goals is to help
children prepare to make those choices.
St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township, will offer a 10-week session, meeting on
Wednesdays, starting Feb. 9. The Level I class, for 3-year-olds to kindergarten,
runs from 4 to 5:30 p.m. The Level II and III classes, for children in first thru
sixth grades, runs from 6:30 to 8 p.m. The cost per session is $50 per child or
$100 per family. Scholarships are available.
Registration is required. Visit www.sainttimothys.com to find out more
and to register or contact Judy Gardner at children@sainttimothys.com or
513.474.4445.
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Common cents: Is there
money in your future?

We know that churches are generally exempt
from Ohio Sales Tax on goods and services purchased for nonprofit activities. Doubtless, we are
signed up with our local merchants and suppliers to
receive this exemption whenever possible. But wait!
There’s more.
A few years ago, I was advised to check my parish utility and phone bills to see if the Ohio Sales Tax
exemption was being applied. To make a long story
short, I learned that we had been erroneously paying
sales tax on our utility bills for many years. And we
became entitled to a refund of well over $1,100 from
the state of Ohio. And our physical plant isn’t close
to being the biggest one in the diocese.
How could we have made such a mistake? Easy.
Our utility billings were set up in 1952, when the
building was opened. Who knows what the laws on
sales tax collection were then? And in later years, it
simply never occurred to anyone to check the bills
for correctness.
The good news is that the state refunded the
money. The bad news is that Ohio has a four-year
statute of limitations on claims. Otherwise, I am sure
we could have collected five times as much, even
without interest or adjusting for inflation. But wait!
There’s more!
Later on, we changed our phone provider. Nobody
thought to tell them not to charge and remit Ohio
sales tax, and the clerk at the phone company never
thought to ask. I was not in on the deal, and by the
time I learned what had happened, we had erroneously paid an additional $250 in sales tax. We got it
back, but it should have never been collected.
So how do you find out if you are paying sales
tax in error on your utilities? Check all of your current utility bills. If Ohio sales tax is being charged, it
will be clearly shown. If you are paying sales tax on
utility services to your church building, contact the
applicable provider(s) and tell them to cease at once.
You might have to fill out forms and provide some
documentation for them. But remember, it’s your
money that’s being wasted.
Next, make copies of the bills in question for the
last four years.
Then get on the computer and follow these directions.
1. Visit Tax.Ohio.gov. This gets you to the Ohio
Department of Taxation’s “welcome” page.

Stengthen,
O Lord,
your servant
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal confirms a
member of Grace, College Hill, during a
recent visitation.

Jack
Flemming

2. Then click on “Get a Tax
Form”
3. Then click on “Sales &
Use” (located under Business
Taxes heading)
4. Then scroll down to
Form ST AR (Application for
Sales/Use Tax refund). Click
on “PDF” (at the far right).
5. Print this form. Note that
there are two pages.
Fill out the form fully and completely and follow
all directions, including providing copies of your
bills.
The reason for your claim (Question 6) is that
an erroneous payment was made to the vendor. On
Line 6-a, enter the grand total of the taxes collected
in error. The basis for the claim (Question 7) is that
you are not subject to the tax. Send two copies of the
application and one set of documentation material
to the Ohio Department of Taxation at the address
shown on the form. Be sure to keep copies of everything you send. It is my understanding that expenses
(including utilities) supporting profit-making activities, such as rental properties or business sidelines,
do not qualify for sales tax exemption.
Of course our public servants are nothing if not
objective. But it has been observed that government
entities sometimes show less alacrity in the refund
of money than in the collection thereof. So it might
be helpful to send your claim materials by Certified
Mail with a Return Receipt requested. And should
you not get satisfaction in about a month, you might
consider forwarding a gentle encouragement (again
by certified mail). When your money is on the line,
you must be vigilant. And it is better to have too
much documentation than too little.
I would not be surprised if our local churches
have collectively paid many thousands of dollars of
sales taxes in error. I have emphasized checking utility bills, but you should check all of your invoices
for erroneous collections. And in every case, you
need to contact the vendor and arrange that sales tax
no longer be collected in error.
Jack Flemming is a member of the diocese’s
Stewardship Commission. Contact him at LFLEMMIN@
columbus.rr.com..
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Proclaim our common faith

Come and see

By the Rev. John Bower
Interchange contributor

When I was about 4 or 5 years old in West Virginia,
the rector of the Episcopal Church across the street
invited my mother to send me to Sunday School.
No one in our household went to church much.
Nevertheless, my mother got me ready each Sunday
morning and sent me across the street. In that place, I
discovered some teachers who really seemed to like
me and treated me as a very special person. Oh, I did
question my mother sometimes about why I had to
go to church and she
didn’t. I got the usual
parental response for
the time, “Don’t do as
I do....”
I continued with this
Sunday routine without
much protest. I enjoyed
it and felt at home
there. As I got older, I
had become somewhat of a fixture in that place and
was able to provide some leadership for the younger
kids. But decision time came: to be confirmed or not
to be confirmed. The latter was essential to continued
youthful leadership, so I was duly baptized and confirmed, became an acolyte, and accustomed to adult
church.
One Saturday a couple of years later, my mother
and I were downtown shopping and stopped to have
lunch. We were joined by a couple who once lived
next door to us. They said they were going to take
instruction in the Episcopal Church. Would my mother like to join them? To my absolute astonishment,
she replied that she would. She joined the inquirers’
classes, and I went with her.
Before the date for her confirmation, my mother’s

employer transferred her to Chicago. A private confirmation was arranged one weekday, and the following
Sunday afternoon, she was on the train to Chicago
while I remained behind to live with an aunt’s family for the remainder of the school year. In Chicago,
she sought out the nearest Episcopal church. On her
first visit, she was invited to return by the rector and
several people whom she met. A couple of the women
even checked on her during the week. Eventually, she
found an apartment quite a distance away from that
church, but that was where we attended when I came
to town. It was my faith community until I began
ordained ministry.
The point of this little tale is that the two of us
became a part of the church, not because we lived
across the street and certainly not because we were
of the appropriate social standing (not even close),
but because someone took the trouble to invite each
of us into the community. I stayed close to two
of my Sunday School teachers all of their earthly
lives. My mother became a part of the life of the
parish that became the cathedral of the diocese.
She served her time on the Altar Guild and was
president of the Episcopal Church Women. I went
on to discover a vocation in the ordained ministry
of the church. All this because someone invited us
to “come and see!”
Perhaps you have come into this community of
faith because someone invited you. Perhaps your
life has been transformed also. Do you ever wonder
whose lives would be changed if you invited them
into the community that has enabled your walk with
Christ?

Moving forward
at Gabriel’s Place
Despite freezing temperatures and near
record snowfall this
winter, construction
continues at Gabriel’s
Place, the faith-based
community partnership in Avondale.
When completed,
the addition to the
former Parish House
will be home to a
community teaching
kitchen, where nearby
residents can learn
to cook fresh, healthy
food for their families.
A community garden
on the property will
provide the students
with fresh produce for
their recipes.

The Rev. John A. Bower is a member of the Evangelism
Commission. The commission is seeking tips and tools to
help people share their journey. Send your ideas to the
Rev. Alice Connor at aconnor@goodshepherd.com

My view: Poetry as means of therapy
By the Rev. Fred McGavran
Interchange contributor
One of the most popular activities in the care
units at Marjorie P. Lee Retirement Community
is singing. Nearly everyone can sing, although
many of us have less than perfect voices. Music
is also the most emotional art, inviting everyone
to enjoy the feelings and relive the associations
that music evokes.
The success of singing in engaging so many
people led me to think about reading poetry
aloud. Our residents grew up when people still
read or recited poetry aloud, and many had to
memorize poetry at school. Like music, poetry
offers residents an opportunity join in the program, to recall happy memories of family and
friends, and to participate emotionally in lives
beyond their own.
To test the idea, I put together a program of

19th century patriotic American poetry to read
in our memory unit. This poetry has rhyme,
rhythm, tells a story, and is often highly emotional. I knew that our residents loved to sing
patriotic songs like "America" and "My Country
‘Tis of Thee."
I selected Paul Revere’s Ride by Longfellow,
Ralph Waldo Emerson’s Concord Hymn, Oliver
Wendell Holmes’ Old Ironsides, John Greenleaf
Whittier’s Barbara Fritchie, and Walt Whitman’s
O Captain, My Captain. The reading was a great
success. Many residents knew some of the words
and recited along with me. We talked about
the stories in the poems. Because many of our
residents are women, I emphasized the role of
the heroic older American woman in Barbara
Fritchie, who risked her life for the flag after all
the men had fled.
To test the idea, try reading Joyce Kilmer’s The
Tree. Pause when you come to the most familiar
lines, and see if your listeners won’t say them for

you. You can find this and almost any other poem
you can think of online. Textbooks and anthologies available at any library are great resources.
It’s key that you pick poetry that you enjoy,
because you have to throw yourself into the reading. Nearly every resident has some hearing loss,
so it’s best to seat people around a table with those
with the poorest hearing next to you. Many times
you may want to stop as you read, explaining an
unfamiliar word or phrase, or read the poem a
second time.
Don’t be afraid of complicated poetry. Once
I read John Donne’s A Valediction Forbidding
Mourning in our memory unit. In this poem,
Donne tells his wife not to weep when he departs
on a foreign journey, because they are united in an
almost mystical love. When I finished reading the
poem, I asked what people thought about it. One
woman, who had never been married, said, “Do
you think he meant it?”
Another time I read Emily Dickenson’s I Taste

a Liquor Never Brewed, a wonderful poem about
a bee staggering through the air intoxicated by
nectar. The last line is “To see the little Tipper,
From Manzanilla come.” I asked if anyone knew
what Manzanilla was. One resident, who rarely
speaks, said, “It’s a Spanish wine.” That signaled
to me that he had heard and understood the poem
and was delighted to contribute to the group’s
enjoyment by telling us something we didn’t
know.
I don’t mean to imply that poetry is only for
people with memory problems. It works with
nearly everyone, as long as you love what you are
reading and use it to connect with your people. So
find some poems you love and try it.
The Rev. Fred McGavran is a deacon assigned
to Episcopal Retirement Homes. His awardwinning short story collection The Butterfly
Collector is available at amazon.com and
other online booksellers.

PRAY OUR common prayer

Clergy-lay team develops Lenten study guide
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
Four Southern Ohio priests and two laypeople have written a curriculum to equip congregations to apply Scripture,
prayer and home-grown case studies to their community
ministry.
Called “Where there is Despair, Hope,” the online curriculum provides five sessions ideal for congregational study
during Lent – or any time. The curriculum grew out of a
challenge by Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal to the ECSF
board to help churches root community ministry in Christian
formation.
“This guide does not provide an exhaustive study of the
issues,” the authors write in their introduction. “Nor is it a
‘how-to’ manual. Rather, it allows people to engage issues
of poverty in spiritual and prayerful ways. By taking poverty
out of the theoretical, abstract and intellectual realm, and by
emphasizing practical approaches, we hope the guide will
inspire folk to discern the particular ministries in their own
communities to which God may be calling them.”
The project grew out of the leadership of the Rev. Steve
Domienik, the Rev. Leslie Flemming and the Rev. John
Paddock in response to ECSF’s initiative to engage more
Episcopalians in using the Ohio Benefit Bank. This program
helps the working poor access financial aid and tax credits
that can be worth thousands of dollars. The original concept was to connect the mundane work of free tax prep to
Christian spirituality and neighbor-love.

Brainstorming,
the three decided
to expand the project to highlight
several issues and
offer churches mul
tiple examples of
engaging faith to
meet local needs.
They recruited the
Rev. Jane Gerdsen,
Maureen Boyles and
Gifford Doxsee as
co-authors.
Each session combines prayer, Bible
study, a Southern
Ohio case study and
a call to action. The first session invites participants to inform
themselves on the manifestation of poverty in their community. Subsequent sessions spotlight local Episcopalians’ work
to overcome hunger, aid the uninsured, provide free tax prep
and aid prisoner re-entry.
Each segment was written by a different author and flows
from passionate personal engagement in the human need
described. Flemming describes what moved her to draw
on faith as the foundation of advocacy for access to health
care:
“As I have become more sensitive to what Incarnation
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means, I believe we are body and soul woven together. I
believe the body is good. God was willing, out of love, to
inhabit a human body like ours, sanctifying our body.
“We are called to care for the body God has given us and
sanctified by the Incarnation. Lack of access to good health
care is the beginning of many social ills. Lack of prenatal
care, for example, is putting that new child at risk of lifelong
deficits.”
“As Episcopalians, we do a good job with worship,”
Flemming adds. “In Lent we’re asked to examine our whole
spiritual life: love of God and love of neighbor.”
“We’ve designed this to be flexible so that churches can
use the segments in a one-hour adult forum on Sunday or for
an evening Lenten study that could go for a couple of hours,”
says Paddock. Dayton churches have decided to use the curriculum for their deanery-wide Lenten study.
The authors took advantage of technology – conference
calls and e-mail – to erase the geographic distance from
Athens to Dayton. They relished the opportunity to work
together in this way and came up with a result that represents
the diverse experience of a far-flung diocese of rural, urban
and suburban communities.
The resulting curriculum combines many voices in a unified witness to the power of the Gospel to inspire Christians
to practical, life-giving compassion.
Download the free curriculum, plus pertinent
diocesan resolutions passed in 2008 and 2010, at
www.ecsfsouthernohio.org

Lenten School offers reflection, camaraderie
By Deborah Parker
Interchange contributor

Burning
of the Greens
Clergy and laity of the Cincinnati West Deanery
gathered at St. Stephen’s to celebrate the Feast of
the Epiphany.
After the service, the group
processed to
a side yard,
where they
engaged in
an old English
tradition,
Burning of the

Sharing conversation, worship and
new spiritual insights are hallmarks of
the annual Columbus Deanery Lenten
School. What better way to observe a
holy Lent than by gathering as a community to read and meditate on God’s
holy Word?
Lenten school brings a diverse
group together to interact and worship,
and not be as parochial, said the Rev.
Cricket Park, assistant rector at St.
Patrick’s, Dublin.
“Worship is always at the center,” said
the Rev. Richard Burnett, dean of the
Columbus Deanery and rector of Trinity,
Columbus. “We hear other preachers
and pray together.” There are benefits to
physically going to another parish and
spending time in these places.
Burnett said that the school is an
opportunity for study, prayer, self-denial and reflection. It is an invitation, for
those in the deanery and beyond, to a
deeper relationship with each other in
Christ. The school restores as well as
encourages creativity.
The program varies every year, and
participants can opt for sessions that

If you go

Those interested in participating in
worship, or attending, should contact
the Rev. Cricket Park at cbpark@aol.
com or 614.766.2664. St. Patrick’s
is located at 7121 Muirfield Drive,
Dublin. Registration information will
be posted later this month on the
diocesan website at www.diosohio.
org. Worship begins at 6:30 p.m., followed by refreshments, with the hourlong classes beginning at 7:30 p.m.
Watch the diocesan website for
weekly videos about the Columbus'
Lenten school.
run two or four consecutive Tuesday
nights. This year’s dates are March 15,
22, 29 and April 5. Past schools offered
courses including “New Light for the
City” on urban ministry and “Messiah
Means Oily Head: What Do We Mean
When We talk About the Christ.”
Other options related to church history,
Anglican theology, interfaith perspectives, art and social justice. Book studies, such as a discussion around the
book “The Last Week,” round out some
of the selections.
A different parish from the Columbus

Deanery hosts the school each year.
St. Mark’s, Columbus, St. John’s,
Worthington, and St. Matthew’s,
Westerville, are recent churches that
have opened their doors. St. Patrick’s,
Dublin, will be the host site in 2011.
When people gather at a deanery
event, they are exposed to divergent
points of view, said the Rev. Stephen
Smith, rector of St. Patrick’s. This opens
up thinking and may spark energetic
conversation. The session he submitted for the upcoming school is “King
David – Saint or Sinner.” The school is
an opportunity for presenters to try out
a new approach or reach a wider audience with a formation program that was
successful at the parish level.
The Lenten School adapts and grows
in response to suggestions. This year,
for the first time, graduates of the Lay
Preaching initiative have been invited
to serve as the preachers during the
opening worship, providing new perspectives for both clergy and laity.
In the Great Litany we chant for God
“to endue us with the grace of thy Holy
Spirit to amend our lives according to thy
Holy Word.” Lenten School is a joyful,
community-wide way to live into that call
during a time of restoration.
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First comes love, Then
COMES marriage, then …
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Frank and Lynn
Carter-Edmands

ordination

Columbus. Frank retired a few years ago but serves as priest-in-charge at
Trinity, London.
At General Theological Seminary in New York City, they had to
navigate their sense of competition and ego. At one point, both were
considered for election as head sacristan. When Frank was elected, others
wondered how Lynn would react.
By then, she said, “we were able to embrace each other’s gifts and
celebrate each other’s triumphs.”
The couple, who will celebrate their 30th wedding anniversary in May,
made a decision before entering seminary that their first vocation was
their marriage.
“We’re of the mind that God wouldn’t call us to one vocation to break
down another,” said Lynn. “It’s difficult to be in the same vocation, to
be different and to be received differently and still be OK with that. But
we both knew we would say no to the ordination and continue to say yes
to the marriage, if it came down to that. That was the deal. And we still
operate that way.”
They take the same Sabbath day – and rarely let
work interfere, said Frank.
“Our vocations can run 24-7, so we realize how
important it is to have some personal time together,” said Frank. “We are deliberate about spending
time together without church.”

Speaking the same language

Paula Jackson
and Daniel Watson

Trusting God

Friends tease the Rev. Paula Jackson, rector of Our Saviour, Mount
Auburn, and her husband, the Rev. Daniel Watson, a Presbyterian pastor.
“Sometimes people look at us and says, ‘You have no social life. You
have no life,” said Paula, who married Dan in 1975. “But we like our life.
We love what we do.”
Saturday nights are sermon workshop time. And when one spouse
drives, the other reads the lectionary aloud.
Being the child of a Baptist pastor, Paula knew intimately the dynamics
of clergy families.
“If you’re both pastors, there is hardly any way to keep work from following
you around. I knew that long before we got married,” she said. “I grew up with
it so I knew what I was getting into when I said yes to the call.”
As for advice for clergy families, Jackson said, “I learned by observing my
mother. What saved her – what saved our family – was her wicked sense of
humor – which of course, parishioners never saw. She taught me that you can’t
take yourself too seriously. That God is going to get the job done one way or
another.”

“It never occurred to us that we wouldn’t be serving together,” said Sallie.
“It meant that for the first time in our married life, we wouldn’t be worshipping
together. Personally, I still find that hard.”
Diana and Fred Shirley also struggle with their separate worship schedules.
Both ordained deacons in 2006, Diana serves All Saints, New Albany, while
Fred is at St. Matthew’s, Westerville.
When they were in deacons’ school, they were able to discuss books and
papers together, offering honest critiques out of love. Today they still brainstorm
and share ideas but they miss being with one another in worship.
“We knew we would be split up after ordination and assigned to different churches,” said Diana. “But the reality is very hard. We were used to
being together in church, and there’s an intimate, loving relationship that
comes from sitting side-by-side for worship.”

Honoring each other
Within a few years of her ordination as a deacon, Sallie believed that
she was being called to the priesthood. One of the first questions that the
discernment committee asked is how Dick would respond to a perceived
power differential – one spouse as priest, the other as deacon.
“That’s never been an issue for us,” said Sallie.
“These are different orders with different responsibilities that complement each other and round each other
out. One isn’t better or more important than the other.”
In many ways, the challenges faced by clergy
couples are similar to any couple, especially when
both spouses work.
“Marriage requires give and take and flexibility,”
said Sallie, now priest-in-charge in Ironton. “The balance is always going to be shifting. If you’re committed to your marriage and committed to honoring the
other person, then you’ll make it work, not without
some tears and trials, but it will certainly work.”
It’s been a wonderful experience, add the Shirleys.
“We’re able to support one another and talk about what’s going in our
churches,” said Diana.
And, “we work hard to stay in tune with each other,” said Fred. “To
make sure that there’s a strong sense of trust.”

“We’re of the mind that God wouldn’t call us to one vocation to break
down another. It’s difficult to be in the same vocation, to be different and
to be received differently and still be OK with that. But we both knew we
would say no to the ordination and continue to say yes to the marriage, if it
came down to that. That was the deal. And we still operate that way.”
- The Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands

The Rev. Bruce Smith, assistant rector at St.
Mark’s, Upper Arlington, and his wife, the Rev.
Susan Warrener Smith, also lifted up the importance of spending non-church together.
When both spouses are in the ministry, “one of
you is at church meetings most nights,” said Bruce,
who was ordained in 2000. Susan, a Presbyterian pastor ordained in 1995,
retired in 2009.
Still, he said, the benefits far outweigh the challenges. They both work
to be active in the lives of their respective congregations. And each can
empathize with the other about workplace stresses, Bruce said.
“If I have something I need to unload about, she understands completely,” said Bruce.
For Brian and Amy Turner, this ability to integrate their vocations with
their marriage is a gift.
“Sitting at a bedside with a husband who’s trying to figure out whether
to pull life support on his wife of 50 years is not something that most
people have experienced,” said Amy, who serves as a hospital chaplain in
the Diocese of Virginia. “But I have a husband who understands that, and
we talk about it. We’re able to speak the same language.”
They also can carpool together for diocesan meetings and share sermon
ideas.
However being a clergy couple adds a challenge to the job hunt. After
graduating from seminary last spring, they both started looking for positions. Brian received a call first to serve as assistant rector at Trinity,
Fredericksburg.
“We’ve already decided,” said Brian. “The next job search will be for
Amy.”

Whole new conversation
As a child, Sallie Schisler organized the neighborhood kids into playing church – and she served as the priest. But her early calling to ordained
ministry didn’t reach fruition until decades later, after having married,
raised a family and enjoyed a successful career in corporate marketing
and communications.
In the late 1990s, she and her husband, Dick, started talking about the vocational diaconate, and in 1999, they started together in deacons’ school.
“A lot of times when children grow up and leave home, couples suffer
from an empty nest,” said Sallie. She and Dick celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary last year. “Suddenly, with deacons’ school, we had a whole new
conversation going on in our relationship.”
Despite different study habits – Sallie rushes to the computer to get started
while Dick mulls over an assignment over for days, they spent hours talking
about matters of faith, and as a result, their relationship deepened.
When they were ordained together as deacons, they both cried and served
communion at the same station to their family and friends.
What the Schislers didn’t anticipate is being assigned to different congregations
after ordination. Dick was assigned to their home parish, All Saints, Portsmouth,
while Sallie was assigned to Christ Church, Ironton, about 30 minutes away.
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Dick and Sallie
Schisler

Followers of Christ
Roger Greene already had been been a priest for seven years, when his
wife Nancy Hopkins Greene took her ordination vows as a priest. At first,
they had a strict ground rule: They would never work together.
But when St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township, wanted to expand its clergy
staff, the couple decided to try working together for one year. That year turned
into nine. Roger served as rector, while Nancy was the part-time assistant.
“The key for us was to have very distinct responsibilities and not comingle anything,” said Roger, who has been married to Nancy for 30
years. “It’s enough to co-manage life. It would be too mixed-up trying to
manage the life of the congregation as well.”
Eventually, Nancy took a year off and then accepted a part-time position on the staff of Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park.
Even though they rarely see each other on Sundays and other holy
days, “we learn a lot from each other,” said Roger. “Sometimes I take it
for granted the fact that we’re in this together. This discipleship journey is
something we do together, not just as priests but as followers of Christ.”

Fred and Diana
Shirley
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Joyce Robinson, organist/pianist/music director
at St. Philip’s, Columbus, will be honored during the City of Columbus’ Black History Month
celebration. “Making History Today: Celebrating
Special African-American Women Who Have Made
a Difference in Our Community” will recognize six
outstanding women who have contributed significantly to Columbus and surrounding communities.
This event is free and will take place on Saturday,
Feb. 19 at 2 p.m. at the Lincoln Theatre. Why not
stop by and congratulate Joyce for this great honor?
“Second Language,” a poem by the Rev. Noel
Junes-Dehner, was published in the February issue
of Sojourner magazine.
Beth Bailey, daughter of the Rev. David and Molly
Bailey, currently a junior at Denison University, will
be studying at the University of Jordan in the Middle
East for her spring semester. She will be studying
Arabic language and culture in Amman, Jordan.

Columbus
A St. Valentine’s Day Bake-Off will be held at Trinity, Columbus, on Sunday, Feb. 13,
following the 10:30 a.m. service. The suggested donation for the event is $5. Each ticket
holder is eligible to sample all the desserts and to select the “Best of Taste” winner. For more
information, call the church at 614.221.5351.
The choir of St. Mark’s, Columbus, will join forces with the choir of St. Joseph
Cathedral, Columbus, accompanied by organ and brass, in a Hymn Festival led by
renowned composer Richard Webster. Performances will be held Sunday, Feb. 13 at 3 p.m.,
at the cathedral, located at 212 East Broad Street and also for Evensong at St. Mark’s on
Sunday, March 6 at 4 p.m. St. Mark’s is located at 2151 Dorset Rd, across from the Upper
Arlington Public Library. Call the church at 614.486.9452 for more information.
Got cabin fever? February Summer Fest will be held at All Saints, New Albany on
Sunday, Feb. 13, from 4 to 6 p.m. Join the parish for food, fellowship and fun for the
whole family. They’ll be grilling outside just like any other summer-time picnic – no word
on whether they will make you eat outdoors. For more information, call the church at
614.855.8267.

Dayton
The calligraphy of Frances Baile will be featured in an exhibit at St. Paul’s, Oakwood,
Feb. 12-19. Baile, who skillfully illuminated the book The Windows of St. Paul’s in 1983,
was recently inducted into the National Hall of Fame for Artisans. The exhibit will include
original hand-drawn pages from the book, as well as illuminated scriptures and other
works. A special feature in the exhibit includes pages from a second, unpublished book
featuring windows installed after the first book was published. Exhibit hours are 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. each day except Sunday, Feb. 13, when the exhibit will only be open one hour
before and after the 9:30 a.m. service. For more information about the exhibit, call the
church at 937.293.1154.

Miami River
The second St. Anne Chili Cook-off and Family Game Night will be held Saturday, Feb.
26 at 6 p.m. at St. Anne’s, West Chester. Join the parishioners of St. Anne’s for a night of

food and fun. Prizes will be awarded to the top chili entered and to game winners. The feature game of the night will be “Are You Smarter than a Fifth Grader,” using St. Anne’s own
fifth graders. For more information or to enter your chili in the contest, contact the church at
513.779.1139.

Northwest
Parishioners at St. Paul, Greenville, utilized the Greenville Transit system bus instead of
driving individual cars as they went Christmas caroling at the homes of shut-in parishioners
and several area nursing homes. In addition to the benefit of no parking problems, everyone
was able to enjoy the fellowship of being together as they went about town. After caroling,
everyone returned to the church for sandwiches and snacks in front of a cozy fire.
The Mile of Pennies ingathering at Christ Church, Springfield, in January was extra
special as the congregation completed the collection of their tenth Mile of Pennies. The Mile
of Pennies Fund was established in 1988 by the Church Periodical as a way to raise funds to
fulfill grant requests for books and religious materials for children. A mile of pennies – the
number of pennies, end to end, that it takes to cover one mile – is 84,480 or $844.80.

Ohio River
Children at Calvary, Clifton, were treated to a special Godly Play lesson for Epiphany,
featuring the book The Glorious Impossible, by noted children’s author Madeline L’Engle.
A lifelong Episcopalian, L’Engle wrote the text and chose the pictures for The Glorious
Impossible, a compilation of frescoes from a chapel in Siena, Italy, that portray the life of
Jesus. The book presents the story of our Lord’s Nativity, and the Godly Play lesson ties the
lessons of the Annunciation, the Visitation, the Nativity, the Presentation, the Adoration of the
Magi, the Massacre of the Innocents and the Flight to Egypt to the beautiful pictures depicting each part of the story.
Christ Church Cathedral collected more than $2,100 as a freewill offering for the
Anna Louise Inn at its December presentation of the play, “Hildegard of Bingen and the
Living Light.” The Anna Louise Inn, located near the Cathedral in downtown Cincinnati,
in a historic building donated by Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Taft and named for their daughter
Anna Louise, has provided safe and affordable housing for single women since 1909. The
Cathedral has a long history of ministry to the Inn and its residents.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters , websites and Facebook pages and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person
listed or the congregation. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202. Not
mass mailing your newsletters anymore? Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to jmurray@diosohio.org and rthompson@diosohio.org.

Common Ministry: Resources

CALENDAR

February

March

3 – Diocesan Mission Priorities meeting
for Dayton and Northwest deaneries at St.
Christopher’s, Fairborn, 7 p.m.
4-6 – School for Ministry meets at Camp
Mowana in the Diocese of Ohio. Contact:
Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext. 136.
5 – Anti-Racism training at Procter
Center, 9 a.m. Contact: Debby Stokes at
614.933.8715.
5 – Safe Church training at St. Thomas,
Terrace Park, 9 a.m. Register online at
diosohio.org or contact Geri McDaniel at
800.582.1712. Contact: the Rev. Darren
Elin at 513.831.2052.
5 – Diocesan Mission Priorities meeting
for Scioto River Deanery at St. Mary’s,
Hillsboro, 3 p.m.
6 – Diocesan Mission Priorities meeting
for Hocking Valley and Northeast deaneries at Good Shepherd, Athens, 3 p.m.
8 – Diocesan Mission Priorities meeting
for Columbus Deanery at All Saints, New
Albany, 7 p.m.
9 – Commission on Congregational Life
meets at Procter Center, 9 a.m. Contact:
Jane Dupke Curry at 800.582.1712.
10 – Fresh Start meets at Procter Center,
9:30 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Anne
Reed at 800.582.1712.
12 – Lay Preacher training at Procter
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon
Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
12 – Emergent Church workshop at
Procter Center, 10 a.m.
15 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.
15 – Diocesan Mission Priorities meeting
for Miami River Deanery at Ascension,
Middletown, 7 p.m.
17 – Procter Commission meets at Procter
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Craig
Foster at 614.940.6274
17 - Advisory Committee on
Compensation and Resources meets at
Procter Center, 1:30 p.m. Contact: Jon
Boss at 513.761.2630.
19 – Diocesan Council meets at Procter
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Leslie
Flemming at 740.517.2143.
21 – Diocesan offices closed for
President’s Day.
22 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.
26 – Clergy Day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. No
cost but register at www.diosohio, Events.

1 – Parochial reports due
4 – Celebration of New Ministry for
the congregation of St. George’s,
Washington Twp. and the Rev.
Benjamin Phillips, 7 p.m.
5 – Mission Priorities Task Force meets
at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact:
David Robinson at 800.582.1712.
5 – The Church Year and the Garden
Year: Consonance and Dissonance
at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Cost $15.
Register at www.procter.diosohio.org.
Contact: Pat Rugola at pfrugola@att.
net.
8 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.
10 – Fresh Start meets at Procter
Center, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Anne Reed at 800.582.1712.
11-13 – School for Ministry meets at
Camp Mowana. Contact: Kay Sturm at
800.582.1712.
16 - Commission on Congregational
Life meets at Procter Center,
9 a.m. Contact: Jane Dupke Curry
at 800.582.1712.
17 – DioS Companions Lenten
retreat at Transfiguration Spirituality
Center, 10 a.m. Register at diosohio.
org. Contact: the Rev. Linda Young at
513.602.9684.
17 – Episcopal Appalachian Ministries
commission meets at Procter Center,
10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Leslie
Flemming at 740.517.2143.
17 - Advisory Committee on
Compensation and Resources meets at
Diocesan House, 1:30 p.m. Contact:
Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
19 – Lay Preacher training at Procter
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
22 – Affirmative Aging Commission
annual luncheon and presentation of
St. Simeon and St. Anna awards at
Procter Center, 11 a.m. Retired clergy
meeting with Bishop Breidenthal after
luncheon. Contact: the Rev. Bruce
Smith at stmarksassistant@ameritech.
net
22 – Executive staff meets at Procter
Center, 2 p.m.
26 – Common Ministry teams at
Procter Center. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
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Rest in peace
Bob Martin, a retired priest who began his ministry in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio, died Jan. 11, five days shy of his 90th birthday.
A Harvard graduate, he served in the Army Air Corps during World War
II as a B-24 pilot and received the Distinguished Flying Cross and five
Air medals. He was ordained in 1951 and served as rector of St. Luke’s,
Marietta and vicar of St. Christopher’s, Fairborn, in the 1950s. During his
ministry, he also served on the staff of the Presiding Bishop and retired in
1986 as the dean of the Cathedral of St. Paul, Erie, Penn.
Survivors include his children, Robert C. Martin III, Janet Martin Lewis
and Dorothy Anne Martin Watkins; as well as grandchildren, and other family
members.
Don Hastings, a retired priest of the Diocese of Rhode Island who lived
in Cincinnati, died on Jan. 2. He was 68.
Bishop Edward Neufville II, the retired bishop of the Episcopal Church
of Liberia, died on Jan. 10 in South Carolina. He was 74. Bishop Jonathan
B.B. Hart, who was elected in 2008 after Bishop Neufville’s retirement,
sent a pastoral letter to the people of his diocese, asking them to keep in
prayer the bishop’s widow, Louise, their children and family.
Ruth Johanssen, the mother of the Rev. Canon John Johanssen, died
Jan.2. She was 87. An elementary school teacher for more than 20 years,
she also enjoyed weaving beautiful tapestries and gardening. She and her
husband performed with the Toledo Symphony Chorale. Memorials may
be sent to Grace Lutheran Church, 4441 Monroe Street, Toledo, 43613.

Transitions
The Rev. Derrick Fetz has accepted a call to serve in the Diocese
of Western Massachusetts. His last day is Feb. 27 as vicar at St. Mary
Magdalene, Maineville.

Of note
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has appointed the Rev. Dick
Schisler, Ariel Miller and Debby Stokes as the diocese’s representatives to Province V. They will attend meetings and participate in the
governance and decision-making of the province. They also are among
the eight General Convention deputies for Southern Ohio.

February
6
13
20
27

VISITATIONS

Bishop Breidenthal 		
Bishop Breidenthal 		
Bishop Breidenthal 		
Bishop Breidenthal 		

St. Margaret’s, Trotwood
St. Patrick’s, Lebanon
St. Andrew’s, Cincinnati
St. Mary’s, Hillsboro

March
6
13
20
27

Bishop Breidenthal 		
St. Mary Magdalene’s, Maineville
Bishop Rivera 		
All Saints, Portsmouth
Bishop Breidenthal 		
St. Francis’, Springboro
Bishop Breidenthal 		
St. John’s, Columbus
Bishop Price 		
St. Peter’s, Delaware
Bishop Breidenthal and Bishop Price at House of Bishops
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COMMON MINISTRY

NEWS NOTES

Celebration of ministry

A group of merry, loving friends filled a Cincinnati reception hall to overflowing Jan. 9
to celebrate the ministry of the Rev. Debbie Gamble on her retirement. They represented
the many Cincinnati constituencies she has served in her career as teacher, school counselor, lay leader, priest and pastor.
“It was a wonderful
mosaic of our diocesan
family - mixing people
of diverse races, social
and economic standing,
orders within ministry,
faiths, ages and sizes,
gathered to give thanks
for the ministry of a true
sister in Christ,” says the
Rev. Jeff Bunke, rector of
St. Anne’s, West Chester,
whose parishioners prepared and served scrumpFriends and fellow clergy pray with the Rev. Deb Gamble at her
tious food.
retirement party last month.
Ordained in the early
1990s, Gamble has served as chaplain at Bethany School and then as vicar at St. Philip’s,
Northside. Gamble guided that congregation through the transition of selling their aging
sanctuary in 2006 and moving their worship to the living room of CAIN, an ecumenical
emergency assistance program. Gamble retired on disability because of back problems
and underwent another surgery in January. At the celebration, fellow clergy and her
friends laid on hands to pray for a successful surgery.

Renowned Concordia Choir to perform
The Concordia Choir of Moorhead, Minn., will perform at Christ Church Cathedral
on Feb. 27, at 5 p.m. Considered one of the premier undergraduate a cappella
ensembles, the 72-voice choir has performed in nearly every major concert hall in the
United States, including Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center. It
also has toured extensively throughout Europe and was featured on a BBC broadcast.
Dr. René Clausen is the third conductor in the choir’s illustrious history, assuming the
role in 1986. As a composer, he has written more than 100 commissioned works, which
are distributed by seven publishers.
“We are very pleased and excited to give the members of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio and the Greater Cincinnati community this extraordinary opportunity to hear this
remarkable choir,” says Stephan Casurella, the cathedral’s director of music. The concert
will be presented to the community at no charge, but a freewill offering will be taken for
Children’s Creative Corner. This non-profit organization, based in East Clifton, provides
free art programming in the evening for youth age 4 to 14.

Cathedral hosts organ concert
Nathaniel Gumbs will be the featured organist at a free performance on Feb. 20 at 5
p.m. at Christ Church Cathedral. The concert is offered as part of the cathedral’s 2010-11
organ recital series on third Sundays October through May.
A native of the Bronx, New York, Gumbs is a graduate of Shenandoah Conservatory
of Shenandoah University in Winchester, Virginia, where he received an Excellence in
Organ award while completing his Bachelor of Music degree in organ performance.
Currently, Gumbs is a candidate for a Master of Music degree in organ performance at
Yale University, Institute of Sacred Music, in New Haven, Conn. He was the conference
organist for the 2009 Hampton Ministers’ Conference in Hampton, Va., and received both
the Service Playing and Colleague Certifications from the American Guild of Organists.

Music Live at Lunch
Christ Church Cathedral hosts a weekly, free concert on Tuesdays at 12:10 p.m.
Patrons may bring their lunch or buy one at the cathedral for $5.
Performances for the Music Live at Lunch performances include: Feb. 8, Katherine
Schram, a soprano; Feb. 15, students from the University of Cincinnati’s CollegeConservatory of Music Classical Guitar Studio; and Feb. 22, the Walnut High School
Choir, conducted by Lisa Peters.
Christ Church Cathedral is located at 318 East Fourth Street, downtown Cincinnati.
For more information, call 513.621.1817.

ECW news:
Conferences, advocacy
By the Rev. Irene Miller Radcliff
Interchange contributor

The Diocese of Southern Ohio’s Episcopal Church Women will host the Province V ECW
Annual Meeting May 13-15 in Columbus. All are welcome to attend.
The theme for the meeting is “Lifting Our Voices in Prayer, Love & Service,” with the Rev.
Barbara Crafton as the keynote speaker.
The local ECW Board is busy planning for this event, which usually attracts 85-90 women –
and a few men. Even though the board has completed a large part of the planning, there is more
to do. Assistance is needed with advertising, program booklet ads, hospitality and registration.
If you are interested in taking on a short-term commitment that brings the opportunity to meet
and work with a diverse, interesting group of women, contact the Rev. Irene Radcliff.
In addition to the province meeting, the board is planning this fall’s diocesan gathering of
ECW. Watch for more detailed information on the diocesan website, www.diosohio.org

A Season of Prayer for Sudan
Last year, Episcopal Church Women throughout the world answered the call of Presiding
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori for a “Season of Prayer” for Sudan and joined others in praying for peace in Sudan. Last month, the people of Southern Sudan held a week-long vote on a
referendum, initiated by many years of conflict, to secede from Northern Sudan. It is important
to continue the “Season of Prayer” and praying for peace in Sudan.

ECW resources
The film Pray the Devil Back to Hell is an historic account of the courageous Christian and
Muslim women coming together, risking their own lives to end the many years of conflict and
violence in Liberia. The non-violent actions of the women ended the civil war, ended the reign
of a dictator and brought about change and peace. Pray the Devil Back to Hell is a must-see for
anyone interested in non-violent change, peace and mission.
Want to start a new chapter of Episcopal Church Women? Request an information packet with
sample bylaws, instructions on reorganizing an existing group and helpful hints in getting started.
For more information, contact board president, the Rev. Irene Miller Radcliff at 614.267.2145
or imradcliff@yahoo.com. Visit the ECW online at www.ecwdso.diosohio.org

Technology assists transitions
Between now and Easter, all clergy in the Episcopal Church, who are
interested in pursuing new positions using the church-wide resources,
should complete a newly developed online Clergy Portfolio. Since the
early 1980s, computers have been used to facilitate the movement of
clergy throughout the Episcopal Church. With the advent of Facebook
and other social networking computer-based resources, the forms used
in the church became seriously outdated and cumbersome. At the
October Clergy Day, the clergy in the Diocese of Southern Ohio were
introduced to the new Clergy Portfolio, and encouraged to begin completing it. The old system will be taken ‘off-line’ as of Easter 2011.
A companion piece for churches seeking clergy has also been The Rev. Canon
developed, the Community Portfolio. As churches and clergy in Anne Reed
Southern Ohio engage the search process, both parties are expected to
complete the new porfolio format. One of the interesting features of both is a series of eight
questions regarding the experiences of both congregation and clergy. This essay feature
seems to have had an impact already on what has been considered a traditional search. With
writing samples already provided through these eight questions, the Search Committee has
an opportunity to know more about the clergy person earlier in the process.
Another way in which technology is influencing the search process occurs with the
opportunity to engage in web-based interviewing. The telephone interview is increasingly
being cast aside in favor of a web-cam interview through Skype or some other system.
These interviews may have particular set-up issues but also can provide an opportunity to
introduce a priest to a search committee earlier in the process.
Transition lasts from the time a rector or priest-in-charge announces his/her departure to
a year or two into the new cleric’s tenure. If your congregation is in the midst of a transition,
or you find you are beginning one, please contact the Rev. Canon Anne Reed, canon for
mission, at areed@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712.

DRINK THE COMMON CUP
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Military reunions offer “sermons in action”
By the Rev. Mike Kreutzer
Interchange contributor
One after another, the three buses pulled into the parking
lot of St. Mark’s, Dayton. With help from the drivers, 90 men
and women emerged. Most of them were elderly, in their 80s
and 90s. Several were helped into wheelchairs. Many others
used walkers. One woman quipped, “You’ve probably never
seen so many of us old people in one place in your life!”
Slowly they entered the sanctuary and took their seats.
They were the veterans and the
spouses of veterans from the 490th
Bombardment Group. In the years –
sometimes in the months – following
their high school graduations, they had
borne a weight that they probably could
not have comprehended. They had been
trained and sent to England, from which
they embarked on providing air support for such historic endeavors as the
Allied invasion of Normandy and the
The Rev. Mike Kreutzer
Battle of the Bulge. Some of those in
attendance had been prisoners of war; a few had escaped
the prison camps and, relying on their training and their
wits, made their way back to friendly soil. All of them had
lost many dear friends in the conflict. They came this day to
honor those who had died and to see each other, perhaps for
the last time.
As a volunteer chaplain, this is one of more than 20
reunion groups that I have been privileged to serve. Most of
the reunions have taken place in the Memorial Garden at the
National Museum of the United States Air Force, just two
miles from St. Mark’s. The museum hosts about 100 such
gatherings a year. Despite its large collection of aircraft, its
spotlight is not on the planes themselves: the hardware serves
only as background for the real focus. As the museum’s
former and current directors always remind those gathered,
the people are the real focus. Adopted several years ago, the
museum’s motto is “We are the keepers of their stories.”
And what amazing stories they are!
Over these past few years, I have had the great honor of
praying with these amazing people and of learning first-hand
of their sacrifices on our behalf, and on behalf of the world.
At the same time, I have been awed by their “sermons in
action,” in which they have professed their faith, served
those in need, risked their own lives and witnessed to God’s

Veterans and spouses of the 317th Veterans Group gathered in
Dayton in the fall for a reunion. The Rev. Mike Kreutzer served as
a chaplain for the group.
healing love in the world. They have been not only warriors
but also makers of peace. Let me share with you just two of
their stories.
One October afternoon, I served as chaplain for the 2nd
Schweinfurt Memorial Association. The group was marking
the anniversary of the day a large contingent of Allied bombers attacked the vitally important German ball-bearing factories in the city of Schweinfurt. More than 60 B-17s and more
than 600 men never returned home. The day became known
in military history as “Black Thursday.” For years, the survivors held an annual memorial for their fallen comrades.
Then, one year, at the group’s invitation, they were joined
by a German man, about 10 years their junior. At the time of
the raid, he had been a teenager in Schweinfurt, a member
of the Hitler Youth. He and many others had been assisting
with the defense of the city from the ground and with care
for those wounded in the bombings, and they had witnessed
first-hand the death and destruction that the German people
suffered in the raid. He shared with them his people’s story.
So moved were those in attendance by his account, that
they worked with the city of Schweinfurt to dedicate a
shared memorial in the town to all those who had given their
lives that day, Allied and German alike. On June 16, 1998,
veterans of both sides in the conflict gathered together in the
city at the site of a former air-raid bunker and unveiled the
memorial. Its inscription reads: “Dedicated by some who
witnessed the tragedy of war, now united in friendship and
hope for lasting peace among all people.” The conflict that
once divided them has given way to the common humanity
and the common loss that now unite them. Here is a story of
reconciliation in action.
The second story is one that I heard retold this past year,

Acting out:
Boar’s Head
festival
The Rev. Canon John Johanssen and his wife,
Pam, played the Lord and Lady of the Manor in
the 71st annual Boar's Head & Yule Log Festival
at Christ Church Cathedral. Playing their children
were Marcie Bradley and Cameron O’Connell.

as I served as chaplain for a reunion of those who served in
the Berlin Airlift of 1948-1949. At their reunion, veterans
of that historic mission recounted the way that a Soviet
blockade of Berlin, meant to force its residents into submitting to their control, had brought the city to its knees. There
was very little food and no coal, even as the fall and winter
approached.
Members of the U.S. military paid what was supposed to
be a one-time visit to the city. When they witnessed what the
people were suffering, they returned and began to publicize
the plight among their units and to insist to their superiors
that they had to help them. At first, they met resistance. They
were warned how dangerous such a mission would be, flying
between Berlin’s buildings in the narrow corridor to the only
airstrip open to them, with Soviet fighters on their wingtips.
They acknowledged the risk, yet insisted that they were willing to take the chances. Large numbers of them volunteered
for the mission, declaring that, despite the danger, it was the
only right thing to do. The people of Berlin were starving
and freezing. They needed help, and these soldiers felt an
obligation to help them.
Over the following year, the world watched in amazement
as thousands of dedicated flyers risked their lives, over and
over again, to serve and rescue those who, just a few years
earlier, had been their enemies. They now saw them, not as
their adversaries, but simply as brothers and sisters in need.
The most moving moment of the ceremony came as an
elderly woman stood up and, with a distinct German accent,
told those assembled, “I was nine years old and living in
Berlin when your planes came. I remembered how we had
once fled in terror whenever we heard them coming. Now
we ran out into the streets and cheered, rushing to gather the
candy that they dropped for us children as they descended
over the city. We were starving; we were freezing; we had no
food or coal.” Then in tears she added, “You saved our lives.
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.”
Sometimes, the reunion groups ask me to lead an entire
service. At other times, they request only an Invocation and
Benediction. Every time, they thank me for coming and
being part of their service and their reunion. I quickly reassure them that it is a genuine honor for me to be with them,
and that it is the rest of us who owe them a great debt of
gratitude.
It is sometimes a challenge to the imagination to look
at these frail, elderly people, struggling just to stand and to
walk, and to picture them in their youth, carrying out their
missions without fanfare and usually without recognition.
But their present weakness is, after all, the way of all flesh.
“We hold these treasures in earthen vessels so that it may be
made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and
does not come from us” (2 Cor. 4:7).
I already have several reunions on the calendar for 2011.
The first includes the opening of a second section to the
Memorial Garden and the dedication of its first monument:
a large memorial to those who served in the Berlin Airlift. I
am looking forward to the continued opportunity to extend
our church’s ministry to some of the genuine heroes living
among us: heroes not only in war, but heroes who have
given of themselves and risked their lives for reconciliation
and for peace.
The Rev. Mike Kreutzer is rector of St. Mark’s, Dayton. Contact
him at makreutzer@ameritech.net
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Serving others
Buckled in: Redeemer, Our
Saviour start car seat ministry
Imagine that you don’t have a car, make minimum
wage and have a small child. Would your budget
include a car seat costing at least $60 when you are
struggling to pay rent, child
care, and grocery bills.
The “taxistas” or volunteer
drivers of the Church of Our
Saviour/La Iglesia de Nuestro
Salvador, Mount Auburn,
discovered that car seats are
often an unaffordable luxury
for immigrant families once
babies have outgrown their
pumpkin seats. Car owners,
(including the rector between
services), often make two Melinda enjoys the
trips each way every Sunday new-to-her car seat.
to transport approximately 60
people, including many young children ages 2-6.
COS/LINS drivers often find children without car
seats, a dangerous situation that also puts them at
risk with state and federal law. Fortunately, members
of the Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park, have
responded generously to a plea for gently used car
seats, seven of which have already been recycled to
families in real need.
In addition to the value of the car seats themselves,
immigrant families have discovered that they have
Episcopal brothers and sisters beyond the parish who
care about them and want their children to be safe.
At a time of enormous fear and insecurity in the
immigrant community, members of the Church of the
Redeemer are welcoming the stranger in our diocese.
Nancy Sullivan. Contact her at nsullivan@fuse.net

On the ground: Marathons
support schools
The National & World Mission Commission
recently awarded a Millennium Development Goals
grant to the Global Village Collection fair trade group
and to Claire Everhart to support a “Run Across
Ethiopia.” Funds raised from this effort will be
used to build three schools (serving 1,200 students
and approximately 3,600
family members) in areas
of Ethiopia where primary school education rates
are low. The schools will
not only educate kids
grade K-8 but also keep
these children from being
used as labor in places
like coffee plantations.
Everhart, an intern
Claire Everhart
with the fair trade group
and a graduate of Ohio Wesleyan, flew with the team
in early January. They ran 10 marathons in 11 days,
with media crews such as PBS following along. She
also received support from St. Peter’s, Delaware, and
St. Patrick’s, Dublin. Learn more about the ministry at
www.ontheground.org
Deb Parker. Contact her at info@slem3.com

SERVE THE COMMON GOOD

Religious leaders
grapple with state budget
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor

Ohio religious and non-profit leaders met Jan. 12 in Columbus
to brainstorm ways to convince state legislators to prevent deep
cuts in vital human services as they struggle to close a gap of $8
billion in the state budget.
“We’re really better than this in this state. I meet with many
legislators and am stunned by how many say, ‘Don’t worry.
Churches will take care of you,’” said Lisa Hamler-Fugitt,
executive director of the Ohio Association of Second Harvest
Foodbanks. “No amount of second collections will provide
the food, shelter and health care we need to meet the current
crisis.”
These religious and non-profit leaders are determined to seek
practical and balanced solutions combining improvements in
program efficiency with a responsible approach to taxes. This
message has become far more urgent in the current climate
where both political parties treat taxes as if they are toxic.
“We have a leadership deficit as well as
a budget deficit,” said Bill Faith, executive
director of the Coalition on Homelessness
and Housing in Ohio. He cited a bill
introduced Jan. 11 that proposes cutting
estate taxes and adding new tax credits,
draining an additional $1.3 billion from
By March 15:
state revenues.
Governor Kasich
“In recent recessions before this
releases his bud- one, every Ohio governor, including
get proposal
Republicans Rhodes, Voinovich, and Taft,
April 13: Ohio
has raised taxes,” Faith added.
Council of
Aid is coming from a surprising
Churches Lobby
quarter. Though they endorse major tax
Day
cuts the state adopted in 2005, Ohio’s
By June 30: Next Chambers of Commerce released a white
biennial budget
paper recommending structural reforms
must be adopted
in the state budget, including a rigorous
examination of the cost-effectiveness of
each of the maze of tax exemptions and
credits built into the Ohio tax code. The chamber prices these
“tax expenditures” at a $7.7 billion cut in state revenue a
year – almost as much as the entire projected two-year state
budget gap.
In November, the Diocese of Southern Ohio passed a resolution supporting public funding for food security. The resolution
noted the cost of such “tax expenditures.”
The Jan. 12 meeting convened religious leaders of many
denominations, including the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan, whose
diocesan responsibilities include public policy, Jim Tobin of
the Catholic Conference of Ohio, and the Rev. Bob Erickson,
Executive Director of Hunger Network in Ohio.
The public policy advocates are encouraging clergy and
laypeople to invite legislators to witness community ministries
first-hand: to see the number of people who need help – and
how state dollars support the assistance provided by nonprofits and churches. Consider that 40% of people coming to
food pantries have been out of work for more than two years,
said Hamler-Fugitt. Second Harvest Foodbanks already has
collected 20,000 first-hand stories of hunger to deliver to the
Ohio Legislature through its Paper Plate campaign. Any church
seeing rising need can submit stories online at www.paper-

State
budget
timeline

The Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan and Lisa Hamler-Fugitt, executive
director of the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks,
discuss ways to advocate for the poor within the state budget.
plateproject.org
“You have to tell your story to your Republican legislator,”
said Tobin. “With the Republicans in charge of both houses,
most of the discussion will take place in the Republican caucus.
Taxes are off the table right now but could emerge as a point of
discussion in June. That’s more likely if local folks get to their
local legislators on the impact.
“Governor Kasich is a man of deep faith,” he added. “We
would make a mistake if we assume he doesn’t care about the
poor.”
The state’s tax changes and fiscal crisis have placed the biggest burden on the most vulnerable, religious and non-profit
leaders claim.
One problem is the regressive impact of the 2005 tax cuts
on personal and corporate income. “A family of four pays as
much state income tax as a business with $1 million in receipts
pays in CAT (Commercial Activity Tax),” added Andrea Fejes
of One Ohio Now, a coalition studying both revenue and spending options.
Hamler-Fugitt lamented that the state’s health and human
services spending already has been slashed at a time of unprecedented need. For example: mental health funding has been cut
$190 million, while Ohio’s suicide rate is at a 10-year high. Just
as Ohio has succeeded in extending Medicaid coverage to all
but a fraction of its eligible children, Medicaid becomes a huge
target for cuts.
“The debate is not between human services and taxes,” said
the Rev. John Edgar, pastor of the Methodist Church for All
People in Columbus. “It’s an ethical debate about quality of life.
Then we can discuss taxes in the right context.”
Hamler-Fugitt signaled that Lou Blessing, Speaker Pro Tem,
and the Human Services Subcommittee have been asking
human service providers for input as they start working on the
budget.
“We’re good at preaching and teaching,” Edgar said at the
close of the meeting.“We can educate the decision-makers.
We’re not the only decision-makers, and we can’t change all
hearts. But we can change hearts in our own congregations,
which are divided and confused. Right now we’re the only asset
we have. It will work better if we do this together and hold each
other accountable.”
For more background on state spending, tax policies, and
options, visit: www.ohiochamber.com, www.advocatesforohio.
org, and www.oneohionow.org.

						
							

Notes from
the Edge

You don’t know serving the common good until you’ve
done something really pointless. Or something that seems
pointless. A few weekends ago, the new young adult group
at Good Shepherd volunteered at the Freestore/Foodbank
in Cincinnati. We expected to sort food or make packages
of toiletries for folks living on the street. What we did was
use wire brushes to scrape off the incorrect contact number
from boxes of “OchocincO’s.” You may have heard that the
misprinted contact number dialed an adult phone line. So, we
removed it from countless cereal boxes for three hours. Don’t
get me wrong—the cereal was going to various food pantries
for hungry families, and the Freestore/Foodbank is a fantastic
organization—but it did at first seem to be a pointless task.
I was reminded of an embarrassing
The Rev.
story from my past. When I was in
Alice
middle school, my family volunteered
with Habitat for Humanity. I had never
Connor
done anything like it and, as a budding
artist, had no time for our assigned task:
mudding the joints in the new drywall. I
wanted to do something artistic, which I
complained about extensively and loudly
enough that my classmates heard. And
didn’t let me forget it for a year. “Alice
wants to do something artistic. Helping
build the house is beneath her…” It did
seem pointless to me at the time, because I wanted to give
the family something beautiful, something they could look at
and know folks cared for them.
That, of course, is part of the point of serving others—
giving them something beautiful, something they can look at
and know folks care for them. But, as many wiser folks have
said before me, sometimes the service is no fun. Sometimes
it’s difficult or messy or seemingly interminable. And we do
it anyway, because it is a form of prayer.
To be fair, sometimes it’s all kinds of fun—the young adult
group talked about everything from vocational joy to reality
TV to what counts as gossip. And I’m sure you can point to
a time you served others with delight. The key seems to be
engagement. We had to trust the Freestore/Foodbank that
this minor, repetitive task is necessary to help hungry kids.
Committing to the family whose walls we’re mudding makes
the work meaningful, not pointless.
They say St. Francis once said “preach the gospel and, if
necessary, use words.” Engaging in service, I’d say, is one
way to do that. When we show up, ready to clean toilets or
gutters or drive someone to a doctor’s appointment, we are
preaching the good news. When we sacrifice our time and
money for someone else, we are living out Jesus’ call to discipleship. And when we listen to the people we meet, when
we hear their stories and connect them with ours and God’s,
we are evangelists. Honestly, it’s that simple.
Maybe just listening to someone in great need seems
pointless to you. Maybe the problems of this world seem so
big as to be insurmountable, and therefore our small actions
are pointless. Let me be the latest in a long line of folks to
say “no, it’s never pointless with God.” Get out there and do
something, anything. Do something more than you’re doing
now, something which seems pointless or too small to matter. What do you notice about yourself and those you serve?
How is God present in that moment? What happens if you
name that presence aloud?

Serve the common good
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Bridges Out of Poverty
connects poor, middle class
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor

educational as well as material. Middle-class people who are
intent on “service projects” risk huge frustration until they start
to understand the coping skills of people who have to make do
“Are you here for achievement or are you here to love? without some or all of these resources.
If you get both, you are doubly blessed. But all you can be
“Middle-class people are great at plans, but that’s not a value
assured of is what you give away: love.”
in the tyranny of the moment called survival,” he warned. He
Sherman Bradley, vice president of Cincinnati’s City Gospel shared stories of how middle-class professionals misread and
Mission and a child of generational poverty, paused and keenly judge what people in poverty do. One example was a social
scrutinized the faces before him: almost 100 middle-class worker’s criticism of a woman who had a boyfriend the worker
Christians who had jammed the parish hall of a suburban thought terrible for her. But this woman had an old car that
church to deepen their understanding of the perspectives, cop- broke down frequently, and he had the skills to fix it for free – a
ing strategies and potential of people in poverty.
good deal for someone who absolutely needs that car to get to
The Rev. Jeff Bunke, a priest and social worker, invited work and doesn’t have the extra funds to pay a mechanic.
Bradley to give a Bridges Out of Poverty workshop based on
Drawing on Payne’s models, Bradley introduced parthe research of Dr. Ruby Payne, an educator whose career has ticipants to eye-opening differences in how people of different
been devoted to developing teamwork across class boundaries classes approach money, sense of self, language, time, educato equip those in poverty to build dignity and security.
tion and what makes you loveable. Payne calls these the “hidBunke organized the Jan. 8 workshop at his suburban den rules” of each class.
parish, St. Anne’s, West Chester, whose parishioners are
The whole point of illuminating these differences was
deeply involved in community minnot to romanticize or lift up poverty
istry, including the Whiz Kids tutorbut to develop mutual empathy, trust
ing program that City Gospel Mission
and teamwork so people in poverty
coordinates in more than 60 elementary
can develop the resources they need
schools in Greater Cincinnati. Bunke
to achieve a rewarding and secure
asked the Episcopal Community
life. Bradley outlined four factors
Services Foundation to co-sponsor the
that equip people to emerge from
workshop, and ECSF helped publicize
poverty: Having a vision or goal;
it to outreach leaders throughout the
Being in a situation so painful that
diocese.
they yearn for change; Having a
Despite an icy snow storm the night
specific talent or ability that provides
before, participants came from as far
opportunity; and Mentoring.
away as Columbus and included teachBy listening, respecting and encourers, tutors, volunteers and clergy. Early
aging – and being steadfast friends
in the week, about 45 people had regis- Sherman Bradley of Cincinnati’s City Gospel – middle-class people can encourage
tered. Twice that number attended.
people in poverty as they identify their
Mission asks participants to set aside their
Bradley started by shattering ste- middle-class assumptions for the moment.
goals, evaluate the resources at hand
reotypes: Only 6% of America’s poor
and find the courage and hope to overpeople now live in inner cities. The
come obstacles.
majority of poor people in this country are single white women
Members of Trinity, Troy have demonstrated that this
with children, he said.
approach works through their volunteering with the Circles of
Understanding what poverty means, and who is poor, is Hope initiative that matches a team of middle-class allies with
crucial to being able to overcome it. “You are my first line of a person determined to emerge from poverty. These circles,
defense,” he told the audience. “There are people in your circle grounded in an 18-month mutual commitment, can produce
who will never come to a meeting like this, who bring to these deep friendships and mutual support.
issues good intentions but flawed perspectives.”
Bradley offered the concept of how a mentor can provide
Bradley offered riveting stories from his own childhood as “emotional deposits” by listening, addressing the person in
well as City Gospel Mission, originally founded by members poverty with respect and helping to name assets at hand.
of the Gamble family of Procter and Gamble. City Gospel “Emotional withdrawals” include telling people what they
Mission offers an array of programs that bring people in pov- ought to do, being judgmental, impatient or condescending.
erty and middle-class volunteers into contact.
As people in poverty make their middle-class friends aware
“For the middle-class, the central goal is achievement. of the realities of their daily struggles, it’s a natural next step
For people in poverty, it’s relationship,” he said. “But that’s to develop strong advocacy on the issues that need structural
true for Christians too!” City Gospel Mission had a tradi- solutions, like predatory lending or the shortage of affordable
tion of requiring people to attend a prayer meeting before housing.
being able to eat, but Bradley reversed the order, asking
The group peppered Bradley with questions throughout the
volunteers to fix plates and sit down to eat and talk with four-hour workshop. Teachers and volunteers shared several
guests before worship.
first-hand experiences of their own, validating or challenging
“I had churches tell me this was unbiblical – and quit,” he his points.
said, smiling ruefully. “But we also had new churches sign up
“It’s important to do what you are doing today: investigate
because they’re excited.”
further,” Bradley told the group. “Only then can you develop
Being in poverty means having to make do without an compassion, warmth and respect for people in poverty you are
array of essential resources: spiritual, emotional, verbal and trying to help.”
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ECSF awards
$151K for ministry
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor

“Praise God, Praise God, Praise God!!!! This means so
much after working so hard to help those without a voice.
Blessings on all you do, and we thank you all very much.”
This email from the Rev. Judi Wiley of St. Mary’s
Hillsboro was just one of the heartfelt expressions of relief
and gratitude flooding in as churches learned of the 49
community ministry grants approved by the Episcopal
Community Services Foundation board on Jan. 22.
Thanks to a strong increase in donations and pledges in
the last few months, ECSF was able to award eight more
grants than last year and increase the total dollars by 23%.
All will go to Episcopal churches or programs meeting
urgent needs in Southern Ohio this year.
The 2011 grant budget of $151,000 is the largest for ECSF
in more than a decade, made possible by the generosity of the
growing number of individuals, churches, foundations and
businesses who contribute to ECSF’s annual fund.
This year’s grants include a bumper crop of tutoring and
mentoring ministries, evidence of new commitment by
Episcopalians to build the relationships that are so crucial
to equipping people to emerge from poverty.
The new grantees include Future Stars, St. Simon’s great
program of enrichment and character development for
children beset by perils in Lincoln Heights, the Ministerio
Latino homework club for immigrant children in Forest
Park, and St. Paul’s emerging ministry with inmates at the
state prison at Chillicothe.
More than $97,000 is going to pantries, emergency assistance programs and shelters. ECSF grants are welcomed in
a year when safety-net programs have been slammed by the
slow economy. As needs continue to rise and unemployment remains high, many longstanding local supporters
have had to cut donations under the same pressures.
ECSF grants to shelters in Cincinnati, Springfield,
Xenia and Hillsboro will help save lives this winter. In
November and December, three of four families who called
Cincinnati’s shelter hotline could not find anywhere to take
them in. Cincinnati’s Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN),
with volunteers from at least 12 Episcopal congregations,
reported a disturbing trend of steeply declining grants from
some of the local foundations that long been mainstays of its
operating budget. Early this month, the City of Cincinnati
cut human services funding by 40%, another huge hit to
IHN and two other key ECSF grantees in the city.
ECSF’s board was grateful to increase grants to the
IHNs in Cincinnati and Springfield, fully fund the request
from IHN Xenia, restore funding to the Highland County
Homeless Shelter, and add a new grant for Cincinnati’s
emergency cold shelter, which was almost wiped out by the
city’s fiscal hardships.
“Thanks to everyone who did the work and gave prayerful
consideration to make this possible. I am truly moved by the
care and generosity,” wrote Jane Killen of Redeemer, Hyde

Next step: Chocolate Fest in May!

We’re gearing up for Chocolate Fest 2011, which will be
hosted May 14 by St. Patrick’s, Dublin. This starts with a
10-day online silent auction with Bidding For Good, which
will reach shoppers all over the country with a beautiful
layout featuring logos of sponsors and donor businesses
as well as color photographs of auction items.
If you own, work for, or know a leader at a business that
would consider sponsoring Chocolate Fest, please contact
Ariel Miller at ECSF@eos.net. Gift cards or items from any
part of the diocese can be posted! Donations are tax-deductible, and the proceeds will help us make a wonderful
start on funding grants in 2012.

Park, whose parishioners serve in many ministries for homeless people.
Nearly $30,000 in grants will go to a fascinating group
of ministries we call “Alpha to Omega,” Each includes
familiar services like pantries, but they also work with
great creativity to fill significant gaps in the local safety net.
These include the Meigs Cooperative Parish in Pomeroy,
St. John’s comprehensive ministry including a superb
GED school on Columbus’ west side, and Ministry for
Community, a non-profit incubator now tackling drug
addiction in Madison County.
This year’s landmark total means the ECSF grants budget has almost tripled since 2004 – with $32,000 going to
programs that are new or didn’t apply last year.
ECSF’s grants budget comes entirely from freewill donations, which are used 100% for grants to churches. Key factors
in the increase in this year’s grants are higher than expected
donations by churches – including Christmas collections by
St. Luke’s, Granville, St. Patrick’s, Dublin, St. Anne’s,West
Chester and Our Saviour, Cincinnati; increased contributions
from community foundations’ donor advised funds; corporate sponsorships for Chocolate Fest; and a $10,000 grant
from the John A Schroth Family Trust at PNC.
We are also grateful to one person who provided a magnificent donation in January to support innovative ministry
by small churches. He prefers to remain anonymous, but we
thank him - and all our donors - for the wonderful compassion and responsibility in reaching out to relieve the distress
and suffering of neighbors in this hard time.
Despite the terrible unemployment she helps Springfield
residents battle every day, Bea Smith expressed the determination of outreach leaders across the diocese when she
wrote: “On behalf of Jobs & More and the board, I want to
say that we will continue to be good stewards of the funds
that I know that you work so hard to raise and continue to
provide quality ministry to those God places in our path.”
The full list of ECSF 2011 grantees is posted at
www.ECSFSouthernohio.org.

New ECSF grants will help fund diaper giveaways in
Pomeroy and Gallipolis, the latter inspired by Dry
Bottoms at St. John’s, Cambridge. Here Girl Scouts
volunteer to hand out diapers, formula and baby food
provided by St. Peter’s, Gallipolis.

Eleanor Benedict, who celebrated her 90th birthday last
year, joyfully cooks with Bob Rodgers for the monthly community dinner at Trinity Episcopal-McArthur Presbyterian
Joint Ministry.

