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A beacon
of hope
in Haiti
Holy Trinity Cathedral in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, is
more than a church building. It is an entire complex,
brimming with life seven
days a week at all hours
Sr. Sarah
of the day. It includes not
Randall
only worship space but also
classrooms for Holy Trinity
School (preschool through
high school) and Music
School as well as a wide
variety of diocesan activities. The music school’s
Orchestre Philharmonique
Sainte Trinité is the only
philharmonic orchestra in
the country. Before the devastating earthquake in
2010, the complex also housed the Holy Trinity
Vocational School and St. Margaret’s Convent,
home to the religious order to which I belong; we
hope to see those become once more an integral part of this bustling diocesan center.
When I returned to Port-au-Prince
Help 'Rebuild
two months ago for the first time since
Our Church'
the earthquake, I was slightly appreDetails, stories:
hensive about seeing what had become
Pages 2, 14-15
of the cathedral, schools, and convent.
I had seen the photos, of course, and
heard first-hand accounts. When I arrived,
however, I was struck not so much by what was no
longer there as by all of the activity that was taking
place. Although it was not a school day, I heard the
music of stringed instruments coming from beneath
the pavilion where we worship: children were playing under the direction of a music teacher. A little
further on, a choir was rehearsing. Beyond that, in
the grade-school space, the band was rehearsing,
and a group of boys was kicking around a soccer ball
between the plywood structures that currently serve
Please see Haiti, Page 15
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MLK Day reveals
great good
in Granville

By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
Undeterred by dreary weather on Martin Luther
King Day, Granvillians of every age flocked to the
parking lot of Ross’ Market with trunk-loads of
groceries. In just nine hours, the denizens of this
small town contributed enough money and goods
to add 62.5 tons to the stock of the Food Pantry
Network of Licking County.
Their goal had been one ton.
Granville’s hugely successful first Feed the
Dream Day was spearheaded by a newcomer to

town, Alan Minton, a brand-new Episcopalian
who formally joined St. Luke’s, Granville, just the
day before. As executive director of the Martin
Luther King Day Federal Holiday Commission,
Minton helped build the momentum to pass
legislation in 1994 designating the new national
holiday into a day of service: “a day on, not a day
off,” Minton explains.
Moving to Granville with his family in
November 2010, Minton was immediately struck
by the town’s flourishing ethic of service. One
Please see MLK, Page 12
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From the Bishop: Help ‘Rebuild Our Church’
Editor’s Note: Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal shares these
meditations on January’s Gospel readings as part of the
diocesan campaign to help the Episcopal Church in Haiti
rebuild its cathedral. Devastated by the 2010 earthquake,
Holy Trinity Cathedral is being rebuilt brick by brick, diocese by diocese, in a church-wide campaign. The cathedral
was once home to not only a vibrant worshipping community
but also primary and secondary schools. The new cathedral
will serve as an anchor to the expanded Episcopal presence
in downtown Port-au-Prince, offering worship space for
1,000, housing diocesan offices and a rectory, and incorporating the former cathedral ruins as an historic memorial
garden.
Learn more about Southern Ohio’s efforts: Pages 1, 14-15
and online at http://www.diosohio.org/haiti.html. You can
donate online or by sending a check payable to Rebuild
Our Church to your local congregation or the Diocese of
Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202 ATTN: Haiti. The diocesan goal is to raise at least $90,000
during the season of Epiphany.
First Sunday of Epiphany
Mark 1: 4-11
During this season after Epiphany, the
Diocese of Southern Ohio is raising funds
to rebuild the Episcopal cathedral in Portau-Prince, which was completely demolished by the earthquake of 2010. In so
doing we are joining dioceses across the
country in a church-wide effort to support
the Diocese of Haiti – the largest diocese
in the Episcopal Church – and to restore a
symbol of national pride and hope for Haiti
as a whole. Our own cathedral is contributing $30,000 to this campaign, and I am
pledging at least $30,000 from the Procter
Fund. It is my hope that the combined
contributions of all our congregations will
exceed $30,000, with the Procter Fund
matching any amount over that, dollar for
dollar. The campaign will conclude on the
Last Sunday after the Epiphany, six weeks
from today.
There could be no more appropriate
season to be doing this. Epiphany means “shining forth.”
During the Sundays after the Epiphany we reflect on the light
of Christ as it shines forth to touch every group of people on
earth. This light reaches everywhere and leaves no one out.
In this light we see how connected we all are to one another.
As we receive the Baptism of Christ (Mark 1:4-11), we join
him in his ministry of reconciliation. We share this ministry
with our fellow Episcopalians in Haiti, because we share
with them in the waters of baptism. Let us acknowledge that
connection, so that, both in Haiti and in Southern Ohio, our
witness as baptized persons may shine all the more brightly.
Second Sunday of Epiphany
John 1: 43-51
In the Gospel reading of John we find ourselves at the
very beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. He is just beginning to gather close followers around him. One of them is
Nathanael, who is at first skeptical about Jesus, but is blown
away by the way Jesus sees right into his heart. Jesus says he
will eventually see something greater: angels ascending and
descending on the son of man.
What are we to make of this? Jesus is referring to two

passages in the Hebrew Scriptures
(the Old Testament). In the first,
Abraham’s grandson, Jacob, dreams
of a ladder that connects earth to
heaven, with angels climbing up and
down it (Genesis 10:17). In the second, the prophet Daniel has a vision
of one “like a son of man” -- that
is, like an ordinary human being -being sent from God to bring justice
to humankind (Daniel 7:13-14).
Jesus is saying he is like Jacob’s
ladder, connecting us to God. We
believe he is able to be such a ladder because he is both
divine (God from God) and fully human (incarnate from the
Virgin Mary).
I take this to mean that if we want to climb into God’s
presence, we must begin with Jesus as our ordinary brother
and friend. We must take the time to get to know him as the
companion, teacher and advocate he came among us to be.
We can go a long way toward knowing Jesus by reading
the Gospels. But pretty soon it will dawn on us that Jesus
wants to make himself known to us in other ordinary persons
-- the family members and friends we
are closest to; the people we work with;
the strangers we have chance encounters with; people far away whose struggles and victories come to our attention.
Why? Because Jesus was sent from
God to make our very humanity a
stepping stone to God. Whenever we
acknowledge our common humanity
and embrace one another as brothers
and sisters, we are on our way to God.
So we must be attentive to every
opportunity to honor Christ in one
another, and so climb closer to God. We
all have our Individual opportunities
to do this. Right now, we are invited,
as part of the entire Episcopal community, to honor Christ in our brothers
and sisters in Haiti by rebuilding their
cathedral. Imagine what rich spiritual
benefit this will bring to us and them
-- in Christ, a ladder jointly raised to heaven.
Third Sunday of Epiphany
Mark 1: 14-20
In the Gospel reading from Mark, Jesus begins to gather
his inner circle of disciples. “Follow me,” he says, “and I will
make you fishers of people.” This is a wonderfully appropriate invitation, since Peter, Andrew, James and John are all
fishermen. Jesus is saying, “if you lay your nets aside, I will
teach you how to haul all kinds of people into the kingdom
of God.”
How does this invitation apply to us? After all, we are also
called to follow Jesus, and we are all obligated as baptized
persons to draw others into the force-field of God’s reign,
where sins are forgiven and the Holy Spirit empowers us
to be ministers of reconciliation. So we, too, are “fishers of
people.”
But we must be careful how we think about this. It would
be easy to think that we are higher or better than the people
we witness to -- just as a fisherman might say he is of higher
value than the fish he catches. This is a real spiritual danger,
since we are always prone to think of ourselves more highly

Bishop
Thomas E.
Breidenthal

than we should.
Not surprisingly, today’s Gospel reading offers an antidote. Whether or not they realize it, Peter and the others are
being fished themselves. Jesus is the fisherman, and they
have been hooked. The same is true of us. To the extent that
we want to be close to Jesus, it is because he has spoken to
our hunger for goodness and truth, either directly or through
other people who helped us to know the love of God.
The point is that we are all called to be fishers, and we
have all also been fished. Either way, we become part of a
large catch of people we might not have been close to otherwise. All kinds of people may be attracted to our own faith.
And the closer we get to Jesus, the more varied company we
will keep.
How does this connect with Haiti? It strikes me that we
are helping to rebuild their cathedral not just for their sake
but for ours. We need to be reminded that, as far as Jesus is
concerned, we are all part of the catch he is hauling in with
the dragnet of the Good News. They are our brothers and
sisters because they share our desire to be caught up into the
reign of God. And it’s also just possible that right now they
are the fishers, and we are the catch.
Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
Mark 1: 21-28
Mark’s Gospel has very little to say about Jesus’ encounter
with Satan in the wilderness, but it has a lot to say about Jesus’
assault on the forces of evil as he begins his public ministry
in Galilee. No sooner does he gather his first disciples than
we find him in a local synagogue driving an unclean spirit
out of a man. He does so with great power and authority –
and anger. Jesus is outraged by the contempt and cruelty with
which the evil spirit has taken possession of this poor child of
God. This is the same fury Jesus displays when he drives the
money-changers out of the Temple in Jerusalem.
It’s important for us to remember that there are things
Jesus has no patience with. He comes proclaiming the
good news that the reign of God is at hand. This is indeed
good news, because in Jesus God is telling us that we are
already accepted and loved, no matter how much we have
sinned. But we are expected to show mercy to others as
God has shown mercy to us. God’s kingdom has no room
for exploitation or domination. Because we are forgiven, we
are obliged to forgive. Because we are honored by God as
precious, we are required to honor all fellow human beings
as precious, no matter what.
So, back to today’s Gospel reading. I don’t know what you
think about the possibility of demon-possession. It is an alien
concept to many of us, but recently many theologians have
brought the idea of the demonic front and center, as a way to
talk about destructive systems that we participate in without
wanting to. For instance, we are all probably wearing clothes
manufactured in sweat shops by women and children outside the United States. But how can we stop supporting this
system, let alone change it? Like the man in the synagogue,
we feel powerless in the face of forces that are bigger than
any of us, forced to participate in patterns of domination and
cruelty that we abhor.
The reasons for Haiti’s profound economic poverty are
manifold and complex. Yet we would be spiritually naïve not
to ask how we have contributed to the problem, willingly and
unwillingly. To the extent that we are free agents, let us do
everything we can to change the situation in Haiti and in our
own backyards. To the extent that we feel like pawns in the
hands of forces bigger and stronger than we are, let us look
to Jesus, whose authority and power is greater still.
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Diocesan staff: To serve and support
Over the past few months, a number of changes in staff and resources
have led to a reconfiguration of responsibilities and increased collaboration. A majority of the staff is now based out of Diocesan House – although
much of the work takes place on the road, at congregations. Although the
bishop oversees all the programs within the diocese, the staff have specific
areas of ministry.
All staff can be reached through the main diocesan number: 800.582.1712
or 513.421.0311. E-mail addresses are listed below.
Here are staff responsibilities:
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal, IX Bishop of Southern Ohio:
Episcopal duties (visitations, etc.), Commission on Ministry;
Community of Deacons; Diocesan Altar Guild; Diocesan Council
(President); Episcopal Church Women; Episcopal Community Services
Foundation (chair); Faith in Life; Liturgy and Music Commission;
Marriage (requests for second); Standing Committee; Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital (Trustee); Church-wide: House of Bishops
Theology Committee; Forward Movement, Bexley Hall Seminary,
National Association of Episcopal Schools, Kenyon College (board
member). tbreidenthal@diosohio.org
The Rev. Canon Jack Koepke, Canon to the ordinary: Human
resources and personnel (staff); congregational development; clergy
misconduct; Liaison to Commission on Congregational Life, Diocesan
Review Committee, Evangelism, Clergy Wellness.jkoepke@diosohio.org
The Rev. Canon Anne Reed, Canon for mission: Diocesan mission initiatives (Gabriel’s Place, Latino ministries); Fresh Start; Jubilee
Officer; Transitions; Liaison to ECSF, Appalachian Ministry, Social
Justice & Public Policy Network; National and World Mission; Lawrence
Home; Liberia Companion Relationship; Parish Health Ministry; UBE;
Minority Empowerment. Church-wide: Board of Transition Ministry.
areed@diosohio.org
The Rev. Canon Lynn Carter-Edmands, Canon for formation:
Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative; School for the Diaconate;
New Clergy Residency Program; Ordination process; Common
Ministry; Liaison to Affirmative Aging, Christian Formation, Ecumenical
& Interfaith Relations, Education for Ministry; Faith in Life; Fresh
Expressions; Intentional Communities; Ohio Empowerment; Professional
Development. lcarter-edmands@diosohio.org

Administrative support
Pat Haug: Assistant to the bishop: Bishop visitations; correspondence; Diocesan House prayer list; Secretary to the Trustees of the
Diocese; Support for Commission on Ministry; Licensing of Licensed
to Officiate and retired deacons; Lawrence Home; Diocesan convention,
assistant secretary. phaug@diosohio.org
Geri McDaniel, Assistant to the canons: Safeguarding God’s Church;
Assist with transitions administration; Address changes and database management; Parochial reports and Church Annual information; Registrar for
convention. gmcdaniel@diosohio.org
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Heather Windle, Assistant to the executive staff: Support to Diocesan
Council and Commission on Congregational Life; Diocesan convention,
secretary to Dispatch of Business, registration; lay licensing, SOLLI,
School for the Diaconate. hwindle@diosohio.org
Erick Williams: Receptionist. ewilliams@diosohio.org

Finance
David Robinson, Director of finance: Diocesan budget; Financial operations; Mission share review requests; Diocesan property management; Records
retention; Treasurer’s Workshops, Church insurance; Liaison to 412 Sycamore,
Inc., Advisory Committee on Compensation & Resources, Budget Committee,
Finance Committee, Stewardship, Church Foundation, Procter Trustees. Churchwide: Conference of Diocesan Executives. drobinson@diosohio.org.
Patti Perkins, Finance assistant: Check requests and accounts payable processing; Church loan reporting; Mission share billing; Electronic
payment reconciliation; Audit reports; Other general accounting.
pperkins@diosohio.org.
Angela Byrd, Bookkeeper: Payroll; Benefits administration; Finance;
Office administration (financial report distribution, treasurer changes,
diocesan budget requests and church audit submissions). Other general
accounting). abyrd@diosohio.org.

Communications
Richelle Thompson, Director of communications: Interchange,
e-Connections, website; Marketing; Information technology; Public relations; Publications; Media requests; Convention chair; Liaison to resolutions, nominations; Church-wide: Episcopal Communicators and Forward
Movement (board member); Episcopal Church Foundation, Vital Practices,
blogger/contributor. rthompson@diosohio.org
Julie Murray, Communications specialist: e-Connections; e-mail
changes, Mission initiatives (communication); Diocesan Cycle of
Prayer; Registration forms; Website updates; Publications; Photography;
Administrative support for Bishop Price. jmurray@diosohio.org

Procter Center
Chris Tokarz, Director: Oversight of the Procter Center, marketing,
event management and promotion. ctokarz@diosohio.org.
Robin Kimbler, Operations manager: Reservations; meeting planning; billing and accounting. rkimbler@diosohio.org

Youth, young adults
Rob Konkol, Director of youth ministry: Summer camping programs; Youth retreats; Campus ministries; Young adult formation.
youth@diosohio.org
Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr. serves as the provisional bishop of the
Diocese of Pittsburgh. He continues as the bishop suffragan of Southern
Ohio but is working full-time in Pittsburgh.

Welcome, Angela Byrd
Angela Byrd joined the diocesan staff on Jan. 4 as bookkeeper. Born and
raised in Cleveland, Byrd came to Cincinnati in 1980 to attend the University
of Cincinnati to major in accounting. After graduating in 1984 with a bachelor’s
degree in Business Administration, Byrd decided to make Cincinnati her home.
She has worked as an accountant in many different industries, beginning her
career working for the Internal Revenue Service, and most recently working
as an accountant for a magazine publisher. Byrd is single, and all her extended
family still remains in the Cleveland area.
“I am really happy to be here,” says Byrd. “It’s a great environment. I hope
that I can make a difference here and help people the best I can.”
Contact her at abyrd@diosohio.org

If I had an extra hour every day, I
would: Read
I’m reading: The Administrative
Manual (for the diocese). It’s great
bedtime reading
My favorite music: R&B, oldies
On my iPod: Lots of stuff. I like a variety of music
My perfect vacation: Somewhere on
an island, reading a book, drinking a
frosty beverage

							
Strengthening healthy congregations
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ECSF community ministry grants rise 11%
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
The board of Episcopal Community Services Foundation
is delighted to announce the award of $168,050 in grants
to Episcopal churches across Southern Ohio this year. This
11% increase over 2011 grants shows the determination of
Episcopalians to strengthen local safety nets when many other
funding sources have cut back and needs continue at generational highs.
ECSF grants come from freewill donations. Generous gifts
by families and congregations enabled ECSF to fund 98.8% of
the total recommended by the grants committee.
With unemployment, foreclosure, homelessness and hunger still soaring, ECSF’s board revised the grant guidelines
and held workshops throughout the diocese last year to share
strategies that churches can use not only to help people survive crises but also to build stability. These concerns shaped
the grants committee’s evaluation of the record-breaking 55
proposals submitted last fall.
Responding to the baptismal vows, ECSF’s board encourages churches to listen to the people they serve and to build
alliances with them to improve community conditions. No one
expects the hard-working volunteers of a ministry to change
the landscape alone, but churches can do tremendous good
by making sure they and the wider community understands
the dynamics that contribute to poverty, and by engaging the
compassion and creativity of others in responding.
Grants by the numbers
ECSF’s 2012 grants will go to 34 churches, 43% of the
congregations in this diocese. Thanks to the generosity of so
many people:
• ECSF was able to fund 72.7% of the total amount
requested.
• 49 of the 55 applications won a grant.
• 32 will receive the full amount they asked for!
Many churches will give these funds to community nonprofits they partner with, such as shelters and ecumenical
emergency assistance programs.
An analysis of awards by program type reveals what the
grants committee – composed of people with wide experience
in human services – see as a responsible and cost-effective use
of the money entrusted to ECSF by donors.
Comprehensive ministries: Five grants will go beyond
crisis to help people build self-sufficiency. For example, St.
John’s Community Ministry in Columbus provides an array of
resources from tents for homeless people to a GED school.
Education: Six grants will go to programs equipping

The Jiminez
family prepares to
serve their
specialty of
chocolate
raspberry
crumb bars
at last year’s
Chocolate
Fest 2011.

Thanks to you!

ECSF grants committee chairs Richard Martin of Epiphany,
Urbana, and Rhonda Abban of St. Philip’s, Columbus, lead the
group in discussion of the grants.
Inset: ECSF board member Sue Smith presents the grants budget.
children to develop confidence and skill in academics, human
relations, and transcending deadly social pressures.
Shelters: With support from five grants, shelter ministry
recipients maximize the impact of each dollar through the inkind support of hundreds of volunteers. Tiny, skilled staffs aid
families to overcome the problems that made them homeless.
Pantries: Eight grants will support food pantries throughout the diocese. More than 2 million Ohioans needed the aid
of pantries last year to feed their families. The volume of food
provided by the federal government went down nearly 30%
between September 2010 and last September. Corporate donations for food went down 25% in the same period, according
to the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks.
Self-sufficiency: Four grants will focus on helping people
in need become more self-sufficient. Two programs had
promise but reached so few people that the grants committee

Think Chocolate!

It’s time to dream of tasting heaven! ECSF’s Chocolate Fest will be at
Trinity, Newark on April 21 from 2-4 p.m. The proceeds of this Eastertide
Chocolate Fest nourish ECSF community ministry grants to churches.
Here are the ways you can help:
▪ Have your business sponsor our online auction and earn goodwill by
weeks of visibility to bidders throughout Southern Ohio
▪ Donate retail and restaurant gift cards and other great auction items
▪ Compete in our chocolate bake-off with celebrity chocolatier judges!
▪ Invite friends to attend with you! Tickets are just $10.
To find out more, contact ECSF’s Ariel Miller at ECSF@eos.net or
513.221.0547.

The increase in ECSF grants rose thanks to a deacon’s astonishing bequest, a matching challenge, and
extraordinary gifts at Christmas and Epiphanytide, lifting
ECSF’s annual giving to the best in its history.
The first boost came from a glorious bequest from
the Rev. Laura Chace. Major donors - Bishop Tom
and Margaret Breidenthal, Christ Church Cathedral,
the ECSF board and staff, Elizabeth Grover, Carolin
Hahnemann, the Rev. Steve and Beth Cuff, the Rev.
Canon George and Amy Hill, the Rev. Canon Anne
Reed and Giff Blaylock, Chuck and Ann Pettee, Al and
Laura Hill, Bishop Ken and Mariann Price, and John
Harris – pledged to match dollar for dollar gifts by firsttime donors. ECSF also was included in Columbus
Foundation’s Big Give in November. These two matches
inspired 65 new donors to pitch in!
The next great leap came from the Christmas offerings
of St. Patrick’s, Dublin; Holy Trinity, Oxford; St. Stephen’s,
Columbus; and the Church of Our Saviour, Cincinnati.
In Epiphany, the generosity of Tom and Sue Kirkpatrick,
the Rev. Gordon and Ruth Price, John and Ruth Sawyer,
the Rev. David McCoy, the Revs. Marshall and Heather
Wiseman, St. John’s Worthington, All Saints, New Albany,
St. Mark’s Upper Arlington, and All Saints, Portsmouth
lifted the grants budget to a total $17,000 higher than
in 2011!
Thank you to everyone who donated or pledged to ECSF
by the final meeting of the ECSF grants committee. Your
gifts will be used 100% for community ministry grants,
bringing help and hope to more than 100,000 Ohioans
in need this year.
thought dollars should be directed elsewhere, given the huge
needs this year.
Emergency assistance: These programs won 12 grants
to provide food, clothing, personal care items, housing assistance, and IDs. The committee strove to get resources to the
largest number of people in need, especially in communities
like Hillsboro where local philanthropic resources are eroding
especially fast.
Free meals: Eight grants were awarded to programs offering free meals. This is only a third of the amount requested. The
committee agonized over this: hospitality is a core Christian
virtue, but ECSF’s mission is to equip churches to alleviate
poverty. A dollar spent on a pantry, shelter, or GED program
will do more toward that goal. The churches that won grants
for meals are making a significant effort to mobilize others in
their community to work together to prevent hunger, and also
strive for thrift, using food banks rather than retail stores as
much as possible. Two applicants needed a combined total of
over $20,000 – far beyond what ECSF could have provided to bring kitchens up to fire code. ECSF helped one apply for a
UTO grant and suggested other funding sources to the other.
The full list of grants is posted at www.ECSFsouthernohio.
org.
Thank you to all donors and doers for the opportunity to
join with you to serve the common good!
Ariel Miller is the executive director of ECSF.
Contact her at ecsf@eos.org.
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From the Bishop: Mission Priorities update
Diocesan leaders and staff continue to develop and build
upon the mission priorities adopted by convention. This process began in 2010 and built upon the conviction of common
ministry: As Episcopalians in the Diocese of Southern Ohio,
we commit to know the common story, to proclaim our common
faith, to pray our common prayer, to drink the common cup, and
to serve the common good in the name of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. This statement has been widely embraced as a
foundation for developing our mission priorities. After a winter
of strategy sessions, dot exercises and conversations, five main
priorities emerged:
(1) Strengthening healthy congregations
(2) Building new relationships
(3) Formation
(4) Mission
(5) Stewardship of resources

The 2012 diocesan budget was framed around these topics,
and diocesan staff is constructing its work and meetings through
the lens of these priorities. Last fall, I named five task forces to
delve deeper into these mission priorities to create some tangible and ambitious strategies in each area. Those groups have
met in-person and by virtual meetings over the past few months.
Members from all five of these groups will come together in
February at the Procter Center to receive the action plans, find
areas of collaboration and set timelines for the work.
Getting to this point has been a long, deliberate process, and
I am thankful for your patience and commitment. I expect the
next stage of implementing the priorities in specific, targeted
ways will be exciting and challenging. I look forward to reporting back to you from our meeting and to continuing our ministry
together.
- Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal

Above: Preschoolers examine some of the
materials.
Right: Marj Cornell works with a second grader.
Photos by the Rev. Fred Shirley

Columbus Homework Club launches
By the Rev. Diana Shirley
Interchange contributor
After four sessions of the Homework Club of the Hispanic
Ministry Center at St. Edward’s, Whitehall, the team of volunteers is thrilled with the initial response by several families
who are utilizing the services being offered. What started out
as a Homework Club for elementary school-aged students
has already developed into a Reading Readiness program for
preschoolers and Conversational English classes for adults,
mostly parents of the students. The volunteers are learning to be
extremely flexible as the numbers of school-aged students, preschoolers, and adults vary at each session with varying needs.
The facility is ideal with three classrooms and a large gathering room providing space for preschool games and play, quiet
areas for study and reading for children, and a classroom with

adult-sized furniture for parents. Books were donated from several
diocesan sources, including the Reading Camp and the diocesan
staff, who purchased books for the Homework Club instead of
Christmas gifts for colleagues. Carlos de Jesus and his Homework
Club team at Forest Park continue to offer support and advice.
Parishioners at St. Edward’s have welcomed the activity within
their education wing. Similarly the Whitehall City Schools have
been helpful in this venture, and the program reciprocates by sending them weekly reports of student progress.
Approximately 20 volunteers graciously travel across town
and from the suburbs, representing more than six congregations in the diocese. Nevertheless more volunteers are needed
on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays from 6 to 7 p.m.
To learn more, contact the Rev. Fred Shirley at
fredshirleyoh@gmail.com.
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NOTES FROM
the Edge
The University of Cincinnati is huge. I know,
OSU folks, we’re not as big as you, but, honestly,
41,000 students and growing is pretty darned
large. And that doesn’t include the faculty and
staff of the university. So how is a small, re-booted campus ministry to approach such a place?
Y’all might be thinking something similar
about your local university or
community college. Or the
The Rev.
monolith that is your city, or
Alice
even the neighborhood around
Connor
your church—where to start?
I’m certainly no expert, but
in the next couple of months,
I’ll share with you what I’ve
observed and what I’ve done so
far. Maybe it will be helpful.
This month, I want to offer
two major questions that, to
those of you who work in corporate America, will be very familiar. The first is
“who is your audience?” and the second is “what
do you want to offer them?”
In campus ministry, the answer to the first question may seem obvious: college students, duh.
Ok, but which college students? Episcopalians?
Christians in general? Atheists? The vast crowd
of students apathetic to religion? Engineers? Artsy
kids? Internationals? Marketing grad students? Or
might your audience be the faculty or staff of the
university—they need God just as much as the
students. Who are you trying to reach?
The second question, “what do you want to
offer?” ought to be expanded to include “what
do they need?” which is not always the same
thing. What are your gifts? What do you desire
for them? Have you asked them what they’d like
to see? My friend Jay Gamelin told me he spent
his entire first year at OSU going to all the different established campus ministry groups to get a
feel for who they were and what they did. He put
together a picture of what was being offered and
then tried to offer something that was different,
that met an unmet need. What if we spent time
observing the community around us rather than
jumping in and doing something? “Don’t just
do something, stand there,” director Constantin
Stanislavski said.
My point here is that campus missions are not
monolithic. There isn’t a cut and dried way of
working the mission fields that is the “right way.”
But you knew that. You know that your community is different than mine or than the one just
across the road. We will have different answers to
those questions. But have you been asking them?
The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus minister for
the Evangelical Lutheran Church at the University
of Cincinnati. She works at the Edge
(campus ministry house) and lives in the middle.
Learn more at www.edge-uc.org.

Building new relationships
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Around the common table

Former camp counselor co-authors international cookbook
Princess Pink Risotto with
Beetroot Greens and Roasted
Beetroot

By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
Erin Koepke found that the bond of
food, of breaking bread together, transcends geography, age, race and culture.
A longtime Procter camp counselor and
member of St. Paul’s, Dayton, Koepke
joined micro-farmers from South Africa
and two colleagues to create a cookbook
using locally grown fresh fruit and vegetables. Seed to Table is now available in
the United States, with all proceeds benefiting the non-profit Abalimi Bezekhaya,
an organization that works with individuals and groups to achieve food security
through home or community gardens.
Koepke was in South Africa as part of
the Rotary International Ambassadorial
Scholar program. She toured the community and home gardens of the Abalimi
Bezekhaya farmers. Then she followed
them to the packing shed. There she
watched as the farmers, mostly women,
packaged their fruits and vegetables for
market.
“There was so much bustling excitement and passion there,” said Koepke,
now 27 and a communications and
outreach associate for the World Food
Program USA, an organization that generates support in the United States to end
global hunger. “There was an energy that
I couldn’t back away from.”
Koepke teamed with two fellow scholars and the farmers, primarily women,
to begin what they thought would be a
quick project of gathering a few recipes
and copying them onto a few stapled,
black-and-white pages. Instead, the project picked up momentum and turned
into a professionally published, full-color
cookbook.
Koepke and her colleagues worked
with the farmers to develop recipes that
best utilized the locally grown fruits and
vegetables and that were inexpensive
as well as tasty. They tried each recipe, sometimes several times, until they
reached perfection.
The cookbook is more than recipes
though, said Koepke. It also chronicles
their journey about what they learned
from the women, and the mistakes – and
relationships – that they made.
“The cookbook is a story itself,” she
said.
One lesson was learning to love
beetroots. Even the cookbook acknowledges that the vegetable comes with a distinctive flavor often dismissed by children

Adapted from a Martha Rose Shulman recipe, nytimes.com;
Reprinted with permission from Seed to Table cookbook

Ingredients

1 bunch small beetroots, roasted
1 bunch beetroot greens,
stemmed and washed
6 -7 cups chicken or vegetable
stock, or more as needed
2 tbs extra virgin olive oil
½ cup finely chopped onion
1½ cups Arborio or Carnarolli rice
2 garlic cloves, minced or pressed
½ cup red, rose, or dry white wine
¼ - ½ cup Parmesan cheese,
grated
2 tablespoons finely chopped flat-leaf parsley
Salt
Freshly ground pepper

Directions

Clockwise, from top left: Erin Koepke speaks during the cookbook’s launch in Cape Town, South
Africa.
Women pack the fruits and vegetables as part of the Abalimi Bezekhaya farming cooperative.
A view of one of the farms outside in the farming cooperative.
(and adults).
But “beets were the momma’s favorite
vegetable,” said Koepke. “I hated them
before, but I ended up loving them.” So
much so that one of her oft-cooked meals
from the cookbook is beetroot risotto.
When the cookbook launched in Cape
Town, many of the farmers attended the
event at a local bookstore. For the women,
this was their first visit to a place from
which they had been forcibly removed
during the years of apartheid. The book
launch became an opportunity for them to
speak about their lives – and for Koepke
and the other authors to talk about how
much they had learned from the women.
Koepke said the experience also helped

her learn about herself, about listening to
her heart’s desire.
“I discovered that this is what can happen when you allow yourself to do what
really makes you happy,” said Koepke. “I
struggled with being away from my job
and my family, but I decided to follow
what I love … for me, the cookbook is
kind of a tribute to allow yourself to fly
and be free, because amazing things can
happen.”
To purchase the cookbook, e-mail
seedtotablecookbook@gmail.com. It’s
also available at Park + Vine bookstore in
Cincinnati and hopefully soon at the Procter
Center store. The cost is $15, plus tax.

In a large sauce pan, heat the oil over medium-high and
add the onion. Stir to coat evenly and let the onion cook for
about three minutes, or until it is soft and not completely
translucent. While the onion cooks, pour the stock into a
separate saucepan and bring it to a simmer over a low heat.
Slice the beetroot greens into 2 cm (1inch) wide strips and
set aside.
Return to your onions and prepare to embrace the signature
move of risotto: stirring. From now on, you will hardly stop
stirring. Pour yourself a glass of wine and give in to the therapeutic monotony of stirring over an aromatic steam. Add the
rice and garlic to your onions and – you guessed it – stir. Stir
the mixture now and then, and in about three minutes the
rice will begin to pop around in the pan. That is the cue to
share your wine with your risotto. Reduce the heat to medium
and add the ½ cup of wine. Stir until it has reduced by half.
Then add about a ladle of the simmering stock into the
pan, just enough to cover the rice. Keep the temperature at
a medium heat and be sure that the stock is bubbling just
slightly. Reduce the temperature if necessary. When the rice
has absorbed the liquid, add another ladleful of stock.
Stir, stir, stir. Continue this pattern and pour about a ladle of
stock over the rice, stirring until it is absorbed, for about 10
minutes. The rice should be puffing up gradually, but not fully
cooked. Add the diced, roasted beetroot and the chopped
greens to the pan and resume the previous pattern. Pour in a
bit of stock, stir until it is absorbed, and then add a bit more.
The rice is cooked through when it is totally chewy and not
hard in the centre. Once it has reached that stage, add a
final half cup of stock, a generous handful or two of fresh,
chopped parsley, and the parmesan cheese. Remove the
pan from the heat. Your risotto should be creamy and cheesy.
Adjust with salt, pepper, more stock, or more parsley to your
taste.
Note: Beetroot has a distinct flavour that turns plenty of
children off immediately and results in a deep-seeded suspicion that, for many, lingers into adulthood. (Even Erin and
Toni – renowned veggie-enthusiasts – were wary of these little
purple bulbs on the outset of our research). We renamed the
dish Princess Pink Beetroot Risotto because of its coquettishly pink hue. We’re convinced that this luscious dish can
turn anyone, even your kids, into beetroot-believers!
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Honor Absalom Jones
Join the Union of Black Episcopalians and the Diocese of
Southern Ohio for the annual Absalom Jones commemoration
on Feb. 12. This year’s theme is “Saluting and Celebrating
the Ordination of Women in the Episcopal Church.” Bishop
Thomas E. Breidenthal will be the celebrant, and the Rev.
Paula Jackson, rector of Church of Our Saviour, Cincinnati,
will be the preacher. The host parish is St. Simon of Cyrene,
Lincoln Heights.
Absalom Jones was the first African-American priest in
the Episcopal church; his feast day is Feb. 13.
The service will take place at Ascension & Holy Trinity,
334 Burns Ave., Cincinnati. It begins at 4 p.m.

Explore Franciscan spirituality
Franciscan spirituality is full of joy for life, full of love
for all God’s creatures, full of appreciation for the beauty
in all God’s creation. Come to the
Transfiguration Spirituality Center on
Feb. 10-12 for an inspiring, enriching
experience of God and God’s love in
the world! Franciscan John Quigley,
OFM, will lead the retreat, guiding the
group in reflections about changing
images of God, God’s response to specific needs in this life, the Incarnation
as God’s eternal plan for true relationship and intimacy with us, and how
creation’s beauty is the path into God’s
life. There will be time for silence and
the Eucharist will be celebrated. The cost is $225 for two
nights’ stay in a single room with private bath, all meals
included; $100 commuter rate includes lunch. Partial scholarships are still available! Reserve a spot by contacting
513.771.2171 or CTRetreats@gmail.com.

Women clergy: Rest and Rekindle
The Transfiguration Spirituality Center will host Rest
and Rekindle, a retreat for women clergy, Feb. 13-16. Set
aside as a time for women clergy to rest, relax and renew,
retreatants will have their choice of activities, including massage, reflexology, art projects, healing prayer and spiritual
direction. There also will be a celebration of the Eucharist,
confession and spaces for silence.
The cost for all three nights is $200 and includes all
meals. You may also sign up for just one or two nights at a
cost of $75 per night. A $25 deposit is required and will be
refunded in case of clerical emergency. For more information
or to register, contact Faith Lang or Toni Thomas-Feren at
ctretreats@gmail.com.

Music at the Cathedral
Christ Church Cathedral continues its Music Live at
Lunch, weekly series of free concerts presented on Tuesdays
at 12:10 p.m. Patrons may bring their lunch or buy one at the
cathedral for $5.
Feb.7: Walnut Hills High School Choir; Lisa Peters,
director (nave)
Feb. 14: Lani Stait, soprano; Patrick Smith, guitar: Love
songs of John Dowland
Feb. 21: Rodney Stucky, lute & baroque guitar; Karl
Wohlwend, baroque guitar:
Music of the French Baroque
Feb. 28: Janice Trytten, native flutes
The cathedral is located at 318 East Fourth Street, down-

Preparing for Lent and Easter
The Diocese of Southern Ohio will have a special page on the diocesan website devoted to Lenten and
Easter activities, from educational events to special worship services. The communications office will be working with Digital Faith, an international web-management company, to increase search engine optimization –
and help more people find virtual invitations to Southern Ohio churches.
Please send your event information to Julie Murray at jmurray@diosohio.org or fill out an event form on the Easter
and Lent link on the diocesan website: www.diosohio.org.
Digital Faith users can post the information on their own site under news or events, and they
will automatically stream onto the diocesan page for Easter and Lent.

Columbus Deanery Lenten School
Join members of the Columbus Deanery on four Tuesdays in Lent
for worship and workshops. The annual Lenten School will begin
March 6 and continue through March 27, from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. at St. Mark’s, 2151 Dorset Road, Columbus.
Classes include: Light: A Theology; Holy Women, Holy
Men: Anglican Divines; The Church of the Future; Creation
Spirituality; The Anglican Covenant; The Venerable “Bead;”
and Middle-Aged Women: Medieval Mystics.
To register or learn more, contact the Rev. Cricket Park
at cbpark@aol.com. Cost: $10.

town Cincinnati. All performances are in the Centennial
Chapel unless listed as being in the cathedral nave.
Information: 513.621.1817.

ERH offers spiritual care workshop
Episcopal Retirement Homes Parish Health Ministry, in
partnership with title sponsor, Christ Church Cathedral, and
other sponsors, including the Diocese of Southern Ohio,
is offering the Refresh Your Soul
Conference: Spiritual Care in Times
of Trial and Loss. The conference
will be held March 10 from 8 a.m. to
2:30 p.m., at Community of the Good
Shepherd in Montgomery featuring:
Douglas C. Smith. The conference
opens Friday evening, March 9, from
6 to 8:15 p.m. with dinner and a keynote presentation entitled “I Could
Die Laughing - Promoting Humor
with the Sick and Dying.” All caregivers and anyone going through times of trial or loss will
find Smith’s presentations inspiring, motivating and deeply
meaningful. Health professionals will also gain insight and
practical tools essential to caring for the sick and dying.
Smith is the author of several books and published
articles in numerous, professional health care journals.
He has led workshops in all 50 states. He also speaks
from the heart as he shares his inspiring journey facing
many personal trials and loss himself. The brochure and
registration information is available on the ERH Parish
Health Ministry website at www.parishhealthministry.
com. Information: Ellen Schneider at 800.835.5768, ext.
4545.

Apply for Church Foundation fellowship
The 2012 application process for the ECF Fellowship
Partners Program is now open. All qualified candidates

are encouraged to apply. The application deadline is
March 15, 2012. New awards will range up to $15,000
and may be renewable for an additional two years.
New Fellows will be announced in May 2012. To learn
more about the ECF Fellowship Partners Program, visit
www.episcopalfoundation.org, Building Leadership link, or
e-mail Anne Ditzler at aditzler@episcopalfoundation.org

Roanridge Grant funds innovative
training at Procter Center
With a generous $20,000 grant from the Roanridge Trust
Foundation, Procter Center will partner with Episcopal Relief
and Development to host a four-day training from May
10-14, entitled “Growing Food and Faith.” The Growing
Food and Faith program is a unique, long-term initiative that
prepares rural community leaders to address poverty, hunger
and economic development within youth and young adult
populations. The Growing Food and Faith training will teach
participants how to develop very flexible, low-cost programs
that can be implemented by any Episcopal congregation,
regardless of its budget or resources.
Participants will be chosen based on their passion for sharing resources with others, sharing a heritage of giving with
the next generations and sharing the Gospel with youth and
young adults. The training will follow the Abundant Life
Garden Project (ALGP) program and the Act Out curriculums developed by Episcopal Relief and Development. The
training is free for the 20 participants, who also will receive
a $200 stipend for transportation costs.
The Rev. Shannon Ferguson-Kelly, freelance writer and
consultant, will administer the Growing Food and Faith
training. Other facilitators include Bishop Nedi Rivera of the
Diocese of Eastern Oregon, the Rev. Rosa Lee Harden, an
Episcopal priest and farmer in Ashville, Tennessee, and Paul
Clever, and Episcopal friar and creator of Good Earth Farm
in Athens, Ohio.
To learn more, contact Christine Tokarz at ctokarz@
diosohio.org.

8

See
pictures of the
Procter Polar Bear
Plunge,
page 16

Winter adds new
spin to family camp
By Lisa Jacob
Interchange contributor

In the few short days between Christmas and New
Years, Procter Center was filled with the bustling activity of a summer camping program. Despite the cold and
dreary weather, 40- plus campers and counselors sprawled
across the camp for the first annual winter family camp.
The camp was marked by many “firsts” – including
our very own Procter Polar Bear Plunge. Led by the
Rev. Jason Leo, 10 brave souls took a leap of faith and
dove into the icy waters of the Procter Lake.
“I expected it to be cold, but it literally took my breath

away,” said Terri Poxon-Pearson. “It made jumping off
the blob tower look like a cakewalk. And I had never
been so thankful for a warm shower!” This year’s polar
plunge was, of course, the first of many. It may seem
like a crazy idea now, but you have an entire year to
warm up to the idea!
Throughout the weekend, we played a life-sized version of Candy Land and had our own game show of
Minute to Win It. We decorated Christmas cookies and
made gingerbread houses, castles and even big red barns.
We made paper snowflakes, did yoga and played Procter’s
favorite dodge ball game of Red Alert. But in the midst of
competing in a euchre tournament and making finger pup-

pets, a sense of peace and contentment was found.
Winter Family Camp provided a haven from the chaos
of the holidays and gave families and friends a chance
to come together as one greater family in Christ. We
shared in the breaking of bread during a Eucharist, which
centered on walking a labyrinth. We gathered around the
campfire and admired the starry night. We made new
memories and relived old ones as we remembered the
season’s greatest gift of all.
Lisa Jacob is a college student at Ohio Northern University
and member of St. James, Westwood, and a long-time
Procter camp counselor.

Lost and found at family camp
By Katherine Wagner
Interchange contributor

Serenity. Excitement. Silliness. Joyful anticipation.
These can be mutually-exclusive terms, but not at Procter.
I have experienced all of these emotions – and more –
during Family Camps (both summer and winter).
I have been well nourished, both physically (yeah,
kitchen staff and Procter bacon!), and spiritually (yeah,
chaplains!). There is an air of acceptance, enthusiasm and
overwhelming kindness exhibited by everyone involved:
the permanent staff, the counselors, the families with
children lucky enough to be there. There are challenges to
be met at Summer Camp (Matball, kayaking, blobbing)
and Winter Camp (life-sized Candyland, cookie decorating, euchre tournaments). I’ve also had wonderfully quiet
moments walking around the lake with my daughter;
contemplating the pond (and wondering if Matilda is con-

templating me at the same time); and watching the clouds
roll in and the stars come out during campfire. There are
events that are challenging and quiet at the same time,
such as walking the labyrinth during Holy Eucharist. For
a photographer, it’s a dream come true; there is something
magical about capturing the chapel and its reflection in
the lake at twilight or a group of small children tie-dying
T-shirts (and themselves). And then there’s the music, of
course, which seems to be at the heart of every activity…
and which I find myself humming days later.
I didn’t even know I was searching for something until
I found it at Christ Chapel in the middle of the cornfields.
I see the big red barn in the distance, and I know what’s
coming: Serenity. Excitement. Silliness. Joyful anticipation.
Katherine Wagner is a member of St. Mark’s, Dayton, and a
family camp veteran.

Procter
Summer Camp:
You gotta see it to believe it

Stories about camp whetting your appetite for summer? Then sign up now for the
Procter summer camps. Details at
www.youth.diosohio.org.
June 15-17: Family 1, for all ages
June 19-22: Outdoor, grades 6-12
June 24-30: Senior High, grades 10-12
July 2-6: Boys and Girls, grades 4-5
July 6-8: Family 2, all ages
July 9-14: Creative Arts, grades 6-12
July 16-21: Intermediate, grades 8-9
July 23-28: Junior, grades 6-7
August 1-4: Family 3, all ages
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Pysanky egg decorating

Around the diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters, websites, tweets and
Facebook pages so make sure to add us to your mailing lists! Send your news to Julie Murray at
jmurray@diosohio.org and Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org

Notable

New Postulants
Two new postulants have joined the Community of the Transfiguration. Carina
Spendel, a Bethany School graduate, was received into the Community on Sept. 16. Nike
(pronounced Nicky) Spillson was received as a postulant at Evensong on Nov. 16. The
two new postulants will be working, praying, worshipping, studying and growing together
as they continue to discern their call.

Parishioners provide medical care in Nigeria
The Bella Foundation USA is a non-profity/charity organization founded by Drs. Ugo
and Stella Nwokoro, parishioners at St. George’s, Dayton. The foundation focuses on
providing education and health related assistance to underprivileged individuals and communities in Dayton and Nigeria. On a trip to Nigeria in October, Ugo participated in a
massive health outreach in the village community of Tse Mker, Vandeikya LGA in Benue
State. More than 1,000 patients were treated over the three-day event for a variety of illnesses, such as malnutrition, diabetes, high blood pressure, HIV/AIDS, malaria, parasitic
worm infestation, chronic ulcers, arthritis and peptic ulcers.

Some well-deserved recognition
Paulette Goerler, member of St. Mary’s, Hillsboro,
won first place for her design of a journal for the
Episcopal Design contest sponsored by the Terra
Sancta Guild. Goerler, pictured at right with the Rev.
Judi Wiley, was presented with a certificate and a
check for $250 for St. Mary’s. Terra Sancta will present
Paulette with a copy of her design as soon as production is completed.
Parishioners at Christ Church, Glendale, held a special reception on Jan. 15 honoring Nancy
Melville for her many years of service as the parish administrator. Melville retired in December
after 23 years with the congregation. Congratulations Nancy and enjoy your retirement!
Daniel Hursey, member of St. Peter’s, Delaware, and the director of the Delaware
Community Chorus, was honored by the Red Cross with their Community Hero award. The
award was given in recognition for Hursey’s excellent and exciting work with the chorus.
The Rev. Emmanuel Twesigye, priest associate at St. Peter’s, Delaware, and professor
of religion at Ohio Wesleyan University, has been elected president of the newly formed
Developing Education (DevEd) for Africa organization, based in Geneva, Switzerland.
The mission of the organization is rooted in the principle that a good and relevant education is the main foundation for Africa’s democracy, political as well as socioeconomic
stability, economic development, improved health, general well-being and lasting peace.
Greg Sharkey, member of St. Luke’s, Granville, and senior philanthropy advisor for
the Nature Conservancy, has been selected by the board of directors of the Partnership for
Philanthropic Planning to serve as program chairman of their 2012 national conference.
Nona Hunter and Penny Hunter, members of St. Luke’s, Granville, are members of
the Lego Aces Team that won the Project Presentation Award at the first LEGO League
Tournament in Dublin.

Vivian Krueger’s popular Pysanky egg decorating workshop at St.
Thomas, Terrace Park, will
be held on Saturday, March 24
from 1 to 5 p.m. in the Parish
Hall. The workshop teaches the
ancient Ukrainian tradition of
using beeswax, vibrant dyes
and heat to decorate stunning
Easter eggs. The cost of the
workshop covers supplies, or
you can purchase a full kit to
take home, including dyes, supplies and patterns. Since the
technique uses candles and hot wax, participation is limited to those ages 10
and above. The deadline to register and order materials is March 5. To register,
call Krueger at 513.831.4321.

Personal safety in the Digital Age
Facebook, MySpace, Twitter, FourSquare and other websites let you share information
about yourself with the world. Every major retailer in the world sells their goods online,
asking you to input, and sometimes save, your personal information on their site. How
then, do you learn to enjoy and utilize the internet in a safe and responsible way? Join the
people of St. Mark’s, Columbus, on Sunday, Feb. 26 at 11:15 a.m. for ‘Personal Safety
in the Digital Age,’ a special adult forum presented by St. Mark’s intern, Chad Slater.
This forum will offer valuable information for people of all computer ability. Slater will
address Internet scams, identity theft and the best ways to protect yourself. The forum is
free and open to the public. Call the church at 614.486.9452 for more information.

Whiz Kids
St. Timothy’s, Anderson Twp., and other area churches are working with Mercer
Elementary school to begin Whiz Kids, a literacy-based, one-to-one tutoring and mentoring program on Tuesdays beginning Feb. 7 and continuing to May 8. Volunteers are
needed to oversee an activity period from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m., provide dinner from 4:50 to
5:20 p.m. and meet with and tutor students from 5:25 to 6:25 p.m. The pilot program will
begin with a tutor training session on Tuesday, Feb. 7 from 3:45 to 4:30 p.m. for activity
leaders and 7 to 7:30 p.m. for tutors. Contact the church office at 513.474.4445 if you are
interested in becoming a tutor or otherwise helping out with this great program.

Dinner theatre and cabaret
The choristers of St. Luke’s, Granville, present St. Luke’s on Broadway, a dinner theatre and cabaret, on Saturday, Feb. 18 at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $25 each. Enjoy the evening
as the choristers of St. Luke’s dance through a musical night of Broadway’s best-loved
songs! The event will be held at the United Church of Granville’s annex gym at 115 W.
Broadway. Call 740.587.0167 for more information.

Trinity a part of Columbus Public Art 2012
Columbus Public Art 2012 is a temporary public art project in which works will be
displayed in public spaces in a 36-acre area of downtown Columbus surrounding the
statehouse and along the riverfront. Exploring the physical and philosophical measurement of time, projects range from sculpture and murals to sound works and site-specific
performances. As a part of Public Art 2012, original compositions are being played on the
bells at Trinity Church on Capitol Square, beginning in January with an original piece
by composer Sheena Phillips. A new composition will be played each month throughout
the year at 12:15 and 5:15 p.m. Monday-Saturday, and at noon on Sundays.

Craft Day
Christ Church, Dayton, will hold a craft day on Saturday, Feb. 11 from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. in the Parish Hall. Soup will be provided for lunch and folks can bring a dish to share.
There are plenty of outlets for sewing machines and plenty of tables and space to lay out
projects. Come on out on a cold winter’s day and enjoy some fellowship, food and time
to finish some of your projects! Call 937.223.2239 for more information.

Formation
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Rest in
peace

CALENDAR
February

4 – Explorers’ Day at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
7 – Clergy Day at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
8 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at the Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Janice West at
937.278.2249.
9 – Fresh Start/Residency programs meet at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
10 - Standing Committee meets at Diocesan House, noon. Contact: Deborah Stokes at 614.933.8715.
12 – Absalom Jones celebration: Saluting and Celebrating the Ordination of Women in the Episcopal Church, 4
p.m. at Ascension and Holy Trinity, Wyoming.
13-16 – Rest and Rekindle: A retreat for women clergy at Transfiguration Spirituality Center. Register at
ctretreats@gmail.com.
14 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
16 – Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30 p.m. Contact: Jon
Boss at 513.761.2630.
18 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
19 – Ending date for Rebuild Our Church campaign. All funds collected through Feb. 19 will be matched dollar
for dollar from the Procter Fund. Make checks payable to Rebuild Our Church and send to Diocese of Southern
Ohio, 412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202.
20 – Diocesan House closed for President’s Day.
22 – Ash Wednesday
23 – Columbus area regional clergy meeting at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Register at diosohio.org.
25 – Safe Church trainers meet at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Darren Elin at 513.831.2052.

March
1 – Parochial reports due
1-4 – Deacons’ School at Procter Center.
2 – Latino Ministry Commission meets at Diocesan House at 5:30 p.m. Contact: Carlos DeJesus at 513.319.0287.
3 – Anti-Racism training at Procter Center, 9 a.m. Register at diosohio.org.
6 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
8 – Fresh Start/Residency programs meet at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
8 – Trustees of the Diocese meet at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
13 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
14 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at the Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Janice West at
937.278.2249.
15 – Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30 p.m. Contact: Jon
Boss at 513.761.2630.
17 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
17 – Common Ministry teams meet at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
27 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
27 – Dispatch of Business meets, 2 p.m. Crowne Plaza, Columbus. Contact: Heather Windle at 800.582.1712.
28 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan House at noon. Contact: Deborah Stokes at 614.933.8715.
30-April 1 – Exodus 9 at Procter Center. Cost $35. Register at youth.diosohio.org.

Edward D. McDaniel, the father of Geri
McDaniel, assistant to the canons, died Jan.
19. He was 88. A World War II veteran, he
was the father of five children, grandfather
of nine and great-grandfather of 24. A service was held Jan. 25 at St. John United
Church of Christ. Memorials may be made
to the American Heart Association.
Dr. Gerre Hancock, a renowned organist who served at Christ Church Cathedral
from 1962 to 1971, died Jan. 21. He was
77. He spent more than three decades as
organist and master of the choristers at St.
Thomas Church in Manhattan and was a
sought-after organ soloist worldwide. The
New York Times called his improvisational
abilities “the finest of any American concert
organist.”

Transitions

Congregations

St. James, Columbus; All Saints,
Portsmouth: Beginning process
St. Andrew’s, Evanston; St. Paul’s,
Dayton; Trinity, Troy: Developing profile
North Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster
- Interviewing

VISITATIONS
February
5
12
18
19
26

Mark it down
April 3 – Renewal of Vows at Procter Center, Christ Chapel, 11 a.m.
May 3-5 Thurgood Marshall Symposium: Prison and ex-offender ministries.
May 5 – Regional confirmation (East) at Good Shepherd, Athens, 11 a.m. Contact: Pat Haug at 800.582.1712 ext. 103.
May 12 – Regional confirmation (Columbus) at St. Mark’s, Columbus, 11 a.m. Contact: Pat Haug at
800.582.1712 ext. 103.
May 19 – Second annual Procter Camper Scamper 5K/1K Run and Walk at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Cost $15.
Participants will receive lunch and t-shirt. Register at www.procter.diosohio.org.
May 27 – Regional confirmation (Cincinnati) at Christ Church Cathedral, 3 p.m. Contact: Pat Haug at
800.582.1712 ext. 103.

Church of Our Saviour, Cincinnati
St. Stephen’s, Cincinnati
St. Anne’s, West Chester (Rivera)
Celebration of New Ministry, St.
James, Westwood (4 p.m.)
St. Barnabas, Montgomery
Holy Trinity, Oxford

March
4
11
18
25

St. George’s, Dayton
St. Margaret’s, Trotwood (Rivera)
St. Patrick’s, Dublin
House of Bishops
Holy Trinity, Kenwood
St. Francis, Springboro (Rivera)

All visitations are by Bishop Breidenthal, unless
noted.
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MLK holiday: ‘A day on, not a day off’
from page 1
piece missing, however, was a way for the community to
come together for an important cause on Martin Luther King
Day.
Church shopping, the Methodist family was instructed
by their youngest daughter that her first-grade teacher, Terry
Applegate, was super-cool and they should check out St.
Luke’s, where Terry’s husband is the priest.
The Mintons ventured in and were won over by the Rev.
Stephen Applegate’s vibrant preaching, which engaged
both parents and children, plus a warm welcome from
parishioners, including Denison theology professor David
Woodyard. For decades Woodyard has inspired students to
engage their spirituality in civic action.
St. Luke’s has led the community for six years in raising money for the Food Pantry Network through an annual
Turkey Trot. “1,600 people turned out for Turkey Trot this
fall,” Minton reports. “Half of Granville! They ran, walked,
pushed strollers and raised $31,000 for the pantries.”
But contributions often drop off after Christmas. Concerned
by continuing ominous trends – pantry use was up 30% in
2011 over 2010, Minton started brainstorming with a business colleague, marketer Rob Cathcart, over a barbecue
sandwich last November. The idea took wing.
“Within a day, Rob had the website up: www.onedayoneton.
org,” Minton exclaims. Not only a user-friendly recruitment
tool, the website also does great teaching. With the giant typography of “62.4 tons” it conveys that pantries can buy a pound
of commodities for 4¢ at the Mid-Ohio Food Bank. Instead of
just giving dollar amounts, the drop-down menu on the donation
page makes the impact vivid: “$12.25: feed a person for a week.
$49: feeds four people for a week.”
This miracle math makes it possible for anyone from a
first grader on to make a real dent in hunger.
“A lot of people wanted to get their family involved in
community service but didn’t know where to turn,” Cathcart
notes. “So many of the service projects in Granville throughout the year are organized by specific clubs or civic groups.
With Feed the Dream, a family could sign up as an organization and be part of the success.”
The project instantly won support. A neighbor signed up
the Knights of Columbus. Applegate reached out to the min-

Volunteers help the community of Granville collect 62.4 tons of food to support area food banks.
isters’ association, Minton reports.
In order not to compete with Turkey Trot and Christmas
donations, the planning team waited until January to publicize Feed the Dream. As soon as school resumed, Jeff
Brown, superintendent of the Granville Schools, championed the plan, encouraging teachers and students to inform
themselves on hunger issues and volunteer on the Jan. 16
school holiday.
The town’s clergy announced it to their congregations on
Jan. 8, and Woodyard achieved “a miracle,” Minton laughs,
succeeding in sending out an all-student email, which is
apparently virtually impossible, as soon as Denison students
returned from winter break.
For people who like to bring cans, not checks, the website
gave a wish list of staples that are essential to families but
often in short supply at the food bank, like peanut butter.
“Ross’s Granville Market put the items on that list on sale
for the whole week leading up to Martin Luther King Day,”
Minton says. “We saw many people come right out of the

grocery store and straight to our truck to give us items they
had bought.”
Groups from a grade-school hockey team to college fraternities took shifts to accept donations in the grocery store
parking lot. A number of other businesses throughout town
served as collection points, offering perks (A spa promised
pampering. The library offered Food for Fines: a dollar off
for every can).
A man who had needed help at the pantry in December
contributed two bags of groceries and $5, “paying it back just
two weeks after his family had been in such need,” marvels
Minton.
Defying the horrible weather, this feast of civic love continued for nine hours. Nearly 400 people came out to deliver
donations of food or cash, and a whole town proved to itself
its power to do miracle math.
To learn more about Feed the Dream, visit www.onedayoneton.org
or e-mail Alan Minton at astewartaaa@gmail.com

Mission note: Episcopal Relief & Development
As directed by a convention resolution, congregations in
the Diocese of Southern Ohio are encouraged to designate
the fourth Sunday in Lent (March 18) as Episcopal Relief
& Development Sunday. This is an opportunity to support
the life-saving work of the church-wide organization.
Episcopal Relief & Development is an international
relief and development agency and a compassionate
response to human suffering on behalf of The Episcopal
Church of the United States. They work to heal a hurting
world, guided by the principles of compassion, dignity and
generosity.
Their mandate comes from the words of Jesus, found in
Matthew 25: 37-40, that calls followers to feed the hungry,

care for the sick and welcome the stranger.
Resources and information about how to organize this
event for the local congregation may be found at http://
www.er-d.org/ERDSunday.

Also available: Episcopal Relief & Development produces a free Lenten Meditations Booklet. This year’s devotional provides a particular focus on promoting health and
fighting disease while preparing the soul for healing. It is
co-authored by a group of Episcopal Church leaders from a
variety of backgrounds and theological perspectives.
Orders can be placed by calling the Atlanta-based
Episcopal Media Center at 866.937.2772; by email at
sales@episcopalmedia.org; by visiting www.er-d.org/
Lent/; or online at http://episcopalmarketplace.org/
Products/Episcopal-Relief-Development. Feb. 10 is the
deadline to place orders that will be received by Ash
Wednesday.
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Flying Pig joins El Hogar:
Support mission -- and
your body
The Cincinnati Flying Pig Race has accepted El Hogar Ministries as an official charity. The Flying
Pig is recognized nationally as a well-organized, prime event that draws participants from across the
country. Now, runners (and walkers) can participate in the race as well as raise funds for El Hogar, a
home in Honduras for impoverished children.
Many congregations in the diocese support El Hogar through financial contributions and prayer
as well as frequent mission trips. For instance, Church of the
Redeemer in Hyde Park sends missioners to Honduras at least
once a year; a medical mission leaves this month.
With the new designation as an official charity, runners and
walkers can have a portion of their race fees donated to El
Hogar. Whether you want to run or walk three, 10, 13 or 26
miles, your participation can make a difference. Register for
the Pig online at www.flyingpigmarathon.com/race_information/registration. Then select the charity El Hogar and use the
code EHMFPM. If you register using this code before April
18, you will get the lowest registration price while still benefiting El Hogar.
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Join us!
More information can be found on the El Hogar Flying
Pig team Facebook page
Free training plans are available from Chris Tokarz,
Procter Center director, at ctokarz@diosohio.org
Hate to run alone? Train with Sole Mates, Church of the Redeemer, Cincinnati. Join them for
a kick-off run on Feb. 4, with a get-to-know-you gathering at 8:30 a.m. at the church, 2944 Erie
Ave., Cincinnati. After introductions and some fellowship time, the group will run and/or walk
around the neighborhood. Information: Karen Murphy at r_murphy@fuse.net or Tommy Kirk at
thomaskirk118@gmail.com
Volunteer to support the runners/walkers (e.g. cheering squads, pasta dinner): Information: Laura
Booke at lbooke@cinci.rr.com or Carolyn Martin at kdmartin@pol.net

Helping
others
Members of St. James, Piqua, assembled holiday food baskets for 100 residents who depend each week on the city’s
largest food pantry for help. In a joint venture with Trinity, Troy,
the baskets contained food for a family of six, with turkey
rolls, potatoes, fruit, corn, green beans, apple pie and more.
The food baskets were made possible through grants and
donations that totaled approximately $2,400.

Q: What is
the mission
of the
Church?

A: The mission of
the Church is to restore
all people to unity with God
and each other in Christ.
Nothing has more potential to
bring people closer to God and each
other than a natural disaster. But it can
also drive people apart. The mission of the
Church in these situations is lived through a variety of responses. When hurricanes like Katrina, Rita
and Irene have hit thriving communities, the effects are
devastating and, in some cases, permanent. The grief over
the loss of life incurred by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods and
other natural disasters is only magnified when folks awaken
to the reality of the loss of home, domestic animals and a
sense of “place.”
The Church has responded to these disasters through
immediate pastoral care, longer-term rebuilding efforts,
and the gifts of prayer and financial support. Many of the
churches in the Diocese of Southern Ohio continue to send
folks to the Gulf Coast to help the ongoing rebuilding efforts
post Hurricane Katrina. Through the support of Episcopal
Relief and Development, our combined financial contributions make it possible for that agency to provide relief to our
sisters and brothers from flood-ravaged Vermont to earthquake victims in Haiti to those suffering from drought in
Africa. The ministry of presence, prayer and money all contribute to the hope that those who experience an encounter
with individuals from the Church also encounter Jesus. It is
gestures both large and small that bring hope to the devastated and begin the process of restoration.
In an attempt to assure that Southern Ohio has the
capacity to respond appropriately to the unexpected ravages
of nature, we are beginning a relationship with the Lutheran
Disaster Response of Ohio. Mary Woodward is now the
Disaster Coordinator not only for the Lutheran Church
(through Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio) but also
for our diocese as well. In 2012 we hope to have at least
one person in every congregation trained by Woodward to
serve as volunteers at the time of a disaster. She also works
with Ohio Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (Ohio
VOAD), a collaboration of 41 faith-based and non-governmental agencies who respond during times of disaster. This
organization works to prevent duplication of services and
through collaboration extends the resources available to
meet more needs.
If you would like to be part of a disaster volunteer
corps, contact the Rev. Canon Anne Reed, canon for mission, at areed@diosohio.org, or contact Mary Woodward
at mwoodward_1@msn.com, or call her office at
740.732.6700.
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Cincinnati’s long history of ministry, support of Haiti

Hope realized: Refugee
becomes U.S. citizen

By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
On a wintry day 20 years ago, Ilfeca Dorvilus and a band
of parishioners from Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming,
began their journey.
Dorvilus fled from Haiti in 1991, when a coup against
then-President Jean-Bertrand Aristide drove thousands to
flee the island nation. An ombudsman of sorts for the local
community on behalf of Aristide’s government, Dorvilus
was targeted for retribution – and death. When a thug arrived
at his family’s home to mete out the punishment, Dorvilus
narrowly escaped out the back window of his home and
made for the coast, where he jumped on one of the flotilla
of small boats headed north. Picked up by the Coast Guard,
the refugees were taken to Guantanamo, where Dorvilus was
judged to have a strong case for asylum.
U.S. officials put him on a plane to Cincinnati, a city
he’d never heard of. As he walked out into the dark wintry
unknown, he met a group of complete strangers, parishioners
of Ascension and Holy Trinity, who cheerfully called his
name, waved balloons and offered a parka.
For the people of Ascension & Holy Trinity, welcoming
Dorvilus is part of a long and continuing commitment to
the people of Haiti. In January, as part of the diocesan and
church-wide campaign to rebuild the Episcopal Cathedral in
Port-au-Prince, the Cincinnati-area congregation presented
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal with a check for $1,000. But
even back in the 1980s, the congregation was passionate
about mission and ministry with this island country.
Six years before Dorvilus arrived, Ascension & Holy
Trinity teamed up with a rural Haitian Episcopal parish and
several other American churches to raise funds to build an
elementary school, the only option for 500 children from
surrounding mountain villages. More than 100 Ascension
& Holy Trinity parishioners had been to Haiti on planning
and construction trips, which always included a visit to the
Episcopal Cathedral in Port-au-Prince and happy meetings
with the students in the Cathedral’s school and music program.
Horrified by the violence unleashed by the coup in the fall
of 1991, parishioners asked other churches in the diocese’s
Cincinnati West Deanery to join them to sponsor up to four
Haitian refugees. On the other side of the diocese, Good
Shepherd, Athens also sponsored four Haitian refugees.
Teaming with Haitian doctors and teachers who had been
in Cincinnati for many years, parishioners worked on behalf
of the refugees to find affordable apartments, collect clothes
and furniture, organize rides to English classes at Traveler’s
Aid, and help these non-English speakers – barely literate
even in French – to fill out the forms to get their social security cards and work permits. A huge task was completing

Ilfeca Dorvilus (at right) with Jeannette Thiemann of Ascension &
Holy Trinity, Wyoming, and two other refugees sponsored by the
Cincinnati West Deanery on Easter Sunday, 1992.
the affidavits, translations and forms needed to apply for
asylum.
Ascension & Holy Trinity parishioner Glenn Bryant gave
the four Haitian refugees their first American job. Dorvilus
has been working ever since, in food processing, fast food
restaurants, janitorial jobs, and now doing landscaping and
construction on a project-by-project basis – far less job security but better hourly pay.
He has striven to learn English and worked arduous
manual jobs, all the while sending home most of his earn- Charleston Wang, an immigration attorney and member at Christ
ings to support his six children. One son, McDonald, died Church Cathedral, helped Dorvilus become a U.S. citizen.
at the age of nine. The five surviving children range from
Edainge, who is 31, to Beatrice, who will turn 20 in March.
She was born the day after her dad set foot in the United the family had to travel to a pay phone to receive his calls by
States. Her mother, Ilose, died just three years later, Dorvilus appointment. In early years, Dorvilus’ monthly phone bills
is convinced, of a broken heart.
often mounted to hundreds of dollars, but now, finally, father
During these 20 long years, he has worked to maintain and children can stay in daily touch affordably by texting.
ties with his faraway family, sending them messages by cassette, wiring money and waiting for the snapshots that are
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
his only visual trace of their vanishing childhoods. Initially
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Dorvilus began seeking permanent residence status but, because of the immense
backlog of U.S. immigration processing, it
took 14 years. Learning of his plight, immigration lawyer Charleston Wang, a member of
Christ Church Cathedral, offered his services
pro bono, helping Dorvilus to finally win permanent residence (the “green card”) in 2006.
Once he had the green card, Dorvilus
could finally travel to Haiti to see his parents,
brothers, and children face-to-face for the
only time in the past 20 years.
Permanent residents must wait five years
to be eligible to apply for citizenship. Once
again this fall, Wang donated his expertise
to make sure Dorvilus’ final application
covered all bases. The Rev. Roger Foote,
rector of Christ Church, Glendale, and the
Rev. Eric Miller, rector of Ascension &
Holy Trinity, teamed up to pay the $595 fee
required to apply for citizenship.
On Jan. 10, after staying up all night quizzing himself on the hundred questions on
the U.S. citizenship test, Dorvilus put on a
spotless white shirt, his sober grey suit, and
carefully knotted his tie.
Anxious but ready, he submitted to the
security check at the Cincinnati Federal
Building, signed in at the immigration office,
and waited to be called for the final hurdle to
becoming an American.
At stake was his best hope of rescuing
his sons and daughter from the havoc that
has been Haiti for the last 20 years, from
the violent overthrow of a democratically
elected president in 1991 to the aftermath
of the 2010 earthquake from which his children – all of whom were in Port-au-Prince
– miraculously survived.
The first person to be tested by Cincinnati
immigration officials on this afternoon,
Dorvilus emerged a half-hour later.
“I passed!” he exclaimed, and all the other
people waiting fearfully to take their tests,
from a young Bulgarian couple to a stylish
West Indian lady – exploded into shouts and
applause.

What’s next
On Jan. 8, two days before the citizenship
test, the Rev. Eric Miller, rector of Ascension
& Holy Trinity, Wyoming, offered a heartfelt
prayer for Ilfeca Dorvilus.
The following Sunday, Dorvilus came to
the front of the church again, thanked the
parish, and with profound dignity and joy,
recited the questions he had been asked and
his correct answers. The congregation burst
into cheers.
As a citizen, Dorvilus finally has the
status that offers some hope of speeding
up reunification. For his sons who are over
21, this process is likely to take years, but
Beatrice - still under 21 – might win permission to come within a year.
Please pray for this father and his children
to be reunited at last.

How to help:
Rebuild Our Church
During the season of Epiphany, the
Diocese of Southern Ohio hopes to
raise $90,000 to help rebuild the
Episcopal Holy Trinity Cathedral in
Port-au-Price, Haiti. The cathedral,
along with the majority of the country’s Episcopal churches and schools,
was destroyed in January 2010 by a
devastating earthquake.
A year after the quake, The Episcopal
Church launched a church-wide fundraising campaign called Rebuild Our
Church in Haiti. Acting through the
Executive Council, The Episcopal Church
has asked for every diocese and congregation to join in the initial phase of
rebuilding Holy Trinity Cathedral in the
Diocese of Haiti, numerically the largest
diocese in The Episcopal Church.
Southern Ohio’s campaign kicked
off at the 137th convention with
a donation of $30,000 by Christ
Church Cathedral. Bishop Thomas E.
Breidenthal then challenged the congregations and people of the diocese
to raise another $30,000 — or more.
He announced that the Procter Fund
would match the $30,000 – and
beyond, if the diocese raises even
more.
An array of resources are available to
help conduct the local campaign, from
planning and recruiting guides to communications such as bulletin inserts,
posters and e-news content. Resources
are in Word, Excel, and .pdf formats.
Visit http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
HaitiAppeal/ to download.
Diocesan chair of the Rebuild Haiti
Committee Emily Pucker and Bertie
Ray III want to help! Contact Pucker
at emilyjane2004@yahoo.com and
Ray at bertieray3rd@mac.com.
If you wish to make a donation
by check, please make checks payable to Rebuild Our Church and send
to: Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412
Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202 –
ATTN: Haiti. To make online donations,
visit http://www.diosohio.org/haiti.html
What are you doing to help? Share
the story of how you or your congregation is helping to rebuild the
cathedral? Visit www.diosohio.com/
haiti to post and read the stories!
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‘Bondie bon’ God is good
from page 1
as temporary classrooms.
Yes, I finally cried when I went into the
ruins of what I remembered as a beautiful cathedral. There is such loss. But I was
heartened to see that the remaining murals
had been taken away for restoration, and the
sounds of the children lifted me back into the
sense of overflowing life that fills the place.
Worship at the cathedral goes on as well.
While there was no midnight service for
Christmas this year, I looked forward to knowing that I would, as always, be greeted with
warmth, with music, with the sound of children
and the smell of incense. Celebrating the feast
of the Incarnation, I was reminded that this
pavilion, sheltered by palm trees, becomes
week after week the place where the gathered
Body of Christ celebrates that Incarnation,
welcoming Christ’s presence in our hearts, in
the Eucharist, and in each other. And then each
week we go forth to do the work God has given

us, loving and serving the Lord in those around
us as we work together in the rebuilding of this
beautiful country.
I can assure you that the Diocese of Haiti
is doing good work. The parish where I did
my seminary field education internship in
2009 has provided free treated water to the
local community since the cholera epidemic
began and houses the only treatment center
in the area. It continues its goat project and
schools. This is only one of so many who
are doing significant hands-on ministry in
situations where most Americans would fail
to see the possibilities. The church here is
resilient and full of hope.
“Bondie bon,” I hear. God is good.
Your help in the rebuilding of the Holy
Trinity complex will enable the diocese to
move forward in its ministries even more
effectively. Thank you for what you have
done and are doing. Pray for us and pray for
Haiti as a whole, and know, with us, that “in
the Lord our labor is not in vain.”

Sr. Sarah Randall has been back in Haiti since November. She is a sister with the
Society of St. Margaret, which is based in Massachusetts and has a strong ministry in Haiti, She learned about Southern Ohio’s participation in the Rebuild Our
Church campaign because she was a volunteer for the 2006 General Convention
held in Columbus. When she received an e-newsletter about Southern Ohio’s
efforts, she offered thanksgiving for the diocese’s support – and asked how she
could help. Her reflections tell the story of a cathedral that is far more than a
building but rather a place central to the way of life in Port-au-Prince.

Students worship outdoors near the destroyed cathedral in Port-au-Prince.
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