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Letter from the bishop:
A visit to Haiti

his is just a brief greeting as I
reach the midpoint of my sabbatical. Margaret and I just
returned from five days in Haiti,
where the board of the National
Association of Episcopal Schools
met and visited a number of schools.
(Some may not be aware that
the Diocese of Haiti is part of the
Episcopal Church, and that it runs
almost 250 schools there.)
I will tell you about our school
adventures when I return (suffice it
to say they included a very bumpy
jeep ride up a dry riverbed into the
mountains, through remote villages,
banana forests and sugar cane fields).
But for now I want to share with you
our visit to the ruins of the Episcopal
cathedral in Port-au-Prince, just a few
streets from our hotel.
  As you know, the 2010 earthquake leveled the cathedral and the
various schools and agencies that
occupied its grounds, killing many
children and teachers. Our diocese
was very generous in its response
to the Presiding Bishop’s appeal for
funds to rebuild the cathedral. Plans

have recently been unveiled for a
new cathedral and its environs, on
the site of the old buildings.
In the meantime, the ruins still
stand, and what could be salvaged
of the cathedral’s beautiful frescoes
lies in crates in a shed in the middle
of what used to be the nave. I took
some pictures that may give you an
idea of the devastation that remains,
four years after the earthquake.
(The picture of the crates is perhaps the least interesting visually,
but if you look closely you will see
the crucial labels: Baptism of Christ;
Last Supper. These are among the
few murals that were salvageable,
and they will be incorporated into
the new cathedral.)
Margaret and I are now off to
Mendocino, California. Please pray
for us as we do for you. We’ll be back
on Palm Sunday. I am grateful for
this chance to explore, to write, and
to go deep.
– The Rt. Rev. Thomas E.
Breidenthal
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Welcome to
Connections
Welcome to Connections, a new publication of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Connections replaces Interchange, the
newspaper that has served the diocese
well for the last 45 years. You may be
asking, Why change the name? What’s
wrong with Interchange?

Why it changed

Interchange made its debut in June
1969. The name was bold and modern
and the vision was stated right in the
masthead: “to communicate the action,
interaction and reaction in the Episcopal
Church in Southern Ohio.”
An early Interchange masthead. Note the cloverleaf interchange
In the late 1960s, highway interchanges were being constructed around
Cincinnati, Columbus and Dayton. The diocese was embarking on ways to increase interchange among the
congregations and parishioners. When pen was put to paper, it was easy to bring those highway interchanges
together in a way that could include a cross. In fact, the early masthead of Interchange included a graphic of a
highway ‘cloverleaf’ interchange, with a cross.
Fast-forward 45 years, to today. Why change the name? Once again, we are looking to change our publication
to closer reflect the life of the diocese in this time and place. And through several years of listening, discussion, dot
exercises and strategic planning, connection has emerged as primary to what this diocese longs and strives for.

Bishop Breidenthal said it best in his address at our diocesan
convention in November: “Connection in every which way is the diocesan
principle. It’s not just about the connection of every Episcopal congregation
with every other Episcopal congregation in a defined geographical area.
It’s the connection of every parish with its surrounding neighbors, its
neighborhood, not to woo them into our pews, though they are always
welcome, but to establish ever-expanding relationships of trust and hope.”
continued on next page
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How it’s changed

Ultimately, the majority of the suggestions used some form of the word common
or a theme of connection.

A new name

digital integration

Choosing the new name was not a decision we made lightly. We asked for
your input, because it was important that the name we chose speaks to you,
the reader, about what our diocesan publication is all about. We got a lot of
suggestions – some good, and some, well, creative. Play on words or unique
spellings of words were not considered because the cultural reference of many
of them would become quickly outdated. We wanted this name to last.
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The new Connections is
designed to work seamlessly
across print and digital.

What’s going on in
congregations around
the diocese

THE DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN OHIO

www.EpiscopaliansInConnection.com

The most exciting change is implementation of a new digital integration,
dsoConnections.org. Rather than just a online flip-book of the print version,
dsoConnections.org is a multi-platform, fully interactive site, designed to equip
us with tools for continuing the conversation and strengthening our common
connection.

CONNECTIONS.org
Seek & Find
Every word of every issue of
Connections is searchable.

dsoConnections.org will
always boot up to the
latest edition but all
previous editions will only
be a click away.

Join the Conversation
Because dsoConnections.org takes
a blog type format it is easy for you
to comment on each story and
enter into a conversation with the
author and others.

Connections
your way!
dsoConnections.org works
across all of your platforms:
Computer
Tablet

3
3
o
o
3Print
3 Smart Phone o
o

Enjoy audio and
visual integration.
Go to the YouTube article in the
current issue as an example.
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Long history of print communication
A trip through the diocesan archives teaches us that Connections is the
sixth iteration of printed communication in our diocese. The first, Standard of
the Cross, was a weekly publication of the Diocese of Ohio (of which we were
a part until 1875). Standard of the Cross appears to have premiered sometime around 1867. The earliest copy in our archives is from Sept. 14, 1872.
According to the masthead, it was printed every Saturday in Oberlin, Ohio
and a yearly subscription would cost you $2.50.
The fledgling Diocese of Southern Ohio began publishing The Church
Chronicle sometime around 1879 (our earliest copy is Vol. XXI from
January 1900) and that publication continued until March 1914. No word
in the early editions on what a subscription would set you back, but paid
advertising for products and services was prevalent throughout the publication, everything from undertakers to insurance companies to Jackson’s
Cough Lozenges – an advertisement directed to the clergy “to keep the
voice clear and smooth.”
The Church Messenger, the successor to The Church Chronicle, debuted in
April 1914. The Rev. J.D. Herron was the managing editor, and the subscription price was 50 cents. According to that first issue: “With this issue, by the
action of the Committee of the Cathedral Chapter on the diocesan paper,
the name is changed from The Church Chronicle to the Church Messenger.
The paper will not cease to be a chronicle of passing events in the life of the
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Church, but it will aim to be more. It will aim to bring to its readers from
these events messages of cheer, of warning, of instruction, and of comfort.”
The Messenger went through many changes during its 54 years of publication, especially in its size. During the late 1930s and 1940s, the publication
was small, like a thick booklet. Legend has it that the size change came about
because then-editor Archdeacon David Thornberry was told by a marketer
to do it that way because when people stack up papers and publications on
their desk or table, they invariably put the smallest item on top! Ergo, The
Messenger appeared on lots of coffee tables – or so we all suppose.
In June 1968, Bishop Roger Blanchard called for a change to the publication to closer reflect the current life of the diocese. For the next nine months,
the diocese produced a letter, entitled Four-Twelve, to keep church leaders informed while the new vision was being developed. The first issue of
Interchange made its debut in June 1969. And for the next 45 years, through
multiple editorial, size and style changes, Interchange communicated the
action, interaction and reaction of the Episcopal Church in Southern Ohio to
the people of Southern Ohio.
And now, we have Connections. A new name, a new look and a new focus. So
whether you choose print or pixels, Connections will not cease to be a “chronicle of passing events in the life of the Church,” nor will it stop “communicating the action, interaction and reaction in the Episcopal Church in Southern
Ohio.” Again, we aim to be more.
Many thanks to the Rev. David McCoy for his assistance with this historical time line.
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Racial Profiling:

A History Storytelling of Pride and Tragedy
By Merelyn B. Bates-Mims
My mother’s mother, Cora Owens, was
born in Freetown,
Louisiana near
Petit Anse on April
1, 1886 somewhere
along Center Street
highway in Iberia
Parish, going towards
the shorelines of
the Vermilion Bay and the Gulf of
Mexico. Mama Cora spoke about hiding out all night under the porch of
her family’s home as vigilante hooded
terrorists rode through that area in
an effort to control the ‘officially free’
laborers caught up in Jim Crow reenslavement agricultural economies.
But more than that, Mama Cora also
told stories about a place called Howe
Institute, located on the site where
the Iberia Parish Court House now
stands.
Deemed ‘inept’, as it were, at working in the cane and pepper producing
fields of Freetown, Mama was outfitted by her father, Henry Owens,
with her own mule so that she could
daily travel the couple of miles or so
distance to the Institute. “Ineptness”
label for his daughter provided protection against threat of harm from
a number of enforcement sources
whose expectation was that every
able-bodied person of Mama’s hue
mandatorily lived under nigh-slave
family ‘contracts’ known as share crop
farming.
While rummaging through the stuff
of previous research, I ran across an
old Sunday, February 9, 1986 article
published in The Daily Iberian,
our family’s hometown newspaper,
titled “Howe Institute was oasis of
learning for blacks.” The school was
administered by the 6th District
Missionary (African-American)
Baptist Association from 1887-1933,
when public schools for blacks finally
began to appear. The article talked
about how during its 46-year tenure,

the school provided Iberia Parish with
“some of its finest educators, providing quality 1-12th grade education
that included the teaching of “works
by Cicero, Caesar and other Roman
authors,” and presenting dramatic
and musical performances so that the
“students could demonstrate their
skills in oration, singing and other
areas.”
These descriptions tell a story in
marked contrast to the present-day
state of affairs where, in recent years,
says U.S. Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan, “secondary schools
have suspended or expelled an estimated two million students a year–a
staggering amount of lost teaching
and learning… disproportionately
applied to children of color and students with disabilities.”
“Making matters worse,” says
Secretary Duncan during the January
2014 official release of the Joint
DOJ-ED School Discipline Guidance
Package, designed and issued to
promote positive school climates and
equitable discipline practices, such
huge disparity “is not caused by differences in children; it’s caused by
differences in training, professional
development, and discipline policies.
It is adult behavior that needs to
change.”
According to the Secretary, civil
rights data indicate that AfricanAmerican students without disabilities are more than three times
as likely as their white peers to be
expelled or suspended. “Exclusionary
discipline is so common that in some
cases, pre-K students as young as
three- and four-years old are getting
suspended. In Maryland, 91 pre-K
students were suspended or expelled
during the 2011-12 school year.”
Further, a Florida State University
research study reports that
Pennsylvania privately-owned forprofit juvenile detention centers are
nourished by ‘Kids for Cash’ judicial
sentencing to life without parole for
teenagers. Professor Patricia Warren,
College of Criminology and Criminal

Justice, has written that younger
offenders are more likely to be sentenced to prison than are older offenders and that Black and Hispanic rates
of incarceration are “six to eight times
that of White offenders and males
are 14 times as likely as women to be
sentenced to prison.”
These are some of the sources and
information cited by the research
report produced by the Bishop’s Task

hue; the war on drugs and the mandatory minimum sentencing that
irrevocably impose life imprisonment
on children guilty of frivolous ‘crimes’
one hundred and twenty-seven (127)
years after the founding of Howe
Institute for the education of ‘colored’
and ‘Negro’ children, the correctness of the chosen appellation being
dependent on the U.S. Census thencurrent ethnic and racial categories of

AfricanAmerican
students without disabilities
are more than
three times as
likely as their
white peers to
be expelled or
suspended.
Force of Racial Profiling commissioned by our bishop, the Rt. Rev.
Thomas E. Breidenthal. Steeped in
moral voice championing of democracy and human rights and acting
on the 2012 General Convention’s
Anglican Communion Five Marks of
Mission as a mission priority framework for the 2013-2015 triennium,
the ultimate mission is “to seek to
transform unjust structures of society.” The Task Force report educates
congregations and others concerning
profiling and its interrelated social
justice issues, i.e., the incarceration of
youth; education and zero tolerance
policy criminalizing school discipline
and thus assuring ‘school to prison’
pipelines for children of Mama Cora’s

choice and the enumerator’s eyesight
judgment.
And because my father’s father,
my beloved Papa Ed, was born in
1860 Virginia slavery, I searched and
found that Africans were imported
into the United States until 1860
even though importation was outlawed by the language of the U.S.
Constitution in 1808. “Over those
intervening 246 years,” says Rutgers
University and New York University
scholar Waldron H. Giles “American
slaves contributed more than 605 billion hours of free labor.”
Giles’ calculation methodology
assumed that, on average, “slaves

continued on next page
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worked some 60 hours per week
for 51 weeks during enslavement
years with the average pay rate
over the…years at $.10 per hour.
The results of the economic value
of this free labor, when inflated
conservatively at 3% to 2006 dollars, Giles estimates at a “staggering value of 20.3 trillion dollars
amounting to $563,450 per African
American [in 2006]…”
“And since the dollar has
constantly inflated in value
and money like matter is never
destroyed,” says Giles, “this slaveinduced contribution is still working and funding new ventures,
within the US economy as we
speak.”
On his end, Papa approached
the local board of education asking
for public education for black children. The board’s reply instructed
that the black community must
first raise $2,000 in start-up
funding–even though black citizens
paid public taxes.
So the story goes, all the people
pitched in: Raising and selling
chickens; engaging in extra menial
labor; and generally absorbing
their hearts and hands into the
funding task until finally they
came up with the total. Thus, the
Iberia Parish Training School for
Colored Children that I attended
in 8th grade and where Papa
worked as janitor was born. Here,
children often arrived late to class
for having to work in cane fields
and rice fields. Yet, because of the
patience of teachers, children’s
talents were developed and encouraged and there was constant
talk of college, since none were
labeled ‘learning disabled’ by the
standards of ‘testing’ required by
modern systems of teaching and
learning.
Were I in elementary school
today, and by educator instant
first eyesight standards, would I be
profiled as ‘learning disabled’? The
thought arises. So for Mama Cora
and Papa Ed’s history of experience,
I give thanks.
Dr. Merelyn B. Bates-Mims serves as
Principal Researcher for the Bishop’s
Task Force on Racial Profiling.
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Celebration
of Día de la
Virgen de
Guadalupe
By Carlos deJesus
Connections contributor
The Virgin of Guadalupe holiday celebrates the appearance of the Virgin of
Guadalupe to the Mexican people in 1531.
It is traditionally observed in Mexico with
a procession, a ceremonial mass and a fair.
This year, the holiday was celebrated at the
The special mass was followed by a community meal.
Latino Ministry Center in Forest Park on
the day of the holiday,
December 12. The special
mass was followed by a
community meal. The
Rev. David Bailey of St.
Stephen’s, Cincinnati,
was the celebrant and
Sister Priscilla Jean
Wright of the Community
of the Transfiguration
served as deacon.
The community meal
following the mass consisted primarily of ethnic
dishes from throughout
Latin America brought
by those who turn to this
facility as a source of
ministry. The two main
dishes were Guatemalan
Atole and Mexican Posole.
This was a fine opportunity to celebrate with
friends, and more than
40 people attended this
Before the mass, an area near the altar was arranged to display the various images of the
happy event.
Virgin Mary brought for the occasion. The mass began with a procession with the images, followed by their blessing.
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Staff realignment: Who does what
By the Rev. Canon Anne Reed, Canon for Mission and
the Rev. Canon Lynn Carter-Edmands, Canon for Formation
In September 2013, we began living into our ministries as Canon for
Formation and Canon for Mission with different responsibilities than those we
had when we first joined Bishop Breidenthal’s executive staff. Yet folks still
inquire as to whether or not we ‘like our new jobs.’ Others inquire as to ‘what
do you do now? I can’t remember.’
In an attempt to help us all keep track of the roles two of the three canons now
have, we have prepared this list; you can hang it on your refrigerator or your bulletin board, if you like. Regardless of whether or not you keep track of it, we are
happy to respond to your calls and questions, and point you in the right direction.

Commission on Ministry

• Liaison to the Commission on Ministry (The Rev. Charlotte
Reed, chair)
• School for Diaconal Formation (The Revs. Lee Anne Reat and
Douglas Argue, convenors)
• Post ordination Residency program oversight

Ann REED,

Canon for MISSION

Committees/Commission/Ministry/
Organization Liaison (Alphabetical
order)

• Affirmative Aging (The Rev. Bruce Smith, chair)

• Appalachian Ministry (The Rev. Judi Wiley, chair)
• Disaster Relief (Mary Woodward, Disaster Relief Coordinator)
• Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations (Kimberley Fonner, chair)
• Episcopal Church Women/United Thank Offering (Kathy Mank, president)
• Episcopal Community Services Foundation (The Rev. Terri Thorton, Ministry Leader;
the Rev. KJ Oh, President of the Board)
• Gabriel’s Place (Bishop Breidenthal, President of the Board; Myrita Craig, Executive Director)
• Jubilee Ministry Officer
• Latino Ministry (The Rev. Fred Shirley, chair)
• Lawrence Home (Jane Paraskevopoulos, lead Trustee)
• Minority Empowerment (Ellie Johnson, chair)
• National and World Mission (The Rev. Tom Fehr, chair)
• New diocesan mission initiatives (currently exploring micro-enterprise in Appalachia with
the help of the Revs. Sallie Schisler and Ron Dower)
• Professional Development (Daryl Wilbur, chair)
• Social Justice and Public Policy (The Rev. Richard Burnett, chair)
• Union of Black Episcopalians

Supervision and Administration

• Fresh Expressions and Campus Ministries (The Revs. Jane Gerdsen and Karl Stevens,
Missioners)
• Intentional communities (in partnership with The Rev. Jane Gerdsen; Andrea Bardelmeier
oversees Floral House)
• Jessie Ball duPont Fund grant administrator
• Strategic Plan Ministry Priority #4 - Mission
• William Cooper Procter Fund requests (these ultimately go to Bishop Breidenthal for a
determination)

Diocesan Transition Minister (DTM)
for Congregations and Clergy

• Contact with oversight for all aspects of the transition ministry
process – from the time a priest announces to the warden s/he is
departing until a year after the settled rector or priest-in-charge
arrives. This involves at least a transition and discernment process
with responsibilities and expectations to be attended to with
leadership and guidance from the diocesan transition minister
(DTM). When a congregation is in transition due to the (impendLynn
ing) departure of the rector or priest-in-charge, the senior warden
Cartershould immediately contact the DTM. When priests are interested
Edmands,
in making a transition in ministry cure (e.g. seeking a new call,
Canon for Formation
and Transitions
retirement) they should contact the DTM; deacons should initially
contact the bishop. The process itself is transparent; information
pertaining to persons involved in transition is confidential.
• Facilitate development of Letters of Agreement (deacons and priests)
• Oversee transition formation for clergy and congregations: Fresh Start for priests new
to the diocese or ministry cure and congregational formation gatherings as part of the
process for congregations in transition. The Rev. Canons John Keydel, John Johanssen and
Anne Reed have assisted with congregational formation.
• All questions about transition ministry should be directed to the Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands.
Mike Miller and the Rev. Sallie Schisler currently serve as transition ministry consultants.

Formation for Common Ministry – Program Leadership
and Oversight

• Common Ministry teams and congregations
• Common Ministry Consultants (Lisa Hughes and the Revs. Judi Wiley and Bruce Freeman)

Licensed Lay Ministry Formation – Program Oversight

• Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors
• Lay Preachers (The Rev. Stephen Smith, coordinator and faculty; the Rev. Paula Jackson,
faculty)
• Worship Leader training (Deborah Stokes and Robert Benson, assisting faculty)
• Safe Church Training (The Rev. Darren Elin, diocesan coordinator)
• Anti-Racism Training (Deborah Stokes, diocesan coordinator)
(For answers to questions about database, renewals, and issuance of licenses contact
Heather Windle)

Formation – Program Oversight

• Education for Ministry (Hawley Todd, diocesan coordinator)
• www.formed2follow.org website
• Formation Commission
• Formation Ministry Priority Task Force
• Digital Formation Curator (The Rev. Shannon Kelly, Digital Formation Curator)
• Faith-in-Life grant process (Doug Pittsenbarger and the Revs. Karl Stevens and Suzanne
LeVesconte, review committee for the Formation Ministry Priority Task Force)

Diocesan Liturgies – Oversight

• Ordinations
• Clergy Days and Renewal of Vows
• Diocesan Convention
• Area Confirmations
• Liturgy & Music Commission liaison (Marty Rideout, chair)

Episcopalians

connected
The Rev. Stephen Smith, rector of St. Patrick’s, Dublin, has
been named as a candidate for diocesan bishop in the Diocese
of East Carolina. The election is scheduled for Saturday, May
17.
The Rt. Rev Kirk
Smith, Bishop of
Arizona, ordained
Robert (Bob) Saik,
on behalf of Bishop
Breidenthal, on
Sunday, January 19,
in Mesa, Arizona. In
addition to the ordination, Saik also was
installed as Rector
of the Church of
the Transfiguration
in Mesa. Following
the ordination, Saik
received a stole made
by the children of the
parish
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Rest in peace
Carson Dwight, the daughter of the Rev. Robert and Rose Dwight, died unexpectedly on Dec. 19. Carson is survived by her children Cameron Roberts and Tiana
Dwight. A memorial service was held on Feb. 1 at Christ Church, Dayton.
Lucile Decker, wife of the Rev. Clarence “Dutch” Decker, died on Dec. 24.
In addition to her husband, Lucile is survived by two daughters, Ellen Brownlee of
Pittsburgh, Pa.; and Dr. Kathleen Decker of Redmond, Wa.; five grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren. A memorial service was held on Jan. 2 at St. Stephen’s, Columbus.
Pat Ellertson, long-time member of St. John’s, Cambridge, died on Jan. 4. Pat
served for many years as the East Central Ohio Area Ministry coordinator. She was a
licensed preacher and reader, and a member and/or chair of numerous diocesan committees, commissions and task forces. She and her late husband Jud Ellertson were
fixtures at diocesan conventions and events for many years. Pat is survived by her son,
Christopher Ellertson, of San Antonio, Texas; her daughter, Laurey (Richard) Pennie,
of Denver, Colo.; and her daughter, Sally Ellertson, of Burleson, Texas. A service in celebration of her life took place Jan. 10 at St. John’s.
Former diocesan staff member Janet Maby died on Jan. 10. The Rev. Jason Leo, a
former coworker of Janet, shares these thoughts:
On January 10, Janet Maby died after a long and hard-fought struggle with cancer.
Janet was a faithful member of the Diocese of Southern Ohio for many years, and served
on Bishop Thompson’s staff in Youth Ministries and Summer Camping. Janet was also
very active in the Cursillo movement and served on a number of diocesan committees
and commissions. She was a member of the Church of the Redeemer in Cincinnati, and
when she moved to the Bishop’s Center in Columbus, she attended St. Mark’s in Upper
Arlington.  
Janet’s love for the Lord and the Church was evident at every gathering as she welcomed the young people, encouraged them to participate, make new friends and share
their gifts with the community. Janet had many skills and gifts. She was gifted in arts
and crafts and shared those gifts with great enthusiasm. At youth retreats and summer
camps, she showered staff and participants with creative works, and many still treasure
those gifts.
When my daughter was born, Janet gave my family a handmade angel, which we
have put on top of our Christmas tree every year since, and we will keep doing so as we
remember and give thanks for our friend. She was truly a person who touched many
lives, and I know that we will all miss her.
A memorial service for Maby was held at St. Patrick’s, Dublin, on Feb. 1. She was
also remembered during Eucharist in St. Paul’s Chapel at Diocesan House on Feb. 18.
Betsy Kitch, a long-time member and lay minister at Christ Church, Xenia, died on Jan.
13. Betsy is survived by her husband of 58 years, Jack, and their children: son David Kitch and
spouse Sarah, son William Kitch and spouse Elizabeth, daughter Anne Kitch and spouse James
Peck, and grandchildren Rachel, Nathan, Sophie and Lucy. A memorial service was held on Feb.
8 at Christ Church.

The Rev. Joseph Kovitch (front row, left) was received as a priest
in the Episcopal Church on Jan. 16 in a service at St. Paul’s Chapel
at Diocesan House. Kovitch, a former ELCA minister, serves as
priest-in-charge at St. Matthew’s, Westerville.

Bob Zust, a long-time member of St. Matthew’s, Westerville, died on Jan. 24.
Bob served numerous times as Senior Warden, Treasurer, and Vestry member and
sang in the choir. He is survived by his loving wife of 49 1/2 years, Geraldine (Gerrie)
Dillingham Zust; his three children, the Rev. Vicki Zust of Williamsville, N.Y., Robert
“Bob” Zust of Hilliard, Ohio and daughter-in-law Christiane (Mollard) Zust, Sandra
(Sandy) Zust Croucher of Sheffield Lake, Ohio and son-in-law Brian Croucher; and his
five grandchildren, Tyler, Amanda, Drew and Aimee Zust and Aree Croucher. A funeral
service was held on Jan. 31 at St. John’s, Worthington.
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Ministry with El Hogar
GRADUATION

Graduation was held at El Hogar’s three
schools in November 2013. El Hogar’s graduates
will attend the Agricultural School, Technical
School or Girls High School programs.
Please pray for the students and staff of
El Hogar as the 2014 school year begins in
February. If you are interested in sponsoring a
child, a teacher or a classroom, more information can be found at www.elhogar.org.

More ways to help
El Hogar

Sign up for any Flying Pig walking or running event using the discount code HOGAR14.
You will get a discount and El Hogar will get
a donation. Any additional funds raised for El
Hogar through the Flying Pig will be matched
up to $5000!
Amazon will donate 4% of all you spend to El
Hogar if you go to www.elhogar.org, click on the
Amazon link, then order as usual.
Kroger Community Rewards: 4% of all you
spend will be donated to El Hogar if you sign up
online and designate Calvary Church, Clifton
or Church of the Redeemer, Cincinnati as your
charity.
Save the date for the Friends of El Hogar
Gala at Christ Church Cathedral at 5 p.m. on
Sunday, April 13, 2014.

Meet the executive director of El Hogar

By Mary Ann Rank
Interchange contributor

The Rev. Matt Engleby, Executive
Director, El Hogar Projects (EHP),
located in Tegucigalpa, Honduras,
will be visiting Cincinnati-area
Episcopal churches in early April.
El Hogar Properties is a ministry
of the Episcopal Diocese of Honduras
serving the poorest of the poor children. Founded in 1979 when five

street boys were taken in, it now
serves 250 children at four centers –
an elementary school, technical institute, agricultural school and a residence for high school girls. Graduates
have started their own businesses,
worked for corporations and have
become large farm managers. They
are part of the emerging middle class
in Honduras.
EHP is supported almost totally by
donations from individuals, churches

and foundations in North America.
The major source of funding comes
from USA Episcopalians, Canadian
Anglicans and members of the United
Church of Canada. Service teams from
the US and Canada support projects
at all four centers and create relationships with the students and staff.
There are two major events where
you can come and meet Engleby during his visit and learn more about the
various opportunities to support El

Hogar, which include service teams,
child sponsorships and gifting opportunities.
Sunday, April 6 – Christ Church
Cathedral. Engleby is preaching at all
morning services
Sunday, April 13 - Christ Church
Cathedral – Friends of El Hogar
Gala Event, 5 p.m. Tickets are $40/
individual, $100/family. Contact Jerri
Spurlock at jerrispurlock@gmail.com or
513.235.5152 to reserve your tickets.
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Save the date:
Simeon and Anna
induction May 21

4

The annual meeting of the Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna will
be held on Wednesday, May 21 at the Procter Center. This event is
coordinated by the Affirmative Aging Commission.
The purpose of the Society is to recognize, honor, and celebrate the
wisdom, experience, maturity and achievements of older persons (lay
and clergy) who are 60 and older in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. We
begin around 10 a.m. with a time of check-in and greeting and then
gather in Christ Chapel at 11 a.m. for the Holy Eucharist, with Bishop
Tom Breidenthal presiding and preaching. Immediately following the
service, we will introduce and induct new members into the society.
Following the induction ceremony, everyone is invited to a delicious
luncheon in the main dining room served by members of the diocesan
staff.
Invitations will be going out to all members of the Society in April.
(if room) IMG4174: Bish
There is a modest fee of $15 for each reservation. Honorees and their
and members of the dio
served lunch to the new
immediate families will be our guests.
guests at the celebratory
For more information on the Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna,
please visit http://www.diosohio.org/simeon-and-anna-awards.html.
There you will find information about the mission of the Society as
well as criteria for induction into the Society. You will also find a
Nomination Form. We ask that nominations for 2014 (one person or
one couple per deanery) be submitted by each Dean to the Rev. Bruce
Smith at revabs@att.net. Nominations are due by April 19.

RELATIONSHIPS

The Class
of the Socie
Simeon and
pictured with
Breidenthal a
induction c
May 8. P
Julie

Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna
The 2013 inductees to the Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna

Susan Leech Kennedy | Trinity, Newark

Jane Porter | St. Paul’s, Dayton
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The Art of Hosting Conversations and Sharing
the Harvest Training event comes to Province V  
Join Tom Brackett, Missioner for Church Planting and Ministry
Re-development for the Episcopal Church Center, and other leaders from
Province V for a three-day Mission Training workshop at the Procter Center
March 19-22.
Ministry leaders who have started a new ministry in the last ten years and
those who intend to start a new ministry within the next three years are invited
to become partners in an emerging church-wide community of practice. In
addition to funding for Mission Enterprise Zones and New Church Plants, the
Episcopal Church is offering a two-part training and learning event in each of its
provinces to support your ministries. Our focus will be on how our longings and
wisdom might inform plans to sponsor and sustain new ministries as described
by General Convention Resolution AO73, as well as New Church Starts.
These events are combined with pre-event activities designed to get to know
one another and the ministries you are passionate about as well as post-activities so that we can support one another and sustain God’s mission.

Participants are asked to share stories of ministry as case studies that highlight local learning.
Everyone will share their story at the event. A few will be selected and
expanded before our gathering. They will serve as catalysts for our conversations and benefit a growing church-wide community of practice that is learning
to lend and borrow the courage needed to sustain these efforts as a movement.
These exemplary practices and fresh learnings may include processes for
developing a ministry plan, casting a compelling vision of ministry, gathering a core team, recruiting allies in local dioceses, inviting neighbors from the
surrounding community, and establishing environments that welcome people
from non-dominant cultures into the local faith community.
Registration is available online at: https://www.formstack.com/forms/DFMSprov5_aoh.
For more information contact the Rev. Jane Gerdsen at freshexpressions@
diosohio.org.

On November 6, 2013,
Dr. Walter Brueggemann,
Bishop Thomas Breidenthal
& the Reverend Jane Gerdsen
walked into a bar and
answered questions from
the customers.

What happens when A priest, a scholar and a bishop walk into a bar?

Watch • Post • Share

Find out what happened at
our new YouTube Channel.
Go To:

barTheology.com

to view

RELATIONSHIPS
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News for

Episcopal Church Women

Baird named new Book of Remembrance chair
The Episcopal Church Women
of the Diocese of Southern Ohio
announce the appointment of a
new coordinator for the Book of
Remembrance, Amy Baird.
The Book of Remembrance,
started in 1926 by women of the
diocese, is a listing, by parish,
of deceased women whose con-

gregations want to honor their
memory. The request for entry
of a name can be submitted by a
congregation, ECW or individual,
along with a donation of at least
$15.
Donations are added to a Trust
Fund, which provides scholarships for women of the diocese to

do graduate study in areas related to church work, special ministries and helping professions.
Funds are also available for
short-term, non-degree training
in workshops, special seminars
and skills training, in church
related or social service fields.
To learn more about add-

God and the City:
Province V ECW
Annual Meeting
The Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Chicago are
welcoming all women of Province V to Chicago for the 2014
Annual Meeting, April 24 – 27 at the Palmer House Hilton.
There will be four days of activities designed to explore the
way God is revealed in an urban environment - some activities
are just for fun and fellowship, others are for learning about
Chicago and still others are designed to inform and educate.
Special worship services will be held throughout the event.
This is a wonderful opportunity to meet women from across the
region and be energized and inspired.
Registrations must be made electronically or postmarked
by March 15. For questions, please contact Beth Petti at registrar@ecwchicago.org.
Detailed information regarding registration, speakers, programs and presentations are available on the ECW website
www.ecwchicago.org

ing a name to the Book of
Remembrance or about scholarships, visit http://ecwdso.diosohio.
org. Contact the coordinator,
Amy Baird, at 2904 Flemming
Rd., Middletown OH 45042. By
phone at 513.465.4929 or by
email at amyknits2much@hotmail.com.

Save the
Date!
Conference on Gender
Inequality and Poverty
with Indaba
Saturday, Oct. 18
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Christ Church, Dayton
Sponsored by Episcopal
Church Women of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio
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congregations
Beans and Grapes/Greet
and Gather closed

connected

Community Supper
growing at Good
Samaritan

Sacred Grounds, Inc., an innovative
community ministry spear-headed
by All Saints, Pleasant Ridge, which
included Beans and Grapes and Greet
and Gather, closed its doors Jan. 7.
Despite increasing sales and serving
over 80 different community groups
in its 14-month existence, the leadership of Sacred Grounds determined
that the non-profit could no longer
financially support the rental costs of
the 6,000 square foot space.

Soup-er Bowl benefits
the hungry

Trinity, Newark held a “SOUP-er
Bowl Sunday” to collect cans of soup
and monetary contributions to benefit the Market Street Food Pantry
and the Licking County Food Pantry.
Parishioners donated a total of 18
dozen cans of hearty soup and $105
in contributions that will be divided
between the food pantries. The
Market Street Food Pantry is a ministry of St. Luke’s Granville.

Guests at Church of the Good Samaritan awaiting supper.

Gabriel’s Place reopens, Share a Meal program launched

Members of the Church
of the Good Samaritan,
Amelia, have been hosting monthly Community
Suppers since June. The
meals are offered at no
charge on the last Friday of
each month, in case someone is “running low” on
supplies. Guests are invited
to take leftovers and
staples (such as canned
soup and rolls of toilet
paper) home with them.
Attendance has fluctuated,
but there have been an
average of 8 COGS hosts
and 13 guests over the
seven-month period. Part
of the evening’s fun has
been providing inexpensive
door prizes for many of the
guests.

After cancelling all programs in early January due to vandalism damage, Gabriel’s Place reopened its doors at its
weekly Farmer’s Market Jan. 23. The community center, located at 3618 Reading Road in Avondale, announced the
suspension of all programs on Jan. 3, following a string of break-ins and significant vandalism to the property, including the discharge of a fire extinguisher in the kitchen and walk-in, destroying all food inside.
“We are extremely grateful to know the depth of genuine care, concern and support for Gabriel’s Place in the
Greater Cincinnati community,” said Executive Director Myrita Craig. “The theft and vandalism were unfortunate,
but as the neighborhood of Avondale, we respond to challenge or adversity with a united message of hope and positivity.”
A new free dinner program, Share a Meal, was launched at the center Feb. 4. A weekly meal, using fresh ingredients prepared in-house by chef Kristen St. Clair, Share a Meal is open to all every Tuesday from 4 to 6 p.m. Come
and sit and have a meal in community! For more information, visit the Gabriel’s Place website at www.gabriels-place.
org or call 513.221.2306.
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Episcopal worship in Marysville

Join with parishioners of St. Patrick’s, Dublin for Thursday evening
worship at the Marysville YMCA (near the corner of Delaware Rd. and
US-33). On three Thursday evenings per month, there is a casual service of
Celtic Evening Prayer at 7 p.m. Holy Eucharist is celebrated at 7 p.m. on
the other Thursday each month. For more information, call St. Patrick’s at
614.766.2664.

Flower conditioning/mechanics/arranging workshop

Flowers speak to us of love, beauty, and hope. Each week Christ Church
Cathedral Flower Guild provides arrangements for their worship space and
other areas of the Cathedral. The guild
will offer a workshop covering conditioning, mechanics and the basics of flower
arranging on March 14 and 15.
Friday, March 14 from 5 to 7 p.m. –
Conditioning
Saturday, March 15 from 9 a.m.
to noon – Mechanics and Basics of
Arranging
Flower Guild members Isaiah
Hyman, Mary Hagner and Leslie
Walton will lead the presentations.
Other guild members will be available
to mentor on Saturday.
There will be childcare for both sessions, and on Saturday there will be a
flower workshop for the kids.
Participants need to bring newspapers, clippers and gloves (if they have
plant allergies). There is no cost, but
a freewill donation will be requested to
help defray the cost of the flowers. To register, call 513.321.1817. For more
information contact Susan Pace at LSPace@cinci.rr.com Deadline for registration is March 11.

Art provides for refugees

On two recent Sundays, parishioners from St. Patrick’s, Lebanon,
shopped for beautiful products from African Team Ministry. The products
range from jewelry, wooden decorative and scarf items. Proceeds benefit
east African refugees and orphans, primarily for educational needs.

Taizé service offered at Trinity, Hamilton

Trinity, Hamilton, will offer a unique Taizé worship experience of prayer
and peaceful meditation on Sunday evening, March 2. Beginning at 6:30 p.m.,
the Trinity choir and various instrumentalists will be presenting the beautiful
music of Taizé.
This reflective service works well for the Lenten season. Both singing and
silence are a vital part of the service. Taizé music is not in hymn form, but is
based on chant. The words are brief and repetitive to create musical prayer
that is accessible to all. “Taizé Worship” originates from an ecumenical community of brothers located in the small village of Taizé in eastern France. Life
at Taizé focuses on prayer, work and hospitality.
If you have not had the opportunity to attend a Taizé service in the past,
you will not want to miss this event! Please plan on attending and invite
friends and neighbors to this beautiful ecumenical worship. Trinity is located
at 115 N. Sixth Street in Hamilton. Call 513.896.6755 for more information.

Pysanky workshop at St. Thomas, Terrace Park

Vivian Krueger’s popular pysanky Ukranian egg decorating workshop will be offered at St. Thomas, Terrace Park on Saturday, April 12
from 12 to 5 p.m. Krueger teaches the ancient tradition of using beeswax, vibrant dyes and heat to create stunning Easter eggs, or pysanky.
Since this technique involves candles and hot wax, this workshop is
not recommended for children under 10 years old. Reservations for the
workshop are required by March 30 to order enough kits for participation. The cost is $15 for a kit; if you already have a kit, the class is just
$5 for supplies. Why not get a group together and make a day of it? To
reserve your spot, contact Krueger at 513.831.4321 or kruegev@nationwide.com.

16 congregations
Best Practices
conference addreses
challenges of decline,
crisis, renewal
The fourth annual Commission on Congregational Life Best Practices
Conference will be held on March 29 at the Procter Center. The conference
will be led by the Rev. Dwight Zscheile, an Episcopal priest and Professor
of Congregational Mission and Leadership at Luther Seminary in St. Paul,
MN.
Zscheile is co-author, with Craig Van Gelder, of The Missional Church
in Perspective; editor of Cultivating Sent Communities: Missional Spiritual
Formation; and associate priest at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in St.
Paul. Many consider him one of the imminent
young theologians in the church today.
COCL’s mission is to equip the leaders of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio for innovative ministry
and to strengthen its congregations in the effective use of the Hallmarks of Health. At the Best
Practices Conference, Zscheile will provide attendees with information and practical strategies that
will address the current challenges of decline, crisis
and renewal.
In his book People of the Way: Renewing
Episcopal Identity, published in 2012, Zscheile says
there is a renewed conversation about identity and
mission in American Anglicanism today, based
on the recognition that the church’s context in the
U.S. has dramatically changed. The legacies of establishment, benefactor
approaches to mission, and the ‘national church’ ideal are no longer adequate for the challenges and opportunities facing the 21st century church.
But if the Episcopal Church is no longer the Church of the Establishment
and the benefactor model of church is dead, what is the heart of Episcopal
mission and identity?
Zscheile draws on multiple streams of Anglican thought and practice,
plus contemporary experience to craft a vision for mission that addresses
the church’s post-establishment, post-colonial context. With stories, practices and concrete illustrations, Zscheile engages readers in re-envisioning
what it means to be Anglican in America today and sends readers out to
build new relationships within their local contexts.

Check-in for the conference will begin at 9 a.m.; the program begins at
10 a.m. and ends at 3 p.m. Clergy and other representatives of congregations that received a 2014 CoCL grant should plan to attend. Clergy
and lay leaders from all other parishes are encouraged to participate.
Cost is $10 per person to cover lunch (no charge for CoCL grant recipients). Space is limited, pre-registration is required. Register online at
www.diosohio.org.
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Christingle: a new tradition
for partner churches

By Helen Jones
Connections contributor

When I suggested a Christingle
service as a fellowship idea between
St. Andrew’s, Evanston, and Calvary,
Clifton, I was delighted at the
response I received. “If you organize
it, we will help and support.” The idea
of starting a tradition of Christingle
was exciting to me, as I had attended
Christingle back in Britain every
year from being a small child until I
moved to Cincinnati in 2006.
So what is Christingle? It’s a
service that was started in the
Moravian church over 200 years
ago and adopted by the Church of
England in the 1960s. Christingle
is a service organized by children,
conducted by children, enjoyed by
all and can be a great way to raise
money for children’s charities and
services. Our choice this year was
to donate the money we raised
to Pastoral Care at Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital.
But what is a Christingle?

Episcopal
Church Building
Fund presents
Buildings for a New
Tomorrow
April 28-30, 2014
Ft. Lauderdale,
Florida

Well as any of the 80 or so people
that attended the service at St.
Andrew’s on Jan. 19 will tell you;
the Christingle is a token of appreciation given to children and adults
in return for any size donation. It
begins with an orange representing
the world that God made, around
that, a red ribbon representing the

A mind altering, international, ecumenical symposium to alter the way you
think about using your church buildings
and grounds.
For congregations seeking financial selfsufficiency and deeper connections to
their community.
Bringing you new ideas, inspiration,
valuable connections, and hope.
Diocesan staff, clergy, and laity are
invited.
Come to enrich the conversation and
make valuable connections.
Sponsored by the Episcopal Church
Building Fund.

sacrifice of Christ for everyone.
Fruits and candy are poked into the
orange to represent the gifts that
God gave us such as food. Finally, a
candle is placed into the top of the
orange representing Jesus Christ,
the light of the world.
Our first Christingle service included a harp performance by Peyton

The Rev. Dave Robinson, Director of
Congregational Development for the
Diocese of Toronto, will present on strategically mapping Canada’s’ churches for
sustainability.
Keynote speaker Ron Finley, the “ecolutionary Gansta Gardener of South
Central LA”, is known for challenging the
city government to allow growing produce in the parkway strip between curbs
and sidewalks. He ended his online TED
talk with, “Let’s plant some sh*t”, which is
the theme of this year’s symposium.

Parrish, a choral performance by the
Christ Church Cathedral Youth and
Children’s Choir, readings by Storm
Crook and Grace Hall (both members of St. Andrew’s youth group)
and a sermon and prayers given by
our rectors, Fr. John Agbaje and Fr.
Jason Leo. For the Christingle lighting all members of the congregation
were invited to join in a circle around
the nave and once all candles were
lit starting from the front, sing the
“Christingle song” together. Saying
the closing prayer, I was very proud
of what our churches had begun
together.
Following the service, all were
invited to join in a fantastic potluck
dinner that ensured no one went
home hungry. I would personally
like to thank everyone involved, from
those who painstakingly stuck candy
and raisins onto toothpicks, cut holes
in oranges and provided potluck food
for such a wonderful event. We raised
$500 this year and look forward to
building this into a strong tradition
here at Calvary and St. Andrew’s.

Other workshops include:
Ditching the Building
Mergers and Closings
Farming. Priests. Manure.
Rethinking Space and Architecture
Property Deals in the Old Dominion
The Positive Power of Being Strange
Lighting Your Pants on Fire - Getting Lay
People Moving
Pilgrimage to the Boiler Room - Practical
Ways to Save on Energy Costs
7 Bishops in Open Forum Take Your
Questions About the Direction of the Church

Visit http://www.ecbf.org/symposium.html to register for BFNT 2014, and to view
video presentations from the 2013 event.
For more information, contact: Sally O’Brien at sobrien@ecbf.org
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Area
Confirmations
in Eastertide
In the early centuries of the Church, congregations would gather together at Easter for the rite
of initiation administered by the bishop. There was
something – there is something – about sharing
those significant and transformative moments with
the rest of the Church.
In 2014, we will have opportunities in four
areas of the diocese to celebrate together the rites
of Holy Baptism and Confirmation, Reception or
Reaffirmation. The renewal of our commitment as
followers of Jesus is no small thing. “Renew in these
your servants the covenant you made with them at
their Baptism,” the bishop prays. “Send them forth
in the power of the Spirit to perfrom the service you
set before them....Let your Holy Spirit be with them;
and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of
your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and
dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.”
We hope this Easter season that many throughout the diocese will take advantage of these opportunities to be blessed by one another’s presence and
support that extend beyond our own local communities of faith.
Area Confirmations will take place on four
Saturdays during Eastertide 2014:
• May 3 at 11 a.m.: Columbus area at St.
Patrick’s, Dublin
• May 10 at 11 a.m.: Cincinnati area at St.
Thomas, Terrace Park
• May 17 at 3 p.m.: Dayton area at Christ
Church, Dayton
• May 31 at 11 a.m.: East area at St. James,
Zanesville
Please use the online registration form at www.
diosohio.org if you plan to present people from your
congregation or community of faith for Baptism,
Confirmation, Reception or Reaffirmation at one of
the Eastertide Area Confirmations. Registrations
should be submitted two weeks prior to the date
of the celebration so host congregations may plan
appropriately.
For questions or for more information, contact Pat
Haug, Executive Assistant to Bishop Breidenthal, at
phaug@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712 ext. 103.

THE IMAGE & THE SPIRIT
A RETREAT FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS
AND YOUNG ADULTS!

BROUGHT TO YOU BY MINISTRIES FOR HIGHER EDUCATION IN PROVINCE V OF
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH!

APRIL !th " #th$ %&'! IN CHICAGO(
visit praxiscommunities)org for details and to register

formation
“Dayspring 2014”
Dayton Lenten
Series
The Dayton-Five Rivers Deanery
has announced its 2014 Lenten
series: “Dayspring2014.” Its focus
will be the four special stories told
in this Lent’s Sunday worship, along
with the gospel accounts used on
Good Friday and Easter Morning.
All are from the gospel according to
John, and all have been used at various times in the church’s history to
prepare new members (catechumens)
for baptism at Easter and current
members for the renewal of their baptismal commitments.
This year, we will “surround the
Sunday” with two approaches to the
gospel readings.
In keeping with the deanery’s
regular Lenten practice, the first
approach will consist of sessions on
the first five Tuesdays in Lent, from
6-8 p.m. Each host church (please see

Dayspring is the theme for the Dayton Deanery Lenten Series. Photo of dawn at
Procter courtesy of Katherine Wagner
the schedule below) will provide a
simple supper from 6:00-6:40 p.m. The
program portion will take place from
6:45-8:00. It will be led by the Revs.
Deborah Woolsey (St. Paul’s) and Mike
Kreutzer (St. Mark’s). Mother Deborah
will lead a special prayer service,
focusing on themes from the gospel for

the coming Sunday. In the middle of
the service, Fr. Mike will explore the
story in depth, incorporating discussion on the account’s significance for
both new and longtime Christians.
Tuesday sessions will take place on:
• March 11 @ St. George’s (John
3:1-17, Jesus and Nicodemus)
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• March 18 @ St. Mark’s (John 4:542, Jesus and the Samaritan Woman
at the Well)
• March 25 @ St. Paul’s (John 9:141, Jesus and the Man Born Blind)
• April 1 @ St. Christopher’s (John
11:1-45, Jesus and Lazarus)
• April 8 @ Christ Church, Dayton
(John 18-20 excerpts, Jesus Raised Up
in his Death, Resurrection, Return to
the Father, and Sending of the Spirit).
The second approach will begin
with the Sunday and its gospel reading and will provide a Facebookbased discussion opportunity during
the following week. Facebook page
“Dayspring2014” will include a link
to the week’s gospel story, accompanied by possible discussion-starters
compiled by a team from area
churches. We invite Facebook users
from throughout the diocese to join
in the discussion and to invite their
Facebook friends (of any church tradition or of none) as well.
Please direct any questions to St.
Mark’s, Dayton, stmarks@ameritech.
net or 937.256.1082.

Columbus Deanery Lenten School
The Columbus Deanery Lenten School will be held at St. Stephen’s,
Columbus. The dates of this year’s school are March 11, 18, 25, and April 1.
We begin each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. with worship. A short fellowship time follows, and classes begin at 7:15 p.m. The evening’s activities end at 8:30 p.m.
Childcare will be made available, but must be requested in advance. Persons
requiring accommodations for a disability also must notify the registrar in
advance.
Classes run either two or four weeks in length. Registration fees are $10/
person.
Four-week courses include:
• Exploring the Gospel of Thomas
• Christ in the Secular World
• A History of the End of the World
• Toward Our Mutual Flourishing: Ways of Engaging Our Multi-Faith
Neighbors
• Confirming our Faith
A two-week course, ‘The Transformative Power of Literacy’, will be held
March 11 and 18, and ‘Digital Stories: Capturing our Faith Journeys’ will be
offered March 25 and April 1.
For more information or to register, contact the Rev. Cricket Park at
614.766.2664 or cbpark@aol.com.

Seasonal resources
and other help for
congregations may be found at
the Formation website

www.formed2follow.org
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Youth news

Summer
Camp 2014

Family Camp 1
June 6-8

Boys & Girls (grades 4/5)
June 10-14
Intermediate (grades 8/9)
June 16-21
Confirmation (grades 9-12)
June 23-28
Family Camp 2
July 2-5
Creative Arts (grades 6-12)
July 7-12
Senior High (grades 10-12)
July14-19
Junior (grades 6/7)
July 21-26
Family Camp 3
July 30-Aug.2
Find out more and register
at www.youth.diosohio.org.

Genesis 11

When: April 4-6, 2014
Genesis is an invitation:
Where: Procter Center
• To reflect on what it
Who: Youth, Grades 6-9
means to be created in the
Cost: $40
image of God
Register at www.youth.
• To develop a relationship
diosohio.org.
with God through Jesus Christ
• To participate in the creative work of the Holy Spirit through innovative worship,
small group relationships, music, bible study, games, art,
prayer. Above all, Genesis is FUN!
Each Genesis weekend is completely unique. Months
of prayer and planning go into the preparation of each
retreat. Genesis weekends are lead by a high school
student who is the Design Team Leader (DTL). Claire
Schottelkotte and Kurt Nelson will be the DTL for Genesis
#11. The DTL chooses the design team of high school
youth and adult mentors who help create an amazing
experience. Each Genesis also has a clergy member serve
as the community’s spiritual guide. The DTL also picks a
theme for the weekend, a guiding scripture passage, and
works with the design team to develop worship and activities for the weekend.

EYE14 registration now open

  Registration is now open for the popular
Episcopal Youth Event (EYE) scheduled for July
9-13, 2014 at Villanova University in suburban
Philadelphia, PA.
Drawing hundreds of youth from throughout the
Episcopal Church, EYE14 is being planned in partnership with the Diocese of Pennsylvania.
The 2014 event marks the twelfth EYE and remains
a popular and well-attended event. EYE 2014 is geared
for youth in grades 9-12 during the 2013-2014 academic
year and their adult leaders.
Each diocese is allowed up to 24 youth participants
and six adult participants. Registration is $325 per
participant (youth and adult) which includes meals and
lodging. Diocesan delegations may also opt to participate
in 3 Days of Urban Mission in Philadelphia immediately
following the event for an additional $275 per participant.
An application for being part of the Southern Ohio
delegation can be found at https://diosohio.wufoo.com/
forms/q1c1xf6218po4nw/

PROCTER center
Calling all Registered Nurses or LPNs!

We are in need of nurses who would like to volunteer their time
and talent this summer at Procter Summer Camp. It is required
that we have a nurse on-site during all camp sessions, and we need
your help to make this happen!
If you are interested in volunteering for a 3-day or week-long session between June 6 and August 2 to serve as our camp nurse, please
contact Camp Director, Rob Konkol at youth@diosohio.org.

New Procter merchandise in the Procter Shop!

If the sight of the chapel and pond at Procter gives you the warm
fuzzies, take that image home with you to relive your Procter memories year-round! New merchandise featuring beautiful photography
by Procter’s own Brandon Howard is now available in the Procter
Shop. Choose from 5x7, 12x18 or 16x20 prints suitable for framing,
canvas prints or fleece blankets. Coming soon, coffee mugs and calendars. Stop by the Procter Shop soon and pick up yours!

Susie Lindig is returning to Procter as
Food Service Coordinator! Susie is a Procter
veteran and many people
will remember her from
past years. She is famous
for her Procter rolls and
other great menu items.
Susie had retired but
has agreed to come back
as a part of the team
and we are delighted to
have her back at Procter!
Chef Donna Lapasky has
decided to move on to a position more in line
with her personal goals. We thank Donna for
her service this past year.

mission
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The National and World Mission
Committee gathered during a yearend meeting to thank Paul Rank for his
years of service as chairperson of the
Commission. The Rev. Tom Fehr has succeeded Paul as chairperson. In the photo
from l-r (front) The Rev. Terri Thornton,
Holy Trinity, Kenwood; Paul Rank, St.
Timothy’s, Anderson Twp.; The Rev. Abby
Flemister, Columbus; (rear) Bruce Ergood,
Athens; David Thomson, Christ Church
Cathedral, Cincinnati; Bill Hedley, Christ
Church, Dayton; Chris Saunders, Christ
Church, Dayton; The Rev. Tom Fehr, Grace,
Pomeroy; The Rev. Mooydeen Frees, St.
Timothy’s, Anderson Twp.; Canon Anne
Reed, diocesan staff liaison.

MISSION
CORNER:
Challenged by
the theology
of Misseo Dei
[Excerpted from
ENS Cultivating
‘missional
imagination’
Summit explores
ways to engage
in God’s mission
by Joe Bjordal,
January 27, 2014]

Recently in the Diocese of Minnesota, a Missional Summit was
facilitated by three theologians—all consultants with the Missional
Network and leading voices in the missional church movement:
the Rev. Alan Roxburgh, the Rev. Craig Van Gelder and the Rev.
Dwight Zscheile. Their charge was to provide historical, organizational and biblical/theological resources to serve as a baseline for
discussion and peer learning about missional efforts and discoveries in each participating diocese.
Roxburgh is a Canadian pastor, teacher and writer who consults with denominations, congregations and seminaries worldwide. He is a member of the writing team that authored The
Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North
America (Eerdmans, 1998).
Van Gelder and Zscheile teach congregational mission and
leadership at Luther Seminary in Saint Paul, Minnesota. They are
the authors of The Missional Church in Perspective: Mapping Trends
and Shaping the Conversation (Baker Academic, 2011). Zscheile
is also associate priest at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Saint
Paul.
The theologians’ opening presentation, “Cultivating a Missional
Imagination,” suggested that missional transformation in the
church is possible, but only with a major shift in the way it understands its identity and context: not as having its own mission
in the world, but rather as an instrument of the mission of God
(Missio Dei).
Zscheile described “missional” as “identity shaped by participation in the Triune God’s ongoing mission of creation, redemption, reconciliation and consummation in the world.” He quoted
theologian Jürgen Moltmann (from The Church in the Power of the
Spirit, Augsburg Fortress, 1991) who said “It is not the church that
has a mission of salvation to fulfill in the world; it is the mission
of the Son and the Spirit through the Father that includes
the church, creating a church along the way.”

The Rt. Rev. Ian Douglas, who served as professor of mission
and world Christianity at Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, for 22 years before being elected bishop of
Connecticut in 2009, said in the October 2013 issue of Crux, the
magazine of the diocese (which was distributed at the gathering),
that the change of language in describing God’s mission is “more
than semantics.”
“Moving from ‘my/our mission’ or ‘the church’s mission’ to the
mission of God reflects a profound theological shift, a radical
change of perspective. In the mission of God, God is the focus, not
us and our activities. God’s mission starts with God and what God
is up to,” wrote Douglas.
Van Gelder said that understanding a missional view of the
church has three implications for its identity: it is missional by
nature, the world is the horizon for God’s mission, and every context is a mission location. He said the missional church learns to
“read its context,” asking “what is God up to in the neighborhood?”
“God’s spirit is always out ahead of us,” said Van Gelder. “When
we really begin to believe that, it invites a very different understanding about how we relate to the world around us and our
identify in God tied to the context in which we live.”
What is God up to in your ‘neck of the woods?’
How can you and your congregation join in God’s mission?
The Rev. Anne Reed, Canon for Mission, is available to meet
with your congregations to discuss these questions, and
support the further work of God’s mission in your
neighborhood.
A full text of the ENS article can be found at: http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2014/01/27/cultivating-missional-imagination/#.UufW0H904u0.email
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resources
March
1		
1		
1		
1		
5		
6		
8		
12		
13		
13		
13-16
15		
19-22
20		
24		
29		
31		

Parochial reports due!
Safe Church comprehensive training				
Formation for Common Ministry				
Diocesan Council						
Ash Wednesday
Episcopal Community Services Foundation board 		
Clergy Day							
Commission on Congregational Life				
Fresh Start 							
Residency Program						
School for Diaconal Formation				
Lay Preacher Formation					
Province V Mission Gathering					
Advisory Commission on Compensation and Resources
Trustees of the Diocese					
COCL Best Practices Conference				
April/May Connections deadline

April
1		
4		
4-6		
5-6		
5		
9		
10		
10		
12		
13		
15		
18		
20		
21		
26-27

2015 Budget applications due!
The Image and the Spirit (retreat for college students)
Genesis 11							
Common Ministry teams					
Worship Leader training (Part 1)				
Commission on Congregational Life				
Fresh Start							
Residency Program						
Worship Leader training (Part 2)				
Palm Sunday
Clergy Renewal of Vows					
Good Friday (Diocesan House closed)
Easter Sunday
Easter Monday (Diocesan House closed)
Common Ministry Overnight					

May
1-3		
3		
8		
8		
8-11		
10		
10		
10 		
14		
15		
17		
21 		
26		
31		
31 		

Commission on Ministry					
Columbus Area Confirmations				
Fresh Start							
Residency Program						
School for Diaconal Formation				
Anti-Racism Training						
Cincinnati Area Confirmations					
Episcopal Community Services Foundation board 		
Commission on Congregational Life				
Advisory Commission on Compensation and Resources
Dayton Area Confirmations					
Meeting of the Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna 		
Memorial Day (Diocesan House closed)
East Area Confirmations					
June/July Connections deadline

St. John’s, Lancaster		
Procter Center			
Procter Center			

9 a.m.
10 a.m.
10 a.m.

Procter Center 			
Procter Center			
Procter Center			
Procter Center			
Procter Center			
Procter Center
Procter Center			
Procter Center
Diocesan House		
Diocesan House		
Procter Center			

5 p.m.
10 a.m.
9 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
9 a.m.

Techny, IL
Procter Center
Procter Center
Procter Center			
Procter Center			
Procter Center			
Procter Center			
Procter Center			

10 a.m.
9 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10 a.m.

Procter Center			

11 a.m.

Procter Center
Procter Center
St. Patrick’s, Dublin		
Procter Center			
Procter Center			
Procter Center
Procter Center			
St. Thomas, Terrace Park
Procter Center 		
Procter Center			
Diocesan House		
Christ Church, Dayton		
Procter Center 		

9 a.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
9 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
3 p.m.
11 a.m.

St. James, Zanesville		

11 a.m.

11 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
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Diocesan Budget 2015
By Arnold Huckaby
Connections contributor
For several years, the Diocese of
Southern Ohio has been evolving its
budget process to be in line with the
Ministry Priorities, which were developed with the involvement of hundreds of people in the diocese. The
Budget Committee now requests your
input in the process of allocating our
financial resources for 2015. A budget
request questionnaire has been developed to evaluate budget requests in
line with the ministry priorities.
The consolidated budget is funded
primarily with mission share dollars.
Other sources of funding come from
the William Cooper Procter fund
and other restricted funds. All budget requests whether mission share
funded, Procter funded or other funding will need to follow this process
and submit a budget request form.
A Budget Request Questionnaire
can be downloaded from the diocesan website (look under ‘Finance’)
to assist you in the budgeting process. Please send your diocesan

August

budget request form to: The Diocese
of Southern Ohio, ATTN: Budget
Committee, 412 Sycamore Street,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202, or email to
the diocesan finance officer, David B.
Robinson, at DRobinson@diosohio.org
no later than April 1.
The budget for 2015 is being developed using the following process:

• Announcement of preliminary
budget allocations goes out to budget
administrators (requestors)

September

• Budget Committee chair presents budget resolution to Diocesan
Council

December 2013

November

• Budget Committee develops budget calendar for the upcoming year
and finalizes budget application

January

• Budget applications available on
the diocesan website

• Budget committee receives budget assignment and meet with ministry strategy team leaders
• Budget committee begins meetings thoughout the summer to prepare a preliminary diocesan budget for consideration by Diocesan
Council

April

June

• Diocesan Council reviews ministry strategies by which budget applications will be evaluated.

February (mid month)

• April 1: Deadline for 2015 budget
submissions
• Ministry priorities team leaders
meet to evaluate budget applications

• Budget Committee reports to
Diocesan Council on mission share
estimates for 2015 and preliminary
results of budget work.

• Budget Committee chair or first
vice president of Diocesan Council
presents budget to diocesan convention
You are encouraged to fully participate in the budgeting process.
Please submit requests you feel are
in line with the ministry priorities. You have voted during the dot
exercises and decided the ministry
priorities of the diocese. Now it is
time to live out the ministry priorities and appropriately fund those
ministries by way of this budget
process.
Arnold Huckaby serves as chair of the
Budget Committee. Contact him at
alh9552@hotmail.com.

Episcopal Visitations

Transitions – People and Places

April

Congregations in Transition
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St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights

May
3
4
10
11
17
18
31

Columbus area confirmation, 11 a.m. at St. Patrick’s, Dublin
St. Stephen’s, Columbus
Cincinnati area confirmations, 11 a.m. at St. Thomas, Terrace Park
Indian Hill Church
Dayton area confirmations, 3 p.m. at Christ Church, Dayton
Church of St. Edward’s, Whitehall
East area confirmations, 11 a.m. at St. James, Zanesville

St Andrew’s, Dayton: Profile complete
St. Philip’s, Columbus: Profile nearly complete
Christ Church, Glendale: Seeking interim rector
St. Philip’s, Circleville: In congregational conversations and self-study
St Anne’s, West Chester: Interim rector in place; in congregational
conversations and self-study
Good Shepherd, Athens: In congregational conversations and selfstudy
St Barnabas, Montgomery: Interviewing
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SERVICE TO OTHERS
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139TH ANNUAL
CONVENTION

Interchange
communicated news and events
to the people of the Diocese of Southern Ohio
BY JULIE MURRAY
ACTING INTERCHANGE EDITOR

For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many ~ Mark 10:45
Service to God and the diakonia of all the baptized will shape the discussions at the 139th Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, scheduled
for November 8-9 at the Hyatt Regency in downtown Cincinnati.
In addition to time together for meeting and connecting with our brothers
and sisters across the diocese, important business for convention includes electing individuals for leadership roles in the diocese and as deputies for the next
General Convention, consideration of resolutions and approval of the 2014
budget.
A special highlight throughout the convention will be a series of videos
from the Commission on Congregational Life on the Hallmarks of Health,
lifting up the practices of healthy congregations throughout our diocese.
The keynote address, presented by the Rev. Suzanne Watson Epting, author,
consultant, educator and former president of the Association of Episcopal

Deacons, will examine the current state and direction of the diaconate in
the Episcopal Church.
In a new twist on convention, no banquet will be held on Friday evening.
Instead, the local arrangements committee invites you to explore the vibrant
downtown of your see city of Cincinnati. We will share one meal together
at brunch on Saturday morning.
See pages 20-36 for the special convention edition of Interchange. This
section includes more information, resolutions and nominations and serves
as the convention packet at all pre-convention hearings and the convention
itself. You can also download convention resources to your laptop or tablet
from our website, www.diosohio.org.

welcome to

Workshop a time of learning, understanding and healing
BY JOHN GRATE
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
On Monday, October 14, our nation celebrates Columbus Day. For some, this holiday
serves as a painful annual reminder of the
Europeans’ brutal settlement and conquest of
the Americas. Many Native Americans and
some states choose to celebrate the day in
honor of the American Indian.
On Saturday, Oct. 12, the Native
American Council of Christ Church
Cathedral will conduct a workshop on the
Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery
and Self Actualization of Native Americans,
to provide a time of learning, understand-

ing, healing and hope, so that we all might
come to live in justice and peace with all
people.
The 138th diocesan convention adopted a
resolution (R12-01) expressing its solidarity
with indigenous peoples of the world and
supporting the rights of indigenous peoples
to live in and retain their traditional lands
and territories, maintain their languages and
enrich their cultures and ensure that their
traditions are strengthened and passed on
for generations to come.
At the workshop, Native Americans
from Navajoland, the Miami Valley
Council for Native Americans and the
Indigenous Mission of the Episcopal

A new

Church will share the struggles of their
people and present initiatives to reclaim
their history and culture to achieve their
rightful place in this country. Participants
include Bishop David Bailey, Bishop of
Navajoland; Sarah Eagle Heart (Oglala
Sioux) Missioner for Indigenous Ministries
of the Episcopal Church; Cornelia Eaton
(Navajo), the chaplain to the House
of Bishops at the most recent General
Convention; Guy Jones (Hunkpapa
Lakota), president, The Miami Valley
Council for Native Americans; and Bonnie
Anderson, immediate past president of the
House of Deputies.
On Sunday, Oct. 13, Bishop Tom

A new

Breidenthal will preside and preach at the
10 a.m. Eucharist. Bishop Bailey will assist
and other participants in the Native American
Council Workshop will be present.
Congregations and faith communities in
the diocese, as well as others interested in
the work of the Native American Ministries,
are invited to attend the workshop beginning at 10 a.m. on Saturday, as well as worship at 10 a.m. Sunday.
For more information or if you wish
to attend the Oct. 12 workshop, contact John
Grate, chair of the Native American Council at
Christ Church Cathedral, at 513.241.2048
or jgrate@fuse.net.
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