Reconciliation

Connection

Ministry

Mission

MLK Jr., Absalom Jones
celebrations

Churches explore new
technologies

With thanks,
Godspeed Canon Zust

Tales of giving from
the small but mighty

Page 2

Pages 7-9

Page 13

Page 14

INTERCHANGE
news from the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio |

Recession Rx:

Dayton Episcopalians join Medicaid telethon

February 2009
Volume XXXVII, No. 2
www.diosohio.org

Award of General Excellence: 2006, 2007

Technology offers
tools for connection,
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The Rev. John Paddock, rector of Christ Church, Dayton, participates in a three-hour telethon on WDTN Channel
2 to help downsized workers apply for benefits and assistance.
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
A ray of hope lit up the Dayton evening news on
Epiphany, two weeks after the closing of General
Motor’s Moraine plant cast a pall over a region which
once thrived as an auto manufacturing hub.
At the request of the Episcopal Community Services
Foundation, WDTN Channel 2 hosted a three-hour
telethon Jan. 6 to get out the word to thousands of
downsized workers on how to apply for Medicaid,
food stamps, prescription discount cards and financial
assistance with hospital bills. The NBC affiliate was
one of four major networks to participate in a statewide
outreach effort organized by the Ohio Covering Kids
and Families coalition.
WDTN’s executive news producer Peter Bour
embraced the opportunity to extend a lifeline to work-

ers who have lost their jobs as the recession slammed
western Ohio. Thousands of area families are struggling to keep their houses and cars. COBRA premiums
to keep the insurance formerly provided by employers
can cost downsized families anywhere from several
hundred to over a thousand dollars a month.
During the evening news, Bour aired interviews
every half hour with the Rev. John Paddock, Kris
Sexton and Kelli Sexton, all of Christ Church, and
Ariel Miller of ECSF, along with Wes Wells, executive director of the Dayton AFL-CIO. The goal was to
inform viewers of resources the state has to help them
through the current crisis and to dispel any shame they
might feel in applying.
As Dayton’s first Benefit Bank site, Christ Church
has been helping Dayton residents apply for public
PLEASE SEE RECESSION, PAGE 6

Nick Tepe twitters throughout the day. He edits and posts podcasts of sermons and downloads songs. He visits blogs and checks
up on his friends in Facebook.
And on Sunday morning, he worships with many of these
friends at Trinity Church on Capital Square in Columbus.
His community is built on all of these interactions, from engaging in new technology to shaking hands in the passing of the
peace.
For Tepe, 35 and a cradle Episcopalian, technology is “not a
replacement” for building relationships and community. “It’s an
enhancement. An extension.”
It’s a misnomer that the Internet replaces bricks and mortar – or
real-life interactions, he says. Tepe keeps in virtual touch with his
friends and family throughout the day, and “when we get together,
we’re just continuing the conversation.”
Just as Johannes Gutenburg’s innovation in moveable type
transformed communication in the 1400s, the Internet and new
technology is guiding a seismic shift in how people communicate
and how they define community. Online social networking sites like
Facebook or LinkedIn help people
connect with old friends, make
new acquaintances and find people
who share similar interests. Twitter
is a quick way to stay in touch,
with 1-2 line answers to the question: “What are you doing now?”
Blogs – interactive web logs or
diaries of sorts – allow people to
engage in conversation, across the
country and around the world.
“The way that technology has
developed is that people expect
us to be in a variety of places,”
said Tepe, circulation manager
for the Columbus Metropolitan
Library. “We’re meeting people
where they are instead of making them come to us. It’s in our
best interests as a church to put
ourselves out there in the spaces
where people already are.”
PLEASE SEE TOOLS, PAGE 8
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Still we seek King’s dream of ‘Beloved Community’
As I write this, I am preparing to deliver the invocation for
Cincinnati’s annual celebration of the birthday of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., in Music Hall. So his life and witness is
very much on my mind.
This holiday, still relatively new to the national calendar, usually strikes me as both a relief and a challenge.
It’s a welcome antidote to the post-Christmas let-down,
providing an occasion for fellowship and thanksgiving,
often in an ecumenical and interfaith setting. But it is also
a bracing reminder of the cost of following Jesus.
Dr. King often spoke of the Beloved Community, by which
he meant a fellowship of human beings bound together in
mutual respect in the conviction that God loves all of us. For
him, this meant a common commitment to social justice and
non-violence. And, although he sought common cause with
all faith traditions and with those who professed no religious
faith, he regarded the beloved Community as the central theme
of Jesus’ teaching and the goal of the Christian life.
The beloved community is a challenge because the barriers that divide us go so deep. We cannot wish them away.
Sometimes the best we can do is to acknowledge them. I think
people of privilege – like me – sometimes shy away from the
subject of racism because we fear we will be crushed by it.
So it is important to remember that this was never Dr. King’s
approach. He invited all of us to receive the truth that we are
beloved of God, in order that we might face our sins and failures without defensiveness and without fear of reprisal.
This was brought home to me just last month during a
meeting with this diocese’s African-American clergy. The
subject of our anti-racism workshops arose, and I heard
a lot of disappointment and frustration that these are so
sparsely attended, and often cancelled for want of takers. Then someone observed that the problem was surely
people’s fear that they would be castigated and put down.
If only we could get the word out that these workshops
are rooted in the love of God! They aim at self-awareness,
mutual understanding and reconciliation – not guilt.
With Barack Obama’s election and inauguration, it is easy

to tell ourselves that the divisions of
race are over and done with. That is far
from being the case. We still are largely a segregated church, for instance.
But this momentous passage in our
national life does signal a change.
We have not moved past racism, but
perhaps we are ready to tackle it at a
new level. We must not lose sight of
the social inequalities that continue to
go hand in hand with racial categorization. But as we strive to address these persistent inequalities
in schooling, housing, employment and imprisonment (to
name but a few), we also can open ourselves more and
more to the connection we already have to one another. To
acknowledge that connection increases the pain of past hurts
and present difference, but it also brings the beloved community front and center.
Sisters and brothers, how can we do that in the Diocese
of Southern Ohio?
One way is to make better use of the anti-racism workshops currently required of all clergy, commission chairs,
elected diocesan leaders and candidates for ordination. These
workshops provide an excellent opportunity to bring our
own experience of racism into the light of God’s truth and
love in Jesus Christ. I am very grateful to Debby Stokes of
St. Philip’s, Columbus, and her team, for their unflagging
work in preparing and presenting these workshops around
the diocese.
Another way is to participate in Absalom Jones Day. Absalom
Jones was the first African-American to be ordained a deacon
(1795) or a priest (1802) in the Episcopal Church. His remarkable life and ministry are remembered and honored every
February in our calendar of saints. Southern Ohio has long
marked this with a festive Eucharist celebrating the rich history
of the African-American community in our own midst.
This year’s Absalom Jones service will be held at 4
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 15, at Christ Church Cathedral in

BISHOP
THOMAS E.
BREIDENTHAL

ABSALOM JONES SERVICE

About the speaker: The Rev. Elliott Cuff is the
senior pastor of the Lincoln Heights Missionary
Baptist Church in Woodlawn, a suburb of
Cincinnati. Dr. Cuff has founded and organized
the Voices of the Valley, a consortium of pastors
in valley churches whose concern, goals and
interests is to impact and effect the total community. Also, Dr. Cuff is currently leading his congregation in the development of a vision project entitled “The Isaiah Oasis,” which is being
launched with the proposed construction of a multi-million dollar multipurpose center that will serve and provide an array of social, human,
economic and spiritual programs for families, children and youth. He
is the visionary behind the heralded summer camp program, “Camp
Hope,” which has brought a local school district and local municipality in partnership with the church, providing cultural, educational and
social uplift to children and youth.

Cincinnati. The preacher will be the Rev. Elliott Cuff, senior
pastor of the Lincoln Heights Missionary Baptist Church. Dr.
Cuff is a distinguished preacher and a tireless advocate for
the disadvantaged. He is a graduate of Harvard University,
New York Theological Seminary and the United Theological
Seminary in Dayton. I will be there, and I hope to see many
of you there also, as we gather to ask God’s blessing on our
common work, and to become the Beloved Community Dr.
King envisioned.
Almighty God, by the hand of Moses your servant you led
your people out of slavery, and made them free at last: Grant
that your Church, following the example of your prophet
Martin Luther King, may resist oppression in the name of
your love, and may secure for all your children the blessed
liberty of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever
(Collect for Martin Luther King).
Contact Bishop Breidenthal at tbreidenthal@diosohio.org.

Bishop offers invocation

At this noonday hour, as we prepare to
celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. and to recommit ourselves to the
vision for which he gave his life, I invite
all who are able to stand, and to offer our
common supplication to God, out of all our
different faith traditions.
I’m going to start with some preliminary
thank yous to God. If you are in agreement,
say, “Yes, God.”
We thank you for this day, and say – Yes,
God. We thank you for our diversity – Yes,
God. We thank you for all your blessings on
our individual lives—Yes, God. We thank
you for the communities of friendship and
collaboration that sustain us and keep us on
track—Yes, God. We thank you for your
presence in our midst right now – Yes, God.
Let us pray for a moment in silence.
Almighty God, maker of all things, you
have fashioned us in your image, gracing us
with the power of speech and the capacity
for unselfish love. We are gathered today in
your presence in humility and hope, as we

give thanks for the life and witness of your
servant and prophet Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. We thank you for his ability to stir us even
now with words transparent to the fire of
your Spirit, and for his resolute devotion to
the cause of justice for all.
We thank you for his vision of a Beloved
Community in which we might be bound
together in mutual reverence and a determination to learn the disciplines of peace, however
arduous and costly they may be. We thank
you for his refusal to write anyone off or count
anyone out, inviting each of us to be truly free,
no matter what our race or class or faith.
Graciously heed our requests as we stand
before you today. We pray for all people of
good will, that the Beloved Community may
become a reality in our own day. We pray for
peace on every continent, and for the will to
pursue it. We pray for this beautiful city, and
all who dwell in it, that its high hills and deep
ravines may reflect the rich surface of difference and not the harsh contours of division.
We pray for the homeless, the lost, and the

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal and other community leaders participate in the celebration of the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr.
despised in our midst: Help us to see them and
hold them close. We pray for all our leaders,
past and present, and especially for Barack
Obama, our President-Elect, on the eve of
his inauguration. Guard his safety, guide his
deliberations, and make him strong for the
work you have given him to do.

And finally, Lord, we pray for ourselves,
that we may walk the path you lay before
us with integrity and steadfastness, knowing
that your power always shines forth in our
weakness, and your mercy in our need.
May I have a “Yes, God’?
So be it.
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Hope in the midst of hardship
President Obama, in his inaugural address, struck
THE RT. REV.
a balance between reality and hope. He named the
KENNETH L.
ills that plague our nation and the world today. Yet,
PRICE JR.
while acknowledging that there would be no quick
fix, he also offered confidence and hope that there
will be better days down the road. There has been
cautious bi-partisan support for this realistic assessment and hopeful note. Regardless of our political
persuasion, now is the time for fervent prayer,
coupled with some lifestyle changes.
Those same ills of our economy are touching
us here in the Diocese of Southern Ohio as well.
Not a week goes by that I do not hear how one or
another of our congregations is being challenged
by its economic situation. Giving is scaled back, income from endowments is down, resulting in some cases in reductions in staff, programs
and outreach. And yet, although such is the case, there also are reports
that attendance and membership are either remaining steady or increasing. After all, being together in community at such times is critical. I
still experience a healthy number of confirmations and receptions in
my visits. Also, the turmoil that occupies some quarters in the Anglican
Communion is largely absent in our diocese, and we seem to have a
fairly healthy spirituality. So what are we to make of all this?
I think there is a parallel between the situation in our nation and in
our church. Yes, we are in hard times. Yes, this is a long-term problem
without a quick fix. Yes, such a situation evokes a measure of fear. Yes,
we all feel the pinch. But even in the midst of this, there is hope.
For that hope to be fully realized, it is important that we acknowledge
that we need to live our lives differently. There is a growing sense of
urgency to become more “green” in the way we live. That applies to the
stewardship of our church buildings as in our personal life. We also must
learn how to do more with less and benefit from sharing the resources
we have. In Dayton, the clergy are in conversation about pooling the
talents of their ordained leadership as well as exploring how they might
purchase supplies in bulk to benefit from an economy of scale. The
clergy of the Hocking Valley deanery also are viewing their ministry
differently as they seek to combine their talents so the congregations can
be better served. Such has been the case in the East Central Ohio Area
Ministry and the Northern Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster for several
years, and now Good Samaritan in Clermont County is rediscovering
how, by better utilizing the talents of all their members, they can be less
dependent on paid, ordained leadership and share the ministry among all
the baptized. As essential as clergy are to an apostolic and sacramental
church, there also are high costs associated when every congregation
has its own clergyperson. Although finances may be the initial reason
congregations seek to explore new ways of cooperation, that search can
open the door to new and exciting ways of being the church in the 21st
century.
This is not only the case for local congregations. Our diocese has
likewise eliminated one of its canons, and duties are being redistributed.
Diocesan Council is currently preparing the 2010 budget with the reality
that there may be less money to work with. And yet at the same time we
are excited about some new areas of ministry that will better enable us to
be the church God is calling us to be in the 21st century and new ways of
doing that ministry that will broaden the participation of us all.
The bishops, canons and Commission on Congregational Life are
fully aware of the toll that the current economic situation is taking on
our congregations. To get a better grasp on the scope of this among all
our 82 congregations, a request will soon be going out from COCL,
asking each church to share how the impact of the economic situation.
Having this information will enable us to address ways in which we
can be in partnership to address the challenges. With this realistic data
in hand, then we can have conversations about how new ways of being
the church can proceed. It is both a scary prospect and a time of real
opportunity and hope.

I am convinced that we in Southern Ohio will not only weather the
storm that swirls around us but also will find ways to be strengthened
and empowered for ministry in ways we might never have dreamed of.
I recently had a visitation to St. Peter’s, Delaware. Charles Wilson,
the rector there, is only in his second year, and yet there were a record
16 confirmations. The church has recently bought a house to house their
offices and a chapel that will be more accessible to the larger community. There was a spirit of hopefulness and a “can do” attitude among the
congregation that morning that I find repeated in different ways everywhere I go. Yes, it hurts when people are laid off or their hours cut back,
especially when this happens in the church, but when the community
pulls together in such times, there can be satisfaction in sharing mutual
support and finding new ways to be the Body of Christ. May God bless
us all as we do not just weather the storm but find joy in discovering the
rainbow in the midst of it.
Contact Bishop Price at kprice@diosohio.org.

St. Nicholas:
Sharing the gifts of God

At Christ Church in Dayton on Dec. 22, Bishop
Kenneth L. Price Jr. is shown in the role of St. Nicholas,
the Bishop of Myra, as part of a special Advent promotion sponsored by MVERN, the Miami Valley Episcopal
Russian Network.
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Cathedral welcomes scholars, explores faith in society
BY THE REV. CANON JOANNA C. LEISERSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Dr. Emile M. Townes

Dr. Walter
Brueggemann

If we lived true to our Christian roots, we might lament that it is not easy being
Christian in the world. The core of Christianity, beginning with the ministry of
Jesus, is relentlessly counter-cultural and strenuously principled. At our most
faithful, Christians could be a lonely prophetic “voice in the wilderness” against
the injustices of society. But the world around us is often not so easy to engage
critically, because Christianity is embedded in our society in a relationship that is
often more cozy than contentious.
Exploring this issue -- politically, economically, socially and culturally in a
time when many of us are anxious about our homes, jobs and retirement accounts
-- will be the focus of Christ Church Cathedral’s 2009 Visiting Theologians
series. Renowned Scholars
Emilie M. Townes, Walter Brueggemann and Tex Sample will speak about
ways in which people of faith can stand in integrity with their beliefs in a society
that is often indifferent to Christian values.

Faith as a component of citizenship
As Christians, we are often unsure about how best to share our values and
concern for societal justice. In “Does Your House Have Lions” on Feb. 20, at
7 p.m., Townes will examine ways in which we can blend faith and citizenship
through lively Christian discussion and probing Christian witness.
Townes is the Andrew W. Mellon Professor of African-American Religion and
Theology at Yale Divinity School. She is an ordained American Baptist clergywoman
and a founding member of the Initiative on Religion and Politics at Yale, which seeks
to bring a progressive religious voice to the education of seminarians.

Lessons from biblical times: 2009 Lenten Series
Dr. Tex Sample

Brueggeman will offer the cathedral’s 2009 Lenten series, which will take
place on Wednesdays, March 4, 11 and 25 and April 1. Brueggemann will look
at how the society of the God of liberation, as Moses found on Mt. Sinai, differs

SOLLI encourages lay leadership
The purpose of the Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative (SOLLI) is to train lay leaders for effective service in the community, the congregation, the diocese and interfaith and
ecumenical agencies.
SOLLI is a two-year program. Each year includes three two-night weekends. SOLLI
focuses on leadership, learning goals and commitment to form a mutually responsible learning community. Our life and work together is shaped by scripture, prayer and reflection.
Between the weekends, learning projects are developed. Participants study and become
immersed in outstanding examples of ministry in the diocese. The goal of these projects is both to
present case studies in leadership and to build a network of lay leaders across the diocese.
An integral part of the leadership of SOLLI is a team of coordinators, comprised of three
people – two lay and one clergy – to implement and administer SOLLI, with the support of
the Canon for Life Formation.
The ideal SOLLI class is broadly representative of the people and congregations of the
diocese. These people do or will serve in the programs and organizations of congregations,
the diocese, the province and the wider Episcopal Church as their interests lead them. To this
end, SOLLI seeks people who are willing to serve where needed, who have a vision of what is
needed in the parish and in the diocese and who have skills to encourage others in ministry.
Results of participation in SOLLI include a commissioning that is part of the graduation
ceremonies for the Anglican Academy. SOLLI graduates will be recommended to the bishops
for appointment to diocesan commissions and will be sought to offer themselves for elective
positions in the diocese. It is anticipated they will become more active and more effective in
the life of their congregations.
SOLLI Weekends for 2009-2010 will be held at Procter Camp & Conference Center in
London, Ohio, on Sept. 18-20, 2009, Jan. 22-24, 2010 and April 16-18, 2010.
SOLLI Coordinators for 2008-2009 are the Rev. John Bower, Marsha Calloway and
Wendell Mulford. The cost is $250 per year. Scholarship assistance is available. SOLLI is
generously supported by the Faith in Life Committee of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
For more information or to request an application packet: Call the Anglican Academy
office 800.582.1712 or e-mail the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at kruttan@diosohio.org

substantially from the society of Pharaoh, which is based on scarcity. He will
explain how the Ten Commandments laid down a different principle, one based
on God’s abundant provision. In subsequent evenings, Brueggemann will cover
Deuteronomy, which broadened the focus on the common good into a social
ethic and conclude his presentations by looking at ways in which the justice of
Sinai is relevant today.
Brueggemann is an Old Testament scholar, now retired from Columbia
Theological Seminary. His passionate exploration of Old Testament theology,
linking it with human experience and with social analysis, has had an enormous
impact on other scholars. He is an ordained minister in the United Church of
Christ.

Beyond the middle-class church
The theologian series will conclude on April 24 at 7 p.m. with the challenge
of blue collar ministry, as presented by Sample. He also will conduct a workshop on April 25, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and on April 26 at 9 a.m. Sample will
offers ways in which the Church can transcend social class barriers, abandoning stereotypical images of “hard-living” people, breaking down the yoke of
middle-class captivity and joining with the Christ who lives among the poor
and marginalized.
Sample, former academic dean at St. Paul School of Theology, has been
described as “a man with baseball bat in one hand and a copy of philosopher
Wittgenstein in the other.” He has held blue collar jobs; he has led churches. He
is an ordained elder in the United Methodist Church.
All presentations in Christ Church Cathedral’s 2009 Visiting Theologian Series are
free of charge, but registration is required for the Saturday workshop by Tex Sample
on April 25 (space is limited). Lunch will be provided. The cathedral also will provide free parking at the 303 Building at Third and Broadway for all of the presentations with a voucher available at the church reception desk.
For full details and more information, contact Canon Leiserson at 513.842.2052
or jleiserson@ccath.org, or go to www.christchurchcincinnati.org.

Churches celebrate Appalachian Sunday
On Feb. 22, Transfiguration Sunday, congregations from across the Diocese of
Southern Ohio will celebrate Appalachian Sunday – a special time to reflect upon that
area’s unique gifts and needs.
“The hill country of Appalachia is a large and important part of our diocese,” says the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, chair of the diocese’s Appalachian Ministries committee. “And
even in our cities, people from Appalachia are a major population group. Appalachia
supplies much of our energy and natural resources, including the lumber from which our
homes are built. Appalachian Sunday allows us to celebrate the hard work, music, speech
and literature of its people.”
The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal encourages every congregation to celebrate
Appalachian Sunday in some way.
“Appalachian Sunday gives us a time to remember our connection to Appalachia and
its people,” said Bishop Breidenthal.
Proceeds from a special collection may be designated for the mission work of
Episcopal Appalachian Ministries, the regional coalition of Episcopal dioceses of which
Southern Ohio is a member.

RESOURCES

The diocesan Episcopal Appalachian Ministries Committee has developed resources including bulletin inserts and suggestions for music and worship appropriate for the day. These
resources are available at the Appalachian Ministry section of the diocesan website www.
diosohio.org.
It also is possible to schedule a speaker, film, musical group or other educational
events. For assistance, contact consultant Michael Maloney at meamon@aol.com or
513.531.8799. Another resource, Missa Appalachia, can be downloaded at www.churchpublishing.org. A mobile display on environmental concerns in Appalachia is available
through Nancy Sullivan at nsullivan@fuse.net.
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Faith in Life: Spiritual Discernment

ERH offers Refresh Your Soul

Faith in Life is pleased to announce that the Rev. Mark A. McIntosh, Ph.D. will join the
Diocese of Southern Ohio as a 2009 Hobson Lecturer. McIntosh holds degrees in history and
in theology from Yale, Oxford, and the University of Chicago. He is the author of several
books and teaches and researches at the intersection of Christian spirituality and theology.
His presentation will be a two-part talk on “Discerning God’s Delight: A Theological Life
of Spiritual Discernment” including “Distinguishing the Spirits” and “Discerning God’s
Will.” The talks endeavor to open our life as a Christian people to the mystery of God’s life in
which we exist and to find the deep truths of our callings. Seeing our life (including our life as
Church) in all the wonder of its theological depths becomes easier and more lively when we
practice attunement to God’s inexhaustible joy - discerning the spirits that animate our life now,
and sensing something of that infinite goodness God intends for us to share forever. Each talk
weaves together a discussion of the history and practice of these two forms of spiritual discernment with reflections on the theological context within which all discernment takes place.
The lectures will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Feb. 28 in Schenk Chapel at Trinity
Lutheran / Bexley Hall Seminaries in Columbus, 2199 East Main St. (A large parking lot is
available on the south side of the seminary). There will be time after each lecture for questions and answers. Although lunch is not provided, several restaurants are nearby. Through
the Lutheran/Episcopal Call to Common Mission, Trinity Lutheran Seminary and Bexley
Hall Seminary share faculty and facilities, and seminarians enjoy some classes together and
take some others separately, specific to their Lutheran and Anglican traditions.

Episcopal Retirement Homes’ Parish Health Ministry will hold its 2009 Refresh Your
Soul conference on March 6-7 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Cincinnati, 5901 Pfeiffer Road.
This year’s theme is “Staying Afloat: Preserving the Capacity to Care.” The weekend of
renewal will feature keynote presenters Jane Meier Hamilton, MSN, RN, and the Rev.
Joanna Seibert, MD. Hamilton has been a professional and family caregiver, learning firsthand the challenges of giving care. Her work has taken her from a clinical nursing practice,
to consulting and is now a much sought-after dynamic, national speaker.
Seibert is a professor of Radiology and Pediatrics at Children’s Hospital and University
of Arkansas Medical School and a deacon in the Episcopal Diocese of Arkansas. She has
presented numerous retreats and is the author of the book, Healing Presence.
The conference also will offer a variety of breakout sessions addressing topics such as
healing prayer, recognizing God’s Plan and healthy meals with today’s hectic schedule.
For more information about the conference, visit www.episcopalretirement or call Ellen
Schneider at 800.835.5768, ext. 4545.

Redeemer hosts Phyllis Tickle
The Centennial Year of Celebration at the Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park, will continue in March when Phyllis Tickle, a noted authority on religion in America, joins Redeemer
to explore the recent monumental shifts in today’s Church. On March 7, Redeemer will offer
a morning workshop from 9 a.m. to noon entitled “Christian in a 21st Century World: How
Now Must We Live?” At 4 p.m., Redeemer will offer relaxed discussion time with Tickle,
then end the day with Evening Prayer in the chapel at 5 p.m. On March 8, Tickle will preach
at the 8 and 10 a.m. services, then address the adult formation group. Information: the Rev.
Charlie Brumbaugh at CFBCOR@aol.com.

Conference: Preaching Justice
Join renowned theologian Dr. Walter Brueggemann on March 20-21 for a special conference, “Answering the Prophetic Call in Prayer and Proclamation.” Sponsored by the diocese’s Social Justice Network and Public Policy Committee and Faith in Life, the conference
will explore the struggle of proclaiming the prophetic word through prayer and preaching.
As Brueggemann writes in his book, The Word Militant: Preaching a Decentering Word,
“The Bible ... can be dangerous, subversive and scandalous ... How is a pastor to give voice
to this scandal in a society that is hostile to it, in a church that is often unwilling to host the
scandal, and when we ourselves as teachers and pastors of the church are somewhat queasy
about the scandal as it touches our lives?”
The conference will be held at the Procter Camp & Conference Center, beginning
with dinner and a focus on prophetic prayer on Friday, March 20. The all-day workshop
on Saturday will offer discussion with Brueggemann and hands-on practice in the art of
prophetic preaching. Costs vary, depending upon overnight stay. Register online at www.
diosohio.org, Events.

Conference: Stewardship and the spiritual journey
The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal will lead the annual stewardship conference, with
a focus on stewardship as a spiritual journey and the theology of giving. Other workshops
include: Stewardship 101, a review of stewardship programs and planned giving and
legacy stewardship. The conference is March 29 at the Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m., with the program beginning at 9:30 a.m. and ending at 3
p.m. Cost is $15, with a maximum of $60 for a group from the same parish. Register online:
www.stewardship.diosohio.org

>> Administration
CPG hosts regional forum
The Church Pension Group invites you to a free, full-day Regional Forum hosted by T.
Dennis Sullivan, CPG president. Hear about the mission and strength of the Pension Fund,
the proposal for a denominational health plan and the lay employee benefits study and recommendations. There also will be question and answer sessions. These regional forums are
being held throughout the country – but Southern Ohio is lucky to have one nearby at the
Marriott Cincinnati Airport, 2395 Progress Drive, Hebron, KY 41048. To register, visit the
CPG website at www.cpg.org/regionalforums or call 800.992.4555.

>> Music
Prize-winning Azmari Quartet to perform at Cathedral
Christ Church Cathedral will present The Azmari Quartet Feb. 8 at 3 p.m. Prizewinners
at the 2006 Plowman Chamber Music Competition and semifinalists in the TROMP
International String Quartet Competition held in the Netherlands, the group includes
Christina Merblum, Julie Fischer, Hugo
Bollschweiler and Rebecca Merblum.
Azmari Quarter formed in 2003 and currently serves as the Corbett String Quartet-inResidence at Northern Kentucky University.
The Cincinnati Enquirer has described its
performances as “relentless energy and superb
intonation.”
The name Azmari is derived from Aramaic
and can be translated “to sing.” The term
Azmari was also used in Ethiopia to refer to
village orators. The quartet is drawn to the
notion of emulating the human voice with their instruments, as well as passing along the
rich tradition of chamber music.
“I am excited about these young players coming to the cathedral,” says Charles Hogan,
the cathedral’s interim director of music. “Their exuberant style and great appeal highlight
our offerings to the artistic life of Southern Ohio, which this year range from Klezmer to
vocal chamber music to the CSO’s concert:nova,”
Azmari Quartet’s performance is part of the cathedral’s new chamber music recitals,
offered the second Sunday of every month through May 10. The recitals are offered free of
charge. Free parking is available at the Queen City Club lot, located at Fourth & Broadway,
across the street from the cathedral.

Cathedral offers special Evensong
Christ Church Cathedral will offer a special service of evensong on Saturday, Feb. 7, at
4 p.m. Choirs and singers from across the diocese will sing the service, their voices joining
together under the direction of Michael McCarthy, director of music at Washington National
Cathedral.
The service music will include Howells’ Collegium Regale canticles and Hadley’s “My Beloved Spake” as the anthem, along with
additional psalm, hymn and responses.
Michael McCarthy was appointed director of music of the National
Cathedral in 2003. He oversees the cathedral’s expanding music program,
as well as serves as principal choirmaster. In 1996, he established London
[England] Oratory School Schola, which quickly became a premier boys
concert choir, recording for films such as The Lord of the Rings and
Harry Potter. A graduate of Guildhall School of Music and Drama, Mr.
McCarthy has worked with numerous professional choirs including The Sixteen, The Gabrieli
Consort and the Monteverdi Choir under the direction of Sir John Eliot Gardiner.
“The cathedral is making deliberate efforts to augment the musical life of the diocese
through workshops, recitals, and festivals such as this,” says Charles Hogan, Christ Church
Cathedral’s interim director of music. “I find it to be a wonderful time to bond together as
musicians and to learn from such a talented director.”
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FROM PAGE 1

benefits and tax credits for the last two years. Parishioner
Kelli Sexton, a college student, spoke eloquently about the
relief she felt in learning that she qualified for Healthy Start
to cover her child from birth. Her parents’ insurance company covered Kelli but excluded the baby, and the family was
unable to find a policy of any kind from the private sector.
Members of three Dayton churches - Christ Church, St.
Andrew and St. Mark - staffed the station’s phone bank
together with volunteers from the AFL-CIO and Legal Aid.
All of the phone lines lit up instantly when the evening news
broadcast began at 5 p.m.
“There were so many people who can’t afford prescriptions: a woman with high blood pressure who had gone without her medication for two months. The cancer survivor who
couldn’t afford to go in for the screening she needs. The man
whose salary was the sole support for his children and grandchild, now out of work,” said St. Mark’s parishioner Patricia
Tallman, who took down information on callers’ needs.
The call volume was so heavy that Channel 2’s technicians added two more lines. All lines were still ringing at
8 p.m. when they had to be cut off. Many more contacted
the station in ensuing days, with Bour referring them to
ECSF. One woman had just learned she was pregnant with
her fourth child after her husband lost his job. She spent
Epiphany in tears of desperation then saw the telethon.
She was immensely relieved to learn she might qualify for
Healthy Start Medicaid to cover her and the baby through
labor and delivery.
The Rev. Arthur Mills, ably aided by his young niece
Cheyenne Spain, organized call logs to send to Christ
Church, where a team of volunteers led by Kris Sexton and
Benefit Bank counselor Charley Stough stuffed envelopes
with relevant application forms and instructions for each
caller. Channel 2 sent a news crew to film their endeavors
and ran another story during the evening news Jan. 7, including recaps of the encouraging words of Paddock.
The Dayton volunteers logged more than 220 calls and
ultimately mailed out applications to 230 households, second
only to Columbus in the statewide effort.
“This telethon was historic for our station,” WDTN producer Peter Bour wrote to ECSF the next day. “The volume of
calls was unmatched, and we also got 611 hits on our website,
a big number for this market. We have created a special set of
links on our website to keep driving folks to the places they
can get help. I thank you and all your volunteers for their help
on this community service project. We did a lot of good.”

DON’T TOUGH IT OUT!

If you are uninsured, downsized or disabled, you or your children may
qualify for free Medicaid coverage for medical and dental care and
prescriptions. Those eligible can get retroactive coverage for medical
expenses incurred in the three months before the date of application. Many families who are hunting for work may be eligible for food
stamps in the form of a debit card that can be discreetly used at
any grocery store.
Senior citizens may qualify for Medicaid benefits to cover Medicare
premiums and many out-of-pocket expenses. Ohio also offers a
prescription discount card called Ohio’s Best Rx and financial aid for
hospital bills.
Children born in the US may qualify for health coverage and nutrition
programs even if adults in the family are not American citizens.
If you or someone you know would like help figuring out what benefits you may qualify for, contact the Ohio Benefit Bank to find a
site near you that can help you find out, and complete applications
with you in a non-stressful setting. Many Benefit Bank sites are in
Episcopal churches or affiliated community non-profits. Call toll-free
800.648.1176 or visit www.obb.ohio.gov

NEWS

ECSF awards grants to 44 ministries
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The Episcopal Community Services Foundation board
voted unanimously Jan. 15 to award $137,730 in grants to
aid churches to respond effectively to the widening misery
wrought by the recession in Southern Ohio.
In cities, rural areas, and even in suburbs, churches
are struggling to serve unprecedented numbers of people
caught in cataclysms from the business closings to the foreclosure crisis. Gifts and pledges by hundreds of individual
donors and 71 churches over the last few months equipped
the ECSF board to fully fund 40 of this fall’s 44 requests
– over 90%.
“As someone who interfaces with all of these ministries,
it is wonderful to see such support coming their way,” said
the Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr., chair of ECSF’s board.
The all-volunteer grants committee, chaired by Monty
Reece of St. Margaret’s, Dayton, includes both trustees and
at-large members with an array of expertise in community
ministry. They spent several weeks visiting the applicant
projects and reviewing this year’s thick stack of proposals.
“As a new member of the committee, I am very
impressed by the outreach projects that our churches are
carrying out, particularly the smaller congregations,” said

Phyllis Brunson, a member of St. Margaret’s, Dayton.
But the challenges are growing. Emergency assistance
ministries across the state report a relentless rise in the
number of people seeking aid. Falling profits and endowment values are causing many corporations and foundations to slash their support.
An urgent appeal to some of ECSF’s strongest supporters
in Epiphanytide generated more than $11,000 in additional
funds by Jan. 13, enabling the grants committee to present
a grants budget almost 15% higher than last year’s.
“Hats off to these donors for making this the strongest
year ever for contributions to ECSF’s grants budget.” said
Bishop Price at the January board meeting. “Their generosity has made this a banner year.”
“It’s a pleasure to be able to fully fund almost all of these
requests,” added Bonnie Kretchmer, an ECSF trustee and
grants committee member from Holy Trinity, Oxford.
“We’re excited that - even in the midst of these hard
times - Episcopalians in this diocese are dedicated to helping their brothers and sisters in need,” said the Rev. David
Halt, president of the ECSF board and rector of St. James,
Cincinnati. “This is powerful Christian witness in a time
of great need.”
The new grant awards are posted on ECSF’s website,
www.ecsfsouthernohio.org.

Pageant practice
The children of the AWAKE
program at St. Stephen’s,
Columbus, presented a
Christmas play entitled “The St.
Stephen’s Church Mice.” The
play and much of the music
was written by Judy Willour,
organist-choir director at St.
Stephen’s. Prior to the play,
the children hosted a breakfast to benefit the Episcopal
Community Services Foundation
and raised $430.

See you at camp!

YOUTH NOTES

Procter Summer Camps are committed to bringing students and families to a faith-based community. We provide
experiences, instruction and an introduction to ministry
in the Episcopal Church. In this one-of-a-kind program,
campers select their own focus for the week.
When partnered with great memories, safe environments,
lifelong friends and amazing fun, Procter Summer Camp is sure
to be a week that will keep them talking for ages! Be sure to
check out our specialty camps for specific program focuses and
age groups. Details and registration: www.dsoyouth.org
2009 Summer Camp Schedule
June 18-21: Family Camp I
June 22-27: Junior Camp (6-7 grade)
June 29-July 3: Boys & Girls Camp (4-5 grade)
July 6-11: Senior Camp (10-12 grade)
July 13-18: Outdoor Adventure Camp (6-12 grade)
July 20-25: Intermediate Camp (8-9 grade)
July 27-30: Creation Camp (6-12 grade)

July 31-Aug. 2: Family Camp II (starts at 1 p.m. on
Friday and runs through 4 p.m. on Sunday)

Calling all nurses!
The 2009 Summer Camping season is looking for someone to become the camp nurse for the summer. This is a paid
position. If you, or someone you know, are a nurse and are
interested in spending the summer with us down on the Procter
farm, please contact: Rob Konkol, director of youth ministry/
summer camp at youth@diosohio.org or 513.371.5131.

Exodus: Join the movement
Hey teenagers, grades 9-12: Spend Valentine’s weekend with your Episcopal family! Exodus 6 will be held
Feb. 13-15 at St. Andrew, Dayton. This is a chance to
spend a weekend learning how to help others – as well
as yourself. Cost is $30. Register at www.dsoyouth.org.
Questions: Rob Konkol, interim director of youth ministries at 513.371.5131 or 800.582.1712 or by e-mail,
youth@diosohio.org

Technology and faith
The power of a website
After about six months of planning, Redeemer launched a new website the week of
Thanksgiving. The new website actually incorporated a lot of the great things about our
old site but with improved usability and aesthetics. Where the old website was heavy on
text and light on graphics, the new site incorporates lots of photographs to show the “face”
of Redeemer. After a couple of months of research into which platform fit the needs of the
congregation, we chose one which incorporated some unique features, such as online pledging, event registration, podcasting and photo sharing. And we have only just begun -- this
platform offers a lot of capabilities that we have yet to use, like blogs, private pages, mass
e-mail capabilities and more. I expect that we will begin incorporating the additional options
as our parish becomes more comfortable with using the site.
The driving force behind our website change was Redeemer’s ongoing commitment to
“reaching out and inviting in.” Parish leadership felt that our message, mission and ministries
would appeal to young adults in the greater Cincinnati area. To reach that demographic, we
felt that we needed to bring our website and technology up to date. We are able to provide
online registration, pledging, forms, prayer requests and schedules to our members. In addition to the website, we added an informational and interactive kiosk in our narthex that
provides the same information and registration capabilities for everyone who comes through
our doors. In every instance, it has been a positive for Redeemer. We have seen an increase
in online pledging and payment as people become more comfortable with the technology.
We are seeing a gradual increase in usage. Nevertheless, I think that it is equally important to
provide traditional options for members who are not as comfortable with the digital age.
An added benefit to the parish is the fact that digital options provide a more environmentally friendly way to operate. The parish is committed to good stewardship of the environment, and the less paper we can use, the better. I strongly believe that we are just beginning
to scratch the surface of the digital capabilities and the next few years will see an explosion in
both our ability to utilize these resources and the demand for them from our parishioners.

~ Sharon Jenkins is the communications director at Church of the
Redeemer, Hyde Park. Visit their website at www.redeemer-cincy.org.
Contact Sharon at sharon@redeemer-cincy.org.

Technology in worship
In late fall 2006, we decided to install a video projector in our
main worship space. Of course, one of the major issues involved was
where to put the screen without destroying the aesthetics of the visual
holiness of our space. In this we were blessed by our architecture.
The projector is hidden by the load-bearing joists for the vaulted
ceiling, and the screen is simply the blank big white wall. Because
we do not have a large collection of artwork, the use of a projector
has opened up the possibility of creating more visual warmth and
using images that support the theme of worship. The projector
was used initially for movie clips, worship videos, new music
and at least one presentation of icons and meditations set to a live
performance by our choir.
In June 2008, we began using the projector for Sunday worship. Since
that time we have projected the entire liturgy, including music. Currently, we are
using PDFs of the Book of Common Prayer to encourage a familiarity with its structure and content. The backgrounds chosen for the slides are either the color of the season or
images created to reinforce the theme for the given Sunday. We also have alternated between
using both the music and lyrics or just lyrics for each of the hymns. Once the template is set,
it takes 30-45 minutes to insert all the elements into the slide show. If we use a custom image,
it may take three to four hours to create.
Since moving to a slide-show format, I have noticed several negatives. The first is a
lack of familiarity with the Book of Common Prayer that our newcomers exhibit. The
second is that to most effectively use the medium, we will need to install a second
projector in the nave for balance (everyone is moving to sit on the projector side).
We also should have a monitor for those on the altar party. Currently, it is amusing
to see acolytes and Eucharistic Ministers gazing with awe at the big screen behind
them (although this could be remedied if we returned to an East Altar). Thirdly, if
there is a typographical error, it can cause consternation for the congregation and
in some cases, confusion.
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On the positive side, we have experienced few complaints in our transition and even then
it has been on font and format -- not the use of the technology. Participation levels have
increased as well. The responses are louder. Parishioners are forward focused on the liturgy
and are more observant of the ceremonial and what is happening at the altar in the Eucharistic
Prayer. The level of participation in our music has significantly increased, folk are singing
loudly, without the concern of balancing books or reading music. For any church, that is a
huge positive. And we’re being green – environmentally and fiscally. We no longer print the
full liturgy in worship bulletins, so we’re saving about 25,000 sheets of paper and roughly
$800 annually.
Oh, and yes, one can still have “High Church” worship with a projector. We’ve done it, and
the smoke from the incense looks beautiful in the colored light!

~ The Rev. Dave Halt is rector of St. James, Westwood.
Contact him at revhalt@fuse.net.

Prayer by conference call
When we think of “a church,” the image that comes to mind is a stone building with high
stained-glass windows. Whether the image is of a modern building or a scaled-down Gothic
cathedral, one constant is that it is a solid place dedicated to worship. St. Cyprian of Carthage
worships in a beautiful Gothic building, but now it is also a telephone network. Because the
parishioners at St. Cyprian’s often work two or even three jobs, by shifts and on weekends,
it can be impossible for them to attend Sunday or Thursday evening services. So the Rev.
Admire Cleeve, vicar of St. Cyprian, has set up the network to hold Morning Prayer at 6 a.m.
and Noonday Prayer at noon on weekdays. On all evenings except Tuesdays, there is a prayer
service with individual prayers from 9:30 to 10 p.m., ending with Compline; on Tuesdays
there is a Bible study discussion and Compline from 9:30 to 10:15 p.m.
Prayer, whether in the stone church or by voice, is the center of worship at St. Cyprian’s,
but the prayers are not exclusive to parishioners. Everyone is welcome to enter in the community by calling 309.946.5100 and the access code is 43205.

~ Edward Lense is a member of St. Cyprian’s of Carthage.

eNotes keep the people informed
Grace was at a really low spot in 2006. I started eGraceNotes and the Grace web site at
that time because that was something I could do to help the congregation. Roger Speer was
helping Grace at the time and did the website design, which I then adapted for an electronic
newsletter.
I use Constant Contact to facilitate publishing eGraceNotes. I had seen the diocese
using Constant Contact a few years before while I was at the Cathedral and had
used it to help set up eTower at the Cathedral. I also use it to publish the
College Hill eNewsletter weekly to about 1000 subscribers.
We recognize that Grace has many members and friends
who are not in church at Grace on any given Sunday to hear
announcements or read the bulletin. So Grace’s e-mail newsletter helps keep members and friends of Grace up-to-date on life
at Grace. A major source of information for eGraceNotes is
the church bulletin, thanks to parish administrator Jim Edgy.
Our bulletin contains a lot more information than the typical
church bulletin, and I use much of it. I augment that information with things I think will be interesting to our audience,
which is about half Grace members and half interested nonmembers. I’m also a big believer in pictures, so I’ve taken
to bringing my camera to most Grace services and other
activities. I use the pictures to illustrate articles and to place
on the website. Recently, my wife Carol, who just became a
member of Mission Council, has been encouraging Mission Council members to
contribute articles for eGraceNotes, and they are responding, which is contributing to the quality of the publication.

~ Ken Lyons is editor of eGraceNotes, Grace Church, College Hill.
To subscribe, visit http://www.gracecollegehill.org/egracenotes.
Contact Ken at egracenotes@gracecollegehill.org.
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God’s Web: Connecting in the 21st Century
The all-day workshop on Feb. 21 at Procter Camp & Conference Center will explore the theology of connection and communication, from companion relationships around the world to tools
in navigating the worldwide web. Digital Faith, the architects of our new diocesan website at
www.diosohio.org, will provide hands-on training to building new sites. The day also will explore
other ways of connection, including social networking, podcasting, blogging and virtual worship.
People with all levels of technical expertise and computer comfort are encouraged to attend.
The cost is $20, which includes lunch and materials. Pre-registration is required. Visit www.
diosohio.org to register and to view the video flyer for this event (also on YouTube).

“Technology is just one of many
tools we can use to be in community for
each other. Anything that fosters community
is important – especially now, when times
are hard. Being in relationship, in community,

New technologies

help build community, spread the Word
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

is the first step in being church for one
another.”
- Mary Wanamaker, webmaster,
Trinity, Capital Square

About www.diosohio.org
The new diocesan site launched in January. It enables users to register and pay for events
online, comment on news articles and sermons and search – and connect with – clergy and
lay leaders. You can even sign in, add a short profile, upload your own photo or change your
address or other contact information (We must have an e-mail in order for you to log in. Send
your e-mail address to Julie Murray at jmurray@diosohio.org). You also can sign up for an RSS
feed, which will send new articles from the website directly to your e-mail account or phone.
Please send comments about the new site to Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org.
We’re updating and making changes every day so that the site dynamically reflects the ministry and mission of the Episcopal Church in Southern Ohio.

A fictional account of the new domain name
I was telling my wife, a Spanish teacher, how evangelistic and outward-oriented it was to
change the diocesan Internet domain name to a more Hispanic direction. The “Dios Ohio” or
“God Ohio” domain name is a nod toward the Hispanic heritage that an ever greater number
of people in our diocese have.
I don’t think that’s it, she said. I think it’s more about the Diocese of Ohio instead of “Dios”
for “God.”
No, I said, I’m pretty sure it’s Hispanic, because the first part of “Diocese” is “Dioc” not “Dios”.
Our daughter chimed in, Aren’t we in the Diocese of Southern Ohio, so it’s an abbreviation of
Diocese of Southern Ohio?
You mean “DioSOhio”? my wife and I said together.
Jinx, said our daughter.
-Courtesy of the Rev. David Kendall-Sperry, assistant to the rector at St. John’s, Worthington.

For Tepe, exploring new technology is part of
our Christian obligation: “We are charged with
preaching the Gospel to all nations, and this is
how we do evangelism in this day.”

New website tool
for connection
For the past two years, the Diocese of
Southern Ohio has focused on the key value
of formation, guided by three main principles:
transparency, leadership and connection.
Technology offers an array of tools to support
ministries and activities in all of these areas.
Conference calls enable more people to participate in commission and other leadership roles.
A convention blog encourages conversation
about proposed resolutions. Education opportunities and social justice advocacy alerts are sent
instantly through e-Connections.
In January, the diocese launched a critical
tool to undergird the ministry and mission of the
church. The new diocesan website, www.diosohio.org, allows any diocesan commission or
congregation to have free website hosting.
But the website, powered by Digital Faith,
is much more than simply hosting. It’s about
building community, says Patrick Herold,
founder of the Atlanta-based company, Digital
Faith.
“One of the things that drove the development of Digital Faith was our observation that
online, the voices of vacuous spirituality and
radical fundamentalism were drowning out the
moderate middle,” says Herold. “The mainline
denominations weren’t harnessing their voices
together – they didn’t aggregate their voices
into a common framework – so they were being
lost.”
Herold created a diocesan system of connection “because we is better than me.”
Congregations and commissions can nest their
website within the diocesan one. For example,
the stewardship commission’s web address is
stewardship.diosohio.org. With more potential
hits, search engines raise the ranking of diosohio – ultimately giving the middle moderate
more weight.
Think about it in these terms: a ministerial
group speaking against an issue on behalf of
their collective membership typically carries
more weight than a letter from one pastor.
When groups of people come together to collaborate, they have more power, more workers,

more voice.
“There’s a reason that we’re a connectional church,” says Herold. “We were called
to come together. We were structured in such
a way as to be connected, from the apostles
to our bishops to the whole structure of a
diocese. It’s in our nature as the Episcopal
Church.”
With the interconnectedness of the diocesan site – and as local congregations build
their own sites, search functions become
more robust. Instead of visiting 10 differ-

putting up the content on the website, then
the content becomes just one voice,” Herold
says. “We’re a church of many voices.”
This theology of connection reflects the
Episcopal Church’s open door policy that all
are welcome – at God’s table, in our pews,
on our websites. Technology then becomes
a tool to empowerment, to formation, to
leadership.
“We’re trying to present an experience to
a website user that lets them see the diversity of the community – in service schedules, youth activities, sermons, events,” says
Herold. “We allow many contributors to
be a part of the system. We want to allow
the visitor to move around within the community and find a place that resonates with
them.”

Building
community

ent websites to find a Lenten Bible study in
Southern Ohio, a user could search from the
diocesan page. Results would include all of
Lenten offerings at the diocesan level – and
at every congregation within the community
and nested in the diocesan site.
The new site invites interaction and collaboration. Comment on a sermon. Carpool to
an event. Post fun memories for a departing
staff member. On one Digital Faith website
in the Diocese of Mississippi, a user posts
recipes that match the liturgical calendar.
“This is really a way to empower folks.
If it’s always the parish secretary or rector

Visitors to the website of Trinity,
Columbus, can download Sunday’s sermons. They can follow the latest diocesan
or national church news. Or they can join
Trinity’s Facebook page.
“One of the challenges we have of being
a downtown church is that we don’t have a
neighborhood community. We don’t hang
out during the week or go to the same
softball games,” says Mary Wanamaker,
Trinity’s webmaster. “Technology enables
us to maintain our connection from Sunday
to Sunday. We get together on a Facebook
level, which bridges our face-to-face time,
and we start to build – or strengthen – our
relationships.”
Wanamaker also spends time at the
Anglican Cathedral in Second Life, a virtual
world in which people buy and sell property,
listen to music, go to book clubs – and worship.
“I’ve developed very close relationships
with people I’ve never met face to face and
may never have the opportunity to meet,”
she says. “My life would be less rich without them. … Technology is just one of many
tools we can use to be in community for
each other. Anything that fosters community
is important – especially now, when times
are hard. Being in relationship, in community, is the first step in being church for one
another.

AROUND THE DIOCESE

NOTABLE
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Cincinnati West
Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming, invited
neighborhood financial advisor Jeffrey McKanna to
present a forum on investments and healthy ways to
move through unsteady economic times. This was a
great resource for people who may be worried about
the economy but might not feel comfortable consulting with a financial advisor on their own.

Columbus

The Columbus Deanery Lenten School will be
held on Tuesday evenings, March 10-31, at St. John,
Worthington. The deanery Lenten school involves all
of the congregations in the Columbus area and is a
great way to meet people, worship together and hear
preachers and teachers from other congregations.
Please plan to arrive between 6 and 6:30 p.m. on the
first day of your class in order to register. Two-week
courses will be on March 10 and 17 (session 1) or
March 24 and 31(session 2). Cost for the Lenten
School will be $10 per person. Contact any Columbus
area congregation for more information.
St. James, Clintonville, has started a monthly
Euchre tournament. Euchre is a rousing game of cards,
played in groups of 4. Participants are encouraged to
bring their own beverages. If you’re a Euchre player
looking for a fun night out, contact the church at
614.262.2360 to find out how you can join in on the
fun!
Special kudos goes out to all the angels at Trinity,
London, who donated toys for the Christmas Angel
tree. The goal for this year was to collect 25 toys, but
through the generosity of the congregation, 60 toys
were collected to be distributed to underprivileged children in London and Madison County.

Congratulations to Diocesan staff member Geri McDaniel,
who became a grandmother for the first time when her
daughter Ellie Hoffman, gave birth to Lillian Grace Hoffman
on Dec. 19 in Anchorage, Alaska. Geri was able to travel to
Alaska in December to visit with Lilly, Ellie and her husband
Jeff. Geri has gotten off to a good start of spoiling her granddaughter!
Terry Applegate, St. Luke, Granville, has been recognized
by the Board of Education of Granville Exempted Schools as
one of 35 teachers in the district to have earned the designation
of Master Teacher from the Ohio Department of Education.
Teachers who earn the Master Teacher Designation submit
an application comprised of five papers that describe their
accomplishments in exceeding the state standards. Only
teachers with at least seven years of teaching experience are
permitted to apply for the recognition.
Mark Moller, St. Luke, Granville, has been awarded
tenure by Denison University. Moller is a professor in the
philosophy department at Denison.

Miami River
Trinity, Hamilton, has added a non-traditional, contemporary style service on the first Saturday of each
month at 5 p.m. The new service was born out of a desire
to create a regular worship service of music and prayer
such as the one the congregation experienced at a recent
Faith Alive weekend at Trinity. The service will feature
a less structured, but still worshipful liturgy of prayer,
upbeat music, prayer, contemporary Christian music,
communion and even more prayer! For more information about the contemporary service, contact Trinity at
513.896.6755.
The Many Faces of God is the focus of this year’s
Lenten series at St. Anne, West Chester. The series will
explore such questions as: Why are there so many different religions? Do people in other religions worship
the same God that I do? Are all the religions valid in
God’s eyes—all equally effective in putting people in
contact with the Divine? If I study other religions will I
“lose” my own Christian faith? And, Why do I belong
to one religion rather than another? Classes will be held
on Wednesday evenings beginning with a light supper at
6:30 p.m. Some weekend field trips to area faith communities such as the Greater Cincinnati Muslim Center and
the Sikh Center are also planned. Classes begin March
4. If you are interested in more information about this
Lenten series, call St. Anne’s at 513.779.1139

Northwest

Trinity, Troy, has developed an affiliation with the
Center for Progressive Christianity. The Center is a
network of congregations of many denominations are
proclaiming that their congregations are an open and
welcoming place for all people and that are focused on
their journey with God. They seek not to have absolute
answers but journey together with their questions. The

congregations welcome a diversity of spiritual experiences and theological perspectives. Affiliating with the
Center allows Trinity to be part of a network of congregations from many countries to have online discussion
about the renewal movement and identify themselves as
an open and inclusive congregation. To learn more about
the Center for Progressive Christianity, visit their website
at www.TCPC.org.

Ohio River

The annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and
Auction at Redeemer, Hyde Park, will be held on Feb.
24. As part of the ongoing Redeemer Centennial celebration, this year’s dinner and auction will be bigger and
better than ever—with a Mardi Gras theme, Cajun food,
mask-making tables, a Zydeco band and a costume party.
The auction always boasts great items for bid, such as
tickets to sporting events, specialty foods, lessons in
cooking or sewing and lots of services such as babysitting. Last year’s auction raised more than $10,000 for
mission, and organizers hope to top that this year. The fun
starts at 5:30 p.m. in the Great Hall. For more information, call Redeemer at 513.321.6700.
Building on the success of Christ Church
Cathedral’s launch last spring of the Cathedral Choir of
Boys and Girls and the Summer in the City choir camp,
the music program at the cathedral has begun a new
endeavor. The boys and girls choir is being expanded
to include students from St. Francis de Sales Catholic
School in East Walnut Hills. This is an unique partnership, with the recruiting being spearheaded by music
teacher Angeline Wheeler, a member of the cathedral.
Wheeler is fully supported by St. Francis principal
William Shula and cathedral choirmaster Charles Hogan.
This expanded boys and girls choir will offer Wednesday
afternoon evensong liturgies, followed by practice.
For more information about the boys and girls choir,
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[Ecumenical News International, London] Calls for a return to basic banking and an economy propelled by values other than greed have been made in
London, one of the world’s financial capitals, at a conference of Christian thinkers examining the current economic crisis.
“We face today a choice between a political economy based on greed and consumption and a way of life which is based on a sustainable and just relationship
with our neighbor,” the Rev. Bob Fyffe, general secretary of Churches Together
in Britain and Ireland, declared.
The session was held in late January at Methodist Church House and was
organized by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, an ecumenical umbrella
organization that groups all the major churches in the United Kingdom and
Ireland.
John Ellis, treasurer of the United Reformed Church who previously worked
for the Bank of England, pointed to one major bank’s relative success in weathering the current storm.
“It is fairly safe to assert that HSBC [bank] has been the most robust during

the recent economic troubles. It is also safe to assert that the chairman of HSBC
is an Anglican priest. Is that a coincidence?” he asked.
Ann Pettifor, director of Operation Noah, the Christian climate change campaign, blamed usury and easy credit for the crisis.
“Six percent interest is incredibly high and, I would say, a usurious rate. Usury
is the exalting of money values over human and environmental values. Capital
and globalization are based on the principle that there are no boundaries. But the
problem is law needs boundaries,” said Pettifor.
Investment banker John Reynolds, who chairs the Church of England’s Ethical
Investment and Advisory Group, advised, “Ethical pressure must be applied both
on companies and stake holders at the same time.”
Paul Clifford, head of theology at Christian Aid, described the view that the
economic crisis served a higher purpose as deeply offensive to poorer people who
were experiencing cuts in aid.
Fyffe described the conference as “an example of the practical kind of way we
can work together in the future towards building a more sustainable economy.”

[ENS] Standing on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial January 18, Episcopal
Diocese of New Hampshire Bishop Gene Robinson asked the tens of thousands
of people attending the “We Are One” concert to pray with him for God to guide
“your child Barack.”
He also asked God to bless the country with tears, anger, discomfort, patience,
humility, compassion and generosity and “freedom from mere tolerance.”
Robinson gave the invocation before the star-studded event that kicked off
four days of inaugural events in and around Washington, D.C.
In his invocation (available at www.episcopalchurch.org), Robinson asked
God to bless Americans with “patience -- and the knowledge that none of what
ails us will be ‘fixed’ anytime soon, and the understanding that our new president
is a human being, not a messiah.”
Robinson asked God to make Obama a “steady, calm captain” for the ship of
state, to give him time for his wife and daughters and to “keep him safe.”
“We know we ask too much of our presidents, and we’re asking far too much

of this one,” Robinson said. “We know the risk he and his wife are taking for all
of us, and we implore you, O good and great God, to keep him safe. Hold him in
the palm of your hand -- that he might do the work we have called him to do, that
he might find joy in this impossible calling, and that in the end, he might lead us
as a nation to a place of integrity, prosperity and peace.”
One witness told Episcopal News Service that Robinson’s invocation stirred
the crowd.
“He challenged us as a nation to move forward,” said freelance writer Gaen
Murphree, an Episcopal attendee from the Diocese of Vermont. “He called for God
to give us tears, discomfort, and anger as part of a series of calls to action that we
as a nation would work for peace, justice, and an end to poverty and discrimination
both here at home and around the world, and concluded with a heartfelt plea that God
would hold our new president in the palm of his hand and keep him safe.”
The concert’s setting was the same steps from which Martin Luther King Jr.
proclaimed in August 28, 1963 that he had dream of the day when all people in

Bishop Robinson offers inauguration prayer

SCHOLAR’S CORNER

When I learn more about the history of how Christians have treated
Jews, I am aghast at the hateful way Christians have often behaved.
How could so many Christians throughout so much of our history
have been filled such hatred toward the Jewish people?
I have long thought that the darkest blot
on the history of Christianity is how we
have treated the Jewish people. The history of Jewish-Christian relations is full of
prejudice, discrimination, cruelty and even
murder.
I think much of the ferocity of Christian
hatred of the Jews over the centuries
comes from our frustration at our inability to persuade them of the truth of
Christianity. We can’t understand why
the Jews are not convinced by our arguments. (Now here is where I try to get
psychological): I think that the fact that
Jews generally are not convinced raises
the (largely unconscious) thought that
maybe they are right and we are wrong.
But since this idea is too threatening to be
considered, we lash out in anger at those
people who make us feel so uncomfortable so that we can dismiss and discredit

them and the positions they hold.
I contend that on a fundamental level,
most Christians do have a basic respect for
the Jewish people as the covenant people
of God (at least before Christianity, if not
since its arrival), so it is hard for Christians
to understand why the Jewish people by and
large have not been persuaded by Christian
arguments and gotten baptized. Of all the
peoples of the world, many Christians
have reasoned, you would think the Jews
would be in the best position to recognize
that Jesus was the Messiah. God revealed
Himself to them and did miracles for them.
Before the coming of Christianity, the Jews
alone of all the peoples of the world knew
God and worshipped Him. God gave them
the Old Testament, with all its predictions
of the coming of Christ. Why can’t they see
that Jesus was the Messiah? What is wrong?
It is obvious to us (as Christians) that Jesus

is the Messiah and the
Son of God and that
Christianity is true.
How can the truth of
Christianity not be
obvious to anyone
who looks into these
matters, and especially to the Jews?
This was Martin
Luther’s thinking when
he wrote the book On
the Jews and Their Lies
(1543). He had expected that once he had purified the Church of all that was wrong with it
and the central Christian message of justification by faith was clearly presented that all Jews
would see the truth of Christianity and convert.
He was greatly disappointed when they turned
out to be no more drawn to Lutheranism than
they had been to Catholicism.
Luther wondered how the rabbis, who
knew the text of the Old Testament very well
and in the original Hebrew, did not perceive
that it predicted the coming of Christ?
Luther ended up concluding that the Jews
really did know in their heart of hearts that
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Jesus was the Messiah, only they would not
admit it. (“In their hearts they know we’re
right.”) According to Luther, Jews stubbornly would not admit that they had been
wrong all along and give the Christians
the satisfaction of admitting that they (the
Christians) had been right all along.
I think we need to admit that the rational
arguments for Christian faith that are so
persuasive to us may not be as persuasive
to others. Please note that I am not saying Christianity is fundamentally mistaken
– only that the factors behind a person’s faith
– Christian, Jewish or otherwise – are many
and varied. There is no one logical argument
or argument from the Bible that works with
everyone. We need not get angry with a
group of people who chooses another faith
– and certainly not resort to the prejudice
and cruelty that has tainted Jewish-Christian
relations throughout history.
Questions about the Bible or other
religious subjects may be sent to 2146
Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.
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CALENDAR
FEBRUARY
6-7 – Deacons school at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay
Sturm at 800.582.1712.
7 – Safe Church training at Church of the Redeemer, 2944 Erie Ave., Cincinnati
45208. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are required. The cost of
training is $15, which includes lunch and materials. Payment should be mailed to
Geri McDaniel, Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati 45202
or register online at www.diosohio.org. Make checks payable to the Diocese of
Southern Ohio.
12 – Interns meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev.
Canon John Johanssen at 800.582.1712.
13-15 – Exodus 6 at St. Andrew, Dayton. Contact: Rob Konkol at 800.582.1712.
14 – Lay Preacher training, 10 a.m. at St. John, Columbus. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
18 – Retired clergy and spouses day with the bishops at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: Yvonne Allen-Smith at 800.582.1712.
18 - Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Pat Ellertson at 740.826.4720.
21 – God’s Web: Connecting in the 21st Century at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Sign-in begins at 9 a.m. Early bird session begins at 8:30 a.m. Cost: $20. Contact:
Richelle Thompson at 800.582.1712. Register online at www.diosohio.org. See pages
8-9.
22 – Appalachian Sunday. See page 4.
24 – Executive & program staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
28 – Hobson Lecture Series at Scheck Chapel at Trinity Lutheran Seminary,
2199 E Main St, Columbus 43209, 10 a.m. Faith in Life hosts “Discerning God’s
Delight: A Theological Life of Spiritual Discernment.” See page 5.
28 – Safe Church training at Christ Church, 409 E. High St., Springfield 45505.
See registration info above.

MARCH
1 - Parochial reports due. Contact: Chris Stires at 800.582.1712.
5 - Clergy Day at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. Reservations to
Penny Buckley at 877.582.1712.
6-8 - Deacons school at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay
Sturm at 800.582.1712.
11 - Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Pat Ellertson at 740.826.4720.
12 - Interns meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev.
Canon John Johanssen at 800.582.1712.
14 - Lay Preacher training, 10 a.m. at St. John, Columbus. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
20-21 – “Answering the Prophetic Call in Prayer and Proclamation.” Join renowned
theologian Dr. Walter Brueggemann for this special conference at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, beginning with dinner on March 20 and all day on March 21.
Register online at www.diosohio.org. See page 5.
21 - Safe Church training at All Saints, 5101 Johnstown Rd, New Albany 43054.
See registration info above.
28 - Stewardship Conference, Procter Camp & Conference Center. Registration
begins at 8:30 a.m., program will end about 3 p.m. Keynote Speaker: the Rt. Rev.
Thomas Breidenthal. Register at http://www.stewardship.diosohio.org. Contact:
Dick Tuttle at rtuttle@suddenlink.net. See page 5.

SAVE THE DATE
June 25-28 - Ohio Episcopal Celebration at Kenyon: Praying, playing and
working together as people of the Gospel, engaging in the world and in our
local communities. Keynote speaker is David Domke, a former journalist and
associate professor in the Department of Communication at the University of
Washington. His research focuses on the relationships among political leaders,
news coverage and public opinion in the United States. He is the co-author of
“The God Strategy: How Religion Became a Political Weapon in America.”
The conference is hosted by the dioceses of Ohio and Southern Ohio and held on
the campus of Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio. This conference is for all ages,
with special programs for children and youth. Visit www.tinyurl.com/2009oecak
for more information.

REST IN PEACE

Ray Whitlow, who served as the president of the East Central Ohio Area Ministry (ECO)
Council since its founding, died Jan. 25 in Zanesville. He was 78.
He retired as director of underground mines in Ohio for Peabody Coal Company. He was a
dedicated member of St. John, Cambridge, and served on the Vestry and Mission Council for many
years. When ECO was envisioned, Ray was one of the initial members of the group that met to
discuss Cluster Ministry.
He is survived by his sons, David and Gregg; a brother, Larry; and eight grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Martha Ann Whitlow, who died in 2000.
A Memorial Eucharist was celebrated at St. John on Jan. 28, with the Rev. John Brandenburg,
ECO Area Missioner, presiding and preaching. Memorial Ccntributions may be made to St. John’s
Episcopal Church, 1025 Steubenville Ave., Cambridge, 43725.
The Rev. John W. Simons, who served as associate rector in Trinity Church, Columbus, in the
late 1980s, died recently. John held the rank of colonel in the Ohio National Guard and during those
years was also the chief chaplain for the Ohio Guard and the Ohio Air National Guard. Prior to
coming to Columbus, he served congregations on the west side of Cleveland and for many years
was rector of Grace Church, Willoughby. Services were held in Pittsboro, NC. He is survived by
his wife, Nancy, and children.
Norma Good, the wife of the Rev. John Good, former rector of St. Peter, Gallipolis, died Jan.
11. Services were held in Missouri, where John and Norma have lived for the last few years.

PAROCHIAL REPORTS
Parochial reports are a critical tool in spotting trends in church growth and giving. The reports
also play an important role in developing the diocesan budget and helping staff and commissions
to be good stewards of diocesan funds. These reports are due by March 1.
By canon, failure to file the reports by the deadline results in that congregation’s lay delegation
losing its vote at convention. Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal intends to direct Diocesan Council
to adhere to the canons regarding the deadlines. Please begin work now so that the reports can
be finished and mailed on time. Questions: Chris Stires or Heather Windle at 800.582.1712 or
hwindle@diosohio.org

FEBRUARY

VISITATIONS

1

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville
St. Patrick, Dublin

8

Bishop Breidenthal

Christ Church, Xenia

15

Bishop Breidenthal

St. Timothy, Anderson Township

22

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

Redeemer, Hyde Park
St. Cyprian of Carthage, Columbus

MARCH
1
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

St. Mark, Dayton
St. Stephen, Columbus

8

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

St. Mary, Hillsboro
St. Philip, Cincinnati

15

no visitations

House of Bishops

22

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

St. Andrew, Pickerington
St. Barnabas, Montgomery

29

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

St. Alban, Bexley
Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming

With thanks, Godspeed
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The Rev. Vicki Zust ended her ministry on diocesan staff at the end of January. She is still discerning where
God is calling her next. Over the past six years on staff and a lifetime in the Diocese of Southern Ohio, Zust has
touched people in all areas of the diocese. We wanted to express our deep gratitude for this ministry among us.

G

od blesses us with an abundance of gifts – kindness,
intelligence, determination, courage, loyalty. But
rarely are they embodied so fully in one person.
At times, Vicki talks of wearing her “pointy
canon shoes,” pushing a congregation to stretch or a seminarian to meet a deadline. At the next moment, she invites my
young children into her office to play with any of her beloved
Noah’s Ark collectibles.
Vicki can recite the church law and the history of the
diocese and also engage in a spirited conversation about the
latest twist in reality TV. In places where young women
clergy are placated or patronized, Vicki fights for respect
– and wins it. Yet she revels in dinner with friends and frozen
fruity drinks.
She takes on the terrorists of Libya – and our own government at times, as well as Democrats and errant clergy.
She never hesitates to sit cross-legged on the floor and talk
with kids at their level, with respect and love. Even though
Vicki can cram 30 hours of work into each day, she always
promptly sends thank you notes or calls after a long meeting,
filling the drive home with laughter, indignation and plans to
solve the world’s problems.
In our five years on staff together, we’ve nurtured a
mourning bishop, honored him in retirement and wept at his
death. We’ve hosted a General Convention, two searches for
a new bishop, one election and a glorious consecration. What
a journey – and what a blessing to share it with you.
~ Richelle Thompson, diocesan staff

M
I
I

O

ver time I have observed that whenever there
was a question about anything, the answer was
always, “Ask Vicki”. And whenever there a
problem no one could fix, the solution was,
“Ask Vicki.” And you always did have the answer and the
solution. During my diaconate training years, I was most
impressed with how you inspire confidence. When you are
in the room, it is like, “OK, bring on a nuclear winter, and
we’ll get through it.” And, I must add at St. Anne, we have
noticed that you know every hymn in the hymnal by heart.
Now that’s impressive!
~ The Rev. Jackie Williams,
deacon, St. Anne’s, West Chester

C

anon Zust was one of our students at Ohio
Wesleyan University and a member of St. Peter,
Delaware. My daughters: Joy, Grace, Gloria and
Peace enjoyed going to church because she was
there and taught Sunday School. She provided them with
an enduring love for the Church and provided them with an
outstanding role model. We thank her for her dedication to
the work of God in the community, Church and diocese.
~ The Rev. Professor Emmanuel K. Twesigye

The Rev. Vicki Zust

y fondest memory in years’ past was having
Canon Zust keeping track of the late Bishop Herbert Thompson’s apparel. At
an event at Christ Church Cathedral, Bishop Thompson had his crozier in his
case but had left his cope sitting by the door at his home. Vicki sprang into
action and drove to his residence and picked up his apparel and drove back just in the nick of
time before the Bishop was to make his entrance into the Nave. ~ Sandra Endres Porada

remember: • Vicki playing quidditch in the park with the children in the first Harry Potter
Bible School at Trinity Newark; • The super soaker battle at parish picnics • The picture of
Vicki kneeling on the floor at the U2charist at the General Convention in Columbus (what
flexibility!) • The incredible liturgy at Trinity after Sept. 11 • Her joy in including older
siblings at baptisms • Her loving, pastoral care • Her wisdom beyond her years.
~ Cathy Bagot, Trinity, Newark

had the great fortune to work with Vicki during my time as Archdeacon. She was always
willing to tackle any situation, was an excellent strategist in the crazy times. Most of
all, she was a fine colleague able to offer sage advice. Countless hours were spent at
Starbucks in Cincinnati, trying to figure out how to get Bishop Thompson from point A
to point B, and possibly even on time. Vicki is a faithful woman who loves God, church and
knows volumes about the workings of church systems. She will be missed, even as I have
missed working with her.
~ The Rev. Canon Jim Hanisian

T

I

will be forever grateful to Canon Zust for her grace and
caring for St. Thomas when we needed a stabilizing
person to lead our worship. She had a manner about her
that made me feel relaxed and cared for through our difficult time. ~ Nancy Storch, St. Thomas, Terrace Park

hank you for everything you have contributed to the life of Episcopalians! The last
time we had a longish conversation, you had just spent the night with the teenagers
at Trinity, Columbus. I was amazed then and still am at the energy, passion, and
love you brought to us.
~ Madeleine Trichel

F
I

or a great part of my life, you were an active member and role model. Your loving care and support through some very painful times in my life will stay with me
always. I am glad to have someone as special as you in my life.
~ Laura

t is hard for me to imagine the staff of the Diocese of Southern Ohio without Canon Zust
as part of us. I will always be eternally grateful for the support you gave to me during
the 16 months I was the interim ecclesiastical authority. You, Walt, Richelle and I were a
pretty good team. Your wisdom, the depth of your knowledge and your high work ethic
helped us through that tune and into the transition. You will be greatly missed. However, I
also remember the procession of children with you at the end of the service when you were
rector of Trinity, Newark, and how you changed the culture of that place. As competent as
you have been as a canon, you were also an excellent rector. I am sure that whatever lies in
your future will be right for you and you will make just as positive a mark as you have thus
far in your career. I trust that whatever the future holds, our paths will continue to cross, and
perhaps we may even share a few more sessions with the Archdeacon. You are the best.
~ Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr.

W

e at All Saints have felt blessed to have you with us during our lengthy search
for a new rector. We have appreciated your never failing energy, efficiency and
good humor and have felt supported and excited about the as yet-unknown
rector who will soon be with us. Thanks for all the valuable help.
~ Dorothy Powell, All Saints, Cincinnati

Read more comments about Vicki’s
ministry at www.diosohio.org, News.

REFLECTIONS
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A Christmas miracle
BY BARBARA MCKINNEY
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
It was Christmas Eve and the four of us had gathered to worship,
as we have on many Christmas eves, to hear yet again the miracle of
Christ’s birth. Little did we know we were in for a bit of a miracle
ourselves.
We are a small congregation, and because most of our members
were celebrating Christmas Eve with friends and family, our minister had considered canceling the service, knowing the few of us who
had planned to attend would understand. After all, she is recuperating from major back surgery, had friends of her own to visit that
evening, and an early flight to catch the next morning. However, she
felt the urge to hold the service.
Earlier that day, one of the four who had planned to attend the service
had gone out to buy lottery tickets as stocking stuffers, the way he has in
previous years. His usual purchasing place was crowded, so he drove a
little further and found one less busy. While there, he had the urge to try
his own luck with a ticket, and was an instant winner of $100.
As we gathered for worship that evening, we had just sung the last
note of the first hymn, “Oh Come All Ye Faithful,” when a woman
poked her head in and asked if she and her husband could join us.
Of course, we said they were welcome, and as she went outside to
inform her husband, I couldn’t help but wonder why they chose
this place. We don’t worship in a building that looks like a church
– there is only a small unlit banner that might let them know worship
happens here, and in the evening the building looks rather dark and
uninviting. There are several large, well-lit churches in the area, and
surely they were having Christmas Eve services too.
The woman returned with her husband, who leaned on the counter just inside the door, coughing, wheezing and trying to catch his
breath. His wife carried in several large plastic bags. After she had
used the bathroom, and her husband had his breathing under control,
they joined us for worship. I was amazed at what a wonderful singing voice the man had. The sound of his singing, and his responsive
“yes,” “alleluias,” and “that’s right,” to the priest’s readings and
sermon added excitement to our service.
How does this add up to a bit of a miracle? Well, as we learned,
the couple was homeless, and those plastic bags held all of their
possessions. Earlier they had been living in a low-rent hotel, but
their funds had run out. That night they were wandering the streets
of Northside, looking for a warm place to rest, when somehow they
were drawn to our dimly lit window.
Add to that the fact that our priest just happened to decide not to
cancel worship, our member just happened to buy his lottery tickets
at a different store and just happened to buy one for himself, and we
just happen to worship in a building that houses a food pantry.
We were able to give them several bags of food, two warm lap
blankets and a gift certificate to Kroger’s, left from a Secret Angel
Christmas project. The instant lottery winnings were used for two
nights stay at a low-rent hotel.
I can’t begin to describe the feeling of awe as I look back on this
Christmas Eve. From now on, I won’t be able to hear the phrase
“just happened” without looking for the miracle behind it.
Two thousand years ago a man and woman traveled to
Bethlehem.
This year a man and a woman traveled to Northside.
Two thousand years ago, there was no room at the inn.
This year there was no money for rent.
Two thousand years ago, the woman was with child.
This year the man could hardly breathe.
Two thousand years ago, God gave the world a miracle.
This year, God reminded us that miracles still happen.
Barbara McKinney is a member of St. Philip’s, Cincinnati.
Contact her at xbmom1x@yahoo.com

Grace: Small church
makes big impact
BY THE REV. LESLIE FLEMMING
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Members of Grace Church, Pomeroy, warmed the hearts and feet of more than 100 local children by giving away
$20 vouchers for shoes and cold-weather gear. The giveaway was spearheaded by Grace’s junior warden, Don
Shaffer. After consulting with the Meigs Cooperative
Parish, a coalition of 20 local churches, Shaffer discovered that a local bank was providing warm coats for
families. However, no one was providing shoes, scarves
or hats for children.
Working with the local Shoe Show store, Shaffer purchased 100 vouchers. The giveaway, which also included
a free hot-dog lunch, was advertised in local newspapers
and at the Cooperative Parish. On the day of the giveaway, a cold Saturday, those needing the vouchers began
lining up outside the church two hours early. As people
filed in, many accompanied by the children who would
wear the shoes, the 100 vouchers were soon exhausted.
Church members took the names of all those who still
needed them, and Shaffer bought additional vouchers. Rita Lewis Matthews and the Rev. Leslie Flemming
In the end, the parish gave away a total of 130 vouchers, record the recipients of the vouchers.
meeting the needs of all who asked for them. The giveaway
of $2,300 was funded by the generous donations of parishioners, with a small supplement from the parish outreach
budget. The church volunteers, who gave up their time on a Saturday morning, and the local Shoe Show store, who
helped recipients get the maximum benefit from the vouchers, contributed to the success of the project.
In organizing the shoe voucher giveaway, parish members sought to reinvigorate their outreach to the local
community through a specific project addressing a real unmet need. This project is part of a broader reassessment
by Grace of the ways the parish can live out its Baptismal Covenant through cooperation with other churches and
community agencies in serving the poor of Meigs County. By publicizing the event, parishioners also hoped to
increase the visibility of the parish in the community.

The volunteers of Grace, Pomeroy, relax after a day of helping provide shoes to children in their community.

A MISSION MINUTE

Lent is on the way. It’s time for each of us to find that “extra” discipline to prepare for the Lenten season.’
Perhaps one of the activities in your parish could use extra help. Or your food pantry could use more food.
Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?
Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.
Make them part of your day. Be a missionary to everyone you see. Christ is counting on you.
Most of all - PRAY! Pray for each other, for your parish, for the diocese, for our new president and for all of
God’s family.

REFLECTIONS

Love Song : Walt’s Angel
I’m sitting in Walter Johnson’s office at Lexington
Theological Seminary, talking about what we’ve been
doing in the years since we last met. Walt, whose day-today business is information, does guitar and vocals for The
Backroom Bluegrass Band in his off time. I admire and
receive a copy of their Christmas CD.
But I have come to ask Walt to tell again, maybe painfully, a story I heard first some 30 years ago. It happened
in 1975.
Walt was news editor of the Middlesboro Daily News in
southeastern Kentucky. One day as he was getting ready to
go fishing, his daughter rushed into their house in nearby
Cumberland Gap, Tenn., saying the town was burning. Walt
grabbed his camera and went for the story. It was a long
time before he came home.
During maintenance work, two above-ground gasoline
tanks had caught fire, and the blaze had spilled its flames
into Gap Creek. Walt shot a number of pictures and then,
with a friend, walked along the creek to within 100 yards of
the burning tanks. He believed the tanks had already exploded. When he realized they had not, Walt yelled a warning,
and his friend made it to the shelter of a railroad trestle.
When the fire reached the sediment in the bottom of the
tanks, it became something like napalm and exploded with
a huge fireball. If it had gone in the opposite direction, Walt
said, it would have wiped out Cumberland Gap. But it
came Walt’s way. He ran but “it seemed only seconds until a
monstrous concussion shook the earth, and I was engulfed in

white heat. Everywhere there
was white heat. The mountain
scenery was gone, the road was
gone, Gap Creek was gone. It
was all white, burning heat.”
Walt made a dive for the
creek but “I came up short,
floundering in foot-high grass. I
tried to pull myself into the cold,
mountain stream but couldn’t
find it. Then it occurred to me
that I was burning to death.”
He prayed, and, “In the road
which bent to my left was a
tall gray figure standing calmly,
and whose head was bent as if
looking toward me. As suddenly as he had appeared, I felt a
shock of peace, no burning, no pain. Without saying a word,
the figure communicated a feeling that I had an option to
remain at peace in a restful death or to live.” There were no
words, and it all happened instantaneously. Walt thought, “I
want to live and see my kids grow up.”
At once, he was on his feet and walking out of the fire,
his clothes ablaze. His friend, who was less severely burned,
wet his shirt in the creek and put out Walt’s fire. They
crossed the creek and went over a couple of fences until they
reached a road where the Middlesboro fire chief found them.
The chief was in his brand new Buick. “I was a mess. They
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put me in the back seat and took me to the hospital. Later he
got some award for his efforts.”
Walt’s blood pressure was 60 over 20. He credits Mildred
Page, a nurse, with saving his life. She took over, wetting his
wounds and cooling him down while waiting for transport to
the University of Tennessee Hospital in Knoxville.
Nothing helped the pain. Even with medication, he could
sleep only about 15 minutes before waking up. Prayer got him
through the days, and at last prayer got him through the nights.
His body was losing fluid so fast that the medical team was
losing hope. At one point a doctor asked him if he knew where
his will and insurance papers were. But Walt lived.
For six months, he didn’t remember the fire, and when the
memory came, one night he woke up hyperventilating.
After his release from the hospital, he went to his father’s
house in the North Carolina mountains. Despite physical
therapy he had little strength. He had to stretch the scars on
his body so he could move and had to learn to walk again.
“When I could walk to the end of the driveway, it was
huge.”
The experience “has tempered my life since.” Walt
doesn’t fear death. Though he misses people when they die,
“I don’t feel sadness for the departed. I know they’re in a
better place.”
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese of
Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward
Movement Publications.

Lay theologian: Man’s best friend
I want a dog in a major way. I concede this may be partly
because Slocomb and Caldwell are now both in college. It
has occurred to me that I may even be casting about for some
transference.
In “transference,” the patient (that would be me) transfers feelings about an absent object of anger, or in this case
affection, onto a nearby but heretofore undeserving object (a
new dog). I’m not angry at my therapist. I’m longing for a
dog to love.
But this bit of self-diagnosis has not altered my desire one
milligram. I want a dog, whatever is going on in my psyche.
Why does anyone want a dog, after all?
You may have heard the joke associated with the “Cat ’n
Dog Theology”™ ministry renewal program. A dog thinks,
“you feed me, pet me, shelter me, love me -- you must be
God.” A cat thinks, “you feed me, pet me, shelter me, love
me -- I must be God.”
I have had a dog most of my life, counting the collie and
the border collie we had on our farm while I was a growing
up and the “Chow-mix” dog Charlotte and I got as a puppy
when we bought our first house -- well, that I got from the
humane society, perhaps somewhat unilaterally.
If you’re looking to Scripture for arguments in support
of getting a dog, I hope you do better than I have. The letter
to the Philippians warns us to “beware of the dogs, beware
of the evil workers, beware of those who mutilate the
flesh!” (3:2). In Revelation, we are told that, though those
who wash their robes get to come into the city, “outside
are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and murderers
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and idolaters, and everyone who
loves and practices falsehood”
(22:15).
Today is a new era. The biblical attitudes toward dogs come
from a former time and culture,
unlike our more enlightened
one. The biblical authors were
in fact thinking about something other than our domesticated canines. According to
the American Pet Products
Manufacturers Association, 39
percent of U.S. households have

at least one dog.
In searching for a dog, I have learned something I
didn’t know. I always thought there were basically two
kinds of dogs: on the one hand, there are mutts you get
from the local animal shelter or that are “dumped” in your
neighborhood by someone abandoning them. They can
be good companions. On the other hand, there are purebred animals you get from breeders, that either work for
you, by herding or hunting, or that, by their regal appearance or shampooed and fluffed couture, make a statement
about your personality and status.
But there is another category of dog, a via media dog.
Some of the American Kennel Club breed associations
have rescue programs. When a purebred animal shows
up at a humane society, or when someone can no lon-

ger keep a purebred dog and contacts the right people,
the local arm of a national rescue network jumps into
action.
If you want one of these animals, be ready to be put
through the wringer. First you fill out an application. I did
this online. If you are fit “on paper” and your references
check out, they send someone over to see whether in fact
you are a good prospect for adopting a specimen of the best
breed on the planet, which, after all, is the Bullmastiff. Then,
if you’re good to go, you sign a contract saying you would
rather cut off your right arm than neglect or harm your new
companion.
Another hurdle can be working this all out with your
spouse or other members of your household. There are certain things they don’t really need to know, like how much
Bullmastiffs shed and slobber, or how much a 140 lb. adult
male eats. Of course, you have to swear on a stack of Bibles
that this dog will be your responsibility. Still, this can work.
But the case has to be made. Can anyone discern a
Scripture-based argument for dog ownership, one I haven’t
found or been clever enough to make up? Please email me
that and/or your favorite dog story. If this all works out with
Bullmastiff Rescue (and Charlotte), I will write a follow-up
column in a coming month, reporting on your contributions
and my new “best friend.”
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church, Springfield,
and is professor of philosophy at Wittenberg University.
Contact him at dreed@wittenberg.edu.
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In my words: Mission inspires repeat trip
BY THE REV. CAROL CALLAHAN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

A couple of deacons were having a conversation one day.
“It’s about getting things done,” said Tim. “Yes, but it’s also
about showing people how to do it,” I responded, and the
planning began. The role of the deacon was clear to both of
us, and so was the need. Tim Borah went on to tell about his
experience in New Orleans when he and his wife were able
to do some rehab work with the Diocese of Louisiana. I went
to school that next week and to my own church community,
and that was the beginning of “Katrina Busters.”
Two weeks before Christmas, I set off from Southern
State Community College with a school van and nine
workers. They represented faculty, students, administrators, family and friends. At about the same time, Tim and a
van carrying four more volunteers from area churches left
Cincinnati. Thirteen hours later, we met at a parish house in
New Orleans.
The Diocese of Louisiana provides tools and a support
team who supervise work at the local sites. Food and transportation remain the obligation of the volunteers. It was a
full week of hard work, good fellowship, accomplishment
and even pleasant weather.
“The best thing about the trip for me was seeing the interaction between a group of people of differing ages, race,
gender and socioeconomics cooperating in a common goal
and purpose,” said the Rev. Ernestein Flemister of Grace,
College Hill. “Count me in for another trip.”
Carl Beckman of St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville,
echoed the sentiments. “It can be addictive! It only involves
being willing to give the time and do a little work. If you
can hammer a nail, drive in a screw, carry things, you can
be of help.”
The house the team worked at had been “started” by
someone who hung ceiling drywall incorrectly so that insulation had to be pulled out and the ceiling ripped out before
construction could start, but once the team got moving, they
made some progress. One of the students commented, “It
feels good to be doing this instead of fighting the crowds at

Volunteers help rehab a
house in New Orleans
as part of a mission trip
organized by the Rev.
Carol Callahan and the
Rev. Tim Borah.

the malls during the shopping frenzy. This is
much more productive!”
One of my dreams came true on the long
drive home. I have always maintained that part
of this kind of experience is showing others
how easy it is to get involved. Two of my students are now planning a return trip -- during
spring break (If you have any interest in joining
this trip, hold open March 22-29 and contact
me at joyfuldeacon@yahoo.com).
What does it take to do this? A bit of resiliency regarding housing. Sleeping in dorms
on foam cots is not everyone’s preferred style.
But, when we look at the people we are serving
and what they’ve been through, the cots don’t
seem so bad after all.

Camp, pillows provide comfort to grieving children
BY THE REV. GEORGE SNYDER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Camp Courageous was begun 14 years ago in response to
a need for a place for children in Miami County to grieve.
Traditionally, there are not many services available for children who have suffered the lost of a loved one. Children
hurt just as much as adults do. Most often, they have not
learned the skills to cope with that change in their worlds
like adults have. Often the surviving adults in their world
are busy coping with their own grief and are not able to help
their children.
Camp Courageous offers an opportunity for children to
begin the grief journey that often lasts many years. Through
art therapy, one-on-one conversations, group discussions,
physical activity and meetings with professional counselors,
the campers of Camp Courageous begin to learn that their
feelings are important; they learn that most of their feelings
are normal and typical of the grief process.
Camp Courag-eous is a ministry that touches me deeply.
The children are so responsive to the one-on-one time that we

Betsy
Jones
and Linda
Benavides
sew
pillows for
children
at Camp
Courageous.
companions give to the campers. Many of the young people
start out rather tentative, but they warm up very quickly.
Bonds form quickly between companions and their campers.
The children are eager to love and be loved. As the bonds
begin to form, the children become more at ease telling their
stories. Those people who are suffering grief need to tell their
stories over and over again in order to begin to heal.
This past summer, we had one boy in the group that I
lead who made a tremendous transformation in just a few

days The young man came to camp with learning problems
as well as some social adjustment issues. The first day, he
did not want to be involved with any of us—he literally put
himself in a corner of the room. After a while, he would
turn and look at the group. The second day, he stayed in the
group, doing what everyone else was doing. By the fourth
day, he had opened up and begun to talk and interact with
other campers and the adult companions.
For years, the parish of St. Mark’s, Dayton, has cut
material and partially sewn pillows together and put stuffing in them. We send the pillows on their way to Camp
Courageous. Campers write a personal message to put inside
the pillows, which are then sewn shut. It is a very moving
experience to see firsthand the comfort a soft pillow can
make, especially one carrying a prayer or memory of the
person who died.
To learn more about this ministry, please contact Deacon
George Snyder at lewis47@verizon.net or Ginny Tuxhorn, who is
now overseeing the ministry at St. Mark’s, at 937.256.1082.

