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Journey from
homelessness
to hopefulness
BY RUSTY LOCKETT
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
So often we hear the extreme stories of folks who fall through the cracks.
Not often enough do we hear about the stories of the survivors, those who
fought for justice to change policy.
My story, from beginning to end, is – unfortunately – a rarity. The simple
story is that I was homeless for a period of roughly three months. My mom
and I disagreed on many things in life, even faith. I came to a point to where
I could not stand the disagreements or the consequences of those disagreements and how they affected my ability to live and my quality of life.
I left, having no place to go, no place to turn. So I relied on my instincts
and my knowledge of the outdoors for survival. I learned how to clean
clothes in the river, what churches and organizations offered free food, what
hours the library was open and a host of other options. I learned where to
receive acute medical care and how to get my medications. Luckily, this was
during the boom of the late 1990's, when social service organizations had
funds to support such operations.
More and more, we see many of these organizations lock their doors forever, due to lack of funding and support.
Through the blessings of someone who refused to take no for an answer, I
was able to receive the assistance I needed. This included housing and medical assistance. After some time, I started to become more and more funcRusty Lockett, left, and Linda May Watkins, process from Church of Our Saviour to a
local park in an urban Cincinnati community to hold StreetChurch, a Eucharist for
the homeless and others in the neighborhood. Photo by Mike Simons
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Be the presence of Christ in the midst of tragedy
THE REV. CANON VICKI ZUST
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
About a week after the tsunami in Asia, I was
watching the news and they were showing video of
the wave. The calm, blue sea suddenly turned brown
and literally became a wall of water, roaring into
land, pushing everything in front of it and then
reversing, sucking everything back out with it. It was
terrifying to watch from the safety of my couch. I
can’t imagine how terrifying it was to be in the midst
of it. The next story showed a Marine helicopter
dropping food and water into a crowd of people who
were so desperate for the food and water that they
didn’t care that they were way too close to the helicopter’s blades. The third story was about children
who were left orphaned by the tsunami being kid-

napped and sold into slavery in the sex trade. At this
point, I had to turn off the TV.
It isn’t possible to watch pictures like that without
at least thinking: “What kind of God lets this happen?” or “How can a loving God allow this kind of
suffering?”
And so we struggle with how to balance a God
with the power to the stop the sun over Jericho with
a God who loves us enough to send his son to die for
us, with a God who is the definition of justice.
I’ve listened to preachers, theologians and politicians and just about everyone else talk about the
struggle of reconciling who God is with what we
have seen and experienced on those Asian shores.
Some try to get God off the hook by focusing on
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God’s dream: that we may see the light
I am in my seventeenth year as bishop, and time
has flown. When we arrived, Herb, our eldest son was
a sophomore college student. He is now a lieutenant
in the U.S. Navy. Owen, our middle child and blessed
with all of those middle-child attributes, was 17. One
day, in a father-teenage son tug-of-war, he shouted at
me, “I didn’t ask to be born.” I said, “It’s a good thing
you didn’t ask. I would have said no.” Today, Owen is
a priest. Isn’t God wonderful? Kyrie was 9 years old.
She is here today, 26 years old and the mother of
Christian, my first grandchild. Time has flown.
And here in the diocese, it’s been a time of great
blessing: The Procter Camp & Conference Center,
Christ Church Cathedral, a suffragan bishop in
Columbus, 50 or more deacons deployed across the
diocese. Sixty-eight people in the ordination process,
more than nearly every diocese in the country. We
continually give to the national church over and
above our asking. I will dedicate three new church
buildings this year. For all of this and more, I thank
God. God is a good God. Yes, He is!
As you know, I have called for the election of a
new bishop on June 11. As I have said, this is not
about change but about continuity. Apostolic succession. God’s way of ordering the Church. Never forget
that this is about God and God’s will.
I find myself thinking about my own election and
coming with Russ to Cincinnati. As Bishop-elect, I
received a call at the Westin Hotel from a member of
the diocesan staff asking if I would come over and
celebrate the Eucharist for the staff as the bishop and
all of the clergy staff were away. I went to the diocesan house chapel early to look over the Bible readings
and to prepare. The Old Testament reading was from
Jeremiah. “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew
you, and before you were born, I consecrated you. Do
not be afraid of them for I am with you, to deliver
you, says the Lord.” I stood there trembling as I realized this was no accident. That God, by the Holy
Spirit, had called me to that chapel that He might
speak those words to a frightened, inexperienced,
new bishop-elect.
It is not an accident that any of us is here. We are
here by God’s design, God’s call and for God’s purpose. God has a claim on us from the very beginning.
“I have called you by name, and you are mine.”
During the recent Martin Luther King Jr. weekend, there were observances and programs honoring him across the nation. There are streets and
schools named for him. In February, we will honor
Absalom Jones, the first African-American priest
in the Episcopal Church. But I daresay, most peo-

ple have forgotten the
apartheid America over
which these men struggled.
Before seminary, I was in
the United States Air Force,
stationed in Oklahoma from
1952-1956. I rode in the
back of busses, drank from
“colored” water fountains. I
couldn’t eat in restaurants or
go to the movie theater -even though I was wearing
the U.S. Air Force uniform.
Years later, I was at the
march on Washington, looking over that great crowd of people gathered on the
mall in the shadow of the Lincoln Memorial, listening in awe as Martin Luther King gave his historic, “I have a dream” speech, in which he said,
“Let freedom ring from every valley and every
hamlet, from every state and every city. When freedom rings, it will speed up the day when all of
God’s children, black and white, Protestant and
Catholic, Jew and Gentile, will join hands and say,
‘Free at last.’”
May we as a nation always remember Martin
Luther King. Not because we feel obligated or organizations and individuals hold us hostage. But remember him because God called him from the womb and
raised him up to raise us up from bondage to the liberty of things that can and ought to be.
If we look for perfection in King, we will not find
it. He was a man and shared in the sins and wickedness of humanity. But if we look to see in him what
God is trying to do and say, we will see a wondrous
thing.
Through Martin Luther King, Absalom Jones and
others, God liberated our nation. We have a ways to
go. But thank God we are not what we used to be.
And as King said, “I may not go there with you, but
I want to assure you we will go the promised land.”
And here I am, the Bishop of Southern Ohio. Not
quite the promised land, but close.
Peter Gomes, chaplain of Harvard University, said,
“The grace of Martin Luther King Jr.’s life and ours
is that God continues to inject Himself in this world
where he is needed (but not always wanted). Such is
God’s love toward us that he sent us Himself and
gives us dreams to disturb our slumber and dreams to
disturb our waking.”
With regard to the election of a new bishop for
Southern Ohio, I am not worried. He or she will be

THE RT. REV.
HERBERT
THOMPSON JR.

a firm

foundation
Editor’s Note: Bishop Thompson will retire as bishop of
Southern Ohio at the end of 2005. As part of our salute to his
leadership, ministry and vision, Interchange is running a
column each month highlighting different moments from his
episcopate. Bishop Thompson reminds us often that the
transition from his episcopate to that of the ninth bishop of
Southern Ohio is about continuity of leadership in the apostolic
succession. Rather than fond nostalgia for the past, these
columns will lift up the firm foundation Bishop Thompson has
built for the promise and the future of this diocese, and indeed,
God’s church.

2

the person known by God from the beginning, the
person of God’s choosing. When we witness and participate in baptisms and confirmations, we must
remember that each of us is here, not by accident, but
because we were named by God from the very beginning and led by the spirit to this day and this place for
a rendezvous with God. John the Baptist said, “I baptize you with water, but Jesus is the one who baptizes
you with the Holy Spirit.” The water is an outward
sign but the Holy Spirit is the inward grace. All of us
who are baptized are sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked as Christ’s own forever. By the spirit, God is
saying, “You are my beloved son, my beloved daughter.” As with Jesus, our Savior, Lord and example,
may the Father be well pleased with us, with our
work, our life, our service. And may we always
remember that baptism and confirmation are not
solely for us but for others, for those beyond the walls
of our churches and homes.
At baptisms in many places, the person baptized is
given a candle, with the accompanying words, “the
light of Christ.” During confirmations, each of us is
symbolically carrying a candle – carrying the light of
Christ wherever we go. In this season of devastating
tsunamis and war and continuing polarization along
the lines of race, class, economics, politics and geography, in this culture of mediocrity, our Jesus, our
Lord, commands us, “Let your light so shine, that all
may see your good works and glorify your Father
who is in heaven.”
The story is told of a rabbi who asked his students,
“When can you distinguish light from darkness?”
One student said, “When I can distinguish a goat
from a pig.” “No,” said the rabbi. Another student
suggested, “When I can distinguish a palm tree from
a fig tree.”
The rabbi said again, “No.”
“What is the answer?” they asked.
“Only when you can look into the face of every
man and woman and see your brother and sister will
you see the light.”
God said to his people through the prophet Isaiah,
“I will give you as a light to the nations that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.”
I have a dream of 100,000 people, 100,000 lights
shining for Christ, lighting the way for God all across
Southern Ohio. Hold fast to that dream. The mission
of the Church rests on it.
Glory to God whose power working in us can do
infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to
Him from generation to generation in the Church and
in Christ forever and ever. Amen.

On April 19, 1998, the Rt. Rev. Herbert Thompson Jr.
proclaimed, “Let the doors be opened” as he knocked with
his crozier on the doors of Christ Church Cathedral. The
rededication of the downtown Cincinnati church as the cathedral for the diocese was part of Bishop Thompson’s vision for
the diocese. More than 700 worshippers filled the cathedral
as it took its place as a spiritual center for the diocese.
“How are we to be a cathedral?” asked Bishop Thompson
during the service. “Pray fervently. Speak the word of God
faithfully. Expect great things from God and hold on.”
He continued, “The cathedral must be a place of service,
charity, hospitality, welcome, advocacy and vigilance. A
sanctuary for the poor, the lonely, the depressed. A place
of forgiveness, strength and hope.”
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“I’m interested in Christian faith as a way to live, not just to think.”

Canon Mycoff joins staff
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

Who Does What
With the departure of
Archdeacon Jim Hanisian and
the addition of the Rev.
Canon Walt Mycoff, responsibilities have shifted. Canon
Mycoff is the new canon for
ministry. The Rev. Canon Vicki
Zust now serves as the canon
to the ordinary. Here’s a new
breakdown of job responsibilities:

The Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff joins the
diocesan staff as canon for ministry this
month. A priest for nearly 33 years, Mycoff
served in the dioceses of West Virginia and
Southwest Florida before answering the
call to serve as rector of Church of the
Ascension, Middletown, in 1997. He’s been
active on the diocesan level as well as leading Ascension in significant outreach ministries, including opening the doors of the
church to the homeless. Mycoff also served
in the U.S. Air Force in the 1960s and
retired in 1994 after 21 years as a chaplain
in the Air National Guard.
Mycoff and his wife, Martie, have been
married almost 40 years and have three
grown daughters and three grandchildren.
They live in Germantown, a community
south of Dayton.
His father, an Episcopal priest, is 84 years
old and still does Sunday services in the
town of Summersville, W.Va. Growing up
as the priest’s kid caused Mycoff to resist
his own call for a while.
“When I got out of college, I joined the
Air Force and called it my ‘testing of vocation’ time. I wanted to make sure (the priesthood) was my own calling. My dad never
pushed me. If anything he would say, ‘Are
you sure you want to do this?’ But I’ve
never regretted a moment of it.”
Mycoff, 62, talked with Interchange
about his hopes for the new call – and about
his expectation that he’ll wear the tread off
his tires in his ministry and travel around
the diocese.
What are your goals? I want to really try
to assist congregations, to be with congregations to help them grow both in numbers
and in their spiritual life. I feel every congregation and every person has a call to
ministry. I’m a big believer in the baptismal
covenant, and I want to help every person
and every congregation realize their call to
ministry.
How do you hope to accomplish that? I
believe in a ministry of presence. We’ll have
workshops and seminars but also I plan to
develop one-on-one and mentoring relationships.
I’ll be working with new congregations,
and there are issues they face that are quite
different than those who have been around
for a while. I’ll have lots of visits with
congregations. I want to support and
develop Bishop Thompson’s four strategic
choices and the One Clear Vision of growing the church. We need to see congregations as a mission outpost. We need to be
mission-oriented rather than maintenanceoriented.
Why did you answer this call to serve
on the bishop’s staff? I’ve served all of my
ministry in parishes, which is where I really
felt I was called to. In West Virginia, all the
priests are encouraged to serve in the diocese. While I was there, I served on nearly
every committee. I was president of
Standing Committee, on Diocesan Council

The Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff preaches at an
ordination service in 2004. Photo by Mike
Simons.
and was chair of the search committee for
bishop. I always enjoyed that part of my
ministry. When I went to Florida, I was
doing church planting but also served on the
Commission on Ministry and evangelism
committees.
When I came here, I initially focused my
ministry on the parish. In the last few years,
I’ve served on the evangelism committee
and Commission on Ministry. Bishop Price
asked me to serve as liaison to the
Committee on Congregational Life. I wanted to get more involved in the diocese and
when Bishop Thompson asked me to serve
as canon for ministry, it just felt right. It felt
like this is what God is calling me to do at
this point in my ministry.
From a practical standpoint, I can retire if
I need to. But the real thing is that I trust
that this is what I’m supposed to do. I realize I serve at the pleasure of the bishop, but
you do this job no matter what, walking in
trust and faith.
Share your philosophy of ministry: I
see ministry in the context of congregations. A well-rounded ministry develops
the internal spiritual life of members but
also very much is involved in outreach,
both in evangelism and in sharing your
faith stories. I try to live the Gospel as
well as preach it. I think we do that by
caring for people and for one another. I
think it’s very important when we do outreach that we do it not paternalistically
but alongside of folks. And of course,
what you discover is that these people
have a lot to offer too. I’m not interested
in some kind of neat theology. I’m interested in Christian faith as a way to live,
not just to think.
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BISHOP PRICE
Diocesan Council
Commission on Congregational
Life
Youth
Dispatch of Business
Procter Board
Episcopal Retirement Homes
Bexley Hall Board
Faith in Life Committee
Mission Share Reviews
Reach him at: 614.461.8429;
800.461.8424; or
bishop_price@episcopaldso.org
CANON ZUST
Deployment
Interns
Convention Arrangements
Liturgy and Music Commission
Parochial Reports
Godly Judgment (Marriage)
Requests
Liturgical Permission Requests
National and World Mission
Commission
Sexual Misconduct Prevention
Training
Episcopal Community Services
Foundation
Professional Development
Committee
Reach her at: 513.421.0311;
800.582.1712; or
vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org
CANON MYCOFF
Commission on Ministry and
Ordination Process
Deacons
Chaplain/Administration of
412
Church Planters and New
Starts
Clergy Wellness
Congregational Development
Deans
General Convention Planning
Reach him at: 513.421.0311;
800.582.1712; or
walt_mycoff@episcopal-dso.org
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Diocese, cathedral celebrate ministry of Absalom Jones
BY DIANNE EBBS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The Diocese of Southern Ohio, the
Southern Ohio Chapter of the Union of
Black Episcopalians and Christ Church
Cathedral will host a Holy Festive Eucharist
Feb. 13 at 5 p.m. to celebrate the life and
ministry of the Rev. Absalom Jones.
The Rev. Earl G. Harris, pastor at Greater
Allen African Methodist Episcopal Church,
will preach, and the Rt. Rev. Herbert
Thompson Jr., bishop of Southern Ohio, will
serve as celebrant. Choirs from throughout
the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio will
perform, and a reception will follow.
Jones was the first African-American
priest in the Episcopal Church. Born a
slave in Sussex, Delaware, in 1746, he
saved tips he earned as a house servant
to buy a spelling book, primer and a
New Testament from which he taught
himself to read. When Jones was 16, his
family was split up through slave trade,
and he was sold to a grocery store
owner in Philadelphia.
Jones worked in the grocery and found
time to attend a night school for blacks,
operated by Quakers. At the age of 20, he

married Mary King, another slave. With each of them on the shoulder and demandmuch love and determination, Jones worked ed they move to the upstairs gallery. These
long hours so he could purchase his wife’s humiliated black members refused to comfreedom so their children would be born ply and walked out of the church as a body.
free. Eight years later, he bought his
After this disgraceful, humiliatown freedom.
ing treatment, Jones and Allen
Jones was a devout Methodist
organized their own religious
and worshiped at St. George’s
community, “The Free
Methodist Church, one of a
African Society,” the first
few churches in Philadelphia
independent black organizathat opened its doors to blacks.
tion in America. This organHe became a licensed lay
ization provided assistance
preacher along with his lifelong
for the educational, social,
friend, Richard Allen, who is
economic and spiritual concredited with founding the first
cerns of the African-American
African Methodist Episcopal
community in Philadelphia.
Absalom
Church in America. The two men
The organization's members,
Jones
were committed to sharing the
however, felt the need for a
Gospel with other blacks throughout church and a religious affiliation. In
Philadelphia. As a result, the black mem- 1792, the first African church was
bership at St. George’s increased dramati- formed. Two years later, the church
cally. The vestry became alarmed at the applied for membership in the Episcopal
notion of blacks and whites interacting so Diocese of Pennsylvania on the followclosely while at worship. In an effort to ing conditions: that they be received as
avoid this contact, an upstairs gallery was an organized body; that they have conconstructed for black worshipers without trol over their local affairs; that Jones be
notifying its black members. The following licensed as a lay reader, and if qualified,
Sunday, as a group of African-Americans be ordained as a minister. The church
knelt for morning prayer, ushers tapped was officially received into the

Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania as
the St. Thomas African Episcopal
Church. Jones was ordained as deacon in
1795 and as the first African-American
priest on September 21, 1802.
Jones modeled how a Christian can
overcome the cruelty and degradation of
slavery. He was a committed preacher
who denounced slavery and warned
oppressors to “clean their hands of
slaves.” He felt that God was the Father
who always acted on “behalf of the
oppressed and distressed.” He was
beloved by his own members and by the
entire community because of his mild
manner and constant visiting. St. Thomas
Church grew to more than 500 members
during its first year. Known as “the black
Bishop of the Episcopal Church,” Jones
was an example of faith in God and in the
church as God’s instrument.
If anyone is interested in singing with the
choir for this occasion, call Frank Carr,
organist and choir director for the Absalom
Jones Celebration, at 513.542.4294 or
513.238.8811. To download a pdf flyer for
the celebration, go to www.episcopaldso.org, under News/Events, then bulletin
board.

Nominating committee to diocese:
Mission accomplished
BY PAT ELLERTSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
“It was a very good year,” one of
Frank Sinatra’s signature songs, evokes
for those of a certain age times of great
depth, great passion and great learning.
It could easily be the theme song for the
Committee to Nominate the Ninth
Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
As you read this issue of Interchange,
one stage of the search process is finished,
and the diocese is moving on to another.
The Nominating Committee completed
our work at the end of January. We handed off to the Standing Committee a slate of
nominees who, by committee consensus,
represent the best possible fit for our next
bishop. Now it’s the responsibility of the
Standing Committee to shepherd the
process further. The diocese will complete
the work when the 130th Convention
reconvenes in Cincinnati on June 11 to
elect our ninth bishop.
The nominating committee’s work has
been both invigorating and exhausting.
Called together for our first meeting in
late January, 2004, we have, under the
leadership of Mike Krug, chair, and the
Rev. Gay Jennings, consultant, worked
together as an entire committee, as subcommittees, and as two- or three-person
teams. We’ve learned to appreciate each
other and to understand more fully the
mission and ministry of our diocese.
The work has been exhilarating. We
were amazed at the number of persons
who accepted our invitation to become
part of our process. We are heartened by
the outstanding abilities and accomplishments of these people. They are excep-

tional people, doing exceptional ministry.
It’s also been rewarding for us to see our
diocese as others see it. Under Bishop
Thompson’s leadership, we are known as a
place of discernment, where continuous
growth in faith and mission is an expectation, and where emphasis on unity is a
given. There is an intensity of purpose here
that does not go unnoticed in the greater
church. To borrow a cliché, the church in
Southern Ohio is alive and well. We need
to acknowledge that and thank God for it.
This last year also has been exhausting
for us. When we weren’t meeting at
Procter, we were reading reports, interviewing on the phones and visiting
churches. While many in the diocese
made their plans for Christmas, committee members were making plans for onsite visits—driving, or in most cases, flying. We began our visits the weekend
before Thanksgiving and wrapped up the
weekend before Christmas. We were still
typing reports at the end of December.
The visits brought us face to face with
potential nominees and their references
(those who knew these people best) and into
worship services, education forums and
interviews. We saw in action the ministries
we had read and heard about. The schedule
was tight. There were at least 10 on-site reference interviews, in addition to those we
had earlier interviewed on the phone. We
had 2 1/2 hour interviews with the potential
nominees, lunch and dinner with their families, toured their facilities and attended their
worship services. We encouraged their
questions, and there were many. The visits
were back-to-back, 12-hour days.
All this reinforced our impression that the
Episcopal Church is indeed blessed. We don’t
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always agree; our churches and ministries are
not identical, cookie-cutter products. We have
no doubt that each of the nominees we presented to the Standing Committee could
carry us on vision and with love from the
place where Bishop Thompson has led us.
We also saw how much we have to
learn about being Christian, about being
connected and reaching out to join others in our never-ending circle. One illustration makes the point.
We had heard of a project carried out in
one of the churches we visited in a city
devastated by industry moves, downsizing
and gaps in welfare assistance. Just before
leaving that church, we went to Friendship
House, a room off the parish hall where 12
different AA groups meet during the week
and the homeless are welcomed on
Sunday. Although there are shelters available for the homeless, there is no place on
Sundays for them to get away from the
streets and to stay warm. A couple from the
church oversees the project, and parishioners come by just to listen to and validate
the stories of people who, under other circumstances, might have been themselves.
As we came in, it seemed few noticed.
Some were sleeping. Some talking to themselves. Some playing checkers. All showed
the wear and tear of life on the streets. We
spoke briefly with the man in charge and
turned to leave. As we walked out, we were
startled as one of the homeless men looked
up, and with a gap-toothed smile said, “Merry
Christmas!” He who had nothing had reached
out to us. It was we who were blessed.
Pat Ellertson is a member of the nominating
committee and chair of the communications sub-committee.

Extra! Extra! Read
all about it!
On Feb. 1, the Standing
Committee of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio will post online
(www.episcopal-dso.org) the names
of the three to five nominees for
diocesan bishop as recommended
by the Nominating Committee. You
can link to the information under
Bishop search on the main menu or
under What’s new on the homepage.
The Standing Committee also will
send the news through the diocese’s
e-mail newsletter, Connections (to
subscribe, go to the diocese’s site,
News/Events, then DSO-news).
Summary information about the
nominees’ backgrounds will be posted on the site, as well as updates
about the process. People wishing to
be presented for nomination by the
Petition Process (as outlined by the
129th Annual Convention) may download a petition from the site beginning
Feb. 1. All “Petition Nominations” must
be received by the Standing
Committee at The Diocese of
Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore Street,
Cincinnati, OH 45202-4179 no later
than 5 p.m. on Feb. 28. Persons
desiring to nominate an individual in
this manner also should consider how
well their nominee meets the seven
criteria outlined in the Profile, which
was developed by the Nominating
Committee after extensive research
and discussion throughout the diocese. The profile is available online
under Bishop Search.
The May issue of Interchange will
feature a special section with information about the nominees, the
forums (May 23-27) and the election on June 11.
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Lenten study resources
In addition to the "Journey into
Ministry" curriculum developed by
Episcopal
Community
Services
Foundation (available online at www.episcopal-dso.org under Ministry Resources,
Lenten Study), the following study materials are available through the Diocesan
Education Resource Center. The center is
now located at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, and materials may be
reserved by calling the Rev. Lee Anne Reat
at 614.221.9328, or by checking them out
while you are visiting Procter.
■ Curing Affluenza, a six-part video
series featuring Tony Campolo. Sessions
include: Abundant Life: What Is It?;
Money: How Poor Does Jesus Want Us
to Be? Stuff: How Much Can I Have?
■ Talking About God is another video
series in which theologians and lay people discuss: How can believers live
together? How do you talk about God?
Whose side is God on?
■Walter Wink, James Forbes, and Janet
Wolf discuss The System Belongs to God
in a seven-part video series. Sessions
include: What Jesus really said; How to
fight without hitting; and What if nations,
companies, and churches had angels.
■ In A Place to Pray: Conversations
on the Lord's Prayer, Roberta Bondi
and friends look closely at the prayer
Jesus taught us from a theological and
personal point of view. The video program is divided into seven sessions.
The Resource Center also has five
Questions of Faith series, as well as
materials on spirituality and a number
of Bible studies resources.

✝
A MISSION
MINUTE

You can make a difference!
One parishioner at All Saints,
Pleasant Ridge, wanted to set
up a food pantry in the area
more than 15 years ago.
She organized seven local
churches into a board, and
The Caring Place was started.
Now it is a food pantry, a
clothing store and a social
services agency with a
part-time director, serving
folks in the neighborhoods
where the churches are
located.
For information, call
513.841.1499
One person with a mission
made a difference!

Students at
Bethany School
perform “Lessons
and Carols.”
Bethany School
is a ministry of
the Episcopal
Community of the
Transfiguration in
Glendale.

Dean speaks in Dresden
The Very Rev. James A. Diamond, dean of Christ Church Cathedral and president of The Community of the Cross of Nails-USA,
will speak Feb. 13 at the rededication of the Frauenkirche (Lady Church) in Dresden, Germany. Once one of the great churches of the
city, it was destroyed in the firebombing 60 years ago. Today, it has been rebuilt and will again be a center of Christian spirituality.

Columbus Jubilee retreat March 11-12
Any Episcopalian in Greater Columbus who has a heart for urban ministry is invited to Episcopal Community Service
Foundation’s first Columbus conference March 11-12. Held at Neighborhood House on the near east side, this is a chance for people from parishes and grassroots groups to pool their best ideas. ECSF will have great networking, plus workshops led by people
who run creative programs from micro-enterprise to youth development. The retreat also will include lively worship and theological reflection. The goal is to share the vision for a life-giving city and to start taking steps toward bringing it closer to reality.
The retreat begins with dinner and workshops Friday evening, then go home to sleep, and return for a day of continuing learning
and discussion on Saturday. The retreat is sponsored by ECSF and three other Jubilee Centers: St. John’s, Columbus; Neighborhood
House; and the Hunger Network in Ohio. It is partially underwritten by a grant from the national Jubilee Ministry Office of the
Episcopal Church. For more information, contact ECSF board member, the Rev. Charles Wilson at cewjr_1@juno.com; St. John’s
vicar, the Rev. Lee Anne Reat at revreat@aol.com; or ECSF Executive Director Ariel Miller at ECSF@eos.net.

Professor recalls “Freedom Summer”
After reading the December issue of Interchange and the story about Holy Trinity, Oxford, and its members’ involvement in the Freedom Summer training classes, Dr. Bruce Ergood, a retired sociology professor from Ohio University and
a member of Good Shepherd, Athens, took time to write a letter.
“How well I remember too. For I was one of the trainers of non-violent protective techniques we taught to those brave
and courageous youth. We not only taught self-defense – which many would be forced to use sooner than they had anticipated – but we discussed life in the segregated U.S. society, both South and North, and what brotherhood and sisterhood,
i.e. being children of God, was (is) all about…So to Jane Strippel and the hundreds who did more than ‘talk the talk,’
thanks for reminding us of that work long ago begun but still far from accomplished.”

St. Andrews, Dayton, offers Evensong
Has it been a while since you've attended Evensong? St. Andrew's, Dayton, will offer a Refreshment Sunday Evensong
on March 6, the Fourth Sunday in Lent, at 4 p.m. The address is: 1060 Salem Avenue.
A recital by organist Kevin Rose will precede the service. Refreshments in Harbach Hall follow the service.
St. Andrew’s also extends an invitation to all graduates of The General Theological Seminary and their families to attend the
Evensong. Following the service, the Rev. Susan Mills invites the graduates and families to the rectory for a pitch-in supper. For
information or to RSVP, call 937.278.7345 or 937.275.8091 or e-mail at standrewssalem@aol.com

Priest performs in local play
The Rev. Tom Van Brunt performs in The Laramie Project, which runs through Feb. 5. The play by Moises Kaufman
and the members of the Tectonic Theater Project chronicles the death of Matthew Shepard, a 21-year-old student at the
University of Wyoming who was kidnapped, severely beaten and left to die because he was gay. The play is constructed
from more than 200 interviews with the people of the town, presenting a breathtaking collage that explores the depths to
which humanity can sink, and the heights of compassion that humanity is capable of.
The play is being performed by the Emerald City Players in Dublin, Ohio. For more information, call 614.470.1525.

Standing Committee meets
The Standing Committee met Dec. 16 at Christ Church, Glendale.
They gave consent to the Diocese of Tennessee for the election of a bishop coadjutor to be held Dec. 3, 2005. They received a letter from the bishop of the Diocese of Tennessee confirming a “Sentence of Deposition” upon an individual who has indicated his
desire to remove himself “from any further consideration of returning to the ordained ministry of the Episcopal Church.” They confirmed a new timeline that will make possible the announcement of the “three to five” nominees selected by the Nominating
Committee on Feb. 1, 2005, and the formal beginning of the “Nomination by Petition” process called for by the Episcopal Transition
resolution passed at the 129th Annual Convention in November, 2003. The Standing Committee also agreed that any lay person
desiring to attend the Nominee Forums in May can do so; however, the ability to address questions to the nominees will be limited
to the duly-certified lay delegates or, if at the clergy/spouse session, clergy of the diocese. Details on how others may have their questions addressed will be provided later. Spouses of the nominees will be encouraged to be present during the forums.
A letter was mailed to all congregations in early January with details of the “Nomination by Petition” process, with
that information being posted on the diocesan website too. Complete information about all nominees will be included
in a special insert to the May 2005 edition of Interchange.
Jon B. Boss, president
The Rev. S. Rebecca “Becky”
Michelfelder, vice president

The Rev. Richard A. Burnett
Mrs. Patricia "Pat" Ellertson
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Mrs. Lisa R. Hughes
The Rev. Charlotte C. Reed, secretary

NEWS

Swift advocacy salvages
outreach programs
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Through two critical weeks in
December, Episcopalians from at least
ten congregations joined hundreds of
Cincinnati citizens in a fierce campaign to prevent City Council from
eliminating human services from its
budget. Proposed in late November,
the budget would have gone into effect
Jan. 1, slashing $25,000 to $419,440
from the operating funds of 75 social
service programs. Episcopalians are
deeply involved in many of these programs as volunteers, staff and donors.
The mayor and city manager proposed the cuts because of sharply rising health insurance and utility costs.
With tax revenue stagnant, a deficit
was inevitable but forbidden by state
law. At stake: the question of whether
anti-poverty work was a core service of
city government.
The public response: a thundering,
“Yes.” While faith-based testimony was
only one of many notes in the outcry, this
crisis made Episcopalians keenly aware
that their ability to tackle human need
would be crippled by the loss of local
government funding (see sidebar). By
Dec. 14 – the day before the budget deadline, six of the nine members of council
hashed out a revised budget restoring
52% of the lost funding. This included the
full grant to Interfaith Hospitality
Network (IHN), through which many
local Episcopal congregations provide
shelter to homeless families.
But two programs vital to Appalachian
anti-poverty work – the Northside
Community School at St. Philip’s and the
Urban Appalachian Council – were
missing from the salvage list.
Mike Maloney, a consultant on
Appalachia for the Diocese of Southern
Ohio and a well-known advocate,
launched an eleventh-hour, one-man
campaign. Like most people concerned
about the cuts, he had urged council to
keep its overall commitment to human
services rather than fighting for a specific program. But he helped create
both the Urban Appalachian Council
and the General Educational
Development (GED) program at St.
Philip’s with strong Episcopal support
out of concern that Appalachians in
Cincinnati were falling through the
cracks.
“I had less than 24 hours to act from
the time I saw the list in the paper to the
time council was due to take its final
vote,” Maloney said.
Maloney contacted the Charter Party
and one of its revered leaders, Bobbie
Sterne, who had sponsored the original
legislation that requires the city to dedicate 1.5% of general fund revenue to
human services. Maloney convinced
Sterne and Urban Appalachian

Students at Northside Community School at St. Philip’s study together.The school
nearly lost its financial support from the city of Cincinnati, but fast-acting advocates lobbied City Council – and won.
The proposed cuts in the Cincinnati
city budget evoked an outpouring of
letters, calls and testimony from
Episcopal churches throughout
Greater Cincinnati, including Christ
Church Cathedral; Redeemer, Hyde
Park; Grace, College Hill; Our Saviour,
Mount Auburn; Christ Church,
Glendale; St. Mary Magdalene,
Maineville; All Saints, Pleasant Ridge;
Indian Hill Episcopal-Presbyterian
Church; St. Andrew’s, Evanston; and
Ascension and Holy Trinity, Wyoming.
Other groups that aid human services
also testified to council that the proposed sudden loss of operating funds
would shred the city’s safety net.
Those speaking out included United
Way and Episcopal Community
Services Foundation staff.
Grants from the Episcopal
Community Services Foundation help
support two of the programs threatened, the Interfaith Hospitality
Network and the Northside
Community School’s GED program at
St. Philip’s. Executive director Ariel
Miller testified to council that eliminating the grant to the Interfaith

Hospitality Network would endanger
an extremely cost-effective shelter
program that uses the donated space
of churches and the work of more
than 900 volunteers a year. Staff
positions funded by the city are crucial to helping families connect with
the resources they need to get back
in to secure housing. Episcopalians
also helped create many of the effective grassroots non-profits in Greater
Cincinnati. Among the 75 facing cuts,
Episcopalians played a key role in
founding Bethany House (a shelter),
Caracole (services for people with
AIDS), First Step Home (a transitional
program for addicted women), IHN,
Northside Community School, and the
Urban Appalachian Council. Local
Episcopalians donate thousands of
dollars a year to these programs, plus
free space, legal, financial and planning expertise and thousands of volunteer hours. These agencies, in turn,
provide professional staff, continuity
of care, social service collaboration
and referral, accountability and risk
management. Volunteers cannot sustain a city’s safety net alone.

Council executive director Maureen
Sullivan to brief the party at its noon
meeting on Dec. 15. The committee
empowered Councilman Christopher
Smitherman to take an amendment
straight into council chambers, where
it passed with a strong majority.
Without this last-minute rescue, these
programs would have sustained serious
damage. The GED program at St.
Philip’s would have had to shut down.
The whole experience proved to be a
white-knuckle tutorial in advocacy,
where keeping up with a constantly
changing situation and knowing who
to call was critical. In the case of the
Interfaith Hospitality Network, the cuts
would have had a devastating effect on
the ecumenical ministry’s ability to
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provide counseling to homeless families on job search, housing options and
services for children. Congregations
like Church of the Redeemer, Hyde
Park, or Grace Church, College Hill,
provide overnight shelter and volunteers. But these churches have no one
available during the day with the time
or knowledge to fill in for the Interfaith
Hospitality Network staff members
who would have been laid off.
The Rev. Dcn. Gary Lubin of St.
Mary Magdalene, Maineville, is a
founding board member of the homeless shelter network in Cincinnati. Like
many concerned human service advocates, he used e-mail to send out an allpoints alert to volunteers and sponsoring churches about the proposed cuts

and the city’s three scheduled budget
hearings. “I asked (Cincinnati)
Councilman John Cranley, ‘What is
the most effective thing you can do?’”
Lubin reported. “He said, ‘Write emails!’ They actually count them, and
by the time council went to the first
hearing in Madisonville, they knew
they already had 800 responses.”
The turnout at council’s three public
budget hearings was immense.
“Was it helpful for people to come in
and talk about human services?” asks
Ron Wahl, an aide to Councilman Jim
Tarbell. “Absolutely. When you see 200
to 350 people show up at every budget
hearing, and nine out of 10 of them are
talking about human services, that really has an impact. I have been here since
1991; these are the biggest crowds I’ve
ever seen at a budget hearing. There are
very few public hearings of any kind
where you achieve those numbers.”
Despite encouraging City Council to
restore money to some of the human
services programs, many advocates
and people in need worry about the
way the budget and ensuing crisis was
handled. In the end, human services
were slashed by a whopping 48%,
compared to a 1.8% cut in the general
revenue budget. Thousands of citizens
decried this as forcing the city’s most
vulnerable residents to take a disproportionate hit. Almost half of the 75
programs lost their entire grant from
the city’s general fund.
The Rev. Duane Holm of the
Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition
of Cincinnati said the group focused its
advocacy on preserving council policy
of using general fund revenue for
human services rather than lobbying
for one agency or another.
“Council has sustained this commitment through far worse budget crises
than this year’s,” said Holm. “The
struggle among non-profits could have
been a real cat and dog fight. We’re
very concerned that council bypassed
the Human Services Advisory
Committee, which is a fair way of allocating scarce dollars. This was an endrun against the citizens.”
But he took comfort in the fact that
council now knows unequivocally that
citizens want their city to fund programs
for the poor, sick and endangered.
Although Lubin fought passionately
to keep the Interfaith Hospitality
Network funded, he nevertheless was
troubled by what the crisis revealed.
“I’ve got a dreadful feeling that in six
months, if the revenue plan doesn’t
work, they’ll have to revisit it,” Lubin
said. “And it makes me ask: Why does
government have to fund human services at all? It is a shared responsibility
of the religious community to shoulder
this. Churches are stingy. It’s a failure
of people to tithe to meet human need.”

NEWS

All Saints supports “the least of these”
BY THE REV. KEN HITCH
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
In Bangladesh, a girl is often just
another mouth to feed, a liability who
will one day leave her parent’s home to
become part of her husband’s family.
There is no point in spending money on
her education. Teenage girls in the
Dhaka slums of Bangladesh have stark
choices to make. Family poverty means
that they often do not attend school.
Instead they work—mostly in the markets or rag-picking on the streets to help
provide rice for their families. At 12 or
13, many Bangladeshi girls have to
work 72 hours a week in a local garment factory for as little as $4.50. Or
they may become bond servants to richer Bangladeshi families—a service that
often results in abuse. Others are married off to become teenage mothers.
In 1999, girls got a second chance. No
longer were these dire scenarios the only
options available to the teenage girls of
Dhaka, Bangladesh. That year, Rosey and
Michael Whittles left their home in the
Orkney Islands of Scotland to become
teachers for the Grace International
School in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Grace is a
Christian school where the British-style

order to launch the school. Rosey soon
followed and gave up her paid job as
well to join Michael in giving all of their
time and attention to the school. A
Scottish charity was formed and a local
teacher was recruited to teach the girls
in Bangla, the local language.
Today, the school, “Meider Jonna
Asha” (which means “hope for girls”),
instructs more than 300 girls, both in the
local language of Bangla and English as
well as in other trades such as embroidery and sewing. More importantly,
these girls receive medical care and are
given a sense of self-worth and hope for
the future. The mission of the ASHA
project is to give the girls a growing
confidence in their own self-worth and
ability, to help them make educated
decisions about their own personal
futures, and to equip them with the skills
they need for independent living.
So what does this have to do with the
Diocese of Southern Ohio? What does
this have to do with you? Turns out that
Rosey Whittles just happens to be the
older sister of Ally Nurre, a parishioner
at All Saints, Pleasant Ridge. It wasn’t
long after Ally came to All Saints and got
involved with their Mission Committee
that she realized her sister’s mission in

One of the students, Jasmine, works on
a project at the ASHA school.
curriculum is taught to 70 different
nationals in English. It wasn’t long before
Rosey and Michael were moved with
compassion by the little girls working in
the market where they shopped: girls in
rags, girls crushing bricks for a living,
girls with no hope for an education.
These were the girls who were first
befriended by Rosey and Michael and
invited to become a part of a small new
school that the couple founded. Michael
was the first to give up his work teaching at Grace, and therefore his salary, in

Bangladesh fit very well with All Saints’
passion for world mission. Immediately
the Mission Committee decided unanimously to support the ASHA school and
the disenfranchised girls of Bangladesh.
Since that decision in the fall of 2004,
the Mission Committee has vowed to do
all in their power to help raise money for
this most worthy cause.
On Shrove Tuesday, Feb. 8, at 6 p.m.,
All Saints will host a Pancake Supper to
raise money to support this mission in
Bangladesh. A video about the ASHA
School will follow. Some handmade
items from the girls enrolled in ASHA
also will be available to browse and
order. Tickets are $8 per person, $4 for
children 12 and under, and can be purchased in advance by calling the church
office at 513.531.6333 or at the door.
Please consider joining us on Shrove
Tuesday and begin your Lent by remembering those who need our time and energy and resources the most—by remembering the least of these. All proceeds from the
supper will go directly to ASHA School to
help the needy girls of Bangladesh regain a
sense of hope in their future and to make a
difference in our world.
To learn more, visit the website:
www.mjasha.org.

Journey:
Vestryman
builds future

Congregation
launches
StreetChurch

FROM PAGE 1

BY THE REV. PAULA JACKSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Lester Ballace (right) cleans a picnic table for worshippers from
The Ecclesia movement, founded by the Rev. Debbie Little Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn, as they hold their weekly
Wyman in Boston Commons, has inspired new efforts to take StreetChurch. Photo by Mike Simons
the Gospel to people who might never venture into a church.
Cincinnati’s StreetChurch was launched by the Church of Our (one of our members) into the pockets of our guest. (Now we take
Saviour, Mount Auburn, in November at a park on Vine Street along socks, gloves and caps every Sunday, just in case.)
at Hollister – more or less the boundary between the Cincinnati
On a warmer day, as we were breaking the bread, a young
neighborhoods of Over-the-Rhine and Mount Auburn.
woman came along through the park, her bare arms covered
Every Sunday, as coffee hour nears conclusion, parishioners with tattoos, leading a boy on a bicycle. When invited, she was
gather a substantial loaf of bread, a cruet of grape juice, uncertain, so the bread was carried to her. “This is blessed
Gospel Book, hand drum and some small paper portion cups, bread; we’re thanking God that Jesus is here with us. Would
with a paper bag for collecting used cups (these will be burned you share communion with us?”
later). We process down Hollister Street singing spirituals, past
“Well… yes,” she answered. The little boy wasn’t sure what
the bus stop on Vine and into the park to choose a picnic table. to do when bread was offered to him. “Take it, Steve,” the
There we hear a brief reading from the Gospel, offer prayers and woman said. Then came others with the Blood of Christ -- and
remember how Jesus offered himself to and for us all. The bread is with gloves, just in case.
broken and shared from one person to the next; the blood of Christ
Carmen talked with her as the others returned to the table.
is poured out, one by one, for us all. We sing “Thank you, Lord,” Steve is not her son but she does what she can for him. She
exchange the Peace of Christ and process back up the hill.
asked, “Steve, do you know about Jesus?” He had heard about
One of our members, Carmen, is a natural evangelist. She is God but not about Jesus. “I guess I’d better tell him about
quick to connect with passersby and to invite them into the cir- Jesus,” the woman said.
cle at Jesus’ table. Usually they come.
We had thought we would be evangelists. Now the mission
One Sunday, we found a man sitting by himself at a picnic table. was taken up by a tattooed young woman, cigarette and soda
Still singing, we set up our altar at the next table. Carmen motioned bottle in hand, because she had just received the Body of
to the man to join us. He was singing with us. Instead of coming Christ. And somehow she became that Body herself.
over, he motioned back; so we picked up our simple gifts and
moved to his table. He kept inserting more thanksgivings into our Mother Paula Jackson is rector of Church of Our Saviour, Mount
informal Eucharistic Prayer, until all of us were filled with gratiAuburn. For more information about StreetChurch or how to
tude! Somehow during the peace, as the man hugged each person
support that ministry, call 513.241.1870 or
twice, a good pair of gloves made its way from the pocket of Bill
e-mail pjackson@fuse.net.
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tional, and eventually became
self-sufficient.
Although there have been
some bumps, hills and valleys, I've been able to stay
self-sufficient. I've been able
to maintain a decent job for
four years now and have
nearly completed my bachelor’s of science degree in
addiction studies at the
University of Cincinnati.
We need to remind ourselves that the homeless are
not necessarily scary. They
need someone to lend a helping hand. They need basic
things such as clothing, food,
water, housing and medication. Many will be able to
become self-sufficient.
While completing his degree
in the study of addictions
at the University of Cincinnati,
Rusty Lockett serves on the
vestry of Our Saviour,
Mount Auburn; Clermont
County Mental Health &
Recovery Board; and on the
board of Transformations
Community Development
Corporation.
You may contact him at
Rusty.Lockett@gmail.com.

BE THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST IN THE MIDST OF TRAGEDY

Tragedy:
‘God is there’

Tsunami relief work
continues in South Asia

FROM PAGE 1
his justice, that somehow these specific people – or the
world in general – deserved this or were being taught a
lesson and that’s why God let or made this happen. The
problem is that doesn’t sound much like the same God
who so loved the world that he gave his only Son to die
so that the world might be saved.
Some try to get God off the hook by saying this
wasn’t God’s doing. It’s the way the world works or that
God doesn’t interfere in the natural world. Except that
God does. We talk about the parting of the Red Sea, the
pausing of the sun over Federico, the turning of water
into wine. And beyond all that, we ask him to interfere
in the natural world all the time. We ask him to cure the
cancer of a loved one or to get a friend through surgery
or even to make the sun shine on our picnics. So if we
say that God can’t interfere in the natural world, then
he’s really not much of a God, and if we say that God
won’t interfere in the natural world, then we are
left with the question: if
I don’t know
He loves us so much,
where God is
why won’t he?
I’ve come to the conwhen tragedies
clusion that I can’t let
happen. I only
God off the hook. I can’t
figure out why the God
know that God
who I know loves me
is there when
created a world where
such suffering is possiI’m putting up
ble. I don’t know why a
a tent or
just God allows the innocent to suffer. I don’t
digging
know why an all-powersanitation
ful God doesn’t stop
tsunamis or hurricanes or
trench or
earthquakes. I can only
making sure
take comfort in the fact
that I’m not alone in not
that people are
understanding the hows
fed.
and whys of God and
being angry with him for
– RELIEF WORKER
it. Thousands of years
ago, the writer of Psalm
88 felt the same way, and
the writer of the book of Job as well.
A friend of mine is a first responder for a worldwide
charity. It’s his job to be one of the first people on the
ground after a war or natural disaster, to create places for
people to stay, to make sure food, water and medicine
arrive and are distributed and to be with people in the
shock and grief that are the nearly universal reaction to
disasters. I’ve talked to him about where he thought God
was during tragedies like this. His answer is one that I
carry with me. He said, “I don’t know where God is when
tragedies happen. I only know that God is there when I’m
putting up a tent or digging a sanitation trench or making
sure that people are fed.” He knew God was there in those
moments because he saw the face of Christ in each person that he met. He saw the hands and the feet of Christ
in the people working beside him and the heart of Christ
in the people who gave the money and the resources that
allowed his group and so many others to help.
So, perhaps we may never answer the question, “How
could God allow this to happen?” But we can answer
this question: “How can we be the presence of Christ in
the midst of things we do not understand?”
The Rev. Canon Vicki Zust is canon to the ordinary for the
diocese. Contact her at 513.421.0311, 800.582.1712 or
e-mail: vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org

BEFORE

AFTER

Banda Aceh Shore,
picture taken June 23, 2003

Banda Aceh Shore,
picture taken Dec. 28, 2004

The Indonesian province of Aceh was hit hardest by
the earthquake and tsunamis of December 26, 2004.
Aceh is located on the northern tip of the island of
Sumatra. Early Western media attention was focused
on Sri Lanka and Thailand, even though the earthquake epicenter was closer to Aceh, and the largest
waves struck the northwestern coast of Sumatra. On
December 29, estimates of the death toll in Indonesia
were over 80,000—more than half the global total.
The town of Lhoknga, on the west coast of Sumatra
near the capital of Aceh, Banda Aceh, was completely
destroyed by the tsunami, with the exception of the
mosque in the city’s center.
Almost all the trees, vegetation, and buildings in the
area were washed away. Behind the town, low-lying
agricultural areas remained covered with water 4 days
after the disaster, and sand on the nearby beaches
was completely removed. The wave height might have
exceeded 15 meters (50 feet) when it struck the shore
Source: http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov

PRAYER FOR THE VICTIMS
OF THE ASIAN DISASTER
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge:
Let me never be put to shame
Deliver me in your righteousness.
DigitalGlobe

piscopal congregations and dioceses continue generous fundraising efforts four weeks after tsunamis, triggered
by a magnitude 9 earthquake, hit several countries in South Asia on December 26, leaving more than 210,000 people dead and thousands
still missing.
Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD), which has received more than $2.1 million in donations to date, furthers its relief efforts in South Asia
as millions of people remain homeless in countries including Sri Lanka, India, Indonesia, and Thailand.
Here is ERD’s latest emergency work in the area:

E

INDIA
ERD is providing medicine boxes to the Church of South India for distribution to families in need of immediate
medical assistance in Kerala and Tamilnadu. The boxes contain supplies including antibiotics, first aid products, and
vitamin supplements. Medicine boxes are being supplied to relief centers set up by the Church of South India on the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. ERD has provided critical aid such as food, water, and vaccinations to affected communities served by the Church of North India and the Church of South India.

SRI LANKA
An additional 400 Zero-Fly temporary shelters and 200-single family tents will help displaced families in Sri
Lanka. ERD provided an initial 1,000 shelters to the Diocese of Colombo in the Church of Ceylon. Through an ecumenical partner, ERD is supplying family shelter kits to people in the community of Kalakoda. ERD has also provided basic supplies such as food and health kits in the country.

INDONESIA
ERD has partnered with an ecumenical organization and local Indonesia groups, including YAKKUM Emergency
Unit, to identify displaced persons and provide assistance such as medical care and food. ERD's support will help
both relief and long-term rehabilitation efforts in areas such as the western coastline of the Aceh province, which bore
the brunt of the earthquake and waves, and isolated islands including Nias where epidemics such as malaria could
threaten survivors. ERD continues its work supplying food and blankets in affected communities.

HOW TO HELP
To support families devastated by the earthquake and
tsunamis in South Asia, donate to the South Asia
Relief Fund at http://www.er-d.org/ in the “Ways to
Give” section or call 1-800-334-7626, ext. 5129.
Gifts can be mailed to: Episcopal Relief and
Development, South Asia Relief Fund, PO Box 12043,
Newark, NJ 07101.
Does your congregation have a local ERD liaison? Are
you interested in communicating ERD news to your
church? Contact Jon Boss at 513.761.2630 or
jbboss@fuse.net

A SNAPSHOT OF A TRAGEDY
iocese of Colombo - part of the twodiocese Church of Ceylon (Sri
Lanka), which is extra-provincial to
the Archbishop of Canterbury - highlights
the latest statistics. As of Jan. 8, 30,718 people are known to have died, with one district
alone losing 50 percent of its children. Some
4,900 are still missing, and 515,234 are now
homeless.

D
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ishop of the Andaman and Car Nicobar
Islands, the Rt. Rev. Christopher Paul, is
sheltering in a jungle relief camp at
Chukchuka. All of the diocese's buildings have
either been destroyed or are near collapse. The
bishop was able to get a handwritten note out to
the church's relief workers thanking all for their
gratitude and help but appealing for further
assistance.

B

I

n the Diocese of the Andaman and Car Nicobar Islands (some of the world’s most remote
areas):
■ Harmander Bat at Hut Bay, Little Andamans: Church and residences have been destroyed.
■ Car Nicobar: Out of 15 villages, 12 have been washed away.
■ Chwra Island: The church has been washed away, and 70 percent of the population is missing.
■ Terressa Island: 70 percent of inhabitants missing.
■ Katchal Island: 90 percent of its inhabitants missing.
Source: Anglican Communion News Service
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Incline your ear to me;
Make haste to deliver me.
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe
For you are my crag and my stronghold;
For the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
For you have redeemed me,
O Lord, O God of truth. (Psalm 31: 1-5)
Helper of the helpless, comfort of the afflicted, may your
servants who stand in the midst of evil find strength in the
knowledge of your presence, and praise you for the wonders of
your love; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.
Gracious God, in the nights of distress we forget the days of
sun and joy. Even when we do not know your presence, preserve
us from the dark torrent of despair. We ask this in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
www.anglicancommunion.org

TALKING WITH KIDS
ABOUT DISASTERS
Use television with caution.
Rely on comforting rituals, including prayer.
Connect with others locally.
Encourage empathy.
Talk, listen, and listen some more.
Let go of expectations.
Take action: get involved in church or community efforts to
help.
Source: www.beliefnet.com, Columnist Mimi Doe

NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati East
Have you ever wondered, “What on earth am I
here for?” Do you think you may have missed God’s
will for your life? Parishioners at St. Barnabas,
Montgomery, have begun the “40 Days of Purpose”
campaign to learn God’s five purposes for their
lives and then put the purposes into practice through
personal disciplines, group connections and churchwide events that will take place during the six
weeks of the campaign. This is an opportunity to
connect, reflect and spiritually grow.
St. Timothy, Anderson Township, held an inquirer’s class titled “We are called Episcopalians,” an
introduction to the history, faith and worship of the
Episcopal Church in the United States. The one-day
class was geared towards adults who were raised in
other faith traditions, those who have attended the
Episcopal Church for awhile and were interested in
learning more, those with no church background,
those who have left the church and anyone wanting
to deepen their relationship with God and the
Christian community. Discussion included history
of the Anglican Communion and the Episcopal
Church, the Book of Common Prayer, the Episcopal
Church today, the Baptismal Covenant and the
Eucharist.

Columbus
Trinity, London, hosted a community meeting
regarding discussions about end-of-life issues. The
Funeral Consumer Alliance offered information
and education about meaningful and affordable
funeral, cremation and memorial services. Local
Hospice Services discussed providing dignified end
of life care and support, and Trinity Community
Health Ministries supplied “Bottle of Facts” as well
as information regarding emergency hospitalization, organ and full body donation, living wills,
power of attorney and Ohio Do Not Resuscitate
packets.
The Rev. Stephen Smith, rector of St. Patrick,
Dublin, spent the day of Jan. 30 blessing houses of
parishioners. Epiphany is a season for house blessings. As we set aside time to understand what it
means that God has come into our lives, we should
also understand that God is found not only at church
but also in our homes as well.
Middle and high school youth at St. Mark,
Upper Arlington, and St. John, Worthington, are
joining together to form a giant Sunday evening
youth group. They are meeting on the second and
fourth Sunday evenings from 5 to 7 p.m. at St.

John’s. By joining together, they hope to have
opportunities to meet more kids and have a larger
core group for activities. If you are interested in
finding out more about this group, contact St.
Mark’s at 614.486.9452 or St. John’s at
614.846.5180.
St. Luke, Granville, held a winter picnic at
Lamson Lodge on the campus of Dennison
University. The lodge is a large, rustic, open space
with a large fireplace, picnic tables and a full
kitchen. Alongside a roaring fire, there was plenty
of food, hot chocolate, fellowship and fun to go
around!

Dayton
Moms at St. George, Dayton, who need a little
time away from the kids can enjoy some good food
and adult conversation with the “mothers & others”
group. The second Monday of each month is set
aside for a night away from macaroni and cheese
and sippy cups for some unlicensed group therapy.
Santa and Mrs. Claus made their annual appearance at the St. Christopher, Dayton, Christmas
party. How lucky they are to have a personal visit by
the two busiest people on earth at that time of year!
Santa and the missus greeted all the children, and
Mrs. Claus even had time to read two stories to the
children before they had to rush back to the North
Pole. After the special visit by the Clauses, the children enjoyed watching some videos while the adults
enjoyed a rousing Bunco party. With great food and
lots of fun activities, a good time was had by all.
Drum circle prayer communion is a new prayer
group at St. Paul, Dayton. Drum circle prayer
comes from a mix of traditions, including African,
Indian and Native American. The goals of the drum
circle ministry are to encourage casual group
prayer, support healing and pastoral ministry, promote the creative spirit, build community and further the outreach efforts of the church. If you would
like to learn more, give St. Paul’s a call at
937.293.1154.
Blessed are the Peacemakers: parishioners of St.
Andrew, Dayton, participated in a march for peace
sponsored by the Interfaith Ministers for
Reconciliation. After the walk, a candlelight service
was held.
Christ Church, Xenia, held a seminar and general
discussion of ways to minister to those with depression and mental illness. Stephen Ingraham of the
Pastoral Counseling Center of Miami Valley Hospital
led the discussion on how to minister to those suffering from mental illness and how individuals should
appropriately care for themselves as they minister.

Sister Jeanette Clare, Sister of the
Community of the Transfiguration,
celebrated her 99th birthday on
Nov. 6. She may be the first sister
to have reached that age. Sr.
Jeanette is still active in the ministry of intercession and does a
great deal of correspondence with
that ministry. Sr. Jeanette’s goddaughter, Susan Hall and her
daughter Katie came to help celebrate the momentous occasion. A
happy belated birthday, Sr.
Jeanette!

Hocking Valley
Every Thursday afternoon at the Bishop Black
Chapel at Good Shepherd, Athens, there is time for
silent (contemplative) prayer. A large candle is lit in
the middle of the altar; the time starts and ends with
a brief prayer and a ringing of a bell. The bell is
rung every 10 minutes, as a means to assist those
entering into the silence and into the prayer and
presence of God.

Ohio River
The acolyte guild at Christ Church Cathedral,
Cincinnati, is striving to be a premier Episcopal
acolyte troop. Under the direction of Justin
Gabbard, the cathedral’s director of youth and
young adults, the acolyte guild has been meeting
monthly for training sessions where new acolytes
learn the basics, and the veterans can fine-tune their
skills and train for new positions. All are learning
ways to improve their service. They also hope to
soon be available for weddings and funerals as well.
Poetry lovers at Redeemer, Hyde Park, gathered
in January for a poetry reading with the timeappropriate theme of “in the deep mid-winter.”
Everyone was asked to bring a poem about any
aspect of the winter season, either something they
had written themselves, or a selection from their
favorite poet.

Northwest
The Christian Friendship Circle at Christ
Church, Springfield, is holding a Valentine’s Day
workshop at the Kenwood Grade School. Members
of the Circle made Valentine placemats out of recycled Christmas cards for the children and provided
them with materials to make valentines for their
friends and relatives. The Circle also has been busy
making gowns for the residents of St. John Nursing
Home, lap robes and prayer shawls.

Scioto River
SOCKS, or Spirit of Christmas for Kids, had
another great year at St. Andrew, Washington
Court House. Four hundred children from 180
Fayette county families had a brighter Christmas
this year, enjoying more than 1,000 toys, thanks to
the donations and efforts of the SOCKS volunteers. Twenty area churches participate in contributing and volunteering to shop, set up and distribute the toys for the shop, which is held in the
St. Andrew Parish Hall. More than half of St.
Andrew’s congregation is involved in the SOCKS
ministry.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the
congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese? Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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Chaplain survives Iraqi blast,
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THE ANGLICAN
COMMUNION
a community of
70 million Anglicans
in more than
160 countries

Resources for
national and
world news:
The Episcopal
Church, USA
www.episcopal
church.org
Anglican
Communion:
www.anglican
communion.org
Around the
Communion Sources:
Anglican Communion
News Service, Episcopal
News Service

The Rev. David Sivret, rector of Christ Church, Eastport, Maine, and nearby St. Anne's, Calais, is currently serving as
chaplain in Mosul, Iraq, with the Maine National Guard's 133rd Engineering Battalion. After the Dec. 21 bomb blast there
that killed 22 people, Sivret sent the following note to the people of the Diocese of Maine, adding his thanks for their prayers
and for the support congregations have offered to his work with soldiers and the people in nearby Iraqi villages. The note
was released by the Diocese of Maine and communications officer, Heidi Shott.
As I take time off from writing a very difficult memorial sermon, I'll share with the people of the Diocese of Maine the events
of the day.
On Dec. 21, at approximately 12 noon, I had just sat down to
have lunch with Maj. John Nelson, the Battalion's Chief Medical
Officer. I had just said grace when I saw a bright flash. I don't
know how long it was before I woke up on the floor about 10 feet
from where I had been sitting down. I looked around, keeping my
head down. Then I realized that I couldn't hear.
I got up and started doing what God has given me to do: minister to soldiers and civilians alike. There were many soldiers and
civilians hurt, dying and dead. I prayed with the injured as best I
could. All the while, I was keeping an eye out for Maj. Nelson,
"Doc" I call him. I found him in the kitchen area caring for the
injured. We teamed up for a time and worked together. We looped
back into the hall where Doc collapsed onto a stretcher. As we
left, I turned to go to the expectant area, and Doc was taken to the
hospital. I found the area set up for the morgue and began giving
Last Rites. CH Barnett, a United Methodist minister, showed up
and helped me out.
I was one of the walking wounded and helped take a staff sergeant from one of the units to the AID Station with me. The

S C H O L A R ’ S
Did Paul “invent” Christianity?
What people who say Paul invented
Christianity usually believe is that Jesus
never spoke about himself or thought he
was anybody special, like the Messiah or
the Son of God. Rather, they say, Jesus
spoke exclusively about ethical living
(doing unto others as you would have them
do unto you) and ideas like the Fatherhood
of God and the Brotherhood of Man. Then
they say that Paul took an historical Jesus
who was no more than a great moral
teacher like Socrates or Buddha and elevated him to being a more-than-human
Savior.
What such people are forgetting, the
“missing ingredient,” is eschatology/apocalypticism, the fact that Jesus and the early
Church believed the End of the World was
near. Both taught that the Kingdom of God
was coming (Judgment Day, when “the
Son of Man” would descend from heaven
leading an angelic army and serve as Judge
for God) and also that the Kingdom could
be experienced as a present reality. (All
Jesus’ teaching about how to live in the
Kingdom of God is not “moral teaching”
like that of Greco-Roman philosophers but
to be seen in the context of the Jewish idea
of the Kingdom of God). So there was no

great difference between what Jesus taught
and what the early Church taught after
him.
But what about the role of Jesus?
Surely that was different in Jesus’ thinking and in the theology of Christianity
after him? Yes, but not as different as you
might think. I suggest (and I am not
alone) that Jesus may very well have
seen himself as having a special role to
play in the End Time, either thinking he
was “the Son of Man” or would be “the
Son of Man” when Judgment Day came.
Very often in the Gospels, Jesus refers to
himself as “the Son of Man” or speaks
of “the Son of Man” as if he were someone different from himself. This leaves
scholars to wonder if Jesus saw himself
as “the Son of Man.” The early church
certainly identified Jesus with the mysterious “Son of Man” figure in Daniel 7
who would come with the angels on the
Last Day. That was perhaps the very earliest “christology” there was. If Jesus did
consider himself “the Son of Man” (possible) and the early church considered
him “the Son of Man” (certain), then
there was no great difference in what
Jesus said about himself and what the

medics took a look at me and found that my left ear would be all
right in a day or so, but my right ear had ruptured. I also found a
very, very small piece of metal sticking in my pant into my right
knee. Everything was going to be fine! My assistant Greg
Raychard, LTC Glenn, and I went to the hospital. We had two soldiers missing, and I wanted to see if they were in the hospital. We
checked all the wards, but they were nowhere to be found. I found
numerous other soldiers from my Battalion with various wounds.
The Chaplains LSA Diamondback were doing a great job ministering to all the injured. I continued my looking for my soldiers.
I found them where I didn't want to find them: in the morgue.
This is always difficult, but this was even more so in that I was
the chaplain who officiated at one's wedding and the other soldier
was a son of one of my classmates. I have had great support from
chaplains from higher up and my fellow chaplains here at Camp
Marez.
May God give us the strength to get through this time. What
they have done will not stop us from celebrating the birth of our
Savior. We will gather for Lessons and Carols and then a
Midnight Service. Christmas will still come ... the hope that is
given us in the birth of the Christ Child will strengthen us and
will see us through the coming days.

C O R N E R

early church said
about him.
What was new
and original in
the theology of
early Christianity
was the merging
together of the
figure of the
heavenly “Son of
Man” with the
figure of the
kingly Messiah
descended from
David and with
the figure of the innocent sufferer of
Isaiah 53 and the Psalms who suffers for
others. The idea that the King would suffer never occurs in earlier Jewish literature; it is a truly original concept, original
to early Christianity, one necessitated by
the crucifixion, which the disciples had
not expected. There is little in the
Gospels to suggest that the disciples
anticipated the crucifixion (much less the
resurrection).
The connecting of Jesus with Divine
Wisdom (as in Proverbs 8), seeing him as
the incarnation of wisdom which existed
always with God (already in Paul), led very
quickly and easily to the Gospel of John’s
portrayal of Jesus as the incarnation of the

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG
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Divine Logos (Word).
What impresses one is the speed with
which early Christianity developed its
thinking about Jesus: in the 20 years before
Paul writes his first letters, the basic features of Christology already were laid out.
As Martin Hengel writes:
“...the ‘apotheosis of the crucified
Jesus’ must already have taken place in
the 40s, and one is tempted to say that
more happened in this period of less than
two decades than in the whole of the next
seven centuries, up to the time when the
doctrine of the early church was completed. Indeed, one might even ask
whether the formulation of doctrine in
the early church was essentially more
than a consistent development and completion of what had already been unfolded in the primal event of the first two
decades, but in the language and
thought-forms of Greek, which was its
necessary setting.” (Martin Hengel, The
Son of God)
The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,
Episcopal life and other religious subjects. Send questions to 2146
Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CALENDAR

REST IN PEACE

February
4-6 – Province V Networking Meeting. Contact Roger Speer at 614.461.8424 or
800.461.6424 for more information.
5 – Ordination of Jeffrey Queen into the priesthood. Clergy – red stoles. Service is at 11
a.m. at St. Barnabas, 10345 Montgomery Road.
5 – Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center. For more information, contact Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141
5 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be held at St. Thomas
Episcopal Church, 100 Miami Avenue, Terrace Park, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Pre-registration and prepayment is required. Contact Mary Williams or Geri McDaniel at the diocesan office at
513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712. To register online, www.episcopal-dso.org, click on Ministry
Resources, Misconduct Prevention. The cost of training is $15, which includes materials and
lunch. Payment should be mailed to Mary Williams, Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore
Street, Cincinnati 45202. Make checks payable to Diocese of Southern Ohio. NEW: You can
also pay by credit card online. See the online registration form for details. Training is required
of all clergy, Eucharistic Visitors, Stephen Ministers, employees of a church, Youth ministerscounselors-volunteers, or any other lay person who interacts or has care of our children.
5 – Barbara Cawthorne Crafton, an Episcopal priest and well-known author, is the featured
speaker at a Faith in Life conference from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Crafton's seminar will focus on: “Getting our groove back: Going forward
in mission and love following the Windsor Report.” Cost is $15. To register or for more information, contact the Rev. Dcn. Charles Wilson at chasebwilson@yahoo.com or 614.253.8059.
You can also register online by clicking on News/Events, and the day of the conference.
7 – Barbara Cawthorne Crafton, is the featured speaker at a Faith in Life clergy gathering from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Cost is $10. See registration information above.
13 – Absalom Jones celebration at Christ Church Cathedral. 5 p.m.
15 – Professional Development Grants requests due. (See page 13).
15 – Deadline for applications to the ECW Book of Remembrance scholarships for the
2005-2006 school year. Scholarships are offered to women who are members of Diocese of
Southern Ohio churches for full-time graduate study in church work or helping professions.
For information, e-mail Judy Keim at JWKinCinci@aol.com.
19 - The Annual Gathering of the Bishops, Vestries and Mission Councils, at Procter Camp and
Conference Center. Cost is $15 per person, includes lunch. Morning session will focus on the
Windsor Report, you may choose from one of four afternoon workshops. Complete information
and registration forms were mailed to congregations, senior and junior wardens the first week in
January. Mail completed registration form, along with check payable to Diocese of Southern Ohio
by Feb. 11 to The Anglican Academy, The Bishop's Center, 125 E. Broad Street, Columbus 43215.
To register and pay online, click the link on the home page. If you have any questions, contact Kay
Sturm at the Bishop's Center, 800.461.8424 or 614.461.8429. Afternoon workshops include:
Evangelism: How to Invite 200 people to Your Church; Developing a Communications Plan;
Involving Youth in the Ministry of Your Congregation; Extended Discussion of the Windsor Report.

The Rev. Carlton "Chip" Kemper Gamble, a longtime priest
of the diocese, died Dec. 31 at the age of 85. His funeral was Jan.
4 at Christ Church, Dayton, with the Rt. Rev. Ken Price Jr. celebrating and the Rev. Canon Gordon Price assisting. Ordained by
Bishop Hobson in 1951, Fr. Gamble served as the rector of All
Saints, Pleasant Ridge, from 1963-85. He was the organizing
priest at Prince of Peace (now Good Samaritan, Clermont
County) and founding rector of St. Mark’s, Dayton. He was
curate at Christ Church, Dayton, from 1951-54.
Fr. Gamble received the Charles P. Taft Ecumenical Service
Award in 1986.
He was preceded in death by his former wife, Ruth Elizabeth
(Greene) Gamble, and is survived by their two daughters,
Emily Childress of Rapid City, S.D., and Elizabeth Gamble of
Cape Canaveral, Fla.; two grandchildren, Abby and Erin
Childress; and by his wife of 12 years, Anne (Weimer) Gamble.
Janie Mobley, the mother of the Rev. Dcn. James Mobley of
Trinity, Hamilton, died Jan. 11 in Cincinnati. She was 94. Services
were held Jan. 19 at St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights.
She also is survived by another son, Dennis Mobley; her sister, Tilmon Roseberry; 20 grandchildren; 32 great-grandchildren, three great-great-grandchildren and other relatives and
friends.

POSTINGS
Part-time secretary: St. Christopher’s, Fairborn, is seeking
a parish secretary for about 12 hours per week, with reasonably flexible hours. The pay is about $8 per hour (negotiable).
Looking for a self-starter who is comfortable working with
little supervision. Contact Senior Warden Debbie Snavely at
dbsnavely@earthlink.net
Summer camp counselors: Deadline is Feb. 15. See page
16 or go to www.dsoyouth.org for more information.

VISITATIONS
February
5

Bishop Thompson

6

Bishop Thompson
Bishop Price
Canon Zust

13

Bishop Thompson

March
1 – Parochial reports due. (See page 13).
11 - New Beginnings #3 at St. Thomas, Terrace Park, through March 13. Contact Roger
Speer at 614.461.8424 or 800.461.6424 for more information.
12 - SMCAP Training will be held at Christ Episcopal Church, 965 Forest Ave., Glendale.
Pre-registration and pre-payment is required. See registration information above (Feb. 5).
23 – Renewal of Vows, Blessing of Oils at Procter Camp & Conference Center. 11 a.m.
Information: 513.421.0311.

Clergy

Bishop Price
Canon Zust
Canon Mycoff

CONGREGATIONS & CLERGY

The Rev. Walt Mycoff joins the diocesan staff as canon for ministry in early February. His
last day at Ascension, Middletown, was Jan. 30.
The Rev. Joanne Stearns, rector of St. Christopher’s, Fairborn, retired from ministry. Her
last day was Jan. 30. Watch the March issue of Interchange for an interview.
The Rev. Gretchen Wood, rector of St. James, Westwood, has resigned. Her last day was Jan. 30.
The Rev.Abeosah Flemister is the new assistant priest at Trinity, Columbus. She had served
in the Diocese of Liberia.
The Rev. Jim Hanisian will be created honorary canon of Christ Church Cathedral during
the cathedral’s Eucharist service Feb. 2.
The Rev. Bill Scrivener will be created Canon for Children’s Hospital Chaplaincy at Christ
Church Cathedral during the 12: 10 p.m. Eucharist service Feb. 2.

Congregations in the search process
Starting search: St. Christopher’s, Fairborn; Good Samaritan, Clermont County; Ascension,
Middletown;
Editing profile: Good Shepherd, Athens; St. Luke’s, Marietta
Receiving names: All Saints, Portsmouth; St. Thomas, Terrace Park; Trinity, Newark;
Interviewing: Christ Church Cathedral (Canon Vicar, Canon for Christian Formation); St.
Simon, Lincoln Heights
For more information, contact the Canon Vicki Zust, Canon to the Ordinary, the Diocese of Southern Ohio,
412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Phone: 800.582.1712. E-mail: vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org.
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20

Bishop Thompson

Holy Spirit, Forest Park
3 pm –Holy Family,
Harrison
5 pm – Absalom Jones
Celebration,Christ Church
Cathedral
Reception Committee,
London
St. Christopher, Fairborn
Trinity Church, London

Canon Zust

St. Mark, Upper Arlington
(dedication)
Presiding Bishop’s
Nominating Committee
St. Paul, Greenville

Bishop Thompson
Bishop Price
Canon Zust
Canon Mycoff

St. Simon, Lincoln Heights
St. James, Westwood
St. Mary, Hillsboro
Holy Trinity, Oxford

Bishop Price

27

St. Barnabas, Montgomery
(ordination)
St. Stephen, Cincinnati
St. Philip, Columbus
St. Andrew’s, Cincinnati

March
6

Bishop Thompson
Bishop Price
Canon Zust

Redeemer, Hyde Park
All Saints, New Albany
St. John, Columbus

13

Bishop Thompson
Bishop Price
Canon Zust
Canon Mycoff

House of Bishops
House of Bishops
St. James, Westwood
Our Saviour,
Mechanicsburg

NEWS

A L B R I C I A S
Desde mediados de octubre, el estudio
de Biblia en familia en Español se ha llevado a cabo en la iglesia de St. Edward en
Whitehall, cada martes a las 7 P.M. A
mediados de diciembre, nuestras reflexiones sobre el Adviento fueron adaptadas
para celebrar Las Posadas, una costumbre
religiosa tradicional mexicana enfocada en
la desesperada búsqueda de María y José
por encontrar un hospedaje durante los
días previos al nacimiento de Jesús.
Eramos un grupo de ocho personas esa
helada tarde, con Erick y Elizabeth Blanco
vestidos de María y José. Ellos visitaron
varias esquinas de la iglesia cantando su
plegaria, leida de hojas de partituras bilingües, y acompañados por un cassette
con las melodías de posadas en Español.
En cada “casa” otro grupo respondía a
estos extraños e incluso los amenazaban,
hasta que María fue identificada como la
Reina de los Cielos a punto de dar a luz.
En la última parada, en el santuario, la
pareja recibió hospitalidad y fue cálidamente recibida. El prospecto de que el
divino Emmanuel viene a bendecirnos
ocasionó que se compartiera un chocolate
caliente, preparado por el magníficamente disfrazado reverendo Gwynneth
Mudd, vicar. Esta fue la primera vez que
varios miembros de la comunidad
angloparlante de St. Edward se unió a la
sesión de Biblia en Español, y fueron
expuestos a una diversidad cultural religiosa que fue más allá de sus expectativas.
Estábamos tan orgullosos de nuestra
primera experiencia con las Posadas, que
inmediatamente decidimos llevar el show
fuera de las puertas de St. Edward. Para la
sorpresa de nuevos participantes en este
tipo de celebraciónes pre-navideñas, el
grupo manejó varios cientos de yardas al
restaurante “La Michoacana” en Hamilton
Road, y repetimos la experiencia dentro de
la calidez del restaurante. En este lugar, los
vendedores se unieron en el canto y los
clientes veían el evento con respeto.
Celebraciones parecidas a esta se celebrarán en el barrio hispanoparlante que
rodea a St. Edward al tiempo que el año
2005 traiga un mejor clima. La combinación de leyenda y teología en la Epifanía

quizas sea nuestra siguiente opor- DICK
tunidad para llevar el segundo
KORN
capítulo de Mateo a las calles.
Las celebraciones rituales
populares de la gente latina
fueron
cuidadosamente
preparadas por los primeros
misioneros que llegaron a
México, preocupados por que el
mensaje del Evangelio llegara a
las masas de una forma simple,
comprensible y amena. El rito
de las Posadas está centrado en
dos experiencias clave: el rechazo de la
pobre e irreconocible pareja que llegaba
de la inferior región de Galilea; y la alegría que llega para aquellos que abren la
puerta de su casa y de su corazón para
dar asilo y bienvenida a los excluidos,
porque ellos los reconocen por lo que
verdaderamente son: los escogidos de
Dios. La Posada es fácilmente un
recordatorio cultural y una representación para los latinos que han caminado frecuentemente de noche y a través
de desiertos infestados de serpientes a
los Estados Unidos, con la esperanza de
encontrar un trabajo y una fe viviente.
Albricias es una contribucion ocasional que
ofrecera noticias del Ministerio Latino en la
Diocesis del Sur de Ohio. Para mas informaciones, llame al Centro de Ministerio
Episcopal Latino en 614-291-8720 o
mande correo electronico al
simbolico@aol.com.

Since mid-October, family Bible study in Spanish has
been held at St. Edward’s in
Whitehall each Tuesday at 7
p.m. In mid-December, our
Advent reflections were
adapted to celebrate Las
Posadas, a traditional
Mexican religious custom
focused on Mary and
Joseph’s desperate search for
lodging in the days leading
up to Jesus’ birth. We were a
group of eight that frigid evening,
with Erick and Elizabeth Blanco costumed as Joseph and Mary. This pair
“visited” several corners of the
church singing their plight from bilingual lyric sheets; they were
accompanied by a portable cassette
recording of the Spanish Posadas
melodies. At each “home,” another
group rebuffed these strangers and
even threatened them until Mary was
identified as the Queen of Heaven
about to deliver.
At the final stop in the sanctuary,
the couple received hospitality and
was warmly embraced. The prospect
of the Divine Emmanuel coming to
bless the abode occasioned the sharing of warm chocolate, prepared by
the Rev. Gwynneth Mudd, vicar,
who was magnificently costumed.
This was the first time that members
of St. Edward’s English-speaking
community joined the Spanish Bible

session, and they were introduced to
cultural religious diversity beyond
their expectations.
We were so proud of our first
attempt at Las Posadas that we
immediately took the show on the
road. Quite to the dismay of new participants to this type of pre-Christmas
pageant, the group traveled several
hundred yards to La Michoacana, a
restaurant on Hamilton Road and
repeated the experience in the
warmth of the eatery. Here, employees joined in the singing, and customers looked on respectfully.
Similar celebrations will be held in
the Spanish-speaking neighborhood
surrounding St. Edward’s when 2005
offers more clement weather.
Epiphany’s interplay of legend and
theology may well be our next opportunity to take chapter two of Matthew
to the streets.
Popular ritual celebrations of the
Latino people were carefully prepared by early missioners to Mexico,
concerned as they were that the
essence of the gospel message reach
the masses in a simple, comprehensible and enjoyable way. The Posadas
rite is centered on two key experiences: the rejection of the poor,
nameless couple from the “inferior”
region of Galilee, and the joy that
comes to those who open the door of
their home and heart to shelter and
welcome the rejects, because they
recognize them for what they truly
are: God’s chosen ones. The posada is
also a reminder and reenactment for
Latinos who have walked at night and
through snake-infested deserts to the
United States of America in the hope
of finding work and a living faith.
Albricias is an occasional column
sharing and discussing Latino ministry
in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. For
more information, contact the
Episcopal Latino Ministry office at
614.291.8720 or by e-mail:
simbolico@aol.com

Deadlines approach for grants, reports
Professional Development grants available: The
Diocese of Southern Ohio provides funds for priests
and deacons to participate in continuing education
programs and courses. It is expected that clergy serving full-time in congregations will be granted two
weeks leave for continuing education activities. The
cost of continuing education programs and courses
are usually split between the clergy person, the congregation he or she serves and the diocese.
Priests in the Diocesan Intern Program are not eligible to apply for Professional Development funds.
Each priest or deacon is eligible for a grant from the
Professional Development Committee once in a calendar year.
To spread funds as far as possible, a cap of $1,000
is set for all general applications, with a $2,000 annual cap for advanced degree programs and sabbaticals.
The maximum cap for the total program is $5,000.

Appraisals of the program are required and must
be sent within 30 days of the completion of the program. Ten percent of the amount granted by the
Professional Development Committee will be held
until the completion of the appraisal.
Funding for CREDO will be up to a maximum of $300,
which does not count against the $1,000 per year limit.
Applications can be found on the diocesan website
(www.episcopal-dso.org). Click on the Ministry
Resources option on the left-hand menu and then
Professional Development. Applications should be
sent to the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust, 412 Sycamore St.,
Cincinnati, OH 45202. Deadlines are Feb. 15 for
consideration at the committee’s March meeting and
Aug. 15 for consideration at the September meeting.
Parochial Reports due March 1: Parochial Reports,
the annual report on the financial and worship life of
congregations for the previous year, are due to the
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Diocesan Office by close of business March 1.
Copies of the report should be mailed to either
Patricia Hassel or Geri McDaniel at the Diocesan
Office, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
Parochial Report forms were mailed to the treasurers
of all the congregations just after the first of January.
The Parochial Report needs to be reviewed and
approved by the vestry or mission council before it is
submitted, so make sure it is on the agenda for your
February vestry or mission council meeting.
The two most common errors on parochial reports are
not picking up membership numbers from last year’s
report as a starting point and making errors in addition.
Parochial Reports must also be filed online. For
assistance with your congregation’s Unique Episcopal
Identifier and PIN numbers, please contact Geri
McDaniel at the Diocesan Office at 513.421.0311,
800.582.1712 or geri_mcdaniel@episcopal-dso.org

REFLECTIONS

Mid-winter sadness and the Psalms
In February, in the dead of winter, I
return to the refrain of Psalms 42-43:
“Why are you so full of heaviness, O
my soul, and why are you so disquieted within me?”
We did not use the Psalms as a regular part of worship in the Baptist
church of my childhood. I knew then
that the Bible is the Word of God. As a
kid, I memorized verses and carried
my own red-letter King James Version
with me to church. In my teens, I used
a paraphrase popular then among
evangelicals titled, “The Way.” And I
could recite answers to Bible FAQs.
But unlike Anglicans, we did not use
psalms in worship.
To be sure, some of the psalms are
embarrassing. Some are downright
offensive. If one prays the psalms
through every seven weeks in the
Daily Office – not omitting the parts
we are allowed to omit and which, to
be honest, are almost never included in
the Sunday morning liturgies in our
Episcopal churches – it is easy to conclude that the psalms are not the Word
of God. They are the words of selfrighteous, resentful, jubilant, tedious,
lonely, haughty, poetic, suffering
humans. Some of the psalms are wonderful. But some of them are pretty
hard to take.
Maybe everyone has heard the one
about bashing our enemies’ babies

against
the
rock (137:9)
or the one
about the Lord
heaping high
the corpses
and smashing
heads over the
wide
earth
(110:6; see
also 68:1-2,
21-23). Psalm
109:5-19 is
one of the worst, with verses such as,
“Let there be no one to show him kindness, and none to pity his fatherless
children. Let his descendants be
destroyed, and his name be blotted out
in the next generation.”
As if the aggravation of these
psalms taken by themselves were not
enough, add the eventual, repeated
coincidence during the Daily Office of
the more disheartening psalms with
your own experiences of loss, grief,
loneliness or other heaviness of heart.
Then the psalms can really take the
escapism out of worship.
What’s more, the dead of winter is
a depressing enough time for some
of us. The days are cold and shorter.
We spend more time inside, avoiding the elements. We may spend
more time alone. Or maybe the frustrations of living with others become
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magnified. Or both.
The people at the National Mental
Health Association describe Seasonal
Affective Disorder (S.A.D.) as “a
mood disorder associated with depression episodes and related to seasonal
variations of light.” Their website goes
on to describe the way the pineal gland
in our brains secrets more of the neurotransmitter, melatonin, in the dark,
and this can lead to symptoms of
depression in some, which subside in
the spring when days get longer. But
which is the cause and which the
effect?
Predictably, an early 20th century
German scholar did the definitive
study of the Psalms. Gunkel found
that the most common psalm-type is
what he called the “Lament of an
Individual.” I think of them as the
“Woe is me” psalms (see, for instance,
31, 38, 55-57, 69, 88, 102, 142-144).
Someone is sick, falsely accused, surrounded by enemies, or otherwise really or metaphorically under siege. They
come to the temple to pray. Their
prayer takes a typical five-part form.
Gunkel identified “Lament of the
Community” psalms as well, where
the pronouns are plural rather than singular. Scholars believe that the psalms
as we have them were arranged into
five books, as marked in the Psalter in
our Prayer Book, with a certain logic

Y O U T H

to their ordering.
But when I am depressed, aggravated or grieving, I don’t want to find
my darker side articulated for me as
sacred scripture. I want escape or at
least sublimation, not catharsis. It is
worst when I feel, myself, the bloodlust of a psalmist, or their abandonment, or loneliness. “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me and
are so far from my cry and from the
words of my distress?” (Psalm 22:1).
Why have the people of God retained
such things as if they were expressions of God’s Word? Why can’t we
put away from us their darkness?
It is as if the personal responses to
God of fallible, morally compromised,
stressed out people could themselves
somehow express the Word of God. In
our misery and anger, our sense of
betrayal, our personal losses, God’s
voice might be heard. God’s Word in
our laments might be read.
Why are you so full of heaviness, O
my soul, and why are you so disquieted within me?

Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ
Church, Springfield, and is professor
and chair of the Department of
Philosophy, Wittenberg University. His email address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.

N O T E S
Planning begins for
ecumenical youth event

In the image and likeness of God

Announcing a new program for grades 6-9
Genesis is a new retreat program for students in grades 6-9 that focuses on building community, raising young leaders and answering the question, “Who are you?” The weekend focuses on a young person's identity
as a young man or woman, their identity as a Christian and their identity
as an Episcopalian. It also is designed to be a support for those seeking
confirmation and asking some of the same questions.
Led by a team of junior high and high school students, with support
from parish youth ministers and adults, Genesis provides a safe and guided opportunity for students to pastor others, lead in worship and prayer,
experience fun and games and build community. It is an opportunity for
a young person to mentor another young person – and to be mentored by
an adult. Genesis is designed to be a fluid event, with specific focuses
and activities determined by the students who lead it each year.
Please note a change in date from original published: Genesis will take
place at St. Thomas, Terrace Park (Cincinnati) March 4-6, ending with
St. Thomas’ 9:30 a.m. worship. Students are asked to bring an adult sponsor (one adult for every five students attending) from their home parish;
to help bring lessons and community home; and to possibly build the
next design team. Cost of the event is $30, with scholarships available.
To register and pay, feel free to visit www.dsoyouth.org and for more
information, contact Roger Speer roger_speer@episcopal-dso.org or
614.330.6797.
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Representatives from nine Christian denominations in Central
Ohio met in late December with the Ohio Council of Churches to
discuss the possibility of creating an ecumenical youth event. Led
by Roger Speer, director of youth ministries, and the Diocese of
Southern Ohio, the group discussed showcasing various strengths
from all denominations in an inclusive, multi-lingual, multi-racial
environment. The event will be designed and led by young people
from each denomination and focused on raising new ecumenical
leaders and activists in the community as well as highlighting our
diverse worship styles and backgrounds. We ask your prayers and
support for this endeavor and hope that you will consider being a
part of it. Denominations present included: the Episcopal Diocese
of Southern Ohio; the Catholic Diocese of Columbus; the Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church; the Presbyterian Church, presbytery
of Scioto Valley; the Greek Orthodox Church, Metropolis of
Pittsburgh; and the Evangelical Lutheran Outdoor Ministries in
Ohio.

Mark it down!
Stay tuned for details 'cause we're taking another trip to
Washington, D.C., in May!
Two buses will leave Southern Ohio on May 20 from Cincinnati
and Columbus to spend a weekend in Washington, D.C. See the
monuments, walk through the Smithsonian and spend some time at
Ohio's State Day at Washington National Cathedral. Acolytes
greatly encouraged to attend. Bring church banners and robes. Cost
is $150. For registration information or questions, keep your eye on
www.dsoyouth.org

REFLECTIONS

First purpose: Make Jesus known to all
By the time you read this column, we
will be more than a month into the new
year. The year began with storms and
natural disasters that devastated hundreds of thousands of people. Recovery
for them will be slow, and we all need
to work through our Episcopal Relief
and Development to assist as much as
we can.
Here locally, this is going to be a
busy year for us in Southern Ohio as
we elect and then consecrate the ninth
bishop of our diocese. It will be especially busy for Bishop Thompson as he
visits many parishes for the last time
and puts a cap on what can only be
called a glorious and significant episcopate in this diocese.
With Archdeacon Jim Hanisian’s
departure, the addition of Canon Walt
Mycoff as canon for ministry, Canon
Vicki Zust’s change to serve as canon
to the ordinary and the vacancy of the
dean of the Anglican Academy, all of
our diocesan staff duties have shifted
somewhat. Hopefully all bases will be
covered (See page 3 for an outline of
the new responsibilities). At the same
time, after 10-plus years as a bishop,
my own responsibilities in the larger
church have increased. And so for my
column this month, I would like to
share with you some of my comings
and goings and simply ask for your
prayer support.
January was a busy month. The first
week, Canon Zust, Canon Mycoff and
I were joined by the Rev. Charlotte
Reed and others to spend three great
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days at Procter
with all of our
postulants and
candidates for
ministry. The
third-year students
took
exams, and all
the rest were in
retreat. We are
blessed with a
huge class of
students, and it
was good to
have this quality time with them. I ended the week
with a visitation to St. Philip’s,
Circleville, where one of our recent
ordinands, the Rev. P.J. Harris, is having a terrific ministry.
The very next week, Bishop
Thompson and I flew to Salt Lake City
for a special meeting of the House of
Bishops to discuss the Windsor Report.
I got back just in time for an all-day
board retreat in Cincinnati for
Episcopal Retirement Homes. I got to
spend time with our former
Archdeacon Hanisian, who is now vice
president of development there. I then
rushed back to Columbus for a visitation to St. Stephen’s, Columbus. I am
always impressed with the strong outreach to Ohio State University students
that emanates from that parish.
Two days later, it was back on the
plane for me to join the other members
of the Executive Committee of General
Convention to revisit Salt Lake City

and Anaheim as potential sites for the
2009 General Convention. Of course,
before that convention, we will host the
2006 General Convention in
Columbus, so I had to rush back for a
meeting on Saturday with a crew from
the national headquarters to plan how
we will prepare for the children and
youth who will be at the convention.
Sunday took me to Trinity, Troy, for a
visitation where another one of our
recent graduates, the Rev. Bridget
Tierney, is serving.
The last week of the month included,
among other things, a meeting with the
semi-finalist bishop nominees and several other various meetings to plan for
the June convention. There also was an
all-day meeting of explorers for ministry (yes, praise God, more people
offering themselves for ministry) and a
visit to Ascension, Middletown, for
Walter Mycoff’s farewell. What a great
ministry he has had there.
February will not be a walk in the
park. The first week, I fly up and back
the same day to our headquarters in
New York for a meeting regarding
General Convention, and then after a
visitation to St. Philip’s, Columbus,
Mariann and I fly to England for
meeting of the Windsor Reception
Committee. We hope to take a couple
of extra days to visit with Bishop
Anthony Pridis and his wife. You may
remember that a few years ago he was
with us for six weeks. After a one-day
gathering at Procter Camp &
Conference Center with the wardens

and lay leaders of our congregations, I
then fly to Pasadena for a meeting of
the Committee to Nominate our next
Presiding Bishop. A side benefit to
that trip is that the meeting is only a
few miles from the new home of our
daughter, her husband and our only
grandchild. (You can guess where
Mariann will stay). We get back in
time for a visitation to St. James,
Westwood.
Throughout all this time, the normal
meetings, appointments and conferences that are part and parcel of our
busy diocese go on. Some may see this
as exhausting work, but I view it as
exhilarating. One reason is because of
all the great people with whom I am
constant contact. The national press
would have us believe that the people
of our church today are at constant
odds with one another and in perpetual
conflict. Certainly there are those
moments of tension; however, my
experience is that both the people of
our diocese and those in the wider
church are God-fearing, hard-working,
faithful Christians whose first purpose
is to make Jesus known to all they
meet. I count myself fortunate to labor
along side them in the fields of the
Lord. Thank you, people of Southern
Ohio for your witness and support of
me in this ministry.
Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan
of the diocese. Contact him at
614.461.8429 or 800.461.8424 or
bishop_price@episcopal-dso.org.

Love Song: Living a dog’s life
Last fall, my wife and I spent a few
days in Boston, visiting historic sites
and feasting on seafood. We loved the
city, even its ramshackle subway.
Where else can you ride to any destination for one price? Cambridge to the
JFK museum, a buck twenty-five.
Late one afternoon, leaving Trinity
Church, we were crossing Copley
Square when several emergency vehicles converged at the corner. Someone
had fainted. As we passed a fire truck,
Becky, for whom dogs are a magnet,
spotted a Labrador sitting by a window
in the truck, watching the action.
He is Colonel and belongs to a fire
lieutenant. The seat by the window is
his, and he is the first one on the truck
when the alarm goes off. When his master opened the door, Colonel went
straight to where the sick person was
receiving aid, checked things out and,
satisfied that the situation was in hand,
returned. He allowed Becky to pet him,
but only a little bit, and then he went
back to his window. Meeting him took

my thoughts
back many
years
to
another Lab.
For
two
years, I was
canon to the
ordinary in
the Episcopal
Diocese of
L ex i n g t o n .
(Even in the
Episcopal
Church, the
title
took
some explaining. What’s that mean, the
ordinary? The ordinary means the
bishop. Doesn’t sound like it. What’s a
canon? The canon to the ordinary is the
bishop’s assistant. Wouldn’t it be simpler to say bishop’s assistant? Well, yes,
but we’ve always done it the other way
and worn purple cassocks. I don’t think
you could wear a purple cassock as an
assistant. What’s a cassock?).
I worked for Bishop Addison Hosea.
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He was a great teacher and pastor, but
his work habits drove me back to parish
ministry. He was a night owl and often
read far past midnight, sometimes
coming to the office only late in the
afternoon, ready to start work when I
had been working all day and was
ready to go home.
He liked to share things he read. As I
sat by his desk, he passed things over:
“Take a look at this…You’ll find this
interesting…You have to read this right
now.” That’s how I came to read a piece
in The Expository Times written by
Professor John Ferguson of Selly Oak
Colleges in Birmingham, England. It was
about his Lab, and the gist of it was this:
The Lab was named Actis, an old
Greek name for a dog, meaning “sunbeam,” and it suited her honey color
and her sunny disposition. She loved
people. When someone came to the
door she ran to greet them, wagging
her tail and saying, “How nice of you to
come to see me. You don’t seem to have
had a very good wash this morning: let
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me give you one. Excuse me a
moment. I’ve got a super bone. Let me
run and get it so that you can have a
lick and a chew with me.”
The professor wrote that from the time
she was a puppy, Actis scrambled to
meet visitors, saying, “What? Another of
these marvelous human beings! O brave
new world, that has such people in it.”
The writer ended this way: “I learned a
lot from Actis—a lot about what life
ought to be like. You see, sometimes when
there’s a knock at the door or the phone
rings we find ourselves saying, ‘Oh dear!
Who’s that now?’ But everyone, every
single person, enriches our life in some
way. Wouldn’t it be better if we rushed to
the door thinking, ‘Another of these marvelous human beings come to see us?’
Isn’t this something of what Jesus meant
when he told us to love one another?”
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in
the Diocese of Lexington and a former
senior editor of Forward Movement
Publications.

YOUTH

Faith and fun. Friends and fellowship.
It’s Summer Camp 2005 at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. The schedule is set so mark
your calendars for this year’s offerings.
A new focus for the program is viewing
“camp as a staging area,” says Roger Speer,
director of youth ministries for the diocese.
“It’s a place where people can come and
swap ideas to take back to their home parishes, a place where people can learn how to
build up the ministry for youth in their own
congregations.”
A central component of camp is community, a
chance for students to meet other students from around
the diocese. And of course, camp will teach as well.
The curriculum focuses on teaching kids “how to pray, how
to be ministers and how to serve themselves and others,” Speer says.
Another addition to camp: Youth ministers can spend a week at
camp to lend their expertise and pick up ideas from others. (Scholarship money is
available for youth ministers).
Register early to secure your spot at Procter summer camp!

2005 Procter Summer Camps
DATES

PRICE PER SESSION

CAMP

ENTERING GRADES

June 17-19

$50

Young Adult Conference

Ages 18-35

June 20-24

$350

Junior Camp

Grade 6-7

June 27 - July 1 $350

Intermediate Camp

Grades 8-9

July 5-9

$285

Boys and Girls Camp

Grade 4-5

July 5-9

$150

Outdoor Adventure Camp

Grades 8-12

July 11-16

$350

Senior High Camp

Grades 10-12

July 17-23

TBA

Kenyon Summer Conference

All Ages

July 21-24

$215*

Family Camp

All Ages

* Reduced rates apply for children under 5 years old as follows:
Children 0 - 2 = Free
Children 3 - 4 = $100

July 24-30

$300
(Includes transportation,
registration)

Campers
enjoy
fellowship
at Procter
summer
camps.

Young Adult Conference: Offers a variety of worship experiences while building community, making new friends and
providing for Sabbath time away from the daily routine. We
offer physical and spiritual relaxation and renewal and
explore a variety of prayer methods and discussion topics
facing today’s young adult. June 17-19.
Outdoor Adventure Camp: Not for the faint of heart!
Spend five days of camping out, cooking over an open fire,
horseback riding, team building and living in the great outdoors. This camp will focus on working as a team as well
as learning ways to find God in nature. July 5-9.
Family Camp: A long weekend to get the whole family
away for some time to reflect and rest. Age-appropriate
activities and discussion fuel this wonderful way to end the
summer season. Bring your whole family and meet others
from across the diocese! July 21-24.

Calling all counselors!
National Episcopal Youth
Event, Berea College,
Kentucky
Pre-Youth Event, Province V,
Procter

Grades 9-12

SEE PAGE 14 FOR MORE YOUTH NEWS!!
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Are you mission-focused and enthusiastic about helping
kids grow in their faith life? Do you have talents you want
to share with students, grade 4-12? Are you a leader ––
and a listener?
The office of youth ministries of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio is looking for candidates for summer camp counselors for the 2005 season. Position runs full-time from
June 13-July 31. Go online to www.dso-youth.org for more
information. Send resume, three personal references, and
completed application by Feb. 15 to:
Office of Youth Ministry
c/o The Bishop’s Center
125 E Broad St
Columbus, OH 43215

