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HANDS
of

GOD

More than 70 middle school students participated in the Genesis weekend at St. James,
Westwood. The program focused on new beginnings and new ways of looking at God's creations. Here, (left to right) Amie Wright, Lisa Jacob and Megan Murray help create the artwork
that now hangs behind the altar at St. James, Westwood. Photo by Nancy Jacob.

‘Living tradition’
key to vitality
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
The project began as a way to explore the conventional wisdom that
mainline churches were dead – or on life support. What emerged was surprising – even for noted author and self-proclaimed optimist Diana Butler
Bass. After three years of visiting churches across the country, Butler Bass
discovered some mainline churches that were thriving, growing in numbers and in relationship with each other and their communities.
Butler Bass found a common thread among these vibrant congregations: a willingness to embrace ancient traditions with a post-modern twist. These neighborhood churches were transforming themselves, the lives of their members and their surrounding communities.
Of the dozens of churches Butler Bass visited and researched, she
chose 10 to tell this story of renewal and hope in her new book,
Christianity for the Rest of Us: How the Neighborhood Church is
Transforming the Faith.
Church of the Redeemer in Hyde Park is one of the 10 churches.
“Redeemer gave us a great set of opportunities,” said Butler Bass.
“We were very interested in Redeemer's emphasis on discernment,
prayer and theological reflection. They've been doing this for abut 25
years. Of all the churches in our studies, Redeemer was considered a
forerunner. They have an incredible amount of skill when it comes to
asking the question, 'What does Christian practice mean to our lives
as individuals and to our corporate life as a church?'”
Redeemer also afforded Butler Bass the opportunity to research
what happens when a charismatic leader – in this case, the Rev.
Jim Hanisian – leaves. Can the church retain its vibrancy and its

PLEASE SEE REDEEMER, PAGE 6

Perspective: Ford’s legacy offers lesson for Episcopal Church
By birth, he was a product of the Midwest ethics of
tual traits of humility, dignity, lifelong service to
CHERYL
common sense, hard work and integrity. By near provhumanity and the ability to heal through forgiveness.
HECKLER
idential intervention, he was the 38th President of the
Without question, Ford's greatest gift to America was
United States and our restorer of faith in American
the calm dignity, personal modesty and solid reputation
democracy itself. By self-proclamation, he was a famfor moral decision-making he took into the White House
ily man, a Republican, a Michigan grad and an
in the midst of the political turmoil marking the end of
Episcopalian.
Watergate.
And if we Episcopalians throughout the United
In a traditional Episcopal service at the National
States follow the model of Gerald R. Ford, our curCathedral on Jan. 2, the former president was rememrent tale of discord and possible schism could be
bered as a Christian whose life reflected the Beatitudes'
transformed into a parable of reconciliation and
themes of steadfast service and mercy. He also was a
applied grace.
lifelong churchgoer who, in recent months, was hoping
Ford's passing is an opportunity for all of us to put
for reconciliation within his own denomination.
down the placards, the angry letters and bitter exchanges over
The Rev. Robert Certain, the Fords' pastor at their home
human sexuality and the role of women within the church. It is church at St. Margaret's Episcopal Church in Palm Springs,
an opportunity for us to “reach across the aisle” so to speak and California (and a nominee for IX Bishop of Southern Ohio), told
deliberately cultivate healing with our opponents using the very the dignitaries gathered that Ford worried over the possible split
same characteristics Ford reflected throughout his life.
of the Episcopal Church in the United States over issues of
From St. Margaret's Episcopal Church in Palm Desert, human sexuality and the role of women.
California, to the Washington National Cathedral, Ford was
remembered in early January as a man who possessed the spiriPLEASE SEE FORD, PAGE 2

REFLECTIONS

From the Bishop-Elect
It's mid-January. Margaret and I are
packing for our trip to a four-day conference offered every year for new
bishops and bishops-elect and their
spouses, where we will meet our new
cohorts and have a chance to share the
transition we are all undergoing. We'll
be gathering at the Diocese of
Louisiana's Solomon Conference
Center, about an hour north of New
Orleans, in the midst of piney woods
and swamps. I'm looking forward to
making new friends, slowing down
and gaining some wisdom. But I mostly look forward to a welcome breather
from leave-taking and arrival, from
saying goodbye to Princeton
University and saying hello to the diocese of Southern Ohio. It will be good
to suspend all that for a few days.
I have my misgivings about this trip,
too. Mostly, these center on the day and
night the group is going to spend in New
Orleans. The news reports from New
Orleans paint a grim picture: crime is up,
and the citizens of that great city are not
feeling cared for by the rest of us. Just
the other day, a staff member at the
Office of Religious Life who owns a
family home off Magazine Street told
me that her neighbors to the right and left
had finally given up and moved away,
leaving their houses empty and unsold.
Part of me wants to see all this firsthand. I haven't been to New Orleans
since Katrina, but what happened there
loomed large at Princeton as it did on
campuses all across the country. We
sent a lot of students there over the last
year and a half and hosted undergraduates and faculty from Tulane University
during the semester it took for them to
get up and running again. We had guest
preachers come and tell us what it was
like to minister in the midst of meltdown, and our chapel rocked with more
than one boisterous student-run benefit
concert to raise money for emergency
relief. But I never went to New Orleans
myself. Now is my chance.
But do I really have to add postKatrina New Orleans to the list of
things to take in when so much else is
up in the air?

I've
been
thinking a lot
about my first
visit to New
Orleans, many
years ago. I was
in my first year
as a high school
chaplain, and
the National
Association of
Episcopal
Schools was
holding
its
annual meeting at a grand old hotel in
the French Quarter. There were all
kinds of workshops to attract an inexperienced school chaplain, but the
main draw for me was the keynote
speaker, Madeleine L'Engle.
I couldn't believe I had the chance to
see and hear Madeleine L'Engle in person. She is an Episcopalian and highly
regarded as the author of many children's adventure novels about God and
humankind. But I revered her chiefly
for A Wrinkle in Time, which I first
read when I was in the sixth grade.
This book shaped my life. It's about
two teenagers and a tag-along child
prodigy who travel through space to rescue the heroine's physicist father from a
totalitarian leader who exercises control
through the power of a cold, passionless
hate. Meg's challenge is to overcome
this evil tyrant (depicted by L'Engle as a
huge, disembodied brain), by loving
him. It is the power of her love that frees
her father. When I was a young adult,
this book's witness to the primacy of
love at the heart of all things, and the
close connection of this love to true
freedom, rose up and steadied me. Since
then, my own experience has corroborated what L'Engle put in story form:
love is the only thing that is real. So you
can imagine how exciting it was for me
to hear Madeleine L'Engle in person –
especially as she was going to be talking
about the genesis of A Wrinkle in Time.
But there was one problem. I had a
friend who had been working for the
Bishop of Alaska, and who had hosted
L'Engle when she was visiting Native

THE REV. TOM
BREIDENTHAL

American churches there. L'Engle had
lost her glasses case, and Jane had crossstitched a replacement and sent it to her.
When Jane found out I was going to
New Orleans, and that Madeleine
L'Engle would be there, she charged me
to give the author her greeting. I agreed,
and then instantly wished I hadn't. I hate
the idea of foisting myself on famous
people and have never tried to get an
autograph in my life. Worse yet, I was
supposed to presume on Jane's personal
acquaintance with L'Engle. What if she
didn't remember Jane? Worst of all, I
would be putting my own admiration
for this author on the line. What if she
was dismissive?
But a promise is a promise. After the
keynote speech, I stood in line with a
hundred other school chaplains waiting
for a word with the speaker. Finally it
was my turn. No sooner had I mentioned my friend's name than Madeleine
L'Engle drew out of her pocket a glasses case and said, “This is what Jane
made for me. I use it every day.”
I walked out into the city with a feeling of overwhelming gratitude.
L'Engle's availability and trustworthiness made God's presence and faithfulness real for me all over again.
As I walked out into the city, that
presence was all around me. I remember the old man playing his delicious
saxophone on the quayside – no instrument case open for money, no advertisement for a show or a restaurant
nearby, but just playing to play, or to
practice, or to woo. And the old Roman
Catholic cathedral, dotted with worshipers praying before the noon mass.
And the restaurants, crowded and loud.
So now here I come full circle, about
to see the same city sadly depleted,
desolate, like Nehemiah's Jerusalem,
struggling to build itself back. But
surely this doesn't negate what I
learned and re-learned in New Orleans
twenty years ago. Rather, it provides
me with the opportunity to try it out.
We cannot know the love at the heart of
everything – which is to say, we cannot
know the power of Jesus Christ –
unless we risk giving our hearts over to

one another. But if we do take that risk,
God will continually afford us occasions for gratitude and joy.
What does it mean for me to give
my heart over at this juncture? It
means, first of all, that I must not elude
the messiness of leave-taking. I usually like to think of closure as a process
of tidying-up, so that one leaves a
place or a life behind with no loose
ends. But it's just the opposite. Saying
goodbye forces us to come to terms
with the fact that nothing is ever really
over and done with. Distance does not
sever our connection with one another;
it simply alters the way it works upon
us. This can be frustrating, if what we
want is for one set of tasks to be finished before another set is taken up.
But it's truly good news, if it means all
our unfinished business is still in play,
ready to be transformed by grace.
It also means that arrival in a new
place is never an acceleration from a
standstill. We are always already connected to one another in ways we cannot
anticipate, and God has already prepared
the ways in which we will be confirmations for one another of God's challenge
and God's love. No one can predict how
this will unfold: beginnings are as complex and messy and full of surprises as
endings. Indeed, no beginning is ever
just that. It is always a new twist in an
adventure that is far from over.
So here's how I hope I will leave my
job at Princeton University: not trying
to tidy things up, but giving thanks for
the living and still-developing connections that I will carry with me into the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. The same
goes for how I want to greet my new
community. I want to be fully aware of
the work-in-progress I am entering into,
the rich, ongoing, unfinished business
all of us are or will be part of, which no
one but God can understand in its fullness and which will surely resist all our
efforts to keep it neat and clean.
The Rev. Tom Breidenthal is
the bishop-elect of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. Contact him at
bishop_elect@episcopal-dso.org.

President Ford’s legacy: reconciliation, hope
FROM PAGE 1
“He said he did not think these issues should be divisive for anyone who loved
the great commandment and the great commission,” Certain said. “He asked me
to do all I could for reconciliation within the church.”
Ford's nature and achievements give us a rich tool chest to explore in resolving
our current crisis. This particular Episcopalian – a man who knew something
about averting meltdowns, extending the olive branch and offering the first words
of reconciliation – spent his final months worrying about the future of our denomination.
If we can follow his model of staying calm while staying engaged during the
hard moments and maintaining dignity and integrity even in those moments when
we stand alone in our views within the larger group discussion about gay clergy
and women in leadership, we have done a mighty fine thing indeed.
If we can emulate his best service to our nation in seeing past Watergate and
focusing instead on the greater goal of a restored democracy, we ourselves could
see past our current crisis to gaze instead on a fresco celebrating the history, beauty and potential of our communion of faith.
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Christ's transformational moment on the cross was also his most painful. Ford's
darkest days in the White House – when he was holding democracy together as
Watergate threatened to destroy it – produced his greatest gift to America. The
painful, difficult schism which looms in earnest over our heads can offer us the
same transformation.
Let us honor our brother in Christ, reduce the tensions in our denomination and
experience peace in other areas of our individual lives by seeking…
■ Forgiveness and the essence of forgiveness.
■ Reconciliation and the essence of reconciliation.
■ Dignity and the essence of dignity.
■ Humility and the essence of humility.
A member of Holy Trinity, Oxford, Cheryl Heckler is an assistant professor of journalism at Miami University and a correspondent for Ecumenical News International,
the wire service of the World Council of churches in Geneva, Switzerland.
She flew to Washington to cover President Ford's funeral and wrote this perspective
for Interchange. You can contact her at hecklec@muohio.edu.
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Here am I Lord: send me!
“Here Am I Lord, Send Me” could well be the
THE RT. REV. of people in our Southern Ohio Lay Leadership
slogan of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Our dioInitiative, in EFM (Education For Ministry) study
KENNETH L. groups and the more than 100 people who came to
cese has more people seeking to explore ordination
PRICE JR.
as a deacon or priest than any other diocese. In a
the recent Magnetic Church Conference on church
time when much of what we read is about people
growth, and that makes for a huge group of people
seeking to leave the church (clergy and laity alike),
who are stepping forward to say, “Take me, Mold me,
we are experiencing just the opposite here in
Use me, Send me, O Lord!
Southern Ohio.
This positive, “can do” attitude is also being
The first week of January is traditionally a time
reflected on the congregational level. Recently I viswhen we call all those preparing for ordination in
ited St. John's, Lancaster, for confirmation. This conthe church together for a formation retreat. For our
gregation recently developed a statement of faith that
seminary seniors, and for those in the third year of
they are publishing and setting forth to the communithe School for the Diaconate, it is a time of examity. It is positive, clear, solid, orthodox and faith-drivnation. Ordination exams are administered, evaluaen. It truly represents who this congregation is as part
tions given and sermons preached, and when all
of the Body of Christ. On that Sunday morning, the
depart on Saturday, they do so knowing what the
adult class was lively, the church was full, there were
recommendation to the Commission on Ministry
youth and newcomers, and there was an overwhelmand Standing Committee will be regarding their ordination. ingly positive spirit. I am finding a similar scenario in congreThis year, we are recommending four to be ordained priests, gation after congregation.
and four to be made deacons.
Why, in what many ascertain is a time of uncertainty in the
These exams take place at Procter. At the same time, we also church, are so many people offering themselves for ministry?
invite all of our seminary juniors (first year) and middlers (sec- Why, when some dioceses have congregations leaving, are our
ond year) and the first- and second-year students in our deacons congregations thriving? The answer is not complicated. Here in
school to join in a formation retreat. This is a time for them to Southern Ohio, we are using the infinite spiritual and emotionpray for their peers who are taking the exams, to receive al energy that God has given us to seek to serve and represent
required mandatory training in areas outlined by the canons, to Jesus Christ, not to bicker over the way we live out our imperhear from recent graduates on how they are finding ministry in fect lives. This month, our new bishop-elect has come among
the field and to share in fellowship, study (this year, an essay by us, and I predict that it will not take him long to discover the
Archbishop Rowan Williams), discussion and prayer. Since our positive spirit that is an earmark of our diocese. Oh sure, we
students are in seminaries all across the county, it is the one time have our disagreements – we always will – but we seem to be
they are all together. Not everyone could be there this year, but able to handle them in love. And then, in the end, when the call
we still had 37 in attendance.
goes forth for service, we step up with hands raised and hearts
Then, two weeks later, we had our annual “Explorers” con- full.
ference. This is the time when those seeking to enter into disGod is good, God is very, very good. There is not a day that
cernment about ordination come to hear about the process and goes by that I do not thank God that I am part of the Diocese of
to receive instruction of how to meet with a local support group Southern Ohio.
to explore this option. This year, we had 22 people attend along
with their clergy and lay support group.
Bishop Price serves as bishop in Southern Ohio.
Total up those numbers and then add to this the large group
Contact him at bishop_price@episcopal-dso.org.

Consecration news:
Gifts for the bishop-elect
April 28 will be a historic day for Southern Ohio. On that day, the Rev. Dr.
Thomas Breidenthal will be ordained and consecrated as the IX Bishop
Diocesan of Southern Ohio. The service is at Mershon Auditorium on the Ohio
State University Campus in Columbus, followed by his formal installation at
Christ Church Cathedral in Cincinnati on May 12. Both promise to be gala
affairs.
When a new bishop is consecrated, it is traditional to present him or her with
symbols of the episcopal office. In this case, and after consultation with the
Bishop-elect, it seems to be most appropriate for the people of our diocese to
present Dr. Breidenthal with his episcopal ring and crozier. The Standing
Committee and Consecration Committee have asked Bishop Price to head up a
drive to raise funds for these gifts. They should be from the people, not purchased from diocesan funds. Should more money be collected than needed, then,
then the people of the diocese would be able to also present him with some of his
episcopal vestments as well. Often these are the gift of the parish church from which
the bishop-elect comes, but since Dr. Breidenthal is not coming from a parish church,
it would be helpful if Southern Ohio could supply some of these as well.
Bishop Price has written to all the clergy and asked them to join him in contributing to the
purchase of the ring. In addition, he has asked the clergy to invite the laity of their congregations to contribute toward the crozier and any vestments that can be supplied. That way everyone in the diocese can have a concrete way to share in this happy event.
Contributions in any amount may be mailed to Patricia Hassel at 412 Sycamore St.,
Cincinnati, 45202. The check and the envelope should be marked: “episcopal gifts.”
Information about ticketing and the consecration and installation services will be printed in
the March Interchange.
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MountainTop experiences

Congregations to celebrate
Appalachian Sunday
BY MICHAEL MALONEY
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
On the Last Sunday of Epiphany – Feb. 18, congregations throughout the diocese
will once again observe Appalachian Sunday. This observance, authorized by the
2005 diocesan convention, draws attention to the reality that a large part of Southern
Ohio's geography is in the Appalachian region. At least two million people in
Southern Ohio have Appalachian roots. The Episcopal Appalachian Ministries
Committee, chaired by the Rev. Katharin Foster, has prepared bulletin inserts and
liturgical resources to help mark Appalachian Sunday.
The bulletin inserts draw attention to Appalachia in all its complexity: rural and
urban, rich and poor, flourishing communities and those that badly need help with
community development. And the inserts draw attention to the rich spiritual and cultural heritage of Appalachian people. Practical examples of how Episcopal churches are responding to Appalachian community needs also are featured in the
Appalachian Sunday resources. These resources are posted on the diocese's website, www.episcopal-dso.org, and were sent to each congregation by regular mail.
To get a copy, call Michael Maloney at 513.531.8799 or e-mail meamon@aol.com.
Right: Deacon Carol Callahan offers the chalice to one of the musicians at the 2006
Mountain Grace conference, which explores the opportunities and challenges of ministry
in Appalachia.

Hollenbaugh remembered: supporter of Appalachian ministry
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Lovers of Appalachia grieved in
December at the death of the Ven.
Morris
Hollenbaugh,
retired
Archdeacon of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. Appalachian culture
was not his by birth, but he became one
of the fiercest and most resourceful
champions of the dignity and worth of
Appalachian people, especially those
living in the urban diaspora.
"The Rev. Pierce Klemmt said in his
elegy that Morry's style of operation
was explained by the fact that he was a
bombadier and tail gunner in World
War II, and went right to the heart of
things. He didn't mind speaking the
truth!" says Michael Maloney, president of the Episcopal Appalachian
Ministries (EAM) board.
Many in Southern Ohio still remember proudly Hollenbaugh's swift
response when he learned of a parade
planned in Cincinnati with a float
mocking the stereotypical hillbilly. It
featured an outhouse and barefoot men
in overalls. "Morry put on full clericals
and sped down to Cincinnati to join
forces with the Urban Appalachian
Council in a street protest," Maloney
recalls. "He put the prestige of the
Episcopal Church at the service of
UAC and put an end to this indignity."
Maloney worked closely with
Hollenbaugh from the time he served as
rector of Trinity Church in Hamilton,
throughout his tenure as archdeacon to
Bishop William Grant Black.

"Morry's service at Trinity was the "The broad vision for Appalachian
beginning of his interest in Appalachian ministry had been in place for a while,
ministry," Maloney continues. "He felt but it really began to flower with
there was something missing from his Morry 's talent for following through analysis of the community and how it the nitty-gritty. The parish obtained a
worked. When he came in contact with frame house for HAPSO next to
APSO [the Appalachian People's
Trinity, and it became a true
Service Organization, as
Appalachian center. This was
EAM was then called] and
not just a ministry project:
found out that Hamilton
it also began the integrawas
heavily
tion of Appalachians
Appalachian,
that
into that congregation.
made things click.
"That
really
His response was to
caught my eye. A
found an urban minsignificant number
istry – Hamilton
of
Appalachians
Appalachian People
joined the parish,
S e r v i c e ' s
many coming from
Organization – that
Baptist, Pentecostal,
became a model for the
evangelical
backentire country.
grounds. I remember
It was a response to the
their remarks about it: we
needs of the Appalachian The Ven. Morris are accustomed, they said, to
Hollenbaugh
community, but special
a loosely structured worship
because it was an empowerment pro- service but a very structured society
gram run by Appalachians.
with rigid class barriers. At Trinity
"HAPSO did two things," Maloney we have the opposite: a highly struccontinues. "It was a source of pride and tured worship service but very open
identity for the Appalachian communi- fellowship."
ty, and it served hundreds of needy
Hollenbaugh also led the charge to
families in very creative ways. If some- address poverty among urban
one needed a mattress, they would find Appalachians throughout the region.
a mattress. If a family needed help This began with listening to the people
moving, people at HAPSO would find in a series of local conferences. The
a truck for the day. It was not a bureau- work extended to the whole region and
cracy: it was a people-responsive organization provided consultation
organization with its actions coming from Indianapolis to Baltimore and
from the heart."
from Atlanta to Cleveland.
"HAPSO was a typical Hollenbaugh
“One of our programs in Charlotte,
type of project," says Bishop Black. North Carolina, transformed an entire
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neighborhood through a really active
Habitat program restoring decent housing to people displaced by downtown
urban renewal,” said Maloney. “The
priest in the Urban APSO program led
this initiative.
Many other programs spearheaded
by Urban APSO continue to benefit the
communities of our diocese, including
GED programs like the William and
June Black Literacy Center in
Cincinnati and the Franklinton
Learning Center at St. John's
Columbus.
"The Church as a whole and the
Diocese of Southern Ohio lost a giant
when the Ven. Morris Hollenbaugh
entered into God's nearer presence,"
says Bishop Kenneth Price of Southern
Ohio,
another
champion
of
Appalachian ministry. "Archdeacon
Hollenbaugh began his ministry with
Bishop Blanchard and then served in
one capacity or another with five different bishops in this diocese. His
influence was felt in many areas of the
diocese. He is still remembered and
quoted by the Episcopal Appalachian
Committee, which continues to be one
of the best in the church, largely
because of his early leadership. Even in
his later years, this bishop called upon
his wise counsel and did not hesitate to
seek his advice when needed. He will
be sorely missed by family, friends and
a very grateful diocese. His work will
live on long after him. May God's
blessing be with his family as we say
good-bye to one of God's best and
brightest priests."

NEWS

a letter from Mexico

By the Rev. Susan P. Mills | Interchange contributor

[Coatepec, Veracruz]: In just a few months so much has hap- population of about 600,000 people, only about 1,000 of us are
North Americans. An even smaller group of us are practicing
pened. The adventure continues.
In early December, I went into Xalapa to register for the nation- Christians, and the number of people who are aware that there is
al health coverage. Medicare and supplements to Medicare are not an alternative to the Church of Rome or to the evangelical
available in Mexico, but it is possible for foreigners to participate in Protestants is minuscule. News of the English congregation is
spreading by word of mouth. I will be placing posters in
the Mexican national insurance. You need copies of your
some of the areas of the University of Veracruz so that forpassport, visa and birth certificate, as well as two small
eign students can be aware of our congregation.
photos. After completing a form listing previous medical
I met a large group of North Americans at a Christmas
conditions, paying the $300 per year fee (in cash) at the
party. One woman has lived in Mexico for more than 50
bank next to the government office, and having copies
years. Others have moved here more recently, some because
made of the bank's receipt, the office personnel issue an
they prefer the Xalapa climate, others because pensions go
official card. This card will cover emergencies and clinic visfarther here than they do in the US.
its for one year. After the first year, other illnesses will be
I also took a two-week intensive course in Spanish in
covered. When you consider that a visit to the emergency
Xalapa. The course is under the auspices of the University
room in the USA can cost thousands of dollars, the $300
Susan Mills
of Veracruz's School for Foreign Students. The course
yearly investment makes sense.
should help me increase my conversational ability, as well
Compared with the costs of health care in the United
States, medical costs here are more than reasonable. Recently I as to improve my listening skills. I have to speak Spanish every
visited a dermatologist who recommended a biopsy. The consul- day with friends and neighbors, but there are many times when I
tation and the surgery cost about $150. I was responsible for simply do not have the vocabulary to express myself. For examdelivering the skin sample to the lab for analysis, the cost of ple, at a New Year's Day Open House I gave, I wanted to help the
which was $60 (plus $2.50 for the taxi). An office visit to an guests with their coats but did not know the word (abrigo). I needinternist in November was $30. The doctors in Xalapa are well- ed help to be helpful. Also, I've been invited to preach on occasion
trained and thorough in their examinations. These low prices at the Anglican Church of St. Mary the Virgin in Xalapa. I would
ensure that, barring major surgery, I should be able to enjoy love to have the vocabulary to express myself well.
So far as listening goes, I can understand the language relatively
excellent health care despite my rather small pension. Many
Mexicans, however, do not earn enough money to pay for nation- well when people speak slowly. In person, understanding is not
al health insurance and must rely on low-cost clinics and/or the nearly so hard as trying to understand people on the telephone. I
have a new friend who lives nearby who has offered to help whenlocal pharmacist for their care.
My next task is to register as a resident of Coatepec. Once I have ever I need to make a phone call. She lived for a while in England
that stamp of approval, I can go to Xalapa to yet another govern- and knows how difficult telephoning can be. I am grateful for the
ment office to get a card that certifies that I am really old. With the help. Just this morning, I had to call the gas company to order a
"old people's card," I can get half-price rates at the movies – and tank of propane but couldn't understand the operator. Fortunately,
on the inter-city buses. Prices to take the wonderful buses are Juan the gardener was here and could place the order.
Life here continues to be a joy. I have met some wonderful new
already low, but to be able to buy the tickets for half-price is a real
friends, Mexicans as well as "gringos" and have company for symbonus. It's like a Golden Buckeye card, only better.
Our little English congregation is growing. In early phony concerts, movies and shopping. My new friends have also
January, there were 10 of us, including Bishop Benito advised me about where to find the best dry cleaner, who can make
Juarez Martinez and his wife, Angelica. The members of our a wrought iron bed, who can fix broken appliances and how to find
congregation include a Methodist, a Baptist, a Presbyterian, an Italian restaurant in Coatepec (there's also a Japanese restaua "non-denominational" woman and one long-time rant here).
I am happy I made the move.
Episcopalian who has been a lay eucharistic minister and
Please continue to pray for our English congregation, for our
lector in her former congregation. Most Sundays, two
Mexican youngsters also have attended. Che and Rafael are Bishop, Benito, and for all the clergy and people of La Iglesia
Anglican de Mexico.
two young brothers who help walk the dog.
Compared with some of the communities, such as San Miguel de
The Rev. Susan P. Mills retired in the summer of 2006 as rector
Allende, Ajicic and the Lake Chapala area, to which North
of St. Andrew's, Dayton. Contact her at susanm45406@juno.com
Americans flock, there are few "gringos" in the Xalapa area. In a

Parents get a break, thanks to St. Paul’s
St. Paul's, Chillicothe, hosted its first-ever Parents' Day Out event for the Ross
County community in December. With help from a grant from the Diocesan
Evangelism Commission, the church opened its doors to 20 children from the local
community to enjoy crafts, music, games and food while their parents went out on the
town for a much needed break!
During the event, the children participated in
an indoor "snowball fight," had their faces painted by our artist-in-residence, sang Christmas carols, created balloon rockets and made several different crafts, including reindeer necklaces, angel
ornaments and bejeweled icicles. The group also
enjoyed a warm and nutritious lunch provided by
the ladies of the St. Anne's Guild.
Though tired at the end of the day -- and covered in glitter and glue, the volunteers of the
church were delighted with the event.
“It was such a joy to see the children running around and playing,” said volunteer
Ginny Badger. The greatest measure of the event's success, confided a parent, was that
“When I got home after picking up the children, my oldest son asked me if we were
going to go back to church next Saturday for games and crafts!”
Drawing a diverse group from the Ross County area, the church was able to provide
an event that benefited those with the most need in the community. The congregation
is excited about putting on this event again in the future.

– The Rev. Kiah Webster, priest-in-charge, St. Paul's, Chillicothe
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Kids had a great time at St. Paul's, Chillicothe, while parents got some time to
Christmas shop or even go on a date!

NEWS
“My dream is that mainliners will see that we might not actually be on the Titanic. That we might be on the Mayflower, that maybe we're a
boatful of pilgrims that got blown off course. I hope that people can see that we're on a different kind of journey and that we might be able to
go in a different direction. We're changing, but that doesn't mean we're dying.” ~ Diana Butler Bass, author of Christianity for the Rest of Us

Ancient traditions breath new life, presence of God
FROM PAGE 1
commitment to prayer and discernment?
With Redeemer, the answer was yes. When the
Rev. Bruce Freeman arrived at Redeemer in 2004, he
had to learn “Redeemer-speak” and some of the practices of the church. He also brought some of his own
passions, including that of social justice. The congregation retained their practices – and adopted new
ones under Freeman's leadership.
“We were able to see that these Christian practices
had become the work of the whole community, not
just the work of one charismatic individual,” said
Butler Bass.
Redeemer popped on to the radar screen of Butler
Bass through a fortunate coincidence. Her research
assistant, Joseph Stewart-Sicking, grew up in the
congregation. Butler Bass said they debated long and
hard about whether that connection would undermine
the research but decided in the end that Redeemer's
experiences offered an important perspective.
Butler Bass is quick to point out that the 10 churches highlighted in the book aren't the 10 best churches
in the United States.
“We didn't pick these churches because they're the
best. We picked them because they were good
churches with good stories to tell and to teach the rest
of us,” she said. “This is not about the perfect church
but really about practicing churches.”
Folks at Redeemer emphasize the same point – and
said repeatedly in interviews that they hope no one
sees their inclusion in the book as an attempt to put
themselves on a pedestal.
“We're blessed,” said Linda Thomson, a member
of Redeemer who served on the vestry in the 1990s
and was interviewed by Butler Bass. “I'm not saying
we have all the answers or the secrets. This is what
has worked for us.”
Redeemer is one of the largest churches in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio, with an average Sunday
attendance of 350 and membership at about 1,350.
Their annual budget, which includes a preschool, is
$1.3 million. They have three full-time priests, one
half-time priest and a deacon, as well as a host of lay
staff. They're located in a wealthy suburb of
Cincinnati with neighborhoods full of doctors and
lawyers and business executives.
“We've been lucky based on geography and
resources,” said Freeman, rector of Redeemer.
“Because of that, we have even more responsibility
to share this wealth of money and talent with the
community and to answer the needs of the community. We always face the danger of becoming an
enclave of privilege.”
At the same time, Redeemer has intentionally
adopted ancient traditions of prayer, discernment and
hospitality, making those the core identity of the congregation.
In the 1990s, Hanisian led Redeemer on a journey.
Vestry members became the “visioners” instead of
hands-on managers. They began every meeting with
questions such as, “Where do you see God in your
ministry? Where do you see God in this church?
What can we do to support you in your ministry?”
It wasn't easy at first, Thomson conceded. Not everyone was comfortable with the conversations. Frankly,
not everyone was comfortable talking about their faith
in such an open, public way. It took a lot of practice.
“That's where I found God,” Thomson said. “In the
stories people would tell, I would see God in a new
way. People felt listened to. They felt heard.”
Those conversations sometimes gave birth to new
ministries in the church. Other times, when people

The new narthex at Church of the Redeemer encourages
hospitality with space for 300 to gather and share in
fellowship.

About the book
Christianity for the Rest of Us: How the
Neighborhood Church is Transforming the Faith
Diana Butler Bass
$23.95 (hardcover)
Published by Harper San Francisco
Named by Publishers Weekly as one of the 100
best books of 2006
stopped seeing God in the ministry, it gave permission to let a program die – or to let someone step
down after years of chairing an event. The conversations gave people permission to say yes – and no,
Thomson said.
“We know we're blessed with a lot of people, and
that sometimes smaller churches can't afford for people to say no. So I'm not trying to be glib about this.
I mean, we're just like anybody else. Sometimes we
have good programs, good ministries, waiting to happen, and they don't, because no one steps forward, no
one feels called,” Thomson said.
At the same time, Butler Bass argues in her book
that the lessons of these churches can be applied to
congregations in any size and in any place.
“Congregations who practice hospitality – not just
in a phoney way – but in a real, sincere way, will be
stronger,” said Butler Bass.
The rich traditions of the Episcopal Church offer
an amazing gift, she said, so long as they're not
viewed as “a frozen entity that has to be protected
from the onslaught of the world but rather seen as a
living faith that can exercise its beauty in a variety of
ways and cultural conditions.”
That may mean using the ancient traditions of
Celtic worship in a new, post-modern way. Another
example is a congregation that relies upon the centuries-old Ignatian way of life as a guide for its decisions and practices today – without the Ignatian prac-
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tice of renouncing the world and withdrawing to a
monastery. Each of the churches Butler Bass
researched uncovered what worked for them, for
their cultural context and community.
“What we're finding is that people are searching,”
said Freeman. “We're receiving refugees from nondenominational churches because people are searching for ancient traditions that breathe in the presence
of God.”
Discernment is critical to the church's ethos, and
discerning God's will requires diverse voices in the
conversation, Freeman said.
On the Sunday before the presidential election in
2004 – in a state just about split 50-50 red versus
blue, Freeman preached about the importance of
diversity in conversation. “We cannot be ourselves
without each other,” Freeman said, echoing a hallmark of Archbishop Desmond Tutu's theology of “I
cannot be without you.”
Freeman said, “If there isn't a dialogue or a diversity of opinion in this worshipping community, then
we can't be who we are meant to be.”
Between the time Freeman accepted the call to be
rector at Redeemer and his first Sunday, Redeemer
received a bequest of more than $10 million. After
nearly four years of discernment about how the money
should be spent, the leadership decided that every dollar not earmarked for building or facilities would go to
outreach. Depending on the market and maintenance
costs, that amount should be between $25,000 and
$100,000 every year, Freeman said.
When Redeemer renovated and built onto its facilities during the past five years, much of the work centered on ways to make the building more hospitable.
The front of the church now sits on the corner of a
city block. The expanded narthex can fit 300 people,
making it a gathering place for the congregation.
The church added a second 10 a.m. service in its
brand-new fellowship hall, with a more informal,
inter-generational approach. The 5 p.m. service during Lent will be Celtic-style worship.
Being a part of Butler Bass' book is an honor,
Freeman said. He's thrilled for the encouragement and
affirmation it gives the congregation and their commitment to claiming ancient practices in a modern
context. But there's more work to be done, he said.
”I hope they see these words as a challenge to continue to be the church that's portrayed in the book,”
Freeman said.
Beyond Redeemer, Freeman said he hopes the
book is an inspiration to Episcopal churches throughout the country.
“We have a place at the table of the conversation as
mainline Christians, and we have something dynamic and life-giving to offer,” Freeman said. “We ought
to claim our historical inheritance and realize that we
have something absolutely essential to say to modern
America: That it is possible to be a Christian, to be of
profound faith and to honor differences.”
Butler Bass' desire for the book: that it gives hope.
“My greatest passion is that so many mainline churches are completely in despair. I've walked into rooms of
mainline ministers, and they're all so depressed. They
hear nothing but bad news. They're getting heaped on by
the media or sometimes their own denominations,” said
Butler Bass. “My dream is that mainliners will see that
we might not actually be on the Titanic. That we might
be on the Mayflower, that maybe we're a boatful of pilgrims that got blown off course. I hope that people can
see that we're on a different kind of journey and that we
might be able to go in a different direction.
“We're changing, but that doesn't mean we're
dying.”

NEWS

Donations top $120K

Board approves ECSF 2007 grants budget
At the conclusion of his convention
address in November, Bishop Ken
Price announced that major donors had
pledged to match up to $30,000 in yearend gifts to the Episcopal Community
Services Foundation, with all the
money earmarked for 2007 grants for
community ministry by the churches of
this diocese. This challenge inspired a
tremendous outpouring of generosity at
the end of 2006, lifting the annual fund
total to more than $120,000. At its Jan.
13 meeting, the ECSF board joyfully
approved a 2007 grants budget of
$115,500, a 32% increase over last
year's grants budget of $87,250.
Because of the success of the winter
fund drive, the board designated additional grant funds that can be applied
for by churches who have started new
ministries after last September's deadline for 2007 grant applications.
"This is the first time in ECSF's history that annual fund giving has passed
the $100,000 mark, a goal we have been
working towards for years," says ECSF
executive director Ariel Miller. "The
first few months of contributions raised
in 2006 went into grants to churches last
year, but the success of the year-end
challenge enabled ECSF to start 2007
with a tremendous jump start for ministry support in the new year.
"We are so grateful to the scores of
congregations and hundreds of individuals who responded to Bishop Price's
challenge," she added. "Your gifts have
made ECSF a major diocesan funding
resource to aid social justice ministry
by the churches of this diocese. This is
exactly why Bishop Thompson created
it as an independent charity: to gather
the voluntary contributions, ideas and
energies of Episcopalians and to help
us work together to be more effective
in responding to human need in our
communities."

New ministry grants available
ECSF grants will aid
several empowerment
ministries in 2007.
Here, a job seeker
plans her strategy in a
class at Jobs and
More, a ministry aided
by Christ Church in
Springfield, a city with
high unemployment.

Grants will go to 41 ministries sponsored by 33 congregations. Many grants
are going to longstanding emergency
assistance programs such the food pantries
at St. James, Piqua, as well as Interfaith
Hospitality
Networks
involving
Episcopalians in sheltering homeless families in Xenia, Springfield and Cincinnati.
Other grants support programs designed
to lift people out of poverty, such as GED
classes supported by Episcopalians in
Columbus and Cincinnati.
The ECSF board received 33% more
grant applications for 2007 than for last
year. Several innovative ministries
won first-time funding. These include
Ministry for Community in London,
Ohio, an ecumenical partnership that
identifies unmet needs in the county
and spearheads effective collaborative
responses. Several members of Trinity,
London, are leaders in this initiative.
Ministry for Community has already
developed a free health clinic for those

without health insurance, mentoring
for girls, and Peaceful Partners, a
supervised safe meeting place for
divorced or estranged parents to transfer children in shared custody.
Only Episcopal congregations in this
diocese are eligible to apply for ECSF
grants. To qualify, an applicant church
must show significant commitment of
its own people, in-kind resources,
and/or funds to the ministry. It also must
show that the program is a cost-effective
response to a well-documented local
need, strengthening rather than duplicating other community programs.
Applications are accepted once a year in
September. ECSF trustees and other
volunteers with social service expertise
evaluate the applications and make recommendations to the ECSF board,
which approves the annual grants budget after the conclusion of the fall fund
drive.
Grants are sent out in quarterly install-

The ECSF board has set aside up to
$15,000 to assist churches with new community ministries in 2007. Applications
must be received by March 1, using the
normal ECSF grant application form, and
will lead to a prompt site visit and decision
by the board. Typical ECSF grants are in the
range of $2,000-$3,000 and that is likely
to be true of this funding as well, though
each proposal will be considered on its
merits.
ECSF accepts regular grant requests only
once a year, due Sept. 15 for funding in the
following year. This new ministry fund was
designated by the ECSF board at its Jan. 13
meeting in response to a number of requests
from churches who are launching excellent
responses to well-documented needs. The
board set these criteria: Mid-year grants
shall be reserved for new or start-up ministries whose inception has occurred after
the fall grant deadline. Existing ministries that
failed to meet the fall deadline will not be
considered in the mid-year process but are
welcome to apply in September as part of
the regular grants cycle.
Please contact ECSF Executive Director Ariel
Miller immediately if you'd like to apply for
one of these grants. The board requests
that each project should be matched with
two board sponsors, though that is no guarantee of funding.
Download the application form at
Applicants www.episcopal-dso.org under
"Programs/Ministries" on the main menu
(choose ECSF) or by contacting Ariel Miller
at 513.221.0547 or ecsf@eos.net.

ments beginning in March. For a thumbnail sketch of each funded ministry, visit
ECSF on the diocesan website,
www.episocpal-dso.org, and click on
"Programs/Ministries" link in the Main
Menu on the left. You can read also the
names of the major donors who established the Challenge Fund, as well as the
2006 supporting congregations. All donors
will be recognized in the 2005-2006 ECSF
report to be published this spring.

Leadership changes at ECSF
Bishop Kenneth Price and many friends gathered in January to toast and wish
Godspeed to Leanne Puglielli, the outgoing president of the Episcopal
Community Services Foundation. Leanne and her husband Vince retired after
years of creative leadership in the Diocese of Southern Ohio and have moved to
Wisconsin.
The Rev. David Halt, rector of St. James, Westwood, was elected president of
the ECSF board at the January trustees' meeting. Halt brings a great dedication to
social justice, combined with a gift for developing fair and transparent policies,
including the rules adopted last year on the composition of grants committee to
ensure broad representation and an orderly infusion of new members to ensure
that each proposal is treated on its merits every year.
Leanne Puglielli joined the ECSF board in 2002 and developed the young
diocesan non-profit into a trusted resource for congregations. During her time as
president, ECSF dramatically expanded its role under the vision "Equipping the
Saints for ministries of social justice and reconciliation." In addition to grants,
ECSF now provides networking and free consultation to congregations across the
diocese. ECSF has organized or cosponsored 16 regional workshops and conferences since the start of Puglielli's leadership.
Leading ECSF is only the latest in the Pugliellis' remarkable service to the
Diocese of Southern Ohio, including service on the Commission on Ministry.
Both were leaders in the Cursillo Movement (Leanne enlivened many cursillos
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Leanne Puglielli leads a strategic planning session for the ECSF board in late 2005.
Also pictured are the Rev. Charles Wilson and Anna Duke Reach.
with rollicking renditions on accordion), as well as youth leaders and Sunday
school teachers at St. John's, Worthington. They joined All Saints, New Albany,
when it was a mission and relished its energy and growth into a parish.

– Ariel Miller, executive director, Episcopal Community Services

SERVICE HONORS MILESTONES OF INCLUSION

UBE remembers Absalom Jones, celebrates 30th anniversary of women's ordination
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

T

IF YOU GO

he Absalom Jones celebration this
year in the Diocese of Southern
Ohio will commemorate two great
milestones in the inclusion of marginalized people in the leadership of the
Episcopal Church: the ordination of blacks
and women. Jones, a Philadelphia abolitionist,
was ordained in 1802 as the first black
Episcopal priest. This year's liturgy also will
honor the 30th anniversary of the decision by
General Convention to ordain women to the
priesthood.
Bishop-elect Thomas Breidenthal will be
the preacher at the festal Evensong at Christ
Church Cathedral starting at 4 p.m. on Feb.
11. The Rev. Canon Lorentho Wooden, who
was recruited to lead the diocese's groundbreaking Institutional Racism project in the
1970s and 80s, will be on hand to share his
perspective on the history of racial justice in
Southern Ohio. The festal Evensong will feature a massed choir as well as praise dancers
from St. Simon of Cyrene and St. Andrew's, ,
both of Cincinnati, and rousing favorites per-

What: Absalom Jones celebration
When: 4 p.m. on Feb. 11
Where: Christ Church Cathedral
Preacher: Bishop-elect Tom
Breidenthal
Sponsored by: The Union of Black
Episcopalians, Christ Church
Cathedral, and the Diocese of
Southern Ohio
formed by the St. Andrew's Gospel Choir.
Jones was born a slave and worked for
years to buy his freedom and that of his
wife. He and his friend Richard Allen
walked out of St. George's Episcopal
Church in Philadelphia when the vestry
voted in 1786 to require black members to
move to segregated seating in the balcony.
While Allen left the Episcopal Church and
eventually founded the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, Jones chose to remain
Episcopalian, excelling in pastoral care

despite many frustrations within the institution. Generations of black Episcopalians
would stay loyal to this church despite the
fact that fellow Episcopalians – even bishops – were slave owners. The Church continued to exclude blacks and women from
equal access to leadership posts for more
than 100 years after the Emancipation
Proclamation.
“The significance of Absalom Jones
choosing to not break away from the
Episcopal Church is the start of a process
that led this church ultimately to come
around to deal with the inequities among
us,” says John Harris of the diocese's chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians.
“It's important to recognize that the Church
has elected a presiding bishop who is a
woman a short 30 years after the official
recognition of women as priests. This
church has moved from being a white male
bastion to include women and people of
color.”
The liturgy is planned as evensong to provide a shorter service and more time for conversation among people traveling long distances to attend. Everyone in the diocese is
welcome to attend this important event.

The Rev.
Edmund Oxley
(in biretta),
rector of St.
Andrew's,
Cincinnati, led a
successful campaign to win the
1937's General
Convention's
consent that
the Joint
Commission for
Negro Work
should be
headed by a
black priest.
Oxley is shown
here at a confirmation celebration early in the
1930s with
Southern Ohio
Bishop Boyd
Vincent (front
row, center).

Women's Auxi
lia
General Conven ry representatives to the Na
tio
tion in the Un
iversity of Cinci nal Council process during
th
nnati football
stadium. Sourc e opening liturgy of the 19
3
e: Episcopal
Church Archives 7

INCLUSION INCH BY INCH: A TIMELINE
1789: The Episcopal Church
is organized as a national
institution governed by
elected representatives
like the new American
Republic. Women and
blacks have neither voice
nor vote in the House of
Deputies and House of
Bishops.

there, he says women
can't have as much rights
as men, 'cause Christ
wasn't a woman! Where
did your Christ come
from? Where did your
Christ come from? From
God and a woman! Man
had nothing to do with
Him!"

1850: General Convention
meets for the first time in
Ohio at Christ Church,
Cincinnati. All delegates
are white and male.
Delegates include bishops
who have written theological defenses of slavery.
Meeting a few hundred
yards from the Ohio River,
at the peak of the
Underground Railroad,
delegates fail to discuss
the morality of slavery.

1856: Abolitionist James
Theodore Holly, rector of
St. Luke's, New Haven,
helps found the Society
for the Extension of the
Church Among Colored
People. The group challenges General Convention
to take a position against
slavery.

1851: Sojourner Truth gives
her famous "Ain't I a
Woman" speech at a
woman's rights conference in Akron, Ohio: “Then
that little man in black

1871: General Convention
authorizes formation of
Women's Auxiliary, which
develops into one of the
major fundraising arms of the
Episcopal Church.Women
still are excluded from representation in virtually all governance bodies from parish to
General Convention.

1874: Holly becomes the
first black American to be
appointed an Anglican
bishop, serving in Haiti.
He is consecrated by the
American Church
Missionary Society
because the Episcopal
Church refuses to do so.
1910: General Convention
meets in Cincinnati again.
The Bishop of Salisbury,
England, gives a keynote
address praising the
Episcopal Church as “a
great self-governing
Church...a witness to the
world.” But blacks and
women are still excluded
from being deputies.
Bishop Holly sits listening
without the right to vote
as the House of Bishops
debates a resolution to
authorize “racial missionary districts” within existing dioceses, with voice
and vote in General
Convention. The proposal
made it clear that any
white clergy serving black
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Christ Church, Glendale is
the top vote winner in the
election of four auxiliary
delegates to National
Council. The auxiliary votes
almost unanimously in
favor of women serving in
vestries and 162-98 in
favor of women having
seat in diocesan conventions. The auxiliary votes
almost unanimously
against female representation in General Convention.

congregations would be
exempt from the authority
of the black bishop of that
district. A proposal that a
“colored delegation"
might be "invited in to
express their wishes” is
greeted with scorn. The
entire plan is overwhelmingly defeated.
1928: Women delegates
are admitted to the
Diocesan Convention of
Southern Ohio for the first
time.
1934: Four women are
elected as auxiliary representatives to the National
Council of the Episcopal
Church for the first time.
1937: General Convention
meets in Cincinnati for the
third time, with racial justice a prominent issue.
Blacks and women still
must meet as separate
bodies, without voice and
vote in General
Convention. Because of

Elizabeth Matthews of Christ Church, Glendale, (second from right) was the top vote getter
among Women's Auxiliary members elected to the National Council of the Episcopal Church.
This was only the second time in history women had been elected to this top leadership
body of the national church.

segregation, black
Episcopalians are unable
to stay in Cincinnati hotels
and must find lodging in
homes of members of St.

Andrew's, a black
Episcopal congregation in
town. The Rev. Edmund
Oxley, rector of St.
Andrew's, succeeds in per-

suading Convention that
the Joint Commission on
Negro Work should be
headed by a black priest.
Elizabeth Matthews of

1969: John Melville Burgess,
who had served as the first
rector of St. Simon of
Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, in
this diocese, is elected
bishop of Massachusetts,
becoming the first black
Episcopalian elected as a
diocesan bishop in the
United States.
1970: Female lay delegates
are seated at General
Convention for the first
time. Convention votes to
allow the ordination of
women to the diaconate.

1970's: Bishop John
Krumm of Southern Ohio
champions the ordination
of women. The Diocese of
Southern Ohio begins its
two-decade Institutional
Racism project to systematically open up leadership positions to lay
and ordained black
Episcopalians. Guided by
the Rev. Canon Lorentho
Wooden, who later serves
as archdeacon to Bishop
William Grant Black,
this work includes an
audit of representation
on the diocesan staff,
commissions and committees, Christian
education materials,
parish clergy search
trends and purchasing
from minority
contractors. This process
makes a dramatic
improvement in acceptance and inclusion of
black leaders at the
diocesan level, though
not in traditionally white
congregations.
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1973: General Convention
defeats a resolution to
approve admission of
women to the priesthood.
1974: Three bishops defy
the prohibition and ordain
11 women to the priesthood (the Philadelphia
Eleven). Deacons Barbara
Schlachter and Pat
Merchant, who will later
serve as rectors in this
diocese, consider being
ordained with them but
choose to wait.
1976: General Convention
opens ordination to the
priesthood and episcopate to women effective in
1977, and recognizes the
Philadelphia 11 and other
women subsequently
irregularly priested.
1988: Herbert Thompson, Jr. is
elected first black diocesan
bishop of Southern Ohio
from a field of two white
and two black men. Barbara
Harris, a black priest from

Pennsylvania, is elected the
first woman bishop in the
history of the Anglican
Communion on the day of
Herbert Thompson's consecration as bishop coadjutor
of Southern Ohio.
1999: Wendell Gibbs, rector
of St,Andrew's, Cincinnati, is
elected bishop of Michigan.
2000: Michael Curry, former rector of St. Simon of
Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, is
elected bishop of North
Carolina. He is the first
black Episcopalian to be
elected bishop of a southern diocese.
2006: General Convention
meets for the fourth time
in Ohio. At Trinity,
Columbus, on June 18,
the House of Bishops
elects Katharine Jefferts
Schori as presiding bishop. She is the first woman
to serve as primate in any
nation in the history of the
Anglican Church.

AROUND THE DIOCESE

NOTABLE

Kudos to Ben Applegate of St. Luke's, Granville, and his
fellow 4th grade Lego Robotics Club members who came
home with a second-place finish at their first tournament.
They also were the youngest team competing!
Congratulations to Rob Bennett, St. George,
Washington Twp., on achieving the rank of Eagle Scout at
a ceremony held at St. George's on Dec. 1.
Earl and Bessie Fox of Our Saviour, Mechanicsburg,
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on December 16
with a reception at their home. Family, friends and fellow
Our Savior members were there to wish them God's blessings.
Lisa Klein of Trinity, Columbus, recently had her first
novel for young adults, Ophelia, published by Bloomsbury.
Lisa is also the author of Trinity's history, Be It
Remembered. Congratulations, Lisa!

Cincinnati East
The Episcopal Church Women of St. Barnabas,
Montgomery, is hosting the Annual Lasagna
Dinner, Basket Raffle & Silent Auction on Feb. 24
at 5:30 p.m. There will be baskets for all ages and
fabulous auction items – not to mention the
scrumptious food, sure to please all who partake!
For more information, call St. Barnabas at
513.984.8401.

Cincinnati West
The youth of Ascension and Holy Trinity,
Wyoming, went on a ski trip to Perfect North
Slopes in Lawrenceburg, Ind., in January. The
group joined up with youth from Wyoming
Baptist church for a day of fun on the slopes.
A&HT is also working toward more combined
social and outreach events with Wyoming Baptist
and Wyoming Presbyterian churches.

Columbus
Yoga classes are offered twice a week at St.
Patrick, Dublin. Classes are held Tuesdays from
5 to 6:15 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 7:45
p.m. in the parish hall. There is a charge of $10
per class. For more information, contact Julie
Righter at St. Patrick at 614.766.2664.
Thanks to a generous gift from Richard
Strasburg, the vestry of St. Peter's, Delaware,
has approved the construction of a fountain in the
Memorial Garden. The fountain will add ambience to the garden and make it an even more
inviting place for all to come and pray and spend
time with nature and God.
The Health Initiative Ministry (HIM) at St.
Matthew, Westerville, will be sponsoring a photography class beginning in February. The class
will be a great way to help beat the winter blues,
giving participants a fresh way to view their
world! Classes begin Feb. 15 and will run for six
weeks on Thursday evenings from 7 to 9 p.m.
Participants will learn the basics of digital photography from an experienced photojournalist.
The course will help participants understand how
to operate a digital camera, improve picture-taking abilities, cover camera operation and improving visual skills. The registration fee is $60 per
participant. For more information, call St.
Matthew's at 614.882.2706.
Lenten Miniversity offerings at St. Alban,
Bexley: Feb. 28 through March 21, Dr. Sam
Meier will be offering a four week series of Bible

Studies from the Old Testament taken from
Deuteronomy, Genesis, Exodus, Joshua and
Isaiah. On Wednesday, March 28, a Seder meal
will be offered. For more information, call St.
Alban's at 614.253.8549.

Dayton
An annual cookie sale at St. Andrew's, Dayton,
was a great success, with crowds purchasing 375
pounds of cookies! St. Andrew's earned about
$3,000 from the cookie sale. Special thanks to
Shelley Sakowski for her work in organizing the
event.
The ECW at St. Christopher, Fairborn, kicked
off the New Year with a high tea at the church. Tea
was hosted by parishioner Judith Hays, who has
been stationed in England and has experience in
preparing the traditional treats served at a British tea.
A new pastoral care commission is being
formed at Christ Church, Xenia, under the leadership of Betsy Kitch and Joanne Brooks. The
group will fix meals for the ill or bereaved, work
on visitation of those who are shut-ins, ill or living in nursing homes and a starting a card ministry.
Lent at St. George, Washington Township,
will be out of this world! The theme for Lenten
study is “God and the Final Frontier: A Quest for
Theological Meaning in Star Trek.” Associate
rector Paul St. Germain has sacrificed hundreds
of hours over the last year watching Star Trek in
search of theological themes. The result of his
research has produced 5 presentations on finding
Star Trek creator Gene Roddenberry's vision of
the future filled with seemingly faith based values and truths-even though he himself was an
avowed atheist. The programs will be held on
Wednesday evenings in Lent from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
For more information, contact St. George's at
937.434.1781.

Miami River
Rolaids alert! Trinity, Hamilton will host the
Trinity Chili Cook-Off on Sunday, Feb. 3 from 5
to 7 p.m. Bishop Price will act as an honorary
judge. For more information, call Trinity at
513.896.6755. Trinity also celebrated its annual
Friendship Day on Jan. 21. This was a special
time to brings friends to Trinity and show them
what a special place it is! Bowling was on the
post-service agenda.
A new project at Holy Trinity, Oxford, began
in January. A community dinner is now being

served on the fourth Wednesday of the month. In
addition, a pantry of non-food items that cannot
be purchased with food stamps will be available
for limited-income patrons of the dinners. If
you're interested in helping out or donating to the
pantry, please call Holy Trinity at 513.523.7550.

Ohio River
Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park, held
their second annual Contra Dance in January.
Contra dancing is a type of called dancing (like
square dancing) that is done in two long lines so
that the entire group can interact during the
dance, making it a fun social event for all ages.

Scioto River
Christ Church, Ironton, is very proud of the
military service of one of its families. The
Wiseman family has more than 100 years of
combined military service, beginning with father
Joe, a 1952 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy
in Annapolis, Md. He served 24 years in active
duty. He and his wife, Jeanne, have four children
and six grandchildren. Their son, John, a 1979
graduate of the U.S. Military Academy in West
Point, NY, just retired as a colonel after serving
27 years. Son Tey, a 1982 West Point graduate, is
commander of an army reserve unit in California.
Son Brett, a 1985 graduate of the Naval
Academy, is a commander in the U.S. Navy and
an instructor at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.
Daughter, Lael, is a teacher in Houston, whose
husband served in the reserves for 11 years. A
special thanks to this family for their many years
of service.
The Soup's On ministry at St. Mary,
Hillsboro, served 409 meals in December, making their annual total 4,867 meals served in 2006.
They've served 12,478 meals in the four years
that this ministry has been in existence. Bless all
those at St. Mary who help to feed their less fortunate neighbors in Highland County.
The folks at St. Andrew's, Washington Court
House, are gearing up for its Faith Alive weekend
March 9-11. The special weekend is a time for
the entire parish to gather together and to bring
fresh focus to the vows of baptism and confirmation. Faith Alive is a prayer-driven ministry that
draws people from Episcopal churches from near
and far to form a team, which then comes to St.
Andrew's to serve as facilitators, teen and children's leaders and musicians, and to share their
faith experiences.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information
about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese? Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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[Church of Ireland]: The Rt. Rev. Alan Harper, bishop
of Connor, has been elected Archbishop of Armagh and
Primate of All Ireland by the House of Bishops of the
Church of Ireland, to succeed Archbishop Robin Eames,
who retired at the end of 2006 after more than 20 years as
Primate.
Making the announcement in St. Patrick's Cathedral,
Dublin, in January, the Most Rev. Dr. John Neill,
Archbishop of Dublin, said: "It gives me great personal
delight to make this announcement, as I look forward, as
indeed do all the bishops, to working in partnership with
Alan and under his leadership.
"Bishop Harper is a man of deep faith, great ability and
pastoral insight, and I am certain that he is the person that
we were guided by the Holy Spirit to elect to this office.
He will represent the Church of Ireland in situations in
Ireland and beyond with great courage and clarity, and it
will be a joy to work with him."
The Primate-elect said: "I am deeply humbled and
honored by the trust placed in me by my colleagues. I
pray that God will guide me in fulfilling the responsibilities of the role of Archbishop of Armagh. I am conscious of the privilege of serving the Church in this role.
I look forward to meeting the people of my new diocese
and those members of the Church throughout the island
of Ireland. As I look forward, I also express sincere grat-

S C H O L A R ’ S
I can’t figure you out. Some months what you write
is inspiring and defends Christianity and is quite
orthodox. But other months, you sound like a faithless
skeptic undermining people’s faith in the Bible. Are
you a conservative or a liberal?
I don’t fit comfortably in either the
conservative or the liberal camp. I
prefer to think of myself as an orthodox Christian (as opposed to a
heretic) or just as a plain Christian. I
identify with and see myself in continuity with all the Christians of the
past, whether Catholic, Orthodox or
Protestant. I believe the basics of the
Christian faith that most Christians
have always believed, so that I can
say the Apostles’ and the Nicene
Creed and assent to all their assertions.
But I know that some of the things
I have written about the Bible have
made some readers uneasy. This is
because I do not hold to the doctrine
of biblical inerrancy and worry about
people “painting themselves into a
corner” with their belief in biblical
inerrancy. What do I mean?
When I was in college, I knew a
fellow named Wayne who, when he
learned that his roommate had been
diagnosed with leukemia, prayed for
him to be healed with complete confidence that he would be.
Wayne had been influenced by certain teachers to believe that a) if we
pray for anything that is in God’s will

itude to the clergy and people of the Diocese of Connor,
where I have served for 22 years, the last six years as
bishop. They have nurtured me and welcomed me and
my family into their homes and parishes, sharing both
joys and sorrows."
The House of Bishops also decided that his election
would take effect from Feb. 2, 2007. In the meantime, the
dean and chapter of St. Patrick's Cathedral, Armagh, have
elected the Ven. Raymond Hoey, Archdeacon of Armagh,
to carry the diocesan responsibilities for the Diocese of
Armagh.
Upon taking up his responsibilities as Archbishop of
Armagh, Harper will be the 104th in the succession of
abbots, bishops and archbishops of Armagh since St.
Patrick.
Eames issued the following statement of welcome to his
successor: “I am delighted to learn of Bishop Harper's
election to the Primacy and I wish him God's richest
blessing as he prepares for new responsibilities. His many
gifts which I have seen and appreciated at first hand
together with his deep spirituality will equip him to provide the Church of Ireland with prayerful and wise leadership. Christine and I wish him and Helen much blessing
and happiness in the years ahead. I know they are assured
of a warm welcome in Armagh diocese and throughout
the Church.”

C O R N E R

for Christ was
God’s will), that
God could be
trusted to see
that he got the
grades necessary for him to
get into medical
school. When
Scott’s grades
came in and
they were too
low to get into
medical school, he too concluded that
he had been tricked and lied to and
that Christianity was a hoax. By that
time, he had married a young
Christian woman I knew, and he
mocked her mercilessly for wanting
to go to church and made her life miserable until they finally divorced.
What these two true stories have in
common to my mind is that a sincere
person “painted himself into a corner” so that when things didn’t happen as he had faith they would, he
saw no alternative other than to conclude that there was no God or, if God
existed, He was cruel and deceived
people.
Both young men in effect put God
to the test by thinking that God would
certainly do a particular thing. When
God didn’t, they had logically “painted themselves into a corner” and had
to conclude that God wasn’t there.
Their faith was so strong that they
had no doubt at all – and it quickly
collapsed because of their well-mean-

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

with complete, perfect faith, it will
surely be done, b) God wills us to be
healthy, then c) when we pray for
healing, it will certainly happen. This
“faith teaching” says that if healing
doesn’t happen, it must either be
because we did not have perfect faith
or someone around us didn’t have
perfect faith, or else there was some
secret, unconfessed sin in our life or
in the life of someone around us.
Anyway, Wayne had perfect faith
that his roommate would be miraculously healed. When the roommate
died, Wayne utterly lost his faith. He
concluded that he had been hoodwinked by those who had evangelized him and that Christianity was a
lie and a hoax.
I knew another young man (a premed student named Scott) who did
“street ministry” every Friday and
Saturday night, “witnessing” to people along “The Drag” at the campus
of the University of Texas, Austin.
Doing this seriously cut into the time
he had to study, but he was confident,
based on the verse, “Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and its righteousness
and all these things will be added
unto you” (and surely winning souls
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ing but unrealistic expectations.
What happened to Wayne and Scott
is always in the back of my mind
when I think about the subject of biblical inerrancy, believing in the Bible
and that it is a perfect, divine book.
My fear is that those who believe in
biblical inerrancy and that the truth of
Christianity stands or falls on the perfection of the Bible will some day, if
they ever are shown one error or
imperfection in the Bible, utterly lose
their faith, and like Wayne and Scott,
conclude that Christianity is a hoax,
that there is no God or, if God exists,
He is cruel and deceives people.
As a pastor concerned for the welfare of souls, I believe it is a better
course not to attribute perfection to
the Bible (or to the Pope and anyone
else) but only to God. If people have
a view of the Bible that allows for
there to be human elements in it as
well as divine in it, they are not as
likely, it seems to me, to lose their
faith over the Bible. I don’t want people to set themselves up for disappointment or paint themselves into a
corner by putting their complete trust
anywhere else but in God.
The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,
Episcopal life and other religious subjects. Send questions to 2146
Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CALENDAR
February
2-4 – Deacons' School, at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, Blanchard Commons. Contact: the Rev. David
McCoy at 800.461.8424
17 – Diocesan Council at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Vice President Chips Lanier at
937.258.0141.
18 – Appalachian Ministries Sunday. All clergy received
a packet including bulletin inserts and liturgy resources.
The special collection will benefit the work of Episcopal
Appalachian Ministries in the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
The resources also are available at www.episcopaldso.org. See page 4.
19 – Diocesan Offices closed for President's Day
24 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training
will be offered at St. Francis, 225 N. Main Street in
Springboro. The program starts at 9 a.m. and generally finishes at 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are
required. Contact Geri McDaniel at the diocesan office at
513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712. Register online at
www.episcopal-dso.org, The cost of the training is $15,
which includes lunch and materials. Payment should be
mailed to Geri McDaniel, Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412
Sycamore St. Cincinnati, 45202. Make checks payable to
the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Training is required of all
clergy, employees of a church, youth ministers, Stephen
Ministers, Eucharistic Visitors, counselors, volunteers, any
lay person that interacts or has care of children. Contact: the
Rev. Dcn. Peg Denton at 513.897.7414

REST IN PEACE
Thomas H. Hunter Sr., the husband of Deacon Colenthia Hunter, died Jan. 3. He was 70. Mr.
Hunter was a lifelong member of St. Simon of Cyrene. He retired as a teacher and administrator,
serving school districts in Cincinnati.
Thomas and Colenthia married in 1959. He served in the United States Army from 1960-63,
including a year in Korea. Other survivors include two sons, Thomas H. Jr. and Michael Earl Sr.,
two sisters, Cecilia McCullough and Roxie J. Littleton, five grandsons and nieces and nephews.
The service was held at St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights. Mr. Hunter's fraternity, Alpha
Phi Alpha, also held a special service. Memorials to St. Simon of Cyrene's Thomas H. Hunter, Sr.
Scholarship Fund, 810 Matthews Dr. Cincinnati, Ohio 45215.
Alfred A. Albergate, father of the Rev. Scott Albergate, rector of Ascension, Middletown, died
January 9. The funeral service was held in Fair Lawn, New Jersey. Memorials to the Borough of
Glen Rock Police Department and Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Municipal Building, Harding
Plaza, Glen Rock, NJ 07452.

March
1 – Parochial Reports, the annual report on the financial and worship life of congregations for the previous
year, are due to the Diocesan Office by close of business March 1. Copies of the report should be mailed to
either Patricia Hassel or Geri McDaniel at the
Diocesan Office, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio
45202.
2-4 – Deacons' School, at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: the Rev. David McCoy at the Anglican
Academy, 800.461.8424
3 – Refresh Your Soul conference, sponsored by the
Episcopal Retirement Homes, Inc. Register or learn more
at www.episcopalretirement.com
6 – Meeting of Presbyters and Deacons at Procter Camp
& Conference Center at 10 a.m.
23-25 – Episcopal Marriage Encounter weekend at the
Radisson Hotel on the north side of Columbus. Contact:
Larry and Patti Cooper at 740.369.0832. Learn more
about the programs at www.wwme.org or www.episcopalme.com
29-30 – Commission on Ministry and Standing
Committee overnight to be held at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact the Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff
at 513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712
31 – Meeting of the Bishops and Congregational
Leaders, at Procter Camp & Conference Center at 10
a.m.

More than 30 candidates for the diaconate and priesthood and 15 examining chaplains, retreat leaders
and staff gathered at Procter Camp & Conference Center in January for a formation retreat and ordination
exams. Those attending the formation retreat participated in discussions, reflection and prayer for those taking their exams. Pictured here, some of the candidates, retreat participants and chaplains share a meal.
Photo by the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust

FEB/MARCH VISITATIONS

February
4

Bishop Price
Bishop Omosebi

11

Bishop-elect Breidenthal 4 p.m. Christ Church
Cathedral Absalom
Jones service

18

Bishop Price

St. James, Piqua

25

Bishop Price

St. Andrew,
Pickerington
St. Simon of Cyrene,
Lincoln Heights

Bishop Omosebi
March
4

Bishop-elect Breidenthal Christ Church, Xenia
Bishop Price

Save the Date!
April 25: Ecumenical Legislative Advocacy Day at
Trinity, Capital Square, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Hear
from legislators and church leaders! For more information call the Ohio Council of Churches at 614.885.9590
or 800.760.9590, ext 15. or e-mail: tsmith@ohcouncilchs.org
April 28: Consecration of IX Bishop of Southern Ohio at
Mershon Auditorium. Details about ticketing in the
March issue of Interchange.
May 12: Seating of the IX Bishop at Christ Church
Cathedral

Trinity, Hamilton
St. Francis, Springboro

11

St. Matthew, Westerville

Bishop-elect Breidenthal St. Alban, Bexley
Bishop Price
St. Stephen, Cincinnati
4 p.m. St. James, Westwood
Celebration of New Ministry
Bishop Omosebi
Holy Spirit, Forest Park

18

no visitations

25

Bishop-elect Breidenthal St. Luke, Saylor Park
Bishop Price
Christ Church, Springfield
Bishop Omosebi
St. Patrick, Lebanon
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House of Bishops in Texas

CLERGY/
CONGREGATIONS
St. Anne's, West Chester,
has called the Rev. Jeff
Bunke to serve as rector. He
had been serving in the
Diocese of Southwest
Florida. He begins March 1.
The Rev. Ken Hitch, rector of All Saints, Pleasant
Ridge, has accepted a new
call to serve as rector of St.
James in Essex Junction,
Vermont. His last Sunday is
Feb. 11.
The Rev. Anne
Warrington-Wilson will
serve as interim rector of All
Saints, Pleasant Ridge.
Beginning Process: All
Saints, Pleasant Ridge; St.
Paul 's, Greenville
Preparing Profile: St.
Peter's, Gallipolis
Completed Profile:
St. Peter's, Delaware;
St. John's, Worthington;
St. Mark's, Upper Arlington;
St. James', Zanesville

NEWS

Public policy notes

NEWS NOTES

Let Justice Roll, a nonpartisan coalition of 90 faith and community organizations, recently sent a letter to members of
Congress signed by more than 1,000
Christian, Jewish and Muslim faith leaders from across the country. Anticipating
House debate on minimum wage, faith
leaders urged congressional support for
The Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007
(HR 2), which would increase the federal minimum wage to $7.25 from the
$5.15 level set in 1997. After a stunning
victory in the House, the Senate was
expected to discuss the issue in late January.
This is an issue that we have just dealt with on the state level
in Ohio. Let Justice Roll has distributed the following letter,
urging people to sign and send it to their congressional representatives. The Diocese of Southern Ohio was one of many
Episcopal signatories of this letter. So too was the Most Rev.
Katharine Jefferts Schori, presiding bishop of the Episcopal
Church. She said, "We seek a just community for all people.
We are a decade late in even beginning to raise the minimum
wage toward a living wage. We call on Congress to remember
the least among us, and raise the minimum wage without any
further delay."
Dear Members of Congress,
We, the undersigned religious leaders, in partnership with
the Let Justice Roll Living Wage Campaign, call on the 110th
Congress to raise the minimum wage! The Let Justice Roll
Living Wage Campaign is a nonpartisan coalition of more than
80 faith, community and labor organizations working to raise
the minimum wage at the state and federal level. In 2006 we
played a major role in increasing the minimum wage throughout the country at the state level.
We strongly support the Miller/Kennedy bill that increases
the minimum wage from $5.15 to $7.25 an hour. Furthermore,
we strongly oppose any attempts to add provisions to the bill.
We urge you to vote for this clean minimum wage bill.
The Prophet Amos proclaims, “Let justice roll down like
waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” (5:24,
NRSV). We are morally outraged by the number of people living in poverty in the United States, and believe that now is the
time to give hard-working low-wage workers a raise and take
the first step toward a true living wage for America's workers.
It has been nearly 10 years since the last federal increase in
the minimum wage, and low-wage workers urgently need a
raise. A minimum wage employee – making $5.15 an hour,
working 40 hours a week, 52 weeks a year, earns about
$10,700 a year – about $6,000 below the federal poverty line
for a family of three. This situation is unconscionable and
immoral, as the wealth of our nation continues to be built on
the backs of the working poor. Working poor families in
America are struggling to meet the rising costs of health care,
gasoline and housing, and $5.15 an hour is simply not enough.
Minimum wage legislation in the past has stalled in Congress
because of attempts to attach unrelated provisions such as reducing the minimum wage of tip workers, rolling back over-time
protections, or tying the minimum wage to a repeal of the estate
tax. In addition, such provisions are harmful to the very workers
that a minimum wage increase is intended to help. The strong
victory on all the minimum wage ballot initiatives is evidence
that there is strong and widespread support from Americans for
a prompt, clean minimum wage increase at the federal level.
We appreciate the commitment made by the leadership of
the 110th Congress to address the woefully inadequate federal
minimum wage. We will continue to raise our voices on behalf
of “the least of these” and proclaim that a job should keep you
out of poverty, not keep you in it.
Signed,
Rev. Paul Sherry
National Coordinator, Let Justice Roll, Cleveland, OH

St. John’s to establish mission endowment

JEFFREY S.
PRICE

For a complete list of signatories information,
please visit http://www.letjusticeroll.org/pdfs/
20070105NationalMinWageLetter.pdf

Like most smaller churches, the budget is tight at St. John's, Lancaster, and unexpected donations always
would be helpful in making ends meet. But when members Dan and Julie Meenach called the church and
wanted to donate $10,000 in memory of their fathers, Paul Stradtman and Noah Meenach, the church, led
by the Rev. Bill Pursley, decided to set the money aside and work on building a mission endowment.
The hope: to build up the funds so that it can generate enough money each year to seed mission trips.
The Meenachs “called me up and said, 'We've really been praying about it, and we'd like to do
something so that Dad's legacy can go on,” said Pursley. “Our hope is to use this money as a magnet to draw people into ministry.”
Why use the money in this way?
“Number one, I believe Christ said to help one another,” said Pursley. “Secondly, I think this is
a great way to help people understand the needs of the world. When you're helping other people,
it also helps the spiritual health of the congregation – it strengthens a congregation.”
To contribute to St. John's mission endowment, contact the church at 740.653.3052 or St.
John's, 134 N. Broad Street, Lancaster 43130-3701.

Standing Committee reports
The Standing Committee met at Procter Camp & Conference Center on Jan. 9. The Standing Committee
was joined by Bishop Price and Canon Vicki Zust. Bishop-elect Breidenthal joined the meeting by speaker phone. In routine business, they consented to the ordination of the Rev.
Deacon John Brandenburg to the priesthood, which will occur at St. John's,
Cambridge, on Saturday, March 24 at
11 a.m. They also consented to the election of the Rev. Canon Robert L.
Fitzpatrick as Bishop of Hawai'i.
In matters pertaining to the episcopal transition in Southern Ohio, they
discussed the possibility of deanery
meetings to meet the Bishop-elect.
These meetings will be scheduled
throughout Lent and the Easter season
to provide everyone in the diocese a
More than 100 people from 26 churches in the Diocese
chance to meet and have conversation
of Southern Ohio - and a group of Lutherans from near
with the Bishop-elect. They also heard
Cleveland – gathered at St. Paul's, Chillicothe for the twoan update on plans for the consecraday Magnetic Church conference. Led by lay evangelist
tion from the Rev. Stephen Applegate.
Andrew Weeks, the conference gave practical tips on how
Canon Zust reported on clergy
to make churches more welcoming to newcomers and
transitions within the diocese and
how to incorporate them into the life of the church and
the Bishop-elect reported on activithe body of Christ. Here, participants prayed together durties surrounding his departure from
ing a commissioning service at the end of the presentaPrinceton University and his schedtion. Photo by Richelle Thompson
ule for the next couple of months as
he gets settled in Southern Ohio.
The next meeting of the Standing Committee is Feb. 15 at 10 a.m at Diocesan House in
Cincinnati. Questions about the work of the Standing Committee may be addressed to the Rev.
Charlotte Collins Reed at charlotte.reed@cecspfldoh.org or at 937.323.8651.

Bishop-elect to give ecumenical lecture
Bishop-elect Tom Breidenthal is the guest speaker for the 2007 Lourdes College Ecumenical
Lecture. Offered in cooperation with Toledo Area Ministries and the Diocesan Ecumenical and
Interreligious Affairs Commission, the lecture is entitled, "A Table in the Wilderness. Communion
and Disagreement in the Churches: The Case of Contemporary Anglicanism."
Bishop-elect Breidenthal will speak at 3 p.m. on Feb. 25 in the Franciscan Center of Lourdes
College, Sylvania, in northeastern Ohio. The event is free and open to the public. To learn more,
go to www.lourdes.edu/ecumenical or call 419.824.3819.

St. Patrick’s hosts special lecture
St. Patrick's, Dublin, invites you to attend an evening program on Feb. 24 led by David Goetz.
The presentation will be based on Goetz' book, Death by Suburb: How to Keep the Suburbs from
Killing Your Soul. The book offers “a wake-up call to suburbanites who have put their spiritual
life on cruise control and let the caffeine-driven culture of speed wreak havoc on their relationship with God. Combining witty anecdotes and a suburban insider's sometimes surreal experience,
Goetz offers eight spiritual disciplines that can help you create what he calls a 'thicker spiritual
life' without having to leave your cul-de-sac comfort zone.”
The 7 p.m. lecture is open to the public. Goetz will sign copies of his book after the presentation. For
more information, contact St. Patrick's Episcopal Church, 7121 Muirfield Drive, Dublin, at 614.766.2664,
on the Internet at www.st.pats-dublin.org or by e-mail to revd.up@ameritech.net or CBPark@aol.com.

St. Mark’s hosts recital
Erik William Suter will perform in recital at St. Mark's, Upper Arlington, on Feb. 16 at 8 p.m.
Suter is organist and associate director of music at Washington National Cathedral. He studied at
Oberlin and Yale and has also served as organist at Trinity Church, Copley Square, All Saints,
Boston, and Trinity Church on the Green, New Haven. The event is free and open to the public.
St. Mark's is located at 2151 Dorset Road.

13

REFLECTIONS

One Campaign aims to make poverty history
The One Campaign may seem unlike any other aid
campaign in the world. Unlike most aid campaigns, this
one hasn't been characterized by photos of starving children or destroyed villages. Rather, the One campaign is
audacious in its goal: to literally make poverty history,
not in one region or disaster zone but for all time.
The background of the One Campaign is key to
understanding its ambitious nature. The One Campaign
supports the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
which were laid out at the United Nations Millennium
Summit in 2000. This sets the campaign apart in three
crucial and interconnected ways:
Support: Because the MDGs originated in the
United Nations, each nation that approved this resolution pledged to do its part to meet the goals. For
wealthier nations in the world, this means increased
aid. It also means a political commitment to dealing
more fairly with the rest of the world in trade and
financial arrangements.
For developing nations receiving aid, however, signing on to the MDGs meant pledging to use the funds in
the manner that they were intended. Often, development projects fail because governments misappropriate
funds. In pledging to support the MDGs, developing
nations have agreed to UN monitoring and assistance
to ensure that the money goes where it belongs, in the
most effective way possible. In fact, annual reports
detailing the progress of individual regions and nations
are available on the United Nations website. This level
of accountability and cooperation will contribute to the
lasting success of the MDGs.
Scope: Rather than concentrating on a crisis in a particular region, the MDGs attempt to resolve issues globally. While government assistance is crucial to eliminate
some of the causes of poverty, like illiteracy and dis-

crimination against women,
other problems require a
BOOMGAARD regional or global approach.
In a globalized world, countries that think they have
eradicated a disease like
tuberculosis may discover
that a single foreign visitor
may unleash a new outbreak.
On the other hand, globalization also provides the means
to combat some of the problems, by connecting remote
corners of the world to doctors. Globalization has increased opportunities for education by giving children around the world cheaper
access to information. Leveling the playing field for
international trade requires commitments from around
the world, not just a single government.
Systemic Change: Any effort to make poverty
history needs to do more than simply donate money
to the poor. The MDGs attempt to alleviate the root
causes of extreme poverty.
However simplistic it may sound, a crucial element
in alleviating poverty is to ensure that everyone is able
to work and to work on a more level playing field.
This means alleviating the reasons why people cannot
work, be it weakness from hunger, or illness such as
malaria or illiteracy. Providing clean water will not
only eliminate a major source of illness, but it also will
allow those who previously spent much of their day
walking back and forth for water to engage in other
occupations. Promoting gender equality will allow
families headed by women to have an equal chance.
Making poverty history also means ensuring that
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To learn more about Southern Ohio's work with the
One campaign and in support of the Millennium
Development Goals, contact Paul Rank, chair of the
National and World Commission at
paulrank@cinci.rr.com or 513.528.0931.
future generations will have the same opportunities,
or better ones, as their parents. Environmental sustainability is crucial. A clear-cut forest, for example,
may generate an income for now but will not provide
anything for the future. Moreover, it leaves the area
vulnerable to disasters like floods, risking further
crises.
Finally, helping nations develop does little if there
is no market for the products and services being
developed. Therefore, development requires global
cooperation to ensure that all nations will work
together to meet these goals.
The Millennium Development Goals represent a
historic effort by almost all the nations of the world to
end global poverty. While many congregations and
dioceses are pledging financial support of the goals,
this is only a minor step. Support by national governments is crucial. Over the last three decades, the
United States has committed less than 1% of its
national income to foreign aid – an amount that
includes military assistance and training. The amount
spent on foreign aid amounts to less than 1% of its
total budget. Moreover, environmental sustainability,
global partnerships for development and several other
goals will require political commitment beyond mere
financial support. It is important for national political
leaders to know that the MDGs are important.
Remember, we can make poverty history.

‘A special ministry of servanthood’
“May the Lord by his grace uphold you in the service he lays upon you.” [The Ordination of a Deacon, BCP, p. 544]
BY SALLY B. SEDGWICK
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
It's a simple enough business card: “Marshall Wiseman,
Regional Manager.” There is no hint that the region
encompasses the triangle of Korea, India and New
Zealand, except for an office address in Shanghai. So how
does a Southern Ohio deacon end up in China? And what
does that mean in terms of his ministry – and the ministry
of the diocese?
Wiseman's story sounds familiar. Originally a Southern
Baptist, he became an Episcopalian after marrying
Heather. When their priest suggested the deaconate, they
embraced the idea after prayer and reflection. Following
ordination, Wiseman served first at All Saints, Pleasant
Ridge, and then at St. Michael and All Angels in
Cincinnati.
Throughout this, he traveled extensively for the
Cincinnati-based company Michelman. As that business
grew in Asia, they needed a strong presence in China.
Suddenly in 2004, with the encouragement of his wife,
Wiseman was headed to China as an expatriate and a life
of calls home to sustain long-distance relationships and of
watching his grandchildren's soccer games via webcam.
One of his first concerns was his ordination. The Chinese
government is notably leery of anything Christian that

they have not sanctioned. (There is a state-approved
church in China.) Originally the bishop agreed to limit
Wiseman's ministry to Southern Ohio, although Wiseman
did visit the primate of New Zealand on Bishop
Thompson's behalf. But after a year, that ban seemed
extreme. Now while there are no formal opportunities for
ministry in Shanghai, there are in other countries – including preaching once in Italy.
The key for Wiseman is flexibility – that is his word for
understanding everyone's response to the world and God's
call – and especially the response of deacons. It is flexibility that allows him to be a Christian presence in a multicultural world. “We are called to use all our God-given
gifts and training – and to use them in a place where God
leaves us,” Wiseman says.
So he waits for opportunities for conversations – and for
July when his assignment ends and he can return home for
more than a week and a chance to see that soccer game in
person.
Marshall's wife, Heather, serves as the associate priest at
St. Timothy's, Cincinnati. They share a son, three daughters and 10 grandchildren.
A Servanthood of Ministry is a regular column sharing
the ministry of deacons. Want to learn more about the
diaconate? Contact the Rev. David McCoy at 614.461.8429.
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Marshall Wiseman

REFLECTIONS

Love Song: Open doors, open arms
My wife and I were in New York for a few days in
December. The last time Becky was there was
January following Sept. 11. She and a colleague,
both licensed clinical social workers, served in
Manhattan for two weeks with the Red Cross. I visited for a weekend during that time. It was, of
course, a different New York, carrying on as people
do in time of death – life changed but outwardly normal.
This time we stayed in the same hotel on West
44th Street where Red Cross workers lived five
years ago, but now we were tourists, wearing ourselves out trying to do a week's worth of seeing and
dining in five days.
We used taxis, buses and subways, and one night
in a fit of weary madness, unable to get a taxi, we
rode eight or nine blocks in and out of Broadway
traffic in what I can only describe as a bicycle-powered rickshaw.
On Sunday afternoon, we went to St. Paul's, a
chapel of Trinity Episcopal Church Wall Street, in
lower Manhattan. St. Paul's is an historic church,
built before the founding of the republic. George
Washington worshiped there, prayed there after his
inauguration as President. His pew still remains
against the north wall of the nave.
The old chapel is little more than a stone's throw
from where the World Trade Center buildings stood.
When the buildings fell, the chapel and the churchyard were deep in ash and dust, as was the whole
area of the city. Chunks of debris fell into the churchyard, but an ancient sycamore gave its life to spare
the chapel and there was not so much as a cracked
window.
Becky worked some distance away in a service

center on Canal Street,
where the Red Cross gave
emergency aid to people
who lived in the area. One
day she went to St. Paul's.
There she found volunteers
who had come from all
over America to care for the
recovery workers who put
in 12-hour shifts and rested
between them on the pews
of the church.
Chaplains were on duty
around the clock along with
medical people, massage
therapists and other helpers. Some of New York's
best kitchens donated their best food for the recovery
workers. Long tables were piled with fruit, candy,
cookies, chips, power bars, gum and cigarettes.
Hundreds of cards, notes, banners and teddy bears
arrived from around the world.
And so the chapel remained a refuge, a place of
retreat and rest amid the pain, tears and exhaustion
of the recovery work. Near the end of May, 2002, a
closing service was held for recovery workers who
had labored in the pit. St. Paul's had been, among
other things, a “therapist's couch, a bedroom, art
gallery and doctor's office.”
Rudolph Giuliani chose to make his farewell mayoral address at St. Paul's. He noted that it had been
consecrated when it was built in 1766, and consecrated again when President Washington had prayed
there in 1789. “But then it was consecrated one more
time, in 2001, on September 11,” when buildings all
around were destroyed and “this chapel remained,
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not only not destroyed, not a single window was broken, not a single thing hurt. And I think there's some
very, very special significance in that.”
It surely is a holy place, and if there are degrees of
holiness, it is now more deeply sanctified by those
who sought refuge there and those who ministered to
their needs.
A month ago, Christians marked Epiphany, a holy
day that celebrates the showing forth of Christ as the
savior for all peoples. The word “epiphany” also has
a secular use, to mean an awakening, a sudden
enlightenment. The visit to St. Paul's reopened my
eyes to who we are and what we're about.
Since that day in December, words of Jesus have
often come to mind:
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.”
I have remembered a church in Indianapolis where
after the Christmas Eve midnight service ended,
homeless people lay out their bedrolls and slept
among the pews. And I have remembered a venerable bishop saying, “The Church is the only society
that exists for the benefit of those who are not its
members.”
The Church is at its worst when it makes rules that
separate us from each other, that dictate who is worthy to come in and who can be where and who can do
what. The Church is at its best when we open our
doors and our arms to those in any need or trouble.
No one has exclusive rights to Christ.
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese
of Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward
Movement Publications.

Lay theologian: The inner thoughts of many
I remember wondering as a child what it must
have been like when the boy Samuel heard God calling him in the temple at Shiloh. “Samuel! Samuel!”
I had a notion of what it would be like to live at my
church and sleep on the floor by the altar. I imagined
being awoken in the empty church and running back
to the church office where the equivalent of Eli would
be sleeping. He would tell me that he hadn't called,
that it was okay, and that I should go back to sleep.
On my third interruption of his rest, he would tell
me that next time I should respond to the voice, saying, “Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth.”
It seemed hard, though, to know as a child when
God was calling. I knelt by my bed sometimes to
pray before sleep, but there was never an audible
voice. I knew nothing then about the disagreements
between the adults in my church, to whom I looked
for God's unchanging law.
Samuel was his mother's firstborn. Hannah
had been mistaken for drunk by Eli when she
prayed so passionately outside the shrine at
Shiloh to be given a son. Her husband's other
wife had already borne children and used to provoke her on this account, because she was barren. Hannah promised to dedicate a son to the
service of the Lord.
Then one sunny morning, after the sacrifices,
Hannah left Samuel at the temple. He was three or
four. I would have grieved bitterly, I think. But
Hannah rejoiced, “My heart exults in the LORD; my
strength is exalted in my God” (I Samuel 2.1).
On February 2, the Church observes the Feast of
the Presentation, sometimes known as “Candlemas,”
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to recall the presentation of
Jesus in the Temple forty
days after his birth.
As Luke tells the story,
Joseph and Mary had waited
for this day before returning
north to Nazareth. Luke
emphasizes that they acted so
as to fulfill the law of Moses
by coming for the rites of
purification for Mary and of
redemption for Jesus (Luke

2.22-39).
They brought Jesus, their firstborn, to the priests in
Jerusalem for redemption, to be gained back from
God in exchange for the proper sacrifices (see
Numbers 18.15). They also had observed the time of
seclusion and purification for Mary, the seven plus
33 days required for women who bore male infants
(see Leviticus 12 & 15).
Everything was proceeding as required that sunny
morning when Joseph and Mary brought the infant
Jesus to the Temple – and then they encountered
Simeon and Anna.
The angel Gabriel had told Mary before she was
even pregnant that her firstborn son would be great,
and his kingdom would last forever. The shepherds
had told her that an angel had said the son was to be
the Messiah, the Lord. Now Simeon delivered a
more troubling oracle.
This son they redeemed today would be the salvation of all people – a light of revelation to the
Gentiles and of glory for Israel. But there was some-
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thing else.
“Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 'This child is destined for the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed – and a sword will pierce your own soul
too'” (Luke 2.34-35).
As a young man, Jesus echoed Simeon's perplexing oracle. “Do you think that I have come to bring
peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!” (Luke 12.51).
Jesus' message forced people to make choices. He
didn't smooth everything out. He unsettled things.
I don't kneel by my bed to pray any more, and I
am now myself one of the adults in disagreement
about God's unchanging law. Nonetheless, I still
want to hear God's call and know what is required
of me.
Jesus was for us God's audible voice. Yet he was
also a sign that was opposed. For this reason, we
must seek his voice in the writings of those who were
themselves taking sides in the early divisions Jesus
caused.
I didn't sleep by the altar as a boy. I didn't hear
God's audible call. But my Baptist upbringing taught
me something. I learned to approach Scripture knowing God could be heard there.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor and chair of the
Department of Philosophy, Wittenberg University.
His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.

SUMMER CAMP

PROCTER CAMP: In our words
“Relationships forged by God”
The task is quite daunting. How can I translate
the best weeks of my life into three paragraphs? It
is nearly impossible to distill that much emotion
into that little space, but I'll do my
best, I'll do my best, ooooooh, I'll do my best for
you, oh, oh, oh…
Procter Camp & Conference Center is a little
slice of heaven on earth. Basically. Ask someone
who has been to summer camp, and they just
know. We get to play ultimate Frisbee, swim in
the pool, (and unfortunately, occasionally the
pond) sing songs and sit by the campfire at night.
There is scarcely a moment (outside of worship,
of course…) when laughter cannot be heard on
some part of the grounds. But Procter isn't really
about the stuff we do. The pool, slab and campfire all take a back seat to the relationships forged
by God that we discover for ourselves at camp.
For instance, the guys of cabin two last summer
will always remember the good times had in the
Bat Cave and the adventures of Koepke.
The best word I can use to describe those times
is “phantasmagorical,” which comes from phantasmagoria, the light emitted from a magic lamp.
Procter lights a desire in all of us for the happy
times and passion felt at camp.

– John Custer, 17, Church of the Redeemer

“Allowed me to
share in the joy”

“Allowed me to
share in my second home”

Procter provides an atmosphere of
openness, love and respect that brings
to life a rich personality in every
individual. Before spending a week
at Procter camp last summer, I had
felt disconnected from many of the
people around me. I sometimes found
it difficult to set aside time for meaningful conversations with my friends
and rarely listened closely enough to
appreciate the depth and uniqueness
every person possesses. Spending a
week at Procter allowed me to share
in the joy felt by other Christians my
age, and this opened my heart to a
new way of interacting with others.
Not only did I learn the names of
more than 70 other campers, but I
also came to love and understand
each individual. Having this experience has allowed me to reevaluate
my interactions with the people who
surround me in my everyday life and
to become a better friend to others.

I have been attending Procter Camp for as long as I
can remember. Kids like me don't usually think of
“church camps” as being fun. When some people hear
the phrase, they may even picture chanting in Latin or
meditating for five hours. Procter is different.
As soon as you step out of your car, it's like you're at
home. Nobody cares what you look like, what you're
wearing or how many pairs of shoes you own.
You are automatically accepted.
I've experienced the wonders of Procter firsthand.
The counselors are like older brothers and sisters. How
many college kids do you know who spend their summers hanging out with younger kids? The staff plays
games and jokes around with us, but they also treat us
as equals. They talk to you like they've known you forever, and they include everyone -- no matter what.
One of the truly remarkable things about Procter is
the closeness of the campers. I'm an only child at
home, but at Procter, it's like I have nine sisters. The
other kids who attend Procter come from everywhere
around southern Ohio, yet even though we come from
totally different places, in the first few hours, it's like
we are a family. At Procter, God can be found everywhere from a counselor's smile to a hot plate of scalloped potatoes. It will always be my second home.

– Jonathan Hilton, 16,
Christ Church, Glendale
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– Sarah Hobbs, 13, Trinity, Columbus

