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Formation Conference
to build foundation
for ministry
The Formation Conference on Feb. 23 will play a critical
role in charting the course of ministry and mission in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal called for the conference
at the 133rd Diocesan Convention in November, saying
that a focus of formation in all aspects of the Christian walk
emerged as the diocese’s priority after months of listening
sessions and meetings with diocesan leaders.
The conference will explore formation as it relates to a
variety of issues. The morning presentations led by Bishop
Breidenthal, the Rev. Karl Rattan and the Rev. Canon Anne
Wrider will examine issues with more obvious connections
to formation, such as liturgy, study and the spiritual life. In
the afternoon, workshops will delve into issues with less
obvious but still important relationships to formation, such
as money, the political process and service to others.
This Formation Conference will lay the groundwork for
the Mission Convocation, to be held May 3. That gathering will build upon an understanding of formation on a
personal, congregational and diocesan level and translate
formation into action and service.
Bishop Breidenthal invites all clergy, wardens, vestry
and mission council members to attend as well as other
congregational leaders and youth members. The conference is limited to 350 people, so register now.

– Richelle Thompson, Interchange editor
Bob McGonagle, the sexton at Church of the Redeemer, walks through Washington Park in Over-the-Rhine.
Once homeless and now a recovering alcoholic, McGonagle recently won an award for his advocacy for the
homeless. Photo by Richelle Thompson
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Bob McGonagle points out
the dumpsters that he used as
bathrooms and the alleys where
he slept. He shows teenagers
from middle class communities
the bars that were his favorites,
street corners prostitutes favor
and where the homeless go when
frostbite threatens.
This tour of the downtown
Cinicnnati neighborhood of
Over-the-Rhine – site of the race
riots in 2001 – is a requirement
for youth who want to participate in summer mission trips at
Church of the Redeemer, Hyde
Park.

“It’s easy for people in the
middle class to go and say, ‘I’m
going to work among the poor.’
And it makes them feel good,”
says the Rev. Alice Connor,
curate at Redeemer and head
of the church’s youth program.
“We want them to see and feel
the helplessness of the situation,
to witness the people and places
that are important to the culture
of poverty.”
McGonagle makes an excellent guide, Connor says.
“He has experienced this stuff
and come out the other side of
it, with God’s help,” she says.
“He’s one of the few who has
broken out of the cycle and can
speak truth in a way where the

kids really hear it. My voice
would be observation. His is
experience.”
McGonagle took his first
drink at age 10. By 19, he needed three beers just to steady his
hands enough to shave. Over
the years, McGonagle was in
and out of jail and rehab a
dozen times. He grew acres of
marijuana in Arkansas, slept
with women across the Midwest
and racked up 10 drunk driving
charges.
By 1998, McGonagle was living on the streets of Cincinnati.
He drank a case of beer every

PLEASE SEE
COVENANT, PAGE 8

If you go
Formation
Conference
What is formation?
What does it mean in our
lives, our churches, our
communities?
Feb. 23 at Procter Camp &
Conference Center
Registration starts at 9:30
a.m.
Program from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.
Register online at www.episcopal-dso.org, Formation
Pre-registration required.
Registration deadline: Feb. 15
Cost: $15
Questions: Geri McDaniel
at 800.582.1712 or geri_
mcdaniel@episcopal-dso.org.

REFLECTIONS

Bishop reports on breakout sessions
At the conclusion of our annual convention last
November, I said I would study the notes on the breakout
sessions and report back to the diocese. For those of you
who were not able to be present, these sessions focused
on three questions:
1. What forms you as a Christian in your parish and in
the diocese?
2. What gets in the way of formation?
3. How can we best foster transparency, leadership and
connection in Southern Ohio?
These questions arose directly out of what I learned
from the listening sessions last spring and sought to take
that initial conversation a step further. In the listening
sessions, I asked you, “What is your heart’s desire for the
diocese?” What I heard in the spring led me, and all the
people I consulted with along the way, to conclude that
what this diocese is hungry for is formation, understood
in the broadest sense as the process of growing in Christ.
Secondarily, I heard that you want (a) more transparency
about money and any other area where important decisions are made; (b) wider leadership and easier access to
leadership; and (c) more opportunities for congregations
and individuals within the diocese to meet and work
together. The breakout sessions in Dayton last fall sought
to push the conversation to the next to the step, by seeing
if your understanding of formation matched up with what
I heard in the listening sessions, and to hear further from
you about transparency, leadership and connection.
It is very clear to me that the term “formation” makes
sense to this diocese. I have become aware that to some
people in the diocese this word has a strongly negative
connotation, by which it is associated with conformity
and towing the line. So I want to stress that this is not
what I mean by this term. Formation names the whole
process whereby we are equipped and empowered to
minister in Christ’s Name. Formation is about rising out
of conformity into witness, out of dependence on the
leadership of others into Spirit-authorized initiative and
collaboration with others.
There is a good match between your answers to the
question, “What forms you,” and what emerged at the
listening sessions. Overwhelmingly, you find that you
have been and are shaped as followers of Christ through
the personal witness of others in your faith community

and in the example and witness
of your parents and others who
were your role models as you
were growing up. Right behind
these agents of formation come
worship and your community
with one another in your local
congregations, followed directly
by outreach and Bible study. I
was glad to see that sermons
were formative for some of you,
along with personal spiritual disciplines and educational opportunities (e.g. EFM – Education
for Ministry).
What gets in the way of formation? This was clearly a challenging question, since every
breakout group produced fewer responses to it. Here is
what I glean from it: For many of you, what gets in the
way is the fear of change. But I am not sure how to interpret this information, since it seems like the usual answer
to the question about what stands in the way of church
growth. Is it possible that the question, “What stands in
the way of formation,” was heard as a question about
church growth? Or was this, more deeply, an admission
that for many of us (myself included) formation in Christ
is impeded by our fear of change, since following Jesus
is likely to change everything.
I would also like to share with you your answers to the
questions relating to transparency, leadership and connection (TLC).
In my view, transparency and communication are the
same thing. Clarity and straightforwardness about decision-making require clear communication. At convention, I pledged transparency about how diocesan trust
funds are deployed. I intend to follow through with this.
At the same time, transparency and communication are
not only about the conversation between the diocese and
congregations. It is about the how we interact with one
another. Many voices were raised in the break-out sessions about the need for communications between congregations, within and across deanery lines. Not surprisingly, many of the suggestions had to do with improved
technology:

BISHOP
THOMAS E.
BREIDENTHAL

To view the raw data from the breakout
sessions, visit the diocesan website
at www.episcopal-dso.org, Diocesan
Convention, Breakout report.
• Capacity for ease of discussion online
• Creation by diocese of website template and/or host
website
• Diocesan funding for creating local websites
• Deanery-level e-news
When it came to leadership, your responses were a bit
less clear. Those of you who spoke to this issue affirmed
that all of us, lay and ordained, are authorized by baptism
to be ministers of Christ in the world. But fewer people
responded to this question, and this suggests to me that
there is uncertainty in this diocese about who may claim
authority and who may not. In any case, here is the information I have gleaned:
• We should not keep electing the same people over
and over
• Leadership is about change over time
• Available talent and skill should be actively recruited
• Potential skill should be cultivated (youth, young
adults, volunteers)
• Recruitment should include follow-through
• Emergent leadership should be supported by guidance and mentorship
As for connection, one message came out loud and
clear. You want the deaneries to play a greater role in
diocesan life and to be responsible for more active interchange among congregations.
I am looking forward to the Formation Retreat on
February 23, when we can confirm what we have agreed
on so far, and see how this might play out in our local and
diocesan life. I have no doubt that God is leading us to a
new adventure. Let us be alive to the call.
Contact Bishop Breidenthal at
bishop_breidenthal@episcopal-dso.org.

Bishop announces staff changes

John Johanssen

Chris Stires

Throughout the past year, the diocesan staff has
undergone several changes as part of the transition
to a new episcopate and to better reflect the focus
on formation. I am thankful for the staff’s patience,
support and hard work through this transition.
I am pleased to announce the re-structuring of
the senior clergy on staff. As you know, Canon Walt
Mycoff has announced his retirement, effective at the
end of April. I have asked the Rev. John Johanssen,
currently the rector of St. Alban’s, Bexley, to join
the diocesan staff as the Canon for Congregational
Formation. John has significant experience both in
parishes and on diocesan staffs, and I look forward
to his expertise in supporting the vitality and growth
of our congregations. John will join the staff in
March. I have asked Canon Mycoff to work with
John in the transition as well as continue to serve as
priest-in-charge of St. Matthew’s, Westerville, until
that congregation is able to call a new priest.

Canon Vicki Zust will move from her position
as Canon to the Ordinary to Canon for Ministry
Formation. Her primary duties will include oversight and administration for deployment and for
the ordination process. I have asked the Rev. Karl
Rattan to move from his part-time position as dean
of the Anglican Academy to a full-time position as
Canon for Life Formation. In addition to his work
with the diaconate and laity training, Karl will
handle public policy matters and be a key player in
education programming for the diocese.
Bishop Price will continue with his work as
suffragan and take on the critical role of crisis
management.
I also am pleased to announce that Chris Stires
has accepted a three-year contract to serve as chief
financial officer. He joins with Richelle Thompson,
director of communications, to complete the rest of
the executive staff of the diocese.
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Patricia Perkins, finance assistant, and Heather
Windle, finance secretary, moved in December
from contract employees to members of diocesan
staff, so the finance office is well-staffed and ready
to serve. (Learn more about Patti and Heather on
page 3) Also in November, we welcomed Yvonne
Allen-Smith as my executive assistant, and Julie
Murray moved to a new position as communications specialist.
We are still sorting out responsibilities for each
member of the staff and will report those to you as
the decisions are made.
I have been with you for a year now and feel like
we are nearing the end of the first stage of transition. It has been a joy to listen to you and to get to
know the people of the diocese. I look forward to
our next stage together, with formation as the focus
for our ministry and mission.

– Tom Breidenthal
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Facing the unknown with confidence
Part of my responsibility as an officer of
the House of Bishops is to serve on a team
that visits potential sites for future meetings
of the General Convention. I spent the first
full week of January traveling with that team
to scope out a city for our 2012 convention.
In each place, the convention bureau, convention center staff and representatives of
the diocese made a case for why the convention should come to their city.
We began this process last year. Since we
have to work five years in advance, some of
the data we have is based on future plans,
hopes and dreams that are yet to be realized. Convention centers will be enlarged or
remodeled, new hotels and restaurants built,
airports and transportation systems renewed
and perhaps, in five years, bishops will
change. Top this off with the fact that in five
years, the very composition of the Episcopal
Church may be different. All of these factors
influence the group in making a major decision that will commit immense dollars and
countless hours of work.
In talking with the convention bureau
personnel, I was impressed with how confident they all were about projected changes in their cities and convention centers.
In some cases, they knew these changes
would be met with resistance from the
citizens of their community. Many people
do not want to see things change, even if
it means progress or greater potential for
growth. In one of the communities we visited, I was impressed with the sensitivity
of the development company in blending
revitalization projects with the traditional
feel of the community. They also had
expended great effort in educating and
bringing the public on board. They had a
sense of real mission.
As I had time to reflect on my various visits during my trip back to Columbus, I drew
some comparisons with what we are facing
in our church today. As our church struggles
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to be responsive
to Scripture and
the tenets of our
Baptismal Covenant
and yet still relate
to our place in the
21st century, we run
smack up against
values that seem to
be at odds with how
we are living out
our faith today. As
we struggle to make
Scripture relevant to
our life situations,
we sometimes find ourselves at odds with
others whose interpretation of Scripture
leads them down very different paths.
The 2008 Lambeth Gathering is just a
few months away. A centerpiece of that
gathering for the 800+ bishops involved is
a significant time for Scripture study each
day we are together. Remarkable and powerful things can happen when people confront Scripture honestly. Given this, there
is unrest as to what the future may hold
not only for the Episcopal Church but also
for the whole Anglican Communion. We
want desperately to hold on to that which
is sacred in our historical faith, and yet we
cannot put our heads in the sand and pretend
the world does not change.
In many ways, we in the church are being
asked to act as those convention staffs. We
are being called to project with confidence
where we are going, to predict with enthusiasm what impact changes will have on the
future. And yet at the same time, we must
plan with confidence and faith for a day that
will hold we know not what.
I am soon coming upon the 40th anniversary of my ordination. I am struck with how different my life, the world, and even the church
is than when I began my ministry in 1968. In
so many ways, things have not ended up like I

predicted or even dreamed of. But I would not
trade a moment of it, nor will I cease anticipating excitedly what lies yet ahead.
Yet in the midst of it all, one thing
has remained constant: Jesus Christ has
remained the center of my life. When I
have erred, he has forgiven. When I have
failed, he has picked me up. When I have
succeeded, he has reminded me that without
Him, it never would have happened.
In the midst of all that has changed
and is changing, Jesus remains constant.
Ultimately it is my faith in him that allows
me to boldly plan for tomorrow, even though
there is not a clear sense of how tomorrow
will ultimately be lived out. Because of the
constancy of Jesus, there has never been a
tomorrow that, when it arrived was not OK,
even if it was far different than what I had
anticipated.
Soon our General Convention team will
make a recommendation to the Executive
Council for the site of the 2012 General
Convention. We will do so even though we
are unsure how that site will actually be in
2012 or how our church will look then. But
we will do so confident that God will still be
securely in place and that the love of Jesus
Christ will still prevail. Secure in that fact,
we will recommend that we plow ahead
confidently.
That is how we as Episcopalians are
being asked to live today. We may be unsure
of how our church will shake down, surprised that our own predictions and dreams
are not what we thought they would be, and
we may be unsettled by the unknown. Even
so, we can still be confident that through the
grace of Jesus Christ, all will work out. It
is a great time to be an Episcopalian in this
wacky world in which we live.
Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan
of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Contact him at bishopken@aol.com.

Welcome: New staff

As the diocesan staff continues to transition and take shape under Bishop Breidenthal, we officially welcome Patricia Perkins and
Heather Windle in the finance department. Both have served as temporary employees for the diocese since late summer but became diocesan employees as of Dec. 1. See page 2 for more staff news.

Patricia (Patti) Perkins

Position: Accounting assistant, full-time
Family: My husband James and I celebrated our 35th wedding
anniversary on Jan 27. We have two sons, David, 30, and Matt,
26. We also have two grandchildren, Erik, 4 and Riley, 10 months.
Home: I have lived in Harrison (on the west side of Cincinnati)
for about 40 years.
Previous experience: I worked at Kelly’s Crafts Ross Ohio for 21
years. I was the Office Director, which meant that my duties
included accounting, human resources, some information technology oversight
and anything else that needed to be done!
What I’m reading: The Street Lawyer by John Grisham
Hobbies: Reading, baking and spending time with my grandchildren
Must-see TV: Private Practice
First impressions of the diocese: Everyone is very helpful. The job itself is quite different than what I was accustomed to. I was dealing more with employees and their
issues, while at the diocese, it is primarily accounting.
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Heather Windle

Position: Finance secretary, part-time
Family: My husband Chris and I have
two boys, Tyler, 7, and Evan, 2.
Home: Lifelong resident of Withamsville,
an east-side suburb of Cincinnati.
Previous experience: I worked as a payroll specialist for 3 ½ years at Paycor,
Inc. Prior to that, I was the operations
manager for Fiber Maintenance of Cincinnati and its sister
company, Healthy Indoor Air Strategies, for five years.
Hobbies: I enjoy making crafts with my kids and making
blankets that are donated to Project Linus.
Dream vacation spot: Any place that’s warm with an ocean view.
Must-see TV: Survivor, Grey’s Anatomy, any episode of
Friends
First impressions of the diocese: Very friendly and inviting

NEWS

YOUTH NOTES
Youth mission grants available

After its successful “Youth 2 Missions” Fundraiser last spring, the
National & World Mission Commission of the Diocese of Southern Ohio is
now accepting applications for grants for Diocesan youth going on mission
trips. The first deadline for applications is Feb. 29. Any youth ages 14-18
participating in a mission trip in 2008 may apply. Youth must have a connection to an Episcopal congregation, with applications signed by a clergy
person.
All of the grant (100%) must be used for the mission trip. Any mission
trip providing human or social services qualifies for these grants. There are
two different types of grants: A basic grant of $50 regardless of need and
additional need-based grants of up to $1,000. All youth participating in mission trips are encouraged to apply for the basic grant. There will be another
deadline on April 30. However, due to limited funds, youth are encouraged
to submit applications for the February deadline.
Additional information and applications can be downloaded from the
Diocese of Southern Ohio website,www.episcopal-dso.org, Programs/
Ministries, Youth grants. For more information or to receive a paper copy
of application materials, please contact the Rev. Nancy Hopkins-Greene at
nancy@redeemer-cincy.org or 513-321-6700.

Sign up for Spring Service Blitz
St. George’s Episcopal Church, Washington Township and All Saints
Episcopal Church, Portsmouth, are sponsoring the first annual Spring
Service Blitz on March 28-30. Hosted by the youth of All Saints, Portsmouth
, this will be a weekend opportunity for high school youth from around the
diocese to meet new people, do meaningful service and have a great time
laughing and praying together. The cost for the entire weekend – including food, supplies and entertainment – is only $35 per person. Please visit
www.stgeorgeohio.org for complete registration information.

Check out the summer camp schedule and sign up now! Visit www.dsoyouth.org

SCHOLAR’S CORNER
What is the relevance of the Old Testament for Christians? So
much of it has to do with laws that the Jews back then lived by but
are not part of Christianity. All those laws seem totally irrelevant to
us as Christians and don’t speak to us at all. I do find the Psalms
beautiful and inspiring, but even in the Psalms, there are references
to offering sacrifices and to the Jewish Temple that as a Christian, I
just can’t relate to.
You have given expression to something
that I don’t know how many Christians have
ever verbalized. There is a sense in which
the Old Testament addresses us in a different
way than the New Testament does.
First off, the New Testament was written by people like us for whom Jesus is
very important. For us, Jesus is central
to our thinking and indispensable for
our understanding of God and God’s
purposes, and that was true of the New
Testament writers too. In contrast, Jesus
did not enter at all into the thoughts
and minds of the Old Testament writers
beyond hopes they may have had about
God someday sending the Messiah to
make all things right. They wrote on the
basis of the same conception of God the
Creator that we Christians have, but a
Jesus played no part in their thinking.
The other major fact that distances us from
the Old Testament is that the Old Testament
was written by Jews for Jews, while the
New Testament was written by Christians
for Christians. It is true that most of the

New Testament writers were Jewish by birth
(Luke is the clearest exception), but they were
Jewish Christians writing mainly to Gentile
or mixed congregations where it was understood that Gentiles did not need to convert to
Judaism and join the Jewish people to belong
to the Church and that Gentile Christians
would not observe Jewish Law. This meant
that Gentile Christians would read the Old
Testament from a position where they stood
outside the Jewish people.
Christians reading the Old Testament
are always aware on some level that they
are not Jews, while Jews are always aware
when they read it that they are Jews, the
exact same people who were brought out
of Egypt, who stood at Mt. Sinai, who
accepted “the yoke of the Law” (the obligation to keep Jewish Law), and so on.
Now if there had been no Gentile mission
allowing Gentiles into the Church without
converting to Judaism and therefore all
Christians were Jews, part of the Jewish
people, then we Christians would have
the same direct, relatively uncomplicated
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relation to the Old
Testament and the
Jewish tradition
that Jews have.
We would all be
directly addressed
by every verse of
the Old Testament.
But as it is, we
Christians are not
directly addressed
by
the
Old
Testament because
it was written by
Jews to Jews. We are not Jews and are
therefore outsiders to the Old Testament in
a fundamental way.
Now, I don’t mean to say that the Old
Testament is of no interest or value to
Christians. On the contrary, it is crucial
that Christians retain the Old Testament
and the connection with the Judaic tradition. Without it, we turn into Marcionites
or Gnostics with a “Judenfrei” totally
Gentile Christianity that “came out of
nowhere” with Jesus but was in no historical continuity with what had gone
before.
But when we read the Old Testament,
there is a sense of distance between us and
the people we read about. They lived in
very different cultures from us, Jewish cultures that will of necessity be strange to us
to a degree. We have to see what is trans-
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ferable to us – even if not everything is.
Modern Jews actually have something
of the same problem (but not as much as
we Christians do) because the rabbinic
Judaism that developed after the Old
Testament is not identical to the Judaism
of the biblical period. Not every law in
the Old Testament has continued to the
present among the Jewish people. There
is a culture gap for Jews too. But because
there is a sense of identity (“they are us”)
with the people of the Old Testament that
is different from the sense of identity
that Christians have and stronger than
Christians what have, the gap is less for
modern Jews.
As Christians, we have the task of relating ourselves to the stories and the people
of the Old Testament and seeing them as
our ancestors in the faith, though of a different ethnic group and a vastly different
culture with laws and practices different
from ours. It can be done, and Christians
have always done it, but when it has been
done in too simple a way, sometimes
legalism has resulted.
The Rev. William Gartig is priest-in-charge
at St. Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati.
Questions about the Bible or other
religious subjects may be sent to 2146
Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

NEWS

Local expert tapped to head Episcopal Appalachian Ministries
Michael Maloney has been appointed Interim Executive
Director of Episcopal Appalachian Ministries (EAM),
a coalition of ten Episcopal dioceses, which include
much of the Appalachian region. The office of EAM
during this interim period will move from Knoxville to
Cincinnati. Maloney will continue his current responsibilities as Appalachian Ministry consultant to the Diocese
of Southern Ohio and staff for the Episcopal Network
for Economic Justice. He talked with Julie Murray,
Interchange assistant editor, about his newest ministry.
What are the responsibilities of the executive director?
The executive director assists the board in developing and
implementing program and policies, supervises the work
of part-time staff and volunteers, provides staff support to
a region-wide network of community-based organizations
and communicates with ecumenical partners and fund raising. The appointment is for no more than three years. During
this time, I expect to work with the Appalachian bishops
to renew the mandate for Episcopal Appalachian Ministry
from the bishops and the national church.
What do you bring to this position?
My Appalachian experience began with my growing
up in the heart of the Cumberland Mountains of Eastern
Kentucky. I have served Appalachian organizations in a
variety of capacities since 1968. My administrative experience includes being the founding executive director of
Cincinnati’s Urban Appalachian Council. I am a founding member of the Appalachian Studies Association and
have taught Appalachian studies at several universities
and colleges. I have been associated with the Episcopal
Church’s Appalachian ministry for 35 years.
How does being named executive director affect the
position you hold in this diocese?

My work for the diocese will
be enhanced by these contacts and
resources. The pace will be intensive.
But I have structured things so that the
EAM work replaces the part-time job I
have held with Catholic Social Services
for most of the last 25 years, and Sandra
Majors Elledge, the outgoing executive
director, will handle certain duties on
a contractual basis. I also will contract
with others to help with the website and
Michael Maloney
clerical duties. On the negative side, I
will have to pay a lot of attention to time management.
What is your vision for EAM?
Interims have to be careful about articulating visions,
but I want to work with the bishops and the board to
better articulate and carry out the vision of witnessing
Christ’s love to the people of Appalachia. This includes
being clear on what is expected by our member dioceses
and getting their full cooperation in carrying out our program and structure. I also want to increase the number
of member dioceses and renew our mandate from the
national church. Most of all I want to be supportive of
clergy and lay leaders who are working so hard to minister in rural and urban Appalachian communities, often
under difficult circumstances.
What goals or changes would you like to champion
nationally during your tenure?
I would like to see the national church unequivocally
affirm EAM’s ministry by allocating the Appalachian
Initiatives Fund to EAM. I want to help reorganize the
network of community development projects that collapsed with the death of the Commission on Religion in

Appalachia. I want to help ensure that there is a structure of ongoing ecumenical cooperation in Appalachian
Ministry. I also want EAM to continue to be a voice
against the destruction of the environment by industry
and a voice for more jobs and educational opportunities
for Appalachian people. And I want to see EAM’s work
camps and work with small churches to continue.
What about on a diocesan level?
I want to see the Mountain Grace conference
continue as the leading Episcopal Church gathering
on Appalachian ministry. I want to see our diocesan EAM committee continue to be a model for
other dioceses. One of our projects this year will
be to develop resources on sustainable community
economic development. We also will upgrade our
website. I like working as a member of our diocesan
team to support clergy and lay people in their ministry work. A lot of this work is about affirming people
in the good work they are doing and creating pride in
our Appalachian and small church heritages.
Anything else you would like to add?
I am so grateful for the support I have enjoyed in my
ministry from the bishops, clergy and people of this
diocese. When I travel, I am always proud to speak of
the work that’s being done in our diocese. I have worked
with a lot of the congregations in developing outreach
ministries and now I am really pleased with how ECSF,
our youth ministry, Procter Fund, Congregational Life
and other programs work to support local ministries. Our
diocese is truly “a beloved community.
Want to be involved in Episcopal Appalachian Ministry?
Contact Michael Maloney at meamon@aol.com

St. Paul’s:

Keeping
local kids
‘in the loop’
Knitters at St. Paul’s, Chillicothe, pose with their knitting projects after the Rev. Ed Payne blessed their pieces of craftsmanship. They are, from left: Jane Story-Bost, Pam Burton, Ruth Seufzer, Bev Hinty, Betty Story
and Mary McKell. Not pictured are Rachel Harrell and Lynn Albright.

O

Knitters in action at St. Paul’s, Chillicothe.

ver the past decade, the knitting ministry of St. Paul’s, Chillicothe, has sent
nearly 300 sweaters to Guideposts’
Knit for Kids ministry. These sweaters
have been sent around the world.
Last fall, St. Paul’s member Jane Story Bost
wanted to add a local element to the knitting
ministry. She advertised in the community calendar of the local newspaper for knitters to join in a
Knit for Ross County Kids program. In addition
to the half dozen St. Paul’s knitters, three or four
people from the community joined the women
on Thursday mornings to knit sweaters, scarves,
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mittens and hats.
Within two months, the women had knitted
more than 200 cold weather items that were
distributed by the Jaycees to needy kids in the
community.
“I wanted to do something for the local kids
who are in need,” said Bost. “I wanted to keep
them in the loop.”
The knitting ministry continues to meet on
Thursdays at 10 a.m. at St. Paul’s, Chillicothe. All
are welcome to attend. To learn more, contact Bost
at 740.775.3137 or janestorybost@horizonview.net.

– Richelle Thompson
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2008 ECSF grantees

Advent, Cincinnati - $5,000 Open Door
All Saints, Portsmouth - $2,000 Journey by Faith Health Ministry
Christ Church, Springfield - $9,000 IHN, Jobs & More, Peace Camp
Epiphany, Nelsonville- $4,000 Free Community Dinner and Nelsonville
Food Pantry
Good Shepherd, Athens - $1,000 Wednesday Free Lunch
Grace, Cincinnati - $1,500 Aiken High School Community Chorus
Holy Trinity, Oxford - $5,000 Oxford Choice Pantry
Our Saviour, Cincinnati - $5,000 GED programs in four neighborhoods
Epiphany, Urbana - $750 Champaign County Youth Choir
St. Andrew’s & St. Margaret’s, Dayton - $3,000 St. Margaret’s Food
Pantry
St. Andrew’s, Washington Court House - $2,000 Spirit of Christmas for
Kids (SOCKS)
Redeemer, Cincinnati - $5,000 Interfaith Hospitality Network
St. Cyprian, Columbus: $1,860 English as a Second Language
St. Edward’s, Whitehall - $2,000 St. Edward’s Preschool
St. James, Piqua - $2,500 St. James Pantry
St. James, Zanesville - $1,500 Friendship Dinner
St. John’s Cambridge - $1,000 Operation Dry Bottoms
St. John’s Columbus - $12,500 Grant for many ministries including
meals, emergency assistance, GED, Street Church, mentoring and
tutoring children
St. Luke’s, Marietta - $3,000 Caring Connection
St. Margaret’s, Dayton - $2,000 Summer Arts Camp
St. Mark’s, Dayton - $1,000 Kemp School –Church Partnership
St. Mary’s Hillsboro - $8,500 Samaritan Outreach, Soup’s On,
Highland Homeless Shelter
St. Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati - $3,000 Health and Wellness
Program
St. Patrick, Lebanon - $2,000 The Greenhouse (transitional housing)
St. Paul’s, Logan - $3,750 Community Dinner and Meals on Wheels
St. Paul’s, Martin’s Ferry - $4,000 St. Paul’s Food Cupboard
St. Peter’s, Delaware - $2,000 Second Fridays
St. Peter’s, Gallipolis - $2,000 Community Building
St. Philip’s, Cincinnati - $4,000 Churches Active in Northside
St. Stephen’s, Columbus - $5,000 Neighborhood Services, Inc.
Trinity, Bellaire - $1,000 Trinity Hospitality Ministry
Trinity, Columbus - $2,000 ID’s for Ex-Offenders
Trinity, Hamilton - $4,000 Wonderful Wednesdays Tutoring and Bridge
of Hope
Trinity, London - $2,500 Ministry for Community
Trinity, Troy - $3,800 Torrence Medical Fund and Partners in Hope
Trinity, McArthur - $2,000 Community Feeding and Vinton Care
Coordinators

ECSF awards 45 grants
for community ministry
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Meeting Jan. 12, the trustees of the Episcopal
Community Ministry Foundation awarded $120,160 in
grants to aid ministries to meet myriad human needs
throughout the Diocese of Southern Ohio. The grants
will go to 45 different projects involving members of
more than half the Episcopal congregations of the diocese.
To win a grant, a church must document a serious
human need in the community and describe how the
project will involve the congregation in a significant
way to make a difference. The funded ministries address
an array of issues, from homelessness to the struggles of
poor children to succeed in school.
Many grants will help local Episcopal churches to
leverage their own support of ecumenical ministries.
These range from emergency assistance programs, like
Samaritan Outreach in Hillsboro, to coalitions such as
Ministry for Community in Madison County, which
engages stakeholders to tackle systemic issues including
foreclosure, and providing health care for the increasing
number of uninsured people.
“It’s incredibly inspiring to be able to empower such
great ministries,” said the Rev. David Halt, ECSF Board
President, at the conclusion of the trustees’ meeting. “It
couldn’t be done without the generosity of many individuals and congregations.”
The grants will go to 36 congregations. One, Redeemer,
applied on behalf of 10 Episcopal churches in Greater
Cincinnati who help shelter homeless families through
the Interfaith Hospitality Network. Eight churches are
receiving grants for two or more different ministries.
Eleven ministries are receiving ECSF grants for the first
time this year, among them the innovative health ministry at All Saints, Portsmouth (See story on Page 16).

Types of ministries supported by
2008 ECSF grants

Three-quarters of the projects will receive the full
amount requested. Only three proposals were declined
this year, with suggestions of other funding sources that
should be a better fit.
ECSF is a foundation created by Diocesan Convention
in 1991 to assist the community ministry of congregations in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. In addition to
grants, ECSF’s staff and volunteers organize conferences and workshops and provide free planning help. Grants
come from the freewill gifts of hundreds of individuals
and churches.
Feel free to call or email ECSF’s executive director
Ariel Miller or visit ECSF’s website to learn more about
the funded projects and other anti-poverty initiatives
throughout Southern Ohio at www.ecsfsouthernohio.
org, 513.221.0547 or ecsf@eos.net

Clergy challenge succeeds, raises almost twice the goal
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
“This is marvelous news. I can’t wait
to announce this to the congregation at
the service this morning. God bless
you all!” exclaimed Amy Schultze on
learning that Trinity, Hamilton, has
won ECSF grants to aid two dynamic
outreach ministries she helped launch.
Her response epitomized the joy of lay
leaders across the diocese who learned
that the ECSF board had approved
grants for their community ministries
the weekend of Jan. 12.
May those thanks fly like angels to the
ear of everyone who contributed so generously during ECSF’s Advent fund drive!
The $20,000 dollar-for-dollar matching challenge by the bishops and 33
fellow clergy in November inspired
laypeople to send more than $37,000
in personal contributions between
Diocesan Convention and the end of

the year – almost twice the goal. The
number of people giving $200 or more
went up 26% over 2006.
“It is great to see the clergy walk the
talk,” said Peg Spitler of All Saints,
Cincinnati, who has supported ECSF
for several years as a donor and volunteer on the grants committee. “When
laypeople see leadership like this from
their clergy, they see the importance
of getting involved.” The truth of
her words was borne out by the many
prayers and words of encouragement
that laypeople enclosed with their
Advent contributions.
Church contributions to ECSF in
2007 were the greatest ever! Seventy
congregations – 85% of the diocese –
made gifts or pledges totaling $62,000
last year, $12,000 more than in 2006.
This includes a special contribution
from Calvary, Cincinnati, whose vestry
voted generously to share part of the
fruits of the parish capital campaign.

St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington, Christ
Church, Glendale, and Christ Church,
Xenia, which had already contributed
earlier in the year, sent extra contributions from their outreach budgets during the Advent Challenge. St. Patrick’s,
Dublin, St. Stephen’s, Columbus, and
two Cincinnati parishes – Our Saviour
and Ascension & Holy Trinity – took up
special Christmas collections to aid community ministry by sister congregations.
On behalf of all the people in
need who will gain relief, aid, comfort and courage through your gifts,
thank you to every person and all the
churches who have given generously
to strengthen the network of love and
care provided by Episcopal congregations across Southern Ohio.
Ariel Miller is the executive
director of Episcopal Community
Services Foundation. Contact her at
huxleym@eos.net.
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Signed, sealed, and delivered! The Rev. John
Brandenburg, missioner of the East Central Ohio
Cluster, celebrated after the ECSF board approved
grants for 2008. He and fellow ECSF trustees spearheaded the highly effective challenge.
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Giving back: Artist uses

talent to support new ministries
BY THE REV. ROB BALDWIN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
For months, Rick Paldino wondered
what he could do to help St. James,
Piqua. This past summer, the congregation launched a capital campaign to raise
money for a greatly needed expansion
that would house outreach and Christian
formation programs. The new building
will be called “Rachel’s Place” after
Rachel Johnston, the wife of the founder
of both St. James and the city of Piqua.
The huge project would be difficult for
the congregation to undertake, and everyone had been asked to contribute what
they could toward the new building.
But what could Paldino do?
One day his wife suggested that he could
transform his profession as a clay potter
into a ministry for the church. For many
years, Paldino, 56, had been sculpting clay
upon a wheel, firing and glazing pieces as
a hobby and now had made the decision to
leave his previous work as a restaurateur
to focus on his enjoyment of working with
clay. Paldino mostly made bowls, pitchers
and even freehand whimsical statues that
were being sold throughout the region, and
he had often dreamed of creating a matching set of chalices, a paten, a baptismal
ewer and a basin for St. James. His wife,
Judy, asked, “Why couldn’t he do the same
for other churches -- and use the proceeds
for Rachel’s Place?”
“The more we thought about it, the

Rick Paldino sculpts a chalice as part of his support for Rachel’s Place, a new building that will house outreach and Christian formation
programs of St. James, Piqua. Photos by Tony Riffell
more the idea began to really connect in
our hearts, and we became very excited
about the possibility,” said Paldino.
He makes his own glazes, and while often
working with commercially-produced clay,
sometimes gathers clay from the Miami
Valley area. All of the work is done in a
workshop in the Paldino’s home.
Now, Paldino is working on developing

different styles of chalices, patens, pitchers for wine and water, baptismal basins,
basins for foot washing, and containers for
ashes for Ash Wednesday. He has gathered
together the fellow members of St. James’
Brotherhood of St. Andrew to help support
him in this endeavor and has even begun to
teach others in the church how to use the
pottery wheel, if they would like to learn.

Paldino said, “I thought about the parable of the talents, and how we are called
to take what we have been given and put
it to God’s purposes.”
Interested in supporting Rachel’s Place
and/or purchasing the handmade patens and chalices? Contact the church at
937.773.1241 or e-mail the Rev. Rob
Baldwin at deaconreb@yahoo.com

Integrity celebrates St. Aelred
BY ROBERT BENNETT
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
St. John’s, Worthington, hosted the
annual celebration of St. Aelred’s day
for Integrity Central Ohio, on Jan. 12,
2008, St. Aelred’s Day. Aelred is the
patron saint of Integrity, the organization working for the full inclusion of all
baptized people at all levels of ministry
in the Episcopal church. Integrity’s mission is to the lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered community and to the
Episcopal church.
Aelred was a 12th-century monk, the
abbot of Rievaulx, England. He is famous
for his writing on Spiritual Friendship. As
abbot, he encouraged particular friendships among his monks. His feast day was
included by the Episcopal Church in the
Lesser Feasts and Fasts calendar about 20
years ago.

The Rev. Philip College, the rector of
St. John’s, was celebrant and preacher,
with the assistance of the Rev. Dcn. Steve
Benner, the deacon at St. John’s, and
Michael Haberkorn, the organist. About
25 people attended the special service and
reception.
Most Integrity chapters commemorate
St. Aelred’s day with such an observance.
Integrity Central Ohio has celebrated at
St. Stephen’s in Columbus in recent years,
so it was a pleasure this year to celebrate
in another site, and the chapter thanks St.
John’s for its hosting. Officers of the chapter participated in the service as acolyte
and lectors, including Michael Harbin,
Warren McPherson, Mike Wernick and
Joel Flint.
Robert Bennett is the vice president of
Integrity for the Midwest region. Contact him
at bennettr@kenyon.edu.

Mike Wernick (left), Dan Ames (center), and A.J. Stack talk at the Feast of St. Aelred
celebration, about recent events in The Episcopal Church and the wider Communion.
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Homeless
Conference:
Unsheltered Life
Unsheltered Life is an interactive program designed and
presented by the Columbus
Coalition for the Homeless.
Through discussion, first-hand
accounts and experiential
learning activities, participants
will explore the following areas:
What is Homelessness?
· Develop a definition of homelessness based on personal
experience, facts, and participation in an activity about
some of the causes of homelessness.
· Explore personal/societal
stereotypes of the homeless
population as barriers to ending homelessness.
The Reality of Homelessness
· Listen to and reflect on the
stories of one or more currently/formerly homeless individuals and engage in conversation
with the speaker about the
experience.
Simulated Experience of
Homelessness
· Participate in “Three Days on
the Streets”, a simulation highlighting the challenges faced
by people who are homeless.
Share in theological reflection
on the experience.
Develop an Action Plan
· Develop a personal and congregational plan for working
toward the end of homelessness that sets achievable goals.
The conference is co-sponsored by St. John’s, Columbus
and the Episcopal Community
Services Foundation, with funding from the Jubilee Ministries
Office of the Episcopal Church
and ECSF.
The conference will be offered
at the Procter Camp &
Conference Center on March
15 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Cost is $20 (includes lunch).
To learn more or register, contact
St. John’s at 614.221.9328 or
revreat@aol.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
day. His friends were drunks and drug dealers. His family told him not to call.
The cops knew him by name.
He was one bad bar fight, one horrific bender from the end.
As the rest of the world celebrated the start of a new millennium, McGonagle
dropped to his knees and prayed for a new life.
“I said, ‘Lord, I’m ready to give back the life I never owned.’ And the
Lord said, ‘I’ve been waiting a long time for this. Go take care of business.’”
McGonagle headed to a bar for one last big drunk on New Year’s Eve. He was
hauled in to jail by the cops that night.
It was the last time he tasted alcohol.
“They say it in the AA meetings, and I guess it’s true for me,” says
McGonagle, now 54. “I was sick and tired of being sick and tired.”

HOMELESS ✣ ADVOCATE
gives back, challenges others to help

Addiction began early

✣

Beer bottles filled the big washtubs during the weekly block parties in the
Irish Catholic neighborhood where McGonagle grew up on the eastside of
Columbus. The men playing cards would ask Bobby to get a round of beers.
He’d get some for the men – and another round for the boys.
McGonagle was 10 when his father died from liver complications caused by
malaria contracted during World War II. His mother was 29 with five kids. She
married a guy at the milk and bread store a few years later.
“My mom tells me, ‘Bobby, the end of the table is for Roger’ – my stepfather. So I had to move to the side,” says McGonagle. A few years later, he
was thrown out of Catholic school. His mother and stepfather had two more
children, and they couldn’t tame Bobby, the oldest.
Alcohol “would take away any of my inhibitions,” says McGonagle. “When
I was drunk, I was fearless.”
He moved out at age 18 and started to hustle. Always a hard worker,
McGonagle rolled bagels by hand and sold them to delicatessens. He followed
a woman to Athens to open a bakery. With the college campus at the heart
of town, pot was easy to find. For $100, he could buy a big bag of weed and
mushrooms. He was coming home from a bar, racing through the streets of the
OU campus, when police arrested him the first time for drunk driving.
After serving his time in jail, McGonagle moved to Arkansas with some
friends who had bought 400 acres on which to plant marijuana. When he left a
few months later with the first harvest, McGonagle says he sold it to a couple
of Washington, D.C. lawyers for $20,000. After some time in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., “sleeping around, living off women,” McGonagle hitchhiked back to
Columbus.
“This guy I know is starting health food stores in Sears and Roebucks buildings,” says McGonagle. “He knows I’m a hard worker, that I’ll hustle, so he
hires me to open some new stores.”
Soon, McGonagle was wearing $500 suits, starting stores in Cincinnati, Columbus,
Cleveland and St. Louis. Still most days began with beer and whiskey – and if somebody else was buying – some cocaine. When he got bored, McGonagle moved to the
panhandle of Florida to help open Arby’s restaurants. On a trip home to Columbus, he
met a rich girl who had just broken up with a boyfriend. He told her she was welcome
to crash with him at his beach house in Pensacola.
A few weeks later, she showed up in her VW bug, filled with clothes and
horse riding trophies.
“Somehow, before we knew it, we fell in love,” says McGonagle. They
married, and on July 24, 1984, the couple had a daughter, Shelley. At about the
same time, McGonagle scored a good-paying job with Rockwell International
in Columbus, which lasted until the aircraft company started cutbacks. Over the
next few years, he took on a USA Today paper route, cut wood and sold ceiling
fans. He also was arrested twice for drunk driving. He had no license, but that
didn’t stop him from drinking – or driving.
The family moved to California to be closer to his wife’s mother. McGonagle
bought into a Winchell’s donuts franchise. Each morning, he picked up 200
dozen muffins and a case of beer. People called him the muffin man, even the
state troopers who pulled up next to his truck in the store parking lots. No one
said a word about the cooler of beer next to the muffins.
McGonagle taught Shelley how to fish and how to ride a bicycle. He was
around for the fun stuff, but he was no father. Alcohol always took priority. In
1991, his wife divorced him.
His drinking increased. McGonagle was in and out of jail: “For a sick individual like myself, jail was rest. Three hots and a cot. Somebody telling you
what to do the whole time. It was a welcome break from real life.”
Each arrest came with rehab and Alcoholics Anonymous classes.
“I read the books. I just never followed through with fixing myself,”
McGonagle says. “I was scared. I didn’t know who I would become without
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The Junior High Youth Group at Church of the Redeemer took a mission trip to
Over-the-Rhine last summer through YouthWorks. They are pictured with Bob
McGonagle (first row, second from left) and the Rev. Alice Connor, (second row,
second from right).
the alcohol.” Each time that he finished the court-ordered classes, he went back
to his routine – golf, playing darts, fishing, drinking. He picked up his daughter
from school, normally about half-drunk.
“I saw a demise that I didn’t want her to see. It finally hit me that I didn’t
want my daughter to see me dying,” he says.
McGonagle sold most of his belongings and packed up his truck. For the
next two years, that was home.

Living on the streets
McGonagle traveled from town to town, hooking up with temporary agencies for day labor work. He had a vehicle – a rarity among day laborers – so he
was almost always hired. Sometimes he crashed on a couch. Most of the time,
he slept in the cab of the truck.
He searched for nice hotels with swimming pools to sneak in and use the
showers. His truck smelled like a urinal – and sometimes it was. When the
tags expired, McGonagle went to Kinko’s, made a copy, changed the date, and
glued a new tag back onto the license plate.
After a drunk call to his sister, McGonagle learned about a 25th anniversary party
for his mother and stepfather, who had moved to West Chester, a northern suburb of
Cincinnati. His sister invited him “to come to the party, and then leave,” McGonagle
says. “I’d been a wreck for a long time, and they knew they couldn’t count on me.”
McGonagle drove to Cincinnati and hired on with a temp agency. Within
a week, he was living with a girl, and he began racking up DUIs. He became
a night tool manager at a factory. Each shift, he carried in a 12-pack of beer.
One day, he came home to an empty house. Things had gotten so bad that the
girlfriend had moved out of her own place. The next month, when the rent was
due, McGonagle was back to living out of his truck.
“I lived behind the bars. I thought I had died and gone to heaven,” says
McGonagle “There were seven bars in Elmwood Place within stumbling distance.
I became Otis (from Andy Griffith). I would get annihilated, then go to jail. I’d pull
the cell door shut behind me.”
He spent the winter in Surrey Square parking lot in Norwood – moving his
car each morning so that no one reported a suspicious vehicle. He showered at
the YMCA gym.
“Unless I had a case of beer in the truck for the next morning, I could not go
to sleep,” McGonagle says. “My mind would not let me.”
Sometimes he passed out on park benches or behind dumpsters. On lucky
nights, he found a warm spot in a parking garage.

Bob McGonagle holds a poster at the McMicken Dental Clinic of before and
after pictures. McGonagle calls Dr. Judith Allen “the hands of God” for her work
in restoring the smiles and self-confidence of the homeless. Photo by Richelle
Thompson

Turning his life around
After his arrest on New Year’s Eve, McGonagle appeared before Hamilton
County Judge Beth Mattingly. Breathalyzers for the ninth and tenth DUIs came
in at 3.4 and 3.7 – nearly four times the legal limit.
“I said, ‘Mam, if you would get me into a lockdown treatment center, I could teach
what it’s like from the inside of an addict. I could probably help my fellow man,’ ”
McGonagle says. The judge placed him in a 90-day lockdown treatment center –
1617 Reading Road, run by Talbert House as part of the Department of Corrections.
When McGonagle appeared before the judge three months later, he presented her with dozens of letters praising him for his work and commitment.
Judge Mattingly suspended his license of 10 years and put him on probation.
She gave him one last chance.
For the next year, McGonagle re-established his life.
“I had fallen off the map. No one even knew I existed. I had to get an ID, a
library card, a checking account,” he says.
He went to AA meetings most days and started to get into a routine. “I finally
started answering to Jesus Christ,” McGonagle says.
An old drinking buddy told him about a gardening job that came with a cottage. Then the drunk friend called again. A church in Hyde Park – Church of
the Redeemer – was looking for a janitor – a sexton.
He told the staff at Redeemer his story. Then-rector Jim Hanisian was in his
last week at Redeemer before joining the diocesan staff. Hanisian decided to
give McGonagle the job.
“I remember Hanisian walking out, laughing, saying, ‘Good luck with this
one,’” says McGonagle. “I give him a lot of credit for giving me a chance.”
Members of the staff taught “me how to be an Episcopalian,” says
McGonagle. “They helped me with my grammar and English. I started getting
involved in the church, and they told me about the baptismal covenant.”
Even as McGonagle continued in his recovery, he still had self-confidence
issues. He talked with his hand over his mouth because his teeth were jagged
and uneven, broken by a fist in a bar fight.
He visited Dr. Judith Allen in Over-the-Rhine, a dentist who gives care to the
homeless and needy. McGonagle was one of Allen’s first clients in Cincinnati.
She had recently moved from New Jersey with her husband, George – an
Episcopal priest hired as associate editor of Forward Movement Publications.
“Dr. Allen told me, ‘If you stay sober, I’ll fix your teeth.’”
A few months later, the dental clinic received a grant and a building
– a refurbished paint factory. But they had no money for janitorial services.
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McGonagle offered to clean the clinic for free.
“I clean the AIDS and hepatitis off of the floor every week,” says McGonagle.
“The cleaning goes with the soul searching. The people who are coming into
the clinic are still on the streets. I still know a lot of them from my drinking
and drugging days.
“What Dr. Allen does is to help people come alive again. I say she has the
hands of God, to be able to reach inside a human being’s mouth and put in selfworth and have them come alive again. It’s an amazing thing.”
Allen’s praise for McGonagle is equally effusive. She estimates his weekly
janitorial services for the past seven years have saved the clinic $250,000. The
4,000-square foot clinic, which serves 3,500 to 4,000 people a year, shines “like
a new penny,” says Allen. .
“I never expect the clients to come back. I’ve been doing this for 35 years
and maybe one or two patients will come back and thank you,” she says.
“In the story where Jesus heals the 10 lepers and one comes back, well, that’s
Robert. He is the one who comes back. He’s the one who thanks you.”
McGonagle still walks the streets. Clad in ubiquitous work overalls, he talks
with the homeless and the mentally ill, under bridges, on park benches and behind
dumpsters. He hands out resource cards and connects people with the help they need.
Because his driver’s license still is suspended, McGonagle rides the bus everywhere
– on most days, he takes a few extra trips so he can talk with fellow riders.
McGonagle runs a weekly consumer advocate meeting at the Drop Inn
Center, one of the main homeless shelters in Cincinnati. He talks about available resources as well as other topics, from bed bugs to alcoholism to diseases.
He serves on the board of the Cincinnati Health Network, which has oversight
for the Drop Inn Center, a mobile medical van and several other outreach programs.
He leads a jail meeting at 1617, the treatment center that helped turn his life around
in 2000. He shops at the Salvation Army and Goodwill stores to buy clothes and
shoes for inmates. When they get out, McGonagle packs up a garbage bag of new
clothes for the men to pick up at his house or off the steps of the church.
“I don’t know anybody like Bob,” says Fanni Johnson, coordinator of emergency
shelter at the Drop Inn Center who serves with McGonagle on the Cincinnati Health
Network board. “He goes under the bridges and into the parks. Sometimes there are
groups who work the streets, but not individuals. It takes a certain kind of courage and
commitment to go out on the street by yourself and save a soul.”

‘Baptismal covenant was the real deal’
Life isn’t perfect for McGonagle.
He just broke up with his girlfriend of six years. His relationship with daughter Shelley is strained, although they’re working on it.
He also is fighting with the city of Cincinnati, which has decided to crackdown on
programs that feed the homeless on the streets. Over Thanksgiving, National Public
Radio ran a story on McGonagle and the City Hall politics of feeding the homeless.
In December, McGonagle received the Jimmy Render Award from the
Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless. The award was a complete surprise to
McGonagle, and more than 50 Church of the Redeemer parishioners and much
of his family attended the banquet to support him.
“When Redeemer took me in and became my family, I understood that the
baptismal covenant was the real deal,” says McGonagle. “My life gained purpose through living that covenant, which tells me to stick my hand out to my
fellow man. My Redeemer family gives me the support and freedom to do just
that. Great things can happen when you live what you believe.”
Faith is central to McGonagle’s ministry and life.
“He carries the Word,” says Johnson of the Drop Inn Center. “He does it in
such a nice way that you can hear him and listen. He don’t try to hide his God,
but he don’t ram Him down your throat either.”
McGonagle continues as the full-time sexton at Redeemer, where he serves
as a witness and a reminder to the more fortunate of their obligations to the
wider community.
“I serve coffee to these ‘silver spoons’, and I tell them, ‘The money’s not
yours. It’s God’s money, and we need to give it away,” says McGonagle. “We
all have to live in this community together – the rich, the poor, the homeless.”
The Rev. Bruce Freeman, rector of the 1,250-member church, has given
McGonagle leeway to carry out his ministry on the streets of Cincinnati,
around the country and in the world. McGonagle has traveled to Honduras on
six mission trips, and in the past 18 months, he has been to New Orleans seven
times to help with the recovery efforts.
It is a busy life – but for McGonagle, for the first time, it is a life worth living, a life with meaning.
“The Lord put breath in my body,” McGonagle says. “My job is to use the
breath he gave me to help others. That’s what my baptismal covenant tells me
to do. I try to live it.”

AROUND THE DIOCESE

The overwhelming generosity of the parishioners at
Trinity, London, helped the congregation more than
double their goal for the Firefighter Christmas Toy Drive.
Instead of 25 gifts as hoped, parishioners donated 60 gifts
to be distributed to underprivileged children in London
and Madison County.
Lenten Study at St. Patrick, Dublin, will be a cruise
through Hell, Purgatory and Paradise. The six-week
course, a study of Dante’s Divine Comedy , will be led by
the Rev. William H. Petersen of Bexley Hall Seminary.
Two weeks will be spent on the study of each of the three
books of the poem. Pre-registration and reading the first
book, Hell, before the first class is required. Classes will
be held on Sundays from 3 to 5 p.m. beginning Feb. 3. A
$25 contribution is requested. For more information, contact St. Patrick’s at 614.766.2664.
Epiphany adult forum classes at Trinity, Capital
Square, are concentrating on topics from the Millennium
Development Goals. Led by Trinity Director of Music,
Kevin Wines, each class will focus on the hymns and
service music for that day’s service. Each week, as
the services are focusing on the seven Millennium
Development Goals and local action that can be taken to
support the MDGs, the music will support that theme. For
example, on Feb. 3, as the diocese celebrates Appalachian
Ministries Sunday, the class will explore bluegrass music
to be sung in the service. For more information about the
adult forum classes, contact Trinity at 614.221.5351.
The Granville Turkey Trot, held on Thanksgiving Day
and sponsored by St. Luke, Granville, hosted 520 runners
this year and raised $6,500 for the Food Pantry Network
of Licking County. And St. Luke’s Festival of Trees event,
held at Bryn Du Mansion, raised more than $5,000 for
Healing Art Missions’ medical, education and clean water
projects in Haiti. Way to go!

Dayton

The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at St. Paul,
Oakwood, has a bit of Dixieland flair. The St. Paul’s
Dixieland Vespers and Pancake Supper begins with a service of Evening Prayer, complete with hymns and instrumental music in the traditional Dixieland style. Then all
will march to the parish hall for the pancake supper and
more Dixieland music. The band starts at 5:45, prayers
begin at 6 p.m. Donations are gratefully accepted and benefit the St. Paul Youth Mission Trip to Athens County. For
more information, contact St. Paul’s at 937.293.1154.

Northeast

The Friendship Dinners at St. James, Zanesville, served
more than 2,000 delicious, nutritious meals in 2007. The
people of St. James are now in their fourth year of serving meals to their hungry neighbors. What began in March
2004 with about 75 meals has been growing each month
and now averages about 165 meals each month. A recently
awarded grant will help the congregation purchase a new
double oven, a microwave oven, additional tables and
heavy duty storage shelving to ensure that this ministry will
continue to reach out to those in need in Zanesville.

Scioto River

St. Andrew, Washington Court House, has sponsored the
area SOCKS (Spirit of Christmas for Kids) program for the
last 26 years. With the help of other area churches, businesses, service organizations and individuals, SOCKS was
able to provide the parents of more than 400 needy children
with a selection of more than 1500 toys to choose and place
under their Christmas trees. Great community support is
backed up by outstanding congregational effort; more than
75% of the congregation, with helpers ages 8 to 94, pitch in
to make this ministry the terrific success it has been for 26
years -- and will continue to be for the years to come.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray.
Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the
congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese? Send news to julie_murray@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of
Southern Ohio, c/o Julie Murray, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.

10

NOTABLE

Columbus

Jason Plosch, St. George,
Washington Twp. vestry member and
trumpeter, has been deployed to the
Middle East for two months as part
of the Air Force Band brass quintet.
Plosch and his group have traveled to
several countries, raising troop morale
by playing Christmas carols and delivering stockings, as well as distributing
bottled water, candy and school supplies to local children. In Afghanistan,
the musicians played at the embassy
in Kabul as well as entertaining the
troops.
Nathalie Ray, Christ Church
Cathedral, danced in the role of the
trumpeter in the sugar plum parade in
the Cincinnati Ballet’s annual production of The Nutcracker.
Harry Rigney, Christ Church,
Glendale, helped out the Marines of
Lima Company, 3D Battalion, stationed in Iraq, by sending school supplies for 100 Iraqi schoolchildren. The
Marines opened three schools in Iraq
last year, and in addition to their duties
of safeguarding the schools, they are
also trying to supply the children with
book bags and supplies. Rigney, a
member of the Christ Church Soldiers
Ministry, learned about the Marines
after reading a letter from 1st Sgt.
Lanham of Lima Company. First Sgt.
Lanham sent a thank you note along
with pictures of the children for care
packages that the congregation had
sent earlier. Rigney, moved by the
story of the soldiers and what they are
trying to do for the children, with a
little help from other family members,
organized the collecting and shipping
of the school supplies, which arrived in
Iraq on Dec. 15, much to the surprise
and delight of the members of Lima
Company and the very excited children.
Lucille Harris, former member of
St. Philip, Columbus, will celebrate
her 100th birthday on Feb. 16. She
had been a member of St. Philip for 75
years. Harris now lives with her daughter in Avondale, Ariz. Harris was very
active in the church, serving as a ECW
delegate to the General Convention in
1958, diocesan camp counselor in the
1960-70’s, diocesan representative to
the Ohio Council of Churches and a
member of the diocesan Evangelism
Committee with Bishop Blanchard.
She also was the first woman lay reader at St. Philip in 1973. A very Happy
Birthday, Lucille!
Crystal Kendrick, St. Andrew,
Evanston, has been named a Cincy
Business Magazine Athena Award
Finalist, a Cincy Chic Notable Woman
and an Ohio MLK Award Winner.
Kendrick is the president of The Voice
of Your Customer, a marketing consulting firm.

AROUND THE COMMUNION

Anglican bishops call for peace in Kenya
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ENS: The Anglican Church of Kenya (ACK) has welcomed the
appointment of a new team, headed by former U.N. general secretary Kofi
Annan, to mediate the peace process in Kenya, according to the Kenya
Broadcasting Corporation.
Addressing the media in Nairobi January 12, Anglican Archbishop
Benjamin Nzimbi urged the parties involved to embark on the talks with an
open mind. Nzimbi called on Kenyans to support the ongoing humanitarian
services by the government and non-governmental organizations toward
assisting the families that have been displaced by the post-election violence.
The much-anticipated peace dialogue between the Kenyan government and
opposition party, Orange Democratic Movement (ODM), to try to unravel the
political impasses in Kenya collapsed in mid-January, putting in jeopardy a
process that had returned calm to the country, according to Manasseh Zindo,

a Nairobi-based religious journalist. The death toll topped 700.
The new mediation team, which will also include NEPAD’s Graca Marcel
and former Tanzanian President Benjamin Mkapa, is expected to give new
impetus to the talks between President Mwai Kibaki and Raila Odinga over
a stalemate arising from disputed election results, KBC reports.
British foreign secretary David Miliband said the United Kingdom
would offer its full support to these efforts.
The 33 Anglican Church of Kenya Bishops, who met for two days to pray
and consult over the crisis, pleaded with both sides of the political divide to
submit themselves to mediated dialogue on all outstanding issues, according to the Nairobi-based Daily Nation newspaper. They also appealed for
amendments to the country’s Constitution to address gaps in the electoral
laws and those touching on powers of the President, the newspaper said.

The Episcopal Church’s Title IV Review Committee has certified that
Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh Bishop Robert Duncan has abandoned the
communion of the church.
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori informed Duncan on Jan. 15
of the certification and sent him a copy.
Her letter told Duncan that she sought the canonically required permission from the House’s three senior bishops with jurisdiction to inhibit him,
based on the certification, from the performance of any episcopal, ministerial or canonical acts.
“On 11 January 2008 they informed me that such consents would not be
given at this time by all three bishops,” Jefferts Schori wrote. “Pursuant to
the time limits stated in Canon IV.9, the matter will not come before the
House of Bishops at its next scheduled meeting in March 2008, but will
come before the House at the next meeting thereafter,” the Presiding Bishop
wrote in her letter.
“I would, however, welcome a statement by you within the next two
months providing evidence that you once more consider yourself fully subject to the doctrine, discipline and worship of this Church,” Jefferts Schori
wrote in her letter to Duncan.
The three senior bishops with jurisdiction – Leo Frade of Southeast
Florida, Peter Lee of Virginia, and Don Wimberley of Texas – did give their
permission on January 11 for Jefferts Schori to inhibit Episcopal Diocese of
San Joaquin Bishop John-David Schofield in another case where the Title
IV Review Committee certified an abandonment of the communion of the
church. The House will consider the case matter involving Schofield in March.
The time limit to which Jefferts Schori referred is a two-month period
afforded to bishops subject to such a certification to retract their acts, demonstrate that the facts alleged in certification are false, or renounce their
orders by way of Title IV, Canon 8, Sec. 2 or Title III, Canon 12, Sec. 7.

The Title IV Review Committee told Jefferts Schori on December 17 that
a majority of its nine members agreed that Duncan had abandoned the communion of the church “by an open renunciation of the Doctrine, Discipline
or Worship of this Church.”
The Review Committee’s certification from Upper South Carolina
Bishop Dorsey Henderson, committee chair, said that the committee
received submissions alleging Duncan’s abandonment of communion from
“counsel representing individuals who are either clergy or communicants
in the Diocese of Pittsburgh” and from the Presiding Bishop’s chancellor,
David Beers, and his colleague, Mary E. Kostel. They asked the Review
Committee for a determination.
Pittsburgh’s diocesan convention November 2 gave the first of two
approvals needed to enact a constitutional change to remove language in
the diocesan constitution stating that the diocese accedes to the Episcopal
Church’s Constitution and Canons as the church’s constitution requires.
The Presiding Bishop sent Duncan a letter prior to the convention, asking
him to retreat from his advocacy of the changes.
The first section of Title IV, Canon 9 says that a bishop abandons the
communion of the Episcopal Church if he or she takes one of the following
actions:
“open renunciation of the Doctrine, Discipline, or Worship of the Church;”
“formal admission into any religious body not in communion with the
same;” or
“exercising episcopal acts [which include primarily Holy Orders and
Confirmation] in and for a religious body other than the Episcopal Church
or another Church in communion with the Church so as to extend to such
body Holy Orders as this Church holds them, or to administer on behalf of
such religious body Confirmation without the express consent and commission of the proper authority in this Church.”

Committee: Bishop Duncan abandoned communion

Newsmaker: Debby Stokes serves on national committee
When the Very Rev. George Werner approached Debby
Stokes of St. Philip’s, Columbus, in 2003 to appoint her
to the national Title IV Review Committee, Stokes was
surprised but pleased. She didn’t know then what she
was getting into. The national committee receives and
reviews complaints about bishops and unbecoming conduct. In the past few months, they have determined that
three bishops have violated canons, including Pittsburgh
Bishop Bob Duncan and San Joaquin Bishop John-David
Schofield for abandoning communion.
The House of Bishops will consider the recommendations from the committee about Bishop Schofield at the
March meeting. Because of timing guidelines, the House
will consider the recommendations about Bishop Duncan
at its fall meeting.
Re-appointed to the committee at the 2006 General
Convention, Stokes is one of eight members – and one
of only two laity. Although the proceedings are private,
Stokes, a seven-time General Convention deputy, talked
with Interchange editor Richelle Thompson about the
difficulty of making these decisions.

What is the role of the Title IV
Review Committee?
Every case that we review is serious. When the matter comes before
us, it’s because there’s been an allegation of misconduct against a bishop. Our role is to review all of the
facts to the best of our ability and
then come to a conclusion.
One of the good thing about this
committee is that we do not make
Debby Stokes
any decisions without having all the
facts. We ask the attorney who works for us to request
more information and to get all the factual information.
Why did you agree to serve?
This is pretty intense work, but it’s very important.
It isn’t pleasant work. It goes against the grain of what
you want to do and of what our perceptions of what
church is to be. When we are faced with these types of
allegations, we really have to evaluate in a prayerful
way who we are – whose we are – and what are we
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supposed to do.
It also makes me want to consider what type of structures we need to put in place so we don’t have these
problems again.
What’s it like to serve on the committee?
Every single individual on the committee is very
knowledgeable in his or her own right. They are very
prayerful and very thoughtful. Serving on this committee requires really hearing and listening to each
other.
I would love if the committee didn’t have to meet. I
wish we could work it out of business, but I believe it’s
important that we have this in place for when allegations
are made.
I have had to really delve into the canons and spend a
lot of time reading and re-reading them.
When we’re making these decisions, we’re aware of
the larger implications as well. I think we really need to
hold our bishops up in prayer because they will have very
difficult decisions to make in March and in the future.
They really need our prayers.

RESOURCES

CLERGY CHANGES

CALENDAR
February

1-3 – Deacons’ School at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay
Sturm at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424.
2 – Christian Formation Commission meeting, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Melissa Shirley 614.433.0395 or
shirley.37@osu.edu.
7 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle Thompson at richelle_
thompson@episcopal-dso.org or 877.355.7964.
12 – Full staff meeting, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Bishop’s Center. All other
diocesan offices closed.
13 – Commission on Congregational Life meeting, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Pat Ellertson at ellertson3@earthlink.net or
740.826.4270
15-17 – Exodus V retreat for senior high youth, at Trinity, Columbus. Cost $30.
Contact: Roger Speer, 614.330.6797.
16 – Diocesan Council meeting, at Procter Camp & Conference Center. 10 a.m.
Contact: the Rev. Rob Baldwin, 1st vice-president, 937.773.1241.
17 – Absalom Jones observance at St. Philip, Columbus. 4 p.m.
19 – Executive staff meeting, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Diocesan House.
20 – Standing Committee meeting, 12 p.m. at Diocesan House. Contact: Chet
Cavaliere at ccavaliere@cinci.rr.com or 513.271.9630.
20-21 – Procter board retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the
Rev. Dcn Sallie Schisler at sschisler@thecouselingcenter.org or 740.355.2309
21 – Intern meeting, at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Vicki Zust at 800.582.1712.
21 – ECSF board meeting, 6 to 8 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: the Rev. Dave Halt at revhalt@fuse.net or 513.661.1154
23 – Formation Conference at Procter Camp & Conference Center. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
29-Mar 1 – Episcopal Retirement Homes’ Refresh your Soul Conference, at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 5901 Pfeiffer Road in Blue Ash. Contact: Rose Lindemann
at 800.835.5768 or 513.272.5555, ext. 4289.
29-Mar 2 – Deacons’ School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact:
Kay Sturm at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424

The Rev. Steve Bilsbury, priest-in-charge of St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville, has
accepted a call as associate rector of Church of the Good Shepherd, Corpus Christi,
Diocese of West Texas. He leaves St. Mary Magdalene at the end of February.
The Rev. Frank Edmands has completed his contract with St. Andrew’s,
Pickerington. The Rev. David McCoy is serving as supply.
The Rev. Clifford Atkinson has been called as interim rector of St. Mary’s,
Hillsboro.

REST IN PEACE

Paul Nicely, 81, died Jan. 21 at his home in Delaware, outside of Columbus. Nicely
was active at St. Peter’s, Delaware, and had served several Episcopal congregations in
Southern Ohio. He renounced his priesthood in 2007.
Born in 1926 in Woodbine, Iowa, Nicely taught on the faculty of the Methodist
Theological School of Ohio in Delaware from 1965 to 1989. He taught pastoral
care and helped to create a master’s degree program in alcoholism and drug abuse
ministry. He recently published a book on his sermons and writing. Nicely died on
Martin Luther King day, which befitted a man long committed to justice and peace.
Nicely and his late wife, Ann, were founding board members of Andrews House and
were selected as the Citizens of the Year by the Delaware Area Chamber of Commerce
for this and other significant contributions to their community. Survivors include five
sons and 11 grandchildren. His wife, Ann, died in 2004 after 55 years of marriage.
The memorial service was held Jan. 26 at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, with the Rev.
Peter Strimer as officiant.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Andrews House, 39 W. Winter Street,
Delaware 43015.

VISITATIONS

February
3
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
10
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
17
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

March

3 – Stewardship Commission meeting, 6 to 9 p.m. at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: Dick Tuttle at 740.374.8508 or rtuttle@suddenlink.
net
4 – Executive staff meeting, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Diocesan House.
5 – Commission on Congregational Life meeting, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Pat Ellertson at ellertson3@earthlink.net or
740.826.4270
5 – Advisory Commission on Compensation and Resources meeting, 2:30
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Jon Boss at
jbboss@fuse.net or 513.761.2630
5 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle Thompson at richelle_
thompson@episcopal-dso.org or 877.355.7964
13 – Trustees meeting, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Diocesan House. Contact: the
Rev. Canon Jim Hanisian at jhanisian@erhinc.com or 513.272.5555 ext. 4242
13 – 15 – Education for Ministry mentor training at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Emily Jobe at erjobe1@aol.com.
15 – Homelessness Conference, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: the Rev. Lee Anne Reat at revreat@aol.com or 614.221.9328
15 – Camp staff interviews, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Ruth Paulus at rb1paulus@yahoo.com or
937.878.5614
18 – Renewal of Vows, 11 a.m. at Christ Chapel at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. RSVP to Diocesan House at 800.582.1712.
25 – Executive and Program staff meeting, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Procter Camp
& Conference Center.
28 – Standing Committee meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Chet Cavaliere at ccavaliere@cinci.rr.com or 513.271.9630
28–30 – Deacons retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the
Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff at walt_mycoff@episcopal-dso.org or 800.582.1712
31 – Budget Reports due

24

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

March
2
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
9
no visitations
Palm Sunday
16
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Holy Week
20
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
21
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
22
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Easter
23
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
30
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

Save the date

May 3: Mission Convocation at Procter Camp & Conference Center
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Good Samaritan, Clermont County
St. John, Columbus
Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming
Church of St. Edward, Whitehall
Holy Spirit, Forest Park
St. Peter, Gallipolis and Grace,
Pomeroy
All Saints, New Albany
St. Alban, Bexley

St. Christopher, Fairborn
St. Margaret, Trotwood
House of Bishops
Trinity, Hamilton
St. James, Westwood
Calvary, Clifton
St. Philip, Circleville
Community of the Transfiguration
Trinity, Capital Square
Our Saviour, Cincinnati
St. James, Zanesville
Christ Church Cathedral
St. Mark, Upper Arlington
St. Stephen, Cincinnati
St. Patrick, Lebanon

NEWS NOTES
Cathedral member joins Israel delegation

Wanted:
your pictures

writing program is a life-changing process that offers a way to give
life greater direction, vitality and purpose. The Intensive Journal
method was developed by Dr. Ira Progoff in 1966 and has helped
more than 175,00 people lead more fulfilling lives. The 12-hour
workshop, Life Context, will teach participants how to use the
Intensive Journal method to gain new and fresh perspectives about
their lives and, additionally, obtain new insights about the major
interests in their lives. To obtain an informational brochure or to
receive more information about this workshop, contact St. Luke’s
at 740.373.5132.

Pat Coyle of Christ Church Cathedral, an expert in social welfare
administration, has been appointed to a national delegation of 15
Protestant clergy and laity who will travel to Israel Feb. 24 for the
Interchange is looking for conAmerican Jewish Committee’s Project Interchange. Through site
gregations
that have the Stations
visits and briefings, the delegation will study the complexities of a
of the Cross displayed in the
highly pluralistic society absorbing immigrants
from many nationalities, as well as initiatives for
sanctuary for a Lenten meditapeaceful coexistence and social and economic tion. Please send pictures (digital
empowerment in the West Bank and Gaza. Coyle,
preferred) of your individual
who served for 17 years as a senior administrator
Churches team up for racial reconciliation
Stations to Julie Murray at julie_
with United Way and four years as senior warden
Three Episcopal churches – The Church of the Redeemer, Hyde
murray@episcopal-dso.org. For
of the Cathedral, is the diocese’s representative on
Park,
St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, and St. Andrew,
questions or more information,
the executive board of Cincinnati’s major interfaith
Evanston,
– will host the Rev. Dr. Michael Battle for a twocontact Julie at 800.582.1712
body, the Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition
day event on March 8-9. The over-arching theme will be racial
Pat Coyle
of Cincinnati (MARCC). He was nominated for
or 513.421.0311.
reconciliation. Battle, provost and Canon Theologian of the Cathedral
Project Interchange by Barbara Glueck, Executive Director of Greater
Center of St. Paul in the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles, is a
Cincinnati’s American Jewish Committee.
well-known writer, speaker and retreat leader. His
“Pat has been interested in inter-religious activities the whole time
global ministry focuses on Christian non-violence, spirituality and
I have known him,” Glueck says. “I have collaborated with him in bringing speakers to
African Church studies. Battle’s recent book, The Church Enslaved:
Christ Church Cathedral, such as Linda Gradstein, who reports from Israel for National
A Spirituality of Racial Reconciliation, written with Tony Campolo,
Public Radio. This was to be a group of Protestant laity and clergy and his was the
will serve as the template for the two-day seminar.
first name that came to mind. One of the things that impresses me about Israel is the
We all know that our world is terribly polarized. We see dishigh level of social work, and as someone who teaches social work, he will be very
trust and violence between nations and religions around the world.
interested.”
America’s political and church life is marred by division and strife.
Racial tensions continue to plague us. As Christians, we are called
Wellness Committee re-groups, plans spring gathering
to be peacemakers and reconcilers. Battle, who studied at the feet of Michael Battle
The Wellness Committee, a group of clergy and clergy spouses and partners, gath- Archbishop Desmond Tutu in South Africa, is uniquely equipped to
ered to plan how to support and promote wellness for clergy and their loved ones.
help people understand these painful issues and to encourage us to find creative ways
Formerly called the Clergy Family Project, this new committee is working to create a to resolve them.
name that incorporates the idea that we are a family, a community linked by ordination,
Dr. Battle’s opening workshop, appropriately entitled “Repeating the Miracle of
but to be clear that events are not only for parents and children. Committee members Reconciliation in South Africa,” will be held at St. Cyrene on March 8 from 2-5 p.m.
are seeking suggestions.
This key event will provide us with opportunities for deep, faith-centered dialogue that
To gain diocesan-wide feedback for program ideas, the deans are asked to organize allow us to explore the issues of racial division in the context of a call to unity and
a dinner or a coffee for members in order to discuss what would encourage wellness in reconciliation. We hope to host 100 to 200 participants, including representatives from
their deanery and in the diocese.
each Episcopal congregation in the Cincinnati area. A dinner, hosted by St. Cyrene, will
Also, please save the dates of May 9-10, because the group is planning a wonder- conclude the day.
ful gathering for spouses and partners of diocesan clergy. Watch for details in the next
On Sunday, March 9, Battle will be the guest preacher at Redeemer at the 5 p.m.
issues of Interchange.
service, a liturgy shaped by the three partner parishes, which will serve as a celebration
Other business included reviving the tradition of welcoming newcomers to the clergy of reconciliation for the whole community. We hope to gather 200-300 worshipers for
community (Anice Ellis and Dan Ames) and developing a confidential e-mail setup for this service. Afterwards, a reception will be held. Everyone is invited and encouraged
clergy spouses/significant others (Mariann Price.)
to attend any or all of these events.
Battle also will preach at the morning services at Redeemer and present a talk on
St. Luke’s hosts journaling workshop
reconciliation in the Anglican Communion in the early afternoon. More information
An introductory workshop introducing the Progoff Journal Program of Self- about Battle’s visit can be found on the Redeemer website at www.redeemer-cincy.org
Development will be held at St. Luke’s, Marietta, on Feb. 8-9. The Intensive Journal or by contacting the Church of the Redeemer at 513.321.6700.

Glimpses
of Advent
During Advent, Church of Our Saviour, Mount
Auburn, celebrated “La Posadas”, a Latin American
tradition that commemorates the events in the
journey of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to
Bethlehem. On successive nights before Christmas,
families representing Mary and Joseph at a neighbor’s door to ask for a place to stay. A Guatemalan
member of Our Saviour made the beautiful straw
“casita”, little house or inn, which traveled ahead
from house to house until the final night, when
these three boys (in inset photo) explored it in the
Mary Chapel at COS.
Also pictured, the children of St. Andrew’s,
Pickerington, performed a Christmas pageant on
Christmas Eve.
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NEWS

Louisiana sends special thanks to Buckeye fans
Dear Bishop Breidenthal and brothers and sisters in Southern Ohio,

Buckeye fans – and Win-Win pledgers John Murray (left) and
the Rev. David Halt, rector of St. James, Westwood, traveled
to New Orleans to cheer on OSU.

Buckeye challenge: Louisiana wins twice!
The Buckeyes may have disappointed fans – again – with
their loss to the Louisiana State Tigers at the national championship game, but Southern Ohio fans didn’t disappoint
Louisiana. Nearly $10,000 was raised through the Win-Win
Episcopal Buckeye Challenge to support the recovery efforts
of the Diocese of Louisiana.
Newspapers and other media across Southern Ohio and
Louisiana carried the stories of the challenge, and it was
picked up on blogs around the country. This challenge
helped tell our story of ministry in action.
Thanks to all who participated!

Please accept our most heartfelt thanks for your spirit and generosity during the Episcopal Buckeye
Challenge this last month. Indeed, the Challenge was a WIN-WIN situation for the poor and needy of our
city. Truth be told, I did find myself rooting for at least one more Buckeye touchdown! It was a game well
played and yet another opportunity to have our plight here in New Orleans in the national spotlight.
As our situation moves out of folk’s minds, it is heartening to have a brother bishop come to our need as you
have done. We truly could not do what we do every day without brothers and sisters in Christ who have come
again and again to our assistance. In truth, communities of faith have done the lion’s share of the relief and
rebuilding efforts, and we expect that by the grace of God, it will continue to be this way.
This clever challenge to date has generated nearly $10,000 for our relief and rebuilding efforts, and
we are grateful for each and every contribution. We continue the fight to build a just and equitable New
Orleans. In a city in which 80% of the housing stock was fully or partially destroyed, homelessness is
burgeoning problem. Against all logic and sense, FEMA recently announced that the 60,000 people still in
FEMA trailers will be forced to find other shelter over the next few months. Your bundles of activism allow
us to speak for those who have no voice and no access to those who decide their fate at City Hall and our
state and national capitals.
Your bundles of food and care help us feed and provide medical care to the hungry and underserved. As with
all of our ministries, we could not accomplish much without one of our most precious resources, our volunteers.
To that end, your bundles of volunteers help us house and support the many good souls who continue to come
and help rebuild a great city. Because of you, our rebuilding efforts continue and to date, we have gutted nearly
900 homes and nearly 40 families have been able to move back into their homes that were rebuilt by our team.
I invite you to come down with your fellow Ohioans on the next volunteer trip and see for yourself the
good work that you are enabling. The recovery in these parts will take many years, and it sustains our spirit
and resolve to be blessed with your presence, your support and your prayers.
Thank you so much. We will hold dear the Buckeye spirit and remember your support with each house
we rebuild, with each hungry mouth we feed, with each voice we carry forth.

Financial donations from the
Win-Win Buckeye
challenge support Louisiana’s
recovery efforts,
including rebuilding projects and
food banks.

Yours in Christ,

Charles E. Jenkins,
10th Bishop of Louisiana

Bishop visits with St. Simon’s
BY EVELYN PERKINS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
St. Simon of Cyrene certainly had a
delightful Christmas season. We were
blessed with a modern interpretation of the
Christmas story immediately before our
Christmas Eve worship, and an enjoyable
visit by Bishop and Margaret Breidenthal on
Epiphany Sunday. Something that was not
on the church calendar was a surprise visit
by Treva Babb, daughter of the Rev. Trevor
and Marcella Babb. When she ran up to hug
her dad during the Christmas Eve service,
the entire congregation broke into applause.
The play boasted a cast of all the youth,
from the smallest tykes to the teens and
college kids who have grown up in the congregation. These children and grandchildren
from some of the oldest families in the church
presented the story of Christ’s birth through
music and interpretive dance.
Bishop Breidenthal gave a spirited sermon,
in which he related how we came to know that

Jesus is available to everyone. He does not like
the word inclusion, because it implies that some
are on the inside, while others are excluded.
“But, God through Jesus has destroyed every
wall that divides. We are one. The church calls
us out to embrace all. This feast of Epiphany
is about the revelation....God’s embrace of the
whole world. Remember, as God has shown
mercy to us, we are called to show mercy to
others, to recognize the essential goodness of
others no matter how much they have hurt us
or repulsed us.”
During the question and answer session,
Bishop Breidenthal was asked about what
role the diocese would play in the continued
struggle for racial balance and reconciliation
in Cincinnati. The bishop said that both he
and Cathedral Dean Jim Diamond are passionate about the issues. “The diocese has a
history of taking the issue seriously, and it
was extremely focused 20 years ago,” said
the bishop. “However, the diocese does not
currently have the same drive, and we need
to find out how to reverse that.”

Bishop Breidenthal talks with the people of St. Simon’s during his Episcopal visitation.
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REFLECTIONS

Love Song: 65 cents for overalls
A little while back, I stopped with a friend to have
lunch at Varden’s on Main Street in Paris, Ky. We had
a good meal, topped off with a fine piece of chocolate
cake.
Steve Walton and his wife Jessica Gosser-Walton
run the café in the building that used to be Varden’s
Drugstore. Visitors enjoy not only the good food and the
proprietors’ hospitality but also the setting.
George Varden opened the drugstore in 1891. In last
May’s issue of Kentucky Monthly magazine, David
Domine wrote, “The elegant building sported a façade
of pressed metal that featured Corinthian columns with
rosette embellishments, and the interior gleamed with
polished African mahogany and attractive apothecary
cabinets accented with stained-glass windows.
“Even though many patronized the shop for its
medicinal remedies, compounds and tonics, visitors to
Dr. Varden’s could also buy paint, nails, tools and other
sundries that ran the gamut from guitar strings and rock
candy to vanilla extract and soap.”
Most of the interior has been carefully preserved.
I had been to Varden’s several times, when it was a gift
shop – I actually did a book signing there – and many
years ago when the drugstore was a landmark in a bustling
downtown. Long before I first stepped inside, my father
worked in the drugstore when he was a kid in the 1920s.
Many of the stories Pop told about his childhood were
in some way connected with Varden’s, where he started
doing odd jobs when he was 12. George Varden was
still the pharmacist; his son Joseph – Mr. Joe – would
succeed him.
In that small town, deliveries were usually made on
foot. One day Pop was sent to deliver baby formula. There

were quite a few steps leading up to the house from the
sidewalk. As his eyes came
level with the yard, he saw
two things: a baby in a playpen and a German shepherd
standing guard. The dog rose,
barking, growling and baring
his teeth, and came after the
intruder. Pop went down the
steps, across the street and
burst through the neighbor’s
screen door, slamming the
inner door against the charging
dog. Fortunately, the lady of
the house, at first alarmed, recognized Pop. He had her
call the baby’s mother to tell her if she wanted the formula,
she could come across the street. He never made another
delivery there. The store paid for the screen door.
Pop went away to Kentucky Wesleyan College in
Winchester when he was 16, but after a year, he found
he couldn’t work full time and keep up with his studies.
After living for awhile in Lexington, he returned to Paris
and worked in a confectionary owned by the Varden’s.
It was the beginning of the Great Depression. Millions
were jobless. People were uncertain and anxious. Pop
was told that if anyone was hungry he was to give them
food.
One day a boy, 13 or 14, came to the confectionary
asking if there was anything he could do to earn money.
Pop told him there was no work, but he could eat, and
he did. The boy said he wanted to earn 65 cents to buy a
new pair of overalls. Pop took him outside, pointed down

THE REV.
BOB HORINE

the street to the drugstore and told him to ask there if he
could earn 65 cents.
A few minutes later, Pop saw Mr. Joe and the boy
walk up the street to the Newberry’s store. After awhile
they came out, the boy obviously happy. He stopped at
the confectionary and told Pop, “You know, he’s a fine
gentleman. He not only bought me a pair of pants, he
bought me a clean suit of underwear, a clean shirt and
a pair of shoes and some socks. You sure did steer me
right.” Then the boy went off down toward Stoner Creek
to take a bath and change clothes. Pop never told Mr. Joe
he sent the boy, and Mr. Joe never said anything about
what he had given.
“That’s just an idea of the kind of people that there
were in Paris,” Pop said.
Viewed from this century, the trip to Newberry’s
might appear to be a modest good deed, but in that time,
it was a big thing for the boy in worn out overalls. And
I think it’s significant that my father was still telling this
story from time to time to the end of his life.
In the years following the Depression, Pop became
financially successful, but he was marked by the experience of those hard times; he was forever after cautious
about spending. He remembered what it was to be threatened with hunger, and that was unacceptable. Still, careful with his money as he was, if anyone was in need, he
gave generously. Maybe it was because among his memories, there was the image of a hungry kid who needed
65 cents for overalls and Mr. Joe’s act of charity.
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese of
Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward
Movement Publications.

Lay theologian: Mystery of the Word
Wesley and I talked on the front porch that afternoon,
cars stopping and going at the light on the street below.
He was having doubts.
I taught Wesley’s high school Sunday School class, in
a manner of speaking. I did my best. They were faithful,
and we had developed a relationship.
Why should he believe, he asked, in a god who required
human sacrifice to accomplish salvation? Couldn’t God
bring about salvation without torture and death?
It was a good question.
I tried to draw him back from where that question
went. Voices from my Baptist upbringing ran through
my head: “Sacrifice was required as atonement for our
sins.” “By the crucifixion, God redeemed the whole
world.”
These voices had proved unsatisfying to me, though,
when I was about his age. Was I up to this?
Wesley had already taken a long look over the edge.
He was past worrying about doing without the doctrine
of substitutionary atonement. And he was certainly well
beyond “you just have to accept it.”
He was a musician and very bright. We were both
interested in music videos – he as an artist, I because I
wanted to understand the influence of popular culture on
my college students and Sunday School class.
Wesley was following the ascent of Pearl Jam, then
relatively new on the charts. He explained “Jeremy”
to me, its rawness, years before Columbine. We also
discussed the more conventional “Shine,” by Collective
Soul, which I liked.
Why would an almighty, all benevolent god require
death to give life? Why not just give life?

DR. DON REED

I grew up believing God
required Jesus’ death because
of my sins.
Later I learned that the
ancient Hebrews offered sacrifices to God, for instance, to
redeem their first born sons,
or to give thanks for a good
harvest. They also offered sacrifices to atone for their sins.
Elaborate rules for these sacrifices are set out in the Levitical
codes. It is only natural that Jews of the Roman occupied
Middle East in Jesus’ time would imagine a relationship
between sacrifice and salvation.
Wesley wasn’t buying it. Surely God wasn’t bound by
the ancient economy of sacrifices. Didn’t Christ undo the
requirements of the law?
God meets us where we are, I tried to suggest. Perhaps
God used that ultimate sacrifice to undo the sacrificial
economy. So of course now it would seem unnecessary
– but not then.
Wesley accepted this, my best effort. But I sensed
he was just being polite, one of those nods that lets the
pleader off without granting the appeal.
After years of fretting, trying to get all the God-ideas
straight in my head, I’ve reached an equilibrium. It’s
simple, perhaps too simple, but it’s where I am now.
You get a choice. The upshot is the same, but the
options appeal to different people at different times in
their lives.
Either you affirm a set of clear but incoherent theo-
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logical formulae – God is three, but one, while still three.
Jesus was and is immortal, and yet mortal; even while
flesh and blood on Earth, he was an inseparable part of
the Godhead.
Or you accept that God is utterly beyond our comprehension and can only be gestured toward, using suggestive but incomplete metaphors and similes – God is
an almighty King. God is like a hen longing to gather
up her chicks under her wings. God is Father. God is
love.
As St. Augustine suggested in “De trinitate,” the point
of theology is to have something to say when people ask
questions. It’s necessary, but not the end of the matter.
There is always more.
The mystery of the Word is not a puzzle we haven’t
quite got worked. It’s a call to focus on the right things.
Wesley and his band were in Dayton just before
Christmas. They were on a Midwestern tour promoting
their first album. Several of us from Christ Church went
to a tavern downtown to see how our boy had turned out,
and to cheer.
They do their final piece unplugged, standing down
from the stage in front of the crowd. It’s about leaving
behind one’s loves. The songwriter buys a suit and cuts
off his hair. He goes off to the subway and to work in
tall buildings.
In the final verse he wonders, once all the payments
are made, what will have been accomplished?
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor of philosophy at Wittenberg
University. His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.

NEWS

Moving from hunger toward health
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
At the Loaves and Fishes feeding program, two little
girls maneuver their grandma‘s wheelchair through the
back door of All Saints, Portsmouth and scoot her toward
the scrumptious aroma of baked chicken in the parish
hall. Fighting cancer and unable to walk because of leg
ulcers caused by diabetes, Mrs. Hatfield is praying to live
long enough to raise her granddaughters Brittany and
Bethany, whose father died young of diabetes. Brittany is
on the borderline of diabetes herself.
All Saints’ Health Minister Sandy Guerard is dedicating a ton of prayer, creativity and hard work to make sure
that chronic illness won’t ravage these girls’ future, as it
has their childhood.
Her new ministry is an expansion of All Saints’ Loaves
and Fishes meal, which is coordinated by Diana Michael
and staffed by several volunteers from the church. This is
the 16th year for Loaves and Fishes at All Saints, which
is located in the heart of Portsmouth, close to the city’s
homeless shelter and several senior housing units. Now
the parish is aiming to go far beyond hunger relief to
improve the health of Portsmouth’s poorest residents.
Guerard, who works for the Portsmouth Health
Department, became concerned about the levels of sickness
and disability evident in Loaves and Fishes guests. She organized a health survey last February that revealed nearly half
of the respondents had diabetes. Many of All Saints’ guests
at Loaves and Fishes do not regularly monitor their blood
sugar. To do so they need a meter costing $60-$75, plus
test strips at $100 per month – for those without insurance.
An even bigger barrier is the high cost of the diet diabetics
needed to manage the disease. In addition to providing high
protein, low-starch meals to guests, All Saints is considering serving as a distribution site for Angel Food Ministries,
which provides food orders with frozen meat and produce at
a fraction of the retail cost.
Guerard and fellow All Saints parishioners have recruited
partners from the university, health care system and local
businesses to provide diabetics with the tools and motivation
to eat a balanced diet and monitor their health. In addition to
screening for a variety of diseases, parishioners and community professionals are donating their time and skill to offer
coaching on proper nutrition and the psychology of eating,
All Saints secured free glucose meters from Southern

Far left: Sandy Guerard, health
ministry at All Saints, Portsmouth,
receives a hug from Brittany, a guest
at the Loaves and Fishes program.
Above: Guerard hands out hundreds
of pairs of socks, donated by parishioners and others for the guests of
the program.
Left: All Saints parishioner Don
Nourse helps cook for the program.
Photos by Ariel Miller
Ohio Medical Center and is using a grant from Episcopal
Community Services Foundation grant to ensure that
guests can afford a year’s supply of test strips. Diabetic
guests are being matched with parish buddies who help
them monitor blood sugar regularly and keep a journal
of meals and test results. The project is designed as a
year-long study to see if blood sugar control improves
significantly with education and peer support.
Bible study and intercessory prayer build spiritual
community. Fun events like Grandparents’ Brag Day,
community singing and free manicures – plus All Saints’
fabulous cooking – add great fun and mutual support to
the quest for better health.
“There are so many people with diabetes. I think this
program’s real good,” said Mrs. Hatfield. “People enjoy
coming to All Saints.” Asked about the idea of matching
diabetics to a buddy, guest Shirley Jones, also diabetic,
responded, “I think it’s a wonderful idea, because people
will realize there’s someone out there who cares, that

they are not alone. I have to manage my care alone.”
“This ministry is reaching out to the people who can least
afford medical care and can least afford the special food
they need to manage their disease,” says Christy Sherman,
a nurse and the special projects coordinator at Shawnee
State University’s College of Nursing. She taught breast
self-exam during a health fair hosted by the parish. Geurard
beamed as she handed out hundreds of pairs of new socks, a
real blessing for diabetic feet in cold weather.
“What this church has pulled together is amazing,” says
Sherman, who is not a parishioner. “I’ve been a public
health nurse my entire career trying to get services to these
people. Most people just turn their backs on the disabled and
homeless. But anything the community needs, All Saints
will do to the extent of their power – it’s just in the culture
of this church. When I look at what Sandy has done, this will
be the solution. Having someone follow up and care about
you is very important. This is an understudied population
and the study data will be very useful.”

Breaking out of the hunger trap

All Saints Senior Warden Ann Sydnor
prepares salads for the feeding program.

Most churches in this diocese respond to
community hunger, striving to stretch limited
budgets to feed the ever-increasing number of
Ohioans whose wages can’t cover basic necessities. A few churches are starting to go beyond
the traditional potato casseroles or canned
peaches, even though it costs more.
“If you are poor and diabetic and have to
go to a food pantry, you’re in trouble, because
most of what you will find there is high starch,”
says public health nurse Christy Sherman, who
teaches at Shawnee State in Portsmouth. “I
don’t want people in hunger ministry to feel
we’re accusing them of causing diabetes, but we
have to go the next step and address the protein insufficiency. Diabetes and other morbidity
keep people from getting out of poverty and
keep them needing services.

“The poor are overweight but malnourished,”
she adds. “People tend to binge. When you get
your paycheck, you eat as much as you can.”
The limited budget and storage space of
churches exacerbate the problem. “Pantries need
shelf-stable food. The fruits and vegetables and
protein which diabetics need are not shelf-stable.
Canned food is loaded with sugar and salt.”
Like All Saints, some churches are trying
creative innovations to provide more nutritious
food and encourage different eating habits.
For example, St. John’s, Columbus has asked
volunteers to emphasize fresh vegetables and
fruit and cut back on sugary desserts for the
Wednesday His Place dinners. The impoverished
neighbors who flock to His Place are complaining less about the lack of sweets and taking
home fruits and vegetables more enthusiasti-
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cally. Sherman reported that hunters culling
the deer population in Gallipolis are donating
the venison to local soup kitchens, who use it
to make chili. Hungry people enjoy the chili – a
good way to get used to an unfamiliar meat.
Some churches provide vouchers to help
needy people buy expensive staples like milk;
others offer free summer lunch to children who
depend on school feeding programs the rest of
the year. Helping eligible people apply for food
stamps is a great way to make it possible for
them to get meat and fresh produce.
Contact Ariel Miller at ecsf@eos.net or
513.221.0547 to find out how to become a
USDA summer or after-school feeding site or to
learn how to help people apply for food stamps
using the free Benefit Bank software.

