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ECSF wins VISTA volunteer for Good Earth Mission
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
Episcopal Community Services Foundation will – for
the first time -- host a full-time VISTA member through
the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks
ShareCorps program, an initiative to expand the capacity
of Ohio non-profits to overcome poverty.
The ECSF grant committee voted to assign the
VISTA to the Good Earth Hunger Mission in Athens to
set up a well-organized, sustainable system for recruiting
and coordinating a larger team of volunteers, to integrate
the program with the local farming community and to
organize an annual cycle of fundraising events to meet
the mission’s modest operating costs.
The addition of a VISTA worker comes at an ideal
time for the Good Earth Mission. The mission’s founder,
Paul Clever, recently won permission to farm several
acres of excellent land that was intended to become a
golf course for University Estates, a housing develop-

ment in Athens. The land is lying fallow, the golf course
stalled by the feeble housing market.
This new land will triple the capacity of Good Earth
Mission to produce free, fresh, locally-grown produce
for hunger ministries in Southeast Ohio but to do so will
require a huge increase in volunteer hours. The project
opens the door for college students and low-income
people to become skilled in growing and using nutritious locally-grown food. The VISTA representative will
work to create a partnership with a local non-profit that
provides a variety of services for low-income people.
One goal is for the Good Earth Mission to teach the nonprofit’s interested clients, including children, to garden
and cook the food they grow – tackling both the hunger
and poor nutrition that afflicts so many low-income
Americans.
The volunteer worker also will talk with local farmers
about the possibility of internships and, ultimately, potential jobs for the clients of the partner non-profit. The extra

please see ECSF, PAGE 6

More than 225 pilgrims of all ages from southern and northern Ohio
gathered at Washington National Cathedral on April 25 to celebrate
Ohio Day. This occasion takes place about every four years, with one
state recognized by the cathedral in a major way once a month.
The 11:15 a.m. service began with a grand procession that
included Ohio bishops, the Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal and the
Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, along with clergy, acolytes and lay
leaders from both Ohio dioceses. The Ohio state flag led the procession, followed by colorful banners from several Ohio churches
and finally, the banner of Washington National Cathedral.
Dean Samuel Lloyd warmly welcomed Ohioans as the service
opened, again during the announcements when he introduced the
bishops and polled the congregation for Ohioans (lots of hands
were raised), as well as at the end, inviting Ohioans to linger at the
coffee hour.
The bishops con-celebrated the service and fellow Ohioans
assisted at several points – all indicative of a warm welcome from
this magnificent house of prayer.
Following the service, Ohioans had an opportunity to take brief
tours of the Cathedral. While time was limited, the guides did a terrific job hitting the highlights – even though the group could have
spent days soaking in the details of the gothic architecture, nine
chapels, 100-plus gargoyles, intricate wood carvings, and more than
230 stained glass windows.
The worship service capped an exciting weekend for Ohio
pilgrims that included presentations by renowned journalist Judy
Woodruff and Alex Baumgarten of the Episcopal Public Policy
Network. On Saturday afternoon, some participants wandered
the halls of the Smithsonian museums or reveled in the historical
monuments while others engaged in a mission project.
Before worship on Sunday, Ohioans gathered for breakfast and
an opportunity to learn more about the cathedral.
Washington National Cathedral, officially The Cathedral Church
of St. Peter and St. Paul, is the sixth largest cathedral in the world.
It was built over a relatively short period of 83 years (for cathedrals,
that is), but it remains the longest construction project ever undertaken in the District of Columbia. The foundation stone was brought
from fields near Bethlehem and was set in place on September 29,
1907, in the presence of President Theodore Roosevelt and more
than 10,000 people. On the same date in 1990, President H.W.

please see OHIO, PAGE 16
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Total surrender to God: Exploring salvation

In a questionnaire widely distributed to Episcopalians a
couple of years ago, respondents were asked to name key
themes they associated with the identity of the Episcopal
Church. When the data were gathered, the authors of the survey were startled to see that “salvation” did not emerge as a
key theme. This may be because the major question relating to
salvation was poorly written. It asked respondents to rate how
important the church was to them as a “source of salvation.”
Not surprisingly, most said it wasn’t all that important. Indeed,
many of us would say that the church may be an instrument to
convey the Good News of salvation, but we might also say that
the source of salvation is God, not the church. In any case, the
planners of March’s meeting of the House of Bishops decided
it would be useful for the bishops to talk together about salvation and the attention it gets (or doesn’t get) in our life and
work together as Episcopalians. I was asked to present a
brief introduction to the topic, to get the conversation going. I
thought my remarks might be useful back home, so I am sharing them with you here.
Respondents to the Around One Table questionnaire did not
place a high value on salvation as a key value of Episcopalians.
This may be because the question asked us to rate the church
as a source of salvation. Put this way, I’m not sure what I
would have said. I think salvation through Jesus Christ is
central to Christian faith, and I believe the church plays a
crucial role in making this salvation known. But I don’t think
the church is itself the source of salvation; it is the thankful
recipient of salvation.
Nevertheless, when I was asked to get us talking about this,
it got me thinking. It is probably true to say that very often we
Episcopalians avoid putting salvation front and center when
we talk about faith in sermons, in pastoral conversations, and
in public discourse. Why might this be the case? After all,
salvation simply means whatever God does to make us safe
and healthy and whole (this is the basic meaning of the Greek
sozein, the verb we translate as “to save.”) Why would we

avoid talking about how we have been
rescued and healed by God?
Perhaps we embrace the notion
of rescue and healing, but avoid the
term salvation, because it has taken
on overtones that sound exclusive and
fear-inducing. We avoid talking about
the saved, lest we be heard to be saying that some are damned. So we use
other words: Transformation, spiritual
wholeness, radical welcome, reconciliation, the missio Dei, the reign of
God.
Or we may want to avoid linking eternal well-being to
specific belief in Jesus. (It is a fact that it is courteous not to
use the word “salvation” in inter-religious settings, since it is
often heard as referring to specifically to Jesus as the only way
to have any access to God.)
Again, we may wish to avoid approaches to Jesus that are
too individualistic (“Are you saved?”) We wish to remind our
hearers that the Christian way is one we walk together with
others. So, instead of salvation, we speak of our communion
with one another Christ or of the baptismal ministry in which
we share.
All this is good. It is good to be clear that God loves everyone. It is a good thing to enter into dialogue with other faith
communities, respecting their own life-giving experience of
God. It is good to keep in mind that the primary object of
salvation is the human race as a whole, along with the physical universe.
Nevertheless, our avoidance of the word salvation may alert
us to a spiritual problem we need to look at. If salvation means
rescue, protection and healing, it means that we are dependent
on God for these things. Could it be that we don’t want to
think of ourselves as dependent on God? I am reminded of the
Sunday School teacher who said to me when I was in sixth

Bishop
Thomas E.
Breidenthal

grade, “I don’t need to be saved. God knows I’m just fine.” It
took me a long time to sort out that depending on God did not
mean I was of less value. It took me even longer to learn that
total surrender to God was the only way I would ever discover
my infinite value in God’s eyes.
I know I am not alone in this. We all know that mission
begins in surrender, repentance and a longing for union with
God and neighbor. Otherwise, how can we hear God’s call
to service? In just the same way, we cannot witness to Christ
without confessing our need for God and sharing how God has
responded to that need.
Talk of salvation also keeps us from forgetting that we are
not in charge of our mission. Mission starts with God, not
with us, since we are the recipients of that mission, not its
origin. Even more, we are not in charge of how God governs
and furthers this mission. The incident of Jesus asleep in the
boat (Mark 4:35ff and parallels) illustrates this beautifully. The
disciples are upset that they are storm-tossed and unable to get
safely to shore. They are even more upset that Jesus is asleep
in the stern. After they awaken him and he calms the storm, he
rebukes them for their lack of faith. I take this to mean that his
presence among them is all they need to be safe (i.e., saved).
The mission remains in his hands – we are not responsible for
its success.
I take from this the following propositions:
(1) Salvation belongs to God, because we are entirely in
God’s hands
(2) We cannot do mission without resting in Jesus, who has
everyone’s salvation well in hand
(3) God wills to save: where this is resisted, it is God who
breaks through and rescues
So here are the questions for discussion:
How does salvation figure in your own personal story?
How is the church a saved community (or not)?
How does our ministry as baptized persons relate to salvation in Christ?

A letter to the diocese
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I am writing to tell you about some changes at the Procter Camp & Conference Center.
As you may know, Procter is one of the three areas to be addressed in our grant from
the DuPont Corporation. With that in mind, I asked the late Chris Stires to convene a task
force to help us think about Procter and its future in the diocese. I am very grateful to
Craig Foster, John Harris, Rob Konkol, Eileen O’Reilly, Robert Rideout, Marilyn Sessler
and Randy Young for their diligent attention to this work.
As a result of conversations with the task force and others, I have made a significant
change to the governance of the center. It may not be obvious to you, but I believe it’s
important that you know about it. I have dissolved the Procter Board, and reconstituted it
as the Procter Commission. This brings it in line with other working groups in the diocese
dealing with particular program areas, and removes the chance for a misunderstanding that
the center acts independently of the diocese and diocesan funds. More importantly, it brings
Procter front and center as a major program of the diocese which touches on almost
every aspect of our common life. I am grateful to the Procter Commission for its commitment to reflect deeply on a long-range vision for Procter. Procter is already a place of hospitality, where many groups of people find welcome and the opportunity to focus on particular tasks. And it is already a place where an excellent summer camp program occurs year
after year. But if the center is to reach its full potential, it must attract a broader constituent
of groups and agencies who are aware of all it has to offer as a venue for conferences and
retreats. We cannot maintain Procter as a place for vestries to strategize and young campers
to claim their identity as Episcopalians if we don’t ensure that the facility is in constant use,
not only on weekends or in the summer, but throughout the week, every week.
As a diocese, we must also explore ways in which our presence as a major landowner in
Madison County offers us opportunities for partnership with the surrounding community.

For instance, our 1,200-acre farm might well provide an opportunity for young farmers to
engage in cutting-edge “green” agriculture, emphasizing sustainability and diverse cultivation. Inviting this kind of experimentation will involve us in broader initiatives aimed at
re-developing Ohio’s local economies, which will, in turn, help us to reclaim a role for
our county-town parishes in a changing world. It also will support our present camping
program’s commitment to train up young leaders who care about the common good. At the
very least, it will establish Procter’s identity as a center for study, formation and missional
engagement reflecting our diocese’s commitment to engagement with our local communities, Ohio and the world.
This brings me to another change. As Procter moves into its next stage, the job of
Executive Director is bound to change considerably. In light of this, after 13 years of service as Executive Director, Penny Buckley will be moving on to other endeavors. I know
this will not be an easy change for the diocese. Procter’s reputation as a place of extraordinary hospitality is due to Penny’s passion for and skill at making people feel welcome, and
Procter would not be poised to move onto new challenges had Penny not made it the diocesan gathering place it is today. I am personally indebted to her for the many ways she has
helped to make my own entry into Southern Ohio easier. I speak for all of us when I say
that we will miss her welcoming presence in the conference center lobby and dining hall.
Needless to say, it is difficult to make this decision in this economy. Some of you may
be worried about the Buckley family. But I can tell you that my policy is to grant a month’s
salary for every year served, up to 12 years.
Please join me in thanking Penny and Leo for everything they have done to bring Procter
to the place it is today.
Yours in Christ,
+Tom
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From the canon

As I leave my apartment to walk to work each morning, I hear the
bells of St. Xavier’s Roman Catholic Church chiming, and by the time I
arrive at the Diocesan House, the Cathedral Carillon is ringing that wonderful Easter hymn Welcome Happy Morning. In those initial moments
of meeting the outdoors, it seems as though we have moved to Camelot,
blue sky, bells tolling, and all is right with the world. And so much is
right; in my first few weeks here in the Diocese of Southern Ohio, I am
struck by the wealth of wisdom and resources (and here I think mostly
of people) found within our corner of the world. The laity and clergy I
have met have expressed enthusiasm and interest in their ministry and a
longing to make their encounters even more meaningful. What wonderful energy! It is a blessing to be among you as a colleague in ministry. I
hope to listen, learn, and share together.
Many folks have indicated how wonderful it is to have a deacon on the
diocesan staff. That sentiment warms my heart. And yet I realize that for
some, the reality of a deacon being paid to do church work seems inconsistent with the vocation of the diaconate. That is a tension I have lived with
for almost 21 years. It seems that my call to ministry has taken parallel
tracks. It’s as if I live my life in nice, neat little boxes.
As a diocesan staff member, I have engaged diocesan work in many
different arenas: human resources, finance, congregational development,
transition ministry and mission/outreach. When serving in these areas,
the diaconate is always a part of who I am. One friend said to me after
hearing me give a congregational development sermon: “You can tell

The. Rev.

you’re a deacon!”
It is clear to me that what I am paid to do is not
where my ministry stops; perhaps it is where it
begins. I also am called to serve in specific situations
where the bishop sends me. While working on staff
in Maryland, I served as deacon to three different
congregations (we had maximum four-year rotations). While in Kalamazoo, I was assigned to one
congregation for a year, but my diaconal ministry was
primarily lived out through volunteering at a drop-in
center for homeless and under-resourced adults. As I
live into my diaconate here in Southern Ohio, I look
forward to the bishop asking me to serve a specific ministry. Meanwhile,
I have asked to be a tutor in the Diocesan Latino ministry summer program.
Being is a deacon is not what I do -- it is part of who I am. Being a paid
diocesan staff member is what I do, and I bring who I am into that ministry.
As we live together in this common ministry we call the Episcopal Church,
my hope and prayer is that we can learn from each other, and all gain more
insight and strength to be the people God is calling us to be, and to do those
things that reflect just how much we are the people of God.

Canon
Anne Reed

The Rev. Canon Anne Reed is canon for mission in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. Contact her at areed@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712.

Senior staff reorganizes
Over the past 18 months, the diocesan staff has changed considerably, with some leaving for new jobs and
others joining the team. As such, responsibilities have shifted. Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal ultimately oversees
the ministry and work of the diocese. But he has given particular oversight and responsibility to members of his
executive staff.
Bishop Thomas E.
Breidenthal
Bishop
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
(Trustee)
Commission on Ministry
Community of Deacons
Bexley Hall Board
Diocesan Altar Guild
Diocesan Council (President)
Episcopal Church Women
Episcopal Community
Services Foundation (chair)
Faith in Life
Kenyon College Board
Liturgy and Music
Commission
Marriage (requests for second)
Ohio Council of Churches
Procter Camp & Conference
Center
Same-gender blessings
(requests)
Standing Committee
Youth ministry and camping
oversight
Contact: tbreidenthal@
diosohio.org

Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr.
Bishop Suffragan, Provisional
Bishop, Diocese of Pittsburgh
Bexley Hall Seminary (Vice
chair of Trustees)
Forward Movement (Board
chair)
Convention arrangements
and Dispatch of Business
Episcopal Retirement Homes
(Central Ohio Committee,
Corporate board)
Contact: kprice@diosohio.org

The Rev. Canon Anne Reed
Canon for Clergy Formation
Appalachian Ministries
Avondale initiative
Clergy residency program
Clergy Transition/Deployment
Diocesan mission initiatives
Episcopal Community
Services Foundation
Jubilee Officer
Latino ministries
UTO support
Contact: areed@diosohio.org

The Rev. Canon John
Johanssen
Canon to the Ordinary
Clergy misconduct matters
Commission on
Congregational Life
Congregational development
Diocesan Review Committee
Evangelism
Mission Share Reviews
Parish Health Ministry
Stewardship
Contact: jjohanssen@
diosohio.org

David Robinson
Controller
412 Sycamore Inc.
Church Foundation Inc.
Advisory Committee on
Compensation
Budget Committee
Church Pension Group
Expense reimbursements
Finance committee
Finance
Human resources
Insurance (medical, property)
Mission share questions
Contact: finance@
diosohio.org

The Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan
Canon for Life Formation
Affirmative Aging
Anti-Racism Training
Christian formation
Center for Life Formation
(EfM, SOLLI)
Clergy wellness
Common ministry
DioS Companions
Interfaith and Ecumenical
Relations
Leadership licensing
National and World Mission
Safe Church Training
School for Diaconal
Ministries
Social Justice and Public
Policy Network
Clergy Professional
Development
Contact: kruttan@diosohio.org

A main number reaches
all of the staff (regardless of office location):
800.582.1712 or
513.421.0311
Richelle Thompson
Director of Communications
Communications Committee
Convention resolutions,
nominations
Database
Episcopal Communicators
Board
Episcopal Relief and
Development
e-Connections
Forward Movement Board
Information technology
Interchange
Marketing
Publications (Directory,
Journal, Intercessory prayers,
convention information)
Public relations
Website
Contact: rthompson@
diosohio.org

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal is
pleased to announce the appointment
of the Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands as
chaplain to postulants, candidates and
residents. Carter-Edmands, rector of St.
James, Columbus, will provide pastoral
support for people in the discernment
process for ordained ministry. Contact:
cartered@sbcglobal.net
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McCoys honored for putting democracy in action
By Julie Murray
Interchange assistant editor

of Women Voters of the United States. She greatly strengthened the
League’s Lobby Corps, volunteers who follow state issues and help
fashion testimony and lobbying efforts on League issues.
The Rev. David McCoy and his late wife, Terry, will be honored
Not to be outdone, David, while rector of St. Stephen’s, Columbus,
by the League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Columbus with their
served as president of the University District Organization, improving
annual Democracy in Action (DIA) award on May 13.
many aspects of living conditions in the university area. He also coThe award is given in recognition of persons or organizations in
founded the Interfaith Center for Peace and initiated a Social Justice
Central Ohio who have contributed of their time and energy to furtherNetwork within the diocese. Later, David served as legislative represening the democratic process. The McCoys are well known as activists in
tative and director of public policy for the Ohio Council of Churches.
alleviating poverty, fostering peace and equality and ensuring that the
During those years, Terry and David actively served as lobbyists at
political process is open to everyone. Since Terry’s death in October,
the Statehouse, once testifying on the same bill on the same day.
David carries on their legacy by serving on the board of the League
Terry, while president of the LWV of Metropolitan Columbus,
of Women Voters in Metropolitan Columbus and as treasurer of the
initiated the League’s Democracy in Action Awards, to recognize
Interfaith Center for Peace.
Columbus-area individuals, organizations and businesses for their con“I’m so pleased that Terry learned of this honor right before she
tributions to the democratic process. It seems only fitting that she and
died,” said David. “She was such a champion of justice and a fighter
David now be recognized for their tireless work and in modeling for
for hunger concerns. She’s the one who did so much – I was just riding
others how to effectively participate in political and civil life.
on her coat tails!”
In honor of David and Terry’s outstanding contributions, the diocese
Terry first joined the League of Women Voters in the late 1960s in
is acting as one of the sponsors of the event. Bishop Kenneth L. Price
Xenia, where David served as rector of Christ Church and as the first The Rev. David and Terry McCoy
Jr. will serve as an honorary co-chair of the event and speak on behalf
chair of the Xenia Human Relations Council.
of the McCoys’ ministry of social justice.
Later, after moving to Columbus, Terry started the Episcopal Public Policy Network of
“We both felt greatly supported by the diocese in our work,” said David. “I know Terry
Ohio, served as the director of the Hunger Network in Ohio, and served as president of the was greatly honored to be invited to address convention (several years ago) about the Two
League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Columbus, the legislative director and president Cents a Meal program,” he said. “I am very grateful to the diocese for being sponsors of the
of the League of Women Voters of Ohio and served four years on the board of the League Democracy in Action event.”

Justice for all

S

t. Andrew’s, Cincinnati, hosted a special swearing-in ceremony in April for member
Tyrone Yates, who was recently appointed as Hamilton County Municipal Court
Judge. Before his appointment by the governor to fill a vacant seat, Judge Yates
had served in the state
legislature.
When Gov. Ted
Strickland appointed
Yates, he said, “I
have seen first-hand
Tyrone’s dedication to
serving the people of
Hamilton County. We
have worked closely
together on important
legislative initiatives.
I’ve always admired
Tyrone for his deep
knowledge of Ohio’s
justice system and his
commitment to tough but fair justice.”
Yates had served as a Democrat in
the House of Representatives since
2003. He previously served in the
public defenders’ office of Hamilton
County and as vice mayor and councilman for the city of Cincinnati.
Judge Nathaniel R. Jones, a friend
and mentor for Yates, led the swearing-in. Pictured above with Judge
Yates, Judge Jones is a prominent
figure of the Civil Rights movement,
having played a key role in the Kerner Commission report in the 1960s and served as general
counsel for the NAACP. Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal preached and presided at the service,
which had more than 400 people in attendance.

J2A group holds fundraisers,
service projects
By Lois Erven
Interchange contributor
At St. Anne, West Chester, teens are
very visible in parish life with more than
60 active Journey to Adulthood members
involved in worship, education and outreach. The Rev. Jeff Bunke encourages
the teens to serve in worship services as
chalice bearers, lay readers and thurifers,
in addition to the traditional youth roles of
crucifers and acolytes.
J2A, the largest of the three youth groups,
is made up of 29 eighth and ninth graders. These students have learned to balance
their church involvement with the increasing
demands of school academics and activities.
In addition to parish events, many attended
Genesis and Exodus earlier this year and will
head up to Procter Camp this summer.
Recently the J2A students and advisors researched possible locations for their
2011 summer pilgrimage, which will take
place following confirmation. They chose
Ireland as their destination. One of the
highlights will be a day spent hiking
Croagh Patrick, St. Patrick’s sacred mountain, long a destination for pilgrims.
Even before the site was determined,
the J2A youth began the necessary fundraising. With the current economic situation in mind, the group has focused
on sales of reasonably priced, needed

items. They sold wreaths and gift cards
at Christmas, ran a large rummage sale
in March, offered Honey Baked Ham and
Butter Braid at Easter, and sold mulch and
flowers in April. During this time, J2A
teens also organized a canned good drive
for Reach Out Lakota and volunteered
with RASKALS to assist local senior
citizens. Individual students have offered
lawn care, child care, pet care and other
services for hire.
Parishioners from local churches in the
diocese are invited to the next J2A event
on May 14, from 7 to 9 p.m. The J2A
Vendor Sale in the parish hall will feature
merchandise such as Tupperware storage,
Silpada jewelry, Pampered Chef kitchenware, Bagolita handbags, and more. Visit
the church website at www.saintanne-wc.
org for more information and a complete
list of vendors. There is no admission
charge for this event. The J2A group
will offer complimentary refreshments
throughout the evening. Guests can shop
for practical merchandise for everyday
use, as well as unusual gift items for
teacher appreciation, showers, weddings,
birthdays, graduations and other celebrations.
For more information or to learn more
about J2A and the Journey to Adulthood
program, please contact coordinator Lois
Erven at lerven@cinci.rr.com.

FORMATION
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Ohio Episcopal Celebration at Kenyon: Speaking truth to power
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
The question is simple, says the Rev. Walter
Brueggemann. Are you serving Pharaoh or
serving Christ?
It is the answer – and the living it out – that’s
complicated.
Brueggemann, a renowned theologian and author, will lead discussions about speaking truth to power
at the Ohio Episcopal Celebration at
Kenyon in late June.
Gatherings like the Episcopal
Celebration give time and space for
people to reflect about their lives,
said Brueggemann, an author of more than
70 books. He recently retired and moved to
Cincinnati, where he attends St. Timothy’s,
Anderson Twp.

“We need to think through together at how
much we’ve been seduced by Pharaoh … even
the disciples have a hard time understanding what
Jesus is telling them because they’re been so
entrenched in this other reality. We get this thrown
at us in every day, in every way,” he said.
Brueggemann intends to use the experiences of four Old Testament figures – Moses,
Solomon, Elisha and Josiah – to explore
modern-day challenges. For instance, in
exploring how to speak truth to power,
Brueggemann will recount the story of
Moses.
“I don’t think the issues have changed
much,” he said. “Moses is a carrier of
truth and Pharaoh is the power – and the
core issues remain: power, control, money, the
possibility of human community.”
In the ancient world, the purpose of slaves
was to make bricks for Pharaoh.

Summer camp:
Seek and serve Christ
Procter Summer Camp is often described as a
“special” or “safe” place, but for me, Procter is more
than that. Over the nine years I attended Procter as a
camper and the three that I have been on staff, it has
never failed to amaze me how much stronger my faith
in God and my desire to follow in the example of
Jesus Christ are each time I leave.
Yes, I feel close to God while I am
there, but it isn’t until I return home
that I realize that camp has taught
me what it means to live a Christian
life. The time I spend at camp teaches
me how to live my life away from
camp, and that is a gift I will never
truly be able to repay, no matter how
many summers I work there.
Camp has taught me to seek and
serve Christ in all people, and it has given me the
opportunity to meet people from all walks of life with
whom I can share my passion for living and loving and
serving God. I would not be blessed with the joy in
life that I have today if Procter Summer Camp had not
taught me how to find it through actively living out my
faith in God while I am away from camp.
Maggie Foster of Christ Church, Glendale is the head
coordinator of the 2010 summer camp season. Emily
Martin, Redeemer, Hyde Park, will serve as coordinator.
Campers – young and old – will explore this summer at Procter Camp & Conference Center a theme
drawn from the baptismal covenant: To seek and
serve Christ in all people. The theme will be threaded
through every aspect of camp, from the formation
and curriculum tracks, fun and games, the Scripture
lessons during the daily Eucharists and the campfire
talks led by the chaplains.
Register for the summer camps online at www.
youth.diosohio.org. For additional brochures or information, contact Rob Konkol at youth@diosohio.org.

“In our economy, people work for the wealth of
the corporation and the people who skim the top
off and control the government,” Brueggemann
said. “The system is organized so that very few
people can get ahead, and increasing numbers
live on the edge. That is not an accident. That’s
by design. We keep health care linked to jobs to
keep people scared of losing their jobs.”
Moses devises an alternative way to live in
the world. He is one model of “saying we’re not
going to do this anymore,” Brueggemann said.
“We’re not going to be those kinds of producers or those kinds of consumers. We’re going
to organize an alternative community. I see the
work of the church as energizing and empowering people to take steps toward that.”
In fact, the Eucharist offers the first principle
of an alternative existence, Brueggemann said.
“It’s the only place in town where there’s no
scarcity.”

Ohio Episcopal Celebration at Kenyon
is an intergenerational conference
hosted jointly by the dioceses of
Ohio and Southern Ohio, with support from Bexley
Hall Seminary. The
conference will
take place Thursday
evening, June 24
through Sunday,
June 27 on the
campus of Kenyon The Rev. Walter
College in Gambier, Brueggemann
Ohio. Special programs for children and youth will be
available. Children 12 and younger are
free when accompanied by a parent
or guardian. Visit the website at www.
episcopalcelebration.diosohio.org
for more information and to register.
Scholarships also are available.

SOLLI: ‘A luxury I could get used to’
The Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative (SOLLI) is
accepting applications for the 2010-11 program year. The
purpose of SOLLI is to train lay leaders for effective service
in congregations, the diocese, the local community, and ecumenical agencies. SOLLI participants gain knowledge about
the people and programs of the diocese, Anglicanism, prayer
and Bible study and training in group dynamics and congregational leadership.
SOLLI is a two-year program. Each year includes three
two-night weekends. During these times, SOLLI focuses on
leadership, learning goals, and commitment to form a mutually responsible learning community. Our life and work together
is shaped by scripture, prayer, and reflection.
Between the weekends, learning projects will be developed.
Participants will study and become immersed in outstanding
examples of ministry in the diocese. The goal of these projects
is both to present case studies in leadership and to build a network of lay leaders across the diocese.
SOLLI seeks people who are willing to serve where needed,
who have some kind of vision for what is needed in the parish
and in the diocese and who have skills to encourage others in
ministry.

What participants say about SOLLI:
“I was new to Ohio, had almost no friends out here -- far
from my East Coast roots, and was looking for things in which
to get involved. I had been quite active in previous dioceses
and was looking for a way to get involved here.
A parishioner suggested SOLLI, and since I started, I have
become very involved with the Stewardship and Development
Commission, a calling close to my heart. I also have met the
other SOLLI class members and look forward to ongoing
friendships throughout the diocese. In addition, I have learned
a lot about the diocese, how it runs, who the people are, and
know something about its various churches. Not bad for a
commitment of only three weekends a year...and especially at
a beautiful place like Procter!”
Ben West, St. Matthew’s, Westerville

I am in my first year of SOLLI and enjoy my involvement
very much. I applied for SOLLI to learn more about the diocese.
St. James is the only Episcopal church I have attended, and I
thought this would be a great forum to learn more about our faith.
The people I have met from around the diocese through SOLLI
have become very important to me. With each SOLLI weekend,
I learn more and more about everyone’s spiritual journey. I feel
like my life has been enriched by meeting each of them.
I have learned quite a bit about the Episcopal Church, our
diocese, and specifically the challenges and successes that
each parish experiences. Our diocese is so rich, with wonderful stories from each of these parishes. We have interesting
topics each meeting that helps me on my journey to a more
fulfilling relationship with God and Christ. I highly recommend this program to the lay people in our diocese.”
Tina Wicks, St. James, Columbus
“SOLLI is a luxury I could get used to. Aside from the attraction
of escaping to Procter for three weekends a year, in any given session,
we might be treated to a whole morning of the bishop’s thoughts on
well…...just about anything, wrestle with the mystery of Common
Ministry with one of the diocesan staff, hear testimony on the power
of Centering Prayer from a member of a religious order, participate in
an African Bible Study, gain the benefit of a class member’s expertise
on Appreciative Inquiry or liturgical practices, and learn first-hand
why Twitter is considered an important component of diocesan communication strategy. I’ve stayed up far too late at night absorbed in
conversation with delightful people I would never otherwise have
met, who, simply by telling me about the life of their spiritual community have changed my perspective on mine.
All this takes place within the context of morning, noon and
evening worship from the Book of Common Prayer, which
we also have opportunities to study and lead. Those who plan,
prepare and facilitate these sessions do a wonderful job, giving
generously of their time. Though I think the benefits actually
are priceless, if you want to look at it in purely economic terms,
where else could you get all this for under $85 per weekend?”
Christine Carter, Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park

To learn more or download an application, visit www.lifeformation.diosohio.org/solli.
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Glimpses of grief
and grace

By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
As the recession continues, our churches
are a coral reef, with more and more people
in crisis darting within for a moment of
shelter and relief. Here are just a few of the
stories sent in recently by churches that are
using ECSF grants this year to help thousands of neighbors survive hard times.
St. James, Piqua: “Our small town does
not yet show signs of economic recovery,
so food banks play an important role in the
lives of many of its citizens,” writes volunteer Vi Das. “Everyone using the pantry is
having a difficult time but the mornings are
very busy and people quietly come and go,
not telling their stories.
The evening hours are not so rushed.
The other evening, one of our workers
was able to spend time with two clients.
They were young women, not married and
at that time of life when they should have
been full of laughter and plans for a happy
future. Instead, they were coming to a pantry for food, having just lost part-time jobs
at Honda, a factory-paying minimum wage
job with no benefits. They had felt themselves lucky to have even that, taking the
long drive to another town and doing the
hard work. Now that had gone, they were
job hunting again, and debts were mounting. They were most grateful for the food.
A small help – and perhaps having
a sympathetic and caring listener helped
too.”
Good Shepherd, Athens serves a weekly free lunch that provides nutritious homemade food with a focus on fresh vegetables
and fruit. It’s a uniquely cheerful fellowship of students, people struggling with
mental illness, and others in need.
“Recently one of our Free Lunch regulars stopped on her way out to say how
much she enjoyed our lunches, and that
she hoped to see us again but wouldn’t be
returning for the spring quarter,” writes
Phyllis Dean, who coordinates the meal.
“She lives in the Cleveland area, and her
family owns a florist shop that has been
affected by the financial downturn. She
will be able to save the family a significant
amount of money by living at home and
working in the family business, as she did
in high school.
We wished her well and expressed our
sadness to lose her, and our dismay that
her education must be interrupted. She said
she was hoping to take some coursework
at a nearby community college and then
return to OU in a year or two to finish her
studies.”

And here are two stories of lives transformed:
Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park,
provides steadfast financial, volunteer and
in-kind support to MEAC, a comprehensive emergency assistance program in
Madisonville, a Cincinnati neighborhood
with tons of spunk but few people making
a living wage. Jessica Wabler, MEAC’s
executive director, sent this poignant story:
“In October, a woman came into MEAC
very distraught and crying. She was seven
months pregnant with her second child, and
she was in the process of being evicted from
her apartment. She had a job but was not
able to keep up with her bills.
MEAC provided her with emergency food
and clothing for her and her children. We
helped her look for a new apartment and a
new job that would pay better wages. Her
family was included in the Christmas Adopta-Family program, and they received very
useful items such as a bed for her son, a crib
for the new baby, a high chair, a stroller, and
clothing for the newborn as well as various
other necessities for her children.
The woman recently came into MEAC
to thank us for all we had done for her family. She was so grateful for all of the help we
had given her that she was almost in tears.
She expressed how much her son absolutely
loved the brand new bed and told us that she
now has a better job and is no longer worried
about being evicted.”
St. Luke’s, Marietta: And, in case
you’re still feeling exhausted from doing
your tax return, here is a huge success story
from the Caring Connection, an ecumenical ministry with key volunteers from St.
Luke who provide prescriptions, utility
assistance, and Benefit Bank services to
people of all ages in Marietta.
A man who had come to Caring
Connection to get his tax return done
through the Benefit Bank last year returned
and mentioned for the first time that he has
a 30-year-old disabled son who has been
living with him for 10 years. He thought
he couldn’t claim this son as a dependent
because he is no longer a minor. Because
of the son’s disability, however, he can
be claimed as a dependent, making his
father eligible for an additional exemption
and the Earned Income Tax Credit. Caring
Connection’s team used the Benefit Bank to
complete revised tax returns for 2006, 2007,
and 2008, including the son as a dependent.
The resulting tax credits refunds plus that
for 2009 total almost $10,000 – “very useful
amounts for a caretaker of a disabled son!”
says Jim Tilley, Caring Connection’s executive director.

MISSION

Above: Phyllis Dean offers one of Good Shepherd’s
bountiful fruit salads. The expanding number of local
gardens, like the Good Earth Mission in Athens,
enables more pantry and meal programs to provide
free, fresh produce.
Left: Simon, a volunteer mascot, watches over the
potato planting at the Good Earth Hunger Mission
in Athens.

VISTA: Focus on volunteer
recruitment, partnerships
CONTINUED from page 1
land shared this year by University Estates
could become a great training site to help
these clients develop marketable skills.
VISTA, often called “the domestic Peace
Corps,” is a national service program under
which citizens dedicate a year to aiding
non-profits to become more effective in
overcoming poverty. The federal government provides a stipend, health insurance,
and an education award that can be used
toward future tuition or past education
loans. ECSF’s only expense will be for a
small share of the stipend, plus the member’s mileage and a few other expenses.
VISTA attracts highly dedicated people
willing to serve for very little compensation – a perfect match for the Good Earth
Mission created by the youthful order of

Networking Miracle

lay friars organized by Paul Clever and his
wife Sarah. Their goal: to integrate faith
and worship with a daring mission to build
the food security of one of the most impoverished regions of the state.
“The Good Earth Farm and the Common
Friars are thrilled about adding a VISTA
position,” says Paul Clever. With the
VISTA taking on volunteer recruitment,
networking, and fundraising, “the folks
currently working the farm will be able to
spend more time working with volunteers,
teaching about sustainable agriculture and
promoting localized solutions to poverty.”
The Good Earth Farm is recruiting for the
VISTA position immediately, with the year
of service due to start in July. Anyone interested in applying should call Paul Clever at
740.594.2425.

Lying along a bicycle path just outside downtown Athens, the Good Earth Farm has attracted a lot of
interest and publicity in the town. Passersby are welcome to stop and share a meal.
Captivated by the mission of growing and sharing free, fresh food, many Ohio University students and
community residents have started volunteering regularly, and a number of Athens residents share what
they produce in backyard garden plots.
Paul Clever hopes to increase volunteers’ annual food production from 15,000 pounds last summer
to more than 100,000 pounds, but that will require much more land and person-power. Earlier this
spring, he was visiting a woman who offered to let him farm some of her land. Despite the gracious
offer, the land was boggy and not suitable for the kind of people power that he could provide.
But Jody Smith, a fellow parishioner with Paul at Good Shepherd happened to be visiting the landowner, a close friend, at the same time. As Clever described the kind of land he needed – level, welldrained and close to the existing farm, Smith had an inspiration.
She called her son Pat, the accountant for University Estates, a suburban housing development on the
same road as the Good Earth Farm.
Within 24 hours, Clever connected with the owner of the development, who agreed to give the Good
Earth Farm a year’s free use of several acres intended to become a golf course.
The land is fertile, level and just seven-minutes walk from the farm. The young farmers already have
plowed four acres and plan to put at least one into vegetables, while using the others for wheat, corn
and oats needed for the growing group of lay friars living and working in the Good Earth community.
The first planting day took place April 24, with volunteers putting in 1,000 pounds of potatoes.

MISSION

Common
ministry
Dayton Episcopal
churches celebrate
combined service
The eight Episcopal churches in
Montgomery and Greene counties
announce a special, combined celebration on May 23. This unique and
colorful celebration honors the unity
of the multiple Episcopal congregations in the Dayton area and reflects
a commitment to exploring new
ways of being the church. The Rt.
Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal, bishop
of Southern Ohio, will preside and
preach.
“Our desire to come together in the
unity of Christ leads us to worship
together as one church on this special
day,” said the Rev. Mike Kreutzer,
dean of the Dayton Deanery. “The
event serves also as a commitment
to serving the people of the Miami
Valley and to exploring new ways of
making that service more effective. It
is a strong declaration of our desire to
live as a people, united by ‘one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God.’”
The combined worship will occur
on the feast of Pentecost, which celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit
on the disciples of Jesus and the gathering of all nations into one people of
faith. In keeping with that focus, one
of the readings will be done in multiple languages, reflecting the increasingly diverse demographics of the
Greater Dayton area. A special combined choir from all the churches will
add to the festivities, as will the use
of trumpets and music provided by
a group of Rwandan drummers. The
offering received during the service
will be used to support the church’s
local outreach ministries, serving the
needs of our community.
In past years, the Episcopal parishes in Montgomery and Greene
Counties have increasingly worked
together to extend their ministry to
the community. Examples include the
support of food pantries, tutoring in
area schools, care for low-income
elderly, Habitat for Humanity builds,
care for disabled veterans, and support of other local organizations that
serve those in need.
The special service will begin at
11 a.m. at St. Margaret’s Episcopal
Church, 5301 Free Pike in Trotwood,
at the intersection of Free Pike and the
Trotwood Connector. All are welcome!

ECSF establishes
ex-offender task force
By the Rev. Jackie Burns
Interchange contributer
As missioners of Christ and the Church, we have a blessed opportunity to engage
in the restorative process of redemption, reconciliation and re-entry of ex-offenders
as they return to the community.
It is with this notion that Episcopal Community Services Foundation has established an ex-offender’s task force. The first meeting is May 14 at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, in conjunction with the Thurgood Marshall reconciliation symposium the next day.
Behind bars, offenders remain separated from society but these bars should not be
barriers to God’s love. God daily transcends those bars to transform hearts of stone to
hearts of flesh filled with the love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
“Many people live under the
false impression that incarceration is the end of the road for
men and women in prison.”
writes Gary Bolin, an inmate
at North Central Correctional
Institute in Marion. “They are
marked for life. However this
is far from the truth as it has
the potential to transform a
person, start them on a new
path in life because ultimately
they decide how to occupy
their time behind bars. The
decisions one makes on the
inside will either develop or
crush you. I say this from
experience, as my last 21
years were spent incarcerated.
I speak from experience and
from the heart.”
Since 1997, Bolin has been
involved in several programs
through which Ohio inmates
Gary Bolin, an inmate at the North Central
are able to contribute to the
Correctional Institute in Marion, trained this golden solution of major community
retriever as part of a program to help disabled
needs. He takes particular joy
children.
in training service dogs for children with disabilities through a
program called W.A.G.S. 4 Kids (Working Animals Giving Service for Kids).
Dogs are trained to help children pull their clothes off, turn on and off lights and
open doors.
“The reason I enjoy being a secondary trainer so much is because of my grandson,”
writes Bolin. “He is now 10 years old, and I have never met him. I have, however,
been blessed to watch him grow up in pictures. He was born with spina bifida and is
paralyzed from the waist down. He gets around in a wheelchair. When I volunteer and
help train these dogs, I picture in my mind that each particular dog is for my grandson
– so each dog gets trained to the best of my ability.
“When the children receive their dogs, they have no idea who trained them, but
they do know that someone loved them enough to train the dog just for them.”
While Bolin is an exemplary witness of the love of Christ, he represents many
of the countless people preparing to return to Ohio communities as they finish their
terms in prison.
These people need us, the Church, to embody our mission of restoring all people
to unity with God and each other in Christ.
The Rev. Jackie Burns is a prison chaplain with decades of experience counseling prisoners and ex-offenders.
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If you go
If you feel a nudging of the heart to be
a missioner in the field of reconciliation,
please attend the inaugural meeting of the
Ex-Offender Task Force on May 14 at Procter
Camp & Conference Center.
With nearly 30,000 people released each
year from Ohio prisons, it is critical to equip
ex-offenders with the skills and motivation to
become contributing members of society and
to transform community attitudes and legal
barriers that make it difficult for prisoners to
find jobs and housing. Churches can accomplish a lot on both fronts!
Episcopalians in several parishes are engaged
in prison and re-entry work, and this diocese
is gifted by the leadership of several deacons
with expertise in this field.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has called on
ECSF to strengthen Episcopalians’ collaboration with other faith-based and secular agencies working on social problems like re-entry,
so that we can improve outcomes by taking
a more integrated and strategic approach. In
response, the ECSF board voted in January to
set up task forces on prisoner re-entry, hunger
and housing.
The Rev. Jackie Burns, prison chaplain and
deacon, has agreed to chair the new task
force and invites all interested people to an
organizational meeting May 14 at Procter
from 2-4 p.m.
The goal of this initial meeting is to identify opportunities and set practical targets
to increase the effectiveness of Episcopal
churches in fostering successful re-entry of
ex-offenders.
Among the topics we’ll explore May 14:
• a more complete map of what
Episcopalians are already doing
• at least two great program models that
participants have used and can teach
• training we could bring to churches
• opportunities for collaboration with other
faith-based and secular agencies
• specific advocacy we can join this year to
reduce legal barriers to legitimate
employment
Please contact the Rev. Jackie Burns at
614.296.6321 if you plan to attend or have
information and leads you want to share with
the group.

Simeon & Anna: Well done, good and faithful servants

Bishop
Kenneth L.
Price
presents
the Simeon
& Anna
awards
to Elaine
and Doug
Palmer.

T

Simeon &
Anna inductee Julie Nehls
shares lunch
with her rector, the Rev.
Bill Carroll
of Church
of the Good
Shepherd,
Athens.

Story and photos by Julie Murray

he Affirmative Aging Commission and the Diocese of Southern Ohio celebrated the induction of 11 new members into the Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna with a
Eucharist and luncheon at Procter Camp & Conference Center on April 15.
The Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna seeks to affirm the exemplary Christian ministry of the aging members of our diocese. Nominees must be at least 60 years old and an
Episcopalian for at least 15 years. Each deanery is encouraged to nominate at least one person for admission to the society each year.
Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr., in his sermon at the celebration Eucharist, recounted the story of the Feast of the Presentation and the roles of Simeon and Anna on that crucial
day in the life of Jesus and how their actions made them models of the church. He noted the same is true of this year’s nominees and all those inducted into the Society.
“By their ministry, their lives, they help countless others direct their life to Jesus,” said Bishop Price. “Simeon and Anna are two people who are sterling examples of holiness and trust in God. The same can be said for the faithful servants being presented today for induction into the Simeon and Anna Society. By their example, many lives are
strengthened and many people are brought to Jesus.”

Cincinnati West Deanery

panies the missioner on home visitations and assists at monthly services in
Cambridge Heights.

The Rev. Laura Chace, Christ Church, Glendale

Northwest Deanery

Laura is all about compassion. A deacon at Christ Church, Glendale, since 2002,
her heart has been in the parish’s outreach to the poor, and she was a prime mover
in getting the church to take on hosting responsibilities for the Interfaith Hospitality
Network. Laura is now spearheading efforts with the MDGs and becoming a ONE
congregation. She has sung in the choir for more than 50 years, directed the altar
guild, served as both Junior and Senior Warden and been a convention delegate. As
a deacon, she recruits and trains lay Eucharistic ministers and acolytes. She models
the role of servanthood and being Christ-like for the congregation. The Rev. Roger
Foote writes, “When Laura came to Christ Church, folks were unclear of the role
of diaconal ministry. ‘Why do we need one of those?’ they asked. Now they can’t
imagine life without a deacon. Specifically, this one.”

Doris (Dodi) Holmes, Christ Church, Springfield
Dodi is a tireless example of Christian witness. She is a member of
“Circle of Friends” in Springfield, an ecumenical and racially diverse group
of women who provide gifts to those in nursing homes and go to schools
to teach table manners. She is the total committee for Christ Church’s very
successful Mile of Pennies program (now on its tenth mile of pennies), presenting two miles of pennies to the Church Periodical Club at each of the last
three General Conventions. Over her 84 years, Dodi has been in the choir,
the altar guild, taught Sunday school and been a Lay Eucharistic Visitor.
Currently she serves on the vestry, is a lector, chalice bearer, and coffee hour
host, makes lunch for the workers from the London Prison when they are
working at the church, and is a member of the quilting circle. Dodi has said
more than once that the church is not part of her life--the church is her life.

Columbus Deanery
Mary Harris, St.Alban’s, Bexley

Ohio River Deanery

Mary offers herself to the St. Alban’s community and mission in many ways.
She is an inspiration of quiet faith, compassion, and faithfulness to the church. She
has been a convention delegate, usher/greeter, vestry member, and most recently
co-chair of the Stewardship Committee. A good thinker who seeks to bring the best
thinking to any question or task, she is persistent in those tasks and provides real
leadership. Prayer has been formative in shaping her life. She was instrumental in
re-establishing a Children’s Chapel. Observing Mary live her life of faith has been
instructive, especially as a mentor for young confirmands. She undertook the introductory series offered in contemplative prayer and participates in monthly prayer
sessions. Mary’s loving witness, gentle and loving nature and constant presence in
community life are an inspiration and comfort.

The Rev. Cliff Atkinson

Doug and Elaine Palmer, St. Matthew’s, Westerville
This couple lives life to the fullest in terms of their dedication to ministering in
the parish and the community. Their energy and dedication to living the gospel
message are truly noteworthy. When they retired many years ago, the Palmers sold
everything and spent about six years traveling the country in their RV, helping build
houses for Habitat for Humanity. Doug serves on the vestry of St. Matthew’s as well
as on the vestry of Holy Spirit Episcopal Church in Gulf Shores, Ala., during the
winter months. He volunteers to perform maintenance work, even climbing on the
church roof to fix the air conditioning! He volunteers at Westerville Area Resource
Ministry, where he brings back to the parish the need for food in the community.
Elaine serves on the Altar Guild and also volunteers at the hospital. Both are avid
greeters to those who visit. “New hope and new energy” describes the Palmers.

Dayton Deanery
Carlos Romero, St.Andrew’s, Dayton
A member of St. Andrew’s for nearly 30 years, Carlos has been on vestry, served
as senior warden, is head usher, and today works tirelessly to keep the building
clean (no one else could do it to his satisfaction.) He is a liaison to the 12-step groups

and anyone else who uses the building. He has been an advocate and organizer of
St. Andrew’s communal food pantry. His Christian witness is known by those in
the church and outside the church (many of the 12-step members think he is the
pastor!) His willingness to work with our other churches on a shared ministry is an
important example of someone living into common ministry.

Hocking Valley Deanery
Julie Nehls, Good Shepherd, Athens
Julie has served with devotion, skill and grace in just about every leadership position at Good Shepherd and is incredibly active in the broader community as well. Her current ministries include (but are by no means limited
to) vestry member and altar guild directress as well as her persistent ministry
of presence and care with the residents of an assisted living facility. She is an
expert fundraiser and organizer of her fellow parishioners. She is an active
associate of the Community of the Holy Spirit, a religious community for

women in the Episcopal Church, and helps coordinate the largest group of
associates in the United States. Most importantly, however, she is a strong
and loving presence at the heart of the parish and the Athens community, a
faithful minister of the Gospel in word and deed and an inspiration to us all.

She participates in the Nursing Home Ministry, visiting, reading lessons and
distributing communion to those who attend services at Garden Manor and
Mount Pleasant. Since 1975, she has been actively involved and the major contributor for the Ascension Food pantry, which feeds 30-35 families a week.

Miami River Deanery

Northeast Deanery

Joan Thomas, Ascension, Middletown
Joan has a long history of involvement in the Church. A member of
Daughters of the King, she has taught Sunday School and has volunteered in
the Summer Food for Kids program. She serves on vestry and as a treasurer
of ECW. Joan and her sister Jane have been sending individually addressed
Christmas, Easter and birthday cards to the children of Ascension for more than
25 years. She also helps with making palm crosses for Palm Sunday services
and chocolate Easter eggs for a fundraiser. On the first Sunday of each month,
Joan prepares breakfast for the congregation, which is served between services.

Marilyn McKim, St. John’s, Cambridge
Marilyn is currently the head of the Altar Guild at St. John’s, and she has
served in that capacity for many years. She is also a member of St. John’s
mission council, a member of the Cambridge Heights Parish health ministry
and is one of the founders of operation Dry Bottoms, the diaper outreach
ministry at St. John’s. In addition to helping found that unique ministry, she
manages the funding and purchasing for it, as well as shepherding the project
at each distribution of diapers. She chairs and is the chief fundraiser for the
Flower Guild at St. John’s. She serves as Eucharistic Minister and accom-

Cliff has not only served as a priest in countless settings but also has been a
model of faithful Christian witness and compassion in the communities where
he lived, particularly in Walnut Hills, where he settled when he moved to this
diocese. Ordained priest in 1953, he served congregations in Kansas, Iowa,
Chicago and 13 years in the Diocese of New York. Cliff also has served as
interim at various congregations in Ohio, Virginia, Missouri, and Vermont. He
has served in the Diocese of Southern Ohio for more than 20 years. Following
his retirement, he worked, usually as part-time interim, at Good Samaritan,
Holy Trinity, St. Simon of Cyrene, St. Stephen’s, St. James, Holy Spirit and St.
Mary’s. Cliff has been a model of prayerfulness and faith for congregations and
for his colleagues. His commitment to the diocese, his engagement in the community and his unfailing energy are all examples of faithful Christian living.

Scioto River
Larry Wiley, St. Mary’s, Hillsboro
Since Larry retired, he has discovered a call to the elderly, weak and forgotten. Before his move to the diocese, he was assistant to the Chaplain at
the Minnesota Veterans’ Home. There he led worship and Bible Study, visited
residents and participated in activities. Larry leads worship and Bible study
at St. Mary’s and has created a Prayer team for the Sunday morning services.
He assists in the Healing Service at St. Mary’s and participates in a courtordered supervision of a father in the community. He also leads worship at
The Laurels Nursing Home, and the Heartland Home, as well as visiting his
mother-in-law and other residents in a long-term care facility daily. Larry is
often Christ-like when he is serving God’s people in the world today. Larry is
compassionate, caring and gentle in his relationships with the elderly.
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Cincinnati West
The annual blood drive at Christ Church, Glendale, will
be held May 10 from 5 to 7 p.m. If you are in the Cincinnati
area and would like to give the gift of life on behalf of
Christ Church, Glendale, call the church at 513.771.1544
to sign up.
The Parish Growth and Strategic Planning Commission
of St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, will host a Jazz
on the Lawn Concert on May 15, on the west church lawn
at 6 p.m. The concert is free to the public and part of the
congregation’s outreach to the community. Four concerts
will be held through the summer. Other dates include June
19, July 17 and August 21. The Princeton High School Band
will be the featured performance for the first concert. Come
out and see these wonderful young musicians play. Please
bring your lawn chairs. For more information, call the church
at 771.4828.

Columbus

For more than 10 years now, the people of St. James,
Columbus, have been sharing their space with the Armenian
Congregation of Central Ohio. Currently the Armenian priest
travels to Columbus one Saturday a month from St. Gregory
of Narek Church in Cleveland to preside at the Divine
Liturgy with this growing congregation.
Following their liturgy on April 17, the people gathered outside on the lawn of St. James in front of the Holy
Khachkar, donated a few years ago by parishioners of the
Armenian congregation. A Requiem service commemorating the Armenian Genocide was conducted, and parishioners had the opportunity to place flowers in front of the
Khachkar as they prayed in private. The Rev. Lynn Carter-

The Rev. David Bailey, rector of St. Stephen, Cincinnati, was
inducted into the Society of Ordained Scientists during the society’s retreat in Boston May 4-6.
The Mormon Tabernacle Choir performed a choral work by
Howard Helvey, organist and choirmaster at Calvary, Clifton,
as part of the choir’s weekly broadcast program Music and the
Spoken Word on April 18. The anthem, “Bring, O Morn, Thy
Music,” for choir, trumpet and organ, is a setting of a text by
William Channing Gannett penned in 1892 as an account of the
World Parliament of Religions conference held in Chicago that
same year.
Brad Turner, parishioner at Calvary, Clifton, and marketing
coordinator for Forward Movement Publications, will play Harold
Montague, the father of the bride, in the murder mystery comedy
“I’m Getting Murdered in the Morning,” a production of the St.
Catherine Players at St. Catherine of Siena Church in Ft. Thomas,
Ky. Attendees receive a buffet-style dinner and dessert as part of
the $15 ticket price. Performances are May 7, 8, 14 and 15 at 7:30
p.m. Call 513.477.7324 for tickets or for more information.
Sgt. Tyler Kimbler, son of Robin Kimbler, conference coordinator at Procter Camp & Conference Center, won NCO of
the Year for the 718th TC Battalion, his Army Reserve unit. He
will now compete at Camp Atterbury in Indiana for NCO of the
Year for the 310th ESC and then hopefully compete at the next
level at the 88th RRC and then for the entire Army Reserves!
Congratulations and good luck!

Edmands, rector of St James Church, joined Father Martiros
Hakobyan and the Armenian congregation for the service
outside. Fellowship in the parish hall followed. Margaret and
Ohannes Tchobanian of St. James have for the past decade
worked with the ministry to the Armenian Congregation of
Central Ohio.
St. Peter’s, Delaware, will host two community activities in conjunction with the Delaware Arts Festival, May
15-16. On May 15, the church will hold a U2charist service
at 7 p.m. In the spirit of the U2chatrist’s aim to help fight
extreme poverty, all money raised from the offering will
benefit the Christian Haitian American Partnership. And on
Sunday, the youth of the parish will host an ice cream social
after the 10:30 a.m. service. They’ll set up their yummy
goods under a large tent on the parish lawn to attract the
thousands of arts festival patrons in downtown Delaware.
For more information about either event, call the church at
740.369.3175.
A special outreach presentation focusing on literacy
development and educational needs in West Africa will be
held at St. Mark’s, Columbus, on May 9 at 11 a.m. Deborah
Morton, a St. Mark’s parishioner studying for her doctorate
in linguistics at The Ohio State University, will share her
experiences of the 21 months she spent working with the
Anii people of Benin and Togo and also speak about the
current educational issues of the region. Call the church at
614.486.9452 for more information.

Dayton
St. Paul’s and the City of Oakwood have launched a cooperative effort—a community garden to be placed on the green
space next to the church. This is an opportunity for church

members to come together and grow healthy, local food for
their families while also sharing with those who are less fortunate. All gardeners will be asked to donate a portion of their
yield to a local food bank or to agencies that feed the homeless.
Plots of 12 feet by 12 feet will be offered; some raised plots
(to ease accessibility) will be offered. A chart showing the plot
arrangement is available for view at the church. A $10 fee per
plot will offset St. Paul’s watering costs.

Ohio River

Millennium Development Goals March Madness at
Church of the Redeemer, Cincinnati, “netted” big results
for Nets for Life! Proceeds from parishioners entering a
bracket competition for the NCAA basketball championship
raised more than $1,320—that’s 110 mosquito nets—for the
organization. Congratulations to parishioner Perry Drosos,
who won the competition by accurately predicting the number of points in the final game as well as possibly being the
only person in America to choose Duke as the winner!
The American Choral Directors Association honored the
choir of Christ Church Cathedral by inviting them to sing
choral Evensong for its Central Division Conference held
in February in Cincinnati. The ACDA presented a plaque of
recognition to the cathedral choir in appreciation for their
participation as special presenters at the conference.

Scioto River
St. Andrew’s, Washington Court House, held an Acolyte
Reunion April 24-25. A reception was held at the Washington
Country Club, honoring the former and current acolytes
of the congregation. A special tribute with a slide show of
treasured photos was held during the 10 a.m. service the next
morning.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation.
Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202.
Not mass mailing your newsletters anymore? Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to jmurray@diosohio.org and rthompson@diosohio.org.
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ENS: Eight years ago St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
in rural Hillsdale, Michigan, began operating a free
medical clinic for un- and under-insured and lowincome people one night weekly.
“We had hoped it would be an urgent care clinic, but
what we found was that people were coming in with
chronic, complicated needs because they didn’t have
any access to health care,” said Jill Pavka, the director of St. Peter’s Free Clinic and a registered nurse,
adding that in the first year the clinic served about 20
patients a week. Today it serves more than 60.
Pavka is one of 170 Episcopalians and others
interested in social service gathered in Newark, N.J.,
in late April for “Called to Serve: The Episcopal
Church Responds to Domestic Poverty,” a conference
designed to explore the nature of domestic poverty
and the church’s role in addressing it.
The three-day conference, supported by Jubilee
Ministries, Episcopal Community Services in America
and National Episcopal Health Ministries was an opportunity for conference-goers to share ideas on how to
better implement and strengthen programming through
workshops and plenary sessions, and to build relationships locally, regionally and nationally by networking.
In the conference’s second day, Charles W. Fluharty,
president and CEO of the Rural Policy Research
Institute, gave a talk titled “Poverty, Place and Public
Policy: Re-thinking the Rural/Urban Dialect,” and
opened a dialogue about the church’s role – as an

institution – in addressing domestic poverty.
“If I look at rural America today I would really argue
that the church is one of the few anchor institutions that is
left and I would argue in urban areas that is also the case,”
he said. “I would argue that if God’s church could unite
rural and urban poverty people together to move God’s
kingdom forward domestic policy would look different
in the United States. The church could do that.”
Many of the factors that influence poverty, rural
and urban, are intrinsically the same, Fluharty said.
Under the Obama administration, federal policy has
shifted to a place-based model, meaning that policies
and programs draw from the resources and strengths
existing in those places rather than implementing a
standard approach.
“We’ve got to rethink what our core mission is,”
Fluharty said. The people who went into that Dallas
urban blight did not say we have to get these people
out of this place; they said these people are doing great
things, we have to lift them up.”
He added, “’Jubilee’ is a classic example of exactly
that … it was so uplifting. It is an example of a placebased program that is phenomenal.”
“Jubilee,” a documentary about the 12-year relationship that transformed both an affluent Dallas
parish and a high-crime neighborhood, produced by
the Episcopal Church’s Office of Communication,
debuted at the conference April 28.
Fluharty referred to “Jubilee” as an effective church-
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community partnership throughout his talk, calling it a
framework for integrating suburban and urban initiatives that serves as an advantage to both constituencies, their communities and the regional economy.
The recession will linger in rural areas and inner
cities for at least the next decade, he said, and with federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds
set to end next year, state and local budget deficits and
an increasing need for human services, it will become
even more necessary for rural and urban voices to
unite and for churches to step up.
Coinciding with the conference, the Episcopal
Church April 29 announced that it will partner with
Colorado Springs-based White Bison, Inc. to develop
a culturally oriented strategy for addressing domestic
poverty within Native American communities.
“Working with White Bison is an honor for our
church and our peoples,” said Sarah Eagle Heart, the
church’s Native American and Indigenous Ministries
officer, in a news release. “We are demonstrating
healing, forgiveness and reconciliation through this
partnership. We have the same goals of ensuring tribal
cultural and spiritual preservation. By collaborating
together, we can provide tools for communities to
address issues such as the suicide rate, which is ten
times the national average on some reservations. By
combining our efforts, we can utilize the abundance
present and bring transformation for the seventh generation of Native American peoples.”

Presiding bishop, interfaith leaders pray for nuclear abolition at U.N.
ENS: Religious leaders and peace activists gathered in New York May 2 at the Church Center for
United Nations for an interfaith convocation to call
for nuclear disarmament in advance of the U.N.
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty conference May
3-28.
“We find common ground in our steadfast commitment to abolish nuclear weapons,” said Mark Johnson,
executive director of the Fellowship of Reconciliation.
“From many religions, we come together for those
who have been profoundly impacted by the deployment, testing, and storage of nuclear arms.”
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori joined
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Nagasaki Joseph
Mitsuaki Takami, a survivor of the 1945 atomic bombing of Nagasaki, Japan; Haruko Yaguchi, coordinator
of Japanese Religionists for Peace; the Rev. Michael
Kinnamon, general secretary of the National Council

of Churches, and Swami Parameshananda, international representative of Bharat Sevashram Sangha, in
the convocation.
The convocation involved the sharing of the
voices, sacred texts, and faith-based statements on
nuclear arms and nuclear war of many different
faith traditions and faith communities. The gathering included readings, music and singing, dance,
chants and prayers. Following the service, there was
a walk and rally ending on Second Avenue and East
47th Street in the Dag Hammarskjold Plaza for the
International Peace & Music Festival.
In July 2009, the Episcopal Church’s General
Convention adopted Resolution D060 commending
President Obama’s invitation to nations to scale down
the world’s nuclear weapons stockpile; calling upon
U.S. policy makers to determine a timely process for
the dismantling the nation’s nuclear weapons while

urging other nations to do the same; and urging the
president and Congress to explore a moratorium on
production of new nuclear arms.
In his January 27 State of the Union Address,
Obama referred called nuclear weapons perhaps the
“greatest danger to the American people.” He convened a 47-nation conference on nuclear security in
Washington, D.C., earlier this month.
“We are encouraged by President Obama raising
the issue of the nuclear threat in this year’s State of the
Union message, and we support his recent efforts with
40 other nations to work toward nuclear disarmament,”
said Johnson. “But we must abolish such weapons
altogether. Millions of petitions will be delivered next
month to the White House and U.N. calling for abolition; this convocation is an example of the religious
community’s participation in the global disarmament
campaign.”

Bishop allows blessings of same-gender unions
At the Diocese of Southern Ohio’s convention in November
2009, Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal announced his intention
to permit the blessing of same-gender unions in the diocese,
beginning in Easter of 2010. At that time, he named a task
force of clergy and laity; they worked with the bishop to craft
the procedures and requirements related to this policy. Here are
the members of the task force: The Rev. Douglas Argue, The
Rev. Trevor Babb, The Rev. William Carroll, Joe Dehner, Esq.,
The Rev. Pam Elwell, The Rev. George Hill, Nanci Koepke,
The Rev. Eileen O’Reilly, Dr. Gail Payne, Dr. Don Reed, Dr.
Marti Rideout, A. J Stack, and Lisa Wharton, Esq.

These were not a collection of people necessarily eager
to see Southern Ohio move in the direction of same-gender
unions. Some were; some weren’t. Once gathered, however,
they dug into the hard questions with great courage and
mutual respect.
This group has gone far beyond the initial request in stating the theological convictions that underlie the policy, in
developing a rite of blessing for trial use, and in providing
web and print resources for congregational and individual
study. Bishop Breidental has extended his appreciation for
their work – not only for its outcome, which will contribute

significantly to the Episcopal Church’s reflection on samegender unions, but also for the charity, honesty and devotion
to the Gospel that was so beautifully modeled in their conversations with one another.
The first two blessings of same-gender unions in the diocese were held in April – one in Columbus and the other in
Cincinnati. A third is scheduled in June.
Information about the policy, theological reflection, trialuse rite and resources are available on the diocesan website
at www.diosohio.org, under How things work, then policies
and procedures.
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CALENDAR

May
8 – Preacher training at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl
Ruttan at 800.582.1712 ext 137.
8 – Diocesan Council meets at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Bruce
Smith at 614.486.9452.
13 – Residency program monthly meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 9:30
a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at
800.582.1712 ext 137.
14 – Dispatch of Business meeting in Cambridge.
Contact: Jane Dupke Curry at 800.582.1712.
14 – ECSF Ex-Offender Task Force meeting
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 2-4 p.m.
Contact: the Rev. Jackie Burns at 614.296.6321
14 – Celebration of New Ministry for the Rev.
Rob Willmann and the congregation of St. James,
Zanesville, 7 p.m.
15 – Worship Leader training at Church of the
Good Shepherd, Athens, 9:30 a.m. Contact: Kay
Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext. 136.
15 – Parish Administrator Conference at Procter
Camp & Conference Center, 9:30 a.m. For anyone involved with parish administration – administrator, secretary or clergy. Cost $15. Register
online at www.diosohio.org. Contact: Roy Barker
at 614.766.2664.
15 – Thurgood Marshall Symposium at Procter
Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. Register at
www.diosohio.org under Events. Contact: Dianne
Ebbs at 513.793.0083.
18 – Full diocesan staff meeting, 10 a.m. All
diocesan offices closed.
19 – Commission on Congregational Life meets
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m.
Contact: Janice West at 937.278.2249.
20 – Advisory Committee on Compensation &
Resources (ACCR) meets at Diocesan House, 1:30
p.m. Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
21-22 – Deacons retreat at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Douglas
Argue at 614.280.1984.
22 – Safe Church training at Christ Church,
Glendale, 9 a.m. Register at www.diosohio.org or
by calling Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712. Contact:
the Rev. Fred Shirley at 614.882.9038.
23 – Regional confirmations. Dayton at
St. Margaret, Trotwood. Contact: Pat Haug at
800.582.1712, ext. 103. Cincinnati, 3 p.m. at Christ
Church Cathedral. Contact: Jane Dupke Curry at
800.582.1712, ext. 130.
31 – Diocesan offices closed for Memorial Day
holiday.

June
1 – Executive and program staff meets at
Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
3-5 – School for Ministry weekend at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at
800.582.1712 ext. 136.
5 – Center for Life Formation graduations at Christ
Chapel, Procter Camp & Conference Center, 11 a.m.
10 – Title IV training at Procter Camp &

RESOURCES

Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712 ext 137.
10 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan
House, noon. Contact: the Rev. Stephen Applegate
at 740.587.0167.
12 – Deacons’ ordinations at Christ Church
Cathedral, 11 a.m. Clergy: red stoles.
14-15 – Executive staff retreat.
16 – Commission on Congregational Life meets
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m.
Contact: Janice West at 937.278.2249.
17 – Pre-ordination retreat for those being
ordained to the priesthood, 10 a.m. Contact: Pat
Haug at 800.582.1712 ext. 103.
19 – Priests’ ordinations at St. Anne, West
Chester, 11 a.m. Clergy: red stoles.
20-25 – Reading Camp at Procter Camp &
Conference Center.
24-27 – Ohio Episcopal Celebration at Kenyon,
Kenyon College, Gambier. Register at www.episcopalcelebration.diosohio.org.
25-27 – Family Camp I at Procter Camp &
Conference Center.
30-July 3 – 123 Camp and Outdoor Adventure
Camp at Procter Camp & Conference Center.

Safe Church
Training Who
needs to attend?

The diocese requires Safe Church training for:
• All clergy • All wardens
• All full-time employees of the church
• All volunteers who regularly work with or around
children or youth
• All volunteers licensed by the bishop as Eucharistic
visitors
• All volunteers who have the authority to begin new
programs of the congregation that involve children or
youth
The diocese strongly encourages Safe Church training for:
• Vestry or mission council members and congregational officers
• All volunteers who give any kind of pastoral care
• Those who contract their services to the diocese or
congregations
• All volunteers who occasionally work with or around
children or youth
Please check the diocesan website for upcoming
training dates in your area or call one of the coordinators listed below to help you set up a training.
Training coordinators
Dayton/West: The Rev. Jane Gerdsen –
937.275.8091; jane.standrews@sbcglobal.net
Cincinnati East: The Rev. Anne Wrider—
513.561.6805; revajw@live.com
Cincinnati West: The Rev. Jeff Bunke –
513.779.1139; rector@saintanne-wc.org
East: The Rev. Leslie Flemming –740.592.4460;
leslieflemming@columbus.rr.com
Columbus: The Rev. Fred Shirley –614.882.9038;
fshirley@columbus.rr.com; The Rev. Diana Shirley
at dianashirley@columbus.rr.com.

Clergy/congregations
Congregations
The people of St. James, Zanesville, invite the people of the diocese to
celebrate the new ministry of their rector, the Rev. Rob Willmann, on May
14 at 7 p.m.
Beginning search process: St. James, Westwood; St. Alban’s, Bexley
Developing profile: Church of the Advent, Cincinnati
Finished profile: Indian Hill Episcopal/Presbyterian Church
Interviewing candidates: Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming; St.
George, Washington Twp.

rest in peace
Relatives of three diocesan staff members died in April: Barry
Minnicks, the step-father of Kay Sturm; Danny Harper, the nephew
of Susie Lindig; and Bill Hohmeister, brother-in-law of Geri McDaniel.
Please keep these families in your prayers.

New
ministry
Bishop Thomas
E. Breidenthal
recently
installed the
Rev. Jennifer
West as rector of St.
Matthew’s,
Westerville.
West came to
Westerville as
priest-in-charge
in October
2009.
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NEWS NOTES
Formation

Theologian to keynote first Thurgood Marshall Symposium
More than 50 years since the Hon. Thurgood Marshall argued and won the landmark civil
rights case of Brown vs. The Board of Education, Americans continue to struggle with the
concept of living together in the tensions of our diversity.
On May 15, the Diocese of Southern Ohio’s Herbert Thompson Chapter of the Union of
Black Episcopalians will launch the first of a continuing series of symposia
honoring Marshall, who was ultimately named to the United States Supreme
Court and is on the way to being included in the Episcopal Church’s calendar of saints. The first presenter will be theologian Dr. Gilbert Bond,
president of The Center for the PraXis of Christian Reconciliation, scholar,
author and former associate professor of theology and African studies at
Yale Divinity School.
The symposium will take place at the Procter Camp & Conference
Center from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. You may also sign up for dinner and informal conversation
with him the evening before. The event is being underwritten by the diocese’s Faith in Life
Commission, the UBE chapter, Christ Church Cathedral, Church of the Redeemer and other
diocesan groups.
Please register so the Procter staff can have an accurate count. Register online under
Events.
Information: UBE President Dianne Ebbs at DEbbs@cinci.rr.com or 513.793.0083.

Spend a Quiet Day with saints
The Rev. Cricket Park and Lissa Barker are recalling the historical contributions of two
leading female figures for a special quiet day at Procter Camp & Conference Center on May
22. The “Mystic Workshop” will offer reflection on the life and witness of Hildegard of
Bingen and Julian of Norwich and provide time for meditation and contemplation.
The day will run from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cost is $15, which includes lunch. Register online
at www.diosohio.org, under Events or contact cbpark@aol.com

Commission hosts e-Giving demonstration
The diocese’s Stewardship and Development Commission is hosting webinars on electronic giving. The commission will showcase a service offered through PledgeConnect that
allows all congregations to accept secure donations through bank account debits and/or credit
cards.
In late 2009, the diocese and PledgeConnect established a partnership to offer this costeffective program to all parishes in the diocese. Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal sees the
benefit in offering an electronic donation option.
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“If congregations are to succeed financially, we need to provide a variety of payment
methods to meet the needs of all our parishioners,” said the bishop.
PledgeConnect is planning four online demonstrations, customized specifically for our
diocese. They events are May 11, 13, 18 or 20, all at 3 p.m. To register or learn more, contact
commission co-chair Jim Edgy at jedgy@cinci.rr.com.

Conference: Creating the Poem of Your Life
All are invited to a contemplative day apart on June 5 at the Hermitage at Beaver Run
in Warsaw, Ohio. Guided by the writings of William Stafford, attendees will explore their
creative energy through poetry. The Rev. John Holliger, an Episcopal priest in the Diocese of
Ohio, will lead the seminar. Learn more about his work at www.acontemplativenature.com.
Information: johnhilliger@verizon.net.

Mission

Cincinnati congregations offered energy savings
Congregations located within Hamilton County are eligible to apply for a financial program that can reduce utility bills, by making buildings more energy efficient. The program is
offered in partnership with Ohio Interfaith Power and Light, Greater Cincinnati Energy Alliance
(GCEA) and the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Selected organizations will have the opportunity to participate in a summer (June-July)
workshop program that will walk you through steps to enhance the energy efficiency of your
facility. At the end of the program, financial incentives will be awarded for organizations
to undertake energy efficiency retrofits (in July-November). The energy alliance intends to
award, use and report these financial incentives by the end of 2010. It is an achievable, yet
fast-moving schedule – an opportunity that your organization won’t want to miss out on.
Prepare your organization to act fast.
Already Calvary, Clifton, has been selected to serve as a pilot congregation for the program.
For more information and to download the application, please visit: www.greatercea.org/
RFP2010 . Applications due May 19. If you have questions, please contact the Rev. Gary
Lubin at glubin@cinci.rr.com.

Bikers raise money for clean water program
The outreach committee of St. Mark’s, Columbus, and parishioner Mark Baldwin are
working with a local couple in hosting a Tour de H20 bike ride to raise money for clean water
projects in Africa. The bike ride on May 22 is open to cyclists (amateur or otherwise) willing
to raise money to support the cause. Learn more about the charity, sign up to ride or make a
donation at www.tourdeh20.org

Project Re-Runway launches rummage season

Models (including the Rev. Jack Koepke, left) take the runway at St. Paul’s, Oakwood.

Project Re-Runway was the perfect
overture for St. Paul, Dayton’s, rampedup May Rummage Sale. The March
event featured fabulous food, entertainment, a silent auction of some
very unique items and services, and a
runway fashion show highlighting haute
couture re-runs. Members of St. Paul’s
Confirmation class, who had chosen
Haiti Relief as their class service project,
acted as servers, models and runway
assistants. Local “celebrities” added to
the fun! During this dazzling evening,
more than $6,100 was raised for
Episcopal Relief & Development’s relief
efforts in Haiti. The St. Paul’s Rummage
Sale will be held May 14-15. All proceeds from the sale will be used for
mission/outreach projects.
– Jill Davis, communications director,
St. Paul’s, Dayton
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Chocolate Fest raises $20K
for community ministry
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor

Terri Moorhead, chair of the Chocolate Fest, celebrates with Connie Reyes-Rau, an ECSF board
member.a

2010 Chocolate Fest
Winners:
The real winners of the Chocolate Fest are people in
need from throughout Southern Ohio who will see
relief from hunger and homelessness, thanks to the
funds raised by this year’s bakers!
The top prizes awarded by chocolatiers Chip and
Debbie Graeter, Randy Young and Matt Madison:
Most Unusual: Profiteroles, Lisa Wharton, St. Thomas
Most Gorgeous: Triple-Chocolate, Triple-Layer Tasty
Cake, Sean Holcomb, St. Thomas
Best Overall Chocolate: Kate Gislason, St. Thomas

People’s Choice Winners:

First Prize: Warp Drive Pie: Rachel D’Wolf, St. Thomas
Second Prize: Chocolate Decadence Cake: Elizabeth
Grover, Redeemer, Cincinnati
Third Prize: Triple Treat: Bill and Margaret Nelsen, St.
Barnabas, Montgomery

When three 11-year-olds entered this
year’s ECSF Chocolate Fest bake-off,
the planning committee anxiously discussed what to do if not all of them
won a prize.
They needn’t have worried.
A hush fell over the crowd as celebrity chocolatiers prepared to announce the
grand prize winners in three categories,
Sean Holcomb won the Most Gorgeous
award for his Triple-Chocolate, TripleLayer Tasty Cake – a towering triumph
of fluffy white, milk and dark chocolate.
Then Rachel D’Wolf captured the
Best Overall Chocolate award for her
amazing truffles in three flavors – the
unanimous picks of judges representing three of Cincinnati’s finest confectioners (Graeter’s, Aglamesis, and
Madisono’s Gelato).
That left the People’s Choice awards
– a tally of popular acclaim. The room
erupted in cheers when emcee John
Gatch, channeling Willy Wonka in seersucker and bow tie, announced the top
vote getter: 11-year-old Kate Gislason’s
Warp Drive Pie.
The five irresistible chocolate elves
from St. Thomas added to the triumph
of children at this year’s Chocolate Fest,
raising $391 in freewill donations by
exhorting Chocolate Fest guests to buy
People’s Choice ballots. This money
will equip church food pantries to buy
almost 1,600 meals worth of food at

Kate Gislason applies whip cream to her warp drive pie, winner of a People’s
Choice award.
food banks to give to families afflicted
by the recession. This is by far the largest
amount raised in the People’s Choice in
three years of chocolate fests: each ballot
costs a dollar and enables fans to stuff
ballot boxes for their favorite chocolate
recipes.
Grown-ups shattered records too
for this year’s Chocolate Fest, beautifully hosted by St. Thomas, Terrace
Park in the spacious, airy parish hall.
Through sponsorships, cash and inkind donations, supporters raised more
than $20,000 to go into ECSF grants to
churches to fuel ministry responding to
human needs across the diocese.
Sixteen amateur chocolatiers and

four professional chefs donated exquisite chocolate recipes, from Larry
Bourgeois’ liquid truffles to Catherine
Smith’s classic chocolate chip cookies.
Thanks to several articles in the
Cincinnati papers and the buzz created
by almost two weeks of ECSF’s first
online silent auction, more than 200 people attended. Many more sent generous
contributions. More than 40 businesses
from Zanesville to Xenia, Dayton, and
Cincinnati and more than 40 individuals
donated silent auction items. TriHealth,
PNC Bank, Aglamesis, Graeter’s, and
National Bank and Trust – collectively
donated $3,750 in corporate sponsorships.

Your Procter
In a unique partership, Procter Camp & Conference Center’s dining
room received a facelift, thanks to several of the trustees from the London
Correctional Facility and the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and
Correction. While Procter provided the paint and supplies, the trustees
provided the labor, a huge saving to the center and the diocese.
Under the supervision of Officer Steve Puckett, Deputy Warden Jeff
Noble and his assistant Jennifer Noble, additional projects will be scheduled for the future, including the painting of the six cabins and the guest
rooms in the adult facility.
In addition to hosting several groups, in late March, nearly 140 clergy,
spouses and partners gathered at Procter for the renewal of vows and the
blessing and distribution of oils. The group contributed more than $650 as
offering, which was divided between Episcopal Relief & Development for
work in Haiti and Episcopal Community Services Foundation.

Above: The Rev. Bill Pursley of St.
John’s, Lancaster, and the Rev.
Christopher Richardson of St. Timothy’s,
Anderson Township, connect during a
recent clergy day at Procter.
Left: Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal
leads the Renewal of Vows service during Holy Week at the center.
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Love Song: Owning up

Irony... an outcome of events contrary to what was, or
might have been, expected.
My near obsession with the proper use of this word,
especially in its adjectival or adverbial forms, ironic and
ironically, has caused me much emotional pain, and, I’m
sure, has got on the nerves of anyone watching local TV
newscasts with me. It has been a trigger for ungentlemanly
and perhaps sinful behavior on my part.
I’m sitting in my most comfortable chair and a TV reporter
or anchor (the British call them what they are, readers) says
something like “Ironically, this same thing happened at this
place just a year ago.” I stiffen and lean toward the screen,
jaw clenched: “No, you idiot, not ironically; coincidentally
maybe, but not ironically.”
One day I got in touch with the news editors of all the local
TV stations and politely – really, politely – suggested they
check their dictionaries for irony in its various forms. My call
did no good. I no longer speak to the TV screen on this matter,
but it still causes me some pain. (As does “Me and Joe” did
this or that, or “He gave a wonderful gift to Sarah and I.”)
I just don’t like to see irony cheapened. The real thing
makes for a good story. Let me tell you one.
Through the first 15 or so years after my ordination, I was

a pretty conservative and traditionalist priest. The bishop and the Diocese
of Lexington were like that, too, and
so were the majority of people in
the congregations I served. We were
uncomfortable with big changes. We
liked the way things were. I was a
deputy to General Convention when
the vote was taken to ordain women
priests. I voted no.
I had several arguments to defend
my position, but right now I can’t
think of any of them except that all
Jesus’ disciples/apostles were men. Though Mary Magdalene
was obviously very close to Jesus and was the first to see
him after the resurrection and passed the news to the men,
that didn’t count.
In the years immediately after that vote, no women were
ordained in my diocese. But one day I was talking with a
fellow priest, who had been a Roman Catholic priest before
he married a former nun and became an Episcopalian. We
were discussing the concept of the priest as representative of
Christ , and he pointed out the truth that the Incarnation was

The Rev.
Bob Horine

not that God became a man but that God became a human
being. Of course! Why hadn’t I seen that?
Here begins the irony, and for me a source of great humor:
Out of my traditionalist parish of 400-plus members, under
my traditionalist (through most of my tenure) leadership,
came the first four women to be ordained priest in our diocese. Now there have been others.
And the life of the church has gone on without missing a beat; the gospel has been preached, the sacraments
administered, the sick and dying comforted, and the poor
ministered to.
In retirement, I joined the staff of our cathedral as an associate. The dean was a man, as were his two assistants. When
the assistants left, the dean hired two women. When the dean
left, the vestry hired a woman to act as interim. So, this onetime champion of the all-male priesthood finds himself the
only male on the clergy list.
I figure this is the final irony unless a granddaughter steps
forward.
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the
Diocese of Lexington and a former senior editor of
Forward Movement Publications.

Notes from the Edge
Alternative Spring Break is a timehonored tradition among many college students; instead of jetting off
to a beach to drink ourselves silly,
we volunteer that time off for folks
who need it. Some destinations are
domestic, some foreign, some just
across town—we build houses, clear
out invasive plants, and spend time
with children or our elders. Our campus mission team gathered in the
wee hours of a Sunday morning to
begin our journey to New Orleans.
All six of us. Well, seven if you count
Nate Z., who was riding down but
would be working with a different
group. I couldn’t help a bit of trepidation, wondering if it would be awkward with only six of us. Would they
think the trip was lame because there
weren’t more people? Would we get
much work done? Have we failed
before we’ve begun?
The drive from Cincinnati to New
Orleans was like seeing your bedroom
ceiling clearly for the first time—
familiar yet strangely new. Four of
our team were mission veterans, but
two had never in their lives left the
Cincinnati area. Nate W. and Jamie
were not just interested in everything
we passed but passionately curious.
When we stopped for lunch at Hardees
(exotic because we don’t have them in
Cincinnati), Nate W. was enraptured
by his chicken sandwich. Later on he

fell in love with our
shop girl and her
Alice
Alabama accent.
Connor
Still later, as we
attempted to find
Nate Z.’s hotel and
accidentally took
a ferry across the
Mississippi River
(long story), they
took photos and
talked about how
cool it all was. And
this was Day One.
Day Two began our mission work
in New Orleans with an organization called Rebuilding Together,
which provides “free rehabilitation
and critical repairs to the homes of
low-income Americans.” Our team
was assigned to Lucius Tyson, an
Army veteran who has been living in
a FEMA trailer in his front yard for
four years. All my concerns went out
the window immediately—we joked
all week that we were only six but did
the work of seven! Which, as it turns
out, was true: we primed and painted
the fascia and soffit and three rooms,
primed the living room, ceramic-tiled
the den, decontaminated the tile in a
bathroom and a shower, and cut down
all the three-foot-tall weeds surrounding the house. I predict that Mr. Tyson
will be in his home by the end of April.
The work of seven people, indeed!

The Rev.

As it turned out, our small size was
a blessing for the relationships we
built—we were able to really get to
know one another and our Rebuilding
Together friends. Nate W. and Jamie
had a wonderful time so far from home
and have already begun planning next
year’s trip. And getting to know Mr.
Tyson and hearing his story was brilliant. He told us when the hurricane
hit, he and his mother drove north, like
so many others. They stopped every
now and again to find a place to stay,
sleeping most nights in their car. They
ended up in Little Rock, Ark., for a
year or so before they could move
back home. In addition to struggling
with kidney problems, Mr. Tyson has
struggled with depression in the wake
of the hurricane and that having folks
work on his house is a great gift. We
learned to lay tile well, which is itself
a gift to those who walk on it. We
learned that Mr. Tyson’s favorite food
is a po’ boy, specifically from Parkway
Po’Boys, where we dutifully went for
dinner. And we learned that you don’t
have to be big or impressive to be
mighty or to show someone love.
The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus
minister for the Evangelical Lutheran
Church at the University of Cincinnati.
She works at the Edge (campus ministry house) and lives in the middle. You
can reach her at www.edge-uc.org.
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Happy Days
Southern Ohio’s seventh bishop, the Rt.
Rev. Bill Black celebrated his 90th birthday
with a special party thrown by the Cathedral
Church of St. Paul in Springfield, Ill. He
posed here with his wife, Frances.

16

			

NEWS

Ohio celebrates state day
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Bush attended the setting of the last finial on top of the
National Cathedral Association pinnacle on the south
(St. Paul) tower.
The pinnacle was aptly named, as the National
Cathedral Association (NCA), founded in 1899,
played an important role in transforming the original dream of a cathedral into reality. Washington
National Cathedral was built and continues to operate
through the financial support of visitors, worshipers and friends. NCA, an organization of Cathedral
friends and supporters, reaches out to engage people
from across the country and around the world in the
Cathedral’s life and ministries. Since the Cathedral
receives no financial support from the national church
or government, NCA still serves a critical role.
Now in its second century, the Cathedral serves the
city, nation and world, striving to be a voice of generous-spirited Christianity and a catalyst for hope and
reconciliation. Attention has shifted from construction
to critical preservation activities, including fixing roof
leaks, re-pointing mortar joints, restoring stained glass
windows and improving accessibility for the disabled.
Worship, music and education remain the heartbeat of
the Cathedral’s daily life. Through technology, now
anyone with a computer can visit the cathedral and
enjoy worship services, sermons, music and educational programs by prominent thought leaders. Check
out the website at www.nationalcathedral.org to take
a virtual tour, view the Ohio State Day service, or
sample available programs.

Called by faith to action
By the Rev. Steve Domienik
Interchange contributor

The Rev. John Kauffmann of St. Luke’s, Granville, volunteers at the Samaritan House during the trip.
If you are interested in more information on
the Cathedral or would like a program for your
church or group, please contact either Marsha
Mueller (mueller.marsha1@gmail.com) or
Cynthia Walker ctwalker@fuse.net. two regional
NCA volunteers who live in southern Ohio.
Lee Hollister in Cincinnati also is a dedicated
volunteer for the National Cathedral.

Tweet,
tweet

Q&A: Cynthia Walker
You live in Ohio. How did you get involved
with the National Cathedral?
My mother was involved for 23 years with the
National Cathedral Association. I lived in D.C.
for several years and went to church at St.
Alban’s, on the grounds of the cathedral. My
mother came to visit and was so impressed
that she immediately offered to get involved.
What is so special about the National
Cathedral?
I think it is a wonderful symbol – it makes us
think bigger than our individual lives – about a
broader umbrella for a faith that is very inclusive. The cathedral says it is a house of prayer
for all people – and it really tries to live into
that.
How do you hope the trip impacts the Ohio
pilgrims?
I hope they experience a sense of awe – and
ownership – of the National Cathedral. The
physical place has such a power. I hope we
think about how we can live into its mission
of welcome and inclusiveness. I hope people
come away with more knowledge about the
cathedral and that they have a marvelous
experience with one another. That they make
new friends and feel more integrated with the
diocese and each other.
– Richelle Thompson

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal
greets a worshipper at the National
Cathedral. Below, Judy Woodruff of
PBS News Hour, urged Ohioans to
model unity despite differences in
opinion and to speak out on issues
of social justice.

You could have followed
Ohio’s pilgrimage to the
National Cathedral on
Twitter. Anny StevensGleason, Hume Jameson
and others sent tweets
– short updates about the
trip – through the diosohio
Twitter account and hash
tag (#diosohio). Here are
some of the tweets:
❋ DC or bust. time for bed,
early to rise. peace.
❋ final passengers aboard.
movie time.
❋ just welcomed by maryland.
❋ rise and shine. let’s
make a difference!
❋ remember to write your
congress person often.
❋ successful service project at the bishop j. walker
school. the school is going
to be wonderful.
❋ consider the lilies and
listen to their sermon. @
lunch. wonderful service.
❋ We made it. Peace.
Follow us on Twitter at
diosohio.

There were many reasons why each of us answered the invitation to
participate in this trip, but we all heard the same call to action once we
arrived. Alex Baumgarten from the Episcopal Public Policy Network and
Judy Woodruff of the PBS News Hour gave compelling accounts of how
each individual’s voice can and does make a difference in the law making
process of this country.
Woodruff made it clear that the current mood in Washington among
lawmakers is one of distrust and isolation. She has observed that our
elected officials are polarizing themselves and not working together. She
believes that it is important to reverse this trend and that people of faith
are uniquely situated to assist in this endeavor.
Our Christian faith compels us to speak out and advocate for justice,
peace and the integrity of our created world. As Episcopalians, we share
a common prayer book, worship and polity. Yet we may and do hold
divergent views on how our faith calls us to action in the world, and we
may differ on what position to take on any particular social issue.
The challenge is clear: Episcopalians can no longer hide behind labels
of liberal or conservative and isolate ourselves from each other. We have
to step across the aisle to people in the other pews who may hold different
views from us. God loves each one of us and calls us into community to
be witnesses of the resurrected Christ in our broken and hurting world.
We are all called to take action by writing, calling and visiting our
elected officials at all levels of government to make our voices heard
no matter what perspective we hold. If we model collaborative, trusting
relationships within our church, then we may also hold our lawmakers
to the same standard.
Our faith is not only lived out within the confines of a beautiful church
building. We are called to extend our faithful witness to every corner of
the world around us.
The Rev. Steve Domienik is a resident priest at Church of the Good
Shepherd, Athens. Contact him at sdomienik@gmail.com.

More than 200 people from Ohio toured and worshipped at the
National Cathedral for Ohio State Day.

