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Diocese explores “fresh expressions”
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
An innovative initiative by the Diocese
of Southern Ohio aims to tap into a new
frontier of building faithful communities
and relationships.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has called
the Rev. Jane Gerdsen to serve as ministry
developer for fresh expressions. Beginning
in February, Gerdsen will focus on developing new church communities across the

diocese specifically aimed at young adults
and those seeking a spiritual home in nontraditional ways. She will spend time traveling and learning about fresh expressions of
the church throughout the country and will
be a consultant to existing churches in the
diocese that seek to develop these kinds of
communities. Her home parish will be All
Saints, Pleasant Ridge.
“I think this will be a grand adventure,”
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Vestries, delegates
prioritize mission,
ministry initiatives
urgent responsibilities and opportunities
as a diocese, as we seek to carry out
God’s mission.”
Formation, congregational life and
Bishop Breidenthal is committed to
connection within the diocese emerged making the process transparent, with
as the highest priorities of mission after a information gathered and developed at
series of six deanery meetings throughout each step posted on the diocesan website,
the diocese.
www.diosohio.org. The hope is to leave
Within those categories, ministry behind a long history of “confusion and
activities that involved youth and young pain over the process by which spendadults, support of congregations and com- ing decisions are made,” said Bishop
munications received the most support.
Breidenthal. “But that will only happen
More than 400 convention delegates if we all participate fully in this process,
and vestry members, as well as other
ask the questions we need to ask as
interested members, cast thousands
we go along, and speak up if
of votes – in the form of dots on
we have any concerns whatbutcher-block paper – to help
soever.”
Inside:
determine the highest mission
This mission priorities
Timeline of
and ministry priorities of the
process
is an example of the
events
diocese. The meeting design
diocese living out its misPage 2
was the same for each of the
sion statement, which consix meetings, led by three facilivention delegates adopted in
tators, the Rev. Douglas Argue, the
November. The diocese commits
Rev. Sallie Schisler and the Rev. David
to know the common story, to proclaim
McCoy.
our common faith, to pray our common
The raw data now goes to a Mission prayer, to drink the common cup, and to
Priorities Task Force for analysis. The serve the common good.
Task Force, composed primarily of repThe process “is about sharing the
resentatives from Diocesan Council and common cup,” said Bishop Breidenthal.
Procter Trustees, will meet in January to “This is a profound image, which, among
review and synthesize the information other things, points us to the ministry
into an initial report. In February, the we share as people baptized into the
deaneries will gather again to discuss the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
report and offer further input.
We share both in the sufferings and the
“I am very hopeful about this pro- joys that come our way as followers of
cess,” said Bishop Breidenthal in a letter Jesus. So we have an obligation to help
to the diocese. “First of all, it invites each other carry out our ministry as
the entire diocesan community into the baptized persons, and to do so in such a
development of a budget that is both fis- way that the unity to which Jesus calls
cally responsible and truly reflective of us is made manifest in cooperation and
our common aims. More importantly, it mutual accountability. That’s what our
launches us into a long-overdue conver- life together as a diocesan household is
sation about what we think are our most all about.”
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor

This rose bloomed in the first snow in the cloister garden of Church of the Redeemer,
Hyde Park. It captured the hearts of participants in the Advent Quiet Day, led by Bishop
Thomas E. Breidenthal.
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COMMON MINISTRY

Formation and mission; Contemplation and action

On January 9, we celebrate Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan
River. Let me tell you one reason why this feast day means
so much to me. When I was 20 years old, I spent two months
traveling around Germany and Italy, mostly by train, hoisting
a heavy backpack and staying in hostels and convents. One
bitter cold February night, I arrived in Ravenna, the ancient
town on the northeast coast of Italy that, for a brief time
in the fifth century, was the capital of the Roman Empire.
Many, many churches and other buildings from that time
have survived to this day and are still intact. I had come
by train to Ravenna because, as a young adult, I wanted to
experience something old that was still largely intact. My
hope was fulfilled.
I’ll never forget trudging into the city center from the
outlying train station under a full moon. It was around six
o’clock, and, since no cars were allowed in the old city, it was
very quiet and seemingly empty. I began to hear a sound like
bees buzzing or water falling, which got louder and louder
until I turned a corner and suddenly found myself in a piazza
teeming with townspeople, talking and gesticulating, ringed
by the bright fronts of cafés and restaurants. Here I was in an
ancient Roman forum – a public space which for thousands
of years had been dedicated to the most quintessential of
human activities – conversation. But this was for me, quite
unexpectedly, a realization that when Jesus talked about the
kingdom of God as a huge gathering of people enjoying each
other’s company, he meant something like this.
The next day I set out to see a fifth-century baptistry
famous for its mosaics. This was a rather small, roundish
brick building, where those to be baptized were questioned
about their faith, renounced evil, embraced Christ and the
neighbor, and descended into a pool of water so they could
die to sin and rise to new life. When I came to the baptistery,
the heavy wooden doors were closed and locked, but there

was a little sign directing me to an
office in a nearby building, where a
very old man gave me a huge key and
sent me back with it to the baptistry.
As I look back on it, I now realize
how remarkable it was that I was
given unsupervised entry into this
ancient building.
Once inside, I had to fumble in
the darkness to find the light switch,
but when I did, I found myself surrounded by a wall-to-ceiling mosaic
depiction of the baptism of Christ.
There was Jesus, waist-deep in the water of the Jordan River,
with rugged John, who had just submerged him, directing
our attention to him. There was the Holy Spirit, appearing as
a dove, plummeting down from above toward Jesus. There
were all kinds of people, listening to the voice of the Father
saying, “This is my Son, the Beloved, in whom I am well
pleased.” The whole scene was full of movement and life.
Even in the water the fish were streaming toward Jesus, and
the spirit of the river, depicted as an old man, was doing obeisance to Jesus. What I remember most vividly is that Jesus
seemed to be looking straight at me. That’s how it must have
been for the countless people who came into this space to be
baptized. There would have been no escaping the fact that
they were entering into a relationship with Jesus.
The main piazza of Ravenna and the baptistry have
always been linked for me, and rightly so. The Baptism of
Jesus is the culmination of what we have been celebrating
since Christmas Day: the Word of God has become a human
being, entering fully into the river of humanity. Now we,
who are baptized into his incarnation, death and resurrection
are called to embrace our own place in that river, or, to put it

Bishop
Thomas E.
Breidenthal

another way, to step out of our private enclaves into the open
square, thronged with neighbors from every race, language,
people and nation.
As we live into that vision and that call, we will understand
more and more what it means to be engaged in common ministry. The church is about connection with the neighbors all
around us, because in Jesus Christ God became our neighbor.
Because he inhabits human nature in common with us, we
must say Yes to our life in common with one another.
The mission priorities process we are now engaged in as
a diocese is one way in which we are learning to be ministers in common.
This diocesan conversation is itself an example of standing in an open place together, producing a loud torrent of
holy conversation and testimony which, if we keep listening and witnessing, will yield new clarity about the shape
we want our common ministry to take. But of course this
is not just about talking. It is also about listening for God’s
voice, for God’s Word within our words. For all the excitement and energy around this process of discernment, we
are sharing in a collective act of contemplation, which we
dare to hope will lead us to hear God’s voice more clearly
and to see Jesus himself among us, continuing to form us
into his Body.
Formation and mission, contemplation and action: these
are the two poles of our life together as Christ’s Body. When
we rest in the vision of Jesus emerging from the waters of the
Jordan, we can see that the whole scene is a window onto the
Trinity – the Father loving the Son, the Son offering himself
in radical devotion to the Father, and the Holy Spirit radiating the common life that is love’s fruit. And, just as the Holy
Spirit immediately drives Jesus into the wilderness to be tried
and honed for ministry, so we find ourselves hurled into new
opportunities for mission.

Timeline of Mission Priorities process

Summer/Fall 2010: As the Budget
Committee began to draft a 2011 budget,
they realized that there would be a projected shortfall. Rather than implement severe
cuts, they proposed a Mission Priorities
process that would ask the people of the
diocese to share in the decision-making
process. Diocesan Council approved the
proposal.

Convention, 2010: Delegates adopted
the 2011 budget with the same figures as
2010. They also approved a process calling
for two rounds of deanery meetings and a
re-convened convention in May, 2011, to
receive (and commend, if they choose) a
report about diocesan funding priorities and
to vote on a new mission share formula.
December, 2010: Mission Priority meetings held in six locations throughout the
diocese. Vestries and diocesan delegates
(and all other interested people) gather to
begin to define mission priorities for the
diocese. Participants asked to list where
we as a diocese should focus our energies
and resources over the next few years,

as we seek to live out our mission as the
Episcopal Church in Southern Ohio.
Bishop Breidenthal names Mission
Priorities Task Force, composed primarily of members of Procter Trustees and
Diocesan Council. The task force includes:
the Rev. Trevor Babb, Jon Boss, Jeff
Brunson, the Rev. Jennie Crockett, Sally
Engelbert, the Rev. George Glazier, the
Rev. Canon James Hanisian, the Rev.
Jackie Matisse, Jane Redfern, the Rev.
Richard Schisler, Marilyn Sesler and the
Rev. Jennifer West. Bishop Breidenthal
serves as chair.

January, 2011: Task Force receives data
from diocesan meetings. With the help of a
consultant, Harry Kangis, the task force will
interpret and assess the results of the deanery meetings and produce an initial report
on diocesan priorities.
February, 2011: Deanery groups reconvene to comment on the report and to
consider a long-neglected question. Given
some measure of consensus on diocesan
mission priorities, which of these priori-

February deanery meetings
Feb. 6: Hocking and Northeast deaneries at
Church of the Good Shepherd, Athens. Time TBA
Feb. 8: Columbus deanery at All Saints, New
Albany, at 7 p.m.
Watch the diocesan website and e-Connections
for announcements of other meetings.
All information related to this process is posted
at www.diosohio/mission priorities process

ties should be funded by Mission Share,
and which by the William Cooper Procter
Fund? That is to say, what is the purpose of
these two sources of funding?
March-April, 2011: The Task Force
reviews deanery responses, prepares a final
report on priorities and funding sources,
including recommendations for the 2012
budget. Final report will be submitted
to Diocesan Council, the Trustees of the
Diocese and Bishop Breidenthal for approval. Meanwhile, a Diocesan Council budget
subcommittee develops three to five proposals for a new mission share formula.

May 7, 2011: A Mission Priorities report
comes before a reconvened diocesan convention at St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington
(from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) Convention
delegates vote whether to commend the
report to the 137th Convention, meeting in
November 2011. Delegates also will vote
on a new Mission Share formula, which
will provide the Budget Committee with the
mandate and the information it will need to
develop a 2012 budget.
Summer, 2011: The Budget
Committee will receive budget requests
for 2012. The committee will use the
mission priorities report and new mission
share formula in develop a 2012 budget,
which it will submit to Diocesan Council
for consideration.
November 11-12, 2011: The 137th
Convention meets in Dayton to vote on
2012 budget.
January 1, 2012: A new budget, based
on input from hundreds of diocesan leaders,
goes into effect.
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Fresh expressions: ‘Willing to say yes to the Holy Spirit”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Emergent Church meets the
mainline: Renewing
congregations for the 21st century

said Gerdsen, who has served at St. Andrew’s,
Dayton, since her ordination in 2006. She also
has been a consultant for Christian formation
with Christ Church, Springfield. “I’m excited
to see what this will look like – and how fresh
expressions will be different in different places.
It may mean going to a pub or a coffeehouse,
working on a farm or going to someone’s
house for dinner. These are all possibilities of
ways to build Christian communities.
“I think a big piece of this is being willing to
say yes to the Holy Spirit.”
Ministry with young adults has emerged as
one of the top values in the diocese’s ongoing
discernment of mission priorities. This requires
finding new, fresh ways of making connections
with young people.
“The whole concept of fresh expressions
is to find ways to help church people and
non-church people recognize God’s action
in the world – and to be excited about it,”
said the Rev. Alice Connor, a chaplain at the
University of Cincinnati. “Part of this movement is recognizing that the church building
is not the church -- that the church is the people. The idea isn’t just to go to a bar and do
church because it’s cool but to be in places
where people are having conversations, to be
in places where we can help make disciples,
both with the people we know and the people
we don’t.”
Larry Bourgeois, a long-time proponent of
fresh expressions and a member of St. Thomas,
Terrace Park, sees the new initiative as a way
“to create places where people are more open
to conversations of consequence – to meet at
the intersection of faith and culture.”
The initiative sends “a message to young
adults that the diocese is seriously listening to
them and seriously interested in discovering
new ways of being Episcopal in the world,”

said Bourgeois.
The initiative is being funded through existing resources, using money allocated to the

In a movement focused on attracting young
people, Larry Bourgeois is the long-time,
young-at-heart advocate.
After graduating from Fuller Seminary in
the 1970s, Bourgeois determined that his calling was to create gathering places where young
adults could explore faith questions openly. He
has been involved in “third-place” ministries
such as coffeehouses and bookstores for more
than three decades.
In 1993, he was part of a group that purchased
Old St. George, a former Roman Catholic
church and monastery near the University of
Cincinnati. Founded to be a forum for public, ecumenical ministries, the facility had a
coffeehouse, bookstore and a school for servant leadership. Students also lived on-site in
intentional communities, a living arrangement
where a group of people share responsibilities,
resources and spiritual disciplines.

Each week, the
center hosted a public
lunch, with 50 to 100
people coming to share
in ministry networking.
Their mantra was to be
a “great good place for
community and spiritual
renewal.”
Larry Bourgeois
In 2005, with costs of
maintaining a 125-yearold facility becoming too high, the group was
forced to sell the center.
But they didn’t lose sight of the vision.
Today, Bourgeois works with different
groups to create several “great good places.”
He operates a center at 1801 Mills Street in
Cincinnati that trains baristas and offers help
in establishing coffee houses for campus and
young adult ministries – and even assist-

Congregations have an opportunity to redefine
their identity and purpose as they seek to further
God’s mission in a changing culture. A workshop
sponsored by Seabury-Western Theological
Seminary invites congregational leaders in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio to use the ancient tradition of practice and reflection as a way to help
new life, vitality and mission emerge. Participants
will explore:
· The characteristics of our postmodern culture
and its challenges and opportunities.
· Research about changes in current U.S. religious
practice and the implications of these changes
for congregations.
· How traditional congregations can learn from
the emergent church.
· A way for congregations of all sizes to redefine
identity and purpose.
· Tools and resources to use immediately.
· Creative options and resources for worship.
During this workshop, participants will create an
initial “action plan” for their own congregations
and identify concrete steps to share with parish
leaders and implement with the entire congregation.
The leader of the workshop, the Rev. John
Denson, is the rector of Christ Church in Exeter,
N.H., where he has served since 1999. Denson’s
doctoral thesis, Redefining Congregational Identity
and Purpose: Initial Steps Toward Becoming a
New Commons, explores the opportunities and
challenges for the church in a postmodern and
emerging world.
Details: Feb. 12, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Procter
Center. Cost: $15, includes lunch. Register online
at: http://www.diosohio.org.

Commission on Congregational Life and the
Procter Fund.
“I am so glad that we are able to carve out
the resources of our existing budget to be proactive in developing mission in our diocese and
to be able to work with young people and seekers as they might become part of the Episcopal
experience,” said Bishop Breidenthal.
Fresh expressions and the emergent church
movement are an example of common ministry in action, said the bishop.
“It is a rejection of top-down, institutional
approaches,” he said. “It is an affirmation of
the power of the Spirit working through relationships to create new possibilities for the
proclamation of the Gospel and for the service
of Jesus Christ.”
Fresh expression isn’t code language
for “contemporary worship,” said Gerdsen.
While incorporating new and ancient church
traditions in worship is a part of fresh
expressions, to conflate the movement to
only worship misses the bigger picture, she
said.
“Fresh expressions is about creating all
kinds of unique communities – in addition to
what we’re currently doing on Sunday mornings,” she said. It’s about parallel development
or creating “multi-channel” church.
Connor challenged congregations to look
at the gifts of its members and find new ways
to express those. For instance, at St. Patrick’s,
Dublin, a massage therapist offers 10-minute
massages to fellow parishioners after services
on some Sundays.
“It’s an amazing gift to the people of the
parish,” said Connor. “But what about taking
it one step further and offering the massages
to people outside of the church? Fresh expressions is saying to others, ‘We have been given
these gifts, and we’d like to share them with

Third-places: New ways to build community
ing churches establish a coffee-house culture
within the congregations.
A campus in Norwood called Sustainable
Faith offers a retreat center, neighborhood
gardens and experimental methods of worship.
The people who live there in intentional communities pray the daily office, even though
most are not Episcopalian.
“The core of the spiritual direction there
has an Episcopal influence,” said Bourgeois.
“I see part of my calling to help the Episcopal
Church stop focusing on its decline and to start
seeing how our practices and charisms are
being explored in the marketplace. We should
be proud of that.”
Bourgeois considers himself a “catalyst and
connector,” helping people find and develop
communities of faith that will strengthen and
grow the church.
Learn more: www.1801mills.org.
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Formation opportunities

Trinity Institute: Reading Scripture
through Other Eyes
Two diocesan sites will provide local opportunities to
attend the 41st Trinity Institute on Jan. 19-21. In Cincinnati,
Church of the Redeemer and St. Timothy’s, Anderson
Township, are partnering as hosts, and in the Columbus area,
St. Peter’s, Delaware, is serving as a partner site.
This year’s conference is titled "Reading Scripture
Through Other Eyes." In these changing times, many of us
turn to Scripture to regain our grounding. But what we read,
how we read and the conclusions and beliefs we come away
with are often times different from our fellow believers.
The keynote speakers feature the Rev. Walter
Brueggemann,a contemporary Biblical scholar and author;
Mary Gordon, a prominent Roman Catholic novelist; Teresa
Okure, SHC, Professor of New Testament and Gender
Hermeneutics at the Catholic Institute of West Africa; and
Gerald West, Professor in the School of Theology at the
University of Kwazulu-Natal.
Each speaker will consider questions of how scholars read
scriptures, what ordinary readers bring to scripture reading,
how culture influences truths we find in scripture and how
we read scripture together. Each address will be followed
by a time for theological reflection by those present and by
guest panelists at the site.
The conference begins on the evening of Jan. 19 and
continues through the afternoon of Jan. 21. For informa-

tion on the Cincinnati gathering, contact the Rev. Charlie
Brumbaugh at CFBCOR@aol.com or 321-6700, ext. 205.
For information on the Columbus area gathering, contact
Marilyn Sesler at mbs.1002@live.com.

Ohio Ministries Convocation

Faith and Race: New Opportunities will be addressed
by the Ohio Ministries Convocation on Jan. 24-25, 2011 in
Columbus.
The convocation will be devoted mainly to small-group
conversation, where we will ask ourselves and each other
such questions as: Does race continue to matter and, if so,
how? How can we engage race constructively in diverse
settings? In homogeneous settings? How can we make sense
of race from a perspective of faith? The aim is to have participants always involved in dialogue.
Leaders of the convocation include: Andrew GrantThomas, deputy director of the Kirwan Institute; Frances
Frazier, who provides organizing, training and facilitation
on issues such as racism and youth; and Nelson Hewitt, special investigator with the Columbus Community Relations
Commission.
Online registration: www.ohcouncilchs.org/register

ERH welcomes Patch Adams

Doctor, motivational speaker and clown Patch Adams,
whose story was popularized in the 1998 hit movie starring
Robin Williams, will visit Cincinnati on March 5 to share
his thoughts on “The Joy of Caring” at The Community

Common cents:
Tools, tips for stewardship
By Jack Flemming
Interchange contributor
In Saxon times, when a lord owned an estate, it
might include a manor house. The lord often did
not live on the estate but retained a resident manager who looked after the property. The manager
lived in the manor house and took his own livelihood from a portion of rents he collected from
tenants farming the lord’s land.
The Saxon word for manor house was “styg,”
and the manager was the “ward.” From this
comes the word “styg-ward” or “steward.” While
the steward managed the property, he did not own
it. But he was expected to manage it honestly and
efficiently and to render the profits to his lord.
Today, the word “stewardship” is often thought
of as signing a pledge card, giving to the church
through annual giving and donations to capital
campaigns or making planned gifts. In its original
meaning, stewardship means the efficient management of all of the assets of the Lord. The foundation of stewardship is based on the acceptance
that, “All things come of thee, O LORD.” Hence,
what we share or return to God in a responsible
manner is very important. But how we manage
all that we are given as individuals, congregations
or other institutions fulfills the complete meaning
of stewardship.
My goal will be to broaden our understanding
of stewardship at the level of parish manage-

ment by providing practical ideas to supplement
parish income or trim unnecessary costs. I hope
to enhance our modern interpretation of stewardship by stressing the traditional and original
understanding. Everyone is welcome to read
the column, but the target audience is treasurers,
junior wardens and parish administrators – the
people expected to be the most vigilant about
parish financial matters and management of parish assets.
I have served multiple terms in my own
parish as treasurer and junior warden and am
also a member of the diocesan Stewardship &
Development Commission. I hope to share some
of the things I have learned “on the job” about
how parishes can operate more efficiently. I also
would love to share tips and ideas from readers.
Some suggestions might not save huge
amounts of money or generate vast income. But
if a parish wants an enhanced outreach program,
it needs at least a little bit of money. My goal is to
help local congregations find some of this money
within present resources. And, in any case, I have
never heard a congregation complain that it had
too much money or it would rather spend money
on utilities than on a free meal program in the
community.
My first suggestion will appear in the next
issue of Interchange. I invite your feedback
and/or suggestions at LFFLMMIN@columbus.
rr.com.

of the Good Shepherd, 8815 E. Kemper Road. Episcopal
Retirement Homes (ERH) is presenting Adams as part of its
“Living Well into the Future” theme for improving the lives
of older adults.
“We could not be more excited about Patch Adams coming
to our area,” said Doug Spitler, ERH’s president and CEO.
“His presentation should empower caregivers in ways that
not only inspire their work with patients but also strengthens
their passion for the job they do. He has spoken on this topic
worldwide and it is an honor to bring him and his message
to Cincinnati.” Adams will explore burnout prevention and
discuss how joy infused through caring will re-energize health
professionals and caregivers. He will also discuss ways to
transform the culture for all disciplines and caregivers working together to be “patient first” rather than “system first.”
The morning session begins at 8 a.m. with registration.
Attendees can also visit exhibitors and enjoy a continental breakfast. Adams will speak beginning at 9:15 a.m.
Continuing education credits are available at an additional
cost for nurses, counselors, social workers, and marriage and
family therapists.
Registration is required to receive continuing education
credits. Tickets are $40 for general admission and $50 for
anyone wishing to receive Continuing Education credits.
After Feb. 14, prices increase $10 for both general and continuing education registration. Visit www.episcopalretirement.com/patch to register or purchase tickets. Proceeds
for the event will benefit ERH’s Parish Health Ministry.

Watoto wows West Chester
Twenty-four children (and their
adult chaperones) raised the
roof of St. Anne, West Chester
in early December. Watoto,
an African children’s choir
from Uganda, reached across
national, racial and cultural
lines to present the Gospel
in powerful song and witness
that rocked the rafters. Watoto
(which means ‘The children’)
exists to raise the next generation of Uganda leaders by pursuing excellence in academic and practical skills, integrity
of conduct and moral values so that each child becomes a responsible Christian and a
productive citizen of Uganda.
Three teams tour the United States each year to share the Gospel and enlist support
for the Watoto ministry. As part of their stop in West Chester, Watoto interacted and performed with the patients of Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center.
“It is impossible to overstate the profound impact Watoto’s visit has had in the lives of
our patients, clients, and staff,” said hospital chaplain Kristin Moore.
Interaction among the Ugandan guests and St. Anne youth was encouraged as the
7th and 8th graders of Rite
13 hosted Watoto, and parish families provided bed and
breakfast for two nights. The
interaction ended with the
Uganda children’s first snowball fight prior to departure on
Saturday morning.
Photos by Eric Frischmuth

Proclaim our common faith

Love Song: Room at the what?

Years ago on a deep winter night, Robert Atkinson, the
new Episcopal bishop of West Virginia, paid his first visit to
St. Michael’s, Kingwood, to introduce the parish leaders to a
man who was a candidate to be their next vicar.
Kingwood is the county seat of Preston County in the
Potomac Highlands, an area connecting the mountain ranges
in southern Pennsylvania and western Maryland. Preston
County borders both states and is famous for its annual
buckwheat festival and gracious hospitality.
The bishop told the story this way: he and the priest met
with the church’s vestry for dinner and then moved to the
church for their meeting. It was a long meeting. Afterward the
priest left to spend the night with parishioners, and the bishop
was to go to his room at The Inn, where he had checked into
a comfortable room earlier in the day. Only two other guests
were registered. The Inn was a place well-known for good
cooking, including buckwheat cakes at breakfast.
Preston County also was known for sudden blizzards.
Snow was falling heavily by the time the meeting was over.
The dean of the convocation, who had attended the meeting,
gave the bishop a lift to The Inn, and left in a hurry to head
for Morgantown, where the snow would be lighter.
The bishop made his way up the walk to the inn in blinding snow and howling, savage wind. The porch lights were
on but the place was dark. He knocked at the front door, then
on windows. At last he kicked the storm door to wake up the

Can you tell the story?
Evangelism, at its core, is sharing the Christian story.
Throughout the Christmas season we hear in church the story
of God coming to us “to share our human nature, to live and
die as one of us.” Most importantly, we hear a story that we are
taught is to be shared with others. But can we actually do it, tell
the story that is? When was the last time you tried?
Epiphany gives us a timely opportunity to actually practice.
To start with, tell the story at
home, using any of a number of
techniques with your children.
You can engage in a game where
someone starts the story of the
nativity and passes it along to
the next person, then the next
and so one, going around until
everyone has had a couple of
turns telling part of the story. Or
try talking about the story at the dinner table or even on your
way to church. And there’s always reading the story straight
from the Bible.
But now, how do you share it with other adults? Try asking
trivia questions. Who was Mary’s cousin? Which angel spoke
to Mary? Why did Joseph and Mary end up in Bethlehem?
What did each of the three kings give? Everyone loves trivia,
and this could make for a great way to spend a lunch in the
cafeteria or chat session at the water cooler.
Don’t let this season go by without taking the chance to tell
the story of the ages. You might be surprised at yourself and
at the welcome reception you may get. More people than you
might think want to find an excuse to talk about God; they just
don’t know how to get started. Now, you do!
The Evangelism Commission is seeking tips and tools to
help people share their journey of faith. Send your ideas to the
Rev. Alice Connor at aconnor@goodshepherd.com.

sleeping innkeeper. No one came.
At some distance he saw a telephone
booth and set out for it, thinking to
call The Inn. But he had no change.
From the booth, though, he could see
lights at a stone building nearby, and
he fought the storm to get there. It was
the Preston County Jail. He woke a
sleeping deputy sheriff and spent some
time convincing him that he was telling
the truth about being a visiting bishop
locked out of his room .
At last the deputy telephoned The
Inn, but there was no answer. Shortly thereafter, a city policeman who had been making his rounds stopped by. It was by
then 1 a.m. He suggested that he and the bishop return to
The Inn and see if he could pry open a door or window. They
went all around the building but it found it impregnable. And
the policeman decided it wouldn’t be good for him and a
bishop to be found breaking and entering.
Back at the jail the bishop was given a cell, bars on three
sides, and a comfortable bed and blanket. He claimed it was
the first night he ever spent behind bars. About 3 a.m., he
awakened himself laughing at his predicament. Who would
believe it!
Around 6 a.m., the bishop struggled to The Inn and was

The Rev.
Bob Horine
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greeted by his host who demanded to know where he’d
been. The bishop in turn posed the same question.
If the innkeeper gave a satisfactory answer, the bishop
didn’t tell it, but he did get a complimentary buckwheat cake
and sausage breakfast.
The story quickly made the rounds in Kingwood and
eventually the state. On a return trip, the circuit judge, senior
warden of the church, gave the bishop an appointment as
a member of a permanent committee to make an annual
inspection of the county jail. And on future visits the bishop
often complied with the order.
I wish this had happened on Christmas Eve. No room--or
at least no access to a room—at The Inn. Taking shelter in a
lowly place. But the time was late January.
Still, in the bishop’s story there’s a person in trouble, wandering in the darkness, frustrated, in danger, hoping for help.
Much as Christians, looking back 2,000 years, see humanity.
In that story, there comes a light shining in the darkness. And
the darkness has never overcome it. An unimaginable thing
happens: the Word of God becomes flesh and lives among
us, “full of grace and truth” and “we have beheld his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father.”
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese of
Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward Movement
Publications.

Notes from the Edge
To proclaim our common faith is to take our time. Or,
rather, to take God’s time. This proclaming is a result of
patience, presence, discernment, attention and practice.
It doesn’t come quickly. Similarly, a good espresso
drink like a latte doesn’t come quickly. In our culture of
immediacy and fast food, waiting even a couple of extra
minutes for a well-crafted beverage is often unthinkable.
In the evangelism game, most of us seem to think that
we’re supposed to do the converting ourselves – that our
conversations need to bear fruit immediately, if not sooner.
And so we hang back, fearful of the process, relying primarily on our lives to speak Jesus’ name. Or some of us
jump in with both feet, spreading our zeal like too much
jam on toast. There’s a balance that needs to be struck
between the two, a balance that doesn’t quickly bear fruit.
We have three discipleship groups meeting weekly at
the Edge House. They meet for prayer and deeper spiritual conversation, this year shaped around the “Formed”
curriculum written by a campus missioner friend of mine,
Aaron Klinefelter. The curriculum is meant to both deepen the students’ connections to one another and to God
but also to help them articulate their own faith. And that,
like proclaiming our common faith, cannot be rushed.
But to proclaim our common faith is also to delight in
one another’s gifts and stories. For example, let me share
with you how our Welcome Week at the University of
Cincinnati went, and I hope you will share my delight.
Welcome Week is the first week of classes at UC. All
the student groups go crazy planning events and offering free stuff in order to make themselves known. At
the Edge House, we offered Make-Your-Own Sundaes,
Painted Prayers, Summer Camp in Two Hours, and an
International Dinner followed by Theology Throwdown,

just to name a few. The attendees were
incredible. Sundaes attracted more
Alice
than 120 students, Painted Prayers
Connor
about 100, the International Dinner
45. Beyond that, we had groups of
people sticking around to help clean
up and then to play games long after
the programming was done. We had
new folks coming back multiple times,
sometimes bringing friends.
And our regular Edge House students were in the thick of things, drawing folks in and hearing their stories. Whether they knew
it or not, they were practicing evangelism. This slice of
the Edge House’s story proclaims the Holy Spirit is active
on UC’s campus. And the fruit of the Spirit will not be
hurried but unfolds in God’s time.
The “Formed” curriculum’s introduction reads, in
part, “Hurry is the enemy of spirituality and the illusion
of instant spiritual gratification is one of her primary
deceptions. The world simply doesn’t need any more
fast-acting techniques and clever shortcuts…the world
has a desperate need for people of depth.”
I’ve been asking my students, “What do you hurry
to finish? And how does it turn out?” I encourage you
to consider those questions. Take your time, and then
proclaim.

The Rev.

The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus minister for the
Evangelical Lutheran Church at the University of Cincinnati and
chair of the diocese's Evangelism Commission.
She works at the Edge (campus ministry house) and lives in the
middle. Learn more at www.edge-uc.org.

						

Save the
dates:
Summer
Camp
2011
It may be cold outside, but
summer’s just a few short
months away. Mark your
calendars now for the camps
you want to attend. (And
watch your mailboxes – snail
and e-mail – for more details
about the 2011 Summer
Camp program).
June 17-19: Family Camp I
June 21-25: Boys & Girls
Camp (grades 4/5)
June 27-July 2: Intermediate
Camp (8/9)
July 5- July 8: Outdoor
Adventure Camp
July 8-10: Family Camp II
July 12-16: Creative Arts
Camp
July 18-23: Senior High
Camp
July 25-30: Junior Camp
(6/7)
Aug. 3-6: Family Camp III

PROCLAIM OUR COMMON FAITH

Exodus: Seeing Jesus, our Lord
By Janie Simonton
Interchange contributor

I’ve never stood at the ocean, with the white foam at
my feet and felt the endless thundering motion. But that
doesn’t mean I haven’t seen Jesus, my Lord.
Exodus VIII was my labor of love for a year; the
thing that all my thoughts related back to. When I read a
profound Bible verse, I noted it for use in small groups.
Ate a delicious meal at camp? Earmarked it to put on the
Exodus menu. Heard a funny joke? Stored it away to tell
if we needed to kill time over the retreat.
Despite all the good thoughts and prayers I devoted to
Exodus, I had my worries as well. Will the participants
get all they need out of the weekend? Will it be fun? Will
we have everything done in time? But my worries turned
out to be futile, because the weekend was absolutely
everything I could have asked for and more.
Participants arrived Friday evening and immediately
jumped into the weekend, getting to know one another
in “Speed Dating” and cracking up at the cheesiness of
a video used during Friday night’s worship. The spirit on
Saturday wasn’t much different; the participants had no
problem involving themselves fully in all activities, from
a Singing Service Project to small group talks to building
balloon towers.
And even though I could see all these things, I knew
the weekend was a success when the comments slowly
filtered their way through to me. I had participants who
had never even been a part of our diocese before, some
who weren’t even Episcopalian, gushing to me about
how much they loved the weekend and how much it
had changed them. One even insisted that he had to
come back to summer camp and he aspired to be a camp
counselor.
Pretty remarkable, huh?
Convincing 60 teenagers to rediscover and carry out
their faith, all in 36 hours, is a tall order. But you know
what? It happened from Dec. 3-5. And I have no doubt in
my mind that the love and acceptance I saw that weekend
was Jesus, my Lord.
My prayer for all the participants is that they take the
things they learned from that weekend and carry that
back to their high schools, teach their friends to “clothe
themselves with love.” And that they may remember: their
Exodus family always will be there for them.
Janie Simonton of St. Patrick’s, Lebanon, served as design
team leader for Exodus VIII, held Dec. 3-5 at the Procter
Center.

Calling camp counselors
Are you interested in serving
as a Procter summer camp
counselor? Apply now. You
need to be at least one year
out of high school. Other
details and the application are online at https://
diosohio.wufoo.com/forms/
application-for-summercamp-2011-employment/
Deadline: Jan. 31.

“
Erica Harvey fills out her piece of the puzzle.

Janie Simonton addresses the group during morning worship.

Genesis #8, April 15-17 at Procter Center

A weekend retreat experience for middle school youth, Genesis is an invitation:          
▪ To reflect on what it means to be created in the image of God;                                                                                                                                    
▪ To develop a relationship with God through Jesus Christ; and                                                           
▪ To participate in the creative work of the Holy Spirit
through innovative worship, small group relationships, music, bible study, games, art,
prayer.  Above all, Genesis is FUN!
Each Genesis weekend is completely unique. Months of prayer and planning go into the
preparation of each retreat. Genesis weekends are led by a high school student who is the
Design Team Leader. The team leader chooses the design team of high school youth and
adult mentors who help create an amazing experience. Each Genesis also has a clergy
member serve as the community’s spiritual guide. The team leader picks a theme for the
weekend, a guiding scripture passage, and works with the design team to develop worship
and activities for the weekend. The cost of the weekend is $35 (scholarships are available
upon request). Youth in grades 6-9 can register online at www.youth.diosohio.org.

Going to Exodus is a thrill to me every year. Being caught up in all of the chaos of everyday life as a teenager, I seem to get lost amongst the craziness of school and social connections and other commitments. What Exodus does for me is it opens my eyes again to
the wonderful love I find within Christ.
“By going to Exodus, I not only grew closer to old friends, but also found new people.
Through the quiet meditations of Saturday evening to the songs of morning service, I reconnected with Christ and am now even more prepared to spread the Word and love of God to
people.
Erica Harvey, St. Mark’s, Dayton, Exodus VIII participant

“
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Lay theologian: Praying shapes believing
In our Level II, 6-9 year-old Atrium at Christ Church,
Springfield, our 9-year-olds are all girls. Sometimes they
ask questions that old philosophy professors shouldn’t have
to answer without some time to think.
Last year one of them asked, "If hundreds of people are
praying at the same time, how does God hear them all?"
A few weeks ago, another catechist made a presentation
about Bibles. One of the Bibles was beautifully ornate,
illuminated with many paintings. Anna asked, “How do we
know what [people in the Bible] looked like?” This question is innocent enough unless you know that Anna is going
through a skeptical period, expressing misgivings at home
about God.
Anna and her younger brother stayed after Atrium one
Sunday morning to help clean up. Her brother commented
that Atrium is the best part of church. Anna said her favorite
is acolyting.
Anna is serious about her new role. She’s good too –
poised, focused, on point. She sat up front in church all
summer observing, preparing to begin this fall. She told
Charlotte weeks ago that she had Charlotte’s part memorized. I overheard her in the Atrium recently singing lines of
the Eucharistic Prayer Charlotte had chanted that morning.
In a now classic collection of essays in anthropology, titled The Interpretation of Cultures, Clifford Geertz
describes fundamental shifts within religions prompted by
disrupting social changes. A traditional – some would say
“primitive” – religion has many ad hoc rituals and stories
for dealing with concrete problems as they come up, and
a magical understanding of the dispersion of sacredness
through all of nature.

But in their now unsettled world,
larger “questions of meaning” are
raised, about evil and suffering, for
instance. And quite general answers
are framed, not just about why this
person is suffering but about why good
people ever suffer. The concrete questions are subsumed under the more
general and are no longer addressed
individually. In the process, the sacred
is abstracted and removed from the
everyday places and activities of life
(where the Baals dwell) and is separated to a distant realm, where dwells Yahweh, Logos, Tao,
or Brahman.
One way people deal with this distance is through complex legal-moral codes, given to humans from the divine,
and belief systems required to make sense of how that
happened. Relationship with the Holy is carried on through
obedience.
The other way is through direct experience of the sacred,
involving elaborate spiritual disciplines and daily ritual practices like yoga or praying the Rosary. Relationship is carried
on through cultivation of openness to immediate encounters
with the divine.
For the former, rituals are okay, but you really need right
belief and to avoid sin. For the latter, beliefs are fine, but
most essential is meticulous observance of ritual practices
and schedules, whatever your beliefs – which are all straw in
the end compared to mystical experience of the Holy.
One week this Advent I gave a presentation on the

Dr. Don
Reed

Visit to Liberia:
Applications sought

As the Diocese of Southern Ohio continues to discern the
possibility of a companion relationship with the Episcopal
Church of Liberia, the Liberian Discernment Committee is
organizing a trip to the west African country. The committee
seeks four or five Episcopalians to travel together to Liberia
this spring to explore the mutual partnership and ministry
in the service of Christ’s church. Applications are available
online at www.christian-formation.diosohio.org/liberia.
Viable candidates will bring expertise in one or more of
the following areas: Christian formation, medicine, agriculture and elementary or higher education. The team will
be asked to organize projects in one of these mission areas.
Connections with institutions such as hospitals, schools, colleges and farms that could share in the partnership would be
particularly helpful.
Applicants also should be active in their local Episcopal
church and interested in other people and cultures with a
particular willingness to learn about Liberia.
Participants will be invited to share in the funding of the
trip, if possible, and to solicit support from their local congregation. However, those who are unable to be contribute still will be considered.
The trip will be scheduled at the end of March or early April in 2011 and last for seven to ten days. Those
who participate in this trip will be asked to continue to support Liberian partnership initiatives.
Learn more at www.christian-formation.diosohio.org/liberia or contact the Rev. Jennifer West at jennifer-west@stmatthewswesterville.org

annunciation. When I asked, one of the younger girls suggested this must have to do with enunciating. Anna figured
it involved some announcement. We looked at Bibles and
noticed that there are no infancy narratives in either Mark
or John, and the story of the annunciation is told only in
Luke.
Anna’s brother noted that these stories might all have
been made up much later. I thought I heard Anna’s voice
behind his suggestion.
The boys soon got bored and asked to move on to other
work for that morning. The girls stayed. They were quite
surprised that Mary might have been as young as 14, and
we identified a couple of the 14-year-old girls in our congregation. When the presentation was over, the girls all got
colored pencils and drew interpretations of Mary.
How do we address the distance between God and our
children and youth when, unsettled for one reason or another, they realize that a literal Father couldn’t possibly hear
hundreds of prayers at once? What distinguishes God from
Santa and the tooth fairy?
Children have an uncanny sense that our words are things
we do. They are tuning into our gestures and what they mean
way before we give them credit for it.
When we pray our common prayer as a community, and
when we mean it, they know. Disillusioned with a 6-yearold’s understanding of God, they will watch us pray. And
they will figure it out.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church, Springfield,
and is professor of philosophy at Wittenberg University.
Contact him at dreed@wittenberg.edu.

Ministry Day:
Discerning a call
Are you feeling the nudge of the Spirit to explore new ways of
serving God? Do you find yourself a bit restless in your current
ministries and longing for some conversation about how to discern
what new ministry God might be calling you to?
Ministry Day is an opportunity for everyone seeking to discern
his or her ministry to come together and hear about the many
opportunities for ministry, both lay and ordained, and how to
prepare for those ministries. The day includes a variety of presentations about the ministry of the laity, religious orders, deacons,
priests and bishops. There are also presentations about the offerings of the Center for Life Formation as well as information about
preparation for ordained ministry.
For those interested in exploring a possible call to ordained
ministry, Ministry Day is the once-a-year entry point into that
particular discernment process. Anyone who believes that he or
she is called to the ordained ministry should come accompanied
by his or her rector, vicar or priest in charge, and his or her spouse
or partner. Discernment committees are not to be formed prior to
coming to Ministry Day. People who are interested in exploring a
call to ordained ministry will be asked to write and submit a spiritual autobiography and meet with the Commission on Ministry
later in the spring.
Ministry Day 2011 will be Saturday, Jan. 29 at Procter Center
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Deadline for registration is Jan. 22.
The $9 fee includes lunch. Registration forms are available online
at www.diosohio.org > Events.
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Cincinnati East

St. Barnabas, Montgomery, will hold the Feast of Lights,
a special service of liturgy and carols on Jan. 9 at 5 p.m. A
celebration of the Feast of Epiphany, the liturgy will end with
the singing of Silent Night while the youth of the church light
candles for everyone in the congregation as the church darkens. Silently, the congregation will process by candlelight to
the Great Hall. Once everyone is gathered, there will be a
blessing, and then a great feast! A special King’s Cake will be
served as part of the festivities, with several items hidden in
the cake with a surprise meaning for the recipient. This will
be a fun and meaningful service for people of all ages. For
more information, call the church at 513.984.8401.
Two formation events are coming up at St. Timothy’s,
Anderson Township, with broad appeal for many in the area. An
inquirer’s class, "We Are Called Episcopalians," will be held on
Saturday, January 15 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This one day class,
along with a Via Media series to be held on Wednesday evenings
from March 16- April 13, will prepare any adults interested in
learning more about the Episcopal Church for the opportunity
to be confirmed or received by the bishop in the spring. On
Wednesday evenings in February, Dr. Walter Brueggemann will
offer a four-week seminar on "How to Lead Effective Bible
Studies." Dinner will be served at 6 p.m., and the program will
run from 7 to 8:30 p.m. For more information about either of
these events, call the church at 513.474.4445.

Columbus

The Scioto Educational Foundation, a Turkish group that
regularly shares meals and fellowship with the people of St.
John’s, Columbus, treated their Episcopalian friends to an
Ashura celebration in December. Ashura is a fast day for
Muslims observed on the tenth day of the month Muharram and
is derived from the Jewish Day of Atonement, celebrated on the
tenth of Tishri. It is an ecumenical celebration. The evening celebration began with a retelling of the story of Noah’s Ark, which
is said to have landed on Mount Ararat in Turkey. Dessert after
the dinner was Noah’s Pudding, a traditional food of Ashura.
Noah and his family, threatened with starvation, made a pudding
of a mixture of all types of fruit and nuts. The next day, the flood

Two congregations have recently released CDs available for purchase:
Christmas in the City, Music for Advent and Christmas features 28
musicians from Christ Church, Dayton. The recording includes an
ample amount of favorite music for Advent and Christmas arranged
for choir, instrumentalists and vocal soloists. The cost is $10. So get a
jump on next year’s Christmas preparation and get your copy today! To order a CD,
contact Yun Kim, organist and choirmaster at Christ Church at 937.223.2239.
The Sounds of St. Timothy’s 2010, featuring music from the African-American
tradition, contains 28 tracks and over 75 minutes of music for $18 per CD ($15
each if you order 2 or more). Proceeds support the music program at St. Timothy’s,
Anderson Twp. Choral music features St. Timothy’s choir, and vocal, guitar, organ
and violin soloists from the congregation. You can hear sample tracks on the
church website, www.sainttimothys.com. To order, contact the church office at
513.474.4445.
A photo of the Rev. David Cottrill, retired priest from Kettering, is featured as
the December 2011 page on the National Boy Scout of America (BSA) calendar.
“A Scout is Reverent,” is a photo of Cottrill signing requirements for Scouts Duty
to God during a service at the 2010 National Scout Jamboree.
Congratulations to Judy Chambers of St. Luke’s, for her election as president of
the Federated Clubs of Granville. The federation oversees the College Town House
for 17 clubs that use the facility.

receded. On this day, God accepted the repentance of Adam,
God saved Noah and the inhabitants of the ark from the flood,
God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, Job was restored to
health, Jonah was released from the belly of the great fish, the
sea divided and Israel was delivered from slavery and Jesus
ascended to heaven.
In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., St. Alban’s, Bexley,
will host the Rev. Dr. Kevin Dudley, affiliated professor of
African-American Studies at Trinity Lutheran Seminary, as a
speaker for Adult Education on January 9. Dudley will speak
on the “Sacrament of Fractured Community: Revisiting
King’s Call for the Beloved Community.” Adult Education is
held from 9:15 to 10 a.m. For more information, contact the
church at 614.253.8549.
The choristers at St. Luke, Granville, acted as some handy
elves during the Christmas season to raise scholarship money
for a planned trip to England. Choristers/elves of all ages
were available for a variety of tasks for a nominal fee, such as
decorating, cleaning, babysitting, gift wrapping, cookie baking and caroling. A great helping hand during the holidays,
and a great way to raise some funds!

Dayton

The Episcopal Church Women at St. Christopher’s,
Fairborn, hold a used book sale on the third Sunday of every
month. The books are available for sale during Coffee Hour
(after the 10 a.m. service) for some great prices – just $1 for
hard cover and $.50 for a paperback. A great way to stock up
for some winter reading, and all proceeds benefit ECW projects at the church. For more information, or to donate books
to the sale, contact the church at 937.878.5614.
The Bell Choir at St. Paul’s, Dayton, entertained the
crowds at tours of the new addition at Miami Valley
Hospital in December. The bells played selections from their
Christmas repertoire for two hours—a record for many of the
ringers! Many tour groups stopped to listen to the music and
asked questions about the bells, where they came from and
how they are played.

Miami River

St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville, hosted a Parent’s Day
Out for the community in December. Several parents took

advantage of this great event and dropped their kids off for
five hours of activities. The day was filled with coloring,
crafts, music, storytelling, games, a movie, and best of all,
a visit from St. Nick! During the craft time, all the kids left
their shoes outside the building, and St. Nick filled them with
candy – an old tradition that is still practiced in many parts
of the world today. The children were very excited to come
outside and find candy in their shoes!
The newly formed Boy Choir at St. Anne, West Chester,
along with members of the Schubert Choral Society will
present "Amahl and the Night Visitors" at St. Anne’s on
Saturday, Jan. 15 and Sunday, Jan. 16. Amahl was a one-act
opera performed in Rockefeller Center and broadcast live on
NBC on Christmas Eve in 1951 as the debut production of
the Hallmark Hall of Fame. It was the first opera specifically
composed for television in America. The St. Anne’s production will be held at 5:30 p.m. on both days. Tickets are $10
per person and can be reserved by emailing your request to
franzschubert@embarqmail.com. Please specify which performance and how many tickets desired.
Local vendors will provide ‘tastes’ of their food for the
first annual Taste of St. Anne on Jan. 29. We will have a tasting in the community room for $1 per taste and all proceeds
will support the upcoming J2A pilgrimage to Ireland this
summer. Tickets will be sold at the door.

Ohio River

The Calvary Talent show will be held Sunday, Feb. 13 at
5 p.m. at Calvary, Clifton. Youth and kids of all ages will
be performing music and skits, and youth and children’s
art will be on display. A potluck supper will make the evening complete. For more information, call the church at
513.861.4437.

Scioto River

St. Mary’s, Hillsboro, held a Nativity crèche display at
the church in December. Families brought in their annual
displays to share with their church family. The crèches lined
the Narthex and the window sills and tables of the parish hall.
Many visitors to the church attending a music program from
Southern State Community College also were able to enjoy
the display during the concert.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters , websites and Facebook pages and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person
listed or the congregation. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202. Not
mass mailing your newsletters anymore? Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to jmurray@diosohio.org and rthompson@diosohio.org.

		

COMMON MINISTRY

CALENDAR
January 2011

4 – Mission Strategies Priority Task Force meeting at Procter, 10 a.m.
6 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
7-9 – School for Ministry meets at Procter Center. Diaconal formation: arrive after dinner
Friday through to dinner time on Sunday. Classes on Saturday: New Testament class 11-2;
Pastoral Care 2:30 to 4:30. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext 136.
7 – Diocesan Council retreat at Procter Center, 6 p.m. Contact: The Rev. Leslie Flemming at
740.517.2143.
8 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at
800.582.1712. January
4 – Mission Strategies Priority Task Force meeting at Procter, 10 a.m.
6 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
7-9 – School for Ministry meets at Procter Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext
136.
7 – Diocesan Council retreat at Procter Center, 6 p.m. Contact: The Rev. Leslie Flemming at
740.517.2143.
8 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at
800.582.1712.
8 – Understanding Bridges out of Poverty seminar, St. Anne, West Chester, 10 a.m. Online
registration available at www.diosohio.org.
11 – National and World Mission Commission meets at Procter Center, 4 p.m. Contact: Paul
Rank at paulrank@cinci.rr.com
13 – Fresh Start meets at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Anne Reed at
800.582.1712.
15 – Council of Deacons meeting at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Douglas Argue
at 614.280.1984
17 – Diocesan offices closed for Martin Luther King Day holiday
19 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Janice
West at 937.278.2249.
20 – Residency supervisors meet at Procter Center, 1 p.m. Contact: the Rev. Charlotte Reed at
937.323.8651.
20 – Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30
p.m. Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
21-23 – SOLLI weekend at Procter Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext. 136.
21-22 – ECSF board retreat. Contact: Ariel Miller at 513.221.0547.
25 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
29 – Mission Strategies Priority Task Force meeting at Procter, 10 a.m.
29 – Ministry Day at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m. Cost $9 per person. Online registration available at www.diosohio.org.
29 – Safe Church trainers meet at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Darren Elin at
513.831.2052.

February

4-6 – School for Ministry meets at Camp Mowana in the Diocese of Ohio. Contact: Kay
Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext. 136.
10 – Fresh Start meets at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Anne Reed at
800.582.1712.
12 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at
800.582.1712.
12 – Emergent Church workshop at Procter Center, 10 a.m. See page 3 for more information.
15 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
16 - Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Janice
West at 937.278.2249.
17 – Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30
p.m. Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
21 – Diocesan offices closed for President’s Day holiday.
22 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
26 – Clergy Day at Procter, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Register online at www.diosohio.org

Look ahead

March 1: Parochial reports due
March 5: Mission Strategies Priority Task Force meeting at Procter, 10 a.m.
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REST IN PEACE
The Rev. Arthur Ransome, a priest licensed to officiate in Southern
Ohio, died Dec. 13. He was 89.
Born in Middleston Moor, England, he was a retired minister with the
Anglican Church and affiliated with Christ Church, Xenia. He served in the
British Merchant Navy and Royal Air Force during World War II. His wife,
Margaret, preceded him in death in 1994. Survivors include his children,
Jean Easterling and Karl Ian Ransome, both of Xenia, four grandchildren;
seven great-grandchildren; and a sister.
Memorials may be made to Vitas Hospice, Charitable Fund, 5430 NW
33rd Avenue, Suite 106, Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 33309.

Clergy

TRANSITIONS

The Rev. Deb Gamble has retired. She had served as vicar of St. Philip,
Northside.
The Rev. Admire Cleve is leaving St. Cyprian of Carthage, Columbus.

Congregations

St. Andrew’s, Evanston: Beginning process
St. Andrew’s, Dayton: Beginning process
St. James, Westwood: Finalizing profile
St. Alban’s, Bexley: Finalizing profile
Church of the Advent, Cincinnati: Interviewing candidates

The Rev. Canon Anne Reed oversees the transitions ministry of the diocese.
Contact her at areed@diosohio.org

January
2
9
16
23
30

VISITATIONS

Bishop Breidenthal 		
Bishop Breidenthal 		
Bishop Price 			
Bishop Price 			
Bishop Breidenthal 		

Grace Church, Cincinnati
Christ Church, Glendale
St. Patrick’s, Dublin
Trinity, Columbus
All Saints’, Cincinnati

February
6
13
20

Bishop Breidenthal 		
Bishop Breidenthal 		
Bishop Breidenthal 		
Bishop Price 			
					
27 Bishop Breidenthal 		

St. Margaret’s, Trotwood
St. Patrick’s, Lebanon
St. Andrew’s, Cincinnati
St. Cyprian of Carthage,
Columbus
St. Mary’s, Hillsboro

Of note
Bishop Breidenthal will be attending the House of Bishops theology committee
meeting Jan. 10-12 in Maryland. The committee is tasked with writing theological
reflections on various issues; this meeting will explore environmental ethics.
From Jan. 15-22, the bishop will teach an intersession course for Virginia
Theological Seminary at the Anglican Centre in Rome. His focus will be "the church
as city." Bishop Breidenthal will be paying his own fare to Rome and will receive an
honorarium from VTS to cover expenses while there.
On Jan. 27-28, Bishop Breidenthal will be in Philadelphia for the board meeting
of the National Association of Episcopal Schools.
Throughout his travels, the bishop will be responding to e-mails.
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Canon announces
retirement

After nearly three years on diocesan staff, the Rev. Canon John Johanssen
announced his plans to retire, effective May 7, 2011.
“I am grateful to John for his wisdom and council,” said Bishop Thomas E.
Breidenthal. “I also give thanks for his willingness always to be there to advise
me – and correct me, when he thinks I’m off-base. We have been the recipients
of a tremendous fund of knowledge and experience.”
During his time on staff, Canon Johanssen has
focused on congregational development, as canon for
ministry and in the past year, as canon to the ordinary.
He also served as priest-in-charge at Christ Church
Cathedral for several months in 2010. Before joining
diocesan staff in 2008, Canon Johanssen was rector of
St. Alban’s in Bexley for almost five years. He also
served on diocesan staff and in congregations in the
dioceses of Colorado, Eau Claire, Ohio and Virginia.
Before his ordination to the priesthood in 1991, John
was an attorney, with a specialty in international law.
“John has been part of the diocesan staff at a time of tremendous change,”
said Bishop Breidenthal. “His knowledge of structures and his humility – combined with clarity and straightforwardness – have made wonderful contributions
to our staff and to the congregations that have had the opportunity to call on his
skills.”
Canon Johanssen and his wife, Pam, plan to make Ohio their home. Lifelong
OSU fans, they are building their retirement home on Buckeye Lake. They plan
to spend more time with their four sons and nine grandchildren, all of whom live
in the Columbus area.
Bishop Breidenthal is still determining how the staff position will be filled.
He will share those plans as they unfold. Canon Johanssen will spend his final
day on staff with the diocese at the re-convened convention in May.

Forward Movement
director announces
retirement
The Rev. Dr. Richard H. Schmidt will retire as editor and director of Forward
Movement Publications on August 1, 2011. He announced his retirement to the
Forward Movement Board of Directors in December.
Schmidt’s successor will work with a new strategic business plan developed
during the past year by the Forward Movement Board and staff. The plan is
designed to move the company from a print-only ministry into a print and digital ministry and calls for a fresh
look at the Forward Movement’s content, audience,
technology, finances and human resources.
“I want to spend more time with my wife Pam and
doing volunteer work,” Schmidt said. “I take satisfaction in knowing that I have done what the board
asked me to do when I came to Forward Movement in
2005, namely to find the best devotional writers in the
Episcopal Church and feature them in Forward Day by
Day and other Forward Movement products.
“It has also been an invigorating challenge to work
with others to bring the company to the brink of an
exciting new era in its ministry. And I am grateful for the opportunity during the
past nearly six years to have done work that I love with people whom I have
come to love.”
The search for a new director of the Cincinnati-based company will begin
after the first of the year.

Going the distance:
Procter’s acting
director takes the helm
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
Chris Tokarz likes a challenge.
An avid long-distance runner, she plans to
compete in a 100-mile race in North Carolina
this spring. Her brother, also a runner, will join
her for the last 20 miles – to make sure she isn’t
delirious after 15 or more hours of non-stop
running, with occasional walking.
Tokarz, 34, plans to focus this same drive on
her new role as acting director of the Procter
Center. While she has oversight of the entire
center, Tokarz sees her primary job as working with the Procter commission and Bishop
Thomas E. Breidenthal in developing a strategic plan for the center. She’ll also focus on
marketing and development and serve on the
bishop's executive staff.
“I like change. I like moving and shaking
with new ideas,” said Tokarz, who had been
serving as executive director of All Saints
Camp & Conference Center in Dallas. “I was
ready to move on to a new challenge.”
With Robin Kimbler serving Procter Center
as operations manager, Tokarz intends to focus
on helping the center live into its role as a place
for formation, a model for sustainable agriculture and a regional destination for programs,
retreats and spiritual renewal.
Her background provides good experience
for the challenge.
With her father serving in the U.S. Army,
Tokarz moved every couple of years. Her home
addresses ranged from Washington, Georgia,

What’s your hope for Procter? Chris
Tokarz invites your comments, feedback and suggestions. Contact her at
ctokarz@diosohio.org.
Kentucky, Panama and New York. After earning a master’s degree in environmental science,
Tokarz spent two years in the Peace Corps,
serving along the borders of Haiti and the
Dominican Republic. She then taught high
school science, first in Navajoland, then in
Tucson, Ariz.
She was hired at All Saints six years ago to
develop a camp called Stewardship School. A
three-day, two-night camping program for fifth
graders, the school now attracts participants
from across Texas and generates $300,000
for the center. She spent the last three years as
executive director of the center.
Running fills most of her spare time. Tokarz
spends two to four hours a day either running
or working out in a local gym. She competes in
50 races a year and is nationally ranked in her
favorite distance, the 50K (32 miles).
She played Division I soccer in college but
after graduation, she found, “It’s hard to play
soccer by yourself.”
Running “is a very spiritual, meditative
time for me,” said Tokarz. “It allows my mind
to focus … When you have a job where you
interact all day long, it’s really nice to be by
yourself.”

Chris Tokarz | Bio file
Family: Parents live in New York; a younger
brother lives in Colorado
On my iPod: Counting Crows, Blackeyed Peas,
Red Hot Chili Peppers, Pink
On the nightstand: Magazines about camping.
I’m always trying to find new ideas.
My dream vacation: Ireland and Egypt.
When I’m not running: I’m a huge fan of
Goodwill stores. I like finding unique things and
thinking of the stories behind them. There’s
something about looking at what other people
discard and what role it played in their life.

Grants improve
health conditions
in Sierra Leone
By Bill Hedley
Interchange contributor
The Society for the Advancement of Culture and Welfare in
Sierra Leone received a grant of $2,800 from the Diocese of
Southern Ohio to aid its work in the West African country of
Sierra Leone. Part of the diocese’s Millennium Development
Grants program, the grant was used to pay for the shipment of
medical supplies and equipment to two hospitals in Freetown.
The west African country of Sierra Leone is one of the poorest
in the world. A civil war during the 1990s destroyed the already
limited infrastructure. Health is a particularly destitute area. The
average life expectancy in Sierra Leone is only 40.5 years, as
compared to 78 years in the United States. There are only 46
hospitals to serve the country’s population of 5.5 million people
– and most of these facilities are lacking in adequate facilities
and staff.
The two hospitals supported by the society are marvelous
exceptions. The Blue Shield and the Curnie Barnes Hospitals
serve 250,000 patients per year. They are modern and wellequipped, almost entirely through supplies sent by sea container
from the society.
The latest shipment this fall contained medical supplies and
equipment estimated at nearly $300,000. Hospital director Dr.
Kojo Carew said that this shipment was the most helpful one
so far.
The total cost for the society to obtain these supplies and
to ship them to Sierra Leone was $10,000. The society works
through the organization called Matthew 25 Ministries in
Cincinnati, which collects discontinued items, production overruns and supplies from disbanding facilities and makes them
available for shipment to needy people around the world.
The gift of $2,800 from the Diocese of Southern Ohio enabled
the delivery of $81,200 worth of medial supplies to these hospitals.
These hospitals have now equipped a truck and trailer to be a
mobile clinic to treat people in remote, unreached communities
across the country. These contributions are making a real difference in the health of the people of Sierra Leone.

Snow Ball helps others
Christ Church Cathedral’s gala, the Winter Snow Ball, will
be held Jan. 28. Open to all, this annual event will begin with a
reception at 7 p.m., followed by dinner and dancing from 8 p.m.
to midnight. Veteran Snow Ball chef Troy Meyers is planning a
robust menu of seasonal faire topped off with a decadent dessert
table. And The Soul Pocket Band will return with its bodymoving music.
The evening will include a silent auction. And professional
portraits will also be taken – so wear your most festive attire.
Tickets may be purchased at the Cathedral Shop or on the
cathedral’s website at www.christchurchcincinnati.org. Tickets
are $40 per adult; $30 per young adult (18-25 years of age). A portion of the proceeds will benefit ProKids, Inc., Children Hunger
Solutions and The Assistance League of Greater Cincinnati.
Valet parking will be available for the evening.
The annual Snow Ball is sponsored by the cathedral’s Membership
Committee.

SERVE THE COMMON GOOD

Art show raises
$20K for outreach
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vided and lunch was available to all of those who wanted
a light repast.
Interchange contributor
An online auction, run through the web site
BiddingforGood.com, was a new component for the
Once again, the Indian Hill Church Art Show was Indian Hill Church Art Show. This proved to be extremea huge success! More than $40,000 worth of art sold ly successful, generating more than $8,000 for the comin eight hours, and with the success of the online auc- munity outreach programs.
tion, a record-breaking donation of $20,000 will help
“Susie Myers, her auction committee, and our gensupport the Indian Hill Church’s community programs. erous donors presented a wonderful array of items for
These Outreach Programs include: Inter Parish Ministries holiday gift giving…everything from special sports
(IPM),
Madisonville
tickets to vacations, shopEducational and Assistance
ping and dining certifiCenter (MEAC), Interfaith
cates, electronics, and, of
Hospitality Network (IHN),
course, art,” said Susan
Free Store Food Bank, the
Bierer, event chair. “The
Jail Ministry, Hamilton
online auction format
County Youth Center
was an excellent comple(2020), People Working
ment to the Art Show at
Cooperatively
(PWC),
the church and allowed
the Avondale Ecumenical
friends, family and chariConsortium
Summer
table givers from across
Program for Children,
the country to participate
Venice on Vine, and church
as bidders. The strong
mission trips.
results show that this idea
The show, featuring
works!”
more than 80 artists, began
Over the years, the
Friday as art patrons arrived Leslie Shiels, artist and author, is deep in conversation
entire congregation has
at 6 p.m. They were imme- with a friend.
become deeply involved
diately greeted by church
in the success of this
members dressed in cheery red aprons.
event. From set-up to clean up, hundreds of parishioners
Gourmet hors d’oeuvres, made by members of the volunteer their time and talents to make the show enjoycongregation and distributed by enthusiastic youth group able for all guests.
members, and wonderful wine selections were enjoyed
“The Art Show is both an honor and pleasure to put
by guests throughout the evening. This year, the show together,” said Bierer. “It provides a vehicle for church
had 29 new artists who brought interesting new pieces in members to come together, make new friends in the immefiber arts, jewelry and enamels, in addition to the paint- diate community, support the local artisan community, and
ings in a wide range of oils, acrylics, and water colors. ultimately help the thousands of deserving recipients in the
All in all, everyone enjoyed visiting with old friends, community through our Outreach Programs.
viewing the art and getting a jump on the Christmas sea“We are blessed with such a wonderful group of
son by purchasing unique gifts that are sure to become talented artists, committed volunteers, generous donors,
keepsakes for many years to come.
and loyal patrons, who all play key roles in making this
Saturday offered patrons plenty of time to browse in show a spectacular event and an important source of
a more leisurely way. A continental breakfast was pro- funds for local community needs.”
By Judy Scroggins

Giving back
Members of St. Philip, Columbus, prepare
Thanksgiving baskets. The Pantry served
404 families and individuals. The pantry
is open each Wednesday and Thursday of
the month except the first Wednesday of
each month. Fred Johnson is the coordinator of the Food Pantry.

Diocesan youth grants
fund mission trips
By the Rev. Nancy Hopkins-Greene
Interchange contributor
For the third year, the National & World Mission
Commission helped to provide funding for high
school students participating in mission trips last
summer. This year, a total of $5,810 was awarded to
diocesan youth. Sixty-seven young people received
the basic grant of $50, and another 17 received
larger, need-based grants.
Youth representing nine congregations in the
diocese were supported through these grants. Christ
Church, Dayton, St. Patrick’s, Dublin and St. Luke’s,
Granville all sent groups to the Good Earth Hunger
Mission in Athens, Ohio. Good Earth produces fresh
produce for the hungry in the local community.
Groups helped in the garden, harvested produce and
helped with farm chores. The group from Christ
Church also helped to build an outdoor shower to be
used by other volunteer mission groups.
“While on the farm I learned a great deal about
nature and community,” said Maura Sharkey from
St. Luke’s. “Working for your food made you grateful for what you were eating.”
Youth from St. Paul’s, Dayton, St. Thomas, Terrace
Park and Church of the Redeemer, Cincinnati, participated in Mountain TOP. This marked St. Thomas’
30th anniversary of participation in Mountain TOP’s
youth summer ministry. Mountain TOP (Tennessee
Outreach Project) addresses the physical, emotional
and social needs of families in need, often through
construction projects.

“The partnership focus and sharing of time with
the families results in amazing revelations of people’s faith journey and deeper insight into what it
means to be a follower of Christ,” wrote one participant from St. Thomas. This was Church of the
Redeemer’s first summer participating in Mountain
TOP, and plans have been made to return next summer.
Two congregations sent groups of youth on
Appalachia Service Project. Sixteen teenagers from
St. Anne’s, West Chester, went to Summers County,
W.V., and 35 youth from St. Timothy’s, Anderson
Township, went to Cordia, Ky. Similar to Mountain
TOP, Appalachia Service Project has been referred
to as “a relationship ministry that does home repair
on the side.”
Other youth mission trips included a group from
St. Timothy’s to El Hogar de Amor y Esperanza in
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, two groups from Church
of the Redeemer serving in New Orleans and an
annual mission trip by St. Anne’s, West Chester, to
Navajoland.
As described in the last issue of the Interchange,
two events, the Mission Field Day in the Cincinnati
area and Legs-in-Motion near Columbus raised
funds for next year’s mission grants.
Grant applications for 2011 can be accessed on
the diocesan website beginning Jan. 15.
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St. Timothy,
Anderson
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