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For unto
you is born
this day …

A Savior

During the season of Epiphany, the Diocese of Southern
Ohio expects to raise at least $90,000 to help rebuild the
Episcopal Holy Trinity Cathedral in Port-au-Price, Haiti.
Learn more
The cathedral, along with the majority of the country’s
about Haiti and
Episcopal churches and schools, was destroyed in
the Rebuild Our
January 2010 by a devastating earthquake.
Church appeal,
A year after the quake, The Episcopal Church
pages 5-7
launched a church-wide fundraising campaign called
Rebuild Our Church in Haiti. Acting through the
Executive Council, The Episcopal Church has asked
for every diocese and congregation to join in the initial phase of
rebuilding Holy Trinity Cathedral in the Diocese of Haiti, numerically the largest diocese in The Episcopal Church.
Southern Ohio’s campaign kicked off at the 137th convention
with a donation of $30,000 by Christ Church Cathedral. Bishop
Children at St. Anne’s, West Chester, perform a Christmas pageant.
Please see Brick by brick, Page 5

Columbus deanery launches Hispanic Ministry
By the Rev. Fred and the Rev. Diana Shirley
Interchange contributors
St. Edward’s, Whitehall, welcomes the Homework Club in
a new Hispanic Ministry Center. The doors open to welcome
students on Tuesday evening, Jan. 10.
Planning began in August with a group of laypeople and
clergy from the Columbus Deanery under the experienced leadership of Carlos de Jesus of the Hispanic Ministry Commission.
The group sought to find a location for a Homework Club in an
area where many multicultural students reside. Demographically,
Whitehall was the ideal location, and St. Edward’s was the
favored site with adequate space that had previously served as
classrooms for a preschool.
Meetings with the Whitehall School District administration
affirmed the proposal to locate this new Homework Club at
St. Edward’s near two new elementary schools and a middle
school. The Rev. Fred Shirley was assigned by Bishop Thomas
E. Breidenthal as the deacon to the ministry center. His role is to

facilitate the ministry activities within the church setting.
The Homework Club Exploratory Group, along with volunteer
support, has transformed the nursery school wing into an efficient
academic arrangement with three classrooms and a ministry office.
Donations of recycled technology, books and electronics as well
as the talents and manual labor by parishioners throughout the
deanery have prepared the site. Particular thanks go out to New
Albany's All Saints Youth Group and adults who volunteered for
the final stages of cleanup and furniture arrangement. Likewise, St.
Edward’s Senior Warden, Jim Murray, has supported the project
with enthusiasm and hard work from its inception.
While many have volunteered to tutor and greet students and
their families on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6-7 p.m.,
more tutors are needed. One does not need to speak Spanish
or a second language. All those interested in helping students
complete their homework and/or study for tests, are welcome
to volunteer.
Please contact the Rev. Fred Shirley at fredshirleyoh@gmail.
com or 614.560.6903.
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‘Jesus is always already among us’
As this Interchange goes to press, we are already making the move from Christmas to Epiphany – from the birth
of Jesus in obscurity to his manifestation to the world as
the redeemer of the whole human race. In our tradition,
Epiphany usually means the coming of the three kings
to offer the world’s homage to the Christ Child. But the
Episcopal Church has tapped into an even more ancient tradition, which focuses on Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan
as the moment when Jesus’ ministry went public.
This story was so important to the first Christians that it
is told in all four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John).
Here’s a quick recap: John the Baptist is baptizing people in
the Jordan, and Jesus comes forward to be baptized. As he
emerges from the water, the Holy Spirit descends on him and
the voice of the Father is heard, saying, “This is my beloved
son, in whom I am well pleased.” No wonder our spiritual
forbears treasured this story. Not only does it tell us who
Jesus is, it also offers us a window onto the life of God as
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Jesus is claimed by the Father as
his Son, and immediately anointed by the Holy Spirit.
As I mentioned, all four gospels tell this story (the only
other stories told by all four are the Cleansing of the Temple,
the Feeding of the Five Thousand, the Last Supper, and the
Passion narrative). No surprise: This is Jesus’ debut, and like
all beginnings, it sets the stage for all that will follow. Jesus
is immediately driven into the wilderness to encounter and
reject the temptations of Satan, and emerges in the power
of the Spirit to announce God’s invitation to all who reject
prestige in favor of communion. We are all invited to follow
Jesus on this path, as we struggle to align our priorities with
God’s mission.
This is not easy. We Episcopalians gave up on prestige
long ago, but we are still struggling with a social landscape
that has little use for the institutional church in any form.
Suspicion of the church comes from all quarters. The political establishment is well aware that this is a constituency
that is dying off. Some reject us for being too radical, while
many young adults who have no problem with the radical
demands of the Gospel look at our wrangling over maintaining the institutional status quo and turn away in dismay.
Given all this, as the season of Christmas draw to a close,
it may be hard for us to feel that we are part of any epiphany
that counts. How can we as a church be credible witnesses
of a Christ who is the light of the nations? How can we be
renewed in our conviction that the light of Christ has shone
on us? We are like the crowds gathered around John the
Baptist at the River Jordan, wanting to make a new start with
God, but not sure how to do it.
Yes, all four gospels tell this story, but John the Evangelist’s
Gospel adds a detail that might make all the difference for us
today. In all four accounts, John the Baptizer (not to be confused with John the Evangelist) says one is coming after him
who is greater than he (see Matthew 3: 11-12; Mark 1: 6-8;
Luke 3: 16-17). But in the fourth gospel, John the Baptizer
says that the one who is coming is already standing among
them: “’I baptize you with water. Among you stands one you
do not know, the one who is coming after me. I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal” (John 1:26-8).
It should be no surprise that John’s Gospel insists that
Jesus is already present in our worry and upset. This is the
Gospel that begins with “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God…. And the
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen

his glory” (John 1: 1-2; 14). Jesus
is the Word made flesh, and he has
totally identified himself with the
human community, and is always
present with the church as it strives
to witness to him in word and deed.
It strikes me that if Jesus is already
among us, we don’t have to look far
for a solution to our fears about
the church. Jesus is always already
among us. This conviction lies at the
heart of our Prayer Book worship,
from the very first “The Lord be
with you,” in which we not only invoke Christ’s presence for
each other, but affirm it as a fait accompli, a done deal. We
tend to think that Jesus is only made manifest in the consecration of the bread and wine as his body and blood, and in
our communion with him as we receive the consecrated elements at the altar. But our liturgy proclaims Jesus’ presence
from the very beginning.
For instance, when we stand to hear the Gospel, we are
doing so out of reverence to Jesus, who speaks to us directly
in the Gospel text. After all, Jesus is the Word made flesh:
so even now, whenever the Good News of Jesus Christ is
proclaimed, the Word meets us where we are, in our flesh,
judging us, redeeming us, and inviting us to follow him.
This is why, in most of our congregations, we follow the
ancient custom of bringing the Gospel book right down into
the midst of the people, as a reminder that Jesus is already
standing among us.
The Prayers of the People are another case in point.
Five hundred years ago, in his short and seminal work, On
Christian Freedom, Martin Luther said that all Christians

Bishop
Thomas E.
Breidenthal

share in the servanthood of Christ and in his priesthood. We
share in Christ’s servanthood when we look after the needs
of other people. We share in Christ’s priesthood when we
join him in his constant prayer of intercession for the world.
This is why I urge people to stand for the Prayers of the
People, since we should be standing alongside Jesus as we
share in his high priestly work. In any case, he stands among
us as we pray, embracing us as his brothers and sisters in this
labor of love.
And then comes the Peace. This is not merely a time for
greeting one another. It is the joyous but also solemn moment
when we acknowledge that the peace of Christ has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Therefore
we are in a position at all times and in all places to bestow
that peace on other people, and to learn that this peace is
never divided or diminished by being given away. But to say
that we possess the peace of Christ is to say that Christ is
already dwelling in us and among us, for Christ is our peace
(Ephesians 2:14).
All this before we come to the Great Thanksgiving and the
administration of communion! Indeed, we would not dare to
offer the Prayer of Consecration if we did not know Jesus
was already with us, inviting us to be his disciples, embracing us as fellow workers, making his home in our midst, and
offering our prayers to the Father right alongside us.
Whenever we gather as church, whether or not we are
celebrating the Holy Eucharist, we are gathered as a body in
which Jesus is already present. Our attention to the Gospel,
our common prayer for the church and the world, and our
mindful exchange of the peace is a full expression of our
communion with Jesus.
Our challenge in this Epiphany season is to notice Jesus
in the crowd.

And then
there were
two ...
Bethany School in Glendale
installed Lucy Stackpole as their
third child bishop. This tradition
dates from medieval times in
England when a child was chosen to be bishop for the month
of December. Bethany teachers and staff choose a student
who displays many qualities of
St. Nicholas. Bishop Thomas
Breidenthal helped install Lucy,
and her mother, Kristin, and her
grandfather Patrick Ward attended the service. Lucy and Bishop
Breidenthal then handed out
chocolate coins to the students.
Also pictured is the Rev. Kimberly
Knight, chaplain at Bethany
School.
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New canon for formation joins staff
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
The Rev. Canon Lynn Carter-Edmands will
have new opportunities to explore her passion
for formation as she joins the diocesan staff
this month.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal called Canon
Carter-Edmands in the fall to serve as the diocese’s canon for formation. She had served as
rector of St. James, Columbus, since August
2006 and as chaplain to the ordination process
for the past 18 months.
“Lynn is a gifted priest with a commitment
to formation as the foundation for strengthening mission, building interfaith relationships
and deepening personal spiritual practices,”
said Bishop Breidenthal.
Canon Carter-Edmands is interested in how
formation takes shape in the different aspects
of life, from formation in mission and faith to
vocation and education.
“I’m excited about that. I see the ministry
of formation touching all areas of our life,”
she said.
In 20 years of ordained ministry, Canon
Carter-Edmands has served congregations
in Southern Ohio, Central Pennsylvania and

Rochester (New York) as well as being chaplain and teacher for an Episcopal school and the
executive director for Wellspring, an interfaith
church resource service. Her role as canon for
formation will include oversight of education
programs such as the School for the Diaconate
and the Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative
as well as working with Fresh Expressions,
ecumenical and interfaith ministry, and the
ordination process and helping implement our
diocesan common ministry initiatives.
“I think what I’ve done for the past 20-plus
years has prepared me for this, but I wouldn’t
have guessed it,” said Canon Carter-Edmands.
“It’s interesting to see how the Holy Spirit pulls
these things together over time.”
She is looking forward to “supporting the
bishop and the rest of the diocese in the various
ways we might continue to be formed as followers of Jesus. Ours is kingdom-of-God work, and
formation is an essential foundation for it.”
Contact information: Canon Carter-Edmands’
office will be located at Diocesan House in
Cincinnati. Contact her at lcarter-edmands@diosohio.org, 513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712. Her
husband, the Rev. Frank Edmands, plans to continue his ministry as priest-in-charge of Trinity,
London.
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What I’m reading: Sacred History –
I’m trying to find stuff for postulants
to read – and Ancient Faith, Future
Mission: Fresh Expressions in the
Sacramental
Tradition.
e-Book or real
book? Real. I
like to smell the
pages.
If I had an extra
hour in a day, I
would: Be still.
A guiding scripture: Micah 6:8:
"He has showed
you, O man, what is
good. And what does the Lord require
of you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God."
My favorite music: African-American
Gospel, 16th century English choral
music, some contemporary Christian
music and bluegrass
Must-see TV: Harry’s Law, which takes
place in Cincinnati
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Before the start of the Christmas pageant at St. Anne’s,
West Chester, a pilot launched a hot air balloon in the
church parking lot. Shepherds, angels and wise men
had a new understanding of “a sign in the heavens!”
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Your name:

Relationship (circle one):
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Family
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NOTES FROM
the Edge
Changing what you stand for does not mean you
stand for nothing.
I tweeted this after listening to conversations on NPR
yesterday about various politicians’ stands on taxes.
The commentators spoke of contradictory positions
that the parties have taken, about certain politicians’
“flip-flopping,” about what the fair thing to do would
be anyway. I’m not going to take
a stand here in this column about
The Rev.
taxes, much to your disappointment,
Alice
I’m sure. But I will note the poverty
Connor
in our way of thinking that folks
can’t change their minds.
One the students who frequents
the Edge House once told me that he
was an atheist. Later, he mentioned
he was considering Judaism. Even
later, he came to me shame-faced to
say that he really hadn’t given up on
his Christianity, but he was embarrassed to admit that his family might have been right.
As he saw it, he didn’t want to give in to them.
They say that you don’t talk about money or religion
in polite conversations. That may be true for polite
conversations, but it seems to bleed over into casual
conversations, into relationships, into the church. We
don’t talk about our disagreements—either very well or
at all—and I wonder if it’s because we don’t know how
to allow our minds to be changed. To speak civilly and
deeply with someone with whom we disagree means
there is a remote possibility we might shift our thinking. Maybe they don’t convince us of a completely
new way of thinking, but something changes. Most
of us don’t allow that to happen when it comes to our
religious beliefs. Ever.
Speaking for myself, it’s too scary. I don’t want to
admit I might have been wrong. I don’t want to admit
that you might be right. And, if I do, what do I then
stand for? Anything? Nothing?
College students are entering the often-ambiguous
adult world and learning, sometimes the hard way,
what they stand for and what they don’t. If they’re paying attention, they’re also learning how to admit when
something needs to change. Not a one of them has all
the answers, neither any one of us “adults.” And it can
be scary to admit that. Yet a shift of perspective doesn’t
mean you stand for nothing. Maybe it means you stand
for something more or deeper. Or that you stand for
understanding and connection. Or even that what you
stood for before was, in fact, misguided.
These young adults I hang out with may not be
aware of this struggle, but they are working through
how to listen, how to think critically about new ideas,
how to incorporate them or to talk civilly about them.
And how to change their minds. May we all do the
same and not be ashamed of it.
The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus minister for
the Evangelical Lutheran Church at the University of
Cincinnati. She works at the Edge
(campus ministry house) and lives in the middle.
Learn more at www.edge-uc.org.

Building new relationships

Love Song: Climbing to
Hennigar Flats
When I entered seminary, just before the start of the
fall semester, the students and faculty went on retreat at
the Cathedral Domain, the camp and conference center
of the Episcopal Diocese of Lexington, in the hills of Lee
County. The first evening, members of the class ahead of
us announced to entering students that, following tradition,
they were to lead us on a silent, late-night climb.
Most of the hike was walking up a long but not terribly
steep trail. Then, the last several yards to the hilltop were
more like rock climbing and difficult to do even in bright
moonlight. At the top we looked out on an incredibly beautiful scene. Fog had formed below us, so that the hilltops
looked like islands in a moonlit sea. We stayed for a long
time then worked our way down and went to bed.
I can still bring up that image, and when I do, I also
remember that one classmate, not in good shape, couldn’t
make the last part of the climb. Some years after seminary, I
read Reuben Welch’s book, We Really Do Need Each Other
and made a connection.
At the end of a summer class in “Group and Interpersonal
Relations,” the dozen students decided to end the session
by hiking three miles up to a place called Hennigar Flats,
in California’s Angeles National Forest. There they would
have a picnic. An hour and a half journey.
So, on the chosen day they set out, “But it wasn’t long
until the strong, stalwart ones were up in front and the other
ones were back in the middle and way back at the end of
the line was a girl named Jane--who was, you might say,

The Rev.
Bob Horine

out of shape.”
Seeing that she was struggling,
Don, who was among those up front,
dropped back to walk with her, and
those who had climbed higher called
back for Jane to come on up. She
said, “I don’t think I can make it,”
but they said, “Try harder,” and went
on. “So the strong went on ahead
and the weak hung behind and here
was Jane and she never made it to

the top.”
Before long, Welch wrote, “you have divided the strong
and the weak, the haves and the have-nots, and the ables and
the unables. So what started out as a group has now become
a fragmented collection. And so the strong say, ‘You can do
it.’ And the weak say, ‘No, I can’t.” And so the strong say,
‘Try harder’--which is a big help.”
The good news for the group is that they decided to do
the hike again, and everybody would go or no one would.
It took four hours, and by the time they reached Hennigar
Flats all the drinks and food were gone, but they had done
it together.
No one left behind.
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese of
Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward Movement
Publications.

My view | Episcopalians rally for DREAM
By Nancy Sullivan
Interchange contributor

of senators Rob Portman and Sherrod
Brown to request that several young
men from the region, all in college or
headed there, not be deported.
Imagine that your parents moved
The DREAM Act was first introto France when you were 2 years old.
duced in the Senate in 2001 and
You grow up speaking English at
reintroduced in 2011. Thousands of
home, but French everywhere else as
young people who are American in
you attend French schools, celebrate
every way except documents would
Bastille Day and happily eat both
benefit from DREAM Act passage.
roast turkey and escargots. By age
The DREAM Act is not an amnesty
18, you are thoroughly French; your
program, and it only applies to those
connections to the U.S. are limited to
who were brought by their parcalls to grandparents.
ents as young children to the U.S.
Then one day on the way to engi- The Rev. Phyllis Armstrong, Nancy Sullivan and
without visas. If Congress passed
neering class at a nearby college, the AMOS Project Director Paul Graham rally on
this legislative initiative, only those
police stop you and demand your ID. behalf of the DREAM Act.
who either serve two years in the
You may think of yourself as French,
U.S. military or attend college for at
but in the eyes of the law, you aren’t.
Jail follows, then a lengthy detention and/or deportation. Your least two years would be eligible for legal residency, not
dreams of a university degree explode as you try to navigate citizenship.
The Cincinnati rallies have been organized by Kenyon
an entirely unfamiliar country, even if you were born there.
Episcopalians in the Diocese of Southern Ohio have turned College graduate Marco Saavedra, who came to the U.S. from
out at several rallies recently to support the DREAM Act (an Mexico as a 6-year-old with his parents. Other Episcopalians
acronym for Development, Relief and Education for Alien who have participated include the Rev. Paula Jackson, the
Minors). Joining both U.S. citizens and immigrants, they Rev. Phyllis Armstrong, the Rev. Tim Borah and Aurelia M.
have walked from Cincinnati’s Fountain Square to the offices and her son William.
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Cathedral purchases solar oven for Haiti
By Merelyn B. Bates-Mims
Interchange contributor

I

magine a world without infrastructure.
Katrina was the closest Americans have
come to it, with the elderly and infirmed
dying in the dome, a city without police and
fire departments, hospitals shutdown, families displaced and children starving. That
happened in August 2005. For better or for
worse, New Orleans has moved on.
New Orleans and Haiti share Creole
culture and language; and in January 2010,
Haiti, like New Orleans, was was hit hard by
a natural disaster. But Haiti is decades away
from being able to ‘move on.’ Two years
later, thousands of Haitians still are living
in tent camps and homes in danger of collapse. Some neighborhoods still don’t have
running water, and cholera sickness has
afflicted more than half a million people
“But there is more to this country than an
earthquake and poverty," says Haiti News
Net, an online news service. “There is an
entire society trying to rebuild itself and a rich

Christ Church Cathedral purchased this solar oven for the Foyer de Sion orphanage in Labadee, Haiti.
culture coming to terms with calamity.”
But how long will that take? When should
duty to our neighbor end?
A year ago, Christ Church Cathedral
launched Project Nikah Project, a clean

water, sanitation and hygiene initiative
cooperatively developed by the cathedral’s
Coalition on Human Rights and International
Medical Corps. The cathedral sponsored, at
a cost of $10,500, the purchase of a Villager

Sun Oven, a solar energy micro enterprise
having the capacity for feeding the children
and staff of Foyer de Sion orphanage in
Labadee, Haiti. The Villager has potential
capacity for orphanage income through sales
of food items, creating economic effects that
go well beyond mere Haiti ‘refugee relief’,
as this equipment has a 10+-year life span
and is “designed to cook enough food to
feed hundreds of people—a small village.”
Villager sun ‘ovens’ can boil, steam or
bake enormous quantities of food and purify
water at temperatures of 500° F. Sunshine as
natural resource negates the impact of Haiti’s
historic wood-charcoal fuel and resultant
carbon emissions and deforestation.
“I just thought you would enjoy sharing
this photo with your church community,”
says Annie, the orphanage’s director. “The
oven looks so nice; I thought you would
like to see it. They are regularly using the
oven to cook food for the children.”
Want to learn more about the project?
Visit: www.haiti.christchurchdarfur.org

Brick by brick, Southern Ohio can help rebuild
continued from page 1
Thomas E. Breidenthal then challenged the congregations and
people of the diocese to raise another $30,000—or more. He
announced that the Procter Fund also would match the $30,000
gift from the cathedral – and beyond, if the diocese raises even
more.
“I invite you to give me the problem of trying to match more
than $30,000,” he said.
The campaign received another jump through the offering
during the convention Eucharist. Delegates and guests gave
more than $3,000 for the Haiti fund.

Why rebuild the cathedral?
With the pervasive destruction throughout Haiti, some may Before and after: The altar and exquisite murals of Holy Trinity Cathedral were destroyed in the 2010 earthquake.
wonder why The Episcopal Church is focused on rebuilding the
our home sweet home.”
cathedral, said the Rev. Canon Anne Reed, canon for mission.
While other dioceses began their campaign in early 2011,
But both she and the bishop agree with Ohio University stuThe bishop has called two people to serve as chairs of the
Southern Ohio was in the midst of its mission strategy process.
dent and Haiti native Canes Nicolas.
“We are rather late coming to the game,” said Bishop diocesan campaign, which will run until the last Sunday in
He shared with convention delegates the importance of the
cathedral as not only a spiritual and cultural center but also as an Breidenthal. “But we just had this extraordinary time of looking Epiphany, Feb 19. Bertie Ray III of Christ Church Cathedral and
inward, defining who we are as a diocese and what we believe Emily Pucker of Trinity on Capitol Square, Columbus, will lead
integral part of the whole community.
To be in the choir -- and play violin -- in the cathedral “was to be important in the mission strategy process. And one of the the diocesan effort to help rebuild the cathedral in Haiti.
Pucker, a second-year participant in the Southern Ohio Lay
one of the best experiences I could ever have had,” said Nicolas, five strategic priorities we defined is mission. We now perceive
Leadership
Initiative program, said she often feels “frustrated at
who grew up attending school and worship at the cathedral. our diocesan life together as a powerful instrument for common
the
apparent
lack of interest in Ohio for people who aren’t right
Today, he is a member of Church of the Good Shepherd, ministry in the world.”
This sense of global community and commitment compelled in our faces. Certainly, I wish to raise awareness in Southern
Athens.
In a country with unreliable electricity, the cathedral kept its the vestry of St. Stephen’s, Cincinnati, to make a gift, despite Ohio of the needs of those outside of our immediate view.”
Ray, who has been trying for some time to find a way to
doors open -- and, with a generator, its lights on. That meant its tight budget. It also was the impetus for Tom and Sue
participate
in international relief and advocacy efforts, sees his
Nicolas and many students spent evenings studying and playing Kirkpatrick of St. Barnabas, Montgomery, to make a significant
role as a “doable ideas” liaison for congregations, groups and
gift to the campaign in December.
in the cathedral.
“We believe God is calling all of us to help spread his word individuals who want to embrace this challenge.
“This is what the earthquake took from me and from the
“I bring a passion for community organizing and fundraising
community as well. The church was not just a building for and to support Christians around the world, not just here in
that
may be useful in helping our diocese meet our goal,” he
the community. It represents more than that,” Nicolas said. “It Southern Ohio,” Kirkpatrick said. “We were blessed to be
represents for the Haitian people the center of the spiritual life born in the United States, where we are provided with virtu- said. “My personal goal is to ensure that each congregation and
for thousands of Episcopalians. To rebuild that church is not ally unlimited opportunity. Not all people are as blessed, some mission does its personal best toward our overall goal of rebuildjust about a big building, but much beyond that … as we say in are not given as many ‘talents.’ We think it is great the diocese ing lives in Haiti. There’s no reason why churches and individuals can’t raise $60,000 for this critical and worthy cause.”
Creole, it was our home sweet home. Please help give us back is helping in Haiti.”

Two to lead the effort
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6

Campaign chairs issue
challenge: $60K
A

nd she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because
there was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:7)
Like our Lord, born in a stable, the people of Haiti are spiritually without a home. The 2010 earthquake destroyed nearly all
of Port-au-Prince, ruined the food stocks of humanitarian organizations, and made millions homeless; it also virtually leveled
the Episcopal cathedral.
The cathedral in Port-au-Prince was not only a center of
worship but was also a central and critical hub for educational,
cultural and social institutions serving the entire community
-- not just Episcopalians, but anyone in need. A place of enlightenment and action, the cathedral lays claim to having educated
thousands of Haitian children and young adults, thereby providing a solid foundation for the nation’s future. Equally a source
for shelter, food, healthcare and effective anti-poverty initiatives, with your support, the cathedral will be restored, rebuilt
and renewed. The need is great.
Many Episcopalians in the U.S. do not realize that Haiti is an
Episcopal diocese; in fact, it is the largest diocese numerically
in the church. Our brothers and sisters in Haiti need our help
in rebuilding their cathedral. From now through the season of
Epiphany, we will be heading the effort to gather in the gifts to
help rebuild that absolutely vital building and provide a safe
place for ministry in Port-au-Prince. The Diocese of Southern
Ohio is joining with every diocese in The Episcopal Church
to make this effort a successful one, and we hope to meet the

high standard set by the Diocese of Pittsburgh of $60,000 from
congregations. To really reinforce our efforts, all money given
by parishioners from now through the end of Epiphany will be
matched by our bishop.
We started out strong at our diocesan convention in midNovember, with an offering of more than $3,000. As of Dec. 15,
more than $5,400 had been contributed. We hope you will keep
up the momentum. We encourage you to seek out your local parish representative or to contact us directly with questions. The
diocesan website (www.diosohio.org/haiti.html) has a host of
resources and links with more information, as well as the ability
to donate securely online. Checks may be made out to “Rebuild
Our Church” and sent directly to the diocesan offices.
Jesus said, “For I was hungry, and you gave me something to
eat; I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink; I was a
stranger, and you invited me in” (Matt. 25:35). Let us seek His
crib with our offerings on behalf of the people of Haiti.
With love In Christ,
Emily Jane Pucker
Bertie Ray III
Co-Chairs, Diocese of Southern Ohio,
Rebuild Haiti Committee
Note: Please make checks payable to Rebuild Our Church,
and send to: Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St.,
Cincinnati, OH 45202 – ATTN: Haiti or visit www.diosohio.
org/haiti.html

Rebuild Our Church in Haiti: About the appeal

T

he Episcopal Diocese of Haiti—the largest diocese in
the Episcopal Church – is in ruins. While the people
of Haiti struggle to rebuild their nation, Episcopalians
are uniting to rebuild our Church in Haiti, beginning at the
center.
When the earthquake hit Haiti in January 2010, it effectively leveled the most populous diocese of The Episcopal
Church. Seventy percent of church buildings were considered
a total loss. Diocesan-run schools, clinics and hospitals that
served more than 100,000 Episcopalians, as well as countless
community members, were wiped out in 35 seconds.
Many of the services we expect from the government—
healthcare, education, culture—are provided in Haiti by
The Episcopal Church. And many governmental agencies
and NGOs have rushed to fill these needs in the aftermath.
Episcopal Relief & Development is partnering with the
Church in Haiti to provide short-term employment, provisional homes, and sanitation systems in addition to other
community-focused recovery programs. The Clinton- Bush
Haiti Fund sponsored mobile health clinics, and a United
Nations fund has underwritten the clean-up of six neighborhoods in Port-au-Prince. But there is one thing no one
else can rebuild for The Episcopal Church: Holy Trinity
Cathedral. Home of the famous murals that depicted the
Biblical narrative, the cathedral was a beacon in a land

where strength of faith is inversely proportional to economic
development.
Holy Trinity Professional School and the primary and secondary schools also located on the cathedral grounds, raised
up future leaders in an environment of cultural and spiritual
grace. In less than a minute, it was all reduced to rubble.
Bishop Jean Zaché Duracin and the people of Haiti have
asked for our help. The Episcopal Church, acting through
the Executive Council, asks every Episcopal diocese and
congregation to join in this initial phase of rebuilding the
Diocese of Haiti. As the walls of a new cathedral rise, so
too will the hearts and fortunes of those who have depended
on Holy Trinity for spiritual succor, for education, and for
income. We have the chance to resurrect the spirit of a
nation.
As they say in Haiti, Men anpil chay pa lou, or many
hands make the load lighter. Working together, we can complete this project brick by brick, and $10 buys a brick.
Before the walls of a new cathedral can rise, the rubble must
be cleared and the land secured against transient inhabitants.
With help from UNESCO and the Smithsonian, workers have
sorted through the ruins for surviving fragments of the church’s
famous murals. Where rubble once choked the compound, tin
roofs shade open-air classrooms, and the former cathedral’s
checkered floor tiles lie cleared and open to the sky.

Out of the destruction of the entire Cathedral Complex,
new life has begun to rise, full of possibilities. The Haitian
government has granted The Episcopal Church a plot of
land that will nearly double our presence in downtown Portau-Prince. Responsible rebuilding requires a thorough site
inspection and the development of a master site plan before
construction of individual buildings can begin. The process
will begin with formal requests for proposals from architects
and builders.
The new cathedral will serve as an anchor to the expanded
Episcopal presence in downtown Port-au-Prince, offering
worship space for 1,000, housing diocesan offices and a
rectory, and incorporating the former cathedral ruins as an
historic memorial garden.
The Diocese of Haiti has conducted initial strategic planning, and engineers are already at work in Haiti instructing
masons in earthquake-safe methods that are no more costly
than the masonry that failed.
To begin, all we need is a brick or two, or ten, or a
thousand. If you wish to make a donation by check, please
make checks payable to Rebuild Our Church and send to:
Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati,
OH 45202 – ATTN: Haiti. To make online donations, visit
www.diosohio.org/haiti.html
Source: http://www.episcopalchurch.org/HaitiAppeal/
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My view |
Building infrastructure key to Haiti's recovery

T

ake a look at electricity usage for a month
on your electric bill. I’m guessing you use
around 500 or 1000 kilowatt-hours per
month. The average household consumption in
Haiti, that is, among the 15% of the population
that actually has access to electricity, is 50 kilowatt-hours per month. That’s about how much
a 100-watt bulb burning all the time would use,
except they can’t keep it burning all the time
because even in Port-au-Prince, the electricity is
Editor’s Note:
on for only about eight hours a day. Haiti is the
Bill Ubbes,
size of the state of Massachusetts but has only
a member of
about 190 megawatts of generating capacity,
St. Patrick’s
about what a city like Hamilton or Middletown
Lebanon, and
would use. Haitians live in the 19th century
newly elected
electricity-wise.
member of
Except for cell phones. Everybody in Haiti has
Diocesan Council, a cell phone because the land-line system was
is looking at ways destroyed in the earthquake. But they can’t charge
to restore and
their phone at home, because the home doesn’t
expand the elechave electricity. So they pay a few gourdes at
trical sector in
the market to get their phone charged while they
Haiti. These are
shop for food. If someone else already has their
observations and
phone plugged in, they go back later to pick up
reflections from
the phone. People spend a lot of time getting their
his visits to Haiti
cell phones charged in Haiti.
in the two years
About 70% of the total energy use in Haiti
since the earthis charcoal for cook stoves. This heavy reliquake.
ance on charcoal pollutes the air and strips the
land of trees. The main hydroelectric dam has
a rated capacity of 60 megawatts but is now
producing only 30 megawatts. That’s because not only did the earthquake damage two of the three turbines but also because the reservoir
is silted up from runoff from the denuded hillsides.
The newly appointed minister of energy and technology, Rene
Jean-Jumeau, has a doctorate in electrical engineering from Cornell
University and is a very sharp guy with a very clear vision of how
increased electrification can improve the economy of Haiti and
improve the quality of life for ordinary Haitians. His goal is to reach
100% of the rural population with electricity over the next 20 years.
Penetration of electricity into the countryside will encourage development and migration of people away from Port-au-Prince, lessening
the burden on the capital city’s woefully inadequate infrastructure.
With electricity also comes access to education. Education is
important to Haitians. There is a rudimentary public school system
but church-sponsored primary schools are everywhere. Every morning the streets of Port-au-Prince are full of children in their uniforms
walking to school. Haiti’s president Michel Martelly has made access

Haitians pick through mounds of donated clothing at the seaport. The
only export industry in Haiti is clothing manufacturing. The massive influx
of free donated clothing has depressed the market for locally-manufactured clothing, putting Haitians out of work. It would be better to donate
money so Haitians can afford to buy clothing made in Haiti.
to free universal primary education a goal of his administration.
Members of the Haitian diaspora have returned to help rebuild their
country. Harold Charles, whose father is a prominent physician in Haiti,
owns a civil engineering firm in Washington, D.C., that is building housing developments near Cap Haitien, a large city on the north coast. Dr.
Ernest Benjamin, a Haitian who is a professor of surgery and Chief of
Critical Care at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York, has developed water
purification and ice-making plants in Saint Marc. Ice is important where
there are few refrigerators, and clean water saves lives in a nation where
people can get cholera from the water system.
Despite these challenges, there is an orderliness to life in Haiti that I
didn’t expect. The streets are full of vehicles and pedestrians, but cars
will yield to let other cars in front of them or let people cross the streets,
and the pedestrians mostly ignore the stream of vehicles streaking by
inches away. Almost all vehicles are SUVs or trucks; regular passenger
cars don’t have much of a chance on the poor roads. The ubiquitous
means of mass transportation, the Tap-Tap, is a brightly painted pickup
truck with benches for passengers in the back.
The most common theme I’ve noticed in my visits is that Haitians
are proud to be Haitians. It is common for Haitians living in the U.S.
to take their children back to Haiti during the summers so they can
get to know Haitians as friends and neighbors and experience life
in Haiti as they did growing up. The children pouring out of the
tent cities in the morning seem delighted to have the opportunity to
go to school. They are well-groomed and cheerful; their clothes are
clean and neat. That these Haitians can keep their children spotless
after two years in the camps with no electricity and no running water
speaks powerfully to their pride and self-respect.
At far left: Despite life
in these tent cities,
Haitians are proud to be
Haitians. At left: Vendors
in Port-au-Prince are on
the sidewalks because
the shops have collapsed. This means the
pedestrians share the
streets with cars, trucks
and tap-taps. You need
good reflexes to be a
pedestrian in Por- auPrince.

How to help
Want some ideas for raising funds
toward your campaign? Here’s what
other Episcopalians across the country have been doing to Rebuild Our
Church, brick by brick:
Episcopal youth at Trinity Cathedral
in Davenport, Iowa held arts and crafts
sales, hosted a Trivia Night and a Movie
Night. Proceeds from all of these events
went to the cathedral’s Haiti campaign.
Not to be outdone by their youth, the
adult members at Trinity Cathedral
came up with some creative fundraisers. A raffle was held on a quilt made
by a parishioner from ties donated by
the men of the cathedral, and sales
of note cards made from photographs
and art work created by parishioners
also contributed to the campaign.
Three Episcopal parishes in
Connecticut hold an annual fundraising walk in support of the elementary
and secondary school at the Holy Trinity
Cathedral in Port-au-Prince.
The Missionary Society at the Virginia
Theological Seminary hosted a concert for Haiti featuring musical acts by
members of their community. The proceeds totaled over $4000.
Church of Our Saviour in Akron
designated the proceeds from their
annual Shrove Tuesday pancake supper
to their Haiti campaign. The dinner featured Haitian desserts.
St. Philip’s in Akron held a Brick House
party featuring DJ-style 70’s music,
including the iconic Commodores hit by
the same name.
St. Paul’s in Suffolk held a farmer’s
market with produce from parishioner’s
home gardens.
An array of resources are available to
help you conduct your appeal, from
planning and recruiting guides to communications such as bulletin inserts,
posters and e-news content. Resources
are in Word, Excel, and .pdf formats.
Visit http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
HaitiAppeal/ to download.
Diocesan chairs of the Rebuild Haiti
Committee Emily Pucker and Bertie
Ray III want to help! Contact Pucker at
emilyjane2004@yahoo.com and Ray at
bertieray3rd@mac.com.
What are you doing to help?
Share the story of how you or your
congregation is helping to rebuild the
cathedral?
Visit www.diosohio.org/haiti.html to
post and read the stories!
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CALENDAR
January
2 – Diocesan House closed for New Year’s holiday
3 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
6-8 – School for Ministry at Procter Center.
7 – Safe Church training at All Saints, New Albany, 9 a.m. $10 fee to include lunch
to be paid at training. Register at diosohio.org or call Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712
ext 105.
10 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
11 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan House, noon. Contact: Deborah Stokes at
614.933.8715.
12 – Fresh Start/Residency programs meet at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
13-14 – Diocesan Council retreat at Procter Center. Contact: the Rev. Leslie Flemming
at 740.517.2143.
14 – Common Ministry teams meet at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
14 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
16 – Diocesan House closed for Martin Luther King holiday.
19 - Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Diocesan House,
1:30 p.m. Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
20-22 – Southern Ohio Lay Leader Initiative (SOLLI) weekend at Procter Center.
28-29 – Winter Outreach Youth Overnight (WOYO) at Church of the Redeemer,
Cincinnati. Regional youth event for grades 6-12, cost $20. Register at diosohio.org.
Contact: Rob Konkol at 800.582.1712 ext. 160.
31 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.

February
4 – Explorers’ Day at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
7 – Clergy Day at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
8 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at the Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact:
Janice West at 937.278.2249.
9 – Fresh Start/Residency programs meet at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
10 - Standing Committee meets at Diocesan House, noon. Contact: Deborah Stokes at
614.933.8715.
13-16 – Rest and Rekindle: A retreat for women clergy at Transfiguration Spirituality
Center. Register at ctretreats@gmail.com.
14 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
16 - Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Diocesan House,
1:30 p.m. Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
18 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
20 – Diocesan House closed for President’s Day.
23 – Columbus area regional clergy meeting at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Register at
diosohio.org.
25 – Safe Church trainers meet at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Darren Elin
at 513.831.2052.
28 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.

Rest in peace
The Very Rev. James Leo, the first dean of Christ Church Cathedral, died Dec. 14 in
Cincinnati. He was 78.
Ordained a priest in 1962, Dean Leo served churches in Pennsylvania and New York
before being called as the dean of the American Cathedral of Holy Trinity in Paris in 1980.
After serving there for 11 years, he accepted the call to Christ Church in Cincinnati, where
he shepherded the consecration of the church to a cathedral. He also authored the book,
Exits and Entrances, published by Xlibris Corp. in 2008.
Survivors include his wife, Patsy; sons Jason and Jonathan; and grandchildren. The
Rev. Jason Leo is rector of Calvary, Clifton.
The funeral is scheduled for noon on Friday, Jan. 6, the Feast of the Epiphany, at Christ
Church Cathedral. A reception will follow. Clergy are invited to vest in alb and white
stole.
Memorials may be made to the Diocese of Southern Ohio, earmarked for the Procter
Camp Scholarship Fund, 412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati 45202.

Of note
Columbus office update: The diocese will continue its presence in the Columbus
area with an office at St. John’s, Town Street, which will open in early January. The Rev.
Deniray Mueller will operate from the office as she carries out her diaconal ministry in
public policy and social justice advocacy. The office also will be available for staff and
other members of the diocese for meetings. Many thanks to the Rev. Lee Anne Reat for
sharing this space with the diocese.
Bishop, Council appointments: Bishop Breidenthal has appointed Mary Woodward
as the diocese’s disaster relief coordinator. A laywoman, Woodward also is the disaster coordinator for the Lutheran Disaster Response of Ohio. In addition, she works
with Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio as the director of outreach ministries.
Woodward also coordinates and trains volunteers to respond to disasters through VOAD
(Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster). To learn more, contact her at 740.732.6700
or visit www.nvoad.org
At the organizing meeting in December, Diocesan Council elected its officers for 2012.
They are: first vice president: the Rev. Leslie Flemming; second vice president: the Rev.
Charles Wilson; and secretary: the Rev. Douglas Argue. Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal
serves as president of Diocesan Council.
Not sure what to do with your Christmas tree after the holidays? Donate it to
Procter Center! The center is collecting Christmas trees to sink them to the bottom of
the lake. The smaller fish species need a place to live and recycled tree make the perfect
habitat. Information: Chris Tokarz at 800.582.1712.

Mark it Down:
March 1: Parochial reports due
March 30-April 1 – Exodus 9
April 3 – Renewal of Vows

Transitions
Church of the Advent, Cincinnati, has called the Rev. KyungJa Oh as rector. Known
as “KJ,” she most recently served in the Diocese of Chicago. She began her ministry with
Advent in December.
St. Alban’s, Bexley, has called the Rev. Susan Marie Smith as rector. In the late 1970s,
she served the Diocese of Southern Ohio as a lay minister coordinator and youth ministry director in the Cincinnati area. Most recently she has served as assistant professor of
preaching and worship at St. Paul United Methodist School of Theology in Missouri. She
begins Jan. 15.

VISITATIONS
January

February

1
8

5
12
18

15
22
29

no visitations
Ascension and Holy Trinity, 		
Wyoming
Church of the Good Samaritan,
Amelia
St. Christopher’s, Fairborn
Christ Church, Dayton

19
26

Church of Our Saviour, Cincinnati
St. Stephen’s, Cincinnati
Celebration of New Ministry, St.
James, Westwood (4 p.m.)
St. Barnabas, Montgomery
Holy Trinity, Oxford

All visitations are by Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal
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All aboard!

Around the diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters, websites, tweets and
Facebook pages so make sure to add us to your mailing lists! Send your news to Julie Murray at
jmurray@diosohio.org and Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org

Notable
Two new Choral Scholars have joined the
choir at Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming.
Soprano YoonGeong Lee is a doctoral student
from South Korea, studying at the College
Conservatory of Music at the University of
Cincinnati. Alto Jenna Schroer is studying opera
at CCM and hails from Kansas City, Missouri.
June Russell, the last
remaining member of the first
Adult choir at St. Patrick’s,
Lebanon, has retired from the
choir after serving for 47 years.
Russell was the first soprano in
the choir that was founded in
1964. She will be missed!
Brenda Waugh is the new
music director and organist at Indian Hill Church.
Waugh is from Shelburn, Nova
Scotia, and moved to the U.S.
in 2009. She received her
bachelor of music degree with
a major in organ performance
from Mount Allison University
and has served as the organist
and choir director for several
Protestant churches. She is a
member of the Cincinnati Choral Society and the
American Guild of Organists. Welcome!
Sigrun Haude, member of Christ Church
Cathedral and associate professor of history in
the McMicken College of Arts and Sciences at
the University of Cincinnati, was selected to
present at the school’s highly regarded Life of the
Mind lecture series in November. Haude’s presentation was entitled, “Coping with War.”
Deborah Stokes, a member of St. Philip’s,
Columbus and a member of Southern Ohio’s
General Convention deputation, has been named
as chair of the education legislative committee
for the 77th General Convention.
The Rev. Deniray Mueller has been honored
with inclusion in the inaugural edition of Who’s
Who in GLBT Columbus.

St. James Belles and Whistles,
a group of men and women whose
hobby is model railroading at St.
James, Westwood, puts up a display
of model trains in the parish hall each
Christmas season. The display, which
has changed and grown over the years,
now consists of five locomotives and
accompanying railroad cars complete
with a village and even a village trolley. The Lionel trains all belong to Dylan Hamblin, the grandson of Bells and
Whistles member Bill Whittle. The best part of the display, however, is the excitement of the children when the display appears each year and the gleams of delight
on their faces as they watch all the trains run around the tracks blowing the
whistles and ringing bells. Best of all is when the conductor of Thomas the Tank
Engine, pulling the Candy Cane train, stops in front of them and gives out candy
canes! The trains run all through December and until the Feast of Epiphany.

Winter Snow Ball
The fifth annual Winter Snow Ball for members and friends
of Christ Church Cathedral will be held Friday, Jan. 27.
This year’s event will again feature the delicious cuisine of
Troy Meyers and the music of the Soul Pocket Band. If you
have gone in past years, you know what a good time this dinner dance is, and if you haven’t attended before, you are in
for a treat! Ticket information for the Snow Ball can be found
on the cathedral website at www.christchurchcincinnati.org/
snowball.

Bach Vespers
The Bach Vespers service returns to St. Thomas, Terrace
Park, on Jan. 8 with a performance of Bach’s beautiful Epiphany Cantata 32 “Liebster Jesu, mein Verlangen”
(Dearest Jesus, My Desire) featuring soloists and the
Cincinnati Bach Ensemble. The prelude for this Vespers will
be Albinoni’s Oboe Concerto in d with soloist Dwight Parry.
The service begins at 5:30 p.m. For more information, call the
church at 513.831.2052.

Nursery School accepting applications
The Indian Hill Church Nursery School is now accepting
applications for the 2012-13 school year. Applications can be
found on the church website www.indianhillchurch.org. Click
on the Nursery School home page. To schedule a personal
tour, call Kimberly Sedam at 513.561.5513.

ORT program helps save $10K+
The 2011 summer campers at Procter Camp undertook a massive challenge: eliminate ORT. ORT is a scrap or remainder of
food from a meal. In attempting to reach the goal, the campers
were able to drastically reduce food waste and help save more
than $10,000 in unnecessary food purchases! After each meal,
the campers and counselors would add up all the food that they
took but did not eat. This number would be placed on a graph
and tracked throughout the week. The goal would be to have
zero ORT by the end of the camp week. This summer, more than
6,000 meals were served and only 20 liters of food were thrown
away. That is the equivalent of just around 5 gallons of milk!

Paper bag Christmas pageant
Shepherds, angels, Mary, Joseph, and more – in all shapes
and sizes – that’s what makes for fun at the St. Andrew,
Washington Court House annual Paper Bag Christmas pag-

eant. They put all the costumes and props for the pageant in
paper bags, and then everyone just pulls one out and acts out the
Christmas story just for the fun of it. No rehearsals, no stress!

Yoga at Redeemer
Yoga classes are available at Church of the Redeemer, Hyde
Park, on Thursday evenings from 7 to 8:15 p.m. The next fiveweek session begins Jan. 12. You can join for the entire session
($50) or a single class ($12). Classes are led by Werner Hildebrand.
You can register on the Redeemer website www.redeemer-cincy.
org or by calling the church office at 513.321.6700.

Advent Tulip planting
Parishioners at Trinity, Columbus, welcomed the new church
year on the second Sunday in Advent by looking ahead to spring.
The Parish Life committee and the “Lay Weeders” sponsored an
Advent Tulip planting after Sunday services. Anyone who likes
to dig in the dirt was invited to join in and plant tulip bulbs in the
flower beds in the gardens around the church.

Who has the most loyal fans?
This football season, parishioners at St. Paul, Dayton, held
a friendly competition with the nearby Lutheran Church of
Our Savior to see which church has the most loyal football
fans. The challenge is to raise money for three area ministries
by pledging money for each time your favorite team or teams
win during regular season play. Money collected will go to
support the Dayton Episcopal Food Pantry, Episcopal Relief
and Development and the House of Bread.

Cambridge Steeple Walk
Members of St. John’s, Cambridge, participated in the
local Steeple Walk. The walk started at the west end of town
and progressed east ending at St. John’s. Seven other churches
participated in the walk along with St. John’s. The theme for
the walk was “Celebrate the Child of Christmas”. Each church
offered a brief program of skits, music and scripture, as well
as a bit of history of their tradition, while enjoying the adornment of decorations. At St. John’s, the Rev. John Brandenburg
did a brief memorial service for Pastor Joe Bradley, a
Lutheran neighbor that had died suddenly. The music was
provided by Judith Jones-Hayes and her violin, piano and
organ students. Those who completed the walk were eligible
for a drawing for gifts donated by downtown merchants and
churches.
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Practicing what he teaches: Professor
embraces New Urbanism lifestyle
The Rev. Jason Fout, a professor at Bexley Hall, and his family are intentional about where they live and how they interact
with their environment. He walks to work at Bexley Hall, his
wife bicycles or takes the bus to work, and often they bicycle
their two young children to school. They try to buy and eat local
products and they compost, recycle, and try to be good neighbors and good stewards of the earth.
He models the sort of sustainable lifestyle that he also teaches
about in classes on New Urbanism. The Congress for the New
Urbanism describes this movement as promoting walkable,
mixed-use neighborhood development, sustainable communities and healthier living conditions. Others have described New
Urbanism’s goal as the development of a built environment that
supports human flourishing.
“It’s a movement in urban planning
and design that began in the 1980s,”
Fout said. “It has become much more
widely based...politicians, people who
study urban settings, architects, community activists. And this is something the
church can buy into and get behind.”
An assistant professor of Anglican
theology at Bexley Hall, Fout taught a
class in New Urbanism in January and
will offer it again in the spring of 2013.
He also will speak about the issue at the
2012 conference of The Consortium
of Endowed Episcopal Parishes, with
a presentation entitled, “The New
Urbanism: A Brief Primer for Church
Leaders.”
“The emphasis in the New Urbanism movement is on livable,
sustainable, mixed-use and mixed-income developments,” he
said. “Particularly since World War II, our development has been
almost none of those. In the last 10 years or so, New Urbanism
has become more intentional in embracing environmentally
sustainable design, but when you have a movement that emphasizes walking, bicycling or other modes of transportation instead
of focusing on taking the car, it is intrinsically green.”
Fout isn’t anti-automobile; his family owns one. But he
thinks the world would be a better place if we were less reliant
on cars.
“New Urbanism looks at what happened before,” he said.
“The idea of traditionally designed towns was you could live in
a neighborhood, maybe work there, or else get to work on a bus,
trolley, train or car. You could walk to the library, the market,
or a local coffee shop. Very often, historically, the coffee shop
would have taken a very different form: the neighborhood pub.
“These were places where people could socialize,” Fout said,
“and the church was part of that. The church was intended to
be part of the neighborhood and not a destination. The way we
have built our cities and suburbs since World War II, the church
is no longer a part of the fabric of everyday life; it is now a destination. The car, as we usually encounter it, is very privatizing
because we usually drive alone.”
Too many communities are divided into single-use segments,
Fout said, with residential areas separate from retail areas, jobs,
schools and recreation, as well as church. In most cases, walking
isn’t even an option.
“The way we develop things now is more like pods. Instead

of walkable distances, we now have one pod of residential,
maybe a suburban cul-de-sac; it is distinctly single use. Then
there will be another part of town that is strictly retail, then
another section of town is an industrial park or office buildings.
Then you may have to drop the kids at their school, and then go
to work in another pod.
“Places need to be thoughtfully designed. It is not a matter
of being completely negative about the suburbs as such, but
New Urbanism suggests that the way most suburbs have been
designed aren’t helpful.”
While it is clear that churches are part of the urban fabric and
can act as spiritual and social anchors, what role can parishes
play in New Urbanism?
“A church building is an important
part of the visible urban landscape
in itself,” Fout said. “Its value goes
beyond even just the congregation’s
use of it. The church building is not
just a utilitarian meeting place but
a symbolically important structure.
Parishes should consider this as they
make decisions about their structures.”
Churches thinking about moving
out to the suburbs should reconsider,
Fout said.
“In the last 30 years, it has been
very popular for churches to move
from downtown to someplace on a
highway off-ramp, surrounded by
parking,” Fout said. “It becomes a
destination that requires a car. By moving out, you lose a sense
of sacred space that is in some proximity to where the rest of
our lives unfold. We should take seriously the ways in which a
church is an integral part of the neighborhood, and to recognize
that if we leave, the neighborhood loses something, too.”
Fout also encourages church members to become more aware
of city planning issues and engage in conversations with city
leaders about proposed changes. “So if a town wants to take
out the trees and widen the streets to allow for faster car movement, congregations can speak out because that makes it more
dangerous for pedestrians,” Fout said. “Studies have shown that
as you make a faster thoroughfare, you lose your retail business,
you lose your tax base, and that makes it a less desirable place
to live.”
As another good interface for the church and New Urbanism,
leaders in the congregation can be advocates for smart growth.
“Growth in itself is not necessarily a problem, but you have to
be smart instead of willy-nilly about new projects,” Fout said.
And when churches build a new facility, instead of building
a huge parking lot, they may want to create a community by
developing part of the property as mixed use, including residential and retail buildings.
“It would have to be a partnership with private investors,”
Fout said. “It would be for-profit, but it could still be a way of
showing how it could be done, if the church was involved in
planning the community.”
Source: The Bexley Cross. Visit www.bexley.edu to learn more
about Bexley Hall Seminary.

Formation
opportunities
Clergy Day: Feb. 7
All clergy are invited by Bishop Thomas
E. Breidenthal for a Clergy Day on Feb.
7 at the Procter Center. Renowned theologian, the Rev. Walter
Brueggemann, will
present a theological
approach to the stresses of being clergy,
with particular attention to the increasing
challenges of atheism,
secularism and antidenominationalism.
The program begins at
10 a.m. There is no cost, but registration is
required. Please visit the diocesan website at
www.diosohio.org. The registration form is
posted on Feb. 7 of the diocesan calendar.

Explorers’ Day: Exploring the
diaconate and the priesthood
Explorers’ Day (a new version of “Ministry
Day”) is for those exploring a call to the diaconate or the priesthood who have been in
significant conversation with their clergy
person about their vocation. Explorers’ Day
offers an opportunity to learn about each
order, to think about one’s faith journey and
how that journey has led to Explorers’ Day,
and to hear from deacons and priests about
their journeys. Explorers’ Day is the sole
entry into the ordination process each year in
Southern Ohio.
The online registration form for Explorers’
If you go:
Day includes instrucExplorers’ Day
tions for writing a brief
Saturday, Feb. 4,
spiritual autobiography
2012 from 9:30
to bring to Explorers’
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
At Procter Center.
Day. The Spiritual
Cost is $15.
autobiography will be
Registration:
the lens through which
www.diosohio.
to hear the various preorg, Calendar
sentations and engage
the discussions that are
offered.
Registration
is
online through the
diocesan website. Registration closes on Jan.
20. The cost is $15 per person. Each explorer
is asked to bring his or her spouse/partner, if
applicable, and his or her clergyperson.
If you have questions about Ministry Day,
please contact the Rev. Charlotte Collins
Reed, chair of the Commission on Ministry at
charlotte@christ-in-springfield.org.

continued on next page

Formation
Campus ministry grants
In November, convention approved $54,000 in the
2012 budget to be used for campus ministry. As part
of the diocese’s continuing strategic mission planning
process, the formation task force is fleshing out grant
guidelines and the diocese’s overall campus ministry
programs. A new application process will be posted
March 15. In the meanwhile, urgent needs and/or ongoing programming in campus ministry may be eligible
for a short-term grant until the new process is finalized. If you have questions about the short-term grants,
please contact Rob Konkol at youth@diosohio.org,
with a copy to Bishop Breidenthal at tbreidenthal@
diosohio.org.

Women clergy: Rest and Rekindle
The Transfiguration Spirituality Center will host
Rest and Rekindle, a retreat for women clergy, Feb.
13-16. Set aside as a time for women clergy to rest,
relax and renew, retreatants will have their choice of
activities, including massage, reflexology, art projects,
healing prayer and spiritual direction. There will also
be a celebration of the Eucharist, confession and spaces
for silence.
The cost for all three nights is $200 and includes all
meals. You may also sign up for just one or two nights
at a cost of $75 per night. A $25 deposit is required
and will be refunded in case of clerical emergency. For
more information or to register, contact Faith Lang or
Toni Thomas-Feren at ctretreats@gmail.com.

Advent poem
I am the Savior of the world.
I am coming to seek your presence,
I am coming to eat and sleep my dreams away
with you.
And yes, I am coming to redeem you,
This is all for you, my people.
My father is the work,
And the work is God himself.
His word is amazing, it is beautiful,
His word is unpredicting, it is natural.
So therefore,
I will follow you all of my life,
As you have once sacrificed yours.
The giving and gifting season is coming,
So I will give my faith and trust to you.
Because, I love you.
Dylan Hamblin
Grade 9, School of the Creative and
Perfoming Arts
member of St. James, Westwood

Procter Farm slated for spring opening
This January Rebekah Zimmerer will be joining the
staff at Procter Center. Zimmerer has been hired to
design and develop a two-acre farm at Procter Center.
These two acres will play a key role in the center’s
goal of growing 50% of the produce used in the dining
hall.
A biology major from Gordon College, Zimmerer
has worked as an apprentice and agricultural intern for
various educational farms throughout Massachusetts.
The Procter Farm, located on the northeast corner
of the conference center property, will include a wide
variety of fruits and vegetables, including lettuce, eggplants, tomatoes, and persimmons. There are also plans
for chickens and goats.
Zimmerer will be managing the farm as well as
helping create new, innovative educational programs
related to food and nutrition. The Farm will also be an
excellent opportunity for service projects and one of
the programming options at Summer Camp.

Ohio Ministries Convocation
The annual Ohio Ministries Convocation will explore
the theme: “The American Dream or God’s Dream?” on
Jan. 23-24 at the Crowne Plaza Columbus North. The
program is sponsored by the Ohio Council of Churches
through its member judicatories, including the Diocese
of Southern Ohio.
This year’s keynote speaker is Ronald H. Sider, professor and director of the Sider Center on Ministry and
Public Policy at Palmer Theological Seminary. A widely known evangelical speaker and writer, Sider has spoken on six continents, published 31 books and scores
of articles. In 1982, The Christian Century named him
one of the twelve “most influential persons in the field

of religion in the U.S.” His book Rich Christians in an
Age of Hunger was recognized by Christianity Today
as one of the 100 most influential religious books of
the 20th century.
Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton will be the worship leader
for the closing service. Elected in 2006, she serves the
Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. The Rev. Jon Siehl, a retired
Presbyterian minister, will lead the opening worship.
Workshops include: Going Green; Living a More
Simple Life – Communal Aspects; Going Where the
People Are: An Introduction to Social Networking and
its Potential Impact on the Church; and Not in My
Name: The Ohio State Budget, which will be led by the
Rev. Deniray Mueller, a deacon and assistant for public
policy in the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
More details and registration at www.ohcouncilchs.
org.

Planning ahead
Although we may not like to think or talk about it,
death is inevitable. The time to prepare for our death
is now – while we are "happy and healthy." Planning
ahead for our death and burial can help ease the crisis
experienced by the ones we leave behind and also
deeply enrich our lives in the present. Church of the
Redeemer, Hyde Park, encourages you to consider your
preparations for end-of-life issues by attending our last
things seminar on Jan. 28 from 9 a.m. to noon. The
Rev. Charlie Brumbaugh will present "Last Things:
Preparing for Death and Burial from the Episcopal
Church." He will address a wide range of issues includ-
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ing the grieving process, Christian perspectives on
death and resurrection, burial practices, burial liturgies, stewardship in death, and living wills. You will
find this seminar full of practical, invaluable, thoughtprovoking information. And believe it or not, it will be
fun! This seminar is appropriate for all ages and is open
to everyone. Register for Last Things on the Redeemer
website (www.redeemer-cincy.org) or by calling the
parish office at 513.321.6700.

Spiritual Care Workshop
Episcopal Retirement Homes Parish Health Ministry
in partnership with sponsor, Christ Church Cathedral, is
offering "Refresh Your Soul Conference 2012 - Spiritual
Care in Times of Trial and Loss." The main conference
will be held on March 10, 8 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m., at Community of the
Good Shepherd in Montgomery.
The conference opens Friday
evening, March 9, at 6 p.m. with
dinner and a keynote presentation
entitled “I Could Die Laughing Promoting Humor with the Sick
and Dying.” All caregivers and
anyone going through times of
trial or loss will find keynoter
Doug Smith’s presentations inspiring, motivating and
deeply meaningful. Health professionals also will gain
insight and practical tools essential to caring for the
sick and dying.
Smith is a dynamic, professional speaker, trainer,
consultant, and counselor with a diverse background
working in hospitals, hospices, and social service agencies. He is the author of several books and published
articles in numerous, professional health care journals.
He has led workshops in all 50 states. He also speaks
from the heart as he shares his inspiring journey facing
many personal trials and loss himself.
The brochure and registration information is available on the ERH Parish Health Ministry website at
www.parishhealthministry.com. For more information,
call Ellen Schneider at 800.835.5768, ext. 4545.

Fellowship Partners program
The 2012 application process for the Episcopal
Church Foundation’s Fellowship Partners Program runs
through March 15. For nearly 50 years, the foundation has identified and helped to raise up dynamic and
transformational lay and ordained church leaders who
are engaged in academic study and transformational
ministries that address important areas of need in the
Episcopal Church.
Episcopal Church Foundation typically awards three
fellowships per year. “In addition to receiving financial
support for up to three years, fellows also have the ability to focus on ideas and new ministries, gain visibility
for their work, and become part of the network of ECF
Fellows,” noted Anne Ditzler, the foundation’s senior
program director. “ECF partners with our fellows to
help them share their knowledge, experience, and best
practices with the wider Church.”
New awards range up to $15,000 and may be renewable for an additional two years. New Fellows will be
announced in May 2012.
To learn more about the ECF Fellowship Partners
Program, please visit the website at http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/

Mission
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Funding continues
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
After months of intense advocacy by Bread for the
World and other faith-based groups, Congress passed
an appropriations bill in November that prevented
deep cuts in funding for food supplies, transport and
other nutrition programs.
The “mini-bus” appropriations bill signed by
President Obama shows the impact of thousands
of phone calls and letters, including Bread for the
World’s Circle of Protection statement (see www.
bread.org) endorsed by national religious leaders,
including Presiding Bishop Katherine Jefferts Schori
and Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal.
In addition, the failure of the Super Committee
to agree on a deficit reduction bill by Thanksgiving
moved the process into a new phase of automatic cuts in defense and discretionary funding. This means that unless Congress revises the
process, many safety net programs are exempt
from cuts. These include child care for working
low-income parents, Medicaid, children’s health
insurance (CHIP), school meals, child support
enforcement, the Earned Income Tax Credit, child
tax credit, health insurance premium credits under
the Affordable Care Act, veterans’ pensions, and
Temporary Aid to Needy Families (TANF).
Resolutions passed by the two Episcopal dioceses
in Ohio last fall called on federal and state governments to sustain funding “at the levels needed to
provide adequate supplies of emergency food, food
stamps, and nutrition programs for pregnant women,
infants, preschoolers and children, both during and
beyond school hours.”
Several Episcopal and ecumenical pantries are
participating in the Paper Plate campaign, which
has collected more than 25,000 first-hand stories of
hungry Ohioans to deliver to Congress and the Ohio
Legislature. More are needed! (You can read stories
from the pantries served by each of Ohio’s 12 regional foodbanks at www.paperplateproject.org). During
legislative hearings, members of Congress have read
these stories directly from the paper plates.
In a year dominated by major budget cuts at every
level of government, the November appropriations
bill increased funding for 2012 for food stamps
(SNAP), commodities for food banks, and some
of the nutrition programs for children and senior
citizens, although WIC and school lunch funding
were cut. The bill also reduced costly regulations and
increased flexibility for local districts: these reforms
are projected to save $7 billion in rising compliance
costs for districts participating in federal school meal
programs.
This was a huge relief to Ohio non-profits who
would have been battered by such significant cuts.
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Advocates safeguard hunger,
nutrition programs

Carlos Romero of the Dayton Episcopal Pantry holds
one of the thousands of paper plates written by hungry
people across Ohio. These plates were read at key legislative hearings and helped sustain federal and state
funding for emergency food.
Many local churches report double-digit rises in
the number of people turning to pantries this year.
Federal programs fund 25% of the emergency food
supplies that Ohio’s food banks provide to church
and community pantries and other local hunger ministries, including most of ECSF’s grantees.
Many other programs are at risk in the upcoming battles over deficit reduction, including WIC
nutrition programs for mothers, infants, and children, Head Start, senior housing, and the Workforce
Reinvestment Act.
To follow Congressional developments and see
where to weigh in, visit the website of Advocates for
Ohio’s Future (www.advocates for Ohio.org), a statewide coalition of non-profits and faith-based groups
endorsed by the diocese’s Social Justice Network.
You can help protect such safety net programs by
collecting first-hand testimony of their importance
to families in need. To find out more, visit the Ohio
Speaks project website, http://go.advocatesforohio.
org/ohio-speaks

Q: Through

whom does
the Church
carry out its
mission?

A: The Church carries out its
mission through the ministry of
all its members. A great example: the
Christmas on the River ministry of the
Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI).
The Ohio River is a highway for commerce, and
many of the towns (and churches) along the river
owe their existence to the river. Since 1898, during
the Spanish American War, volunteers of SCI have knitted, collected, packed and distributed gifts to mariners
who are miles away from home during the holidays.
In Cincinnati, Christ Church Cathedral works with SCI and
packs Christmas gift boxes to the men (and a few women) who
work the tugboats on our inland waterways that provide so many of
the resources on which our society depends. The gift boxes contain
hand knitted scarves, home baked cookies, other small gift items and
holiday greetings. Local school children create holiday greeting cards,
and members and friends of the cathedral bake thousands of cookies (pictured below). Knitting groups around the country connect with
SCI in weekly knitting meetings at churches and at knitting-sponsored
events.
Providing year-round pastoral care, SCI’s Ministry on the Rivers+Gulf
offers pastoral counselling, support and fellowship to the maritime
industry’s employees and shore side management working on the
Ohio and Mississippi River systems and in the Gulf of Mexico.
The chaplain currently stationed in the Ohio River Region is the
Rev. Kempton Baldridge, an Episcopal priest who would welcome
the opportunity to share his ministry with you. SCI provides a wide
spectrum of support services—chaplaincy, legal aid, and continuing
maritime education.
For more information on the Seamen’s Church Institute, visit www.
seamenschurch.org.
To contact Chaplain Baldridge, e-mail kbaldridge@seamenschurch.org.
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