Outreach

Advent

Youth raise nearly $10K
for MDGs

A photo album of Advent
across Southern Ohio

Check out the Win-Win
Episcopal Buckeye Challenge

Page 4

Pages 8-9

Page 16

INTERCHANGE

January 2008
Volume XXXVI, No. 1
www.episcopal-dso.org

news from the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio

or
unto
us
F

a child
is born

Amy Saunders as Mary adores the baby Jesus, played by Sydney Hall, during the annual
Children’s Christmas Pageant at St. Anne’s, West Chester.

Formation
guides changes in
discernment process
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
As the Diocese of Southern Ohio
moves forward with formation as a
guiding principle of its ministry and
life, one of the first areas to undergo a
major re-visioning is the discernment
and ordination process.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal and
the Commission on Ministry have
met throughout the fall to re-cast the
process as a call to ministry in all
areas – laity, diaconate, priesthood
and episcopate.
“We’re re-tooling the process and
asking, ‘What are we called to in ministry?’” said the Rev. Jack Koepke,
chair of the Commission on Ministry
and rector of St. Paul’s, Dayton. “This
allows a call to ordained ministry to
come from a foundation of baptismal
ministry and formation.”
In practical terms, the change

means that instead of an “Explorer’s
Day” in January, the diocese will hold
a Ministry Day. This is a conference
for anyone wanting assistance in discerning a call for ministry.
“If you feel God is prompting you
to do something in ministry – and
you’re not really sure what exactly
it is, this is the conference for you,”
said Koepke. “After the conference,
you go home and pray. If you feel
like you should further explore a call
to ordination, you are invited to make
an appointment with the Commission
on Ministry.”
After meeting with those who
make an appointment at its spring
meeting, the Commission on Ministry
will invite those whom the commission thinks offer strong potential calls to meet with a discernment

Second Life offers virtual art exhibit, online worship
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Mary Wanamaker spends most of her
time in real life. She works at Columbus
State Community College as an assistant in
the math department. A member of Trinity,
Capitol Square in Columbus, she serves on
the vestry, chairs the hospitality and newcomers committee and manages the church’s
website.
But in her downtime, Wanamaker, 49,
engages in Second Life – an online, threedimensional virtual reality website. She’s a
member of the Anglican Group in Second
Life and attends virtual worship services at
the Anglican Cathedral on Epiphany Island.

The cathedral held its first worship services
in July and now has a congregation of about
300 people from around the world. The virtual cathedral features traditional Anglican
architecture, with vaulted gothic ceilings and
beautiful stained glass windows – but it took
only four months to build.
In December, Wanamaker and the Anglican
Group in Second Life launched a new endeavor – a virtual art show with the Episcopal
Church Visual Arts. Wanamaker – known as
Cady Enoch in Second Life – serves as the
curator. She talked with Interchange editor
Richelle Thompson about Second Life and
about doing virtual church.
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The portrait “Mother and Child” appears in
a virtual exhibit at the Anglican Cathedral in
Second Life, a three-dimensional, virtual reality website. The exhibit is part of the Episcopal
Church Visual Arts project.
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How do we live in
the now – and then?
As I write this, it’s mid-December. Ohio awaits
a snowstorm, the same way that Christians, midAdvent, await the celebration of the birth of Jesus
Christ.
But this column will be published in January, after
the snow storm has come and gone, after we have
celebrated the birth of our savior.
I write in the now, knowing the then. This is the
fundamental question for Christians: how do we
live in the now and the then? How do we proceed
with our lives, going to work, caring for the people
entrusted to us, worshiping Sunday by Sunday,
while all the while the great story of salvation swirls
around us, so that, stepping off a curb on a sopping
Thursday, we hope suddenly to feel the dizzying
rush of God’s love for us?
Surely we live in the now with hope. We know
how the story ends: the child will be born safely, and
we remember once again that God entered human
history to show God’s love for us all. We also know
the then: the child will die and rise, and his death
and resurrection means the death of death for the
whole human race.
Now, in mid-December, we are in the in-between
time. But we will still be in the in-between time
when this is published in January. We Christians live
in-between all the time. On the one hand, we look to
the end of the story: we know we’re saved, and we
try to live out of our knowledge of the abundance of
grace in our lives. But daily we experience the anxiety that comes with waiting: we may feel that we are
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victims of powers beyond our
control, whether we are in the
majority or in the minority
in any given debate. We may
arise each day determined to
be good and find ourselves
unable to be so. No matter
the strength of our conviction that we and those who
wish us harm are all saved
together, we can fall short of
that vision, and feel ineffective, unable to be instruments
of God’s reconciling love in

the world.
How do we square our confidence in the ultimate
outcome – the death of death, the reconciliation of
all the human race to God – with our sense that we
as individuals are ineffective in the moment?
We look to the cross. The king of glory is the one
who accepted the ultimate now-and-then. In the
now, crucified, he is humiliated, despised. In the
then, he shows us God’s love for the human race,
harrowing Hell and ending our fear of death and of
one another.
So when we lose confidence in God’s reconciling
love, however fleetingly, because we are experiencing humiliation – that’s the now; we can get to the
then if we can live with people despising us without
answering back, without wishing them harm. Then
we know we are in the company of Jesus Christ,

who lives yesterday, today and forever, and whose
weakness has shown us all the power of God.
In any case, Jesus calls us into life, not away from
it. Jesus’ ministry began with his baptism by John
in the Jordan River. Ancient Christian depictions of
this event show the river full of all kinds of aquatic
life, including the spirit of the river. The message
is clear: as Jesus enters the water to be baptized, he
enters into a relationship with everything and everyone that lives in that water, from fish to demi-god.
Surely this reflects our spiritual forebears’ conviction that Jesus has entered fully into the river of life
and is as present and available to us as the life that
flows around us every day.
We are all trying to figure out how to get from
now to then. Now may be trouble at home, worry
about the nation, anguish about division in our
church. Then is our hope of reconciliation and healing in Jesus Christ. It gives me great comfort that
Jesus has entered with us into the river leading from
now to then.
Left and right, liberal and conservative, and
the beleaguered in-between, I pray that we will
all accept as our own the Savior who took on our
human frailty to redeem it, and that we will remain
loyal to the one whose willingness to embrace and
heal human ineffectiveness personified God’s love
in the world.
Contact Bishop Breidenthal at
bishop_breidenthal@episcopal-dso.org.

A note about the people of St. Matthew’s, Westerville
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Some of you may know that the people of St. Matthew’s, Westerville , have
been undergoing a time of discernment about their future as members of St.
Matthew’s and of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. As part of the discernment,
members were asked to vote whether or not they – as individuals – support leaving the diocese and affiliating with CANA (Convocation of Anglicans in North
America). The results of the vote were 215 to authorize disaffiliation, 102 not to
authorize, 30 declined to vote on this issue and 35 never turned in a ballot. The
priest and wardens announced at a parish meeting that they intended to disaffiliate from The Episcopal Church and affiliate with CANA.
Since my election as bishop, I have met several times with various groups
of the people of St. Matthew’s. Along with Bishop Price, I met with the Rev.
Ronald Baird and the wardens of St. Matthew’s to discuss the vote and its implications. CANA is a ministry of the Anglican Church of Nigeria – not a part of
The Episcopal Church; therefore those voting to disaffiliate voted to leave The
Episcopal Church and the Diocese of Southern Ohio. As you well know, a parish
cannot leave a diocese. Some have chosen, as individuals, to dissaffiliate, and
with great regret, I wish them well. On the advice and consent of the Standing
Committee, I have inhibited the Rev. Ronald Baird from functioning as a priest
on the grounds of his abandonment of the communion of The Episcopal Church.
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I also have declared the former wardens and vestry are no longer qualified to
serve, and those remaining with St. Matthew’s since have elected new wardens
and a vestry.
I celebrated the Eucharist with the remaining members of St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church on Dec. 23 at Otterbein College. Bishop Price was with
this congregation for Christmas Eve. I have asked the Rev. Canon Walt
Mycoff to provide pastoral care for this group. Much of his duties as canon
for ministry will shift to others on diocesan staff so he can devote his care
and attention to the people of St. Matthew’s. I am asking members of the
diocese, particularly in the Columbus area, to come, support and worship
with the people of St. Matthew’s in January and in the months to come. More
information about that service will be posted on the diocesan website and
through e-Connections.
Let me assure you that St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church will continue to
minister and work in the community of Westerville and be a valued part of
the Diocese of Southern Ohio. We continue to work for a resolution to the
myriad challenges this vote presents. As this process progresses, we will keep
you informed through our diocesan website, Interchange and other appropriate
channels. I bid your prayers for the people of St. Matthew’s and for those who
are leaving The Episcopal Church.

+Tom
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Can you see Jesus?
By the time this Interchange is delivered,
the Christmas celebrations in our congregations will be over, and we will be almost
through the 12 days of Christmas. For all of
the 26 years I was in parish ministry, Advent
and Christmas was a high energy time. In
addition to all the extra services and music
events including the lessons and carols, there
was the annual pageant, the hanging of the
greens, the preparation and delivery of baskets to the poor, 20-30 private communions,
and often in the days after Christmas, a
funeral or two. It was a fulfilling yet exhausting time that I am sure resonates with most of
the clergy reading this column.
One of the biggest changes I faced after
becoming a bishop was that Christmas was
a much slower time than any other time of
the year. This is not a time when people
plan diocesan meetings or schedule appointments with the bishop. Congregations are
busy with their own projects and don’t need
to make time for a bishop, and so the pace in
the diocesan office slows noticeably
For that reason, the last few years Mariann
and I have gone to California to be with our
daughter and her family. The last couple of
years, my role on Christmas Eve changed
from celebrant and preacher to grandpa
in the pew. It was strange not to vest and
process, and yet I also was moved when
my daughter observed that this was the first
time in her life that she had ever shared
Christmas in the pew with me.
The first year we were in California,
our grandson was 2. We went to the local
Episcopal Church in Glendale where they
lived then, and Sage took in all the Christmas
decorations. The custom in this church was
to set the creche during the service, and
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when he noticed it,
he said with a sense
of awe only a 2year-old can muster,
“I see Jesus.”
This year, for
the first time since
they moved to
California,
our
California family will be coming
home for Christmas.
Remembering the
exclamation made
on that Christmas
Eve three years ago, Mariann and I have
set up a creche or two in every room of
our house. Some of these have been in our
family for a long time; some are new this
year. We have done this so that Sage can
“find Jesus” all over the house. As I write
this, we are still anticipating this visit,
and I am looking forward to being able to
celebrate again on Christmas Eve with all
of my family in church. Thank you also to
Dick Burnett and Trinity, Columbus, for
turning over the Sunday after Christmas
to me to celebrate, preach and baptize our
four-month-old granddaughter McKenna.
When you read it, these happy events will
be past, and we will all be counting down
to Epiphany.
As I reflect on all this, I cannot get that
phrase, “I see Jesus” out of my head. In
Church terms, Epiphany actually means
“unfolding” or “revealing.” In our creche
scenes, Epiphany is the time we finally
move the wise men into the manger scene.
After that long journey, they finally get to
“see Jesus.” It is also a good time for all of

Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan of
the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact him at
bishopken@aol.com.

Church, large
and small
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The St. John’s, Lancaster, Health Ministries took
a tour this fall that included a trip to the smallest
church in Ohio.
The group attended Morning Prayer at St. John’s,
then traveled by van to Torsch, Ohio, on State
Route 50. Owned by Lloyd and Janice Middletown,
the 10x14 foot church or healing chapel has four
miniature pews, five stained glass windows and a
steeple bell. A painting depicting the crucifixion of
Jesus hangs behind the pulpit, which holds a wellworn Bible. On the floor on each side of the pulpit
are round, brass containers for prayer requests and
thanksgivings. The Rev. Bill Pursley led a short
prayer service, using some of the prayer request left
by previous visitors.
Even though it was raining during the trip,
the countryside was beautiful. Each time the van
stopped, the rain let up – and started again after the
group returned to the van. God is good!
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changes to Interchange c/o
Episcopal Diocese of Southern
Ohio, Addresses, 412 Sycamore
St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-4179.
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Interchange, 610 Fourth St.,
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Fax: 740.355.7968
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@episcopal-dso.org
Website: www.episcopal-dso.org
Deadline: Jan. 7

us to “see Jesus.”
For us in Southern Ohio, Epiphany means
we are now firmly into 2008. 2007 was an
eventful year as we welcomed and consecrated a new bishop. This has brought
changes in our diocese and new opportunities to see Jesus in our midst. 2008 has the
potential of having even more changes,
particularly on the larger scene with whole
dioceses declaring they are no longer part
of the Episcopal Church and the bishops’
meeting in Lambeth this summer.
But in spite of all that looms on the
horizon, one thing remains constant. If we
keep our eyes open, if we are alert, if we are
aware, there will be plenty of opportunities
to “see Jesus” all around us. Last month
I mentioned how I had been able to see
moments of grace in our recent Diocesan
Convention. Now in this Epiphany season
I would like to focus on moments in which
we “see Jesus.”
Seeing Jesus is not hard in our diocese,
but often we take such sightings for granted.
And so for the weeks of Epiphany, I would
like to invite you to interact with me by
being especially alert for such moments, and
then e-mail me how you have seen Jesus
in your own congregation or family life.
Hopefully the sightings will be so numerous
that I will not be able to share them all, but I
will share those I can in a future column.
Jesus is very much in our midst, and
Epiphany is a good time to lift this truth up
and take note of his presence in our lives.
A blessed Epiphany to you all.

– Anna Adkins
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Youth raise $10K for MDGs
BY ED HASECKE
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
On Saturday evening, Dec. 1, the high
school youth of Christ Church, Springfield,
plus their teachers, Judy Johnson and Ed
Hasecke, ate dinner at the church and decorated the Parish Hall for the Alternative
Christmas Market that would occur the
next day. The group had spent the fall
planning for the market by researching the
Millennium Development Goals, looking at material from Episcopal Relief and
Development and choosing three goals and
10 gifts to help meet those goals.
As they decorated the Parish Hall, they
wondered where to put the food for coffee
hour. They worried that if the food was
too far away from the marketplace tables,
people would just get their coffee and leave.
In retrospect, the concern over where to put
the coffee seems almost comical. But, this
fuss over the strategic placement of cookies
and coffee reflected their uncertainty over
whether the Alternative Market would be
something that people thought worth their
attention. After months of preparation, the
youth were genuinely unsure if their ministry idea would work.
You can imagine, then, the looks on their
faces as the congregation filled the Parish
Hall and started to shop. After the 8 a.m.
service, with an attendance of about 24 peo-

Youth and their teachers at Christ Church, Springfield, raised nearly $10,000 through an
Alternative Christmas Market to support the Millennium Development Goals. They are,
from left: Ed Hasecke, Tracy Dohn, Judy Johnson (all three teachers), Caldwell Reed,
Danielle Doubt, Katie Sharp, Elizabeth Rigsbee and Aprile Doubt.
ple, the youth were eager to count the proceeds. Their jaws almost hit the floor when
the total came to just under $1,000. At that
point, the pride in their eyes and their sense
of accomplishment were visible. Already,
the response of the congregation had surpassed their expectations. By the end of
one Sunday, this group of five high school
students had raised more than $8,700. The

next Sunday, another $600 was raised.
With this money, the youth are leading Christ Church in helping to eradicate
extreme poverty and hunger by providing
people with 34 flocks of chickens, 210
trays of drought resistant seedlings and
13 goats. In addition, 15 families will be
taught how to raise and sell fish.
We are helping to reduce child mortal-

ity by providing 31 school children with
two healthy meals a day, giving several
communities access to clean water, and
providing 10 mothers with health care for
themselves and their newborn children.
We are helping to combat HIV/AIDS,
malaria and other diseases by providing
27 mosquito nets, teaching people how
to protect themselves from AIDS, and
providing education for 60 children made
orphans by AIDS.
But Christ Church did even more than
help to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, reduce child mortality, and combat HIV/
AIDS through the success of the Alternative
Christmas Market. The generosity of the
parishioners also has made an impact on the
lives of their youth. While they bought gifts
in the spirit of helping other people around
the world, they also showed support for the
efforts of Danielle Doubt, Aprile Doubt,
Caldwell Reed, Elizabeth Rigsbee and
Katie Sharp, the Christ Church high school
students who undertook this project and
showed the church what five young people
can do. Empowered and strengthened by
the success of this ministry, they know they
can make a difference in this world. The
success of the Millennium Development
Goals depends not only on our generosity
now but also in raising up a new generation
of people who can move that generosity
forward.

Commission awards grants to support MDGs
BY THE REV. NANCY HOPKINS-GREENE
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The 2006 General Convention of
the Episcopal Church established the
Millennium Development Goals as a
stated mission priority. As part of its commitment to the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) the Diocese of Southern
Ohio set aside $23,500 of its annual budget for 2007 to go toward direct support
of organizations working to fulfill one or
more of the MDGs.
The National & World Mission
Commission (NWMC) was charged with
developing criteria, soliciting applications,
evaluating and recommending grants.
Two deadlines were established, May 1
and Nov. 1. The first set of grants totaling
$10,100 were made in May 2007 and are
described in the August Interchange.
At its November meeting, the commission approved the second half of the 2007
MDG grants. Grants totaling $13,400
were allocated as follows:
• El Hogar Ministries Inc. ($3,000)
El Hogar Projects serve the poorest of
the poor in Honduras. The organization
includes an elementary school, Technical
Institute and Agricultural School, providing children and young men with shelter, food, education and vocational training. St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township,

Millennium Development Grants from Southern Ohio will support these children from El
Hogar, a school in Honduras.
Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park,
and Calvary, Clifton, actively support El
Hogar with regular mission trips and other
forms of assistance.
• Global AIDS Interfaith Alliance
($2,400) This organization partners with
religious organizations in resource-poor
countries for community-based HIV prevention and care. This project is investing
in nurses to provide the needed education
and preventative care to slow the growth
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of HIV/AIDS and orphans in Malawi.
• The Healing Art Mission ($3,000)
The Healing Art Mission supports the
Bethel Clinic and Bethel School of
Dumay, Haiti, providing health care and
education in rural Haiti. The clinic is a
full service clinic, serving 10,000 people
a year who would otherwise be unable
to afford healthcare. The school educates
500 children.
• Marafiki AIDS Ministry Inc. ($2,000)

The primary mission of Marafiki is to assist
children infected with and affected by
HIV/AIDS in Kikuyu, Kenya. This project
serves more than 100 children orphaned
through the death of parents who contracted HIV/AIDS. Marafiki is an established
mission of St. Philip’s, Columbus, and is
supported by other Episcopal churches and
local organizations.
• Millennium Promise Alliance –
Mbola Cluster of Millennium Villages,
Tanzania ($3,000) Through its Millennium
Villages project, Millennium Promise
Alliance empowers the poorest of the poor
in sub-Saharan Africa. The project simultaneously works with the community to
address all of the MDGs, helping them
escape the cycle of extreme poverty, hunger and disease. An interfaith group of congregations in Cincinnati including Church
of the Redeemer are joining to support the
Mbola Cluster.
MDG grants will be awarded again in
2008. For more information on grant criterion, application process and to download the grant application, see the diocesan website at www.episcopal-dso.org,
under Programs/Ministries, then MDGs.
Requests can be submitted at any time. If
you have any questions, e-mail or call the
Rev. Trevor R. Babb, chair of the Grants
Committee, at stsimonsrector@aol.com
or 513.771.3828.

NEWS

Ministry in our midst:

Persistence and
love perform
small miracle
BY EVIE FOULKES
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The community of Walnut Hills is blessed to have the
Church of the Advent and its Open Door Ministry. We
have a strong and faithful devotion to adults dealing with
different disabilities. All of us try to help our disabled
friends feel welcome and have a sense of belonging. Cathy
Maret and I want to share with you a heart-warming success story from last winter that took months to achieve.
We have a volunteer at the church whose apartment
became infested with bed bugs. He then brought the bugs
that were on his clothes into Cathy’s office. Her office had
to be exterminated at a large cost to the Church. We, therefore, could not allow this volunteer to be here because of
concerns the bedbugs would spread all over the church. It
was very sad to be talking to him and see bedbugs crawling
on his clothes. Even though his apartment was sprayed, his
whole building was infested with them. He also had to stop
his volunteer job at Marjorie P. Lee and could not visit his
ill brother on the West Coast. The man was like a leper.
I finally decided we needed to do something. I called
an agency in town to see
what kind of help I could Do you have a ministry
get him. We needed to move story to share? Send it
him to a new place and get to Richelle Thompson at
him housing support. We Richelle_thompson@
found a psychologist who episcopal-dso.org or 610
spent three weeks with him Fourth Street, Portsmouth
to determine what his dis- 45662. Send photos too!
ability was and where he
could get help. He was not
diagnosed with mental illness and his IQ was not low
enough to fit into the mental retardation group. Cathy
and I spent time with the psychologist who finally gave
us a diagnosis that would help him. We called the Mental
Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (MRDD) and
begged them to reconsider taking him as a client. Cathy
and I met with the worker from MRDD who came to interview us and also visit our displaced volunteer. We took her
to see his apartment. She could not believe the devastation in his apartment. It looked like an animal was living
there. It was all I could do to keep from crying. The worker
walked out of the apartment and said it would be a week
or two to decide if they could take him as their client. One
hour later, she called and said that they would take him,
move him and get him 10 hours a week living support.
The next day he was out of his bug-infested apartment and
into a group home. The following week, Libby Higgins
told us about a nice apartment near the church, which
Cathy and I rented for him. Cathy helped move him in with
the support of his new case manager. His housing support
worker started the middle of March. He is now free of bed
bugs, settled in his cute apartment, back at the church volunteering and back at the Marjorie P. Lee once a week.
Cathy and I consider this success story one of the highlights of our ministry at the church. Support from caring
individuals can be healing for the giver and the receiver!
Evie Foulkes is the director of Open Door. Learn more about
the ministry by contacting her at 513.961.2259.

St. Andrew’s volunteers for S.O.C.K.S., the Spirit of Christmas for Kids, receive instruction from event chair, Mary
Link. Inset (toys) More than 1,600 toys are distributed through this ministry.

Church extends its ministry
into the community
BY LAUREN REISS

INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
St. Andrew’s, Washington Court House, brings the
parable of loaves and fishes to life with its outsized
ministry to the community. From visiting nursing
facilities to delivering Thanksgiving baskets to buying toys for more than 400 children, the outreach to
the community builds exponentially upon the commitment of the 90 or so members.
Each month, six lay leaders from the church
visit two main nursing facilities in Washington
Court House, Whispering Pines and Carlton Manor.
Services are full of prayer and praise singing. This is
an outreach that St. Andrew’s has proudly done for
the community for more than a decade.
St. Andrew’s church has successfully completed
the delivery of 20 Thanksgiving food baskets for
20 families within the county. Food for the meals
was donated, packaged and delivered by more than
15 parishioners. A total of 33 adults and 55 children
were provided for during this yearly gathering of
food and thanksgiving. Items collected included
canned hams, bags of potatoes, corn, green beans,
fresh rolls, applesauce, egg noodles and cranberry
sauce. The families were selected by Fayette County
Job and Family Services and included homes both
in Washington Court House and in outlying country
locations.
S.O.C.K.S, the Spirit of Christmas for Kids, is
a growing event that is sponsored each year by St.
Andrew’s. This is the 26th year for the S.O.C.K.S
program. What started out as generous parishioners
cleaning gently used toys in their bathtubs has turned
into a $16,000-a-year community event. More than
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two-thirds of St. Andrew’s congregation is involved
in the program, from ages 8-94, as well as approximately 15 other churches in Fayette County. Forty
shoppers purchase brand new toys for children ages
0-15. The money is donated by many different businesses, churches, service organizations and individuals, as well as by grants, most notably a grant given
by the Episcopal Community Services Foundation.
Volunteers, including high schools students from
Miami Trace High School and Washington Court
House High School, set up a huge “toy store” within
the parish hall and Sunday School classrooms, and
parents, as selected and screened by Fayette County
Job and Family Services, are given the opportunity
to “shop” for their children’s Christmas presents
at no charge to the family. Now, more than 400
children are served annually, and more than 1,600
toys and gifts are distributed during the Saturday
morning shop.
‘Tis the season of baking festive foods, and St.
Andrew’s, Washington Court House, has continued
the long-standing tradition of making peanut brittle.
This annual project is long awaited for by the public.
Each year more than 20 volunteers produce nearly
600 pounds of peanut brittle for the community of
Washington Court House. Bakers meet throughout
the week, usually 3-4 days a week, during the months
of October and November to fill the orders. The peanut brittle is weighed out into one pound bags and
sold for $7 a pound. Many people who purchase the
peanut brittle send the tasty treat all over the country
to friends and family who have moved away from the
community. It is a great way to raise funds, but more
importantly, cooking together has bridged the gap
between young and old bakers within the church.
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The Benefit Bank: What would Jesus do?
BY NANCY SULLIVAN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
What do you say to the divorced and disabled mother of four who shows you a $2,000+ utility bill and a
cut-off notice? My empathy skills get a workout when
I volunteer with The Benefit Bank (TBB) because
this is the kind of story I hear constantly. I’ve learned
that many people don’t realize they are eligible for
benefits such as child care vouchers, Food Stamps,
assistance with utility bills or medical care. Because
they don’t know how to find out, $1.5 billion dollars
of assistance goes unclaimed in Ohio every year while
children go hungry and their homes are cold.
Recruited by the Rev. Debbie Gamble, I joined
Benefit Bank counselors from the Ohio Association
of Second Harvest Food Banks to help folks in
Cincinnati’s Northside community sign up for HEAP
(Heating Energy Assistance Program).
We listened to stories and processed applications during a major food giveaway event at CAIN,
Churches Active in Northside, where St. Philip’s

Church is active. CAIN’s program receives funding from Episcopal Community Services Foundation
(ECSF), which has also promoted the Benefit Bank
and trained counselors throughout the diocese.
During a brief lull in applications, Jerry Lee, part
of the VISTA team providing Benefit Bank training
through the regional food bank network of the Ohio
Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks, shared his
experience with The Benefit Bank over the past year.
Even before cold weather set in, more than 1,100
households applied for heating assistance through
The Benefit Bank, with most receiving approximately
$250 in reduced bills. Jerry estimated that low-income
families who use The Benefit Bank average about
$1,500 in benefits, including receiving the Earned
Income Credit they are due.
Because The Benefit Bank helps families free up
their meager incomes, they can afford a little better
life instead of barely getting by. Lee may not have
said it, but surely that is what Jesus said in the Gospel
of John, “I came so that you could have life more People line up at Churches Active in Northside to sign up for the
Heating Energy Assistance Program.
abundantly.”

Benefit Bank trainers named Ohio’s top volunteer team
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Volunteers who carry out Benefit Bank training
throughout Ohio have been named the state’s top team of
Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) by the Ohio
office of the Corporation for National and Community
Service.
The winning team was launched in mid-2006 by the
Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks, after
the food bank formed an alliance with the Episcopal
Community Services Foundation to train people in nonprofits and churches how to use the free, web-based
Benefit Bank software. Since they began service in
August 2006, the food bank’s volunteers have recruited,
trained and assisted hundreds of people who have collectively helped low-income families secure millions of
dollars in tax credits and public benefits.
Their impact will be part of a portfolio of success
stories to be used by David Eisner, chief executive

officer of the Corporation for National and Community
Services, who is traveling around the country speaking about VISTA programs with exceptional impact on
poverty.
“Each state was required to select their strongest
VISTA project to serve as an example, so I am honored
to inform you that your project was chosen as Ohio’s
example,” wrote Ohio’s National Service Office Program
Director, Tina Dunphy, in a Dec. 5 letter to Dustin
Speakman, who coordinates Second Harvest’s Benefit
Bank VISTA team. This is the first time states have been
asked to choose a top team.
One of the current members of the team is Charles
Stough of Christ Church, Dayton, who served in the
Peace Corps in the 1960s and is doing national service
anew in retirement through his role as the Dayton-area
Benefit Bank trainer. Stough is the only VISTA volunteer
who is based at a church (Christ Church), while others
serve out of regional food banks.
Collectively, the VISTAs have mobilized volunteers

Changes: Discernment process
FROM PAGE 1 what we need in our leaders.”
committee. This committee likely will be comprised of
not only members of the local parish but also people
outside of the congregation. To assist in the process, the
Commission on Ministry will provide extensive training
to discernment committees.
The next steps of the process still are being developed,
said Koepke.
“We’re asking tough questions – not of those in discernment but of ourselves – of the commission. We’re asking,
‘What qualities do we look for in people who are discerning a call to ordained ministry? What models of leadership
are we seeking?’ We know what qualities we need to perpetuate the church of today. What we don’t know is what
qualities and attributes of leaders we need for the church of
the future,” said Koepke. “That’s because we haven’t quite
figured out what the church of the future looks like.
“As we develop a missionary strategy in our diocese,
we’ll have a better idea of what we’re seeking – and

The revamping of the process has several practical
implications. First, there will likely be fewer people in
the ordination process, said Koepke.
In addition, no one beginning the process in January will
enter seminary next fall. This offers a clear break between
the old and new discernment processes in the diocese.
Another major focus is formation after seminary.
“Bishop Breidenthal’s view is that the role of seminary
is to form a mind, heart and soul for ordained ministry,”
Koepke said. Practical matters such as developing a budget, working with vestries and continuing development
of pastoral skills are best done in a post-seminary experience. The bishop and the Commission of Ministry expect
to strengthen the relationship between a newly graduated
seminarian and a priest mentor. With fewer people in the
process, there will be more money in the diocesan budget to support the placement of a priest intern based on
the strengths of the intern and the mentor.
“Instead of looking at where we need to put a priest
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who have helped low-income people secure several million dollars in tax refunds, credits, and public benefits
that enable them to reduce the gap between income and
the cost of necessities.
There is currently an opening on this award-winning VISTA team in Greater Cincinnati. Anyone interested should contact Dustin Speakman immediately
(614.221.4336 or Dustin@oashf.org). This national
service position provides a stipend, health insurance,
and the possibility of an AmeriCorps scholarship, which
can be used to pay for future tuition or past educational
loans.
ECSF provided start-up matching funds for the VISTA
team from a grant to this diocese from the Jessie Ball
duPont Fund to engage churches in public benefits
outreach. ECSF’s executive director Ariel Miller serves
on the VISTA team’s steering committee and provides
a faith perspective for project participants through a
regular column in the newsletter sent to all Ohio Benefit
Bank counselors.

Ministry Day

Learn what ministry is all about! Those interested in seeking to discern
his/her ministry, whether that be ordained or lay, should plan to attend
Ministry Day at Procter Camp & Conference Center, accompanied by
his or her rector, vicar or priest in charge. Ministry Day (formerly known
as Explorer’s Day) has been designed as a ministry formation resource
for all persons seeking ministry discernment. Discernment committees are not to be formed prior to coming to Ministry Day. Deadline
for registration is Jan. 14. Lunch will be offered for $9 per person.
Registration forms and information are available online at www.episcopal-dso.org, Ministry Day link on the homepage.

to fill a gap, the goal is to identify skilled trainers and
mentors and place interns with them. We want to staff by
strength instead of by need,” Koepke said.
He cautioned that the Commission on Ministry and
bishop are still in the early stages of recasting the discernment process.
“We’re building a bicycle as we go,” Koepke said.
“There will be more changes as we figure out our vision,
discernment and mission strategy. But these changes all
are an outgrowth of our emphasis on formation. That’s
the taproot, the underlying value.”

NEWS

Second Life: Virtually spreading the Gospel
FROM PAGE 1

and fellowship.

Here are excerpts from the interview
with Mary Wanamaker:
What is Second Life?
Second Life is a three-dimensional
social networking platform. It’s an immersive, interactive environment where you
can go online and really have a second life.
You can meet people, form community
and buy land. You can even do church.
Anything that you can do in first life (real
life), you can do in Second Life. You
can move into a neighborhood, meet the
neighbors, attend community events and
go out dancing.
Right now, I’m renting a house on a
little tropical island.
Most people have pretty hectic “first
lives.” How do you have time to live
your first life --- and Second Life?
Second Life is a very compelling place.
It’s a great place to go and explore your
creativity. It’s a very interactive world.
Before I joined (in July), whenever I had
downtime, I found myself doing very
passive things, like watching TV or vegging out. When I’m in Second Life, I can
meet people. I develop skills. I learn how
to build things. It’s such a plastic – totally
malleable – environment. It takes a while
to get into it. It takes a bit to learn how to
stand up and walk around, but once you
get your footing, it’s really a lot of fun.

“I believe that our mission as Christians is to carry
the Gospel wherever we go. That is no less true now
that we are venturing into the strange new lands of
cyberspace as it has been in the past.”

Tell us about the art exhibit.
The leader of our group, Mark Brown (a
deacon in New Zealand), was contacted by
Kate Robbins (Trudy Takacs in Second Life)
in Connecticut. She’s a longtime follower of
the Episcopal Church Visual Arts project and
their online work. She brought the idea to
us that we might want to have an exhibit on
Epiphany Island.
We decided the place to start would be with
an Advent exhibit. We contacted all of the
artists and got their permission to exhibit in
Second Life. We’re also using this as a fundraising project for the Second Life cathedral,
so the majority of the artists gave us permission to sell copies of their work. People can
buy the portraits to hang in their virtual houses
or give them as Christmas gifts to their virtual
friends. We’re selling them for 200 Lindens
(Second Life money – the equivalent of about
75-cents).
It’s been really successful. We’re happy
with the number of visitors and plan to do
more exhibits.

Do you think Second Life – this cathedral
– is the church of the future?
This is an aspect of the church in the future.
I wouldn’t say it’s THE church. I don’t want
to see us move away from our incarnational
ministry. We’re not going to neglect our faceto-face time with our real communities. We
still must get out there and interact in the real
world. We’re still supposed to be in the world
and aware of what’s going on around us, to
feed the hungry and house the homeless.
How much time do you spend in
But this type of 3-D social networking
Second Life each week?
is going to be more and more an aspect of
I’m probably there a few hours a day. So
people’s daily lives. Twenty years ago, no one
maybe 20 hours or so a week.
would have imagined the Internet would play
the role it does in our daily life. Second Life
Some critics say Second Life is a poor
is considered by many to be the next stage of
substitute for real-life connections and
development on the Internet.
communities. What do you think?
A lot of people try out Second Life because
This is not a replacement for your real
it’s a place for them to be someone new, to
life. We call real life “real life.” We don’t
do things they would never try in real life.
lose the distinction. The goal is not for this
I heard an interview with one of the foundto replace your real life. But it’s a wonderers of Second Life who said that as they’ve
ful way to reach out and meet people that Top left: Mary Wanamaker at a coffee hour at Trinity, Capitol Square in Columbus
monitored the activity, they’ve learned that
you wouldn’t have the opportunity to meet Top right: Wanamaker as Cady Enoch in Second Life. Cady is an “avatar” -- a virat first, a lot of people want this wildly
otherwise. You exchange ideas, learn from tual representation of Wanamaker. Some avatars are fairly realistic. Others, say
different people and gain wisdom from Wanamaker, are “completely wild and crazy.” Bottom: A view of the Anglican Cathedral hedonistic Second Life with immediate sexual gratification, a big house on the hill, a
them.
on Epiphany Island in Second Life. The arrow indicates the site of the art exhibit.
swanky car. But after a few months, they
This is not to replace what you’re doing
want more. They realize those things aren’t
in the real world. We’re not saying, ‘Go to
tin. You find a seat in the pew, and then the officiant
church in Second Life and stop going to church in your normally types out the portion in text. People in the enough, and they start searching. I think there are a lot
real life.’ We’re not saying that at all. This is in addition. congregation can either type their response or say of lost souls, and I think it’s good to have a place like
it to themselves, wherever they are. Often, there’s a the cathedral, where they can come and be safe and
Share with us what it’s like going to church in sermon. Typically the person pre-records the sermon. find something that might be missing in their Second
Second Life.
Then people in the congregation press play and hear Life – and real life.
I believe that our mission as Christians is to carry the
The Anglican Cathedral in Second Life has five servic- the service through streaming audio. There’s always a
es a week. It’s a big challenge to find the time to hold the time for prayers. People share a lot of really moving Gospel wherever we go. That is no less true now that we
services because we have people from all over the globe. and touching things. I try to go to Second Life service are venturing into the strange new lands of cyberspace as
The services are usually Evening Prayer or Compline every week. It never supplants my morning service at it has been in the past. Behind all the strange new beings
– all out of the Book of Common Prayer.
Trinity, but if I’m home on Sunday afternoon, I’ll go we may encounter in Second Life are real people, with
When you arrive at the cathedral, there’s a place to service on Epiphany Island too. After the midday hearts and minds and souls, all in need of the radical
where you can obtain a card with the service bulle- service (in Second Life), we have a weekly Bible study hospitality of Our Lord.

To see the Episcopal Church Visual Arts exhibit on Second Life, visit http://secondlife.com/
Must be 18 to enter Second Life
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A light shines in the darkness
W O N D E R F U L C O U N S E L O R , M I G H T Y G O D, P R I N C E O F P E A C E

ALL SAINTS, PLEASANT
RIDGE > > > >
During the Christmas
Concert, members of the
All Saints Choir and parish
musicians offered a selection of their favorite vocal
and instrumental music
for Christmas. At the end
of the concert, the Rev.
Anne Warrington Wilson
told the children some
stories about St. Nicholas
and then he appeared! He
offered each child chocolate coins and oranges.
ST. TIMOTHY’S, ANDERSON TOWNSHIP
At the annual St. Nick’s Dessert, children
participate in a number of arts and crafts
projects along with a visit from Santa Claus
and his helpers.

ST. ANNE’S, WEST CHESTER
Bishop Breidenthal blesses an angel.

< < < ST. PHILIP’S,
NORTHSIDE
More than 800 boxes
of food, household and
hygiene items were distributed by the Feed The
Children Charity and
Cincinnati Bengals Chad
Johnson to nearly 400
Northside homes. Here,
St. Philip’s member and
children’s author Sally
Miller entertains Shawna
and Tyale as their parents shop at the choice
pantry Christmas shop
hosted by St. Philip’s and
CAIN (Churches Active in
Northside).

ST. JAMES, ZANESVILLE
Children “constructed” their Jesse Tree.
From left to right, they are Emerson
Haven, Tyler Tompkins and Ryan Tompkins.

< < < ALL SAINTS, PORTSMOUTH
Danielle and Adam Brooks show
off the advent wreath they are making during Christian education on
Sunday morning.
ALL SAINTS, PORTSMOUTH
St. Nicholas made his annual visitation
to Portsmouth and talked with the little
– and big – kids. Here, Karen Woods
has a special request for the big guy.
St. Nicholas handed out traditional gifts
of nuts, (chocolate) coins and oranges.

ASCENSION & HOLY TRINITY, WYOMING
The Bence family lit the candles and read the prayer
for the second Sunday in Advent, while acolyte Robert
Gomez looked on.
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ASCENSION, MIDDLETOWN
Twenty children and youth presented Papa
Panov’s Magic Christmas in Middletown.
TRINITY, LONDON
Every year the congregation donates
toys to the Holiday Helpers/London
Firefighter’s Christmas toy drive.
Surrounding the Angel Tree are the
61 gifts from the congregation. In
past years, this toy distribution has
blessed more than 700 children.
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NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati East

Beginning in the fall, teen parishioners at St.
Timothy, Anderson Twp., found a new but bare
wooden chair in their meeting space. The chair
represents each teen’s special place at St Timothy’s.
The teens spent hours designing and painting their
special chairs, which are used weekly during their
class time. The painting experiences gave the teens
a chance to bond with each other as well as express
their personal style. Now when they cannot be in
the class, the chair is a reminder to their classmates
to pray for them.

Cincinnati West

St. James, Westwood, continued their partnership
with Taylor Academy, an inner-city public school, by
providing Christmas gifts to 93 students in the 1-3rd
grades at the school. Names of each of the students
were provided on an ornament hung on a giving
tree located in the parish hall. Parishioners took one
or more ornaments and bought a toy or game for
each child. Additionally, mittens, scarves and hats
were collected for students. Generous donations also
provided party supplies, snacks and favors for their
holiday parties. The parish also was able to give each
of the five classroom teachers a gift certificate to an
office supply store to help with the cost of classroom
supplies that teachers so often pay for out of their
own pocket.

Columbus

Trinity, Columbus, an organizational member
of the Columbus Coalition for the Homeless, takes
part in a memorial service for those who have died
throughout the year while homeless. This year
the Interfaith Memorial Service for homeless and
recently homeless individuals who have died in
2007 was held at Trinity Church on Dec. 20. Church
sexton Tom Belcher tolled the bells for each person, and Music Director Kevin Wines played for

The Rev. Daniel Grossoehme, chaplain at Children’s Hospital of Cincinnati,
recently received a Writer’s Award from MEDSURG Nursing journal. Grossoehme,
along with Emily McClung, MSN, RN,and Ann F. Jacobson, PhD, RN, received the
2007 First-Time Author Award for their article, “Collaborating With Chaplains to
Meet Spiritual Needs,” published in the June 2006 issue.
Monica Payne, daughter of the Rev. Ed Payne, has been accepted into the Peace
Corps. She is planning to teach English as a second language to middle school and
high school kids in Romania. Payne recently received a packet from the Peace
Corps with a cover letter from President George W. Bush. She will fly out on May
19, 2008 and return August 1, 2010.
The Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner has written and produced a video for the French
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Cincinnati. The 15-minute video, titled
“Is There a Life in Cincinnati,” features French people living in Cincinnati, telling
what life is like in the city in their own words. Businesses recruiting French-speaking employees can use the video to attract prospective employees to the area.
Cassie Elble, St. Mary, Hillsboro, has been inducted into the National Leadership
Honor Society. Elble is in the graduate program at Wright State University.
Hillary Hudepohl, Christ Church Cathedral, sang and danced as a Copa girl in
the Oak Hills High School production of Copacabana.
The Rev. Rick McCracken-Bennett, rector of All Saints, New Albany, participated in the Columbus Tellabration, part of a world-wide celebration of the art of
storytelling. Storytelling guilds all over the world put on Tellabration concerts to
spread the joy of listening to good stories.
Mary Dillard, parishioner at All Saints, Portmouth, and professor of reading
development and young adult literature at Shawnee State University, has been
named one of the top professors in Ohio and was honored in the December issue of
Ohio Magazine’s 2007 Excellence in Education.

the service. Also at the most recent meeting of the
Columbus Coalition for the Homeless, Kent Beittel
of The Open Shelter, Inc. thanked Trinity Church
for taking them in more than three years ago when
they were moved out of their former facility. Beittel
stated that by allowing The Open Shelter sanctuary
to move into Trinity, they were able to stay alive
and redevelop their advocacy program. The Open
Shelter has since moved to St. John’s Evangelical
Church, where they have a larger facility and fewer
stairs for their clients to navigate.
The Knitting Ministry at St. Andrew, Pickerington,
recently learned that they have inspired the formation
of another knitting ministry in a Roman Catholic parish in Pickerington. The St. Andrew’s knitters gave a
prayer shawl to the mother of a friend of the group.
That gift so touched the visitors and friends of the
recipient that they started the ministry at their Roman
Catholic church.

Dayton

Walkers at St. Christopher, Fairborn, raised $1,650
for CROP Walk. The Fairborn walk raised around
$7,200, so the St. Christopher walkers certainly made
a significant contribution to the cause. CROP walks
raise awareness and funds to fight hunger in the community and around the world.
MOT’s (Mothers of Teens) at St. Paul, Oakwood,
celebrated the holiday season with a potluck gathering and gift exchange. In addition to bringing a side
dish to dinner, MOT’s brought the gift of a teen tip,
book, quote, poem, video or cartoon that helps them
get through the teen years to share with someone else.
The group is open to all past and present mothers of
teens. And everyone knows there is a special place in
heaven for MOTs!

Miami River

The St. Anne, West Chester, website has a “St. Anne
in the Arts” page. Any parishioner who is involved in
an arts performance, such as band concert, dance

recital or drama production, can submit information
regarding the performance for inclusion on the page.
That way, the parish can keep up with and support the
many talents of its members.

Northeast

The first annual Trinity, Newark, no-rehearsal
Christmas pageant took place on Christmas Eve. All
children were invited to just show up and take part.
Anyone with a costume was welcome to bring it along,
but costumes were provided for those without one.

Northwest

Marie Lauzau, parishioner at Trinity, Troy, has
come up with some creative ways to fund her portion
of the MVERN trip to Russia this summer. During
Advent, Lauzau made and sold paper bag luminaries
for people to line their walkways and driveways. Now
for a small charge, she is providing greeting cards for
parishioners to drop a note to those who are prayed for
during the Prayers of the People.

Ohio River

The Tween Youth Group at Redeemer, Hyde Park,
joined up with youth from the Hyde Park United
Methodist Church to sing Christmas carols and hand
out candy canes on Hyde Park Square. After a jolly
night of caroling, they all returned to the church for a
treat of hot chocolate and donuts.

Scioto River

Girls ages 6-10 gathered recently at the home
of Genevieve Tooms, a parishioner at All Saints,
Portsmouth. They spent the afternoon decorating
cookies to give to area outreach organizations. They
also enjoyed a special story with one of Toomb’s
antique dolls. The event is a special time for the young
ladies of the church to bond and to give back to the
community.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the
congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese? Send news to julie_murray@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Julie Murray, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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In what form will you find the Christ child this year? The fact of the
Incarnation in a weak and helpless babe says something significant about
where we focus our search. I am convinced that it is part of our call to exercise a “preferential option” on behalf of the poor, weak, sick and marginalized. The long arc of biblical thinking and theologizing has to do with seeing
God’s care for those who have no other helper. Indeed, Jesus is understood
as that helper for all who fail, by the world’s terms, to save themselves. More
accurately, we understand that Jesus is that helper for all.
One of the great gifts of the way in which those in our cultural surroundings celebrate Christmas is the focus on children and on those who have
few human helpers. We delight in the wonder of children as Christmas
approaches, and many of us make an extra effort to feed the hungry,

shelter the homeless, and care for the needy. The challenge is to let our
seasonal “seeing” transform the way we meet our neighbors through the
rest of the year, and through all the coming years. How might we begin
to see that child in those around us: strangers and aliens (both Immanuel
and Immigrants); wanderers (Homeless, like Mary and Joseph, for whom
there was no room); widows and orphans (Social Outcasts); babe born in
Bethlehem (Palestinian and Israeli alike; or the boy babies whom both
Pharaoh and Herod sought to kill); divine feeder of thousands (Soup
Kitchen worker); and savior of the world (Peacemaker, Bringer of Justice
for All, Reconciler, Just and Gracious Lawgiver...). If God comes among
us as a helpless child, then the divine presence is truly all around us. Where
will you meet Jesus this Christmas?

Local leaders, along with those from the wider church, are already making plans for the continuation of the Diocese of San Joaquin following a
vote to disassociate from the Episcopal Church.
Michael Glass, a San Rafael, California-based attorney who represents congregations and individual Episcopalians who wish to remain in the Episcopal
Church, told Episcopal News Service (ENS) in December that he, local leaders, Chancellor to the Presiding Bishop David Booth Beers, and leaders from
Episcopal dioceses surrounding San Joaquin “are coming together very soon
to finalize our coordinated efforts to provide for the leadership needs, the legal
and pastoral issues, and the financial concerns of our brothers and sisters in San
Joaquin, and to provide for the continuation of the diocese.”
The Rev. Robert Moore will meet with the group as well. Presiding
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori appointed Moore “to provide an ongoing
pastoral presence to the continuing Episcopalians in the Diocese of San
Joaquin,” said the Rev. Charles Robertson, canon to the Presiding Bishop.
Moore is the husband of Bishop Suffragan Bavi Edna “Nedi” Rivera
of Olympia, the daughter of San Joaquin Bishop John-David Schofield’s
predecessor, Bishop Victor Rivera.
“The Presiding Bishop wants the people of San Joaquin to be assured of
her prayers and also of her support in the coming days,” Robertson said.
Delegates attending San Joaquin’s 48th Convention on December 8
overwhelmingly voted to leave the Episcopal Church and align with the
Anglican Province of the Southern Cone.

Robertson said that, while the action in San Joaquin is unprecedented,
“so is the support and love that is rising up in the Episcopal Church.”
At the same time, San Joaquin’s canon to the ordinary says parishes in the
diocese can go through a “period of discernment” to “determine whether or not
they are comfortable with the decisions made by their delegates.” If a parishwide vote shows members are not in agreement, the parish may “appeal to the
bishop for release,” the Rev. Canon William Gandenberger told ENS.
Speaking from diocesan offices in Fresno, Calif., where phones are being
answered with the greeting “Anglican Church offices,” Gandenberger said
he did not know how much time parishes have to discern their future, and
added that mission congregations cannot participate in such a process.
Parishes that decide to remain in the Episcopal Church, even if their
convention delegates supported Schofield, must make their choice known,
“otherwise the bishop might consider them to be a part of this historic vote.”
Mission congregations of the diocese do not have the same option,
Gandenberger said. “They are not free to move in the same way a parish
would be,” he said.
Meanwhile, Glass said his clients are withholding their diocesan assessments, expected to total $200,000 annually, because they are concerned
about paying money to people who are no longer part of the diocese or the
Episcopal Church. Continuing Episcopalians in San Joaquin and their supporters are exchanging information and resources via the Remain Episcopal
at www.remainepiscopal.org.

Continuing The Episcopal Church in San Joaquin

SCHOLAR’S CORNER

How is Adam and Eve’s creation 6,000 years ago related
to recent genome research that indicates man’s divergence
from the chimpanzee 5-8 million years ago?

satisfaction with
this solution.
Another approach says that
between Genesis
– Charles Boenning, Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming
1:1 and Genesis
This question involves the issue of the 5768 began this last Sept. 12 on Rosh
1:2, the earth was
historicity of Genesis and how to deal Hashanah (Jewish New Year).
destroyed
and
By the way, Muslims do not have the
with cases where the Bible does not fit
recreated. All the
same difficulty posed by modern science
with modern science.
findings of science
Modern genetics as well as modern regarding the age of the universe as Jews
(like a great age
geology, paleontology and astronomy all and Christians. This is because the Qur’an
for the universe,
show that the earth is much older than does not give genealogies with lifespans
the existence of
6,000 years old. This causes problems indicated going back to Adam and his
dinosaurs, “cave
for Jews and Christians because Genesis wife (whose name the Qur’an never gives). men”) have to do with that first world. All
provides genealogies going all the way Muslims therefore are able to accept a great of Genesis from the second verse on has
back to Adam and Eve that include how age for the universe, since there are no to do with the second, recreated world that
old each person was when they begat qur’anic verses requiring a young earth.
started anew with Adam and Eve 6,000
There are several ways in which years or so ago. A problem for this theory is
their first child, enabling one to add up the
lifespans in the genealogy and so arrive at Christians (and Jews) have tried to har- that Genesis does not ever say that there was
monize Genesis with modern science. The a previous world.
a date for Adam and Eve.
According to the most well-known most well-known is to say that the Days of
Increasingly popular today among conChristian calculation, that was done by Creation in Genesis One refer not to 24- servative Protestants is the “young earth”
the Anglican Archbishop of Armagh hour days but to very long periods of time, view, which says that all scientific figures
(in Ireland) James Ussher (1581-1656), which when added up, could come to the that date the earth more than 6,000 years
Creation took place in the year 4004 several billion years scientists speak of for old is seriously flawed and mistaken. The
BC, making the universe 6,011 years the ages of the earth and of the universe. I dinosaurs and all other extinct species
old. According to the Jewish calendar, dealt with this attempt at harmonization in the fossils of which are found in sediwhich counts from Creation, the year a previous column and expressed my dis- mentary rock were killed off by Noah’s
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Flood less than 6,000 years ago. This
“young earth” view is propagated by the
Creation Museum recently opened near the
Cincinnati airport in Northern Kentucky.
What all these approaches to the problem have in common is their unwillingness to give up the belief in the Bible
being without any errors of any sort, a
supernatural book of Divine origin. I
find it more defensible to acknowledge
a human origin for the Bible, with the
Bible being a book about God rather
than a book written by God, and to “give
ground” in cases where the biblical text is
incompatible with science or archaeology.
I know that many Christians fear such
“giving ground” will result in the undermining and discrediting of Christianity,
but I think the rejection of science brings
Christianity into disrepute and is the occasion of much scorn and laughter.
The Rev. William Gartig is priest-in-charge
at St. Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati.
Questions about the Bible or other
religious subjects may be sent to 2146
Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES
January

CLERGY CHANGES

CALENDAR

1 - Diocesan offices closed for New Year’s Day.
2-5 – Formation retreat/Canonical exams, at Procter Camp
& Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust,
800.582.1712.
11-13 - Deacons’ School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Kay Sturm at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424.
17 – Intern meeting, at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust. 800.582.1712.
25-27 – Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative weekend, at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at the
Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424.
26 – Anti-racism training at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Training consists of four parts: reading to be done prior to training,
the training day at Procter, work to be completed after training day
and a follow-up meeting that will be scheduled on training day.
This is an anti-racism workshop and not a diversity or multi-cultural workshop. Cost is $10 for lunch. Registration deadline is Jan.
17. Contact: Debby Stokes, 614.933.8715.
26 - Ministry Day at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Learn
what ministry is all about! Anyone interested in seeking to discern his or her ministry – from lay to ordained ministry, should
plan to attend, accompanied by his or her rector, vicar or priest in
charge. Ministry Day (formerly known as Explorer’s Day) has been
designed as a ministry formation resource for all persons seeking
ministry discernment. Register online at www.episcopal-dso.org,
Ministry Day. Lunch will be offered for $9 per person. Contact: Pat
Haug at Diocesan House, 800.582.1712.

The Rev. Katharin Foster retired at the end of December. She served as vicar of
Church of the Epiphany, Nelsonville and St. Paul, Logan.
The Rev. Tom Van Brunt retired on Dec. 31. He had been serving as vicar of
Church of the Good Samaritan, Clermont County. He is available for supply preaching
throughout the diocese.
The Rev. Tom Wray has resigned as rector of St. Thomas, Terrace Park.

REST IN PEACE

Fran Stanton, long-time member of the Stewardship Commission, died Dec. 18
after a long battle with cancer. He was 69. A member of St. James, Westwood, since
1963, Stanton was involved as a member of the diocesan Stewardship Commission for
more than 20 years and served as chair of the commission for eight years. Stanton is
survived by his wife Sue, daughter, Amy Hayward; son, Keith, and two grandchildren.
Services were held at St. James, Westwood, on Dec. 21. Memorials may be directed to
St. James Episcopal Church, 3207 Montana Ave., Cincinnati 45211; the Foundation for
Cancer Research and Education, PO Box 747, Earlysville VA 22936; or the Wellness
Community, 4918 Cooper Road, Cincinnati 45242.
Robert Burson Will, a lifelong member of Trinity, McArthur, died Nov. 28. He was
77. Will had served as senior warden of Trinity and was very active in the East Region.
He had been president and chairman of the Board of Directors of the Vinton County
National Bank and at the time of his death, he was chairman of the Board of Directors
of Community Bancshares.
Survivors include his wife of 54 years, Ruth Dunalp Will; four daughters, Emily
Oyer, Kathleen Schulz, Laura Landucci and Margaret Will; one son, Thomas Will; one
sister, Sara Crow; and 11 grandchildren. Service was Dec. 1 with the Rev. Bill Pursley
officiating.
Memorials to The University of Rio Grande in memory of Robert Will, Institutional
Advancement, P.O. Box 500, Rio Grande, 45674 or The Trinity Episcopal Church, 202
W. High St., McArthur 45651.

VISITATIONS

February

January
6
Bishop Breidenthal

1-3 – Deacons’ School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Kay Sturm at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424.
15-17 – Exodus V retreat for senior high youth, at St. Cyprian
of Carthage, Columbus. Cost $30. Contact: Roger Speer,
614.330.6797.
16 – Diocesan Council meeting, at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Rob Baldwin, 1st vice-president,
937.773.1241.
17 – Absalom Jones observance at St. Philip, Columbus. 4 p.m.
21 – Intern meeting, at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust. 800.582.1712.
23 – Formation Conference at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. 10 a.m.
29-Mar 2 - Deacons’ School, at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at the Anglican Academy,
800.461.8424
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Bishop Breidenthal

20

Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal

27

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

February
3
Bishop Breidenthal
10

Mark it down!

Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

March 18 – Renewal of Vows, Procter Camp & Conference
Center
May 3 – Mission Convocation at Procter Camp & Conference
Center

17
24

12

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln
Heights
St. Philip, Columbus
Church of the Advent, Walnut
Hills
St. Andrew, Pickerington
St. Michael & All Angels,
Cincinnati
Holy Trinity, Kenwood
Northern Miami Valley
Cluster at Our Saviour,
Mechanicsburg
Good Samaritan, Clermont
County
St. John, Columbus
Ascension & Holy Trinity,
Wyoming
Church of St. Edward,
Whitehall
Holy Spirit, Forest Park
All Saints, New Albany
St. Alban, Bexley

NEWS NOTES
Shawl ministry reaches out to military

Celebrate Appalachian Sunday on Feb. 3

The Shawl Ministry at St. Peter, Delaware, is participating in a “hugs for the home
In 2005, Diocesan Convention adopted a resolution to promote awareness of and
front” shawl project. Crafters are knitting and crocheting shawls for every wife, partner financial support for Appalachian ministry. The resolution also called for congregaor mom whose loved one will be deployed for a year in Kuwait with the 1st Battalion of tions to set aside a Sunday to honor and celebrate Appalachian ministry. The diocesan
the 134th Field Artillery Regiment of the Ohio National Guard, under
Episcopal Appalachian Ministry Commission has designated Feb. 3,
the command of St. Peter’s parishioner, Steve Schemine. The Battalion
the last Sunday after Epiphany, as Appalachian Ministries Sunday.
consists of five companies based in Marion, Medina, Urbana and two in
All congregations will receive a packet, including a bulletin insert
Columbus. They leave for Ft. Hood, Texas, on Jan. 6 and will depart for
and liturgical resources. The information also will be available online
Kuwait in mid-March. Together, the comprise about 340 troops.
at www.episcopal-dso.org, Programs/Ministries, Appalachian minisThe Guard’s Family Readiness Program will help deliver the shawls Kudos to St. Paul’s, Oakwood,
try. Contact: the Rev. Carol Callahan at joyfuldeacon@yahoo.com or
across Ohio. We will not know the recipients’ names, or their sizes, or for coverage in the Dayton
937.444.2324.
their genders, but St. Peter’s Shawl Ministry asks that you pray as you Daily News of their Quiet
stitch for the recipient of your shawl—and for the loved one who is Christmas service. Also, the
deployed.
Rev. John Johanssen and his
The shawls should be rectangular, knitted or crocheted, and about family were featured in The
24 inches wide and 60 inches in length. Please, no black shawls and no Columbus Dispatch for their
Episcopal Retirement Homes’ Parish Health Ministry will hold its
fancy patterns.
Thanksgiving tradition.
2008 Refresh Your Soul conference on Friday, Feb. 29 and Saturday,
Please contact Jacque Kimball, who facilitates St. Peter’s shawl min- Are you in the news? Let us
March 1, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Blue Ash (5901 Pfeiffer Road).
istry, at 740.363.4555 or hugsforthehomefront@columbus.rr.com.
This year’s theme is “A Rule of Life When Life Changes the Rules.”
know! Send the article – or a
The weekend of renewal will include a keynote presentalink – to Richelle Thompson at
tion
from the Rev. Margaret Guenther, M.Div., Ph.D., who
richelle_thompson@episcopalis
a
well-known speaker and author of numerous books relatChrist Church Cathedral will host The Snowball Dinner Dance dso.org .
ed
to
spiritual direction and prayer. Watch for additional event
on Jan. 25 from 6:30-11 p.m. It will feature live music and gourmet
information
at your church and online at EpiscopalRetirement.
fare to warm hearts of all ages. A portion of the proceeds will go to
com.
Call
800.835.5768,
ext.
4223
for
more
information.
an Outreach Ministry. Come for an evening of fun and fellowship, group tables can be
A
silent
auction
will
compliment
the
conference
once
again
this
year,
with
proceeds
reserved. Please join us and get to know your friends at the cathedral. For more inforbenefiting
ERH
Parish
Health
Ministry.
Auction
donations
are
needed
to
make
the
mation, visit the website at www.christchurchcincinnati.org
event a success. Informational packets will be mailed to all partnering church leads in
early January; please consider a personal gift and/or donation from your church.

Telling the story,
sharing the faith

Save the date for Refresh Your
Soul 2008

Cathedral hosts Snowball

Council of Churches holds
annual conference

St. George’s publishes cookbook

The Ohio Council of Churches’ annual Ministry Convocation will explore Religion
and Politics. Held Jan. 28-29 at the University Plaza Hotel in Columbus, the conference
includes workshops such as Women and Politics, Faith and Legislation, Politics in the
Pulpit, Faith and Environment and Faith-based Advocacy. Workshop leaders include:
The Rev. Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr. pastor of the 8,000-member Trinity United Church
of Christ in Chicago, Illinois since 1972; the Rev. Dr. Katharine Rhodes Henderson,
an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) who has served as Auburn
Seminary’s Executive Vice President since 2000; and the Rev. Dr. Bernice Powell
Jackson, president of the North American Region of the World Council of Churches.
To learn more or to register, visit www.ohcouncilchs.org

St. George’s, Dayton, published a cookbook in 2004 in honor of the 50th anniversary
of the parish -- Recipes and Remembrances: Around St. George’s Tables.
Quail Ridge Press, publisher of the Best of the Best cookbook series has published
a new edition of Best of the Best from Ohio Cookbook, which includes recipes from
Recipes and Remembrances: Around St. George’s Tables.
This revised edition of Best of the Best from Ohio Cookbook is available at bookstores, kitchen and gift shops, online at www.quailridge.com or by calling 1-800343-1583 for $16.95. The original cookbook,Recipes and Remembrances: Around
St. George’s Tables, is available by sending $7.50 plus $2.50 postage to St. George’s
Episcopal Church, 5520 Far Hills Avenue, Dayton 45429.

Convention: Report on resolutions
R07-3 A resolution opposing the unfair lending practices
within the payday lending industry
Action item: Resolved, that the secretary of this Convention is
directed to send a copy of this resolution to the Ohio Coalition for
Responsible Lending and to all the delegates of the Ohio General
Assembly within seven days of the close of Convention.
Response: Copies of the resolution were sent electronically
to the Ohio Coalition for Responsible Lending and all members
of the state legislature on Nov. 14, 2007 (four days after convention).

appointment. Contact the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust at 513.421.0311
orVicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org if you are interested
R07-6: Calling for the study of environmentally sustainable
economic development
Action item: Resolved, that the bishop will establish an ad
hoc committee whose task it will be to consult with the diocesan
committees, deaneries and congregations as they undertake to
study the relevant issues.
Response: Names of interested people are being collected
and considered for appointment. Contact the Rev. Canon Vicki
Zust at 513.421.0311 orVicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org if you are
interested
Action item: Resolved, that the secretary of convention be caused
to send a copy of this resolution to the conventions of the dioceses
of Ohio, Kentucky, Lexington, West Virginia, Pittsburgh, Central
Pennsylvania, Bethlehem, Northwest Pennsylvania, Maryland,
Tennessee, East Tennessee, Georgia, Upper South Carolina, North
Carolina, Western North Carolina, Southwest Virginia, Alabama,

R07-4: Endorsing the formation of an Ohio Interfaith
Power and Light
Action item: Resolved, that a task force be formed which will
prepare information kits for parishes to use in educating parishioners on strategies and resources for cutting dependence on fossil
Delegates at the 133rd Diocesan
fuels.
Convention vote on the resolutions.
Response: Names of interested people are being collected
and considered for appointment. Contact the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust at 513.421.0311 and Mississippi.
or Vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org if you are interested.
Response: Copies of the resolution were sent to the secretaries of the conventions in
all of these dioceses on Nov. 20, 2007.
R07-5: Calling for the care and support of pregnant women
Action item: Resolved, that the Bishop and Diocesan Council or an ad hoc commitR07-10: Developing a coordinated response to support veterans
tee appointed by them be directed to compile and distribute to all congregation a list
Action item: Resolved, that the Bishop appoint a Veteran’s Task Force to develop a
of educational resources consistent with the whole of Resolution A054 of the General plan for this coordinated effort.
Convention 1994 to help clergy and congregations ministering with women who are
Response: Names of interested people are being collected and considered for appointpregnant.
ment. Contact the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust at 513.421.0311 or Vicki_zust@episcopalResponse: Names of interested people are being collected and considered for dso.org if you are interested
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Lectionary group answers ‘holy longing’
Christ. It’s wonderful. I think we would be healthier
clergy if we all had a group like this. It’s a safe space.
We know that we’re being loved and nurtured. It’s good
for the soul.”
In seminary, entire semesters are devoted to discussIn more than 20 years of ministry, this is the first time
ing the lectionary, giving time for students to explore
Hull
has been part of a clergy lectionary group. She has,
together the nuance of a particular phrase or to pull out
of course, led Bible studies and lectionary groups for
the Greek and Hebrew books for a thorough exegesis of
members of the congregation, but the experience of an
a word in Scripture.
all-clergy – and newly ordained – group has
The Rev. Judith Doran, the Rev. Ruth Paulus
been re-energizing.
and the Rev. Jane Gerdsen, all recent semiBishop Will you be diligent in the reading and study of the
“I was ordained in 1984. How many trips
nary graduates, found they missed that group
Holy Scriptures, and in seeking the knowledge of
around the lectionary is that?” asked Hull,
discernment and discussion time once they
such things as may make you a stronger and more
rector of St. George’s, Dayton, and a 1984
entered the priesthood.
able
minister
of
Christ?
Bexley graduate. “To be with a new genera“About a year ago, we were talking about
tion of priests, talking about the text, has made
how it’s kind of a rude awakening to get out
Answer I will.
my own thinking that much more productive.
of seminary and suddenly have homilies to
We have a wonderful time brainstorming the
write every week,” said Paulus, a 2005 Bexley
text, and I often leave with a sermon roughed
Excerpt from the Examination during the Ordination of a Priest
Hall graduate who serves as rector of St.
out in my head.”
liturgy, Book of Common Prayer
Christopher’s, Fairborn.
Recently, the group has become a bit ecuTo meet that need, the women began a lecmenical,
with a United Church of Christ
tionary group. In time, another Bexley graduit
into
practical
application.”
pastor
occasionally
joining
them. For the core group,
ate, the Rev. Carol Hull, joined them.
The weekly gatherings have informed and improved the diversity of voices makes the discussion richer and
“For me, this was borne out of a sense of necessity,”
said Doran, class of 2006 and an assistant at St. Paul’s, their preaching, the women said. Each woman reads it deeper.
“This is such a holy time for us,” said Doran. “It’s a
Dayton. “This allows us to be intentional about our study differently, bringing her own perspective and context to
of the Scripture. It allows us to share holy time about the understanding of the Scripture. The meetings also way to be intentional about what our ordination vows
have become a place for mutual support. The women calls us to do. They tell you do that in seminary – to be
what this Gospel is calling us to do and to preach.”
When the group began, they invited male priests too. have committed to praying for each other and share accountable to one another as you discern with others the
their journeys of ministry – the frustrations and the joys. faith and what this Gospel is calling us to do and say as
But the men didn’t come.
“We didn’t set out to do a woman-only lectionary Three of them also have started a path of group spiritual Christ’s body in the world.
“This fulfills that need to sit with others as we sit
group,” Doran said. “But I think ultimately it’s been a direction.
“We encourage self-care and spirit nurturing,” said with the Gospel,” she said. “It answers for me a holy
good thing. As women, we see the world differently.
When we get together, there’s a real sharing and sense of Paulus. “This is another way of being the body of longing.”

BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

A MISSION MINUTE
All the Christmas celebrations are over,
and we are in a new church year.
The season for giving and goodwill long
associated with Christmas has
passed, and we no longer have all the
pleas for toys for the children or food for
the hungry that we so easily answer in
the Christmas season.
But we must remember…….people do
not stop being hungry when Christmas is
over, and children still need reminders
that people care for them, especially
when they are cold and hungry.
Let our giving and good will be with us
all every day of the year, and let us give
cheerfully from our bounty even when we
are not reminded.

spiritual growth and formation. For me, it’s like making
bread. We get the ingredients together: the flour, yeast,
water and salt. And we change it into something else and
end up being something new and wonderful.”
The women meet on Monday afternoons, following a
model they learned in seminary.
“Seminaries encourage this type of community discernment,” said Doran. “We’ve taken that model and put

Voluntary Simplicity:
What matters most
BY THE REV. DCN. CRAIG FOSTER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
My wife Kathy and I just completed a course called
Voluntary Simplicity. It consisted of eight weeks of
reading selected articles and discussing them in a small
group. Our group was comprised of people of varied
social, spiritual and economic backgrounds. The diversity made for great discussions!
Voluntary Simplicity is defined as “a movement, a
practice, and for many, a purposeful way of living in a
complex, consumptive society.” We focused on methods
to reduce to essentials, to streamline while at the same
time improving the quality of life and reducing expenses
and environmental impact. We focused on determining
what simplicity means to the individual, from going back
to nature and raising your own food to increased technology in order to telecommute and work from home.
Perhaps what impacted me the most was the concept
of the Fulfillment Curve. Basically, the notion is that we
spend money initially to survive, to provide food, clothing, shelter and transportation. As we gain more, we
spend to increase comfort, and we are fulfilled by this
spending. Maybe we are fortunate and can gain little
luxuries and feel more fulfilled. We learn that money
equals fulfillment so we strive for more money to get
more luxuries. We reach the peak, but we keep spending. Only we begin to feel less fulfilled. And that is the
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trap. More things does not mean more fulfillment.
What have we done in response to these impressions?
First of all, the class was an affirmation to Kathy and I
that we are heading in the direction of a simpler life.
We have been removing clutter and simplifying how
we live. The class gave us a greater awareness of little
things we can do to positively impact our environment
or save money. For example, do we really need to lather
our hair twice? Is a shirt always dirty after wearing it
once? We purchased two packs of fluorescent bulbs
to replace incandescent bulbs. Our church, St. John’s,
Town Street, is now recycling office paper instead of
sending it to the landfill. These are all small things, but
these little things do add up, one person at a time.
As we approach Lent, a time of prayer and “doing
without,” I encourage you to focus on what actually
improves your quality of life. Is it more “things” that the
world tells us we want? Or is it the simple things, like
living without clutter, a walk in the park, a good book,
time with family? The simplified life makes it much
easier to be close to God, to feel God’s presence in our
lives. I challenge all of us to strive for simplicity, to be
closer to God.
The Rev. Dcn. Craig Foster serves at St. John’s, Town
Street. Contact him at cfos@columbus.rr.com. For more
information about Voluntary Simplicity, visit NWEI.org, cinciearth.org in Cincinnati or in Columbus, simplyliving.org.

REFLECTIONS

Love Song: Closing on the big four-O
The first sermon I gave in public was before a congregation made up of patients from a psychiatric hospital
and their attendants, having a Sunday outing on a fine
fall day. I hadn’t yet been ordained but was doing a
semester of training at the hospital. Why the chaplain
asked me to preach, I don’t know.
Before the service, he asked what I was preaching on,
and I told him 1 Corinthians 13, St. Paul’s wonderful testimony to love. “What part of it?” the chaplain asked. “All
of it,” I answered. Seminarians and beginning ministers, I
learned later, often bite off bigger chunks of scripture than
they should. The service went well, though there were
some surprises. Episcopalians usually don’t shout their
approval or encouragement during the sermon, answer
rhetorical questions, or ask questions of their own.
As I enter my 40th year as a priest, I’ve been thinking
about what I might like to do for my last sermon, if I
knew it was going to be my last, and I’ve settled on love,
on 1 Corinthians 13—all of it. And if I ever give it, I’d
like the congregation to speak up, ask questions, agree,
disagree, encourage.
I came to ordained ministry late, after working a number of years as a newspaper reporter and editor. I served
a year as a university chaplain, and then was called to
be rector of a small parish in Covington, Kentucky. My
bishop, the late William R Moody, met with me before I
left for the new post. His instruction was, “Just go there
and love those people.” I tried to do just that.
Priests usually spent a few years at St. Stephen’s and
then moved on, so the members were used to doing
pretty much everything necessary to run a church. I
found myself with few administrative duties and plenty
of time to spend being a pastor. I visited the elderly and
invalid, visited those in hospitals, sat with families in
times of crisis, visited in the housing projects, called
on people who had stopped coming to church. One of
the latter received me in his garage where he was work-

ing, eyed me suspiciously, and
offered me a beer. He told me
later it was because I joined
him in having a beer that he
came back to church.
An old couple I called on
regularly once said, “We always
feel better after Father Horine’s
gone.” I know it sounds a little
ambiguous, but they meant it in
the kindest way.
I was accepted into the community, not only of the parish but also the neighborhood.
Members introduced me to
their friends and what we had
in the church radiated well beyond it.
Not every person welcomed me. Making calls at a
neighborhood nursing home I met a man who looked up
from the book he was reading, told me he didn’t want
visitors, and resumed reading. Still, I left my card and
thereafter greeted him whenever I happened to meet him.
He spoke, grudgingly, and didn’t invite conversation. I
never saw him with another person.
Months passed and one day the nursing home called
to say he had died and they had found my card among
his things. The county paid for his burial in a cardboard
coffin. Two men carried it and stood by while I read the
burial office. A lonely event.
The man at the nursing home was an exception. I
wanted to connect with him, but he would not or could
not allow it. I loved the people in my parish, and though
we disagreed about this and that during my years there,
they returned that love. It was an extraordinary time. I
would like to describe it but have no words.
I’m grateful for Bishop Moody’s simple charge to me
and for what came from it. Love responded to love, and
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that’s as life should be. We teach that we should love
unconditionally, and so we should. That’s the sort of
love that God gives. Paul described in 1 Corinthians 13:
love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. Love never gives up.
Thomas Merton wrote, “Love is our true destiny. We
do not find the meaning of life by ourselves alone—we
find it with another. We do not discover the secret of our
lives merely by study and calculation in our own isolated
meditations. The meaning of our life is a secret that has
to be revealed to us in love, by the one we love.”
When Ben, a recalcitrant cat, came to live with
Barbara Crafton, he quacked annoyingly all the time
and was standoffish. Barbara began picking him up and
stroking his chin, which cats like, and eventually he
learned he didn’t have to quack and he could return love:
“Love made him lovable! And showing him love made
me love him! It appears that love causes love, then.”
I have imagined God embracing us with his love
and not letting go until we give in and love him back.
I believe we’re meant to follow that example in loving
each other.
Jesus said we should be perfect as our Heavenly
Father is perfect. God’s nature is love, love given and
love invited. We can’t be God, but we can be what we are
created to be—fully human. Love is reciprocal. Loving
others is only half of it. Perfect love is possible only
when we love and keep ourselves available to be loved
in return.
Barbara Crafton concluded, “It seems that [love] is
infinitely available among us, the rich milk of it produced on the spot, on demand, in as much quantity as we
need, if we will only surrender to its delight.”
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese of
Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward
Movement Publications.

Lay theologian: The mystery of the Word
As a child, I learned that the Bible is the Word of God.
The climax of the biblical narrative is the crucifixion
and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Everything in the narrative builds to and then moves
away from that event.
I have come to doubt this framing of the story.
Christmas brought this issue back to the foreground,
when I heard again the prologue to the gospel of John.
As a child, I learned that God saved Noah and his
family from the flood, saved Abraham and Lot from the
destruction of Sodom, and saved Moses and the descendants of Israel from slavery in Egypt. God then gave
Torah to the people of Israel at Sinai. The people strayed
again – and God called them back, through the entreaties
of the prophets. God finally opened the gates of salvation
to all, sending His only Son to die for our sins.
I learned the back-story as a child too.
The back-story is that God inspired the authors of the
biblical narrative. The Word of the LORD came directly
to Moses, the prophets, and other Old Testament writers.
It came directly to the four evangelists, Paul, and other
New Testament writers. But now it comes to us indirectly, through Holy Scripture, a deposit once made.
I have been rethinking this back-story and, along with
that, my notion of the climactic event.
I have always assumed, when reading that “the Word
of the LORD came to the prophet, [so-and-so],” that God
is one thing, the Word another. Now I’m not so sure.
In Deuteronomy and the Book of Wisdom, we are

sustained by God’s word. In
Matthew and Luke, when Jesus
is tempted in the wilderness to
turn stones into bread, he quotes
that line from Deuteronomy to
Satan. In Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and
Revelation, the prophet or priest
eats the words of God written on
a scroll. In Mark, Matthew, and
Luke, the sower sows the word of
God. The author of the letter to the
Hebrews refers to having tasted
the goodness of the word of God.
All this once agreed with my notion that the Word
is one thing, God another. But are grain and scrolls in
these passages of Scripture metaphors for words, or for
the Word?
One thing we learn from the biblical narratives is that,
though God may never change, God occasionally does make
things new. There is sometimes a new revelation, even a
new mystery, that puts familiar things in a new light. For
Anglicans, the incarnation was the ultimate new mystery. The
crucifixion and resurrection derive their meaning from it.
To suppose that there is any genuine mystery is to
accept the worldview of Philo of Alexandria (ca. 20 BCE
– 50 CE). He revised the Platonic division of reality,
which distinguished the comprehensible from the visible. Philo asserted that the divine is incomprehensible
and yet more fully real. There are the physical things we
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can see, the non-physical things we can understand, and
God who is utterly beyond any human understanding.
To gain any access to the divine, we must use metaphors and other devices that point toward God but do
not even pretend to express God fully. That pointing is a
proper task of Scripture.
Moses reminded the people that when God spoke to
them at Sinai out of the fire, they saw no form – for there
was only a voice. We hear God’s voice at Jesus’ baptism,
at the transfiguration, at Saul’s conversion. Indeed, there
is the curious fact that in creation God worked by speaking, not by sculpting. “Let there be light.”
At Christmas every year we hear again the prologue
to the gospel according to John. In the beginning was the
Word. The Word was with God. The Word was God.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
In the leather bound, red-letter King James Version of my
youthful certainty, and in the hard-cover Oxford Annotated
New Revised Standard Version of my tentative, adult searching, I still find all the essential clues to the mystery of the Word.
I sift through them over and over during Morning Prayer.
But I am less convinced than I used to be that the Word
of God is a deposit once made.
The words point to the Word.
The Word became flesh and dwells among us.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor of Philosophy at Wittenberg
University. His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.
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hen the Buckeyes take on the Louisiana State University Tigers at the BCS National
Championship Game on Jan. 7, more than bragging rights are on the line. The Episcopal
Diocese of Southern Ohio and Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal have found a way to feel
doubly good about the Buckeyes winning the game.
In the Win-Win Episcopal Buckeye Challenge, Bishop Breidenthal has pledged to support the
“Bundles of Hope” recovery effort in the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana. For each touchdown scored
by the Buckeyes, he’ll donate $250 from his discretionary fund for a “Bundle of Volunteers,” money
which will help house and feed volunteers who have come to New Orleans to help rebuild. For each
Buckeye field goal, the bishop will pitch in $100.
“I’m ready to write a big check,” says Bishop Breidenthal, a new fan of the Ohio State Buckeyes. “It
will be great to see Ohio State win another championship, but it’s even better to know that these dollars
will help families get back in their own homes.”
The bishop issued a challenge to the more than 25,000 Episcopalians in
To learn more
Southern Ohio: “I’m calling on everyone to join in this win-win challenge. This is
about the
Bundles of Hope a way to support our team as well as our brothers and sisters in Louisiana who are
still picking up the pieces from Hurricane Katrina. There’s no mention of Love thy
program and
Buckeyes in the Bible – but God does call upon us to Love our Neighbors. This
recovery efforts
challenge lets us do both.”
by the Diocese
Hundreds of volunteers from the Diocese of Southern Ohio have helped in the
of Louisiana, visit
recovery efforts in Louisiana and Mississippi, both through financial donations
their website at
to agencies like Episcopal Relief and Development as well as on mission trips
www.edola.org/
spent cleaning, sorting, painting and rebuilding in Louisiana. Still, two years later,
bundlesofhope.
thousands of families in New Orleans and along the Gulf Coast remain homeless.
php
With the championship game being played in New Orleans, the Win-Win
Episcopal Buckeye Challenge offers an opportunity for Southern Ohio to specifically support the Diocese of Louisiana and the people of New Orleans in practical, tangible ways.
Support for the rest of Gulf Coast continues through mission trips and donations.
Louisiana Bishop Charles Jenkins welcomes the assistance from Southern Ohio.
“I wholeheartedly accept Bishop Breidenthal’s generous challenge, although I am concerned that the
Buckeye fans won’t have to buy very many Bundles of Hope. We know they will have a hard time scoring against the Tiger defense,” he says. “We truly appreciate the volunteers and the donations from the
Diocese of Southern Ohio, and we are grateful for the help in rebuilding New Orleans.”
The Diocese of Louisiana has established a program for supporting the recovery effort called
“Bundles of Hope.” The photos at right show some of the recovery work in the Diocese of Louisiana.
• $20 Donation buys a Bundle of Food: This gift helps to feed the hungry in the greater New Orleans
area.
• $50 Donation buys a Bundle of Care: St. Anna’s Mobile Medical Mission and St. Thomas
Community Health Center work in partnership with the diocese to provide wellness care and medical
services to residents.
• $100 buys a Bundle of Activism: The devastation of the floodwaters revealed generations of neglect
and poverty for the world to see. Through sacred activism, the diocese continues to advocate for all citizens regardless of race or creed.
• $250 buys a Bundle of Volunteers: Provide a safe, comfortable place for volunteers to stay while
they are working in New Orleans.
• $1,000 buys a Bundle of Rebuilding: This high-impact gift helps to purchase much-needed building
supplies such as sheet rock, paint, fixtures and appliances to help people get back in their homes.
How will you support your team? How will you love your neighbor?
• Pledge to buy a Bundle of Hope for each touchdown, field goal or first down. This can be done by
congregations, by groups or individuals.
• You decide how much to pledge and for what (i.e. $50 bundle for each touchdown).
• Report your pledge to Richelle Thompson at richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org.
• Watch the diocesan website (www.episcopal-dso.org) for challenge updates.
• After the game, you can donate safely and securely online at www.edola.org/bundlesofhope.php or
send your check directly to the Diocese of Louisiana at Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana, P.O. Box 5026,
Baton Rouge, LA 70821
• We will give a final report after the game and send Win-Win Episcopal Buckeye Challenge certificates to participating congregations.
Get out your scarlet and grey. Get out your Brutus head. Get out your Jim Tressel sweater-vest.
Get out your checkbooks. And GO BUCKS!
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