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130th Convention: Special Session

Delegates approve new plan for election
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
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During morning worship, convention delegates laid hands on the summer camp counselors, praying that they would be vehicles for God’s ministry to the youth. The summer camp counselors led
the worship service, opening with a song that they wrote and arranged. A special collection taken
during the service raised more than $3,200 for the summer camp scholarship fund.

Under a tent for 400 on the lawn of the Procter Camp & Conference
Center, clergy and lay delegates gathered as the body of Christ for
prayer, worship, singing, business and by the end of the day, even some
healing.
The diocese most affected by the House of Bishops’ Covenant
Statement, Southern Ohio had set aside June 11
as the election date for its ninth bishop. Indeed,
For more
when the House of Bishops made the covenant to
withhold consents of the election of any bishop
convention
before the 2006 General Convention, Southern
news,
Ohio already had announced nominees.
see pages
Instead of the original intent for the day, the
reconvened 130th Convention met on June 11
2-5, 15.
and agreed upon a new plan and process for the
election.
The new date for the election is Nov. 11, 2006,
during the diocese’s regularly scheduled convention in Portsmouth. After
considerable discussion, convention also decided that the original nominating committee would be reconvened and may re-open the search process so
they can present three to five nominees to the convention. Further, the petition process will reopen, and the two nominees (one by the Nominating
Committee and one by petition) who withdrew their names from consideration will be invited to rescind those resignations and stand for election.
Convention also approved the first reading of a constitutional change
that would allow a bishop suffragan to become the ecclesiastical author-

SEE CONVENTION, PAGE 5

Can we save the safety net?
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
With superhuman effort, the Interfaith Hospitality Network
of Greene County will shelter 25 homeless families this year.
This will require at least 2,000 hours of volunteer effort from
several congregations, including Christ Church Xenia, six staff
members working hundreds of hours beyond what they are paid
for, and a budget of $116,000 scraped together by grants and
donations.
Meanwhile, more than 500 families languish on Greene
County’s waiting list for affordable housing. “For the first time
this winter, we saw homeless people sleeping on the street and
in parks in Xenia,” reports Cheryl Carter, executive director of
Greene County Interfaith Hospitality Network.
Last December, the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) informed Greene County that it would
have to phase out 110 Section 8 vouchers. “Section 8” is the
federal subsidy program that pays the gap between market-rate
rents and what low-income families can afford to pay. It has

become one of the most important strategies still in place to prevent homelessness.
The National Low Income Housing Coalition, using HUD
data, reports that in Ohio, “a worker earning the minimum wage
($5.15/hr) must work 94 hours a week in order to afford a twobedroom unit at the area’s Fair Market Rent,”
“One of the most troubling aspects of federal budget policy is
the squeezing of the Housing Choice Voucher program (sometimes called Section 8),” says Elizabeth Brown, executive director of the Cincinnati-based Housing Opportunities Made Equal
and chair of the Christ Church Cathedral outreach committee.
“In Hamilton County, the local housing agencies are projecting
that 525 fewer local families will receive the rental assistance
this year. Throughout Ohio, waiting lists for the program are
huge. Many more families qualify for the federal rental assistance than funds are available to help. As those vouchers are
turned in, they cannot be reissued. It’s as if we had simply
demolished 525 units of affordable housing in Hamilton
County.”

SEE SAFETY NET, PAGE 7

CONVENTION

Bishop Thompson addresses convention
My brothers and sisters of the
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio,
I greet and welcome you to this second session of our 130th diocesan
convention in the name of Jesus, our
risen Lord and Savior.
I thank God for you and for those congregations
you represent as delegates. I thank God for Bishop
Price, the Diocesan Council which is the convention
between convention, the Committee on the Dispatch
of Business, the 2005 Summer camp staff, and our
gifted and dedicated diocesan staff, especially the
Procter Camp & Conference Center staff who have
labored and graciously arranged for our gathering.
I heard a story of a man who went to a psychiatrist
and said, “You must help me. Last night I dreamed I
was a wigwam. The night before I dreamed I was a
teepee. What does it mean?” The psychiatrist replied,
“You’re too tense.”
As we gather today under this tent, I am reminded
of the last great diocesan-wide gathering here at the
Procter Camp & Conference Center. It was in 1999,
when we gathered under a tent to dedicate this wonderfully renewed place to God. There was delicious
food, a great band and wonderful music. My late
wife, Russelle, and I danced under the stars with brilliant moonlight reflecting on the lake – the lake that
had not been there, that this diocese built for the
glory of God and for the ministry of this place. It was
the fulfillment of our vision, a spiritual center for our
diocese.
We have come here many times since: youth summer camps, the School for the Diaconate, Presbyters
and Deacons meetings, wardens and vestry gatherings; parish retreats; meetings of committees, commissions and community groups; ordinations; even
weddings in the beautiful Christ Chapel. We were
here last Saturday for the EFM and SOLLI graduations and the ordination of Phyllis Armstrong to the
diaconate. The Procter Camp & Conference Center is
a sign of the embrace of God and the transforming
power of God. We give thanks for this beautiful, holy
place.
It is fitting that we gather here under the heading,
“The Future is God’s.” We need not be tense or anxious. We are in the hands of our faithful God and all
we have needed, God’s hands have provided and will
provide in the future.
A diocesan convention is the church of Jesus
Christ gathered in the power of the Holy Spirit. The
church is the community that bears witness to the
risen life of the crucified Lord. The church’s purpose
is mission. And it is not our mission, but God’s mission, which is at work throughout history.
The church is God’s people, the body of Christ in
the world with which the Lord identifies himself in
order to empower them to carry on His mission. We
are members of the Episcopal Church USA and the
worldwide Anglican Communion, charged to lead
the world into the blessed community of God.
But we labor against an ever-present pull to something smaller, a reduction that enables us to control,
my parish, my church, my diocese. But this faith
community reaches around the world, our brothers
and sisters are Anglican Christians. In the Church of
South India, the Nippon Sei Ko in Japan, the
Province of the West Indies, the Maori diocese in
New Zealand, the Church in the Sudan, Kenya,
Nigeria, Uganda, England, Europe, Palestine, Haiti,
Iran and beyond. We must resist with all our being
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Bishop Thompson lays out his proposals for the election
of the ninth bishop of Southern Ohio.
the pull inward to something smaller. God’s clear
intent is to bless all the families of the earth and the
anticipated hope is that at the name of Jesus, every
knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glory of the Father.
At this time in the life of the church, we are facing
an unprecedented situation. In response to the
Episcopal Church’s 2003 General Convention, the
Windsor Report and the Primates’ Communique
warned about the consequences of our breaching the
bonds of affection in the Communion. The report
stated that there is a real danger that we shall choose
to walk apart. The primates stated in 2000 that “to
turn from one another would be to turn away from the
cross and away from serving the world which God
loves and for which Jesus Christ died.” That is
unthinkable. The House of Bishops in March adopted by near unanimous vote the Covenant Statement,
which reaffirmed our earnest desire to serve Christ in
communion with the other provinces of the Anglican
Communion and to remain in communion with the
Archbishop of Canterbury. We expressed our regret
at having breached the bonds of affection. The
Covenant Statement said, “This extraordinary
moment in our common life offers the opportunity
for extraordinary action. In order to make the fullest
possible response to the larger communion and to
reclaim and strengthen our bonds of affection, this
House of Bishops takes the following provisional
measure to contribute to a time for healing and for
the educational process called for in the Windsor
Report.” The bishops with jurisdiction pledged to
withhold consent to the consecration of any person
elected to the episcopate until the General
Convention of 2006.
In my mind, it’s a price worth paying to help maintain the unity of the Church.
For a bishop to be consecrated after election, the
consents of a majority of the standing committees
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and a majority of bishops with jurisdiction (diocesan
bishops) are necessary. If the consents of either the
standing committees or the bishops aren’t given within 120 days of an election, the election is null and
void. The moratorium embraced by the House of
Bishops’ Covenant Statement effectively meant there
would be no election of a bishop in Southern Ohio on
June 11 as we had planned.
This is not the situation we expected. I looked forward to this day as the day Convention would elect
my successor, the ninth bishop of Southern Ohio. I
was elected 18 years ago today. I know many of you
are frustrated and perhaps angry about the position
we find ourselves in today. I too wish we had not
been forced to change our plans and schedule. But
this is an unprecedented time in the life of our church
and we find ourselves dealing with new circumstances. And we are one of the strongest dioceses in
the Episcopal Church, and we will work within these
circumstances to the glory of God.
The immediate questions before us are:
■ When should our election take place?
■ Who are the candidates in that election?
■ What happens in the meantime in terms of
Episcopal oversight?
After much discussion with clergy and lay leaders
within and beyond the diocese and considerable
prayer, I share the following proposals with you, having first shared them with the Standing Committee.
My primary concern – as I pray yours will be – in
considering these proposals is:
As a leading Diocese in the Anglican Communion,
what will best enable the Diocese of Southern Ohio
to carry out the mission entrusted to us by God?

1. When should our election take place?
I propose moving the electing convention to
November 11, 2006. To hold an election before the
2006 General Convention does not, in my view,
honor the spirit of the Covenant Statement and its
request for a time of reflection, education and discernment. In keeping with Southern Ohio’s history of
looking beyond ourselves to the needs of the wider
church, we must use our time in the coming year to
focus on the ministries of hospitality, preparation and
prayer for General Convention, for the momentous
decisions facing the deputies and bishops and for the
future of our church.
As hosts of General Convention in Columbus – the
second largest convention in the country – many
hundreds of volunteers, most from this diocese, will
put in hundreds of hours of work. To hold an election
shortly after General Convention does not honor the
time and commitment of the hundreds of people who
will be working as volunteers for convention.
We do not want our election of the next bishop of
Southern Ohio to be in reaction to possible controversial issues arising out of General Convention. We
pray our election will focus on the long-term future
of the Diocese of Southern Ohio and the person God
is calling to lead Southern Ohio into the future.
The proposed date of November 11 is a time when
we will be already gathered as the 132nd Diocesan
Convention.

2. Who are the candidates for the election?
I propose we start the search process anew.
Two nominees have withdrawn, one from the nomination committee and another from the petition
process. We currently have three nominees in total.
An election in late 2006 means that the nominees

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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BISHOP’S ADDRESS, CONTINUED
will have put their lives – and the lives of their families and
congregations – on hold for nearly two years. I do not think
that it is fair to the nominees or to their congregations to ask
them to live in limbo for that period of time.
When convention adopted a nominating process in 2003,
they had no way of knowing the unusual turns we have experienced. That nominating process was based on the life of the
diocese and Church as it was in 2003. The 2003 Diocesan
Convention approved a plan that envisioned the ninth bishop
of Southern Ohio to be elected in June of 2005, have some
time as bishop-elect to learn about the diocese and this new
ministry, then become diocesan bishop upon my resignation.
This proposed transition cannot happen now. And three years
in the life of the church is a significant time. We celebrate
every day all that Jesus did in His three years of public ministry.
Furthermore, we are working through the implications of
the Windsor Report and the Covenant Statement. Like many
others around the country, we are exploring the role of mainline Christianity in the world and in our communities. We
must consider what is needed by way of Episcopal leadership
for the Diocese of Southern Ohio, for the Episcopal Church,
for the Anglican Communion, for the nation.

3. What happens in the meantime
in terms of Episcopal oversight?
I could have requested the presiding bishop to waive the
retirement mandate and allow me to continue through the
interim. I will have been ordained 40 years this year. Forty is
a good biblical number. With gratitude for those 40 years and
for all that is past, I intend to resign at the end of the year and
seek new opportunities to serve Christ. And be assured of my
full commitment to serve the diocese with every ounce of my
being for the remainder of my tenure.
I propose that Bishop Price be appointed interim bishop
and ecclesiastical authority of the diocese. Bishop Price and I
have shared this ministry for 10 years. With Bishop Price as
ecclesiastical authority, the continuity of ministry will be
maintained. I have stressed time and again the importance of
not allowing the controversies of the national church and
beyond to distract us from ministry in our local communities.
Bishop Price knows the diocese intimately, and I am confident in his ability to lead it well in this interim period.
Some of you have expressed concern about the workload
this places on Bishop Price. I have talked with Bishop Price,
and I believe that we have a strategy that will help him maintain his health and focus on the ministry of the diocese.
Already seven bishops from Utah to Ohio have offered to
assist Southern Ohio as we have need. I think it’s far better for
our diocese to move forward with Bishop Price as the interim
Ecclesiastical Authority than for the diocese to call another
interim bishop who does not know the diocese and would take
months to get up to speed on its programs and ministry. I
know firsthand, coming from New York to Ohio, how long it
takes to get familiar with the diocese. And I thank God we
have Bishop Price – someone who already knows how to
spell Chillicothe, pronounce Gallipolis and knows the way to
both! Bishop Price will lead well in these unusual times.
Further we must be firm and diligent to protect the unity of
the Church in the face of those who would destroy it.
Some people have voiced concern over the money spent on
the process so far. We have spent $109,000 over two years for
this transition. Of that amount, the Diocesan Convention
budget has contributed $60,500 or 55%. An endowment, controlled by the Trustees of the Diocese, has paid the other 45%.
Since we intend to build upon the foundation of the work of
the former Nominating Committee, it is money well spent.
The results of these expenditures will enable us not to have to
start from square one.
For 2005, there remains about $13,000 in the Convention
budget for transition expenses. These funds would be added
to the endowment money to cover any future costs.
While we are in this time of discernment, transition and
preparation for the new leadership of a new bishop, I am ask-
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ing the diocese to read together the book by Eugene Peterson,
Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places. Peterson is a renowned
theologian, pastor and a prolific author of books on Christian
living and vocation. I believe this shared book study will offer
us an opportunity to connect, reflect and talk with each other
and better prepare as we move into our next stage of ministry.
I believe it will help all of us deepen our covenant with God
and one another as members of the body of Christ. We are
calling this project, “On the Same Page,” not only because of
its focus on a diocesan-wide book study but also of my hope
and expectation that we will be in prayer and dialogue with
one another as we move forward together in the mission of the
church.
I want to take a moment and lift up the work of our nominating committee, led by Mike Krug. They gave unselfishly
to this diocese of their time and talents. When their work was
completed in January, I felt an enormous amount of gratitude
for their 53 weeks of work and service on behalf of the diocese. I praise God for them. My recommendations are not a
reflection of their work but rather the result of changes and
decisions beyond our control. I am thankful for the nominees
and for the almost 100 people who came forward to be considered for election. I hope and pray that if they still feel
called to serve the diocese as it is changing and growing that
they will be a part of this new nominating process. I also give
thanks for the leadership of the Standing Committee and Jon
Boss, the president. They have made difficult decisions, and I
value their work and advice. Yesterday I met with Mike Krug
and Steve Cuff of the former nominating committee and Jon
Boss of the Standing Committee to discuss an amendment
that they and others are proposing. I am glad for the nominating committee’s willingness to take on this additional
work. I commend their amendment to you for your consideration.
The proposals that I have offered today are for your consideration. They are not decisions. The decision regarding
them is yours. The diocesan convention is the highest legislative body in the diocese. I am putting these forward as a place
to start. I am putting them forward that they may be considered by you to discuss under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
I am sure that whatever we decide together, we will embrace
as God’s will for our future.
This is not about Herbert Thompson Jr. This is not about
these fine nominees. This is not about the good work of the
nominating committee or the money already spent. I am
offering these proposals because for the last 17 years, I have
led this diocese and with the help of God, together we have
done extraordinary things. Seventeen years ago, there were
two vocational deacons. We now have 30 actively serving our
congregations and pointing the church toward its mission in
the world. Seventeen years ago, the Episcopal Church was
facing a shortage of clergy and a crisis in the low number of
people under 40 being ordained; we now lead the church in
the number of people discerning calls and preparing for
ordained ministry, with 77 people in our ordination process
and more than 20 percent of the clergy under the age of 40 in
this country have come from the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Seventeen years ago, the Episcopal Church was closing more
congregations then it planted. We now have the second highest number of new church starts of any diocese in the country. I will before I retire dedicate two more church buildings
– Good Samaritan, Clermont County and All Saints, New
Albany. Seventeen years ago, our camping and youth ministry programs had faded to almost nothing. Thanks to the
commitment and work of people like the Rev. Jackie Matisse
of St. Patrick’s, Lebanon, the Rev. Jason Leo of Calvary,
Clifton, and the Rev. Steve Cuff of St. Andrew’s, Washington
Court House, our camp this summer is staffed almost completely by young people who were formed and trained and
empowered for ministry in the camp and youth ministry programs of this Diocese. Our camping curriculum is sought
after by bishops, clergy and youth leaders across the church
because of its vision of empowering and equipping young
people for ministry. I am giving each of you a copy of the
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senior high section of the curriculum, and I commend it to you. With the help of God, we have
accomplished these and many, many more things
together. I want – and more importantly, God wants
– to see you continue to do extraordinary things to
spread the Gospel for many years to come.
My primary concern is for the welfare and mission
of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, for our 30,000 people and 85 congregations, and most of all for those
who will come to know Christ in the years to come
through our ministry and outreach. May this also be
your primary concern. As we debate and decide, let
us keep focused on the ministry of the church. The
purpose of all our decisions must be what helps us
move forward in ministry. Jesus said, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life.” And he said, “A new com-

mandment I give you: That you love one another as I
have loved you.”
Eugene Peterson writes concerning this commandment of Jesus, “Not urged, not encouraged,
not striven for as a goal, but commanded. And
commandment not as one item among others but
as the non-negotiable, centerpiece of the community’s life.”
My fervent prayer is that at the conclusion of this
Diocesan Convention we will, by the Holy Spirit’s
leading, find ourselves on the same page, united in
love for one another and in our plans for ministry
within the Diocese of Southern Ohio and beyond.
Eighteen years ago today, when I received the
news from the Rev. Canon Jim Hanisian that I had
been elected bishop coadjutor of the Diocese of

Southern Ohio, I went outside and sat on a New York
sidewalk. I wept openly and prayed, “O God, help us.
Please help us.” I pray the same for us today.
Let us pray.
“O God of unchangeable power and eternal light:
Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of
your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of
salvation; let the whole world see and know that
things which were cast down are being raised up, and
things which had grown old are being made new, and
that all things are being brought to their perfection by
Him through whom all things were made, your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.”

Convention takes action
ages conflict and change, discerning visionary. The
committee weighed these top three more heavily than
the others: teacher, pastor, evangelist and spiritually
grounded. It would save human and financial
resources (about $100,000 spent so far) in that the
committee is trained and its processes and materials
are in place. It would honor the elections by deaneries and appointments by Standing Committee and the
bishop that formed this diverse committee. It would
retain the current nominees by committee and petition and honor their already completed participation
in our process.

Resolution #1
Be it resolved, that all references in the Resolution
of the 129th Annual Convention entitled
“Concerning the Election of Bishop IX” and all references in Supplementary Rule of Order XIX to
Delegates to the 130th Annual Convention be
changed to Delegates to the 132nd Annual
Convention and all references to “June 11, 2005,” be
changed to the date of the election which has been
reset as established below.
Be it further resolved, that the election of the
Bishop IX be set for Saturday, November 11, 2006.
Be it further resolved, a transition committee be
appointed consisting of the members of the Standing
Committee of the Diocese as constituted following
the 131st Annual Convention.
Passed
Explanation: This resolution set the date for the
election of the Ninth Bishop of Southern Ohio on
November 11, 2006. This is the Saturday of the regularly scheduled Diocesan Convention. The reasons
that Bishop Thompson recommended this date are: 1.
To allow the diocese to focus on the election and not
be distracted by preparations to host General
Convention. 2. To make sure our election isn’t unduly influenced by the controversy around General
Convention. 3. To allow the directions of the
Anglican Communion and the Episcopal Church
after General Convention’s decisions to be more
clear when the election takes place.

Resolution #2
Be it resolved that in order to prepare for the election on November 11, 2006 of the Ninth Bishop of
Southern Ohio a transition committee be appointed
consisting of the members of the Standing
Committee of the diocese as constituted following
the 131st Annual Convention and be the steward of
the nominating process for the ninth bishop of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Be it further resolved, that the Standing
Committee enact an additional period and reconvene
the Nominating Committee to assure the presentation
of a total of three to five Nominees by Committee
using its full selection process and guiding principles.
Be it further resolved, that the Standing
Committee enact an additional period and rules for
receiving Nominations by Petition for consideration
in the election of the ninth bishop of our diocese.

Resolution #3
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Delegates vote on a proposed date of the election.
Be it further resolved, that the current nominees
– by Committee and Petition – be on the ballot.
Be it further resolved, that the Standing
Committee invite any persons who resigned their
standing as Nominees for the ninth bishop of our
diocese to rescind their resignations and stand for
election on November 11, 2006.
Passed
Explanation: The authors of the amendment proposed this rationale: Reopening Nominations by
Committee would honor the Nominating Committee’s
original charge to present three to five Nominees by
Committee. Reopening Nominations by Petition
would retain the opportunity for people of our diocese to nominate others once they have seen the
expanded slate from the Nominating Committee.
Using the current Nominating Committee and
process would recognize that while the church has
changed, the skills and experiences our diocese says
we need in our ninth bishop have not. These skills
are: Empower others for ministry, creatively man-
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(First Reading) Be it resolved by the 130th
Annual Convention of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio that Article II, Section 4 of the Constitution of
the Diocese of Southern Ohio be amended to read as
follows:
Section 4. There may be a Suffragan Bishop in
accordance with the Canons of the General
Convention, whom the Bishop, or Bishop
Coadjutor, in case of their absence or indisposition, may designate as the Ecclesiastical Authority
of the Diocese. Upon the death or during the disability or absence of a Bishop (and in the event
that there is no Bishop Coadjutor) and upon vote
of the Convention, a Suffragan Bishop of the
Diocese may be placed in charge of the Diocese
and become temporarily the Ecclesiastical
Authority thereof until such time as a new Bishop
shall be chosen and consecrated. “Absence” of a
Bishop shall include any period of time following
the effective date of resignation of a Bishop (in the
event that there is no Bishop Coadjutor) and
before the election and consecration of a new
Bishop.
Passed
Explanation: The existing Article II, section 4, exercises a right given to dioceses under the National
Constitution, Article II, section 5, to provide for a bishop suffragan to exercise ecclesiastical authority in the
event of the death, disability or absence of a bishop.
The proposed amendment makes this subject to convention’s approval. This would permit convention to
allow Bishop Price to serve as the interim ecclesiastical authority of the diocese pending the election and
consecration of the ninth bishop of Southern Ohio. To
become effective, the constitutional change would
need to be approved in two readings. The second reading is scheduled for the November convention.
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a firm

foundation
Editor’s Note: Bishop Thompson will retire
as bishop of Southern Ohio at the end of
2005. As part of our salute to his leadership,
ministry and vision,
Interchange is running a column each month highlighting
different moments from his
episcopate. Bishop Thompson reminds us
often that the transition from his episcopate
to that of the ninth bishop of Southern Ohio
is about continuity of leadership in the apostolic succession. Rather than fond nostalgia
for the past, these columns will lift up the
firm foundation Bishop Thompson has built
for the promise and the future of this diocese,
and indeed, God’s church.

On Nov. 9, 1990, in his address to the 116th Diocesan
Convention, Bishop Thompson supported a resolution
before convention to establish an Episcopal Community
Services Foundation.
“(An) imperative arising out of our vision is the establishing of an umbrella diocesan agency, Episcopal Community
Services. In the heart of Christ and, therefore, in the heart
of His Church, must be a concern for those in need,” he
said.
“A task force on Episcopal Community Services after nearly two years of study is seeking approval at this convention
to move forward with a plan that will help us as followers
of Christ respond to the Christian imperative to feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, house the homeless, and more
perfectly care for those in need.
“Through Episcopal Community Services, we can mobilize
our spiritual, financial and human resources in discerning,
developing and enabling ministries to meet those human
needs at the parish level in every community.
“I commend the Episcopal Community Services proposal
before you, and ask that you approve the Episcopal
Community Services plan. I believe it will provide the
structure to order and further our work of social outreach
in the name of Christ.”
While ECSF received start-up funds in its early years from
the William Cooper Procter Fund and the diocesan operating budget, today ECSF is a self-supporting, independent
charity with its own board, the members of which represent congregations all across the diocese. Grant-making
funds come from the voluntary donations of individuals
and congregations, and this year ECSF will distribute
$60,000 in grants to 32 different projects that involve volunteers from half the churches in the diocese.
ECSF staff and board members also provide free consultation to help congregations develop ministries that draw on
the talents, knowledge, and potential of their members.
ECSF also hosts conferences designed to foster collaboration across parish, denominational and class barriers in
fostering community well being. These included regional
urban plunge retreats in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and
Columbus, aided by a grant from the Jubilee Ministries
Office of the Episcopal Church.
To learn more about ECSF, contact Ariel Miller, executive
director, at 513.221.0547 or by e-mail, ECSF@eos.net
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Delegates listen to proposals during the small group discussions facilitated by members of
Diocesan Council.

Delegates weigh
options for election
FROM PAGE 1
ity on the event of the death, disability or
absence of the diocesan bishop. A second
reading at the November convention is
required before the constitutional change
takes effect. The Rt. Rev. Herbert Thompson
Jr., bishop of Southern Ohio, plans to resign
after his 72nd birthday on Dec. 11, 2005, as
required by the Episcopal Church’s
Constitution. The Rt. Rev. Kenneth Price Jr.,
bishop suffragan, has served the diocese since
1994. He also is the secretary of the House of
Bishops.
In his address, Bishop Thompson called upon
delegates to put aside any personal concerns and
make decisions for the good of the diocese.
“My primary concern is for the welfare and
mission of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, for
our nearly 30,000 people and 85 congregations, and most of all for those who will come
to know Christ in the years to come through
our ministry and outreach. May this also be
your primary concern,” the bishop said. “The
purpose of all our decisions must be what
helps us move forward in ministry.”
After the address, delegates gathered in
smaller groups to discuss the bishop’s recommendations for a new election process as well
as other proposals. One amendment proposed
delaying the election until 2007 and calling an
interim bishop. Another called for April 1,
2006, as the election date. Both failed to garner enough support.
One major concern for delegates regarding
an early election was that Southern Ohio is
host to the 2006 General Convention in
Columbus. Hundreds of volunteers will be
involved in preparations for the national
church’s gathering, considered one of the
largest conventions in the country.
Delegates weighed carefully the intent of
the House of Bishops’ Covenant Statement,
which called for a time of education, reflection and discussion about the future of the
Anglican Communion, particularly in light of
the Episcopal Church’s election of a partnered, gay man as bishop of New Hampshire.
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What’s next?
The Standing Committee is working to set up
a new timetable based on the decisions from
the 130th Convention. The Standing
Committee has been in contact with the five
people who were nominees before the House
of Bishops’ action in March. The Nominating
Committee plans to meet in early fall to map
out its strategy. Diocesan Council has adopted a draft budget, crafting some flexibility
depending on decisions by delegates at the
131st Convention.

Some argued that Southern Ohio should
respect this period of reflection and postpone
an election until after General Convention.
Others said an early election would generate
excitement in the diocese as it prepares to
welcome the national church.
Bishop Thompson had proposed a new
search for nominees, citing the changing circumstances in the national church and the
Anglican Communion. Convention delegates
decided instead to build upon the work of the
original Nominating Committee. They also
appointed the Standing Committee as the
transition committee and should serve as the
“steward” of the nominating process.
After the decisions were made, the Rev.
John Bower, interim rector of St. Simon’s of
Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, took the microphone.
“I came here convinced that whatever came
out would be the will of the Holy Spirit, and I
believe that is what happened,” he said. The
delegates applauded.
The current nominees for the ninth bishop
of Southern Ohio are: the Very Stephen H.
Bancroft, dean of the Cathedral Church St.
Paul in Detroit, Mich., the Rev. Stephen
Wendfeldt, rector of St. Peter’s Church, Del
Mar, Calif., both nominated by the
Nominating Committee, and the Rev. Canon
George Hill III, rector of St. Barnabas,
Montgomery, nominated by petition.

NEWS

On the Same Page: An interview with the author
Bishop Herbert Thompson Jr. has called upon
every congregation in the diocese to read and discuss
the book, Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places. A
study guide is being developed and will be available
online at www.episcopal-dso.org, under Ministry
Resources, On the Same Page.
The author, Eugene H. Peterson, is not granting
any new interviews, but here are excerpts of an
online interview provided by the William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, which published the
book.
What is spiritual theology?
Spiritual theology is lived theology, or theology
lived. It is the truth that is articulated in theology and
Bible, but then lived, embodied in the ordinary life of
baptized Christians. For a long time in the western
church — well over a thousand years — there was no
separation between theology and spirituality. They
were the same thing. But then a separation developed
between the monasteries and the universities — the
monasteries took charge of the living/praying and the
universities took charge of the thinking/theology.
(The separation was not nearly as radical in eastern
orthodoxy.) We've been trying to get them on speaking terms with each other ever since.
Describe the “Americanization of spirituality.”
Spirituality commodified into a technique or
means for serving the American creed of “pursuit of
happiness.” Spirituality functionalized to helping me
meet my self-determined goals. It is a spirituality in
which the ego pushes the trinity to the sidelines and
takes over center stage. Spirituality as a program that
I and a few well-organized others can use to accomplish whatever cause or goal we agree upon — even
when (especially when!) the goal is religious. It is
spirituality used as an adjective to describe my life
instead of the working of the Spirit in my life.
What is the difference between what you are
trying to do with spirituality and the kind of spirituality prevalent in mainstream culture?
I am trying to recover a respect for the life of the
Spirit that is revealed in Jesus and the Scriptures in
contrast to a life that is defined by consumption and
achievement, competition and psychological profiling. I am trying to develop an imagination that is
immersed in the operations of the trinity so that I will
not be constantly seduced into thinking that spirituality is a way of managing my own life and the lives of

others, my life with
me in charge with an
occasional
assist
from the Spirit. I am
trying to practice a
way of language that
is personal, particular, relational, a language of poetry and
parable
and
metaphor, a language that welcomes
mystery and counters the bullying,
propagandizing, sloganeering, cliched
and abstracted use of language that dominates our
schools, our workplaces, our media, and, sadly, our
churches.
Why is it easier to talk about what Christians
believe or what they do than how they live?
We can talk about a belief, formulated as an idea
or doctrine, without participating in it. We can talk
about an action, a behavior, objectively without
engaging in it. But the actual way we live cannot be
objectified or intellectualized — we are what we live.
The only adequate language is the language of prayer
and of love, the supremely relational languages. They
require our soul participation. We can lie or pose
when we pray and love, but usually not convincingly.
It is a lot easier to stick with ideas or behavior when
we talk — and, as a matter of fact, we can usually get
along pretty well, at least in this culture, without risking the suffering and misunderstanding involved in
using the language of prayer and love.
Many of your books are written for pastors.
Why?
When I became a pastor I didn't know how to be a
pastor. I sensed that it was a very complex life in
which I was dealing not only with Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, but with precious souls in a congregation. But when I looked around me it seemed that far
too many American pastors had adopted the language of the market and of the entrepreneur (depersonalizing “souls” into consumers or causes) and had
hired sociologists and psychologists as their teachers
(dismissing the theologians and artists from their
faculties). They were adapting the pastoral vocation

A good job
The Sunday School class at Christ Church,
Ironton, celebrates their award for best float in
the Memorial Day Parade. This is the second
award in the past five years that the class has
participated. This was the 137th year for the
parade, the longest-running Memorial Day
parade in the country. Congratulations!
Is your church or ministry group doing
something special?
Send in a photo and information to:
Richelle Thompson
c/o Interchange
412 Sycamore St.
Cincinnati, OH 45202
e-mail: richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org
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How to get the book
As a gift, Bishop Thompson sent copies of Christ
Plays in Ten Thousand Places to all of the parochial
clergy of the diocese. The Faith in Life Committee
has offered to purchase 500 books for lay members
of the diocese (on a first come, first served basis).
You’re welcome to order
as many as you need
but please be considerate of all of the congregations. We want everyone to participate. They
will be shipped free of
charge to the congregation. (Individual orders
are charged sales tax
and shipping – so coordinate your order at the
church to save!)
Order online at
www.episcopal-dso.org,
“On the Same Page” (under What’s New on the
homepage). If all of the 500 books are requested,
you can also order them through the diocesan website. Thanks to the Cathedral Bookstore, the price is
discounted to $15 (cover price is $25). You’ll also
receive free bookmarks for each person participating
in the project! Just indicate how many bookmarks
you would like.
Questions about ordering the books: Geri McDaniel
at 513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712.
Other questions: Cathedral Bookstore:
513.621.1817.
to serve the criteria of success as defined by the
American culture. I wanted to recover, for myself, the
biblical/theological conditions in which I could be a
pastor with integrity — and being a writer, writing
was a way of discovering and articulating what I was
groping after. I wrote those books first of all for
myself, trying to understand and live out in my congregation what I sensed my pastor-predecessors have
been doing for 2000 years. In the process I developed
a sense of urgency and responsibility for recovering
an understanding of the pastoral vocation for my pastor brothers and sisters.

NEWS

Proposals jeopardize safety net
FROM PAGE 1

Resources

Cuts on a fast track
Section 8 is just the tip of the iceberg. As
Interchange went to press, both Congress and the
Ohio legislature were moving swiftly to cut both eligibility and funding for major safety net programs that
will affect millions of vulnerable people, especially
children, disabled people and the elderly living on
fixed incomes. Congress resolved on April 28 that key
committees would have to decide on how to cut $30
billion from mandatory programs. This includes a $10
billion cut in Medicaid and $3 billion in Agriculture
Department funding, with a significant share expected to come out of the food stamp line item. In addition, $212 billion is to be cut from discretionary funding for domestic programs including education, housing, and environmental protection. These cuts are progressive. The loss in discretionary funding rises from
5.9% in 2006 to 13.5% in 2010, even after adjusting
for inflation.
The same budget includes $70 billion in tax cuts.
This will primarily benefit people with incomes over
$200,000 by extending tax cuts on capital gains and
dividends. The Congressional Budget Office projects
that the net effect will be to increase the federal deficit
by $167.5 billion dollars by 2010.
“The conference agreement on the budget resolu- A mother and daughter visit the food pantry at St. James
tion is a clear demonstration of the priorities of the Piqua.
congressional leadership, with significant tax cuts,
especially for wealthy investors, coming at the increased work expectations especially for single
expense of domestic programs, many of which serve mothers,” wrote a delegation of Episcopalians from
vulnerable, low-income people,” according to an Greater Columbus to Rep. Patrick Tiberi (Ranalysis by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, Columbus), after visiting him June 1 to express their
a non-partisan research institution.
concerns. The group criticized the House bill for
attention to education and training. Three
Budget as a “moral document” “inadequate
months is not enough time for work-credited job
This budget has caused an ecumenical outcry.
preparation. HB 240's restrictions on both time and
“We believe our federal budget is a moral doc- the type of skill development seem shortsighted. It
ument and should reflect our historic national eliminates access to the kind of post-secondary educommitment for those in our own country who cation that minimally employable persons will need to
suffer from hunger, lack of education, jobs, hous- earn survival level incomes.”
ing and medical care,” proclaimed an April 28
What’s next?
statement issued jointly by Presiding Bishop
Frank Griswold and Presbyterian, Lutheran,
Once the designated committees in the House and
Methodist and United Church of Christ leaders. Senate decide how to allocate the cuts, Congress is
“There are good programs that can help solve all scheduled to vote on the entire budget in September
of these problems. We know -- we have seen them under “reconciliation” legislation. This process is proat work, and we are doing our part with our own ceeding under special rules that limit both amendprograms. But we cannot do it alone. ments and the duration of debate. With no filibuster
Government must be a partner in providing allowed under these rules, the budget can pass with a
opportunities for our fellow women and men to simple majority in both houses instead of the 60%
pursue their God-given gifts.”
needed to end a Senate filibuster.
In the beginning of June, the Ohio Legislature
“The whole social safety net is in jeopardy through
was finalizing a budget that combined $259 million both the president’s budget and Congress’ budget resin tax cuts. The same budget eliminated prescrip- olution passed on April 28.,” says John Johnson of the
tion coverage for 15,000 indigent adults who Episcopal Church’s Office of Government Relations.
depend on medicine to survive and cut 25,000
Mary Wachtel, a member of St. Stephen’s,
working, low-income parents from Medicaid sim- Columbus, who works for the non-profit advocacy
ply by moving the income level of eligibility from group, Voices for Children, puts it more bluntly:
100% of poverty to 90%.
“Frankly, there’s another big, huge, fat tax cut in there,
Anti-poverty advocates from mainline churches are and that’s why we’re having to cut so much from the
also very concerned about proposed changes in the safety net.”
rules and funding for other important programs
Johnson advises the entire religious community call
including cash assistance and child care. The House on Congress to oppose the budget reconciliation. If
and Senate are wrangling once again over key provi- the budget is defeated in early fall, Congress will have
sions of Temporary Assistance to Needy Families no alternative but to use a continuing resolution to
(TANF), which needs to be reauthorized. This is the keep the government running after Oct. 1 and will
Welfare Reform legislation of 1997 that set time lim- have to start the budget debate over. The continuing
its on eligibility for public assistance and tied it to resolution would at least keep social funding at current
work requirements.
levels.
As of early June, the House bill to reauthorize
“Rise up,” Johnson says. “Call your senators and
TANF would expand required work hours to 40 hours congresspersons and charge them with the responsiper week. The bill’s proposal to add $1 billion for child bility of defeating the budget reconciliation, in the
care “doesn't even cover inflation, not to mention the same name of those Christ calls them to serve.”
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To track budget changes in Congress,
■ the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities,
www.cbpp.org,
■ the Episcopal Public Policy Network, www.episcopalchurch.org/eppn.
For information on housing policy and funding:
■ Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio,
www.cohio.org
■ National Low Income Housing Coalition,
www.nlihc
For news on food security and funding:
■ Ohio Association of Second Harvest Food Banks,
www.oashf.org
For analysis of the state budget and its impact
on the poor:
■ The Center for Community Solutions,
www.CommunitySolutions.com

Could you manage?
“I used to give a welfare test,” says Cheryl Carter,
executive director of the Interfaith Hospitality
Network of Greene County. “This is your budget. Now
come up with rent, electric, gas and water. Now you
have to pay child care, insurance and food. No one
could pass it.”
Suppose you were a single mother, divorced from
an abusive husband and raising two preschoolers
on wages from a full-time job. Could you keep a
roof over your children’s head?
Not unless you were earning at least $12 an hour more than twice the federal minimum wage. In Ohio
today, one in four working families with children
cannot afford food, shelter, child care and health
care. Tax credits and public assistance are critical to
keeping many working families from becoming
homeless. With 40% of the state’s population living
in high unemployment areas, a growing proportion
of employers are quite legally paying wages on
which families cannot survive. Welfare has become
a government subsidy to business.
The official poverty wage for a family of three in
Ohio assumes the working parent earns $7.74 per
hour (significantly higher than the federal minimum
wage of $5.15). United Way of Ohio offers this sample budget based on the official poverty wage:
No public
Some public
benefits
benefits
monthly income: $1,321
$2,032
housing, food,
taxes, clothes,
transportation,
medical care,
child care:
$2,840
$1,945
gap:
$(1,519)
$ 87
The “no public benefits” budget assumes the family
has no health insurance and can’t afford to spend
a penny on health care.
The “some public benefits” assumes that this family
receives the earned income and child care tax
credits, food stamps, a child care voucher, and is
enrolled in Medicaid. That $87 a month left over
has to cover school fees, books, gifts and entertainment.
Even after tax credits, food stamps and child care
vouchers, this full-time working parent has virtually
no reserve for emergencies or unexpected expenses. A Section 8 voucher would substantially reduce
this family’s fixed expenses. With it, they should pay
no more than 30% of their income on housing. The
subsidy pays the landlord the difference between
what the family can afford and the fair market rent.

NEWS

Creation windows
reflect beauty, art
The “Great Lady of First Street” celebrated a bit of facelift in early May with
the dedication at Christ Church, Dayton,
of seven new creation windows.
The celebration marked the end of a
four-year process of planning, designing
and creating the windows – and the end of
several decades of the west wall of the
church appearing like “an old, lifeless,
bricked-up building.”
In the 1960s, the stained-glass windows
were removed and replaced with concrete.
“The appearance was not attractive,”
according to Broadcast, Christ Church’s
monthly newsletter. “We decided to do
something about the windows.”
Since removing the concrete wasn’t feasible, ideas were solicited for artistic treatments of the window areas.
Several designs were considered, but
ultimately the work of artist – and member
– Mary Dahlberg was chosen. She

designed the metallic coverings for the
seven windows to represent the seven days
of creation from the scriptural account in
Genesis. There was also some symmetry
to the selection of Dahlberg as the artist:
Her father, the Rev. Gordon Price, was rector of Christ Church during the 1960s
reconstruction.
The window decorations, which cost
about $6,000 each, are 15-feet high and
close to five-feet wide. Six of the windows
are memorials from individuals and families, including one given to the glory of
God and in thanksgiving for the life and
witness of Russelle C. Thompson, Bishop
Thompson’s late wife. The seventh window was paid for by donations from many
people in the congregation.
“Once again there is vision and beauty
and art where for much too long there was
just nothing,” said Dahlberg in a Dayton
Daily News column.

Left: Acolytes fly kites around the windows during the dedication service.

St. Barnabas celebrates 25th anniversary
St. Barnabas, Montgomery, marked its silver anniversary with
a special worship service, luncheon and music. Established 25
years ago in the Cincinnati suburb of Montgomery, the church
has grown to be one of the largest in the diocese. The founding
priest, the Rev. Canon George Hill III, continues to serve as the
rector of St. Barnabas and is the longest-serving, active priest in
the diocese.
Tom Pflaumer, one of the original members of St. Barnabas,
offered his reflections during the celebration. Here are excerpts:
“It doesn’t seem like 25 years have passed since the founding
of this church. There was not a ribbon cutting. No band a’playing. Only a small group of people consisting of Father George
Hill, Father John Paul Boyer of Holy Trinity, Elizabeth Torrason
and your truly as members of the vestry of Holy Trinity. We met
with Bishop Black to request permission and support to start a
church in the northeastern part of Hamilton County and the
southern part of Warren County. When asked, Bishop Black
reared back in his chair and said, “Yes, let’s start an ‘outpost’ out
there.” For me, this conjured up images of a Methodist circuit
rider dressed in his black suit carrying all the paraphernalia in a
saddle bag on the bag of his horse.
“Father Hill carried the load, starting from scratch. We first met
in Ascension Lutheran on Pfeiffer Road, and a few people showed
up. We met at the cafeteria in Sycamore High School and had 8
a.m. services at Good Shepherd Catholic Church. Father Hill,
being the police chaplain even then, had apparently observed the
swat team in action, as evidenced by the fact that we could set up
our command post for God in less than 20 minutes. We would
wheel in the altar, which also contained hymnals and prayer
books. The standards for the flags were carried not in a Methodist
circuit rider’s saddle bag, but in a golf bag, which seems somehow more Episcopalian.
“Last Sunday, Herb Riley asked me to be sure to mention the
time when Father Lou Gunzelman of Good Shepherd sent a letter, inviting us to use their newly built chapel. Herb said that was
a particularly emotional event for him, and even now, years later,
he would have trouble keeping it together if he mentioned it.

Herb’s statement is certainly indicative of the emotional stress
members go through, where grown men can be reduced to tears.
Worries are also on different levels. Our daughters worried that
they would have to be married in a school cafeteria. No small
item for them.
“The church building was built in 1990, and we finally
came to our home. We have accumulated some accoutrements during our journey, as well as some memories.
The baptismal font is from Good Shepherd on permanent loan. The pews are from St. Clements Church in St.
Bernard. The cabinets in the sacristy are from
Edgecliff College. The limestone masonry in the front
of the church is from a quarry in Indiana owned by
members of Amy Hill’s family. And the glass windows in the front of the church are to remind us of
the wonderful view we had from Sycamore
School.
“It is hard to realize that many of us embarking on
this journey were 30 and 40 some years of age when
this all started. To the current 30-somethings, take
good notes and get your speeches ready for the
second 25. I hope I am
around to hear it.
“May we continue to
work, each and every one
of us, at refining our
own souls. It is obvious
that the great hand of
God has steered us,
held us, provided
for us, and comforted us as we
have journeyed
through our first 25
years. For that, we
need to give
thanks.”
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Anglican Academy, diocese
celebrate ordination, graduations
SOLLI coordinator
Sonja Bronson
presents a graduation certificate to
Wendell Mulford.
Seated is the
other graduate,
Pamela Stephens.
The other two
coordinators are
Chris Wells
(far right) and
the Rev. Jim
Miner.

The Rev. Adam
Bartholomew,
who directed
the School for
Diaconal
Studies this
past year, presents a graduation certificate
to newly
ordained deacon, the Rev.
Dcn. Phyllis
Armstrong.

Graduates
EFM Graduates
Mentor: Pamela Elwell
Joan S. Deisler
Nicholas B. England
Julianna L. Link
Patti M. Olson
Lorey Roggenkamp
Howard Anthony Tibbs

Home Parish
St. Andrew’s, Pickerington
St. John’s, Lancaster
St. Stephen’s, Columbus
St. James, Columbus
St. John’s, Worthington
St. Philip’s, Columbus

Mentors: Joel Flint and Jeanne Ward Estes
Nancy P. Green
St. Edward’s, Whitehall
Michael D. Harbin
St. Paul’s, Columbus
Warren S. MacPherson
St. Paul’s, Columbus
Mike A. Wernick
St. Stephen’s, Columbus
Mentor: Hawley Todd
Tammy Pape
Kathy Sackett
Mark Sackett
Cheryl V. Thompson
David Whittaker

St. Thomas, Terrace Park
Christ Church Cathedral
Christ Church Cathedral
Christ Church Cathedral
St. Thomas, Terrace Park

SOLLI graduates
Wendell Mulford
Pamela Stephens

St. Luke’s Marietta
Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn

Deacon’s School
Phyllis Armstrong

Calvary, Clifton

The Diocese of Southern Ohio gathered in
Christ Chapel at Procter Camp & Conference
Center on June 4 to celebrate an ordination and
the graduation of several people from ministry
and leadership programs.
The Rt. Rev. Herbert Thompson Jr. ordained
Phyllis Armstrong to the vocational diaconate.
Sponsored by Calvary Church in Clifton,
Armstrong is assigned to carry out her ministry
at Church of Our Saviour, Mt. Auburn. As part
of her ministry development, Armstrong completed the diocese’s School for Diaconal
Studies, a three-year, 10 weekends per year curriculum.
Vocational deacons are traditionally nonstipendiary clergy who assist the bishops and
priests within the church community. They also
are called to carry the ministry of the church
into the world, particularly in serving the poor,
the weak, the sick and the lonely.
The diocese also celebrated the graduation of
15 people from the Education for Ministry
(EFM) program and two people from the
Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative
(SOLLI).
Education for Ministry is a four-year program of theological education for lay people
offered by extension from the School of
Theology of the University of the South,
Sewanee, Tenn. EFM combines the traditional

functions of fellowship group and Bible study
with a method of theological reflection
designed to tap into the metaphorical and mythical ways of thinking, to help make conscious
connections between faith traditions and the
"post-religious" world. A group of six to twelve
participants is led by a trained mentor for 108
hours during the academic year, usually three
hours a week for 36 weeks. The four-year program may be taken with commitment to only a
year at a time.
The Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative
is a two-year program with more focus on
building skills and knowledge for those who
want to be involved in leadership positions in
their congregations and the diocese.
All of the programs fall under the umbrella
of the Anglican Academy, a ministry of adult
education and formation in the Christian faith
for clergy and laity in the Diocese of Southern
Ohio.
These programs are “all part of our continuing growth and formation as Christian men and
women and help us to embrace our baptismal
covenant in whatever ways we feel called to,”
said the Rev. David McCoy, interim dean of the
Anglican Academy. McCoy also offered a special thanks to the many lay and clergy leaders
from throughout the diocese who coordinate
the programs or serve as faculty.

House Church takes field trip
Nearly a dozen members of the St. William House
Church of Christ Church, Glendale, made a pilgrimage in the spring to the University of the South at
Sewanee, Tenn., to learn more about our namesake,
William Porcher Dubose.
Dubose was an Episcopal priest and respected theologian at Sewanee in the late 1800s and early 1900s.
By his retirement in 1908, nearly every Sewanee student for at least two decades had Dubose as a professor and regarded him with deep affection. In 1970,
Dubose was listed for commemoration on Aug. 18 in
the liturgical calendar.
St. William House Church in Glendale is a small

group that gathers each month for fellowship and philanthropy. In April, the meeting moved to Tennessee
for a long-weekend field trip. Sewanee graduate, the
Rev. Hank Perrin and his wife, Ann, who attend
Christ Church, were hosts for the weekend.
Our tour guide, Aimee Rogers, offered another link
to Glendale through her parents, Lauri and Greg
Rogers, who are members at Christ Church. Aimee
showed us around the Gothic-styled campus, which
was adorned with beautiful landscaping. The facilities were wonderful, and we especially enjoyed the
anecdotes Father Perrin shared of his colorful student
days. Also of interest were the many names we
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noticed on plaques and walls of people from bygone
days connecting Christ Church, Glendale, with
Sewanee.
The field trip ended with a worship service at All
Saints Chapel on the campus. Actually, the term,
“chapel,” is most inadequate for the rather large,
beautiful edifice with glorious stained glass windows, a 50-voice choir and a magnificent organ.
After a truly inspirational service, we headed back to
Cincinnati.

- Submitted by Mayree and Gil Braun, members
of the St. William House church of Christ
Church, Glendale.

NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE
Richard Heer Oman, Trinity, Columbus, was awarded an
honorary Doctor of Community Leadership from Franklin
University during their commencement ceremonies May 15.
Oman also gave the commencement address.
The Rev. Hank Perrin, a retired priest of the diocese, has
been elected to a second term on the Board of Trustees of the
University of the South. He also was appointed to the Alumni
Advisory Council of the School of Theology.
Jayne McDougall, St. George, Dayton, and McDougall
Marketing Communications were awarded a Bronze Addy
award from the Dayton Advertising Club for her design of the
cover of Like Stars Appearing, a book about the stained glass
windows at St. George.
Scott Dooley, Christ Church, Springfield, was one of three
ceramic artists awarded an Individual Artist Fellowship for
2005 by the Ohio Arts Council. Dooley is a Wittenberg
University assistant professor of art.
Christian Smith, Christ Church Cathedral, will attend a percussion workshop at the Boston University Tanglewood
Institute and will perform in the Young Artists Orchestra at the
Seiji Ozawa Hall for three concerts this summer. This is Smith’s
second summer participating in the workshop.
Hugh Smith, Christ Church Cathedral, will perform in the
University of Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music’s
Camp Curtain Call production of Annie, Jr. on July 22 and 23.

Cincinnati East

soup and sandwich meal was also served. All the proceeds benefit community programs at Andrews House.

As part of the Christmas on the River project at Holy
Trinity, Kenwood, parishioner Jan Jones has been hard
at work knitting scarves year round. She has recently
turned in scarf number 27 for this year, bringing her total
to more than 40 scarves she has knitted for the hardworking men and women on the river. Way to go, Jan!

Dayton

Cincinnati West
At the Christ Church, Glendale, parish picnic, parishioners had the opportunity to dunk the rector! The Rev.
Roger Foote, Christ Church rector, sat in a dunking booth
while members of the flock took their best shot at him.
Other fun at the picnic included a watermelon eating contest, volleyball games, three-legged races and cornhole (a
bean bag tossing game-it’s a “Cincinnati thing”).

Columbus
St. Mark, Upper Arlington, kicks off Lawn Chair
Theologians, their summer adult education program,
on July 12 with speaker Mary E. Shields, associate
professor of Old Testament at Trinity Lutheran
Seminary. The topic for the evening is “Biblical
Images of God.” Lawn Chair Theologians will continue through the month of July on Tuesdays at 7:30
p.m. For more information, contact the Rev. Bruce
Smith at 614.486.9452.
St. John, Columbus, is partnering with St. Mark
Lutheran Church and Avondale School in a new
School Watch program. Similar to Block Watch programs, School Watch assists parents and neighbors
in keeping children safe on their way to and from
school. School Watch volunteers will meet regularly
to report and discuss dangerous situations, share
information and work together to build up the neighborhood. The program will start at the beginning of
the next school year.
The youth group at St. Luke, Granville, is growing!
So much so, they have split into two groups: one for
kids in grades 7 and 8, and one for high schoolers. The
high school group has plans to help out one evening a
week at New Beginnings, a shelter for women and
children in Newark. The middle school group plans to
continue serving at Faith Mission dinners as well as to
find time to have some fun together.
Volunteers from St. Peter, Delaware, helped out
with the Andrews House “Bizarre Bazaar” Soup and
Sandwich Shop in June. Leftover crafts from previous
Christmas bazaars were displayed with no price tags
attached, but donations were accepted for each item. A

Christ Church, Xenia, is planning a family
camping and canoe trip for August. The annual event
is open to everyone in the parish--just bring your
own tent and bug repellant and join in the fun!
The Social Issues Committee at St. George,
Dayton, has announced the recipients of grants for
this year. As a result of social issues fundraising,
grants totaling $2,950 were given to La Casa, House
of Bread, Tee Up for Deaf Children, Miami Valley
Council for the Deaf, St. Agnes/Corpus Christi
Outreach for the Homeless, St. Vincent Hotel New
Restoration and St. Andrew’s Feeding Program for
the Homeless. Souper Bowl collection of more than
$200 was sent to House of Bread, and the Day of
Change collection of $165 was given to St.
Margaret’s food pantry.
Summer Family Choir has begun at St. Andrew,
Dayton. The summer family choir is open to everyone
who likes to sing, regardless of age or ability. Short
rehearsals are held each week after Sunday services to
prepare for the following week. They are hoping to
add instrumental talent from the ranks as well.

Hocking Valley
Marsha Reilly, choir director at Good Shepherd,
Athens, is offering a program to choir members over
the summer called “Voice for Life,” a vocal training
program for adults based on the Royal School of
Church Music program for boy and girls choirs. The
program aids development of individual singers in
areas of using the voice well and gaining skills, confidence and self-awareness as a singer, musician or
member of a choir.

Miami River
For 15 years, members of St. Anne’s, West
Chester, have been assisting the Hamilton Senior
Citizens Center with delivering noonday meals to
area seniors. They are now looking to add more volunteers. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer driver or are willing to help with coordinating
the schedule of drivers, contact St. Anne at
513.779.1139.
St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville, will be holding
Vacation Bible School July 11-15, then following up
with a summer musical camp for youth in second to
seventh grades August 8-14. Camp will be held from

9 a.m. to noon on Monday through Saturday, with a
performance of the musical “Jonah and the Whale”
on Sunday. If you are interested, call the church at
513.677.1777.
The “Trinity Cut-Ups,” a quilting and knitting
ministry at Trinity, Hamilton, meets the first and
third Saturdays of each month from 10 a.m. to noon.
The “Cut-Ups” get together to make quilts, knit
prayer shawls and have fun together.

Northeast
The food pantry at St. Paul, Martins Ferry, distributes ingredients for three days’ worth of three
meals a day to the outreach clients they serve. With
an average monthly participation of 86 families or
192 individuals, that’s 1,728 meals per month!
On Youth Sunday at Trinity, Newark, the young
people of the parish did more than just read lessons,
serve as acolytes and act as ushers. Young people
also selected the service music and prepared and
delivered the sermon. The mission statement at
Trinity says, “To tell the story. To be the Church.”
The youth certainly used their day to do just that.

Northwest
Christ Church, Springfield, celebrates
“Christmas in July” on July 10. Parishioners deliver
Christmas cookies to emergency rooms, fire stations, police and sheriff’s departments and nursing
homes around Springfield.
St. Paul, Greenville, is gathering volunteers to
assist with the Council on Rural Services Program
(CORSP) summer tutoring program. Volunteers will
meet with a child from any grade level they choose
(kindergarten through high school) for one hour a
week to tutor them in whatever subject they feel comfortable with. Becoming involved in this community
project is helping St. Paul members fulfill part of
their new mission statement: “Embracing our community and the world, especially families in need.”

Scioto Valley
The St. Anne’s Guild at St. Paul, Chillicothe,
held their annual picnic in May. The guild provided the meat, and everyone else brought a covered
dish. St. Paul’s also is gearing up for their
Vacation Bible School by inviting the community
(both kids and adults) to the Christian formation
programs. Using the Harry Potter books to
explore Christian themes and issues, the program
runs July 11-14 from 6-8 p.m.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something
to share Around the Diocese? Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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Theologians offer response to Windsor Report

THE ANGLICAN
COMMUNION
a community of
70 million Anglicans
in more than
160 countries

Resources for
national and
world news:
The Episcopal
Church, USA
www.episcopal
church.org
Anglican
Communion:
www.anglican
communion.org
Around the
Communion Sources:
Anglican Communion
News Service, Episcopal
News Service

[ENS, Nottingham] -- Answering a request of the Anglican
Communion's international Lambeth Commission, the Episcopal
Church in late June released a paper titled "To Set Our Hope on
Christ: A Response to the Invitation of Windsor Report Paragraph
135."
Published in booklet form and online (www.anglicanlistening.org),
the paper has been prepared by a group of seven theologians and one
historian at the request of Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold.
Booklets may be ordered through Episcopal Books & Resources
(www.episcopalbookstore.org).
In his foreword to the 130-page text, Griswold writes: "The
Episcopal Church in the United States welcomes the request made
in paragraph 135 of the Windsor Report: ‘We particularly request
a contribution from the Episcopal Church (USA) which explains,
from within the sources of authority that we as Anglicans have
received in scripture, the apostolic tradition and reasoned reflection, how a person living in a same gender union may be considered eligible to lead the flock of Christ.’
"The Episcopal Church has been seeking to answer this question
for nearly 40 years, and at the same time has been addressing a
more fundamental question, namely: how can the holiness and
faithfulness to which God calls us all be made manifest in human
intimacy?"
The foreword continues: "Though we have not reached a common mind, we have come to a place in our discussion such that the
clergy and people of a diocese have been able, after prayer and
much discernment, to call a man living in a same sex relationship
to be their bishop. As well, a majority of the representatives of the
wider church -- bishops, clergy and lay persons -- have felt guided
by the Holy Spirit, again in light of prayer and discernment to consent to the election and consecration."
The paper was offered in Nottingham, England, to the international Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) as part of a presentation made by the Episcopal Church as invited by the ACC.
The theologians who prepared the paper are:
The Rev. Dr. Michael Battle of the Virginia Theological

S C H O L A R ’ S
Why does the Roman Catholic Church insist that
priests be celibate? It can’t be based on the example of
the apostles, since Peter was married, as I recall.
Yes, you are right about the Twelve
Apostles. We know Peter was married
because he had a mother-in-law whom
Jesus healed (Matt. 8:14, Mark 1:30,
Luke 4:38). And the Pastoral Epistles
say a bishop or a deacon should be “a
man of one woman” (1 Tim. 3:2, 12;
Titus 1:5-6). This has traditionally been
taken to exclude widowers who remarry
but may just mean a man who is faithful
to his wife. Either way, it is assumed the
church leader will be married. But the
most relevant biblical verse to the issue
of clerical celibacy must be 1 Cor. 9:5:
“Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a wife who is a Christian sister, as do the other apostles and the
brothers of the Lord and Cephas?” This
verse would seem to settle the issue of
mandatory clerical celibacy.
But despite the first generations of
church leaders being married, as time
went on, celibacy came to be highly
valued and those who chose it were
highly honored as more spiritual than
the married. Sexuality and spirituality
seem to have been seen as inversely
proportional: the more sexual one is,

Seminary; The Rev. Dr. Katherine Grieb of the Virginia
Theological Seminary; The Rev. Dr. Jay Johnson of the
Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley; The Rev. Dr. Mark
McIntosh of Loyola University Chicago; The Rt. Rev.
Catherine Roskam, Bishop Suffragan of New York; Dr.
Timothy Sedgewick of the Virginia Theological Seminary; and
Dr. Kathryn Tanner of the University of Chicago Divinity
School.
The paper is divided into five parts: Introduction; Holiness,
God's Blessing and Same-Sex Affection; Contested Traditions,
Common Life: The Episcopal Church's Historical Witness to
Unity-in-Difference; Eligibility for Ordination; and Walking
Together by Grace.
Margaret R. Miles, a well-known theologian and 1999 president
of the American Academy of Religion, writes of the paper, "In the
context of 16th century religious conflict and violence, Anglican
theologian Richard Hooker described the genius of Anglicanism
as its willingness to ask its members only that they participate
faithfully in the sacramental life of the community. In our own
time, differences of conviction regarding homosexuality and the
ordination of lesbian and gay Christians are again pressing
Anglicans to reexamine the basis of communion and community.
"'To Set Our Hope on Christ' provides a rich and concrete
account of what it means to live by faith. It describes the process
by which the Episcopal Church has moved, in prayerful and
thoughtful commitment to following Christ, from thinking of the
Body of Christ as a community of 'mere like-mindedness' to envisioning a 'diverse and complex catholicity.' Urging that decision
relating to sexual matters occur in the context of pastoral rather
than ideological concerns, the document proposes that unity of
participation and mission 'need not require uniformity of belief in
all matters.'
"'To Set Our Hope on Christ' is a record of the thoughtful and
prayerful deliberations -- theological, scriptural and experiential -of Christians committed to seeking the mind of Christ. It is a powerful and moving statement."

C O R N E R

Protestant
Reformation. All
branches of the
Reformation
rejected celibacy
for clergy.
In reaction to the
Reformation, the
(Roman Catholic)
Council of Trent in
1563 insisted on
the superiority of
celibacy to marriage and set up the
seminary system
where adolescent
boys could be trained for the priesthood and
ordained having little opportunity for any
sexual experience with women.
By the way, in the East, a different
system developed: Priests and deacons
may not marry after ordination. Those
married before ordination may keep
their wives, though they must abstain
from sexual intercourse with them for a
suitable period before serving as priests
or deacons in the Divine Liturgy.
Bishops must be celibate and therefore
come from the ranks of the monks.
Are there reasons the Roman
Catholic Church gives for requiring
clerical celibacy? Of course. The
Second Vatican Council (1962-5) said

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

the less spiritual one can be.
The Council of Elvira (ca. 306)
required Spanish bishops, priests and
deacons to refrain from sexual relations with their wives (canon 33). The
Council of Nicea (325) rejected
mandatory clerical celibacy, but that
did not stop the conviction of many
that it was inappropriate for priests to
have sex with their wives the night
before celebrating Mass (Lev. 15:1618; 22:4-7; 1 Sam. 21:4-6). There was
also strong sentiment that once a priest
had been ordained bishop, marital relations should cease. The two could still
live together but without sex in what
was termed “chaste marriage.”
While regional synods like the
Council of Clermont (535) and the
Council of Tours (567) required chaste
marriage for bishops, clerical celibacy
was not mandated for the entire
Western Church until the Second
Lateran Council in 1139.
This whole ancient tradition of considering intimate sexual behavior as
abhorrent and sexual abstinence as
holy and virtuous was rejected by the
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unmarried clergy: “can adhere more
easily to Christ with an undivided
heart;” can “more freely dedicate
themselves to the service of God and
humankind;” and are an eschatological
sign, since their celibacy gives evidence of “the arrival of a new world.”
Also the council said for clergy to
engage in sexual relations renders
them ritually unclean and subdues their
spirit to carnal desires. The Second
Vatican Council said sexual relations
therefore is inconsistent with an
encounter with the holy.
So the idea of sexuality being antithetical to spirituality endures. Perhaps the
most basic question to be answered is,
“Do we share the ancient belief that sexual behavior is antithetical to spirituality?”
That was not the attitude of the early
Church. It is not the attitude of
Rabbinic Judaism. And, despite
monasticism being an option within
Anglicanism, it is not the attitude of
the Episcopal Church today.
The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,
Episcopal life and other religious
subjects. Send questions to 2146
Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CALENDAR

CONGRATULATIONS

July
5-9 - Boys and Girls Camp and Outdoor Adventure Camp, at Procter Camp &
Conference Center.
11-16 - Senior High Camp at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
11 - Stewardship Committee meeting, 6 to 9 p.m., at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. For more information, contact chair Fran Stanton at 513.542.4908
13 – Commission on Congregational Life meeting at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information, contact Pat
Ellertson at 740.826.4270
16 - Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training (SMCAP) will be
held at St. Margaret Episcopal Church, 5301 Free Pike, Trotwood 45426. Preregistration and pre-payment is required. Contact Mary Williams or Geri
McDaniel at 513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712. To register online, click on
Ministry Resources, Misconduct Prevention. The cost of training is $15, which
includes materials and lunch. Payment should be mailed to Mary Williams,
Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati 45202. Make
checks payable to Diocese of Southern Ohio. Payment may be made by credit
card for those registering online.
Training is required of all clergy, Eucharistic Visitors, Stephen Ministers,
employees of a church, youth ministers, counselors or volunteers, or any other
lay person who interacts or has care of our children.
16 – Evangelism Commission at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact the
Rev. Jeff Queen at jeffreyqueen@yahoo.com or 513.697.1472 for more information.
17-22 - Kenyon Summer Conference. Open to persons of all ages and faiths,
the conference is co-sponsored by the bishops of Ohio and Southern Ohio.
www.kenyonconference.org
21-24 - Family Camp, a camp for all ages, at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
24-30 - National Episcopal Youth Event, Berea College, Ky. Information: Roger
Speer at 800.461.8424 or roger_speer@episcopal-dso.org

August
8 - Stewardship Committee meeting, at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 6
to 9 p.m.
10 - Commission on Congregational Life meeting at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
12 – Requested date for Constitution and canonical changes for the 131st
Diocesan Convention. Submit to Joseph Dehner at jdehner@fbtlaw.com.
13 - Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be held at St. John Episcopal
Church, 700 High St., Worthington. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. See July 16 for registration information.
13 – Godly Plan workshop at Church of the Ascension, Middletown.
13 – Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center. For
more information, contact Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141
15 – Professional Development Grant deadline. For more information, contact the Rev.
Canon Vicki Zust at 513.421.0311, 800.582.1712 or vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org.

September
9-10 - Deacons' School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center. For more information, contact the Rev. David McCoy at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424
10 - Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center (if needed).
10 – Mountain Grace Conference II: The Appalachian Harvest, will be held at
the Appalachian Gateway Center in Brown County. To register for the conference, contact the Rev. Katharin Foster at 740.593.8615.
12 - Stewardship Committee meeting, at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 6 to 9 p.m.
12 – 60 day deadline for nominations, resolutions and Constitution or canonical changes.
13 - Churches Uniting with Christ, a visit from Bishop Epting, the Presiding
Bishop's deputy for ecumenical relations. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Location TBA.
14 – Commission on Congregational Life meeting at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
23-25 - Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative (SOLLI) retreat weekend. For
more information, contact the Rev. David McCoy at 614.461.8429 or 800.461.8424
24 - Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be held at St.
Andrew Episcopal Church, 8630 Refugee Road, Pickerington. Pre-registration
and pre-payment is required. See July 16 for registration information.

Coming up:
131st Diocesan Convention: The Committee on Constitution and Canons
requests proposed amendments be submitted 90 days prior to the convention
(Aug. 12). This helps the committee complete its research and preparation to
make sure the proposed amendment is properly drafted.
The 60-day deadline is Sept. 12. Nominations, resolutions and Constitution and
canonical changes must be submitted by Sept. 12 to be listed on the agenda.
Pre-convention packets will be mailed out to delegates in early July.
Information also will be posted online.
Oct. 9-11: Clergy and Spouse Gathering at Deer Creek State Park. Register online
at www.episcopal-dso.org, under News/Events, calendar, then day of the event.
Oct. 23-27: Pre-convention hearings. See calendar online for details.
Next issue of Interchange: September. Deadline: Aug. 1
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The Rev. George Glazier, rector of St. Stephen’s, Columbus, is a proud grandpa!
Rory Elizabeth Snider was born June 7 at 5:15 p.m. She weighed in at 8 pounds
and measured 20 inches long. Parents Leeza and George Snider are doing well too.
William M. Hohmeister graduated May 25 with honors as valedictorian
from Gilbert A. Dater High School in Cincinnati. William is the son of the late
Tina Hohmeister, a former Diocesan House employee, and nephew of
Geraldine McDaniel, secretary to the canon to the ordinary at Diocesan
House. He received an academic scholarship and plans to major in economics at Wabash College in Crawfordsville, Ind.
The Rt. Rev. Herbert Thompson Jr. was honored by the National
Conference for Community and Justice, Greater Cincinnati Region, at their
55th Annual Awards Dinner. The NCCJ honored four people, including
Bishop Thompson, for their commitment to the community and their work in
promoting issues of justice for all.

CONGREGATIONS & CLERGY
CLERGY:
The Rev. Rick Kramer, vicar of Trinity, London, and the Rev. Kathi
Kramer, assistant at Christ Church, Springfield, are leaving the diocese this
summer for Washington, D.C. Rick will be entering a doctorate program in
counseling at Georgetown University, while Kathi will serve in a year-long
Clinical Pastoral Education program at Georgetown.
The Rev. Bridget Tierney is serving as the interim priest for St. James,
Columbus. She completed her two-year internship at Trinity, Troy, in May.
The Rev. Jack Bowers and the Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff Jr. are leading
the congregation of St. Paul’s, Chillicothe.
The Rev. Melody Williams, formerly the associate at St. Paul’s, Dayton, is
the interim at Trinity, Troy.
The Rev. Ed Payne is serving as long-term supply at Grace, Pomeroy.
The Rev. Tom Wray has been called as rector of St. Thomas, Terrace Park.
His last day as rector at St. Anne’s, West Chester, is Aug. 31. He begins at St.
Thomas on Sept. 11.
The Rev. Gwynneth Mudd is retiring. Her last Sunday as vicar at St.
Edward’s, Whitehall, was June 25.
The Rev. Steven Carroll has been called as rector of Trinity, Newark. He
begins Sept. 4. He was serving in the Diocese of Michigan.
INTERN PLACEMENTS
The Rt.Rev.HerbertThompson Jr.ordained five men and women to the priesthood
on June 25. (See the next Interchange for pictures and a story). Bishop Thompson has
assigned the newly ordained priests to a two-year internship. Here are their placements:
■ The Rev. Carolyn Keck, priest-in-charge of St. Edward’s, Whitehall.
■ The Rev. Alice Connor, curate at Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park.
■ The Rev. Charles Wilson Jr., priest-in-charge of St. Mary’s, Hillsboro.
■ The Rev. Ruth Paulus, priest-in-charge of St. Christopher’s, Fairborn.
■ The Rev. Betty Coleman, urban missioner at Christ Church Cathedral.

NEWS NOTES
Interested in learning more about Godly Play?
The Christian Formation Commission is hosting a workshop on Aug. 13 to
explore the Godly Play curriculum. Developed by Jerome Berryman, Godly Play
explores storytelling and re-creation of stories in a structured environment to help
children learn and talk about their faith. Sessions include Godly Play in Pastoral
Care; Godly Play for Teens and Adults; and Godly Plan Mission and Outreach.
Hosted at Church of the Ascension, 2709 McGee Ave., Middletown, the program begins at 9 a.m. with a continental breakfast and concludes after the 3
p.m. Question and Answer session. Registration deadline is July 25. Early bird
costs: $25 per person or $60 for three. (Fee includes all materials, breakfast and
lunch). Information: Lisa Martin, 513.423.1422 or Ohioblessed@aol.com

Evangelism Commission holds special meeting
The Evangelism Commission is inviting anyone in the diocese who has attended the Start Up - Start Over conferences, Magnetic Church conferences or other
training events dealing with evangelism and/or church development to a gathering for lunch and discussion. They hope to develop a program of Evangelism
Consultants for the diocese. The program is open to lay people and clergy.
The meeting is July 16 at Procter Camp & Conference Center, beginning at noon.
RSVP to the Rev. Jeff Queen, 513.697.1472, or jeffreyqueen@yahoo.com by July 12.

Standing Committee reports
The Standing Committee met on June 16 at Procter Camp & Conference Center
and began discussions about actions it must consider and initiate in response to the
resolutions adopted by the June 11 special session of the 130th Annual Convention.
More specifically, this includes: contact with all five of the individuals who had
been nominees prior to the House of Bishops’ action on March 15; instructions to
the Nominating Committee; potential dates, sites and a timetable for the nominee
forums and deanery gatherings in the fall of 2006; options for dates and sites for the
consecration in early 2007; and how the Standing Committee can be of assistance
in the transfer of Ecclesiastical Authority in December 2005.

NEWS

A L B R I C I A S
Tal como el reverendo Gwynneth
Mudd señaló desde el púlpito de St.
Edward’s, Whitehall el día de las madres,
una venta de patio en días pasados (¡y
semanas de preparación!) rindió más que
sólo dinero. El sábado 7 de Mayo, varios
miembros latinos de la comunidad de St.
Edward, notablemente Erick y Elizabeth
Blanco, saludaron a los visitantes
Hispanohablantes desde su mesa llena de
folletos en la puerta de la iglesia. Además
de la distribución de folletos de estudio de
la Biblia, guardería, y escuela de vacaciones de literatura bíblica, los Blanco
pedían a las familias que dejaran en el libro
de visitas su información para contactarlos. Éstos hogares recibieron llamadas en
las siguientes horas para reafirmar las
invitaciones a los servicios de St. Edward’s
y a participar en otros programas de la
iglesia. Más importante, potenciales
nuevos miembros latinos estaban impresionados porque vieron en Erick y
Elizabeth gente que se parecía a ellos mismos. Este aspecto de la evangelización es
clave. En el futuro, refuerzos similares
para latinos incluirán alguna de las banderas colgando de las vigas de la iglesia en
Español y alguna interpretación ocasional
de Gwynn en Español desde el púlpito.
Los contactos de la venta de patio ya
han traído nuevas caras latinas de El
Salvador a nuestra reflexión bíblica semanal en Español. Meses de contactos en
los juegos de fútbol de los domingos han

producido la presencia de DICK
hombres de Argentina a los
mismos servicios. Aún así, KORN
esperamos más. El domingo 5
de Junio se dedicará una
oración en los campos de fútbol por los uniformes usados
por el equipo llamado Ajax;
estos necesitados jugadores
latinos han sido escogidos para
ser los beneficiarios de nuevos
uniformes de fútbol donados
por Madeleine Trichel y
Richard Korn. ¡Pueden apostar a que el
“Equipo Episcopal” ganará ese día!
El Ministerio Episcopal Latino será
reforzado de nuevo en el Festival Latino
en el centro de Columbus el 17 y 18 de
Junio. Tal como la enfermera Laura
Allton verificó cuando fue voluntaria en
nuestra cabina Episcopal el día de los
niños en abril, las cosas en la diócesis se
van viendo cada vez más latinas.
Acabamos de celebrar nuestro primer
servicio completamente bilingüe en St.
Edward’s con cerca de quince devotos
participantes. ¡Alabado sea Dios!
Albricias es una contribucion ocasional
que ofrecera noticias del Ministerio
Latino en la Diocesis del Sur de Ohio.
Para mas informaciones, llame al Centro
de Ministerio Episcopal Latino en
614-291-8720 o mande correo electronico al simbolico@aol.com.

Council approves
draft budget
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Meeting one week after the special
Convention June 11, Diocesan
Council approved a draft budget for
2006, which allows flexibility
depending on decisions to be made by
Diocesan Convention in November.
The draft budget includes a line
item for "Episcopal Support."
Delegates to the November convention will decide whether they want to
call Bishop Price to serve as the ecclesiastical authority in the interim period between Bishop Thompson’s
retirement and the consecration of the
ninth bishop of Southern Ohio. The
first reading of a constitutional
change to make this possible passed
on June 11, but constitutional changes
require two readings to take effect.
Standing Committee President Jon
Boss briefed council that the Standing
Committee is preparing a resolution
naming Bishop Price as the ecclesiastical authority, to be presented at the
November convention in case the second reading of the constitutional

As the Rev. Gwynneth
Mudd pointed out from the
pulpit of St. Edward's,
Whitehall, on Mother's Day,
a yard sale of the previous
days yielded more than
money. On a Saturday in
May, several Latino members of the St. Edward's community, notably Erick and
Elizabeth Blanco, greeted
Spanish-speaking visitors
from their pamphlet-laden
table at the church door. Over and
above the distribution of their Bible
study flyers, day care and Vacation
Bible School literature, the Blancos
had families leave contact information in the guest book. These households were phoned within hours to
reinforce invitations to services at St.
Edward's and participation in other
church programs. Most importantly,
prospective newcomers among
Latinos were impressed because they
saw in Erick and Elizabeth people
who looked like themselves. This
aspect of evangelization is key.
Similar reinforcements for Latinos in
the future will include a Spanish-language banner hanging from the
church rafters and an occasional running interpretation of the sermon in
Spanish.
The yard sale contacts have

already brought new Latinos faces
from El Salvador to our weekly
Spanish Bible reflection. Months of
contacts at Latino's Sunday soccer
games have produced the presence of
men from Argentina to the same
services. We expect more, however.
On June 5, there was a prayerful dedication on the soccer fields of the uniforms worn by the team named Ajax;
these needy Latino players have been
chosen to be the recipients of brandnew soccer duds donated by
Madeleine Trichel and Richard Korn.
You can bet the "Episcopalian team"
will win on that day!
Episcopal Latino Ministry was reinforced once again at the Latino
Festival in downtown Columbus June
17-18. As nurse Laura Allton verified
when she volunteered at our Episcopal
booth at the Dia de los Niños in April,
things in the diocese are looking ever
more Latino. We've just celebrated our
first completely bi-lingual service at
St. Edward's with about 15 prayerful
participants. Praise God!
Albricias is an occasional column
sharing and discussing Latino ministry
in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. For
more information, contact the
Episcopal Latino Ministry office at
614.291.8720 or by
e-mail: simbolico@aol.com

Appalachian deaneries
offer second conference

change passes.
Council instructed the Budget
Committee to make sure the diocese
is
meeting
the
Millennium
Development Goals, as called for in
General Convention resolutions in
2000 and 2003. These funds will be
used toward the goals of eradicating
poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary education, promoting
gender equality, reducing child mortality and improving health and the
condition of the environment.
Council also approved a request by
diocesan staff to amend this year's
budget to reflect a greater than anticipated number of congregational visits.
These are chiefly related to deployment (many churches are currently
searching for clergy) and the canon to
the ordinary being asked to increase
the number of Sunday visitations.
Council agreed to move $10,500 from
the line item for transition expenses
(since we have not yet elected a new
bishop) to staff travel.
Ariel Miller is a member
of Diocesan Council.
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Three Appalachian deaneries are planning a second Mountain Grace
Conference Sept. 10 at the Appalachian Gateway Center in Brown
County. These conferences are a response to the need to affirm the work
of small congregations in the southern and eastern parts of the diocese.
The first conference, held last September, drew more than 50.
At the second conference, “Mountain Grace Conference II: The Appalachian
Harvest,” clergy and lay leaders with help from diocesan and national church
staff will focus on how to adapt our worship to the culture of the area and attract
new members. A conference liturgy will be a central feature of a day that
includes celebration of Appalachian culture and its Anglican expressions.
“If you can listen to the culture, you can know, perhaps, how to make
connections between it and the Anglican-Episcopal church culture or the
Gospel story,” said the Rev. Barry Cotter, missioner for the East Central
Ohio Cluster. “Those connections will suggest ministries, modes of ministry, including liturgy and mission.”
Conference sponsors include the three deaneries (Scioto Valley, Hocking
Valley and Northeast), the Commission on Congregational Life, Youth
Ministry, Episcopal Appalachian Ministries and the Episcopal Community
Services Foundation.
The conference will include an opportunity for members of each of the
three deaneries to meet.
“We expect this conference to be fun, inspiring and informative,” said
Michael Maloney, chair of the planning committee. “It will include poets, musicians, networking opportunities and small-group interaction. The harvest theme
reflects our determination to have a vital church presence in each part of
Appalachian Ohio.”
The Appalachian Gateway Center is located at the South Campus of
Southern State Community College near Fincastle in Brown County. To register for the conference, contact the Rev. Katharin Foster at 740.593.8615 or
e-mail at kkfoster@columbus.rr.com.

REFLECTIONS

Love song: Unable to get free? Get help
Patrick the cat jumps to the arm of my chair, planning to settle himself for a little snooze in my lap.
Like all the cats we have lived with, he has chosen
the moment just before I plan to get up; it’s a control
thing.
Seeking a lap is new behavior for Patrick, now in
late middle cat age. Even when he was a kitten, he
was never cuddly. Either he has learned the joy of
intimacy from our younger cat Belle, a coquette, or
he is feeling the chill of this early spring day in his
aging bones.
Patrick is in his fourteenth year. When he came to
us, he was interested in everything, playful, energetic, adventurous. A couple of his adventures were
life-changing. Once he ran away when a visitor
arrived at our house accompanied by her wolf. He
took a long time to get over that. Another time, I
opened the back door to let Patrick out, and there
were two large dogs in the driveway. Instead of running back into the house, Patrick panicked and ran
toward them, saw he had made a mistake and
changed direction. By the time I caught up with him,
he was 15 feet up our neighbor’s tree, howling in terror. The animal control officer who came to the rescue asked, as he prepared to climb the tree, “Will he
bite?” I said “No,” but Patrick bit him anyway and
spent 10 days under house arrest.
In his years with us, Patrick has grown very wide.
He has answered all life’s questions he cares to ask
and now his days consist of eating, drinking, sleeping, walking from meals to a sleeping place and
watching the birds at the feeders in our back yard,

perhaps remembering his
hunting days.
Belle, though no
longer a kitten, still finds
the world a fascinating
place. She wants to
know: What does this
smell like? What would it
be like to eat this little
sliver of broken glass?
Can I jump from down
here to up there? Can I
jump from the top of the
pie safe to the back of
your chair and surprise
you? What are you having for dinner? Can I
squeeze into this hole? What will happen if I push
this onto the floor? I wonder if Patrick would like to
wake up and play (no)? Would it help you do the
taxes if I lie on these papers?
Belle has always had an unhealthy interest in fire.
In the winter, she seems to flirt with the idea of getting into the fireplace with burning logs, and she has
more than once singed her whiskers at a candle.
Mornings she meows and jumps at the knob on the
basement door until I open it. Then she peers down
into the darkness, finds it just as it was yesterday, and
walks away. Occasionally she follows someone into
the basement and, involved in one cat thing or another, is left behind. When we miss her, we usually find
her there, although sometimes she is shut in a closet.
If she has been imprisoned long, she is vocal about
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it. I wish I could explain to her that if she had complained from behind the closed door she could have
been free much earlier.
Years ago, my daughter and her husband moved to
California and left their kitten, Panda, in my care—
“temporarily.” Panda liked to play when I wanted to
sleep. Very tired, in desperation, one night I shut her
in a bathroom at the other end of the house. I was just
drifting into sleep when she leaped onto the bed
ready to be amused. Apparently she had climbed
onto the washbasin beside the door and worked the
knob until it opened.
Human beings share with cats the inclination to
wander and get stuck where they’d rather not be.
Some of the time (though rarely), some few (very
few) are like Panda and able to free themselves. But
not every cat or every human is so gifted. Some give
up and accept their predicament. Not a good idea.
Locked in and unable to get free? It’s time to get
help. Jesus said he had come to set prisoners free,
and he left it to his followers, then and now, to set
each other free from imprisonment of the spirit. Take
care of each other, he said, “Love each other as I have
loved you.” When we’re locked in where we ought
not and need not be, patience is not a virtue; better to
howl like Patrick up the tree until someone comes to
the rescue.
Afterward, just don’t bite.
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese
of Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward
Movement Publications.

Lay theologian: The meaning of patriotic religion
Patriotic religion might be good politics, but it is
often bad religion. The reason is not that we should
keep religion out of politics. We shouldn’t. The reason patriotic religion is often bad religion is that we
cannot serve two masters, the gods of the state and
market on the one hand, and God our maker and
redeemer, on the other. The gods are ever present and
real, appealing to our desires and insecurities, while
God can seem elusive.
Growing up, I couldn’t always distinguish patriotism and religion. My church had an American flag
up front on the left. My money said “In God we
trust.” Every morning in grade school, I said the
“Pledge of Allegiance” to our flag and republic, “one
nation under God.” With my Scout troop, I pledged
“on my honor [to] do my best to do my duty to God
and my country….” With my high school football
team, I prayed the Lord’s Prayer on the field before
kickoffs.
In the back of our Hymnal 1982 are five “National
Songs.” When the National Anthem (#720) is sung
before sporting events, I get a lump in my throat. The
inclination to mix patriotism with religion may be
greatest around national holidays like the Fourth of
July. We often sing “America the Beautiful” (#719)
for these holidays at Christ Church, Springfield. I
especially like the lesser-known second verse.
O beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country loved,
And mercy more than life!
America! America!
God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law.

Katherine Lee Bates, an
English
professor
at
Wellesley College, wrote
the poem on which our
hymn is based at the turn
of the previous century. In
1984, Charlotte and I were
finishing graduate school
in Nashville when Lee
Greenwood’s “God Bless
the USA” hit the radio
waves and the charts. I
have heard it sung in churches as the special
music.
I worry that Bates’ emphasis on mercy and confirming liberty in law has given way in Greenwood’s
hit to a focus on my liberty itself. Though he quotes
a memorable line from Bates’ lyrics, the song’s only
reference to God is in the final verse of the refrain,
from which the title is taken. Does the song suggest
that God blesses the USA to assure my liberty and
personal wellbeing?
The issue here is not the separation of religion and
politics. The American way keeps the institution of
the church out of civil authority, and vice versa.
Offices and privileges in one domain shouldn’t automatically transfer to the other. But there is simply no
way to keep religion out of politics. Nor should we
want to.
We should expect people to argue their religious
convictions when they debate issues like stem cell
research or end-of-life decision making – as
Lincoln did when he made the case against slavery.
Religions combine a comprehensive understanding
of the world with a set of “devotional practices,”
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things we do that express our devotions based on
our worldview. Those understandings and practices
cannot but influence the way we vote on taxes to
share with the poor, for instance, or the way we
support candidates whose positions on other moral
issues we endorse.
But whatever the message of “God Bless the
USA,” the message of Scripture is not that God
helps us prosper. It is that we are to return our
hearts to God, amend our lives, and not be concerned about whether we prosper. When we
become so attached to our possessions, or even
our loved ones, that we are willing to betray the
most vulnerable for our own wellbeing, we have
begun to worship the gods rather than God. That
indeed is the turn to the dark side.
Patriotic religion can be true religion but easily is
not. We are so constantly beckoned by the gods of the
state and market to turn away from Bates’ vision, a
vision of how our cities might gleam were they
undimmed by human tears.
O beautiful for patriot dream
that sees beyond the years
thine alabaster cities gleam,
undimmed by human tears!
America! America!
God shed his grace on thee,
and crown thy good with brotherhood
from sea to shining sea.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor and chair of the
Department of Philosophy, Wittenberg University.
His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.
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Holy Spirit guided
convention decisions
On June 11, our diocese gathered for
a very different purpose than we had
originally planned. We thought we
were going to be electing the ninth
bishop diocesan of Southern Ohio. For
reasons that have been well publicized,
that could not happen and instead we
came together to set a new date and
procedure for that election and to plan
for episcopal oversight after Bishop
Thompson retires.
The official action taken in those
matters are reported elsewhere in this
Interchange. I would, however, like to
make some observations concerning
the way our diocese rose to this occasion.
Prior to the convention, there was far
more interest in the matters to come
before us than usual. Attendance at all
the pre-convention meetings was high,
e-mail exchanges were voluminous,
unofficial group gatherings were held
at various places around the diocese,
and alternatives to the proposed resolutions were prepared and circulated.
People were even assigned to speak to
each of these proposals in the discussion groups at the actual convention. I
have been very energized by all of this
action. I see it as a healthy exchange
for many reasons.
When faced with the situation of not
being able to elect a bishop as we had
hoped, our bishop diocesan, Herbert
Thompson, sought counsel from the
Standing Committee, his staff, trusted
colleagues and most importantly, God, as
he went into a time of prayer and reflection. Following that, he exercised a quite

proper role of
leadership by
proposing
options for the
date and procedure for election, as well as a
way for convention to designate
ecclesiastical
oversight once
he retires. From
the outset, not
everyone agreed
with his suggestions. But that was fine, for these suggestions were not directives but rather offerings for consideration, his gift to the convention to take, discuss, accept or amend
as it saw fit. All of the pre-convention
communications and meetings were part
of the healthy interchange that he encouraged. This freedom is so vital to the life of
a healthy organization.
A significant sign of the health of
our diocese is that all of this musing
was done openly and freely. No meetings were held in secret. Opinions and
results of the meetings were shared
widely. And when a final strategy to
bring amendments to convention was
developed, it was freely shared with
those of us on the platform in advance
so that consideration could be anticipated and allowed for in an open and
orderly manner.
At convention, after time for small
group gatherings, the full body went
into a committee of the whole for more
free-flowing discussion. Bishop
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Thompson relinquished the chair, and
Council First Vice President Chips
Lanier led the session ably. When the
convention reconvened, decisions
came quickly. They were not completely what Bishop Thompson originally
proposed, nor were they exactly what
any of the suggested amendments
offered. They were a compromise that
had resulted from the healthy exchange
that had just occurred. At no time was
the debate and discussion rancorous or
personally directed. It was always
respectful and pertinent to the point at
hand.
Let me share a couple of personal
observations that I believe are significant. On one of the issues, two speakers, whose theological positions are
known to be at opposite ends of the
spectrum, spoke following one another
with incredibly similar points of view.
Their intention was not to promote
their personal theology or Biblical
position but to seek the best course of
action for the diocese they both love
and support.
Another pivotal point for me was
when the Rev. Ron Baird, rector of St.
Matthew’s, Westerville, rose to point
out that while some in the convention
preferred a date before General
Convention and others preferred to
wait until 2007, Bishop Thompson’s
original suggestion was prophetically
smack between these two points of
view. Ron went on to say that it is well
known that he and Bishop Thompson
have, from time to time, not been in
agreement but that did not prevent him

from observing that our bishop’s wisdom and prophetic perception seemed
to offer a reasonable direction for the
diocese.
By the grace of God, the convention concluded within minutes of the
stated time with action having been
taken on all matters. And one thing is
certain. It was the work of a convention that had been led by the Holy
Spirit. Decisions were reached
because people had talked, reasoned,
listened and prayed together and,
most importantly, they had put personal agendas aside in order to
achieve what was for the greater
good of the diocese. The day was
concluded with the singing of the
doxology.
I came away inspired and gratified
by how profoundly healthy this diocese
is. We faced a tough issue and worked
together to set a course that will keep
our eye firmly on our resolve to let
nothing deter us from the building up
the Kingdom of God. With this attitude, I am convinced we will have the
best diocese possible ready for our next
bishop diocesan, whoever that may be.
I am glad I will be part of the journey that lies ahead for us. I am excited
for I have seen firsthand how committed we are to working together in the
months and years to come. Praise God
for the Diocese of Southern Ohio!
Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan
of the diocese. Contact him at
614.461.8429 or 800.461.8424 or
bishop_price@episcopal-dso.org.

Deupree House breaks ground
Deupree House of Episcopal Retirement Homes officially broke ground on
its expansion project on May 15, with more than 300 people taking part in the
celebration and brunch. The ceremony was attended by many current and
future residents, donors and family members. The Rt. Rev. Kenneth Price Jr.,
bishop suffragan of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, led the invocation and
benediction. Other guests included Ohio Sen. Bob Schuler and Cincinnati
City Councilman David Crowley.
The Deupree House expansion will feature 60 new apartments, which will
be known as Deupree House II, as well as a state-of-the-art wellness center
and more parking spaces. Other plan highlights include renovating existing
apartments; adding a large capacity elevator; and enhancing the dining room
to provide a more spacious and desirable area.
Pictured here, the ground breakers are (from left to right), Bill Knodel,
ERH board chair; Linda Callard, campaign co-chair; Pete Strange, Messer
Construction; Ruth Upson, honorary campaign co-chair; Doug Spitler, ERH
president and CEO; Helene Warrener, Deupree House resident council president; Bishop Price, bishop suffragan, Diocese of Southern Ohio; and Chet
Cavaliere, campaign co-chair.
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YOUTH

MARK IT DOWN

August 12-14
Christ Church, Springfield
for ages 14-18
Cost: $30
Registration deadline: Aug. 5
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WHAT IS EXODUS?
Exodus is a weekend led entirely by a group of young people from around the diocese. It is a weekend of challenging
students to accept God's offering, to give hope to the hopeless,
to experience new community and worship and to be a new
generation of Christians, full of grace and truth.
Exodus is not a one-time experience, and a person may
attend as many times as needed.

THE PLAN
✤ Bring a sleeping bag, pillow, toiletries, soap, towel, etc.,
work clothes and an open mind.
✤ Do not bring drugs, alcohol, weapons, schoolbooks, cigarettes or cell phones.
✤ Arrive at Christ Church, Springfeld, by 7 p.m. Friday,
Aug. 12. Church’s address: 409 E High St., Springfield.
Church’s number: 937.323.8651.
✤ Stay the entire weekend through the closing on Sunday,
Aug. 14 at 2 p.m.
✤ Cost is $30, includes meals, snacks, T-shirt and program.
No student shall be turned away for lack of funds.
Scholarships are available from the diocese and possibly your
local church.
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September 9-11
Procter Camp & Conference Center
For grades 6-9
Cost $50
Deadline for registration: Sept 1
Have you ever wondered if you were someone who acts one way
at home, another at school, and a third any time God is involved?
Have you ever had no idea who you even were? What you
stood for? What made you “you?”
The Diocesan Youth program would like to invite you to a
weekend to get away from the normal routine and focus on
your identity as a young man or woman, and how to maintain
your identity as a Christian in a not-so-Christian world, so
that when you go home, you may be better prepared to minister to others.
Genesis can also be a support to those seeking confirmation, asking some of the same questions, but in a diocesan
community with others who have been wondering the same
thing: Where do I fit in? Who do I say I am?
Register online or download forms at
www.DSOYouth.org
For both retreats: For more information or for financial
assistance, contact Roger Speer, director of youth ministries,
at 614.330.6797 or Roger_Speer@episcopal-dso.org

nce every four years, Washington National Cathedral prays for and recognizes the
contributions and service of the people and leaders of each state annually. On May
22, with the Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr. celebrating and dozens of people from
the Diocese of Southern Ohio in attendance, the Episcopal cathedral honored the
state of Ohio.
On Thursday evening, May 19, young people began their journey by bus from Procter
Camp & Conference Center to Washington, D.C., to participate in the special Ohio Day worship service. We stayed overnight at Peterkin, the conference center of the Diocese of West
Virginia and on Friday traveled to Washington. We toured the city by bus on Friday afternoon and visited museums on Saturday.
On Sunday, we arrived at the cathedral
for the festive service. Bishop Price celebrated the Eucharist, and five Southern
Ohio clergy assisted with the administration of communion. Those attending the
service included the eighth-grade graduating class from Bethany School, as well
as acolytes from Christ Church, Xenia, St.
Mary’s, Waynesville and four Cincinnati
area churches. Representatives from
Photo: Washington National Cathedral
Christ Church, Glendale, St. Philip’s,
Northside, St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, and St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township,
were in the opening procession and were seated near the altar.
In addition, the Dr. Robert Glidden, president emeritus of Ohio University and a member of
Good Shepherd, Athens, read the first lesson from Scripture. The second lesson was read by
Marsha Mueller, a National Cathedral Association regional volunteer leader for Southern Ohio.
The Adult Choir of St. John’s, Worthington, called the congregation to worship with a 20minute choral prelude. The choir was directed by Dr. Michael Haberkorn.
Pictured above, Bishop Price celebrated the Holy Eucharist alongside Washington
National Cathedral’s dean, the Very Rev. Samuel T. Lloyd III, and the Rev. Nan Peete, once
the canon for ministry in Southern Ohio and who now serves in the Diocese of Washington.
At the top, acolytes from Christ Church, Glendale, hold the banner. They are: Andrew
Cole, Richard Cotterill, Rebecca and Joseph Dulemba and William Hilton. Present but not
pictured, Ashley Brehm and Jonathan Hilton. They were accompanied by the Rev. Dcn.
Laura Chase.
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