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Worthy of praise

Election shatters
stained-glass ceiling
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

Praise dancers from St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, kicked off the
opening of Southern Ohio's exhibit booth at General Convention. Photo
by Richelle Thompson

The Episcopal Church shattered the stained-glass
ceiling with the historic election June 18 of the first
female Presiding Bishop.
Thirty years after the Episcopal Church approved the
ordination of women, the House of Bishops elected -and the House of Deputies confirmed -- Nevada Bishop
Katharine Jefferts Schori as the 26th Presiding Bishop
of the Episcopal Church.
“Katharine is a superb choice,” Bishop Kenneth L.
Price Jr. wrote in an e-mail to the diocese just hours after
the election. “She is a brilliant individual who is articulate and faithful with an obvious spiritual dimension.
She will make an excellent Presiding Bishop.”
Read more
Bishops elected Jefferts Schori on the fifth ballot at
about the
historic Trinity, Capitol Square, a church founded by
another Presiding Bishop -- and Ohio's first bishop -PB-elect
Philander Chase. The bishops were sequestered inside the newly
See pages
restored church during the vote and until after the House of Deputies
6-7
received the news and confirmed the election.
Despite instructions to receive the news respectfully and quietly,
deputies and visitors erupted in cheers and applause at the announcement on Father's Day
of Jefferts Schori's election.
“I thought she was the best candidate, but I didn't think she had a shot,” said Debby
Stokes, a lay deputy from St. Philip's, Columbus. “I was pleased. With her background as
a scientist, I think she'll be able to make the hard decisions. I also appreciated her commitment to the Millennium Development Goals. I think she'll be the one to move this church
to another place, to refocus us on mission.”

PLEASE SEE PRESIDING BISHOP, PAGE 6

Windsor Report: Response signals hope for unity
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Three years after a decision that
prompted some to call for a split within the
Anglican Communion, the Episcopal
Church at its 75th General Convention
sent forth an olive branch.
Throughout the nine-day convention,
deputies and bishops wrestled in hearings
and on the house floors with the Episcopal
Church's response to the Windsor Report.
On the final day of convention - and at the
urging of Presiding Bishop Frank
Griswold and Presiding Bishop-elect
Katharine Jefferts Schori, both houses of
General Convention passed a resolution
calling on bishops and standing committees to “exercise restraint by not consenting

to the consecration of any candidate to the
episcopate whose manner of life presents a
challenge to the wider church and will lead
to further strains on communion."
Advocates for the measure said it would
give Jefferts Schori a place at the table
among the Anglican primates and serve as
a sign from the Episcopal Church that it
values its relationship within the Anglican
Communion. Opponents on the left and
right argued against it. Some said it marginalized gays and lesbians in the life of the
church; others said it didn't go far enough to
enact a moratorium on same-sex blessings
and the gay bishops.
The resolution is not perfect, conceded
Southern Ohio’s Bishop Kenneth Price Jr.
“Many people who very strongly support
the full inclusion of gay and lesbian people in

the life of the church found it very painful to
vote for this. Some of our bishops who have
been their strongest champions supported
this resolution at great personal cost,” he said
in an electronic letter sent to priests and lay
leaders on the day of the election. “However
in the end, the unity of the Anglican
Communion was an overriding issue. We felt
keenly the call to stand shoulder to shoulder
with 77 million Anglicans throughout the
world, and we highly value that relationship.
It is essential that we stay in conversation
with the gay and lesbian members of our own
church and the people who support their full
inclusion as well as with our more conservative brothers and sisters in our diocese, the
Episcopal Church and the Anglican

PLEASE SEE UNITY, PAGE 8
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General Convention:
“Be a powerful witness”
This column is being written less than 24 hours
after the close of the 75th General Convention held
in Columbus. This Interchange will be full of
accurate information on the actions of this
Convention. In addition, Episcopal News Service
and other media sources have covered it extensively. Also, all throughout Convention, both Richelle
Thompson and I sent daily updates. My purpose
here will be to reflect rather than report.
As most of you know, I love General
Convention. This was my 11th one as either a
deputy or bishop, and my third one as part of the
platform team for the House of Bishops. I was
delighted to be re-elected secretary of the House of
Bishops at the end of this session, and I look forward to serving in that capacity with our new
Presiding Bishop.
Mariann loves this meeting as much as I do. She
has never missed one, and this year she had significant responsibilities of leadership among the clergy spouses. More than 65 spouses participated in
the work project she organized in conjunction with
the good folks of St. John's, Columbus. This mission, and their vicar Lee Anne Reat, did our diocese proud in the efforts they put forth on this project. The same can be said for Trinity, Capitol
Square, which was involved in events of
Convention for 10 to 12 hours every day. Also
thanks to the choirs, musical directors and altar
guild members from congregations all over
Columbus, Dayton, Cincinnati and the entire dioceses that helped make worship at the Convention
exciting and uplifting. Kudos also are in order to
the more than 1,500 volunteers from virtually
every one of our 83 congregations across the diocese. If we heard it once, we heard a 1,000 times
thanks for this faithful corps of servants who all
put forward the best face of Southern Ohio by their
work, their attitude and their faithfulness. Jane
Dupke Curry and her crew of supervisors deserve
high praise for a job extremely well done. These
volunteers (and cases and cases of Buckeye candy
that we gave away) were a huge reason people left
this Convention with a very sweet taste in their
mouths.
Finally, what an exhibition booth we had!
Thanks to Ariel Miller, Celeste Parsons and Paul
Rank and hundreds of performers and contributors.
Without prejudice, I know this was the best host
diocesan booth ever.
With all that said, what about the legislative
work of Convention that occupied most of the time
for those of us in official capacities? First off, Jon
Boss did a fantastic job as a member of the
Program, Budget and Finance Committee. This is
the true work horse of Convention, and Jon put in
many long hours beyond his also consuming
responsibilities as head of our deputation. Our
deputies and alternates were most faithful in
attending all meetings, hearings and committee
work. Our entire diocesan executive and program
staff was on hand, and each person performed
tasks that were above and beyond any of their job
descriptions. Richelle's managing of the media and
communications duties was something to behold
and helped position our church positively in the
public eye.
The House of Bishops is the smaller house of

General Convention, and we
meet often between General
Conventions. We know each
other, and most of us are
quite experienced. The
House of Deputies is huge,
eight from each of our 111
dioceses. I think almost 60%
of the deputies there this
time were new. For many,
this will be their only time to
serve. Legislative matters
(300+ items) originate in one
house or the other. In all
cases, the other house must
concur. Often legislation is
amended and then must go
back to the original house for reoccurrence. It is a
cumbersome method, especially given the meeting
is only nine days long. Throw in the election of a
new Presiding Bishop and that takes up one of
those days.
Because of the different nature of the two houses,
work in the House of Bishops moves more rapidly.
Nowhere was this more evident than on action taken
regarding the General Convention's response to the
Windsor Report. There were several resolutions on
this matter, with some originating in Deputies and
some in Bishops. A primary one regarding the
nature of consenting to future bishops originated in
Deputies. The Special Committee formed to
respond to the Windsor Report asked for caution in
this matter as called for by the international
Anglican Communion via the Windsor Report. The
Deputies voted that particular resolution down, a
decision obviously reflecting the majority feelings
of that house. While many bishops were in agreement with this, after extensive reflection, they proposed a substitute that called upon restraint in consenting to candidates whose “manner of life presents a challenge to the wider church and would lead
to further strains on communion,” echoing the actual language of the Windsor Report. The Presiding
Bishop then called a rare joint session and asked
Deputies to consider this. During the Deputies’ consideration of the resolution, the Presiding Bishopelect also spoke and asked for support of this to
allow her to have a better chance of being able to
claim her place among the worldwide Anglican
Prelates after she took office. The measure then
passed by some 70% among the deputies as had
been the case when it was proposed in the House of
Bishops. It was, I believe, an example of the bishops
exercising the leadership that those in episcopal
orders are called to exhibit while remaining faithful
to the polity and governance of our church.
This was an extraordinary moment. Both the
Presiding Bishop and the Presiding Bishop-elect
are known for their advocacy in and among the gay
and lesbian community. Many bishops and
deputies who have a strong track record in this
matter also voted for this resolution, often with
considerable pain. It was a very hard vote, but it
was, I believe, an example of a significant number
of the governing body of our church choosing to
move away from personal preferences and feelings
in support of the greater cause.
This was not done without sacrifice. Just as the
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decision of the House of Bishops to not consent to
any election until General Convention evoked sacrifice on the part of our diocese when we had to
delay our election, so this action will call for sacrifice. Many of our gay and lesbian members will
feel betrayed and hurt. I can understand this feeling.
Immediately after this action, two relatively
small groups at totally opposite ends of this issue
announced their disassociation of this action. One
group felt this betrayal of the gay community was
too great and therefore could not support it.
Opposite from them, but taking the same action,
others felt this action did not go far enough in
answering the Windsor report. If these groups continue to only work for their own agenda, the church
will continue to be in crises. But if they can look
beyond this and endeavor to work together, I
believe we can move forward with great results. I
hope this will be the case -- for unlike past times
when those who disagreed simply left or absented
themselves altogether, all of those who dissented
had been a full and active part of the House when
these decisions were made and stayed throughout
the convention.
My hope is that in the days ahead, all will continue to remain active in our church as we continue to struggle with these issues. Absent voices are
useless and powerless. Active voices, even with
totally opposite points of view, make for a healthy
debate.
In the same manner, I hope our international
brothers and sisters will take this action as a signal
that they and we must stay together and work
together. If they do not, then all of this is for
naught.
I realize that a large part of this column has been
devoted to “THE issue.” I hate this for while it captured all the headlines, this was really not the
important issue of this convention. When the
Program, Budget and Finance committee held its
funding hearings, many of us from Southern Ohio
spoke in support of our Appalachian mission.
During that hearing, we heard of no less than 28
separate, exciting domestic and overseas mission
ventures in which our church is involved. In the
end, the Convention adopted our commitment to
the Millennium Development Goals as our highest
priority. Work on these MUST be a priority for all
of us. It is time for us to quit making sex the big
issue. We live in a world full of hurt, and the
Christian community could be a tremendous
source of reconciliation and healing if we just all
pull together.
General Convention 2006 in Columbus gave us
a huge shove in that direction. We must not get
sidetracked as has been the case in the three years
since the last Convention. I believe it is no accident
that this Convention took place in Southern Ohio,
for we have a strong record of keeping the mission
of Jesus Christ central to all we do. May our hosting of this Convention be a sign that our whole
church is likewise ready to respond to this call to
reach out in love and make a real difference in the
world. If we do, then the Anglican Communion
and the Episcopal Church both will be stronger,
and we will be a powerful witness to our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
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Spouses offered face painting during the Bible Times Fun Fair. Photo by the Rev. Dcn. Derrick Fetz

Spouses spend day in service
More than 100 area kids came to a Bible Times Fun Fair
set up and run by the bishops' spouses. The bishops' spouses
were asked to bring a children's book to give away at the carGrowth. Such a term has become popular in everyday nival, and the extra books were given to a nearby elementary
church language. We talk about growth of congregations, school where children can exchange the books they have read
growth of programs and growth of faith. The Episcopal for a new book. Even the bishops' spouses who were unable
Church chose “Come and Grow” as the theme for its 75th to attend the service project sent books to help instill literacy
General Convention. The theme was expressed in many ways among the children.
Spouses also assisted with a health clinic sponsored by
throughout the nine-day gathering.
Bishops' spouses didn't just talk about growth-they partici- Episcopal Retirement Homes, and in the evening, they
pated in it. They incarnated the verb “grow.” More than 60 helped prepare and serve meals to more than 100 neighborhood residents.
bishops' spouses - a third of those
For Richard Schori, husregistered -- participated in a full
band of Nevada Bishop and
day of extending God's love to
Presiding
Bishop-elect
people in the Franklinton neighKatherine Jefferts Schori, the
borhood of Columbus on the secexperience helped him learn
ond day of the General
more about the cultural
Convention. This was the first
dynamics of those in the
time the bishops' spouses had
Franklinton area.
organized and participated in a
“I enjoy learning a lot about
service project during a General
other cultures,” he said. “We're
Convention.
modeling mission. We're mod“It was an extraordinary day,”
eling activity for the church.”
said Mariann Price, the organizer
Phoebe Griswold, the wife
of the event and the wife of
of the Presiding Bishop Frank
Bishop Kenneth Price. “It was a
Griswold, called the experireminder that in the midst of all
ence “the highlight of General
the resolutions and committee Spouses offered free health screenings during the service
Convention so far.” She
hearings and doing the business project. Photo by the Rev. Dcn. Derrick Fetz
attended the women's Bible
of the church, we must never forget that our real business is going out into the world and being study and said, “I'll take home so much energy and insight as
a Christian.”
in service to people.”
Jeannie Johnson, the wife of Bishop Don Johnson of West
The idea of a service project arose in response to hearing
about the needs of people in Louisiana and Mississippi after Tennessee said, helped clean a kitchen and paint a porch. The
project helped her realize “that people are people no matter
the devastating hurricanes in 2005.
Price contacted the Rev. Lee Ann Reat, vicar of St. John's, where they are.”
Price hopes that similar projects will be planned for the
and together they developed a day that would use the gifts
and skills of bishops' spouses and benefit the congregation of spouses at subsequent conventions. It is customary for the
bishops' spouses to gather for field trips and meals during
St. John's and the surrounding neighborhood.
The 62 bishops' spouses had a choice to sign up for five dif- General Convention. Many of those who spent the day in
ferent service projects in the impoverished, Appalachian com- Franklinton look forward to adding social outreach to their
munity. Some scrubbed kitchen counters and floors in neigh- schedule of social events.
Larry Waynick, the husband of Bishop Catherine Waynick
borhood homes. Some planted flowers, while other bishops'
of Indianapolis, said, “It's just what we do as the church.”
spouses reflected on scripture with women from the area.
BY THE REV. DCN. DERRICK FETZ
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
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The Rev. Art Hadley, who is retiring this summer as rector of St. John's, Worthington, helps direct visitors during convention. Photo by Richelle Thompson

Jane Dupke Curry led the recruitment of the 1,500 volunteers for General Convention. Photo by Richelle Thompson

Volunteers played critical role
in Convention’s success
BY THE REV. DCN. DERRICK FETZ
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

In the beginning -- and all the way to the end -were the volunteers.
They wore red aprons in their churches and recruited friends and family members to give of their time
during the 75th General Convention of the Episcopal
Church. They stuffed envelopes and sent out e-mails
and assigned shifts.
Volunteers manned information desks at the Greater
Columbus Convention Center. They copied, collated
and delivered resolutions that were debated on the
floors of the House of Bishops and House of Deputies.
They supervised meeting rooms - and there were a ton
of meetings - and they greeted nearly 300 members of
the media. There were volunteers for public safety, the
Altar Guild and worship service and and to serve as
pages (think note passers) in the houses.
Volunteers are the “ligaments and joints” of the
body of General Convention, said Presiding Bishop
Frank Griswold during a commissioning service of
the volunteer supervisors.
The Triennial Meeting of the Episcopal Church
Women (ECW) -- meeting concurrently with
General Convention -- also relied on volunteers for
its day to day activities.
The volunteers “have been absolutely amazing,”
said Jane Dupke Curry, the local volunteer coordinator for the 2006 General Convention.
The 1,500 volunteers represented many of the 111
dioceses of the Episcopal Church. To share their time
and gifts with the whole church, many traveled great distances, including from Georgia, California, New York,
Nebraska, Puerto Rico and France. Two-thirds of the
volunteers came from the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Volunteers enjoyed the opportunity to extend hospitality and to connect with Episcopalians from
across the church.
“Being available to welcome people coming to this
convention is a way for me to reach out. It feels special
to have the General Convention in Columbus,” said the
Rev. Jerome Burns, rector of St. Philip's, Columbus.
Burns viewed the hospitality he extended to conven-

Bishop Kenneth Price Jr. presided over a commissioning
service for the volunteer supervisors. Photo by Richelle
Thompson
tion guests as part of living out the Baptismal Covenant.
“We're called to seek Christ in other people-we're
doing that at General Convention,” he said.
During his four-day commitment at General
Convention, Burns worked in public safety and the
secretariat -- an administrative office. Many of his
parishioners also participated in welcoming people to
the Diocese of Southern Ohio -- especially as part of
a contingent that greeted people as they arrived at the
Port Columbus airport.
General Convention afforded the volunteers with
the opportunity to build relationships with
Episcopalians from other parts of the country and the
world.
Linda Griffin, of Trinity, Hamilton, said she
“learned what it's like to be Episcopalian in different
areas of the country.”
Such relationships yielded exposure to cultural and
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liturgical diversity. Betty Heathcote of St. Mary's,
Hillsboro, said, “I take interest in the expanse of
diversity in the Episcopal Church.”
Diverse connections among cultures also were
encouraged by General Convention volunteers.
“Joey” Thiele of St. Paul's, Oakbrook, worked the
Diocese of Southern Ohio booth in the Exhibit Hall
where she shared with convention guests her crosscultural experiences through the Miami Valley
Episcopal Russian Network (MVERN).
Brian Turner of St. Stephen's, Columbus, was volunteering in the House of Deputies on June 18, the
historic day when the Episcopal Church elected its
first female Presiding Bishop. Turner was a few
yards away when Katharine Jefferts Schori entered
the House of Deputies for the first time as Presiding
Bishop-elect.
“I was surprised,” Turner said. “It was so exciting.”
The process to recruit the 1,500 volunteers began
three years ago, just after the 2003 General
Convention. Curry, executive assistant for Bishop
Kenneth Price Jr., attended the 2003 gathering in
Minneapolis to be trained for her role as volunteer
coordinator. Curry and her team primarily relied on
the Internet, communications within the diocese and
a campaign called the Apron Brigade.
The Apron Brigade consisted of asking one person
in each of the diocese's congregations to stand up
during announcements and invite fellow parishioners
to volunteer at General Convention. While making
the announcement, they had to wear the “official”
apron worn by the volunteers at General Convention.
Christopher Richardson, a postulant for Holy
Orders in this diocese, joined Curry in eliciting volunteers, assisting with online registration.
Curry used the phrase “be a part of it all” to excite
people to volunteer. She also emphasized the relationships that can be forged through volunteering at
General Convention.
The registration form allowed the volunteers to
choose tasks that complimented their skill set. Curry
and her team then assigned the volunteers to work
areas that aligned with their requests.
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Volunteer spotlight

Joan Deisler of St. Andrew's, Pickerington, goes over the list of media credentials. Photo by Richelle Thompson

Volunteer: GC06 a rich,
wonderful experience

Joey Thiele shared her passion for children living
halfway across the globe as she volunteered two days
at the 75th General Convention.
Thiele, a member of St. Paul, Oakwood, worked
the Miami Valley Episcopal Russian Network
(MVERN) table as part of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio's booth in the exhibit hall featuring more than
250 exhibits. At the exhibit, Thiele educated convention guests about the mission of the organization.
MVERN strives to build connections between
Episcopalians in the Diocese of Southern Ohio and
members of the Russian Orthodox Church in Russia.
Thiele has traveled to Russia five times through
MVERN and shares her stories about working with children to convention guests. “I
can't wait to get back to see the progress of one of the schools that I was in,” Thiele
said.
Her care for people extends to people in her home congregation where she has
been a member for seven decades. She has chaired the Stephens Ministry program
at St. Paul's for the past seven years. Stephens Ministry is a lay-based pastoral care
program that has grown in popularity among many denominations.
Betty and Jim Heathcote just didn't “know how
to say no” to requests to volunteer at General
Convention. The couple from St. Mary's,
Hillsboro, stayed in their RV during General
Convention and volunteered on several days during the gathering.
General Convention allowed the Heathcotes to
draw upon their past experience. Betty -- a “professional volunteer” -- manned the information desk.
Jim, a retired U.S. Air Force pilot, worked public
safety in the House of Deputies and the Exhibit
Hall.

BY JOAN DEISLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
When my priest asked more than a year ago if I would work as a volunteer during General Convention, I jumped at the chance. This would
be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity -- right in our own “backyard” -and I immediately arranged for vacation time from my job.
In preparation for the June gathering, two organizational meetings in
Columbus included staff members and coordinators from the Episcopal
Church and a core group of volunteer supervisors from many dioceses, including the Diocese of Southern Ohio. These gatherings were filled with the enthusiasm and excitement of staff members and volunteers who had worked at previous conventions. My anticipation increased with each meeting!
The volunteer experience has been wonderful! Volunteers have come
from many dioceses (at their own considerable expense) to work long
hours with dedication and good humor. It has been such fun to hear
about their home parishes and to share stories.
All the staff members in the areas I worked were so knowledgeable
and unfailingly considerate and appreciative. The bishops and deputies
were friendly and helpful, in spite of heavy workloads and pressures.
Press members have been orderly and polite -- even when working
under deadlines.
Working with church staff members has been very educational because they
have never been too busy to answer questions. I have learned more about the
organization and workings of the Episcopal Church in the past 10 days than in
the previous five decades. A few things I thought I knew have been exposed as
false, and many previously obscure or unknown processes have been explained.
For 50 years, I have worked in parishes in many different ministries
- choir, organist, altar guild, church school teacher and many others but only a few activities have reached out to the wider church. I am suddenly aware of how insular (parochial?) my views have been, and I am
poorer because of that!
I wish that everyone from every parish and mission in our diocese could have
shared in these wonderful days together. I am pleased to be part of a church in
which worship and work are accomplished with spirituality and civility.
Thank you for a great experience.

Volunteers, including Procter Camp & Conference Center executive director
Penny Buckley (far right) served in the House of Bishops. Photo by Julie Murray

Brian Turner is on the move. Two weeks ago
Turner moved back to Columbus from Boston. In
Columbus, he went from the Young Adult Festival to
the 2006 General Convention. As a volunteer at convention, Turner was on the move once again. Turner
served as a page on the floor of the House of Deputies
for three days. As a page, Turner guarded the
entrances to the house floors to prevent non-deputies
from entering. He also delivered messages and packets of information to the various deputations. Turner
expressed his excitement for volunteering at General
Convention.
“Just knowing that this was going to be in town
compelled me to be a part of it,” he said. “I wanted to visit as a young adult.”
Prior to working at General Convention, Turner participated in the Young Adult
Festival, a gathering of young people from across the Episcopal Church. The festival was held in Columbus in conjunction with General Convention. In Boston,
Turner was also on the move as he walked the streets of the city with a street priest.
His street ministry was part of a year-long internship with Ecclesia Ministry sponsored partly by the Episcopal Chaplaincy at Boston University. The internship provided Turner with an opportunity to discern for vocation. Turner plans to begin the
discernment process for priestly Holy Orders in the Fall at St. Stephens in Columbus.
Extending hospitality to the larger Episcopal community motivated the Rev. Jerome Burns to volunteer at the General Convention.
Although Burns has attended four other General
Conventions, this General Convention marked his first
as a volunteer. Burns, the rector of St. Philip's,
Columbus, considered his four days of service as part
of living out the baptismal covenant and his diaconal
vows he took in 1978 at his ordination to the transitional diaconate. Burns worked several areas of General
Convention including public safety and the secretariat.
The members of St. Philips also shared a warm
welcome to convention guests as they arrived at the
Port Columbus Airport. Burns encouraged his congregation to volunteer at convention. Other parishioners offer help in volunteer services, public safety, the Episcopal
Church Women secretariat and the information desk.
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Presiding Bishop: It’s a girl!
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
The Rev. Heather Wiseman, a clergy deputy and assistant at
St. Timothy's, Anderson Township, reacted to the news with
surprise -- and joy.
“There had to be a lot of men who voted for her in order for her
to be elected,” Wiseman said. While there are only 13 female active
and retired bishops in the Episcopal Church, 188 bishops voted in
the election -- and Jefferts Schori received 95 votes to win.
“I listened to her preach at the final Eucharist,” Wiseman
said. “She told us, 'Don't be afraid. Don't be afraid.' Which is
what the angels said every time they appeared and scared the
crap out of us. They said, 'Don't be afraid. God is doing something really wonderful here. Don't be afraid.'”
The Holy Spirit guided the decision of the bishops, said
Bishop Price, a member of the Nominating Committee for
Presiding Bishop.
“I believe we elected her not just because she is a woman,
but because she is a highly qualified woman,” he said. “Yes, it
is true that her election communicates the inclusive nature of
the Episcopal Church, but the main reason we elected her is
that we bishops truly believe that this bishop will lead us well
and represent us well on the world scene. I am proud to have
been the certifier of her election, and I am looking forward to
serving with her as I have with Bishop Griswold. But most of
all, I am very proud to be an Episcopalian. I believe our church
has made a wise and significant choice.”
An airplane pilot and former oceanographer, Jefferts Schori
addressed deputies and visitors who gathered in the Columbus
Convention Center in both Spanish and English. She thanked
the other nominees and reassured the church of her passion for
mission. She also offered a vision of reconciliation and actualization of the reign of God.
Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold, in a statement issued later,
said the election was “the fruit of the witness and ministry of
women bishops, priests and deacons in the life of our church."
A two-thirds majority of both clergy and lay deputies confirmed Jefferts Schori's election. Her term officially begins
Nov. 1; she will be invested and seated during a liturgy at
Washington National Cathedral on Nov. 4.
In a homily during the Closing Eucharist of General
Convention, Jefferts Schori urged 2,000+ crowd to put aside
their fears and to embrace God's love.
“Our invitation, both in the last work of this Convention, and
as we go out into the world, is to lay down our fear and love

Presiding Bishop-elect Katharine Jefferts Schori and Presiding Bishop
Frank Griswold pose for their first picture after the election. This exclusive photo was taken by Julie Murray at Trinity, Capitol Square, while
the bishops were still sequestered there. Murray was assisting Bishop
Price with his duties as Secretary of the House of Bishops.
the world. Lay down our sword and shield and seek out the
image of God's beloved in the people we find it hardest to love.
Lay down our narrow self-interest and heal the hurting and fill
the hungry and set the prisoners free. Lay down our need for
power and control and bow to the image of God's beloved in
the weakest, the poorest and the most excluded,” she said.
“We children can continue to squabble over the inheritance.
Or we can claim our name and heritage as God's beloveds and
share that name, beloved, with the whole world.”
The Episcopal News Service contributed.

Anglican, ecumenical response positive
Despite concerns that the gender of Presiding Bishop-elect
Katharine Jefferts Schori will pose problems within the primarily male leadership in the Anglican Communion, most initial
reports have praised the decision.
Bishop Trevor Mwamba of Botswana in Central Africa, said
that God is a God of surprises. "She is a servant of God, and we
thank God for what she has to contribute to the life of the
Anglican Communion," he said. "This is a great year for women
and we honor the role that women are playing in the world today."
Archbishop Andrew Hutchison, Primate of the Anglican
Church of Canada, said that it is a wonderful day in the life of
the Anglican Communion. "I have enormous respect for her
and her competence," he said, "and this will change the dynamics among the boys' club of primates in the Anglican
Communion significantly."
Hutchison acknowledged that the election will be a challenge in some parts of the world "because some countries have
gender-specific expectations," he said. "Leadership in some
traditional societies is very much in the hands of males and
therefore presents a challenge."
The Most Rev. Carlos Touche-Porter, Primate of Mexico,
said he is "thrilled" and eager to welcome her as a fellow primate in the Anglican Communion. "We need to go back to the
Anglican spirit of respectful diversity as a source of enrichment
and not division," he said.
Fourteen of the 38 Anglican provinces make provisions for women
in the episcopate. At present, there are 13 active and retired women
bishops and bishops-elect in the Episcopal Church and three in the

Anglican Church of Canada. The Anglican Church in Aotearoa,
Polynesia and New Zealand has one retired woman bishop.
Ecumenical leaders at General Convention said they didn't
expect the election to interfere with dialogue between the
Episcopal Church and other Christian denominations. Roman
Catholic Bishop Edward Clark of the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles said the impact was made 30 years ago when the
Episcopal Church chose to ordain women. "With a woman
bishop now becoming Presiding Bishop, I don't see that adding
any complications to our relationship," he said.
"I think it is going to be a challenge for [Jefferts Schori] within
the Anglican Communion, and I wish her well in that," he added.
"But she seems to have some very good talents for working with
people, and that will stand her in very good stead."
Bishop Joris Vercammen, Old Catholic Archbishop of Utrecht,
described the election as a "minor" decision. "The major decision was
made 30 years ago in accepting female bishops," he said. "If you have
someone among the bishops who has the capacity to be the Presiding
Bishop, and it's a woman, you have to elect that person. You elected
your best bishop, and I don't have any critical commentary on that."
Acknowledging that the election may complicate some ecumenical relationships and dialogues, Vercammen said it is
important for people respect the integrity of the decision.
"No one was interested in making this a historic decision or a
historic step," he said. "No one was interested in shocking fellow
Christians or other churches. On the basis of that integrity, I think
[ecumenical dialogue] will develop in the right way.

-- Compiled from Episcopal News Service reports
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Fast facts

■ Katharine Jefferts Schori was
consecrated the ninth Bishop of
Nevada on Feb. 24, 2001. She
serves a diocese of some 6,000
members in 35 congregations.
■ Her service to the wider
church includes current membership on the Special Commission
on the Episcopal Church and the
Anglican Communion; the Board
of Trustees, Church Divinity
School of the Pacific in Berkeley,
California; the CREDO Advisory
Board; the House of Bishops
peer coaching program; the
General Board of Examining
Chaplains; the Board for Church
Deployment; the House of
Bishops' Pastoral Development,
Racism, and Planning
Committees; the Court for Review
of a Trial of a Bishop; the
Episcopal visitor team for the
Community of the Holy Spirit;
and the Bishops of Small
Dioceses group.
■ She was ordained deacon
and priest in 1994. Prior to ordination, she was a visiting assistant professor in the Oregon
State University Department of
Religious Studies; a visiting scientist at the Oregon State
University Department of
Oceanography; and an oceanographer with the National Marine
Fisheries Service in Seattle. She
is also an active, instrumentrated pilot, who has logged more
than 500 flight-hours.
■ She has been married to
Richard Miles Schori, a retired
theoretical mathematician (topologist), since 1979. They have
one child, Katharine Johanna,
24, who is a second lieutenant
and pilot in the U.S. Air Force.

About the
Presiding Bishop

■ The Presiding Bishop serves as
spiritual leader to more than 2.4
million Episcopalians, is responsible for leading the church, and
must oversee the planning, development, implementation and
assessment of its programs.
■ The Presiding Bishop is elected every nine years to serve as
the chief pastor and Primate of
the church. Canon law charges
the Presiding Bishop with
responsibility for leadership in
initiating and developing church
policy and strategy, and for representing church policies, strategies and programs authorized by
the General Convention.
■ The Presiding Bishop is also
charged to speak God's word to
the church and to the world, as
the representative of this church
and its episcopate in its corporate capacity. In addition to
these key roles, the Presiding
Bishop oversees and presides at
meetings of the House of
Bishops, provides for episcopal
ministry in cases of vacancies
and visits the dioceses of the
church.
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A woman’s place: Priest
celebrates 30-year journey
T
At the General Convention in Minneapolis in
1976, Pat Merchant, then a deacon, was cochair of Coalition for the Ordination of
Women to the Priesthood and Episcopacy.
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

hirty years after her ordination to the priesthood, the second-most senior female priest in the Episcopal Church
held a secret hope for a female presiding bishop -- but she never believed it would actually happen. The Rev.
Pat Merchant, rector of Indian Hill Episcopal/Presbyterian Church, wouldn't even let herself dream of it.
So when the news was announced of Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori's election as the 26th Presiding
Bishop, she was shocked. Stunned.
And suddenly, Merchant said, she felt renewed and excited again about the possibilities for women in the
Episcopal Church.
“To me, it changes all my feelings about the Windsor Report, and it changes the way I feel about the
Anglican Communion,” Merchant said. “As long as I know Katharine's there, and she's at the table, it's going
to be different. It's going to be OK. Primates in the Anglican Communion are going to have to engage a
woman in a way that these church leaders have never had to do.”
Two days after the historic election, Merchant sat with Richelle Thompson, editor of Interchange, and
talked about her experiences as one of the first women ordained to the priesthood and her 30-year journey.

Tell me about your ordination: I was ordained the
day after it was legally possible -- on Jan. 2, 1977. I
chose that day instead of Jan. 1 to avoid all the protestors. I had read the Gospel at the Philadelphia ordination
(the irregular ordinations of 11 women in 1974). All
these people who were opposed showed up, saying
things like, 'You can no more make these women priests
than you can turn stones into bread.' I was so horrified.
I didn't want the ordination to be about the protesters. I wanted it to be a big celebration. Immannuel
Church in the Hill in Alexandria, Va., actually paid
me to work half-time toward the ordination of
women. I wanted it to be a big celebration for all
these people who had worked so hard.
How did you get involved with the push for the
ordination of women? In 1971, I was at Virginia
Theological Seminary and attended the first meeting
of the women's caucus. I was in seminary even
though the Episcopal Church wasn't ordaining
women. Believe me, I tried to talk with God about
that. But I really wanted to be a priest. I really felt
that was what God was calling me to be. I went to
seminary for a year, then I went to the commission on
ministry. I became a postulant in the Diocese of
Virginia and was ordained a deacon in May of 1974.
What was life like then for a female deacon?
Whenever you went to any meeting of the church,
there were no women there. The canon to allow lay
women in the House of Deputies passed in 1970, so
the first time that lay women deputies were seated
was in 1973. That was the year the General
Convention turned down the ordination of women. I
was devastated. I was there, pregnant with my
daughter. I had never experienced that kind of rejection before. I never could have believed that the
church I so loved, the place that had always given me
unconditional love, would reject me in that way.
So what happened next? I still felt the priesthood
was God's call for me. I graduated from seminary in
1974. I became very active in pushing for the canonical change from 1974 to 1976. I was co-chair of the
Coalition for the Ordination of Women to the
Priesthood and Episcopacy. I remember typing the
word “episcopacy” and thinking, 'Will this ever happen?' Priesthood, yes, I could get that. But the idea of
a female bishop seemed so far-fetched then. The idea
of a female presiding bishop never entered my mind.
Tell me about the Philadelphia 11 service in
1974: After the canons failed in 1973, people started
talking about having an ordination anyway. I was

As part of the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the
ordination of women, a timeline of contributions of
women was posted on the walls of Trinity, Capitol Square.
Photo by the Rev. Dcn. Derrick Fetz

The Rev. Pat Merchant, pictured on the large screen, testifies in support of the election of Bishop Katharine
Jefferts Schori as the 26th Presiding Bishop of the
Episcopal Church. Photo by Richelle Thompson
invited to read the Gospel. I hadn't been ordained
long enough as a deacon to become a priest. And I
wouldn't have done an irregular ordination anyway. It
would have undermined my push to get the canon
changed, and I would have lost credibility.
That service [for the Philadelphia 11] was an
extraordinary service. I've never experienced anything
like it before or since. I don't know when I've ever
been so happy and so scared at the same time. People
were threatening to bomb the church. It was crazy.
Later in the year, three of the 11 priests celebrated
the Eucharist at Riverside [in New York] in full opposition to what the House of Bishops had said. I served
as a deacon during that service too.
We took up an offering and sent it to Presiding Bishop
Allin. He had opposed the ordination of women, and he
sent back the offering. That caused such a stir.
Why did you keep pushing for the ordination of
women? I don't know whether I can distinguish
between being a rebel and being very passionate
about something. I didn't really like conflict -- it
scared me. But the more I got involved, the more I felt
like this institutional rejection of women was wrong.
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So here we are, 30 years later, and you cast one
of the votes for a female Presiding Bishop. How do
you feel about that?
I never imagined that we would elect a female
Presiding Bishop. I have a group of seven female priests
that I get together with every year. When we looked at
the DVD of the Presiding Bishop nominees, we all
thought she was great, but I didn't think there was any
way we would elect a female Presiding Bishop.
Waiting for the election results, I was bored out of
my mind. I was thinking maybe it will be Henry
(Parsley of Alabama) or Neil (Alexander of Atlanta).
I was thinking the election wasn't really going to
change my life. It won't affect me.
When they announced it, I couldn't believe it. I
didn't even expect it. I was shocked. Really shocked.
Ben Speare-Hardy [rector of St. Margaret's,
Dayton, and a clergy deputy for Southern Ohio]
turned around to me and said, “OK, Pat, there's your
30th anniversary gift.”
I feel renewed, and I feel like I'm more engaged.
The more and more outside the system you feel, the
less engaged you feel.
Share some final thoughts on the election: I told the
kids at the E3 [youth retreat during General Convention]
that finally the boomers have done something right by you.
There are so many things we have done wrong in terms of
leaving you an inheritance - the environment, the federal
deficit. I think that this is about men and women, about
respect and mutuality, about equality and parity of men. It's
about not treating women as objects but with respect.

GENERAL CONVENTION
GC06: By the numbers
839: deputies registered
313: alternate deputies
230: bishops, including international guests
188: voting bishops
117: different religious press organizations
45: secular press organizations
273: total press credentials issued
880: steps from Hyatt Hotel (where
most of the Southern Ohio deputation stayed) to the worship area almost half a mile.
10: number of minutes it took
Bishop Price to walk from the Hyatt
in a normal day
45: number of minutes Bishop
Price left early because so many
people stopped him on the way to
ask questions or talk.
12-14: Number of hours most
Southern Ohio diocesan staff worked
each day during General Convention
5: number of ballots to elect 26th
Presiding Bishop
95: votes needed to elect
95: votes received by Katharine
Jefferts Schori
188: Number of bishops needed to
have a quorum to elect a presiding
bishop
188: Number of bishops present at
Trinity, Capitol Square, on election day
155: Number of media calls to
Southern Ohio about the General
Convention, including from London,
France and Bogota, Columbia
1,500+: Number of volunteers who
helped with General Convention

Unity prompts compromise
FROM PAGE 1
Communion. Hopefully this resolution will allow that to occur.”
Presiding Bishop-elect Jefferts Schori told the bishops that
she could only support the resolution "if we understand that it's
not slamming the door. It has to leave the door open for further
conversation and consideration in the very near future."
After the bishops passed the measure and sent it to the deputies,
Jefferts Schori asked for and received permission to speak to the
House of Deputies. She told them that she is "fully committed to
the full inclusion of gay and lesbian Christians in this church."
Reiterating her stance that the resolution does not slam the
door to further discussion, she added, "I think if you do pass
this resolution you have to be willing to keep working with all
your might at finding a common mind in this church. I don't
find this an easy thing to say to you, but I think that is the best
we are going to manage at this point in our church's history."
Debby Stokes, a lay deputy, supported the measure.
“When you make choices, you have to count the costs.
Sometimes, you have to bite the bullet,” she said. Stokes hopes
this resolution will help “create an environment where all of us
can live in peace and harmony, given our differences.”
The Rev. Paula Jackson, a clergy alternate and rector of Church of
Our Saviour, Mount Auburn, fought back tears as she voted for the
resolution. Long an advocate for full inclusion, Jackson said it seems
unfair for gays and lesbians to bear the brunt of the sacrifice. At the
same time, she hopes that General Convention's actions will help
maintain the unity of the Anglican Communion.
She's also encouraged by a number of other resolutions that support the inclusion of gays and lesbians in the ministry of the church.
“It was as if, having all done our best to find a center in which
we could buy some time and make some space for people who
don't understand, we were suddenly finding new understanding
and inclusiveness together,” Jackson wrote in a report to her congregation. “One colleague said as we left, after the very emotion-

Top priority: eliminate poverty, hunger
ENS: The House of Deputies joined the
House of Bishops in supporting the United
Nations Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) and urging parishes, missions, congregations and dioceses across the Episcopal
Church to work for their implementation.
The Millennium Development Goals are
an eight-pronged declaration that has at its
core the eradication of extreme poverty and
hunger by the year 2015.
“I think that probably the most important thing to come out of convention is
the [commitment to the] Millennium
Development Goals,” said the Rev.
Heather Wiseman, a clergy deputy and
assistant at St. Timothy's, Anderson
Township. “To understand that we have
the possibility of achieving the elimination of hunger and poverty in our time, to
see the budget address those needs -- that
is truly impressive. That is something to
be shouted from the rooftops.”
In what has become a major mission
and evangelism emphasis of this General
Convention,
the
Millennium
Development Goals resolution:
■ Establishes achieving the MDGs as a
stated mission priority of the Episcopal
Church for the next three years;
■ Urges each diocese, congregation
and parishioner to give 0.7 percent toward
the MDGs by July 7, 2007; i.e. by
07/07/07;
■ Designates the Last Sunday after
Pentecost as a special day of prayer, fasting
and giving in the Episcopal Church toward

global reconciliation and the Millennium
Development Goals;
■ Calls on every diocese to establish a
global reconciliation commission to
mobilize Episcopalians to work for
achieving the goals of the MDGs;
■ Endorses the "ONE Episcopalian"
campaign that calls on the U.S. government to spend an additional 1 percent of
its budget to combat global poverty; and
■ Asks the budget committee of the
Episcopal Church to consider a line item
equal to 0.7 percent (or roughly
$900,000) in the coming three-year
budget for work that supports the MDGs.
■ In earlier debate, the General
Convention added the MDGs to its top mission budget priorities of justice and peace.
The Millennium Development Goals
are:
1. Eradicate extreme poverty and
hunger
2. Achieve universal primary education
3. Promote gender equality and
empower women
4. Reduce child mortality
5. Improve maternal health
6. Combat HIV and AIDS, malaria
and other diseases
7. Ensure environmental sustainability
8. Create a global partnership for
development with a focus on debt, aid
and trade.
Interchange editor Richelle Thompson
contributed.
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Reports from England's BBC interviewed people before the Integrity
Eucharist at Trinity, Capitol Square. Integrity advocates for the full
inclusion of gays and lesbians in the life of the church. Photo by
Richelle Thompson
al vote, 'I think we did the right thing.' I am not so sure as to call
it 'the right thing.' But I believe we did the best we could under the
circumstances, with what we had. And I trust the grace of God to
show us the way through to a better time and place for us all.”
General Convention responded as well to other recommendations set forth in the Windsor Report with resolutions that
commit to interdependence within the Anglican Communion,
express regret for straining the bonds of affection, affirm pastoral care, and urge restraint in consecrating bishops "whose
manner of life presents a challenge to the wider church."
The Anglican Communion Listening Process and the development of an Anglican Covenant also received support in both
Houses of Convention.
The Episcopal News Service contributed.

U2charist rocks!

A U2charist - a worship service with the music of Irish rock band U2 - attracted more than 700 people. The service, sponsored by the Episcopalians for
Global Reconciliation, was designed to raise awareness and support for the
Millennium Development Goals. Photo by Julie Murray

A note of thanks

Time and again, the hospitality of Southern Ohio was praised and
appreciated. The local host committee and Southern Ohio deputation,
offers a special note of thanks to the hundreds of volunteers who helped
make Columbus feel a little like home for 10,000 of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Your ministry of hospitality helped set the tone of respectful debate and compassionate decision-making at the gathering.
Coming up: The August Interchange will feature biographies, pictures
and answers to questions from the new bishop nominees for Southern
Ohio. They'll be announced July 10 and posted online in the afternoon at
www.episcopal-dso.org. Deputies and others involved in General
Convention also will offer their reflections.

REPORT FROM COLUMBUS
Legislation update
■ Interim Eucharistic sharing with the
United Methodists: The relationship
with the United Methodist Church
includes recognition of the UMC as "a
member of the one, holy, Catholic and
apostolic Church in which the Gospel
is rightly preached and taught" and
encourages the development of a
common Christian life between the two
bodies. The agreement permits common, joint celebrations of the
Eucharist (Holy Communion) between
the two churches.
■ Deputies concurred with the House
of Bishops in opposing the criminalization of homosexuality, opposing state
or federal constitutional amendments
that prohibits same-gender civil marriage or civil unions and affirming the
civil rights of gays and lesbians.
■ Another resolution reiterates
Episcopal Church support of gay and
lesbian people as "children of God
who have a full and equal claim with
all other persons upon the love,
acceptance, and pastoral concern and
care of the Church."
■ Deputies also concurred with bishops in adopting a resolution calling for
equal representation of women and
men on all decision-making bodies
within the church at local, diocesan
and national levels. This recommendation originated with the 2005 meeting
of the Anglican Consultative Council.
■ Additional resolutions were passed
that came from the special committee
that considered resolutions in
response to the Windsor Report. They
reiterated the historic separate and
independent status of the churches of
the Anglican Communion and affirmed
the "Windsor process" to discern the
nature and unity of the church and the
report's call for a listening process.
■ Deputies also concurred in creating
a new task force to study aspects of
church disciplinary canons. Proposed
changes to Title IV would have
replaced the current court-oriented
system with a multi-layered approach
intended to focus on mediation and
reconciliation which included a controversial provision that would subject
certain lay leaders to the new canons.
After hearing significant concern about
the proposal, particularly about subjecting laity to ecclesiastical discipline,
the legislative committee attempted to
rewrite the 30-page resolution to clarify issues. However, it quickly became
apparent to committee members the
revision could not be accomplished in
time for this convention to act, prompting a referral to the task force for continued revisions in the next three years.
■ A resolution directed General
Convention planners to provide child
care facilities at the 2009 convention.
It also encourages dioceses and
provinces to provide similar services at
conventions and synod meetings.
Source: Episcopal News Service

The complete texts of all General
Convention resolutions are available
at http://gc2006.org/legislation/
To read more, go to www.episcopalchurch.org/gc2006news

Budget reflects priorities
BY THE REV. DCN. DERRICK FETZ
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Appalachian ministries received a last-minute reprieve, with
$120,000 restored to the Episcopal Church's 2007-2009 budget.
The Joint Committee on Planning, Budget and Finance
(PB&F) listened to hours of testimony about the priorities for
the Episcopal Church and about requests for funding various
ministries from the tight $152 million, three-year budget.
Jon Boss, president of Southern Ohio's Standing
Committee and a member of PB&F, said the decisions were
very difficult but that he was pleased that the committee
responded to the testimony and will of General Convention.
In order to free up funds for other requests, the Executive
Council had proposed to PB&F to totally eliminate funding
to Appalachian Episcopal Ministries (EAM) and the Council
on Religion in Appalachia (CORA). Such an act would have
jeopardized the outreach of congregations in the Appalachia,
including those in Southern Ohio. Food pantries, tutoring
programs, emergency assistance and job training programs
were at risk for losing part of their funding.
A large contingent from the Diocese of Southern Ohio
testified during public hearings at General Convention on
behalf of Appalachian ministries.
Jeffrey Price, public policy director for the Diocese of
Southern Ohio, offered the members of PB&F a concise history of the Episcopal Church's financial role in the Appalachian
region. He cited resolutions passed by previous General
Conventions that supported ministries in Appalachia. The
Appalachian region includes all of West Virginia and parts of
12 other states and approximately 23 million people. A third of
Southern Ohio's congregations are in the Appalachian region.
Michael Maloney, president of Episcopal Appalachian
Ministries and the diocese's consultant on Appalachian ministries, explained the financial significance of the Episcopal
Church's funding for outreach in the region.
“In the past 30 years, organizations have taken little grants
from the Episcopal Church to do around $50 million worth
of outreach.”
In response to this testimony, PB&F elected to increase
giving to Appalachian ministries from the last triennial
budget. Instead of allocating funding to CORA, a new budget item called “Appalachian Initiatives” was created. The
budget earmarks $50,000 for Episcopal Appalachian
Ministries over the next three years, and Appalachian
Initiatives will receive $70,000 during the triennium.
The Executive Council, a governing body of the Episcopal
Church that meets between General Conventions, will determine the distribution of the Appalachian Initiatives money.
Many also were concerned about funding for children's
programming, deaf ministries and historically black colleges.
The Rev. Benjamin Speare-Hardy, rector of St.

Michael
Maloney,
president of
Episcopal
Appalachian
Ministries and
the diocese's
consultant on
Appalachian
ministries, testifies during a
budget hearing.
Photo by the
Rev. Dcn. Derrick
Fetz

Jon Boss, chair of Southern Ohio's deputation and a member of
the Program, Budget and Finance committee, casts a vote during
General Convention. Photo by the Rev. Dcn. Derrick Fetz
Margaret's, Dayton, testified on behalf of restoring funding
to the historically black colleges. He offered his ministry as
an example of the church's return on its investment.
PB&F responded favorably to the respective groups and
increased their funding amounts.
Inherent in the 2007-09 budget is a financial commitment
to the United Nations' Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs), which seek to eradicate poverty, reduce maternal
mortality and provide opportunities for women and children. While advocates proposed that the Episcopal Church
commit 0.7 percent of its budget to these goals, the final
budget set aside more than the 0.7 percent, which will be
distributed collaboratively through Episcopal Relief and
Development, Jubilee Ministries and Executive Council.
The budget reflects five guiding priorities: Justice and
Peace, Young Adults, Youth and Children, Reconciliation
and Evangelism, Congregational Transformation and
Partnerships (refers to ecumenical, interfaith and Anglican
Communion partnerships).

New lectionary readings adopted
BY THE REV. CANON VICKI ZUST
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
One of the actions of the General Convention will have a
significant impact on the life of the congregations in
Southern Ohio.
The General Convention has said that the Revised
Common Lectionary will replace the Prayer Book
Lectionary on the First Sunday of Advent, 2007 (that is
December 2, 2007). The Ecclesiastical Authority can give
permission to extend the use of the Prayer Book lectionary
until the First Sunday of Advent, 2010.
The Revised Common Lectionary is an ecumenical lectionary currently used by the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, the Presbyterian Church, the United Methodist
Church and the Roman Catholic Church. All of those
churches make some adaptations to it, as do Episcopalians
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when we use it.
The major difference between the Prayer Book
Lectionary and the Revised Common Lectionary is that in
the Prayer Book Lectionary, the Old Testament Reading is
selected to match the theme of the Gospel reading. In the
Revised Common Lectionary the Old Testament is read,
roughly in order. This gives a much better experience of the
stories of the Old Testament than the Prayer Book
Lectionary.
Forward Movement offers a pamphlet called
“Introducing the Revised Common Lectionary to the
Episcopal Church” by Joseph P. Russell, which gives a great
introduction.
More details on this and other liturgical changes by
General Convention, including the Propers for the Lesser
Feast of Philander Chase, first Bishop of Ohio, will be in a
letter to the clergy later in the summer.
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Bishop Price
and New
Hampshire
Bishop
Gene
Robinson
talk outside
of Trinity,
Capitol
Square.
Photo by
Richelle
Thompson

More than a
dozen loaves
of bread
were used
during the
United Thank
Offering
Ingathering
Eucharist
service on
June 17.
Photo by
Richelle
Thompson
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The youngest of
the Praise
Dancers from
St. Simon of
Cyrene, Lincoln
Heights, watch
the performance of older
members. The
Praise Dancers
performed during Southern
Ohio's exhibit
booth ribbon
cutting ceremony. Photo by
Richelle
Thompson

Boys from the El
Hogar Marimba
Band from
Honduras played
for the General
Convention visitors at the nearby North Market.
Supported by
several congregations in the
Diocese of
Southern Ohio,
their trip to
Columbus was
underwritten by
Calvary, Clifton.
Photo by the
Rev. Dcn. Derrick
Fetz

Southern Ohio's
exhibit booth
featured rotating displays and
midday performances.
Here, Laura
Gentner poses
with a display
about
Cornerstone,
the experiential
worship service
at St. George's,
Dayton. Photo
by Julie Murray

Several
choirs from
Southern
Ohio
delighted
General
Convention
during the
worship
services.
Photo by
Richelle
Thompson

Several of the Southern Ohio deputies stand with Bishop Price on the
floor of the House of Deputies. Photo by the Rev. Dcn. Derrick Fetz
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Youth educated, empowered at E3
BY ART PAUL AND KEILANI BURROGHS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTORS
E3, the youth gathering at General Convention, stands
for Educate, Experience and Empower. Youth from all over
the church gathered to fully engage in General Convention
and then take it home.
As youth, we are recipients of ministry the majority of
the time. We feel the church sometimes forgets to empower the youth do their own ministry. This is an important
aspect of ministry, giving others the power to minister
themselves, and E3 did exactly that. E3 empowered youth
to go back to their home diocese and make a difference. We
gave youth the knowledge of how to use their voice, how
this church works, and then sent them home to make a
change in their own diocese.
How did we do this?
On Sunday, each diocesan youth group represented used
the education that E3 provided to write their own resolution. Throughout the E3 experience, the participants were
exposed to different issues surrounding the church. From
what they discerned, they adopted a specific issue that is
pertinent to youth in their diocese. These resolutions will
then be taken back to their diocesan conventions. If this
does not get you excited, you must live in a box. Think
about it: because of E3, issues that youth care about will be
noticed and heard in their local area. Youth so often complain about not having a say, and now the tools that give
them a say are unleashed. As Bishop Michael Curry would
say, “Can I get a witness?”

ABOVE: E3 participants sang during a special celebration to
honor the Very Rev. George Werner, outgoing president of the
House of Deputies. Southern Ohio's Alexis Kent, Johnathan
Ross and Art Paul led the entire House of Deputies in the
songs. Werner has been a tireless advocate of including
youth people in the ministry and work of the church. Photo
by Roger Speer
LEFT: Participants in the Children's Ministry Program
engaged in crafts during the morning worship service. Led by
the Diocese of Southern Ohio and Rachel Friend of Trinity,
Capitol Square, the program for children ages 4-12 explored
the themes of growth through the lens of C.S. Lewis'
Chronicles of Narnia. Photo by Richelle Thompson

Art Paul, 18, attends St. Anne's, West Chester, and Keilani
Burroughs, 18, is from the Diocese of South Dakota. This
story appeared in the Convention Daily, a newspaper produced by the General Convention communication team.

Well done

Youth presence: fun, informative

Nine-year-old Noah Stuard practiced reading the Scripture lesson at home and outside. A member of Christ Church, Glendale,
Stuard read from Colossians during the Eucharist service on the
final day of General Convention. It was a first for Noah to read
the lesson in front of more than 2,500 people, many of whom
gathered to hear Presiding Bishop-elect Katharine Jefferts Schori
preach a homily for the closing service.
When Noah took the microphone, he remembered to
speak clearly and loudly - despite the “odd feeling that
everything I was saying echoed right back at me.”
Standing outside of the vesting room, Noah thanked person after person who praised him for the fine reading.
“I'm famous now,” said Noah, smiling.
He parlayed his newfound celebrity to speak out for a cause.
“I got to do my favorite thing, which is reading,” said
Noah. “And I urge people to keep on reading. Instead of
watching TV, read.”

Caldwell Reed, 16 and a junior at Springfield North High School, was one of 18 members of
the Official Youth Presence at General Convention. Reed and his colleagues had seat and voice
during General Convention's legislative sessions, and many of them spoke out about important
issues to the more than 800 deputies.
Reed shared some of his impressions with Interchange.
What did you think of General
You spoke in favor of a resolution. Tell us
Convention? From my perspective, it was real- about it. The resolution was about trying to
ly fun because I got to hang out with 17 youth encourage dioceses to have youth from ages 16from really all over the world. We all bonded. It 30 on vestries, committees and councils. I'm on
was good to go through my first General Diocesan Council, and I know a lot of my
Convention with them.
friends who serve on vestries. It's important for
As far as General Convention goes, it was a the church to have a younger perspective. I
lot more civil than I thought it
think youth need to be better repwas going to be. I thought when
resented on these committees
the big issues came up like
because things that happen in the
about the Windsor Report, I
church affect us too.
thought people were going to
What will you take away
be yelling at each other and
from the experience? I really
stuff. But everyone talked realhad a great experience being a
ly civilly to each other. That
part of the Official Youth
made me feel good about the
Presence. I was glad to be with
church -- that we could respectthese 17 other people. I knew
fully talk with each other.
some people who were 16 or 17
What were you surprised
and they were alternate deputies,
by? There were a lot of resolu- Caldwell Reed
and they were really bored. I was
tions about anti-racism. I thought
glad that I had the experience
racism wasn't a problem -- that it
with the Official Youth Presence.
was totally over with. So all the anti-racism resWhat do you think about the future of the
olutions were a surprise to me.
church? I hope we can work through all of our
Also, I was surprised that some dioceses don't differences, and no one splits off. But I'm not
ordain women. At my church, my mom is the sure how realistic that is. I hope when the
priest, and the deacon is a woman and the sec- Lambeth Conference meets that we can still be
retary is a woman. I thought that was accepted a part of Anglican Communion and try to talk
around the world.
about our differences.
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REPORT FROM COLUMBUS

Celebrating a bond of unity
areas of education and health care. Education of
young people, many in the delegation said, represents Liberia's best hope for recovery.
The Rev. Victor King, youth minister for the
Liberia Night at St. Matthew's, Westerville, on
June 14 brought together two groups of people who Episcopal Church of Liberia, expressed the gratihave been working together across 5,000 miles and tude of many in the delegation for small gifts sent
three decades to strengthen a country torn by 15 by St. Matthew's, such as soccer balls for the counyears of brutal civil war. The bond of unity between try's young people, and liturgical calendars for the
St. Matthew's and the Episcopal Church in Liberia churches. “Little is much if God has his hand in it,”
began in the mid-1980s, when Clifton and Abby King said.
The Rev. Ron Baird, rector of St. Matthew's,
Flemister fled with their family to America from
announced that the parish
Liberia, then in the midst of
has included $50,000 in its
war, and began attending
current capital funds camthe Westerville church.
paign for the building of a
Abby subsequently was
school in Liberia, and chalordained a priest in the
lenged other Episcopal
Church in Liberia and
churches to step up in supreturned to her homeland to
port of the country, with
answer God's call to minwhich ECUSA has had an
istry there.
ongoing partnership since
Mother Abby, now
before its founding as an
retired and living with her
independent nation in 1847.
husband in Columbus, conOthers speaking at the
tinues her ministry through
reception included Sandei
Partners in Ministry in
Cooper, the Church's treasLiberia (PIMIL), an arm of
urer, and Dr. Henrique
the Liberia Ministry of St.
Tokpa,
president
of
Matthew's that provides The Rt. Rev. Edward Neufville II, bishop of the
Cuttington
University,
ongoing aid for education Episcopal Church of Liberia, and Mother Abby
which was founded by the
and health care in a country Flemister, a retired priest in Liberia and director
Episcopal Church USA.
that ranks among the poor- of Partners in Ministry in Liberia, greet worshipest in the world, according pers as they leave the Eucharist at St. Matthew's The Rt. Rev. Benjamin
Omosebi, formerly of
to United Nations statistics. Friday evening. Photo by Judy Baird
Nigeria, represented the Rt.
PIMIL is now branching out
in an attempt to include many Episcopal parishes in Rev. Kenneth Price, Southern Ohio's bishop, at the
Southern Ohio and across the country in this vital event, and con-celebrated at the Eucharist with
Bishop Neufville.
ministry with our brothers and sisters in Liberia.
Liberia is situated on the West Coast of Africa
During a reception prior to a joyous celebration
of the Eucharist, members of Liberia's official dele- between Sierra Leone and the Ivory Coast. The
gation to General Convention - led by the Rt. Rev. country's historical ties with the United States
Edward W. Neufville II, bishop of Liberia, and his began in 1822 when freed slaves and free men from
wife, Mother Louise Neufville - pleaded for contin- this country were repatriated to Africa and formed
ued financial support to Liberia, particularly in the the country of Liberia.
BY JUDY BAIRD
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Southern Ohio's ECW delegates Millie Volungis, the
Rev. Dcn. Irene Radcliff, Millicent Eason and Felicia
Williams Jackson hold up the ring of names of female
priests in the Episcopal Church. The ECW honored the
30th anniversary of the ordination of women during
their Triennial Meeting. Photo by Richelle Thompson

ECW: ‘backbone
of the church’
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
When the chaplain for the Episcopal Church
Women Triennial Meeting in Columbus issued
the challenge, the 400 women from across the
church responded.
In 10 minutes, they raised $10,000 to support
the post-Katrina Darkness to Day clean-up and
rebuilding project for the dioceses of Mississippi
and Louisiana.
“The chaplain was still giving a talk about the
project when women started getting up and going
up front and opening their purses and checkbooks,” said Millie Volungis, an ECW delegate
from St. Anne's, West Chester. “Pretty soon there
was a line. The ECW board announced they
would match anything put in the bowl, and in 10
minutes, we had more than $10,000.”
The ECW meeting, held in conjunction with the
2006 General Convention in Columbus, “reconfirmed my feeling that women are the backbone of
the church,” Volungis said. “When something
needs to be done, women always step up and do it.”
The Triennial Meeting offered ECW delegates
a time to pray, listen and do the work of the
church. Time for fellowship and building relationships was central to the meeting.
The outreach component and making connections with women throughout the church appealed
to delegate Felicia Williams Jackson, president of
the ECW chapter at St. Edward's, Columbus, and
communications officer for the diocesan ECW.
“I'll take away [from the experience] many
new friends, lots of laughter, many joys and new
ideas,” said Williams Jackson, 46. “I didn't just
hear people talking about doing work. It was people doing work. We're doing many great things for
women and outreach.”
Volungis, 72, said she was impressed by the
depth of spirituality that undergirded every decision made by the group.
“Even though I'm tired right now,” she said on the
last day of the event, “I feel a renewed energy for the
work of women in our diocese. Our big job now is to
communicate the spirit, the importance of the work
that was done here with the people in the parishes.”
The Rev. Dcn. Derrick Fetz contributed.

Receptions honor new communities
BY LISSETTE N. ESTRADA
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Priests, bishops and lay persons ate, drank and
danced the night away together in the atrium of Ohio's
Statehouse on June 16 and 17. Many took advantage of
the tours offered during both receptions held each night.
The New Community Reception was held on
June 16, and so many people attended that the doors
to the patio from the atrium were opened for everyone to enjoy themselves.
The reception was the celebration for the recognition of the New Community of the Episcopal Church.
The New Community recognizes that not all
Anglicans are Anglo -- we are Hispanic, Asian,
Native American and black brothers and sisters in
Christ, sharing the same faith. Bishop Kenneth L.
Price, Jr. also attended the event.
AHispanic Reception took place the evening of June
17. Some who arrived early left early to participate in
the celebration of the ministry of Presiding Bishop
Frank Griswold. Those who stayed longer enjoyed
themselves until 11 p.m., when the reception ended.
“I think that most receptions help to celebrate the
diversity of the church, the spirit of church, a sense
of community, and offered the church a nice respite
during the work being done,” said the Rev. Anthony
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Women dance during the New Community reception
held June 16. Photo by Richelle Thompson
Guillen, the Episcopal Church's missioner for
Latino/Hispanic Ministries. “A good number of
young people attended, and the energy was welcomed and embraced.”
Lissette N. Estrada, a member of St. Matthew's,
Westerville, and her daughter, Gabriela N. Baldwin,
almost 15 months old, were recognized and
given gifts by Guillen for their work in the
planning of the receptions and other volunteer
work done during the Convention.

NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati West
The Adult Choir at Christ Church, Glendale,
has been invited to sing daily Evensong and the
Sunday Morning Prayer, Eucharist and Evensong
from August 13-19, 2007, at the Cathedral
Church of St. Andrew in Wells, Somerset,
England. The invitation was extended by the
cathedral after submission of several tracks of the
new CD that the choir has produced, entitled,
“Bless Thou the Lord.”
The mercury thermometer exchange sponsored
by Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming, was a
great success. More than 100 mercury thermometers were collected and replaced with digital thermometers. All of the old thermometers
were sent to Bowling Green State University for
recycling and research.

Columbus
The After School Adventure Club Science Fair
at St. John, Columbus, was a huge success.
Eleven students participated in the Science Fair,
beginning their projects back in February. Under
the guidance of their St. John's volunteer mentors, the students, in grades 3-6, posed questions
about an area of science, then researched, built
models, conducted experiments, typed reports
and created displays about their subject. The
Science Fair was held May 16 with Dan
Mushulko, host of The Amazing Science
Emporium on WCBE radio and Joe Mazza,
parishioner at St. John, Worthington, serving as
judges.
The Outreach Program at All Saints, New
Albany, held its first annual Women's
Professional Clothing Drive in May to benefit the
New Directions Clothing Closet in Columbus.

Jane Sojka, parishioner at St. Peter, Gallipolis, and marketing professor
at Ohio University, has been named a 2006-2007 University Professor at
Ohio University. Her special course will be titled “Why Did I Buy That?”
Gifford Doxsee of Good Shepherd, Athens, and a retired professor
of history at Ohio University, recently helped kick off International
Week events at OU with a lecture on the university's role in international education. Doxsee also delivered the Memorial Day eulogy for
veterans buried in the Ridges Cemeteries in Athens.
Andrew Bingman, Christ Church, Springfield, received the 2006
Franklin B. Walter Top Student award for Clark County and the
OSU/Honda Math Scholar award.
Congratulations to the Rev. John and Jean Carson for their induction to the Highland County Historical Society Hall of Fame. The
Carsons have been integral to the life of Hillsboro and Highland
County for 50 years and were the initiators of Samaritan Outreach.
Althea Case, St. Andrew, Washington Court House, celebrated her
98th birthday at a special coffee hour at St. Andrew's on June 13.
Happy Birthday, Althea!
Margaret Roberts, St. Barnabas, Montgomery, celebrated her 95th
birthday with a special party at the church on July 2. A very Happy
Birthday to you, Margaret!
Charles Daly, St. Luke, Granville, has been named to the Ohio Cup
Lacrosse team for 5th and 6th graders.
Mary Tuominen, St. Luke, Granville, has been named full professor
at Dennison University. Tuominen currently serves as Warner Professor
of Sociology/Anthropology and Associate Professor of Women's Studies.
Douglas Griffiths, St. James, Westwood, received a gold medal in
Southwest Ohio for his art portfolio, which was then sent on to New
York City for national judging and won a silver medal. There were just
120 silver medals awarded nationally from more than 7,000 entries.

The drive was a great success, collecting several
gently worn professional women's suits, dresses,
shoes and slacks which will help outfit many
needy women entering or re-enter the workforce.
The “Lovin' the Lord” team from Trinity,
London, participated in the Madison County
Relay for Life in June. In preparation for the
event, the team held several successful fundraisers, including a garage sale that netted more than
$1,000 and a raffle of a golf bag and cart. All the
funds raised go to the American Cancer Society
to fund cancer research and programs offered by
the organization.
St. Andrew, Pickerington, is recruiting a group
of parade coordinators. The parade coordinators
will organize groups of parishioners to go to various parades in the surrounding communities to
hand out candy and flyers about St. Andrews.
What a great way to get the word out about your
parish to the community!

Dayton

day, multicultural interfaith art camp is offered
from 8:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for children grades 48, ages 10-13. Each year, the art camp features a
theme around diversity and recruits artists from
various cultures to teach music, drama, dance, art
and storytelling. The theme for this year is
'Journey Toward Peace,' and the artist/director is
Paula Ramey. For more information about summer art camp, call the church at 937.837.7741.

Miami River
Church of the Ascension, Middletown, held a
backward raffle recently to fund their Navajoland
mission trip. The concept was backward, but simple: the prize was to NOT win the prize -- a black
sheep. Parishioners had their names entered into
the raffle to have the black sheep join their family. Since no one wants a black sheep in their family, families had to buy tickets to have their name
taken out of the raffle!

Northwest

Waffle Shop grants from Christ Church,
Dayton, totaled more than $8,000 in 2005, with
the vast majority of the grants awarded for outreach in the community. A long-standing tradition
at Christ Church, the Waffle Shop receives a high
level of community support and always uses the
funds to give back to the community.

The Northern Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster
picnic will be held at Ohio Caverns on July 30.
No services will be held at any of the cluster congregations that day, so that everyone can gather
for worship and fellowship. The cluster is made
up of the congregations of Church of the
Epiphany, Urbana and Church of Our Saviour,
Mechanicsburg, along with the Church of the
Holy Trinity, Bellfontaine (Diocese of Ohio.)

The 'Great Friends' team at St. Paul, Oakwood,
again participated in this year's Walk for
Women's Wellness, raising more than $1,100 for
the Kettering Medical Center Foundation's
Women's Wellness Fund. Way to go, Friends!

Scioto River

St. Margaret, Trotwood, is sponsoring a summer art camp July 17-21 at the church. The five-

Volunteers at All Saints, Portsmouth, served
289 spaghetti dinners and 230 pancake breakfasts
to the cyclers of the Tour of the Scioto Valley
bicycle tour who were in Portsmouth overnight
May 13-14.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list.
For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese?
Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, All Saints Episcopal Church, 610 Fourth Street, Portsmouth, Ohio 45662.
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ENS: The Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. John Tucker Mugabi Sentamu,
Archbishop of York, read a message to the House of Bishops from
the Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. Dr. Rowan Williams, Archbishop of
Canterbury, and, after some personal reflections, read the same statement to the House of Deputies. Sentamu was one of the more than 60
international guests at General Convention.
The full text of Williams' statement follows:
Greetings to you all in Christ's name as you meet to pray and deliberate about the life and witness of your church and the demands of
God's Kingdom. May God grant you discernment as you meet and
listen to each other in patience and love.
As all those involved will be acutely aware, this General
Convention takes place in a climate of intense and perhaps rather
oppressive attention worldwide. At the meeting last week of the
Bishops of the Church of England, we recognized the pressure under
which you meet, and committed ourselves to praying more deeply
and more constantly for all of you during these days. Please be
assured of our loving concern for the Episcopal Church and our

hopes that we in the Anglican Communion may learn again to walk
with each other more trustfully.
The recommendations of the Windsor Report will be much in your
minds and your deliberations, and I appreciate the work your
Commissions and Committees have done in responding to the
Windsor Process. I hope that the theological vision there set out in the
Report of the ground and character of our communion in Christ will
be clearly before you. We cannot survive as a Communion of churches without some common convictions about what it is to live and to
make decisions as the Body of Christ; Windsor is not the end of the
story, but it sets out a positive picture of what that might imply as
together we strive to serve the mission of God.
We thank God for all that the Episcopal Church has contributed
over the years to our fellowship and commend you to the One "who
is able to establish you according to…the proclamation of Jesus
Christ" (Rom.16.25).
Grace be with you all.
Rowan Cantuar

Moving ‘Towards an Anglican Covenant’
At their meeting earlier this year, the Joint Standing Committee of
the Anglican Consultative Council and of the Primates' Meeting considered how a proposal of the Windsor Report for an Anglican
Covenant could be carried forward.
They commended the paper “Towards an Anglican Covenant,”
which had been presented to them as basis for discussion and reflection in the Communion, and requested that the Secretary General, in
consultation with the Archbishop of Canterbury, should move to the
appointment of a Task Group to work on the proposal.
Provinces, Anglican Communion commissions and networks,
theological institutions and all who are interested are invited to

S C H O L A R ’ S
I heard a caller to a radio program confidently
say that he had done extensive research and found
that there are no contemporaneous references to
Jesus and therefore no proof that he ever existed. I
don't think he is right, but how do you respond to
someone who says that everything we have ever
been told about Jesus is legendary and he never
actually existed?
The caller was right about one thing:
we have no contemporaneous references to Jesus (mentions of Jesus written during his lifetime). But that is not
a reason to seriously doubt that he
lived. We have references to Jesus soon
enough after his lifetime to establish
that he existed.
There are three early references to
Jesus in non-Christian sources that
are sufficient to establish to the satisfaction of most historians that
Jesus was a historical person. The
Jewish historian Josephus writing in
about 94 A.D. mentions the martyrdom of James, the brother of Jesus
and refers to “the brother of Jesus,
who was called the Messiah. James
was his name.” Pliny the Younger,
writing in 111-113, describes what
he had heard of the worship of

Christians, how they were “accustomed to gather on a fixed day
before sunrise and sing a hymn
antiphonally to Christ as to a god.”
The Roman historian Tacitus, writing around 115, relates how the
Emperor Nero in 64 blamed the
burning of Rome on the Christians
and tells us, “Christus, from whom
their name is derived, was executed
by the procurator Pontius Pilate during the reign of Tiberius.”
References to Jesus in Christian writings begin earlier. Historians date the
crucifixion either to the year 29 or 30.
The first reference to Jesus we have
comes from 20 or so years later in the
oldest preserved Christian writing:
Paul's First Letter to the Thessalonians
(dated 50 or 51). Paul refers to Jesus as
“our Lord Jesus Christ,” “[God's] Son

respond to the questions set out in the paper in preparation for
the work of the Task Group. The Anglican Communion Office is
aware that several groups around the Communion are already
looking at this question, and particularly invite the participation
of our groups who have already developed material to contribute.
Responses to the paper should be submitted in electronic format
(preferably in Word) to this address: covenant@anglicancommunion.org
The paper can be found here: http://www.anglicancommunion.
org/commission/ covenant/index.cfm

C O R N E R

from heaven,”
and tells us he
was crucified,
raised and will
come again. So
we have a 20year gap between
Jesus' life and the
first written mention of him.
The earliest
account of what
Jesus said and
did (beyond being crucified and
raised) is in the Gospel of Mark. We
don't know exactly when Mark was
written, but most scholars guess
mid-60s to early 70s. If we take the
year 65 for Mark, that would be 35
years after Jesus' lifetime.
The 20-year gap to the earliest mention of Jesus and the 35-year gap to
Mark is far better than almost any other
religious leader from the ancient
world.
For Zoroaster, Lao-tzu, Confucius,
Buddha, Abraham and Moses, there
is at least 300 years of purely oral
transmission before any of their
words or stories about them were
written down.
Muhammad's case is special: the
words of the Qur'an seem to have been
carefully preserved both orally and in

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
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written form from the very beginning,
but no such care was taken with the
words and deeds of Muhammad,
which only began to be written down
125 years after his death.
Of the ancient figures I have looked
into, only the philosopher Socrates
does better than Jesus. Two of his disciples (Plato and Xenophon) wrote
reminiscences of him.
So while we have no exactly contemporaneous references to Jesus,
our historical sources for his existence and his words and deeds are
better (closer to the event) than
those for almost all other ancient
religious figures. We would love to
discover somewhere verbatim notes
taken down during the Sermon on
the Mount or other contemporaneous written materials but that is
unlikely. We are actually quite well
off having the Gospel accounts of
Jesus written one or two generations
after his lifetime and the even earlier letters of Paul.
The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,
Episcopal life and other religious subjects. Send questions to 2146 Cameron
Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CALENDAR

Anglican Academy graduates celebrate

July
3-8 - Senior High Camp, for youth entering grades
10-12, at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
10 - The Standing Committee announces the names
of the nominees for the 9th Bishop of Southern Ohio.
See www.episcopal-dso.org in the afternoon for details.
10 - The petition process begins for the 9th Bishop
of Southern Ohio.
10-15 - Intermediate Camp, for youth entering
grades 8-9, at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
17-22 - Junior Camp, for youth entering grades 6-7,
at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
20 - Post-General Convention Reflection - a time
for clergy to gather at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, beginning at 9:30 a.m. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Vicki Zust at 513.421.0311 (Detailed information will be posted online and sent to clergy).
22 - Post-General Convention Reflection - a time
for clergy to gather. At St. Mary Magdalene,
Maineville, beginning at 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Vicki Zust at 513.421.0311 (Detailed information will be posted online and sent to clergy).
23-28 - Kenyon Summer Conference, located on the
campus of Kenyon College in Gambier.
25-29 - Boys and Girls Camp for youth entering
grades 4-5, and Adventure Camp (camp outdoors in
tents) for youth ages 13-18, at Procter Camp &
Conference Center.

August
3-6 - Family Camp, at Procter Camp & Conference
Center.
12 - Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: Vice President Chips
Lanier at 937.258.0141.
26 - Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention
Training will be offered at Church of the
Redeemer, 2944 Erie Ave., Cincinnati. The program starts at 9 a.m. and generally finishes at 3
p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are required.
Contact Geri McDaniel at the diocesan office at
513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712. To register or pay
online, look under administration, misconduct prevention. The cost of the training is $15, which
includes lunch and materials. Payment should be
mailed to Geri McDaniel, Diocese of Southern
Ohio, 412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, 45202.
Make checks payable to the Diocese of Southern
Ohio. Training is required of all clergy, employees
of a church, youth ministers, Stephen Ministers,
Eucharistic Visitors, counselors, volunteers and
any lay person that interacts or has care of children.
Contact: the Rev. Dcn. Peg Denton at
513.897.7414.

September
8-9 - Deacons' School, at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, Wing A. Contact: the Rev. David
McCoy at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424.
9 - The third annual Mountain Grace Conference, at
the Ohio University Campus in Lancaster from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. The conference will include a keynote talk on
connecting with Appalachian communities, worship,
traditional music and lively discussion groups. This
conference is again sponsored by the three
Appalachian deaneries, Episcopal Appalachian
Ministries, Congregational Life and other diocesan
offices. Contact: the Rev. Katharin Foster at
740.593.8615.
16 - Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. For more information, contact
Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141
23 - Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention
Training will be offered at Trinity Church, 76 E. Main
Street, Newark. See registration information above.

BY KAY STURM
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The Anglican Academy Graduation Eucharist was held on June 3 at Christ Chapel at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr. presented certificates to the 25 students who graduated
from the School for Diaconal Ministries, Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative and Education for
Ministry.
Seven new vocational deacons completed the three-year
course of study. They are:
Ellen Cook, Jennie Crockett,
Pamela Elwell, Colenthia
Hunter, Irene Radcliff, Diana
Shirley and Fred Shirley.
Six completed the two-year
SOLLI program. They are:
John Benson, Milicent Eason,
Sherry Gillespie, Etta Jones,
Ernie Lawson and Daryl
Wilbur.
The 12 graduates from the
four-year EFM course and
their mentors are:
Karen Proffit Ingraham
(Mentor: Emily R. Jobe); SOLLI and Anglican Academy graduates. Photo by Jeffrey Price
Roberta S. Miles and Warren
M. Solar (Mentor: Kenneth W. Lyon); Joseph F. Miccio (Mentor: the Rev. Dcn. Crickett Park);
Lindsay S. Graves, Marilyn J. Karl, John Christopher Scott and Jacqueline E. Wagner (all mentored
by Richard Rastetter); Howard A. Heck (Mentor: Mary L. Slenski); and James F. D'Wolf and Carol
B. Cole (Mentor: Hawley Todd).

By the numbers: Lay ministry in Southern Ohio
1,194: lay persons are licensed to serve in one or
more licensed lay ministries in the diocese.
80: parishes are represented by these licenses
1,620: licenses issued or renewed since Advent 1 of
2005.
942: licensed as Chalicists

223: licensed as Eucharistic Visitors
75%: percentage who have completed the mandated Sexual Misconduct and Child Abuse Prevention
training (more than double the number since 2004).
359: licensed as Worship Leaders
12: licensed as Lay Preachers

CLERGY/CONGREGATIONS
The Rev. Robert Goodrich will serve as interim vicar at St. Andrew, Pickerington. He began June 18.
The Rev. Bridget Tierney will serve as interim rector at St. John, Worthington, beginning in July.
The Rev. Lynne Carter-Edmands, formerly a priest of the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, has
accepted a call to serve as rector of St. James, Columbus.
The Rev. Philip College will serve as interim at St. Mark's, Upper Arlington, beginning later this summer.

Congregations in search:
Beginning Process: St. Andrew, Pickerington; St. John, Worthington;, St. Mark, Upper Arlington
Preparing Profile: St. Peter, Delaware;, St. Peter, Galipolis
Interviewing: St. Anne, West Chester;, St. James, Westwood
For more information, contact the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust, canon to the ordinary, the Diocese of Southern Ohio,
412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Phone: 800.582.1712. E-mail: vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org.

POSTINGS
Organist/Choir Director: St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, seeks a part-time organist and choir
director. Responsibilities include playing for a vibrant and friendly congregation at the principle Sunday
morning Eucharist and special services during the liturgical year. The person must be an efficient reader
of music, have strong hymn-playing and improvisational skills and be willing to utilize classical as well
as contemporary resources in worship and other musical presentations.
The person will be primarily responsible for rehearsing, developing and directing a “10-12 voice volunteer choir” as well as the gospel choir, which leads worship every third Sunday of the month. Other
responsibilities include developing a youth choir, ensuring proper care of all musical instruments in the
parish (mainly organ/pianos) and working in collaboration with the rector to select hymns or other suitable musical compositions for worship services. Familiarity with the Anglican/Episcopal tradition and
worship will be an asset. Salary is negotiable. The organ is a three manual Rogers Digital Computer Organ
System in excellent condition.
Send resume and tapes (if available) by July 31st, 2006 to: The Rev. Trevor R. Babb, 810 Matthews
Drive, Lincoln Heights 45215. Call 513.771.4828 with further questions. You also may email your resume
to: stsimonsrector@aol.com.
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The Rev. Claire Hunkins enjoys a congratulatory hug.

The Rev. Cricket Park offers the chalice.

The Rev. Steve Bilsbury blesses his daughter.

Do you believe you are truly called by God and his Church to this priesthood?

“I believe I am so called.”

Photos by Fred Johnson

B

ishop Kenneth L. Price Jr. laid hands upon six men and women on
June 24 at St. Matthew's, Westerville, and prayed, “Therefore,
Father, through Jesus Christ your Son, give your Holy Spirit to
them; fill them with grace and
power and make them priests
in your Church.”
In the sermon, the Rev. Jack Koepke, rector of St. Paul's, Dayton, challenged the new
priests to live up to their potential despite
any obstacles they may encounter in their
ministries.
The new priests began this month their
two-year internships with the Diocese of
Southern Ohio.
The priests and their placements are:
The Rev. Steve Bilsbury: priest-in-charge
at St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville.
The Rev. Judith Doran: assistant at St.
Paul, Dayton.
The Rev. Kiah Webster celebrates.
The Rev. Jane Gerdsen: priest-in-charge
of St. Andrew, Dayton, and assistant at Christ Church, Dayton.
The Rev. Claire Hunkins: priest-in-charge at Trinity, London.
The Rev. Cricket Park: assistant at St. Patrick, Dublin.
The Rev. Kiah Webster: priest-in-charge at St. Paul, Chillicothe.

Bishop Kenneth Price Jr. gives a Bible to the Rev.
Jane Gerdsen during the service.

Ju
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‘One Episcopalian’ campaign
aims to eradicate poverty
At the General Convention last month, the
Episcopal Church launched a new grassroots partnership with ONE: The Campaign to Make Poverty
History. The new initiative, called ONE
Episcopalian, seeks to rally Episcopalians -- ONE
by ONE -- to the cause of ending extreme poverty
and achieving the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs).
"Strong advocacy from a wide array of
Americans -- including people of faith -- is needed
so government leaders will commit the resources
necessary to meet the Millennium Development
Goals," said Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold.
"The ONE Episcopalian campaign will provide an
opportunity for all Episcopalians to unite their voices with the large and growing movement to end
global poverty in our time."

The ONE Campaign is a
movement of Americans of
all beliefs and every walk of
life, united as ONE to help
make poverty history. ONE
is a coalition of more than 70
of America's leading advocacy and humanitarian organizations and more than 2.3
million people, joining
together to fight global AIDS
and extreme poverty. The
goal of ONE is to direct an
additional ONE percent of
the U.S. federal budget toward providing basic needs
like health, education, food and clean water to transform the futures and hopes of an entire generation in

JEFFREY S.
PRICE
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Honor Bishop Thompson,
support summer campers
In May, the Standing Committee sent a letter,
signed by Chet Cavaliere, inviting every household
in the Diocese of Southern Ohio to help establish an
endowment fund to honor the service of Bishop
Thompson and of his late wife, Russelle. The proposed fund will benefit prospective summer campers
at Procter Camp & Conference Center by offering 10
scholarships each year, with a grant awarded to one
camper from each deanery.
Thanks to all who have already contributed generously to the fund. The campaign is off to a great start,
but we need the help of every Episcopalian to make
our goal.
If you have not yet made a gift, please give your
prayerful consideration to this request. The Standing
Committee wants to receive gifts by Oct. 1, 2006, so
that the entire diocese can celebrate the campaign's
success when we meet at Portsmouth for the 132nd
Annual Convention in November.
Please write your check to the “Diocese of
Southern Ohio,” with a notation on the memo line,
“Thompson campership” and mail it to the Diocese
of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati
45202-5719. All gifts are tax deductible to the extent
allowed by law.
If you have an interest in donating appreciated
stock, please contact Patty Hassel, finance officer at
513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712, for gifting instructions.

Ironton youth win award for
Memorial Day parade float
The youth of Christ Church, Ironton, won the
Grand Marshall's award for their float in Ironton's
Memorial Day parade. They have won awards the
past two years, but this is the big, overall award!
They received $300 for their efforts, a plaque and a
certificate. After the parade, parents, kids and church
members gathered for an impromptu celebration at
the home of Mandy and Nevada Hart. Nevada is one
of the church's musicians, and Mandy is a new
Sunday school teacher.
The Rev. Dcn. Sallie Schisler, a deacon at Christ

the world's poorest countries. The Episcopal Church
-- which endorsed the MDGs at its 74th General
Convention in 2003 -- has been a member of the
ONE Campaign since its first year of existence. ONE
Episcopalian builds on this energy by equipping dioceses, parishes, and individuals to be more effective
advocates and join with people across America and
the world in the fight against extreme poverty and
global AIDS.
By speaking with ONE voice, in common language, Episcopalians have the opportunity to show
the power of ONE!
For more information on The ONE Episcopalian
campaign and what you can do, contact:
Alex Baumgarten, The Episcopal Church,
202.547.7300, or Meighan Stone, ONE Campaign,
202.468.0791.

St. Cyprian Episcopal Church celebrated its first service on Pentecost
Sunday, June 4, with the Rt. Rev.
Benjamin Omosebi, retired bishop of
the Diocese of Kano in the Anglican
Chuch of Nigeria, (pictured here) presiding. The congregation welcomes the
growing number of African immigrants
in the Columbus community. Worship
services are 10:30 a.m. on Sundays
at 787 East Broad Street (the old St.
Paul's church building).
To learn more, contact the Rev.
Admire William Cleeve at
614.276.1767 or by e-mail at
awcleeve@yahoo.com . Visit their website at www.stcyprianofcarthage.org.
Photo by Jeffrey S. Price
Church, writes: “The kids said they wanted to 'beat
the Baptists,' and they did. This effort requires a lot of
work, and we are so thankful for our youth minister
Lea Clark. She is an amazing woman.
“Ironton's youth rock!”

Standing Committee reports
The Standing Committee met at Procter Camp &
Conference Center on April 28 and May 25. At the
April meeting, the Standing Committee granted consent to the following ordinations: Diana Shirley, Fred
Shirley, Colenthia Hunter, Jennie Crocket, Pam
Elwell, Irene Radcliff and Ellen Cook to the vocational diaconate; Ernestein Flemister and Derrick
Fetz to the transitional diaconate, and Steve Bilsbury,
Judith Doran, Claire Hunkins, Cricket Park, Jane
Gerdsen, and Kiah Webster to the priesthood. We
also met with a number of people currently in the
ordination process in Southern Ohio. Mike Krug,
chair of the Nominating Committee, gave a report
updating us on their progress and the Rev. Stephen
Applegate, chair of the consecration committee,
reported that the consecration of the 9th Bishop of
Southern Ohio is set for the Mershon Center in
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Columbus on Saturday, April 28, 2007.
At the May meeting, we discussed with Richelle
Thompson, director of communications for the diocese, the process we will use on July 10 when the
Nominating Committee presents the names of the
nominees for 9th Bishop to the Standing Committee.
The names of the nominees, their biographies and
answers to the seven questions based on the diocesan
profile - along with their answers to 3 questions that
are developed following General Convention, will be
released on the afternoon of July 10. They will be
available on the diocesan website at www.episcopaldso.org. The petition process will begin that day as
well, and a letter describing that process was mailed
to all clergy and delegates to the electing convention
in early June. The Interchange will cover all the nominees extensively throughout the fall.
The next meeting of the Standing Committee is
July 10 at the Diocesan office in Cincinnati.
Jon B. Boss, President
The Rev. Charlotte Collins Reed, Vice President
Lisa Hughes, Secretary
The Rev. Richard Burnett
C. R. “Chet” Cavaliere
The Rev. Stephen Applegate

GENERAL CONVENTION: REFLECTIONS

Lay theologian: Where strange is normal
BY DON REED
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTER
Before General Convention, I had never seen so
many bishops in one place. At diocesan meetings,
there are lots of priests and deacons but only two or
three purple shirts, tops.
I had also never seen so many fellow bow tie
wearers, or so many men in seersucker and white
bucks. Wow.
Finally, imagine the most outrageous clergy shirt
design you can think of. Then take it up a notch or two.
One of my favorite restaurants in Springfield had
the motto, “where strange is normal.” They eventually closed because they were rather more peculiar
than profitable. Still, I loved the exotic character of
the Strange Brew Café, a quirky alternative to the
chains.
Think about how General Convention gets populated. Each of the 111 dioceses in The Episcopal
Church sends all its bishops and eight deputies, half
clergy and half lay, from the U.S. and 14 other
nations. The math is easy: 888 deputies, if everyone
comes, plus alternates for substitution when needed.
The chances are high that you'll end up with some
colorful characters and some extreme points of view.
I had been warned by a friend from Florida, from
the House of Bishops and Deputies discussion listserv, that the debates in the House of Deputies would
be indistinguishable from debates at national political
party conventions. There would be floor managers,
giving signals on how to vote. There would be
tedious haggling on procedural motions aimed at
manipulating the debate and votes. There would be
backroom bargaining and overt uses of power.
Indeed, there was some of this. But the Very Rev.
George Werner, president of the House of Deputies,
did a masterful job at maintaining a dignified environment in the House. The president-elect, Bonnie
Anderson, was every bit as graceful. They reminded
us more than once that the House of Deputies does
not do business the way the world does.
We could applaud guests or speakers only if given

committee addressed.
Nonetheless, they worked hard and intelligently
together, and with such grace and good humor
toward one another, that they were by the second day
joking with one another across theological divides.
Two of the most talkative members, one a progressive and the other a traditionalist, consulted each
other on the side during tedious discussions, on how
to craft their sentences so that they could both affirm
them.
Committee #26 worked together in public meetings, not counting numerous private subcommittee
meetings, for 26 hours over eight days, Monday
through Monday. The House of Deputies met in formal legislative sessions for 47 hours over nine days,
Tuesday through the following Wednesday.
Committee #26 met face-to-face in a U-shaped
arrangement of tables. The House of Deputies met in
a room so large you needed binoculars to recognize
someone across the room.
In the end, Committee #26 sent all its recommendations to the Bishops and Deputies with unanimous
or near unanimous votes. The House of Deputies
Don Reed, a lay deputy for Southern Ohio, is hard at work in took split votes on several of the important matters
we discussed, but no one walked out.
the House of Deputies. Photo by the Rev. Dcn. Derrick Fetz
Several high-level visitors from other parts of the
Anglican
Communion said how impressed they were
explicit permission by the presiding officer. We could
with
the
depth,
intensity and civility of our discusnot make demonstrations of approval or disapproval
sions.
of how votes went. No one made personal attacks in
In the ways of the world, this is strange. In the
arguments over resolutions, speaking to the issues
Episcopal
Church, strange is normal.
and never ad hominem. We remained seated at the
I
look
forward
to seeing you in the weeks to come
conclusion of each legislative session until the prefor
face-to-face
discussions
of the substance of the
siding officer rose from his or her chair.
resolutions
adopted
at
General
Convention. I hope
During Convention, I attended the meetings of
that
we
will
engage
each
other
the
way Committee
Committee #26, a special legislative committee
#26
did.
appointed to address resolutions proposed to
Our Anglican experiment in theological diversity
Convention concerning the Windsor Report. It conwithin
Common Prayer is going strong.
sisted of 19 people, five of whom were bishops and
14 of whom represented the House of Deputies. Six of
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
the deputies were clergy, and eight were lay people.
Springfield, and is professor and chair of the
The group was about evenly divided between traDepartment
of Philosophy, Wittenberg University.
ditionalists and progressives. Some of the members
His
e-mail
address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.
disagreed with each other sharply on the issues the

GC06: Glimpses of grace

O

n Sunday night, after the election of Bishop Katharine Jefferts-Schori,
the Rev. Benjamin Speare-Hardy of St. Margaret's, Dayton, went to the
garden outside Trinity, Capitol Square, to pray in the evening. The
church was empty and quiet. As he prayed, he saw a young woman walk up
the steps of the church, kneel down and kiss the ground.

L

ater that evening, Ariel Miller, ECSF executive director, came to
Trinity, found the red doors still open and walked in. A parishioner
greeted her quietly, and she went into the sanctuary alone. The fragrance of lilies filled the sanctuary. She began to read the timeline of the history of women in the Episcopal Church, going entirely around the walls of the
nave like Stations of the Cross. Under the timeline, women had been adding
handwritten notes all week about women they knew who had achieved landmarks in the church. At the very end, right near the open door, a bishop had
posted that very afternoon: Katherine Jefferts Schori, elected Presiding
Bishop of the Episcopal Church, June 18, 2006.

About the artist: Jeff Stahler is the editorial cartoonist for The Columbus Dispatch.
His editorial cartoons are distributed worldwide by Newspaper Enterprise Association,
appearing weekly in USA Today, and are frequently reprinted in major magazines and
newspapers, including Newsweek and The New York Times. Before joining The
Columbus Dispatch, he was editorial cartoonist for The Cincinnati Post for 19 years.
He is a member of Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming.

A

t a restaurant near the Convention Center, a group ate dinner. When the
waitress brought the checks, she leaned against a table and asked, “So
what's the difference between Christians and Episcopalians?” The table
- filled with four priests and spouses - talked with the young woman. The Rev.
Dcn. Dick Schisler of All Saints, Portsmouth, invited her to check out St.
Stephen's, Columbus, right on The Ohio State University campus. The Rev.
George Glazier, rector of St. Stephen's, shared with her the service times and
some information about the church. As the group left, the waitress said that
she might attend a service. “I've been searching for something,” she said.
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