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Bishop reports on
listening sessions,
shared discernment

Cupof

salvation

The Rev. Ernestein Flemister administers
the sacrament to the Rev. Rob Matheus.
Flemister and two others were ordained
priests on June 17 at St. Philip’s,
Columbus. See pages 8-9 for more
photos. Photo by Fred Johnson

On June 3, I attended the last of 10 listening sessions throughout the
diocese. At each of these sessions, two questions were asked: (1) What
has been most significant for you in your experience of the Diocese
of Southern Ohio, and (2) what is your heart’s
desire for this diocese? Throughout these BISHOP TOM
meetings, you spoke and I listened. Now it is BREIDENTHAL
time for me to tell you what I heard.
First of all, this has been a wonderful
journey of discovery for me. In session after
session, fellow Episcopalians witnessed to
their love for this diocese and expressed their
desire to be part of whatever God is calling
us to next. These sessions have borne out my
experience of Southern Ohio from the very
beginning: you share a deep commitment to
mutual support. You also share a strong common identity that binds you together across
wide distances and diverse circumstances.
We are all journeying together. This is a value embedded deep in the
heart of this diocese, but for many, this common journey takes on flesh
and blood through diocesan events that bring people from different
parishes together. Common worship, study (ECSF and SOLLI came

PLEASE SEE BISHOP, PAGE 2

New dean emphasizes social justice, spiritual formation
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
After 31 years as a parish priest, the Rev.
Dr. Karl D. Ruttan was looking for a new
ministry that would combine his passion for
spiritual formation with social justice.
Dean of the Anglican Academy for the
Diocese of Southern Ohio was a perfect fit.
Ruttan begins July 1 as the part-time dean
and will oversee the deacon’s school and the
Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative. He
takes the reins from the Rev. David McCoy,
who served as the first full-time dean in the
1990s and returned two years ago as interim
director.

“Social justice and
spiritual formation go
hand in hand,” said
Ruttan from his home in
Charleston, W.V. He and
his wife, Mary Barkalow,
also will have an apartment in Columbus on
the campus of Trinity
Lutheran
Seminary.
The Rev. Dr. Ruttan “This is exactly the work
that I want to be doing … My deep commitment is to spiritual formation. That spiritual
grounding then gives us the strength to go into
the community and do the work we are called
to do in the world.”

Ruttan retired as rector of St. John’s,
Charleston, a downtown church with a soup
kitchen and a history of community involvement. In West Virginia, he developed programs in interfaith dialogue, forums on community issues and helped create a formation
program called “Equipping the Saints” to train
lay leaders and those seeking ordination.
Ruttan said he hopes the part-time work for
the diocese will give him the opportunity to
teach and write, as well as hold retreats and
offer spiritual direction. He also hopes to do
some consulting with congregations.
“The church is at a very exciting time right

PLEASE SEE NEW DEAN, PAGE 2

See pages 8-9 for more on the Anglican Academy, SOLLI graduation
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Bishop: listening sessions, common
discernment shape journey
up often in the listening sessions), renewal movements
(Faith Alive, Cursillo), mission opportunities (El Hogar,
Habitat for Humanity, the Gulf Coast, Russia), and service on diocesan commissions all play a role in making
diocesan life a reality. It became clear to me as we went
along that there is a general desire for more opportunities
for collaboration and fellowship and easier ways to connect with one another directly.
Several concerns emerged again and again at the
listening sessions. For instance, everyone applauds our
youth program and wants to be sure it is secure and wellsupported. Many see our focus on empowering youth as
ministers as a crucial leaven in the life of our parishes,
challenging all of us to deepen our prayer life and discern
what ministry God may be calling us to individually. No
one wants to see our commitment to youth diminish in
any way.
At the same time, every session expressed fear that we
are dying off as a church.
Church growth is clearly a desire and a challenge for
Southern Ohio. How should we address this? For some,
the chief problem is that we are hiding our light under a
bushel. Our tradition combines loyalty to ancient patterns
of worship and belief with the freedom to question how we
receive and understand those patterns. Many of you said
this is a powerful and attractive combination for the present
age, and we should be doing more to advertise it.
For others, the chief problem is that we are not holding
onto our young people as they move from high school to
college and young adulthood. This concern was raised
over and over, with a decided air of desperation, as if
something needed to be done with no remedy in sight.
(I cannot help noting in this connection that there was
very little discussion of campus ministry at any of the
listening sessions. From my perspective, vital ministry
to young people in college is the key to maintaining a
viable and supportive connection to our young people as
they discern and enter onto their life’s work, as they discover their life’s love, and as they give themselves over
to a lifelong spiritual path. But the national church has so
completely abandoned its ministry to this age group by
abandoning its support to hands-on ministry on college
campuses, that it no longer occurs to us that there is a
tried and true way to address the absence of young adults
in our churches.)
On the other hand, I was amazed by the energetic witness of many members of small congregations, who told
wonderful stories about how they had refused to die, but

had deployed their small numbers to make a real difference in their community. I encountered this spunk and
verve both in the Appalachian East and the inner-city
West. Where I thought I might hear complaint about
scant resources and discouraging surroundings, I heard
just the opposite: “We have great gifts to offer the big
churches: we’ve been thinking in new ways about the
ministry of all the baptized, and we’ve been claiming
the gifts God has given us for preaching, teaching, and
administering.”
I can’t express how excited I was to hear this. When
little places talk about what they can teach big places, it
is a sign that the body of Christ is locally alive and well.
We function as a body when every part knows itself to be
indispensable and then proceeds to offer its gifts to the
whole with dignity and godly pride.
But this very health causes us to seek a richer and more
nuanced approach to our interconnectedness. As one person put it, how can we get to the place where a 100 poor
people, who bring to the table the rich intimacy with God
that is the fruit of poverty, count for as much in the diocesan budget as the dollars of those who are economically
better off? How can we bring the gifts of the poor to the
doors of the rich, and vice versa?
But here again, serious critique of our diocesan life
goes hand in hand with enthusiastic affirmation. So many
of you spoke to the welcome you received in your parish
when you were fleeing rejection elsewhere or tentatively
testing out the possibility of membership in a church. A
lot of the old timers recalled that there was a time when
many congregations in this diocese (and probably in the
church as a whole) were not so welcoming. (So don’t let
anyone say we can’t change!) I heard loud and clear a
healthy distaste for top-down decision-making and with
it, a wish for the leadership net to be flung more widely,
as well as a willingness on the part of many to step into
leadership positions. (If you are one of those people,
please make yourself known to your priest and wardens,
or to the dean or provost of your deanery. We need your
gifts.)
At the heart of every listening session I heard the
yearning for a deeper engagement with the Gospel: a
more regular and lively personal prayer life, more opportunity to learn about the Bible and the Church’s theological reflection on it, and more occasions for sharing our
spiritual journey with others in a community of common
commitment and trust.
As I said at the beginning, each of these sessions was

New dean called
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

now,” Ruttan said. “There are challenges in the church that give us great
opportunities to be true to who our calling is in Christ so we can minister to the world. The world has a lot of needs, and there’s a re-awakening of spirituality. … We need to be deeply rooted in our faith story as
Christians in order to serve the world.”
Deacons especially are called to serve the world and to bring the
needs of the world to the church – and to bring the church into the
world, Ruttan said.
“Deacons help the church see the world with new eyes so that we don’t
get complacent, so the church is not focused inward, but outward.”

The Rev. Dr. Karl Ruttan

a tremendous learning experience for me. No two were
alike, although all lifted similar concerns and hopes.
Some sessions were like a town meeting, in which people
could hardly wait to be called on to speak. Others were
more like a Quaker meeting, in which long, Spirit-filled
silences were punctuated by simple statements of need,
hope and encouragement. Some gatherings were marked
by great ideas and strategies. Others turned out to be full
of equally wise story-telling and witness-giving. In every
session I observed people overcoming anxiety and fear to
stand and speak their mind and their heart. To you, I am
especially grateful.
I’d say the listening sessions were examples of diocesan life at its best, with people from very different congregational settings laying out their hopes and visions for
all to hear. In almost every case what developed was a
conversation that had nothing to do with me. The participants were talking to each other, building on each others’
statements, sometimes agreeing, sometimes offering a
different perspective, always honoring what had been
said and trusting that what they said would be honored in
turn. I hope this continues to be our habit as a diocese.
Where do we go from here? That depends on our common discernment. We are all in this together, and those
of you who were at a listening session may have picked
up on things I missed. Listening must ultimately lead to
response, and response to action. But we usually don’t
listen as long as we need to.
I have decided to give a different Scripture verse every
year to the people I confirm or receive into the Episcopal
Church. This year the verse is Mark 9:7: “This is my
beloved Son: listen to him.” Indeed we should listen to
Jesus. But we can only learn to listen to him if we are
simultaneously learning to listen to one another, no matter how much of a challenge we may be to one another.
In this time of transition, let us all listen to each other
with great care, and – which is the same thing – let us not
be afraid to speak our minds in love, and to engage one
another in attentive and Christ-focused conversation.
My thanks to all my brothers and sisters who took
part in these sessions. Special thanks to the Rev. Stephen
Smith for organizing these gatherings (and encouraging
that we hold them in the first place), to the deans and
provosts of the deaneries for making them happen, and
to Stephen Smith, Chet Cavaliere, Charlotte Reed, Dick
Burnett, Vicki Zust and Jacqueline Matisse for moderating the discussions. (Thanks also to the faithful note-takers. Your names are surely written in the Book of Life.)

A guiding principle: Contemplation without action is fruitless. Action without contemplation is rootless.
What he’s reading: Sheer Joy: Conversations with Thomas Aquinas on Creation Spirituality by Matthew
Fox. Hidden Heart of the Cosmos: Humanity and the New Story by Brian Swimme. Re-reading Sign of
the Cross.
Ohio connection: Ordained in the Diocese of Ohio in 1976. Graduate of Kenyon College
Education: Master of Divinity from Chicago Theological Seminary with studies at Episcopal Divinity
School and Cambridge University. Doctor of Philosophy from Duquesne University in spiritual formation.
Ministry: Served parishes in the Dioceses of West Virginia, Ohio, Massachusetts and Pittsburgh and
spent three years in the mission field in the Republic of Zambia in Central Africa.
Family: Married to Mary Barkalow, a social worker. Father of two adult children, Laura, a dancer in
Washington, D.C., and Arden, who teaches English as a second language in Taiwan.
If he had an extra hour each day, he would: Enjoy creation. Be outside. Hike or work in the yard.

Contact the Rev. Dr. Karl Ruttan at karl_ruttan@episcopal-dso.org.
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When this Interchange arrives, July will be
here. Now that Bishop Breidenthal is firmly
entrenched as our Bishop Diocesan, Mariann
and I plan to take a couple of months off
for refreshment and renewal. To say that
the past few years have been hectic is an
understatement. Even in a healthy diocese
such as ours, the demands of the position of
bishop are manifold. Bishop Thompson and
I were a team, and Bishop Breidenthal and
I are now one. However, between these two
diocesan bishops, I was alone in the episcopal office. Thank God for our hardworking
executive staff, but this time still took its toll.
In order to be the most effective Suffragan
Bishop that I can be, I need to step back and
recharge. I am grateful for Bishop Breidenthal’s support of this.
Following some critical meetings the first week in July, I will be
stepping away from most diocesan events until September. There
are a couple of gatherings that I will attend, but for the most part, I
will try to let go. Mariann and I are going on an Alaskan cruise in
July and to California in August to be with our family for the birth
of our granddaughter.
I have had to be intentional about doing this for life never really
slows down in the diocese. In June, we had some major deadlines in
preparation for our convention, there are graduations and ordinations,
and Bishop Breidenthal and I put together our visitation schedules
for next year. And of course, there are always those congregations in
full-blown search mode, which require more attention. This past June
was especially hard with more than the usual number of funerals for
bishops, clergy, clergy spouses and diocesan leaders. Those of you in
congregations know how draining it is when you experience several
funerals of loved ones. Those of us in diocesan positions feel the same
way when we lose a fellow bishop, clergy family members or lay
leaders, for this is our congregation. June took its toll. Obituaries are
reported elsewhere in Interchange.
In July, Procter Camp is in full swing, Kenyon Conference meets
with Bishop Breidenthal as one of the keynoters, and there is a
meeting of the presbyters on Aug. 15. In August, we must finalize
the budget and begin in earnest for fall planning. Staff vacations

THE RT. REV.
KENNETH L.
PRICE JR.

usually fall in this timespan as well. Then, come September, we hit
the ground running just as each of you do in your own congregations. This year, with the Archbishop of Canterbury coming to our
House of Bishops in September, this will be an especially busy
month.
I cannot tell you what a joy it is for me to now be working with
Tom Breidenthal. His professional and thoughtful leadership is
making a positive difference. It is amazing how quickly he is getting
to know our diocese. He is certainly finding out why I am so high
on Southern Ohio.
And this brings me to the real purpose of this column. A chief
work for us as the church – that is, the body of Christ – is to hold
each other up in prayer. I know that in our congregations there are
weekly prayers for “Thomas and Kenneth, our bishops.” This is so
important and upholds us so much. In addition, on selected Sundays,
the rest of our diocesan staff is prayed for, and in the course of a
month, each congregation is prayed for by the others.
We all know how important it is to be a praying community.
Hearing the names of those in our local congregations prayed for
each Sunday keeps us in spiritual touch with them and with God on
their behalf. Knowing we are praying for them keeps those in need
of our prayers from being overwhelmed by often great needs.
A benefit of my time off is that I will have a little more time to be
intentional in my prayer life. During this time, I plan to lift every one
of you up in prayer. These will be prayers of thanksgiving and prayers
of encouragement and guidance. One of the chief callings of a bishop
is to be a person of prayer for the people among whom he or she is
called to serve. So often the litany of “activities of ministry” such as I
outlined earlier threatens to steal away that time of intentional prayer.
Even “routine” prayer time becomes infringed upon by busy calendars, meetings, appointments, travel and waiting people.
And so while I am greatly looking forward to time off, time with
family and friends and time away from work, I am just as much looking forward to time for some intentional and concentrated prayer. In
these past two years, it has been your prayers that have upheld and
kept me going. Now it is my turn to do the same for our new bishop
and for all of you. And so until September, “Let us pray.”

Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact him at bishopken@aol.com.

Pentecost

celebration

The Holy Spirit was definitely in the house on the Sunday of
Pentecost at St. Anne, West Chester. With two bishops, a priest, a
deacon and lay readers leading the way in the Word, and the adult
choir and the handbell choir offering inspiration though music, the
parish celebrated with zeal.
Early in the morning, both bishops were involved with Christian
Formation for adults and children. Following the educational programs, St. Anne’s new priest, the Rev. Jeff Bunke, offered a festive
worship service, which included a special procession, speaking in
tongues and the confirmation of teens and adults. The processional
featured a Pentecost banner and dove kite, the altar party, the adult
choir and members of the confirmation classes. The first lesson was
read by a member of the J2A confirmation class, while during the
second lesson, a dozen parishioners rose and began reading scripture in foreign tongues all at the same time, inspired by that first
Pentecost.
Twenty-five parishioners were presented to the Rt. Rev. Kenneth
L. Price, Suffragan Bishop of Southern Ohio, and the Rt. Rev. John
L. Said, retired Suffragan Bishop of Southeast Florida. Twenty J2A
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Bishop Price confirms one of the young people at St. Anne’s, West
Chester.
members and two adults were confirmed, one adult received and
two adults reaffirmed their commitment. Advisors and family were
invited come forward and lay on hands during each candidate’s
confirmation to offer their love and support. After the service, a
reception for all was held in the parish hall.

– Lois Erven

NEWS

Epiphany auction
benefits campers
BY SALLY JOHNSON

INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The auctioneers were spirited and the bidding was lively on
items from fresh asparagus to sports memorabilia.
Church of the Epiphany, Urbana, recently held its annual auction to generate funds to send young people to summer camp at
Proctor Camp & Conference Center.
Before the auction, young congregants of Epiphany led
an evening prayer service assisted by Diane Kremer and the
Rev. Timothy West, missioner of the Northern Miami Valley
Episcopal Cluster. A camp-style meal followed the service.
Auctioneers Ed Hardin, Art Baer and Father West set the pace
for the fundraiser and, within an hour and a half, the sale of about
100 items and services donated by the members of the Cluster
totaled more than $2,100.
The largest sum raised by a single item was $540 from 27
reservations for a complete Italian dinner to be prepared by
Epiphany vestryman Jim Boian.
Other foods generated
competitive bidding and
considerable cash
for the camp fund.
Homemade peanut
butter fudge went
for $20 a plate, and
lemon pies brought
$25 each.
Justpicked asparagus,
fresh brown eggs,
maple syrup, cherry almond biscotti
and fruit jelly, all
home produced, also
brought top dollars.
Live plants were
popular. Hanging
baskets of mixed Monica Hartzler reads a portion of the
flowering
plants, evening prayer service, which preceded the
containers of spring camp fundraiser.
bulbs, a flat of impatiens and pots of herbs, pansies, spiderwort and miniature roses
ready for planting were quickly sold.
One auction patron lost no time in outbidding the crowd to
claim raffle tickets for several hours of lawn and garden care by
a master gardener.
A hand-painted Russian brooch, Mary Kay cosmetics, pottery bowls, a hand-crocheted throw, small rug, patriotic wreath,
quilted wall hangings, fine and folk art, a bluebird house, Dayton
Dragons and Cincinnati Reds sports memorabilia, a computer
desk, electric stove, books and candles all found new owners.
Competing for the most unique items for sale were an alarm
clock and a small gold, star-shaped pin.
The white and gold clock was a miniature Middle Eastern
mosque and announced wake up time with a penetrating Muslim
call to prayer. The pin was reportedly an authentic badge from
the cap of an enlisted man in the Soviet military. Both were sold
to collectors of the unusual.
Hardin said individuals and families from Epiphany have
attended summer camps at Procter for nearly 20 years. Young
people from the church have directed the camp and served as
counselors.
Hardin noted that Epiphany supports strong outreach programs
for youth, including the summer camps and the Champaign
County Youth Choir.

Gala nets $14,000
fellowship she developed with fellow parishioners
and those they served in Appalachian Ohio, and the
deep joy of helping others. Alexa Gudelsky of St.
Thanks to many generous donors, the first-ever Timothy’s gave her listeners a talk that evoked the
Youth-2-Mission gala netted $14,000 to help youth joy and hope of the impoverished but hard-working
go on mission trips. More than 130 people flocked students of El Hogar in Honduras. These youthful
to the festive dinner hosted by both Bishop Tom evangelists were a hard act to follow, but Bishop
Breidenthal and Bishop Ken Price on behalf of Breidenthal rose to the challenge with a crystalline evocation of the spirituality of
the diocese’s National and World
mission.
Mission Commission. Having conThis first-ever scholarship
tributed between $75 and $200 just
fundraiser was the brainchild of
to come, guests cheerfully plunged
National and World Mission Chair
into bidding wars on the silent
Paul Rank, with Sally Greytak
auction, bought raffle tickets from
of St. Timothy’s volunteering
charming teens and simply wrote
her professional event expertise
more checks to lift the event to a
as gala committee chair. Linda
success far beyond what anyone
Griggs of St. Timothy’s organized
anticipated.
an extraordinarily successful silent
There was much to inspire them.
auction, with especially fabulous
People from all over the diocese
items collected by Chris Sanders
contributed auction items to appeal
from the Dayton churches that supto every taste, from Dayton Opera
port the Miami Valley Episcopal
tickets to a football autographed
Russian Network (MVERN).
by Ohio State Coach Jim Tressell.
LaVerne Montgomery of St.
The chance to attend a Cincinnati Alexa Gudelsky of St. Timothy’s
Thomas, Terrace Park, Ariel Miller
Reds game with Bishop Tom and describes her life-changof Ascension & Holy Trinity,
Margaret Breidenthal made the raf- ing experiences at El Hogar,
Wyoming, and Cathy Theobald of
fle a huge hit. (Marilyn and Tom a school for impoverished
Christ Church Glendale, organized
Buckley of St. Timothy’s won).
children in Honduras. Photo
invitations, publicity and reservaFollowing grace from Bishop by Paul Rank
tions. Thanks to St. Barnabas, St.
Price, the youthful Oakwood String
Thomas, St. Timothy’s, Church of
Quartet uplifted guests with Hayden
chamber music. This set the stage for four teens to the Redeemer and St. Mary’s, Hillsboro, for undertestify to the life-changing impact of mission trips. writing tables or providing major in-kind support.
Evan Allen of St. James, Piqua, and Karen The BonBonerie and Graeter’s donated the desserts
Weber of All Saints, Cincinnati, spoke eloquently to help maximize the fundraiser’s success.
All the proceeds will be used to help ensure that
of the fellowship they developed with Russian teens
despite immense differences in the two groups’ cost doesn’t bar youth from serving on mission
circumstances. “God is everywhere and no matter delegations. Teens from any parish in the diocese
what language or culture, he will always find a are eligible to request partial scholarships. Please
way, through you, to bridge the gaps,” Evan said. contact Paul Rank at paulrand@cinci.rr.com or
Laura Young of St. Paul’s, Oakwood, described the 513.528.0931 for guidelines on how to apply.

BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Worship rocks
On Trinity Sunday, Good Samaritan, Clermont
County, celebrated with a “God Party.” The festivities included a dramatic scene presented by the
Good News Bearers, our drama team and a celebratory dance at the end of the service. Pictured
at left, member Marion Funk leads the dance.
Also in June, Spiknard, the praise band (pictured below) from the Church of the Redeemer,
Hyde Park, performed at Good Samaritan.
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Human rights activist speaks of persecution
BY THE REV. BILL CARROLL
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Human rights activist Davis Mac-Iyalla
kicked off this spring a six-week tour of
the United States with his first meetings
in Southern Ohio. He is the founder of
Changing Attitude Nigeria (CAN), an
organization working for the full equality of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered (LGBT) people. Mac-Iyalla, a
34-year-old gay man, says he has been
beaten and jailed because of his sexual
orientation. He also has lost his job and
received death threats.
Mac-Iyalla says he came to the United
States “to tell the truth about the oppression of LGBT people in Nigeria at the
hands of the government and the Anglican
Church. I also hope to correct misinformation…the Church there has many
voices and viewpoints, including dissenters whom the Church tries to suppress.
Changing Attitude-Nigeria is the leading
voice for LGBT Anglicans, but the truth
is that all laypeople have been excluded
from decision-making power.”
At Good Shepherd, Athens, Mac-Iyalla
addressed the adult education group, was
commissioned for his missionary journey
and spoke at a public forum.
Asked to comment on the talk, diaconal
student Deniray Mueller said, “Why does
[Nigerian Archbishop] Akinola hate gays?
Because we exist.”
In his sermon, referring to proposed
Nigerian legislation that would deny free-

Davis Mac-Iyalla, at right, speaks with a parishioner at Good Shepherd, Athens, during his
spring visit.
dom of speech, press and assembly for
LGBT advocates, the Rev. Bill Carroll,
observed that “The right to exist is…a
gift from God. And I am here to tell you
that when we threaten this right, God will
not permit us to continue. God will not be
mocked.”
Ilona Carlson, a member of Good
Shepherd’s youth group, said Mac-Iyalla
told her that “the most important thing
now is to bring awareness to the fact that
LGBT people do exist in Nigeria and that
they have nowhere to turn. They cannot
go to their government or to anyone else
because they fear being arrested for being

homosexual supporters.”
The next day, Mac-Iyalla visited St.
Stephen’s, Columbus. Karen Peeler of
Trinity, Columbus, noted that “after you
meet him, you understand why he is the
person to represent the LGBT of Nigeria,
and why he is doing it at risk to himself.”
According to St. Stephen’s parishioner
Mike Wernick, president of the Central Ohio
chapter of Integrity, Mac-Iyalla said that
“LGBT Nigerians have no face, no voice.
We live in fear. As a Christian, you must
always stand for the truth, and the truth is
that the church has denied our existence.”
Wernick added: “Davis is down-to-

earth, committed to his work and determined to see it through. He has endured
and seen much more hardship than many
of us have, but he doesn’t appear to be a
victim.”
Mac-Iyalla also spoke at the Church of
Our Savior, Cincinnati, where he preached
on the Day of Pentecost, an especially
auspicious feast since it commemorates
the descent of the Holy Spirit and the
missionary mandate to share the Gospel
with all nations. LGBT advocates often
point to the inclusion of the Gentiles as a
paradigm for God’s inclusive love and the
struggle for equality in the Church.
Later this summer, Mac-Iyalla will
appear in New York with New Hampshire
Bishop Gene Robinson. He also will
meet with the Executive Council of the
Episcopal Church. While in San Francisco,
he will join Bishop Marc Andrus in the
Pride Parade.
“While in the U.S., I try to build relationships with our Episcopal sisters and
brothers,” said Mac-Iyalla. “These relationships must continue regardless of
official pronouncements. The Nigerian
Church needs the Episcopal Church, and
Episcopalians need us. Everywhere I go, I
meet wonderful, faithful Americans who
love Jesus Christ as much as I do, and as
much as any archbishop. We need to keep
the faith, together.”

More information about Davis Mac-Iyalla
and his U.S. trip is available
at http://dailyoffice.org

Perspective: Rally
remembers Darfur
BY CHARLESTON C. K. WANG
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Now is the prospect of summer
made winter by the specter of genocide.
A rally was held this spring on Fountain
Square in Cincinnati to note that time is
running out on the people of Darfur. It is
fitting to recall the darker side of our human
condition. The purpose of recalling is not to
chill our hope for the future, but to ensure
that we remember enough to understand
how limited we are in our altruism for others – and because we have remembered, we
preserve the glimmer of hope to be better yet.
Genocide is a reality of human existence. We
have not treated our neighbors as ourselves
– history is replete with instances when
we have treated our neighbors as lesser
beings. All we have to look toward is the notso-distant 20th century. Indeed genocide is a
modern concept that can be traced to 1933
when Raphael Lemkin, a Polish-Jewish

legal scholar presented his essay Crimes
of Barbarity during a League of Nations
conference. The massacre of Assyrians in
Iraq during August 1933 and of Armenians
during World War I formed the factual
basis for Lemkin’s argument for criminalizing such actions under international
law. Little did he know at that time of the
horrors of the Nazi Holocaust, which would
forever stain the pages of history. In 1944,
in light of the reality of the Holocaust,
the term genocide was finally defined in
Lemkins’s book Axis Rule in Occupied
Europe. The mass murder of Armenians,
Assyrians, Jews, Cambodians, Rwandans,
Bosnians, Darfurians and too many other
peoples is a sad and painful reality. It is
so unpleasant, especially in the light of
photographs that document genocides that
occurred in our lifetimes, that many good
people often seek relief from these sickening
images by thinking, “This cannot be true!”
Thus begins the beguiling siren’s call
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to deny the severity or even the occurrence of such catastrophes. Perhaps there
is an even a very dark political motive to
deny past genocide or to ignore ongoing
genocide. When we deny history, we set the
stage to repeat it, for history inevitably recycles when we fail to learn from our past.
To paraphrase Edmund Burke, “Evil triumphs when good people do nothing.”
All people of any and all religious persuasion
and who believe in justice must gather up

A young
woman
participates in
the rally
to support the
people of
Darfur.
our moral courage and confess that genocide
has occurred, is occurring and can only abate
when we look such evil in the face and say
never again. This we will do in our homes,
in our places of worship, in our workplaces
and in the halls of government, wherever
we are, even as we hope for a better world.
Charleston C. K. Wang is a member of
Christ Church Cathedral. Contact him at
wanglaw@sprynet.com.

NEWS

Regional and national talent
converge at Mountain Grace
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
If your church serves an Appalachian community, mark your calendar for the fourth
annual Mountain Grace Conference Sept. 8 in St. Clairsville, Ohio. This one-day
meeting is the opportunity to brainstorm with some of the most creative small church
ministry experts from a four-state region.
This year’s theme is Tending the
Holy Mountain, from Isaiah 13:9:
The conference will be at Ohio University’s
“They shall not hurt nor destroy
Eastern Campus in St. Clairsville, just off I-70
about 25 miles west of Wheeling, easily acces- in all my holy mountain: for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge
sible to participants from Ohio, West Virginia,
of the Lord, as the waters cover
or western Pennsylvania. It runs from 8:30
the sea.” Workshops, worship and
a.m. to 4 p.m, on Sept. 8. There’s a modest
exhibits will share an abundance of
conference fee of $15 to cover meals. The
practical ideas for transformative
host committee from the East Central Ohio
ministry in a region dealing with
(ECO) Episcopal Cluster can help find affordenormous challenges.
able accommodations (possibly a home
The Rev. Suzanne Watson, the
stay) if you’re outside an easy commute to St.
Episcopal Church’s staff officer
Clairsville. For housing information, contact ECO
for small church development, will
missioner, the Rev. John Brandenburg, at john_ give the keynote address. Suffragan
brandenburg@comcast.net or 740.633.1502.
Bishop Kenneth Price, an expert on
This low participant fee is made possible
Appalachian ministry, will welcome
by conference support from the Diocese of
participants on behalf of the host
Southern Ohio, the Diocese of West Virginia,
Diocese of Southern Ohio. Southern
Episcopal Appalachian Ministries, and the
Ohio’s Bishop Tom Breidenthal will
Episcopal Community Services Foundation,
preach on the spirituality of carplus the contributions of many individuals in
ing for the human and ecological
Southern Ohio congregations on Appalachian
community. Bishop Todd Ousley
Sunday. Also a note of thanks to Ohio University of Western Michigan will lead a
for providing the conference space at no
workshop on total ministry, drawing
on that diocese’s achievements in
charge.
raising up local leadership.
Each participant can select two
workshops. “The conference is highly participatory,” says Mike Maloney, Appalachian
ministry consultant for the Diocese of Southern Ohio. “Most of the workshops will be
led by people actually doing ministry in the participating dioceses. They will cover
such topics as lay leadership and the small church as a center of outreach and liturgical
innovation. It has been amazing to watch the enthusiasm generated when people share

Worship at last year’s Mountain Grace conference.
their successes and struggles in this format.”
Exhibitors will provide leads on technical assistance and funding from state governments, foundations, and environmental and economic development coalitions, as well
as resources from the Episcopal Church.
Mountain Grace was spearheaded by Southern Ohio’s three Appalachian deaneries
in 2004 and quickly grew into a regional family reunion sparkling with spiritual and
intellectual zest. “Since its inception, this Appalachian ministry conference has been
directed by the Holy Spirit,” says the Ven. Faith Perrizo, archdeacon of West Virginia.
“From the choosing of its name, to the theme and presenters, the presence of the Spirit
among the planning group has truly graced us from start to finish. Past conferences
have provided valuable information, fellowship and support for those of us who love
the mountain region and its people.”
“The energy and spirit in the room when people share the ways that they are bringing their faith to the world around them - and the blessings they receive in return - are
the highlight of Mountain Grace for me. It truly is a grace-filled space,” says the Rev.
Canon Vicki Zust, canon to the ordinary for the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
The conference brochure listing workshops, exhibitors, and registration form is available on the website of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, www.episcopal-dso.org, or by
calling Mike Maloney, diocesan Appalachian Ministries consultant, at 513.531.8799.

Commission hosts
labyrinth retreat
BY JOAN DEISLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Bishop Hobson Hall at the Procter Camp & Conference Center was transformed into
a lovely 36-foot labyrinth on June 2. Labyrinth facilitators, Dr. Roxanne WhiteLight
and Dr. Ruth Langstraat, led a day-long retreat sponsored by the diocesan Commission
on Affirmative Aging. WhiteLight is affiliated with Trinity Church in Cleveland. A
smaller labyrinth was available on the stage in the hall. Thirty parishioners from 13
churches in the diocese were privileged to walk the “prayer paths” several times during the day, heard the history and stories of labyrinths and learned different ways to
walk a labyrinth (there is no wrong way). Several beautiful wooden finger labyrinths
of different styles also were available.
All those attending the graduation service for the Anglican Academy and Deacon
School also were invited to walk the paths during the day. This is the first of several
events planned by the Affirmative Aging Commission for the coming year. Watch for
announcements of events in September, early winter and next spring.

Facilitators and Affirmative Aging Commission members are pictured with the labyrinth that
was set up in Bishop Hobson Hall at Procter. Pictured are Joan Deisler of St. Andrew’s,
Pickerington; Dr. Ruth Langstraat; the Rev. Thomas Timmons, retired, Trinity Church, London;
Etta Jones of St. Philip’s, Columbus, and Dr. Roxanne WhiteLight.
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NEWS

St. Peter’s dedicates
garden, columbarium
BY MARLENE HOFFMAN AND TISH HUDSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTORS

Children at St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington, count the money they have
collected to support the Heifer Project.

Children give back,
support Heifer Project
BY ERIN RICHARDS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Thirty-eight children, ages three to 11, from St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church in Upper Arlington collected more than $600
in change this year for the Heifer Project.
The collection is taken year-round in the children’s Godly
Play classes and is designed to mirror a very important part of
the Episcopal liturgy, which calls upon people to share their gifts
and to care for others.
Each Sunday, the children donate change from their piggy
banks or from paper ark-shaped banks available from Heifer
International at www.heifer.org.
Recently, eight-year-old Godly Play class member CJ found a
$20 bill in the street and shared it with his three siblings, who, as
a group, decided they would each put five dollars in their Heifer
Arks.
The Heifer Project, started in 1944, is an international organization dedicated to ending hunger and poverty based on the
principle Heifer describes as “passing on the gift.” Communities
or families in need are given certain income- and food-producing animals along with the training necessary to care for those
animals for life. In return, the recipient of those animals agrees to
pass on the gift by donating the first offspring to another needy
community or family.
The gift of these animals leads once-needy families to selfreliance.
Animals may be chosen by donors from a catalog and include
heifers, llamas, water buffalo, goats, chickens, ducks, geese and
more. Donors may buy, for example, a flock of chicks for $20,
a goat for $120, a heifer for $500 or a share of a heifer for $50.
Shares in many animals and “baskets,” which are combinations
of animals, are available.
This year, St. Mark’s children voted to donate a water buffalo,
a trio of rabbits, a pig, an Earth Basket (bees and seedlings) and
one share in a Joy to the World Basket, which consists of a two
sheep, four goats, one heifer and two llamas.
This is the third consecutive year St. Mark’s children have
donated to the Heifer Project, which was chosen by the Godly
Play teachers because of the concept of “passing on the gift,” and
because it aligns “so beautifully with most of the Millennium
Development Goals,” according to Godly Play teacher and vestry member Amy Keller.
“Plus it’s fun for the kids to think about giving someone a
llama or a water buffalo as a gift,” she said.
Six-year-old Godly Play class member Casey said, “It’s hard
to collect the money, but when I spend my money for someone
else, I feel happy inside.”
Earlier this spring, the Godly Play class members partnered
with St. Mark’s youth choir to collect food for the Mid-Ohio
Food Bank, because, said Keller, “it’s important to remember to
help children in our backyard, too.”

It was a cold, windy spring day, but the weather
did not dampen the spirits of those in attendance
for the dedication of the Barb Betz Memorial
Garden and Columbarium at St. Peter’s, Gallipolis.
After the morning worship service, a small band of
parishioners and Betz family members assembled
in the garden as the Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr.
dedicated the columbarium and re-dedicated the
garden area. Tim Betz made historical observations
and anecdotal remarks.
“This is a wonderful space created through dedicated work and
loving care by this committee,” Betz
said. “My mother would be pleased
and honored to be associated with
the inspired transformation of this
very special place.”
This project was 21/2 years in the
making. Barb Betz was a dedicated
member of St. Peter’s who died in
1979. At that time, St. Peter’s had just
completed the major addition of an educational wing
and parish hall. Her calling hours was the first event
held in the new facility. A walled area at the north end
of the parish hall was dedicated in her memory at that
time. Over the years, the area gradually fell into disrepair. Vestry tried to tackle renovation at times, but
other projects were always more pressing.
In the summer of 2004, the vestry decided to purchase a columbarium as well as renovate the garden.
A committee was appointed consisting of Diane
Bruce, Tish Hudson and Marlene Hoffman. The committee started meeting in September, doing tons of
research, writing letters to columbarium companies,
making visits to other gardens, checking out websites
and making drawings. Next came countless design
decisions. The final plans were finished by March
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2006, and a landscaper and brick mason were hired.
The “floor” of the garden consists of Pennsylvania
flagstone and features a curved path of memorial
pavers. The incorporation of engraved pavers is a
way to memorialize those in whose memory money
had been given, as well as create an ongoing way for
folks to add names in the future. The garden consists
of four raised bed areas with curved retaining walls.
One area is a “Zen” corner with a Japanese maple as
a focal point; an Ancient Falls fountain is the point
of interest in another area. The columbarium is, of
course, the primary focal point.
The committee selected a bronze
24-niche starter unit from Armento
Liturgical Arts of Buffalo, NY. It
is cruciform shape with weathered
bronze faceplates, featuring a grapevine design. A letter was sent to all
parish members explaining columbarium ministry and the details and scope
of this project. The columbarium was
installed on the north wall of the garden area. To date, nine niches have
been purchased and 97 engraved pavers have been incorporated into the curved path.
This project has been met with enthusiasm by the
congregation.
“We have truly put a huge part of ourselves into
this project and have prayed every step along the
way that it would be acceptable and worthy of
such a reverent place within St. Peter’s,” said the
committee members. “The responsibility has been
scary at times. The response has been that most are
pleased about, and proud of, this newest part of the
St. Peter’s tradition.
“What had gradually turned into an ugly cracked
concrete slab has been transformed into a sacred
space, where we can commune with those who have
gone before us and upon whose shoulders we now
stand. May God continue his blessings in this place.”

MILESTONES

P

ordination to the priesthood

riests are called to share glimpses of God – and of God’s wisdom, preached the Rev. Ellen K. Wondra at the ordination of three people
to the priesthood on June 16 at St. Philip’s, Columbus. Wondra, professor of Theology and Ethics at Seabury-Western Theological
Seminary, said, “When we baptize someone, when we ordain someone, we are saying that they are for us a way of glimpsing Christ—a
way of glimpsing God, a way of glimpsing what it means to be really, truly, fully human, a way of helping us see how our lives are to shaped
and directed.
“When we baptize someone, when we ordain someone, we are asking them to be willing to offer us these glimpses. And we are praying that
God will give them and us the graces and gifts that make these relationships possible. We pray that God will give them—and us—the gift of
wisdom.” Bishop Tom Breidenthal and Bishop Ken Price Jr. ordained the three new priests:
• the Rev. Vanessa Clark, who will serve St. Paul’s, Greenville;
• the Rev. Derrick Fetz, who will serve the East Central Ohio area ministry cluster; and
• the Rev. Ernestein Flemister, who will serve Grace, College Hill.

Bishop Breidenthal presents a Bible to Phillip Webster “as the sign of your authority
to proclaim God’s Word and to assist in the ministration of the his holy Sacraments.”

I

ordination
to the diaconate

n their call to serving the world, deacons should be dressed appropriately, said
the Rev. Lee Anne Reat in her sermon at the ordination service June 23 at Christ
Church Cathedral. She offered “fashion advice” to the 10 diaconate candidates
and, using a bag of props, showed them the essentials to being a well-dressed deacon.
They need boots to trudge through the “muck and messiness of the world,” and fuzzy
slippers as a reminder that they’re also called to pastors. They should pray with a
Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the other.
Reat presented each with a hard hat, encouraging the deacon candidates to be
bridge builders and to “keep your hearts soft but your heads protected.”
Bishop Tom Breidenthal and Bishop Ken Price Jr. then ordained the 10 deacons.
The vocational deacons are:
• Timothy Glenn Borah, assigned to Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn;
• Jacquelyn M. Burns, prison ministry;
• Craig Arthur Foster, St. John, Columbus; and
• Thomas R. Southerland, Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn.
The transitional deacons are:
• Leslie Abel Flemming, summer field work at Trinity, McArthur;
• David Kendall-Sperry, St. Matthew, Westerville;
• Steven David Paulikas, Church of the Advent, Cincinnati;
• M. Alton Plummer, Christ Church, Springfield;
• Joseph Anthony Stewart-Sicking, lives in Alexandria, Va.; and
• Phillip Louis Webster, St. Luke’s, Granville.

The Rev. Vanessa Clark offers first blessings to some of the youngest members of the
congregation. Photos by Fred Johnson

T

Top: Bishop Breidenthal, along with concelebrant Bishop Price and Deacon Colenthia
Hunter, celebrate the Eucharist. The newly
ordained deacons stand around the bishops.

Above: The Rev. Lee Anne Reat tells the
deacons to carry a lantern with them. “The
world is a dark place … Your role is to shine
Christ’s light into the world.”

Left: Bishop Breidenthal lays hands upon
Thomas Southerland, saying, “Give your Holy
Spirit to him, fill him with grace and power,
and make him a deacon in your Church.”

Photos by Larry Davis

M. Alton Plummer signs the Declaration, held by the Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff.
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wo dozen men and
women were honored
in early June for their
commitment to ministry
and service. The Anglican
Academy graduation at
Procter Camp & Conference
Center included graduates of
the School for the Diaconate,
Education for Ministry and
the Southern Ohio Lay
Leadership Initiative programs.
Bishop Kenneth Price Jr.
praised the students’ commitment to further study in their
journey to equip themselves
for leadership and ministry in
the local church and in their
communities. Bishop Price
also thanked the Rev. David
McCoy for his service as
interim dean and introduced
the new dean, the Rev. Dr.
Karl Ruttan.
Graduates included:
The School of the Diaconate:
Timothy Glenn Borah
Jacquelyn M. Burns
Craig Arthur Foster
Thomas R. Southerland

Newly ordained as a priest, the Rev. Derrick Fetz
greets his fiancée, Jamie Long.

graduation

Southern Ohio Lay Leadership
Initiative (pictured above)
Bill Curnutte
Sandra C. Driggins-Smith
Mike Kennedy
Russ Lockett
Melissa Lynn Shirley
Roger Alan Spencer
Gayland Miguel Trim
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Education for Ministry
John R. Starke
Vernon F. Thomas
Sarah H. Brockmeier
Selwyn P. Jenkins
Jane M. Porter
Cynthia A. Wagner
Patti-Ann King
Marilyn J. Tull

Thomas P. Miles
John C. Walhausser
Jodi Lynn Wilber
James F. D’Wolf
James J. Flerlage

NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati West
Vacation Bible School at Ascension & Holy
Trinity, Wyoming, will follow a curriculum developed by A& HT in conjunction with the Presbyterian
Church of Wyoming, called Creation Preservation.
Children will learn about God’s gift of the world—
its creation, natural resources and environment—and
what they can do to protect the world around us now
and for future generations. Dates for VBS are July
30 to August 3 from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For more
information or to register, contact the Wyoming
Presbyterian Church at 513.821.8735.
The St. Stephen’s Marching Kazoo Band from St.
Stephen’s, Cincinnati, was on a mission to get the
band back together for another gig. The “kazoo-ists”
reunited to represent St. Stephen’s and march in the
annual Springfield Township SummerBlast parade
in June.
The youth from St. James, Westwood, spent a
Sunday afternoon in June paddling down a lazy river
in canoes and kayaks. After a pizza lunch, the youth
headed out to the Whitewater River for a day of fun
in the sun and water. Water levels were low, so falling out of the canoe was not too serious a problem.

Columbus

The annual Bane and Blessing Sale at St. Luke’s,
Granville, will be Aug. 25 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Those in search of great bargains on sporting equipment, furniture, appliances, household items, artwork, antiques and more should check it out! For
more information and directions, call St. Luke’s at
740.587.0167.

The Church of St. Edward, Whitehall, was well
represented in the annual Whitehall Fourth of July
parade. Members march in the parade together to
celebrate the gift of the country’s independence and
to let the community know that the Church of St.
Edward is spreading the Good News in Whitehall
and beyond.
St. Mark, Upper Arlington, partnered with nine
other churches in Upper Arlington to do a Habitat
for Humanity build. The Northwest Partnership of
Churches began construction of its sixteenth Habitat
house on June 2. The build is taking place in Grove
City.

Dayton
The St. Paul, Dayton, Appalachian youth mission
trip took place last month, after a change in work
coordinators made the planning a little more challenging. St. Paul’s youth had a long-standing relationship Rural Appalachian Housing Development
in Athens County, but when that agency closed
earlier this year, St. Paul’s was left on its own to
coordinate a place to do their mission work this summer. Youth coordinator Jim Cunningham worked
hard to find another partner agency, and as a result,
St. Paul’s has now teamed up with Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Athens, Inc. Their network of single-parent homeowners has provided a significant work
opportunity for St. Paul’s youth for this summer and
into the future.
St. Andrew’s, Dayton, and Christ Church,
Dayton, are partnering for a series of “City Walks”
throughout the summer. While walking through various Dayton neighborhoods, members of the parishes

Joey McAvoy, St. Paul, Martins Ferry, participated in the
Special Olympics and won bronze medals in both the 100meter dash and the softball toss. McAvoy’s medal-winning
time in the 100-meter was 19.36 seconds. Way to go, Joey!
Christian Smith, Christ Church Cathedral, is touring
Italy this summer performing on the marimba as part of the
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music preparatory program Accent07. Smith has also been selected to
attend the Juilliard School summer percussion seminar.
Richard Spangler, Christ Church, Springfield, was named
Democrat of the Year by the Clark County Democratic
Party.
Sam Corrigan, St. Luke, Granville, placed sixth overall in
the Licking County Spelling Bee.
The Rev. Emmanuel Twesigye was unanimously selected
as the Faculty and Teacher of the Year at Ohio Wesleyan
University. The award recognizes excellence in classroom
teaching, scholarship, service and character that best exemplify the University mission.
Pat Powers, St. Peter, Delaware, was selected by the Red
Cross to receive the Harriman Award for Distiguished service, the highest recognition for volunteer service in the Red
Cross. Powers was honored at the National Red Cross Award
Ceremony in Washington D.C. in May.
Michael E. Maloney, president of Episcopal Appalachian
Ministry and a consultant for the diocese, was presented with the Bob Evans Appalachian Humanitarian Award
by the Appalachian Outreach Committee. Maloney
was honored for his career as a community organizer
in both rural and urban Appalachian communities.
who live and work there will walk and talk about
the neighborhood, sharing history and pointing out
homes, parks and architectural points of interest. By
walking through the neighborhoods, the parishioners
can observe firsthand the struggles of its residents
and walk prayerfully and with open hearts and minds
to learn more about their community. The first walk
was held in June. More walks are planned for July
and August. For more information, call St. Andrew’s
at 937.278.7345.
Episcopal Retirement Homes is holding an ice
cream social at Canterbury Court on Aug. 19. Hours
are from 2 to 6 p.m. This is a great opportunity to
tour the facility and enjoy a little ice cream while
you’re at it! There also will be activities for kids.
Canterbury Court is located in West Carrollton
at 450 N. Elm Street. For more information, call
937.859.1106.

Northwest

The evangelism team at Christ Church, Xenia,
has formed a prayer circle that meets every Sunday
morning in front of the nave before services begin.
The prayer circle will be praying for the evangelistic endeavors and growth of the parish. All
parishioners are welcome to become a part of the
prayer circle.

Ohio River

Construction is underway for a Habitat for
Humanity house sponsored by Church of the
Redeemer, Hyde Park. The home is located in the
nearby community of Madisonville. This is the second home build sponsored by Redeemer; the first
home was built in 2006.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information
about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese?
Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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ENS: The ONE Campaign's commitment to make poverty history was
stepped up June 11 when a mass media and mobilization effort to make global poverty a fundamental aspect of the 2008 presidential race was launched at
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.
The new initiative, “ONE Vote ‘08: Saving Lives, Securing our Future,”
promises to energize presidential candidates and ONE members “to make
the fight against global poverty a key foreign policy and security issue at
the 2008 ballot box.”
Former Senators Tom Daschle (D-South Dakota) and Bill Frist (RTennessee), co-chairs of ONE Vote, addressed a standing-room-only crowd
at a news conference that marked the launch, while inbound and outbound
satellite links connected a network of supporters nationwide.
The highly acclaimed African Children’s Choir, many of whom have
lost one or both parents through the devastation of war, famine and disease,
brought its singing and dancing expertise to the event, which was attended by
more than 250 political activists, faith leaders and media representatives.
In his welcoming remarks, the Rev. Paul Abernathy, St. Mark’s rector,
said, “In the name of the God, the greater power, I believe in, I invite us -each and all -- to take an active part to alleviate, if not eliminate the poverty
that is the daily and excruciating experience of so many of our sisters and
brothers in our common human family.
“It’s alright to pray, but after a while, we have to get up off of our knees
and do something. One Vote ‘08 is prayer in action.”
In a statement released to the media, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori expressed her support for the ONE Vote launch, calling it “an

ambitious effort to make global health and extreme poverty top foreignpolicy priorities in the 2008 presidential election.” She acknowledged that
“Episcopalians, like people of faith across the United States, are prepared to
play an active role in ONE Vote in their congregations and communities.”
“The next President of the United States will have an unprecedented
opportunity to lead our nation in making good on the promises it has made
to eradicate extreme poverty and deadly pandemics,” she added. “Solutions
are now more affordable, and closer at hand, than ever before. Winning the
fight against deadly poverty and disease is essential to meeting one of the
central global challenges of our time: building a more prosperous, secure
and peaceful world for all God’s people.”
Alexander Baumgarten, international policy analyst in the Episcopal
Church’s Office of Government Relations, said the ONE Campaign’s decision to hold today’s event in St. Mark’s Episcopal Church “underscores the
critical role that Americans of faith play in creating the political momentum to
make fighting global poverty a centerpiece of our nation’s foreign policy.”
At its 75th General Convention in June 2006, the Episcopal Church
launched a grassroots partnership with ONE, called ONE Episcopalian,
which seeks to rally Episcopalians -- ONE by ONE -- to the cause of ending extreme poverty and achieving the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs).
“ONE Vote is the most important component of that mobilization to
date,” Jefferts Schori said. “I pray that all Americans will see, in ONE Vote,
the opportunity for our nation to bring hope to the world and healing to the
whole human family God so loves.”

SCHOLAR’S CORNER
Recently I have been told that I was
arrogant for thinking that something was
unfair that God is believed to have done
or is believed will do in the future. How
dare I, a mere human, criticize God?
In my Old Testament course this spring,
I brought up the that fact that many Jews
and Christians over the centuries have
been troubled by the seeming injustice
of God punishing Pharaoh when the text
says that God hardened his heart. How
can it be right to make someone do
something and then punish them for it?
(In several places in Exodus, Pharaoh
is said to have hardened his own heart;
Exodus also describes God as hardening
Pharaoh’s heart.)
The other issue I raised was the seeming immorality of God commanding the
Israelites to kill every man, women, and
child of the Canaanites—something we
nowadays call genocide and consider a
great crime.
Quite appropriately a student quoted to
me a number of biblical passages, prominent among them Romans 9:14-21, where
Paul argues that God is not unjust and that
we are in no position to call God unjust.
Then I received a letter in response
concerning my May column that said it
was arrogant of me to say that it seems
“cruel and unjust” for God to exclude
people from heaven “for not believing in
His Son.”
I sure don’t claim not to be guilty of the
sin of pride, but I don’t agree that it is the sin
of pride to have the reaction, “Hey, that isn’t

fair!” when something strikes us as unfair.
Is it arrogance when confronted with
the kidnapping, rape, torture and murder
of a young girl to respond, “That isn’t
right! She was done a terrible wrong. She
didn’t deserve to have this happen to her.
No one deserves to be treated that way.”
Is it arrogance when confronted with
an earthquake that kills thousands or
even hundreds of thousands of people
to respond, “What a tragedy! What an
injustice! What did all those people do to
deserve this?”
Is it wrong to have compassion or pity
for the women and children who through
much of human history were enslaved
when their cities were conquered and all
the men (their husbands and fathers) were
killed?
I think not. The sense of unfairness is
not one of humanity’s baser traits. It is no
sin to be repelled by injustice.
The problem comes when God is said
to have been “behind” the seeming injustice, when the killing is said to have been
God’s will. Normally we condemn mass
murder and the enslaving women and
children. But when the Bible presents
such things as Divine punishments, many
religious people feel constrained to say
they must have been O.K. since the Bible
says they were God’s will.
I don’t believe it is wrong to be repelled
and outraged at injustice. Nor is it arrogant to have the response, “Hey, God,
that’s not fair!”
There is precedence in the Bible for

complaining
about injustice.
In Genesis 18:1633, when God
tells Abraham his
plans to destroy
all the inhabitants of Sodom
and Gomorrah,
Abraham tries to
persuade God not
to go through with
it because of the
injustice of innocent people being killed along with the
guilty. Abraham says, “Shall not the Judge
of all the earth [that is, God] do what is
just?” (Gen. 18:25). Here Abraham dared
to question the morality of God’s plan, yet
nowhere in the Bible is Abraham criticized
for this.
There are many examples in the Psalms
of complaining instead of just accepting
things as God’s will: “Why, O LORD,
do you stand far off? Why do you hide
yourself in times of trouble?” (Ps. 10:1),
“How long, O LORD? Will you forget me
forever? How long will you hide your face
from me?” (Ps. 13:1), “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me? Why are you
so far from helping me, from the words of
my groaning?” (Ps. 22:1). And the prophet
Habakkuk complains, “Why do you look
on the treacherous, and are silent when the
wicked swallow those more righteous than
they?” It has remained a part of Jewish
spirituality even to today that it is alright
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to complain to God about things and to
demand that God fix things.
Many things happen in life that strike us
as unfair. If whatever seems wrong or unfair
cannot be changed, we will eventually have
to accept it, even if we still don’t like it.
The way I read the Book of Job, the
answer Job finally gets to his complaint
that he doesn’t deserve his suffering is,
“Sorry, Job. You are never going to get
an answer. You are never going to understand why. The universe doesn’t owe you
an explanation, and you are just going to
have to accept never getting an explanation for the way things happen.”
Yes, ultimately we must accept what is
(though not human crimes), whether we
like it or not. We must bow our heads before
infinity. But does that mean that we cannot be honest about how we feel when we
think something has happened that is unjust?
Should we stifle all feelings of shock and
revulsion and all thought that a great wrong
has been done if that is how it appears to us?
Abraham’s example tells us otherwise.

The Rev. William Gartig is priest-in-charge
at St. Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati.
He has a doctorate degree in religion
from Hebrew Union College and teaches
religious studies at Northern Kentucky
University. Questions about the Bible or
other religious subjects may be sent to
2146 Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

CALENDAR
July
2-7 – Senior High Camp for rising 10-12th graders at Procter
Camp & Conference Center.
4 – Diocesan offices closed for Independence Day.
15-19 – Outdoor Adventure Camp
19-22 – Family Camp
22-27 – Kenyon Conference
24-28 – Summer Camp for rising 4th and 5th graders
24-28 – Creative Arts Camp
29-Aug. 4 – River Crawl youth mission trip. See page 16 for
more information.

August

11 – Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141.
15 – Presbyters Day at Procter Camp & Conference Center,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bishop Breidenthal is inviting all priests in
the diocese to spend a day with him to discuss matters pertaining to the presbyters of Southern Ohio, including the issue
of deacons voting at convention. Lunch will be served at no
expense to those attending. Please RSVP to Geri McDaniel at
geri_mcdaniel@episcopal-dso.org or 800.582.1712 or online at
www.episcopal-dso.org.
18 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will
be offered at St. Anne, 6461 Tylersville Road, West Chester. The
program starts at 9 a.m. and generally finishes at 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are required. Contact Geri McDaniel
at the diocesan office at 513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712. To
register or pay online, look under Adminstration, Misconduct
Prevention. The cost of the training is $15, which includes lunch
and materials. Payment should be mailed to Geri McDaniel,
Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St. Cincinnati, 45202.
Make checks payable to the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Training
is required of all clergy, employees of a church, youth ministers,
Stephen Ministers, Eucharistic Visitors, counselors, volunteers,
any lay person that interacts or has care of children. Questions:
Contact: Deacons Fred or Diana Shirley at 614.882.9038.
25 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will
be offered at St. Simon of Cyrene, 810 Matthews Drive, Lincoln
Heights 45215. See registration info above.
25 – Christian Formation Day at Procter Camp & Conference
Center.

September

3 – Diocesan Offices closed for Labor Day
7-8 – Deacons’ School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Kay Sturm at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424.
8 – Mountain Grace IV Conference at Ohio University Eastern
Campus in St. Clairsville, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. See more information on page 6.
11 – Meeting of the Convention Resolutions Committee at
Diocesan House, 412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati. Contact: Jim
Heathcote at 937.446.2108.
15 – Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141.
15 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. See registration information
above.
28-30 – Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative weekend
retreat. Contact: the Rev. Karl Ruttan, dean of the Anglican
Academy at 614.461.8429 or 800.461.2424
28-30 – Genesis at St. Paul’s, Chillicothe, grades 6-9.
Information: www.dsoyouth.org.

Mark it down!

Oct. 5-7 – Episcopal Marriage Encounter weekend
Oct. 12-13 – Magnetic Church Conference

RESOURCES
REST IN PEACE
Alison Marie Gartig, 19 and the daughter of the Rev. Bill and Barbara Gartig, died May 11. Alison
was diagnosed at age 4 with leukodystrophy, an incurable and degenerative condition. Writes the Rev.
Paula Jackson, a family friend, “Though she was gradually robbed of her abilities to move, to speak and
even to eat and drink, Alison retained an endearing personality, a sense of humor and a strong will.”
A memorial service was held at Church of Our Saviour on May 16, with a luncheon hosted by St.
Michael & All Angels. Memorials to the United Leukodystrophy Foundation, 2304 Highland Drive,
Sycamore, Illinois 60178.
Marie D. Ferguson, 72 and a longtime member of St. Andrew’s, Dayton, died May 27. A resident
of Dayton for more than 40 years, she was active in the diocese, including serving on the Episcopal
Community Services Foundation board. She retired in 1999 as Ombudsman and previously had been
executive director of the Dayton Council on World Affairs, administrator of the Dayton Art Institute and
manager of the Landing. Long active in the community, she had served as president of Metropolitan
Churches United and at the time of her death, she was serving on the boards of Family Service
Association, Miami Valley Fair Housing Center, Dayton Fund for Home Rehabilitation and several
United Way committees.
Survivors include her daughter and son-in-law, Cate and Kirk Fowler; son and daughter-in-law, David
and Heather Ferguson; grandchildren, Shannon and William Fowler and Emma Ferguson; her mother,
Julie S. Dumper; and her sister Laura Seitz.
Memorials to Sunwatch Endowment, Dayton Society of Natural History, 2600 DeWeese Pkwy., 45414.

See page 13 for more obituaries.

NEWS NOTES
Is God calling you to lead, to serve?

The Nominating Committee of the diocese is soliciting nominations for several leadership positions
to be elected at Diocesan Convention in November. The committee seeks candidates who are broadly
representative of diocesan demographics and who offer a variety of skills and talents.
The available positions include: Budget Committee: one lay; Diocesan Council: four lay, one presbyter; Diocesan Review Committee: one lay, one clergy; Ecclesiastical Trial Court, Judges: one lay, one
clergy; Episcopal Community Services Foundation: three people (lay or clergy); General Convention
deputies: four lay deputies and four lay alternates; four clergy deputies and four clergy alternates;
Standing Committee: one lay, one presbyter; Trustees of the Church Foundation: one lay or clergy; and
Trustees of the Diocese, one lay.
Each nominee must answer two questions and submit a photo (head and shoulders shot). The questions are:
1. Please reflect on your participation in the life of your congregation, the diocese, and the larger community.
2. Why do you feel God is calling you to serve in this position?
Print a nomination form from the the website or fill out an online nomination form at www.episcopaldso.org, Diocesan Convention. All nominations must be received no later than Sept. 10.

Enjoy Caribbean festival

St. Andrew’s, Cincinnati, will hold its 5th annual Caribbean
Festival on Aug. 25 from 1 to 6 p.m. Authentic Caribbean foods, live
steel band, entertainment, vendor booths and raffles with great prizes
will be featured. Caribbean music, provided by Firelyte Band with
Traci Wilson, will fill the air and spirit.
The church is located at 1809 Rutland Ave., one block south of
Dana Avenue at the corner of Rutland and Montgomery Road. Come
have a taste of the Caribbean! Information: 513.829.1904.

CLERGY/CONGREGATIONS
The Rev. Robert Radamaker, rector of Ascension & Holy Trinity, has been called to serve as dean
of the cathedral of the Diocese of Eau Claire, Wisconsin. He is moving in August.
The Rev. Eileen Shanley-Roberts, assistant rector of Ascension & Holy Trinity, has been called to
serve as rector of Christ Church, Waukegan, Ill. She begins her new ministry in July.
The Rev. Stephen Cuff, vicar of St. Andrew’s, Washington Court House, has accepted a call as
Director of Spiritual Services for Episcopal Retirement Homes in Cincinnati. His last Sunday at St.
Andrew’s is Aug. 19.
Church of the Ascension, Middletown, has called the Rev. Nancy Turner Jones as interim rector,
beginning July 2. She previously served in the Diocese of Michigan.

For more information, contact the Canon Vicki Zust, canon to the ordinary, the Diocese of Southern
Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Phone: 800.582.1712.
E-mail: vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org.
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Rest in peace: Jean Carson
BY ARIEL MILLER

INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Vale, Jean!
“Being church is about practicing for the Kingdom,”
Bishop Tom Breidenthal confided to a gathering of laypeople this spring. “We get to go to potlucks and meetings and put up with each other. What’s hard here is ten
times harder in heaven, where there will be more and
more contact with more and more people, not less. So
we’d better start practicing! We tend to think of salvation
as escape from community, but it’s the redemption of
community.”
By that standard, Jean Carson is a valedictorian. In
commencement season, she graduated May 19 from this
life with highest honors in the discipline of love.
Born in the city of Dayton and married to the Rev.
John Carson, scion of a distinguished Cincinnati family,
she soon found herself in the Appalachian foothills where
John would serve as rector of St. Mary’s Hillsboro for
35 years. Her vision and pragmatism made her a natural leader in transforming the region’s capacity to meet
human needs.
Two great examples: when mental health services were
virtually non-existent in the area, Jean and John launched
the mental health association that now serves five counties. And years of Jean’s behind-the-scenes diplomacy
persuaded Hillsboro’s churches to put aside longstanding
rivalries to create Samaritan Outreach, an ecumenical
ministry that has made a gigantic difference in helping
people get through crises of all kinds.
Jean’s community responded with love and gratitude. She was named Outstanding Citizen by Hillsboro
City Council, given the Appalachian Service Award of
Catholic Social Services, and the Good Samaritan Award
by Samaritan Outreach. She won the Northwest Territory
Bicentennial Spirit of ’87 Award and was named to
the Highland County Hall of Fame and the American

Jean and John Carson portray Sophia and Bishop
Philander Chase at the General Convention in 2006.
Association of University Women/Ohio Wall of Fame,
as well as honors from a host of other civic and professional groups.
Jean was equally dynamic as a diocesan leader, serving on the board and grants committee of the Episcopal
Community Services Foundation, Episcopal Appalachian
Ministries, the Hunger Task Force and the Clergy Family
Project. With their quiet wit and understated ways, Jean
and John always supplied something vital to the work:
knowledge of local history, a strategic map, rigorous fairness or a plate of home-baked cookies. It was impossible
to stick to a stuffy agenda when this sprite arrived in her
Peter Pan collar and elfin haircut.
Her Hillsboro neighbors recognized the true spirit
of Christ in Jean. “Every once in a while, one of us
gets it right,” wrote Hillsboro Times-Gazette publisher
Rory Ryan in a special editorial about Jean on May 25.
“Jean Carson, the compassionate Good Samaritan, was

one of those people who makes her community better
simply by her very presence. And did she have a presence!”
Like Jesus, Jean had zero patience with prejudice. In
the 1970s, she was appointed to a diocesan task force on
sexuality and sexism, forthrightly addressing “topics too
sensitive to be named,” John recalls wryly. The group
developed a parish study guide and 11 recommendations that were, incredibly, all adopted by Diocesan
Convention. “The bottom line was that the diocese
should stop discrimination,” says Dr. Paul Nicely, a
seminary professor who served with Jean. But, he said,
virtually nothing was done to implement a prophetic call
decades ahead of the Church’s capacity to really accept
equality.
But so much of her work succeeded, up until her
very last months. Jean and John made an enormous
contribution to our diocese’s history exhibits at General
Convention. After years of advocacy, they saw Ohio’s
first bishop Philander Chase safely voted into Lesser
Feasts and Fasts, and Jean served as history docent in
spriggy muslin dressed as Sophia Chase. In rapid succession she helped plan the Mountain Grace conference,
participated in St. Mary’s glorious 150th anniversary,
and invigorated the ECSF grants committee with her
trenchant analysis. At the end of each milestone, she said
quietly, ‘there, that’s done. Time to pass the torch.” We
didn’t want to believe her.
But now we see: throughout she was saying, “vale,”
farewell, be blessed. And she is finished with the giant
work and off like a bird. Vale, Jean, tell God we’re going
to try to do better, and beam us down a little of your
gumption!

Memorials to: Episcopal Community Services Foundation
(ECSF)412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, 45202
Samaritan Outreach attn: Debbie Mitchell, Executive
Director, 537 N. East Street, Hillsboro, 45133

Rest in peace: Mary Jane Neely
BY JULIE MURRAY
INTERCHANGE ASSISTANT
She was a lady who loved to be around people
– whether it was entertaining, helping or just listening.
She loved to have dinner parties and spend the evening
with friends, telling – and listening to – stories. She was
the helping hand or the accepting, sympathetic ear when
someone needed a friend. And when death came, it was
a most appropriate ending for a life well lived – suddenly
and with no unfinished business.
Mary Jane Feemster Neely, wife of the Rev. Christopher
Neely, died unexpectedly the afternoon of June 6. In
addition to her husband of 57 years, she is survived by
daughters Elizabeth Wood (James), Susan England and
Jane Mattes (Darryl) and three grandchildren.
Mary Jane and Chris Neely arrived in Southern Ohio
in 1961 when Chris was called as curate of the Church
of the Ascension, Middletown. The Neelys moved to
Cincinnati in 1969 when St. James, Westwood, called
Chris as rector. Mary Jane began volunteering at the
Cincinnati History Museum and then worked for the
museum for more than 25 years as a manuscript curator.
She also put in more than 6,000 hours of post-retirement
volunteer work in the museum manuscript department.
A great lover of music, she was a member of the chancel

choir for 25 years at St. James, and
later a member of both the chancel and gospel choirs at St. Andrew,
Evanston.
Mary Jane was a great believer in
social justice and equality. A member
of the American Women’s Voluntary
Service (AWVS) in Tulsa, OK, she
waited tables for a dime a dinner to
Mary Jane
raise money for hospital equipment
Feemster Neely
for veterans. As a continuation of her
AWVS service, she joined the Junior League shortly
after arriving in the Cincinnati area and became a part
of their Court Watch program. She would sit in on court
sessions, believing that the presence of people watching
the judges would ensure justice, especially in racially
motivated cases. She participated in civil rights marches
in Middletown in the 1960s and was public about her
belief in equality and justice. Her beliefs and actions in
the African-American civil rights movement in the 1960s
expanded in later years to advocating equal rights for
gays and lesbians.
“She was pretty non-judgmental,” says her oldest
daughter, Elizabeth Wood. “Her relationships were never
governed by age, religion, politics or sexual orientation.
As long as there was some redeeming quality about you
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– and she would find it – you could be her friend.”
Everywhere she went, she got involved in people’s
lives. Wood said that while growing up, there were
often strangers at the dinner table, someone her mother
had taken in, someone who needed a safe place to go.
“She made friends out of waiters and shopkeepers,” said
Wood. “She had a way of getting involved in people’s
lives without being intrusive.”
Mary Jane loved entertaining the friends she had gathered. A tremendous cook, she enjoyed throwing dinner
parties complete with the best china and gourmet food.
In his eulogy at her memorial service on June 11, the
Rev. Stephen Applegate recalled dinners with Mary Jane
and Chris at their apartment overlooking the Ohio River.
There was always “delicious food, stimulating conversation, great music—and oh, did I mention, cocktails.” And
stories. Mary Jane loved to tell stories with her guests and
enjoyed topping stories that others told her.
“She was adored by everybody who ever met her. She
was never unkind, always upbeat. I never knew her to
have a bad day,” said Jane Mattes, her youngest daughter.
“She found the joy in every day of living.”

Memorials to: St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 1809
Rutland Ave., Cincinnati, 45207 or the Cincinnati Historical
Society, 1301 Western Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45203

REFLECTIONS

A (belated) baptismal journey
BY MARK CLARK

INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
You could have knocked me over with a feather.
My wife, Vanessa, and I had been regular churchgoers
for years. I enthusiastically supported her in her call to
the priesthood and, to deepen my own spiritual life, I was
taking Education for Ministry classes. I thought of myself
as a good Christian.
So I was shocked to learn that I had never been baptized.
In retrospect, maybe I shouldn’t have been so surprised.
I was raised not-very-churched. My parents hauled my
brother and me to my grandparents’ Southern Baptist
church for Easter, Christmas and other special occasions,
but religion was never a big part of my childhood. I followed
my own winding spiritual path, discovering the Episcopal
Church in my mid-20s. Nevertheless, I took for granted
that my parents or grandparents would have had me
baptized at some point. Not so, my mother informed me,
casually, during a telephone conversation.
Afterward, guilt and embarrassment rushed over me.
I thought of all the communion I had received over
the years and felt like a thief. How could I face my
friends at church, when I suddenly felt I wasn’t “really”
even a Christian? Three years before, I had offered
my infant daughter in baptism, yet I never questioned my
own baptismal status. Why hadn’t this occurred to me
before? I’m a grownup, I should know better. Then I realized, that’s why it hadn’t occurred to me before: Because
I’m a grownup. Because in our tradition, baptism is
something that happens with babies, not with 41-year-old
men. But now, I realized, it needed to happen for me.
I spoke with Vanessa, then approached my priest – Cricket
Park, from St. Patrick’s in Dublin -- and my friends from
EfM. Fortunately, all of them were supportive and even
excited about the prospect of my baptism. My EfM class-

Mark Clark, at left, stands with his daughter and wife,
Vanessa, before Vanessa’s ordination as a priest in June.
mates even offered to sponsor me, which made me feel honored and loved. All this gave me great relief and peace of
mind – for a while. I was even able to joke about
it. (“Well, V,” I said to my wife. “I can’t die before
June 10th.”) Weeks passed, as I observed a season
of prayer, meditation and fasting from the Eucharist.
This meant that, unlike an infant, I approached baptism
understanding full well what I was getting into, and recognizing what a profound commitment this truly was/is.

I also had time to squirm and feel profoundly unworthy
to receive the incomprehensibly generous and truly awesome gift of God’s grace.
By the time the big day arrived, I was nervous again.
Very nervous. So nervous that, afterward, when friends
asked me what adult baptism was like, my only answer was
that I was relieved to get through it without passing out or
throwing up. That was true, but since then I’ve had time to
reflect further and have some additional observations.
During the service, the priest’s words seemed to hang
in the air. I could almost see them, in giant illuminated
letters. “Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual
forces of wickedness that rebel against God?” Zoiks! As
my wife and friends prayed for me, I felt almost like I
was floating in space, disconnected from everything else
in the world except their love, showering over me. Then
came that humbling moment when Cricket anointed my
forehead and proclaimed, “You are sealed by the Holy
Spirit in baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever.”
At that second, I felt very tiny and insignificant. Yet I
also felt connected to something vast and ancient, and
supremely significant.
The words “marked as Christ’s own forever” echoed
in my head a long time afterward. The next day I
noticed myself occasionally, involuntarily touching my
forehead, as if checking to see if the seal was still
there. My friends asked, Do I feel different? Strangely
enough, I do. It’s difficult to express exactly what’s
changed, however. The closest I can come to
explaining it is to say that I feel more ... complete.
Anyhow, baptism was a wonderful experience, and I’m
glad I never have to do it again.

Mark Clark is a member of St. Patrick, Dublin.
His wife, Vanessa, was ordained a priest on June 16.
See photos of the ordination on pages 8-9.

Lay theologian: a period of consequences
My father and I went to a driving range near my parents’
condo the other day. Then we did some putting at the practice green by the range. A man and woman were taking a
walk over on a cart path on the course. Their Weimaraner
was with them, off leash. To create this driving range, marsh
and prairie were reconstructed and manicured. It is gorgeous.
Three small ponds lie back between the range and the Pro
Shop, like a scene from National Wildlife magazine.
The event this year is the eight ducklings born apparently to a single female Mallard. The nine of them were in
one of the ponds that morning when Dad and I came by in
the cart to the driving range. They were still there while we
were putting, when the Weimaraner got them in his sights.
That grey ghost went straight for them. Mom and ducklings panicked. Mom made all kinds of racket as she fled,
squawking and splashing. The ducklings didn’t know what
was happening but knew it was bad. The dog stayed with
the mother as she scuttled to another pond. He almost got
her two or three times, but she kept just out of reach until
she flew off, leaving him frustrated and perturbed.
Meanwhile, the ducklings had fled. They escaped over a
berm to a drainage ditch and – settled a bit but still scared
– began paddling in tight formation back toward the Pro
Shop, away from the ponds.
When mom returned, she quacked and quacked, but her
babies were nowhere to be found.
Most folks I know don’t really believe we should subdue
and exploit nature, willy nilly, at least not if it has ugly or nox-

ious results. Still, most also reject
the notion that we must live in
ways that leave nature unaffected
by our presence. We are part of
nature. We tend gardens and golf
courses, crops and pastures. And
there are consequences.
My father-in-law recently
described to me how to deal
with bats in the attic. You go to
the pesticide section of a home
improvement store and find a
fogger that says, “Do not use
with bats.” That’s what you use. Bats are endangered, and
you are not supposed to do anything that will harm them.
Get a couple of cans that will fog the attic, clear an exit
for yourself, and set them off. Then watch the bats come
out the eves! They’ll go to someone else’s attic and be
endangered over there.
You have to live with the noxious residue for a few days,
but you’re rid of the bats.
If bats are in your attic or moles in your yard, they are
pests. If wild rabbits ruin your garden, or squirrels rob
your bird feeder, they are pests. For those who grow crops
or raise livestock, there are other pests as well – some of
which are considered harmless wildlife by city folks.
We live in nature as a gardener who lives in her garden.
We have to discern what impositions on our environment
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are permissible. And we have to think about consequences.
Some are sounding dire warnings. They urge that our
ways of living have set off foggers that are blighting the
planet, and not just for a couple of days.
Al Gore quotes Sir Winston Churchill in An Inconvenient
Truth, his documentary on climate change. Churchill called
the people of Great Britain to recognize the unprecedented
threat of the Nazi hoard marching through Europe. Britons
wanted to believe this was someone else’s problem, nothing they could or should do anything about. Churchill
warned, “The era of procrastination, of half-measures, of
soothing and baffling expedients, of delays, is coming to
its close. In its place, we are entering a period of consequences” (November 12, 1936).
When Dad and I finished, we loaded our bags and set
off up the cart path toward the Pro Shop, along the drainage ditch. We found the ducklings, huddled together, still
scared. They sensed they were in trouble, but they didn’t
know what to do.
We got out of the cart and urged them back down the
ditch. They didn’t go far before they scurried away from us
over the berm. They spotted mom and rushed to rejoin her.
Dad and I went back to the cart and on our way.

Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor and chair of the Department
of Philosophy, Wittenberg University. His e-mail address is
dreed@wittenberg.edu.
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A Sunday drive with the Presiding Bishop
I was recently given the extraordinary opportunity to have a personal visit
with our Presiding Bishop, the Most
Rev. Katharine Jefforts-Schori, while she
was in the area for the consecration of
Bishop Tom Breidenthal. The Rev. Canon
Vicki Zust, who was handling her travel
arrangements, e-mailed me a few weeks
before the consecration and asked if I
would mind drivRANDY YOUNG ing the Presiding
Bishop
from
St.
Andrew’s,
Dayton, where
she preached and
celebrated the
day after the consecration, to her
next engagement
in Indianapolis. I
eagerly accepted
the assignment. I
can’t express enough my gratitude to
Canon Zust for having given me opportuPresiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts-Schori meets with parishioners from St. Andrew’s and
nity to serve in this way.
As something on this magnitude often the Dayton area after the worship service April 29.
does, it transforms the simple everyday operations of life into decisions and McNally mapped and drove the route firmed that it would be just the two of us
plans that have to be re-examined and “virtually” online six times. This was traveling on to Indianapolis. Those who
re-evaluated. Such little things as: who not going time to have to stop and ask had come to Ohio with her had made
can I talk to about this? What car should directions!!
other travel plans.
I drive? What should I wear? (yup, even
As I said, all the little things now take
The service at St. Andrew’s was simply
for this “gentleman” that became a seri- on a different perspective. On Saturday wonderful. It was a true representation of
ous thought). What should I talk to her night after arriving back from the incred- the diversity of the membership of this
about? In other words, I would have to ible experience of the consecration in little church across the river from downtown
plan my life in a bit more detail where this Columbus, I took some “alone” time and Dayton. The music and liturgy were vibrant
event was concerned.
contemplated the next day’s agenda and and alive and argued against any notion that
There really weren’t too many I could prayed on its meaning. It came to me that I the Episcopal church cannot be such in today’s
talk to about the matter. As schedules should just let God take over from this world. In her sermon, Bishop Katharine
for such people as the Presiding Bishop point and let whatever was to be simply displayed her calm and engaging personcan change in an instant, I really didn’t happen. It was His gift to me anyway, ality with a wit and sense of humor that
want to create a stir, only to have plans so why should I try to plan it? I had to quickly endears her to listeners. At the end
changed at the last minute. Also I couldn’t believe that God had already done that for she asked us, “What kind of shepherds
figure out a way of talking about it with- me. I erased all the suggestions (except to will you be?” After a reception for her in
out sounding pretentious. As for the car drive carefully) and preconceived notions the parish hall with a traditional exuberant
issue, no amount of cleaning the fam- about what to do and say and just be and wonderful St. Andrew’s feast, Bishop
ily cars would ever get all the dog hairs, myself. Having settled on this approach, Katharine asked me if “I” was ready to
McDonald’s French fries, gum wrappers I had a peaceful night’s sleep and awoke go. I got the car, pulled it to the door and
and hair ties removed. To this end, my in the morning rested, refreshed and started the air conditioning, then went back
mother came to the rescue and allowed most of all, relaxed.
in to help Bishop Katharine carry her varime to borrow her car that she proverbiAt St. Andrew’s, everything was ous items.
ally only uses to go to church and the abuzz, and you could feel the electricWe finished goodbyes ... and solved
grocery. Of those few with whom I did ity and excitement in the air. You could the issue of one elderly, misplaced St.
speak, I received well intended advice for literally see the glow on the parishio- Andrew’s
parishioner
mistaking
what to do and say. Perhaps most succinct ners’ faces as they were finishing up my car for his ride home (he was sitwas the suggestion from my priest, the the last-minute preparations. The Rev. ting in the car when we came out to
Rev. Jack Koepke: “Drive carefully.”
Jane Gerdsen was masterfully directing get in it). We were on our way.
That got one of the best laughs from folks to their assigned duty posts. She Now then, the moment had arrived. I
Bishop Katharine when I related it to and her lay leaders were well organized was in the car driving with the Presiding
her. As the date drew near, more and and ready for the occasion. She asked that Bishop of the United States, a world figmore of the details began to take shape I await Bishop Katharine’s arrival at the ure, and the head of our church. This was
with the arrangements for her travels that entry of the parking lot so that I could what I had been waiting for these last few
weekend. Now it was time to think of direct them to a space that was reserved weeks. What was it like? Well, the title of
the little things like directions to where for her. When the Presiding Bishop arrived this reflection I think best describes it. She
she was going and ... oh yes, I have to (driven by another diocesan “chauffeur”), quickly engaged me in conversation that
remember to get a hair cut! Sheesh! And I waved them to their spot and went to seemed so natural and easygoing that
did I mention directions? Let’s open the car door for her. She beat me within the first mile, I felt I was taking a
see, I Google mapped, Yahoo to it. I greeted her and welcomed her to Sunday drive with a friend. We talked about
mapped, AAA mapped, Microsoft Map- Dayton and to St. Andrew’s. We moved everything: family, friends, St. Paul’s,
Quest mapped, satellite mapped, Rand her luggage to my car, and then she con- this diocese, the larger church issues.
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Simply put, we talked about whatever the
spirit of conversation seemed to lead to.
I think that it would be inappropriate for
me to comment on specifics of what she
said during our two hours together. Trying
to remember exact quotes and the contexts in which they were given would
place far too great a responsibility on
me and possibly put her in a spot she
wouldn’t deserve.
Instead, I can very comfortably relate
that our visit gave me a sense that Bishop
Katharine is a warm and caring person.
She’s still growing into this new path that
God has given her. Of all of her qualities
that include grace, poise, dignity, warmth,
an incredible intellect and wonderful wit, I
would without a doubt say the one I came
away in awe of was her ability to listen.
All during our time together, she gave
me the sense that what I had to say was
important to her, that she cared about what
I had to say. Considering her relentless
schedule, she could so easily and understandably have asked to simply take a nap
in the car. She could have made it evident
that she needed time to rest or otherwise
collect her thoughts. Instead, she did just
the opposite, often times continuing the
conversation and bringing up new topics
to keep me going. I never once needed
to think of something to say, nor did we
experience that moment of uncomfortable
silence that I dreaded might happen due to
my own ineptness to converse.
In our own diocese, Bishop Breidenthal
has been engaged with us in a ‘listening”
process. He has been trying to hear what
we, as his new flock, are saying to him concerning our hopes and dreams for the new
journey upon our diocese has embarked.
True listening, as both he and the Presiding
Bishop have demonstrated to me, is a
powerful healing tool. It allows the anxieties and worries we have about various
issues to be shared in a safe and warm
environment without the threat of anger
or malice. Listening does not mean nor
require agreement. It means hearing and
sharing.
This then was the gift that Bishop
Katharine gave to me during our two hours
together. She listened to me and made me
feel I was truly being listened to. I felt
we shared with each other that bond of
Christian love that allowed us to speak to
one another openly and honestly as equals,
even in the light of the obvious inequality of our roles in the church. When we
arrived in Indianapolis, we both remarked
on how the two hours had flashed by in
what seemed an instant. The memories of
that afternoon will stay with me a lifetime. It
was indeed a wonderful Sunday drive with
the Presiding Bishop. Thanks be to God!

Randy Young is the provost of the Dayton
Deanery and a member of St. Paul’s,
Oakwood. Contact him at
provostdd@gemair.com.

NEWS

CAMP AT
CAMP
AT
PROCTER
PROCTER

Kids at the 5th and 6th grade camp made good use of a rainy day
singing together. Pictured at left, one camper sings, “Our God is a
mighty God.” At bottom right, camp counselor Phil Brumbaugh checks
out dessert!
Nearly 300 kids and families have signed up to attend camp this summer at Procter Camp & Conference Center. There’s still time to be a
part of the fun! Go to www.dsoyouth.org to learn more or register.
Photos by Richelle Thompson

River Crawl: set to roll
BY ROGER SPEER

INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The River Crawl mission trip is set
to roll down the Ohio River July 29Aug. 4, with a pre-retreat July 26-28.
We’ve added some exciting new stops
and worked out some creative mission
projects that serve our host churches
and communities.
We’ll start at the Kenyon
Conference on July 26 with
an engaging discussion with
Bishop Tom Breidenthal
about why we are called to
mission and about the purpose of our journey. We’ll
then spend the next two
days sharing our stories and preparing for
the various trips along the river.
Our first stop for three days is in
the upper Ohio Valley at the churches
of St. Stephen’s in East Liverpool and
Steubenville. We’ll work alongside the
people of the congregations and learn
about life along the Ohio River.
Our second stop is at St. Luke’s,
Marietta, where we will be cleaning and
overhauling a playground to make it
more accessible to the community.
Our third stop is at St. Peter’s,

Gallipolis, where we’ll work with the
congregation and learn more about the
Episcopal Church in Appalachia.
Our fourth stop is All Saints,
Portsmouth, where we’ll work on building a prayer shrine and updating the
children’s nursery.
Our final two days are spent at Trinity,
McArthur. We will spend the first day
showing Trinity Church some TLC and
the second day relaxing in the Hocking
Hills.
Don’t be fooled. It’s
not all work, and we
plan to have amazing
fun. We’ll relax and
play each night and
end our long days with
Eucharist and prayer.
We’ll meet new people at each destination, eat some great food, see some of
the most beautiful parts of the diocese,
and learn more about ourselves on this
mission trip pilgrimage.
Don’t forget! The Diocese of Ohio
will be there right beside us as River
Crawl offers us the opportunity to look
beyond ourselves, beyond our home
churches and beyond our diocese.
To learn more, visit www.dsoyouth.
org.

PUBLIC POLICY NOTES
Episcopalians lobby Ohio Senate

Despite the thousands of people who have received help from the Benefit Bank,
funding for the program was cut from the governor’s budget this spring by the
Ohio Senate. Although the budget still is in flux, Benefit Bank volunteers rallied to
testify in late May on behalf of its importance in helping
JEFFREY S.
disadvantaged people connect with resources.
The Ohio Benefit Bank is offered in partnership with
PRICE
the Governor’s Office of Faith-Based and Community
Initiatives and the Ohio Association of Second Harvest
Food Banks. More than 160 faith-based groups use the
Benefit Bank, including the Diocese of Southern Ohio
thanks to the efforts from the Episcopal Community
Services Foundation. The foundation is one of the Benefit
Bank’s chief faith-based sponsors.
Five Benefit Bank volunteers submitted written testimony and got to speak (after waiting for 10 hours!) to
the Senate Finance Committee, in support of the Benefit
Bank on May 31.
The good news is that following the testimony by
members of this diocese, the Ohio Senate Finance Committee voted to return the
full amount requested by the Governor for the Benefit Bank to the budget, plus add
increased funding for food and personal care items for the state’s network of food
banks, which supply many of our parish pantries and soup kitchens.
Ralph Gildehaus of the Office of Faith-based and Community Initiatives, said,
“Thanks again for your testimony before the Ohio Senate Finance Committee. I
believe that the Senators understood the importance of the Benefit Bank, it made
a big difference! … Our attention now turns to the House and holding the restored
funding in conference.”

Jeffrey S. Price is director of public policy for the diocese.
Contact him at 614.461.8429 or 800.461.8424
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