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Diocese to read,
talk together
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

Photo by Mike Simons
Acolytes from Christ Church Cathedral assist during the May 14 service of
ordination to the diaconate. Torchbearers are Grace Jones, left, and Dani
Boatright, right, and crucifer is Christian Smith. The Rt. Rev. Herbert Thompson Jr.
ordained six men and women to the transitional diaconate. See pages 10-11
for more pictures and to read the sermon preached during the service.

In the spirit of building community and of taking
time for reflection and discernment, the Rt. Rev.
Herbert Thompson Jr. plans to announce at convention an invitation for
every congregation in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio
to be “On the Same Page.”
A new opportunity for
Christian education, “On
the Same Page” calls congregations to read together
the Rev. Eugene Peterson’s
new book, Christ Plays in
Ten Thousand Places.
Cities throughout the country have sponsored similar
community book readings with the idea that they
help create a common experience and encourage
people to connect and talk with one another about
the book – and about their lives. This is believed to
be the first such book reading project by a religious
group.
Diocesan staff and other educators are developing study guides for use this fall. The book
and its exploration of spiritual theology will
be the foundation for diocesan gatherings
and programs, including Presbyters and
Deacons, the Anglican Academy,
Miniversity and convention. Staff used the
book as a guide for its one-day retreat in
May.

SEE PAGE, PAGE 3

Sanctuary in the heart of downtown
BY JULIE MURRAY
INTERCHANGE WRITER
To a homeless person, a shelter is a haven away from the cold, a
place to catch a hot meal, maybe a shower or a place to lay your head
for the night. Those who find themselves homeless are looking for a
place that offers these simple gifts, a sanctuary from the streets. But
when a shelter finds itself homeless, where can it seek sanctuary?
When a Columbus shelter found itself without a home, sanctuary was
found within the walls of Trinity Episcopal Church on Capital Square.
“Frankly, we still think of it as a miracle that Trinity was willing
and able to open itself to the people we serve,” said Kent Beittel,

executive director of the Open Shelter. “It’s our sense that the church
believes that what they are enabling to happen through us is significantly tied to what it means to be a church in a downtown area.”

In the beginning
The Open Shelter, Inc. opened its doors to the homeless men
of Columbus in December, 1983. It was the first 24-hour emergency walk-in shelter in the state of Ohio. Located in a flood
plane along the Scioto River in the economically depressed
Franklinton area, the Open Shelter sought to serve those who
were most vulnerable on the streets, those most likely to be

SEE OPEN SHELTER, PAGE 9

Convention
Clergy and lay
delegates will gather
June 11 at Procter
Camp & Conference
Center to set a new
date for the election
of the ninth bishop of
Southern Ohio and
discuss other
implications of the
Covenant Statement
adopted by the
House of Bishops in
March.
See pages 2-5 for
more information,
including Bishop
Thompson’s
recommendations
to convention.

REFLECTIONS

Bishop offers proposals
for election, ministry
My brothers and sisters in Christ:
The theme, “The Future Is God's,” was the foundation for convention last November in Columbus,
and it will guide us when we come together again in
convention on June 11 at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. As our journey toward the election of the ninth bishop of Southern Ohio has taken
unexpected turns, we are reminded that indeed the
future is God’s.
This is an unprecedented time in the life of our diocese and the church. As you know, the Covenant
Statement adopted by the House of Bishops in March
had significant implications for our diocese. People
across the church are watching as we make decisions
for the good of the diocese and in accordance with
God's will.
I want to share with you the recommendations I
intend to make at the June 11 convention so that you
can be in prayer and dialogue before that day. I intend
to ask convention to set a new date for the election of
the ninth bishop of Southern Ohio. To hold an election
before the 2006 General Convention does not, in my
view, honor the spirit of the Covenant Statement of the
House of Bishops and its request for a time of reflection and discernment. To hold an election shortly after
our diocese hosts the national church’s convention
does not honor the time and commitment of the hundreds of people who will be working as volunteers.
Furthermore, we do not want our election of the next
bishop of Southern Ohio to be in reaction to possible
controversial issues arising out of General Convention.
We pray our election will focus on the long-term future
of the diocese and the person God is calling to lead
Southern Ohio into the future. I propose this new date
as Nov. 11, 2006, a time when we already are gathered
in convention as the body of Christ.

When convention adopted a
nominating process in 2003,
they had no way of knowing
the unusual turns we have
experienced. The 2003
Diocesan
Convention
approved a plan that envisioned the ninth bishop of
Southern Ohio would be
elected in June of 2005, have
a few months as bishop-elect
to learn about the diocese and
this new ministry, then
become diocesan bishop upon
my resignation. This proposed transition cannot happen now.
An election in late 2006 means that the nominees
will have put their lives -- and the lives of their families and congregations -- on hold for nearly two
years. I do not think that it is fair to the nominees or
to their congregations to ask them to live in limbo for
that period of time.
Three years in the life of the church is a significant
time. We celebrate every day all that Jesus did in His
three years of public ministry. In consideration of the
extended length of time and other concerns, I intend
to call for a new search for nominees for the ninth
bishop of Southern Ohio. A proposed resolution
detailing the new process for the search is included in
these pages.
Finally, after consultation with the Presiding
Bishop, I am calling for convention to adopt an

THE RT. REV.
HERBERT
THOMPSON JR.

amendment that will allow Bishop Price to serve as
Ecclesiastical Authority from the time of my mandatory resignation on Dec. 11, 2005, until the institution of a new diocesan bishop. Bishop Price knows
the diocese intimately, and I am confident in his ability to lead it well in this interim period.
Be assured these recommendations come after
much careful prayer and deliberation. I have prayed
God's guidance always for the good of this diocese
and church. I am thankful for the nominees and for
the more than 100 people who came forward to be
considered for election. I hope and pray that if any of
these still feel called to serve the diocese that they will
be a part of this new nominating process. I want to lift
up the work of our Nominating Committee, led by
Mike Krug. They gave unselfishly to this diocese of
their time and talents. I praise God for them. I am also
thankful for the leadership of the Standing Committee
and Jon Boss, the president. They have made difficult
decisions, and I value their work and advice.
I encourage your prayers and discussion concerning these recommendations. The pre-convention
meetings will offer an opportunity to ask questions
and talk about the proposals. We also will have a time
for small-group discussions at our June 11 gathering.
I ask your prayers for the convention delegates,
diocesan staff, leadership of the diocese and me as we
work together to discern God's will. May we always
remember, the future is God's.
Yours in Christ,
The Rt. Rev. Herbert Thompson Jr.
Bishop of Southern Ohio

Please see pages 3-5 for more information about convention

a firm

foundation
Editor’s Note: Bishop Thompson will retire as bishop
of Southern Ohio at the end of 2005. As part of our
salute to his leadership, ministry and vision,
Interchange is running a column each month highlighting different moments from his episcopate. Bishop
Thompson reminds us often that the transition from his
episcopate to that of the ninth bishop of Southern Ohio
is about continuity of leadership in the apostolic succession. Rather than fond nostalgia for the past, these
columns will lift up the firm foundation Bishop
Thompson has built for the promise and the future of
this diocese, and indeed, God’s church.
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After returning from sabbatical in England in August 1989, Bishop
Thompson shared the vision he developed for the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
At the Old Barn Conference in September and during his address to the
115th Diocesan Convention in November, he made several proposals for programs that would fulfill that vision.
In his convention address, Bishop Thompson said, “The vision calls us to
address the question of Episcopal-Anglican identity; to deepen our knowledge
of our tradition; to investigate anew; to know and restore our boundaries.”
“To this end, I call for establishing an Anglican Academy: a Christian education center for the diocese, a seminary for laity, an institute for continuing
education and nurture for clergy and parish musicians, an umbrella agency
for all diocesan education programs.”
Today, Anglican Academy programs include the Diaconal Studies Program, a
three-year curriculum of courses and spiritual formation designed primarily for
persons seeking ordination to the Diaconate; SOLLI, the Southern Ohio Lay
Leadership Initiative, a program to identify and train people for increased participation in leadership roles in their congregation, the diocese and in their
ministry outside the institutional church; the EFM, or Education for Ministry
program; organizing the gathering of Presbyters and Deacons; planning an
annual workshop for vestries and mission councils; and the Faith-in-Life committee of the diocese, which utilizes a special endowment to provide educational opportunities designed primarily for the enhancement of the ministry of
the laity of the diocese.
On June 4, 15 people will graduate from the Education for Ministry program,
two will graduate from SOLLI, and Phyllis Armstrong will be ordained as a
vocational deacon. All are invited to attend the graduation and ordination at
11 a.m. at the chapel at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
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Diocese to read together
through ‘On the Same Page’
FROM PAGE 1
“This is an extraordinary opportunity for the people of the diocese to be in community and conversation with one other,” Bishop
Thompson said. The project “shows that we take seriously the call
of the House of Bishops to enter into a time of reflection and dialogue.”
Further, “On the Same Page” can strengthen the spiritual foundation of the diocese during its
time of discernment and call of
the ninth bishop of Southern
Ohio.
“I believe Christ Plays in Ten
Thousand Places can help all of
us deepen our understanding of
our covenant with God and one
another as members of the body
of Christ,” Bishop Thompson
said.
Thousands of people have participated in the city of
Cincinnati’s community book
reading project since its launch
in 2002, said Phyllis Hegner,
assistant manager for public relations for the Public Library of
Cincinnati and Hamilton County.
“The project brings people together from a lot of different backgrounds through reading,” Hegner said. “Reading is a common
denominator that anyone can relate to, and it offers a way for people to discuss various issues in a non-threatening way.”
Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places has sold briskly since its
February release and is already in its second printing, said
Kathryn Curneal, a spokeswoman for Eerdman Publishing.
Planned to be the first of five volumes about issues of spiritual
formation, Scripture and leadership, the book “is a tour de force
in spiritual theology, combining incisive cultural analysis and biblical exposition with a sweeping and engaging vision of the
Christian life,” according to Christianity Today.
“This book connects two great areas of interest in American life
at the moment: spirituality and a deeper relationship with Christ,”
said the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust, canon to the ordinary. “This is an
opportunity not only for Episcopalians to engage in dialogue with
one another but also to invite people we know who are interested
in spirituality to encounter the living Christ in the Episcopal
Church.”

Coming soon:
■ In the July/August issue: Excerpts from the
study guides and an interview with Eugene
Peterson about the book
■ Online: study guides, list of congregations
participating in “On the Same Page”

How to get the book
As a gift, Bishop Thompson sent copies of
Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places to all of
the parochial clergy of the diocese. The Faith
in Life Committee has offered to purchase
500 books for clergy and lay members of the
diocese (on a first come, first served basis).
You’re welcome to order as many as you need
but please be considerate of all of the congregations. We want everyone to participate.
They will be shipped free of charge to the
congregation. (Individual orders are charged
sales tax and shipping – so coordinate your
order at the church to save!)
Order online at www.episcopal-dso.org, “On
the Same Page” (under What’s New on the
homepage). If all of the 500 books are
requested, you can also order them through
the diocesan website. Thanks to the Cathedral
Bookstore, the price is discounted to $15
(cover price is $25).
Questions about ordering the books: Geri
McDaniel at 513.421.0311 or
800.582.1712.
Other questions: Cathedral Bookstore:
513.621.1817.

130TH CONVENTION
Agenda

Pre-convention meetings

Saturday, June 11
Procter Camp & Conference Center
8:30 – 9:30 a.m.
9:30 – 10 a.m.
10 – 11 a.m.
11 a.m. – Noon
Noon – 1 p.m.
1 – 3 p.m.
3 – 3:30 p.m.

Registration
Opening Worship
Call to Order
Opening Business
Bishop’s Address
Small Groups for
informal discussion
Lunch
Plenary Discussion and
Action on Resolutions
Closing Presentation
and Closing Prayer
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Lay and clergy delegates are encouraged to attend preconvention meetings. Some delegates already met May
26 at Christ Church, Xenia. Other meetings are:
Thursday, June 2, 2005
Sunday, June 5, 2005

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

St. Philip’s, Columbus
7 p.m.
Good Shepherd, Athens
1:30 p.m.
St. John’s, Cambridge
3 p.m.
Holy Spirit, Forest Park
7:30 p.m.

NEWS

130th Convention
reconvenes June 11

T

he 130th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio
reconvenes June 11 with the same theme that guided its work
last November: The Future is God’s. Originally slated as an
electing convention for the ninth bishop of Southern Ohio, a new agenda and proposed resolutions are on the table. There are three decisions
that this session of the Convention is called upon to make:
1. What will be the date of the election of the ninth bishop of
Southern Ohio?
2. Who will be the nominees for election as the ninth bishop of
Southern Ohio?
3. Given that Bishop Thompson is required to resign on December
11, 2005, what is the plan for the Ecclesiastical Authority of the diocese between that date and the consecration of the ninth bishop of
Southern Ohio?
In his address to the Convention, Bishop Thompson will explain in
detail the plan he is presenting to the diocese for the answers to these
three questions. Please see his column on page 2 for more details of
the plan. Resolutions to implement his recommendations are on pages
4-5. Ultimately, these are decisions of the Convention.

Information for discernment and discussion:

THE FUTURE
IS GOD’S

Other issues

■ The costs of the first nomination process were covered by a grant from the
William Cooper Procter fund (not all of the budgeted funds were expended).
Bishop Thompson will be asking the trustees to apply the unspent funds to the
new process and make a similar grant to complete the funding of the new process.

The Date of the Election of the Ninth Bishop of Southern Ohio:

■ The election of a bishop requires the consent of a majority of the standing
committees and a majority of the bishops with jurisdiction, that is, diocesan bishops, in the Episcopal Church. The House of Bishops’ Covenant Statement makes
it clear that the consents of the bishops would not be received before General
Convention.
■ To be considered for consent at the General Convention, an election of a
bishop must take place no more than 90 days before the beginning of the General
Convention. That means that the earliest date for the election is March 13, 2006.
■ No episcopal elections can be held within 30 days of the convening of the
General Convention, which means an election could not be held between May 13
and June 21.
■ Easter is April 16, 2006, which makes the week of April 9-16, 2006, a bad
time for either an election or nominee forums.
■ The Diocese of Southern Ohio is hosting the 2006 General Convention,
which means that the majority of the leadership of the diocese and many people
in the diocese will be involved in final preparations in April and May of 2006.
■ The General Convention adjourns on June 21, 2006. July and August are traditionally difficult times to gather large numbers of people.
■ The Diocesan Convention in 2006 is scheduled for November 10-11.

How convention works

■ The enclosed resolutions will be placed on the floor in response to the bishop’s address. They may be amended by a majority vote of the convention.
■ Since it is now less than 60 days before the Convention, new resolutions may be
placed on the floor with the approval of two-thirds of the Convention. Rules of order
are enclosed that outline how resolutions and discussions during Convention may
occur. Usually, new resolutions require 400 copies, but for this convention we will be
prepared to have new resolutions and amendments projected on the screens, so copies
will not be necessary although the text on a computer disk would be helpful.

Resolution #1
Be it resolved, that all references in the Resolution of the 129th Annual
Convention entitled “Concerning the Election of Bishop IX” and all references in
Supplementary Rule of Order XIX to Delegates to the 130th Annual Convention
be changed to Delegates to the 132nd Annual Convention and all references to
“June 11, 2005,” be changed to the date of the election which has been reset as
established below.
Be it further resolved, that the election of the Bishop IX be set for Saturday,
November 11, 2006.
Be it further resolved, a transition committee be appointed consisting of the
members of the Standing Committee of the Diocese as constituted following the
131st Annual Convention.

Ecclesiastical Authority in the transition

■ Bishop Thompson is required by canon law to resign on his 72nd birthday,
December 11, 2005.
■ If no action is taken by the Convention of the Diocese, the Standing
Committee assumes the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese. The Standing
Committee may then choose to delegate any or all episcopal functions to the
Bishop Suffragan.
■ The Convention can request that the presiding bishop appoint a resigned
bishop or the bishop of another diocese as the Ecclesiastical Authority. Bishop
Thompson would be eligible for appointment.
■ The constitutions of several other dioceses allow for a sitting bishop suffragan to be the Ecclesiastical Authority in an interim. Ours does not, but it could be
amended to allow that by the action of the June and November Conventions.
Alternatively our canons could be amended to allow for a sitting bishop suffragan
to be Ecclesiastical Authority.

Explanation: This resolution sets the date for the election of the Ninth Bishop
of Southern Ohio on November 11, 2006. This is the Saturday of the regularly
scheduled Diocesan Convention. The reasons that Bishop Thompson is recommending this date are: 1. To allow the diocese to focus on the election and not be
distracted by preparations to host General Convention. 2. To make sure our election isn’t unduly influenced by the controversy around General Convention. 3. To
allow the directions of the Anglican Communion and the Episcopal Church after
General Convention’s decisions to be more clear when the election takes place.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CONVENTION
Resolution #2
Be it resolved that in order to prepare for the election on
November 11, 2006 of the Ninth Bishop of Southern Ohio a
Profile Committee be established and constituted as follows:
One member selected by each of the following groups:
The Diocesan Trustees
The Standing Committee
The Diocesan Council
The Budget Committee of the Diocese
The Commission on Congregational Life
The Commission on Ministry
And the following people appointed by the Bishop:
One member of the Diocesan Staff
One of the deans of the Diocese
One of the provosts of the Diocese
A representative of the youth of the diocese
And a chair person nominated by the Bishop and appointed by the Standing Committee
And the Bishop Suffragan as an ex-officio member
Be it further resolved that the Profile Committee will be
created by July 1 and that the committee be charged with creating a revised profile for the Diocese, and presenting it to the
Diocesan Council and Standing Committee by October 15.
And that a final revised profile be published and presented to
the Diocese and the wider Church beginning on November
12, 2005.
Be it further resolved that a Discernment Committee be
established and constituted as follows:
Members appointed by the Standing Committee, from selfnominations and consisting of:
2 priests with pastoral cures
2 currently serving senior wardens
3 people currently serving on Diocesan Committees or
Commissions
One of the Deans of the Diocese
One of the Provosts of the Diocese
One representative of the Youth of the Diocese
And a chair nominated by the Bishop and appointed by the
Standing Committee
Be it further resolved that this committee will be appointed by July 1 and will be charged with presenting 4 to 6 nominees to the Diocese. And that this committee shall present to
the Standing Committee a slate of 4 to 6 candidates on
September 5, 2006 and announce that slate of candidates to

the Diocese on September 6, 2006. And that this committee
will create and publicize a process for nomination by petition.
Explanation: An election in November of 2006 means that
the diocese will be very different and that the current candidates and their congregations will need to live in uncertainty for 18 months. It therefore seems necessary to re-start the
search for candidates.

Resolution #3
(underlined text is new)
(First Reading) Be it resolved by the 130th Annual
Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio that Article
II, Section 4 of the Constitution of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio be amended to read as follows:
Section 4. There may be a Suffragan Bishop in accordance
with the Canons of the General Convention, whom the
Bishop, or Bishop Coadjutor, in case of their absence or
indisposition, may designate as the Ecclesiastical Authority
of the Diocese. Upon the death or during the disability or
absence of a Bishop (and in the event that there is no Bishop
Coadjutor) and upon vote of the Convention, a Suffragan
Bishop of the Diocese may be placed in charge of the
Diocese and become temporarily the Ecclesiastical Authority
thereof until such time as a new Bishop shall be chosen and
consecrated. “Absence” of a Bishop shall include any period
of time following the effective date of resignation of a Bishop
(in the event that there is no Bishop Coadjutor) and before the
election and consecration of a new Bishop.
Explanation: The existing Article II, section 4, exercises a
right given to dioceses under the National Constitution,
Article II, section 5, to provide for a bishop suffragan to exercise ecclesiastical authority in the event of the death, disability or absence of a bishop. The proposed amendment makes
this subject to convention’s approval. This would permit convention to allow Bishop Price to serve as the interim ecclesiastical authority of the diocese pending the election and consecration of the ninth bishop of Southern Ohio. To become
effective, the constitutional change would need to be
approved in two readings – i.e., on June 11 and again in
November.

Fast facts
■ Convention is at Procter
Camp & Conference Center.
■ Registration begins at 8:30
a.m. Convention begins at 9:30
a.m.
■ Dress comfortably and for
the weather.
■ Business sessions will be
held in a large tent.
■ Seating will be arranged in
auditorium-style. Seating will be
first-come, first-served basis.
There will be no seating for visitors or spouses in the tent.
■ Parking is limited so please
carpool, if possible.
■ There will be limited space
for people to stay at Procter
Friday night. Arrangements
should be made directly with
Procter staff. Call
740.874.3355 or
877.582.1712.
■ The catered lunch is $10 per
person. (You can order on your
registration form).
■ Registration information also
is available online at www.episcopal-dso.org, under
Convention, 130th Convention
on the left menu or by looking
under What’s New on the
homepage.
■ Deacons do not have voting
privileges at this convention.
■ Questions: Registrar Kay
Sturm, 1.800.461.8424 or
kay_sturm@episcopal-dso.org

Standing committee reports
The Standing Committee met on
April 22 at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. The Standing
Committee:
■ Gave our consent to the election
on Jan. 29, 2005, of the Rev. Edward
Ambrose Gumbs as bishop of the
Diocese of the Virgin Islands, and with
Bishop Thompson, gave our consent
for the vestry of St. Paul’s, Chillicothe,
to sell their rectory.
■ Received from Bishop Thompson
a Notice of Suspension from the
Ministry of David R. Ruppe, and a
Notice of the Imposition of a Sentence
of Deposition from the order of a priest
in this church of Richard B. Terry.
■ Received from the Rev. R.
Cameron Miller a formal request that
his name be withdrawn from nomination by petition in the election of the
ninth bishop of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio.

■ Received from Kevin Smith a letter expressing his “small protest
against the action taken by the House
of Bishops” at their Camp Allen meeting in March.
■ Signed our endorsements certifying to Bishop Thompson that
Phyllis Armstrong has met all canonical requirements for ordination
(Canon III.6) to the diaconate; that
Kiah Shannon Webster, Claire
Morfit Hunkins, E. Jane Gerdsen,
Judith A. Doran, John Adam Mennell
and Stephen Robert Bilsbury have
met all canonical requirements for
ordination (Canon III.8) to the diaconate; and that Charles Edward
Wilson Jr., Ruth B. Paulus, Carolyn
Keck, Betty Ellen Gibson Coleman
and Alice Elizabeth Conner have met
all canonical requirements for ordination to the priesthood.
■ Discussed options for the date of
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the Election of the 9th Bishop and
agreed to share our conclusions with
the nominees before making a decision
as to the date to propose to the June 11,
2005 session of the 130th Annual
Convention. Discussed with Bishop
Thompson and the Chancellor of the
Diocese, Joseph Julnes Dehner, Esq.,
the options for ecclesiastical authority
provided by the Constitution and
Canons of the Episcopal Church and of
our diocese following Bishop
Thompson’s 72nd birthday on Dec. 11,
2005. Agreed to reflect on our discussions and discuss again at the May 12
meeting.
■ Following the meeting had interviews with Daniel Dice, Jeanne WardEstes, Betsy Buchal-Condon and John
Mennell.
At the May 12 meeting held at
Procter Camp & Conference Center,
the Standing Committee:

■ Received and discussed
Bishop Thompson’s proposal for
changing the episcopal transition
process and for setting the date for
the election of the ninth bishop to a
time after the end of the 75th
General Convention.
■ Confirmed that the Committee’s
proposed resolution for the June 11,
2005 session of the 130th Annual
Convention would recommend amending actions of the 129th and 130th
Annual Conventions to set a new date
sometime in 2006.
Jon B. Boss, President
The Rev. S. Rebecca “Becky”
Michelfelder, Vice President
The Rev. Richard A. Burnett
Mrs. Patricia "Pat" Ellertson
Mrs. Lisa R. Hughes
The Rev. Charlotte C. Reed,
Secretary

NEWS

Kenyon Conference offers variety, reflection
BY HAYWARD LEARN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
This summer, people from around the world will
gather for the 2005 Kenyon Summer Conference and
explore the theme: God’s story is worldwide.
Located on the beautiful campus of Kenyon
College in Gambier, Ohio, the Kenyon Summer
Conference offers something for everyone, whether
married or single, newborn or octogenarian. Worship,
storytelling, music, keynote speakers, workshops of
all kinds, theological reflections, outdoor games,
leisurely chats, country expeditions, blissful hours in
the bookstore, ice cream and great people are all a
part of the Kenyon experience.
This year the Kenyon Summer Conference is
pleased to have the Rt. Rev. Ken Clarke, bishop of
Kilmore Elphin and Ardagh, Ireland, as its keynote
speaker. Bishop Clarke grew up in Northern Ireland

where the formative influences on his life were his
local parish church and
Scripture Union. He has
served parishes in Northern
Ireland; in Chile with the
South American Missionary
Society; and in Crinken,
Dublin. Before moving in
2001 to his present diocese,
he was rector for 15 years of
The Rt. Rev. Ken Clarke Coleraine Parish in Northern
Ireland. With a particular
interest in church growth and leadership issues, he
has spoken at conferences and churches in many different parts of the world. Bishop Clarke’s keynote
address each morning will focus on the idea, “The
pebble that became a rock: the life and ministry of
Peter.” Bishop Clarke and his wife, Helen, will both

ERH plans $30 million expansion

BY JILL HAFNER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Episcopal Retirement Homes, Inc., (ERH) broke
ground in May on a $30 million project to expand its
independent living retirement community, Deupree
House, during a May ceremony.
Sixty new apartments and a wide array of amenities
are being added to the existing 82-apartment community, allowing ERH to serve more seniors throughout the
Cincinnati area. ERH has been carefully considering
and planning the expansion for more than five years.
The Deupree House expansion plan calls for building a state-of-the-art wellness center that features a
heated indoor pool, exercise facilities, multi-purpose
room, chapel and classrooms for spiritual and intellectual wellness. Other plan highlights include adding
new, larger apartments; renovating existing apartments; adding more parking spaces; and enhancing the
dining room to provide a more spacious and desirable
area.
The plan was developed in response to the growing
number of seniors seeking larger apartments and holistic wellness programs to enhance the quality of life and
extend independence. A major focus of the expansion
effort is to add services and amenities that today’s

retirees have come to expect from continuing care
retirement communities.
The continuing care option allows older, active
adults to live in an enriching environment that offers
time to pursue their passions. If needs should change,
such as a decline in health, residents are provided with
a full spectrum of care, including assisted living, nursing care and memory support. Deupree House is part
of The Deupree Community, located on nearby
Rosslyn Drive, which offers these continued care services.
This “alternative removes the worries and burdens of
home ownership for residents, while adding a sense of
security and peace of mind,” said R. Douglas Spitler,
ERH president and CEO. "Our plans will complement
the existing community and make it more appealing
for the next generation of seniors."
Forty-nine of the new apartments have already been
reserved, with just 11 remaining. The project is scheduled to be completed in early 2007.
Deupree House, a part of The Deupree Community, is a
program of ERH, a Cincinnati-based, not-for-profit organization. ERH also owns and manages Marjorie P. Lee
Retirement Community in Hyde Park and Canterbury
Court in West Carrollton, Ohio. For more information
about ERH, visit www.EpiscopalRetirement.com.
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be leading workshops.
Sponsored by the bishops of the Diocese of Ohio
and the Diocese of Southern Ohio the conference is
open to people of all faiths. Participants are housed
in modern, air-conditioned dorms and eat cafeteria
style in one of the campus dining rooms. Workshops
and classes are held around the Kenyon campus in
both modern and historical buildings. For persons
who are physically challenged, the conference provides golf cart transportation to and from classes and
activities.
Online registration and additional information on
facilities, amenities and fees is available through the
conference web site at http://www.kenyonconference.org. For information by mail, write to: Registrar,
Kenyon Summer Conference, Attention: The Rev.
Carol Callahan, 1846 Blue Sky Park Rd.,
Williamsburg, Ohio 45176. Full and partial scholarships are also available.

ECW grants
scholarships
The Episcopal Church Women
Diocesan Board awarded educational
scholarships to women of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio during its spring meeting
at St. Andrew's, Dayton. These grants are
given annually to qualified women of
Southern Ohio congregations to assist
with the expenses of graduate study in
seminary, church-related occupations and
helping professions. A candidate may
qualify for a maximum of $3,000 per year
for up to three years of graduate study.
For the 2005-6 academic year, five
Book of Remembrance scholarships
totaling more than $14,000 were awarded.
All of the recipients are seeking a Masters
of Divinity degree. They are Ciritta Park,
St. Patrick's, Dublin; Judith Doran, St.
Mark's, Dayton; Ernestein Flemister, St.
Phillip's, Columbus; Vanessa Clark, St.
John's, Worthington; and Kiah Webster,
St. George's, Dayton.
Funds are still available for short-term,
non-degree programs such as workshops
or seminars, with a maximum of $500 per
course. Application for short-term grants
may be submitted at any time.
Applications for graduate level scholarships for the 2006-7 academic year will
be accepted through Feb. 15, 2006.
Book of Remembrance scholarships
are supported by contributions to the
Book of Remembrance Trust, which was
established to honor the memory of episcopal women of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio. Names of the women to be memorialized are inscribed in the Book of
Remembrance and read at a Eucharist
during the Annual ECW Conference.
For information on scholarships or
grants or to request forms for submitting
names for the Book of Remembrance,
please contact Judy Keim, 7680-104
Scioto Ct., West Chester, OH 45069
(email: JWKinCinci@aol.com; phone:
513.759.0727.
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Priest reflects on ministry, retirement
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

Not many priests boast a work history as varied as the Rev. Joanne
Stearns. Before she entered seminary in the 1980s at Church Divinity
School of the Pacific, Stearns had spent 12 years on the street as a police
officer in Michigan, sometimes working undercover as a prostitute or
trying to infiltrate illegal gambling and liquor sales circles. She was with
former Alabama Gov. George Wallace the day before he was shot and Rev. Joanne Sterns
worked security for visits by President Gerald Ford.
Before that, Stearns owned and operated a private kindergarten and daycare center in San Antonio.
Stearns figures the three jobs have something in common: “They are all about working
with and helping people to develop better lives,” said Stearns. Then with a laugh, she added,
“Just with a slightly different approach.”
Stearns, 66, retired in January after 20 years as a priest, the last dozen serving as rector of St.
Christopher’s, Fairborn. Interchange caught up with her during the busy post-retirement days.
We asked Stearns to reflect on retirement, her ministry and on life at St. Christopher’s after the
2003 General Convention when a third of the congregation left and started a splinter church.
When did you feel the call to ministry?
I felt called from a very young age. When I was in
high school, my goal was to become a medical missionary. When I got into college, chemistry and I didn’t
really click. While I was in college, a Methodist college
by the way, I was confirmed in the Episcopal Church.
What drew you to the Episcopal Church?
The Methodist Church didn’t seem to have enough
substance for me. Many of my friends were
Episcopalians, and they invited me to join them in the
Canterbury Club. I did, and I fell in love with it. I was
confirmed in 1957 – still 20 years before women
were ordained.
When the first women were ordained in the
1970s, what did you think?
I thought it would open doors for all women in the
church. I know the first ordinations were irregular
and not approved, but I say, ‘God bless them and
thank you.’ It opened the doors for me and for others.
Now the priesthood became an option.
I left my position with the police department in
1981 for seminary. My co-workers all thought I was
crazy. With the police department, I had a guaranteed
job and a retirement plan. But in going to seminary,
there were no guarantees. But I knew that’s what I
had to do. My daughter was about to start her junior
year of high school. We packed up four generations

and moved to California -- my mother and grandmother, me and my daughter.
What have been your greatest joys of ministry?
There are so many more joys than anything else.
Everything along the way in my ministry affirmed that
my decision to accept God’s call was the right thing to
do. Everything went along exactly as it was supposed
to. The timing was right. And let me tell you that those
years in the police department served me well. I got a
lot of good sermon illustrations from those years.
You served St. Christopher’s, Fairborn, for
almost 12 years. After General Convention, several members of the congregation left. Tell us about
your experiences there.
In the summer of 2003, St. Christopher was in the
best position it had been in the life of that church. We
were getting ready to add on to the church because
we were out of space.
Official membership was close to 300, and average
Sunday attendance was slightly over 100. After those
opposed to the actions of General Convention left,
attendance dropped to 60-70. According to the
parochial report, we lost 44 members and $45,000 in
pledges. I keep saying though that it may not be as we
planned, but the Lord planned it.
St. Christopher’s has been and will continue to be
a wonderful parish. There are very, very committed,
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Christian people who are willing to do anything necessary. That became abundantly clear when we did
have the rollercoaster. People came up and asked
what they could do to help. And they did.
Some of these people were what I would call pewsitters. But when they were needed, they stepped up
and become very involved. I think there’s a lot of
potential for St. Christopher’s.
What advice do you offer people who are considering a call to ministry?
Listen very carefully to what God is saying to you.
People will sometimes think I’m crazy when I say
this but I truly believe God talks to each one of us.
But often we don’t take the time to listen. My first
thought when I got the call to ministry was, ‘Lord,
you have a wrong number, hang up.’ But by the end
of the night, I knew that I was called to the ministry.
After you perceive a call, you need to go off on retreat
and meditate on what the call means. You should try
to discern what it is that God is really calling you to
do.
What’s your sense of the state of the church?
I prefer not to say the sky is falling. I think the church
has been through some very difficult times. I think
everyone has been hurt to some degree, but I think what
has happened has happened for a reason that we may
not even know yet. But God knows. I think the church
is strong enough, and by the grace of God, the church
will survive without any question. It may take a different shape, a new life, a new sense of vibrancy. We have
to let the Holy Spirit set us on fire again.
What are your retirement plans?
I’m still trying to figure out what retirement is all
about. There are some difficult adjustments like trying to find another parish to worship in. When I sit on
the other side of the altar, I think, good heavens, I
don’t know what it’s like to be on this side. I feel like
a fish out of water.
But it will be nice to be able to take a vacation
without worrying about how long I’m gone. To be
able go to concerts and plays on Saturday night,
which I never did because I needed that time to prepare for Sunday.
I’ve been doing some babysitting for my grandchildren (ages 4,5 and 9. They live in Miami
Township with Stearns’ daughter, Dianthe Fleming).
I’m catching up with friends and spending some time
in my yard. I enjoy being outside and playing in the
dirt. I decided it was time to enjoy things that I
haven’t had time to do before.
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The Board of Trustees of St. Paul's, Columbus,
announces that hymnals, prayerbooks, Bibles, cassocks,
surplices, vestments, linens and Christian education
materials are offered free to churches that can utilize
them. In consideration of others, please only take what
you can use. For information or to set up a time to view
the items, contact board member Jim Bliek at
614.221.5351. The trustees hope to have an auction of
other items (office and undercroft furniture) in midJune. St. Paul's is located at 787 E. Broad St., Columbus.

what care older adults would like from their doctors and
provides the older adults with healthy aging information.
For the senior partner, the time involved is approximately two hours each time the student and partner
are together, which is 3-4 times a year.
There is no physical exam or cost to the adults. The
only requirement is being a senior adult.
The program begins at 7:30 p.m. at St. Mark's,
2151 Dorset Road, Upper Arlington.
For more information, please contact, Martha
Wheeler at 614.486.3313 or Michelle Myers at OSU
Geriatrics Dept. at 614.293.7914

St. Mark's promotes health program

All Saints hosts film series

The Parish Health Ministry of St. Mark's, Upper
Arlington, is hosting an evening program on June 7
for the Episcopal churches in the area to tell them
about The Senior Partners Program.
This program matches OSU medical students with
older adults. The program gives the medical students a
better understanding of what it means to get older, learn

All Saints, Pleasant Ridge, presents “Jesus and
Nonviolence: a Film and Discussion Series.” On Sunday
evenings in June, the program will explore how the nonviolent teachings and life of a first-century Jew influenced the nonviolent actions of the 20th century and how
people today can follow the path of nonviolent action.
The program begins at 7 p.m. each Sunday in June.
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More information: www.allsaintscincinnati.org

Golf tourney to benefit AIDS orphans
Marafiki Global AIDS Ministry is hosting its third
annual golf tournament in Columbus on June 18. The
tournament benefits children worldwide who have
been orphaned by AIDS/HIV.
The tournament will be held at Blacklick Metro
Park Golf Course. The Rev. John Nganga, a former
priest of the diocese, is involved in the program. For
more information, e-mail rafikiaids@wananchi.com

Healing ministry workshop offered
The Episcopal Healing Ministry Foundation, Christ
Church Cathedral and St. Thomas, Terrace Park, are offering
a workshop devoted to Healing and Reconciliation on June 18
at St. Thomas, 100 Miami Ave. The Rev. Canon Beaumont
Stevenson, a leader in healing ministry, will lead the workshop. The event is June 18 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Cost
is $25. To register or for more information, contact Jean
Kinmonth at 513.831.8382 or Carol Cole, 513.831.5161.
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Jubilee retreats celebrate
successes, build partnerships
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Five years ago, the Rev. Debbie
Gamble, the new vicar of St. Philip’s,
Northside, looked out from the pulpit
at her congregation. In front of her sat
15 people with an average age well
over 60. After more than two decades
as a teacher, guidance counselor and
court-appointed child advocate, she
was preparing to become their fulltime pastor. “I think,” she said, “we’d
better start praying about the Christmas
pageant.”
There was a rustle of consternation
in the pews. But the congregation loyally prayed. Four months later, the
parish hall was reverberating to the
racket of 29 youth rehearsing the
Christmas pageant, with 18-year-olds
vying for the honor of playing Mary
and Joseph.
Speaking this April to a rapt audience at the Cincinnati Jubilee Retreat,
Gamble described the impact that can
come from so simple a beginning. One
of those enthusiastic young actors later
had broken her heart by leaving school
and getting into all kinds of trouble
with the law. But one night this winter,
when Gamble had reached her limit in
dealing with the endless demands of a
derelict man, she turned away. She
looked back a few moments later, just
in time to see her biggest challenge taking off his socks and giving them to the
man to bandage his ulcerated feet.
“What else could I do?” the boy told
her.
Welcome to urban ministry in the
21st century. Astonishing examples of
urban ministry were shared among
Christians who took part in the Jubilee
Ministry retreats sponsored this year
by Episcopal Community Services
Foundation. The challenge underlying
the whole adventure: what if we take
everything we know - all the hats we
wear - and throw them into the ring for
God? Could we make a dent on homelessness, addiction or school failure,
even as we struggle to meet payroll and
pay the utility bills in church buildings
erected a hundred years ago?
On faith that the answer to those
questions is yes, an incredibly diverse
group - doctors, bankers, brand managers, a judge and even a state representative - took part in the foundation’s
Jubilee Ministry retreats in Dayton,
Columbus and Cincinnati. A social
worker drew gasps when she described
how incentives as simple as a car seat
drew young mothers and fathers into a
support group. A realtor quietly told
how she was able to buy and set up a
group home for mentally ill men. And
everyone sorted themselves into interest groups and started figuring out how

The Jubilee Ministry retreats focused on these themes:
■ Drawing on Scripture and liturgy to shape and encourage
our response to suffering around us. God’s love is the reason
we do this. It’s not social work dressed up in a church hat.
■ Working in small groups on shared concerns. Getting
everyone into a circle draws forth the skills and knowledge of
everyone and reinforces the faith that each person has Godgiven capacity to contribute to a solution.
■ Sharing successes - we call these Mustard Seed Stories.
These stories illustrate the great diversity of ways God works
through ordinary people to transform the world. Many people
praised the use of stories as a motivator.
■ Seeing the city’s diversity as a treasure trove. We drew on
the wisdom of Methodists, Baptists, Quakers, and Disciples
of Christ, in addition to Episcopalians.

they could use their God-given talents
to have more impact.
By the end of the series, more than
200 people had participated, including
76 Episcopalians from 29 different
congregations. In each city, the gathering included people from several
faiths. Several non-profits and government agencies sent representatives.
The goal was to start pooling what
we know - about the realities of our
cities, about the Scriptural mandate to
respond, about our specific skills - to
discover how we can contribute to real
improvements in the quality of life for
our most vulnerable neighbors.
Episcopal Community Services
Foundation trustees Paul Rank and
Marshall Wiseman started brainstorming in January, 2004, about the idea of
holding a retreat in each of the diocese’s three major cities. As representatives of a foundation that receives grant
proposals from almost 40 congregations each year, ECSF was concerned
that many people were tackling the
same problems without necessarily
being aware of each other’s efforts.
Discouragement and burn-out is a
perennial danger to these front-line
ministers. Within weeks, ECSF learned
that the national Jubilee Ministries
office offered grants for projects
designed to foster better understanding
of social problems, sharing of best
practices and advocacy. Only Jubilee
Ministry Centers were eligible to apply.
These are ministries recognized by the
national Episcopal Church for excellence in direct service, empowerment,
advocacy and technical assistance to
others.
ECSF is one of six Jubilee Ministry
Centers in this diocese, and it convened
the other five to help design the series
of retreats, winning a $2,000 Jubilee
grant which was divided among the
five partners. Several current and for-
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Marge Bowden of All Saints, Pleasant Ridge, discusses the
state budget with State Rep. Tyrone Yates of St. Andrew's,
Evanston, at the Cincinnati Jubilee. Photo by Julieta Simms

mer ECSF trustees donated their time
and talents to serve as planners and
facilitators.
Christ Church, Dayton, launched the
series after its rector, the Rev. John
Paddock, had the inspired idea of connecting us to United Theological
Seminary, which was planning an
urban ministry conference in
November. ECSF and Christ Church
co-sponsored the conference, which
was keynoted by a nationally known
innovator in urban ministry, the Rev.
Douglass Bailey, an Episcopal priest
from Wake Forest University. Paul
Rank and Ariel Miller attended as
learners with a delegation representing
several Episcopal congregations. A
grant from the Diocese’s Faith-in-Life
Committee provided scholarships to
help cover part of the tuition for
Episcopalians attending the three-day
conference. This experience stimulated
fruitful networking around issues such
as Hispanic ministry and work with exoffenders.
The second retreat, held March 1112 in Columbus, was completely
designed by four Jubilee Centers:
ECSF, Neighborhood House (a settlement house on the Near East Side), St.
John’s, Columbus, and the Hunger
Network in Ohio, an ecumenical advocacy program with strong Episcopal
participation. One of the most valuable
experiences for Episcopalians was to
see the incredible impact a grassroots
program like Neighborhood House can
have on the health, economic vitality
and civic leadership of a low-income
neighborhood. Three parishes - St.
Alban’s, Trinity and St. Philip’s –
already had joint projects with
Neighborhood House, but several additional churches discovered opportunities for collaboration. Five working
groups have emerged from the retreat.
Their projects range from studying and

testifying on the impact of proposed
changes in welfare reform legislation
to collaborating with Neighborhood
House’s business incubator.
The final retreat was hosted at the
end of April in Cincinnati by the sixth
Jubilee Center, the Open Door
Ministry of the Church of the Advent.
Fourteen Episcopal congregations took
part, along with people from several
other faith traditions. Five new working
groups are already busy on housing
security, mental health, teaching conflict resolution to children, hunger, and
how to collaborate across the stereotypical divides of religion, class, race
and the urban-suburban frontier.
“The retreat was very valuable to me
as an opportunity to learn about urban
ministries of other parishes, and gain
insight into urban problems and possible ways we can minister to the community,” said David Meyer of Calvary,
Clifton. “It was supportive and hopeinspiring also, in helping us realize we
have broad efforts in the Episcopal
Church as well as other churches in our
urban ministries.”
Participants in the Columbus and
Cincinnati retreats developed shortterm projects to strengthen their relationship and lay the basis for further
collaboration. This was a strategy suggested by ECSF president Leanne
Puglielli to make sure collaboration
would take root. “This is how a diocese should work - bringing people
together with similar energy to see
how we can serve together” said the
Rev. Roger Greene, rector of St.
Timothy’s. “I really appreciated the
goal: what can we do over the next
eight weeks and then regroup?”
To find out what the working groups are
doing or to schedule a Jubilee retreat for
your deanery, call Ariel Miller at
513.221.0547 or email at ECSF@eos.net.
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Trinity gains infinitely more than we provide. Open Shelter in our midst is a unique way to be collaborative and
creative, to experience the ongoing pulse of people who have very little in life. It’s a reminder of a God who
chose to come into this world in poverty. -- The Rev. Dick Burnett, Rector, Trinity, Columbus

Open Shelter opens doors to everyone
looked at the can-do list. They determined that there
were many things that Trinity could not do. It could
not provide meals or beds or showers. But they could
offer to Open Shelter the use of their unoccupied
third floor, at a rent below market value. Three
months after Burnett’s sermon, the Open Shelter
began providing services from Trinity. Since the partnership began, an average of 121 clients per day –
more than 2,500 people in total – have come into
Trinity’s doors, seeking help from the Open Shelter.

FROM PAGE 1
excluded from the assistance of other agencies.
A trailblazer in developing new and interesting
programs, Open Shelter began an on-site healthcare
program, started a licensed pharmacy and provided
banking services for the homeless. The shelter also
had what would prove to be a controversial policy:
There are no admission requirements. Other shelters
turn away people who are drunk or have skipped their
medications. Open Shelter opened its doors to everyone.
“The premise is pretty simple and actually theological,” said Beittel, who serves as executive director of Open Shelter along with his wife, Mary. “All
people are equally in need of and equally worthy of
grace. The way that manifests itself among marginalized people is through the offering of radical hospitality. The whole issue becomes: How can we help a
person feel (like they are) not just some statistical,
data-based thing, but a real human being?”

A whole new world

Shelter finds a supporter
That premise attracted the Rev. Dick Burnett, rector of Trinity, Columbus. Soon after accepting the
call to Trinity in 1997, Burnett attended a community-wide social justice meeting. The speaker was Kent
Beittel.
“I was moved by the seriousness of the work of the
Open Shelter, and I took seriously their mission,” said
Burnett. But even in 1997, there seemed to be doubts
about Open Shelter’s ability to remain in their location.
Over the years, Burnett said Open Shelter received
significant grassroots support. But at the same time,
Open Shelter had a variety of public, political disagreements with the Community Shelter Board, a
Columbus-based networking and advocacy group for
homeless shelter operators.
The core issue: Open Shelter’s no admissionrequirements policy. While Open Shelter accepts
even those people off their medications or who are
inebriated, the Community Shelter Board disagrees
with the policy.
“I’m not for public inebriation, but I am for getting
people who are inebriated inside [a shelter], rather
than leaving them outside,” said Burnett. “It strikes
me that the Christian response is to care for people
regardless of their state of sobriety. I don’t encourage
inebriation, but if someone is drunk or high, I’m
going to try to deal with them, rather than say, ‘Go
away until you’re not drunk or high.’”

Out on the street
Despite the differences in philosophy between
Open Shelter and other community shelters, “we
were perceived as cutting-edge and responsive for
about 15 years,” said Beittel. “Then, the most interesting thing happened, which has to do with geography.”
Open Shelter was housed in a downtown building
near the river – and in a flood plane. That was one of
the reasons Open Shelter was allowed to use the
building, Beittel said. Its status as a flood plane kept
businesses from opening in the area, and consequently, the community was one of the most impoverished
in the city of Columbus.
Then, the city built a floodwall. As the economic
development possibilities for green space and moderate
to upscale housing increased, so did the pressure on the
poor and the homeless to leave, Beittel said. In June
2004, the city of Columbus, which owned the building

Tasha and Raquan Carroll find a toy in the “Toy Store.”

Marquerite Thomas (right) and another woman look for
items in the clothing distribution area.
the Open Shelter occupied, did not renew the lease.
An Open Shelter board member called Burnett,
asking for assistance. Burnett went to downtown clergy with a “can-do” list of ways that congregations
could help, from preparing 200 meals a night to providing beds or offering space for the medical clinic or
the financial services. The response: silence.

Open Shelter in exile
So on Pentecost, 2004, Burnett preached a sermon
entitled, “The Exile of the Open Shelter.”
“The Holy Spirit is alive and at work at Trinity
Church, calling us to care for people in our downtown community,” Burnett preached. “There is no
doubt that we are called to do community ministry.”
He laid out the problems of the Open Shelter,
knowing full well that many in the community – and
even some in his parish – opposed the Open Shelter’s
no-admission-requirements policy.
Burnett told the congregation that he supported the
Open Shelter.
“And I said, ‘I believe that God is calling Trinity to
do the same. But I don’t know how God is calling us to
do that, and I’d like to invite us to be in conversation.’”
The Community Ministry Committee at Trinity
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Because Open Shelter’s space decreased from
20,000 square feet to 2,000, they can no longer offer
beds or showers. But other services are thriving, and
they’ve even added new programs. With help from
some other churches, Open Shelter has continued its
meals program, offering more than 15,000 eat-in
lunches and another 10,000 to-go meals. They offer
landlord advocacy, haircuts, veterans’ assistance, limited healthcare, tax preparation, financial planning
and banking services and community re-integration
services for those who obtain housing. They’re helping people like Bernard, who has been involved with
Open Shelter for about a year. He’s working on
employment issues, but in the meantime, Bernard has
begun to volunteer at the shelter too.
Some Open Shelter clients have begun attending
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings that were already
being held at Trinity. And in response to the families
who come to Trinity for assistance and are referred to
the Open Shelter, the traditionally men’s shelter has
opened a toy store.
“Many times, when families come here for help,
the parents are naturally very concerned and very
focused on the immediate dilemmas,” said Beittel.
“As a result of some very generous donations, we
were able to create a wall that is lined with all new
childrens’ toys. So while the parents are working on
their serious decisions, the child gets to come here
and work on their very serious decision: ‘Which of
these new toys do I want to take with me?’”

Exile and sanctuary
The staff of the Open Shelter and the people of
Trinity Church realize the arrangement is temporary.
“There are things that people living on the street need
that we can’t do here. We can’t provide showers. We
can’t do laundry. We can’t let people sleep. Trinity
understands that and is actually actively involved with
us in facing that. The key to this whole process was to
offer the Open Shelter, and therefore the people on the
street, sanctuary in the heart of downtown,” said Beittel.
Burnett likened the journey to his title of his sermon, ‘Open Shelter in Exile.’
Like the people of Ancient Israel, “they found
themselves homeless, in exile,” Burnett said. “What
we tried to do is provide a place where they could
continue to exist…Theologically, biblically, exile can
be a place of sanctuary. To be exiled is not to be settled. You can get sanctuary but still be on the move. It
strikes me that they’re on the move. So, [it is] sanctuary in the sense that they were friendless and they
found a friend in Trinity. I believe that’s true, and I’m
happy that is the case.”
Burnett added, “Trinity gains infinitely more than
we provide. Open Shelter in our midst is a unique
way to be collaborative and creative, to experience
the ongoing pulse of people who have very little in
life. It’s a reminder of a God who chose to come into
this world in poverty.”

ORDINATION

The lessons
Psalm 84
How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord
of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed it faints for the
courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh
sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the
swallow a nest for herself, where she may
lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of
hosts, my King and my God.
Happy are those who live in your house,
ever singing your praise. Selah
Happy are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
As they go through the valley of Baca
they make it a place of springs; the early
rain also covers it with pools.
They go from strength to strength; the
God of gods will be seen in Zion.
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give
ear, O God of Jacob! Selah
Behold our shield, O God; look on the
face of your anointed.
For a day in your courts is better than a
thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of my God than
live in the tents of wickedness.
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; he
bestows favor and honor. No good thing
does the Lord withhold from those who
walk uprightly.
O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who
trusts in you.

Luke 12:35-38
Be dressed for action and have your
lamps lit; be like those who are waiting
for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the
door for him as soon as he comes and
knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom
the master finds alert when he comes;
truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and
have them sit down to eat, and he will
come and serve them. 8If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn,
and finds them so, blessed are those
slaves.
- The New Revised Standard Version

Congratulations!
In June, the Diocese of Southern Ohio
welcomes several other new ordinands.
God willing, Phyllis Armstrong will be
ordained as a vocational deacon on June
4 at 11 a.m. at the chapel at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. On June 25,
God willing, Bishop Thompson will ordain
into the priesthood Charles Wilson, Ruth
Paulus, Carolyn Keck, Alice Connor and
Betty Coleman. The service is at 11 a.m.
at St. Margaret’s, Trotwood. All are invited
to attend both celebrations. Clergy-red
stoles for both services.

PHOTOS, FROM LEFT:
The Rt. Rev. Herbert Thompson Jr. lays hands on the newly ordained transitional
deacon, the Rev. Dcn. Judith Doran.
The newly ordained stand with their bishops. Pictured from left to right, they are:
the Rev. Dcn. Judith Doran, the Rev. Dcn. Kiah Webster, both of Dayton; the Rev.
Dcn. Steve Bilsbury of Dublin; Bishop Thompson; Bishop Price; the Rev. Dcn.
Jane Gerdsen of Cincinnati; the Rev. Dcn. Claire Hunkins of Newark; and the Rev.
Dcn. John Mennell of Cincinnati.
The Rev. Dcn. Kiah Webster offers the chalice.
Photos by Mike Simons
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‘A PLACE OF SPRINGS’
BY THE REV. CAROL W. HULL

At my own ordination to the diaconate more than
20 years ago, I had this incredible sense of déjà vu.
Why would this long-anticipated, once-in-a-lifetime
event seem so familiar? I remember putting on a
collar for the first time with my new suit. As I greeted the friends arriving in the sacristy to participate
in the service, I gave my mother a corsage of white
orchids. She was thrilled with the flowers, and for
the rest of the day, she introduced herself by telling
everyone, “I’m the mother of the bride!”
I bet Jesus liked weddings. We know he provided
more than enough wine for at least one celebration.
He spent a lot of time at dinner parties, and he often
used the image of a wedding feast to teach about
God’s kingdom and his own ministry.
An ordination is like a wedding. It follows a long
engagement and requires the promise of lifetime
commitment. I trust that all of you ordinands have
had extensive pre-nuptial counseling!
Jesus refers to a wedding in the parable of today’s
Gospel. He himself is like the master, perhaps even the
bridegroom of the alluded-to wedding feast, who
astounds his slaves by coming to wait on those who ordinarily would be waiting on him. Imagine their startled
pleasure when they realize that his service is for real.
Sometimes the most “real” moments of life, like
a wedding or an ordination, have an almost surreal,
dreamlike quality when they are happening. We
never know what details will attach themselves to
memory. Twenty years later, I still remember sitting
in the front pew of Christ Church, Corning, NY, and
hearing one particular verse from today’s Psalm 84.
The words imprinted themselves so deeply because
they summoned years of memory into one crystal
moment.
“Those who go through the desolate valley will
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find it a place of springs.” For me, that one phrase
described the entire route to ordination. The Hebrew
calls it the valley of baca, baca being a plant-like
cactus that somehow manages to survive drought.
Where have you run into baca on your way to this
morning’s joyful ritual? And where did you find
pools of water, the blessing of early rain?
Sitting in that front pew, I remembered the frustrating months when the Commission on Ministry
said “no,” while God seemed to be saying “yes.”
I thought about my family’s sacrifice and the constant juggling of academics, work and relationships.
Sometime we get mad at God for turning our lives
upside down; and then, some times – unpredictable,
awesome times – we experience the indescribable
sweetness of God’s presence. Baca and springs.
Desolation/consolation: every life, every ministry,
has both. Remember the oasis in the desert, the
place where you have already found water in the
wilderness. You will need to find it again.
In the week before my ordination, I had fled like
an anxious bride to a nunnery! I was so tired after
finally finishing seminary. It was exciting to plan
the ordination service and to meet with people from
the first congregation I would serve. But then I
needed to escape and have time to do nothing –
nothing except think about God demanding my life
forever and how I would keep the impossible vows
I was being asked to make. So I went on a retreat to
a small Benedictine monastery in upstate New York.
On a warm June afternoon, I laid my book aside
on my bed and took a nap. I woke up damp with perspiration. No breeze stirred at the open window. The
white, muslin curtain hung limp in the humid air.
After getting some rest, I finally felt like praying: a
prayer for God’s help in the ministry before me, a
Pentecost prayer for God’s Spirit to come. And then,
just as I opened my eyes, a gust of wind took the

limp curtain and filled it like a white sail, flapping
and billowing into the room. God’s breath, God’s
spirit. In retreat, I had found an oasis.
After 20 years, if we are observant enough, we
may begin to see some patterns in our lives and ministry. Just this February, I made a similar getaway to
a Benedictine monastery in Indianapolis, an escape
from several months of baca. The nun who was the
spiritual director sized up my degree of burn-out
and asked, “Did you bring a novel?” A novel?
“Well, yeah,” I said, a little puzzled by this
approach to a retreat agenda. She gave me a look of
great compassion. “I suggest you go read your novel
and rest for a while.” I was traveling through a
desert, and God sent early rain.
I am not talking about burn-out this morning in
order to be discouraging but to give flesh to the
prayer that God’s grace will uphold us in the service
laid upon us. There is no harder work than ministry
and no greater satisfaction than doing it. We come to
the altar like sparrows finding a nest. We give our
lives away eagerly, joyfully, confident of springs in
the desert. We promise to serve the one who himself
took the form of a slave for our sakes.
What does this servanthood look like in the daily
life of ministry? I believe it means being accessible
to people – not just returning phone calls – but being
present so that each person who sits in your office or
shakes your hand at the church door feels at that
moment the full focus of your attention and interest.
As we go about the business of committee meetings and outreach projects, servanthood means that
human dynamics are more important than the task
or the budget.
Servant leadership creates a climate of grace. It
empowers and encourages others rather than seeking
to manipulate or control. It cares more about the
ministry than who gets the credit. Sometimes the

caring for people will take the form of tough love,
setting boundaries and holding folks accountable.
We are not called to erase ourselves in this holy calling, but rather to be our best selves, clear about our
own identity as servants of Jesus Christ. If the task
sounds impossible, it is. But God will uphold us in
this service laid upon us.
Today’s Gospel praises servants who are dressed
for action, ready with lamps lit for the master who
comes home from the wedding. In the surprising
punch line, the master does a role reversal. He tells
the slaves to relax and recline at table. He will put
on his apron and serve them at the banquet. As servants of the risen Christ, we will find that Christ
comes and ministers to us.
I remember my first days as a hospital chaplain,
when I entered a stranger’s room feeling apprehensive and unsure of myself. I had little experience of
praying aloud with people, but I remembered the
advice of my pastoral care professor. When you’re
getting near the end of the visit, she said, you just
ask, “Would you like for me to say a prayer with you
before I go?” Wow! What a help that was! Ask if the
person wants a prayer. I knew how to pray. I just
didn’t know how to ask.
So I prayed with this young woman on about the
third day after her back surgery, and while I prayed,
I noticed that she seemed a little distracted. I wondered if I was doing something wrong. When we
finished the prayer, she held on to my hand, and then
I found out why she seemed nervous. Just like me,
she was going to ask for permission to pray – only
she wanted to pray for me! She prayed that God
would continue to bless my ministry and that lots of
other people would be healed and comforted by my
prayers as she herself had been helped.
I was stunned by this experience, and I knew
something profound had happened in that hospital
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room. Jesus himself had come to me through this
young woman to affirm a gift for pastoral prayer.
How amazing it is when the master himself serves
us and gives us the grace to realize what is happening.
I hope this grace happens many times for you in
your ministry. As we serve Christ in other people, he
serves us, too, through them.
I began with the image of a wedding. I want to
close with a real wedding story. Last Saturday
evening, I officiated at a beautiful, elegant ceremony.
The church looked like a movie set with festoons of
tulle and flowers. The bride waited at the door in a
white limo. As the bagpiper tuned up and the narthex
filled with the couple’s well-dressed friends, a man in
a brown T-shirt arrived to attend our Saturday night
worship in the Parish Hall. Seeing the candlelit center aisle and the ushers handing out white roses to all
the guests, he decided to go the wedding instead.
So there he was, a total stranger to everyone else
in the congregation, wiping away tears during the
vows and joining the row at the altar rail for
Eucharist.
Although I knew the man’s name, it took me a little while to recognize the guest. Christ tends to show
up in the most unexpected people. But then, I think
Jesus really liked weddings!
Stephen, Judith, Jane, Claire, John, Kiah (the
newly ordained): Jesus is here among your guests as
you make your vows today. As you strive to be faithful servants, your master will surprise you by serving you. Wherever he leads, you will always find
water for your soul. Drink deeply, and share the
springs with those you serve in his name. Amen.
The Rev. Carol W. Hull, rector of St. George’s, Dayton,
preached this sermon at the ordination of transitional
deacons at Christ Church Cathedral on May 14.

NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati East
In collaboration with Inter Parish Ministry (IPM),
St. Timothy, Anderson Township, has formed a
Bridge of Hope Team. The team is part of a national
organization that seeks to end and prevent homelessness among single mothers and their children. St.
Timothy's team has completed their initial training
and has been matched with a young mother, her two
young boys and teenage daughter. The team will provide friendship, practical help, emotional support
and spiritual nurturing to the family both from a
group and an individual perspective. The mentoring
team will be supported by the staff at IPM, which is
helping the mother become self-sufficient in terms
of finding housing, securing employment or job
training and identifying community resources.

Cincinnati West
Youth from Christ Church, Glendale, participated in
the 30-hour famine, raising more than $2,300 to benefit
World Vision. They spent the evening packing lunches
for the homeless, which they helped to distribute the
next morning. They also spent the night sleeping in cardboard box homes, and each time they felt hungry, they
took time to pray for and remember the thousands of
people who die each day from hunger-related causes.

Columbus
The ECW at St. Patrick, Dublin, had the honor of
meeting and talking with sculptor and Holocaust survivor Alfred Tibor at their spring luncheon. Tibor,
who sculpted “The Promise of Life,” a memorial
sculpture located at Trinity Lutheran Seminary,
accompanied members to view the sculpture and
share his experiences. “Promise of Life” began with
an idea inspired in a seminary lecture and came to
life with the formation of an interfaith group of religious, business and community leaders.
The women at St. Mark, Upper Arlington, held a
women’s luncheon and baby shower to benefit the
Neighborhood Nest program, a community-based
prenatal health promotion program for low-income
pregnant women. The luncheon was held in the new
parish hall at St. Mark’s, and everyone was asked to
bring baby shower items to donate to the program.
The Newcomer/Connection Commission at St.
Nicholas of Myra, Hilliard, has a “welcome bag” that
they take to a visitor after the first time they attend a
service. The bag contains a letter of thanks and welcome, a coffee mug, packets of coffee, tea bags, hot
chocolate and a pack of M&M’s. Since its inception, the
commission has delivered five bags, and three families
who received them have begun attending St. Nicholas
regularly. The commission has just prepared an expanded Newcomer Orientation Packet, which they will soon
be presenting to all new St. Nicholas families.

Zoe Spangler, Christ Church, Springfield, and the North High
School FCCLA (Family, Career and Community Leaders of
America) chapter won their state competition in National Programs
in Action and have advanced to National Competition in San Diego.
Carl Freeman, Redeemer, Hyde Park, and the Junior Cyclones, a Tier
II Under 12 hockey team in the Cincinnati Amateur Hockey Association,
won their state championship, district championship and placed third in
the nation in the national championship tournament. Freeman is the son
of the Rev. Bruce Freeman, rector of Redeemer, and his wife Dana.
Dan and Jim McGregor, Christ Church, Springfield, were inducted
into the Junior Achievement Mad River Regional Business Hall of Fame.
Eleven-year-old Dawn Thomas traveled to Australia with other fifth
and sixth-grade students and teachers from Bethany School. The trip
was part of the International School to School Exchange program. The
students stayed with host families and learned what life is like for an
11-year old in Australia, attending school, sightseeing, shopping and
trying Australian cuisine. Dawn is the granddaughter of the Rev. Dcn.
Theorphlis Borden, deacon at Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming.
David Abbott, Christ Church Cathedral, was a contestant on
the Jeopardy Tournament of Champions show, which aired
April 6. On the show, he gave the cathedral a plug, saying it had
the “best choir in Cincinnati.”

The St. Alban, Bexley, Parish Health ministry held a
Parish Health Fair. Attorney William Lane spoke on the
topic of Living Wills, and representatives from Central
Ohio Poison Control and Ohio Senior Health Insurance
were on hand to answer questions. Several booths offered
screening for blood pressure, diabetes and colon cancer, and
many booths offered information on Alzheimer’s disease
and cancer as well as many other health related topics.

Dayton
Sunday School children at St. Paul, Dayton, played
hooky from their lessons on a recent Sunday—but for
a good reason. The children, grades K-6, spent the
time going on homebound visits, visiting parishioners
who are unable to attend services. What a great way
for young and old to meet and get to know each other!
Several parishioners at St. George, Dayton, volunteer their time each month to bake turkeys and cut
them up into small pieces to make Turkey Tetrazzini
for the Salvation Army Booth House. Volunteers prepare the dinner on the second Wednesday afternoon
of the month in the church undercroft kitchen and
then carpool to the shelter to serve the dinner. Other
volunteers bake cookies and cakes for desserts. If you
are interested in helping out with this worthwhile
project, contact the church at 937.434.1781.

Hocking Valley
St. Paul, Logan, recently helped out some
Hocking College students who are serving time in
three different prisons. The students are required to
take the same tests as other students but do not have
computer access or other advanced technology. They
also desperately needed dictionaries and thesauruses
to help them with writing assignments. Parishioner
Nancy Garner secured the use of some dictionaries
through the college, and St. Paul’s Mission Council
voted to use funds from their literacy and outreach
funds to pay for 15 books, five for each prison.

Miami River
Holy Trinity, Oxford, is collecting books for a young
woman, Amy Poff, who grew up at Holy Trinity and is
now working as a fifth and sixth-grade science teacher
through the Peace Corps in Gambia. Poff is attempting
to re-open the school library, paint it and restock its
shelves, as well as serve as the librarian during her next
two years in Daru. Books do not need to be academic
in nature, just appropriate for English speaking/learning
students in grades K-6. If you have books to donate, or
would like to make a donation to help with shipping
costs, please contact Holy Trinity at 513.523.7550.
The new Trinity, Hamilton, Youth Group held its
organizational meeting on May 1. The first meeting,
a get-to-know-you pizza party, was open to anyone
sixth-grade or older and their friends. Plans were
made for the first youth group event—taking part in

a community clean-up the following weekend.
Sounds like things are off to a great start!

Northeast
At their annual meeting, the congregation at
Trinity, Bellaire, voted to move their altar away
from the wall. With the assistance of inmate workers
from the Belmont Correctional Facility, they were
able to make the changes in time for Easter services.
St. James, Zanesville, is now into its second year
of serving community Friendship Dinners. Numbers
of those attending the dinners are increasing, from an
average of 85 guests per dinner last year to more than
100 per dinner in the early months of this year. The
Friendship Dinner committee has decided to
increase the amount of food prepared each month to
meet the increased demand. Even with a generous
grant from ECSF, they still need additional funding
through the year. If you would like to help, please
call the church at 740.453.9459. And a big round of
applause, please, for parishioner Bill Dougherty,
who provided more than 100 solid chocolate bunnies
for Friendship Dinner guests for their March dinner.

Ohio River
Redeemer, Cincinnati, held a concert in thanksgiving for the life of Russelle Thompson during their
Cornerstone Celebration week. Bishop Herbert
Thompson Jr. made a contribution to the project in
memory of his wife Russelle, and the concert was held
to celebrate the dedication of the new music room.
Redeemer’s adult choir was joined by opera singers
Cecily Nall and Mary Southworth Shaffer, along with
trumpeter Jeff Shaffer, countertenor William
Sauderland, the brass quartet Solid Brass and many
other singers and instrumentalists. The program
included the Gloria by John Rutter, as well as a variety
of solos, duets and spirituals. The concert was followed
by a worship service and dedication of a new chapel.
Christ Church Cathedral, Cincinnati, is renaming
their First Friends on First Sundays program as
Friends Sunday. Friends Sunday encourages members
to invite friends and family members who are searching for a church home to attend services with them at
the Cathedral. The first Friends Sunday will be held
on June 5, the day of the annual church picnic.

Scioto River
St. Mary, Hillsboro, was selected to be the featured church on the biannual Hillsboro Home Tour in
May. They were selected in honor and recognition of
the church’s sesquicentennial. (That’s 150 years—I
looked it up!) The church will also be featured on a
Fenton Glass bell produced for the Hillsboro Festival
of Bells in July. If you are interested in purchasing
one of these collectable bells, contact the church at
937.393.2043.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something
to share Around the Diocese? Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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ENS: Forward Movement Publications
has named the Rev. Dr. Richard H.
Schmidt as its new editor and executive
director, effective Sept. 1. He succeeds
the Rev. Dr. Edward S. Gleason, who is
retiring after ten years in the post.
The Cincinnati-based Forward Movement
is an agency of the Episcopal Church, publishing Forward Day by Day, a pamphlet of
daily meditations with a circulation of
500,000, as well as a wide range of other
devotional and spiritual literature.
"I am delighted that Dick Schmidt has
accepted the position, and look forward
to working with him in the years ahead,"
said Peggy Beers, chair of the Forward
Movement Executive Committee. “He
comes to us with a good deal of experience in the publishing field, and he is
equipped as well to lead us in our core
mission to support people in their lives of

prayer and faith.
I am most excited that, as Ted
Gleason completes our firstever capital campaign,
Dick
Schmidt is coming on board to
implement the
initiatives for the
funds that have
Rev. Dr. Richard H.
been raised.”
Schmidt
"I commend
the Forward Movement Executive
Committee on their careful process and
very successful outcome in the choice of
the Rev. Dr. Richard H. Schmidt to be
their next director and editor," said
Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold.
"May this be the beginning of another

fruitful chapter for Forward Movement in
their long ministry of dedicated service
to the church."
Schmidt, 60, is a native of Shelbyville,
Ky., and holds degrees from Kenyon
College, Vanderbilt Divinity School and
Wesley Theological Seminary. Ordained
in 1970, he has served Episcopal parishes
in West Virginia, Missouri and Alabama,
and as a missionary in Nigeria. He is the
former managing editor of The
Episcopalian and the author of three
books: Glorious Companions: Five
Centuries of Anglican Spirituality (2002),
Life Lessons from Alpha to Omega
(2005), and Praises, Prayers, and Curses:
Conversations with the Psalms (2005).
Schmidt and his wife of thirty-seven
years, Pamela, now reside in
Chesterfield, Missouri. They are the parents of three grown sons.

Not just ‘English-only’
The Rev. Thomas Mansella has joined
the Episcopal Church Center’s Office of
Communication in the newly created position of Translation Services Coordinator.
Mansella will provide regular translations of news reports, statements and
other documents into Spanish while also
coordinating translations into French and
other languages as needed. He will
arrange for simultaneous interpretation
services at General Convention,
Executive Council and other related
meetings. Mansella also will help shape

the Episcopal Church’s emerging
Spanish-language website, www.iglesiaepiscopal.org, set to debut later this
year.
Mansella, 60, is an Episcopal priest and
member of the American Translators
Association (ATA), which he has served
as an administrator in the Spanish
Language Division. Most recently, he has
worked as a translator in Falls Church, Va.
Mansella was recommended for his
new post by a collaborative panel representing Executive Council, the Office of

S C H O L A R ’ S
I’ve heard more than one radio
preacher say that the Islamic God is a
different God than the God of Judaism
and Christianity. Is that true?
I too have heard uninformed radio
preachers make two arguments to
prove that the God of Islam is not the
God of Judaism and Christianity. They
say: the Islamic god Allah is a pagan,
Arab god, the father of many other
gods, while the Jewish and Christian
God is the Only God, and the God of
Islam is not a Trinity, and in Islam, God
the Son does not become incarnate, die
for the sins of the world, and rise on the
third day.
They conclude then that the Islamic
God is not the Christian God.
As to the first argument, it is true
that in pre-Islamic Arabian religion,
Allah (which means simply, “God”)
was the father of the gods. But

C O R N E R

if you remove all
the lesser gods
from under El
and understand
that El is the
only God.” In
fact, in Daniel 7
where
the
“Ancient
of
Days” (God) is
described as an
old man with a
white beard sitting on a throne,
that is exactly
how the Canaanites envisioned and
depicted El. The Hebrews took over the
father-god of the Canaanites and said
El was another name for Yahweh. So
the Hebrews did something much like
what Muhammad did.
Should Christians say Jews worship
a different God than Christians
because the Hebrews adopted the
name and depiction of a Canaanite god
and transformed it?
As to the other argument, it is true that

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

Muhammad transformed the fathergod Allah from the highest god to the
only God by denying the existence of
all other gods. To his fellow Arabs,
Muhammad in effect said, “You are
wrong about Allah. He has no children
and begets nothing. He does not procreate but instead creates.” It is this
unique Creator-God that Muslims pray
to, not the old father-god of the preIslamic Arabs. The name is the same,
but the concept is very different.
The Hebrews actually seem to have
done much the same thing by identifying their God, the Lord (Yahweh) with
El, the father-god of the Canaanites. To
the Canaanites they said, in effect,
“The Lord we worship is your god El,
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Hispanic Ministries, diocesan Latin
American ministries, the Office of
Communication, and the Church Center
Human Resources Office. The position
was funded as a 2004 action of Executive
Council.
“I see this as an important ministry of
the church.” he said. “I became involved
in translation services mostly out of pastoral needs of the church. Evangelism is
communication and to be able to evangelize we need to communicate in a way
that people can hear and understand.”

in Islam, God is unitary and not a trinity.
Therefore, in Islam, there is no incarnation, Jesus is not crucified nor is he raised.
But the same things are true of God
in Judaism (no trinity, no Jesus as savior), yet many Christians say they worship the same God the Jews do. What
Christians say, in effect, is, “We worship the Unique Creator-God too,
though we believe Jews are wrong
about God in some respects. As
Christians, we believe God is a trinity
of persons, and God the son became
incarnate, died, and was raised.”
Despite some significant differences
between Christians and Muslims, I see
no reason why Christians cannot
acknowledge Muslims as fellow-worshipers of the one, true God.
The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,
Episcopal life and other religious subjects. Send questions to 2146
Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at gartigwg@episcopaldso.zzn.com.

NEWS

A L B R I C I A S
El Ministerio Episcopal Latino de
Columbus se propone agregar una familia por semana. Este objetivo se fijó a
mediados de Abril, con miras a tener una
comunidad de adoración de veinte individuos para el final del verano. Hay
muchas estrategias que se pueden utilizar
para alcanzar este objetivo pero probablemente ninguno es mejor que la invitación
personal y el acompañamiento a los servicios. Todos los Episcopalistas están
invitados a unirse a nuestra campaña.
Como cualquier persona Episcopal o
de otras denominaciones Cristianas cambia de iglesia debido a cambios de residencia, desilusiones, carisma de los ministros, abuso, o inclusive inconscientemente, también lo hacen los Latinos que
no pertenecen a la iglesia Episcopal.
Ellos buscan a la familia Episcopal en el
Internet o debido a que los servicios
sociales de la comunidad Episcopal corresponden a sus necesidades. Quizás es
Dios quien esta llamándolos aquí y ahora
con tal fuerza que no pueden resistirse.
El predominio de la Iglesia Católica
Romana entre los latinos, será quizás tu
primera barrera. Nuestras invitaciones
para acercar a los Latinos a los servicios
de la Iglesia Episcopal son invariablemente contestadas con otra pregunta: Es
una iglesia Católica? La respuesta corta
es: “Si, Católica y Protestante” Una
aparente contradicción entre la “C” y la
“P” parece desafiar nuestro entendimiento de quienes nos cuestionan.
Esta es una percepción muy vieja y
arraigada. Sacerdotes casados o sacerdotes mujeres, sistemas sacramentales y
Eucarísticos similares, un gobierno
menos jerárquico y otros factores que
distinguen a los Episcopales de los
Católicos Romanos simplemente no
parecen convencer a muchos invitados,

The Episcopal Latino
Ministry in Columbus proposes to add one family per
week. This goal was set in
mid-April, toward having a
worshipping community of
20 individuals by the end of
the summer. Many strategies
might be employed to reach
this mark but probably nothing tops the personal invitation and escort to services.
All
Episcopalians
are
encouraged to join in our campaign.
Just as a number of Episcopalians
or members of other Christian
denominations change churches due
to physical relocations, disillusions,
personal charismas of ministers or
even unconscious motivations, so it
is with non-Episcopalian Latinos.
They search out an Episcopal church
on the Internet or because social
services of an Episcopal community
correspond to their needs. It may just
be that God is engaging them here
and now with a pull that can no
longer be resisted.
Past predominance of Roman
Catholicism among Latinos, however, may be the first hurdle. Our invitations to Episcopal Latino services
invariably receive this response: “Is
yours a catholic church?” The short
answer is: “Yes. Catholic and
Protestant.” An apparent contradiction between the “C” and the “P”
seems to defy understanding of most
questioners.
We’re dealing with a deep-seated, centuries-old perception.
Married male and female priests,
similar sacramental systems and
Eucharists, less hierarchical gover-

que aparte de este asunto son DICK
insesgados.
La Iglesia Episcopal no KORN
quiere atraer solo a los descantados, por lo que nuestro
mejor nicho de mercado son
aquellos Latinos quienes no
pertenecen a ninguna iglesia.
Hay muchos Latinos sin
Iglesia y sin evangelizar, así sin
robar rebaños. Recordemos
que en tiempo reciente la presencia Episcopal en eventos y
festivales latinos en Columbus ha concordado con una rica exposición y ha
aumentado el interés Episcopal en la
comunidad Latina. Anuncios en televisión y radio pueden hacer lo mismo.
Pero simplemente haciendo esto no
abrirá las puertas.
Los primeros arquitectos del
Anglicanismo, y por lo tanto de la Iglesia
Episcopal, buscaron un camino intermedio entre el Protestantismo y el
Catolicismo Romano, manteniendo así un
carácter moderado e incluyente, en parte al
no hacer muchos pronunciamientos acerca
de la doctrina o poner muchos requerimientos de creencia. Es nuestra mejor
estrategia para con el merado Latino sin
iglesia un llamado de “lex orandi, lex credendi” o “lo que oramos es lo que
creemos”, y así intentar rezar juntos, sin
tener necesariamente que estar de acuerdo
en cada pequeño detalle de la doctrina o
práctica? Sus comentarios son bienvenidos
Albricias es una contribucion ocasional que
ofrecera noticias del Ministerio Latino en la
Diocesis del Sur de Ohio. Para mas informaciones, llame al Centro de Ministerio
Episcopal Latino en 614-291-8720 o
mande correo electronico al
simbolico@aol.com.

nance and other factors distinguish
Episcopalians
from
Roman
Catholics. Yet not everyone is
attracted to those differences.
The Episcopal Church doesn’t want
just the disenchanted, of course, so the
completely unchurched seem to be
our best market niche. There are plenty of unchurched, unevangelized
Latinos out there, without robbing
flocks. We are reminded that over
recent months and years, an
Episcopal presence at Latino-sponsored events and festivals in
Columbus has accorded rich exposure
and highlighted Episcopal interest in
the Latino community. Radio and TV
ads might do more of the same. But
simply doing this doesn’t warm pews.
Early architects of Anglicanism,
and therefore the Episcopal Church,
sought the via media, the middle way,
between Protestantism and Roman
Catholicism, maintaining a moderate
and inclusive character, in part by not
making a lot of pronouncements
about doctrine or setting many
requirements for belief. Is our best
shot at the unchurched Latino market
simply a statement of “lex orandi, lex
credendi” or “what we pray is what
we believe,” and then an attempt to
worship together, without having to
agree on every single jot and tittle of
doctrine or practice? Your feedback is
welcome.
Albricias is an occasional column
sharing and discussing Latino ministry
in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. For
more information, contact the
Episcopal Latino Ministry office at
614.291.8720 or by e-mail: simbolico@aol.com

Public Policy Notes
Although I realize that much can
change between the time I write this
article and you read it in Interchange, I
feel it is important to comment on
some of the ramifications of the current budget decisions of the Ohio legislature.
On April 12, I represented you as the
director of public policy by joining with
2,500 citizens in a rally in front of the
statehouse to protest the personal income
and business tax cuts that seem to primarily benefit wealthy taxpayers and corporations at the expense of the middle
class. Although the turnout was encouraging, on that very same day inside the
Statehouse,
the
House
of
Representatives voted for cuts that will
ultimately result in healthcare cuts for
some of Ohio’s most vulnerable citizens.
The impetus for these tax cuts is to create jobs and boost the economy. Although
there is wide agreement by businesses that
tax changes are needed, there is a difference of opinion as to whether this budget
proposal will accomplish the growth and

JEFFREY S.
PRICE

new jobs it is
intended to promote. This is
not an easy
problem
to
solve. The lack
of skilled workers and other
factors must be
weighed against
tax costs when
companies are
deciding where
to locate and

expand their businesses.
At the heart of the budget proposal is a 21% income tax cut. Although
such a proposal is on the surface
popular, opponents point out that
45% of those cuts will go to those
making $100,000 or more per year.
On the other hand, the budget proposal will reinstate one half of the
temporary 1% sales tax that was due
to sunset on June 30. It also will
increase the cigarette tax by 45-

cents, increase the tax on other
tobacco products, double the tax on
alcohol and increase the electricity
tax by 30%. Even those who oppose
the use of tobacco and alcohol admit
this is a regressive tax, shifting the
burden to those with less income to
start with, and will be a long way
from recouping lost revenue.
But of more concern is the reality
that when tax income is lost, services
must be cut. Again, those with the
least income and the most vulnerable
are at risk. Many working parents
whose annual salary is near the
poverty level will lose their health
care benefits. Others making less
than $115 per month who are on
Disability Medical Assistance and
receive prescriptions and health care
for chronic conditions may find their
programs eliminated. Some suffering
mental disability will no longer
receive drugs to control their illness.
Nearly 1 million adults will lose half
their dental benefits. Tom Smith,
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public policy director of the Ohio
Council of Churches, predicts that
local governments could see 10-20%
in revenue cuts, meaning less spending on police, fire, health and library
services.
Understanding that those who make
the least will be affected the most
prompts me to comment that this budget – one of the tightest in years – has the
potential of creating an even greater
burden on those of us who feel a moral
responsibility to care for the poor, the
oppressed and the overburdened. More
than 30 amendments to restore services
were introduced at the Statehouse but
were tabled. But the needs cannot be
tabled. We must rise to meet those
needs. Never has there been a more
crucial time for our congregations to
get involved.
Jeffrey S. Price is director of public policy
for the diocese. Contact him at
614.461.8429 or 800.461.8424 or
jeffrey_price@episcopal-dso.org.

NEWS

By the book: local woman
publishes first novel
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Reading and writing have always offered
refuge for Debbie Meyer.
This month, they also offer cause for celebration when Meyer, a member of St.
Barnabas, Montgomery, realizes a lifelong
goal: her first published novel.
Chosen: The Final Potential is Discovered
is a religious fiction novel revolving around
the question of what happens when God
retires.
“It took me several years to write it,” said
Meyer, 37 and a mother of two. “I started on it after I was
divorced (in 2000). My daughter was 9-months old, and I
found that after my work and taking care of her, I didn’t have
a lot of time for myself. So I would scribble in the evenings,
and that became my emotional relief … A couple of years
later, when I met my second husband, he read my scribblings
and thought they were pretty good. He encouraged me to
write, so I picked it back up.”
Not only is Chosen a first for Meyer personally, it’s also a

milestone for her publishing company,
Dragonon, Inc. Meyer has three other books in
the pipeline, but Chosen is the first one in print.
Meyer decided several years ago that she
wanted to start her own publishing company.
“I wanted to be able to promote the authors
and the type of writing that I enjoy,” she said.
She developed a company name (drawn
from one of the characters in Chosen) and a
logo, then went in search of authors and manuscripts. Wanting to encourage local authors, she
spoke to Cincinnati-area writing groups. Then
Meyer began the process of selecting the right
manuscripts, then editing, designing and marketing the books.
Her work was affirmed during a meeting with local writer
Dennis Fishel. He had submitted a manuscript for Russell’s
Revenge – “the most clever and funniest coming-of-age book
I had ever read,” Meyer said. She took the manuscript, put it in
book form and presented Fishel with a mock-up of his work.
“To see the look on his face,” said Meyer, “I felt like I was
able to give someone else his dream just as I’m realizing my
own, and that’s a great feeling.”

Excerpt from Chosen: Passing through the Fifth and into the Sixth Heaven, Raphael approached the Monument
of the Resurrection, one of Heaven’s greatest treasures. This statue forever immortalized the passion of its dearest
Son, man’s final redemption. Raphael pulled up quickly and landed at the statue’s base. Reaching up to the bottom
of the Seventh Heaven, the spire of marble towered over the Sixth Heaven like a giant. Portions of the monolith
remained rough, the marble hacked out violently to reveal an anger that seethed in deep crevices and sharp angels.
Between the anger rested unconditional love, expressions of the Christ in various stages of his life. Polished to a luster by angel feathers, these etchings sprang from the rock, glistening so brightly that even angel eyes squinted back
at the brilliance while growing accustomed to them.

The file
Who: Debbie Meyer, member of St.
Barnabas, Montgomery. Married to
Scott Meyer and mother of two, Tess,
6, and Grant, 13 months.
What: Author of Chosen: The Final
Potential is Discovered, the first of a
three-book, religious fiction series
about the battle for creation. Owner
of Dragonon, Inc., a publishing company.
On her nightstand: Harry Potter and
the Chamber of Secrets by J.K.
Rowling; Christopher Moore’s book,
Lamb: The Gospel According to Biff,
Christ’s Childhood Pal.
Want to read books from
Dragonon? Chosen and Russell’s
Revenge are available for pre-order
online through Amazon and Barnes
& Noble (www.bn.com). Meyer also
has a book signing for Chosen on
June 17 at 7 p.m. at the Barnes &
Noble in West Chester (9455 Civic
Centre Blvd.). Or check out Meyer’s
site, www.dragonon.com

Praying Twice: Calvary’s music a delight
BY RICK AND NANCY ARNEST
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTORS
The problem with excellence is that,
on occasion, it may be too unobtrusive
to be noticed. For an example, think of
Jamaica Blue Mountain coffee.
Recognized everywhere as superlative,
to us, it tastes exactly like a really good
cup of coffee. There’s an absence of
acid, a lack of false or bitter notes, and
the sense of warmth and support lasts
until we taste the next cup – at which
time we find that we recognize the difference quite sharply.
This image fits well with the description of the music we found at Calvary
Episcopal Church when we visited the
Clifton Avenue congregation on a
recent Sunday. From the organ prelude
(Bach’s “Minuets I & II” from the
French Suite No. 2 in C-minor) through
the hymns, the service music elegantly
supported a varied and energetic congregation. The anthem (Friedell’s
“Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether”)
showed a well-balanced choir and a
nicely paced reading.
After a delightful postlude (Handel’s
“Recessional in D Major”) for which
nearly half the congregation remained,

Calvary presented Dr. Gerre Hancock, former organist and choirmaster at St.
Thomas Church in New York City (and before that at Christ Church Cathedral here in
Cincinnati) in recital on May 16. Dr. Hancock was assisted by the Calvary Choir. On
Sunday, June 5 at 3 p.m., the Seven Hills Sinfonietta will perform at Calvary.
we spoke with Howard Helvey, Calvary
organist and choirmaster for the past
seven years. “If I play loudly enough
that they can’t talk; they usually stay to
listen,” he told us. We took this as
something of an understatement from
one of the best pianists in town, who
plays the organ (built by E. M. Skinner
in the 1920s, renovated in 1995 and on
a continuing path of voicing and
improvement) with authority and
grace.
The music establishment seems well
integrated into church life. It speaks
well for the working balance among the
rector, the Rev. Jason Leo, the Music
Committee, newly chaired by Charles
Parsons, and the musicians.
Members of the Calvary choir tend
to be young. The singers include music
students from the University of
Cincinnati and from Miami University.
While the roster has some 23 names,
about 16 singers were present, filling
the choir stalls to overflowing. While

not a paid chorus, there are choral
scholarships available to some singers.
Helvey picks service music from week
to week, rehearsing Thursdays for the
main service at 10 a.m. Sunday.
In addition to his work at Calvary,
Helvey maintains a national and international presence as a concert pianist,
conductor, composer, arranger and
speaker. He regularly collaborates with
Richard Steinbach in concerts and
recordings of four-hand piano literature. Helvey holds a bachelor of music
degree in composition from the
University of Missouri-Columbia and a
master of music degree in composition
and piano performance from the
University of Cincinnati CollegeConservatory of Music. He is a member of ASCAP, the American Guild of
Organists and The Hymn Society.
In addition to service music, Helvey
oversees two concert series, a liturgical
series and a concert series. Recent performances in the liturgical series featured
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the Calvary Choir on Ash Wednesday
and the resident ensemble Apollo’s
Cabinet for the Good Friday liturgy. The
concert series consists of performances
by Apollo’s Cabinet, the Seven Hills
Sinfonietta and visiting organists.
We also spoke with Amanda
O’Bannon, education coordinator and
leader of Miss Amanda’s Music
Garden. This Montessori-styled children’s music program meets at Calvary
weekday mornings and Wednesday and
Friday afternoons.
The music at Calvary supports the
liturgy and reaches into the community.
It provides for a lifelong coordination
between music and the Word. This
establishment could be taken as a
model for a creative and forward-looking Episcopal congregation with established and traditional roots.
Rick and Nancy Arnest are musicians
and music lovers. Members of
St. Barnabas, Montgomery, they plan to
write this occasional column about
music in the diocese. Send ideas for
columns to: rarnest@fuse.net. The title of
the column, “Praying Twice,” comes from
St. Augustine’s declaration that “he who
sings prays twice.”

RESOURCES

CALENDAR
June
2 - Pre-convention meeting at St. Philip's,
166 Woodland Avenue, Columbus, 7 p.m.
4 – Vocational deacon ordination at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. 11
a.m., Clergy: red stoles.
5 - Pre-convention meeting at Church of
the Good Shepherd, 64 University Terrace,
Athens, 1:30 p.m.; Pre-convention meeting at
St. John's, 125 Steubenville, Cambridge, 3
p.m.
7 - Pre-convention meeting at Holy Spirit,
11381 Hanover (at Waycross), Forest Park,
7:30 p.m.
8 – Commission on Congregational Life
meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
11 - The 130th Convention of the Diocese
of Southern Ohio will reconvene June 11 at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. See
pages 2-5 for more information.
13 - Parish Health Ministry meeting, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. For more information, contact chair
Sue Rank at 513.272.5555, ext 4271.
17-19 - Young Adult Conference, for ages
18-35 at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. June 17-19. Register online at
www.episcopal-dso.org by clicking on
News/Events, Calendar, date of event. More
information: www.dsoyouth.org
18 - Diocesan Council meeting at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. For more information, contact Vice President Chips Lanier
at 937.258.0141
18 - The Episcopal Healing Ministry
Foundation, Christ Church Cathedral and St.
Thomas, Terrace Park, are hosting a workshop devoted to Healing and Reconciliation.
The Rev. Canon Beaumont Stevenson of
Oxford, England, will lead the workshop.
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at St. Thomas, Terrace
Park, 100 Miami Ave. To register online or
download a flier and registration form, click
on News/Events, Calendar, date of event.
20-25 - Junior Camp, for youth entering
grades 6-7, at Procter Camp & Conference
Center.

REST IN PEACE

25 - Priest ordinations, 11 a.m. at St.
Margaret, Trotwood. Clergy: red stoles
27-July 2 - Intermediate Camp, for youth
entering grades 8-9, at Procter Camp &
Conference Center.

July
5-9 - Boys and Girls Camp, for youth
entering grades 4-5, and Outdoor Adventure
Camp, for youth entering grades 8-12
(grades 6-7 with approval) at Procter Camp
& Conference Center.
11-16 - Senior High Camp, for youth
entering grades 10-12, at Procter Camp &
Conference Center.
11 - Stewardship Committee meeting, 6 to
9 p.m., at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. For more information, contact chair
Fran Stanton at 513.542.4908
13 – Commission on Congregational Life
meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
16 - Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse
Prevention Training will be held at St.
Margaret Episcopal Church, 5301 Free Pike,
Trotwood 45426. Pre-registration and prepayment is required. Contact Mary Williams
or Geri McDaniel at 513.421.0311 or
800.582.1712. To register online, click on
Ministry
Resources,
Misconduct
Prevention. The cost of training is $15,
which includes materials and lunch.
Payment should be mailed to Mary
Williams, Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412
Sycamore Street, Cincinnati 45202. Make
checks payable to Diocese of Southern
Ohio. Payment may be made by credit card
for those registering online.
Training is required of all clergy,
Eucharistic Visitors, Stephen Ministers,
employees of a church, youth ministers,
counselors or volunteers, or any other lay person who interacts or has care of our children.
21-24 - Family Camp, a camp for all ages,
at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
24-30 - National Episcopal Youth Event,
Berea College, Ky. Information: Roger Speer
at 800.461.8424 or roger_speer@episcopaldso.org

POSTINGS
Christian Formation Director
Christ Church Glendale, an Episcopal parish in the northern suburbs of Cincinnati, seeks
a Director of Christian Formation with focus on junior and senior high youth and young
adults. Tasks include developing and implementing programs for 6th - 12th grade and young
adults 18-30. A formal background check and child abuse prevention training will be
required for the position. Salary commensurate with education and experience. Interested
parties should forward their resume and three references to: Christ Church Glendale, Forest
& Erie Avenues, Glendale, OH 45246 or emailed to christchurch1@fuse.net.

Part-Time Director of Christian Education
St. James, Westwood, is looking for a person to coordinate and lead a program for preschool to young adults. Ideal candidate should be a baptized Christian, preferably
Episcopalian, and comfortable discussing faith issues with people and their families.
Responsibilities include: developing a youth ministry program for middle school to college
age; overseeing and managing Sunday School; assisting young people in planning and scheduling special worship services; leading a Vacation Bible School program for ages 3 to 12; and
recruiting and training volunteers.
Good communication and management skills are a must. Opportunities for training workshops available. Hours flexible; up to 20 hours per week with a minimum of 2 hours on
Sunday. Send resume to: St James Episcopal Church, 3207 Montana Avenue, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45211, Attn: Human Resources.
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The Rev. Edwin Hunt Badger Jr., 88, of Chillicothe, died April
25, after an illness of several months. He was a priest of the Diocese
of Chicago and licensed to officiate in Southern Ohio.
After retiring, he continued as a supply priest at St. Paul's Episcopal
Church in Chillicothe and other parishes in the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
He is survived by his wife, Virginia Ann (Curtis); his son, Thomas
Michael Badger; his daughter, Mary Janet Beladi; his stepdaughters, Leslye Winslow and Nancy Winslow; and numerous grandchildren, stepgrandchildren, nieces and nephews.
Services were held at St. Elisabeth Episcopal Church in Glencoe,
Ill., May 14. Memorials may be made to St. Paul's Episcopal
Church, 33 E. Main St., Chillicothe, OH 45601.
Laura Domienik, 44, was killed instantly in a car crash on May 5.
She was a widely respected social worker and advocate for needy families and an active member of Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn.
Her husband, Steven, has served as a consultant for many congregations in the diocese during their interim and search processes.
In addition to her husband, survivors include her daughter
Lynnea, who graduated from high school in late May.
Services were at the Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn.
Memorials may be made to Healthy Moms and Babes, 2270
Banning Rd. Suite 200, Cincinnati 45239.
Thomas E. Burdell, 87 and a lifelong member of Christ Church
Cathedral, died April 26 of respiratory failure. The father of Ed
Burdell, a consultant to the trustees of the diocese, Thomas Burdell
was a World War II veteran who fought in the Battle of the Bulge and
received five bronze stars for his service. He met his future wife,
Eloise, at the cathedral, where she served as the receptionist for almost
25 years. She died in 1994 after more than 50 years of marriage.
Mr. Burdell worked in the trucking industry and retired as owner
of General Truck Parts in Carthage. He moved to Adams County
after retirement and quickly became involved in the community,
helping form the Adams County Chamber of Commerce and serving on the Regional Mental Health Board.
In addition to his son, survivors include two granddaughters, Jennifer
Burdell King and Sarah Elizabeth Burdell; and two great-grandchildren. Memorials to the Eloise and Thomas Burdell Scholarship at the
Greater Cincinnati Foundation or Christ Church Cathedral.

CONGREGATIONS & CLERGY
Congregations in the search process
Working on profile: Ascension, Middletown; Holy Trinity,
Oxford
Editing profile/Receiving names: Good Shepherd, Athens; St.
Luke’s, Marietta
Interviewing: Good Samaritan, Clermont County; All Saints,
Portsmouth; St. Thomas, Terrace Park; Trinity, Newark; St.
Simon, Lincoln Heights
Clergy:
The Rev. Bob Goodrich’s last day at St. James, Columbus, was
May 15. The congregation has called the Rev. Bridget Tierney as
the interim. The last day of her internship at Trinity, Troy, was May
15. She begins at St. James May 29.
Christ Church Cathedral has called the Rev. Myrick "Rick"
Cross to serve as the canon vicar of Christ Church Cathedral.
Currently the interim rector at St. James Church in Old Town,
Maine, Cross has served three other parishes in Maine as well as
one in Massachusetts and one in Maryland.
The Rev. Gwynneth Mudd is retiring as vicar of St. Edward’s,
Whitehall, on June 30.

VISITATIONS
June
5

Bishop Thompson
Bishop Price
Canon Zust

St. Paul, Chillicothe
St. Timothy, Anderson Twp.
St. Christopher, Fairborn

12

Bishop Thompson
Bishop Price

St. Barnabas, Montgomery
Christ Church, Glendale

19

Bishop Thompson
Bishop Price
Canon Zust

St. John, Worthington
St. Margaret, Trotwood
Trinity, Bellaire

26

Bishop Thompson
Canon Zust

St. Nicholas of Myra, Hilliard
St. Thomas, Terrace Park

NEWS

Celebrations

Doubly
blessed

It’s a girl! The Rev. Rebecca Deinsen, assistant priest at St. John’s,
Worthington, gave birth to Charlotte True on April 22. Born at 11:30 a.m.,
Charlotte weighed 6 pounds, 13 ounces. Both mother and daughter are
doing well.
The Rev. George Glazier, rector of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church and
University Center in Columbus, graduated from The School of Theology
at the University of the South. His final thesis, “Offering Plate Sermons:
Oblation of the Preacher and the Congregation” has been accepted by the
Advanced Degrees Committee and is the final part of his work on a
Doctorate of Ministry. George began work on this degree in the summer of
1999. He has taken courses in homiletics, liturgics, Anglican pastoral theology and pastoral care, spiritual direction, as well as studying cathedrals
and churches in England.

St. Mark’s, Dayton, is
doubly blessed – with
five sets of twins.
Pictured here are Tyler
and Dylan McLean (top
row); on the right of the
cross are Victoria and
Pamela Howarah; to its
left are Mark and
Micaela Kreutzer; and in
the foreground are Okoe
and Atteh Akoto. Threeyear-old twin girls,
Bailey and Willow
Thomas, are not pictured.

Resource helps
churches know their
communities

Money for Ministry
BY THE REV. CANON VICKI ZUST
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
There are several opportunities for
congregations to write for grants – and
deadlines are coming soon. Remember
that all Episcopal congregations are
501c3 (nonprofit) organizations. The
required letters can be obtained from
the Episcopal Church Center in New
York. The diocese can help you make
contact with the correct office.
If you want to work or host a
neighborhood clean-up or community festival:
Safeco Insurance Community Grants
funds projects that beautify or clean-up
communities or neighborhood festivals
that attract diverse audiences (in
Cincinnati).
More
information:
www.safeco.com. Deadline: Aug. 12.
If you have an after-school tutoring program or a pre-school:
Pathways Within’s Road to Reading
Initiative provides books and educational materials to organizations that
conduct literacy and other reading programs. They specifically state that religious organizations are eligible.
Information: Kathryn Jenkins at
roads2reading@hotmail.com or by
phone at 207.723.6898.
If you are working with lowincome young people and are, or
want to begin, teaching them about
money management:
The National Endowment for
Financial Education is giving grants
for programs that encourage personal
savings and investment as a means to
financial security. Information:
www.nefe.org. Deadline: Aug. 2.
If your community had a newspaper owned by the Knight family and
you have a project involving children, families, education or housing:
The John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation awards grants on a rotating
basis (meaning no deadlines). They
ask for a one to two-page letter of
inquiry before submitting a proposal.
Information (including where Knight

had newspapers): www.knightfdn.org.
If you are involved in a project
that provides service to disadvantaged populations, particularly in
the areas of community development, criminal justice, elderly and
youth:
Check out the Public Welfare
Foundation. They make grants in the
$25,000 to $50,000 range and grant on
a rotating basis throughout the year.
Information: www.publicwelfare.org
If a member of your congregation
is a community leader or one of your
youth is interested in community
development:
The Neighborhood Excellence
Initiative, which is administered by
Bank of America Charitable
Investments has two programs, both
with June 30 deadlines. The Local
Heroes program awards $5,000 grants
to community leaders whose neighborhoods have been positively affected by
their achievements. The Student
Leaders program offers five, paid, summer internships with a community
development group to high school juniors or seniors. Applications for both
must be submitted online. Information:
www.bankofamerica.com/foundation
If your church is of historic interest, particularly if you are willing to
work with your local tourism agency
to promote tourism:
Letters of inquiry are accepted anytime concerning grants of up to $20,000
from the Travelers Conservation
Foundation. Support will be given to
projects designed to conserve, protect
and restore sites of exceptional cultural,
historic or natural significance. Priority
will be given to projects that are linked to
tourism and endorsed by local tourism
offices. Information: www.tcfonline.org
Money for Ministry is an occasional column designed to help congregations connect with funding sources. Please contact
the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust if you have
ideas or questions at vicki_zust@
episcopal-dso.org
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We are excited to introduce you to a resource for your church called
Link2lead!
Link2Lead.com is a web site for clergy and lay leaders like you. It is
brought to you by the Diocese of Southern Ohio (through the Commission
on Congregational Life) and Percept, the leading information provider to
religious organizations since 1987.
Through Link2Lead.com we are dedicated to providing you and other
leaders with the latest information about your community, hands-on tools
to better understand and
develop your own capabilities and a variety of additional resources to assist you in
leading your congregation
into the new world of opportunities awaiting us in the
21st century. Many congregations in the diocese have
already signed up, but most
have only one or two person
enrolled. Every congregaSimply log on to the Link2Lead Web site at
tion can have up to 20 regiswww.link2lead.com and register as a user
tered users and is urged to
at no cost. Follow the instructions on the
sign up groups of folks to
site and begin a new adventure into the
optimize use of this
information world that will assist you and
resource.
the leaders of your church in planning for
Link2Lead.com is organmission and ministry!
ized into six sections:
Getting Started - Here 's
where you find out what this
site is about, who's behind it, get your browser ready for action, etc.
My Self - This section provides you an opportunity to find out more
about yourself and how you deal with change.
My Community - Just how well do you know your community? Here’s
a section that allows you explore the latest demographic information for
your ministry area.
My Congregation - Ever wonder how your congregation compares to
the larger community you serve? Here's a special offer to explore that critical connection further.
My World - Do you wonder what all the change in the past 30 years has
meant for the church? Visit this section to discover critical insights that can
make all the difference in how you see the future.
What's Next - There are many tried and proven resources available to
assist church leaders in their work. Check out what's available here.
Simply log on to the Link2Lead Web site at the link below and register
as a user at no cost. Follow the instructions on the site and begin a new
adventure into the information world that will assist you and the leaders of
your church in planning for mission and ministry!

Visit the web site

For more information, please contact Bob Gustafson
at 513.683.0286 or j.r.gustafson@att.net or any member of the
Commission on Congregational Life.

REFLECTIONS

Love Song: ‘Blessings of the better land’
Like generations of my family, I went to Henry
Clay High School in Lexington, Ky. I can still
remember the fight song and can almost call up the
alma mater, blessedly one of the few in the nation
that didn’t borrow the tune from Cornell University.
I was a proud alumnus, and then I learned something
that for a time shook that pride.
Clay served in the U.S. Senate and House of
Representatives, where he became speaker. He was
head of the Whig party, ran for president three times,
narrowly losing the third time to James K. Polk. He
was secretary of state for John Quincy Adams and
helped work out the Treaty of Ghent, ending the War
of 1812.
When I entered the high school, about all I knew
was that Clay had a tall monument in the cemetery
and a beautiful old house on the edge of town. If
teachers told me more about him, I missed it. There
were distractions in high school. I do remember that
on some occasion Vice President Alben Barkley
came to town to speak at Ashland, the Henry Clay
estate.
Several hundred of us walked from the school to
Ashland on a pleasant spring day. Or maybe it was a
nice fall day. I was often distracted. We gathered on
the south lawn to hear the vice president. All I
remember is this: In the early days of Washington,
D.C., the capital was a muddy place, where one
might have to walk a narrow plank to avoid the mire.
Clay had enemies; he once fought a duel in which he
and his adversary were wounded. Barkley said that
one day Clay came face to face with a foe. Neither
moved. At length, the other man said, “I never give
way to any #@$*& scoundrel.” Clay replied, “I
always do,” and stepped aside. True story? Hard to
say. Barkley was a Kentuckian and by tradition, a
teller of tales.

Clay was a pew holder
and
supporter
of
Lexington’s
Christ
Church. On a Sunday
morning in 1840, the
church’s rector looked
down from the pulpit and
saw that Clay was sharing
his pew with presidentelect William Henry
Harrison. The priest
launched into “a stirring
sermon, patriotic but
hardly spiritual,” according to The Great Elm
Tree, by Frances Keller Swinford and Rebecca
Smith Lee. A few days later Clay gently rebuked his
friend, the preacher: “When I go to church I wish to
hear something of the way by which a poor sinner,
struggling with the ills and evils of the present life,
may be able to reach and enjoy the blessings of the
better land.”
Though he was a supporter of the church, Clay
wasn’t baptized until 1848, four years before his
death, perhaps because he saw the life of a politician
in conflict with the life of an avowed Christian.
During my latter days in high school, I worked
part-time in the public library as a page—no, really,
that’s what they called us—fetching and carrying
books, being a go-fer. Slow times I often spent in the
archives looking through newspapers that went back
to the city’s early days.
In another file, I learned that in 1846, Lafayette
Shelby, son of Isaac Shelby, first governor of the
commonwealth, had shot and killed his friend, Henry
M. Horine after a party because he didn’t like the
way Horine looked at him.
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Horines are few here so I figure there has to be a
family connection, although I have never uncovered
it. Nevertheless, I later learned in J. Winston
Coleman Jr.’s book, The Squire’s Sketches of
Lexington, that Clay was hired as senior counsel for
Shelby. The trial began on July 1 and drew such great
crowds that it was moved to Old Morrison at
Transylvania University
Coleman wrote that Clay succeeded in dividing
the jury, and there was a mistrial. Shelby was
released on $10,000 bail. “During the night of July
12, a group of enraged citizens stretched a rope
between two large trees on the courthouse lawn facing Main Street, and from it were hung life-sized
effigies of Judge Richard A. Buckner, Jr. and the
eight jurors who had voted to acquit the prisoner. The
next morning, the effigies were taken down and
paraded around town to the tune of the ‘Rogue’s
March,’ winding up on Cheapside [the town square]
where they were publicly burnt amid the shouts and
hoots of a wild and excited crowd. Young Shelby,
who had escaped conviction, fled to far-off Texas
and was heard from no more.”
When I learned that Clay had got Shelby off, I felt
that for the honor of our family I should be indignant
and even sorry I had gone to Clay’s namesake
school. But on Sunday mornings, I look across our
old church to the plaque marking the statesman’s
pew, and I remember that he and I have come here
for the same reason. As he put it, “struggling with the
ills and evils of the present life” and hoping we “may
be able to reach and enjoy the blessings of the better
land.”
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese
of Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward
Movement Publications.

Stones and snakes for needy children
The New Straitsville Public School in Perry
County was one of the poorest schools in Ohio. In
1991, classrooms were overcrowded. The textbooks
were frayed. One day Nathan DeRolph had to sit on
the floor of his crowded classroom to take an
American history test. He knew from his travels as
a student athlete how much nicer other schools
were. In a plea for help, the DeRolphs sued the
state. After winning and losing their way up
through the appeals process, the Ohio Supreme
Court ruled in 1997 that the school funding system
in Ohio is unconstitutional.
The court again found Ohio school funding unconstitutional in 2000 and yet again in 2001 and 2002.
However, in 2003 the court declared it would not enforce
its demand that the state fix the system. The U.S. Supreme
Court has denied a petition to review that ruling.
Jesus said, “Is there anyone among you who, if
your child asks for bread, will give a stone? Or if
the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? …In
everything do to others as you would have them do
to you; for this is the law and the prophets”
(Matthew 7:9-10, 12).
School funding in Ohio depends on a combination of revenue from the state and from local property taxes, which some districts supplement with an
income tax. In poorer school districts, property
values are lower, and the same property tax rate
yields less money. So in poorer districts the tax rate
has to be higher to collect the same dollars per
pupil. But since folks in the poorest districts are
typically less able to pay the higher rates, they simply spend less on public education.

If we want to measure the
inequity across school districts, the best reference is
the amount of money a district can raise per student
with one “mill” of property
tax, or one tenth of one percent of the total taxable
property value in the district.
Ohio has 612 school districts. Four of the six wealthiest districts in the state –
not counting the four extremely wealthy Lake Erie
island school districts – are in Cuyahoga County, in
the Cleveland area. In 2003, the Cuyahoga Heights
Local School District was able to collect $586 per
student per mill of property tax. In the same county,
the East Cleveland City School District was able to
collect only $50 per student per mill.
Jesus said, “Take care that you do not despise one
of these little ones; for I tell you, in heaven their
angels continually see the face of my Father in
heaven…it is not the will of your Father in heaven
that one of these little ones should be lost”
(Matthew 18:10, 14; see 18:1-14).
Seventeen school districts in Ohio are poorer
than the East Cleveland City School District.
Fourteen of them are rural districts in the Diocese
of Southern Ohio, in Athens, Lawrence, Perry,
Pike, Ross and Scioto counties. No urban district
in the state is as poor as these. In the poorest in the
state, the Huntington Local School District in Ross
County, they collected less than $32 per student
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per mill in 2003. When you add several other rural
districts only slightly better off than the East
Cleveland district, in Vinton, Jackson and Meigs
counties, then districts in almost all of the counties
in the southeast quadrant of our diocese are substantially disadvantaged. In the wealthiest district
in our diocese, in Indian Hill in the Cincinnati
area, they collected more than $430 per student per
mill.
Will we give some children bread and fish and
others stones and snakes?
Because of peculiarities in Ohio law, property tax
revenue does not rise with inflation, and the districts have to keep coming back for more taxes.
More than a third of the districts statewide had
school tax issues on the May 3 ballot. Of the 77
property tax issues for new operating monies to
fund teachers, supplies, etc., 47 failed.
Unless we overhaul this unconstitutional system
and share with our neighbors, we will destroy public schooling as we know it. Some of us won’t
notice the difference. But the most needy children
in our diocese will be even worse off.
To some children we will give bread and fish. To
others, only stones and snakes.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor and chair of the
Department of Philosophy, Wittenberg University.
His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.
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On the road - visiting our congregations
As I have said often in this column,
congregational visitations are among
the favorite parts of my job as bishop
suffragan. People often comment they
enjoy reading of some of my experiences on those visits. It has been a
while since I have shared in this way,
so this column will be dedicated to
that.
Whenever possible, I try to attend all
services and participate in education
events and meetings with parish leaders. But above all else, I love meeting
with those being confirmed, received
and renewing their vows and then
watching their faces as we call forth
the Holy Spirit to bless them. For me,
and for them I hope, it is a holy
moment.
I have never had a visit that was not
rewarding. Three recent ones included
visits to parishes full of multiple programs, such as Trinity, Columbus, in
which I shared five services on Easter
weekend, and St. George’s, Dayton,
where even on “low Sunday” they had
their usual four services. To St.
George’s, I brought seminarian Steve
Bilsbury, who will be their deacon
intern this summer, to help with the
preaching at the Saturday services.
And he was great! On Saturday
evening, we donned our “Cornerstone”
shirts and joined the Rev. Carol Hull
and the Rev. Paul St. Germain and the
lay leadership team for their high-tech,
multimedia contemporary service. I
also visited with St. Alban’s, Bexley,

which has one
of the largest
8 a.m. congregations in the
diocese. Both
Sunday services filled the
church.
St.
Alban’s also
had one of the
largest confirmation classes
I have seen
this year.
O t h e r
recent visits have been to smaller, family and pastoral-size churches where
the number of confirmands was not as
big, but the spirit was just as lively. It is
also an interesting phenomenon that in
the smaller churches, the food is often
the most extensive. Such was certainly
the case recently at Our Saviour in
Mount Auburn, St. Andrew’s,
Washington Court House, and St.
Peter’s, Delaware.
At Our Saviour, we had a parish
gathering Saturday evening to discuss
life in the larger church. We also had a
service of preparation for the confirmations the next day. The next day,
after lively Sunday services in the
church, several of us then processed
with palms to a nearby park and had
Eucharist there for any who were passing by. The Rev. Paula Jackson and the
good folks of Our Saviour truly believe
the church belongs in the midst of the
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people of the community.
At St. Andrew’s, my visit was on the
exact 50th anniversary of their church
building. This pastoral-size congregation was filled to the rafters with 160
people. In addition to the several
scheduled baptisms and confirmations, more than 25 people spontaneously came forward to renew their
vows.
When bishops visit, the loose offering for the day is designated for a fund
Bishop Thompson administers to help
seminarians and clergy in need. St.
Andrew’s, feeling particularly thankful
that day, passed a second basket for
this offering and collected more than
$600. After the service, the parish hall
was packed for a luncheon.
Another happy part of that service
was the celebration of the Rev. John
Carson’s 50th anniversary as a priest.
He and the church building have been
around for the same length of time.
Most of his family was there to celebrate the ministry of this extraordinary
priest, along with the entire congregation of St. Anthony’s, Wilmington
(about 10). The Carsons now worship
at St. Andrew’s, where he was
ordained.
Worshiping at St. Andrew’s and seeing how it is thriving is a special treat
for Mariann and me. When we first
went there a decade ago, it was in a
down period for them. Few people
spoke to Mariann, and attendance was
terrible. Several years ago, thanks to

the work of several dedicated lay leaders who committed to working with
the Commission on Congregational
Life, and particularly with member Jon
Boss, a partnership with the diocese
was formed that brought the Rev. Steve
Cuff as a shared minister with the diocese. In the beginning, he served as
both vicar at St. Andrew’s and director
at Procter summer camps. Today he
serves as vicar at St. Andrew’s and
Procter chaplain and is a mentor to
interns serving alone in family or pastoral congregations. He also served on
the recent nominating committee for
the next bishop. Instead of resenting
this shared ministry, the congregation
has thrived under it and is reaping the
benefits-- as is Steve. He has had several inquiries from larger congregations but remains steadfastly committed to small church ministry.
Thanks for joining me on some of
my recent visits. I hope you have
enjoyed catching a glimpse of everyday life in this healthy diocese we call
Southern Ohio. Sure, we have our
problems, but for every one of those,
we have great stories such as I have
reported here. God is good to us, and I
am confident that God’s blessings will
continue to abound among us in the
days and months to come.
Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan
of the diocese. Contact him at
614.461.8429 or 800.461.8424 or
bishop_price@episcopal-dso.org.

Interchange, communications receive top awards
Interchange and the diocese’s marketing campaign were honored with 11 Polly Bond awards during the annual spring meeting of Episcopal
Communicators, a group of communications professionals from ministries throughout the Episcopal
Church.
Judges praised the postcards and billboards, calling it a “clever campaign with a great design.”
Interchange received an award of merit for general
excellence. Judges said the newspaper offered,
“Plenty of focus on people and places … The stories
are combined with good layout. Nice covers and
inside color makes it very readable and attractive.
There is plenty here for readers from local coverage
to national and international stories.”
The feature story, “Prayer shawls bring warmth,
comfort,” was honored with an award of merit. A
judge wrote, “I was charmed by this story, which is
marked by keenly observed detail and good use of
direct quotes…I felt I was there watching.”
For photography, comments included, “Very nicely
done! A good mix of work. A good energy and
uniqueness to almost all the photos. … there is obviously an easy rapport with people and a very good
sense for the telling moment. Fine work!”
Other honors included:
■ Front page
■ Humor: “Muddling along” by the Rev. Bob Horine

Order the award-winning
postcards, posters and banners at
https://docstore.kinkos.com/
episcopal-dso.
The site offers a variety of
customizable marketing
materials at inexpensive prices.
A pack of 25 postcards with
a customized message from
your church is only $3.75!
Summer postcards are
available now!
■ Critical review: “The Meaning of Jesus” by the
Rev. Mike Kreutzer
■ Layout (single page)
■ Single photo
■ Photography, entire issue
■ Promotional materials (marketing brochure)
Interchange competes in the "publications below
12,000" circulation division. All worked judged was
published during 2004.

19

In addition, at the Associated Church Press's annual meeting, Episcopal News Service walked away
with an Award of Merit for coverage of reactions to
the consecration of V. Gene Robinson. The stories by
Jan Nunley, Deborah Zacher, Herb Gunn, Matthew
Davies and Richelle Thompson "reflect a broad range
of positions, loaded with information...overall a
strong package that allows the reader to more fully
grasp the key conflict within the church."
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Woman honored for ministry, commitment
BY THE REV. CHARLOTTE COLLINS REED
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
For more than 40 years, Marcia Bethel has been a powerful witness to the love of God that dwells in all people.
On May 8, the people of Christ Church,
Springfield, honored Bethel for her ministry with the
Christ Church “Special Class.” Founded in the mid1960s, the mission of the Special Class has been to
nurture developmentally disabled children and adults
in the life and faith of the Episcopal Church.
Bethel has been a part of the Special Class since the
ministry began. While most of the original members of
the class are now too frail to attend church, Bethel continues to welcome newer members and to make them
feel at home. Many Sunday mornings find Bethel serving coffee to her class, leading them in a song or reading to them. For many years, Bethel threw a great picnic at a local park in the spring so that her class might
experience the joy of a church picnic. And each year on
the Sunday after Christmas, the Special Class threw a
“Birthday Party for Jesus” for the church, complete
with Christmas carols sung by members of the class
and a nativity scene in which members of the Special
Class were transformed into Mary, Joseph, wise men
and shepherds. Bethel’s goal over the years was for the
members of the Special Class to experience church
life, not only as recipients of what the church could
offer them but also as contributing members.
Over the years, under Bethel’s patient prodding, the
Special Class has become more incorporated into the

ongoing life of the church, with members attending
spaghetti dinners, providing talent for the annual
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and Talent Show and
bringing Christmas cookies to share for Christ
Church’s annual “Christmas in July” celebration.
“You can see in their eyes that they love coming to
church, and that they love Marcia,” said junior warden
Scott Yeazell, who was a teenager at Christ Church
when the Special Class began. “Marcia also knows
how to handle the few who tended to try the average
person’s patience, but Marcia’s patience is endless.”
In celebration of her ministry, the Sunday School
room she taught in was renamed, “The Bethel
Room” and dedicated on May 8. Bethel also was
presented with a plaque honoring her ministry and a
letter from Bishop Price, which declared May 8 as
“Marcia Bethel Day” throughout the diocese.
According to Bonnie Shelburne, chair of the education
ministry at Christ Church, the poem “It’s Not Easy Bein’
Green” (also known as Kermit the Frog’s theme from
Sesame Street) has been an important part of the ministry
of the Special Class. The closing lines of the poem are
“When green is all there is to be, it could make you wonder why, but why wonder why? Wonder, I am green and
it’ll do fine, it’s beautiful! And I think it’s what I want to be.”
The poem reminds both the Special Class and the congregation that the gifts of each individual are important, no
matter how ordinary, or green, they might all seem.
The Rev. Charlotte Collins Reed is rector of Christ
Church, Springfield.

Marcia Bethel, right, stands with Robert Denin, a member of the Special Class at Christ Church, Springfield.
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Bringing Darfur crisis home

Do you want to send supplies or
clothing to your mission partner?
You should be familiar with
Matthew 25: Ministries.
The mission of Matthew 25:
Ministries is to provide food to the
hungry, clean water to the thirsty
and clothes, affordable shelter,
medical care and supplies to the
needy.
Supplies, clothes and equipment
are gathered from corporations and
hospitals and given at no cost to
groups with reliable recipients in
other countries. The only cost is for
the freight to cover the shipping.
Containers worth up to $500,000
have been sent to more than 25
countries and many local relief
groups. Several have been sent
from Southern Ohio. For information, contact Bill Helton,
513.321.2001.

For an "African Village" school
project, Badger Johnson, 18, and a
member of Church of Our Savior,
Mount Auburn, recently recruited
his brother and mother to create a
poster outlining the humanitarian
crisis in the Darfur region of
Sudan. The poster included prestamped postcards for people to fill
out and send to President Bush.
From there, the poster traveled to
the Church of Our Saviour, where
many members and guests also
wrote postcards. Based on the success of this effort, the family made
several more posters and delivered
them to the Church of the
Redeemer, Hyde Park, and Christ
Church Cathedral. In addition to
background on the conflict and Bishop Price and Sr. Priscilla Wright, a deacon, sign postcards urging
information on the rising human President Bush to respond to the crisis in Darfur.
cost in Darfur, the family included
the text of the 22nd Psalm as the centerpiece of the posters.
They also brought one of the posters to Xavier University for a presentation by Paul Rusesabagina,
the hero of the film, Hotel Rwanda. Rusesabagina spoke of his recent visit to Darfur and the horrors
he witnessed there. Following his talk, people lined up to write postcards calling for additional U.S.
steps to end the violence.
If your parish would like a similar Darfur poster, please contact the family at 859.781.0776.
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