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Diocese celebrates consecration of

❖

IX BISHOP❖
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Against a backdrop of lush ivy and
red anthurium plants, the Rev. Thomas
E. Breidenthal knelt at the foot of a 20foot cross on the stage of the Mershon
Auditorium on the campus of The Ohio
State University. Twenty bishops,
including Presiding Bishop Katharine
Jefferts Schori, laid their hands upon his
head, and they prayed together,
“Therefore Father, make Thomas a bishop in your Church.”
With these prayers, the Rt. Rev.
Thomas E. Breidenthal became the IX
Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Ohio
– and the 1,016 in succession in the
Episcopal Church. As he was vested
with his cope and mitre, the crowd of
2,000 rose and gave a thundering
applause.

Photos by Larry Davis
Moments before his consecration, Thomas Breidenthal kneels at the foot
of the cross and before the Presiding Bishop and co-consecrators.

Newly consecrated and vested for the first time, Bishop
Breidenthal greets his flock, the people of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio.

PLEASE SEE BISHOP, PAGE 4

Benefit Bank part of state’s economic revival plan
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
On Monday, April 30, the phone at Christ
Church, Dayton, rang off the hook. The downtown parish is the hub of Dayton's first and
only team trained to use the Benefit Bank, a
web-based tool to help low-income people
learn about public benefits and make it much
less daunting to apply.
The Friday before, Governor Strickland had
given a speech in Cleveland naming the
Benefit Bank as a key part of his strategy to
revitalize the state's economy. Its role will be
to connect eligible Ohioans to access more
than $1 billion a year in unclaimed tax credits,
food stamps and other public benefits – more
than 80% of it in federal dollars. The speech

made headlines across the state, triggering
news stories in both the Saturday and Sunday
Dayton Daily News.
Strickland also announced that he has
appointed Columbus attorney Ralph
Gildehaus to work full-time as director of the
Ohio Benefit Bank in the Governor's Office of
Faith-based and Community Initiatives.
Gildehaus, formerly of the law firm Porter,
Wright, has a distinguished record of civic
work, including serving on the board of
Neighborhood House in Columbus, a Jubilee
Center of the Episcopal Church recognized
nationally for its community development
work. One of Gildehaus' top priorities is to use
the Benefit Bank to reduce the administrative
and logistical barriers that make it so hard for
applicants and county caseworkers to com-

plete enrollment in food stamps or Medicaid.
A week after the Governor's speech, the
Rev. John Paddock, rector of Christ Church,
and deacon-in-training Arthur Mills were conferring with top Montgomery County administrators on how they could work together to
get more eligible Daytonians enrolled.
The governor's speech, Gildehaus' new role
and the meeting in Dayton are the latest fruits
of two years linking the diocese's Episcopal
Community Services Foundation, Ohio nonprofits and state and county officials in a daring attempt to lift people out of poverty.
They are connecting through a shared determination to help Ohio's families bridge the
growing gap between wages and the cost of
living.

PLEASE SEE BANK, PAGE 16
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Confirmation offers
opportunity to say yes to God
No sooner was I consecrated, but my
parish visitations began. This was as it
should be: the fundamental work of a
bishop is to make the rounds of every congregation in the diocese and to provide the
occasion for every parish to celebrate its
connection with every other parish in the
diocese. At this writing, I have visited St.
James', Zanesville (the traditional first
visitation for every bishop since Ohio's
first, Philander Chase), and St. Paul's,
Oakwood, in Dayton.
It is an honor and a delight to be welcomed into the worship life of a parish
and to be given the opportunity to preach
the word and celebrate the Eucharist. I am
grateful to the people of Zanesville and
Oakwood for receiving me into their
midst so soon after my ordination, while I
am still learning how to put a mitre on and
handle a crozier, let alone navigate my
new responsibilities.
One of the chief functions of a bishop is
to administer the sacrament of confirmation, and it has been a moving experience
for me to do this in Zanesville and
Oakwood. I have known as a parish priest
what pride there is in presenting a class of
confirmands to the bishop - new students
of the Christian faith who are ready to
commit themselves deliberately to following and proclaiming Jesus. It is a new
joy, as a representative of the whole diocese, to be on the receiving end of that
presentation. We are all so indebted to the
many people - lay teachers and catechists,
deacons, priests, and mentors and models
of all sorts - who help all of us to identify
our hunger for holiness and give us guidance and encouragement as we make our
first steps along the way.
Of course, I've been thinking a lot about
my own confirmation, which was not so
great. I was 14. We had moved from Ann
Arbor, Mich., where no one was confirmed until the age of 15, to
Edwardsville, Illinois, where everyone

was confirmed at
age 11 to 12. I had
been in confirmation class in
Michigan
for
almost two years,
so I was signed up
right away for the
local bishop's next
visitation at a
parish about 10
miles away. It was
awful. I didn't
know a soul there,
and I felt too tall and gangly and old in
what seemed a sea of extremely wellturned out fifth-graders.
In the end, though, my associations with
confirmation were more positive. In those
days, no one received communion until he
or she was confirmed, so my best memory
of confirmation is closely linked with my
first experience of receiving Jesus in the
Eucharist. This happened to me on
Thanksgiving Day, 1965, at St. Andrew's
Church in Edwardsville. On that quiet
morning, with my parents and sister next
to me at the altar rail, I did not feel out of
place. I experienced the assurance of Jesus'
love for me and for everyone.
I am very glad that confirmation is no
longer the gateway to communion.
Baptism and communion fit together like
hand and glove, and the sooner an infant
who has been baptized can receive the
One into whom they have been baptized,
the better. But this begs the question, what
is confirmation for?
In the strict sense, confirmation adds
nothing to baptism, which is full and complete incorporation into the body of
Christ. But it marks our acceptance of this
incorporation, and it assures us of God's
support and help in taking on the obligations and spiritual adventures that come
our way as members of the body of Christ.
But let's be clear what this acceptance

BISHOP TOM
BREIDENTHAL

Bishop Breidenthal celebrated his first service as bishop at St. James, Zanesville. Pictured
with the Gillespie family, Bishop Breidenthal baptized Wyatt Ray Gillespie, the baby, and
confirmed Kimberly Nichole Gillespie, the baby's mother, and Anthony Ray Gillespie, in
red. Sherry and Ray Gillespie (pictured at either end) are the grandparents of Wyatt and
Anthony, and holding the baby is his dad, Jon Gillespie.
of our baptism means. It does not mean
the undoing of our utter dependence on
God. Christians have always been willing
to baptize infants, despite the fact that
infants cannot choose whether they shall
be baptized or not. We do this because we
know that none of us can claim to have
been saved by our own choice, let alone
by our own action. The power to call us
into being, and to save us when we have
sinned, belongs to God, and it is by God's
initiative that we exist and are reconciled
with God. Baptism is the acknowledgement that our lives are not our own, but
belong to God, just as God's own life
belongs to us.
So confirmation is not an occasion to gain
back the control that baptism gives away.
That is to say, confirmation is not the chance
to make up for the fact that we were baptized as infants without our consent.
Confirmation is our opportunity to yes to the
fact that God loves us and has a plan for us.
Our job is to trust in that plan and to

❖I X
Bishop
Breidenthal
is vested by
his chaplain
and longtime friend,
Mary
Haddad.
Photo by
Larry Davis

W

look and listen for it. I've been telling the
confirmands at Zanesville and Oakwood
that they should cultivate habits that make
looking and listening for God easier. One
practice I shared is probably well known
to many of you. This practice is to become
aware of your breathing in and out. It's
amazing how this can center us in any
moment and bring us to a place where we
can remember God and call upon God's
truth and love. Why? Because our need to
draw breath is a palpable reminder that
our existence depends in each moment on
something outside of ourselves.
We depend on God who created us, on
the neighbor who interacts with us, on the
whole church that teaches us how to care
for others and how to receive the care of
others. May we all be confirmed and
strengthened in this discipline of dependence.

Contact Bishop Breidenthal at
bishop_breidenthal@episcopal-dso.org.

N O T E S❖

hat a wonderful experience to see and to participate in the pageantry of the
consecration! One of my own personal experiences was the enjoyment of
singing in a 250-voice choir. However, an even more spiritual experience
came over me during the vesting of the Bishop. After he was in all his gorgeous vestments along with the other bishops in their finery, my mind's eye saw the picture of Jesus
in His simple white robe standing at the door waiting to be invited in. It came to me that
minutes before, Bishop Breidenthal also stood in his plain white robe after taking his
vows. For some reason, I felt the powerfulness of the spirit of Christ in His simplicity,
especially being present with the bishop as he opened himself to be our chief servant for
Christ.
I too want to thank the hundreds of people who did so much to make the consecration
so very special for all of us. They were truly servants beyond any imagination.

Judy Held
St. Peter's, Delaware
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Let us struggle together
to answer God’s call
THE RT. REV.
KENNETH L.
PRICE JR.

When Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori visits a diocese for the consecration of
a new bishop, she specifically requests that
time be set aside to meet with the clergy and
also with the other bishops who come for the
consecration. In addition, she likes to visit in
a local congregation and spend time with the
youth. All of this occurred last month when
she came to be the chief consecrator of
Bishop Tom Breidenthal. These activities are
reported throughout this issue of Interchange.
During our meeting as bishops, we spent
time reflecting on the current situation in the
Anglican Communion. Two bits of news concerning the Archbishop of Canterbury are
encouraging. First, he has publicly stated that he will meet with our
House of Bishops in New Orleans in September. Also invited are the
Primates' Steering Committee and the Anglican Consultative Council
Steering committee. As you know, I am on the House of Bishops
Planning Committee, and we will be meeting soon to plan for this visit.
We are anxious to meet with Archbishop Williams. We want to make
sure he has ample time to hear from us, observe how we interact, and
not feel pressured or put on the spot. Two days of our regular meeting
will be spent doing work projects and making congregational visitations in the Dioceses of Louisiana and Mississippi. It would be great if
he and some of the other primates could join us for this as well.
Bishop Jefferts Schori had just heard the morning she arrived that
the Primate of Nigeria was coming to Virginia to install an overseeing bishop for those in this country who have affiliated with Nigeria.
Our Presiding Bishop asked him not to come. In addition, the
Archbishop of Canterbury made the same request. Although neither
request was honored, it was a second signal from the Archbishop
that he is willing to respond to us.
Two days after this meeting, I was in Washington, D.C. While
there, David Beers, the chancellor to the Presiding Bishop, shared
some frank and cogent thoughts on the current situation. His take is
that while three Archbishops from Africa are still very vocal in their
criticism of the American Church, that there is developing a calmer
approach to the current matters which separate us. Although neither
he nor anyone else is predicting what may lie ahead, there seems to
be a growing sense of hopefulness. It has been reported that only 33
congregations of the 7,800 which make up the Episcopal Church have
officially affiliated with CANA, the Nigerian presence in this country.
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Bishop Price is the first to offer a congratulatory hug to Bishop
Breidenthal after the consecration. Also pictured is Bishop Bill Black,
Southern Ohio's VII Bishop.Photo by Larry Davis
There may be more yet to come, but it is still a small percentage.
In contrast, there is still a vast number of congregations which are
remaining in the Episcopal Church. They represent the broadest
spectrum of opinions and positions possible. This is Anglicanism in
its fullest sense. The recent call from some corners of the
Communion for everyone to think and believe alike is as far from
Anglican tradition as can be. For decades, the Communion, with its
rich multi-cultural dimension, has had toleration and acceptance of
varying practices and points of view at his heart.
I believe that for all of the differences in interpretation of what it
means to be faithful to Jesus Christ, most of us in the Episcopal
Church want to struggle together to try to answer God's call for us to
serve God and our fellow Christians. While we may disagree over
certain practices, one thing we have in common is that we are all sinners who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ. Given that great gift,
we now have a full-time job just trying to live into our own redemption without trying to manage the lives of everyone else around us.
I believe that as we continue to practice this in the Episcopal
Church, we can model it for the wider communion. It is a good time
to be an Episcopalian and an Anglican. Praise God for the opportunities that lie before us.

Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio. Contact him at bishopken@aol.com.

❖ CONSECRATION ❖

‘Make Thomas a bishop in your Church’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
The 2 1/2 hour service was marked with
both moments of joy and celebration and
time for prayer and silence. A 250-voice
diocesan choir led the day's music, which
was complemented by musicians representing the diversity of the diocese - from
Appalachian folk music to African spirituals, from praise dancers and drumming
to classical hymns.
In the 200-member procession, deacons carried in water from the Ohio
River and six of its major tributaries.
After they poured the water in the font,
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori blessed the water. Then seven
bishops asperged the congregation with
the water – a reminder of baptism and of
water as a symbol of renewal and new
life. The monetary offering of more than
$6,000 for the day was donated to
Episcopal Relief & Development for
clean water initiatives around the world.
The Diocese of Southern Ohio is strongly committed to working toward the fulfillment of the Millennium Development
Goals adopted by the United Nations.
Environmental sustainability, including
providing clean water, is among those
eight goals.
In his sermon, the Rt. Rev. Christopher
Epting, bishop for ecumenical relations
for The Episcopal Church, cautioned
about the dramatic tension that exists for
bishops between two of their vows: that
of guarding the faith and unity of the
church with being merciful to all. The
baptismal vows compel bishops – and
everyone – to try and strike a balance
between the two, Bishop Epting said.
To assist in finding that balance, one
must maintain a spiritual discipline of
daily prayer and Bible study, weekly
Eucharist and annual retreat, said Bishop

Left: Twenty bishops laid hands
upon Bishop Breidenthal, praying
“Therefore Father, make Thomas a
bishop in your church.”
Below: Bishop Breidenthal, the IX
Bishop of Southern Ohio, offers the
Eucharistic bread to Bishop Bill
Black, the VII Bishop of Southern
Ohio.
Photos by Larry Davis

Epting. These disciplines help focus
attention on God's mission for the church,
he said.
Several people presented Bishop
Breidenthal with gifts representing his
ministry in the diocese – including his
vestments, a Bible, crozier and pectoral
cross.
Bishop Breidenthal made his first visitation the next day to St. James,
Zanesville. St. James is the historic first
visitation for a new diocesan bishop in
Southern Ohio. According to the Rev.
John Carson, a long-time historian of the
diocese, this tradition began when the first
bishop of Ohio, Philander Chase, traveled
by horseback from Philadelphia after his
consecration in 1819. The first congregation he came to in Ohio was Zanesville,
where he officiated on Feb 26, 1819.
Carson writes, “The other part of the
story was that after the consecration of
Bishop Boyd Vincent, he was told that the
tradition was that he lead his first service
in Zanesville, which he thought was a

suburb of Cincinnati, and after a long
train ride, he found that it was a bit further
in eastern Ohio.”
Bishop Jefferts Schori also preached
and celebrated on April 29. She visited
with the people of St. Andrew's, Dayton,
a small, urban congregation committed to
outreach and mission.
Bishop Breidenthal, 56, is the former Dean of Religious Life and of the
Chapel at Princeton University. He
was elected by the clergy and laity of
the Diocese of Southern Ohio at its
annual convention in November in

The Bishop's
Haircut
When I first met him
It was spikey
Which he wore while being
A Dean at Princeton
I liked it, I liked him
Now each follicle is doing
It's obilgatory duty by
Lying down in flatland
One has to give up things
To be a bishop.
Ginny Buckley
St. Christopher, Fairborn

Bishop Breidenthal offers the final
blessing at the close of the consecration service.

❖I X

F

Portsmouth. The journey for this election began more than 1,200 days earlier when Southern Ohio's eighth bishop, Bishop Herbert Thompson Jr.,
called for the election of his successor.
Between November 2004 and the consecration of April 28, 2007, the
Diocese of Southern Ohio experienced
the moratorium on Episcopal consents
and two complete bishop searches, as
well as hosted General Convention in
2006 and buried their beloved Bishop
Thompson eight months after his
retirement.

N O T E S❖

or the first time in the history of the diocese, folks who couldn't physically travel to
Columbus for the consecration were able to participate at the same time. The diocese
webcast the service, streaming it live on the Internet. Nearly 400 viewers clicked in,
watching for an average of 35 minutes.
Writes the Rev. Merrick Danforth, the former rector of St. John,: “From one of your retired
priest families living in Florida, we wish to thank you and those responsible for the coverage
we received on our computer. I printed the entire program, thus we could sing along with all
of you in Columbus. It was a great event, and we only wish we could have been there with
you in person. We were with you in spirit.”
A DVD of highlights of the service is being sent to every congregation. Anyone wishing
to order a personal copy can purchase one online at www.episcopal-dso.org. Look for the link
from the homepage. Cost: $8.
Also online: a photo gallery and slide show of the consecration
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F

irst, hats off, a salute and thanksgiving to the Rev. Stephen Applegate for his
excellent guidance in the preparations and execution of the consecration
service. Well done. The diversity of the music reflected the diversity that I
am aware of that lives within the diocese. As the seven jars of river water were
poured into a single baptismal font, I thought, well, we may come from different
corners of this part of God's Kingdom but we are united indeed in one Body and
one Spirit. I felt genuinely blessed by the sight of 20 bishops wearing their own
unique miter and cope parading across the stage and the Very Rev. Katharine
Jefferts Schori presiding because, wow, my friends, that was a dynamic reflection
of what is the Episcopal Church! I was also very happy that 17 parishioners from
St. Andrew's were in attendance. From all reports, they too enjoyed and were
blessed by the event. The wonderful outcome is that, through their participation, a
mission congregation drew even closer to the diocese. The experience personally
strengthened their relationships with the diocese as well. Also, it seemed very
appropriate, following the consecration and celebration of the IX Bishop, our new
shepherd, that the next day turned out to be one of the Good Shepherd Sundays.
The grace of God works in the most wonderful ways; and I was glad to witness the
same on April 28.

The Rev. Frank A. Edmands II
St. Andrew's, Pickerington

All of the bishops present at the service took part in a “sealing” ceremony. They pressed
their Episcopal rings into hot wax, creating a seal that is part of the consecration certificate for Bishop Briedenthal (inset). At left, Bishop Benjamin Omosebi signs the document. Photos by Julie Murray

I

wish those of you who weren't able to make it
could have seen Thomas our bishop and Katharine
our Presiding Bishop clapping and swaying as we
sang the South African hymn “We are marching in the
light of God.” Between them, they had more rhythm
than any two bishops I've ever seen! And they were
visibly happy. The entire Mershon Auditorium rocked
with them in the joy of resurrection! I wish you could
have watched it and felt it as bishops sprayed the people with blessed water from the baptismal font, taken
from the seven rivers of the diocese. And how I wish
you could have heard, as many of us did, the choir of
more than 200 voices, including many from Good
Shepherd, joined by a congregation 10 times their size
and many instruments and soloists. We did a good and
glorious thing. And we did it full out, with joy.

The Rt. Rev. Christopher Epting,
ecumenical officer for The
Episcopal Church, preaches during the consecration.

Deacon George Snyder and Bishop Callon Holloway of the Southern Ohio
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church prepare to asperge the congregation with water from seven rivers of Southern Ohio. Photo by Larry Davis
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The Rev. Bill Carroll
Rector, Good Shepherd, Athens
Excerpted from his sermon delivered April 29

❖ CONSECRATION ❖
SEEN & HEARD
“It is a delight to be in this
city that called me into something new,” said Presiding
Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori, who was elected as the
primate of the Episcopal
Church last June in Columbus.
She praised the choice of
Bishop Breidenthal as the spiritual leader of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. “I have a sense
you will be much pleased in
each other's company.”
After Bishop Breidenthal
learned of his election as the IX
Bishop of Southern Ohio, he
talked with his good friend and
colleague, the Rev. Stephen
White, the Episcopal chaplain
at Princeton University. “Tom
blurted out, 'I don't know anything about being a bishop,'”
White shared during his keynote
address at the Friday banquet.
“I told him, 'That's OK. It hasn't
stopped anyone else.'”

Lucy Breidenthal, the bishop's daughter, reads the lesson from Isaiah. Photo by Larry Davis

A

s the Presiding Bishop began the liturgy, I found
myself in tears. The leader of our church is a
woman with a gentle voice. I am so incredibly
proud of our Episcopal Church. Many moments during the
consecration reminded me of our willingness to be the
church for everyone.
When the bishop's daughter Magdalene approched him
with the thurible during the offertory, I was again moved.
What a moment. It brought to my mind my own daughter
serving as thurifer at my ordination to the priesthood in
1986 and me being thurifer at hers 20 years later.

The Rev. Tom Van Brunt
Vicar, Church of the Good Samaritan, Clermont County

White said that Bishop
Breidenthal will “startle you
with his biblical insights … He
is incredibly sensitive with the
heart of a pastor.” As much as
White said he wanted his friend
to stay at Princeton, he also
understands that the “The
church needs people like Tom
as bishops … He will keep you
focused on mission and Jesus
Christ.”
When asked by the youth
about a goal for her episcopate, Presiding Bishop
Katharine Jefferts Schori said,
“That every Episcopalian
understand his or her ministry
and use it to fulfill the reign of
God.”

Above: Bishop Breidenthal accepts the thurible from his
daughter, Magdalene, who served as thurifer. Photo by
Larry Davis
Right: Katharine Cross, daughter of the Rev. Canon Myrick
Cross of Christ Church Cathedral, serves as one of the
acolytes. Youth from across the diocese served as
acolytes, ushers and greeters. Photo by Julie Murray.
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Above, a 250-voice choir led the music for the service, which
included 40 different pieces of music. Marti Rideout served as
volunteer conductor for the event.
At left, the Rootdown Family Band performs. Photos by Julie
Murray

M

y husband and I are beside ourselves
with excitement over our new bishop, the
splendid music and pageantry of
Saturday’s gathering, the river theme and the
inclusive nature of the litany. I am an urban
Appalachian, originally from West Virginia and

seldom have I heard my music in church. When I
walked into the Mershon Auditorium and the
Rootdown Family Band was playing music, I
knew we were in for a good day.
Now, I could go on for another two hours about St.
Andrews and the Presiding Bishop. I have waited 69

3/4 years for this kind of leadership. Do you think
either Bishop Tom or Bishop Katharine could use a
“roadie?” I'm about to buy a RV and follow her
around the country.

Rose Dwight
Christ Church, Dayton

The youth of the diocese laid hands upon their new bishop and prayed for him. Photo by Hayward Learn

A
Just 12 hours before his consecration, Fr. Breidenthal
celebrates the Eucharist with the youth of the diocese.
Photo by Richelle Thompson

fter the dancing began at the reception on
Friday evening, then Bishop-elect
Breidenthal and his family, along with the
Presiding Bishop, Bonnie Anderson and Bishop
Kenneth L. Price Jr. made their way to St. Stephen's,
Columbus. They joined more than 130 people in a
celebration and Eucharist. Youth and young adults
from 27 different congregations in the diocese came
together for an overnight retreat and party called
Celebrate 9. As part of the gathering, the youth
asked their guests questions about their ministry and
relationship with God – and fun things like whether
they use hot or cold water to brush their teeth.
The youth laid hands upon the bishops and
Anderson, praying for them. They also presented
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special gifts to the Breidenthal family. Dick Stem
of St. Andrew's, Dayton, crafted a handmade
wooden stool for Bishop Breidenthal as a
reminder to always sit among the people. His
wife, Patsy, created a stained glass window with
the youth program logo. The youth also gave the
Breidenthal family fun gifts like Ohio State Tshirts, gift cards and pictures – and an iPod for
the new bishop to keep him rocking while he
travels for visitations.
During the consecration, Roger Speer, director
of youth ministry, presented Bishop Breidenthal
with a booklet of 52 prayers, written by the youth
during the gathering to accompany the bishop
during each week of the next year.

❖ CONSECRATION ❖

Preparing the way: a church
welcomes the Presiding Bishop
Easter 2

BY THE REV. JANE GERDSEN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

We met to discuss A Wing and a Prayer
from 9:15-10:15 that morning. I was
amazed at how inspired we were by her
writings. Each of us was struck by the
diverse images and analogies that she used
to demonstrate how God is working in our
world. That morning after service, we also
had an acolyte training session and finalized plans for our “All Hands on Deck”
parish work day the following Sunday.

The Call
I was upstairs in the Sunday school
classrooms, when I heard the phone ring.
I was tempted to let it go to voicemail, but
I ran down the hall to find the nearest
phone and just barely picked up.
“Jane, how would you like to have the
presiding bishop come to St. Andrew's?” I
heard the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust say. I
paused, not quite sure I had heard correctly.
“Of course, we would love to…but why
St. Andrew's?” Canon Zust explained that
the presiding bishop was looking for a
small, mission-oriented church to visit the
morning after the consecration, and St.
Andrew's seemed a good possibility.
Canon Zust instructed me to do the impossible: “Wait to announce this until we hear
confirmation from the Presiding Bishop's
office.”

April 16-21
I spent the week in New Orleans hoping
and praying that everything would get
done. Although truth be told, we also
were amazed at the impact that people of
faith were having in such a broken city.
Our parishioners joined a group from
Calvary, Clifton, and helped gut several
houses that had not been touched, even 18
months after the flooding. The destruction,
the mold and gigantic cockroaches were
overwhelming. Exhausted but inspired,
we returned Saturday night and prepared
to continue our week of manual labor the
next day.

March 27

The Rev. Jane Gerdsen presents Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori a gift from the
Two weeks later, Canon Zust called congregation. Photo by Richelle Thompson
back to confirm. St. Andrew's, Dayton,
now had three and half weeks to plan for
Easter 3
this incredible honor and a once-in-a-lifetime visit. As would bring as their guests that day.
We
all
wore
our work clothes to church and as soon as
I ordered another batch of books from Amazon.
soon as I hung up from that second phone call, I took a
church
let
out,
we had the largest crew of workers St.
Our sexton and a few volunteers started some work
few deep breaths and began making lists: improvement
Andrew's
has
seen
for a parish workday in a generation
projects around the church, reception details, music, projects in the church: cleaning out the pantry, patching
(maybe
ever).
More
than 50 parishioners (some we
media, security, people to call, things to think about and a few cracks, repainting a spare room. Obviously we
rarely
see)
showed
up
to help spruce up the church and
projects to delegate. Luckily I had a few good friends in knew the presiding bishop would not be checking out our
grounds.
Young
and
old,
we raked, weeded, trimmed,
the diocese who helped me think through all the details pantry, but it seemed as good a time as any to take on
mulched
(five
yards
of
mulch),
and planted flowers. We
those projects that we had been putting off!
and prepare for such an amazing opportunity.
hung our new sign outside St. Andrew's red door. Inside,
I decided that as a parish we had to read Katharine Easter Sunday
a crew worked polishing pews, dusting, washing winJeffert Schori's book, A Wing and A Prayer: A Message
No plans for the PB visit happened this day. We had dows and cleaning the kitchen. We ironed tablecloths and
of Faith and Hope. So that very day I ordered 30 copies
our early morning vigil and a big parish breakfast, an washed serving dishes. Within in an hour and a half, our
from Amazon and had the books shipped to the church.
Easter Egg hunt and our festive 10:30 Easter service. work was done. Many hands make light work! We all
Palm Sunday
Everyone went home to celebrate Easter with their fam- gathered in the parish hall for a lunch of fried chicken
and sides. The energy buzzing around was exhilarating!
The books arrived in time for Sunday, and I ilies.
announced our upcoming visit. We sold all 30 copies of Easter Week
April 23-28
the book that day. We also held two meetings after
No rest for the weary. Monday morning we were back
With less than a week to go, we began to make the
church: one for people interested in helping with planto making plans. I began planning the service booklet. final touches. I edited and re-edited the worship booklet.
ning for the reception and another for those willing to
The only direction I was given was that the presiding I talked with Richelle Thompson about press releases.
help with church improvements and plan an all-parish
bishop only uses “approved Episcopal texts” for wor- We contacted again our local police department and
work day.
ship. So, I went forward with choosing the prayers and hired a security guard for the big day. We started making
Holy Week
narrowing down our music choices. Plans were finalized name tags, and the phone began ringing off the hook.
I did a brief interview with our local reporter from the
In the busy days of preparing for my first Easter serv- with the musicians.
We also had been working since fall on getting new Dayton Daily News, and I sent out a reminder e-mail to
ice and sermon, we continued making more plans for the
visit. I talked with several musicians both within the signs for our parking lots and next to our main entrance. the parish with all the details about parking and what
parish and some who were not members and began plan- Our junior warden had also been designing new wel- time to arrive.
During our usual Wednesday evening choir practice,
ning the music for the service that would reflect the come brochures, cards and banners for our parish hall. So
we
gathered all the extra musicians for a rehearsal for
the
push
was
on
to
have
all
of
these
new
materials
ready
diversity of St. Andrew's.
Sunday morning. At the end of the two-hour rehearsal,
I also considered whether we needed to do tickets, in the next two weeks.
name tags or reservations and how to handle crowd conI was heading to New Orleans with a few parishioners we were excited and nervous for Sunday.
As we finalized the guest list, printed nametags and
trol. One day, a long-time parishioner and I tried to fig- the following week for a mission trip that had been
ure out how many seats our sanctuary could really hold. planned months earlier. I debated canceling and staying began printing 250 worship booklets, I began to worry
We tried sitting in the pews and counting how many bod- in Dayton to continue planning but finally decided that about everything that could go wrong. Fortunately, there
ies could fit in each pew. We decided upon a system of such a decision would have been contrary to everything was not much time to worry. The week flew by.
name tags and reservations. We also created something Katharine Jefferts Schori stood for. So, I left my lists and Parishioners were on hand to help with everything from
never before seen at St. Andrew's: a sign-up sheet for instructions with our church staff and decided that prayer
PLEASE SEE NEXT PAGE
who would be in church April 29 and who members would have to suffice for the next week.
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Bonnie Anderson, president of the House of Deputies and the leading lay person
in the Episcopal Church, sat down for a few minutes with Interchange editor Richelle
Thompson to talk about the future of the Episcopal Church. She's optimistic.
Here are excerpts of the conversation:
“I think we are to be shifting to our primary mission of ministry in the world. But
in order to really be on mission, we have to understand our identity. I think the
Episcopal Church has a lot of room for developing a public narrative … We're not as
good at articulating our faith and identity.”
Anderson said she intends to build plenary discussions at General Convention
around the dialog of mission and to empower and equip people to talk about identity. “We are a relational church. It's important to have opportunities for input and dialog.”
Anderson offered advice to the diocese in transition.
“It's a rare opportunity to bring forward the importance of all orders in the

Photos by Julie Murray
church. We need to move to a more circular model of ministry and away from the
pyramid model. That diminishes the gifts that we all bring – from bishops to
priests to deacons to lay people. We must give mutual respect, dignity and
empowerment.”
Anderson said she encourages everyone to consider what would happen “if we all
took the baptismal covenant seriously. What would our church look like?”

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOIUS PAGE
making banners to folding and stapling all those worship
booklets.
Saturday was the consecration, and several of our
parishioners and four of our youth went to Columbus
Friday night for the Celebrate 9 event. Several others
drove early Saturday morning to participate in Bishop
Breidenthal's consecration. It was a magnificent day. As
we drove back to Dayton that afternoon, none of us could
believe that Katharine Jefferts Schori would be at St.
Andrew's the next morning.

Easter 4
We arrived early (our 8 a.m. service was canceled
because everyone wanted to be there for the visit). We
opened the doors, made coffee, and took a few deep
breaths. I tried to do the few last minute things, making
sure we knew where everyone would sit and how the
communion stations would work. The musicians were
setting up, and the choir arrived to practice. Parishioners
were flowing in the doors, helping organize and set up
the food for the reception and welcome all our visitors.
Finally, Bishop Katharine arrived, walking in the
doors and putting everyone at ease. We left her things
in the library and explained the service to her. Before
we knew it, we were all vested and preparing to walk
down the aisle. The service was so joyful, her sermon
inspiring, and the music uplifting. Everything went
according to plan and the Spirit filled the space. Our
nave was full of people who were singing and praising
God with such enthusiasm. Bishop Katharine commented on the joy and diversity here. Everyone wanted to meet her. We managed to make our way to the
parish hall and get a cup of coffee. Surrounded by
tables piled high with food, Katharine graciously greeted people and asked them about themselves. As the
room slowly emptied, Katharine finally had a chance
to sit down and eat something herself and continue to
visit with a few of us.
When she finally left to drive to Indianapolis where
she had a meeting the next day, we felt as if a breath of
fresh air had blown through the church. Her grace, her
humility, her sense of humor and her calm were infectious. We were honored and humbled and inspired by her
words but most of all by her presence. St. Andrew's has
been changed through this experience. It is my hope and
prayer that our church also will be transformed by the
leadership of such an amazing woman.

Above:
Presiding
Bishop
Katharine
Jefferts Schori
greets parishioners after
the service.
Left:
Parishioners
plant flowers
as part of
getting the
church
grounds
ready for the
visit from by
the Presiding
Bishop.

The Rev. Jane Gerdsen is priest-in-charge of St. Andew's,
Dayton. She was ordained to the priesthood last June.
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Margaret Breidenthal, wife of the bishop, celebrates during the dinner on Friday evening. Photo by Larry Davis

The choir of St. Philip's, Columbus, offered grace before the dinner on Friday. Photo by Larry Davis

Lucy Breidenthal laughs with a family friend before the
dinner on Friday. Photo by Larry Davis

Nearly 2,000 attended a reception following the service on
Saturday. Photo by Julie Murray

Above: The youngest members of St.
Simon's Praise Dancers prepare to
perform before the consecration.
Photo by Julie Murray
Left: Bishop William Persell of
Chicago examines artwork on exhibit
at the Martin Luther King Performing
and Cultural Arts Complex, where the
Friday's dinner was held. All of the
art in this exhibit was made from
recycled materials. Photo by Fred
Johnson
Bottom left Presiding Bishop
Katharine Jefferts Schori talks with
the Rev. Stephen Applegate, chair of
the consecration committee. Photo
by Larry Davis

Bishop Price flagged down the Presiding Bishop's car so that these young adults could get their picture taken with the
chief pastor of The Episcopal Church. Photo by Hayward Learn
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The newly consecrated Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal Photo by Larry Davis
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NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati West
St. James, Westwood, in partnership with Central
Fairmount Elementary School, sponsored an end-ofthe-year picnic for students. In addition to providing all
the supplies for the picnic, parishioners also pitched in
by baking lots of cookies for the picnic. St. James also
is working with the school to set up a summer tutoring
program for students.
Twelve parishioners from Christ Church, Glendale,
recently spent a morning at the Free Store/Food Bank warehouse sorting food items. These hard workers completed 124
boxes of sorted food in three hours. Kudos to Teresa Benson,
Donna Boggs, Carlos de Jesus, Erica Henschen, Chris
Kelsen, Katie McNamara, David Payne Celine Shirooni,
Beth Smith, Anna Smith, Pat Stroz and Tom Todd!

Columbus
The Church of St. Edward, Whitehall, is starting a
new visitor outreach volunteer program. The volunteers
will sign up to visit their visitors with 24-48 hours after the
Sunday service, taking along gifts of bread, cookies and
St. Ed's travel mugs, as well as an informational brochure
about the Church of St. Edward. This is a great way to let
visitors know that members of the congregation are happy
they came and that members hope to see them again!
Children at All Saints, New Albany, and their families were excited to learn that their contributions to the
ark banks and the Heifer jar netted a collection of
$1,066. This money will purchase eight goats, a flock of
chicks and a gaggle of geese for needy families
throughout the world through Heifer International.
Writers and storytellers from St. John, Worthington,
are forming a creative writing collective. A creative
writing collective is a group that seeks to stretch their
knowledge and experience with writing in a supportive
group of like-minded individuals. The emphasis is on
sharing and constructive criticism of the writer's own
works. The facilitator of the group is Alec Fleschner, a
doctoral student in rhetoric and writing at Bowling
Green State University. For more information about the
collective, contact St. John's at 614.846.5180.
St. Mark, Upper Arlington, held their best (and first)
talent show ever in April, with many talented parishioners showcasing their talents. Both performing and
visual arts were celebrated. The show was preceded by
a parish potluck dinner with lots of tasty entrees.
Performing artists included tap dancers, a ventriloquist,
vocalists, musicians playing dulcimer, guitar and
recorder and a stand-up comedian. Visual arts displayed
included needlepoint, jewelry, oil painting, word carving, clay, pottery and photography. What a talented

Christ Church, Springfield, member Zoe Spangler, along with team member
Michael Hickey, won a silver medal at the state convention of the FCCLA (Family,
Career and Community Leaders of America). Their project, called Project Salad,
focused on teaching children about nutrition.
Alice Brownell, St. Mark, Upper Arlington, has been named a National Merit
Scholar. Brownell will attend Ohio Wesleyan University in the fall.
Andy Taylor of St. Andrew, Pickerington, has been cast as the doctor and the
old man in the Actor's Theatre production of King Lear, scheduled for performance
in late July and early August in Schiller Park in Columbus.
Denie Hedley, Christ Church, Dayton, has been named president of the Dayton
chapter of the Concord Chapter of Colonial Dames XVII Century, a group of
women who have authenticated their ancestors to the founders who settled the 13
original colonies before 1701.
The Rev. Dcn. Ernestein Flemister, Leslie Flemming and Dave KendallSperry have been accepted from Bexley Hall Seminary in Columbus to participate in the Preaching Excellence Program June 3-8. Flemister is scheduled to be
ordained to the priesthood on June 16. Flemming and Kendall-Sperry are scheduled to be ordained to the transitional diaconate June 23.

bunch! Plans already are underway for next year's show.
Gardeners at St. Luke, Granville, had a unique opportunity to expand their gardens. Parishioner Ginny
Sharkey hosted a perennial exchange party at her home.
Attendees were asked to bring a plant to share, and then
they could choose one from someone else's garden to take
home. Everyone was invited to bring a friend and fellow
gardener with them to expand the variety of choices.

Dayton
Two saints portrayed in the stained glass windows at
St. George, Washington Township, were singled out for
special recognition this past month. The Li Tim-Oi
Foundation, which provides scholarship funds for
women in the global South who are pursuing theological education, is using the image of one window for its
publicity materials. The window depicts Florence Li
Tim-Oi, the first woman ordained a priest in the worldwide Anglican Communion. The second window, features Davis Oakerhater, the first Native American
ordained in the Episcopal Church. The image of this
window is being used on the national Episcopal Church
website as a part of its “Faces of Christ” art gallery.
The youth group at Christ Church, Xenia, is selling
bird houses for bluebirds, finches, wrens and other small
birds. Parishioner Glenn Donovan is helping the youth
build the birdhouses, which sell for $20 each. The proceeds of the sale benefit the youth Appalachian mission
trip in July. For more information about purchasing a
birdhouse, contact Christ Church at 937.372.1594.

Miami River
The Fishers of Men from St. Mary Magdalene,
Maineville, headed out for their third annual trout fishing expedition in April. The fishermen traveled to the
Caney Fork River in central Tennessee and stayed in
cabins in the Edgar Evans State Park where they perfected their craft of fly fishing, bait and spin-casting. Of
course, being fishers of men as well as of trout, all were
invited to bring along a friend to introduce them to the
St. Mary Magdalene church family.
St. Anne, West Chester, will begin participating this
summer in the faith-based sports ministry Upward.
Upward is a national Christian sports organization that
has operated in the St. Anne area through the game of
basketball. They would now like to expand into other
sports, and St. Anne's will be the location for Upward
Flag Football. The Upward basketball program has
grown from 200 boys and girls in the West Chester area
to more than 1,200 this past winter. Bringing flag football to St. Anne's has the potential to introduce hundreds
of local families to St. Anne's and the Episcopal Church.

Northwest
The men of Trinity, Troy, fixed a scrumptious Mother's
Day breakfast for all the female members of the parish. The
menu included egg stratas, blueberry muffins, fruit and
beverages. The Mother's Day breakfast is an annual event
at Trinity. Calling all men of the Diocese of Southern Ohio:
call Trinity at 937.335.7747 and find out how they do this!
(FYI: I'm partial to bacon and cheddar strata.)

Ohio River
The Rev. Anthony Guillen, Episcopal church
Missioner for Latino/Hispanic Ministries, preached in
English and Spanish at the Church of Our Saviour,
Cincinnati, in April. Afterwards he joined parishioners
in a discussion of the importance of having a bilingual
congregation rather than two largely separate congregations which meet in the same church at different times.
Thanks to outreach by the Rev. Paula Jackson, the Rev.
Rosa Autry and members of the congregation, the historic church now welcomes many Spanish speaking
members each week. The fully bi-lingual liturgy has
been facilitated by seasonal prayer books in which the
Spanish text is printed on the left side of the page and
the English on the right. Many of the hymnal are in
Spanish, while more familiar ones from the Hymnal and
Lift Every Voice and Sing also are included in each service. Pentecost will bring many new languages to the traditional reading, with members reading in Mam, Quiche
and other Mayan languages as well as Spanish, French,
German and Italian.

Scioto River
Mother's Day at St. Mary, Hillsboro, was celebrated
in high style! Harpist Christine Ramsey, Bexley Hall
student and member of St. James, Columbus, provided
music during the service. And all the ladies of St. Mary
were invited to wear their favorite hat to church, to highlight the unique place women hold in our lives in a fun
and fashionable way.
St. Andrew, Washington Court House, celebrated
new life and the promise of God through the resurrection
of Jesus on Rogation Sunday, a day set apart to pray for
the growing season. Rogation days are days in the Easter
season when we gather in prayer and ask God to bless
the fields and to thank God for the season and the opportunity to labor in the field. Parishioners were invited to
bring to church with them the soil that they would be cultivating (from flower pot to field), seeds or seedlings of
vegetables or flowers, and tools of the trade, be it trowel, rake, shovel or tractor; all to be blessed and to pray
that the season will yield a fruitful and bountiful harvest.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something
to share Around the Diocese? Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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ENS: The 39th annual meeting and conference of the Union of Black
Episcopalians (UBE) is set for July 2-6 at the Hilton Americas Hotel in
Houston, Texas. An estimated 300 Episcopalians will gather under the
theme "Telling Our Story: Hearing God's Call for Reconciliation" for a
time of reflection, renewal, and some re-visioning.
"Our theme of reconciliation provides an opportunity for us, as black
people living in these times, to indeed walk with God," said Dianne
Audrick Smith, annual meeting coordinator. "It is a family reunion time in
the church where we see old friends, get caught up, and have an opportunity to stretch our minds theologically."
The five-day intergenerational assemblage, hosted by the John Dublin
Epps Chapter of UBE and the Diocese of Texas, will celebrate the lives,
contributions, and sacrifices of people of color and women clergy.
"It [the conference] is a chance to better understand some of the key
issues facing the church in general and the black church specifically," said
Smith. "We are treated to times of meditation and then jump into the fray
of the church as a political animal."
In addition, a video developed and produced by the Texas Commission
on Black Ministry will be shown on Texas' black Episcopal history. It contains a narrative listing of prominent blacks (lay and priests) who have
been active in the Diocese of Texas.
Although each conference is unique, there are elements that have
become a constant.
"There will be spiritually uplifting Eucharist, wonderful music, opportunities to share with family and friends, active participation by young

people and thoughtful and sometimes inciting sermons that will serve as
reinforcements of the marvelous ways in which we as black people contribute and indeed lead this Episcopal Church of ours," said Smith.
Youth will have an integral role in all aspects of the conference including leading a special youth Eucharist service on July 4 and spending time
with Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori.
Bishop Jefferts Schori will be the preacher for the reconciliation
Eucharist on the morning of July 4. Her investiture, said Smith, was a signal to the Episcopal Church and to the Anglican Communion of the power
of God "to work through women in the church and to work with diligence
to bring us all to God's reconciling love and acceptance of all of our gifts."
In describing the Eucharist, Smith said, "In many places the Episcopal
Church is seen as a homogeneous body with very little diversity. I think in the
Eucharistic celebration, we have the opportunity to say that we rejoice in our
diversity, not just as a byword but as part of the rich heritage of the church."
Referencing Ephesians 3:20 – "We are strengthened by God whose
power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than
all we can ask or imagine" – Smith said that it is vital that Bishop Jefferts
Schori speak to "the reign of God and God's work in the world."
"Her life is about working in God's abundance, a message that UBE and
indeed the church must hear," she explained. "We will celebrate with her
in this abundance and continue the work for social justice that God has
called us to."
Bonnie Anderson, president of the House of Deputies of the Episcopal
Church, will also be present for a portion of the conference.

SCHOLAR’S CORNER
In my column from last month, I seem
to have “stepped into it.” I received a
number of heart-felt and impassioned emails from people (including Gary
Brusman, my senior warden at St.
Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati) who
took strong objection to the column. I will
try to respond to those e-mails and to the
objections and comments that others may
have had to it but didn’t write to me about
it.
I try to be careful with my words in
these columns because I know people
read them carefully, and I don’t want to
say anything that is wrong (if I can help it)
or something that will be misunderstood.
So I strive for clarity (as well as brevity).
Please note what I said and what I didn’t
say in the May column.
I pointed to the fact noticed by many
Christians who have friends who are Jews
or Muslims or belong to other nonChristian religions that there are some
non-Christians who seem to be devout
and to have a deep spirituality. I then proposed a possible partial way we
Christians might explain this apparent
fact of real spirituality among nonChristians: the distinction between a heart
that loves God and a mind that holds mistaken ideas. If a Baptist can accept that a
Methodist (who believes in infant bap-

tism) can – despite holding that wrong
doctrine – still be saved by accepting
Christ as Savior, then maybe, by extension, a person could have a heart that is
open to God, even though they hold not
one but many wrong beliefs and do not
accept the basic beliefs of Christianity
about Jesus (such as incarnation, atonement and the resurrection).
Please note that I did not say that Jews,
Muslims, and other non-Christians are
right in their denial of these central
Christian doctrines or that Christians
should cease to hold them. I did not deny
the Trinity, the full divinity and full
humanity of the Incarnate Christ, the
atonement on the cross, the bodily resurrection of Christ on Easter Day or the
second coming of Christ. These are all
basic, essential Christian beliefs that distinguish orthodox Christians from heterodox (heretical) Christians and from nonChristians. These beliefs should by no
means be given up. To do so would be to
place oneself outside the historic
Christian faith.
One of the common errors people make
is to think that in order to have respectful
dialogue with others, one must discard
any beliefs that the other people do not
share and agree with them on everything.
But to do this is not to be honest about

what you really
think. That is no
basis for a relationship between
people of different religious traditions (or for that
matter, for a
romantic relationship). You have to
“keep it real.”
The fact is, there
are real differences of belief
between Christians and non-Christians,
and these can and should be talked about.
I also did not say that Christians should
not share their faith with non-Christians.
The things that we believe and know as
Christians about God and Jesus and all the
rest of Christianity we can and should
share with others. Our message is one of
Good News and it should be shared.
Remember the Great Commission, “Go
therefore and make disciples of all
nations...” (Matt. 28:19) and what Paul
says, “Woe to me if I do not preach the
gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16).
I started with our experience of the
spirituality of some non-Christians and
suggested that the distinction between
the heart that loves God and the mind

13

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

that holds some mistaken beliefs might
help us understand from a Christian perspective how it could be possible for
there to be real spirituality outside
Christianity. I didn’t claim to have dealt
with all the theological problems with
the idea of non-Christians ending up in
heaven. I didn’t even try to deal with the
biblical verses like “I am the Way and
the Truth and the Life. No one comes to
the Father except through me” (John
14:6). This is clearly a major problem in
the discussion of whether nonChristians go to heaven. My goal was
much more modest: to start not from
Christology but from lived experience
and to ask others better trained in theology to offer us help in understanding the
authentic religious experience on the
part of non-Christians that some of us
think we have witnessed and have wondered how to explain.
The Rev. William Gartig is priest-in-charge at
St. Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati. He has
a doctorate degree in religion from Hebrew
Union College and teaches religious studies
at Northern Kentucky University. Questions
about the Bible or other religious subjects
may be sent to 2146 Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CALENDAR
May
27 – Cincinnati Area Confirmations at Christ Church Cathedral, 3 p.m.
28 – Diocesan offices closed for Memorial Day.

June
2 – Graduation Eucharist for Deacons' School, Southern Ohio Lay Leadership
Initiative and Education for Ministry. Christ Chapel, Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 11 a.m.
2 – Affirmative Aging retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
2 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be offered at Christ
Church Cathedral, 318 E. 4th Street, Cincinnati 45202. The program starts at 9 a.m.
and generally finishes at 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are required.
Contact Geri McDaniel at the diocesan office at 513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712. To
register or pay online, look under Administration, Misconduct Prevention. The cost
of the training is $15, which includes lunch and materials. Payment should be
mailed to Geri McDaniel, Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St. Cincinnati,
45202. Make checks payable to the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Training is required
of all clergy, employees of a church, youth ministers, Stephen Ministers, Eucharistic
Visitors, counselors, volunteers, any lay person that interacts or has care of children.
Contact: Deacons Fred or Diana Shirley at 614.882.9038.
3 – Scioto Valley Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop begins at 3 p.m.
at St. Andrew, Washington Court House.
8-9 – Planning for Tomorrow Conference, Cincinnati Marriott Northeast.
9 – Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact:
Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141.
9 – Stewardship Conference at Procter Camp & Conference Center
16 – Priesthood Ordinations at St. Philip's, Columbus, 11 a.m. Red stoles
18-23 – Summer Camp for rising 6th and 7th graders.
23 – Diaconate Ordinations at Christ Church Cathedral, 11 a.m. Red stoles
23 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be offered at
Trinity Church, 125 E. Broad Street in Columbus. The program starts at 9 a.m.
and generally finishes at 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are required.
See registration information above.
25-30 – Summer Camp for rising 8th and 9th graders.

July
2-7 – Senior High Camp for rising 10th, 11th and 12th graders.
4 – Diocesan offices closed for Independence Day.
15-19 – Outdoor Adventure Camp
19-22 – Family Camp
22-27 - Kenyon Conference
24-28 - Summer Camp for rising 4th and 5th graders
24-28 - Creative Arts Camp
29-Aug. 4 – River Crawl youth mission trip

Mark it down!
Oct. 5-7 – Episcopal Marriage Encounter weekend
Oct. 12-13 – Magnetic Church Conference

REST IN PEACE
The Rev. Rob Haven, a longtime supply priest in the Diocese of Southern Ohio, died
April 26. He was 81.
A graduate of Episcopal Theological School, Fr. Haven served as an Episcopal priest for
53 years. He began his ministry in New York, with positions at Trinity, Binghamton, and
St. Luke's, Camillus. He served the parish of St. Ann's, Amsterdam for 28 years and helped
establish a Legal Aid Society in collaboration with the Lithuanian Roman Catholic
Church. In Southern Ohio, he served at St. Paul's, Chillicothe, St. Luke's, Granville, and
most recently at St. James, Zanesville as supply.
Fr. Haven's prose poems were published in 1969 by Abington Press in his book entitled
"Look at Us, Lord." His writings appeared in the Living Church, the Anglican Theological
Review and the Upper Room.
Survivors include his wife, Dr. Sallie Haven; four children, Catherine, Mark, Stephen and
Thomas; his brother, Alfred; seven nieces and nephews and 13 grandchildren.
A memorial service was held May 14 at St Luke's in Granville. Memorial gifts may be
sent to the St. Luke's Episcopal Church Organ Fund, 118 S. Main St., Granville, OH, 43023.
Joe Eggleston, a longtime trustee of the 412 Sycamore, Inc., Foundation, died April 22.
Survivors include his wife, Marylynn; three children, Janet, David and Jennifer
Smolenski; and 11 grandchildren. The service was held April 26 at St. Barnabas,
Montgomery. Memorials may be made to St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, P.O. Box
42642, Montgomery, OH 45242..
David Frasier of St. Andrew's, Cincinnati, died April 28. He was 73. Born in Guyana,
South America, he had been involved with St. Andrew's for about nine years and served
as co-chair of the congregation's annual Carribbean Festival. Mr. Frasier collapsed in
Columbus as he planned to participate in the diocesan choir for the consecration.
Survivors include his wife, Joyce; six children; seven grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren. A service was held at St. Andrew's on May 5.

CLERGY/CONGREGATIONS
Clergy
The Rev. Scott Albergate, rector of Church of the Ascension, Middletown, has accepted a new call to serve as canon for ministry for the Diocese of Louisiana. His last Sunday
at Ascension is Pentecost.

Congregations
Beginning Process: All Saints, Pleasant Ridge; St. Paul's, Greenville; Church of the
Ascension, Middletown
Preparing Profile: St. Peter's, Gallipolis
Interviewing: St. Peter's, Delaware; St. John's, Worthington; St. Mark's, Upper
Arlington; St. James, Zanesville
For more information, contact the Canon Vicki Zust, canon to the ordinary, the Diocese of Southern Ohio,
412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Phone: 800.582.1712. E-mail: vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org.

MAY/JUNE VISITATIONS
May
27

Bishop Price

OF NOTE
Rivercrawl: July 29 – Aug 4 (with an optional pre-retreat at Kenyon
Conference July 27-29). This service/mission project is a combined effort between
the Diocese of Southern Ohio and the Diocese of Ohio. The team will travel along
the Ohio River and into the Hocking Valley, making stops at area churches and
assisting with mission projects. The event is open to youth grades 9-12 and adults.
Cost: $150. Information and registration: www.dsoyouth.org
Summer camp: It's not too late to sign up! Summer camps kick off June 18 and
continue throughout the summer. There's a camp for every age range – including
family camp for the really young and the really old (like over 20!). Check out the
schedule and details at www.dsoyouth.org.
Solo Flight: The National Episcopal conference for single adults – Solo Flight –
will assemble for its annual meeting in the Smoky Mountains of Hendersonville,
North Carolina, August 31-September 3. Themed "Flying Solo – on pilgrimage," the
conference will offer opportunities for those who are single in the Episcopal Church
– and their single friends from other traditions – to grow spiritually, learn, and network with those who share similar values. For more information, e-mail Dr. Kay
Collier McLaughlin, founder and coordinator of Solo Flight, at
kcollierm@diolex.org or David Perk at davidwperk@aol.com.
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Interchange honored with top award for excellence
Interchange received the top honor of Award for
General Excellence during the annual Episcopal
Communicators conference held in late April. The organization presents Polly Bond awards to honor excellence
in communications, from diocesan newspapers to websites, magazines and marketing materials.
Judges for the 27th Annual Polly Bond Awards selected honorees from nearly 600 entries in 15 categories.
Interchange and Southern Ohio's communication ministry won 18 awards in its division.
In addition to General Excellence, Southern Ohio
received the top award for a news picture and swept the
category of overall use of photography in the newspaper,
winning the awards of excellence, merit and honorable
mention for its issues during General Convention, the
death of Bishop Thompson and diocesan convention.
Photographers for those issues included Julie Murray, the

Rev. Derrick Fetz, Richelle Thompson and Larry Davis.
Southern Ohio also received an Award of Excellence
for the magazine the communications department produced as a welcome to deputies, bishops and visitors to
General Convention. Other honors included:
Awards of Merit – “A Woman's Place: Priest
Celebrates 30-Year Journey” by Richelle Thompson;
“Episcopal Church to Immigrants: We Welcome You” by
Ariel Miller; “GC06: Proposed Cuts Could Cripple
Appalachian Ministry, Outreach” by Jennifer Hambrick
and Michael Maloney; “A Servanthood of Ministry” by
Sally Sedgwick; “Love Song: the Anglican Squat” by the
Rev. Bob Horine; and the public relations campaign for
General Convention.
Honorable Mention – “Liturgy provides grace in fear, sorrow,” “Bishop-Elect Breidenthal to the Diocese: Listen,
Dream, Imagine,”“Churches Rebound, Celebrate Birth,” “St.

Church celebrates
new altar dedication

James Serves Up Pancakes, 150-Year Tradition,” General
Convention coverage, all by Richelle Thompson; Layout of
General Convention pages (Designer: Amy Svihlik).
Christ Church Cathedral and its newsletter, The Tower,
also won Polly Bond awards, including an Honorable
Mention in General Excellence. The Tower's editor,
Barbara Lyghtel Rohrer, received an Award of
Excellence for her story, “Answering a Call: Friends of
St. George Build New Ministry” and an Award of Merit
for the story, “Despite Differences, Friendship Grows.”
The cathedral's website also received an Award of Merit
for general excellence in its website, www.christchurch.org.
The Polly Bond awards were established in the mid1970s to commemorate the ministry of Polly Bond,
director of communications in the Diocese of Ohio who
died of cancer and whose life exemplified the ideals of
Episcopal Communicators.

NEWS NOTES
Cathedral offers summer worship services
Christ Church Cathedral is looking forward to the second year of Cathedral in the Park. This program
offers a summer worship experience for the young and the young at heart in a beautiful park setting. All the
diocesan congregations are invited to join the cathedral on the third Sunday of June, July, August and
September at 10 a.m. in picturesque Mt. Echo Park, rain or shine. The Eucharist will be celebrated in a casual park setting, along with a short homily, music by members of the congregation and active children's participation. Bring a picnic lunch and let's get to know one another.
The Cathedral in the Park dates are June 17, July 15, Aug. 19 and Sept. 16. Please call the cathedral at 513.621.1817 for more information or visit www.christchurchcathedral.org

Jackson honored for multi-cultural ministry
The Rev. Paula Jackson, rector of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn, received the Neustra Familia award
by the State of Ohio's Commission on Hispanic/Latino Affairs at a dinner in Columbus.
The Neustra Familia awards honor individuals who are not of Hispanic or Latino descent but who
have performed service of exceptional benefit to Latino Ohioans. V. Anthony Simms-Howell of
Christ Church Cathedral serves as one of the Board of Commissioners.
Jackson was honored for leading a congregation willing to embrace a multi-cultural ideal and for the intentional decisions of the Church of Our Saviour to learn more about Latin American cultures and the Spanish
language and to integrate that knowledge into worship, communications and outreach to the community.
Jackson was one of six recipients of this state-wide award.

Bishop Benjamin Omosebi dedicates the new altar at Ascension &
Holy Trinity, Wyoming, with the Rev. Robert Rademaker (left) and
Deacon Top Borden (right).
BY LAURA BENCE
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
“Lord God, hear us...Grant that all who eat and drink at this holy
table may be fed and refreshed by his flesh and blood, be forgiven
their sins, united with one another, and strengthened for your service.”
It's not often an existing church dedicates and blesses a new altar,
but the congregation of Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming, was able
to participate in such a liturgy in April. The dedication service was
conducted by the Rt. Rev. Benjamin Omosebi from the Diocese of
Kano in Nigeria, who assisted in Episcopal visitations over the winter.
A&HT member Jim Boude and his friend Jack Worley constructed
and finished the new altar, which was used for two months earlier this
year during an experimental informal worship service in the church's
parish hall. The altar's architectural lines and woodwork look similar
to church's original altar, which had been in place since 1968, when
the present structure was dedicated.
The highlight of the altar dedication liturgy was during a moment
of silence, when the church's altar guild was quietly preparing the altar
for communion after the dedication and blessing. Bishop Omosebi
spontaneously began singing Siyahambah (We are marching in the
light of God). Everyone in the church joined him in song for an uplifting tribute to God and His presence in the church at that moment!

Integrity invites all to participate in march
Please join Integrity/Central Ohio along with many other churches and faith-based groups in
Stonewall Columbus' 26th annual GLBT Pride Holiday Parade-the second largest Gay Pride celebration of its kind in the Midwest (100,000 participated last year) and one of the top 10 in the country. Pride Holiday helps support Stonewall Columbus and its pursuit of equality, fairness and safety
for the entire gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender (GLBT) community.
Marchers begin to gather at 11 a.m. on June 23 in Goodale Park and along Dennison Ave., and step-off is
at 1 p.m. Integrity/Central Ohio members and friends will meet at the northwest corner of Goodale Park. Look
for the white Integrity banner (please feel free to bring your church banner with you).
The parade covers a route of approximately 1.88 miles through downtown Columbus and ends at
Bicentennial Park, where the festival is held. For additional information, please call Mike Wernick,
president of Integrity/Central Ohio at 614.216.1278.

Bishop honored for interfaith work
The Daily Princetonian, the student newspaper of Princeton University, honored Bishop Tom
Breidenthal in May with its annual award. The bishop, the former Dean of Religious Life and of the
Chapel at Princeton, was given the award for his work fostering interfaith dialogue on campus.
Bishop Breidenthal was not present to receive the award, but Associate Dean of Religious Life
Paul Raushenbush read a statement of thanks and accepted it on his behalf.
“I am honored and touched to be receiving this award,” Bishop Briedenthal said in the statement, “and I
accept it in the name of all the students, faculty and staff who have made interfaith dialogue a vibrant reality at
Princeton, through their willingness to share their own faith and their own questions about faith with each other.”
The Daily Princetonian award is given by the paper's senior staff to a member of the community
for contributions to the university. Two-time Pulitzer Prize winner Robert Caro 1957 gave the
keynote address.
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Benefit Bank and ECSF: making a difference
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
As the April tax filing deadline loomed,
Arthur Mills of Christ Church, Dayton,
offered to use the Benefit Bank to help a
single mother of three complete her tax
return. Fearful because a volunteer using
different software had made mistakes on
her return the year before, she finally
accepted Mills' offer because she knows
and trusts him.
After entering her information into the
web-based program, they discovered that
this working mother was going to receive
almost $7,000 from the IRS, most of it in
tax credits representing new income.
“She was so excited,” says Mills, a dea-

con-in-training who is leading Dayton's
first Benefit Bank team. “She knew she
was going to get something back but had
no idea it would be so much.” She used
the money to pay off major bills and
move her children into a better school
district.
Early in February, I sat by a friend who
had had to move out of her apartment
early in 2006 when she discovered her
newborn daughter was lead-poisoned.
Taken to small claims court by the landlord, she was burdened by a $1,500 ruling
she could not pay. Intimidated by tax
forms, she had been going to a storefront
tax service for years, paying hundreds of
dollars in tax preparation plus interest on
“instant refund” loans.

We discovered she was going to
receive more than $6,000 in Earned
Income Tax Credit and refunds. She was
ecstatic. Not only has she paid off the
debt, but also she can now afford to start
shopping for a 4-door used car. She has
serious back trouble, and this will make it
easier to put the baby safely in a car seat
in the back. She plans to give her 2-door
car to her teenage son, a plumber's assistant, so that they won't have to get up at
4:30 a.m. to allow enough time to get him
to his job and the baby to daycare before
her workday begins.
It will be nice to be able to sleep in until
6:30 a.m.
Stories like this were repeated all
over Ohio this spring, as new Benefit

Bank counselors helped poor and moderate income people get more than $1.2
million in federal tax credits and
refunds. Ohio refunds added another
$110,000 to the pockets of these working poor people. This money is bringing
an average of $1,300 in cash to 1,056
households with income averages of
$14,000 a year, increasing their budgets
by almost 10%.
Heartened by this success, Benefit
Bank counselors have started doing food
stamp applications for families who come
in seeking emergency assistance.
Applications completed since January for
just 266 families could yield food stamp
awards worth up to an additional
$704,000 a year, if approved.

Program secured $1.2 million in tax refunds, credits
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
A study by the Economic Policy
Institute reports that in Ohio, “more than
a fifth of the nearly two million people
living in working families with up to three
young children cannot cover basic needs
with their earned income, a share of the
population which has not decreased since
2001.”
Food stamps, Medicaid and child care
subsidies are key to Congress' welfare
reform strategy launched in the late
1990s. Now seen as “work supports,”
these programs help low-wage people
stay employed by bridging the gap
between wages and the cost of living. The
same is true of the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) and federal child tax credits, which can add more than $5,000 a
year in new money to the budgets of
working parents. This tax credit is currently the United States' single most
effective quick tool for lifting working
families above the poverty level. Many
taxpayers don't know they qualify, or lose
a significant part of the value by paying
tax preparation fees and usurious interest
on refund anticipatory loans aggressively
marketed by storefront tax firms.
The same disconnect occurs with food
stamps, Medicaid and child care subsidies. Working parents who can't afford
family health coverage may not know
their children are eligible for Medicaid.
New budget proposals by Governor
Strickland, if approved, will make many
more Ohio children eligible.
Families juggling jobs and child care
prefer going to a local church food pantry
than trying to deal with the county “welfare” process. Ohio currently requires
those applying for food stamps to have
face-to-face interviews with county caseworkers, often missing work in the
process. Many applications are stalled or

Chuck and Ann Pettee learn how to use the Benefit Bank in their kitchen. Both are members of Christ Church, Dayton, and are retired from careers with the Dayton Daily News.
sunk by the requirement to submit an
array supporting documents such as verifications from current and past employers.
Meanwhile, churches and grassroots
non-profits are deluged with requests for
aid far beyond their resources.
Emergency assistance would go much
farther if we could connect the eligible
families we serve to food stamps,
Medicaid, energy assistance and child
care.
Thanks to a three-year grant from the
Jessie Ball duPont Fund, ECSF began
recruiting churches in 2005 to add public
benefits outreach to their ongoing community ministry. When the National
Council of Churches launched the Ohio
Benefit Bank software in January, 2006,
ECSF organized the first training classes
in this state.

Volunteers are certified to use the free
software for both taxes and public benefits
after only 12 hours of training. The only
equipment needed to use the program is a
computer, high speed internet and printer.
The duPont grant has enabled ECSF to
rent computer labs to provide the training
for free, as well as purchase computers
and printers for several churches and affiliated non-profits. Since January 2006,
Episcopal volunteers have offered Benefit
Bank services in a great variety of settings,
from the weekly community supper at the
Cathedral to Gladden House in the
Franklinton neighborhood of Columbus.
By the time this year's tax returns were
due April 17, ECSF and the Ohio
Association of Second Harvest
Foodbanks (OASHF) had trained people
in more than 200 sites across the state to
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use the Benefit Bank. Though less than
half started using the software by midApril, those that did completed state and
federal tax returns for more than 1,000
households, compared to 49 last year.
This year's refunds and credits totaled
more $1.2 million, 20 times the dollars
generated by last year's effort.
Getting food stamps, Medicaid or child
care is much harder than getting a tax
refund: filling out the application is only
the first of many steps. ECSF's top Benefit
Bank goal this year is to build partnerships
like that between Christ Church, Dayton,
and Montgomery County to reduce the
bureaucratic bottlenecks. The creativity of
Episcopal volunteers and county officials
is already producing some important
breakthroughs that promise to reduce
everyone's frustration and bring a lot of
new federal money into the budgets of
poor people as well as local economies.
In the Governor's Office, Ralph
Gildehaus will be working with top state
officials on the possibility of electronically submitting applications and supporting
documents from Benefit Bank sites like
churches directly into the state welfare
database. Caseworkers would still review
the applications and make the eligibility
determinations, but this technological
improvement would slash the time caseworkers currently spend on each case
keying in information, enabling them to
serve far more people. OASHF and Legal
Aid are playing a crucial role in working
with state officials and legislators to start
using waivers available under federal law
that could streamline the process further.

Ariel Miller is the executive director of
Episcopal Community Services
Foundation. To learn more about this
work and how you can get involved,
contact her at ECSF@eos.net or
513.221.0547.

NEWS

All Saints on the move with health, wellness programs
BY SANDY GUERARD
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
All Saints, Portsmouth, is on the move, offering a special health screening for folks who participate in the feeding program and encouraging members to be more physically active.
The events culminated the last weekend of April with
a health fair at the Loaves and Fishes lunch and a celebration of the Walk By Faith campaign for the church.
Diana Michael and a staff of volunteers prepared baked
chicken with all the trimmings for the Loaves and Fishes'
community meal. All Saints joins with three other churches in Portsmouth to provide a community lunch three
times a month. Funding for the chicken was provided by
a grant from Southern Ohio Medical Center.
In conjunction with Loaves and Fishes, the Health Ministry
of All Saints offered a health screening and a health fair. Area
medical services provided services or health information. The
medical center provided equipment and nurses to administer
blood sugar and cholesterol testing and blood pressure readings. Shawnee State University nursing students provided
health information on skin cancer (presented by All Saints’
parishioner Jennifer Harness) and asthma. The Portsmouth
City Health Department provided breast and cervical cancer
information, food safety and an abstinence education program
for teens.
Participants in the health screening and health fair
were offered an opportunity to win door prizes furnished
by local merchants – and All Saints' parishioners, James,
Jon and Nicole Sinclair – that proved to be the highlight

A participant of All Saints feeding program receives a free
blood pressure test during the health fair. Photo by
Michael Doerr
of the day. Twenty-three door prizes were awarded to a
happily boisterous group.
The next day found All Saints again celebrating, this
time with a street party to conclude the “Walk by Faith”
campaign. All Saints was one of two churches in the
Portsmouth area chosen by the Cancer Coalition to participate in a pilot program developed by the University
of Kentucky. Ohio State University provided technical
support and grant funding was awarded to each church.
The grant program aimed to show the connection

Ad hoc committee, bishop solicit input
BY THE REV. CHARLOTTE REED
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
In addition to the 10 Listening Sessions being
held around the Diocese, Bishop Tom Breidenthal
has formed an ad hoc group of diocesan leaders to
help him “hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to the
churches.”
The task for this short-term group is to assist the
bishop in his listening process, help analyze the
systemic review, provide an additional source of
information about the current ministries of the diocese and – based on all of the above – create a
vision for the diocese in the first years of his episcopate.
The first meeting of this procedures and priorities group was April 12-13. We looked at the systemic review provided by Diocesan Council, as
well as the bishop's addresses to diocesan convention for the past 10 years, information from various
ministries around the diocese, and the information
gathered in 2001 during the process of defining our
current four strategic choices. As we talked and
prayed about the ministry of our diocese, some core
values began to emerge. In the Diocese of Southern
Ohio, we value our connections with each other
and the wider Church. We value the great diversity
of our diocese, and we value the leadership of our
bishops. We spent some time thinking about the
many ministries of the diocese, and what ministries
might be strengthened to reflect our core values and
further our mission as a diocese.
After spending some time in prayer, listening
to where God is calling the Diocese of Southern
Ohio, we had a list of some 35 ministries that fell

into nine areas. Each member of the group was
asked to identify two areas that we considered
top priority for ministry in the diocese, recognizing that by identifying two areas we were not
saying that the others were not important, should
not be funded or should be diminished. Much to
our surprise, all 11 of us identified “formation”
as one of our areas of priority. We understand
formation very broadly to mean formation in the
faith so that we can follow Jesus where Jesus
goes and that formation is foundational to all that
the diocese will do in the future.
Formation is not just Christian education.
Formation is learning Christ and following him
into the world. Toward that end, the diocese would
invest discretionary time and treasure so that we
could more effectively seek and serve Christ in all
people.
Bishop Breidenthal and the procedures and priorities committee invite you to be a part of this
process by emailing the bishop at bishop_breidenthal@episcopal-dso.org. You also can send comments to Bishop Breidenthal by mail at 412
Sycamore St. Cincinnati, OH 45202-4179. Your
comments will serve as additional information
when the ad hoc group meets again in July. The listening process will continue with our diocesan convention in November so that Bishop Breidenthal
can hear from as much of the diocese in as many
different ways as possible. Thank you for being a
part of this process.

The Rev. Charlotte Reed is president
of the Standing Committee and a member
of the ad hoc committee.
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between exercise and cancer prevention.
Each walker wore a pedometer, recorded the number of
steps per day, the number of fruits and vegetables consumed per day, and the number of glasses of water drank
each day. This challenge was for a four-week period beginning with a kick-off party on March 25 and ending on
April 21.
All Saints celebrated with a street party at which Life
Ambulance prepared the food that was purchased with
funds from the grant. Gift cards for $25 each were awarded to Michael and Brian Doerr for the junior division, and
Vicki Daily and Keith Spires for the senior division. A
special award went to Taylor Doerr for his walking an
average of 35,000 steps per week. This was accomplished
after school and on weekends only. Taylor is the 8-year
old son of Jan Michael and Brian Doerr.
In addition to the party, the Cancer Center provided
information on breast cancer, and the Portsmouth City
Health Department provided information on the Citizens
Emergency Response Team and abstinence education as
well as held a bicycle rodeo for children. Each child
received a free bike helmet through a grant from the Ohio
Department of Transportation. Information on vitamins
and herbs was included in the presentations.
Members of the Health Ministry team include Geri
Nourse, Bonnie Johnson, Ann Sydnor, Sandy Crawford,
Jan Michael Doerr, Vicki Daily, Lynn Lewis, Joni
Fearling and Sandy Guerard.
All Saints received a letter of commendation from the
mayor of Portsmouth, James Kalb, for its contribution to
the health and wellness of the community.

Kenyon Conference
to explore MDGs
BY HAYWARD LEARN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Bishop Mark Hollingsworth of the Diocese of Ohio and
Bishop Thomas Breidenthal of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio will serve as leaders of this summer's Kenyon
Conference in Gambier held July 22-27. This is part of a
continuing move to bring the two dioceses closer together
through mutual cooperation and participation in joint
events.
Sponsored by the Episcopal Dioceses of Ohio and
Southern Ohio, the Kenyon Summer Conference is open to
people of all faiths. Worship, storytelling, music, keynote
speakers, outdoor games, leisurely chats, country expeditions, blissful hours in the bookstore, tasty ice cream and
great people are all part of the Kenyon Summer Conference
experience. The theme for this year's conference is One
Heart, One World, We Are One.
From Tuesday through Friday, the bishops will talk with
the adult and teen participants. Children will have a separate program. In the afternoon, the bishops will rotate
among the groups. Singer and songwriter Kate Campbell
will led the music for the week.
On Monday, the bishops will yield the stage to the Rev.
Mike Kinman, the executive director of Episcopalians for
Global Reconciliation. Kinman is one of the leading
authorities on the Millennium Development Goals.

Learn more: http://www.kenyonconference.org or contact
the Kenyon Summer Conference Registrar, Robert Bennett
at 740.427.3620, or bennettr@kenyon.edu. Participants
also may register online and pay online, or they can also
find brochures in their local church.

NEWS

Episcopalians
of African
descent gather
BY JOHN E. HARRIS JR.
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
More than 30 Episcopalians of African
Descent from the Diocese of Southern
Ohio met for a one-day summit at Procter
Camp & Conference Center in April.
Black Episcopalians from Cincinnati,
Columbus and Dayton heard a report from
the Rev. Canon Angela Ifill, missioner of
the Office of Black Ministries on “The
State of the Black Church.” John Harris of
St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights,
and treasurer of the Union of Black
Episcopalians, presented a historical perspective on the involvement and accomplishments of black Episcopalians in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio and their presence at the national levels of the church.
The Rev. Rosa Brown-Autry, associate
rector of Our Savior, Mount Auburn, led
small-group discussions on the demographics of the church and society and the
multicultural makeup of people of African
descent. The groups explored ways by
which the Episcopal Church might
become more relevant to the experience of
people of African descent.
Morning worship was lead by Bishop
Benjamin Omosebi and a homily by the
Rev. Trevor R. Babb, rector of St.
Simon's, who described the gathering as a
“moment of grace” since this was the first
time in more than a decade in the diocese
for such a gathering.
The group also voted to recognize the
Southern Ohio Chapter UBE as the
Bishop Herbert Thompson Chapter,
Diocese of Southern Ohio, of the Union of
Black Episcopalians.
Interim Officers and Board Members
elected to serve through the reorganization process included Dianne Ebbs, president; the Rev. Trevor R. Babb, vice president; Sylvia O'Bannon, secretary; and
Ivan Reynolds, treasurer. At-large members include Debbie Allsop, the Rev. Rosa
Brown-Autry, the Rev. Admire Cleve and
Rodney Ramsey.
Vanessa Gentry will chair the bylaws
committee, and John Harris will serve as
consultant to the chapter.
The reorganization and name change
will be submitted for approval by the
national body at the annual meeting and
conference in July in Houston, Texas.
UBE seeks to increase the membership
and involvement of Black Episcopalians
in the total life of the church - on every
level and in every way - mission, stewardship, evangelism, education, leadership,
governance and politics. The Union is
committed to translating these words into
Christian action for all Episcopalians and
at all levels of the church.

PUBLIC POLICY NOTES
How is your congregation relating to God's mission in the
world?
At the 2006 General Convention held in Columbus, our
church adopted as its primary goal to work toward eradicating
poverty through the Millennium Development Goals.
At our 132nd diocesan convention in Portsmouth, we passed
a budget that reflects funding for this on a diocesan level
through our National and World Mission Commission. We
passed a resolution asking that working toward these goals be
a priority in our congregations. An important step in this
process is education. Well, there is good news.
The Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations and
the Washington Office of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America has prepared an Ecumenical Christian Study Guide on
Global Poverty and the Millennium Development Goals. This
guide is available through Forward Movement Publications,
Church Publishing or Augsburg Bookstores. It contains six sessions, each of which takes about an hour.
Now I have an offer for you. The first session is titled “A
Christian View of Social Justice.” It can kick off the other five
or stand alone. I am offering to come to your church to lead this
first session, either for your adult class or your outreach committee. After this introductory session, you can design how to

use the other five sessions to help your
congregation discover ways to choose
their expression of living into God's
Mission in the World. If you wish, I
can come and present this one-hour
program this summer so that you can
design a full program for next fall.
If you visit our diocesan website
(www.episcopal-dso.org) or the official site of the Episcopal Church
(www.episcopalchurch.org), there are
several links for resources for congregations to live into the Millennium
Development Goals, but there is no
better way to encourage action than by a firsthand introduction.
Our response to the Millennium Development Goals begins
with an understanding of the Christian view of social justice,
which is a primary function of my office. So please give me a
call at 614.354.9920 or e-mail to jeffrey_price@episcopaldso.org. I look forward to helping your congregations live into
the fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals.

JEFFREY S.
PRICE

The Ohio Council of Churches contributed.

Lay theologian: The problem of the soul
Two students came to my office in April because of a book
we were discussing in class. One became tearful as we talked.
The other, more collected, was also unsettled and looking for
reassurance.
Each spring semester, I teach a course titled “Mysteries of
Self and Soul.” We begin with some classic philosophical
problems about mind and body, free will and immortality. We
watch some movies that stimulate conversation about what
makes us who we are.
Things get a bit tedious when we are reading some of the
primary texts. It's all pretty academic to them.
Toward the end every year, though, Beauvoir's feminist
existentialism gets them riled. Defense mechanisms flare up.
We have to sift for insights in a philosophy they initially reject
out of hand. They warm up eventually to the existentialism but
remain suspicious of the feminism - though my own convictions run just the opposite.
We end the course with the book that brought Julie and Mark
to my office. It is by Duke University philosopher Owen
Flanagan, titled The Problem of the Soul. Flanagan has one
aim: to debunk readers' common sense but false notions about
themselves.
According to Flanagan, there are two competing images of
self and soul today: the scientific image and the humanistic or
manifest image.
According to the manifest image, we have non-physical
minds that control our physical bodies. We have immortal
souls that survive the death of our bodies. And we each
have free will, making choices that are not caused by
physical mechanisms in our DNA, our brains or our environments.
But according to the scientific image, each of those beliefs is
false - demonstrably, scientifically false. The sciences of the
mind are doing today what Copernicus and Galileo did four
centuries ago to beliefs about the centrality of Earth.
Flanagan is relentless. Piece by piece, he takes apart the selfunderstanding of typical college students and ordinary people.
I tell my students before we begin the book that I am a person of deep faith and that I am not trying to destroy theirs. I
warn them that the book may challenge some of their unquestioned beliefs. I tell them, however, that it is not my job as their
philosophy professor to give them a pass so they don't have to
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think about Flanagan's arguments.
Am I kidding myself about this? I
could be harming them. This is not
very pastoral.
Should I at least give them an out,
somehow help them feel good about
their childhood beliefs, which according to Flanagan have fallen onto science's cutting room floor?
Socrates said that the unexamined
life is not worth living. I don't believe
that, actually. An unexamined life
can be worth living.
On the other hand, there are two problems with such a life.
In the first place, unexamined beliefs leave one at a loss,
unhinged, when an apt challenge presents itself. This is the situation Mark and Julie were facing.
In the second place, and more commonly, unexamined
beliefs can put us at loggerheads.
Today Christians need to come to terms with each other on
matters on which we disagree. For instance, does the traditional household, headed by a man, define one's identity as
one's role within that household? Or is the independent individual fundamental, not defined by an inherited role in a traditional structure, an individual who may freely choose to enter
into a union of one sort or another?
Faced with a question like this, I am not automatically open
to other perspectives. Defense mechanisms flare up. I rehearse
the slogans of my side of the debate. I certainly don't let my
guard down.
Still, I know that as a Christian I need to be able to say, vulnerably, with humility, I want to understand you.
But if I did actually understand them on their own terms,
could I maintain the conviction that I have a compelling advantage in our disagreement?
I tell Julie, then Mark, I know how you feel. I assure them
that one need not lose faith. It is possible to work through these
issues and come out whole. I and others have done it.
In the end you'll be less threatened by ways of thinking different from your own, more open to trying to understand others on their own terms.
But is it worth it? It can undo one's self-assurance.

DR. DON REED

REFLECTIONS

Love Song: a short visit to the present-past
For us, then, [a “thin place”] is a place where it is
possible to touch and be touched by God, as well as the
angels, saints and those who have died.
--Sister John Miriam Jones, S.C.
An Irish Journey into Celtic Spirituality
I was physically subdued into becoming a Christian.
It happened in a Methodist church. My father was a
Methodist, a church that baptizes infants. My mother,
though she attended the Methodist Church, was at heart
still a member of the Disciples of Christ Church, where
baptism isn't done until one is of an age to make a commitment. So I wasn't baptized until I was 12.
Mom also insisted that my baptism be by immersion
rather than the usual Methodist spare use of water. On
the day of the event I was one of a few – the others were
adults – to be baptized. We were briefed by the minister
that we should take a big breath right before immersion.
I watched as he, wearing something like a fisherman's
waders, administered the sacrament of new birth to others. He clamped a white cloth over the nose and mouth
and gently laid them back in the waist-deep water in the
Name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Then came my
turn; I was ready. I stepped into the water, assumed my
place, took a great breath and waited to be baptized.
Here's where it went wrong. After I took the breath, the
minister said a prayer that lasted until I needed another
one, and before I could get it, he put me under water with
a cloth pressed to my face. That's when the struggle
began. It lasted only momentarily, and the minister won.
In April this year, I visited the old Methodist church,
our family church, mine until I left home at 18. I haven't
attended a Sunday service here for many, many years.
The last time was for my father's funeral.
The front of the building hasn't been changed as long
as I can remember except for the brass sign over the

entrance that reads, “First
Methodist Episcopal Church
South,” a reminder of old times
and divisions during the Civil
War. My father was instrumental in getting the sign, long in
storage, reinstalled.
I take a seat in a pew near the
front and look around. Not
much has changed, except that
the space seems brighter and
more open. I wonder if I will
see anyone I know, and I do.
The Rev. Dr. Bob Marlowe is
one of the robed ministers.
Later I meet Dr. Ray Hornback,
a friend from university days, and then Dr. Jim Orr, who
was my father's physician and family friend.
Among some changes in the service are the presence
of a crucifer and acolytes. What would the frock-coated
ministers of my youth think of that?
There are two baptisms during the service, neither by
immersion, though Dr. Orr says some baptisms are still
done that way.
A choir of small children enters and stands on the
chancel steps and sings a lovely song in their soft, sweet
voices. I did something like this when I was five, maybe,
and at some point in the program, I announced to the
congregation, “Aw, shucks, I can't sing.” In fact, at the
time I could sing very well but didn't care to do it in public. My “aw shucks” was puzzling to my parents for I
didn't come from an “aw shucks” family. I must have got
it from the radio.
By the time I was in junior high school, I was finding
excuses not to go to Sunday school. Everybody else in
my class was from a different part of town, knew each
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other, and attended the same school. The teacher was a
teacher in that school. My last Sunday may have been the
one when he asked what we should talk about, and a
pupil said basketball and the teacher said OK. I liked to
play basketball, but by that time I needed to talk about
God.
Even before the struggle in the baptistery, I had sat in
church and listened to what I now realize were some
great sermons. They reached me in a way that no Sunday
school lesson ever did. Methodism's founder, John
Wesley, once described a spiritual experience in which,
he said, “I felt my heart strangely warmed.” That speaks
for me of what I received through those good preachers.
I'm glad I went back for a visit. The idea that “you
can't go home again” isn't quite true. For instance, I can
sit in the presence of an old radio and almost hear an
episode of “Suspense” or the Jack Benny show. And if I
were to stand on a certain corner at twilight on a winter
evening, and look far down the street I might see my
father walking home from work. Imagination? Maybe.
The Celts believed in “thin places,” where the veil
between this world and the Other is, well, thin, places
where people feel most strongly connected with God's
presence. In these places, the seen and unseen worlds are
most closely connected and inhabitants of both worlds
can momentarily touch each other.
And not only in certain places; I believe there are also
thin moments or states of being that come unexpectedly
wherever we might be, when by God's grace we may
transcend time and all other boundaries and see and
touch and hear what is ordinarily held hidden in the
divine love.

The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese
of Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward
Movement Publications.

A special ministry of servanthood
“Therefore, Father, through Jesus Christ your Son, give your Holy Spirit to N., fill him with grace and power, and make him a deacon in your Church. ”
[The Ordination of a Deacon, BCP, p. 545]
BY SALLY SEDGWICK
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
It is an unlikely mix: a former member of the Air
Force, a retired oral hygienist, a full-time engineer and
a poet. One suddenly suffered a severe hearing loss.
There are former members of the United Church of
Christ, Baptist and Methodist churches and cradle
Episcopalians. These are the people called to be deacons in the Diocese of Southern Ohio currently
enrolled in the Deacons' School – 16, including four
seniors who will be ordained shortly after graduation.
Paths differ. There are the familiar stories of clergy
suggesting the diaconate to someone, but there are
also revelations like, “This has been inside of me since
I was 10. [And as an adult] one Sunday I suddenly
woke up.” One assisted liturgically in his parish for
years but while on a discernment committee for someone else realized how deeply that call was imbedded
in himself. Another heard the priest and author
Barbara Crafton speak at Procter: “You know what
you need to do” and now glows with the rightness of
indeed doing just that. Yet another says when the time
was right “a whirlwind got [him] here.”

Graduation for the Deacon's School and for those completing the Southern Ohio Lay Leaders Initiative and
Education for Ministry programs is June 2 at 11 a.m. at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. All are welcome.

Barbara Schmitt and Jackie Williams work together during
a Deacon's School weekend.
But once in school, the journeys continue. Deacons'
School is a small community that “goes through things
together” and one can talk about things one usually
“doesn't talk about.” This is a place where “what I'm
learning is not what's directly being taught.” Much is
learned academically, but everyone talks about a direct
confrontation with social justice and the challenges of
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integrating past ministries with emerging insights and
knowledge.
So those approaching this “ministry of servanthood” move toward their new ministries and the
school year draws to a close. For one student,
Deacons' School weekends are a time of retreat that
will be missing during the summer; another seeks publication of some work; a third clarity as to her particular ministry. But they also say, “I have more confidence in who I am as a Christian” and am more
grounded, “surer in who I am.” “One foot in the world,
one in church…[now] knowing more of what a deacon is. . . .The challenge is to see the face of Christ.”
A Servanthood of Ministry is a regular column sharing
the ministry of deacons. Want to learn more about the
diaconate? Contact the Rev. David McCoy at
614.461.8429.

❖
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INSTALLATION

C

hrist Church Cathedral celebrated the
official installation of Bishop Thomas
E. Breidenthal with a special service
May 12. As is traditional in this type of service, Bishop Breidenthal stood outside the
cathedral and knocked three times on the
door. Cathedral Dean James Diamond and
the vestry answered the door and welcomed
the bishop into the cathedral.
The word cathedral comes from “cathedra,” which means bishop's chair. The cathedra symbolizes the teaching office of the
episcopate. Bishop Breidenthal was seated in
the cathedra at the invitation of the dean.
Upon his seating, the congregation cheered.
“We offer ourselves as the public's church,
a welcoming, inclusive and diverse congregation and a house of prayer for all people,”
said Dean Diamond in his sermon. He urged
the bishop not to be seduced into seeing the
chair as a perch for the high and mighty but
rather that he would use the bishop's chair as
a place for respite and quiet. The bishop's
chair also should be a place from which the
bishop can exercise his gift of teaching and
sit confidently as chief pastor of the Diocese
of Southern Ohio, Dean Diamond said.

– Richelle Thompson
Bishop Breidenthal takes his seat in the cathedra - the bishop's chair. Photos by Larry Davis

Above: Bishop Breidenthal
gives a blessing to Deacon
Top Borden before she
reads the Gospel.
Right: Dean Diamond
preaches about the cathedral as the “public's church.”
Photos by Larry Davis.
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Bishop Breidenthal awaits the invitation by Dean Diamond to be
seated in the cathedra.

