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Faith, patience
guide journey
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

Calvary Church, Clifton, held its third annual Heifer Fair on May 4. Kids
– and adults – enjoyed a visit from animals from Sunrock Farm
and animal-related crafts. The fair raised $4,700 to support Heifer
International, a nonprofit that works to end hunger and promote sustainability in third-world countries. Above, the children learned about
different customs in the countries that would benefit from the Heifer
project. At right, Elena Skidmore poses with Miss Hattie, a hen.

Putting their hearts
and ‘soles’ into ministry
BY JULIE MURRAY
INTERCHANGE ASSISTANT EDITOR
What began as a group of parishioners running
together for fun and fellowship has transformed
into a ministry of raising funds to fight hunger,
combat disease and raise awareness.
An emerging ministry of Church of the
Redeemer, Hyde Park, Sole Mates is a group of
people dedicated to walking and running as a way
to raise money for various causes.
It began because the runners started seeing
each other at different charity races. After participating in the Reggae Run, a popular Cincinnati
5K charity run, the Rev. Charlie Brumbaugh,

associate rector of Redeemer, ran into several fellow parishioners and thought maybe they should
organize.
Brumbaugh asked if anyone would be interested in putting something together. Parishioners
Karen Murphy and Tommy Kirk stepped up to
the challenge. They met with Redeemer rector
Bruce Freeman to plan this new ministry. When
it came to picking a name for the group, just call
it divine intervention. “I just threw it (Sole Mates)
out there as a pun,” says Kirk, “and it stuck.”
“We started out by just picking races and meeting there,” says Murphy. Fundraising was not the
PLEASE SEE SOLE MATES, PAGE 16

Like many immigrants, the Rev. Ernestein Flemister came to
the United States in 1980 with what she could pack in her suitcase.
Pregnant with her second child, Flemister and
her husband, Clifford, and their son Marcus fled
Liberia, a small country in western Africa, during a military coup.
It was a violent, unstable time, especially for
the educated and those considered part of the
Americo-Liberian population – descendents of
free slaves of America who went back to Liberia.
Flemister, an attorney, and her husband, a business consultant, were targets.
The Rev. Ernestein
“We came over on a visitor’s visa,” says
Flemister
Flemister, now a priest serving Grace Church,
College Hill. “We didn’t expect to be here long. We waited for
things to stabilize in Liberia, but that didn’t turn out to be the
case.”
Flemister and her family have spent nearly three decades
navigating the immigration bureaucracy of the United States. It’s a
tangled web of policies and paperwork, made all the more difficult
by barriers of culture, race and language.
In February, 28 years after Flemister came to the United States,
she stood with 600 others at Veterans Memorial Auditorium
in Columbus and became a naturalized U.S. citizen. Born in
the United States, her daughter
Lauren lives in Houston, Texas.
Her son, Marcus, lives in Ghana,
West Africa. Flemister still is
working to secure an immigration
visa so that her son can come to
the United States and be reunited
with his family. Her husband died
in Liberia in 1994 from heart problems exacerbated by by the stress
and trauma of the civil war.
The immigration system “is a very,
very hard process,” says Flemister,
56. “There were so many times when
I thought [citizenship] would never
happen. But my faith community was
very supportive. They wouldn’t let me
lose hope. They helped me hold on to
the belief that God would eventually
see me through this, that even in my
discouragement, God was there working for me and trying to comfort me.”
PLEASE SEE JOURNEY, PAGE 6
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Lambeth to focus on prayer, study, Indaba
In just six weeks, Bishop Price, Mariann, Margaret
and I will be heading off for the campus of the
University of Kent, under the shadow of Canterbury
Cathedral, to begin the great adventure that is the
Lambeth Conference. This conference happens once
every 10 years and is intended to bring together bishops from all over the Anglican communion – from
North America and South America, Australia, Africa
and Asia, and all points in-between – for daily worship and Bible study, a rich and mutually challenging
engagement with the issues and opportunities facing
the worldwide Anglican Communion, and the chance
to learn more about the particular struggles and calls
to mission our local dioceses are engaged in on the
ground. From start to finish, our chief work will be
conversation: conversation with one another and with
God, as we seek to strengthen the bond of fellowship
and hear where the Spirit is leading our family of
churches.
Why should the diocese of Southern Ohio care
that the Breidenthals and the Prices are going to
Lambeth?
One answer might be that we bring to the worldwide
communion the perspective of Southern Ohio: we
can offer our understanding of the diversity of culture
represented in this diocese, not to mention our varying
ways of interpreting scripture, the different emphases
we bring to mission and the rich variety of our styles
of worship. I learn during every visitation that faithful people can disagree respectfully about all kinds of
things and still gather around the communion table; I
believe we can model that habit for the entire communion. We should care about Lambeth because we have
something to offer there.
But there may be a greater reason to care. We no
doubt have something to learn. Archbishop Williams
has designed the bishops’ time together so that we
spend every morning together in groups of 40 (bishops’ spouses will also be meeting daily in groups of
40). These “Indaba groups,” so called after a Zulu
word that denotes intense, intentional conversation
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about important matters, will
comprise an intentional mix
of bishops from every corner of the Communon. (The
Archbishop has asked me to
facilitate one such group, so
Margaret and I will be arriving in Canterbury two days
early so I can meet with the
other facilitators and with
Archbishop Williams.) The
topics we address over the
course of 10 weekday mornings will include evangelism,
social justice, the environment,
other religions, gender relationships, living under
Scripture, human sexuality, the proposed Anglican
Covenant, and the Windsor process.
These groups will no doubt represent a challenge
to all of us. Some of us North Americans may be
impatient with fellow bishops who do not take the
historical context and the human dimension of Holy
Scripture into account. Some of our brothers and
sisters from the Global South may be frustrated
by what they experience as a refusal on the part of
Westerners to accept what the Bible plainly says. I
believe very strongly in the authority of Scripture
and am in the habit of saying that every problem
presented in Scripture finds its solution in some other
scriptural passage. But I need to be prepared to hear
another bishop chastise me for this view. I can well
imagine this: “You may think you are obedient to the
Bible, but you are wrong to think the Bible presents
us with theological problems. There isn’t a problem
in Scripture unless you’re trying to escape traditional
teaching.”
So be it. I welcome the opportunity to be challenged
about reading the Bible, and I expect and hope to be
stretched and honed. This challenge I enjoyed recently
in Rome, when I, as a governor of the board of the
Anglican Centre, was privileged to be part of the
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installation of the new director of the Anglican Centre,
the former dean of Melbourne Cathedral, David
Richardson. At evensong in the ancient church of
Maria Sopra Minerva, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Rowan Williams, and the Pope’s ecumenical officer,
Cardinal Kaspar, witnessed to the ongoing commitment of Christianity, in its brokenness, to become
one body. Archbishop Williams drew our attention to
Anglicanism’s fundamental commitment to church
unity but warned that we cannot achieve such unity
without cost and a certain loss of freedom to do what
we please. Cardinal Kaspar expressed appreciation for
the Anglican Communion’s commitment to closer ties
with the Vatican but reminded us that there is still a
very long way to go.
These are tough times, indeed, for those of us who
yearn for the unity of Christ’s body on earth. The
forces of disunity seem to be on the upswing, and none
of us is innocent of contributing to the present atmosphere of diminished generosity and mutual suspicion.
But I have hope that we are about to turn the corner
onto a better prospect. The Lambeth Conference offers
the possibility of frank but reverent dialogue, at a time
when that is precisely what is called for. Someone
asked me the other day what good Lambeth can do if
all we do is talk and pray, without taking action that
defines the Anglican Communion’s purpose in the
years to come. My answer was that we cannot possibly
define who we are as a Communion until we reconnect with one another as children of God, seeking by
our best lights to follow Jesus into the world. If we
sincerely engage in indaba, who knows what the Holy
Spirit will work in us over a period of three weeks?
I ask your prayers for Bishop Price and me, and
Mariann and Margaret, as we open ourselves to this
experience, and strive to represent the perspective
and particular wisdom of this diocese fairly and effectively.

Friend
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Bishop Breidenthal and Bishop
Price will send occasional letters from Lambeth by electronic
newsletter. Although the Lambeth
Conference is not expected to
generate legislation, the bishops
wanted to share the nature of the
discussions, worship and prayers.
If you do not already receive eConnections, please sign up to
receive the Letters from Lambeth
on the diocesan homepage.
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Uplifting life in the Diocese of Southern Ohio
As often happens in the spring, confirmations skyrocketed during the
bishops’ visitations, and each one brought new joy. Bishop Breidenthal
and I shared a regional confirmation at Christ Church Cathedral in
which nearly 40 were confirmed. Earlier that day, I confirmed a huge
class at St. Thomas, Terrace Park, which included a first for me – quadruplets (pictured at right): Erin, Hillary, Stacy
and
Purcell. This class had been prepared
THE RT. REV. by aTim
team of mentors, and they were bright
KENNETH L. and enthusiastic. It was most gratifying to me
to confirm more than 20 young people. I had a
PRICE JR.
similar experience at St. Paul’s, Dayton, a couple of Sundays later. St. Timothy’s, Cincinnati,
also always has a large youth class, although
they are on a two-year cycle, so this year, their
class had all adults. But there I had another
new experience. Of the 20 presented, 19 were
received and only one confirmed. Normally
those figures are reversed, but this group had
all come to us from other denominations in
which they had already had the laying on of
hands.
With Canon Zust on sabbatical for the past
three months, I have been meeting with some of the congregations in
the process of searching for a new rector. At a recent meeting with one
of them, the topic of their lack of junior and high school age children
came up. This was a congregation with a strong elementary education program, but they then lost the kids when they reached middle
school. They identified as a priority for their new rector to address this
problem. I am glad they see this as a key issue. The conversation led
me to share my experience that in those congregations in which there
are large youth confirmation classes and active youth groups, there is
a vitality and a sense of excitement that infects the whole congregation in a very positive way. These are often churches that are most
involved in mission projects and community work as well, and the
young people are in the thick of it. Not all of the churches are large in
size, but all are large in their sense of mission.
As the Procter camping season is about to begin, we are experiencing
a record number of registrations. Already we have had to add a second
session to one of our camps. Each year more congregations make sending their youth to Procter a priority. Word is getting around that when
the youth return, they bring new life and vitality to their congregation.
But vibrancy is not only the province of the youth. Recently I had
a great Sunday morning at Trinity, Troy. This small congregation has
dynamic adult education sessions. The Sunday morning topic ranges
from the Lambeth Conference to physics to gambling. Everyone participates. After the service, we gathered again, and the parishioners
eagerly shared the good that is happening in their church. A story
that moved me greatly was how when the place outside of town
where they normally held their parish picnic was not available, the

Erin, Hillary, Stacy and Tim Purcell pose with Bishop Price after their
confirmation at St. Thomas, Terrace Park.
congregation decided to have their picnic in the city park and make
it an event to attract the people of the town, especially the children.
For years their parish picnic had been an event for the nurture of the
people of the congregation. This year, triggered by the scheduling
problem, a light bulb went off, and the people realized the church
exists not only to nurture those within, but also to be a witness to those
outside who need to hear the invitation to come and be a part.
Occasionally I have people ask me if I am getting weary of all
the fighting that is going on in the church. This impression is fueled
by publications and Internet sites that find their purpose in stoking
and fueling the fires of dissension. My answer is that I am too busy
sharing the excitement our church has in doing God’s work to be
dragged down by the negative spirit. Are our congregations perfect?
Of course not. Do we at times get cross with each other? Of course
we do. Is there room for improvement? You bet!
But as long as I can have visits like I did at St. Thomas when the
children’s musical department sang and danced their heart out to a full
parish hall who came to see their production of Johan, as long as I hear
sermons from the youth lay preachers at Procter, as long as I can see
the tears on the face of an 80-year-old when I lay hands on in confirmation, or see a 3-year-old running to the altar rail with hands outstretched
for his “moment with Jesus,” as long as I can watch a vestry struggle
with a potentially destructive issue only to come to a solution filled
with hope, as long as I can leave a church function in Cincinnati and
drive back to Columbus late at night literally sailing on the excitement
of being part of that congregation’s life for a while, then I will never be
weary. No, rather I will be filled with hope!
My column this month has been a hodgepodge of stories but within
them I see a theme. When people, young and old, rich and poor, black
and white, straight and gay, can all come together and find a commonality in their relationship with Jesus, hope reigns supreme. Such is life is
Southern Ohio. What a great diocese in which to be a bishop.
Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.

Mission: Christian and activist?

Normally I am not an “activist” type
person. Translated, that means that I haven’t
picketed or carried signs protesting the war
or other evils…even though my heart ached
with the pain of these horrors. But something changed me in the last several years.
Perhaps it was watching my son go off to
war in Iraq, knowing that as a helicopter
pilot, he would be a moving target every day.
Perhaps it was because my refugee friend
from Uganda had to fight against spousal
abuse, and now has to work in a low-paying,
seven-days-a-week job to feed herself and
her three children. Perhaps it’s because I,
along with other Episcopal women, are getting more tuned into the fact that, if we act together, we can begin to
bring about change. How? By educating myself about the problems
in the world, by talking with others about these issues, by using my
leadership skills to encourage and empower others to join us and by
always speaking my truth…even when it’s uncomfortable.

TRISH
HANNA
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One of the best resources I’ve found to educate myself about the
issues that confront us is the Episcopal Public Policy Network. I
signed up to receive emails from them concerning issues that impact
the environment, poverty, education, healthcare, gender equality
and others. The most recent e-mail was titled “For the Beauty of the
Earth”: Everyday Emissions and Climate Change.” It was a simple
thing to read, and gave me the opportunity to link to another website
to measure how my carbon footprint impacts the environment, and
how I might lessen that. Many times, the issues they write about
contain a suggested letter to our government officials, complete with
links to their websites for easy sending of such letters. By joining
the Episcopal Public Policy Network, I’m finding that I am becoming an “activist”. I’m letting my views and my truth be heard. I’m
participating in a government that is “by the people for the people”
in a way I never have before. Such a small thing, but I am one of
millions, and together, we can impact change!
Visit the Episcopal Public Policy Network at www.
episcopalchurch.org/eppn.
Trish Hanna is a member of St. Anne’s, West Chester.

Youth ministry:
Changing of the guard

NEWS

Bexley Hall Seminary celebrates
graduations, focus on Columbus

BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

After six years of leading the diocese’s youth on a spiritual
journey of innovation and community-building, Roger Speer
is heading to the beach – or to be exact, he has accepted a call
to serve as the Missioner for Children, Youth and Young Adult
Ministries for the Diocese of the Virgin
Islands. Speer will continue to work with
the summer camping program over the
next few months, with his final farewell
in August (Watch the July Interchange for
reflections on his ministry).
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has called
Rob Konkol to serve as the interim director of youth ministry. Konkol began June 1
and will have a few months of training with Rob Konkol
Speer. Konkol will lead Southern Ohio’s
delegation to the Episcopal Youth Event in July. His contract
with the diocese is for 15 months, during which time a Youth
Advisory Committee will launch a national search for a new
director of youth ministries.
Konkol, 30, is married to the Rev. Jane Gerdsen, priest-incharge of St. Andrew’s, Dayton. They have a Labrador retriever
named Jack. Send him a welcome to: rob_konkol@episcopaldso.org.
Konkol talked with Interchange about about his new position.
You grew up in the diocesan youth program. Tell us about
that experience: Growing up in the diocese helped make me the
person I am today. I got into some trouble when I was younger,
and my punishment was to be sent to church summer camp at
Procter. Looking back, that was the best thing that ever happened
to me. When I got married in 2003, the five men standing with
me at the altar were all boys I met while growing up at Procter.
Being a part of the diocesan youth program made me proud to be
an Episcopalian.
How did it shape your faith? It made me confident in
sharing my faith life with others, and it made me comfortable
helping others along their faith journey.
Why do you think it’s important to have youth programs
and summer camps? It gives youth of all ages and backgrounds a safe environment to be themselves. Building community around faith is important to a lot of youth in our society
today.
People talk a lot about how to reach today’s youth and get
them involved in the church. Suggestions? FOOD!!! It has
always worked for me! No, seriously, churches really need to
empower the youth of today. Give them a sense of ownership. I
firmly believe that the youth of today are also the church of today.
If you had an extra hour a day, how would you spend it?
With Jane and Jack in the backyard.
What’s unusual about being a clergy spouse? Any funny
situations? Well, I don’t do tea parties! But my mini-quiches
are a hit at St. Andrew’s!
What are you reading? I’m not reading much of anything
right now: 40 games in 40 days of NBA action! Go Celtics!
What’s on your I-pod? Ten foot BIG, Bob Schneider, a lot
of hip hop, Mike Doughty and Red Hot Chili Peppers
Do you Google or Yahoo? Both. Google for information;
Yahoo for euchre.
What websites do you visit? Hotmail, Dayton Daily News,
ESPN.com
What’s your dream vacation? Golfing in Dubai
What are your hopes for the youth program over the next
18 months? To continue the foundations that the program is
built upon. To provide a strong support network for the youth
of this diocese and those who work with them.

Nine students – seven from the Diocese of Southern
Ohio – graduated from Bexley Hall Seminary in
Columbus on May 24. Another eight students graduated from the Rochester branch of Bexley Hall, the
last graduating class of that campus.
Founded in Ohio in 1824, Bexley had relocated in
1968 to Rochester but began its return to Ohio in 2000.
Bexley Hall is in partnership with Trinity Lutheran
Seminary, a tangible extension of full communion
between the two denominations. Accreditation issues
at the Rochester campus and its relationship with
Colgate Rochester, a Baptist seminary, prompted the
decision last spring by Bexley Hall trustees to close
the Rochester satellite and focus the seminary’s educational programs in Columbus.
Bexley Hall Dean John Kevern sees the move as
a benefit to those seeking ordination in the Diocese
of Southern Ohio and others in the Midwest.
“For those who cannot go away to seminary – which
is an increasing number of people, this means you can
be fully formed for the Anglican priesthood at an
Episcopal seminary,” Kevern says.
With the recent announcement that Chicago’s
Seabury-Western Theological Seminary is closing,
Bexley Hall is one of only 10 Episcopal seminaries
in the country.
“At a time when some of our seminaries are
cutting back or dropping programs, Bexley Hall
continues to increase in enrollment and financial
stability,” says the Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr,

bishop suffragan of Southern Ohio and a trustee
of Bexley Hall. “This vitality has been enhanced
by returning to its Ohio roots and now focusing its
efforts at one site in Columbus.”
Kevern sees the seminary as a resource for
local ordinands as well as local churches. Students
are placed in Episcopal churches throughout the
Columbus area for their field work – an arrangement that helps the congregations by having another
person trained to lead Bible studies or assist with
pastoral care as well as providing on-site training
opportunities for the students.
Despite its location in Columbus, Bexley Hall
also attracts students from across the country, including Florida, New York, Chicago, Michigan and
Indianapolis. Enrollment for 2008-09 is expected
to include 21 students seeking a masters of divinity
degree.
Bexley offers formation in a liberal, AngloCatholic tradition, says Kevern. Students come to
the seminary for the churchmanship and a focus on
liturgy, he says. Bexley Hall’s Anglican formation
program includes obligations to the Daily Office
and a rule of prayer.
“Bexley Hall has long had a reputation of serving
the needs of the local dioceses by providing quality education in a variety of models,” says Bishop
Price. “This ability makes Bexley Hall well poised
to address the changing needs of the church in the
21st century.”
To learn more about Bexley Hall Seminary,
visit www.bexley.edu

Fashion show features ‘street wear’
BY PHYLLIS REID
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

The Rev. Jason Leo models some of his ‘street wear.’
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A unique opportunity to reach out to the homeless
occurred recently at Calvary Church in Cincinnati.
Choir member David Dreith and the Rev. Jason
Leo, Calvary’s rector, engaged in a friendly compeition of scavenging clothes that had been discarded on
the streets or sidewalks of Cincinnati.
“There were no teams, and there was no help from
friends or family members,” says Dreith. “As it turned
out, no one volunteered to help as the items were pretty
nasty.” Starting on Easter Sunday, Dreith and Leo collected three large garbage bags of clothing, which they
carefully washed. The two modeled the clothes at the
first annual Street Wear Fashion Show held at the church
during coffee hour on Pentecost Sunday. Outfits included scarves, flip flops, frayed jeans and sweatshirts – and
a garter belt, although no one will tell which contestant
modeled that item. The outfits were judged in various
areas of “couture,” and the contest was declared a “tie.”
Parishioners were then allowed to bid on clothing
that was “guaranteed not to fit.”
All proceeds were designated for the Cincinnati
Coalition for the Homeless. The fashion show raised
about $300 this year; the goal for next year is $1,000.
In addition to raising money, the event was a palpable reminder of the plight of the homeless and how
they are often forced to scavenge for nearly everything, including their clothes and shoes.

NEWS

Choir director marks final coda after four decades
BY LISA DARNELL
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Ruby Webster

Ruby Webster began her service at St.
Mark’s, Dayton, in 1961 when she was
hired as the organist while still maintaining her position as choir director for Peace
Lutheran Church in Beavercreek. In
1963, Webster became the choir director
at St. Mark’s – a position she held until
she retired earlier this year after more
than four decades.
Throughout her years at St. Mark’s,
Webster has kept the senior choir, children’s choir and the church entertained
by involving them in many opportunities
to display their varied and special talents.
Over the years, she built a reputation for
her choir as one of the best in the area.
Whenever the bishop visited, he always

complimented the choir.
One summer, while sitting in the congregation, Webster heard two remarkable
voices — one soprano and one tenor. So,
naturally Webster asked if they would
be interested in joining the choir, and of
course they did. She soon discovered that
they were both well versed in music and
were members of the Bach Society. Diane
and Frank Gentner became very active in
St. Mark’s music program. Since Webster
had been directing for more than 25 years
at that time, it seemed like a good idea to
retire. Diane Gentner was named the new
choir director, and for two years, she did
well in serving in this capacity. However,
after the two years, she resigned, and
Webster once again became St. Mark’s
fearless music leader.
Webster not only touched many lives

with more than four decades of music,
but she also touched the lives of countless children in the community through
piano lessons or music classes. Webster’s
first teaching assignment was at Overlook
School in Mad River Township, where
she moved about the Mad River school
district teaching music at various grade
levels. Eventually, Webster settled in
at Saville Elementary School as their
elementary music teacher, and in 1987
she added handbell choirs to their music
program. Additionally, Webster served
several years on the diocesan Music
Commission, although working with St.
Mark’s choir was her primary passion.
The people of St. Mark’s offer a special
note of thanksgiving to Ruby Webster
for her tireless dedication to music and
ministry.

Organist,
choirmaster retires
after 25 years
BY LYNN JOHNSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

The ministry of music has a long and significant role in The Episcopal
Church.
William Clausen, a professional church musician, has faithfully served as
organist and choirmaster for a quarter-century at St. John’s, Lancaster. Previously,
he had served in both Methodist and Presbyterian churches.
“Throughout his life, Bill
Clausen
has faithfully served his
William
Lord
and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
Clausen is
He
has
been
more than generhonored for
ous
with
his
time, talents and
his ministry
resources,
benefiting
St. John’s,
of music.
the Episcopal Church at large,
and the greater community,”
said the Rev. Bill Pursley, rector of St. John’s. “We are most
grateful for his outstanding service.”
St. John’s choir members and
others became intent on marking the retirement in a way that
would express their appreciation, as well as honor Clausen
for his service and commitment.
The group brainstormed to
come up with a gift. Then they
remembered: In 2000, Clausen
commissioned a composer to
write an anthem in honor of the
ordination of his wife, the Rev. Kathryn Clausen.
Knowing that St. Francis played an important role in Clausen’s life and
ministry, the congregation commissioned composer Sheena Phillips to create
“Instruments of Peace and Joy,” based on the traditional Prayer of St. Francis.
The newly commissioned work was unveiled earlier this year at a special
Choral Evensong in honor of Clausen.

Pennies for peace
Bethany School, an Episcopal school in Glendale, is participating in Pennies
for Peace. This program grew out of the book Three Cups of Tea, the story
of Greg Mortenson discovering his life’s work of building schools in Pakistan and
Afghanistan. The collection is being sponsored by the Lunch in the Library group;
seventh and eighth graders who meet during lunchtime once a week to discuss
Three Cups of Tea. Shown here, fourth graders Robert Weatherington and Kelsey
Sheldon add pennies to the collection.
Photo by Melinda and Scott Boyd
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Integrity practices evangelism with pride
BY TOM FEHR
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
When the Rev. Paula Jackson, rector at Church of Our
Saviour, Mount Auburn, was selected to be one of the
grand marshals in this year’s Cincinnati Pride Parade,
she saw a unique evangelism opportunity and enlisted the
local Integrity chapter for help.
Parishioners from several local parishes have been
planning what will be the largest-ever Episcopal presence
at a Cincinnati Pride event. Combining street evangelism
with grand liturgical procession, Jackson will lead a contingent of more than 100 marchers from 13 parishes and

two dioceses (Southern Ohio and Lexington). A “human
float” will include choreographed movement of rainbow
streamers, banners for all participating parishes and
a flatbed trailer for those unable to walk the distance.
“Blessings” consisting of a card and candy will be distributed along the parade route welcoming people to the
Episcopal Church and encouraging them to stop by the
Episcopal booth at the festival. Call and response chants
and songs will keep the crowd engaged.
At the festival site at Hoffner Park in Northside, there
will be an Integrity/Episcopal information booth with
another adjoining booth designed as a chapel with chairs,
prie dieu, votive candles and stained glass where people

can stop in for conversation and prayer.
“Mass in the Grass,” a version of Our Saviour’s
StreetChurch, will take place on the festival grounds. A
liturgical procession from the booth to the site will draw
people in as it makes its way through the park.
Jackson was chosen as one of the grand marshals
because of her many years of support for the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered (GLBT) community.
Integrity and area churches see the parade and festival
as an opportunity for evangelism. Their message: “The
Episcopal Church Welcomes You!”
To participate in the march or festival, contact Tom
Fehr at tjfehr@gmail.com or 513.662.1781.

Immigration journey takes 28 years
FROM PAGE 1

A country in turmoil
Although the region of Liberia has been settled since
at least the 12th century, the country received its name
– which means “Land of the Free” – from freed slaves
of America. This group became known as AmericoLiberians, and a class and power struggle ensued between
the Americo-Liberians and other native tribes. Since the
military coup in 1980, the country has been in a state
of upheaval and unrest, with two extended civil wars
that have killed thousands and ravaged the country’s
economy. Today many areas of Liberia still are without
running water and electricity systems, and the nation’s
infrastructure is in shambles.
A visitor’s visa allowed the Flemisters to escape the
violence in Liberia but when the weeks turned into months,
they realized that returning to Africa would be difficult.
“We were barely getting by,” says Flemister. “We slept
on mattresses on the floor. We only had what we could
pack into our suitcases.” Flemister wasn’t allowed to get
a job with a visitor’s visa, and she couldn’t secure a green
card. Eventually her husband returned to Liberia, despite
the dangers, to earn money to send to the United States
and support his family.
After a year or so, Flemister applied for a student visa,
which allowed her to stay legally in the United States.
She earned a bachelor’s degree in finance from Frankin
University and a MBA from Xavier. Meanwhile she
raised her two young children – alone most of the time.
“In circumstances like this, you make the best of it,”
she says. “It was like being a single mom without really
being one. Initially my husband was able to come to the
U.S. one or two times a year. As the situation deteriorated, the time between visits expanded.”
During the first civil war, which started in 1989,
Flemister didn’t know if her husband was dead or alive
for six months. The next year, the United States extended
temporary protective status to Liberian immigrants. For
the first time, Flemister, an attorney with a master’s
degree, could get a job. But with a decade-gap in work
experience on her resume, the best employment she
could get was as a customer service representative at an
auto store.
Through her stepmother, a U.S. citizen, Flemister
applied for a green card for her and her children. As
long as the children were under the age of 21, they could
be part of their mother’s application. But by the time
Flemister received her green card in 1998, her oldest
child Marcus was over 21 and attending school in Ghana.
He had to start his immigration process from scratch.
Flemister had to wait two years after receiving her
green card before she could apply for citizenship.

The Rev. Ernestein Flemister offers her first blessing after
being ordained a priest in June 2007.

Support of the faithful
With her immediate family separated, Flemister drew upon
her church family at St. Philip’s, Columbus, for support.
The Rev. Kwasi Thornell remembers meeting Flemister
when he arrived at St. Philip’s in 1996. She and her
daughter were very active members, singing in the choir
and as part of the leadership of the church, says Thornell,
who has since retired and lives in Maryland.
Her son was living in exile, says Thornell, and
Flemister was trying to bring him to the United States.
She couldn’t travel outside of the country because her
visa woudn’t allow it – and her son couldn’t travel here.
Thornell connected Flemister with the Episcopal Church’s
immigration office. He accompanied her to Immigration &
Naturalization Services hearings. He prayed with her.
“It was a very trying time for her,” says Thornell. “I tried
to be very pastoral and supportive to her and to the number
of families from Liberia and other countries who were
struggling with immigration rules …. These families were
living under tremendous pressure and emotional crisis.”
St. Philip’s parishioner Debby Stokes witnessed her
friend’s frustration and disappointment. Flemister’s experience changed the way Stokes views the United States.
“We claim to be the country that welcomes strangers, but
we invert that with all of the barriers we put up to keep people
from really being a part of our country,” says Stokes. “I was
embarrassed by how we were treating her. I was disappointed
because this was my country doing this. It goes against the
grain of our baptismal covenant, against my grain as a person,
against the grain of what I thought this country was.”
Southern Ohio’s former bishop, the Rt. Rev. Herbert
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Thompson, wrote letters on Flemister’s behalf. So did Ohio
Sen. John Glenn and others. Yet the waiting continued.
Eight years after she first applied for citizenship – and
28 years after Flemister came to the United States, she
received her naturalization certificate.
“I keep it at home in my desk drawer,” says Flemister.
“I have to use it for everything. I’m looking forward to
using it in November so that I can vote for the first time
in my life. It all feels very wonderful.”
Ordained in 2007, Flemister leads a congregation in
College Hill that is re-imagining itself and its ministry.
Under her leadeship, the congregation has started a Hip
Hop Mass and a monthly Healing Service using African
drumming, Reiki and traditional laying-on of hands.
While her daughter is a successful architect living in Texas,
Flemister still is struggling to bring her son to the United
States. She saw him two years ago, but for most of the past 15
years, they have been separated by oceans and red tape.
“You hear that the objective of immigration policy is
to keep families together,” says Flemister, “but I see that
with a lot of skepticism. We can e-mail and talk on the
phone, but I can’t give my son a hug.”
Yet Flemister follows up quickly with optimism:
“We’re getting closer now, I think. He’s eligible for an
immigrant visa.”

Immigration: Complicated, difficult issue

Flemister believes the experience has strengthened her
faith. It’s made her less judgmental, she says, and more
willing to look beneath the surface. She’s also learned to
be patient.
Marti Smith admires her friend for “the enormous
strength that it took to keep going, to keep fighting and
believing that God was always with her.”
Smith, the wife of the Rev. Charles Smith who was
rector of St. Philip’s during the 1980s, accompanied
Flemister to the citizenship ceremony. It was snowy and
slippery, but the 600 people in the auditorium had overcome bigger obstacles than slick roads.
“It was a very emotional and happy day,” says Smith.
“It reminded me of how much I take for granted because I
was born a citizen. For Ernestein, it was a long journey.”
Flemister acknowledges that there are no easy answers
to immigration policy. But she’s convinced that it
shouldn’t be so hard for families to remain intact.
“This has made me very sympathetic to the plight of
immigrants,” she says. “I think that too often the United
States doesn’t understand that immigrants have something
to contribute. Too often they’re viewed as a drain on the
system, as coming over here to take stuff, when most of the
time, immigrants end up being good citizens.
“We need to look at the desperate plight of people trying
to take care of their families,” Flemister says. “It’s not a
black and white situation – there are a lot of gray areas.”

NEWS

Mission transforms houses, lives

BY JIM FRODGE
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

On the last Saturday in April, several members of St. Mary’s Church in
Hillsboro joined members of their sister
congregation of St. Mary’s Church in
Middlesboro, Ky., to take part in Repair
Affair 2008. This volunteer team was
the latest outreach effort between the
two parishes to provide relief in one
of the poorest areas of the country. St.
Mary’s, Hillsboro, also has raised nearly
$1,000 through the sale of gift cards and
the Kroger Neighborhood Rewards Card
and has sent the money to St. Mary’s,
Middleboro, for distribution in the Bell
County community. Literacy is a big
issue, and in just six months, these two
parishes working together have provided
funding for five people to obtain Graduate
Equivalency Diplomas and provided
emergency financial assistance to the Bell
County Council on Literacy.
On this occasion, we were given the
task of making repairs to a home belonging to a man named Joe. Joe had recently
undergone back surgery that left him
able to walk only with great difficulty
with the assistance of a cane. We were
tasked with painting the exterior doors,
cleaning mildew off the siding, replacing
the handrails on two decks, installing a
new set of wooden steps on one of the
decks, repairing the vinyl skirting around
the house and correcting a badly sagging
deck.
We arrived at our site located on the
side of a steep hill, on a one-lane road
with no name, nestled deep in the moun-

Above: Members of
St. Mary’s, Hillsboro,
take part in Repair
Affair 2008.
Left: A team
from St. Mary’s,
Hillsboro, repairs
the home of “Joe” in
Middlesboro, Ky.
Photos by Tom
Conroy

tains. We unloaded our tools in a light
rain and did a quick walk around the
old, double-wide mobile home. As we
started pulling off the buckled skirting

from below the trailer, the rain stopped,
and the sun came out. We must have been
getting some outside help as we had perfect weather the rest of the day.

We soon found that the trailer was sitting on cinder blocks resting on dirt, and
that through the years it had shifted about
ten inches to the side from its original
position. This shifting had caused the
collapse of the cinder block piers under
the deck resulting in the severe sag. We
huddled to discuss our options and one
of the folks from Middlesboro reminded
us that the unofficial motto of Repair
Affair: “Improvise, adapt and overcome.”
After several telephone calls, a relative of
Joe’s arrived with bottle jacks. Within a
couple of hours, the doors were painted,
the siding was clean, and using jacks
and timbers, we were well on the way to
squaring things up and taking the sag out
of the deck. By late afternoon, we had
finished all of our assigned tasks and had
even done a few other repairs to make the
decks safer for Joe’s grandchildren. We
were all tired and dirty, and some of us
were even bruised, but none of that mattered when we watched Joe walk around
his now repaired decks and down the new
steps with a huge smile on his face. As we
stood together looking around us at the
beautiful mountains and seeing Joe’s joy,
we realized that we were the ones who
had truly been given a gift.
Repair Affair is an annual program
operated by the Bell-Whitley Community
Action and is designed to use volunteers
to repair homes belonging to the poor,
disabled or the elderly. These repairs are
ones that these people could not make
themselves and are intended to give the
homeowners pride in what they have.
For more information or to plan a Repair
Affair 2009, visit www.bell-whitley.org.

Reflection | Dirty hands, clean hearts
I am an introvert. For those who know me well this is
no surprise, but acquaintances may be shocked to learn
this. I would greatly prefer to spend time in quiet and
solitude than in service and action. I’d rather be fishing,
reading, anything but talking or making myself available.
But, Jesus calls us from comfort to challenge, from green
meadows to growth, from trout streams to living water. It
is not easy to answer that call.
Twice a month I have the obligation to attend worship
and distribution day at My Neighbor’s Place, a start-up
community ministry in our neighborhood. If the truth
were told, I don’t want to go each time. I could find so
many excuses. I would prefer to be doing other things,
but the fact is it’s hard to enter the door. I know what
awaits me: I will be pushed outside of myself. I won’t be
comfortable. I might have to open up my heart, and so I
pause at the door holding the handle.
I think St. Peter is the perfect example of what it
means to move outside ourselves in answering Christ’s
call to us. His life is a constant move from comfort, to

call, to challenge, to acceptance,
and starting the process over. One
of the first followers of Jesus,
his impetuousness is legendary -and so are his failures. “I’ll never
desert you!,” he cried. Yet, less
than 12 hours later, he insisted,
“I do not know the man!” His
concern for self-protection and
security trumped his devotion to
Jesus.
However, the story does not
end there. At the end of John’s
gospel, we find Jesus calling
Peter again, asking “Do you love
me?” When Peter says “yes,” Jesus commands him to
feed his sheep and to follow him. That’s what community ministry is about: feeding Jesus’ sheep, physically
and spiritually.
I am deeply comforted by the last little scene between

THE REV.
DAVE HALT
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Peter and Jesus, where Peter is told in no uncertain terms
that in the future, someone would put a belt around his
waist and lead him where he does not want to go. I know
the text says that “this was to indicate the type of death
by which he was to die,” but it’s more than that. The call
of Jesus is that belt around our waist, which leads us,
pulling us outside of our safe world and into the business
of feeding his sheep. And each time it is a little death, a
death of the self in surrender to God, and an opening for
the Resurrection power of Christ to cleanse and renew
us. And the better news: Jesus says follow me, so he’s
already there ahead of us.
And so I open that door today, and it’s a little bit easier.
If you will excuse me, there’s David, and I have good
news for him: We’ve found the furniture he needs for his
new apartment.
The Rev. David Halt is rector of St. James, Westwood, and
president of the Episcopal Community Services Foundation.
Contact him at revhalt@fuse.net or 513.661.1154.

FORMATION

SOLLI nurtures leaders, builds community
BY THE REV. CANON KARL RUTTAN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Do you want to be a more effective leader? Do you
want to acquire skills to facilitate responsible decision
making in your church? Do you want to expand your
understanding of peace and justice ministries—or
ecumenical and inter-faith work? Do you want to learn
more about group leadership and your own leadership
style? Do you want to learn more about the diocese
and the Anglican tradition? Then SOLLI might be for
you.
SOLLI is the Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative.
The purpose of SOLLI is to train lay leaders for effective service in congregations, the diocese and ecumenical involvement. SOLLI is a program of the Anglican
Academy, which provides experiences of learning, dialogue, training and ministry. SOLLI meets at the Procter
Camp & Conference Center three weekends each year
for a two-year program. Ten participants from around the
diocese are admitted each year.
Three skilled facilitators guide each weekend. The
leaders for 2007-08 are the Rev. John Bower, Wendell
Mulford and Madeleine Trichel, who is completing
her three-year rotation. Marsha Calloway will take
Trichel’s place for the 2008-09 program. Weekends

T

scheduled in 2008-09 are Sept. 5-7, Jan. 23-25, and
April 17-19.
The annual cost to the participant is $250, which can
be shared with the congregation. Applications are due
July 3. Scholarships funds are available. For more information, call the Anglican Academy at 800.461.8424 or
e-mail kay_sturm@epsicopal-dso.org. Applications also

are online at www.angacad.org. Each application must
be accompanied by a reference from a priest and a lay
person.
SOLLI is concluding a very rich and exciting year.
On June 5, 10 students will celebrate their graduation
at a special service, starting at 10:30 a.m. at Procter.
Everyone in the diocese is invited.

Participants praise SOLLI experience

he SOLLI program prepared me to serve through leadership
and to offer myself not only to my parish, but also to our
diocesan programs and commissions. The growth this program
offers is immeasurable; you grow in knowledge of the church and the
bible, knowledge in how outstanding leaders throughout our diocese
serve their ministries and in the number lay leader relationships you
develop while networking.

– Marsha Calloway, St. Philips, Columbus, and a newly
appointed SOLLI coordinator

T

he facilitators were great. We learned so much about group process from
Madeleine Trichel, one of the co-coordinators. We did a roundtable where we
were given situations that we had to resolve various conflicts. It was very helpful
to learn how to communicate with each other in a more effective manner.
I personally grew in confidence in my own leadership ability. I developed a deeper
commitment to the work of the diocese and a stronger faithfulness to God’s will for my
ministry. Learning to care and respect one another, we felt empowered to go into the
world as Christians and to respect and care for one another.
SOLLI is truly a wonderful program for those who discern a call to leadership. Many
can benefit by this program. We started as individuals from many churches and walks
of life but we came out truly as one in the body of Christ.

– Darryl Wilbur, Senior Warden, St. Patrick’s, Dublin, 2007 SOLLI graduate

I

embarked on my SOLLI journey not really knowing what might happen. I figured
that at the least, it would mean some fun weekends at Procter and a chance to meet
new people. This all turned out to be true – but little did I know how much of an
impact it would have on my life and my ministry!
After three months of SOLLI, I made a major career change. I would not have had the
courage to make such a move without the affirmation of my passions and gifts that the
SOLLI experience already had given me. Through participation in the program, I have
been able to see my three major passions – education, science, and spirituality – come
together in my vocation and in my work for the church. Part of the SOLLI experience is
being asked to serve on various diocesan commissions. When the chair of my assigned
commission moved, I was asked to take on the leadership of the Christian Formation
Commission. I feel so blessed to be able to work with an enthusiastic, energetic, committed commission as we work to discern how we can better serve the people of the
diocese.

– Melissa Shirley, chair Christian Formation, 2007 SOLLI graduate
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I

learned how to pray and how to talk to God. For many years, I’ve struggled with this concept. While SOLLI didn’t give me solid answers, it
gave me a contest to satisfy my yearning for spiritual peace.
I learned about church history. It helped me see that we are a living
church struggling to incorporate societal changes into our spiritual
lives. Sometimes we do poorly, such as the church’s response to the
civil rights movement. Sometimes we do well – incorporating the
demand for gender equality in our church lives. This context, tells
me that our current struggle to understand and deal with issues of sexuality can be met
honestly and that we will grow.
I use many of the ideals of SOLLI in my everyday life. I have incorporated many
aspects of social work in my criminal docket. I try to get people to do the things to
improve their lives – get an education, set goals and objectives, take care of their families, develop a work ethic. My goal and my ministry on the bench is to help people get
the tools to help themselves and to be productive citizens.

– Frances McGee, Judge,
Montgomery County Common Pleas Court, St. Margaret, Dayton

S

OLLI has provided us with tools to be more effective leaders in the church and the
diocese. It has taught me skills of listening to others and how to engage or challenge people without making them defensive. We had some great conversations
on the liturgy. The liturgy has become more meaningful, and I see ways to work with a
liturgy committee in a parish to enrich our worship.

– Thomas Jones, St. Patrick’s Dublin, first-year participant

T

he most useful part of the SOLLI experience for me has been the opportunity to
interact with people with personal backgrounds, life experiences and faith journeys that are very different from my own. The different experiences, views, and
situations, within the unifying arms of the Episcopal Church, will allow me to consider
my own experiences and those of others from a new perspective.
In addition to the bottom-up perspectives of the workshop participants, we got the
opportunity to hear the top-down perspectives of the bishops, canons, diocesan staff and
other outside speakers, which were very enlightening and useful. It is very interesting to
see a situation through the eyes of a member of a struggling inner-city parish, a member
of a rural parish cluster, and the diocesan bishop.
SOLLI has given me not only new perspectives and new experience, but also new
opportunities for ministry that I might not have considered otherwise. Opportunities for
ministry are all around us every day, and SOLLI will help me to recognize them when
they come up and hit me on the head.

MISSION

Troy sows seeds of transformation
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Eighteen years ago, several churches in Troy accepted
the invitation of Trinity co-rector Mel Schlachter to set
up an ecumenical non-profit to handle requests for emergency assistance. Many other communities have done
the same, but Troy’s Partners in Hope quickly took crisis
response to a new level.
From the start, the new partnership has inspired volunteers to use their talents in creative ways, significantly
improving the local safety net. The newest example is
Circles of Hope, which is forging a novel alliance of the
poor and well-to-do to unlock the town’s potential to
overcome poverty. That’s light years beyond doling out a
voucher for a tank of gas, though crisis help is still a key
part of PIH’s ministry.
“Through Circles, Partners in Hope is joining a
nationwide movement called Move the Mountain,which
aims to equip 25,000 families to move out of poverty
in the next ten years,” explains social worker Carolyn
Workman, a Trinity parishioner who has played a vital
role in the evolution of PIH’s programs. Troy is one
of the first 30 communities in the nation to adopt this Trinity parishioners Jim Beerbower, Evanthia Owen and Carolyn Workman with Partners in Hope Crisis Intervention Manager
Kelli Early at Partners in Hope.
strategy.
Each Circle matches a low-income head of household with four to five middle-class volunteers. Unlike
Turning talent into transformation
conventional mentoring programs, Circles includes
This story reports on the innovative work of an
Partners in Hope has several programs that mobilize
intensive leadership training for both groups, drawing
ecumenical
small
town
ministry
that
is
aided
by
unique
talents to fill community gaps.
on the discoveries of educator Ruby Payne on the “hida grant from the Episcopal Community
“If it’s volunteer work, it should be your passion,”
den rules” that shape decisions by people in different
explains Kelli Early, the program’s crisis intervention
social classes.
Services Foundation to Trinity, Troy.
coordinator. “If it’s your passion, you should be energized.
The adults – called Poverty Leaders – in the participatThis is just one example of how your
If you are not, it’s not the right assignment for you.
ing low-income families take a 15-session course on how
contributions to ECSF bring help and hope
In addition to the roles available to Circles of Hope
the middle class operates, much like American executives
volunteers, here are others:
learning how to do business with the Japanese.
throughout Southern Ohio. Learn more about
Christian Auto Repair: Volunteer mechanics spend one
The middle-class volunteers – called Allies – take three
Partners in Hope by calling 937.335.0448.
Saturday
a month doing free repairs for low income famitwo-hour seminars on the challenges faced by people in
lies who desperately need reliable transportation to get to
poverty and their coping strategies. Both groups practice
skills for deep and respectful listening.
what the families face. As Circles identify issues like work. A local car dealer lends them repair space for free.
Caregivers: Volunteers drive senior citizens to medical
Payne’s experience as a social change consultant has payday lending, we bring everyone to the table - bankled her to recommend cross-cultural competency as a ers, the mayor – and the landscape shifts. We’re hoping appointments and the grocery store, helping them save the
tool that people of any class can use to prevent shock that middle and business class people will realize that huge cost of local bus fare ($4 each way) and hours of waitand mutual alienation that can derail their ability to work the system is part of poverty and will identify opportuni- ing on scheduled senior transport options in the county.
Torrence Medical Fund: This is a ministry of Trinity,
together – an outcome too often seen in classrooms or ties to improve it. We are working to bring people with
Troy,
to which Partners in Hope refers people with
employment situations where low-income and middle knowledge and clout to the table.”
class people are thrown together.
The challenge is daunting. Partners in Hope previously crushing medical debt, like a woman who lost her job
“The relationships that develop are much more real, tried a traditional mentoring program, using women’s and insurance through a bout with cancer. Led by past
thoughtful and compassionate,” explains Workman, who support groups to help participants develop self-suf- senior warden Jim Beerbower, the committee helps the
a certified trainer in this curriculum, called Bridges Out ficiency. Each effort started with 15 women and ended person settle debts, combining a lump sum payment with
negotiations to turn any remaining debt into a monthly
of Poverty. “There is a lot less eye-rolling.”
with only two graduates.
The first purpose of the Circles is for the person in
Working with referrals from agencies like the county payment the person can handle with dignity.
Entry-level assignments: These include anything
poverty to set the agenda: what goals she or he wants Job and Family Services, staff and volunteers recruited
from
cutting the grass at the non-profit’s office to babyto achieve. The Leader then works with the Allies to 25 potential Circles families with the desire and potendevelop strategies.
tial to achieve self-sufficiency. Eleven started and seven sitting during Circle meetings. “These roles are a great
But the program has an even bolder goal: to open have continued – five headed by single women and two way for churches to offer new members a way to get
the eyes of the wider community to systemic causes of couples. These Leaders and their Allies have committed involved,” says Beerbower.
Consulting to Partners in Hope: Members of sponpoverty and to engage them together in finding solutions. to work together for 18 months.
The program uses weekly meetings over a meal to share
By mid-May, the Circles were well underway, with soring churches find exciting ways to share professional
learnings, build relationships and develop strategies. great excitement. The program offers a multitude of knowledge to strengthen PIH capacity. Workman has
Once a month, Circles invites the wider community rewarding roles for sponsoring churches, from bringing served as interim executive director of PIH and is now a
– government officials, clergy, business professionals – to food for a Circle meeting to serving as a consultant or consulting social worker to the Circles program. Trinity
parishioner Evanthia Owen, an information technology
Big View meetings.
advocate on a specific issue.
“The small picture would include goals such as a GED
Once Troy’s Circles of Hope has helped 25 families professional, enjoyed designing program administration
or job readiness,” explains Workman. “The Big View move out of poverty, Partners in Hope plans to work software for Partners in Hope, which is now being used by
meeting could focus on something like strengthening the with similar agencies in Piqua and Tipp City to replicate other non-profits. Trinity parishioner Don Swank coached
local economy.”
the program. Non-profits in neighboring communities the board and staff in adopting a business model that
“The goal is transformation for everyone,” she contin- already have adopted some of the innovations, which helped it evolve from a single staff member doing everyues. “Middle class people assume the government is tak- have made Partners in Hope so effective in turning crisis thing to the current effective system with clearly defined
and sustainable responsibilities for staff and volunteers.
ing care of the poor. Our hope is that the Allies can learn into opportunity.
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NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati East

Children at the St. Thomas Nursery School at St.
Thomas, Terrace Park, participated in a Trike-a-thon
in April, raising more than $1,000 for the St. Jude
Children’s Hospital.

Cincinnati West

As part of their partnership with Duvall Elementary
School, St. Stephen, Cincinnati, held a “Learn to Earn”
Buck Store at the school in May. Students earn play
“bucks” during the school year for positive behavior
and may use their bucks to buy toys, games and other
items at the store. Parishioners volunteered to man
the store for several days at the end of the school year
event.
St. James, Westwood, initiated a community dinner, welcoming nearly 40 people from the neighborhood the first month. The dinner is offered on the last
Thursday of each month from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. All of
the meals served are economical and nutritious, and
attendees at the dinners are provided with recipes and
instructions on how to prepare the meal in their own
home.

Columbus

A team of walkers from Trinity, London, will participate in the Madison County Relay for Life on June 1314. The team is walking in memory of parishioner Doris
Keel and in honor of parishioner Shirley Spencer. Each
walker is working to raise $100 for cancer research. If
you would like to help them reach their goal, contact the
church at 740.852.9298.
The Culture Club, a book and movie discussion group
at Trinity, Columbus, prepared for their annual visitation from Bishop Breidenthal by reading his first book,
Christian Households; The Sanctification of Nearness,
published in 1997.

Episcopal Divinity School recently honored two alumni, the Rev.
Compton Allyn, retired, and Marianne Rust Rowe, parishioner at
Indian Hill Church, with distinguished donor awards for their work
and commitment to the St. John’s Society at EDS.
Jeffrey Vonderschmidt, a kindergartner at Sands Montessori
School and a parishioner of Christ Church Cathedral, played his
cello with the Suzuki Cooperative of Cincinnati Public Schools at
an Art Link fundraiser that honored Paavo Jarvi, the conductor of
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. Vonderschmidt, who has been
playing the cello for about 18 months, was the youngest member to
play as part of the cooperative.
Constance Sanders, Christ Church Cathedral, was recently recognized by the Kentucky Music Educators Association for more than
25 years of service to the profession.
The Rev. Stephen Smith, rector of St. Patrick, Dublin, is training
for the Fat Rabbit triathlon to be held June 29 in Columbus. Smith
is participating as part of Team in Training, to raise money for the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. In last year’s triathlon, Smith completed a “sprint,” which included ½ mile of swimming, 17 miles biking and 3 miles running. This year he hopes to complete the Olympic
distance of one mile swimming, 26 miles biking and 6 miles running.
Brad Merton, St. John, Lancaster, an officer with the 82nd
Airborne stationed in Afghanistan, was sent along with three other
officers to a Czech Army base to help prepare a company of Czech
soldiers for deployment at the Afghan base. The Czech Republic
government was so impressed with the four officers that they presented them with the Czech equivalent of the U.S. Bronze Star.
Merton and the other recipients have been given permission to wear
the award on their uniforms, and the citations will become a part
of their official personnel records. Merten completed his tour in
Afghanistan and returned to the United States in May.

Dayton

A representative from the Dayton Autism Society will
present “Connecting with Autism” on, June 14 from 10 to
11:30 a.m. at St. George, Washington Township. The program will briefly share what autism is – and what it isn’t. This
will be followed by a presentation and discussion on how
individuals and organizations can be more inclusive and supportive to those with autism and to their families. A question
and answer session with light refreshments will follow the
discussion. For more information, call 937.434.1781.
The Prayer Shawl ministry at St. Paul, Dayton, is planning a fall raffle of baby items created by members of the
ministry. They are creating layettes, including pastel-colored baby blankets, booties, hats, sweaters, burp cloths,
cross-stitched bibs and soft infant toys. No word yet on a
date for the raffle – we’ll keep you posted.

Miami River

Members of the Social Justice Commission at Holy Trinity,
Oxford, spent some time cleaning out gardens and planting
iris bulbs. In exchange, the workers were rewarded with some
bulbs to take home – energy saving light bulbs, that is.
The ECW at Trinity, Hamilton, recently held a mother/daughter “at the movies” luncheon. The event was
held on Mother’s Day weekend to offer a great activity
for daughters to spend some time with their moms and
other ladies of their church family.

Northeast

Parishioners at St. John, Lancaster, enjoyed a Cinco
de Mayo fiesta on Cuatro de Mayo (May 4) after the service. Everyone brought their favorite Mexican-style dish
to share for the fiesta.

Northwest

The partner churches of the Northern Miami Valley
Episcopal Cluster will participate in “Art on the Square,” July

19 on the grounds of Epiphany, Urbana. The event runs from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., with refreshments served all day and lunch
available from noon to 2 p.m. Beginning at 5 p.m., a community Bible, Burgers and Brew event will be held as a way to
invite members of the community to sample the fellowship of
the cluster. All proceeds from the event will support the work
of African Team Ministries and their work to feed, educate and
house AIDS orphans in east Africa and resettling refugees from
dislocations in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. For more information, contact the Cluster office at 937.653.3497.

Ohio River

The Christ Church Cathedral imprint was all over
the Annual YWCA Racial Justice “Heart to Heart” breakfast held at the Freedom Center. Parishioner Chuck Judd
received the Racial Justice Award for his lifelong work
for social justice and ending housing discrimination. Judd
established and served as the first president of Housing
Opportunities Made Equal. Parishioner Elizabeth Brown is
the current executive director of HOME, and parishioner Jan
Michele Lemon Kearney was chair of the event.

Scioto River

All Saints, Portsmouth, had a busy May. They welcomed
more than 400 bicyclists to their fellowship hall-turned
Italian bistro on May 10. The bicyclists traveled from
Columbus to Portsmouth for the annual TOSRV (Tour
of the Scioto River Valley). Early the next morning at the
church, riders received a high-protein and carbohydrate
breakfast of sausage and pancakes before making the long
trek north. Two weeks later, All Saints opened its doors for
a Community Health Fair. Various screenings, safety tips
and other information was distributed to folks throughout
Scioto County. On June 7, All Saints’ new ministry, Rescued
by Saints, is hosting a community yard sale to raise money
for missionaries Michael and Anita Dohn and their work in
preventing and treating HIV and AIDS in the Dominican
Republic.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation.
Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202. Not mass mailing your newsletters anymore?
Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to julie_murray @episcopal-dso.org and richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org.
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ACNS: In the splendor of the Church of Santa Maria Sopa
Minerva, Rome, the Very Rev. David Richardson, former Dean of
Melbourne, (Australia) was installed and blessed as the new Director
of the Anglican Centre in Rome on May 7. He also will serve as the
Archbishop of Canterbury’s personal representative to the Holy See
(The Vatican and the Pope). The use of this church, where the sacred
remains of St. Catherine of Siena rest, is the titular church of Cardinal
Cormac Murphy O’Connor of Westminster, and was offered to the
Anglicans for this special service.
Cardinal Walter Kaspar, head of the Pontifical Council for Church
Unity, participated in the liturgy and gave a warm welcome to the new
director. He was accompanied by the Rev. Canon Monsignor Donald
Bolen. Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams gave the homily,
and the lesson was read by Fung Yi Wong, a member of the ACR Board
representing the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC).
In his homily, Archbishop Rowan told the 300-member congregation that the work of the church must be accomplished with “a deep
awareness of the spirit and the cross, not just warm feelings” as well
as warning about what some see as “fearful exclusion.” In his words
to Father Richardson, he said that one must show “Christ-like love at
work at the disposal of each other, trying to discover how God’s gifts
can be put into the service of others”. The archbishop encouraged the
new director to “interpret and share what you learn here to the wider
Anglican Communion.”
Speaking of Blessed Julian of Norwich, Archbishop Williams
recalled her words, “Love was his meaning” and reminded the congregation to “surrender to the crucified” and to do all we do in “a spirit of
generosity.”
In his charge to Richardson, Archbishop Williams said, “to serve
the cause of Christian unity is to serve the mission and ministry of the

Lambeth conference

Next month’s Interchange will focus on the Lambeth Conference. Stay
up-to-date by visiting the diocesan website, www.episcopal-dso.org,
Lambeth link from the homepage.
whole church. It is a privilege and a joy, and in our unhappy divisions,
it is an urgent responsibility.”
Leading the installation was the Rt. Rev. Stephen Platten, Bishop of
Wakefield, Chairman of the Board of Governors. The Rt. Rev. Pierre
Whalon, Bishop of the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe
was present, as was the Rt. Rev. Edward Holland and Mary Reath and
a delegation from the American Friends of the ACR. Bishop Thomas
E. Breidenthal, a newly appointed member of the ACR, also attended.
(See the bishop’s column on page 2)
The outstanding choir and servers came from the two Anglican congregations, All Saints Church and St. Paul’s Within the Walls. Both congregations have high profiles in the wider Rome community, especially
in the areas of mission to immigrants and support of young musicians
and artists.
Archbishop Williams and Cardinal Kaspar shared in giving the final
blessing at the service. The new director and his wife, Margaret, already
have begun to receive pilgrims, students and guests.
Earlier in that week Archbishop Williams had a meeting with His
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI at the Vatican. The Building Bridges
initiative had their meeting the same week and on Friday, Archbishop
Williams met with Cardinal Dias, who is coming to the Lambeth
Conference as a keynote speaker, and with other officials of the Roman
Catholic Church.

SCHOLAR’S CORNER
What do you think about the Charismatic Movement in the
Episcopal Church and about Pentecostalism in general?
Sorry, but I don’t have a simple answer
for you about the charismatic movement.
In a nutshell, I think the basic charismatic religious experience is good and
beneficial, but some of the theology found
in charismatic circles is problematic and
charismatic experience is not to be mistaken for the highest level of spirituality
possible. So I recommend charismatic
spirituality but warn people to proceed
with caution because of a number of common pitfalls.
First the positives: It seems to me (and
I speak from personal experience in the
charismatic movement) that the basic
religious experience of charismatic spirituality (the initial experience often called
“the Baptism of the Holy Spirit” and the
subsequent charismatic prayer life and
worship experience) is basically about a
sense of intimacy with God in which God
is experienced as present and willing to
bless. There is in charismatic worship an
expectancy of God manifesting Himself,
providing guidance and encouragement
to the gathered worshipers, often through
first-person messages from God in what

is called prophecy or in an interpretation
of tongues. At its most basic level, charismatic spirituality is about openness to the
presence of God right here and right now.
In this style of spirituality, an openness to
God and to God speaking to us and coming to us through others is valued.
I think this openness is a good thing for
one’s spiritual life. But – and here comes
the first warning – the openness to God
and God’s action in your life can leave one
vulnerable to being hurt – not by God, of
course, but by human beings. You do not
have to look far to find stories of people
who were greatly harmed in various ways
while involved in the charismatic movement. The most dramatic examples of
being hurt are clearly cases like Jonestown,
where a charismatic church’s leader, Jim
Jones, became the cult leader, eventually
persuading his followers to commit suicide. But there are thousands of other stories of people hurt by charismatic churches
because they were so open to the leadership of their church that they accepted and
went along with things that were false, sick
or crazy. Weird, bizarre beliefs sometimes

originate spontaneously and proliferate wildly in
the Pentecostal
world, leading
non-charismatic Evangelical
Protestants
to
regard charismatics as prone to
unbiblical, sometimes even heretical ideas.
As to my second caveat, there is a tendency for people
involved in Pentecostalism to think that they
have arrived and have become much closer
to God and much more spiritual. And it is
true that when people have the “Baptism
of the Holy Spirit” experience, they often
report that their religious experience has
been transformed from dry and uninteresting to one of peace, love and joy.
But the charismatic experience alone
does not bring with it wisdom and maturity. (Remember, Jim Jones and all his
People’s Temple congregation were
Pentecostals.) If it did, there would not be
some of the bizarre, off-the-wall beliefs
and practices in the Pentecostal world,
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such as snake handling.
By the way, I consider the charismatic
movement to have some similarities with
experience-oriented movements in other
religious traditions. What I have in mind
is the Hasidic Movement in Judaism and
the Sufi Movement in Islam. All three, it
seems to me, have the same positive elements and tendencies toward the same
problems. All three place great importance
on the inner life of prayer and seek to experience intimacy, even union, with God. All
three are characterized by joy and exuberance and a sense of the Presence of God.
This much is good about each movement,
even if each is plagued by problems similar to those of charismatic Christianity, like
putting leaders up on pedestals and other
“cultic features,” including gullibility and
therefore a tendency to accept uncritically
whatever is taught.
So do I recommend the charismatic
movement? Yes, I do. But proceed with
caution.
Questions about the Bible or other
religious subjects may be sent to
2146 Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CALENDAR

June

6 – Anti-racism training at Christ Church
Cathedral, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Anti-racism
training consists of four parts: reading to
be done prior to training, the training day at
Christ Church Cathedral, work to be completed after training day and a follow-up
meeting that will be scheduled on training
day. This is an anti-racism workshop and
not a diversity or multi-cultural workshop.
Cost: $10 for lunch. The registration deadline is May 28. Contact: Debby Stokes at
614.933.8715.
6-8 – Deacons’ school at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at
800.461.8424 or 614.461.8429.

CONGRATULATIONS

Stires at 800.582.1712.
16-21 – Junior Camp
19 – Standing Committee meeting at
Diocesan House, 12 p.m. Contact: Chet
Cavaliere at 513.271.9630.

The Rev. Philip College, rector of St. John’s, Worthington, and Debra
College welcomed their first grandchild, Jackson Alexander Miller. Their
daughter, Anne College Miller, gave birth on May 15 to Jackson, who
weighed 5 lbs, 14 ounces and measured 19 inches. Anne and her husband,
Alex, are members of Redeemer, Hyde Park.

NEWLY ORDAINED

19 – Intern luncheon, 12 p.m. Info TBA.
19 – ECSF board meeting at Procter Camp
& Conference Center, 6 p.m. Contact: the
Rev. Dave Halt at 513.661.1154.
21 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse
Prevention training at St Peter’s, 45 W Winter
Street, Delaware 43015 and St Mary’s, 234 N
High Street, Hillsboro 45133. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
See info above.

God willing, Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal and Bishop Kenneth L.
Price Jr. will ordain nine people to the diaconate and seven to the priesthood
in June. Everyone in the diocese is invited to be a part of the services; clergy
should vest in red stoles. (See calendar for more information).
These are the placements of the newly ordained deacons and priests:

NAME

PLACEMENT

23-28 – Intermediate Camp

Ordained to the Diaconate

7 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle
Thompson at 740.355.7964.

24 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.

Douglas Argue
Steven Domienik

St. James, Columbus
summer work in South Africa

7 – Deacons’ school graduation at Procter
Camp & Conference Center, 11 a.m. All
are invited.

24 – General Convention deputation
meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, 6 to 9 p.m. Contact: Jon Boss at
513.761.2630.

Thomas Fehr

summer work at Holy Trinity, Oxford

Jeanne Miller,

St. Stephen, Cincinnati

Arthur Mills, Jr.

St. Andrew, Dayton

deniray mueller
Barbara Schmitt

Trinity, Columbus
Trinity, Hamilton

Mary Slenski

St. Mark, Dayton

Theresa Thornton
Jackie Williams

St. Barnabas, Montgomery
St. Anne, West Chester

7 – Diocesan Council at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 1 to 5 p.m. Contact: the
Rev. Rob Baldwin at deaconreb@yahoo.
com.
7 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse
Prevention training at St Philip’s, 166
Woodland Ave, Columbus 43203. 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment
are required. The cost of the training is
$15, which includes lunch and materials.
Payment should be mailed to Geri McDaniel,
Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St.
Cincinnati, 45202 or register online under
Administration, Misconduct Prevention.
Make checks payable to the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. Training is required of all
clergy, employees of a church, youth ministers, Stephen Ministers, Eucharistic Visitors,
counselors, volunteers and any lay person that interacts or has care of children.
Contact: Deacons Fred and Diana Shirley at
614.882.9038.
8-13 – Summer Camp counselor training at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact:
the Rev. Ruth Paulus at 937.878.5614.
10 – Executive staff meeting at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.
10 – Anti-Racism training at Procter Camp
& Conference Center, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. See
info above.
11 – Commission on Congregational Life
meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Pat Ellertson at
740.826.4270.
13 – Stewardship Commission meeting at
Procter Camp & Conference Center, 6 p.m.
Contact: Dick Tuttle at 740.374.8508.
14 – Deacons’ ordinations at Christ Church
Cathedral, 11 a.m. Clergy red stoles.
14 – Stewardship Conference at Procter
Camp & Conference Center, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.
16 – Mission Payments due to Diocesan
House by close of business. Contact: Chris

28 – Priesthood ordinations at St. Matthew,
Westerville, 11 a.m. Clergy red stoles.

July
4 – Diocesan offices closed for Independence
Day
6-12 – Senior Camp
9 – Commission on Congregational Life
meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Pat Ellertson at
740.826.4270.
16-Aug 3 – Lambeth Conference

Ordained to the Priesthood

16-20 – Outdoor Adventure Camp I

Leslie Flemming

Grace, Pomeroy & St. Peter, Gallipolis

David Kendall-Sperry
Steven Paulikas

St. John, Worthington
looking outside diocese

Alton Plummer

Trinity, Columbus

17-20 – Wee Tweens Camp
22-26 – Boys and Girls Camp
23-27 – Outdoor Adventure Camp II
28-31 – Creation Camp
31-Aug 3 – Family Camp

Sallie Schisler

Mark it down!
Aug. 7: Clergy Household/Family Day
at Procter. A time for clergy and spouses/
partners to meet with bishops and debrief
about the Lambeth Conference.. The
event also is open to trustees, Standing
Committee, Diocesan Council and staff
members. Activities and childcare provided for children. Register online at www.
episcopal-dso.org. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
event is free.

All Saints, Portsmouth
& Christ Church, Ironton
Joseph Stewart-Sicking Loyola College
Phillip Webster

June
1

Aug. 23: ECSF Grant writing workshop
with Bonnie Anderson. See page 13 for
more information.

8

Sept. 13: Mountain Grace V conference in
Athens

15
22

Sept 27: Fire Up for Christian Formation,
to be held at Procter Camp & Conference
Center with Bishop Breidenthal as the keynote speaker.
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St. George, Dayton &
St. Mary, Waynesville

SPONSORING
PARISH
Same
Our Saviour,
Cincinnati
Our Saviour,
Cincinnati
Holy Spirit,
Forest Park
St. Francis,
Springboro
Same
All Saints,
Cincinnati
Christ Church,
Dayton
Same
Christ Church,
Glendale
Good Shepherd,
Athens
St. Patrick, Dublin
St. John,
Columbus
St. James,
Clintonville
Christ Church,
Ironton
Redeemer,
Cincinnati
St. John,
Lancaster

VISITATIONS
Bishop Breidenthal
St. John, Worthington
Bishop Price
St. Timothy, Anderson Twp.
Bishop Breidenthal
Trinity, Columbus
Bishop Price
St. Andrew, Evanston
Bishop Breidenthal
St. Paul, Greenville
Bishop Breidenthal
Christ Church, Dayton
Bishop Price
Christ Church, Glendale
Bishop Breidenthal
Christ Church, Springfield
Bishop Price
Christ Church, Ironton
Episcopal visitations will resume in September.

NEWS

House of Deputies President to keynote ECSF workshop
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Bonnie Anderson, president of General Convention’s
House of Deputies, has accepted an invitation from
Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr. to give the keynote address at
ECSF’s annual grantseekers’ workshop August 23.
“She will brief us on how the Episcopal Church
remains committed to responding to poverty and justice issues at home as well as our commitment to the
Millennium Development Goals and how we in the local
dioceses and congregations can be in partnership with
the wider Church in these matters,” says Bishop Price.
“I hope that she also can give us her reflections on the
church following this summer’s Lambeth Conference,
as well as on the upcoming General Convention.”
Anderson also will lead one of the afternoon briefings
on grant sources and how local churches can interact with
the Episcopal Church in domestic mission.
The Episcopal Com-munity Services Foundation

provides grants and free
planning help for the
anti-poverty ministries of
congregations in this diocese. The Aug. 23 conference at Procter Camp&
Conference Center is
an expanded session of
ECSF’s annual how-to
workshop on grantwriting.
The day will include other
nuts-and-bolts sessions,
including how to develop
a strong project plan as a
Bonnie Anderson
basis for grant proposals
and creative ways to pull together resources for effective response when churches themselves also are enduring financial hardship.
Anderson was elected president of the House of
Deputies at the 75th General Convention in Columbus in

2006. She serves on numerous church boards and committees, including the Committee on the Status of Women,
the Investment Committee, CREDO Advisory Board
and the Anti-Racism Training Team for the Episcopal
Church. As an adjunct faculty member for several years
at the University of Michigan, Anderson taught courses
in the Women’s Studies Department and in the School of
Natural Resources. Anderson’s published works include
“Spirituality and the Earth, Exploring Connections,” “A
Citizen’s Guidebook to the Great Lakes Ecosystem,” and
“Deputy – not Delegate – Handbook to the 75th General
Convention.”
Anderson’s weekend in the Diocese of Southern
Ohio starts with a Friday night gathering in Columbus
with junior and senior high Episcopal students on youth
involvement in the Episcopal Church. She will preach at
Christ Church Cathedral on Aug. 24.
To sign up for the Aug. 23 workshop, visit ECSF’s
website at www.ECSFsouthernohio.org and click on the
link at the top of the home page.

NEWS NOTES
Deacon wins Humanitarian Award

St. Peter’s offers hymn sing

Dr. Connie Jo McCarroll, who serves as a deacon at St. George’s, Dayton, has
received the M. Bridget Wager, DO, Humanitarian Award from the Ohio Osteopathic
Association. This award recognizes individuals who have unselfishly devoted their time
and talents to assist those less fortunate. She will be presented with the award on June
20 during the 110th Annual Ohio Osteopathic Scientific Seminar in Columbus.
McCarroll has been organizing mission trips to Gautamela since 1997.
Congratulations!

St. Peter’s, Delaware, will offer a concert by the parish choir and a community
hymn sing on June 29 at 6 p.m. As part of the parish’s commemoration of St. Peter’s
day, this event will celebrate the dedication of the parish’s latest musical acquisition,
Lift Every Voice and Sing II: An African-American Hymnal (LEVAS).
The Rev. Dr. Harold Lewis, rector of Calvary Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, will
join this celebration as part of the program, providing commentary and perspective
on the formation of LEVAS, and its importance in the Episcopal Church. He also
will speak to how this hymnal can be a resource in expanding worship, enhancing
spirituality and reaching others outside the parish doors.
“I am honored and happy that Dr. Lewis will be able to be with us, offering his
insight and vision as we celebrate this important addition to our musical resources at
St. Peter’s,” said the Rev. Charles Wilson, St. Peter’s rector.
Dr. Lewis was the Director of the Office of Black Ministries when LEVAS was
released. He is a musician who enjoys accompanying soloists and he has written
hymns which have appeared in LEVAS, Wonder Love and Praise and This Far By
Faith.
“The evening is meant to be a time of learning, sharing and surely spirit,” says
Fr. Wilson, “all brought together and connected by some of the most wonderful
music that we can claim as part of our tradition – a tradition of which we may
not have too much familiarity. What a gift LEVAS is to us and to the life of our
church!”
The evening will begin at 5 p.m. with a light reception. The concert will begin
at 6 p.m. with music performed by the parish choir under the direction of Carol
Hallenbeck. The event will be free and open to the public. For more information,
call the parish office at St. Peter’s 740.369.3175 or e-mail at rectorstpeters@verizon.
net.

Interfaith program launches green sermons initiative
Ohio Interfaith Power and Light announces a campaign to recognize Creation Care
sermons by clergy or faith community leaders in Ohio. Any sermon presented in Ohio,
from the first of this year and received by the end of summer (Aug. 31), will qualify.
This includes, for example, a green sermon already given for Earth Day 2008.
E-mail or mail the sermon to ohioipl@gmail.com or Ohio Interfaith Power and
Light. They will post it on the website, as well as donate a copy of the organization’s
“Lighten Up!” and the new “Renewal” videos to each faith community that submits
a sermon.
Prayers, litanies, calls to worship or other accompanying materials also may be
submitted and will be posted together with the sermon. For those who are writing a
new sermon, click the following link for a list of green sermons to reference (www.
interfaithpower.org/theology.htm#serm).
For more information on OhIP&L visit: www.ohipl.blogspot.com.

Stewardship conference explores joy
Stewardship is not “just about money.” That’s the
message that William E. Wrenn will share during the
Stewardship Conference on June 14 at the Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Using humor throughout
his workshop, Wrenn will talk about the Every Member
Canvass as “the vehicle of his conversion experience.”
Wrenn is the missioner for congregational development, stewardship and evangelism for the Diocese of
North Carolina. He will explore the notion of whether
the canvass is about making money or changing lives.
Cost of the program is $15 to cover lunch. Please preregister online (Stewardship Conference) or by e-mail
to rtuttle@suddenlink.net. You may pay online or at the
door. The program runs from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Knitting ministry holds prayer day

William Wrenn

Comfort and Joy, the prayer shawl knitters ministry at Christ Church, Glendale,
invites all prayer shawl knitters to a gathering on June 26 at 10 a.m. at Christ
Church. The day will begin with a short prayer service and a meditation on
knitting as prayer given by Deacon Top Borden of Ascension & Holy Trinity,
Wyoming. Time for quiet knitting will follow. Those who do not wish to continue
in quiet are welcome to adjourn to Olivia House where beverages and snacks and
time for sharing will be available. A brown bag lunch will follow with more time
for exchanging ideas and stories.
Please bring any materials used to spread your ministry and samples of any
unique shawls you may be knitting. We also will be discussing a ministry to military families. Information: 513.771.1544 or leb204@fuse.net.
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Love Song: Jim’s harpsichord
One part of Jim Campbell’s basement is the workshop
where he’s putting together a harpsichord for Southern
Hills United Methodist Church in Lexington. It’s this
harpsichord and others that I wanted to know about when
I visited Jim this spring. However, another part of the
basement is given over to the most elaborate N gauge
model railroad I’ve ever seen. I’ll start with the railroad.
N gauge trains are 1/160th of the size of the real thing,
about a quarter of the size of the trains we played with as
children. You need the eyes and hands of a watchmaker
even to put the wheels on the 9-millimeter track.
The focus of the layout is an Appalachian town served
by two railroads. The engines and their cars are fascinating, but the town’s buildings drew my attention. By
the track is a coaling station modeled after one that was
used at Lebanon Junction, Ky. The passenger station
is a replica of the one in Maysville, Ky. There are two
churches: one is an Episcopal Church – formally, Jim is
the Rev. James Campbell, retired, sort of. It’s named St.
Pelagius after an early church heretic. The other church,
a white clapboard building, he created from photos of
Bethel Christian Church in Indiana where his father was
once pastor.
Last year Jim visited towns in Indiana and Ohio where
he once lived and took photos of houses he intends to
recreate. All the streets are named after places he lived
until he was a teenager. Many of the buildings are from
kits, and he modifies those. But a number of structures
are models of real places that have to do with his childhood. He built those from scratch.
On a corner of the main street Jim pointed out a restaurant, very detailed. Then he lifted the top and showed
the interior, with tables and chairs and pictures on the
walls. Jim’s hands always want to work. Some people
play with trains and layouts. Jim creates them.
Upstairs we get down to the business of the harpsichords. In a room of its own is the instrument he built for

himself. It’s a beautiful thing
just to look at, but when Jim
sat down and played a little
Bach, the instrument became
what it was created for. And
there’s a story behind it.
Jim built his first harpsichord in 1963 in California.
“It was so much fun I decided
I’d like to build another one
some day.” He gathered information and studied how to
build a French two-hand harpsichord. He built it in 1972 in
Cincinnati and kept it until 1986 when he went to seminary to prepare for ordination.
“Once you’ve built an instrument like that it sparks interest on the part of people and they say, won’t you build me
one? That’s how I got into it.”
Jim worked at various jobs until 1977, when he apprenticed himself to the piano technicians school to learn to
tune pianos, and he supported his family by doing that and
creating custom built instruments on commission.
His own harpsichord was the result of a job he did
to restore an instrument built in 1770 in London. It was
brought to this country by a man who had an estate on an
island in the Ohio River at Parkersburg, W.V.
He was connected with Aaron Burr, and Burr’s dreams
of an empire in what was then the west. The result was
that he lost everything. Somehow the harpsichord made
its way over the years to the Winters family in Dayton,
Ohio, and then to an antique mall in Cincinnati. Its new
owner asked Jim to restore it.
Consulting with a restorer in Boston, Jim worked for
several months rebuilding the harpsichord so it played. “I
restored it completely and got it working…and it was quite a
moving experience when I first began to get music out of it.
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“You wonder about the person who made this, and how
many people have worked on it. What kind of person was
Baker Harris who built the instrument? I wonder who’s
played this? There’s got to be a story there if you only knew
what it was. It hadn’t been played for at least a hundred
years. Some of the action parts were inoperable and had been
that way for a long time. I had to very carefully repair cracks
in the soundboard and re-glue the bridge down in places and
put tiny screws in where they wouldn’t show because you
want to keep the antique value of the instrument.
“Working with all the little pieces made me feel I was in
touch with something from the past and when I actually got
it strung and brought up to pitch and got it tuned so it had a
voice again, it was quite something, very moving.”
While he had the instrument in his shop, he made measurements and drawings of it and recreated the instrument
from scratch in 1995 and ‘96 in Pennsylvania where he was
rector of a church. That is the harpsichord he has today.
It was the last one he had built until recently. “I’ve
done some piano tuning, a skill I’d like to keep active so I
don’t lose it.” Two people in Lexington have brought him
harpsichords in the last year or two for refurbishing. Now
he’s building a two-manual Flemish harpsichord for the
Methodist church. “What I used to do I’m doing again.”
Jim has been a teacher, worked for Douglas Aircraft, was
a technical writer, and editor of adult Sunday school materials before going into business for himself. As many of us
did, for several years he resisted a call to ordained ministry.
He graduated from Seabury-Western Seminary in Chicago
and was ordained in the Diocese of Chicago.
Now retired, three days a week Jim is priest associate
for pastoral care at the Church of the Good Shepherd in
Lexington. He is also an adjunct teacher at Midway College
in the School for Career Development. He has taught courses on world religious, and the Old and New Testaments.
“I just don’t know how to retire. I don’t think I’d be
happy if I really did.”

Formation | My life as a vocational deacon
I will praise the Lord, who counsels me.
Even at night, my heart instructs me. I have set the
Lord always before me. Because He is at my right
hand, I will not be shaken. (Psalm 16:7-8)
Trinity Episcopal Church on Capital Square was the designated church for the General Convention in Columbus in
2006. I had been ordained for four months as a vocational
deacon in the Diocese of Southern Ohio Diocese, and this
was my first time to attend a General Convention. I was
completing two years of field work at Trinity Church,
where I had the privilege to serve as the deacon for noonday services during the convention. My prayer everyday
was, “Father, make me a blessing to someone today,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.” To my joy, I
found that I was on the receiving end of the blessings.
After becoming a Deacon, I often prayed for God to lead
me in the direction where He wanted me to serve. I have
fed the homeless, visited the sick and shut-in and I am
presently serving as a group leader for a 34-week Bible
Study entitled “Disciple.” This is an inter-denominational
Bible study that meets weekly at St. Philip, Columbus.
As a group, we are learning and growing together.
The Lord has been faithful in directing me where He
wants me to serve. In the past two years, I have served as
the bishop’s chaplain and preached several funerals. Once
a month, I preach at my church, St. Philip. I serve as a
trustee for the Minority Empowerment Initiative Trust for
the diocese, and I am active in other ways in the community. I mentor a female high school student in the community. I am initiating a program to encourage skill develop-

ment and self-awareness with
women of different cultures and
races who have been incarcerated and are now living and
working under supervision in
the Columbus community.
Some have even regained custody of their children. The programs that are being offered
are aerobics, quilting, cooking,
karate and beginning computer
classes. The computer class has
already started; the other programs will be starting shortly. I
am learning that things happen
when God wants them to happen, not when Jennie wants
them to happen. All of the programs are also open to
people of the neighborhood.
Early in 2007, I had the honor of attending the Episcopal
Church Women’s Irish Weekend Retreat with the people
of St. Patrick’s, Dublin. The retreat was held at a beautiful
state park lodge. Among the many enjoyable activities,
we created a totem pole that told a biblical story. It was
great fun creating the totem pole. But to me, the best part
of the weekend wasn’ t my drawing and coloring a purple
Jesus that became a part of the four-sided top of the pole,
nor the fact that my drawing skills are extremely poor. It
was that the fellowship and the warmth far surpassed all of
my expectations and made it a wonderful and memorable
weekend. I took a chanting workshop that was taught by
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the Rev. Cricket Park, and I chanted the deacon’s service
for Holy Saturday at St. Patrick’s in 2007. That ceremony
was a spiritual experience for me.
Since I have been ordained, my priorities in life are
shifting from my secular needs to serving God more.
This is taking top priority on the links of my chain of
life. I’m not saying that I won’t have a social life – of
course I will. It just means I’m learning to flow with
God’s will. These changes are helping me to become more
comfortable with myself and the work that I am doing as
a deacon. I know that there is someone who always has
faith in me, and I trust in the Lord with all my heart. I
have no regrets in answering God’s call. I love serving
because I know that I’m serving God. Being a deacon has
helped me to become more aware of peoples’ needs and
treating people with respect shows that I respect myself
as well. We are all God’s family. Sometimes people just
need a kind smile, a listening ear and a few nods acknowledging that one is listening. I’m not just referring to
poor people, or broken or lost people, but also educated,
wealthy people who are lonely and need someone to listen.
Do I regret answering God’s call into this service? Absolutely not! Being a deacon, a servant of the people, a vessel for God, keeps me mindful that God is
my supply; that giving opens the way for receiving.
Father, make me a blessing to someone today, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Deacon Jennie Crockett serves at St. Philip, Columbus.
Contact her at hvcrockett@att.net or 614.237.5517.

Share your story of ministry and mission. Send your column and a photo to Richelle Thompson at dsocommunications@yahoo.com.
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Lay Theologian: Imago Dei
I knew as a child what Christ looked like.
If he had worn a shirt with a collar, his hair would
have gone down over his collar, and he wouldn’t have
been allowed to go to my elementary school looking
like that.
But I don’t remember thinking Jesus looked like a
trouble-maker. He lived a long time ago, when people
wore different clothes and ate different kinds of food.
That was then, and this is now.
Still, it never occurred to me that Warner Sallman’s
“Head of Christ” was not a photographic representation. The same portrait hung in Sunday School rooms
and church fellowship halls all over the country.
Everyone agreed this was what Christ looked like, so
far as I could tell.
The “Head of Christ” was copyrighted and published in 1941 by two employees of the Gospel
Trumpet Company in Anderson, Ind. More than 500
million copies have now been printed.
For me, Sallman’s Jesus just was Jesus. The image
was routine, unexceptional. This was reassuring. I
didn’t think of it as reassuring, though. I just thought
it was the way things are.
Today, of course, I realize that Sallman’s Jesus was
an imaginative creation. In this, it is on a par with an
image I am far more attached to today.
I love the stained glass Christ in our chapel at Christ
Church. It is a flat, icon-like Christ, created by Robert
Metcalf in 1960.
I have chanted Evensong in that wonderful chapel
through some tough personal times. Praying, with that
icon-Christ blessing me, has consoled me through the
deaths of people close to me. It has gotten me through
some rough spots at work.
Somehow this icon means to me all that consolation, all that healing. The image of God, imago Dei.
I have a detail from that stained glass window as the
background on the laptop computer I use for writing.
I have other details, as well as the window as a whole,
running in sequence as my screen saver.

I think I would take a bullet
for that image of Christ, if it
came to that.
Among the other portrayals
of Christ at Christ Church is
a large oil copy of Rubens’
“Descent from the Cross,”
donated by a parishioner in
1906. In the picture, mourners remove remove the dead
Christ for burial. It hangs in a
transept of the church, opposite a relief carving of the Madonna and Child.
In the other transept is another large oil, a version of
the “Flight into Egypt,” with Joseph leading Mary on
a donkey, the shining Christ child in her arms.
And of course there is the stained glass Christ
behind our altar, light beams radiating from three rings
of halos.
In the Sunday School hallway, in a long mural, we
have a different type of image. It is a dark-skinned
Christ, holding hands with a spectrum of the world’s
children. The mural was painted by Wittenberg art
students in the mid-1990s.
It caught me off guard one day. The image of God?
What does it mean to the children in our congregation that our other images of the Middle Eastern Jesus
are of an untanned white man? This is true even or
especially of my beloved icon-Christ.
In the 1960s and 1970s, my teachers and preachers
were white. My Boy Scout leaders and Little League
and varsity coaches were white. The people my father
worked for were white. The people in our town whose
careers I imagined myself following – farmers, bankers, doctors, lawyers – were white.
And all the pictures of Christ I saw were of a white
Christ. This was routine, unexceptional.
What would all of this have meant to me as a child
if I had not been white?
Poking around on the Internet, looking for a photo-
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graph of Rubens’ original “Descent from the Cross,”
I found Tim Ashkar’s “Descent from the Cross.” It
is the same composition as the copy in our transept,
but the figures are dark-skinned, some distinctively
African.
Why did Ashkar’s image startle me when I first
came across it?
I wonder what it would have been like if almost all
the adults in positions of authority during my childhood had been of a different race, and I had grown up
among images only like those Ashkar has created.
What would that have meant for my sense of being
created in the image of God?
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor of philosophy at Wittenberg
University. His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.

Volunteer: Ministry of the baptized
BY DEB PARKER

INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Volunteer. According to my dictionary this word
means, “A person who works for an organization without getting paid.” Pretty straightforward. A volunteer
is helping out when he or she has time and can figure
out the logistics. But how do our volunteer activities
rank in our lives, compared to recreation or jobs?
A speaker at the Episcopal Network for Stewardship
Conference suggested we stop using the word volunteer when it comes to doing God’s work on earth. He
said the work we do is the Ministry of the Baptized.
We are called to transform hearts and to transform
lives. This is the bottom line of stewardship.
Words are powerful, so I have been considering how
I would be impacted if I see the work I do as Ministry

of the Baptized and not simply volunteerism.
• First, being paid or not being paid is no longer
the dividing line. If transforming lives and hearts is
central, I believe it will help me figure out when to
say yes and when to decline an invitation to participate.
• Second, I am drawn to the words Ministry of
the Baptized because they make me think about my
baptismal vows regularly. Not just in church but at
many other times. Transformative power means I
am empowered to act in both small and large ways
to move myself and others to a new place—a place
where generosity is essential and where I connect to
God at work in the world.
The speaker declared it is a bold and audacious
choice to put ourselves in the middle of God’s story,
through baptism. We need to be present and listen with
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care. God’s story includes ambiguities, paradoxes and
mysteries. There is risk and we are likely to be out of
our comfort zone. It is also a challenge, for us in this
day and age, to wake up every morning and love the
world all over again. The Ministry of the Baptized is
anything but simple.
So, next time someone asks you to volunteer I suggest you think to yourself, “am I really saying “yes”
to living out my Ministry of the Baptized?” When
you pose this question you may be surprised to find
yourself going in new directions and saying “yes” to
new invitations!
Deb Parker is a member of St. Patrick’s, Dublin. She
wrote this article as part of her series of stewardship articles for the church newsletter. Contact her at
flyingpigs@columbus.rr.com
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Sole Mates: Ministry one step at a time
FROM PAGE 1
purpose of the group at first but rather fellowship.
“It’s a good way for some people to connect with others in the congregation,”
says the Rev. Nancy Hopkins-Greene, assisting priest at Redeemer. With 25 to 30
members, Sole Mates also has become a collaborative ministry between health and
wellness and mission, she says.
Initially the Sole Mates chose well-known races that people were already running
in, such as the Thanksgiving Day 10K Race and Walk and the Jingle Bell Run. Their
one rule about choosing a race is that it can’t be on Sunday – although they do make an
exception for the Flying Pig Marathon, which happens to run right past the church.
At the 2007 Hunger Walk, a 5K walk and run sponsored by the Freestore
Foodbank, the group turned its attention to the charity side. Since the Hunger Walk
is primarily a fundraiser, the Sole Mates decided to participate and raise money for
MEAC—the Madisonville Education and Assistance Center, a longtime recipient
of Redeemer outreach. Since MEAC is a partner agency of the Freestore, the runners could designate their funds directly
to the Madisonville organization. The
Sole Mates were joined by several more
Redeemer parishioners and together comprised a group of more than 60 walkers
and runners. With a pledge of matching
funds from Redeemer’s mission outreach
budget, they were able to raise more
than $4,000. This year, the goal was 100
participants and $5,000. Additionally, the
church promised a $2,300 matching funds
donation from the outreach budget.
The group now puts its money and
time behind several causes, says Kirk.
And people of all ages are supportive of
the effort, even if they are not runners.
The group had shirts made, and many
The Sole Mates wear shirts with their
supporters stepped up to buy them. The
logos when they run together as a
money raised by shirt sales went toward
group. Sales of the shirts sponsored
sponsoring Sole Mate Clay Bond in the
one Mate’s run in the Boston Marathon Boston Marathon. Bond ran the marathon
to raise money for cancer research.
to raise money for cancer research.
This winter, the group evolved in one
more direction. Beginning in January, members of the group started getting together
every other Saturday morning for runs. Joined by kids in strollers and a few dogs,
the runs are not competitive but easy and fellowship-oriented. “Those Saturday
morning runs were great for getting through winter,” says Murphy.
In March, the Sole Mates invited Episcopal theologian and priest Michael Battle to run
with them on a Saturday. Battle was in Cincinnati for a Racial Reconciliation workshop
and other events sponsored by Redeemer, St. Andrew’s and St. Simon’s. Unfortunately,
snow storms changed the weekend’s plans. Not only was Battle’s arrival delayed, but the
workshop also was re-scheduled for Sunday – and even the Sole Mates decided not to
brave the snow! Battle and his wife were, however, given Sole Mates t-shirts. A similar
invitation has been extended to Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Shori, who will be
visiting Redeemer in December. Although so far her office has declined the invitation,
they hope to talk her into joining them. Jefferts Shori is a runner and was featured in
Runners World magazine shortly after her consecration.
Even for races that do not ask participants to gather pledges or donations, the Sole
Mates offer pledge sheets for fellow parishioners and friends to donate. Fundraising
is now becoming a big part of even the Flying Pig Marathon. At this year’s marathon the group raised nearly $2,000 for the Madisonville education center.
The popular Flying Pig marathon held in Cincinnati in early May had more than 20
Sole Mates. Several members ran in the half-marathon, the clergy members participated in the relay event (see box) and parishioner Mark Ragase ran the full marathon
in a blistering 3:05:48 and finished 72nd overall in a field of 2,724 male runners.
“It was fun running by the church,” says Kirk. “There were lots of people out
front cheering you on.” The Redeemerites watching the race were joined this year
by Jiggin’ Piggy, a pig from the 2000 public art project, the Big Pig Gig.
As for the future, the Sole Mates big dream is to sponsor their own 5K walk and
run. But for now, the Sole Mates are thrilled to have raised more than $8,000 for
the Madisonville center in the Hunger Walk – more than double the amount from
last year. They challenge other congregations to meet or beat their total by raising
money for their local food pantries.
And they will continue to walk and run together, creating new friendships, raising
money for worthy causes and putting their “soles” into their ministry, one step at a time.

Clergy run the Pig for charity

Photo by Julie Murray

Most Sunday mornings, the Revs. Bruce Freeman, Charlie Brumbaugh, Nancy
Hopkins-Greene and Deacon Gary Lubin spend a lot of time together at their parish, Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park. But Sunday, May 4 was a little different.
At 6:30 a.m. this group traded their vestments and clergy collars for running shoes
and shorts and joined the Redeemer Sole Mates to run in the Flying Pig marathon
to raise money for Madisonville Education and Assistance Center (MEAC). The
clergy, who comprised the relay team affectionately known as the “Hog Collars,”
ran the 26.2-mile Pig in four segments. Conveniently, the marathon course passes
right by the front doors of Redeemer, so that the first two Hog Collars could get
there in time to freshen up and participate in morning worship.
All four of the clergy members run regularly but not just for physical fitness. All
say that running contributes to their mental and spiritual well-being. According to
Rector Bruce Freeman, “Running has become a place where I experience renewal:
away from the telephone, work and home responsibilities and my own need to
be useful. Running gives my body a chance to regenerate and more importantly,
gives my spirit a moment to seek God without interruption.”

–Sharon Jenkins

Above: Some of the Sole Mates from Church of the
Redeemer, Hyde Park, gather for a run on two Saturday
mornings a month. Joined by their 4-footed and 3-wheeled
friends, the Saturday runs are non-competitive, easy runs
for fun and fellowship. (photo by Julie Murray)
Right: Redeemer Sole Mates Tommy Kirk and Tina Glass at
the finish of the Flying Pig half-marathon. (photo provided)

16

