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By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
After a national search and with input from two dozen stakeholders, Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has called the Rev. Anne
Reed to serve as the canon for mission for the Diocese of Southern
Ohio.
Reed, a deacon currently on staff in the Diocese of Western
Michigan, will lead transition ministry in Southern Ohio, helping congregations discern and call new clergy leadership as
well as working with the Commission
on Ministry. She also will spearhead
diocesan mission initiatives, such as
the Avondale project, Hispanic ministry, global outreach and work with
Appalachian communities.
“As a person with long experience
in diocesan ministry, Anne brings wisdom, pragmatism and a deep love of the
wider Episcopal mission,” said Bishop
Breidenthal. “As a deacon, Anne will be
The Rev. Anne Reed
an important part of our exploration of
the role of the diaconate in common ministry, and we have much
to learn from her about community organizing. I look forward to
her being among us.”
For Reed, the call is an opportunity to exercise her passion
for mission. She currently oversees deployment for Western
Michigan.
“I value transition ministry,” said Reed, 53. “But I don’t feel
like it’s stretching me as much as it used to. I look forward to the
mix of transition ministry with the mission aspects of the job. I
think that will really stretch me and invite creativity.”
A commitment to mission has long been a part of Reed’s life.
In 1987, she was ordained to the diaconate and joined the staff of
the Diocese of Maryland with a focus on congregational development. Her ministry on the staff included working with a newly
forming Latino congregation, developing ecumenical partnerships, and working with the congregations in Western Maryland’s
Appalachian culture. Reed also was the founding treasurer of a
community organizing group called BRIDGE.

please see CANON, PAGE 2

One family clearly heeded the Rev. Kwasi Thornell’s call to tell the stories of racial reconciliation and pass
the torch to the next generation. Story, page 16. Photo by Ariel Miller

Keys to church growth:
Embrace change, take risks
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor

There is no future in standing still.
The Rev. Tom Ehrich, a leading church consultant
and Episcopal priest, urged participants of the Build
Your Church workshop in mid-February to embrace
change, to develop a high threshold for risk.
“You will drown if you try to stand still in the sea,”
he said.
Ehrich outlined the concept of a multi-channel
church as one technique for growth. A multi-channel
church acknowledges that many people are saying no
to Sunday as a time set aside for church. This approach
encourages congregations to offer multiple opportunities for people to come together for worship, study,
formation, fellowship and mission. In addition to a
mix of on- and off-site opportunities, churches should
facilitate personal exploration.

People are hungry to deepen their faith, Ehrich said.
Churches can feed that need through offering online
study, personal devotions, virtual communities, retreats
and pilgrimages.
Creating a multi-channel church won’t be without
challenges, he cautioned. But moving forward “isn’t
a matter of cost or location. It’s a matter of will and
focus,” he said. “It’s the will to undertake something
broader and allowing the focus to shift.”
To borrow from business lingo, Ehrich said churches
must become customer-driven, not provider-driven.
Each program offered, each decision made, needs to
consider whether it is meeting a need and reaching
new constituencies. Church leaders need to be creative
in offering new venues and methods for learning, in
taking risks and embracing change.
If churches don’t adopt some new strategies, the

Please see Church GROWTH, Page 5
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Remembrance: A gift of the Spirit
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.”
It seems like a long way from Christmas and a long
time until Easter. Yet today the full meaning of Christmas
becomes clear, and the road toward Easter opens before
us. For the dust we are made of is the very dust Christ
took to himself when he took on our human nature. The
word “dust” simply means everything we are – our flesh,
our blood, our intellect, our DNA, everything that defines
us as a species. This is the nature the Eternal Word of God
took to himself in the Incarnation, marrying Godhood to
humanity forever.
Not without reason does Robert Hughes entitle his
important new book on the work of the Holy Spirit Beloved
Dust. The work of the Spirit is nothing other than our
transformation into persons capable of really taking God’s
love in. The collect for the Second Sunday of Christmas
addresses God as having “wonderfully created, and yet

more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature.” So great is
the dignity of this “beloved dust” in
God’s eyes, that God chose not to
remake us from scratch when we
had fallen, but instead became one
of us in Jesus, taking all that we are
as the raw material of glory.
What is the glory for which we
are destined? It is the capacity to be
in relationship with God eternally,
and to love others as God loves us.
That love was perfectly revealed by
Jesus from the cross. This is why we receive ashes in the
form of a cross, just as the foreheads of the newly baptized
are crossed with oil with these words: “You are sealed by the
Holy Spirit in baptism, and marked as Christ’s own forever.”
So the ashes remind us not only of our mortality, but of our

Bishop
Thomas E.
Breidenthal

hope. Even though it may seem like a long road to Easter,
the cross is our gateway to Easter. Indeed, Easter is not the
cancellation of the cross but its vindication – the vindication
of God’s abundant mercy, whereby we shall be raised up into
a new life in which we are able to reflect that mercy.
The key word for this day and this season is remembrance. We are to remember that we are dust, having no life
in and of ourselves. But we are also to remember that we
are God’s precious possession, redeemed in Christ. Finally,
we are to remember the Holy Spirit, Christ’s first gift to his
church, at work in each of us even now. True remembrance
is itself a gift of the Spirit, who rouses us and gives us the
courage to look reality in the face: the reality of our sinfulness, but also the reality of God’s presence with us, and
God’s irrevocable love for us.
Such remembrance may bring sorrow and repentance,
but it should also renew in us the possibility of joy. That is
my prayer for all of us in this holy season.

Canon: Bishop calls Reed
continued FROM PAGE 1
She became involved with Seabury-Western Theological
Seminary in Chicago, both as a student and today, as a “cohort
facilitator” for the doctorate program.
In 2003, Reed joined the staff in the Diocese of Western
Michigan as the Bishop’s Assistant for Congregational
Development and Transition Ministry. More than 75% of the
congregations have undergone clergy transition since her arrival,
giving her “an opportunity to both develop relationships with
colleagues and implement ‘best practices’ in the diocese.”
Reed has been married to Gifford Blaylock, known as “Giff”,
for more than 27 years. Their son, G. E. Reed Blaylock (called
Reed), is in his final year of college.
She expects to begin her ministry in Southern Ohio in midApril.
“I’m very excited about this new adventure that God has in store
for me,” says Reed. “I plan to do a lot of listening and learning about
the diocese. I see my role as coming in to represent the bishop and to

encourage the ministry, to connect people and to be a facilitator.”
Reed’s experience and enthusiasm appealed to the search committee, which was comprised of key leaders from across the
diocese.
“For too long, we’ve been daunted by a status quo where
more and more families are losing livelihood, homes, and hope.
Anne brings vision and tremendous practical experience to help
us realize our collective potential to change the landscape,” said
Ariel Miller, who interviewed the final three candidates and
serves as executive director of Episcopal Community Services
Foundation. “I feel she understands how to work transformatively within institutions of power, and I was delighted to learn
she spends a morning every week as a receptionist in a drop-in
program for destitute people just so she can stay in close touch
with friends on the street.
“She sees the Kingdom of God as right here, within reach
of our senses: we just need to start living explicitly into God’s
ways to make it flower for all to experience. I felt that everything
about her communicated authenticity, love, daring and joy.”

Share the Episcopal Church!
Be a part of the bishop’s vision of sharing God’s word and growing God’s
churches. Send a free six-month subscription of Interchange to people that you
believe may find a spiritual home in congregations of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio. Before the person receives the first Interchange, the bishop will send a
letter that explains the subscription and invites the person to visit an Episcopal
church. They also will receive a brochure that has information about the ministries and programs of the Episcopal Church in Southern Ohio.

Other ways to get connected:

> Visit www.diosohio.org
> Sign up for e-Connections
> Friend the diocese on Facebook and LinkedIn
(the Episcopal Church in Southern Ohio)
> Follow us in Twitter (diosohio)
> Attend formation opportunities

Bio file: the Rev. Anne Reed

If I had an extra hour a day: Right now, I’m
addicted to the Olympics. I secretly want to be
a curler. I was going to take curling lessons,
but they cancelled them. I’d probably spend an
extra hour making something.
What I’m reading: Emma for the 103rd time. I
just finished Kirk Hadaway’s book, Behold, I Do
a New Thing.
What’s playing on my radio: I like Glenn Miller
and 1940s music, classic rock and roll, big
band and traditional jazz.
My favorite place to vacation: I love to visit
friends – so any place where I have friends.
How I stay spiritual grounded: I endeavor to
read scripture daily. I have a spiritual director.
When I write sermons, that also helps--it adds
fuel to the spiritual fire.
My family: Husband, Giff, and son Reed.
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Apart and yet still linked
Lenten Greetings to my Southern Ohio family. Although my
Interchange columns are no longer monthly, and I am writing this one
from my Pittsburgh office, I remain very close to you in spirit. Recently
Karl Ruttan and Mary Barkalow (who once served in the Diocese of
Pittsburgh) and John Brandenburg (the closest priest geographically)
represented Southern Ohio at my installation and seating at our Cathedral
in Pittsburgh. Although it was a celebration of my new shared ministry in
this diocese, having them there reminded us all that I am still very much
part of the life of the Diocese of Southern Ohio as well. When I gather
with the clergy again in Pittsburgh during Holy Week to preside at the
annual renewal of ordination vows and blessing of the oils, I will close
my eyes and picture also being at Procter for that same holy gathering in
Southern Ohio.
As per my agreement, I return to Southern Ohio for some visitations
and other meetings. In January, I was at St. John’s, Columbus, and was
blown away at the large and diverse congregation that gathered on a cold,
rainy Sunday. After an exciting service and great meal in their warm
building, we went down under the interstate for street church. I have written about that service before, but there is one more tale to tell. As the rain
pelted down, Lee Anne Reat, as an act of kindness, offered to cut short
the service and just serve the hot food that had been brought. Upon hearing this, the 50 or so “residents” who had come out that day said loudly,
“No.” They wanted their souls fed as well as their bodies. I came back
and shared this street church experience with folks here in Pittsburgh, and
hopefully we will begin a similar ministry.
I also visited St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington, and what a total physical
transformation has occurred at that church. Paul St. Germain has built
mightily on the work begun by Vicki Smith, and as you might expect
with Paul, the church is now firmly in the technological age. I encourage
anyone wishing to renovate their nursery to see the great job they have
done. As usual, the music was first class, and the spirit of the people is
wonderful.
On the second Sunday of Lent, I was with the people of St. Philip’s,
Columbus, where more than 20 confirmations and receptions awaited me.
Jerome Burns came to St. Philip from a congregation here in Pittsburgh,
so I was asked to take him warm greetings from many friends. We are still
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The Rt. Rev. in a rebuilding phase here, and so confirmation classes

Kenneth L. are small. But it was good for my soul to be part of
such a huge witness of confirmands. In my 15 years as
Price Jr.
a bishop, my largest class of confirmands ever was at

St. Philips many years ago. This is a strong church, not
only in Columbus but also within our diocese.
Thus far, in every visitation I have made to congregations in Pittsburgh, within a very few minutes, I
have found some linkage to Southern Ohio among the
parishioners. Steve Muncie used to say it never took
him more than 30 seconds to make some connection.
I am finding that true as well. But this should come as
no surprise, for we are all linked as part of the body of Christ. In Southern
Ohio, perhaps I was a little finger, and in Pittsburgh I might be a big toe,
but one thing remains constant: each of us is linked to one another with
Jesus Christ as our head.
I keep my Southern Ohio prayer list handy and pray for all of the
congregations regularly. Hopefully you will do the same for your sister
diocese of Pittsburgh. We are doing very well over here, and your support
is a significant reason that is so. We are in the process of planting a new
church, and Rick McCracken-Bennett is helping to mentor some folks
from this new start. Bruce Freeman and Charlie Brumbaugh are coming
in April to lead us in a full-day workshop. I come back for Southern Ohio
meetings whenever I can and continue to be fed by the creativity of our
diocesan staff. And my 15 years experience among you goes with me
every day I am here.
I am aware of the significant losses Southern Ohio has experienced
recently, and they have touched me as well. For that reason, you have
been in the prayers of all of us here in Pittsburgh. This diocese knows
what it is to experience loss, and they send their love and support.
In closing, although we are miles apart, may we share in keeping a
Holy Lent. God bless you all.
Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr. is the provisional bishop of the Diocese of
Pittsburgh and bishop suffragan of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. You can
reach him at kprice@diosohio.org

Greetings to Pittsburgh

The Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan carried this message from Bishop
Thomas E. Breidenthal to the people of Pittsburgh during the
celebration of new ministry in February.
Dear friends in Christ,
As you celebrate Bishop Price’s ministry among you, I want you to know
how proud the Diocese of Southern Ohio is that you have chosen him to be
your provisional bishop. As you already know, he brings a rare combination
of gifts: consummate administrative skills coupled with the heart of a true
pastor. Southern Ohio has been on the receiving end of those gifts for a long
time, and now Pittsburgh is, as well.
Ken Price continues to be Bishop Suffragan of Southern Ohio, and I’m
glad that we will be seeing him from time to time. But he will give himself
to you completely while he is your bishop. I knew that was how it would be.
I am resigned to it; and I rejoice in it. The only thing I ask in return – and I
know I speak for my diocese here – is that we seize this opportunity to reestablish and deepen the bonds of affection that bind Pittsburgh and Southern
Ohio together. You are the wellspring of the Ohio, and we are part of its first
watershed. I pray that we may grow closer and closer in the work God has
given us to do – to preach the Good News of God in Jesus Christ, and to
model the possibility of mutual forbearance in a divided world.
Please know that you are in my prayers and on my heart on this day of
new beginnings. May Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, give us strength and
Bishop and Mariann Price celebrate with representatives from Southern
courage to follow him wherever he chooses to lead us.
Ohio, the Rev. John Brandenburg at left, and the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan
Faithfully yours in Christ,
+Tom Breidenthal, Bishop of Southern Ohio and his wife, Mary Barkalow.
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Campus ministry:
Notes from the Edge
I work in the mission fields of the University of
Cincinnati. The students here have their own culture, different from other universities, their own social structures, their
own expressions of joy and distaste. They band together for
sporting events, for parties, for study
sessions. They are, in many ways, a
The Rev.
tribe. These students have a fierce pride
Alice
in being Bearcats.
Connor
Maybe you haven’t thought of campus ministry as a mission field—in
many ways, it seems like it could be
a more intense extension of Christian
Education, similar to what we do in
the parish. Or we might think of it in
terms of reaching the “lost generation,”
bringing the young people back into
the pews. But campus ministry is so
much more than that. Consider the following passage from
Reaching the Campus Tribes by Benson Hines:
Seeing college ministry as “missions” doesn’t simply refer
to the need for evangelism on college campuses. Missions is
much more than that. Just like foreign missionaries, campus
missionaries not only get to introduce Christ to the unsaved
but also help bring Christians to maturity, shape the worldview of Christ-followers, raise up and train lifelong leaders,
glorify God throughout local regions, and work to establish
lasting, influential outposts of Christ’s Kingdom to permanently serve these mission fields.
Those who work in or near a college campus are here
to build relationships with students, faculty, and staff, and
we try to do it with the tribe’s context in mind. Challenging
folk to see faith in a different way or to experience their own
faith more deeply must arise from the particular culture of
the campus. And it must speak into that culture.
I remember my cultural anthropology professor at
Transylvania University speaking about her field experience
on an island in Greece. She had, of course, spent years learning the language, history and culture of the region. She had
made some contacts on the island and gained permission to
live with a group of people. When she arrived, after her first
“hello,” the people immediately relegated her to the children’s
house, believing her to be developmentally slow because her
book-learning hadn’t taught her how they really acted toward
one another. She was condescended to for months before she
could build any real relationships with adults. It’s the same on
college campuses (and, I suspect, in parishes). It takes, they
say, up to four years for a pastor’s ministry to truly begin—it
is at four years that folk realize you’re not leaving, that you
know who they are, that they can trust you.
As a fairly new campus missioner, I’m still learning what
UC’s culture is. While all universities have a party (read
“alcohol”) culture, how does it show itself at UC? Across
college campuses, 1 of 5 female students have reported
sexual assault—what does that look like at UC and what is
in place to prevent it? To what extent are sporting events,
you know, events? How does the all-nighter culture affect
students’ relationships?
I will be learning the answers to these questions for
months and years to come.
Alice Connor is the campus minister for the Evangelical
Lutheran Church at the University of Cincinnati. She works
at the Edge (campus ministry house) and lives in the
middle. You can reach her at www.edge-uc.org.
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Stewardship: Forgo fall campaign for
year-round commitment
By Ben West
Interchange contributor
The annual Stewardship Conference
will be held on March 20 at the Procter
Camp & Conference Center. The
theme of this year’s conference will
be “Stewardship 24/7/365: Year-Round
Stewardship.”
The speaker will be John Vernon Oaks,
stewardship officer for the Diocese of
Indianapolis. A native of Alabama, Oaks
has performed on Broadway, served in
the Army and was a sales leader for an
international corporation specializing in
motivating and training sales people.
He is a board member of The Episcopal
Network for Stewardship.
As part of his address, Oaks will
explore the spiritual side of stewardship
– that is, “to lead people from where
they are in their own spiritual journey
as a steward, to a place they might

never have thought
possible.”
In his second talk,
Oaks will address
year-round stewardship, with an emphasis on establishing a
year-round program.
“The goal,” he
John Vernon Oaks
said, “is to live the
life of a steward.”
In addition, there will be group table
discussions and several workshops.
Registration and continental breakfast will run from 8:30 to 9 a.m. The
cost is $15 per person, or a maximum
of $60 per church. The conference will
wrap up at 2:30 p.m. Register online:
www.stewardship.diosohio.org.
As Bishop Breidenthal said at last
year’s conference: “If we don’t support
something with our money and with
our hands, we don’t claim responsibil-

ity for it. If we don’t claim responsibility, we have no stake in the outcome.
For too long, we have all been invited
to give generously to the church’s work
without being invited to be part of
how that work unfolds. Stewardship
means caring about the Gospel and
taking an active role in ensuring that it
is proclaimed and visibly lived out in
the congregation, the deanery and the
diocese. There is no one else to do this
for us. We are the front line.”
All congregations are strongly
encouraged to send representatives to
the conference. In a time of economic
challenge, Oaks promises a breath of
fresh air and a spiritual underpinning
for our stewardship efforts.
Ben West is a member of the
Stewardship and Development
Commission. Contact him at
bhw3r@msn.com.

Ohio Episcopal
Celebration at
Kenyon: Speaking
truth to power

Washington
excursion:
Worship at the
National Cathedral

The keynote speaker for the 2010 Ohio Episcopal
Celebration at Kenyon is renowned theologian, the Rev.
Walter Brueggemann. The McPheeters Professor of Old
Testament Emeritus at Columbia Theological Seminary
and author of more than 70 books, Brueggemann has
become increasingly interested in the concrete practice of
the Bible in the faith and life of the church and in response
to questions of public justice. Brueggemann will delve into
the conference theme, “Great Moments in the History of
Power,” with particular emphasis on
these topics:
• Truth speaks to power: Moses
• Power overwhelms truth: Solomon
• Truth has its day: Elisha
• Truth impacts power: Josiah
The Ohio Episcopal Celebration is
an intergenerational conference hosted
jointly by the dioceses of Ohio and Southern Ohio, with
support from Bexley Hall Seminary. The conference will
take place Thursday evening, June 24 through Sunday,
June 27 on the campus of Kenyon College in Gambier,
Ohio. Special programs for children and youth will be
available. Children 12 and younger are free when accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Scholarships are available. To find scholarship information, register for the conference or to learn more, visit:
www.EpiscopalCelebration.diosohio.org

Two busloads of people from the Diocese of Southern
Ohio – and another group from the Diocese of Ohio – will
represent the diocese April 25 during Ohio Day at the
National Cathedral.
Southern Ohio’s Center for Life Formation is sponsoring
a Washington Excursion that will leave early Friday, April
23. Because of the overwhelming response, a second bus has
been added to the excursion. Only a few spots are left.
On Saturday, participants will travel to Capitol Hill to visit
with representatives from Episcopal Public Policy Network and
with Judy Woodruff, a well-known journalist and Episcopalian.
In the afternoon, a service project is planned, and some time
will be available to explore the capitol. The hotel is right on the
mall so trips to the Smithsonian are possible.
On Sunday the group will travel to the Cathedral where breakfast will be offered. Time will be available to attend the forum for
the day or visit the book store or exhibits. The service of the Holy
Eucharist is celebrated at 11 a.m. in which Ohio will be honored.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal will be attending. A tour of the
cathedral will follow the liturgy. Box lunches will be provided.
The group will board the bus after the tour and leave Washington
about 1:30 p.m. to return to Ohio late Sunday evening.
For details on cost and to register, visit www.lifeformation.
diosohio.org. Registration will close on March 15 – or when
all spaces have been filled. A limited number of rooms are
available, and they will be filled on a first-come, first-serve
basis. Information: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712
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Common ministry:
Groups attend gifts workshop
By Hawley Todd
Interchange contributor
Common Ministry addresses fundamental issues that plague contemporary Christianity. How does the church encourage, empower and equip
its members to live out their Baptismal vows? How does the church
recover the priesthood of all believers? How does the church move from
an ethos of professionals who are paid to do everything to an understanding that all Christians are engaged in ministry all the time?
Common Ministry is just a new name for what the church has
endeavored to do for all of its life. It is a process of engaging each
and every member of a parish to do ministry. The new aspect of what
is called Common Ministry is that the Diocese of Southern Ohio is
being intentional about the need to train and form as many of us as
possible as ministers for Christ.
Having attended and led various gifts workshops over the years, my
expectations for the Common Ministry gifts workshop in February
were rather low. I knew that gifts workshops were an excellent tool,
but I did not expect to have any new insights into my own gifts and
ministries. I was in for a surprise. From the start of the workshop until
its completion, the process was one of discovery and delight.
The team who put the workshop together modeled “common
ministry” at its best, as they each contributed their gifts and talents.

In many ways, the leadership team functioned as a catalyst for the
work that those of us who attended the workshop did. They gave us
a structure for uncovering our gifts and then got out of the way so
that the Holy Spirit could move in our midst. Ample time was given
for private reflection and prayer. Many of our exercises were done
in small groups where we were encouraged to listen and share our
stories with one another. And in one of the exercises, other members
of our small groups reflected back to us what they had heard us
share. Listening to the insights of people whom I had just met was
eye-opening. It helped me identify two core spiritual gifts that I had
overlooked and yet were central to all that I do. The gifts workshop
was indeed a precious gift from God.
The three of us from Grace Church, College Hill, who went to the
workshop were blessed to have attended. Already we have begun the
process of implementing the training and have constructed a plan for
having our own gifts workshops at Grace over the next few months.
As we all learn to discover and embrace what gives us life and what
we are passionate about, we will more fully become the people God
created us to be. Therein resides the most precious gift of all: to be
alive in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Hawley Todd is a member of Grace Church, College Hill. Contact him at
todd@episcopalhealing.org
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Eight congregations are living into
a diocesan pilot project to explore
common ministry. This gifts workshop
was one of the first steps in discerning God’s call. The groups now will
work to craft vision and mission
statements and ministry goals. They’ll
also conduct assessments of their
communities and congregations and
explore the possibilities of broader
partnerships.
In early June, parishioners are to
develop ministry teams. By next
fall, the teams will start a ministry
and formation process, designed
to equip the teams for the ministry
they’ve been called to. Three overnight
retreats will focus on team building,
congregational dynamics, training in
pastoral care and outreach, as well as
other topics.
To learn more about common ministry, visit the diocesan website, www.
diosohio.org, What we do, common
ministry, or contact the Rev. Canon
Karl Ruttan at kruttan@diosohio.org or
800.582.1712.

Church growth: “There is a way forward”
continued FROM PAGE 1
Episcopal Church’s future is in jeopardy, he
said.
“You can do it – you can do this,” Ehrich
urged. “You must do this or you will have
no future.”
Already the Episcopal Church’s market
share – or percentage of the population – has
shrunk from about 1.6 percent in the 1950s
to 1960s (or about 3.6 million) to .68 percent
(2.1 million).
Naysayers within the Episcopal Church
blame the decline on the 2003 election of
New Hampshire’s Bishop Gene Robinson,
a partnered gay man. Or they cite the ordination of women. The adoption of a new
prayer book. Or an increased focus on social
justice.
But Ehrich contends that the seeds for
stagnation were sown in the 1950s. And he
argued that every mainline denomination
shows exactly the same curve of decline,
indicating that the problem is not about a
singular issue but a massive cultural shift.
In 1954, planting a new church was like
“throwing seed on magic ground,” Ehrich
said. “You had but to build a building, paint
the doors red and you had an Episcopal
church.”

Left: Members of the diocese participate in the Build Your Church conference held in midFebruary at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
RIght: The Rev. Tom Ehrich, a church growth consultant and Episcopal priest, encourages
the Diocese of Southern Ohio to take risks and embrace change.
Suburbs began to boom in the 1950s, and
church growth followed. But in hindsight,
said Ehrich, the Episcopal Church made
some critical errors.
“We placed new congregations on a plot
of land that had been given to us free,” he
said. “Southern Baptists put their churches

on main thoroughfares. Ours ended up on
on suburban cul de sacs or off of farm roads
… We compensate to this day for bad locations.”
Generally the land was one to two acres
– where most church plants need six acres,
Ehrich said. Consequently these 1950s-era

churches struggle today with parking. There’s
no place for ballfields or for expansions.
The new churches launched in the suburbs
often were built by “laity who wanted to replicate something they had once treasured,”
said Ehrich. Instead of growing a church
organically, one that was culturally relevant,
many Episcopal churches started in this era
were essentially replants of an urban church
they had once loved.
Meanwhile, the urban churches stayed
open but didn’t adapt to their new surroundings. These congregations became
destiny – or Sunday only – churches, with
loyal parishioners driving back in from the
suburbs. Eventually, that loyalty waned as
parishioners grew older, or children wanted
to go to the same neighborhood churches as
their school friends.
Without a long-term growth strategy and
a general resistance to change, the Episcopal
Church spent the past six decades setting
the stage for decline – and possibly, failure,
Ehrich said.
Yet, “there is a way forward,” he said.
“We ought not to think small. Think large.
Radical. Entrepreneurial. Don’t let this crisis
go to waste.”
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A visit
to Town
Street
By Jim Keyes
Interchange contributor

On a very rainy Sunday, a group of
parishioners from St. Mark’s, Upper
Arlington, visited the Street Church service offered weekly by St. John’s, Town
Street. Here are some impressions from
that visit.
Simplicity: The liturgy used an
“every-day” language easily understood
and relate-able to everyday people. Just
a card table for an altar, bread on a paper
plate, wine served in tiny paper cups. (I
wonder if it was a non-alcoholic wine?)
The priest, Lee Anne Reat, wore just
a stoll around her neck. She circulated
among the people offering the bread. No
one lined up.
Food: It was hot – there was lots of
it. Was it the only meal some would eat
that Sunday? Maybe, maybe not. But
it did create hospitality and “welcomeness” among the folks. Interesting: Lee
Anne shared that desserts were not the
most popular items; for that matter,
sweets also were out-of-favor. White
bread was preferred over the “designer
breads” donated by Paneras.
There was considerable concern
about eco-friendly food service. Bottled
water was not preferred because of the
plastic bottles.
Accessibility: Very. The service was
held on a vacant lot near West Broad.
People walked or rode bicycles. We did
not see anyone arrive in a car. Many
cars drove by, though, and stopped and
talked with people.
Folk music: This was a moving
part of the experience. Someone started humming “Amazing Grace,” then
slowly, others, one by one, joined in.
We sang five verses. It never got loud
but the intensity definitely went up the
scale. There were no instruments on this
day. Lee Anne reported that one of their
members plays harmonica from time
to time. Sometimes too a dobra player
joins in. The beauty of the sound was
how it came from the people and communicated what the song meant to each
participant. Voices, taken individually,
were not remarkable. Taken together,
however, their sound was gripping,
poignant and beautiful.
Street Church meets every Sunday afternoon. All are welcome to participate.
Contact the Rev. Lee Anne Reat for more
information at revreat@aol.com.

REFLECTIONS

Martin Luther King Jr. and
health care: Keeping the dream alive
By Khayla Bunch
Interchange contributor

maintain preventive measures. Many
Americans are forced to travel to
Mexico, Canada or England to get
cheaper medicine and better treatHad he lived, the Rev. Dr. Martin
ment for their ailments.
Luther King, Jr. would have turned
What would Dr. Martin Luther
80 years old this year.
King Jr. say about this in 2010?
On June 20, 1965 in Kingston,
Let’s think back to April of 1963. Dr.
Jamaica, Dr. King stated, “If you are
Martin Luther King Jr. said from his
called to be a street sweeper, sweep
rotting prison cell quote, “Freedom
streets even as Michelangelo painted,
is never voluntarily given by the
or Beethoven composed music, or
oppressor; it must be demanded by
Shakespeare wrote poetry. Sweep
the oppressed.” His now infamous
streets so well that all the hosts of
letter from Birmingham Jail called
heaven and earth will pause to say,
for a restoration of human rights,
“Here lived a great street sweeper
liberty and justice for all of humanwho did his job well.” He wanted
ity. Isn’t healthcare a human right?
all of us to excel in everything we
I believe if Dr. King were alive
tried to do. He wanted the best for
today, he would go to jail again
America as well.
for this impeding civil rights issue:
I believe Dr. King would say that
lack of adequate healthcare for our
America should be able to offer the
citizenry.
best healthcare in the world, and
During that fateful year of 1968,
he would definitely support healthDr. Martin Luther King Jr. was
care reform. I, at my young age, am
in Memphis to support Africannot totally certain what the healthAmerican garbage workers who were
care reform bill is, but through my
on strike, protesting unsafe working
research, I know part of it consists of
conditions, abusive white supervithe following:
sors and low wages. They were also
• Preventive medicine
trying to gain recognition for their
• Assistance for low-income
union. Their picket signs relayed a
Medicare beneficiaries
simple but profound message: “I Am
• Affordable prescription drugs
a Man.” Forty percent qualified for
• Bonuses for physicians practic- Khayla Bunch performs during diocesan convention as
welfare to supplement their povertying in underserved areas
part of the liturgical dance group at St. Simon’s of Cyrene, level salaries. They had almost no
Every day, countless children are
healthcare benefits!
born into poverty without the benefit Lincoln Heights.
It is my belief that Dr. King, our
of proper healthcare. Sooner rather
nation’s greatest civil rights leader,
than later, this diminishes their chances of succeeding in school, obtaining work, leading productive lives, would not hesitate to begin a new, non-violent campaign to end this
or improving their own living conditions. On the other hand, there current, destructive pattern of healthcare injustice. If Dr. King was
are children born into middle class homes with good health care able to walk and march through our streets today, he would do just
coverage and opportunities for a better quality of life.
as President Obama is doing—advocate for the urgent and dire need
However, what happens in a declining economy when this group – for healthcare reform to meet the needs of those most vulnerable—
the middle class – becomes unemployed, has its healthcare coverage the underserved, the underinsured, and the uninsured.
reduced, or loses healthcare insurance? Perhaps you don’t believe
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. preached that we end poverty through
this can happen. Here is a statistic that is evident of that reality.
assisting those poorer than ourselves. As human beings, as our
Everyday at least 14,000 Americans lose their healthcare coverage brothers’ keepers, we have to make a moral commitment to others;
as our economy continues to struggle. As a result, people are literally and that moral commitment today encompasses immediate healthdying from either a lack of insurance or because of loopholes in their care reform.
insurance coverage. This creates an inability to get well checkups or
Let’s keep his dream alive!

Khayla Bunch, 13 and a member of St. Simon’s, Lincoln Heights, presented this speech at the Annual
Voices of the Valley Ecumenical Clergy Association’s celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day. This
organization is comprised of seven Baptist churches and one Episcopal church (St. Simon of Cyrene).
The group works to promote social justice and a better quality of life for area residents. The speech given
by Khayla was one among many of the young persons from each congregation presenting on the topic:
“What would Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. say about Health Care Reform in America?”
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By the Rev. Thomas J. Fehr
Interchange Contributor
As long as I can remember, if someone would ask me, “If
you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go,”
I would always say “Africa.”
I know Africa is a pretty big place, but I never really knew
enough about the continent to be more specific than that. I
actually found myself in Europe and Asia, before I made it to
Africa, but my dream has finally come true.
During the fall term of my second year at Bexley Hall
Seminary, I took what was arguably the most influential
class of my seminary studies: “The History of Christianity in
Africa,” taught by the Rev. Dr. John P. Karanja, a priest of the
Anglican Church of Kenya (ACK) and professor of church
history at Trinity Lutheran Seminary. The first day of class,
Karanja announced plans for an immersion experience in his
home diocese of Thika for the January 2008 term. When he
asked who might be interested, my hand was the first one
up. Ultimately, that immersion experience never happened
because of political unrest in Kenya after the presidential
election on December 27, 2007.
On May 24, 2008, as I was praying on the drive from
Cincinnati to Columbus to attend the graduation of the Rev.
John Njoroge Gitau, a dear friend from Kenya that I met in this
same class, the Holy Spirit inspired me to propose to him and Dr.
Karanja an independent immersion experience for the January
term in 2009. They both ecstatically endorsed the proposal.
I have just recently returned from my second visit to
Kenya, and I must give a witness to God’s abundant blessing
upon this enterprise. I bonded with John’s family just as I had
with him. I am a brother to John and his wife Susan and an
uncle to their two children, George and Marci.
We are engaged on a personal level, in what we pray our
two churches will be able to do going forward, namely working
together in mission. I have experienced firsthand the vitality of
the Anglican Church of Kenya, where its members are referred
to simply as “the Christians.” I’ve been listening to their story
from the experience of bishops, clergy and lay, women and
men, children and adults, poor and rich. I’ve worshiped with
the Christians at their churches on Sunday and in their homes
for weekly fellowship. On this past trip, I concelebrated the
Eucharist with my friend, the Rev. Isaac Njemga Mwangi, and
preached at St. Peters Kairi. Theirs is a story of a people striving

At left: the Rev. Thomas J. Fehr stands with his Kenyan family,
the Rev. John Gitau, his wife, Susan, and their children. They
have given Fehr the Kikuyu name “Muraya,” which means “tall.”
Above: Distributing food at a Kenyan orphanage.
Read more: www.willwayandpower.blogspot.com.
to live out God’s will within their local context and the context
of the greater Anglican Communion. They are no more of one
mind than we are in The Episcopal Church, but I do believe we
are all faithful followers of Jesus. Our struggles are no more than
they were for the disciples and the early Church, and just as the
Holy Spirit led them through their trials so too can we expect the
Holy Spirit to do the same for us.
After a year of discernment, John, Susan and I believe the
Holy Spirit is calling us into a mission partnership that we
are calling Wendano Ministries. It is named after the village
in which our work with AIDS orphans began. In English, the
Kikuyu word Wendano is best translated “love among us.” It
is God’s love among us that nurtured a new friendship. It is
God’s love among us that has made us a family. It is God’s
love among us that is calling us to this new ministry.
John and Susan have been involved in this ministry since
2006 after being touched by the experience of AIDS orphans
in their own families. They quickly realized that their ministry needed to be scaled to the available resources in order to
be sustainable. They began by making regular visits to bring
clothing and food. In doing so, they began to form relationships with the children. This past year, they identified 20 children with whom to begin a more in-depth ministry. In John’s
words, “The project aims at providing clothing, food, shelter,

From Oakwood to Kenya: Quite a pair
When the Rev. Judith Doran, assistant priest at St. Paul’s, Oakwood, received
an e-mail from Mary, the caretaker at the Rafiki AIDS Orphanage in Kikuyu,
Kenya, with a list of needs for the orphans, she noticed their most expensive
need was for shoes. Children are not bussed to school but have to walk a
long distance every day.
So St. Paul’s recently celebrated “Red Shoe Day,” a day where all were invited to wear red shoes as a visible sign of support. (Those who didn’t have
red shoes decided on other red apparel.)
Many wore red shoes, and many more donated what they could. All in
all, the orphanage needed $827.02—and the people of St. Paul’s gave
$854.50—new shoes for all!
The orphanage is still in need of several back to school items—everything
from dictionaries to Bibles, rain coats to “gumboots.” If you would like to
help, contact Doran at judith@stpauls-dayton.org.

care and nurture, spiritual growth, education, love and support to children orphaned by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.”
While I was in Kenya, we paid a visit to the village to meet
some of the children. One little girl named Julia made an immediate impression on me, when for some reason she reminded
me of my mother. In school, these children suffer the stigma of
being poor and orphaned. They go to school in worn uniforms
often without shoes, and some do not even have textbooks
because they have no money to purchase them. On this visit, we
were able to announce that we would be providing each student
with a new uniform and a pair of new shoes. We have employed
a seamstress in the village to make the uniforms in order to keep
most of the economic benefit within the village.
In the next year, we hope to be able to provide needed
textbooks, fees for students entering secondary school and
medicine for any child with HIV. Here in the U.S., we are
exploring the possibility of establishing a 501(c)(3) organization to establish eligibility for charitable grants and to
promote charitable giving.
We realize the potential of this ministry and trust that God
will provide the resources to accomplish God’s plan for the
orphans brought under our care. Plans already are underway
to return to Kenya with a small group for a mission trip in
the summer of 2011.
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A day of hope for Haiti
By the Rev. Bill Carroll
Interchange contributor

Essential to common ministry is not only shared lay and clergy
leadership and grassroots organizing but also ecumenical and
interfaith cooperation. Very much in
this spirit, a variety of religious communities with ministries on the campus
of Ohio University sponsored a fundraiser in the aftermath of the earthquake
in Haiti. The original idea came from
Anne Braxton and Jack Flemming, two
parishioners at Good Shepherd, Athens
who had already been planning ways to
raise money for parish outreach ministries. When news of the disaster came,
they quickly decided to redirect efforts
toward relief and development work in Haiti.
I suggested that they work through the University Interfaith
Association, an umbrella organization for campus ministries
at Ohio University. At an initial organizing meeting, lay and
ordained leaders from four congregations were present (including
Jack and Anne), and a steering committee was formed. The circle
quickly expanded to include 10 religious communities, including
Episcopalians, United Methodists, Jews, Muslims, Unitarians,
Lutherans, Disciples of Christ, Presbyterians, Roman Catholics,
and the United Campus Ministry. The First United Methodist
Church offered its parish hall, which seats roughly 200 people,
and its kitchen, which is one of the largest commercial-grade
kitchens in town.
The group decided to serve a simple meal of beans and rice and

to provide musical entertainment. Participants were asked to give
to one or more agencies doing work in Haiti, including Episcopal
Relief and Development, other denominational agencies, and several nonsectarian organizations. We were especially touched that
the Muslim Students’Association chose to give through Episcopal
Relief and Development. Teams formed
of volunteers from all 10 communities
helped with cooking, publicity, entertainment, serving, finances, and cleaning up.
One of the highlights of the evening was
a program of Haitian music performed
by an ensemble formed by Director of
University Orchestras Steven Huang and
Canes Nicholas, a graduate student in
conducting from Port Au Prince. Both are
Episcopalians who attend Good Shepherd.
Huang has a long-standing relationship
with the Holy Trinity School of Music in Port Au Prince and
has brought many Haitian musicians to Athens over the years.
Later in the evening, we heard student musicians from the Ohio
University Jewish community and First United Methodist’s own
Rebuilding Hope Dixieland Band. Good Shepherd parishioner
Louise Fish took the official photos of the event.
Though it snowed throughout the evening, attendance was
good, and more than $5,000 was raised. A broad cross-section
of the Athens community was present, including many college
students and Athens Mayor Paul Wiehl. An additional fundraiser
organized by the same group earned another $1,300.
The Rev. Bill Carroll is rector of Good Shepherd, Athens. Contact him at
gsrector@gmail.com.

Volunteers prepare and serve a simple meal of beans
and rice. Musicians provide entertainment for the fundraiser. Photos by Louise Fish.

40Love: Sharing God’s love through service

“From just the first couple of acts I’ve participated in, I’ve realized it takes relatively little time
and effort to have a positive effect in someone’s
life, no matter how little the impact, it’s still positive.”
Jamie Kennedy
“When I first heard of 40Love, I thought it was
a really cool idea, but it’s an even better experience. The first night was very fun, and so many
people came! I participated in my first mission
activity shortly afterwards, which was volunteering at the Humane Society of Greater Dayton,
and besides being rewarding, it was so enjoyable.
We all had a lot of fun with the animals, and I
can’t wait to go back again!”
Ingrid Hofeldt

The youth and young adults of Dayton, led by young leaders at
St. Paul, Oakwood, are sharing with the diocese one way to journey
through Lent -- the 40Love project.
40Love’s goal is to complete 40 acts of mission for the 40 days
of Lent, spreading a message of peace, kindness and compassion.
These acts range from helping out at the Humane Society of Greater
Dayton to serving meals at House of Bread. They designed multiple
levels of experiences, from the support of mission in other area
churches to larger service organizations, such as AIDS Resource
Center of Ohio, who are willing to collaborate to explore mission’s
limitless possibilities.
The youth developed a devotional guide for the period of Lent.
Included are quotes from faith and peace leaders and suggested acts
of kindness. Project coordinators also organized mission activities
for each of the 40 days. Participants were encouraged to do what
they knew they could commit to, during the time period from Ash
Wednesday to Palm Sunday in the Christian tradition. Beginning
with service at the St. Paul’s Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, youth
of Dayton will be servant leaders, compassionate givers and loving
volunteers, in the service of people in need.
The culmination of 40Love, including all the acts of mission
around the community, will be a photo installation in the form of a
labyrinth, set up as an interactive exhibit at St. Paul’s during Holy
Week, March 28-April 4. This will allow parish members and visitors to see the work completed, and the message of kindness, compassion and peace that was spread around the Miami Valley.

A youth volunteer talks about
the experience at House
of Bread, which offers free
meals to the Dayton community. At left, Emma serves at
the Ronald McDonald House.
Photos by Jean Howat Berry
Follow the 40Love project on
the diocesan website, www.
diosohio.org
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Flashes of joy in the recession’s gloom
Stories shared by recipients of grants from Episcopal
Community Services Foundation
Valley Interfaith Food and Clothing is an ecumenical
emergency assistance program that serves the working class
communities northwest of Cincinnati. Strongly supported by
volunteers and donations from Ascension and Holy Trinity, it
has won ECSF grants for the past two years to meet a steeply
rising number of people in need. In February, Executive
Director Barb Campbell sent two glimpses of how thin the
ice between stability and poverty has become.
Each individual or family who comes through Valley
Interfaith Food and Clothing has a story of how they got to
the point of needing to come to us. A very pleasant, cheery
young woman began to talk to a volunteer one evening as
they shopped for her groceries. She mentioned something
about losing her house, and the details unfolded as she made
the rounds of the pantry. She had surgery on the vertebrae in
her neck, which had not been completely successful. So she
was unable to work, but had not yet been able to get unemployment or disability benefits. “But I know there are people
lots worse off than I am,” she said, and thanked us profusely
as she left with her food.
Stories like this are repeated week after week: people who
might make it under other circumstances - people who are
willing to work, but can’t find work; people who were usually OK but are now overwhelmed by too many difficulties
coming at them at once.
“This is going to work out fine,” one client said as we
loaded her groceries into the car. “We’re going to move in
with my mom. My dad just died, and so this will help her
and us.”
Often church people who offer emergency assistance
never get to learn the outcome. But two stories from Christ
Church, Dayton’s CityHeart ministry show how much difference a few moments of solidarity can make. In mid-February
rector John Paddock used his Benefit Bank skills to help
a college student with two preschoolers complete her tax
return. With his help, this mother – who had struggled to survive on wages of barely $17,000 last year – discovered that
she qualified for more than $9,000 in refunds and tax credits,
including the newly expanded federal education credits!
CityHeart volunteer Peggy Barnes sent this beautiful
account: On Monday, the day I volunteer at City Heart,

As the cooks
of St. James,
Westwood, welcomed hungry
neighbors for
the monthly
community dinner Jan. 28, fellow parishioners
Nancy Jacob
and Deacon Ken Clarke (inset) honed their skills as new
Benefit Bank tax counselors.
we see a lot of walk-ins. Some faces stay with you. When
“Danny” came in, I knew there was something special about
him, but I couldn’t quite place him.
At the reception desk, he is all smiles. “Hi, Peggy!” I wish
I could remember his name. He won’t let me see what he’s
writing on the intake form, using his long, aging fingers as a
shield. He glances up now and then with a gleam in his eye.
I wait. Then he shyly hands me the sheet of paper. Danny
has written me a thank you note. “I’m working. I’m about to
move into my apartment. Your prayers worked!”
Now I remember. Danny came in last winter, asking only
for a bus token. He was grateful for a place to get warm and a
sack lunch. It was mid-morning and he was already fatigued,
shivering from the cold. To try to take a job, he had to take

Help for Haiti
Bethany School students took very seriously the request
from the Student Council to bring supplies for Haiti. The
school worked with Princeton Middle School and the Greater
Cincinnati Minority Foundation in collecting non-perishable
food, water, and toiletry items for the earthquake victims.
Bethany collected more than 2,000 items.
What is your congregation doing to show the love and light of
Christ in the world? Share your stories and pictures of mission and
service. Send to Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org.
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three buses or walk for miles. He traveled from the Salvation
Army home to an address in north Dayton. There he stood in
line, hoping to be called for a temporary day job. Some days
he got nothing but disappointment and a long journey back
to Booth House in time for the evening meal.
On this day, Danny is glowing with excitement. From his
shirt pocket, he pulls out a pay stub. He has a full-time job.
He also shows me his savings account – enough for a deposit
on an apartment. And – most importantly – he lets me hold
his 90-day AA token. When we met, he had only a few days’
sobriety. “It’s almost impossible to stay sober in a shelter,” he
had said. We then prayed together the prayer we both knew
so well: “God keep me sober. One day at a time.”
Danny wrote on his note, “Prayer does work, Peggy. You
believed in me. Will you keep on praying?”
I will, dear man. We all will.
The members of St. Paul’s, Logan, welcome people of
all ages to their monthly community meal. In December,
parishioner Jean Black shared her joy at the fellowship and
respite the volunteers are able to offer to their guests:
We are aware of more young people - teens and couples in their 20s - coming for dinner. We have usually served older couples, but with this lack of employment
in our area, the younger people are seeking more help.
We have enjoyed serving more grandparents who bring
young family members with them. The children quickly eat
(we do try to match the servings with the age of the child
-and often offer them more appealing kid’s food), and then
they head to the corner a chalkboard and other toys and
enjoy themselves. The older couple can then enjoy their
meals and socialize with others at the table undisturbed.
Last month we had a young man join us for the first time.
Cap on head, he sat at the table and seemed rather uncomfortable. When he was served his dinner, he commented that
he had never eaten a meal at a table! He said he always sat
his plate on his lap in front of the TV. He thoroughly enjoyed
his turkey dinner, and I think he will see us next month!
An older couple has been attending regularly - very polite
and thankful each month for their dinners. This last dinner,
we were very short of help - much illness in our area - and
the lady came to us in the kitchen and asked if we needed any
help. We certainly did -- and she served turkey until everyone
had been served. We so appreciated her offer to help and she
felt very fulfilled in being of service.
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St. James, Cincinnati, parishioner Bob Pavlovich, has a
role in the movie, The Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call – New
Orleans. He plays the part of Dr. Milburn. The movie
stars Nicholas Cage and is showing in theaters nationwide.
Pavlovich is also currently playing the role of Zero in Adding
Machine: A Musical, at the Know Theatre in Cincinnati.
Crystal Kendrick, president of The Voice of Your
Customer and member of St. Andrew’s, Cincinnati, was
named a 2009 National Supplier of the Year by the National
Minority Supplier Development Council (NMSDC) at its
annual conference in New Orleans. The Voice of Your
Customer is a marketing consulting firm and was recognized
in the category for companies with annual sales less than $1
million.
Emily Treasure, Trinity, Columbus, was recently profiled
in the Columbus Dispatch in a weekly feature on central Ohio
student athletes. Emily is a senior member of the swim team
for Grandview High School.

Cincinnati East
St. Thomas, Terrace Park, inaugurated the St. Thomas
Pancake Relay Race during this year’s annual Shrove
Tuesday pancake dinner. Participants had to carry their
pancake on a flipper and pass them off to relay partners as
they raced across the floor of the parish hall. The St. Thomas
race is patterned from pancake races held around the world,
where the women of the community race through the village
flipping pancakes in a frying pan. The most famous pancake
race is at Olney in Buckinghamshire and has been held since
1445.

Columbus

St. Cyprian of Carthage, Columbus, offers services
focused on intercessory prayer to its parishioners and others
via conference call. St. Cyprian’s primary outreach is through
conference calls, because many parishioners have to work on
Sundays. Even the 10 a.m. traditional Sunday Eucharist is
available by phone, although the elements are available only
to those physically present. Services conducted entirely on
the conference call network are held weekdays at 6 a.m.
and noon, and every evening at 9:30 p.m. (Bible study and
Compline). Except on Thursdays, which are devoted entirely
to worship, praise and testimony, the 9:30 evening sessions
consist of Bible study from 9:30 to about 10:00, followed
by Compline. Although the majority of participants are from
the Columbus area, some people regularly call in from as
far away as Britain. Everyone is welcome to participate or
just listen. To join in, call 213.289.0555, the access code is
43205#.
St. Peter’s, Delaware, held their third annual Valentine’s
tea for parishioners, where everyone was invited to share
their love story. Attendees were encouraged to share the
stories of their marriage proposals, births of children or

favorite pets. They also brought along favorite photographs to share and copies of love songs to play during
the tea.
Forty members of Trinity, Columbus, have pledged to
walk 40 miles in 40 days. Strengthening Trinity one step at
a time, the 40-day effort by the 40 walkers will help keep
Trinity an energetic member of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio, help the congregation continue to be a vibrant member of the downtown Columbus community and develop a
strong sense of community among all who consider Trinity
to be an important part of their lives. The walkers have made
a commitment to walk for 40 days, April 11- May 20, and
cover at least 40 miles. During Lent, the walkers will gather
pledges from fellow parishioners and will also each lead at
least one group walk. “Step- off Sunday” is April 11. Walkers
will walk the first mile on April 11, immediately after the
Sunday 8 and 10:30 a.m. services by completing two laps
around Capital Square.
A cross-making class will be held at All Saints, New
Albany, on Saturday, March 27 at 10 a.m. Come and learn
how to fold palms into crosses! For more information, call
the church office at 614.855.6287.

Dayton
Rock the Mission 2010 at St. Paul’s, Dayton, has been
scheduled for April 10. Rock the Mission is part of a series
of coffee house fundraisers held to raise money for youth
outreach and mission. Local bands will play at the event,
donating their time and talent and drawing a large audience
of young people. A CD with selections from each of the
participating bands will be available for sale at the event.
For more information about Rock the Mission, contact Jean
Howat Berry at jhberry420@att.net or 937.293.1154.

The food pantry at St. Andrew’s, Dayton, is now open
on the third and fourth Saturdays of the month from 9 a.m.
to noon. If you would like to help out at the pantry, or for
additional information, call 937.278.7345.
The Rev. Dr. John Paddock, rector of Christ Church,
Dayton and acting rector at St. Paul’s, Greenville, along
with Dr. Joseph Kunkel, retired Professor of Philosophy
and Ethics at the University of Dayton, will present
their seminar, “Philosophy and Theology: Lenses on
Abiding Questions” as part of the University of Dayton
Special Programs and Continuing Education and the
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of
Dayton. The scheduled dates for the seminar are March
23 – April 27, Tuesdays, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Contact St.
Paul’s at 937.548.5575 or Christ Church at 937.223.2239
for registration information.

Miami River
The St. Anne, West Chester, annual Junktique Sale will
be held Saturday, March 20 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Lots of
household items, books, toys, sporting goods, jewelry, holiday décor and electronics will be available at great prices.
All proceeds of the sale benefit the J2A pilgrimage. For more
information, contact the church office at 513.779.1139.

Ohio River
Church of the Redeemer, Cincinnati, is sponsoring a
blood drive on Sunday, March 21 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. A
blood donation is a gift of life that a healthy individual can
give to others in their community who are sick or injured. If
you are in the Cincinnati area and would like to donate at the
blood drive, call the office at Redeemer at 513.321.6700 to
sign up for an appointment.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation.
Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202.
Not mass mailing your newsletters anymore? Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to jmurray@diosohio.org and rthompson@diosohio.org.
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Council vows support for Haiti, gives
church $10 million challenge
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Episcopal News Service: The Episcopal Church’s Executive Council
pledged Feb. 22 to stand by the Diocese of Haiti as it continues to minister
to earthquake survivors and plans its long-term rebuilding efforts, while challenging the church to raise at least $10 million to help pay for that rebuilding.
The council said that “Haiti’s recovery and reconstruction must be directed by
the Haitian people” and affirmed “the authority of Bishop [Jean Zaché] Duracin
and the leaders he appoints to request and direct the resources required to rebuild
the damaged institutions and impacted congregations of the diocese.”
In addition, the council urged Episcopalians to continue praying for “our
brothers and sisters in Haiti” during the Prayers of the People and other occasions, and to support the long-term recovery effort through continued donations to Episcopal Relief & Development’s Haiti fund, “recalling that, as our
Lord taught us, to care for the least fortunate among us is to care for him.”
Abagail Nelson, Episcopal Relief & Development senior vice president
for programs, described the agency’s efforts in the month since the Jan. 12
magnitude-7 quake. Although dealing with an almost unimaginable level of
chaos during the two weeks after the quake, Nelson said, the agency has thus
far provided more than 6 tons of food to survivors, is supplying at least 100
tents this week after searching globally for a reliable source, and continues
to work on various medical, sanitation, communication and other logistical
needs. She reported that the agency and diocese now believe that between
25,000 and 30,000 survivors are living in more than 60 settlements connected
to the diocese.
A partnership between the Episcopal Church in Haiti and the U.S. Army
“has rapidly formed since the earthquake,” Nelson said. “We’re really the first
religious organization to be working with the government this way and the
hope is that, longer term with a lot of this information, we’ll be better able to
serve the people.
“We believe in a God of abundance and we know that as we move forward
we can help rebuild the church in Haiti and help engage with all these other
ministries,” said Nelson.
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Church of England says no to full
communion with breakaway group
The Church of England has said it recognizes and affirms the desire of the
Anglican Church in North America to remain in the Anglican family, but it is
not yet ready to be in full communion with the breakaway entity.
An amended resolution passed Feb. 10 by General Synod, the Church of
England’s main governing body, said that ACNA’s desire required further
exploration by the “relevant authorities” in the Anglican Communion.
Bishop Michael Hill of the Diocese of Bristol, who proposed the amendment, told ENS that the debate had been charitable. “While it leaned towards
issues of human sexuality, the real issue is about the process of reception
with groups like ACNA,” said Hill, a member of the Anglican Consultative
Council, the communion’s main policy-making body.
The passing of the motion hasn’t resolved all the issues, he added. “It leaves
the doors open but makes it clear that the church has to deal with these matters
with due process and not in an ad hoc way.”
Hill’s amendment – which received 309 votes for, 69 against, and 17
abstentions – also invites the archbishops of Canterbury and York to report
further to synod in 2011. The original motion submitted by Lorna Ashworth
of Chichester had called on synod to “express the desire that the Church of
England be in communion with the Anglican Church in North America.”
American Anglican Council President David Anderson told ENS that he was
pleased with the outcome, even though he and other ACNA members had hoped
for Ashworth’s motion to be carried. The AAC is a founding member of ACNA.
Anderson, a former Episcopal priest, said he looked forward to furthering the conversation.
The Rev. Colin Coward, director of Changing Attitude, a U.K.-based LGBT
advocacy group, said that Hill’s amendment “kicks ACNA’s desire for recognition into the long grass. But it did commit to something that is generous in
recognizing their desires, but understanding that more needs to be done.”
The ACNA is made up of individuals and groups that have left the Episcopal
Church and the Anglican Church of Canada, as well as those that have never
been members of those two provinces.

scholar’s corner: Coping with Grief
I understand that you and your wife had a daughter who died. Have you come
to any wisdom you could share with us that has come out of this tragedy?
Since you have asked, I’ll answer you, not
so much as a scholar but as someone with a
lot of experience with suffering. There is a lot
I can say from the heart and from personal
experience of our daughter, Alison, having
a condition that eventually killed her, after
having paralyzed her, made her blind, and
made her unable to speak or to swallow, so
that she had to be fed through a stomach tube.
Alison’s incurable condition was the most
important fact of our lives from her diagnosis
at age four until her death at age 19. And
Alison and the tragedy that befell her always
will be (even when unspoken) a devastating,
unalterable and profoundly sad reality. There
is a hole in the center of our life together that
will always be there. We will always be a
couple who used to have a child but don’t
anymore.
From all our years of suffering and helplessness, I do have some advice for interacting with grieving people. (And we were
grieving the full 15 years of Alison’s illness,
not just at the time of her death.) What I say
may not be new to you, but it is coming out of
my personal experience and from my heart.
First of all, when there is someone who

is in grief, say over the death of a loved one,
please spare them the platitudes. I know
people want to help and are uncomfortable
but don’t say things like the following: “God
must have needed an angel in heaven, so
that’s why He took her” or “Someday we’ll
understand why it was a good thing she died
when she did. Maybe if she had lived, some
horrible thing would have happened to her,
and this way she avoided it.”
Yes, it is true that your loved one no longer
suffers, but you would much rather have had
them live longer in good health and happy.
Yes, death is perhaps better than uncontrollable pain, but is it better than being healthy
and happy and living a full life?
Better than trying to “cheer up” a grieving
person, try just being with them in silence.
They are nowhere near through their grieving process and don’t need to manufacture a
smile to make others feel less uncomfortable.
Basically, don’t try to make a tragedy
“OK.” We don’t like to contemplate suffering
and pain because it distresses us. But suffering and injustice need to be acknowledged for
what they are and not somehow “dressed up”
as good things.

A number of times
I heard, “God must
be trying to teach
you some lesson, and
that’s why this has
happened.” But if you
think about it much,
that doesn’t make
sense. Is there any
“lesson” important
enough to justify killing an innocent person? If God wanted
to teach me a lesson,
surely there was some other way to do it
besides killing my daughter! The benefit of
me learning my lesson cannot outweigh all
the pain and suffering suffered not just by me
but by Barbara and (especially) Alison.
My analogy for the relative value of the
“lessons” one can learn from tragedy is the
photo album you run into your burning house
to save. If you were successful in retrieving
it, then the fire was not a total loss. You’ve
still got your pictures. What you learn from
a great personal tragedy like the death of a
loved one is similar. If the tragedy has taught
you anything or made you a better person in
any way, then it was not a total loss. Some
good came out of it.

The Rev.
William G.
Gartig

And in my opinion the greatest benefit
of experiencing things like the death of a
daughter is being able to sympathize with
others when they suffer similar tragedies.
Until you’ve experienced terrible tragedy,
you cannot appreciate what other sufferers are
going through. And you are not so intolerant
and judgmental of those who grieve. You see,
sometimes people say (or, if they don’t say
it directly, they think it), “Why are you still
grieving? It’s been a whole month (or six
months or a year) now. You should be over it
by now. Buck up! Pull yourself together and
don’t be such a crybaby!” The person who has
suffered greatly knows how hard it is to come
back from a terrible tragedy and can gently
and patiently support the sufferer trying to
rebuild a life after a devastating tragedy.
What people who are grieving and very
unhappy want is compassion and acknowledgment of their pain. You can’t solve their
problem and make the pain go away. Just
show your concern, and show them that you
know they are hurting. Recovery will take a
long time.
Questions about the Bible or other religious
subjects may be sent to 2146 Cameron Ave,
Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.
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March

Calendar

1 – Parochial reports due!
2 – Full staff retreat. All diocesan offices closed.
2 – National & World Mission Commission
meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 3
p.m. Contact: Paul Rank at 513.528.0931
5 – School for Ministry weekend at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm
at 800.582.1712, ext. 136.
6 – Camp counselor interviews at Procter Camp
& Conference Center. Contact: Rob Konkol at
800.582.1712 ext 160.
6 – Clergy Day at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, 10 a.m.
7 – Safe Church training at Church of Our
Saviour, Mount Auburn. First session of two-part
training. Must also attend session on March 14 to
complete training. No meals will be served during
training, and there is no charge. Pre-registration is
required. Register online at www.diosohio.org or
by calling Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712 ext 105.
Contact: the Rev. Fred Shirley at 614.882.9038.
10 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan
House, noon. Contact: the Rev. Stephen Applegate
at 740.587.0167.
11 – Residency program monthly meeting
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 9:30
a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at
800.582.1712.
12-13 – Refresh Your Soul Conference at
Crown Plaza Blue Ash. Contact: Ellen Schneider
at 800.835.5768 ext. 4545.
13 – Preacher training at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
14 – Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday.
14 - Safe Church training at Church of Our
Saviour. Second session of two-part training. Must
also attend session on March 7 to complete training. See registration info above.
13 – Diocesan Council meets at Procter Camp
& Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev.
Bruce Smith at 614.486.9452.
17 – Affirmative Aging Quiet Day. Contact: the
Rev. Steve Cuff at 513.871.2090
17 – Commission on Congregational Life meets
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m.
Contact: Janice West at 937.278.2249.
19-21 – 30-Hour Famine youth retreat at St.
James, Cincinnati. Contact: Zack Cornelissen at
513.680.1205.
20 – Stewardship & Development Spring
Conference at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Dick Tuttle at 740.374.8508.
20 – Safe Church training at St. Matthew,
Westerville, 9 a.m. Lunch will be provided at no
cost. See registration info above
26-28 - School for Ministry weekend at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm
at 800.582.1712, ext. 136.
27 – Safe Church training at St. Anne, West
Chester, 9 a.m. Pre-registration is required. See
registration info above
30 – Renewal of Vows at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 11 a.m. No cost but please
RSVP at www.diosohio.org (Go to date on calen-

RESOURCES

dar to register).
30 – 2011 budget requests due. Contact:
Heather Windle at 800.582.1712 ext. 113.

April

2 – Diocesan offices closed Good Friday
5 – Diocesan offices closed Easter Monday
6 – Executive & program staff meets at
Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
6 – Dispatch of Business meets at Diocesan
House, 3 p.m. Contact: Jane Dupke Curry at
800.582.1712 ext. 130.
10 – Preacher training at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl
Ruttan at kruttan@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712.
15 – Retired clergy day at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: David McCoy at
614.205.5457.
15 – Affirmative Aging Commission luncheon
and St. Simeon and St. Anna award recognition at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the
Rev. Steve Cuff at 513.899.2285.
15-17 – Godly Play training at Calvary, Clifton.
Training originally scheduled for January rescheduled to these dates. Contact: Helene Ault at
513.861.4437.
16-18 – SOLLI weekend at Procter Camp
& Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at
800.582.1712 ext 136.
17 – Anti-Racism training at Procter Camp
& Conference Center, 9 a.m. Training consists
of four parts: reading to be done prior to training, training day at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, work to be completed after training day
and a follow-up meeting that will be scheduled on
training day. This is an anti-racism workshop and
not a diversity or multi-cultural workshop. Cost is
$10 for lunch. The registration deadline is April
10. Register online at www.diosohio.org. Contact:
Debbie Stokes at 614.933.8715
20 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House,
10 a.m.
21 – Commission on Congregational Life meets
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m.
Contact: Janice West at 937.278.2249.
23-25 – Diocesan Washington, D.C., excursion
& Ohio Day at the National Cathedral
29 - May 1 – Commission on Ministry meets at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Pat
Haug, 800.582.1712.
30-May 1 – Standing Committee meets at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the
Rev. Stephen Applegate at 740.587.0167.
30-May 2 – School for Ministry weekend at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay
Sturm at 800.582.1712, ext. 136.

Of note

The convention of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio has designated the fourth Sunday of Lent as
Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday. This
year, that observance is March 14. Congregations
are encouraged to share information about the
ministry and mission of Episcopal Relief &
Development as well as collect a special offering
to support that work.

Clergy/congregations
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has named the Rev. Canon John
Johanssen as priest-in-charge of Christ Church Cathedral. He will continue as canon to the ordinary for the diocese as well as support the clergy
team at the cathedral until the recovery of the Very Rev. Jim Diamond.
Dean Diamond fell critically ill while vacationing in Arizona and continues his recovery in a rehabilitation center there.
Congratulations to the Rev. Chris Thompson, former rector of All
Saints, Portsmouth, who is one of the candidates for the Bishop Suffragan
for Federal Ministries for The Episcopal Church.
The Rev. Jeffrey Queen is serving as the interim rector of Calvary,
Ashland, in the Diocese of Lexington. He continues as rector of All
Saints, Portsmouth.
St. Thomas has called the Rev. Darren Elin as rector. He has been
serving as rector at St. John’s, Saginaw, Mich.

Congregations

Beginning search process: St. James, Westwood; Church of the
Advent, Cincinnati
Finished profile: Indian Hill Episcopal/Presbyterian Church
Interviewing candidates: St. George, Washington Twp.
Considering finalists: Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming

rest in peace

The Rev. John Speaks, a former priest of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio, died Feb. 8. He was 89. A Marine Corps veteran and graduate
of the School of Theology at Sewanee, Fr. Speaks served in Alabama
and South Carolina before coming to Christ Church Cathedral. After
his retirement from the cathedral, he continued to serve the diocese as
interim and supply at Indian Hill, Grace and Trinity churches.
Survivors include his wife of 65 years, Martha; a daughter, Henrietta;
two grandsons and two great-grandchildren.
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The Boy’s Choir and the acolytes (at left) led the 45th Advent
Procession with Lessons and Carols at St. Patrick’s, Lebanon. The
beautiful candlelight service with two choirs, candlebearers and readers, was a far cry from the first one in 1964. At the time, the church was
only 2 years old, still meeting in its original location. Then, the boys’
choir had 11 members, the newly formed adult choir had six – and there
was one acolyte!

Foundation offers fellowships
The Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF) is pleased to
announce the 2010 application process for the Fellowship
Partners Program is now open. The application deadline is
March 15.
The foundation awards fellowships for both academic and
transformational ministries, and enables fellows to share their
knowledge, experience, and best practices with the wider
Church in practical ways. The emphasis is on partnerships
that will have important impact in their local communities
and beyond. Both lay and clergy are invited to apply. Paul
Clever and Good Earth Ministries in Athens received a fellowship in 2009.
New awards will range up to $15,000 and are renewable
for an additional two years. New fellows will be announced
in May. Learn more: www.episcopalfoundation.org

GreenFaith invites fellowship applicants
GreenFaith invites applications for the fourth class of the
GreenFaith Fellowship Program, the 18-month interfaith
environmental leadership training program for lay and
ordained leaders. May 1 is the application deadline.
“Our first three classes of fellows are providing important leadership in their communities,” said Rabbi Lawrence
Troster, the program’s director. “We look forward to working
with a new class of fellows.”
Each fellow attends three retreats focused on eco-spirituality, environmental justice and sustainability. Fellows also
write their own eco-theological statement, and carry out an
environmental leadership project.
To learn more, contact Rabbi Troster at rabbiltroster@greenfaith.org or 732.565.7740, ext. 302. The Rev. Frank Edmands at
Trinity, London, served as a fellow and can answer questions as
well. Contact him at fedmands@sbcglobal.net

SoulSpring holds retreat
SoulSpring is hosting a silent, directed weekend retreat
March 12-14 at the Convent of the Transfiguration, Glendale.
The retreat will focus on a theme of “Awakening Into
Spring.” Massage and reiki will be available. For information, call Linda Busken Jergens at 513.321.6743.

Notable
The Rev. Ed Payne has been selected to serve as a member
of the faculty for the Preaching Excellence Program sponsored by the Episcopal Preaching Foundation. The program
involves working with seminarians to improve their preaching skills. It will run from May 30 to June 6 at Villanova
University in Philadelphia.
Payne also recently presented a lecture to the Southeastern
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. The topic was
“Pronunciation Adjustments Needed for the Singing of
Negro Spirituals.”

Music

Austrian conductor performs at Calvary
Alexander Negrin, conductor of the Stadttheater Baden
(Austria), will present a free organ recital on March 7 at 3
p.m. at Calvary, Clifton, as part of the 2009-2010 Liturgy
and Music Series. Featured will be Edward Elgar’s Sonata
for Organ in G Major, and works by Bach, Brahms and
Lovelock. A reception will follow.
Born in 1977 in Sydney, Australia to European parents, Negrin
began learning piano at an early age and later studied percussion,
singing and organ at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. He
was a boy chorister in one of Australia’s oldest Anglican choirs
and served as an organ scholar at Newcastle Cathedral. He

gave his conducting debut at the age of nine with the Sydney
Symphony Orchestra at the Sydney Opera House in Beethoven’s
Fifth Symphony. After moving to Europe in 1998, he continued his studies in Austria, at the conclusion of which he was
appointed First Conductor at the Stadttheater Baden (Austria),
where he has conducted opera and Viennese operetta as well as
orchestral concerts, in addition to guest-conducting in other cities. He has recently presented recitals in Berlin Cathedral and the
Votivkirche in Vienna, where he performed Elgar’s Organ Sonata
in conjunction with the Elgar Society in England to celebrate the
150th anniversary of the composer’s birth.
Calvary is located at 3766 Clifton Ave., Cincinnati.
Information: 513.861.4437 or www.calvaryclifton.org

Cathedral hosts array of events
Yun Kyong Kim, the organist and choirmaster of Christ Church, Dayton, will
present an organ recital in Christ Church
Cathedral’s glorious acoustic on March 21
at 5 p.m. The concert is part of a series of
organ recitals offered at the cathedral on
the third Sunday of each month, October Yun Kyong Kim
through May. Admission is free.
Critics have described Yun Kyong Kim as “a splendid keyboard soloist” (Dayton Daily News) and capable of playing
“with great sensitivity and with great élan” (The Diapason). She
received her doctoral degree in organ performance in 2005 from
Indiana University and won third prize at the American Guild
of Organists’ National Young Artists Competition in Organ
Performance in 2000. She is passionate about bringing programs
of diverse musical interest to her audiences.
In addition, the cathedral’s weekly offerings of Music Live at
Lunch will feature several talented performers in March. The
concerts begin at 12:10 p.m. and are free and open to all. Patrons
may bring their lunch or buy one at the cathedral for $5.
Christ Church Cathedral also will present two evening
concerts by renowned choirs. The Cincinnati Boychoir will
perform on March 13 at 7:30 p.m. Their ethereal sound will
bring to life the spiritual and mystical music dating from
the Renaissance to today in a program entitled, “Mystics
and Madmen.” Tickets are available by calling Cincinnati
Boychoir at 513.396.7664.
On March 19 at 7 p.m., the cathedral will host a performance of the Harvard Glee Club during its 2010 spring tour
to the Midwest. The men’s chorus is the oldest college chorus

in America. Tickets may be purchased at the door.
Christ Church Cathedral is located at 318 East Fourth
Street, downtown Cincinnati. For more information, call
513.621.1817.

Lenten offerings

Cathedral presents Lamentations
As part of its observance of Holy Week each year, Christ
Church Cathedral presents a concert of Thomas Tallis’ The
Lamentations of Jeremiah. The concert is sung by the men
of the cathedral choir and presented as part of the cathedral’s
weekly offering of Music Live at Lunch at 12:10 p.m. This
year’s performance will be on March 30.
Lamentations is a haunting, expressive work, suggesting desolation, reflective of much of the religious turmoil
of 16th century England, where Tallis lived. The words
“Ierusalem, Ierusalem, convertere ad Dominum Deum
tuum” (Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your
God), in particular, may have had significant meaning for
the composer. Some speculate that Tallis was a Roman
Catholic forced to conceal the true identity of his faith from
the Protestant monarchs. The truth may never be known.
But what is known is that the creative accomplishments of
Tallis stand the test of time.
“The piece ties in well with Holy Week, when we are
remembering the one who suffered and who had a preference for those who are considered outsiders,” says Stephan
Casurella, the cathedral’s director of music. “It speaks to the
pain of religious persecution in general.”

Affirmative Aging offers Quiet Day
The Affirmative Aging Commission is sponsoring a Quiet
Day in Lent on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, at Procter Camp
& Conference Center. The day will begin at 10 a.m. and
conclude at 3 p.m. Lunch is provided.
Come away for a while and enrich your soul during Lent
- a season of introspection and renewal. A quiet day is like
a ‘mini-retreat,’ with a leader offering a series of meditations
interspersed with times for quiet solitude and reflection with
an opportunity for spiritual direction. What a blessing in this
noisy world!
The Affirmative Aging Commission offers this quiet day for
everyone, wherever you are on your spiritual journey. There is
no fee, but donations will be accepted. Please RSVP to the Rev.
Steve Cuff at scuff@erhinc.com or 513.533.5045.
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Do good, bake chocolate!

ECSF Chocolate Fest needs bakers, auction donors
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
The Episcopal Community Services
Foundation’s annual Chocolate Fest is set
for April 17, just two weeks after Easter, and
you can help raise vital funds for community
ministry by sharing your culinary talents and
community connections.
St. Thomas, Terrace Park is hosting this
year’s fest in its gorgeous, spacious parish hall
from 2-4 p.m. All proceeds go into grants to
help churches to respond to human need in
Southern Ohio through providing food, shelter, prescriptions, and many other vital forms
of aid. This year’s chair is Terri Moorhead,
Outreach Chair for St. Thomas, with a committee representing many talented people from
ECSF’s board and Cincinnati-area parishes.
Bakers are welcome to enter chocolate
recipes of any kind via ECSF’s website,
www.ECSFsouthernohio.org or by calling

Ariel Miller at 513.221.0547 by April 5.
Contestants can enter in children’s (under 12),
youth (12-18) or adult categories.
Celebrity judges – all Episcopal chocolatiers
from Cincinnati – will award three grand prizes:
Most Gorgeous
Most Unusual
Best Overall Chocolate
The judges include Randy Young of
Aglamesis Brothers, one of Cincinnati’s great
vintage ice cream parlours, Chip and Debbie
Graeter of Graeter’s Ice Cream fame, and
Matt Madison, founder of Madisono’s Gelato,
which won one of Cincinnati Magazine’s
Best in City awards soon after its launch.
If you are entering the contest, get all your
friends to come and vote for you shamelessly
and often for one of the People’s Choice
Awards. Each additional $1 donation entitles
your friend to one vote. The more ballotstuffing, the better.
Another terrific way to help the cause is by

donating silent auction items or soliciting them.
Episcopal Community Services Foundation is
holding the first annual online auction open to
bidders all over the diocese, so items like tickets, zoo or park memberships, or business gift
certificates can come from any community, not
just Cincinnati.
The online auction will have two phases:
a pre-Easter sale of gift certificates and items
geared to celebrations of that great feast day,
and a second wave of bidding from April
5-15. It’s easy to upload descriptions of your
auction item - including photographs or logos
- by going to the online auction website set
up for ECSF by Bidding for Good: www.
biddingforgood.com/ECSFsouthernohio or
by calling Ariel (see the number, above).
Even though it is Lent, we can assure you
that after Easter, you can also do good by eating
chocolate! Tickets for Chocolate Fest are only
$10 for adults, $5 for children under 12, and a
maximum of $20 per family, though you can

always make an additional freewill donation if
you like. Tickets entitle you to taste any or all
of the contest entries, plus unlimited refreshing
cups of coffee, milk or ice water to cleanse your
palate between bites. There also will be a silent
auction at Chocolate Fest, including unique art
work and some fabulous baskets.
You can reserve your tickets by donating online at www.ECSFsouthernohio.org
or mailing a check with a note indicating the
number of tickets you would like, to ECSF,
412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202.
Tickets will be held at the door, and walk-ins
are welcome.

Forward Movement comes home
“It’s nice that the rent money
we pay helps the diocese, and
Interchange assistant editor
the reduction in our rent helps
out Forward Movement,” says
Forward Movement Publications
Paraskevopoulos.
returned to its roots and moved in
“We’re thrilled to be back,”
February back into the third floor
she adds.
of Diocesan House in downtown
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Cincinnati. Forward Movement
easy and gracious the diocesan
shared office space with the diocese
staff has been for making this
from the beginning, at first in the
happen,” says the Rev. Dick
basement of the former St. Paul’s
Schmidt, editor of Forward
Cathedral in 1935 and later Diocesan
Movement.
House, until 2004, when they moved
Forward Movement, an offito a larger space. So what brings
cial, non-profit agency of the
them back now in 2010?
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the determination of the General
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Formation
via Skype
Want to gather for forma-

tion – but are stymied by
geography? Two groups in the
diocese are using technology
to bridge the gap.
A student vacationing in
South Carolina joined her
Education for Ministry class
last month via Skype, a free
videoconferencing program. At
right, Carol Langenfeld, joins
her Monday morning EfM group from South Carolina. Also pictured are, from bottom to
top, Meredith Rucker, Mona Marple and Julie Myers.
Several months ago, a group of six clergy in the Greater Cincinnati area planned to
carry out a Lenten study of W.T. Wright’s book, The Resurrection of the Son of God.
These plans hit a snag when one of the members – the Rev. David Halt – accepted the
position of rector at St. Matthew’s, Bloomington, Ill.
Fortunately, the clergy group is tech-savvy, and so they have been able to meet, discuss and pray using laptop webcams and Skype.
Three of the group’s members are pictured at the house of the Rev. David Bailey, rector
of St. Stephen’s, Cincinnati. Pictured are (at top) the Rev. Thomas Wray, interim pastor
of St. Peter Lutheran Church in Trenton, and the Rev. Peter Manto, rector of the Trinity
Reformed Episcopal Church in Mason. And on the laptop, the Rev. Dave Halt (inset).

							

REFLECTIONS

Love Song: A royal family

Garrison Keillor created a whole town in Minnesota,
and for three decades or so has delightfully told us the
news from there each Saturday night on public radio.
We’ve visited Our Lady of Perpetual Responsibility
Church and been blessed by Father Emil, learned about
ice fishing, marveled at the Norwegian Bachelor Farmers,
been in and out of the Pretty Good Grocery Store and
the Side Track Tavern, and got to know the Bunsens, the
Tolleruds, the Tollefsons.
Because Lake Wobegon is a small town, we’ve learned a
lot of things we really didn’t need to know about people’s
lives, and we listened to stories anyway because, we told
ourselves, it was the polite thing to do. Grace Tollefson’s
troubles, for instance.
It was years and years ago. Grace graduated from high
school and started seeing a man named Campbell, who
came through Lake Wobegon from time to time. I guess he
was a salesman of some sort. Handsome fellow, sandy hair,
green eyes. But he kept whisky in his car, and everybody
knew that was a bad sign.
Grace’s family tried to persuade her not to see him, but
she kept on, and finally she ran off with Campbell and
got married. They lived away somewhere and had three
children—Walter, Earl and Marla. It wasn’t a happy marriage. Campbell continued to drink, and one night when he
came home under the influence, Grace locked the door and
wouldn’t let him in. He went away, disappeared.
There wasn’t much Grace could do but move back home

and live off the charity of her family and the Lutheran Church. Her
brother got a mobile home and put it
in the yard behind his house. People
gave her furniture they didn’t want
anymore.
In that little town, it was hard to
live as she had to live. No one said
anything mean, but Grace felt it
when she walked along the street—
poor Grace, or there’s that Tollefson
girl who got into trouble.
The older boy, Walter, asked
about his father. Grace told him only that he was handsome and descended from Scottish royalty. When Walter
asked his Grandmother Tollefson about his father, she just
said, “Humpf.” Sometimes after dinner, as Grace and the
children washed dishes they would dream, talk about what
they would do if their ship ever came in. But life didn’t
change.
And then one day Grace received a letter from a man
in Philadelphia who said he was doing research on the
Campbell family tree. He had some questions, and Grace
replied, telling him all she knew about her husband’s
family. Some time passed and then another letter came. It
began, “Your Royal Highness,” and told Grace that she and
her children were the rightful heirs to the Scottish throne.
The man sent a chart showing their lineage. He said finding

The Rev.
Bob Horine
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them was the happiest accomplishment of his life and that
he would spend all his energies working to see that they
were returned to their rightful place.
Grace, Walter, Earl and Marla continued to be poor, to
live in the same dismal little place, but life was changed.
The story goes on, but I pause to think about what a difference it makes when you know who you are, and what,
and to whom you belong. They didn’t tell anyone, but
inside they were different people. They were royalty. And
I expect the knowledge they carried in some small ways
shone out of them -- as it often does for those who know
they belong to God.
Charles Williams wrote about visiting writer and mystic
Evelyn Underhill after she had been ill. “As I entered
she got up and turned round, looking…fragile…But light
simply streamed from her face, illuminated with a radiant
smile…One could not help but feel consciously there and
then…that one was in the presence of the extension of the
Mystery of our Lord’s Transfiguration in one of the members of His Mystical Body. I myself never saw it repeated
on any later meeting…”
There is in us, no matter how beaten and woebegone
we may be, a “fearfully and wonderfully made” being,
beloved by God, waiting to be recognized and set free.
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the
Diocese of Lexington and a former senior editor of
Forward Movement Publications.

Lay theologian: Reconsidering chocolate
For several years, I gave up chocolate for Lent. I gave
up dessert altogether, actually, but chocolate is the only
thing that counts as dessert in our house.
Then it became clear that high cocoa chocolate is
good for you – the higher the octane the better. It has
something to do with antioxidants like flavanols and
procyanidins, but I didn’t care what the mechanism is.
What a relief! I began to doubt the wisdom of giving up
this important dietary supplement. Preventative medicine, really.
So I decided to swear off something else instead. I
tried giving up resentment for Lent. That was a big
mistake.
For one thing, when St. Paul identifies 15 “works of
the flesh” in his Letter to the Galatians, more than half
of them seem linked to resentment: enmities, strife,
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissentions, factions, and envy
(Galatians 5: 19-21). All that’s left is fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, drunkenness and
carousing. I’m supposed to give up these others anyway,
as part of being a decent person.
My Lenten discipline now seemed to require me not to
be embittered in ways we normally allow ourselves to be, in
small ways at least, because we consider them natural and
unavoidable. Could one swear off human nature?
For another thing, when the theologian and spiritual director, Barbara Crafton, was the keynoter for a clergy family
wellness retreat a few years ago, she called on us to follow
our Lord’s command and love our enemies. Yeah, right.
Wasn’t Jesus just exaggerating to make a point?

But she was serious. We
were to pray for them – but
not all at once. She warned
us that we would simply give
up if we tried to take on too
much. We were simply to
mention them by name during
our prayer time. Just mention
them. Later, we could begin to
wish them well, but not at first.
Eventually, with God’s help,
we could love them.
Dr. Don Reed
I tried this, merely mentioning two or three of the people in my life at the time
whom I resented most, whose mistreatment wounded
my heart and burned within me. So I merely mentioned
them. I found that I could do this. I couldn’t yet actually
wish them well, but I could name them.
However, therein laid the risk. What if I came to
be able to wish them well and eventually love them?
That was going too far, so I quit even mentioning
them. Now my new Lenten discipline seemed to
require me to return to this phased-in, love-yourenemies scheme.
I turned to the Psalms. I have labeled Psalm 73 in my
marked up copy of the BCP Psalter as “Envy” in the first
half and “Revenge” in the second half. But when I come
to verses 21-22, I wonder what’s up.
When my mind became embittered,
I was sorely wounded in my heart.

I was stupid and had no understanding;
I was like a brute beast in your presence.
Is the psalmist holding a mirror up to me? Sometimes
I find Psalm 94 to be full of vengeance, but halfway in
(94:11), we find the following:
The LORD knows our human thoughts;
how like a puff of wind they are.
Is the psalmist likening to a puff of wind my enemies’
wickedness or my vengefulness? I can’t shake the sense
that the psalmist might be showing me my own vacillation. I should love, but I’d really rather boil and rage.
The people I began to mention earlier during the
initial stage of the phase-in…maybe they aren’t all that
bad. But really, if we allow people to get away with
mistreating us, they’ll just go on doing it, and they’ll
mistreat others too. Someone really must put a stop to
it, or work up a lather about it anyway.
I’ve been reading about how important antioxidants
are in protecting us against free radicals and their noxious effects. Chocolate is important, but there are other
sources of antioxidants, such as red wine and green tea.
So maybe I could go without chocolate for 40 days, plus
weekends.
Furthermore, after all, there’s something that doesn’t
work about getting resentment back for Easter.
So I’m reconsidering chocolate.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church, Springfield,
and is professor of Philosophy at Wittenberg University.
Contact him at dreed@wittenberg.edu.
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NEWS

Led by
Trent Babb
(second
from right),
St. Simon’s
Afro
Drummers
launched
the liturgy
with energy
and power.
Ivan Reynolds, treasurer of the Union of Black Episcopalians (pictured third from left), received this year’s
Absalom Jones award for his decades of achievement in church and community leadership.
Reynolds taught with distinction in two school districts and is a lifelong member of St. Simon’s, where he
has served as senior and junior warden, treasurer, and as a beloved teacher and mentor in the Sunday
School. He is joined by (from left) the Rev. Trevor Babb, rector of St. Simon’s, Dianne Ebbs, president of
the local UBE chapter, and fellow parishioner Deborah Allsop, who introduced him as the award recipient.

Service honors legacy of Absalom Jones
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor

“Fan into flame the gift of God that you possess!”
With the words St. Paul wrote to his young disciple
Timothy from prison, the Rev. Kwasi Thornell rallied the
commitment of worshippers gathered from all over the diocese Feb. 14 to celebrate the feast day of Absalom Jones, the
first black priest of the Episcopal Church.
“God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but the Spirit of
power and love and self control.” Thornell said. Like Paul,
he called on the assembled congregation to witness fearlessly
and joyfully to the Gospel.
Activist, educator, and past rector of St. Philip’s,
Columbus, and canon vicar of Christ Church Cathedral,
Thornell returned to Southern Ohio as guest preacher for the
annual liturgy organized by the Bishop Herbert Thompson Jr.
Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians.
Thornell urged his listeners to start each day with “an attitude of gratitude,” especially considering the signs of progress since in the past 40 years within the Episcopal Church.
When the Union of Black Episcopalians formed in
1968, John Burgess of Massachusetts – number 590 in the
American Apostolic Succession – was still the only black
bishop ever elected to lead a diocese within the United States.
In the ensuing decades. several more African-American
priests have won that status, including Herbert Thompson,
elected in 1988 on the first ballot as 8th Bishop of Southern
Ohio, and the Revs. Michael Curry and Wendell Gibbs, bishops of North Carolina and Michigan, respectively, who had
served as rectors in Southern Ohio.
“A lot has happened,” said Thornell, pointing to the
election of Barack Obama as President in 2008. “We have
black deans, bishops, CEOs of some major corporations.

The Rev. Kwasi Thornell called on the Church to reclaim its
social relevance and joy in proclaiming the Good News.
John Walker and Herbert Thompson both came in second as
Presiding Bishop,” he added.
But there is no time for complacency, he warned. “Where

is the vision of Absalom Jones in the church today? Where
are the hopes and dreams of the founders of UBE? Are blacks
and whites skipping along together singing, ‘Kum Ba Ya’?”
Thornell urged his listeners to look to the example set by
youth. “My children’s friends span the rainbow. My young
people’s friends come from all religious groups, or no religion.
Most believe in God. Some will never go into a church.
“Young people are not saying racism is over. They are saying that the best way to deal with it is collaboration: respecting the freedoms and worth of all.
“They will not work through an organization fearful of
change. The organization that doesn’t change is dead. Too
many black churches are small! Most Episcopal churches
have fewer than 150 members, and the average black church
in our denomination is smaller than that, with too few young
people. That’s the recipe for no vocations for the future. The
church needs to respond to the needs of all people – to cease
to be irrelevant.
“Can we be disciplined enough to do the paradigm shift –
willing to tell the story?” he asked. “Can we be that people willing to face the challenges? Can we be that people renewed with
the passion – fired by the love of God to do the will of God?”
In short order, the congregation was treated to a vivid
glimpse of an Episcopal congregation doing just that: All
Souls, launched in a former Walgreen’s in New Orleans’
Ninth Ward after Hurricane Katrina. Called to the pulpit,
the Rev. Lonell Wright, priest of All Souls, spoke with fiery
joy of how the mission is striving to repair the community’s
social fabric as well its ruined housing, working especially to
foster the academic success of children.
“Do you know that states plan their number of prison cells
on the basis of the proportion of third graders who pass reading proficiency tests?” Wright asked.
“Join us, get involved!”

