Interchange

news from the Diocese of Southern Ohio

Grant that
these ashes
may be to
us a sign

MARCH 2012
Volume XL, No.3
www.diosohio.org

Mission priorities
sharpen focus
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
Southern Ohio’s strategy for mission is
moving from broad-brush strokes to more
refined details, as diocesan leaders continue to build upon work begun in 2010.
More than 40 leaders gathered at the
Procter Center in February to report and
collaborate on the work of six task forces,
which met throughout the fall and early
winter. These task forces delved deep
into the six areas of mission priorities that
were adopted by diocesan convention in
November:

▪ Support healthy congregations
▪ Build new relationships
▪ Formation
▪ Mission
▪ Stewardship of resources
▪ Procter Center
The foundation of the mission strategies is the experience of common ministry – the commitment in Southern Ohio
“to exercise our individual and collective
authority to minister Christ to the world,
and in so doing, to model the connection
we have with one another,” said Bishop
Please see MISSION, Page 3

Southern Ohio donations top
$130K to Rebuild Our Church
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Interchange assistant editor

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal imposes the ashes at Christ Church Cathedral during the Ash
Wednesday service. Photo by Julie Murray

match with a grant from the
Procter Fund. And the congregations
and the people of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio pitched in whole-heartedly, with
contributions ranging from $5 to more
than $5,000. With donations still coming
in, the diocese has raised nearly $50,000
for the match grant.
These generous donations join contributions from dioceses across The
Episcopal Church to help Haiti build

mental agencies and non-profits
are working together to rebuild the
infrastructure of the country, the Rebuild
Our Church website reminds donors that
“there is one thing no one else can rebuild
for The Episcopal Church: Holy Trinity
Cathedral. Home of the famous murals
that depicted the Biblical narrative, the
Cathedral was a beacon in a land where
strength of faith is inversely proportional
to economic development.”
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From the Bishop: Rebuild Our Church
Editor’s Note: Bishop Thomas E.
Breidenthal shared these meditations on
February’s lectionary readings as part of the
diocesan campaign to help the Episcopal
Church in Haiti rebuild its cathedral.
Devastated by the 2010 earthquake, Holy
Trinity Cathedral is
Bishop
being rebuilt brick
by brick, diocese by
Thomas E.
Breidenthal diocese, in a churchwide campaign. The
cathedral was once
home to not only a
vibrant worshipping
community but also
primary and secondary schools. The new
cathedral will serve
as an anchor to the
expanded Episcopal
presence in downtown Port-au-Prince, offering worship space for 1,000, housing diocesan offices and a rectory, and incorporating
the former cathedral ruins as an historic
memorial garden.
Learn more about Southern Ohio’s
efforts: Pages 1, 12, 13 and 24 and online at
http://www.diosohio.org/haiti.html.
Reflection from the
Fifth Sunday of Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31
Today’s reading from Isaiah also provided
us with the theme of our diocesan convention last November: On eagles’ wings. Here
is what Isaiah says: “those who wait for the
Lord shall renew their strength, they shall
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall
run and not be weary, they shall walk and
not faint.”
It is easy for us to forget that these words
were spoken to the Jewish people in exile in
Babylon. They had lost their freedom, their
homeland, and their temple. How improbable this vision must have seemed to them!
Yet they did return eventually, rebuilding the
temple and taking up their life in Israel with
renewed focus on God.
We are all dealing with the challenge of
being the church in rapidly changing times,
but most of us have not faced the loss of
everything that we depended on to tell us
who we were as a community of faith. We
still have our buildings, our accustomed
forms of worship, our rules and regulations.
But there is anxiety about the future -- sufficient anxiety that the promise of mounting
up on eagles’ wings may seem improbable.
I wonder if we would be more open to
Isaiah’s message if our faith in God were less
tied to our sense of safety and comfort. I have
often been struck by the unshakeable faith of
the homeless: in so many instances, I find
in them a profound trust in God’s existence,
presence and love which renews my own faith.

that we have poverty, disease and natural
disaster in our own midst, even if not on the
scale Haiti has endured. To involve ourselves
in the rebuilding of Haiti’s cathedral is to
engage all the suffering, whether in Haiti or
Southern Ohio, as something to be touched,
a connection to be embraced.

Holy Trinity Cathedral in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, before the earthquake.
Perhaps we come to know God best when we
are stripped of everything else. I don’t think for
a moment that God desires to be known in this
way -- God’s desire is that we should be happy.
But it remains the case that we sometimes let
material comfort and personal satisfaction distract us from relationship with God.
Perhaps this is why the Bible says over
and over that paying attention to the poor
is not only a moral obligation -- those of
us who have enough or more than enough
rely on the poor to teach us about God, who
know God better than we do. It is good and
right to rebuild the cathedral in Haiti. But
let’s not forget that, by contributing to that
rebuilding, we are doing something for ourselves as well. We are acknowledging a connection with a corner of our church that has
long known deprivation, yet knows a great
deal about waiting on the Lord. Our brothers
and sisters in Haiti have much to teach us
about mounting up on eagles’ wings. With
their help we ourselves may run and not be
weary; we may walk and not be faint.
Reflection from the
Sixth Sunday of Epiphany
Mark 1:40-45
In this Sunday’s reading from Mark, Jesus
heals a leper by touching him. It may be
hard for us to comprehend the enormity of
this. Lepers were reviled and feared in Jesus’
world. Not only were they ritually unclean;
they were considered to be infectious. So
Jesus’ willingness to make physical contact
with a leper would have been viewed as courageous by some and provocative by others.
I am reminded of one of the episodes

leading up to St. Francis’ radical embrace
of a life of poverty. One day, riding along
in all his finery, the young Francis came
across a leper begging for alms. Francis had
a deep aversion to lepers, and was about to
ride on when he was overcome by a sense of
obligation and connection to the man who
stood before him. So he dismounted from
his horse, gave the man some money, and
embraced him. No doubt Francis had today’s
reading in mind as he did this.
If Francis had not made this first step toward
owning the pain and misfortune he so feared
in others, would he have been able to accept
God’s call to life as a mendicant friar, that is,
as a beggar? In this early incident, Francis
overcame his fear of dereliction, and realized
that nothing stood between him and following
Jesus wherever Jesus might lead him.
Most of us are not called to a ministry like
Francis’. But we are all called, as followers
of Jesus, to reach out in love to the pain that
daily crosses our path. Sometimes we are
afraid to be around misfortune lest we catch
it. We rush to help, but in ways that keep us
at arm’s length. But the touch that heals is the
touch that risks infection. It’s like the common cup: when we drink from it together,
we embrace our connection to one another
as fellow Christians, for good or ill.
So what has this to do with the rebuilding
of the cathedral in Haiti? Here’s what I think.
Haiti’s desperate poverty and seemingly endless natural crises -- hurricanes, earthquakes,
cholera, to name a few -- are frightening to
us, because they are so close to home. We
would prefer to keep them at a distance, lest
we “catch” their misfortune. Yet the truth is

Reflection from the
Last Sunday of Epiphany
Mark 9:2-9
As we come to the season after Epiphany,
we also draw to the close of our drive to
raise $30,000 for rebuilding the cathedral in
Haiti. I am told the diocese is approaching
its goal, but we need every congregation and
individual who has not pitched in yet to do
so between now and Ash Wednesday.
As always on the last Sunday before Lent,
our Gospel reading tells the story of Jesus’
transfiguration; when his closest disciples
saw him become dazzling with light on a
dark mountain, and heard the voice of the
Father declare him his beloved son, just as he
did on the occasion of Jesus’ baptism. This
event marks the midpoint in Jesus’ public
ministry. So far he has been establishing
his reputation as an extraordinary teacher
and healer. From now on he is headed
toward Jerusalem on a collision course with
the religious and political authorities. The
transfiguration as midpoint is particularly
pronounced in Mark’s gospel, which we hear
this Sunday: it occurs exactly at the center.
Why is the transfiguration so important in
the Christian tradition? We might think that
it is important because it reveals Jesus’ divinity. But it’s just the opposite. From earliest
times Christians have seen here a sign that
Jesus is being glorified in his humanity, as a
sign to the rest of us that our own humanity
is also capable of glory. Not worldly glory,
of course, but the glory that has its source in
God’s perfect, creative, self-giving love.
There is only one way we can come into this
glory, and that is by loving one another as God
loves us. We are all called to practice this love
as individuals in our daily lives. But from time
to time we are given the opportunity to practice
this love together, as a body, as a reminder
that the glory God desires for us is a shared
glory. The Episcopal Church’s common effort
to rebuild our cathedral in Port-au-Prince is one
such opportunity. This effort will bind us closer
together as a church because it draws us closer
as a body to Jesus, who is always to be found
among the faithful poor, and can therefore surely
be found in the shattered remains of Haiti.
We are about to enter the season of Lent.
Let us enter into it with confidence, in full
assurance of our connection to one another,
including especially our sisters and brothers
in Haiti. I wish you a holy Lent, and I thank
you for your generous support of the Haiti
campaign.

Common Ministry

The Episcopal
Church
In the Anglican Communion
A global community of 70
million Anglicans in more
than 160 countries
The Most Rev. and Rt. Hon.
Rowan Williams
Archbishop of Canterbury
In the United States
A community of more than
2.4 million Episcopalians in
114 dioceses in the Americas
and abroad.
The Most. Rev.
Katharine Jefferts Schori
Presiding Bishop
In the Diocese of Southern Ohio
A community of nearly 25,000
Episcopalians in 40 counties.
The Rt. Rev. Thomas E.
Breidenthal, Bishop
Interchange
(USPS 020-933)
The official publication of the
Episcopal Diocese of
Southern Ohio
covers news, features and opinions about the congregations and
programs of the diocese, the
Episcopal Church and the
Anglican Communion.
www.diosohio.org
Richelle Thompson
Director of Communications,
Editor
Julie Murray
Communications specialist,
assistant editor
Amy Svihlik
Designer
Interchange encourages the
submission of articles and pictures. We reserve the right to
select and edit material offered
for publication. All submissions
must include name, address and
phone or E-mail for verification.
Interchange is published monthly
(except July and October) by the
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio,
412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH
45202-4179. Periodical postage
paid Cincinnati, OH. This newspaper
is sent to all members of Episcopal
congregations in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio and is funded by
mission share payments to the
diocesan operating budget. Other
subscriptions are $10 annually.
POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Interchange c/o
Episcopal Diocese of Southern
Ohio, Addresses, 412 Sycamore
St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-4179.
Send news to: Interchange,
412 Sycamore Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Phone: 513.421.0311
800.582.1712
Fax: 513.421.0315
E-mail: rthompson@diosohio.org
Website: www.diosohio.org
Deadline: March 15

Continued from page 1
Thomas E. Breidenthal.
The task forces’ primary objective was to
develop concrete and ambitious plans for each
of the strategies. This required a great deal of
conversation both within and among the task
forces. The groups delved into questions about
word choice. For instance, the task force for
building new relationships deleted the word
audience from its description. The group felt
that audience created an us-and-them dynamic
instead of a focus on mutual relationship.
The healthy congregations task force had
to define what they meant by health. They
crafted seven “hallmarks of health” to define
and direct the strategy.
The meeting of all of the task forces was an
opportunity to identify themes and find areas
of collaboration. Facilitated by the Very Rev.
Ron DelBene, interim dean of the cathedral,
the task forces sharpened the plans into specific calls for action. For instance, the formation task force proposes a plan to “develop
and implement age-appropriate proficiencies
related to five elements of diocesan mission
statement for Common Ministry.” In mission,
a plan challenges to “reveal gaps in serving
the common good and present opportunities for mission in our neighborhood and
beyond.”
The Procter Center task force also drafted
a plan based on strengthening these mission
priorities, becoming a place for formation and
support for congregations, a mission-centered
model for environmental stewardship and
innovative community-building.
At its Feb. 25 meeting, Diocesan Council
received and approved the newly refined
mission priorities. These will become the
lens through which 2013 budget requests
are reviewed, and the guide for formation,
mission, communication and youth ministry
throughout the coming year.
The task forces will continue to meet
through the spring and fall, giving flesh to
each of these plans with specific goals, due
dates and resource needs.
This work will take shape in different ways
for different strategies. For instance, the stewardship of resources task force will cast a keen
eye on finances and current structures such as
commissions and deaneries. The formation
group is looking at the best ways to promote
and support campus ministries.
In the fall, the task forces will report
back with these detailed action steps. Again,
Diocesan Council will receive the report and
then bring it to convention for consideration. In
the meanwhile, some plans already are being
implemented, such as the planting of fresh
expression communities and building platforms
for widely sharing stories and resources.
What do you think about the mission plans?
Send us your feedback. E-mail Bishop Thomas
E. Breidenthal at tbreidenthal@diosohio.org.
Learn more about the strategic planning process at www.diosohio.org, Mission Priorities.
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Diocese of Southern Ohio Mission Priorities
Support Healthy Congregations
Strengthen existing & emerging (non-traditional)
congregations to be vibrant Episcopal spiritual
centers by championing best practices, nurturing
healthy congregations, and developing networks of
shared interests. Pray our common prayer
▪ Define the ‘hallmarks of health” for communities
of faith in the episcopal tradition
▪ Create processes and resources to support and
develop leadership in congregations and spiritual
communities.
▪ Aggressively lend diocesan support to existing
and new congregations and faith communities that
meet/exceed hallmarks of health
▪ Develop methods to share widely best practices
within the diocese
Build New Relationships
Look for and nurture new relationships among people in transition (e.g. empty nesters, young adults,
seekers, immigrants) using a variety of dynamic
venues and communication forms (e.g. social networking, personal contact, coffee shops). Proclaim
our common faith
▪ Encourage a culture of innovation and risk-taking
by identifying and supporting entrepreneurial leaders and initiatives
▪ Articulate and share broadly an organic vision
of discipleship and evangelism that is rooted in
historic tradition and carried out through fresh
expressions
▪ Deploy an integrated communications strategy
to empower and form new relationships and platforms for collaboration
▪ Support the development of intentional and
emerging faith communities and seek collaboration
within and beyond the church.
Formation
We will encourage practices of formation to flourish in communities of faith by working with them
to create, develop and enhance discipleship for
people all ages. (no disciple left behind...it takes a
diocese) Know the common story
▪ Nurture network of students, chaplains and lay
leaders committed to innovative campus ministry
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and interfacing with youth ministry leaders
▪ Support Procter Center as critical to formation for
people of all ages
▪ Develop and implement age-appropriate proficiencies related to 5 elements of diocesan mission
statement for Common Ministry
▪ Promote vital formation programs for those
approaching ordination
▪ Develop & promote rich opportunities and practices for intentional faith development & formation
for discipleship for people of all ages
Mission
We will foster and serve the common good through
actions and policies consistent with social justice
informed by the gospel. Drink the common cup
▪ Inform: Reveal gaps in serving the common good
and present opportunities for mission in our neighborhood and beyond.
▪ Inspire: Draw on scripture, prayer and direct experience to embrace our call to work toward the healing wholeness and justice of God’s reign
▪ Equip: With practical resources and structures to
discern opportunities, sharing skills and resources
through the diocesan community.
Stewardship of Resources
Properly support our common ministry with a
transparent and balanced budget, efficient administration and effective communications. Serve the
common good
▪ Identify canonically “required” ministries & operations
Review efficacy of diocesan structures and processes to ensure consistency with mission priorities
▪ Make financial functions more transparent and
easier to manage; Consolidate funds, simplify
Procter Fund budgeting
▪ Employ communication tools, esp. digital innovations, to keep people connected
▪ Look for efficiencies and cross-training opportunities everywhere
See page 4 for the Procter Center's Mission
Priorities and members of the task forces.

Hallmarks of health
Healthy congregations and faith communities
are marked by:
A clear sense of identity
Possess a clear and animated sense of Christian
identity with an expectation that every member
of that community is able to articulate in his or
her own words the gospel story, why it matters,
and why it matters here.
Radical hospitality
Deliberately invites, welcomes, receives and
cares for those who are strangers.
Inspiring worship
Offers inspiring worship that glorifies God and
leads to participation in the mysteries of Christ
and his ministry of reconciliation.

Intentional faith development and formation
for discipleship
Develops rich opportunities for people to learn
and reflect in community at all stages.
Adventuresome, risk-taking mission and service
Identifies and opportunities and equips its members
to advance the healing, wholeness and justice of
God’s reign, regardless of whether those who are
served become part of the faith community.
Extravagant generosity
Offers ministries that address our spiritual need
to give in ways that go beyond expectations.
Accountability and collaboration
Practices and nurtures collaboration and
accountability within the community, the diocese
and the wider church.
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Support healthy congregations

Common cents

Are you entitled to a refund?
This is a modified reprint of my article that appeared in
the Interchange about this time last year. I know of three
parishes that were able to apply to the State of Ohio for
substantial sales tax refunds. We’re running the article again
because it might not have been seen or acted on last year by
every parish that might have benefited.
We know that parish churches and missions, as non-profit
enterprises, are generally exempt from Ohio Sales Tax on
goods and services. And we are doubtless signed up with
our local merchants to receive this exemption whenever possible. But the sales tax exemption also applies to all utility
bills for parish facilities not used in profit-making activities.
The problem is that while the sales tax amount is printed on
the utility bill, it can be easily overlooked and paid in error.
A few years ago, I was advised to check my parish utility
and phone bills to see if the Ohio Sales Tax exemption was
being applied. I learned that we had been erroneously paying
sales tax on our utility bills for many years. We received a
refund from the State of more than $1,100, and our physical
plant isn’t close to being the biggest one in the diocese.
The good news is that the state refunded the money. The
bad news is that Ohio has a four-year statute of limitations on
claims. Otherwise I am sure we could have recovered many
times our refund.
Awhile later, we changed our phone provider. Nobody
thought to tell them not to charge and remit Ohio Sales Tax,
and the clerk at the phone company never thought to ask. By
the time I learned of this, we had erroneously paid an additional $250 in sales tax. We got it back, but it should have
never been collected in the first place.
So how do you find out if you are paying sales tax in error

on your utilities? Check all of your current utility bills. If it is being charged, it
will be shown. If you are paying sales
tax on utility services to your church
building or on other non-profit facilities, immediately contact the applicable utility and tell them to change the
billing code. You might have to prove
that you qualify. But remember, it’s
your money that’s being wasted.
Next, make copies of the bills in
question for the last four years.
Then get on the computer and follow these directions.
1. Click on tax.ohio.gov.
2. Then click on “Tax Forms.” This gets you to Ohio’s
Tax Form Library.
3. Then click on “Sales & Use” (located under Business
Taxes)
4. Then scroll down to Form ST AR (Application for
Sales/Use Tax refund). Click on “PDF” (at the far right).
5. Print this form. Note that there are two pages.
6. Fill out the form fully and completely and follow all
directions, including providing copies of your bills.
The reason for your claim (Question 6) is that an erroneous payment was made to the vendor. On Line 6-a, enter the
grand total of the taxes collected in error. he basis for the
claim (Question 7) is that you are not subject to the tax. Send
TWO copies of the application and one set of documentation
material to the Ohio Department of Taxation at the address
shown on the form. (Please note that a disk or CD-ROM

Jack
Flemming

Procter Center Mission Priorities
Support spiritual growth
▪ Explore and execute an additional labyrinth
▪ Find three models for creative space and
hermitages
▪ Call and equip those with transformational
stories in collaboration with Formation Task
Force
▪ Explore Episcopal Service Corps with
intentional community

Build new relationships
▪ Host spring Camper Scamper and festival
▪ Offer national farming workshops
▪ Hold fall festival

Pursue ecological
sustainability
▪ Continue to implement farm/field drainage
plan
▪ Complete wetland construction
▪ Mid-contract management on farm land

▪ Mentor Procter Farm manager
▪ Continue invasive plant removal from
forests
▪ Develop forest management plan

Build financial strength
▪ Obtain names of potential Friends of
Procter
▪ Establish back office procedures
▪ Obtain initial Friends of Procter
contributions
▪ Launch 2012 Friends of Procter campaign

Support excellent staff and
operations
▪ Create facility map
▪ Upgrade one building per month (except
summer)
▪ Send each staff to one professional training
per year
▪ Conduct bi-annual mutual ministry reviews

containing a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet is required for
all claims containing 25 or more invoices. To expedite the
refund process, such a disk may be submitted for claims
containing fewer than 25 invoices, but this is not required).
Be sure to keep copies of everything you send. It is my
understanding that expenses, including utilities, supporting
profit-making activities, such as rental properties or business
sidelines, do not qualify for sales tax exemption.
Because material like this can sometimes become lost, it
might be helpful to send your claim materials by certified
mail with a return receipt requested. And should you not get
satisfaction in about a month, you might consider sending
an inquiry (again by certified mail), about how things are
progressing. It is better to have too much documentation
than too little. And it’s your money.
But before the state can be expected to refund anything,
they are entitled to full and proper documentation and to an
application form that is completely and correctly filled out.
And the burden for this lies with you, not with them.
I would not be surprised if our local churches have collectively paid many thousands of dollars of sales taxes in error. I
have emphasized checking utility bills, but you should check
all of your invoices for erroneous collections and apply to
the State for refund of any sales tax erroneously collected
within the last four years. And in every case you should
contact the vendor and arrange that sales tax no longer be
collected in error.
Jack Flemming is a member of Church of the Good Shepherd,
Athens, and serves on the diocesan Stewardship Commission.
Contact him at lflemmin@columbus.rr.com

Mission priorities task force members
Support healthy congregations: The Rev. Bruce Freeman, Janice West, the Rev.
Charlotte Reed, the Rev. Darren Elin, Lisa Wharton, Jim Heathcote, the Rev. Bill
Carroll.
Facilitator: the Rev. Canon Jack Koepke
Build new relationships: The Rev. Scott Gunn, the Rev. Jane Gerdsen, Maggie
Foster, Laura Gentner, Slocumb Reed, the Rev. Carol Potterton, the Rev. Cricket
Park, Cassaundra Crawford. Facilitator: Richelle Thompson
Formation: Deb Parker, Sally Engelbert, the Rev. Stephen Smith, Beth Mendez,
Anny Stevens-Gleason, the Rev. Shannon Kelly Ferguson, the Rev. Christopher
Richardson, Joe Snavely. Facilitator: Rob Konkol
Mission: John Reat, the Rev. Jeannie Crockett, Carolyn Wilmesheer, Ariel Miller,
the Rev. Tom Fehr, the Rev. John Paddock, the Rev. Irene Radcliff, Paul Rank.
Facilitator: the Rev. Canon Anne Reed
Stewardship of resources: Jon Boss, Rob Kranz, the Rev. Leslie Flemming,
Don Mullins, the Rev. Sallie Schisler, Deborah Allsop, Don Reed, Louise Young.
Facilitator: David Robinson
Procter Center: The Rev. Jackie Matisse, Paul Hardin, the Rev. Steve Cuff, Bob
Rea, Doug Kohli, Patsy Stem, Jon Boss, Rob Rideout, Randy Young, Roy Barker.
Facilitator: Christine Tokarz

Support healthy congregations
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Happy anniversary!
‘Little Gothic gem’ celebrates 170 years of mission, ministry
By Rita Lewis Matthews
Interchange contributor
On March 21, 1842, ten pioneers from
Massachusetts and Vermont met in the settlement
they had founded on the banks of the beautiful Ohio
River to form an “Episcopal Society.” The settlement
was named Pomeroy after Samuel Wyllis Pomeroy,
one of the founders of Grace Church. The Rev.
Goodwin was called as the first rector in 1844.
William Tinsley, an architect from Cincinnati
designed the church,
which was built with
native
sandstone.
Throughout the years,
the church has been
referred to as “a little
Gothic gem.” It is located right on the banks
of the Ohio River. Our
Barckhoff organ was
built in Pomeroy and
donated to Grace Church
in 1905. The organ had
to be moved to the balcony after the 1913 flood.
It is still being used today.
The love of God, the love of worship, and the love
for others has kept the doors open all these years.
We may be small but, we are well known for our
outreach. Last March, we had an “Undie Sunday,”
giving 180 underwear coupons to needy children. In
August, volunteers gave out more than 400 vouchers for new shoes for school children. We also are
involved in a diaper ministry, with donations to area
families, and at Christmas, we donate turkeys to
the local cooperative parish. Also in December we
launched “Grace’s Advent Mission,” which included
a St. Nicholas Day event for kids who received back-

to-school shoes and a live nativity in partnership
with the Deem Family from Sacred Heart Catholic
Church. We held a Blue Christmas service in partnership with St. John’s Lutheran Church and a glorious celebration on Christmas Eve. We are working in
conjunction with the cooperative parish to distribute
garden seeds this spring with plans to develop community gardens next year.
We are planning a weeklong celebration of our
170th anniversary, beginning on Sunday, March 18.
A Choral Evensong with St. Luke’s Chorister Choir
of Granville will begin at
5 p.m. On March 24, we
will continue the celebration with a program, organ
concert, displays and a
buffet. We will conclude
with an 11 a.m. celebration of the Eucharist on
March 25, followed by a
luncheon.
A children’s chapel and
play area are in the making. Our newest adventure is teaming with the
Seaman’s Church Institute,
an Episcopal ecumenical ministry to those who
work on waterways. Future plans for Grace Church
include a landscape project to transform our outside
space into a place of relaxation and prayer and a
gathering place for worship and other activities.
Grace Church is a community of faith serving as a
means of God’s grace through worship, prayer, fellowship and mission in our community, on the river, and
wherever the Holy Spirit would lead us into relationship with others. We feel loved and blessed through
the grace of God as we continue to seek God’s will in
our future.

Church honors Boy Scouts
St. Francis, Springboro, recognized the work
and service of Boy Scout Troop 50. The Scouts’
participation in the Sunday service included
reading scripture and preaching the sermon.
The sermon was given by Joel Borgemenke; the
readings by Jacob Ritz, Nick Bowling, Angelo
Marcelo and William Drewry. The flag bearers
were Matthew Kayser and Jason Dietz.
During the service, Scoutmaster Jeff Dietz
and Chaplain Sandy Liesner awarded religious
emblem pins to Derek Adkins, Nick Bowlin,
Matthew Keyser and Nick Porter. Unable to
attend the service was Jared Hanson who also

earned the religious emblem pin. These pins
were earned by the scouts participating in a
six-week protestant program entitled “God and
Church.”
The program was held at St. Francis and led by
Bill Riegel, charter representative for the troop.
The program focused on learning about Christian
faith and daily readings from the Bible.
Pictured are: (front row) Jason Dietz, Joel
Borgemenke, Jacob Ritz, Nick Bowling, Angelo
Marcelo, William Drewry and Matthew Keyser;
(back row) the Rev. Edward Payne and Bill
Riegel.

Common ministry
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Celebration of Gifts

Around the diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters, websites, tweets and
Facebook pages so make sure to add us to your mailing lists! Send your news to Julie Murray at
jmurray@diosohio.org and Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org

Notable

Jane Strohmeier, a member of Grace Church, College
Hill, and other artists will be exhibiting their
works in the “Winter Wave” art show at the
Willoughby Art Gallery at Clovernook
Center for the Blind and Visually
Impaired through March 16. Works
include ceramics, vases, mixed media
and paintings. Much of the work is for
sale. The Art Gallery is located at
7000 Hamilton Ave., in North
College Hill. Hours of operation are Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
O Gracious Light, a composition by Howard Helvey, organist at Calvary,
Clifton, originally commissioned by Bishop Thomas E.
Breidenthal as a gift from the Diocese of Southern Ohio
to Vladimir, Metropolitan of St. Petersburg and Ladoga,
in grateful recognition of his care for the Miami Valley
Episcopal-Russian Network, has been released in print by
Oxford University Press. A sound sample of the work on
the website is a recording of the Christ Church Cathedral
choir. You can see a sample of the score or listen to a portion of the recording at at http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/ and
searching for O Gracious Light.
Caleb Neely, parishioner at Church of the Redeemer,
Hyde Park, was able to finish his Eagle Scout project with
a little help from his church family. Caleb sent 136 assorted
care packages to Marines stationed in Afghanistan. Seventy
percent of all the donated items contained in the care packages were donated by members of Redeemer. Caleb is now
working on the final requirements to reach the Eagle Scout
ranking.
Congratulations to two of the Choral Scholars at Calvary,
Clifton, for recent honors. Maximillian Jansen, tenor,
received first place in the first round of the undergraduate
division of the Classical Singer Magazine competition.
He will compete in the next round in Chicago in May.
And Eric Jurenas, countertenor, is a finalist in the Nico
Castel International Master Singer competition. As a result,
Jurenas made his solo Carnegie Hall debut on Feb. 18.
Congratulations to both of these talented young men!

St. Mary’s, Hillsboro, held a “Celebration
of Gifts,” during coffee hour on a recent
Sunday. Church members brought in items
that they had made and a silent auction was
held. The congregation proudly displayed
their hand-made items. A cheesecake, watercolor paintings, canned goods, and hand
crafted wood items were just a few of the
items up for bid. Everyone had a chance
to enjoy the “gifts” of each church member.
Friendly fellowship and fierce bidding took
place and money was raised for St. Mary’s
general fund.

Preschool earns award

The Little Lambs Preschool at St. Matthew,
Westerville, was recently named a One-Star Step Up to
Quality Program by the State of Ohio. Only top
early childhood programs earn this prestigious
award. Little Lambs is a half-day preschool
for 3, 4 and 5 year old children. Open
enrollment at Little Lambs began Feb.
22. Call 614.882.2706 ext. 31 for
more information.

Support Kairos Prison
Ministry
The Rev. Craig Foster and Kelly
Kelleher of St. John’s, Columbus, will be
team members of a Kairos weekend at North Central
Correctional Complex March 15-18. Kairos Prison
Ministry is aimed a bringing Christian community into
prisons to provide hope to inmates and their loved ones.
A part of this ministry is to provide some 8,000 dozen
home-baked cookies over the weekend. Like to bake
and want to help? Contact Foster at cfos@columbus.
rr.com or call St. John’s at 614.221.9328.

pRaise Garden

Despite a late start, the pRaise Garden at St. Peter’s,
Delaware, was able to raise more than 350 pounds
of produce last year. The vegetables were used by the
church’s Dining Room ministry to make a number of
meals, and the youth group baked 22 loaves of zucchini
bread, using some of the bounty.

Shelter from the cold

In its fifth year, the emergency shelter at Christ
Church, Xenia, offers a warm meal and a safe place
to lay your head for anyone who is trying to find shelter from the cold. The shelter, which runs entirely on
volunteer workers and donations, opens its doors at 8
p.m. any time the temperature falls below 20 degrees or
when there is a Level 2 or 3 weather emergency. This
ministry was featured by Dayton TV news on channel
WDTN. If you would like to help out this special ministry, call the church at 937.372.1594.

Thomaston Golf Classic
The sixth annual Thomaston Golf Classic will be
held May 21 at the Golf Club at Stonelick Hills, located
on U.S. Route 50 in Clermont County. Proceeds from
the Golf Classic provide tuition scholarships for the
young residents of Thomaston Woods, an affordable
townhouse complex that began as a ministry of St.
Thomas, Terrace Park. This is the sole fundraising
event for the fund. The foursome entry fee is $600. If
you register and pay by March 31, the fee is $500. At
the awards dinner, engraved crystal trophies are presented to each player in the three lowest scoring foursomes, as well as the lowest scoring ladies’ foursome.
For more information about the Golf Classic, call St.
Thomas’ at 513.831.2052.

Celebration of love
Love is everywhere in February, and the people of
St. Paul’s, Greenville, celebrated the month of love by
holding a special service on Feb. 5 where couples could
renew their wedding vows or committed and engaged
couples could have their relationships blessed. Those
widowed could also renew their love to their deceased
spouse.

Lecture Series at St. Paul’s
On March 17-18, the Cowden Lecture Series at
St. Paul’s, Dayton, will present the Rev. Dr. Jane
Tomaine, an Episcopal priest and a frequent presenter
at workshops and retreats. She also teaches at the
Newark School of Theology. Tomaine’s book, St.
Benedict’s Toolbox, is available at the church for $20.
St. Paul’s is located at 30 W. Dixon Ave. in Oakwood.
For more information and lecture times, call the church
at 937.293.1154.

Clothing Room seeks donations

The Clothing Room at St. Andrew’s, Dayton, is in
urgent need of school-age children’s clothing. They
could also use some volunteers to unload donations on
Tuesday or Wednesday mornings.The Clothing Room
is part of the Dayton Episcopal Ministries and is open
the first Saturday of each month from 9-11:30 a.m. If
you can help, please call 937.278.7345 or email info.
clothingroom@gmail.com.
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Jones’ struggle for equality, opportunity continues
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
Preaching in honor of Absalom Jones on Feb. 12, the Rev.
Paula Jackson revealed disquieting parallels between the
ordeals endured by this early American cleric and people of
color in contemporary America.
One of Cincinnati’s most dedicated advocates for human
rights, Jackson was invited by the Southern Ohio Union of
Black Episcopalians to preach at the annual diocesan liturgy
commemorating Jones, the first African-American ordained
as an Episcopal priest.
Jackson’s decades of pastoral care and advocacy for
Cincinnatians suffering exploitation and prejudice attune
her to Jones’ lifelong quest to end the anguish of AfricanAmericans.
Strands of his struggle follow, with a litany of parallels to
contemporary challenges.
Education: Born a slave in Delaware, Jones saved the
pennies he was given to buy himself a primer and then a
Bible, begging for instruction from anyone who would
give him a few moments. At the age of 72, he co-founded a
Society for the Education of People of Colour because the
schools were providing substandard education to AfricanAmerican children.
Ohio’s urban school districts struggle to pass levies, such
as the one that failed in Cincinnati last fall. The state legislature has repeatedly failed to implement Supreme Court
orders to reform funding to ensure equal quality of education
to children throughout Ohio.
Disenfranchisement: In 1790, Pennsylvania’s new state
constitution granted freed men the right to vote – a right exercised by both whites and blacks. Her eyes filling with tears,
Jackson thanked God that Jones did not live to see the 1838
amendment that restricted the right to whites only.
In June of 2011, Ohio’s legislature passed a bill cutting
the period for early voting by more than half. This change
was suspended pending a referendum this fall. If enacted,
it would disproportionately affect working- class voters and
people of color. An analysis by the Dayton Daily News of
Franklin, Montgomery and Hamilton counties showed that
precincts that voted for President Obama in 2008 had significantly more early votes than those that voted for Senator
McCain.
Exploitation of workers: Jackson told how Absalom
Jones worked for 22 years without wages for his owner,
Benjamin Wynkoop. It took Jones seven years to save enough
to pay back the money he had borrowed from Quakers to buy
his wife Mary’s freedom from her Episcopal owner.
Wynkoop was a vestry member of Christ Church
Philadelphia, where the first Constitutional Congress met
to hammer out the human rights principles for the American
Revolution. For years Wynkoop refused Jones’ petition to let
him buy his own freedom even though he had saved enough
money. Wynkoop did not accept this offer until Jones was 38
– and only then did he start to pay Jones as store manager.
Jackson’s parish, Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn,
has helped win improvements in working conditions for janitors in Cincinnati. This diocese championed the 2006 Ohio
referendum that built in incremental increases in the state’s
minimum wage – until then, one of only two states below the
federal minimum.
General Convention passed a resolution nine years ago
defining a minimum wage then as $8.70 per hour. Ohio’s
minimum hourly wage just went up to $7.70 in January. The

Above: Praise dancers from St. Simon
of Cyrene, Lincoln
Heights, await their
contribution to the
service.
Left: The Rev. Paula
Jackson, rector
of Church of Our
Saviour, Cincinnati,
is a staunch advocate for human
rights. She preached
at the annual
Absalom Jones service at Ascension &
Holy Trinity, Wyoming.

National Low Income Housing Coalition reported in 2011
that an Ohioan working a normal 40-hour week would need
to earn $13.53 an hour to afford a market-rate, two-bedroom
apartment.
This painful story echoes media and internet propagation
of lies, such as the allegation that President Obama was not
born in the United States, which persists despite his birth in
Hawaii.
Family separation and deportation: Absalom’s mother,
sister and five brothers were sold when he was 16. His
master took him to Philadelphia. Throughout his life, Jones
wrote and spoke out against legal and political measures that
tore families apart. This included the American Colonization
Society, a proposal to reduce the population of free black
Americans by sending them to West Africa.
“Whereas our ancestors (not of choice) were the first
cultivators of the wilds of America…we view with deep
abhorrence the unmerited stigma upon the free People of
Colour, by the promoters of this measure, that they are a
dangerous and useless part of the community,” Jones wrote.
“We will never separate ourselves voluntarily from the slave
population in this country; they are our brethren by the ties
of consanguinity, of sufferings, and of wrongs.”
“Does this remind you of anything happening in our
country today?” Jackson asked worshippers. For years she
and American-born members of Our Saviour have spent
countless hours in legal hearings for fellow parishioners from
Central America or Mexico, striving to prevent parents and
children from being separated by deportation.

Inclusion within the Episcopal Church: Episcopalians
who attend the Absalom Jones service know the famous
story of Jones and his friend Richard Allen, who were so
effective as lay evangelists that the number of black members of St. George’s, Philadelphia increased rapidly. The
vestry responded by ordering them to move upstairs to sit in
segregated pews in the gallery. This is why Jones left to start
the Episcopal Church’s first black parish.
Jackson added shocking details to illustrate the obstacles
black Episcopalians continued to face. When Jones organized
St. Thomas, Philadelphia, the diocese sent white preachers
for the first full month. Finally gaining the pulpit, Jones told
them to “arise out of the dust and shake ourselves, and throw
off that servile fear, that the habit of oppression and bondage
trained us up in.” Repeated petitions by St. Thomas for voice
and vote in diocesan convention into the 1840’s and 1850’s
were studied and declined.
Forty years after the diocese’s institutional racism project,
there’s a strong representation of African- and CaribbeanAmericans on diocesan staff and in leadership of commissions and committees. Black priests serve as interim
rector or priest-in-charge of missions, or as rector of three
of the four historic black parishes, but no predominantly
white parish currently has an African-American rector.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has named a group chaired
by David Robinson, the diocese’s director of finance, to
explore challenges and opportunities within historic black
congregations.

UBE honors distinguished elders
Three of the diocese’s longest-serving deacons received
grateful thanks and acclaim from the Bishop Herbert
Thompson Jr. Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians
at the diocesan celebration of the Feast of Absalom Jones at
Ascension and Holy Trinity, Wyoming.
The Rev. Trevor Babb of St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln
Heights and Merelyn Bates-Mims of Christ Church Cathedral
chronicled the far-reaching ministries of the Revs. Theorphlis
Borden, Napoleon Bryant and James Mobley.
Borden has served as a missionary in Alaska and on
multiple Ascension and Holy Trinity mission trips, including the dedication of new homes built in El Salvador with
funds raised by the church in the years after a devastating
earthquake.
Bryant spearheads fundraising for science teachers in
Nigeria and served with his wife Ernestine in hunger ministry in Avondale. Mobley, mayor of Lincoln Heights during
critical years of the civil rights movement, ministered to
Appalachian communities as deacon at Trinity, Hamilton.
The UBE also awarded life memberships to Deborah
Allsop of St. Simon’s and the Rev. Canon Wilson Willard of
Calvary, Clifton. Allsop is retired from a distinguished career
as director of community impact for children and youth at
the Greater Cincinnati United Way. Willard served as rector
of St. Andrew’s, Cincinnati before being appointed canon for
ministry by Bishop Herbert Thompson, the eighth bishop of
Southern Ohio.
St. Simon co-hosted this year’s service. St. Philip’s,
Columbus, sent a strong delegation and magnificent choir
despite the sorrow of the stroke hospitalizing their rector, the
Rev. Jerome Burns, earlier in the week.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal served as celebrant, with a
massed choir of the diocese’s four historic black congregations, plus singers from Ascension and Holy Trinity.
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Embracing failure
The Rev. Jane Gerdsen
Interchange contributor
Disturb us, Lord, when
We are too well pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true
Because we have dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely
Because we sailed too close to the shore.
Jesus taught us to fail – to give up everything we hold
sacred, to let go of what is comfortable and familiar and to offer
our lives for the sake of others. So why as a church are we so
afraid of failing?
As I watched our son, Joshua, learn to walk this year, I
thought a lot about failure. Learning to walk is a tedious process. It involves a lot of hand-holding and cheering and lots of
bumps and bruises too. It seemed like the more Joshua fell down,
the more he wanted to walk. He is now running and climbing
and trying to jump off of things! It seemed like it took forever
for him to get going; now it seems we can’t slow him down!
I read recently that, on average, babies fall down 300 times
before their first unassisted step. And on average, babies fall
another 350 times before they first run. It is interesting that
what we will remember is not all the falls and the cries and the
bumps on the head. What we will remember is that momentous
first step. No matter how many failed attempts, we continue to
celebrate the persistence that our children have in learning to
do new things.
What if we celebrated as a church community not our successes but our failures? What if we lifted up the 300 differ-

ent things we try as we seek to follow God’s mission, as we
stumble, and experiment, and engage in new initiatives? What
if we embrace the risk-taking, innovative and entrepreneurial
efforts of people and congregations?
I attended an Innovative Engineering workshop a few weeks
ago with several colleagues. We were taught that the secret to
success is the willingness to fail. We practiced different methods for generating more creative ideas, worked to communicate
the best ideas in writing, and how to put them into action. The
key concept was “fail fast, fail cheap.” We were encouraged to
simply try out as many different ideas as possible.
I think fresh expressions is about just this – releasing the
imagination of the church to try out as many different ideas for
creating meaningful community, engaging new relationships
and partnerships and fostering an adventurous spirit.
Fresh Expressions is refusing to live in fear of failure.
Doug Pagitt from Emergent Village and Solomon’s Porch
Church agrees: “I am increasingly convinced that what matters in our efforts is our willingness to experiment and try – to
develop expressions of faith that are fully of our day and time,
recognizing that our efforts will be adapted and changed in
years to come. Our role is to do our part in our day and time.”
If you have stories about fresh expressions that you or your
community are undertaking, will you share them as a way of
encouraging others? To share your story, go to http://www.
freshexpressions.diosohio.org.
The Rev. Jane Gerdsen is fresh expressions missioner for the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact her at
freshexpressions@diosohio.org

My view
WOYO: Welcoming old and new to a weekend of service
By Hollis Carlton-Ford
Interchange contributor
I’ve been coming to diocesan events for
a long time, and I often look forward to
seeing familiar faces, my Episcopal family. At WOYO (Winter Outreach Youth
Overnight), there were several friends I
was glad to see again, but I was pleasantly surprised by how many I didn’t
recognize.
After everyone became settled and
acquainted by way of games and ice
breakers, things became a little more serious as the focus shifted to the service aspect of the weekend.
The Rev. Gary Lubin and Bob McGonagall talked with
the youth about homelessness. This was a great transition
into helping with the Interfaith Hospitality Network, which
helps provide temporary homes for families in need. We
ate breakfast for dinner with the families the Church of the
Redeemer was hosting, and afterward the youth talked and
played with the children of the families. It was refreshing to
see how engaged the youth were throughout the afternoon in
meeting new people and learning about lifestyles different
from their own.
The evening closed with a quiet meditation guided by the
Rev. Bruce Freeman, Redeemer’s rector. He concentrated

on what it truly meant to be a Christian and got kids in the
mindset of how different things were for Christians when the
religion was still being formed. This led into what is always
my favorite part of retreats: Compline. This is a nighttime
service designed to provide time for introspection.
It is also a tradition for this retreat that the youth do some sort
of service project for the host church. In this case, we helped
clear a few rooms of knickknacks and appliances as they prepare
for remodeling. All in all, it was a solid weekend.
I hope to continue to see unfamiliar faces in attendance as
the years go on.
Hollis Carlton-Ford is a freshman at the University of Cincinnati
and a member of Church of the Redeemer.

NOTES FROM
the Edge
Who comes to the Edge House, really?
Excellent question, thank you for asking. Last time, I
suggested we all need to ask who our audience is and what
they need. It’s only fair that I share my answers.
The Lutheran Campus Ministry at the Edge House
attracts: Christian or Christian-adjacent students who want
something deeper than a general bible study or praise and
worship; unchurched folks who have always wanted to
know more about Christianity but aren’t
The Rev.
ready to commit, or who are surprised
Alice
that they find welcome here; seemingly
random students from CCM (performConnor
ing arts school), DAAP (art, design,
and architecture school), and Stratford
Heights Dorm.
The Christian or Christian-adjacent
students who participate here are interested in deepening their connection with
God or in the idea that they’re on a journey at all. They are waking up to being
adults, and they’re becoming aware that
they’re aware. That is, they haven’t figured it all out, but
they know there’s something to figure out and they want
to.
The unchurched students don’t know how to tell people
about the Edge House, but know that they’re welcomed.
And not just as potential converts, but as people whose
stories are valued. As you might expect, they are often more
tangential to the ministry, less committed to the long-term
participation, yet surprisingly engaged when they’re here.
Last year, one of these students led one of our small groups,
and it was a great success.
I meet the CCM, DAAP, and Stratford Heights Dorm
students by targeting those locations specifically. Why
expect folks to come to us when I can go to them? Jesus
did the same, meeting folks who needed him on the road
more often than not. I eat lunch on Wednesdays and some
Thursdays with the folks in the CCM technical theatre
department—the costumers and set-builders. Every quarter
during “Hell Week,” when all portfolio and assignments
are due, we take our espresso set-up over to DAAP for
free beverages from 11 p.m. to 2 a.m. And I attend the
Stratford Heights residence assistant staff meetings once a
month, offering support, workshops and free lunch. They
may never come to the Edge House, yet we’re ministering
to them.
What students and staff at UC need seems to be everevolving. What they need is something that fits their schedules and someone who will expect them to set priorities,
regardless of their schedules. They need a welcome with no
ulterior motive—we meet them not to convert them but to
have an authentic relationship. Increasingly, I see they need
a view of Christianity that is countercultural and counter to
the image they see in the media. They need family, patience
and encouragement.
Let’s be clear—some of this I assumed at the beginning, but most of it I figured out through trial and error and
through listening to what they were all saying to me. What
is your local community saying to you?
The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus minister for the Evangelical
Lutheran Church at the University of Cincinnati. She works at the
Edge (campus ministry house) and lives in the middle.
Learn more at www.edge-uc.org.
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Love Song: Elegance of the hedgehog
‘I’d like to teach the world to sing in perfect harmony...’
In our sophomore year of high school I trusted Billy
Twaddell, whom I had known from first grade, not to lead
me into anything embarrassing. The first time he failed me,
I went with him to a party where “everybody” was invited.
An exaggeration.
The second time, he talked me into joining the high school
chorus. I walked in, took a seat, and made myself at home. I
didn’t know being a chorister was by invitation of the director. This turned out OK. The director didn’t un-invite me,
and I sang among the tenors for three years and was even
picked for the all-state chorus. We made beautiful music, and
I loved doing it, loved being in it.
I still love beautiful music. I got in my car this morning, turned the key, and there was a Mozart piano concerto.
Wherever I drive, I’m almost always accompanied by classical music. For years, I listened to Eastern Kentucky
University’s WEKU, and then the music was gone. The station had switched to news and interviews and commentary-talk. I switched off, listened to CDs and wrote a letter: “The
world has enough talk, but not enough beautiful music.”
Apparently there were others who felt the same, and WEKU
has turned a nearby small town station into a classical music

station.
These things came to mind as I was
reading Muriel Barbery’s novel, “The
Elegance of the Hedgehog.” Paloma,
a 12-year-old Parisian schoolgirl and
observer and critic of human behavior,
writes about her school choir’s concert:
“Every time it’s a miracle. Here are all
these people, full of heartache or hatred
or desire, and we all have our troubles
and the school year is filled with vulgarity and triviality and consequence, and there are all these
teachers and kids of every shape and size, and there’s this
life we’re struggling through full of shouting and tears and
laughter and fights and break-ups and dashed hopes and
unexpected luck--it all disappears, just like that, when the
choir begins to sing.
“Everyday life vanishes into song, you are suddenly overcome with a feeling of brotherhood, of deep solidarity, even
love, and it diffuses the ugliness of everyday life into a spirit
of perfect communion. Even the singers’ faces are transformed: it’s no longer Achille Grand-Fernet that I’m looking
at (he is a very fine tenor) or Deborah Lemeur or Segolene

The Rev.
Bob Horine

Regional confirmations
during Eastertide
By the Rev. Canon Lynn Carter-Edmands
Interchange contributor
In the early centuries of the Church, congregations would
gather together at Easter for the rite of initiation administered by
the bishop. There was something – there is something – about
sharing those significant and transformative moments with the
rest of the Church.
This spring, the diocese will have regional opportunities to
celebrate together the rites of Holy Baptism and Confirmation,
Reception or Reaffirmation. The renewal of our commitment
as followers of Jesus is no small thing. “Renew in these your
servants the covenant you made with them at their Baptism,” the
bishop prays. “Send them forth in the power of the Spirit to perform the service you set before them . . . Let your Holy Spirit be
with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of
your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you
in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
We hope this Easter season that many throughout the diocese will
take advantage of these opportunities to be blessed by the presence
and support that extend beyond our local communities of faith.
Regional Confirmations will take place on four Saturdays this year:
April 21 at 11 a.m. : Dayton regional service at St. Margaret’s,
Trotwood
May 5 at 11 a.m.: Eastern regional service at Church of the Good
Shepherd, Athens
May 12 at 11 a.m.: Columbus Regional service at St. Mark,
Upper Arlington
May 26 at 3 p.m.: Cincinnati regional service at Christ Church
Cathedral, Cincinnati.
More information and an online registration form for those participating in the rites can be found on the diocesan website at www.
diosohio.org under “Bishop’s Office,” Regional confirmations.

Rachet or Charles Saint-Sauveur. I see human beings, surrendering to music.
“Every time, it’s the same thing, I feel like crying, my
throat goes all tight and I do the best I can to control myself
but sometimes it gets close: I can hardly keep myself from
sobbing. So when they sing a canon I look down at the
ground because it’s just too much emotion at once: it’s too
beautiful, and everyone singing together, this marvelous
sharing. I’m no longer myself, I am just one part of a sublime whole, to which the others also belong, and I always
wonder at such moments why this cannot be the rule of
everyday life, instead of being an exceptional moment,
during a choir.”
What if whenever two or more people got together they
sang? What if Congress opened each day by singing and
whenever things get contentious sang some more. Or maybe
not talk at all, just sing. The world has enough talk, but not
enough beautiful music.
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese of
Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward Movement
Publications.

My view

Support, resources for adoption
By Abigail Rogowski
Interchange contributor
Sometimes it can take years for God’s plan to unfold
Dan and I married in 1994 at St. Timothy’s, Perrysberg,
Ohio. After about two years, we decided to start a family.
After a time of trying the traditional method without success, we sought medical intervention. We gave in vitro
fertilization a try for two years,
enduring the huge expenses as
well as the painful process of
injections and drugs.
Ultimately, we realized it was
God’s plan for us to adopt.
But there were still obstacles: the first agency we joined
went bankrupt. Then we paid
an adoption attorney, who
directed us to find a pregnant
woman willing to give up her
child. We didn’t feel comfortable with this process.
Finally, we found Adoption By Gentle Care, an
agency in downtown Columbus. After completing the
initial process (profile, background check, fingerprinting
and home study), we were able to adopt our daughters,
Sommer Grace and Kaitlyn Elizabeth.
As with all adoptive parents, we struggled to decide
whether to have an open adoption where our children
would know their birth parents. Ultimately, we opted
for this type of relationship for several reasons, and our
daughters meet every three months or so with their birth
parents. As a result, both families have become extended

family to us, and we are proud to have a positive, open,
loving relationship.
In 2009, our rector at St. Patrick’s, Dublin, the Rev.
Stephen Smith, asked me to join the Southern Ohio Lay
Leadership Initiative. As part of the formation training,
each participant develops a project for his or her community.
St. Patrick’s has several families who have adopted
children, both domestically
and internationally. I found
there was a need for a group
to provide resources for other
couples considering adoption and support and fellowship among for families who
have adopted children and
for adults who were adopted
themselves.
The group has expanded to
include others who are supportive of adoption, including
attorney Rosemary Pomeroy,
whose practice specializes in adoption law. Now we’d
like to open the group up even further and invite members of areas churches to participate.
Upcoming gatherings include:
March 17.: Resources for locating birthparents
April 21: How to build your adoption profile
May 19: Adoption resources
June 16: Domestic versus international adoption
The group meets from noon to 1 p.m. at St. Patrick’s,
7121 Muirfield Drive, Dublin. A light lunch is provided.
Please RSVP to abby2460@gmail.com.
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Congregations experiment with ‘Ashes to Go’
By the Rev. Charles Wilson
Interchange contributor
“You want me to do what?” the man asked. “I don’t want
you to do anything” I replied. “I just wanted to know if you
would like ashes for Ash Wednesday.”
“What’s that?” he asked.
Instead of explaining Ash Wednesday to him I said
this, “Okay, watch what I do here to this guy and then if
you want, we can do it for you. Alright?” He watched as I
prayed and then placed ashes on the other man’s forehead
saying, “Remember you are dust and to dust you shall
return.”
I turned to the first man. “Well, what do you think?” I
asked. He snorted and said, “What! You want me to go
around town all day with a cross on my head? That’s crazy!”
and he shook his head. “Dude,” I replied. “Look, at me. I am
standing here on a street corner, dressed in a black dress, with
a white top and a purple scarf. Is putting some ashes on your
head really any crazier than what I am doing?”
Such was my Ash Wednesday taking ashes to go to the
streets of Delaware.
Along with the Lin-sanity craze running across the
country recently, the Episcopal Church experienced its
own craze during the Lenten season opener we call Ash
Wednesday: Ashes To Go sprang up over a few short days.
In congregations across the country, from the streets of
New York to the desert landscapes of Arizona, clergy came
out from their churches. They marked, smeared, smooshed,
wiped or placed ashes on the foreheads of passerbys, commuters, students, drifters, mamas and their babies and anyone within arm’s reach. It was pretty cool.
But it wasn’t pretty cool because it was something new.
It was pretty cool to talk to a young man going into the
county courthouse and watch his face and mind work out
whether ashes on his head would help or hinder his case.
When people responded, "No thanks, I'm not Catholic,"
it was pretty cool to be able to respond: "That's okay. Me
either. But you can have them anyway." And then the
people walked back and bowed their heads.
It was cool to see God in action in a place where there
was lots of action around.
I first heard about Ashes to Go (where else?) on Facebook.
A priest named Emily Mellot who serves in Lombard, Ill.,

It’s hard enough to notice
Harder still to react
Just a stone’s throw from the
center of our attention
We all fade to black

– from the song Take it back
by the Bare Naked Ladies

posted something about it. Her post was an answer to
my own struggles and thoughts about how to share Ash
Wednesday. In the days following Ash Wednesday 2011,
a colleague of mine and I had a “next year we should…”
conversation in which we planned to stand on the steps of
our church and impose ashes on people.
“Boy, do you have a lot of police here in Delaware!”
someone standing and watching Ashes to Go. And it was
true. Or it seemed true that day. Every few minutes another
cruiser cruised by. One time the officer inside waved. I
waved the smudged hand back. Maybe I saw so many
police because I was standing across from City Hall in
the afternoon. Maybe they just were curious about seeing
another type of black and white on their turf.
Or maybe it was because a small parade was forming.
During the first hour, early and cold, only eight folks stopped
for ashes (the young man going for a hearing did take them --

I told him to tell the judges they could have some too, if they
wanted). In the afternoon, I was on the street for more than
two hours, talking, laughing, praying and generally imposing
a practice too long hidden inside the walls of the Church onto
unsuspecting, but grateful people.
All told almost 40 folks took me up on the offer to get
“ashed.” One woman burst into tears as she received them
on her head and then lifted up her child to be blessed. One
man, who teaches at Ohio Wesleyan University and whom
I knew was interested in Native American religions, turned
me down. “Hey!” I called out as he walked away, “Why are
you saying no to the community shaman?” He came back,
smiling, and let me mark his head (that felt pretty Pauline,
you know, being a gentile to the gentiles and all that).
The one thing I didn’t like about Ashes to Go was the
name. I wasn’t crazy about it before I walked out there
onto the streets. But after doing it and experiencing Ash
Wednesday in a whole new way, I understood what I didn’t
like about the name Ashes to Go. It was too flip for what
my fellow clergy and I and others were doing.
What we were doing was living out the great charge
Jesus gives to Peter in Matthew 16:18. We were living,
enacting, revealing Church, ready and eager to make its
presence known, tackling the gates, boxes, and places too
many people are trapped in. I think a better name would be
"Ashes are brought..."
The man who observed the ashes imposition decided that
wearing a cross on his head all day was crazier than what I
was doing and did not take them. He just stood there, and
we looked at each other. I decided to impose one more
time.
“How about if I use this hand and say a prayer?” he
nodded. And with no smearing or smooshing but with
gentle marking by an ash-free finger, I traced the cross and
prayed:
Almighty and merciful God, you hate nothing you have
made, and forgive the sins of all who are penitent; create
in us new and contrite hearts, so that when we turn to you
and confess our sins and acknowledge our need, we may
receive your full and perfect forgiveness, through Jesus
Christ our Redeemer.
And then I said, “Go in peace.”
The Rev. Charles Wilson is rector of St. Peter’s, Delaware.

'The ashes remind us ... we belong to God'
By the Rev. John Paddock
Interchange contributor
“It’s Ash Wednesday. Would you like to have some
ashes?” A surprising number said, “Yes!”
A young mother came up to me with two preschoolers.
“Can you give ashes to my children? I’m going to church to
get ashes tonight, but the kids will be in bed.” The 4-yearold boy told me that he and his 3-year-old sister “really like
God.” I imposed the ashes. They both smiled along with their
mom and said, “Thank you.”
A young adult said that he didn’t want the ashes, but he

did want prayers for his mom who is dying of cancer and
for himself. He is unemployed and trying to take care of his
mother. “I have a whole mess of other problems, too.”
I put my hand on his shoulder, and we prayed.
“Thank you for being here,” he said as he shook my
hand.
“Ashes? What’s that for?” asked an older gentleman wearing a baseball cap.
“The ashes remind us that we all die. But whether we’re
alive or dead, we belong to God.”
He ripped the cap off his head and demanded, “Give me
some!”

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return,”
I said as I put the ashes on his forehead. “Go in peace.”
“Thanks, priest, this makes my day. Be blest.”
A woman came out of the store where she works. “What
are you doing?”
“It’s Ash Wednesday, and we’re giving out ashes.”
“Really? Out here on the street? Not in a church?
“Would you like some ashes?”
“It’s been a lot of years, but I’d love to have some
ashes.”
Continued on next page
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Formation
Ashes to Go, continued from previous page
A group of 10 clergy and laity met at Christ Church, Dayton,
following the noon Ash Wednesday liturgy. We briefly reviewed
plans, handed out ashes and brochures, and then walked the
several blocks to Courthouse Square and the downtown bus
hub. Clergy wore cassocks, Geneva gowns, and some had stoles.
We were Episcopalians, American Baptists, Presbyterians and
Methodists.
Within a short period of time, security personnel in the bus
hub and at the boarding areas rousted us out of that very public
place and center of public transportation, saying that it is actually private property. Who knew? Failure to leave would lead to
arrest. So we quietly took up stations on the public sidewalks
surrounding the hub.
The Dayton event was part of a larger Ashes to Go effort in
many communities across the country. Similar to Street Church
at St. John’s in Columbus and Church of our Savior/La Iglesia
de Nuestro Salvador in Cincinnati, Ashes to Go seeks to take the
Church outside the walls to where people already are.
Two things about the experience really struck me. First, going
into the bus hub, I was very nervous and self-conscious. With
ashes on my forehead and clad in a vestment, I was way outside
my comfort zone. But the ready response and openness of so
many folk quickly dissolved my anxiety. Second, I was amazed
by the hunger for connection and conversation. Simple offers of
ashes sometimes led to the telling of life stories. I was deeply
humbled by the whole experience.
Our small group certainly witnessed God blessing people
on the street and in the bus hub. But as with so many acts of
ministry, Ashes to Go left me uncertain about who received the
greater blessing.
The Rev. John Paddock is rector of Christ Church, Dayton.
Contact him at johnpaddock@me.com

Seeking new ways to do God’s work
By Ann Charles Watts
Interchange contributor
On Ash Wednesday, the pastor of my church had
assembled a group of eight clergy people from at least five
different churches around the Dayton area -- Episcopalians,
Presbyterians, Baptists and Methodists -- to join him in a
nationwide event called Ashes to Go, which, according to
the website “is about bringing spirit, belief, and belonging
out from behind church doors, and into the places where
we go every day.”
Following the noonday worship service, this ecumenical group of clergy and laity of different ages, races, and
genders walked down to Third Street and Main in downtown Dayton to offer ashes and prayers to anyone who
wanted them.
Being a lay person, I followed them around with a bag
of supplies (extra ashes, wet wipes, prayer cards, etc.) and
listened as people welcomed the opportunity to receive the
imposition of ashes.
I will be the first to admit that walking silently behind
a priest through the downtown Dayton Regional Transit
Authority Hub was a public expression of faith far outside
my comfort zone as an Episcopalian.
Our group had been there for about five minutes when
a member of the transit security team asked us to leave,
citing facility code. As I shuffled out behind the clergy, an
elderly man stopped me and asked me about the cross of
ashes on my head. Excited to actually speak to someone,
I started to answer, when a security guard got between me
and the man. “You can’t talk about that in here,” he said.
“You have to leave.”
“I’m on my way out, sir,” I said. “This gentleman just

asked me a question.”
“You can’t talk about that in here,” said the guard,
physically blocking me.
“I can’t answer this man’s question?”
“No. You have to leave. Don’t be ignorant, or I’ll call
the police.”
“Ignorant?” As my blood began to boil, I wondered
whether or not the guy knew the meaning of the word.
The old man who’d asked the question obviously didn’t
want any part of the conflict and started walking away as
the security guard called for back-up. “I’m going,” I said. I
didn’t want any trouble either.
Outside, the pastors had already chosen new locations
and were back at work, offering ashes to passersby. I, on
the other hand, still couldn’t believe how unfairly I’d been
treated, how demeaned and degraded I felt. After stewing
in my juices for a while, I told another person in the group
what had happened, to which he responded, “Yeah. Really
makes you mad doesn’t it. Middle-class white folks like
us don’t get hassled like that very often. Just imagine what
it’s like to be one of the people in there who gets hassled
every single day.”
I knew then that the guard had been right. Whether
or not he knew the meaning of the word, I was, indeed,
ignorant.
This Ash Wednesday, I am humbled. I find myself challenged to face the truth of my privilege, to begin the Lenten
season with a new perspective, and to seek out new ways
to do God’s work in the world--uncomfortable though they
may be.
Ann Charles Watts is a member of Christ Church, Dayton.

My view

Touched by Christ

Experience Lent through art
As part of its Lenten devotion, St. Peter’s, Delaware,
is holding the art exhibition, A Man of Sorrows. This
fifth show in St. Peter’s Art in the Sanctuary series
was inspired by Isaiah 53:3 and presents more than
30 portraits of Christ in his Passion by contemporary
artists from around the world.
A Man of Sorrows includes art works from East
European and Ethiopian icon-makers, santos paintings from the American Southwest, ex libris bookplates by European artists, a pressed sheet metal art
piece by American outsider artist, “Sam G.,” and
a sculpted wood painting by American visionary
artist, Carl Dixon, in the style of Columbus wood
carver, Elijah Pierce, specially commissioned for

this exhibition. There are also prints by the French
artist writer, Jean Cocteau and Lee Chul Soo from
Korea.
The exhibition opened on Ash Wednesday and will
run through Easter Sunday. Visitors are invited to see the
show on Fridays from noon to 2 p.m. and on Sundays
from noon to 1 p.m., following the 10:30 a.m. worship
service. During Holy Week, the exhibition will be open
daily, Monday through Friday, from noon to 2 p.m.
Individuals and church groups are also welcome to visit
the show on other days by appointment.
For more information, call 740.369.3175 or e-mail
sacredartpilgrim@gmail.com

In Rome, the opportunity to touch the columns at the Vatican
or feel the rough texture of stones in catacombs helped me to
relate in a very tangible way to Christians who preceded me. I
am a tactile learner and find that engaging multiple senses deepens spiritual experiences. So on Ash Wednesday as I knelt at St.
Peter’s in Delaware, I was struck by the amazing images that line
the walls of the sanctuary.
The Lenten art exhibit, entitled A Man of Sorrows, illustrates
how Christ touches a wide variety of artists spanning different
times and from different countries. More than 30 depictions
on wood, paper, leather, sheet metal, and even cardboard show
Christ’s face as these artists see Him. The eyes are particularly
striking. Wounded, sad, with tears, and suffering, Christ gazes
down at me. In some images, specifically the woodcut prints, I
also see Christ’s calm courage and determination. He touches my
heart as He looks out at us.
It is so fitting because on Ash Wednesday we pray to observe
a holy Lent, and meditate on God’s holy Word. I encourage you
to include spending time with Christ—through sacred art like the
exhibit at St. Peter’s—as part of your Lenten observance.
- Deb Parker is a member of St. Patrick’s, Dublin,
and chair of the diocesan Formation Commission.
Contact her at info@slem3.com
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Cathedral
children fortify
community
By Merelyn B. Bates-Mims
Interchange contributor

The basket
of vitamins
donated by
children and
families of
Christ Church
Cathedral for
the people of
Haiti.

The children of Christ
Church Cathedral presented at
the foot of the altar a collection
of 56 bottles of children’s vitamins totaling 7,170 individual
doses. The cathedral drive, led
by parishioner Tonya Warren
and her two daughters, was
entitled “From Our House to
Your House: A Vitamin Raiser
for Haiti Children.” The packages were delivered during the
first week of February to the
nuns of St. Francis Assissi Port
Salut by Dr. Charles O. Dillard
of Mercy Health Partners,
Cincinnati. The vitamin packets were among a variety of
provisions and equipment supporting the medical work of
the physicians mission sponsored by Haitian Organization
for Health Service.
This vitamin call to cathedral families and children spoke to the continuing needs
of families and children in Haiti still struggling to find normalcy after the havoc of
the January 2010 earthquake. “Two full years hence,” says Dillard, “families can be
seen hard at work building cinder block housing with palm leaves for roofs. Water
wells are now plentiful, and chickens and gourds and bananas and mangoes are sold
in the outdoor markets. Sticks for both firewood and home building are widely for
sale. And although high unemployment prevails, education is free.
“The first thing a stranger like me notices is the cheerfulness of the people, and
the immaculate appearance of the school children. It is a mystery and miracle that
families, without running water, many of them still living in tent cities and shanty
villages, city streets sometimes blocked by large piles of garbage and dusty debris,
are somehow able to daily maintain such high levels of hygiene and attractiveness. Everywhere, you see youngsters spotlessly clothed in yellow shirt uniforms
and bright yellow hair ribbons. It speaks to Haitian resilience, their spirit,” said
Dillard.
The medical team visited the Clinic St. Claire in Les Cayes, a town and seaport in
southwestern Haiti with a population of about 46,000 people. They also ministered
to Clinic Marcabee and performed surgeries at the Port-Salut Hospital. In addition
to the vitamins, the team handed out painkillers such as Tylenol and ibuprofen and
antibiotics, along with other medications.
The general scene in Port-au-Prince has changed from overwhelming, widespread chaos and fear to civic calm. The accounts of two years ago, of residents
wandering in bereavement and dazed condition among the ruins of their communities, with countless homeless and thousands feared dead, and most buildings
destroyed, are today replaced by visions of and hope for the rebuilding of Haiti.
“I saw the cathedral on the hill,” says Dillard. “It is still there. Despite its physical
ruin, the cathedral is still there.”
Merelyn B. Bates-Mims serves as founding chair of Christ Church Cathedral’s
Interfaith Coalition on Human Rights.

Rebuild Our Church: Stories
Having a “Ball”
raising money
The Winter Snow Ball, an
annual event sponsored by
Christ Church Cathedral’s
Membership committee, was
held on January 27. Open to
all, this fifth-annual fun event
featured a reception followed
by dinner and dancing. Veteran
Snow Ball chef Troy Meyers
of Troy’s Café whipped up a
robust menu of seasonal faire
topped off with a decadent dessert table, and the Soul Pocket
Band provided body-moving music. The evening included a silent auction featuring such
items as a stay at an Italian villa, gourmet dinners, fine art, jewelry and even a vocal recital.
The proceeds from the Snow Ball silent auction, nearly $7,500, were donated to Rebuild Our
Church.
~contributed by Barbara Lyghtel Rohrer

Old bricks for new bricks
St. James,
Westwood, raised
money for Rebuild
Our Church literally brick by brick
– utilizing some of
the bricks that were
used in the actual
building of their
sanctuary nearly
50 years ago. For
each $10 donation
to Rebuild Our
Church, parishioners could take
a brick from the
pile at the altar and
help to “build the walls” of a new cathedral in Port-au-Prince. The congregation, along with
new rector, the Rev. Jim Strader, was excited to present Bishop Breidenthal with a check for
$1,500 at their Celebration of New Ministry on Feb. 18.
~ contributed by Julie Murray

Anonymous donor fires up giving
The people of Good Shepherd, Athens, raised a staggering $5,205. The success in fundraising was
sparked by a very generous donation of an anonymous matching gift of $1,000, which parishioners
rushed with amazing speed to match (and exceed). The congregation took particular interest in the
Rebuild Our Church project because of ties to Holy Trinity Cathedral and its missional work in Portau-Prince through two parishioners. Canès Nicolas, a graduate student at Ohio University’s School
of Music, began his journey to becoming a professional musician at the Cathedral’s school and summer orchestra camps promoted by the Diocese of Haiti. Nicolas gave a moving speech at the 2011
Diocesan Convention about the vital role Holy Trinity plays in the lives of the children and families
of Port-au-Prince, as not only a spiritual but also an educational refuge. Another parishioner, Steven
Huang, began traveling to Port-au-Prince and Holy Trinity in 2000 to teach at those music camps and
has since become a vocal advocate for the promotion of the much-needed education Holy Trinity
provides to children and young adults in the area.
~ contributed by AJ Stack

		
Generous gifts made by the people
of the following congregations and
organizations on their behalf
Christ Church Cathedral, Cincinnati
Christ Church, Dayton
Christ Church, Glendale
Christ Church, Springfield
Church of Ascension and Holy Trinity, Wyoming
Ascension, Middletown
Good Samaritan, Amelia
Good Shepherd, Athens
Holy Trinity, Oxford
St. Andrew's, Evanston
St. Andrew's, Washington Court House
St. Anne's, West Chester
St. Barnabas, Montgomery
St. Christopher's, Fairborn
St. George's, Dayton
St. James, Piqua
St. James, Westwood
St James, Zanesville
St. Luke's, Granville
St. Luke's, Marietta
St. Mary's, Waynesville
St. Paul's, Logan
St. Peter's, Gallipolis
St. Philip’s, Circleville
St. Stephen's, Cincinnati
St. Timothy's, Cincinnati
The Church of Our Saviour, Cincinnati
The Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park
Trinity, Columbus
All Saints, New Albany Church Discretionary Fund
Convention Eucharist offering
Patrons of Procter Center
Society of the Transfiguration Elizabeth Matthews
Memorial Fund
Society of the Transfiguration Mission Outreach
Fund
St. Thomas, Terrace Park Rector's Discretionary
Acct
St. John's, Worthington, Rectors Discretionary Fund
St. Luke's, Marietta, Discretionary Fund
St. Paul's, Chillicothe, Rector's Discretionary Fund
St. Philip's, Circleville, Discretionary Fund
Redeemer, Hyde Park, Clergy Discretionary Fund
Wardens & Vestry of Trinity, Hamilton
Individuals
Margaret Addington
Anna Adkins
Craig & Carol Allen
Cecile Drackett Allyn
Heather Angus
B.B. Barlow
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Bartenstein
Patricia Barton
Judy & Bob Beiring
Jon & Jeanne Boss
Jane Bost
Emily Boswell
Mamie Brown
Nina Bruns
Geoffrey & Alexandra Buckley
Katharine Campbell
Chris Carey
Barry Carlin
Christine Carter
Chris & Nancy Christensen
Elaine Clark
The Rev. Philip A. College
The Rev. David Cottrill
Vivian Crowe
Lelia Davis
Dottie Eberle & friend Steve
Caroline Ellingwood
The Rev. Robert Ficks
Kirk Filbey
Clifton Flemister
The Rev. Abby Flemister
Lisa Follmer
The Rev. Roger Foote
T.R. Fraker
Paul Gahn
Steve Gerdsen
John Glaze
Charles Graves
Patricia Groth
Mary Raymond Grover
Meg Guinther
The Rev. Cynthia Hampton
The Rev. Gayle Hansen Browne
Thomas Harmon
Lori Harover
Rachel Harrell
Sigrun Haude
Dorothy Headlee
Mary Hedges
Mr. & Mrs. William Hedley
Charles Henthorne
Benjamin & Alicia Graham-Hicks
Doris Holmes
Lisa Hughes
Renee Jackson
George Johnson
Connie Johnson
Richard Johnson
Teresa Joyce
The Rev. Michael Jupin

Rebuild Our Church

Donors
Men anpil chay pa lou
many hands make light work

Photo illustration by Dave Drachlis depicts
Holy Trinity Cathedral before and after the earthquake.
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Terry Kessler
Thomas Kirkpatrick
Tom Kirkpatrick
Katherine Kirkpatrick (in honor of Thomas Kirkpatrick)
Betsy Kitch
Vincent Knight
Karen Kuhr
Jane Kuntz
Janet Lamb
Mrs. Roger Leifheit
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Lemen
Patricia Leo
Edythe Lewis
Rita Lewis Matthews
Carole Lougheed
The Rev. Andrew MacAoidh Jergens
Kim Maggard
Margaret Malone
Kathy Mank
The Rev. Jeanette Manning
Barbara Mathews Crow
The Rev. David McCoy
Amy Miga
Karla Miles
Ariel Miller
The Rev. James Miner
Carolyn Murphree
Barbara Nellis
The Rev. & Mrs. Donald Nickson
Robin Oakley
Mary Oehler
Lorna O’Harrell
Susan Pace
The Rev. Ciritta Park
Suzann Parker Leist
Connie Pepper
Carolle Perkins
Evelyn Perkins
Alyssa Pflaumer
Patricia Pollock
The Rev. Carol Potterton
Mary Powell
The Rev. & Mrs. Gordon Price
Mary Louise Cook Progroff
Emily Jane Pucker
Mary Ann Rank (in memory of Scott Firth)
Bertie Ray III
Robert Rea
Allyn & Marsha Reilly
Tom Renick
The Rev. Robert Rideout
The Rev. & Mrs. Roger Rollins
Philip Romine
Clyde & Virginia Royse
The Rev. Sallie Schisler (in honor of the people of
Christ Church, Ironton)
Sally Sedgwick
Paul & Ruth Seufzer
Donald & Heather Shaffer
Vestal & Julieta Simms
The Rev. Mary & George Slenski
The Rev. Alan Bruce Smith
Kenneth V. Smith
Marilyn Smith
Martha Smith
Toni Green Smith
G. Alan Stack
Shary Stadler
Lowell Stallsmith
Susan Stanton
Jerry Stein
Roy & Jane Page-Steiner
Bill Steinman (in honor of Bari Watkins)
Scott & Kelly Stiles
Deborah Stokes
Nancy Storch
Steven Story
Kimberly Stover
Jake Studebaker
Ellen Stukenberg
Margaret Tallmadge
Jean Thomas
Ernest Thompson & Cheryl Wittington
Ann Twiggs
Meghan VanderMale
Mildred Volungis
Christine Vonderschmidt
Cynthia Walker
Shirley & C.K. Wang
Tom Weeks
Esther Wei
The Rev. Jennifer West
Benjamin West
Beverly Winner
Diocesan staff
The Rt. Rev. Thomas E & Margaret Breidenthal
The Rev. Canon Lynn Carter-Edmands & the Rev.
Frank Edmands
Patricia Haug
The Rev. Canon John F. & Nanci Koepke
Rob Konkol & the Rev. Jane Gerdsen
Julie & John Murray
Patricia Perkins
The Rt. Rev. Kenneth & Mariann Price
The Rev. Canon Anne Reed & Giff Blaylock
Richelle Thompson & the Rev. Jeffrey Queen
Heather Windle
Procter summer camp staff
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Explore and reflect: A Holy Lent
Dayton area
Deanery series: The story of Lent is the story of a journey: a journey with Jesus and his disciples to Jerusalem.
Christians today know the outcome of that journey, but
those first disciples did not. For them, it was a journey
into the unknown.
Our lives, too, are journeys into the unknown. This
year’s Dayton Deanery Lenten Series will offer the
opportunity to explore those journeys, as a church and as
individuals.
The series is presented at a different church on each
of the first five Tuesday evenings in Lent. The program
begins with a simple dinner together from 6 until 6:45
p.m. Then participants will be invited to choose from the
two different “tracks” for this year. These discussions will
take place from 6:45 until 8 p.m.
The first track explores the journey into the unknown
taken by the early church, as that journey is reflected in the
Acts of the Apostles. The second track draws on insights
from the book Edge of the Known World: Prayer and
PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder) to reflect on how
individuals can journey into and through the unknown,
and even tragic, times.
Christ Church, Dayton, hosted the first gathering on
Feb. 28. Here’s the schedule for the other sessions:
March 6, St. Paul’s
March 13, St. Christopher's
March 20, St. George’s
March 27, St. Andrew’s
To find the location and contact information for all the
churches, visit http://stmarksdayton.org/church/daytondeanery-locate-a-parish.html. Click on the church’s name
to connect to that church’s website.

Cincinnati area
Go deeper, live with Conviction: Witnesses from
the evolving church: On Wednesday nights during Lent,
Fresh Expressions, the Church of the Redeemer, Hyde
Park, and All Saints, Pleasant Ridge, will be offering a
conversation about the emerging church. Leaders from
various communities in the region who are involved in
new and innovative forms of Christian community will
reflect on their experiences. They also will invite us into a
conversation about re-imagining the future of the Church,
challenge us to look at our assumptions about the Church
and explore how each of us might go deeper and live with
conviction.
Each evening offers several ways to participate. At
6 p.m., music of various types, vocal and instrumental,
will set the meditative stage for the evening. This will be
followed at 6:30 p.m. by a Eucharist, using the styles and
rituals of the communities who will be presenting. From 7
to 8 p.m., there will be a presentation and teaching forum.
At 8:30 p.m., you are invited to join our presenters at
Molly Malone’s in Pleasant Ridge for deeper conversations about the evolving Church. All are welcome.

Preparing for Lent and Easter

The Diocese of Southern Ohio has a special
page on the diocesan website devoted to
Lenten and Easter activities, from educational
events to special worship services. The communications office is working with Digital Faith,
an international web-management company, to
increase search engine optimization – and help
more people find virtual invitations to Southern
Ohio churches.
Please send your event information to Julie
Murray at jmurray@diosohio.org or fill out an
event form on the Easter and Lent link on the
diocesan website: www.diosohio.org.
Digital Faith users can post the information on
their own site under news or events – and using
the keywords of either Easter or Lent. The items
then will automatically stream onto the diocesan page for Easter and Lent.

For more information, contact the Rev. Jane Gerdsen,
missioner for fresh expressions at freshexpressions@
diosohio.org.
Occupy Yourself: Doing Lent in an Unre-Lenting
World: Christ Church Cathedral explores the traditional
Lenten disciplines in a very un-Lenten society, offering
tools and perspectives to live Lent with integrity, with
joy and even humor – all with the clever and countercultural use of popular culture. The series will run each
Wednesday, starting with prayer at 6 p.m., dinner and
expresso bar at 6:30 and the program at 7 p.m. Topics
include: And lead us not into temptation: Fasting and
self-denial in Pharaoh’s Land led by Bishop Thomas
E. Breidenthal; Meditate on God’s holy Word: Is it on
YouTube? By the Rev. Scott Gunn, executive director
of Forward Movement; and Pray without ceasing – or
at least get it on Twitter: The changing nature of prayer
by the Very Rev. Ron DelBene, interim dean of Christ
Church Cathedral.
For more information, contact 513.621.1817 or visit
www.christchurchcincinnati.org
Walking with the Mystics: The Transfiguration
Spirituality Center in Glendale is hosting a weekly, free
Lenten series of prayer and reflection. The program meets
on Thursday evenings 7 to 8:30 p.m. through March 29
in the St. Mary’s building. Experienced Spiritual director and retreat leader Marilyn Kaiser will lead the series
which will focus on a different mystic’s writings each
week. Register by calling 513.771.2171 or e-mailing at
CTRetreats@gmail.com.

Columbus
Deanery Lenten School: Join members of the
Columbus Deanery on four Tuesdays in Lent for worship
and workshops. The annual Lenten School begins March
6 and continues through March 27, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
at St. Mark’s, 2151 Dorset Road, Columbus.
Classes include: Light: A Theology; Holy Women,
Holy Men: Anglican Divines; The Church of the Future;
Creation Spirituality; The Anglican Covenant; The
Venerable “Bead;” and Middle-Aged Women: Medieval
Mystics.
To register or learn more, contact the Rev. Cricket Park
at cbpark@aol.com. Cost: $10.
Lenten Film Series: Franklinton Underground Cinema
will be sponsoring the third annual Lenten Film Series,
hosted for the first time by St. John’s, Town Street. Films
will be featured weekly on Sundays through April 1.
These films will explore themes of grief, sacrifice, freedom, love, and hope, but the intention is to help people
reflect on the brokenness in the world and to help people
engage in the spiritual discipline of lament.
The films are listed at http://mubi.com/lists/lentenfilmseries-2012 and are subject to change. The doors
will open at 8 p.m. on Sundays for a time of coffee, tea
and fellowship. At 8:30 p.m., the group will read liturgy,
poetry or scripture pertaining to the theme of each film
and then watch the movie. Host of the series is Kyle
Meyers, the curator of Franklinton Underground Cinema.
(Films will not be appropriate for children. Most have an
“R” rating).
In order provide the appropriate amount of seating, everyone must sign up at either the Franklinton
Underground Cinema Facebook page or by contacting
Meyers at kmeyers@lower-lights.org.
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Cathedral hosts bevy of music events
Music Live at Lunch Performances, Christ Church Cathedral’s weekly concert series, will
feature the following performers in March:
March 6: Danielle Hundley, flute (nave)
March 13: Della Enns, pianist & composer; Amanda Carmen Bower, soprano
March 20: Wesley Roberts, piano: Music of Claude Debussy
March 27: Clark and Jones Trio: Celtic & folk music
These free concerts are presented on Tuesdays at 12:10 p.m. Patrons may bring their lunch
or buy one at the cathedral for $5. Christ Church Cathedral is located at 318 East Fourth
Street, downtown Cincinnati. All performances are in the Centennial Chapel unless listed as
being in the cathedral nave.
For more information, call 513.621.1817.
Organ recital: Yun Kyong Kim, organist and choirmaster at
Christ Church, Dayton, will give an organ recital on March 18 at
5 p.m. at the cathedral. The free concert is part of a series on third
Sundays October through May, which are co-sponsored by the
Cincinnati chapter of the American Guild of Organists.
Praised by concertgoers as an artist who “stretches the limits of
the instrument,” concert organist Kim is passionate about bringing musically diverse programs to her audiences and is in great
demand as an organ and harpsichord recitalist. Kim is a past dean
of the Dayton Chapter of the AGO, has served on the faculty of
the Pipe Organ Encounter at Ohio University and has chaired the
Dayton Church Music Workshop. She is presently on the music
faculty at Sinclair Community College.
For more information, call 513.621.1817 or visit
http://christchurchcincinnati.org/music/organrecitals/yunkim

Deacons gather for annual retreat
The deacons’ annual retreat with Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal will be May 18-19 at the
Procter Center. The program begins at 5 p.m. on Friday and concludes at 3 p.m. on Saturday.
The theme is “Collegiality.” Time for rest and relaxation will be built into the schedule, as
well as opportunities to reflect on the meaning of being colleagues.
Watch the diocesan website for registration and additional details.

Regional formation

ERH offers spiritual care workshop
Episcopal Retirement Homes Parish Health Ministry, in partnership with title sponsor,
Christ Church Cathedral, and other sponsors, including the Diocese of Southern Ohio, is
offering the Refresh Your Soul Conference: Spiritual Care in Times of Trial and Loss. The
conference will be held March 10 from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., at
Community of the Good Shepherd in Montgomery. The conference opens Friday evening, March 9, from 6 to 8:15 p.m. with
dinner and a keynote presentation by author Douglas C. Smith
entitled “I Could Die Laughing - Promoting Humor with the Sick
and Dying.” All caregivers and anyone going through times of
trial or loss will find Smith’s presentations inspiring, motivating
and deeply meaningful. Health professionals will gain insight and
practical tools essential to caring for the sick and dying.
Smith is the author of several books and published articles in
numerous, professional health care journals. He has led workshops in all 50 states. He also speaks from the heart as he shares
his inspiring journey facing many personal trials and loss himself.
The brochure and registration information is available on the ERH Parish Health Ministry
website at www.parishhealthministry.com. Information: Ellen Schneider at 800.835.5768,
ext. 4545.

Spiritual and emotional care in disasters
The Ohio Council of Churches is hosting a workshop about spiritual and emotional care
in the midst of a disaster. The course will provide basic tools and information about working
with people impacted by disaster as well as for helping survivors recover. The workshop
gives helpful guidelines as to what is appropriate to say and/or do based in the midst of disas-
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ter and recovery efforts. The course will be led by Sister Michael Marie, disaster services
coordinator for the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart. It will be held March 8 from 2 to 4 p.m.
at the First Unitarian Universalist Church, 93 W. Weisheimer Road.
To learn more, contact the Rev. Deniray Mueller at deniray@deniray.com or by phone at
614.668.6036.

Church-wide opportunities

Virtual formation

Social media: The General Theological Seminary (GTS) of the Episcopal Church is
working with the Communication Office of the church’s denominational headquarters on
a new education program called Digital Formation. The goal is to help both clergy and lay
leaders throughout the Episcopal Church appreciate the importance of understanding the use
and effects of social media in the church as well as its theological foundations and implication. The program begins with a series of webinars, each centering around a different topic
related to social media.
Digital Formation will have a presence at General Convention this summer and has ambitious plans for additional training sessions on and off campus next year.
Those with questions about Digital Formation may contact digitalformation@gts.edu.
Digital Formation’s Facebook page, which includes a schedule of upcoming webinars and
events, may be found at facebook.com/digitalformation. The program can also be followed
on Twitter at twitter.com/digiformation.
Webinar on Vestry Leadership: The Episcopal Church Foundation, the publishers of
The Vestry Resource Guide, offers a free webinar on March 13 to help newly elected vestry
members prepare for their ministry in the congregation. Explore what it means to lead an
Episcopal congregation; to work well with others; to communicate effectively; to mobilize
and steward resources; and to manage transitions. This workshop will point people to best
practices, tools, and spiritual practices for leading healthy congregations. Sign up under
events at www.ecfvp.org
Intersection of Poverty and Environment: The Episcopal Church will sponsor a forum
on April 21, the day before Earth Day, to explore the effects of environmental degradation
and changing climate patterns on the poor. Originating from St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral
in Salt Lake City, Utah, the two-hour ecumenical forum will be live webcast beginning at
noon EST.
Moderated by Kim Lawton of PBS’s Religion and Ethics NewsWeekly, featured speaker
at the forum will be Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, who was an oceanographer
prior to ordination and is well-versed in environmental matters.
Resources such as bibliography, materials for community and individual review, websites,
discussion questions, Sunday school lessons, environmental resources will be available.
The forum is ideal for group watching and discussion, or on demand viewing for Earth
Day observations as well as Sunday School, discussions groups, community gatherings, and
other get-togethers.
For more information, contact Neva Rae Fox, public affairs officer,
publicaffairs@episcopalchurch.org .

Face-to-face formation

Building Fund Symposium: “Buildings for a New Tomorrow” is the Episcopal Church
Building Fund’s annual symposium on April 15-17 at the Maritime Institute in Maryland.
Ideas on how to utilize your buildings better, get the most out of your building, or get out
of your building will be shared. Learn more or register at: http://www.ecbf.org/symposium.
html.
Mission? Whose mission?: The Global Episcopal Mission Network will hold its educational institute and annual educational May 3-5 at the Incarnation Conference Center in
Ivoryton, Conn. The Global Episcopal Mission Network is open to all individuals, organizations and dioceses with a heart for mission. The organization is dedicated to the principle that
every Episcopalian is a missionary. The institute is part of a comprehensive two-year program
for diocesan global mission agents, designed to encourage mission in Episcopal dioceses. For
information about workshops, cost and registration, visit http://www.gemn.org/
Faith, Hope and Health: The National Episcopal Health Ministries (NEHM) is hosting a weekend of workshops on May 10-12 at the De Koven Center, Racine, Wis. Keynote
speaker is Edwina Gateley, a poet, theologian, artist, writer and lay minister. Workshop topics include: ageless wisdom; congregational wellness; veterans and families; nature deficit;
laughter; bioethics; and spiritual care.
For information on cost and registration, visit http://www.EpiscopalHealthMinistries.org
or e-mail Maryfran Crist at mjcrist@CRTelco.com

Common ministry
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EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

March

1 – Parochial reports due
1-4 – Deacons’ School at Procter Center.
2 – Latino Ministry Commission meets at Diocesan House at 5:30 p.m. Contact: Carlos DeJesus at
513.319.0287.
3 – Safe Church training at St. Andrew’s, Evanston, 9 a.m. Register at diosohio.org or by calling Geri McDaniel
at 800.582.1712 ext. 105. Contact: the Rev. Darren Elin at 513.831.2052.
6 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
8 - Fresh Start/Residency programs meet at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
8 – Trustees of the Diocese meet at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
8 – ECSF board meets at Procter Center, 6 p.m.
13 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
14 – Building new relationships task force meets at 4 p.m. Contact: Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org
14 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at the Procter Center, 9 a.m. Contact: Janice West at
937.278.2249.
15 - Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30 p.m. Contact: Jon Boss
at 513.761.2630.
17 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
17 – Common Ministry teams meet at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
24 – Diocesan Council meets at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
24 – National & World Mission Commission meets at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
27 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
27 – Dispatch of Business meets at the Crowne Plaza Columbus North, 2 p.m. Contact: Heather Windle at
800.582.1712, ext. 113.
28 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan House at noon. Contact: Deborah Stokes at 614.933.8715.
30-April 1 – Exodus 9 at Procter Center. Cost $35. Register at youth.diosohio.org.

April

3 – Renewal of Vows at Procter Center, Christ Chapel, 11 a.m.
6 – Diocesan House closed for Good Friday
9 – Diocesan House closed for Easter Monday
11 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at the Procter Center, 9 a.m. Contact: Janice West at 937.278.2249.
12 – Fresh Start/Residency programs meet at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
14 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
17 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
18 – Affirmative Aging Commission annual luncheon and presentation of St. Simeon and St. Anna Awards at
Procter Center, 11 a.m.
18 – Formation Task Force meets at Procter Center, 1:30 p.m. Contact: Rob Konkol at 800.582.1712 ext. 160.
19 – Regional clergy meeting for Hocking Valley, Northeast and Scioto River deaneries at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
Register at www.diosohio.org.
19 – Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30 p.m. Contact: Jon
Boss at 513.761.2630.
20-22 – Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative (SOLLI) weekend at Procter Center.
21 – Dayton regional confirmation service at St. Margaret’s, Trotwood, 11 a.m. Contact: Pat Haug at 800.582.1712 ext. 103.
21 – ECSF Chocolate Fest at Trinity, Newark, 2 p.m.
26-28 – Commission on Ministry meets at Procter Center. Contact: the Rev. Charlotte Reed at 937.323.8651.
27 – Standing Committee meets at Procter Center, 9 a.m. Contact: Deborah Stokes at 614.933.8715.
27 - Church Foundation meets at Diocesan House, 12 p.m. Contact: David Robinson at 800.582.1712.

Maintenance worker: Procter Center is seeking a competent
and responsive maintenance worker to help maintain our 1,200-acre
residential camp facility. The ideal candidate will possess exceptional
customer service skills, enjoy interacting with groups and be skilled
in home repair, maintenance and landscape projects. This position is
part-time spring/fall/winter and full-time in summer. To apply, send
cover letter and résumé to ctokarz@diosohio.org.
Office manager: Bexley Hall Seminary in Columbus is looking for an office manager to provide administrative support to the
president, dean and faculty of the seminary; assist with meeting planning and communications; work with the controller on monitoring
accounts payable, operating accounts, and handle pension, medical,
and tax payments; and keep regular office hours and handle supplies,
inventory and general appearance of Bexley House.
A successful applicant should have experience in Microsoft
Word and Excel and online database management. Confidentiality,
excellent interpersonal skills and ability to work with a number of
different stakeholders (students, faculty, Board of Trustees, clergy
and ecumenical partners) are essential. A minimum of three years’
experience in a church and/or academic environment and familiarity with the Episcopal Church and Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is required.
This will initially be a one-year, 12-month, part-time (30 hours)
position.To apply, send resume and cover letter by e-mail to columbus@bexley.edu by March 15.
Administrative assistant: St. Alban’s, Bexley, seeks a part-time
administrative assistant, up to 25 hours per week in the church office.
The work includes assisting the parish pastor, participating in staff
meetings, typing and photocopying bulletins, letters and reports, supporting lay committees, welcoming visitors, handling telephone calls
and emails, working with the website, assisting in publicity, maintaining the parish calendar, keeping records, ordering supplies, and making arrangements as needed. The successful candidate will have an
understanding of Christian church ministries (experience preferred)
and be able to encourage and support lay ministers. To apply, contact
the Rev. Susan M. Smith at 614.253.8549.
For more details and other job postings, visit
http://www.diosohio.org/What we do/jobsnetworking.html

VISITATIONS
March
4

Mark it down

May 3-5 – Thurgood Marshall Symposium: Prison and ex-offender ministries.
May 5 – Regional confirmation (East) at Good Shepherd, Athens, 11 a.m. Contact: Pat Haug at 800.582.1712
ext. 103.
May 10-16 – Growing Food and Faith training at Procter Center.
May 12 – Regional confirmation (Columbus) at St. Mark’s, Columbus, 11 a.m. Contact: Pat Haug at 800.582.1712
ext. 103.
May 19 – Second annual Procter Camper Scamper 5K/1K Run and Walk at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Cost $15.
Participants will receive lunch and t-shirt. Register at diosohio.org.
May 19 – Deacons’ School, SOLLI and EfM graduations at Christ Chapel, Procter Center, 11 a.m.
May 26 – Regional confirmation (Cincinnati) at Christ Church Cathedral, 3 p.m. Contact: Pat Haug at
800.582.1712 ext. 103.
June 2 – Ordination of Deacons at Christ Church Cathedral, 3 p.m.
June 9 – Ordination of Priests at St. Patrick’s, Dublin, 11 a.m.

11
18
25

April
1
8
15
22
29

St. George’s, Dayton
St. Margaret’s, Trotwood (Rivera)
St. Patrick’s, Dublin
House of Bishops
Holy Trinity, Kenwood
St. Francis, Springboro (Rivera)
Palm Sunday
Easter
St. Peter’s, Delaware
Indian Hill Church
Redeemer, Hyde Park (Rivera)
St. Thomas, Terrace Park
St. Patrick’s, Lebanon (Rivera)

All visitations are by Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal, unless noted.
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Earthkeeping Summit looks at
faith-based response to climate change
By Marti Hunter
Interchange contributor
Last fall, the House of Bishops issued a
Pastoral Teaching on the “mounting urgency
of our environmental crisis.” The teaching posed challenging questions: How can
faith communities respond to global climate
change? What is the connection between
faith, ecology and justice? What are practical ways houses of worship can reduce their
ecological footprint and serve as examples of
good stewardship?
An upcoming Earthkeeping Summit, sponsored by Ohio Interfaith Power and Light, will
offer faith communities from many denominations throughout Ohio a unique opportunity to
come together and be in dialogue with leading
environmental scientists, faith leaders and environmental advocates.
“This is the appointed time for all God’s
children to work for the common goal of
renewing the earth as a hospitable abode
for the flourishing of all life. We are called
to speak and act on behalf of God’s good
creation,” wrote the bishops in the Pastoral
Teaching.
The Earthkeeping Summit on March 31
will examine the challenges of energy, climate, and environment work, revisit the
moral and ethical foundations of the stew-

ardship of creation
and offer resources
for equip congregations. A collaboration between Ohio
Interfaith Power and
Light, The School
of Environment and
Natural Resources,
the Climate Change
Outreach Team at
Ohio State University
(main
campus),
and Green Energy
Ohio, the summit will be held at
the Nationwide &
Ohio Farm Bureau
4-H Center at The Ohio State University.
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m., with the
program running from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.
The summit’s morning plenary session
promises to challenge and inspire. Dr. Jason
Box, climatologist with the Ohio State
University Geography Department and
researcher at Byrd Polar Research Center,
will share the most recent scientific understandings of climate change. His 19 research
expeditions to the Greenland ice sheet help
provide the context.

Nancy Sleeth,
program director
of Blessed Earth,
a faith-based nonprofit focused on
environmental
stewardship, will
bring a faith perspective. She will
share her compelling personal story
of environmental and spiritual
conversion which
called her and her
family to radically
reduce their ecological footprint,
reducing their electricity use to one-tenth and
their fossil fuel use to one-third the national
average. She and her husband now devote
their time to speaking and writing about
environment and faith.
William Spratley, Executive Director of
Green Energy Ohio, will share the vision of
renewable energy in Ohio.
The Rev. Frank Edmands of Trinity,
London, and a board member of Ohio
Interfaith Power and Light, will co-facilitate
a panel discussion on three important environmental issues: clean air, coal produc-

tion and fracking. The Rev. Craig Foster,
an energy management engineer and deacon at St. John’s, Columbus, will offer
information on houses of worship energy
audits and energy use reduction. Other workshop topics include congregational green
teams, local food production, rediscovering
Sabbath-keeping, and 21st century spirituality. Also offered is the Awakening the
Dreamer; Changing the Dream Symposium,
an interactive, multimedia experience created through the collaboration between indigenous peoples of the Ecuadorean rainforest
and North Americans.
The House of Bishops has urged
Episcopalians “to take steps… to practice
environmental stewardship and justice.” The
Earthkeeping Summit and involvement with
the Ohio Interfaith Power and Light program, provide a significant opportunity for
persons of faith to take steps “to work for the
common goal of renewing the earth as a hospitable abode for the flourishing of all life.”
The Earthkeeping Summit is striving to be
a zero-waste event, with the goal of reducing
typical event waste by at least 90%. To help
reach this zero-waste goal, registration for
the summit is online, and participants are
asked to help reduce waste.
To register, visit www.ohipl.org and click
on the Earthkeeping Summit link.

Procter Center receives
Jubilee grant
By Christine Tokarz
Interchange contributor
The Procter Center received one of 21
grants awarded by the Social and Economic
Justice Office of the Episcopal Church
Center for summer camp programs targeting
either youth literacy or children of people
who are incarcerated.
Working closely with the Rev. Craig
Foster and the Kairos Prison Ministry, up to
five camperships – scholarships – will be
awarded in 2012 to children of people who
are incarcerated.
Kairos Prison Ministry is an ecumenical Christian ministry whose mission is
to help grow and nurture strong Christian
Communities within state and federal correctional institutions. The ministry operates
in 11 prisons in Ohio. Strong relationships
are developed with inmates and their families, and many Kairos volunteers become

involved in sanctioned programs for those
being released from prison or with programs for families of those incarcerated.
Connections are made and maintained with
the families, offering a great pool of potential
candidates for a camp experience.
The Diocese of Southern Ohio’s summer
camping program is an overnight, faithbased camp, operating over a nine-week
period from June to August for campers
of all ages. Over the course of the summer, more than 450 campers will come to
worship, swim, sing, and laugh at Procter
Summer Camp. The five youngsters chosen
will be a welcome addition to an already
wonderful summer experience.
For more information about summer camp,
contact Rob Konkol at youth@diosohio.org.
Christine Tokarz is the executive director of the
Procter Center. Contact her at
ctokarz@diosohio.org

More than 100 clergy gathered in February for the semi-annual Clergy Day. These
gatherings are designed to promote collegiality, provide an opportunity for questions
and conversation with the bishop and to offer time for theological formation. This year,
the Rev. Walter Brueggemann, a renowned theologian who retired to Cincinnati, led the
discussion about two competing narratives: the empire and the neighborhood. Here,
members of the clergy discuss the lecture. Photo by Julie Murray
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Do good, think chocolate

Support ministry of Common Friars

The Common Friars at Good Earth Farm in
Athens is holding a fundraising dinner on March 10
at 6 p.m. at Shaw’s Restaurant & Inn in Lancaster.
The Common Friars are an emerging religious
order in the Episcopal Church seeking to serve and
to be signs for and for the church. The four-course
vegetarian dinner will include a creamy herb polenta, potato artichoke cakes and warm cherry cobbler.
Live music will be provided by the Brock Howard
Band. The cost is $45, with reservations prepaid by
March 7. Please call Shaw’s Restaurant & Inn for
reservations at 800.654.2477.
To learn more about the Common Friars, visit
www.commonfriars.wordpress.com.

St. Edward’s supports Liberian ministry

The Church of St. Edward, Whitehall, is joining
with the Association of Fellow Cape Mountainians
to hold a “Birth Month Contest” on March 24.
The event begins at 3 p.m. at St. Edward, 214
Fairway Blvd., Whitehall, with light refreshments.
The groups encourage parents to accompany their
children, ages 4 to 16 years old, to this fun, fundraising event.
The association is primarily comprised of native
Liberians who have emigrated to the United States
and are working to help men, women and families
in the west African country.
To learn more, call the church at 614.861.1777.

Flying Pig teams with El Hogar:
Support mission

Runners (and walkers) for the Flying Pig
Marathon, a premiere event in the region, can do
both good for their bodies – and for others. El
Hogar, a school and orphanage in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras, has been recognized as an official charity for the Flying Pig. With this new designation,
runners and walkers can have a portion of their race
fees donated to El Hogar. Whether you want to run
or walk three, 10, 13 or 26 miles, your participation
can make a difference. Register for the Pig online at
www.flyingpigmarathon.com. Select the charity El
Hogar and use the code EHMFPM. If you register
using this code before April 18, you will get the
lowest registration price while still benefiting El
Hogar.
Join us!
More information can be found on the El Hogar
Flying Pig team Facebook page
Free training plans are available from Chris Tokarz,
Procter Center director, at ctokarz@diosohio.org
Hate to run alone? Train with Sole Mates,
Church of the Redeemer, Cincinnati. Information:
Karen Murphy at r_murphy@fuse.net or Tommy
Kirk at thomaskirk118@gmail.com
Volunteer to support the runners/walkers (e.g.
cheering squads, pasta dinner): Information: Laura
Booke at lbooke@cinci.rr.com or Carolyn Martin at
kdmartin@pol.net

Heavenly confections await you at Trinity, Newark. Inset: A chocolate torte from last year’s fest
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
In Southern Ohio, it’s holy to daydream about chocolate
in Lent if you’re planning to taste it or bake it for ECSF’s
Chocolate Fest on April 21. The proceeds go into grants for
community ministry across the diocese. Each dollar raised
means a pantry can provide four meals to a hungry family,
so that makes every bite holy.
Trinity Church in historic Newark
is the first church east of Columbus to
host this event. A team of parishioners
led by Episcopal Church Women president Nancy Fouts is already mobilizing Trinity’s celebrated hospitality. They are collecting auction items
from ice cream at Whit’s in Granville
to a carriage ride.
Trinity’s sanctuary is gorgeous,
with brilliant stained glass designed
by Tiffany and other 19th-century
artists, semicircular pews, glowing
woodwork and filigree brass fittings.
If you have a great chocolate recipe you love to cook, please enter it.
Already former Congresswoman Jean
Spencer Ashbrook and Viann Yankulov, co-owner of
Goumas Candyland in Newark and Granville, have agreed
to serve as celebrity judges. They will award top prizes in
three categories: most gorgeous, most unusual and best
chocolate.
In addition, three recipes will win People’s Choice
Awards after a riot of ballot stuffing by friends and fans.

This is the one day in Election Year 2012 when Ohio voters of any age, from babes in arms on up, can vote multiple
times with a pure conscience and the knowledge that they
are serving the common good.
We’d love to see a fierce competition between all the
congregations in central and northeastern Ohio. Raise the
parish banner and beat your whisks. People of any faith (or
none at present) are welcome to enter, as well as children.
If you are a professional chef, you’re
welcome to bring your recipe as a noncontestant.
There are three holy chocolate acts
that you can do in Lent: enter the bakeoff, order tickets ($10 for adults, $5 for
children, $20 max per household), or
donate an auction item. It’s easy to do all
three by visiting ECSF’s website, www.
ECSFsouthernohio.org and clicking on
the chocolate banner.
Corporate sponsors are also welcomed. The online auction will bring
sponsors thousands of impressions and
an effortless way for shoppers to click
through to sponsor websites.
The auction starts with online bidding at www.BiddingForGood.com/
ECSFsouthernohio so retail and restaurant gift cards,
tickets and other local items from any part of the diocese
will delight a number of bidders and help ECSF send out
more in grants.
Questions about the contest, benefits of sponsorship, or
leads on potential auction items? Please call ECSF’s Ariel
Miller at 513.221.0547.
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Through Grace, inmates
and parishioners share
By Mary McLain
Interchange contributor

Parolees through the Ohio Adult Parole Authority work on the grounds and facilities of Grace, College Hill, as part of a community services program.

For more than five years, parolees have come
each month to Grace Church, College Hill, for a
half day to do grounds and maintenance work. This
is part of a community service program through
the Ohio Adult Parole Authority. This is a mutually
beneficial arrangement: the parolees get community service credit and Grace Church gets some badly
needed work done. But, for all parties involved,
this program has turned out to mean much more
than a simple exchange.
We heard about this program at a meeting of
the College Hill Summit, a meeting of neighborhood leaders. The Citizens on Patrol explained that
this would be an opportunity to help people come
back into the community as good citizens. They
explained that the parolees are mostly sex offenders. Not many organizations can or are willing to
work with them, but Grace said, “Sure, we can do
that!”
We started with clearing brush, litter control,
grass cutting and planting flowers and bushes
donated by parishioners. When winter came, the
work moved inside. Junk got moved and stored;
rooms were cleared and painted. From the beginning, after the morning’s work was finished, parishioners provided the workers with a hot meal. The
guys (mostly guys) were especially appreciative

of the meal. Their appreciation was nice, but we
thought nothing more of it until the parole officer
explained that for many of them, this was the only
hot, home-cooked meal they had all month. We
cooked more food. We made sure they could take
leftovers with them. We sat and ate together and
learned their names. The food provided a common topic of conversation, of what our mothers
and grandmothers made for us. They talked of
the meals they were able to concoct from canteen
offerings and share on the inside. They began to
lead the prayers before the meal.
We learned what chores they liked and didn’t
like. They took pride in seeing the flowers they
planted come up the next year. One guy was so
proud of his work that he took a picture to show
his friends. When we needed a Sunday school
room painted before the program year began, they
worked liked beavers to get it done and wanted
to know how the kids liked it. They have stayed
beyond their three hours to finish cutting the grass.
One especially talented guy fixed the hinges on
a donated piano, a faulty valve on the boiler, and
built a new base for a water-damaged cabinet.
We are a small church so their contribution of
labor means a lot to us. They help us, and we try to
help them. What a ministry!
Mary McLain is a member of Grace Church,
College Hill.

Help Gabriel's Place grow:
sponsor a garden plot
By Julie Murray
Interchange assistant editor
Southern Ohio congregations are invited to sponsor a plot
and participate in the 2012 growing season at Gabriel’s Place
Community Garden. The Community Garden sponsorship program will underwrite the start-up costs for all the garden plots,
keeping the price of an individual plot low for local neighborhood participation.
Several levels of sponsorship are available, with varying
amounts of volunteer presence required at the garden. A $400
sponsorship level will support a plot for the full growing season,
and no volunteer hours are required. “This is one way to support
this initiative of the diocese,” says Leslie Stevenson, volunteer
coordinator at Gabriel’s Place. The sponsorship money will
cover the cost of water, seeds, soil additions and other garden
supplies, as well as the cost of gardening workshops. Vegetables
raised in unassigned plots will help supply the Community
Kitchen with fresh produce for cooking demonstrations and
classes.

Other levels of sponsorship require some level of volunteer
presence at the plot. “Donating money is great,” says the Rev.
Canon Anne Reed, Bishop Breidenthal’s representative at
Gabriel’s Place, “but what we really want is people to come to
the garden, engage the community and get to know each other,
neighbor to neighbor.”
A $200 sponsorship supports a plot for the full growing season but requires monthly attendance at Community Days at the
garden. Sponsorship levels of $100 or $75 require two to four or
four to six hours of volunteer time weekly.
A garden committee of local residents has been working to
create the policies and procedures for community gardeners.
The growing season will run from mid-March through the end
of October. Gabriel’s Place is now accepting applications from
local residents for individual and family plots.
If you are interested in participating in the Community Garden
sponsorship program, applications and more information can be
found on the Gabriel’s Place website, www.gabriels-place.org.
Applications should be returned by March 23. The first planting
day in the garden is scheduled for March 24.

Pearl Jordan, a member of St. Simon of Cyrene,
Lincoln Heights, and a volunteer at Gabriel's Place,
waters a garden plot.
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E-FREE laying groundwork for breakthroughs
In May 2010, a band of Ohio deacons and
laypeople organized E-FREE - Episcopalians
for Responsibly Empowering Ex-Offenders
-- at the invitation of the board of the
Episcopal Community Services Foundation.
Every member of E-FREE is working on
solutions to suffering and poverty related to
mass incarceration.
In its first six months, the task force organized a clergy field trip to the prisons in
Marion and drafted a resolution in support
of criminal justice reform, which was adopted by the conventions of both of Ohio’s
Episcopal dioceses.
In 2011, E-FREE members published
Interchange articles and organized advocacy
on behalf of the major reform bill ultimately
passed by the state legislature. Columbusarea members met with veteran prison
wardens Chris Money and Maggie Beichtler
to explore how local churches can tap their
expertise to start aiding people to succeed
in re-entry.
This led to the partnership with Money’s new
EMBARK ministry in Reynoldsburg. ECSF
made a seed-money challenge grant, which
was matched by other donors including
the Sisters of the Transfiguration, St. John’s
Worthington, and several individuals.
Meeting during diocesan convention last
November, E-FREE members set two top
goals for 2012:
▪ To partner with other stakeholders to continue Ohio’s rapid progress in criminal justice
reform.
▪ To organize a day-long May 5 conference
including seminars showing people how they
can assist prison ministries, reentry programs, or criminal justice reform.
The May 5 conference will include a panel of
four ex-offenders and is part of the three-day
Thurgood Marshall Symposium organized
by the Union of Black Episcopalians. The
keynoter is the Rev. Canon Petero Sabune,
winner of a major humanitarian award as a
chaplain at Sing Sing Prison in New York and
serving now as the Africa Partnerships officer
on the Presiding Bishop’s staff. Sabune also
will speak May 3 at Christ Church Cathedral
as part of a city-wide, two-day summit on
prophetic preaching and racial justice organized by the AMOS Project, a faith-based
community organizing initiative in Cincinnati.
A survivor of the genocide perpetrated by Idi
Amin, Sabune will illuminate the theological
and practical vocation of restorative justice
by contrasting the truth and reconciliation
work of Africans with the huge human cost
of mass incarceration in the United States.
E-FREE has a growing list of Episcopalians
active in prison and re-entry work, several of
whom will be leading workshops at the May
5 conference. To share news of what you
are doing or connect with other E-FREErs in
your area, contact E-FREE co-chairs, the Rev.
Jackie Burns at jaslan@columbus.rr.com and
the Rev. Irene Radcliff at imradcliff@yahoo.
com.

Christine
Money meets
with Debby
Stokes (at
left) and
another
mentor during training
for EMBARK
navigators.

From terror to hope:
Inmate re-entry program embarks
By the Rev. Jackie Burns and Ariel
Miller
Interchange contributors

Burns says.
“About a half hour later the phone rings,
and it is Connie. I hear the panic in her voice.
‘I don’t have anything, they told me to call
my sister,’ Connie says. ‘My sister told me
last week that they gave all my clothes away
a long time ago.’”
Over the last few years, almost 29,000
people have been released from Ohio prisons
annually. Thousands more are under community corrections. Episcopal attorney Pam
Thurston has spent the last two years cataloguing and cross-referencing the maze of
provisions in the Ohio Revised Code which
ban people from specific jobs or licenses,
often with no rational relation to the offenses
for which they were convicted.
Last year, Ohio’s legislature, alarmed by
the ballooning cost of keeping so many people locked up in overcrowded prisons, passed
major reforms in the definition of felonies and
in sentencing. This will significantly reduce
the number of people incarcerated, allowing
many non-violent offenders to stay in their
communities where they can work and support their families.
Ohio Governor John Kasich has called for
input throughout the state and wants a bill on
his desk by June to start hacking away at the
overgrowth of collateral sanctions that impede people from getting
jobs for which they are otherwise qualified.
After Burns receives the call, she reassures Connie: “I am able
to tell Connie not to worry; I will bring her a care package that
same night.”
Burns continues, “I knocked on the door at the halfway house at
7:02 p.m., and they let me in. They called for Connie, and it was
one of those times when I truly knew how we serve as instruments.
I was no more than the hands and feet of Christ when I saw the look
on her face -- not to mention the six or seven hugs she gave me in
the ten minutes that I was there.”

Jesus makes clear that our response
to God’s love includes care for the
prisoner:
“For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger and you invited me in, I
needed clothes and you clothed me,
I was sick and you looked after me, I
was in prison and you came to visit
me.” (Matthew 25:35-36).
There’s plenty an ordinary Christian can
do about the huge challenges faced by
Ohio’s ex-offenders.
You can:
• pray
• contribute a toothbrush
• persuade people to donate stuff like a
table or sheets
• write a letter to a legislator
• give a job to a dad committed to supporting his children
• provide moral support
• vouch for a friend you’ve come to
know
Contact the Rev. Jackie Burns at
jaslan@columbus.rr.com to learn more.

Imagine yourself dropped off at a house of
strangers, with nothing but the clothes on your
back, a spare sweat suit, and $75 to launch the
rest of your life.
You have no toothbrush, deodorant, shampoo, or towel. You have no change of underwear. The manager of the halfway house takes
residents shopping once a week, but that was
yesterday.
It will be six days before you are allowed to
go to a store to buy toothpaste.
That was Connie’s plight on her first day
after release from prison Feb. 15. She is one
of the first group of men and women enrolled
in EMBARK, a re-entry program of Kindway,
the non-profit spearheaded by Reynoldsburg
United Methodist Church and directed by
retired Ohio prison warden Christine Money.
Just months old, EMBARK serves committed Christian inmates who are preparing
for release to Central Ohio. Episcopalians are
already involved at every stage, from the life
skills course for inmates taught by the Rev.
Craig Foster to the advice and support provided
by social worker Debby Stokes, who is volunteering as one of the mentors matched with every participant.
The Rev. Jackie Burns, a prison chaplain and social worker who
has dedicated her career to prison and re-entry counseling, serves as
EMBARK’s clinical and community administrator. She supervises
social work students, trains volunteers and recruits churches to help
by donating household supplies, finding housing and getting jobs.
The evening of Connie’s release, Burns receives a call that
Connie has arrived at the halfway house, terrified.
“After working through the red tape, I finally talk to a staff
member who can’t tell me where Connie is, but he will relay the
message for her to call me. I give him my number…and wait.”
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My view

Connections help us serve
By the Rev. Michael Kreutzer
Interchange contributor
It is a few minutes after 9 a.m. on a Thursday. The children
at Kemp Elementary School in Dayton have just finished their
breakfast and are on the way to their classrooms. School staff
members are in the hallways making sure that those who get
side-tracked, either talking with friends or just playing around,
remember where they are supposed to be. Latecomers are
lining up in the office, signing in and getting passes from the
secretary.
I am signing in at the office as well. This is my 10th year
of tutoring children as part of the Kemp School Community
Partnership, which brings together members of five neighborhood churches, along with several additional volunteers, to
serve the needs of our children. It is our year-after-year service
together that has made our partnership an important part of the
school’s program. At the same time, it has enabled us to build
relationships among our churches, connections that make
us more effective in serving those around us in the name of
Christ.
Over the years, I have worked with students of all ages, up
through the eighth grade. This year, I am assisting an intervention specialist in helping our youngest group: those in kindergarten through second grade who need special assistance.
Halfway through the school year, some can now read basic
“sight words,” while others still have trouble distinguishing
between different letters of the alphabet. Each one, it seems,
faces different challenges to his or her learning.
As I make my way down the hallway, I meet teachers, staff
members and students whom I have come to know. Over the
course of the morning, I will see Janet, from my church, St.
Mark’s; Hank and Irene, members of Corinth Presbyterian
Church; Maryellen, from St. Helen’s Catholic Church; Deb,
from Community United Methodist Church; and Steve, pastor
of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. They are just some of the team
of volunteers who come to Kemp each week to work directly
with the students. Over the years, we have formed connections
with each other, connections that bind us together in service to
the children of our community, connections that open doors
for other forms of cooperative ministry as well.
The tutors form the core of our ministry at Kemp, but many
more people are connected to our work as well. Members
of all our partner churches come together each August, for
example, to host a free cookout at the school on the Friday
before classes begin. It brings together faculty, staff, students
and teachers and forms the basis for better communications
among all of them during the year. Most of our cookout volunteers have been with us for several years and greet each other
as old friends.
Other members of our churches, who do not work in the
school itself, are connected to our ministry as well. Many
provide school supplies for students who cannot afford to
buy them. Some have purchased hats, gloves and coats for
children who do not have them. Many of you have helped as
well by your contributions to Episcopal Community Services
Foundation, which has provided us with a series of grants,
enabling the school to buy and give appropriate books to
students, some of whom have never had a book of their own.
You, too, are connected to our ministry.

The Rev. Mike
Kreutzer works
with children
at Kemp
Elementary
School in Dayton
as part of a
School-Church
Partnership.

Over the course of any year, special needs arise, and
our connections with one another help us to address them.
Recently, for example, the school’s principal, Renaldo O’Neal,
stopped me in the hallway to ask if we could help with a
special request. The school keeps a washer and dryer in the
elementary area, both to launder school uniforms donated for
students in need and to take care of accidents that our younger
children have from time to time. The dryer had broken and
could not be repaired, and there was no money in the school’s
or district’s budget to replace it. I told him that I would see
what I could do.
When I returned to my office, I sent an e-mail to our main
contact at each of our member churches, describing the need
and asking who could help. Neither the Lutherans nor the
Methodists had a dryer available. The Presbyterians did, but it
used natural gas, and the school has only an electrical hookup.
The pastoral associate at the Catholic church replied that they
had an electric dryer to donate but had no way to get it there.
I called a parishioner who has a truck, and we picked it up at
an old convent and delivered it to the school. Problem solved.
Need addressed. Children served. Connections.
Our connections in ministry are not limited to just one
school and to our shared ministry there. While ours is the only
cooperative School-Church Partnership (SCP) of its kind in
our area, there are nearly 100 other local churches who are
involved, in one way or another, with many other local schools.
We are all connected with one another by a regional SCP
Board, based at Dayton’s Westminster Presbyterian Church. I
and the other six members of the board meet quarterly to find
ways of encouraging the formation of other partnerships and
of supporting those involved in this ministry.
Our connections with others continue to grow. We have
managed to get the good news of our ministries out to many
others via our church websites and by personal connections
with others far from the Greater Dayton area. Currently,
schools and churches in California, Illinois, Massachusetts
and Minnesota are connected with our local School-Church

Partnership community. We also have been contacted by
others in Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, New York, Tennessee and Texas, and in the
Canadian province of Alberta, asking about our local work and
hoping to use our experiences to form or enhance programs
of their own.
All too often, when we develop ministries to address the
needs of God’s people, we tend to isolate ourselves, at least
psychologically, from other churches, Episcopal as well as
those of other traditions. And we limit our scope to include
only those whom our parish decides to serve. That seems like
a curious approach to take in a church tradition that celebrates
our place within a worldwide communion of churches, united
with one another in one Lord, one faith, one baptism.
For many years, those dedicated to the environmental
movement have encouraged people to “Think globally and
act locally.” That is not a bad model for us to use in other
forms of service as well: working in our local communities
but forming connections with others who are engaged in,
or want to become engaged in, similar ministries. Together,
we can make important contributions, not only in our own
neighborhoods but also in places far beyond the reach of our
individual churches.
If we are willing to reach out to others in creative partnerships, to make connections with others who are committed
to serving the same needs, we might just find that our work
together is much more effective than the work we could have
done as one parish alone. Our network of connections might
just continue to grow, enabling fellow believers, both within
our local communities and far away, to form connections
of their own. All those various collaborative approaches to
ministry can enable the wider church to be more faithful in
serving God’s people in the name of the one who came to
serve us all.
The Rev. Mike Kreutzer is rector of St. Mark’s, Dayton, and dean of
the Dayton Deanery. Contact him at makreutzer@ameritech.net.
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Epiphany through taxes
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
When Anne Griffiths opened her Sunday
New York Times Jan. 29, a centerfold honoring this year’s winners of $10,000 Nordstrom
scholarships caught her eye. To her delight,
she discovered that one of the elite group is
a senior at Western Hills High School, the
urban public high school closest to Anne’s
parish, St. James, Cincinnati.
It was a refreshing moment in a city where
it’s customary for voters – black or white – to
trash the public schools and predict doom for
the children they serve.
Just five days later, Anne and fellow
parishioners met that student, Whitney
Hollinsgworth, while on campus to help
families to fill out the dreaded FAFSA, or
Free Application for Federal Student Aid,
which students must complete in order to
apply for virtually all kinds of scholarships
or loans.
Whitney, who is the 2012 valedictorian, has already been admitted to Xavier
University in Cincinnati with a presidential
scholarship. She stopped by the computer
lab to work on another scholarship application that could prove even more helpful in
closing the huge gap these students face
between their families’ resources and the
steeply rising cost of a college education.
It was the third year in a row that Benefit
Bank volunteers from St. James and other
Cincinnati churches have teamed up with
college counselors at West High to throw a
party in the school computer labs, showing
parents and children how to use the online
Ohio Benefit Bank software to complete
their federal and state tax returns for free.
Once they do, it takes most low-income
families just a few more clicks to finish and
submit the FAFSA.
The project was launched by ECSF in
2010 thanks to a tax outreach grant from
the Ohio Association of Second Harvest
Foodbanks, lead agency for the Ohio Benefit
Bank, which had just introduced a free, selfserve version that Ohio residents can use to
complete and e-file federal and state taxes as
well as the FAFSA.
ECSF was testing a hunch that students’
internet fluency, parents’ knowledge of the
family’s resources, and the user-friendly
software would make it possible for them to
sail through the daunting forms.
Arriving with trays of snacks, the church
volunteers settled in to listen to students
and parents discuss hopes and plans, while
helping them find the right number to
plug in from their tax forms. Members
of the West High Class of 2012 already

have been accepted to Ohio State, the
University of Cincinnati, Berea College,
Tuskegee, Florida A & M and many other
colleges.
Now they need enough financial aid to
accept those opportunities.
It’s quite an epiphany to sit next to a student who discovers that
his family will not be
expected to pay tuition
and that he qualifies
for a $5,000 Pell Grant.
It’s another to witness
a mother and daughter
discover that they can
do their own taxes. This
mother paid a commercial tax prep firm over
$300 to complete a
simple return based on
a single W-2 last year.
Most of these students are the first in
their family to attempt
to go to college, trying
to navigate in a world
for which they have no
map. They are seniors in a K-12 school
retention initiative called Project Grad.
Completing the FAFSA is one of the final
hurdles in years of effort to ensure these children graduate and get financial aid.
Many leave home at 18 or are kicked out
for a variety of reasons “just when they need
their parents most to succeed in this transition,” says Jason Wilkes, college readiness
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coordinator for Project GRAD.
Early February is a period of huge stress
for everyone. Students who complete the
FAFSA by Feb. 15 have access to a far bigger pool of grants and loans than those who
hang back.
The school’s help
night used to draw only
about 12 parents out
of almost 100 graduating seniors, Wilkes
reports. Always ready
with encouragement
and whimsy to share
with students, he hardly
sleeps during the weeks
before that deadline.
This year 39 students
and 25 parents took part
in tax/FAFSA sessions
organized by ECSF and
St. James on Feb. 3 and
Feb. 8 at the school’s
request. “More than
double!” Wilkes says.
“I think the ability to
file taxes with guided
assistance--not to mention the tasty treats--was
a real draw for our families.”
This year the atmosphere in the West High
computer lab became more and more festive
as families made their way through the task,
with counselors and volunteers standing by
to pitch in if needed.
The affection between the teachers and
students was a joy to witness. The Rev. Jim
Strader, St. James’ new rector, stopped by to

meet families and faculty during both days.
He quickly found himself brainstorming
with college counselors on other ways the
parish could help these inspiring students,
such as the school’s career exploration
program.
“The impact of sitting next to a student
who is entering 'homeless' on the form as
they prepare to go to college really brings the
ministry of all the baptized down to a deep
and real level,” Strader said later.
Last year’s West High valedictorian was
aiming for Notre Dame. Her mother and
youngest brother were in a shelter while she
and other siblings were staying with teachers
or school friends. While juggling her own
demanding courses, living with a teacher’s
family in Northern Kentucky, volunteering,
working, and completing college and financial aid applications, she was striving to help
a younger brother stay focused at a different
school while living with another family in
Cincinnati.
The middle-class Episcopal volunteers –
among them a college professor, a financial
advisor and a jewelry designer – found
themselves rooting ardently for these children from such a different background, all
the platitudes about “inner-city schools” and
“children at risk” eclipsed by the wonderful
young people in this school.
Classes are being held in trailers while
West High’s neoclassical 20th century building is being renovated. Students have embellished the trailer walls with sophisticated
graphics they’ve designed to illustrate the
careers they are aiming for, from architecture
to biomedical engineering. Griffiths brought
in the New York Times with the photograph
of Whitney so it could be laminated and
posted on the wall as well.
A gentle boy who had just finished his
FAFSA pondered what school codes to
enter. “I’d like to study nursing, and stay
in Ohio. I wonder which colleges offer it?”
he mused.
“Wright State has a great nursing program!” a girl called from across the room.
“That’s where I am planning to go.”
“That’s the college-going culture we’re
trying to create here,” said Jason Wilkes at
the end of a long but successful day. “It’s
facilitated by events like this.”
Most Ohio families with an adjusted gross
income of $60,000 or less can use the selfserve Ohio Benefit Bank to complete their
federal and state returns for free. To learn
more about it, visit www.ohiobenefits.org.
To find out how churches have been using
it to connect students to tax credits and
financial aid, contact ECSF’s Ariel Miller at
513-221-0547 or ECSF@eos.net
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Mission Corner: Role
of community organizing
Preach the gospel at all times; when
necessary use words. Francis of Assisi.

ABC soup: Ways to get involved

If you’re feeling compelled to engage in
community organizing, here are some good
organizations:
IAF – Industrial Areas Foundation
www.industrialareasfoundation.org
DART – Direct Action and Research Training
www.thedartcenter.org
PICO National Network of faith-based
community organizers
http://www.piconetwork.org
Gamaliel Foundation – www.gamaliel.org
Core Change – An Appreciative Inquiry
Summit to bring together residents and
leadership who may not know each other to
create new solutions to the challenges of the
urban core
CCDA – Christian Community Development
Association www.ccda.org

By the Rev. Canon Anne Reed
Interchange contributor
What is community organizing all about?
Why does it make sense for a congregation
to get involved in community-wide conversations? IAF, DART, PICO, the Gamaliel
Foundation, Core Change, CCDA … We
can stomach only so much alphabet soup
before our eyes to glaze over.
Why should the church care about these
organizations? And what does this have to
do with living our faith?
For many years, these questions arose
within me when I talked with colleagues
who were involved in community organizing venture. The connection between
community organizing and the health of the
congregations seemed ambiguous at best.
Even today, the name Saul Alinsky, generally considered the founder of community
organizing, is nearly always bandied about
by politicians. If the founder of community
organizing is linked so closely with politics,
then shouldn’t the church steer clear?
Feeding the hungry, it seems, should be
sufficient to respond to the call of God; politics and the church don’t mix.
In the early 1990s, the Christian
Community Development Association had
a large gathering in Baltimore. Hundreds
of people from all Christian traditions,
Mennonite to Pentecostal, baptist to catholic,
gathered to share stories about the wonder of
putting faith in action by standing in solidarity with the poor. The power of love and
forgiveness was tangible as one woman told
her story of being assaulted and returning the
next day to share God’s love in the neighborhood in which she lived and worked. The
awareness that living faithfully might mean
putting myself at risk was a new concept for
me. It was also a glimpse of faith in action
as providing a voice for and with those who
were being beaten down by unhelpful systems and structures.
Then, in 1995, I was studying in a doctor of ministry program, which included a
weeklong presentation from a community
organizer who was also a parish priest. The
class had such an impact on my colleagues

The Rev. Canon Anne Reed joined other Episcopalians and more than 100 area advocates durand me that, for some of us, changed our
lives forever.
Many of us spend our time in the church listening to the scriptures each week and reflecting on our life experiences in the context of
our faith community. We come to church to
be emboldened to be better people Monday
through Saturday. All of this is good and worthy. On our journeys, however, God asks a bit
more of us. Scripture tells us that we are to
“…do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly
with our God.” God sent Jesus to be present
– to incarnate God’s love to the world. As
Jesus’ hands and feet, we are to do the same.
Loving and walking are, in some ways, the
simplest expectations to fulfill. And although
love is not without its pain, it doesn’t feel
political to love. Justice, on the other hand,
is seen as a political act, rather than an act of
faith. The perspective that church and politics
do not go together has value to a point. But
Jesus spoke truth to power, and recovering
a voice for those on the margins of society
is just as important as the more quiet acts of
loving and walking.
It was surprising to discover that organizing skills speak to all three: justice, love, and
mercy. Justice flows from love and mercy.
At the heart of organizing and communitywide conversations is relationship building.
Listening to the story of another through the
one-to-one relationship meeting is the initial

phase of any community organizing work.
Active listening is a skill, and community organizing groups teach people how to
engage that skill. It is amazing to learn how
little we know about the people with whom
we share the common cup on Sunday. I have
seen congregations engage in a church-wide
listening campaign so effectively that it has
changed the way they understand each other
and how they reach out to those who don’t
attend. The capacity of the congregations to
focus their ministry was expanded through
the listening process, and the effectiveness
of their Gospel message was, and continues
to be, profound. Lives are changed because
they used the skills acquired through participation with a community organizing group
to listen, learn and live differently as a faith
community. Often the focus with community organizing is to speak with others on
issues to effect a change in the social and
political systems toward a more Gospellike orientation. Organizing involves the
development of partnerships and cooperative experiences that can change the rhetoric
in a community.
Community-wide gatherings are another
way to build relationships. Small groups
gathering in the context of a large community meeting can begin the process of
transformation. In small groups, we might
discover that we all have the same values,

regardless of where we live or our socialeconomic status. We want good, healthy
food. We want everyone to be able to have
economic security. We want everyone to be
respected and loved.
In fact, most communities want what we
claim in our Baptismal Covenant: loving
our neighbor as we love ourselves striving
for justice and peace among all people and
respecting the dignity of every human being.
This only becomes possible when we, as
a community, break down the barriers that
separate us, and we listen to each other.
Speaking the truth in love to each other is best
managed when we have a relationship with
the person. Getting to know our neighbors
has an impact on our capacity to love them.
Back to the original question: why does
it make sense for a congregation to get
involved in community-wide conversations
and community organizing? We need to
engage the community more broadly because
these experiences help us live into our baptismal promises. These experiences challenge
our complacency and help us move deeper
into our relationship with Christ. Our spiritual
health and the health of the church depend on
our willingness to build relationships outside
the church and to develop partnerships in living into our Gospel values.
The Rev. Canon Anne Reed is the canon for
mission in the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Contact her at areed@diosohio.org.
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Mèci!
As the Diocese of Southern Ohio winds
down the matching grant challenge to Rebuild
Our Church in Haiti, we would like to thank
everyone who contributed to this incredible
project.
Parishes all over the diocese chipped in,
and as of Shrove Tuesday, the last day of the
campaign, our total donations reached nearly
$50,000 --that’s more than $20,000 over our
original goal. Parish donations during the season of Epiphany will be matched by Bishop
Thomas E. Breidenthal with a grant from the
Procter Fund. This means that if you donated to
Rebuild Our Church before Lent, your donation
has been doubled -- that’s twice as much assistance going to build the new cathedral complex
in Port-au-Prince!
Holy Trinity Cathedral was not only a place
of worship for Christians but also a place for all
people who long for God. It was a reservoir of
the arts and of Haitian culture, and a place to
which children and adults came to be educated
and help move their nation into the future. The
efforts to rebuild the cathedral are in concert
with those of governmental agencies and international non-profits, laboring to create with the
Haitian people a brighter hope; they are not
only a reminder of God’s goodness but also a
testament to the goodwill of the Episcopalians
here in Southern Ohio.
Each Sunday we are invited to “Ascribe to
the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offering and come into his courts.” We have been
blessed to have this opportunity to partner with
our neighbors, our brothers and sisters in the
Diocese of Haiti, and to make our offering as
well as to help rebuild His courts. The work is
not yet over; if you have not made a donation,
you may still do so. Checks should be made
payable to Rebuild Our Church and sent to
the Diocese of Southern Ohio, attn: Haiti, 412
Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. You
can also donate securely online at www.diosohio.org/haiti.
Mèci, or thank you, to everyone who has participated. Truly, Men anpil chay pa lou – many
hands make light work!
Emily Pucker & Bertie Ray III
Southern Ohio campaign co-chairs
Rebuild Our Church
This photo illustration by Dave Drachlis superimposes the
famous cathedral murals with the post-earthquake rubble.

