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ST. JAMES SERVES UP PANCAKES,

150-YEAR TRADITION
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Even though the undercroft had a dirt floor, the ladies of St. James,
Zaneville, brought in their best linens and finest china and silver for
the annual Shrove Tuesday dinner. It was a feast for the church family – and for the community, and only the best would do.
Since before the Civil War, St. James has celebrated Shrove Tuesday with a community pancake
dinner, and the tradition continued this year with
the congregation located about an hour east of
Columbus serving a homemade feast to hundreds.
“This is one of the ways we share with the com-

munity,” says Sherry Gillespie, chair of the event. “For the church,
it's like the family coming together for a holiday feast. And for the
community, it's more than just coming in to pay for a ticket and to
eat a meal … We extend our best hospitality to the community.”
The English tradition of a pancake supper on the day
before Ash Wednesday is enjoyed by many Episcopal
churches across the country. But St. James' pancake supper
features a recipe that came from England to Zanesville more
than 150 years ago. Despite gentle _prodding, Gillespie
won't share the recipe with readers of Interchange.
“I can't give out the recipe,” she says, half laughing, half
serious. “I'd be afraid of all the ghosts of the older women
coming back to haunt me.”

PLEASE SEE BATTER UP, PAGE 3

Laura
Tompkins,
top, and
Nicole
Dickerson,
right, help
carry on the
Shrove
Tuesday
Pancake
Supper tradition at St.
James,
Zanesville.

ECSF pioneers Benefit Bank in Ohio
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
What if a volunteer in a church food pantry could
hand a family a passport to self-sufficiency, along with
a bag of groceries?
The determination to do exactly that inspired members
of five Cincinnati churches - St. Stephen’s, Holy Spirit,
Our Saviour, St. Philip’s, and Ascension & Holy Trinity to sign up with the very first group of Ohioans to be
trained to use the Benefit Bank, the National Council of
Churches’ newest anti-poverty tool. They were recruited
by the Episcopal Community Services Foundation,
which is partnering with NCC to launch this project in
Ohio, thanks to a grant from the Jessie Ball DuPont Fund.
The Benefit Bank is web-based software that can be
used by church staff or volunteers to help low-income
people to discover if they are eligible for tax credits or
public benefits like Medicaid. Once the applicant’s
information is entered in, the software can fill out tax
returns and applications in minutes. Any group can use
this software for free, but they must sign a commitment
never to charge a fee to anyone served.

PLEASE SEE NEW PROGRAM, PAGE 4

Carol Gomez of Ascension & Holy Trinity (at left) and Dorothy Boyd of St.
Stephen's learn how to use the Benefit Bank.

REFLECTIONS

Lent: a rich time, indeed
We are now in the first days of
the season of Lent. The theme of
this season is well known to faithful
Christians. We acknowledge that in
our humanity we fall short of the
mark, sometimes yielding to, sometimes being overcome by, the
“worldly temptations” all around
us. If this was the entire Lenten
message, it would be a depressing
season.
But in each of the collects for
Lent, there is a parallel theme. We
are reminded that if we are steadfast in our faith and truly repentant
of our sinfulness, then through
Jesus, there is forgiveness, mercy,
salvation and ultimately joy.
Strangely enough, I have always
loved the season of Lent. It reminds
me that although I often err and
stray, I am not alone in that wandering. If I were alone, then depression would soon overpower me.
But each year in the season of Lent,
I am provided with a ritual opportunity to acknowledge my sinfulness, and then, before it overcomes
me, to hear Jesus' promise of forgiveness and love. That message
yanks me right up from any temptation to wallow over the marks I
have missed and instead gives me
strength to aim truer at the new
ones that lie ahead.
When I was a camp counselor
many decades ago, my elective
speciality was archery. Over the
course of each camp session, I
launched many a Robin Hood or
Maid Marion, and I enjoyed
watching the aim of those young

p e o p l e
improve with
each arrow
released. By
camp's end,
most of them
were shooting
more arrows
into the straw
target than the
surrounding
trees. My philosophy was
to have them
examine each
missed shot to
see what wass needed to help aim
straighter the next time. At the end
of the camp, every elective had an
exhibition for the rest of campers. I
formed shooting teams balanced
with those who had become expert
shots and those who still had a
ways to go. That way, each team
came out a winner. No one in my
elective ever left that event without
a patch of recognition.
Lent is the church's time for us to
examine the times we have missed
the target in order that we can aim
straighter the next time. Each day
in Lent, we are called to exercise
self-examination and introspection.
By that discipline, we are called
into closer union with Jesus Christ
our Savior. Then, on Easter morn
we are invited to stand with Him
and share in the prize that Christ
has won for us, knowing that we
could not achieve that alone. Easter
reminds us that life on Jesus' team
brings victory for us over the worst
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that life deals out.
Today in our church, we are
being called to look deeply into
how we live with our fellow
Christians so that we may repent
when we have fallen short.
Different voices characterize how
the church has missed the mark in
different ways. Some say we have
strayed far away from the Biblical
standards for right living, and others say we have forgotten the basic
message of Jesus to love one another and respect the dignity of all our
fellow human beings. Either way,
the church is being called into a
Lenten examination. I do not think
this is bad. Just as I believe Lent is
good for us, so I believe it is good
for us as a church to look deep
within ourselves and examine what
God is calling us to at this time. Just
as I am convicted by the ultimate
victory of Christ in Easter, so too
am I convinced that in the end it is
God's will, not humanity's, that will
prevail.
Here in Southern Ohio, in this
time between diocesan bishops, our
diocese has the opportunity to look
within ourselves and see what God
is calling for us to become. As busy
as we are getting ready for General
Convention and preparing for our
own election, we must not miss the
mark – we must take time to stop,
pray, listen and meditate on God's
word.
In most of our congregations this
Lent, there will be offered extra
opportunities for study and prayer.
Take advantage of these offerings!

As I read the newsletters of each
congregation (and I do read them
all), I am impressed by the breadth
and depth and creativity of our clergy and lay educators. Take advantage of this wealth.
On a diocesan level, we have
scheduled our 2006 Theologian-inResidence, the Rev. Frank Wade, to
be with us four times. He will be all
over the diocese, offering his
expertise and advice to help us hit
the mark. We also have sessions for
presbyters and deacons (so they
may be refreshed themselves) and a
day set aside for laity to spend time
with their bishop. We have youth
events, deanery events and various
parish and wider retreats. Search
these out. During March, I will be
going away with my brother and
sister bishops for eight days. Part of
that time will be spent in silent
retreat. This gathering always falls
in Lent and is a vital part of my
ongoing formation.
Lent is a rich time, a time of discovery and a time of renewal.
Make use of this time well. And
then, when the 40 days are spent,
stand tall with the rest of your team
and be recognized as Christ's own
forever. With Christ as your master
archer, claim the prize that awaits
us all: forgiveness, love, salvation
and joy, all placed squarely in the
bull's eye of life. Savor the victor's
reward.
Bishop Price serves as bishop in
Southern Ohio. Contact him at
bishop_price@episcopal-dso.org.

Bishop and Congregational Leaders share day, ministry
Bishop Kenneth Price invites all congregational leaders to join him for a day of learning and
fellowship. Anyone is welcome, but the program primarily is geared to lay leaders, which
includes all members of vestries and mission councils, youth leaders, Sunday School
teachers and other congregational leaders.
The morning session, “Living Creatively in a Time of Transition,” features the diocese's theologian-in-residence, the Rev. Frank Wade, who will lead a discussion about how to use
this time creatively and productively instead of living in anxiety or crisis mode. The afternoon session, “Translating the Uniqueness of the Episcopal Church into Opportunities for
Growth,” will explore how the Episcopal Church works. We'll talk about what makes the
Episcopal Church an exciting and unique place and how we can share our joy about our
faith with others.
Cost is $12 and includes lunch. Register/pay online or download a form to mail in with a
check. Send registrations and payments to Kay Sturm, The Bishop's Center, 125 E. Broad
Street, Columbus 43215. Deadline for registrations is March 6.
The Rev. Frank Wade
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FROM PAGE 1
About 30 years ago, the keeper of the pancake recipe
retired. The priest at the time had to go to her house and
ask her to please, please share the recipe, Gillespie says.
“We put a lot of love and care into the pancakes - into
the whole dinner,” Gillespie says. “The pancake batter
is all stirred by hand and made from scratch. There's
nothing low-cal about this meal. We use buttermilk and
lard. When my grandparents were still butchering, we
used the rendered lard fresh from the farm.”
In addition to the pancakes, the menu has changed little since the supper began. There's ham and escalloped
potatoes, green beans and apple sauce. Jellies and jams
for the pancakes, and
of course, maple
syrup. Homemade
maple syrup.
In booklets passed
from one pancake
supper chairwoman
to another, yellowed
page after page of
finely turned handwriting lists ingredients, seating charts
and budgets. For the
Shrove Tuesday supper in 1948, the menu
included 185 pounds
of
ham
(cost:
$103.60) and 25
pounds of flour
Widad Joseph helps with the
($1.47).
This year - like supper.
every year, pretty
much everyone in the congregation helped with the
Shrove Tuesday supper. If they weren't sick or snowbirds vacationing in Florida, they were signed up for a
job. Gillespie's 10-year-old grandson manned the coatroom. Gillespie started making the syrup a few days
before the dinner (and graciously shared that recipe
with readers).
The women gathered Tuesday morning to peel about
120 pounds of potatoes. The men of the congregation
cooked the pancakes, and everyone helped with set-up,
serving and clean-up.
“I took over stirring the pancakes about 15 years
ago,” Gillespie says. “It was from a lady who was in
her 80s. All the older women in the church watched me
like a hawk. I thought, Am I going to have to be 70
years old before they trust me to stir the pancakes?’ But
it's a position of importance in the church … to be the
pancake stirrer or the chair of the kitchen means something. This supper is part of our life together as the
church.”

Recipe for St. James' Maple Syrup
4 cups of white sugar
4 cups of brown sugar
4 cups of boiling water

1 cup of carob syrup
pinch of salt
1 tbs of Mapelene flavoring

Add the white and brown sugar and carob syrup into the boiling water and boil
until it's all dissolved. Then add Mapelene and salt. Let it boil for a few minutes.
Then skim off the foam and let cool.
Normally takes eight batches of this syrup for St. James Pancake Supper. Divide
recipe accordingly for needed yield.

About Shrove Tuesday
Shrove Tuesday is the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, which is the first day of
Lent. It's a day of penitence, to clean the soul, and a day of celebration as the
last chance to feast before Lent begins.
Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of shriving that Christians used to
undergo in the past. In shriving, a person confesses their sins and receives
absolution for them.
When a person receives absolution for their sins, they are forgiven for them and
released from the guilt and pain.
The custom of a pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday, the day before Ash
Wednesday, was brought to the United States by English - and Anglican - settlers. Today many Episcopal churches celebrate Shrove Tuesday with a traditional
pancake supper.
But there's more to Shrove Tuesday than pigging out on pancakes. The pancakes
themselves are part of an ancient custom with deeply religious roots. In the old
days there were many foods that observant Christians would not eat during
Lent, including meat and fish, fats, eggs and milky foods.
So that no food was wasted, families would have a feast on the shriving
Tuesday, and eat up all the foods that wouldn't last the 40 days of Lent.
Pancakes became associated with Shrove Tuesday as they were a dish that
could use up all the eggs, fats and milk in the house with just the addition of
flour.
Source: www.bbc.co.uk

Pancake racing
Another English tradition of Shrove Tuesday is the pancake race.
Pancake races are thought to have begun in 1445. A woman had lost track of
the time on Shrove Tuesday and was busy cooking pancakes in her kitchen.
Suddenly she heard the church bell ringing to call the faithful to church for
confession. The woman raced out of her house and ran all the way to church,
still holding her frying pan and wearing her apron.
One of the most famous pancake races is held at Olney in Buckinghamshire over
a 415-yard course. The rules are strict; contestants have to toss their pancake at
the start and the finish, as well as wear an apron and a scarf. The race is followed by a church service.
Since 1950 Olney has competed with Liberal, Kansas, which holds an identical
race, to see which town can produce the fastest competitor. After the 2000
race, Liberal was leading with 26 wins to Olney's 24.
All Saints, Pleasant Ridge, decided this year to start a local tradition of a pancake race. All Saints joined with other churches in the area to host Cincinnati's
first Annual Pancake Race. Teams of four dashed 50 yards, tossing their pancakes three times before crossing the finish line. Proceeds from the $15 entry
fee for teams went to ASHA, a school for poor girls in Bangladesh that helps
them learn to read, write and sew, in order that they might pull themselves out of
poverty. This school was founded by the sister of an All Saints parishioner and
receives ongoing support from the All Saints Mission Committee.
Source: www.bbc.co.uk

260+ recommended as ninth bishop
BY PAT ELLERTSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The Nominating Committee for the 9th
Bishop received 264 unduplicated recommendations of people to serve as the next
diocesan bishop of Southern Ohio. Of
those recommendations, At press time, 40
people had accepted the recommendations and sent in requested material.
Committee members completed more
than 150 phone calls asking for recommendations of people that fit our criteria. Susan
Pace, committee administrator, followed
these calls with letters of thanks to those

who talked with us and letters of invitation
to every person recommended. She also
invited all persons whose names surfaced in
our search of the Clergy Deployment Office
national database of clergy.
When a person accepts our invitation,
an acknowledgement letter is sent that
asks for a resume, Clergy Deployment
Office profile with education, clergy
positions and interests, and responses to
three questions that speak to the preferred
criterion for our next bishop.
These questions ask the person to
describe actual experiences they have had
in each area, including the context of
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their story, the action they took and the
outcome. Counting all the thank you letters, invitations, and requests for information, Pace has mailed 775 individually
prepared letters.
As acceptances grow and materials
arrive, the committee has moved into its
initial screening-in process, with meetings on three consecutive weekends in
February and early March. Those
screened-in will move into the next stage
– team phone calls beginning in April.
For more information on the nominating process, visit the diocesan website at
www.episcopal-dso.org, Bishop Search.

NEWS

Bold, holy and audacious:
churches aim to transform lives
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Two years ago, the Rev. David
Bailey preached a sermon to his congregation at St. Stephen's, Mt. Healthy.
“I know,” he said, “that God is calling us to a ministry in this community
which is bold, holy and audacious. All
we have to do it figure out what that is.”
Parishioner Lois Tuttle came up to
him after church with the answer.
“I think,” she told him, “God is calling us to fill out forms for people.”
Bailey was elated to learn of the
Benefit Bank at an ECSF workshop
last summer, and took the news home
to Tuttle and other parish leaders
immediately. St. Stephen's was the
very first organization in the entire
state of Ohio to request Benefit Bank
training. They sent more people - five to the first week of training than any
other group except the FreeStore
FoodBank, which provides food to 500
hunger programs across 20 counties.
Three of St. Stephen's Benefit Bank
counselors are senior citizens who
have barely used the Internet before
but who are determined to help their
neighbors get out of poverty.
Bailey and his outreach committee
have been working for more than 18
months to overcome the balkanization
of Springfield Township, where political jurisdictions and human services are
so fragmented that the working poor
often have to spend hours on a bus to get

Parishioners from Holy Spirit and St. Stephen's, both in Cincinnati, learn how to operate
the Benefit Bank, a program designed to help low-income people with the hurdles of
applying for assistance.
to the emergency assistance programs
authorized to serve them – assuming
they can even find out where these are.
The parish has spearheaded a coalition
of area churches, human service agencies, and township officials, with the
hope of improving coordination.
They see the Benefit Bank as a way to
build trust and reduce bureaucratic hurdles.
“We want to be able to use the
Benefit Bank to invite people into a
partnership,” said Bailey. “If we learn
about a specific need, we can start programming for it.”
Added parishioner Dorothy Boyd:“A
person who comes for help shouldn't
have to go to five places. We're supposed to be bringing people out of

despair into hope. That takes more than
a church or a single denomination. It
takes a networked community.”
Four parishioners at the inner-city
Church of Our Saviour have been
trained as Benefit Bank counselors,
and they plan to use it to augment
parish ministries already underway,
including their GED class and programs for ex-offenders.
Holy Spirit intends to use it as part of
a major expansion of their role in Forest
Park. “Over the past several years we
have noticed that the demographics of
our community have changed,” said the
Rev. Dave Halt. “More and more of the
population surrounding us are struggling young families who are seeking

the security of a suburban lifestyle. As
we seek to reach out to our community,
we needed to find a starting point that
would take advantage of what we had
to offer in terms of people-hours and
space, but something that could lead us
into a deeper involvement in the social
ministry needs of our community. For
us, the most effective form of evangelism is to begin to meet the physical and
social needs of those amongst whom
we live. This is what the Benefit Bank
does for us. Through being a site we
will have an immediate impact on our
surrounding community.”
Holy Spirit already is working with a
nearby health clinic that will refer
patients for help in applying for
Medicaid, and they plan to offer the
Benefit Bank services to families using
a daycare center housed in the church.
Of the 36 people from 15 organizations trained in the first Ohio Benefit
Bank classes, 13 are Episcopalian,
including three priests - Bailey, Halt,
and the Rev. Debbie Gamble of St.
Philip's - and two deacons-in-training,
Tom Southerland and Jeanne Miller.
Other churches planning to join the
project this spring include Our Saviour,
Mechanicsburg, Trinity, Columbus,
and St. Paul's, Martins Ferry. ECSF
will be working with participating
churches and partners such as the
Children's Defense Fund to try out
wrap-around services that could be
offered with the tax and application
help, such as financial literacy classes.

New program offers assistance
FROM PAGE 1

Potential impact
The National Council of Churches
won grants to develop the Benefit
Bank because the working poor in the
United States are failing to claim billions of dollars a year in tax credits and
public benefits. For a low-wage family
with children, these resources can add
up to more than $10,000 a year. Now
that people receiving public assistance
are required to work, benefits like food
stamps, Medicaid and child care
vouchers are called “work supports”
rather than “ welfare.” These represent
Congress’ commitment under the
1997 Welfare Reform Act to make up
the difference between the wages entrylevel people are able to earn and the real
cost of living. Many eligible people are
deterred from applying by limited literacy and work schedules that make it
almost impossible to attend the appointments -- often several per application it can take before a caseworker can
approve a family for benefits.
The Benefit Bank questions are written
at a 4th grade level and will soon be available in Spanish and Haitian Creole as well

as English. In addition to filling out the
forms completely, the Benefit Bank provides applicants with a checklist of the supporting documents they need to attach. The
counselor can help them assemble all the
documentation so that the application
arrives complete at the county office, reducing the need for multiple appointments.
Public benefits matter because the
assistance churches can provide is
miniscule compared to the need. Ohio
residents must earn $12/hr to afford a
two-bedroom market-rate apartment.
Many working families are below the
poverty level even with two wage earners. In May of 2005, the Ohio United
Way calculated that a parent with two
preschool children needs $2,681 a
month in income to pay for child care
and basic survival needs. Even with a
full time job at the official federal
"poverty level" of $7.74 an hour, that
parent would earn only $1,324 a month
before taxes – a shortfall of $1,357 a
month. If this family received all the tax
credits, child care vouchers and food
stamps for which they qualify, this
would put an additional $1,516 purchasing power into their monthly budget.
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The project's beginnings
Concerned about this vast problem,
Procter Fund consultant Ed Burdell started working with the Children’s Defense
Fund in late 2003 to develop a public
benefits outreach project for Southern
Ohio. He involved ECSF staff in the
project because ECSF is the diocese’s
major source of grants and technical
assistance for congregational outreach.
The proposal won a major three-year
grant from the Jessie Ball DuPont
Fund in May of 2004, but implementation was put on hold while ECSF
searched for software that would enable
church volunteers to screen applicants
for eligibility without having to keep up
with complicated regulations.
ECSF learned that the National
Council of Churches was pilot-testing
precisely this kind of software in
Pennsylvania, and had funding to
expand it to Ohio. ECSF helped connect
the Benefit Bank designers with Ohio
public benefit experts to help them
research state regulations essential to
completing the state-specific software.
This January, the Benefit Bank went
online with Ohio taxes, food stamps,

Medicaid, and cash assistance, and it
will add applications for heat assistance
and child care vouchers later this year.

How to participate
Sites need to have updated computers
and high-speed Internet access. The
DuPont grant will enable ECSF to assist
churches with those costs if necessary. To
be certified as a Benefit Bank counselor,
one must complete two days of training.
Trainees practice enrolling fictional
families with a variety of complicating
factors, and they gain understanding of
key issues like filing status and options
for families including eligible members and undocumented aliens.
ECSF will be expanding the project
carefully, learning as we go. In addition
to teams trained in Cincinnati and
Columbus in the winter, the current plan
is to schedule training in Champaign
and Belmont counties where local
churches are eager and ready to start.
Churches or grassroots agencies
interested in using the Benefit Bank
should contact ECSF executive director
Ariel Miller at 513.221.0547
or ECSF@eos.net.

NEWS

Friends of the Groom headline Stewardship Conference
The annual spring Stewardship Conference, sponsored
by the Stewardship Commission of the diocese, will feature
the popular Christian theater group, Friends of the Groom.
This year's program offers a different but very meaningful
way to experience the message of Christian stewardship
and the year-round stewardship approach for congregations
that the commission has promoted for several years.
Friends of the Groom is committed to proclaiming the
Christian message with a unique blend of humor, story,
challenging content and scenes that are hard to forget. The
interdenominational group is composed of adult performers from the Cincinnati area that usually travels in teams of
three.
The conference will be held at the Procter Camp &
Conference Center on March 25. It runs from 9 a.m. to 2:30
p.m., with registration beginning at 8:30 a.m. The cost is
$15 per person, with a maximum of $60 per congregation
-- so it pays to bring a large group (think good stewardship!).
To make reservations, contact Betsy Schram, 3534
Spring View Drive, Cincinnati 45208, 513.321.1665 or
513.871.8244 (fax) or betsys@coactive.net.
You also can register and pay online at www.episcopaldso.org, Stewardship Conference under What's New.
See you at Procter on March 25th for a memorable experience.

Members of the Friends of the Groom theater group.
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Convent offers
special service

Lilly Endowment announces
renewal program

Standing Committee
reports

The Convent of the Transfiguration will offer the service of Evensong and Benediction on the first Saturday of
each month in the Convent Chapel. The liturgy will
begin at 4:45 p.m. and end at 5:30 p.m. They hope this
unique offering of Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
will be a welcome addition for those who love this service but do not find it readily available in the diocese.
Those attending Evensong and Benediction will
be encouraged to help form a Greater Cincinnati
Chapter of the Confraternity of the Blessed
Sacrament. If you are already a member of this
organization, the convent hopes that you will consider forming a substantial group to worship together on the first Saturday of each month at the convent.
For more information, contact the Rev. Robert
Hufford, chaplain at the convent, at 513.771.5291.

Lilly Endowment Inc. announces that its popular
National Clergy Renewal Program will continue for
a seventh year. The Indianapolis-based Endowment
offers grants of up to $45,000 to congregations
across the country to allow their pastors to spend
some time away from the daily demands of parish
ministry.
As many as 120 congregations will be selected for the 2006 program, joining the more than
600 that have received grants since 2000.
While each grant proposal may request up to
$45,000, up to $15,000 of that may be used for
congregational activities during the pastor's
absence.
The brochure/application is available on the
Endowment's Web site, www.lillyendowment.org.
Interested persons may call 317.916.7350, e-mail
clergyrenewal@yahoo.com, or write Lilly
Endowment, 2801 N. Meridian St.,Indianapolis, Ind.
46208.
The deadline for proposals is May 15.

The Standing Committee met Jan. 26 at Christ
Church, Glendale. The primary focus of our discussion was the development of the Nominee Forums,
scheduled for the week of October 23, 2006. These
forums will give our clergy and lay delegates to the
electing convention on Nov. 11 the opportunity to
meet and talk with the nominees for the 9th Bishop
of Southern Ohio. The Rev. Stephen Smith, rector
of St. Patrick's, Dublin, is coordinating these
forums. We also discussed the deanery follow-up
meetings, which will occur the week following the
forums. These meetings will serve as our pre-convention meetings as well as give the delegates, and
any others who may wish to attend these meetings,
an opportunity to discuss reactions to the nominee
forums.
The Rev. Stephen Applegate, rector of St. Luke's,
Granville and chair of the consecration committee,
talked about the beginning of plans for the consecration of the 9th bishop, tentatively scheduled for
April 28, 2007. Mike Krug, chair of the
Nominating Committee, updated us on the progress
of that committee, which was in the process of
receiving names of people to invite into our nominating process.
Lastly, we discussed the way in which the nominees from the Nominating Committee will be
announced to the diocese on July 10. On that date, the
full biographies of the nominees as well as their
answers to 10 questions will be posted on the diocesan website, and the petition process will be reopened.

Cathedral to host
leadership workshop
Christ Church Cathedral welcomes all lay and
ordained youth workers to a workshop on the Pastoral
Leadership Search Effort (PLSE). A response to outdated recreational and entertainment youth ministry
models, PLSE (pronounced 'pulse') helps parish youth
workers facilitate discussion and discernment with
youth and young adults who are confronting the question, “How will I live my life in light of my faith?”
PLSE initiatives combine various forms of media with
technology to help youth and young adults explore possibilities for vocation in church leadership, and to assist
and equip congregations to identify talented young
leaders who will lead their congregations into the complex future that awaits the church. The workshop will
run between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on May 2. Participants
also will enjoy “Music Live with Lunch” at the cathedral. Contact Justin Gabbard at 513.842.2079 or jgabbard@cccath.org to register or for more information.

Women clergy retreat
Women clergy of the diocese are invited to a
“Slumber Party” March 20-21 at Procter Camp
& Conference Center. Come to share, to get to
know other clergywomen, to take a Lenten
break, to sing or to be quiet. Cost for dinner,
breakfast and lunch is $28.50. There is no cost
for the room if you have not used Procter
Center for a personal retreat. If you have done
so, the room cost is $49.
Please make reservations with Robin Kimbler
at robin@proctercenter.org
For more information, please call or e-mail Susan
Mills at 937.278.7345 or 937.275.8091, or standrewssalem@sbcglobal.net
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Mr. Jon B. Boss, President
The Rev. Charlotte Collins Reed, Vice President
Ms. Lisa Hughes, Secretary
The Rev. Richard Burnett
Mr. C. R. “Chet” Cavaliere
The Rev. Stephen Applegate

NEWS

Camp helps build firm foundation
As I look out my office window, the snow is whipping
around in a wind that has not died down in 24 hours. Of
THE REV.
course, we get Ohio teasers for hopes of spring on a dayRUTH
by-day basis. But today is not one of those days! It is a
cold, gray day here in Dayton. On days like today, it is
PAULUS
hard to give a thought to next summer. However, June
will be here before we know it, and Summer Camp at
Procter will be in full swing.
It is a great honor and privilege to be camp director for the
next two seasons. I have a personal love for Procter and for
the conference staff that began several years ago when I first
served the camp as nurse. The last couple of years, I also
served as head chaplain and nurse, so I am looking forward
to the returning campers as well as to meeting new campers.
It is such a thrill to see how campers grow and mature year
to year, to listen to the stories about their lives since they left
camp, and to hear about their hopes, joys and dreams for the future. It is amazing
how returning campers pick up friendships where they left off, while continuing to
make new friends. Being around the campers is a delightful opportunity to witness
the growth and development that only a week at Procter can provide.
The hustle and bustle for camp preparation is already months in the works. We
have new and exciting things planned for this camping season. Our goal is to make
the wonderful camping experience available to more and more youth. We have instituted a “Buddy Program” as an incentive to bring friends to camp - and give families
a financial break in camp fees. Parishes in the diocese are being approached to identify families who will spearhead camp promotion, and these families also will be
awarded with incentives for their efforts. Of course, scholarships also are available,
and no child will be turned away for financial reasons. For everyone involved in this
planning piece, it is an exhilarating time, seeing epiphany moments take shape into
reality and knowing the work of the Holy Spirit is alive and well in our midst.
The Program Coordinator and Formation Coordinator roles will be filled by
exceptionally competent young adults who have passion and love for the camping program and the campers, who desire to learn from previous camping years
and to create a 2006 camping season that surpasses previous years. Their enthusiasm and energy is contagious and exceedingly promising. Watch for next
month's Interchange to learn more about these coordinators.
We plan to fill the camp staff positions with young adults who are the cream
of the crop. We expect extraordinary excellence from our camp staff.
Applications for these positions are available online at www.dsoyouth.org.
Interviews for these positions will be held March 18 at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. We remain dedicated to providing a safe, secure, spiritually
sound, healthy and loving place for our youth.
Being the mother of four adult children, and soon-to-be grandmother of six, I am
acutely aware of the importance in building a firm foundation for our children. One
of the most crucial investments we make is in a child's spiritual formation. When
crisis strikes, tragedy happens, aging occurs, and our youth mature into adults, the

2006 PROCTER SUMMER CAMPS
DATES

PRICE PER SESSION

CAMP

ENTERING GRADES

June 29
-July 2

$215*

Family Camp II

All Ages

* Reduced rates apply for children under 5 years old as follows:
Children 0 - 2 = Free Children 3 - 4 = $100

July 3-8

$350

Senior High Camp

Grades 10-12

July 10-15

$350

Intermediate Camp

Entering Grades 8-9

July 17-22

$350

Junior Camp

Entering Grade 6-7

July 25-29

$285

Boys and Girls Camp

Entering Grade 4-5

July 25-29

$150

Adventure Camp

Ages 13-18

Adventure is a week outdoors in tents!

August 3-6

See above for costs Family Camp II

All Ages

Register now!

only sure thing one can bank on is God. I ponder the 911s of
Go online to
life, the tsunamis, the hurricanes and other natural disasters,
www.dsoyouth.
and the common denominator is that people desire prayer as
org
a means of support and assistance. They struggle to get
through one day at a time, depending on God and others loving
them as God has mandated in the Great Commandment. All other investments pale
in the shadows of these situations. When one has nothing else in the world, God is
still there. Camp helps give our children a firm foundation so they may be fortified
to survive life and all that it entails in any given situation.
I hope clergy throughout the diocese will support and promote Procter Summer
Camp from their pulpits. As pastors, we too are instrumental in this investment in
our youth. What a wonderful commentary it would be to say at the end of the
camping season that we had youth attend from every parish in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio! Why not?! The camping program's curriculum sends youth back
to their churches trained for ministry. What a gift to churches that support them!
How awesome to have our youth involved in ministry in our worship space!
I invite each church to pray with intention for the camp, the camping staff and
for the youth who will be campers. Let me sweeten the pot here a bit: Why not
be a pastor who comes to camp as well? Many of our greatest sermons preached
are proclaimed by example! So how about it?!
The snow still flies, but I know that this summer, the sun shall shine bright and
warm on the camp. The sunsets will be incredible as always, the campfires mesmerizing and spiritually stirring. Procter rolls will be enjoyed. Fun, giggles and
uproarious laughter will ring out over the fields; joyfulness and growth will abound.
Come and see. Come make wonderful memories that will sustain you and help
lay a firm foundation for someone you love….your life will be changed forever!
The Rev. Ruth Paulus is the summer camp director and priest-in-charge of St.
Christopher's, Fairborn. Reach her at 937.878.5614 or rb1paulus@yahoo.com.

Is your church registered?

State requires non-profit registration, renewals
BY THE REV. CANON VICKI ZUST
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Is your congregation registered as a non-profit corporation with the State of Ohio?
Did you even know that it should be?
Well the answers are that your church should be
registered -- and if it isn't, that should be corrected.
All of our congregations are non-profit by I.R.S. code
because they are a part of the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the United States of America. However,
that does not mean that all of them are non-profit corporations as far as the State of Ohio is concerned.
Why does it matter? Well, for two reasons. If the
congregation is not registered with the state, it is possible that the tax-exempt status of the property could
be challenged by state or local entities. In addition, the
trustees (that is vestry or mission council members
and wardens) of non-profit corporations are by Ohio
law exempt from personal liability as long as they act
in good faith. If the congregation is not registered with
the State of Ohio, that shield doesn't exist.
Becoming a registered non-profit is usually fairly

Anderson Township:
St. Timothy's
Athens: Good
Shepherd
Bexley:
St. Alban's
Cambridge: St. John's
Cincinnati: All Saints
Christ Church Cathedral
Church of the Redeemer
St. James
St. Luke
St. Simon of Cyrene
St. Stephen's

Circleville: St. Philip's
Clermont County:
Church of the Good
Samaritan
Columbus: St. James
St. John's
St. Philip's
St. Stephen's
Dayton: Christ Church
St. Andrew's
St. George's
St. Margaret's
St. Paul's
Delaware: St. Peter's

Dublin: St. Patrick's
Fairborn: St.
Christopher's
Forest Park: Holy Spirit
Gallipolis: St. Peter's
Glendale: Christ Church
Hamilton: Trinity
Hilliard: St. Nicholas of
Myra
Lebanon: St. Patrick's
Logan: St. Paul's
London: Trinity
Maineville: St. Mary
Magdalene

easy. It is the Secretary of State's office that handles registering non-profits. The forms needed are available on
their website at www.sos.state.oh.us. The initial filing
costs $125 and is good for 10 years. After that, the congregation must file a statement of continued existence
every 10 years -- and pay $25. It also costs $25 to file
a reinstatement for a corporation that didn't file the
statement of continued existence in a timely manner.
The Secretary of State's website also has a database of churches and other non-profit corporations. It
would be a good idea to check and make sure that the
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Martins Ferry: St.
Paul's
Middletown: Church of
the Ascension
Montgomery: St.
Barnabas
Oxford: Holy Trinity
Pickerington: St.
Andrew's
Portsmouth: All Saints
Springboro: St. Francis
Terrace Park: St.
Thomas
Troy: Trinity

Upper Arlington: St.
Mark's
Urbana: Church of the
Epiphany
West Chester: St.
Anne's
Westerville: St.
Matthew's
Whitehall: Church of
St. Edward
Wyoming: Ascension
and Holy Trinity
Xenia: Christ Church
Zanesville: St. James

person you listed as a statutory agent is either still a
member of the congregation or that you've used the
congregation's address because the renewal notice
will be sent to the statutory agent.
A quick search of the database showed that these
congregations are registered and in good standing
with the State of Ohio. If your congregation isn't
listed, it doesn't necessarily mean that you aren't
registered - only that it didn't appear in our general
search. You can do a specific search for your congregation.

NEWS

Nominees for 26th Presiding Bishop announced
Bishop Price served on nominating committee

[Episcopal News Service] The Joint
Nominating Committee for the Election of the
Presiding Bishop announced in late January
the names of those bishops it will place in
nomination for election as 26th Presiding
Bishop of the Episcopal Church.
The nominees' names will be formally submitted to the General Convention at a joint
session on June 18, 2006, the day prior to the
day appointed for the election of the 26th
Presiding Bishop by the House of Bishops.
The bishop elected will succeed the 25th
Presiding Bishop, the Most Rev. Frank T.
Griswold III, whose nine-year term concludes
later this year.
The 26th Presiding Bishop will be installed
Nov. 4, 2006, at Washington National Cathedral.
The nominees are:
■ The Rt. Rev. J. Neil Alexander, Bishop of
Atlanta
■ The Rt. Rev. Edwin F. Gulick, Jr., Bishop
of Kentucky
■ The Rt. Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori,
Bishop of Nevada
■ The Rt. Rev. Henry N. Parsley, Jr.,
Bishop of Alabama
The Nominating Committee consists of 29
persons - a bishop, clergy and lay person from
each of the nine provinces of the Episcopal
Church, elected by the House of Bishops, and
two young persons appointed by the President
of the House of Deputies. The Rt. Rev.
Kenneth Price Jr. was the bishop representative from Province V. The Committee met
five times and subgroups have served on
interview teams across the church.
The discernment process included a Call to
Discernment, an initial questionnaire, interviews with references for all those whose
names were submitted, interviews with those
selected for further consideration, and site visits with those who continued in consideration.
Background, medical and psychological
examinations were conducted for all those
nominated.
In the committee's official release of the nominees, they said, “We believe any of the persons
named, if elected, and with God's help and the
prayerful support of the church, can provide the
leadership required in the Episcopal Church at
this time. We commend these nominees to the
Church and ask that prayers be offered for them,
for the Bishops at General Convention who will
elect and for the Deputies who will be asked to
consent to the election. Most especially we ask
prayers for the Episcopal Church and its leadership and for its continuing ministry among the
peoples of the several countries it serves in the
name of Jesus Christ.”
The House of Bishops, at its September 2005
meeting, resolved that the House will consider
only those additional nominations by bishops or
deputies to the 2006 General Convention that are
made with time sufficient to conduct the background, medical and psychological examinations
required of all nominees. It has set a date of April
1, 2006, for receipt of those nominations, which
shall be considered nominations from the floor.
Such nominations are to be made in writing
to the Bishop Co-Chair of the Joint Nominating
Committee for the Presiding Bishop, the Rt.
Rev. Peter James Lee, and assent must be
received in writing by the Bishop so named.
For further information, contact either of
the co-chairs, the Rt. Rev. Peter James Lee,
pjlee@thediocese.net, or Ms. Diane Pollard,
dbpsd4u@aol.com.

THE RT. REV. J. NEIL ALEXANDER, BISHOP OF ATLANTA
John Neil Alexander, 52, was elected the ninth bishop of the Diocese of Atlanta on March 31, 2001. He was
ordained to the episcopate and installed on July 7, 2001, at the Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta. He serves
a diocese of some 55,000 members in 93 congregations.
Alexander has served the wider church as a presenter to the 2005 meeting of the Anglican Consultative
Council. During the summer of 2005, he visited the Diocese of Atlanta's mission personnel who serve in the
Dioceses of Central Tanganyika and Dar es Salaam in the Anglican Church in Tanzania. He serves as chair of
the Episcopal Church's Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music, as a regent of the University of the
South (Sewanee), and as a member of the board of the Archives of the Episcopal Church. He has also
served on the board of the General Theological Seminary.
He is most recently the author of This Far by Grace, A Bishop's Journey Through Questions About Homosexuality, as well a number of
publications in the fields of liturgics, homiletics, sacramental theology, and pastoral practice.
At the time of his election as bishop, Alexander was the Norma and Olin Mills Professor of Divinity at the University of the South
School of Theology and was priest in charge of St. Agnes' Church in Cowan, Tenn. Previously he served as the Trinity Church Professor
of Liturgics and Preaching at the General Theological Seminary in New York, during which time he also served in a variety of parish
settings. He has also taught at Yale, Drew, and Wilfrid Laurier Universities.
Alexander has been married to Lynn Tesh Alexander, a pediatric nurse practitioner, since 1976.Their children are John Jr., Kelly and Mary Catherine.
THE RT. REV. EDWIN F. GULICK, JR., BISHOP OF KENTUCKY
Edwin Funsten "Ted" Gulick, Jr., 57, was consecrated the seventh bishop of the Diocese of Kentucky on April
17, 1994, at St. Stephen Baptist Church in Louisville, Ky.
As the Diocese of Kentucky's bishop, Gulick is chief pastor to its clergy, 36 congregations and about 10,600
active members. He has served two terms on the Standing Committee on Ecumenical and Inter-Religious
Relations, co-chaired the Anglican Roman Catholic Dialogue (ARC-USA) from 1997 to present, and served
as one of the Episcopal Church's representatives on the Consultation on Church Union (1995-2000). In
2001, he was also appointed by Archbishop George Carey to serve on the International Anglican Roman
Catholic Commission on Unity and Mission, an ongoing commitment.
Gulick was appointed by former Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning to investigate, along with Bishops Mary Adelia McLeod and
Roger Harris, issues of alleged misconduct involving bishops. He also served on Committee 22 of the General Convention in 2000,
which dealt with all questions related to human sexuality; co-chaired the General Convention cognate committee on Ecumenical
Concerns; and served on the Member Advisory Committee for the College of Bishops, the Staff College of Bishops' "The Bishop as
Recruiter" and the Staff College of Bishops conference for new bishops and spouses/partners.
At the time of his election as bishop, Gulick was rector of St. Stephen's Church in Newport News, Va, for 11 years. Previously he
served as rector of Grace Church in Elkridge, Md., and as assistant at Trinity Church in Towson, Md. He was ordained deacon in 1973
and priest in 1974.
Gulick has been married to Barbara Lichtfuss, who teaches middle school students, since 1970. They have three adult children,
Jennifer Gulick Amos; Robin K. Gulick, a seminarian at Virginia Theological Seminary; and a son, John E. Gulick. The Gulicks' first
grandson, Samuel Joseph Gulick, was born on Jan. 12 of this year.
THE RT. REV. KATHARINE JEFFERTS SCHORI, BISHOP OF NEVADA
Katharine Jefferts Schori, 51, was consecrated the ninth Bishop of Nevada on Feb. 24, 2001. She serves a
diocese of some 6,000 members in 35 congregations. Jefferts Schori is the first woman selected as a nominee for Presiding Bishop.
Her service to the wider church includes current membership on the Special Commission on the Episcopal
Church and the Anglican Communion; the Board of Trustees, Church Divinity School of the Pacific in
Berkeley, Calif.; the CREDO Advisory Board; the House of Bishops peer coaching program; the General Board
of Examining Chaplains; the Board for Church Deployment; the House of Bishops' Pastoral Development,
Racism, and Planning Committees; the Court for Review of a Trial of a Bishop; the Episcopal visitor team for
the Community of the Holy Spirit; and the Bishops of Small Dioceses group.
From 2001-2003 she was a member of the 20/20 Strategy Group and served as secretary of the House of Bishops Ministry
Committee at the 2003 General Convention.
She is the author of several works, including "When Conflict and Hope Abound," "Building Bridges/Widening Circles" and
“Multicultural Issues in Preaching."
She is an active, instrument-rated pilot with more than 500 hours logged.
At the time of her election as bishop of Nevada, Jefferts Schori was assistant rector at the Episcopal Church of the Good Samaritan
in Corvallis, Oregon, where she also served as pastoral associate, dean of the Good Samaritan School of Theology, and priest-incharge, El Buen Samaritano, Corvallis. She was ordained deacon and priest in 1994. Prior to ordination, she was college professor
and an oceanographer.
Jefferts Schori has been married to Richard Miles Schori, a retired theoretical mathematician (topologist), since 1979. They have one
child, Katharine Johanna, 24, who is a second lieutenant and pilot in the US Air Force.
THE RT. REV. HENRY N. PARSLEY, JR., BISHOP OF ALABAMA
Henry Nutt Parsley, Jr., 57, was elected bishop coadjutor of the Diocese of Alabama on Jan. 9, 1996. He was
ordained and consecrated on Sept. 28, 1996, in Birmingham, Ala., and became the tenth Bishop of
Alabama in 1999, overseeing 92 churches, eight campus ministries, and several institutions, which serve
some 35,000 Episcopalians in the northern part of Alabama.
He is the chair of the Theology Committee and a member of the Planning Committee of the House of Bishops.
He has chaired the Standing Commission on Stewardship and Development since 1998 and the Church
Pension Fund's Abundance Committee since 2001. He serves as Chancellor of the University of the South,
Sewanee, and as a member of the Board of Regents of the university. He has been a preacher on the
Protestant Hour and active in many outreach ministries of the Episcopal Church including serving on the Board of the Presiding Bishops
Fund for World Relief (now Episcopal Relief and Development). He served as a deputy to General Convention in 1982, 1985 and 1994.
At the time of his election, Parsley had been the rector of Christ Church, Charlotte, N.C., for 10 years, and served on the Diocesan
Council, the AIDS Ministry Task Force, the Department of Stewardship, as dean of the Charlotte Convocation, a member of the Board
of the Thompson Children's Home and Vice President for Church Relations of the Alumni Council of the University of the South. He
previously served as rector of St. Paul's Church, Summerville, and All Saints Church and Day School, Florence, and as assistant rector of St. Philip's Church, Charleston, and Trinity Church, Myrtle Beach. In the Diocese of South Carolina, he was president of the
Standing Committee, Chair of the Youth Department and Division of Stewardship, a Cursillo spiritual director and E.F.M. (Education
forMinistry) mentor, and served two terms on the Diocesan Council, and the Board of Trustees of the Porter Gaud School. He was an
Examining Chaplain for nine years.
Parsley has been married to the former Rebecca Knox Allison of New Orleans since 1970. They have one son, Henry Nutt III.
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THE ROAD TO COLUMBUS

PREPARING FOR GENERAL CONVENTION

before and after

BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

“These are the issues that
are testing the church right
now. The wisdom and faith
of all the members of the
church are needed to discern what we should do to
move forward.”
The Rev. Charlie Brumbaugh
Associate rector, Church of
the Redeemer, Hyde Park

“The more we focus on mission and ministry and
impacting our local community, the better we'll be able
to weather this.”
The Rev. David Bailey
Rector, St. Stephen's,
Cincinnati

Nobody knows what will happen at General
Convention.
Will the Anglican Communion fracture? Will some
churches walk out? Will others rejoice?
“What's going to happen is a mystery,” says the Rev.
Charlie Brumbaugh, associate rector at Church of the
Redeemer, Hyde Park.
Issues of sexuality, authority and the very nature of the
Anglican Communion have roiled the Episcopal Church,
particularly since the election of an openly gay man - Gene
Robinson -- as bishop of New Hampshire at the 2003
General Convention. Even though the resolutions presented to General Convention (the so-called “Blue Book”)
won't be released until April, there's no doubt that deputies
and bishops will face a slew of controversial proposals
when they gather in Columbus in June.
General Convention will weigh its response to the Windsor
Report, a series of recommendations about how churches in
the Anglican Communion relate to each other - especially on
doctrinal issues upon which they disagree. The bishops of the
church also will discuss whether to lift a self-imposed moratorium on consents to election of new diocesan bishops.
To prepare for these controversial discussions,
Redeemer's Adult Formation Ministry Team decided last
summer to focus on the issues of General Convention and
launched last September “The Road to Columbus,” a ninemonth series of educational forums and workshops.
The ministry team hoped to get the people in the pews
excited about sharing in the ministry of hospitality and
preparing to welcome the rest of the Episcopal Church to
Southern Ohio.
Also, says Brumbaugh, “in the Anglican tradition, the
faithful are called upon to develop an informed conscience. To dig into Scripture, tradition and reason and
come to our own mind on these important matters.”
Redeemer, like nearly every Episcopal congregation in
Southern Ohio and the country, has people on both sides of
the issues of homosexuality, authority of Scripture and
other matters. That's why Redeemer invited speakers with
a spectrum of viewpoints, from those who applaud the
New Hampshire election to those who believe the
Episcopal Church has steered off course and away from
biblical teaching.
“Whatever comes down at General Convention, we will
have looked at all these issues and grappled with them and
be quick to move forward together - no matter what hap-

pens,” Brumbaugh says. “While we realize the gravity of
the situation, and we're not naïve about the negative possibilities, we feel as a whole really good about the Episcopal
church and our ministry within it.”
The program included a look at the history of the church
and the Anglican Communion, an examination of how the
church historically deals with controversy - starting with the
first church council and Peter and Paul's disagreement over
Gentiles in the church. They also focused on issues of authority - Scripture, tradition, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the
instruments of unity in the Anglican Communion.
“These are the issues that are testing the church right
now,” Brumbaugh says. “The wisdom and faith of all the
members of the church are needed to discern what we
should do to move forward.”
Other congregations in the Diocese of Southern Ohio
also are using Bible studies and adult forums as a way to
prepare for General Convention.
St. John's, Lancaster, and St. Stephen's, Cincinnati,
both have held a variety of educational events about
what it means to be the Episcopal Church and about

issues of authority.
The Rev. David Bailey, rector of St. Stephen's, says
part of the difficulty for people in dealing with these
issues is the transition from modernity to post-modernity.
He has a machete hanging next to his church office desk as
a reminder that “we're not walking a path that's been there.
We're blazing a new path.”
Bailey says he's made frequent mention of the issues in
his parish newsletter - not to scare people, but so they
won't be surprised.
“We can't ignore the reality of the situation, because,
among other things, there will be (secular) news articles
that our people will be reading,” Bailey says. At the same
time, he has pressed upon this important point: “The more
we focus on mission and ministry and impacting our local
community, the better we'll be able to weather this.”
After the 2003 General Convention, the Rev. John
Paddock, rector of Christ Church, Dayton, said he heard
from many people who were surprised by the controversy.
“Those of us who work in the church and have gone to
untold workshops about the issues were a little incredu-

lous,” Paddock says. “But at the same time, we lose track
of new people who come into the church or who were outof-town or who just didn't pay attention.”
To prepare for the 2006 gathering, Paddock says he has
been intentional to prepare his congregation about the
issues - and the stress lines.
A four-week program kicked off at the end of January
with an overview of Anglican history.
“It was interesting,” Paddock says, “how many long-time
members of the parish said, 'I never knew any of that.'”
The forums examined the Elizabethan settlement, looking at how the catholic and protestant wings of the church
figured out how to worship together despite doctrinal differences. Another session explored the Anglican
Communion and the Windsor Report, and the final class
looked at the election of Gene Robinson and the subsequent fall-out.
“We're not trying to push a particular point of view but
to provide a background as a foundation,” Paddock says.
“We can't control what the outcome is from here, but we
can control the surprise element. At least they won't be
shocked by the controversy.”
Bishop Kenneth Price encourages congregations to be
proactive in their educational opportunities.
“With General Convention in our backyard, it's very
important that we not only be prepared physically to host
the convention, but that we're prepared and know about the
issues of convention,” says Bishop Price, who also serves
as secretary for the House of Bishops. “We want to be able
to interpret the actions of General Convention to our local
congregations…There will be people in all of our congregations who will agree and not agree. We must be prepared
to minister to all people regardless of the decisions of
General Convention.”
Bishop Price has called a special meeting for diocesan
staff, deans, provosts and other diocesan leaders to talk
about General Convention and ways the diocese can prepare for the decisions. The Rev. Frank Wade, the diocese's
theologian-in-residence, will help guide those discussions.
Despite the likely controversy, General Convention is a
prime opportunity for evangelism in Southern Ohio,
Bishop Price says.
“The Episcopal Church is going to get more exposure in
Southern Ohio than it's gotten in a long time,” he says. “If
we are educated about the issues and the traditions of our
church, then we can better share with others the unique and
exciting aspects of the Episcopal Church. If we depend
only on other people's spin, then we're at the mercy of
whoever is doing the spinning.”

How to get ready for General Convention
■ Hold a series of forums in your congregation during coffee
hour, Bible studies, Sunday School, Lenten programs
■ Attend one of several events featuring the diocese's theologian-in-residence, the Rev. Frank Wade. His primary topic during a March visit will be preparing for General Convention.
These include:
❋ March 9 at 7 p.m. - St. John, Town Street, Columbus
(Columbus Deanery Event) Topic: The Windsor Report &
Anglicanism
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❋ March 10 - Strategic Planning with staff, deans and
[rovosts at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
❋ March 11 at 9:30 a.m. - Bishop and Congregational
Leaders Workshop at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Topic: "Living in a time of transition"
❋ March 12 - Preacher at St. Paul's, Oakwood
❋ March 12 at 3 p.m. - Christ Church, Springfield (Dayton
and Northwest Deanery Event) Topic: "The Windsor Report &
Anglicanism"

■ Attend Presbyters and Deacons of April 24.The Rev.Gregory S.Straub,
executive officer of General Convention,will be the featured speaker.
■ Read the Windsor Report. Download it at: www.episcopalchurch.org
■ Read the educational guide prepared by Roger Speer, youth
director of the diocese. Download it at:
http://www.dsoyouth.org/e3/Resources/education.htm
■ Pray.The Local Arrangements Committee of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio developed this prayer as it prepares for General Convention:

By your eternal word, O God, you call all things into being and
fill them with your goodness. Be with your church gathering in
convention by your calling in the coming days; fill it with your
wisdom and your love, empower it with abiding courage and
patience, sustain it through your spirit to carry out the decisions made in council; and in all things, grant that we in
Southern Ohio may greet the sojourner and the stranger at
General Convention in a manner worthy of your son Jesus
Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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“We're not trying to push a
particular point of view but
to provide a background as
a foundation. We can't control what the outcome is
from here, but we can control the surprise element. At
least they won't be shocked
by the controversy.”
The Rev. John Paddock
Rector, Christ Church,
Dayton

“If we are educated about
the issues and the traditions
of our church, then we can
better share with others the
unique and exciting aspects
of the Episcopal Church. If
we depend only on other
people's spin, then we're at
the mercy of whoever is
doing the spinning.”
The Rt. Rev. Kenneth Price Jr.
Bishop, Southern Ohio

NOTABLE

NEWS

Columbus
The annual ECW casserole sale was recently
held at St. Patrick, Dublin. Cooks prepare
casseroles and soups that are packaged for sale at
either frozen or room temperature and include
cooking instructions and a copy of the recipe. All
proceeds of the sale benefit an outreach project at
St. Patrick's. This year, the recipient was
Rebecca's House, a shelter for battered women.
A group at St. John, Worthington, is teaching folks Centering Prayer, an ancient form of
prayer once taught only in monasteries and
convents. This easy, simple silent prayer is
being shared with all who wish to move beyond
conversation with Christ to experience communion with Him in silence. If you are interested in learning more about Centering Prayer,
contact Betsy Buchal-Condon at stjohnvolunteer@ameritech.net.
Volunteers at St. Nicholas of Myra, Hilliard,
recently held a Canvas for Christ. They handed
out 100 brochures to people in a nearby new
neighborhood. Those without a church home
were invited to visit. Thanks to Kristin
Campbell,
Gary
McWhorter,
Tamera
Dalrymple, Susan Vosper, Chip and Kelly
Powell, Darlene Trimmer and Shirley Blair,
whose mission was to represent St. Nicholas
with a smile and Christian love.
After updating the Internet network to wireless
at St. Peter, Delaware, the library there has
become an informal Internet café for wireless
users in the parish. Those with laptops can make
a cup of coffee and connect to the web while at
the church.
St. Peter, Delaware, also recently held their
annual “Christmas Unpacking,” a day for anyone
involved in a leadership role in Christmas services to come together and reflect on how things
went and how things can be improved for next
year. The youth held a soup sale and door prizes
were awarded to get as many people involved in
the conversation as possible.
All Saints, New Albany, hosted a discussion
with author Beverly Tauke about her book
Overcoming the Sins of the Family-Becoming the

Redemptive Generation. The book is about dysfunctional families and gives tips for steps
toward change and ending the cycle of family
negativity. Tauke is a friend of a member of
Temple Beth Shalom, where All Saints once held
their services.
Members and friends of the Church of St.
Edward, Whitehall, are taking a field trip to
Procter Camp & Conference Center on March 25.
The trip will include a tour of the facility, learning
about camping opportunities, worshipping in the
chapel and lunch. It's a great opportunity for those
at St. Edward who have never been to Procter to
see what they have to offer (and to try out those
famous Procter cookies!)

Miami River
The Talent Sale is back at Holy Trinity,
Oxford! The 2004 Talent Sale was such a success in raising money for outreach projects that
members decided to bring it back. The sale is
held from May to December, and anyone can
help out by offering up their talents for sale.
Talents can be as simple as offering rides to the
airport or doctor visit or as extravagant as cooking a five-course meal. Those offering up the talent suggest a “price” for their talent, which buyers then donate to Holy Trinity in exchange for
the service.
A recent fundraiser at Trinity, Hamilton, was a
jewelry raffle, just in time for Valentine's Day.
Raffle tickets were just $1 each and made a good
amount of money for the Christian Education
program at Trinity. Parishioner Sue Proske also
held a jewelry show and demonstration, donating
profits to the fundraiser.

Northeast
Second Saturdays at Trinity, Newark, are celebrated with a 5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist, followed
by pizza, snacks and board games. The Eucharist
is an informal service with contemporary language and special music. A variety of food and
games show up each month, and people of all
ages can join in the fun.

The Rev. Paula Jackson, rector
of Church of Our Saviour, Mt.
Auburn, was awarded a 2006
Spirit Award at the 34th Dr.
Martin Luther King Memorial
March and Ceremony held at the
University of Cincinnati. Jackson
was honored for her commitment
to lay leadership and cultural
inclusiveness in liturgy and parish
ministry.
Dr. Tracee Karaffa, St. Luke,
Granville, was a recipient of
Dennison University's 2006 Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Leadership Award. Dr. Karaffa
was honored as a founder and for
her continuing work with the nonprofit group Healing Art Missions
(HAM) which funds a clinic and
school in Dumay, Haiti.

Northwest
St. James, Piqua, is gearing up for General
Convention and sales of their world (or at least,
diocesan) famous hot fudge sauce. As they say,
the only thing sweeter is God's love. Parishioners
are gathering for fudge-making days, stocking up
in anticipation for brisk sales at the General
Convention. Not going to GC06, but want some
hot fudge sauce of your own? It's available on
their website at stjamespiquaoh.org.
The Northern Miami Valley Episcopal
Cluster, including Epiphany, Urbana, and Our
Saviour, Mechanicsburg, is planning participation
in a build for Habitat for Humanity of Champaign
County. The build is scheduled to begin in April,
and the cluster has volunteered for a date in May to
build walls. Fifteen to 20 people will be needed for
building tasks, as well as furnishing and serving
food to workers. If you would like to help, contact
Epiphany at 937.653.3497 for more information.

Ohio River
The Faith and Wellness Ministry at Calvary,
Clifton, is partnering with Episcopal Retirement
Homes Parish Health Ministry during Lent to collect toiletry articles for homeless families in the
Interfaith Hospitality Network. Adult and child
bags along with a list of needed items can be
picked up at Calvary on March 6 and 13. Filled
bags should be returned by March 26. If you are
interested in helping out with this project, call
Calvary at 513.861.4437.
The multi-generational Lenten program at
Christ Church Cathedral, Cincinnati, will be
held on the five Wednesdays of Lent. Everyone
will gather at 7 p.m. for fellowship and dessert,
and then break out to their prospective programs.
Two adult programs are being offered: “Holy
Living, Holy Dying,” which will take a look at
how we deal with ethical issues of life and death
from an Anglican perspective; “Prayer that
Enriches” will explore the ways prayer can enrich
our spirituality and deepen our relationship with
God. Children ages 3-12 will participate in a program centered around C.S. Lewis' The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information
about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese? Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, All Saints Episcopal church, 610 Fourth Street, Portsmouth, Ohio 45662.
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Group offers proposals for women bishops in England
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ENS: A Church of England group is proposing a way forward aimed at both permitting women to become bishops - should
General Synod vote in favor of this - and of
preserving the maximum amount of unity
within the Church.
The group, chaired by the Bishop of
Guildford, the Rt. Rev. Christopher Hill, was
set up by the House of Bishops to assess a
range of possible options first put forward in
“Women Bishops in the Church of England?”
The publication of the Guildford Group's
report follows a vote in General Synod in
July 2005 to begin the process for removing
the legal obstacles to the ordination of
women bishops.
Having reviewed the options over the past
12 months, the Guildford Group is recommending a way forward known as
Transferred Episcopal Arrangements.
Transferred Episcopal Arrangements
(TEA) are intended to meet the essential
needs of those who could not accept that
women should be bishops, while avoiding
the creation of any new jurisdiction, diocese
or province within the Church, according to
Women in the Episcopate: the Guildford
Group Report, which was debated by
General Synod in February.
"When we started," says Bishop Hill, "we
did not know whether we would be able to
produce an agreed assessment of the
options. But the process of working and
praying together has brought us closer to
each other.
"It has also enabled us to identify a way
forward which, we believe, has the potential
both to permit the admission of women to

the episcopate and preserve the maximum
degree of communion across the Church of
England."
In the introduction to the report, Bishop
Hill continues: "We do not minimize the difficulty of the choices now facing the
Church. There is no course of action, including the status quo, that is free of pain and
risk."
Under Transferred Episcopal Arrangements
as illustrated in the report, parishes opposed to
women priests and women bishops could opt,
by resolution of a Special Parochial Church
Meeting, for the diocesan bishop to request the
Archbishop of the province to arrange for
episcopal ministry to be provided by a
Provincial Regional Bishop (PRB).
The PRB would exercise jurisdiction over
such a parish in certain matters, while the
diocesan bishop continued to exercise jurisdiction in others. This is similar to the way
in which area bishops exercise functions on
behalf of their diocesan bishop. The PRB
would be authorized to act in relation to pastoral care (including ministerial review),
sacramental and disciplinary matters and to
act on behalf of the diocesan bishop in
respect of patronage, appointments and
ordinands. In other respects, the parish
would be subject to the normal diocesan
structures and procedures, including the faculty jurisdiction, and so remain for administrative purposes as part of the geographical
diocese.
Jurisdiction, says the report, would be
shared in a similar way to a priest sharing
the cure of souls with the bishop. At the
same time, TEA would incorporate the pres-

S C H O L A R ’ S
What is the “firmament” in Gen. 1:6? I see some translations
render it “expanse,” others “dome.” What is going on in these
translations that they translate presumably the same Hebrew
word so differently?
The reason for the differences in translation is that what is “at stake” is nothing
less than biblical inerrancy, the belief that
the Bible has been miraculously prevented from containing any statement that is
false or contrary to objective reality. This
is what conservative Protestants mean by
“biblical inerrancy.”
If the “firmament” in Gen. 1:6 refers
to what it seems to refer to, then you
only have to go six verses into the Bible
before it is proven wrong by science.
Until a few hundred years ago, as far as
we can tell, every civilization and culture
believed that the earth was the center of the
universe and that the stars visible at night
were affixed to a solid shell that rotates once
every night. That is certainly how things
look to the naked eye. That solid shell or
sphere containing the stars would seem to
be what the Bible refers to in Gen. 1:6 and
a few other verses as the “firmament.”
The problem is, we now know that the
earth is not the center of the universe, and
there is no solid sphere around it. Instead
there is “the vast expanse of interstellar
space.” The Bible would seem to reflect
the pre-modern (in this case, before

“Women in the Episcopate: the Guildford
Group Report” can be read on the web at:
http://www.cofe.anglican.org/about/gensynod/agendas/gs1605.rtf

C O R N E R

B i b l i c a l l y,
raqi'a does indeed
seem to involve
the idea of hardness.
In Ezek. 1:2226 a raqi'a above
the heads of the
four beasts supports the throne
of God. A thin
but
non-solid
expanse could
not do this, but a solid, hard floor could.
In Ps. 19:2 (“The heavens declare the
glory of God, and the firmament shows
his handiwork”) and 150:1 (“Praise God
in his holy temple; praise him in the firmament of his power.) The psalmist
(who presumably lived after the flood - David certainly did) writes of the firmament not in the past tense but as a
present feature of the created universe.
Also, while Ps. 148:4 (“Praise him,
heaven of heavens, and you waters above
the heavens”) does not use the word “firmament,” the “waters above the heavens” must be the waters above the firmament of Gen. 1:6-8. So according to the
Psalms, the firmament was not something that ceased to exist at Noah's Flood.
I think this theory of a vapor canopy and
a disappearing non-solid firmament is clear-

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543) view of
the structure of the universe.
To save the Bible from containing
even one false statement, conservative
Protestants have come up with a theory
that saves Gen. 1:6 from being wrong.
They say that although there is no firmament around the earth now, there
once was one, and that is the “firmament” Gen. 1:6 refers to. They say “firmament” is a mistaken translation of the
underlying Hebrew word raqi'a, which
(they say) has nothing to do with the
quality of firmness or hardness but
rather indicates thinness. They say there
originally was a thin, non-hard layer of
charged ions around the earth. This ionosphere -- though not solid -- was able to
hold above it water in the form of clouds
(vapor), so that the earth was surrounded
by a “vapor canopy.” At the Flood, God
made the ion sphere lose its charge and
dissipate, allowing the water above it to
fall to the earth, flooding it.
There are many problems with this theory, scientific and biblical. First, there is no
evidence that there ever was such an ion
sphere supporting water vapor.

ent provisions for parishes opposed to the
ordination of women, allowing abolition of
those provisions in their present form. This
would remove, in all parishes except those
in TEA, all legislative discrimination that
potentially exists where a woman priest is
not now in post.
The question for now, the report acknowledges, is whether the disadvantages of TEA
are outweighed by the potential the Group
believes it offers. They conclude that it
could be made to work and that it merits
serious consideration by the General Synod.
A majority of the House of Bishops has
also agreed that the approach merits further
exploration.
"In essence," says the report, "TEA recognizes that communion in the Church
always falls short of that fullness which
will come only with the fullness of the
Kingdom. It is complicated and untidy.
But we believe this is how the Church
really is. TEA is an honest acknowledgement of our frailty and division in this
hugely significant area of our life. We
believe TEA is the most inclusive and realistic way forward. It will allow a continuing inter-relationship between those for
and against women bishops: at the same
time, in its attempt to hold together as
many as possible in the highest possible
degree of communion, it does not compound the sin of schism."
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ly “reaching,” but necessary nonetheless to
avoid concluding that the Bible reflects the
knowledge and experience of its writers,
which in this case, science has gone beyond.
The “all or nothing” view that the
Bible has to be perfect and without
error or else it is without value doesn't
realize that having scientific or historical errors doesn't equate to everything
in the Bible being wrong. No more than
my being mistaken about one thing
means that I am wrong about everything. What the biblical writers have to
say about God and humanity, about the
meaning of life and what it is to live in
the service of God, have informed and
inspired all subsequent generations of
Jews and Christians and always will.
We may understand the world of nature
better than our ancestors but the human
heart and what it means to be human
has not changed. Nor has God.
The Rev. William Gartig is priest-incharge at St. Michael and All Angels,
Cincinnati. He has a doctorate degree in
religion from Hebrew Union College and
teaches religious studies at Northern
Kentucky University. Questions about the
Bible or other religious subjects may be
sent to 2146 Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

Holy Family closes

CALENDAR
March
1 - Parochial Reports, the annual report on the financial
and worship life of congregations for the previous year, are
due to the Diocesan Office by close of business March 1.
3-5 - Deacons' School, at Procter Camp and Conference
Center, Wing A. Information: Kay Sturm at the Anglican
Academy, 800.461.8424
11 - Bishop and Congregational Leaders Gathering at Procter
Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bishop Price
invites all congregational leaders to join him for a day of learning
and fellowship. Anyone is welcome, but the program is primarily geared to lay leaders, which includes all members of vestries
and mission councils, youth leaders, Sunday School teachers and
other congregational leaders. Cost: $12 and includes lunch.
Register/pay online or download a form to mail in with a check.
Send registrations and payments to Kay Sturm, The Bishop's
Center, 125 E. Broad Street, Columbus 43215. Deadline for registrations is March 6. See page 2 for more information.
25 - Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will
be offered at St. Barnabas, 10345 Montgomery Road,
Montgomery. The program starts at 9 a.m. and generally finishes at 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are required.
Contact Geri McDaniel at the diocesan office at 513.421.0311
or 800.582.1712. The cost of the training is $15, which
includes lunch and materials. Register and pay online by going
to the diocesan website, then clicking on Administration,
Misconduct Prevention. Payment can also be mailed to Geri
McDaniel, Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St.
Cincinnati, 45202. Make checks payable to the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. Training is required of all clergy, employees of
a church, youth ministers, Stephen Ministers, Eucharistic
Visitors, counselors, volunteers, any lay person that interacts or
has care of children. Contact: Peg Denton at 513.897.7414.
25 - Stewardship Conference at aProcter Camp & Conference
Center. 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Cost: $15, with $60 maximum for a
congregation. Contact: Betsy Schram, 513.321.1665 or betsys@coactive.net. See page 5 for more details.
29 - Ecumenical Legislative Advocacy Day. Registration at 9:30 a.m.
Program runs from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Trinity, Capital Square. Contact:
Jeffrey Price, 800.461.8424. See page 13 for more information.

April
1 - Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will
be offered at Ascension & Holy Trinity, 334 Burns Avenue,
Wyoming. The program starts at 9 a.m. and generally finishes at 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are required.
See registration information above.
6 - Clergy Day at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Information: The Rev. Canon Vicki Zust. 800.582.1712
7-9 - Deacons' School, at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, Wing A. Contact: Kay Sturm at the Anglican
Academy, 800.461.8424.
8 - Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Vice President Chips Lanier at
937.258.0141
11 - Renewal of Vows, Christ Chapel, Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 11 a.m.
15 - Area Confirmation for Dayton and Northwest deaneries,
at Christ Church, Springfield, 409 E. High Street.
21-23 - SOLLI retreat weekend. Contact: the Rev. David
McCoy, the Anglican Academy, 614.461.8429 or
800.461.8424
24 - Presbyters & Deacons meeting, at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 9:30 a.m. The speaker is Gregory Straub,
Executive Officer of General Convention. Register online.
Contact: Kay Sturm, 614.461.8429 or 800.461.8424.
29 - Dayton Deanery Day celebration at Christ Church,
Dayton. The day will start with a 9 a.m. worship service, followed by breakout sessions geared for a variety of people.
Program should conclude by noon. Contact: Provost Randal
Young at 937.298.6165

On Jan. 26, Holy Family Fellowship in Harrison held its last service. Holy Family began as
a small-group fellowship about four years ago, and in the course of its existence had worshiped
in a renovated storefront in Harrison. Holy Family was the site of much fellowship, worship and
personal spiritual growth. Though the worship space is closed, the spiritual growth experienced
at Holy Family will never be forgotten, as we join other Episcopal parishes, and even as one of
our faithful members prepares to take the vows of a third-order Benedictine.
On the evening the decision to close the worship space was announced, we celebrated the Rite of
Holy Baptism for two new members of the Body of Christ. In these baptisms, we are reminded that
we are people of resurrection – that although the doors of this space have closed, the space in which
we worship is less important than the Risen Christ whom we praise and the Body to which we belong.
We particularly want to thank St. Luke, Saylor Park, St. James, Westwood, the Community
of the Transfiguration, and Holy Spirit, Forest Park, for their support.
While it was decided that the right time and place for a church plant in Harrison is not upon
us, we are prayerful and hopeful that when the time is right, a rebirth will occur and a thriving
congregation will be established to carry on the work of Jesus in the far west of Hamilton County.

-- The Rev. Dave Halt

CONGREGATIONS & CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr. will preside at the Celebration of New Ministry for the the
Rev. Scott Albergate as rector of Church of the Ascension, Middletown, on April 2 at 3:30 p.m.
All are invited.
The Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr. will preside at the Celebration of New Ministry for the Rev.
Frederick Engdahl as rector of St. Luke's, Marietta, on April 29 at 3:30 p.m. All are invited.
The Rev. Stephen Bondurant, rector of Grace Church, College Hill, retired in January.

Congregations in the search process:
Preparing profile: St. Peter's, Gallipolis; St. James, Westwood; St. Peter's, Delaware
Completed profile: Trinity, London
Receiving names: St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville; St. Anne's, West Chester
Interviewing: Trinity, Troy; Good Shepherd, Athens; Holy Trinity, Oxford; St. James,
Columbus
For more information, contact the Canon Vicki Zust, canon to the ordinary, the Diocese of Southern
Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Phone: 800.582.1712.
E-mail: vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org.

VISITATIONS
March
5

Bishop Price
Canon Zust

St. Patrick, Dublin
St. Nicholas of Myra, Hilliard

12

Bishop Price
Canon Zust

St. Patrick, Lebanon
Holy Trinity, Oxford

19

Bishop Price

House of Bishops, Kanuga

26

Bishop Price
Canon Mycoff

St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville
St. Mary, Waynesville

Bishop Price
Canon Zust
Canon Mycoff

St. Francis, Springboro
3:30 p.m. - Ascension, Middletown
Celebration of New Ministry
Ascension, Middletown
Trinity, Hamilton

9 (Palm Sunday)

Bishop Price

St. George, Dayton

15(Easter Eve)

Bishop Price
Canon Zust

Christ Church, Springfield
Christ Church, Springfield

16 (Easter)

Bishop Price

St. Paul, Dayton

19

Bishop Price

Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming

23

Bishop Price
Canon Mycoff

St. Margaret, Trotwood
Holy Spirit, Forest Park

29

Bishop Price

St. Luke, Marietta
3:30 p.m. Celebration of New Ministry

30

Bishop Price
Canon Zust

St. Luke, Marietta
St. Luke, Marietta

April
2
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Public policy notes
These are excerpts from the Episcopal Public Policy
Network's legislative year-end report. To see the complete
report, go to www.episcopalchurch.org/eppn/:
■■■
■ Katrina Response Legislation: Congress has appropriated
$62.3 billion in response to hurricanes Katrina and Rita and an
additional $19 billion in tax relief for victims. Federal policies
also have been altered to assist survivors, including the reinstatement of Davis-Bacon wage requirements. Congress is
expected to consider several additional legislative packages in
response to the rebuilding of the Gulf Coast Region this session.
■ Protecting the Arctic Refuge: Including drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in the budget reconciliation
package ultimately proved unsuccessful because it would have
caused the budget reconciliation package to fail in the House. In
a dramatic last-ditch attempt to gain passage of drilling, the
Arctic provision was dropped from the budget bill and added to
the FY '06 Department of Defense Appropriations bill, which
was considered a “must pass” bill before Congress could
adjourn for the Christmas recess. This effort was successfully
blocked as both Democrats and key moderate Republicans rallied to keep the Arctic out of the defense spending bill. The Rt.
Rev. Mark McDonald, bishop of the Diocese of Alaska, and a
number of other bishops, contacted target senators to ensure that
the Arctic Refuge would remain protected from development.
Because of the determination of those in favor of drilling in the
Arctic, it seems likely we will fight this battle again in 2006.
■ Minimum Wage/Living Wage: While there were several
pieces of minimum wage legislation proposed during the last
session of Congress, none made it to a final vote. Currently,
there are no votes scheduled on minimum wage legislation. We
continue to work with the Let Justice Roll Living Wage
Coalition on a long term campaign, “Living Wage Days,” which
began around the Martin Luther King Holiday to build support
for a just living wage in the U.S.
■ Temporary Assistance to Needy Families: Reauthorization
was included in the FY '06 Budget Reconciliation bill and is
now pending before the House. It includes measures we have
worked hard against including adding additional work hours
without needed childcare funding. A final vote on these measures was expected in February.
■ Violence Against Women Act (VAWA): The House and
Senate successfully passed VAWA reauthorization legislation

JEFFREY S.
PRICE

before adjourning for the Christmas
recess and the measure has since been
signed by President Bush. Now we
must work to see that the necessary
funds are appropriated.
-- Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs): Two prominent world
events in 2005 - the June G8 Summit
and the U.N. September World
Summit - devoted large segments of
their agendas to the MDGs. These
meetings produced: a strong reaffirmation of these goals by the international
community (despite the Bush administration's lobbying to abandon them); a commitment by G8 leaders to significantly
increased foreign assistance by 2010; and 100% debt cancellation for a group of the world's most impoverished countries.
However, the foreign-aid commitment falls short of what most
experts believe is necessary for the goals to be met. Advocacy
and education around these goals will continue to be a top priority during 2006.
■ Orphans and Vulnerable Children: In a surprising and significant victory, Congress passed and President Bush signed the
Assistance to Orphans and Other Vulnerable Children Act of
2005. The legislation, for which the Episcopal Church has been
a principal advocate, provides - for the first time in the U.S. - a
comprehensive and holistic approach to the worldwide humanitarian crisis of orphans and vulnerable children. This includes
children who suffer from poverty, armed conflict, displacement,
trafficking and pandemic disease such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. Congress and the president now must follow
through with funding and strategies for implementing the bill.
The Episcopal Church joined several other organizations in submitting such a set of strategies to Congress and will be following these developments in 2006.
■ Darfur: Despite having declared that the situation in Darfur is
genocide and vowing to take necessary steps to stem the atrocities,
the Bush administration and allies in Congress removed $50 million in U.S. support for African Union peacekeeping forces.
Congress also adjourned for the year without passing key legislation to strengthen and fund the U.S. response to the crisis, the
Darfur Peace and Accountability Act. We will continue to highlight
this issue and push for the necessary funding for peacekeeping.

A helping hand

Day features
current events,
advocacy tips
Anyone interested in learning
more about how to be an
effective advocate for public
policy issues should mark
their calendars for the
Ecumenical Legislative
Advocacy Day on March 29.
State legislators and church
leaders will spend the day
discussing current legislative
concerns. The Rev. Dr. Jim
Childs, a professor at Trinity
Lutheran Seminary, will offer a
theological reflection about
citizenship. In addition, Jeffrey
Price, director of public policy
for the diocese, and Tom
Smith, from the Ohio Council
of Churches, will hold a workshop entitled, “Hot Topics and
Advocacy 101.”
The cost of the day is $20,
which includes lunch.
Registration begins at 9:30
a.m. at Trinity Church, 125
Broad St., in Columbus (on
Capital Square, across from
the statehouse). The workshop runs from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. The Diocese of Southern
Ohio is one of the sponsors of
the event.
For more information, contact
Tom Smith, Ohio Council of
Churches, at 614.885.9590,
ext. 15 or tsmith@ohcouncilchs.org. You can also contact Jeffrey S. Price, the diocese's director of public policy, at 614.354.9920 or jeffrey_price@episcopal-dso.org.

Churches celebrate
Appalachian Sunday

The Cincinnati West Deanery donated the offering collected at its deanery-wide Epiphany
Service to The HealthCare Connection. With three sites in the Cincinnati area, The HealthCare
Connection served nearly 12,000 low-income and uninsured people last year. Bishop
Kenneth Price and the Rev. Roger Foote, dean of Cincinnati West, present the offering to the
Rev. Dcn. Theorphilis Borden, who is the administrator of The HealthCare Connection.
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Congregations throughout the Diocese of Southern Ohio marked
Appalachian Ministries Sunday on Feb. 26 with special music, storytelling and offerings.
St. John's, Town Street, in Columbus, celebrated its members’
roots in the hills of Appalachia with traditional music and storytelling. Special guests included the bluegrass music of The Alum
Creek Singers and tales of Appalachia by storyteller Sally Crandall.
St. John’s is in the center of Franklinton, a neighborhood steeped
in Appalachian history and tradition. During the peak period of
Appalachian migration to Columbus in the 1940s to the 1970s,
many settled on the near west side of Columbus, drawn by urban
manufacturing, government and education jobs.
Twenty-two counties in the Diocese of Southern Ohio are considered part of Appalachia, along with sections of Columbus,
Cincinnati, Dayton and Springfield. At Diocesan Convention in
November, delegates approved a resolution marking the last Sunday
after the Epiphany as Appalachian Ministries Sunday. The effort is
designed to draw attention to both the special challenges faced in
rural and urban Appalachia as well as the rich cultural heritage.
Congregations also were encouraged to collect a special offering to
support Appalachian ministry.
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Calvary assists hurricane victims
BY ADRIENNE TURNER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
In late January, 10 parishioners from Calvary, Clifton, drove to Long Beach,
Miss., to participate in the Hurricane Katrina relief effort through the Episcopal
organization Camp Coast Care.
The mission trip was intense. Work crews went out each day and helped clean
up the damage by sorting through destroyed homes for personal items, repairing damaged homes and unloading donated supplies at the Interfaith distribution warehouse. Volunteers also worked at Camp Coast Care's free medical clinic, free food store and free clothing store.
In spite of the overwhelming devastation, it was clear that even the slightest
helping hand was greatly appreciated. I remember in particular a single mother,
Teri. I think of Teri feeling alone. Barely able to survive before Katrina, the hurricane has left her hopeless. Our work crew pulled up damp carpet and removed
damaged furniture from her home. We also listened to her story. With a Bible
on her bedside table, she spoke of her faith in God, her love for her son and her
feeling of despair. We both cried.
People in the Gulf Coast are still in great need of financial and material donations as well as help from volunteers to rebuild their communities. They also
need to know there is hope. I believe hope will be restored through renewed
faith in God and through the works of the Holy Spirit that can be seen in the
donations and volunteer efforts of people all over the world. Calvary's mission
trip to the Gulf Coast was a moving experience, and one I will never forget.

Images of devastation and hope
abound at Camp Coast Care.
Source: www.campcoastcare.com

Adrienne Turner, 25, is a member of Calvary, Clifton. This was the Calvary's second
mission trip to assist churches devastated by the hurricanes.
To learn more, contact the Rev. Jason Leo at jleo1@fuse.net or 513.861.4437
or go to www.campcoastcare.com.

St. Mark’s honors long-time
ministry, exemplary service
Over the years, St. Mark's, Dayton, has presented
Lifetime Service Awards to those who have distinguished
themselves through many years of exemplary service to the
parish. At this year's annual parish meeting, the church presented an award jointly to long-time members John and
Ruby Webster. Many people around the diocese know
John, who has served as member and president of the
Standing Committee, and many times as a delegate to our
Diocesan Convention and as deputy to General
Convention. Many others have come to know Ruby, especially through her music ministry.
Lois Askren, the editor of St. Mark's parish newsletter, The
Lion's Tale, shared these reflections of the Webster's ministry.
“They've been a part of our parish since the 1950s (its
early days over on Springfield St.). Through the years,
Ruby has directed our senior choir and involved us with
other local churches by having Combined Choir Concerts.
She also has directed children's choirs at St. Mark's and has
held music classes for the young children before the 10:30
a.m. service. And we mustn't forget the Christmas pageants,
which Ruby sometimes directed, and otherwise taught and
directed the accompanying music. She also has served as
senior warden. Skilled in needlework, she made one of our
beautiful altar rail cushions and, more recently, she made
some of our lovely and meaningful prayer shawls.
“And what of John? He has taught Sunday School for
more than 40 years, providing a specially designed course
that gives our children a thorough history, understanding
and appreciation for the Episcopal Church. He enhances
our worship services by singing bass in our adult choir, as
well as providing training and scheduling for our lectors
and Eucharistic Ministers. He has served as senior warden
and many terms on the vestry. He also has been a representative to the deanery, an oft-elected delegate to Diocesan
Convention, and deputy to General Convention. As a
retired advertising executive, he seems well-qualified to

Ruby and John Webster
plan and oversee our parish publicity in the community. He
has also been a supporter and member of our parish softball
team for many years.
“Together, the Websters were the exclusive laborers in
our Courtyard for many years - preparing and maintaining
the flowerbeds, which have brought forth such beauty for
us all to behold. They currently take part in our SchoolChurch Partnership with Kemp Elementary School in
Dayton, going to that school each week to work on a oneto-one level with the children who need that help.
“God bless this dedicated couple, who have helped make
St. Mark's such a special 'church home' for us all - John and
Ruby Webster.”
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A MISSION
MINUTE
During this sacred time of
Lent, we should all be thinking about our sacrifices.
One parish is planning to
ask its people to pray and
give for the relief of those in
need as a result of the
Katrina disaster. A “Drop in
the Bucket” will be featured,
and the ingathering will be
forwarded to the Episcopal
Relief and Development
Fund.
Each person will be asked
to pray daily for the victims
and to seal their prayers
with a daily gift, whether it
be 50-cents or $1 a day or
whatever might be given. A
hanging “bucket” will be set
up for the daily or weekly
sacrifices.
What greater use of our
sacrificial gifts can be
directed than to those
whose lives are still in need
of shelter, clothing and
food.
Pray for the victims of
Katrina!
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Lay theologian: Mark of our mortal nature
In elementary school I was asked to help out in the
library. Another boy and I were to put the chairs up
on the tables at the end of the day. As I recall, Tommy
and I did not always come at the same time. Some
days, his side would already be finished when I
arrived. At some point, there were several afternoons
in a row when I finished before he did.
Tommy told me he had discovered that if he didn't
put the chairs up, they got put up anyway. We didn't
need to do this chore after all. I thought about this as
I put chairs up on tables the next few days. Then I
stopped doing my part of the job as well.
After a week or more of neglect, the librarian
called me for a talking to. It turns out that we were
helping the elderly janitor so that he could sweep
the floors without having to put the chairs up himself. When we didn't do what we'd agreed to do, he
had to do it.
I was so ashamed. I remember it clearly to this day.
I was a good kid. I did what was expected of me. I
tested the boundaries with my parents, of course, but
at church and school, I was dutiful and earnest, and
the praise I received for being such a good boy was
important to me.
I had never worn sackcloth or put ashes on my
head, but I was certainly penitent. I felt so guilty.
“But as for me, I am a worm and no man, scorned by
all and despised by the people” (Psalm 22:6).
As she makes the sign of the cross in ashes on my
forehead, she reminds me that I am dust, and to dust
I shall return.
Lent began in the early church as a time of peni-

tence. Those whose “notorious sins” had caused a scandal in the community were
“excommunicated” - they
were dismissed from church
at each service before communion. During Lent, the
penitents underwent a
process of public fasting and
prayer in sackcloth and ashes
in order to be reconciled to
the community and readmitted to communion by Easter.
As the Rev. Dr. Marion Hatchett tells in his
Commentary on the American Prayer Book, during
the sixth century, the beginning of Lent was moved to
what we know as Ash Wednesday, so that there would
be 40 weekdays of this public penitence prior to
Easter. In the ninth century, the ritual imposition of
ashes and the reading of the seven penitential psalms
were added to the excommunicating early dismissal.
By the 12th century, this public penitence for notorious sinners was rare, but the readings and modified
rituals were maintained and ashes and penitence were
obligatory for everyone.
I kneel in the Chapel of the Heavenly Rest on the
lower floor of Christ Church, Springfield, there being
blessed by the stained glass Jesus as dawn has begun.
Charlotte makes the sign of the cross in ashes on our
foreheads and reminds us that we are dust, and to
dust we shall return.
As Abraham reckoned with God about the destruc-
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tion of Sodom, he said, “Let me take it upon myself
to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes”
(Genesis 18:27).
Hannah brought the toddler Samuel to the temple
to the priest, Eli, and rejoiced, “He raises up the poor
from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, to
make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of
honor” (1 Samuel 2:8).
Job repented of ever having presumed to question
God. Job said, “...therefore I despise myself, and
repent in dust and ashes” (Job 30:19).
Dust and ashes are all that is left when things disintegrate. Dust and ashes are substances deprived of
substance. And they are desert dry. They are not the
oil with which prophets anointed kings and priests
seal the newly baptized.
She makes the sign of the cross in ashes on my
forehead and reminds me that I am dust, and to dust
I shall return.
For he himself knows whereof we are made;
he remembers that we are but dust.
Our days are like the grass;
we flourish like a flower of the field;
When the wind goes over it, it is gone,
and its place shall know it no more.
(Psalm 103.14-16)
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor and chair of the
Department of Philosophy, Wittenberg University.
His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.

Love Song: Telling stories, making connections
The note on the door at 77 Jefferson Ave. in
Columbus apologized and expressed hope that the
house being closed would not be an inconvenience.
It seemed to be quite inconvenient at the time, but the
closing had a fortunate outcome.
I had long wanted to visit Thurber House. James
Thurber's writing had inspired some of my own, even
sermons. (I wonder what he would have made of
that). My wife Becky, son Robert and his wife,
Donna, had long planned the visit. We had driven for
hours. I was in the middle of a three-day bout of vertigo, and the trip for me, riding shotgun, was like a
long, unexciting roller-coaster ride.
We stayed in town overnight and used our free
time to visit the Franklin Park Conservatory, the art
museum, the Thurber Bar in the old Southern Hotel,
and generally to see Columbus.
At one o'clock the next afternoon we were back at
77 Jefferson. The house was open, and as we made a
self-guided tour, a guide arrived. She was Julia
Hadley, whose parents Ted and Julia Gardiner, were
longtime friends of Thurber. Mrs. Hadley remembered Thurber's visits when she was a girl. Her family supplied Thurber House with memorabilia, including clippings, theater programs and cards. The book
The Wonderful O was dedicated to the Gardiners,
with special mention of Ted's “Julias.”
If the house had been open the previous day, we
would have missed meeting Julia Hadley.
Among items we took home from Thurber house is
a card with a drawing of the author, in short sleeves,
slouched deep in a chair, cigarette in the right hand,
his left hand in his mussed hair, a drink on a side table
by an overflowing ash tray, a dog asleep at his feet.
This, Mrs. Hadley told us, was typical of his visits to
the Gardiner home.
Some time after our visit, I wrote Mrs. Hadley and

asked if she would write
down a few memories. She
graciously responded. She
may have remembered me
because I was the man who
couldn't lean over or make
any sudden moves.
She wrote that Thurber
“visited our house every
time he came back to
Columbus to see his mother, who lived at the
Southern Hotel.” (The
Thurbers lived in a number
of places in Columbus. The
Jefferson Avenue house was their home when
Thurber was attending Ohio State.)
“When Mr. Thurber called us on the telephone, he
would often disguise his voice when I was a young
girl…Our number was Kingswood 5663. One time
he called and asked for Mr. Kingswood. I told him
that he had the wrong number. He then said, 'Isn't this
Gardiner 5663?'…I caught on then even with his disguised voice and I said, 'Oh, Mr. Thurber. It's you!'”
Mrs. Hadley's father was in the theater equipment
business, and once Thurber disguised his voice and
called Ted Gardiner: “This is the High Buttles Bijou
Theater [no such place]. The seats are in backwards
and the screen is upside down. People are leaving in
droves.”
Thurber wrote limericks when visiting the
Gardiners. Mrs. Hadley remembers this one:
“A half a mile from Haverstraw there lived a half
witted fellow.
Half his house was brick and red and half was
wood and yellow.
Though half the town knew half his name, only
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half could spell it.
If you have half an hour, I have half a mind to tell
it.”
Ted Gardiner responded:
“A fourth of a mile from the Firth of Forth there
lived a forthright fellow.
A fourth of the time he was brave and strong, a
fourth of the time he was yellow.
A fourth of his days were happy and bright, a
fourth were dull and frowsy.
One Fourth of July he shot off his mouth and the
rest of his Fourth was lousy.”
I love stories and wish I could have been there.
Failing that, I'm glad the house was closed on the day
we planned to visit, and so we could meet Julia
Hadley who had sat at Thurber's feet and listened to
his stories. What was it like, I asked? She told us. If I
couldn't know James Thurber, knowing someone
who knew him surely is the next best thing.
People love stories-telling them, listening to them. I
gathered stories from my parents about their lives and
the lives of their parents and grandparents, and I've
passed them on to my children and grandchildren,
adding some of my own tales. Stories connect us.
Making these connections is also at the core of our
worship. We come together in our religious communities week by week and listen to stories that have
been passed along for centuries. What was it like? I
wish I could have been there. We also share stories
that are happening now. Pieces and versions of stories
that are all part of the only story that is.
It's a love story, and we're all in it, and it's supposed
to have a happy ending.
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the
Diocese of Lexington and a former senior editor
of Forward Movement Publications.

YOUTH
Journey to Adulthood

Students deepen faith, build community
BY LOIS ERVIN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Keeping high school students active in
parish life is a challenge common to
churches of all faiths. Nine years ago, St.
Anne, West Chester, began a new approach
with Leader Resource's “Journey to
Adulthood” program for middle and high
school students. This comprehensive program of education and spiritual formation
is gaining momentum with several parishes in our diocese now using this curriculum. Parishes begin with Rite 13, the first
of three levels and add the subsequent levels every two years as the original class
ages. Last fall, St. Anne formed a new Rite
13 class for the fifth time, a J2A group for
the fourth, and Young Adults in Church
(YAC) for the third time. Currently at St.
Anne, 65 students and 13 adult advisors are
actively participating in the three levels of
Journey to Adulthood.
The Rite 13 program begins with a focus Members of Journey to Adulthood and Youth Adults in Church teach Procter camp songs to new members of the Rite 13 class.
on building community. Through various
activities in and out of class, members realize their place in their small community, set for a planned pilgrimage in the summer of
group expectations and examine responsi- 2007. A chili sale on Super Bowl Sunday,
bilities to the world community. Recently, childcare for Valentine's Day, a Spaghetti
the sixth and seventh graders of St. Anne's Dinner, and a “Junktique” Rummage Sale
Rite 13 prepared an outreach program, are some of the late winter activities for
raising funds to purchase specially treated the J2A members.
The final level, YAC (Young Adults in
bed netting to protect children in Africa
Church),
is made up of students in tenth
from mosquitoes carrying the deadly
thru
twelfth
grades. At the YAC level, the
malaria virus. With the support of the
emphasis
is
taking
a more active role in the
parish, students have raised nearly $1,000,
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that's
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of
Interchange.
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and
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Thompson
at
womanhood are
Waiting their turn at the hayride, Conner Sweeney, Brian Saunders and Chris
parish, the YAC
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All
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Rupp of the Rite 13 class devour a funnel cake.
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as
Saints
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Church,
c/o
Richelle
and a realization
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Journey to Adulthood
the
Children's
Hospital
program.
Hospice,
as
the
beneficiary
of
After two years in Rite 13,
the
offertory
from
the
service.
the students move together to the
In addition to parish activities, many
next level, J2A. The members of the J2A
St.
Anne teens also attend diocesan
class continue to participate in service
youth
events, with Procter summer camp
projects and social activities. The emphaa
very
popular destination. Outreach is
sis in the classroom shifts to the spiritual
strong
among
the youth, with commitas these eighth and ninth graders prepare
ments
for
summer
mission trips to
for confirmation. Moving the age of conNavajoland
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With
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a
of 12 or 13 allows young people to disgreat
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of
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in
the
accomplishcern their own dedication to Christ's
teachings. Following confirmation, the ments of the members of Rite 13, J2A
J2A members embark on a pilgrimage in and YAC youth groups.
which they seek God away from the
To learn more about the programs, contact
familiarities and comforts of home. The
Lois
Erven at 513. 867. 1315. You can also
current J2A class at St. Anne recently
Members of the Rite 13 class explain the need for mosquito nets to protect
learn
more at the Leader Resource website:
began fusing fellowship and fundraising
children in Africa from malaria.
http://www.leaderresources.org/
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