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THE SAINTS GO

MARCHING IN

St. Paul's, Dayton,
mixed Dixieland
jazz with pancakes to celebrate
Shrove Tuesday
and Mardi Gras –
and to raise
money for a youth
mission trip to
Appalachia. At
left, Alan Parr and
his daughter
Alyssa, make a
joyful noise.
Below, Scott
Harman (left) and
Zach Rodabaugh,
members of St.
Paul's confirmation class, serve
up pancakes.
The event raised
more than
$2,000 for this
summer's mission
trip. Photos by
Leon Chuck

New ministries
embrace the full
reign of God
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
The Rev. Rosa Brown Autry has spent a lifetime nudging and teaching others to expand their views on the reign of God.
Too often, she says, people think other Christians look like them,
talk like them.
Her ministry, her calling, is to help people “live
into the fullness of the Gospel,” said Autry. “To
know that the reign of God is not just this little
group – not just these people who look just like me
– but it is something wider, something colorful.
That there are all these different parts – different
cultures and people – that function within the body.”
Autry's ministry received significant assistance
when the Diocese of Southern Ohio was awarded a
sizable grant from the Jessie Ball duPont Fund. The
The Rev. Rosa
New Americans Initiative grant, worth more than
Brown Autry
$300,000 over three years, will support Autry's work
with Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn, in reaching out to the
Hispanic population in Cincinnati and the work of the Rev. Admire
Cleve and the congregation of St. Cyprian of Carthage, Columbus, in
reaching out to immigrants from Sierra Leone and other parts of Africa.
“One of the purposes of this grant is to learn how to reach these
immigrants and help incorporate them into both the life of the church
and into their communities,” says the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust, who was
part of the grant application team. “We don't always have a good track
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Thinking outside the (food) box:

Churches find new ways to help the hungry
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
At a board meeting of the Madison County Food Pantry, the
Rev. Claire Hunkins of Trinity, London, was shocked to see the
year-end results for 2006. Surrounded by some of Ohio's most
fertile farmland, this ecumenical pantry had seen the number of
families seeking emergency food climb 51% in a single year.
In wealthy Westerville, the ecumenical emergency assistance
ministry WARM, supported by St. Matthew's, served more than
2,000 families in 2006, a 33% increase over 2005. Inner-city
Columbus pantries like Neighborhood Services, Inc., (NSI) are
starting to get calls from desperate people in Westerville, Dublin,
and even New Albany, says NSI's executive director Cheryl Carter.
The Columbus Dispatch recently ran a front-page story reporting that food insecurity is rising sharply in Central Ohio, espe-

cially in the suburbs. From 2000 to 2006, food stamp enrollment
more than doubled in each of the six counties surrounding
Columbus.
“Far and away, the biggest factor is the economy,” a
spokesman for the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
told the Dispatch. The job and wage stagnation that have long
plagued Northeast and Southeast Ohio are now reaching Central
Ohio, reports Laura Holton of Fairfield County Department of
Job and Family Services.
Despite the leap in enrollment, only 40% of the Ohioans coming to food panties are currently receiving food stamps, even
though virtually all meet the eligibility criteria, reports Lisa
Hamler-Fugitt, Executive Director of the Ohio Association of
Second Harvest Foodbanks.

PLEASE SEE HUNGRY, PAGE 5

REFLECTIONS

Lent: Embrace dependence on God, connections
As I write, we are in the early weeks
of Lent, the season when we prepare
ourselves for Holy Week and Easter
through self-denial, good works and
reflection. Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday, when many Christians
receive the sign of the cross on their
foreheads with the words, “Remember
that you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.”
It is always a challenge for me to
repeat those words over and over
again, as I press my ashen thumb on
the forehead of one person after another. I will never forget the time I first
faced Margaret as the next recipient of
ashes. I didn't want to say these words
to her. It was even worse when I
imposed ashes on our children saying
those words.
None of us finds it easy to deal with
the fact that we are mortal. It is even
harder to face our common mortality
when it comes to those we are most
closely linked to.
But there is something wonderful
here, too. We receive the mark of the
ashes in the form of a cross, in the very
place where we have been crossed with
oil as the seal of our baptism. So we
know that the imposition of ashes is
not simply a harsh reminder that we are
going to die. It is more than that – a
reminder of God's love in sending
Christ to love us, even to the point of
death. The sign of the cross on our
foreheads declares that we belong to
God, have been ransomed by God and
will never be let go of by God. We can
dare to be honest about our sins,
because we know that nothing will
separate us from God's love.
There is something else wonderful here. Ashes are the medium of
our being marked as Christ's own.
True, the ashes are meant to recall
that we are dust, that we belong to

BISHOP-ELECT
TOM
BREIDENTHAL

the material
world, which
is subject to
decay and dissolution. But
that
doesn't
mean that we
aren't spiritual
by nature. And
this is the
good
news:
for us, being
spiritual and
having bodies
are not opposites. They go together.
Science is constantly reminding us
that we are “merely” material – that
even our most sublime spiritual and
moral achievements are grounded in
biological processes. Ash Wednesday
has no fundamental argument with this
view. In accordance with classical
Jewish and Christian teaching, it
affirms that we are dust – there is no
part of our being that is not bodily in
nature. But it asserts without apology
that our material nature is fully
equipped to know God, to love God,
and to reflect God's love in all we say
and do. This is what it means to be
made in God's image.
The 1998 movie City of Angels centers on an angel who wants to
exchange his immortal nature for the
human condition. Because Seth
(Nicolas Cage) is immortal and has no
physical body, he is unable to experience the full register of human feelings. His attachment to Maggie (Meg
Ryan) causes him to question everything. Better to be a human being who
is going to die in the end than to be an
angel who cannot suffer and therefore
cannot truly love.
As an exercise in theology, City of
Angels is too one-dimensional. In the

Christian tradition, all rational beings,
from God on down, are capable of profound love and commitment. Love is
not the same thing as emotion. In fact,
it is the opposite: love is often the sheer
determination to stick around and provide care when our feelings are hounding us to call it quits. Anyone who has
remained patient but firm with a
tantrum-prone child knows this.
Nevertheless, this film and others of
its ilk (Meet Joe Black is another example) are on to something. They take note
of our yearning to be rid of the limitations that our physical and emotional
nature lay upon us, and they remind us
that these limitations go hand in hand
with capacities that are of priceless
worth. For Hollywood, these capacities
end up having to do mostly with
romance, but that shouldn't blind us to
the real lesson to be learned here. Our
physical and emotional make-up – what
theologians often call our embodiedness
– is not a bar to spirituality. Indeed, it is
what makes our spirituality possible. Far
from going beyond our bodies to be in
touch with God, we need to embrace our
nature as embodied beings more fully.
What does it mean, practically
speaking, to embrace the fact that we
are dust? It means, first of all, recognizing that everything we are and everything we have depends on God's initiative and support. As the Bible repeatedly asserts, we are clay (dust!) in God's
hands. We should not chafe under this
stricture but rather constantly give
thanks to God for our sheer existence
and the opportunity God has given each
of us to taste the miracle of life.
It also means that each of us belongs
completely to the universe that God
has made. Each of us is made of the
same stuff as stars and viruses and mineral ore. We are connected to every part
of the creation. At first, this may seem

Absalom Jones remembered, honored

T

he diocese celebrated in early February the life
and ministry of Absalom Jones, the first black
man ordained in the Episcopal Church. As part of the
service, praise dancers from St. Andrew's, Evanston,
(pictured here) and St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln
Heights, joined in the worship. The Rev. Tom
Breidenthal delivered his first sermon as bishop-elect
in the Diocese of Southern Ohio during the service.
The bishop-elect preached that the Holy Spirit empowers and impels us to “lend our voice to those who
have no one to speak for them; to sit with those who
are in grief; to visit those who, behind real or imagined
bars, find themselves imprisoned. Our worthiness or
unworthiness is of no account here. The Spirit that
anointed Jesus will anoint us also, if we allow our
yearning for his goodness and love to draw us into his
welcoming embrace.” See the full test of his sermon
online at www.episcopal-dso.org.
Photos by David Thomson
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like a scary thought: we often prefer to
think there are firm boundaries
between our identity and the rest of the
world. But from a spiritual point of
view, connection is always good, since
God's will for us is community without
bounds. Indeed, I believe this is what
we are all yearning for. So it is good
news to be reminded that we don't have
to forge connections with the natural
world and with one another. Those
connections are already there, built into
the whole cloth out of which all of us
are made.
Embracing our dependence on God
and our connection to one another is an
essential Lenten discipline, because it
opens us to the full significance of
Easter. On the one hand, Jesus' resurrection promises us that we will enjoy
an eternal life that our own earthly
nature could never achieve on its own.
But the only way we can lay hold of
this gift is by embracing our dependence on God, since the eternal life we
are offered is a life of worship centered
on God, not on ourselves.
On the other hand, Jesus' resurrection opens up to us the possibility that
we will be able to renew the connections that have been severed by death.
But we cannot pick and choose among
the connections that will be renewed.
Every connection, however painful,
will face us in the kingdom of God,
waiting to be healed and redeemed.
May the power of Jesus' cross and
resurrection give us all courage to lay
hold of the life God has granted us,
fragile and inherently brief as it is, to
hear and respond to God's love for us
as it has been revealed to us in Christ.
The Rev. Tom Breidenthal is
the bishop-elect of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. Contact him at
bishop_elect@episcopal-dso.org.
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Finding God on the mountaintops
– and in the valleys – of life
In February, after weeks of above average temTHE RT. REV. Prayer, Softly and Tenderly, Go Tell it on the
peratures and a false sense of security, winter finalMountain, What a Friend we Have in Jesus, I Come
KENNETH L. to the Garden Alone, Leaning on the Everlasting
ly came. Meetings were postponed, and long idle
PRICE JR.
snow shovels were put to work. The month started
Arms, Amazing Grace, and Will the Circle Be
out fine. I had gone to New York for meetings of
Unbroken.
Kenyon College and Forward Movement boards
Lee Anne's sermon pointed out that this day was
and a visit with our seminarians at the General
chosen as Appalachian Sunday since the
Theological Seminary. It was bitter cold but clear,
Transfiguration Gospel rings so true to those of us
and we enjoyed walking about the city. On Sunday
with a mountain heritage. Her remarks not only liftMariann and I went to Grace Church to worship
ed up the meaning of the Scripture but underscored
with former Southern Ohioans Don Waring and
that Jesus (and St. John's Church) welcomes and valLinda Bartholomew. As we prepared to come
ues everyone, no matter what their circumstances.
home, we kept a wary eye on the weather reports.
When the service was over, several parishioners,
As it turned out, we were able to get an earlier flight
including deacons-in-training, Craig Foster and Joe
just before the storm that had ravaged the Midwest
Mazza, were packing up to take spiritual and materimoved into Newark. We got home OK, but our fellow Forward al food to “Street Church in the Park.”
Movement board members who were flying to Cincinnati got
Lee Anne remarked that although the disciples (and we)
stuck in New York. When we arrived in Columbus, our car was want to stay on the mountaintop, life does not work that way.
literally encased in ice, but we chipped it out and drove home. This rings particularly true for Appalachians, including many
Although I was able to drive to Cincinnati a day later for a who were there that day. Issues of poverty, violence, enviStanding Committee meeting, our Bishop-elect, who was try- ronmental ravage and injustice have long been part of the
ing to fly back to the same Newark airport I had just left, had Appalachian culture. One of the announcements in the servhis flight delayed as TV reports showed stranded travelers all ice invited us to come to a gathering to address issues of
over.
poverty among the working poor. These subjects take us
My Sunday visitation for February 18 was scheduled for St. quickly down from the mountaintop into the valleys of life.
James, Piqua. Their rector, Rob Baldwin, had already informed And yet, even in the midst of them on this Sunday, we came
me that their confirmation class was going to wait until spring to celebrate our history, music and tenaciousness in the face
for the regional confirmation. Nevertheless, I was looking for- of adversity.
ward to just being with these wonderful, chocolate-loving
I could not help but make some comparisons with our larger
Christians. I spent Friday at Bexley Hall in Columbus visiting church today. We prayed that morning for our Presiding Bishop
with our 12 seminarians and kept an ear on the weather reports. who was attending her first Primates meeting in Africa. By the
Another storm was moving in, and so I began making plans to time this column is printed, that meeting will be history and
drive to Piqua Saturday night to avoid early Sunday morning, reports of it thoroughly vetted. What should have been a moununtreated roads. When I got home, however, there was a mes- taintop experience for our church – the coming together of the
sage from Rob taking me up on an offer to move my visitation primates of all our 38 provinces – was fractured from the beginto a Sunday afternoon in May.
ning. This is in some ways a valley time for our church. My
And so, with a rare Sunday now open, I debated what church prayer is that somehow we can find a way, even in the midst of
to attend. It was Appalachian Sunday, and although I was con- the serious problems that are besetting us, to draw upon our rich
fident there would be special prayers wherever I went, I knew heritage and celebrate our common faith in Jesus Christ. I
that all the stops would be pulled out at St. John's, Columbus. would pray that there may exist for our larger church a spirit as
This congregation sits in the middle of an urban Appalachian uplifting as I found at St. John's, Columbus, on that snowy
community and values its heritage deeply.
Sunday.
St. John's in not in an area where the streets are cleared early,
We are in the midst of the season of Lent. During the
so Jeff, who was already going there and has four-wheel drive, announcements, Lee Ann reviewed all the extra Lenten servicinvited us to go with him. I was glad we did for as we arrived, es and study groups in the congregation and deanery and invita car in front of the church was being pushed out of a snow ed us to “Exhaust yourselves with all the opportunities to be
bank. But as cold as it was outside,we found a warm and invit- contemplative.” I imagine those opportunities abound in each
ing spirit inside. The church was relatively full for such a bad of your congregations as well. I urge you to partake to the
day, and there were lots of children and some visitors. The bul- fullest. As we move toward our mountaintop experience when
letin made it easy for non-Episcopalians to follow the service, we consecrate Dr. Breidenthal as our next Bishop Diocesan,
and Vicar Lee Anne Reat's informal style made everyone feel may our prayers and contemplation be not only of thanksgiving
welcome.
for God's abundant grace upon us here but also for God's recThere were three Appalachian musicians who performed a onciling power to be with our larger church.
wonderful prelude. The hymns were all ones I remembered
Have a blessed Lent!
from my youth in West Virginia – not necessarily from my
childhood Episcopal churches but certainly they were part of
Bishop Price serves as bishop in Southern Ohio.
the music of our culture. The hymns included Sweet Hour of
Contact him at bishop_price@episcopal-dso.org.

A MISSION MINUTE
Do you ever wonder if the little you do makes any
difference to anyone? We know that we can give
money for many causes, but the result often seems
so remote from the actual gift.
But all of us have the gift of reaching out to people. Have you ever complimented a stranger on
something they have done? Or congratulated the
choir director on the wonderful music that you heard
that day during the service? Or even thanked the
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mailman for bringing (along with the bills) a word
from an old friend?
You never know when something you do, or say,
makes a difference to someone. We are so used to
being rewarded for our efforts that somehow we can't
accept that just doing something is enough and that
God knows that our efforts and intentions are done in
His name. That should be all we need to feel good
about ourselves.

CONSECRATION OF IX BISHOP

April 28

will be a historic day for Southern Ohio.
On that day, the Rev. Dr. Thomas
Breidenthal will be ordained and consecrated as the IX Bishop
Diocesan of Southern Ohio. The service is at Mershon
Auditorium on the Ohio State University Campus in Columbus,
followed by his formal installation at Christ Church Cathedral
in Cincinnati on May 12.

Details:

When: The service begins at
11 a.m. on April 28. Doors open
at 9:30 a.m. The service is
expected to last 2 1/2 hours. A
reception will be held after the service. All those attending the
consecration are invited to the reception. The service is being held
at the Wexner Mershon Auditorium on the campus of The Ohio
State University in Columbus. The Mershon Auditorium is located
on North High Street at 15th Avenue.
Tickets: The Mershon Auditorium seats 2,500 people. The
Diocese of Southern Ohio has more than 25,000 Episcopalians.
Ticketing procedures have been developed to be as fair and inclusive as possible.
Dignitaries, special guests, bishops and family and friends of the
bishop-elect will receive tickets to the consecration. In addition,
anyone invited to participate in the procession of the service will
receive a seat. That includes all clergy (priests and deacons), postulants and candidates for holy orders. Others, including the diocesan
choir and musicians performing during the service and lay members of the Standing Committee, Diocesan Council and diocesan
staff also will be invited to process. Those invited to process will
receive a letter from the diocese with more details.
Each congregation in the diocese will be allotted 15 tickets. Churches
can decide how to best distribute these tickets within the congregation.
Each congregation must register online to sign up for the tickets. They also
may request to be placed on a waiting list for additional tickets or donate
extra tickets to other congregations. The online form will have a place for
special requests, including for handicapped seating. The online form can be
found at www.episcopal-dso.org, on the homepage under Announcements,
or by going to the Consecration link in the main menu.
Clergy spouses must have a ticket but can request
through the online form a special ticket
beyond the 15 allotted for each congregation. There is reserved seating
only for service participants.
Children are most welcome to
attend the service. Infants sitting in an adult's lap will not
need a ticket - but other children sitting in their own seats
must have a ticket. Clergy
who choose not to process
also must have a ticket.
Tickets will be mailed
to the congregations in
mid-April. The deadline for
registering for the tickets is
March 28. Requests for additional tickets will be handled as
fairly as possible.
Questions about ticketing: Priests in
charge of a congregation or senior wardens if there is no resident priest should
contact the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust at
513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712 or
vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org. Please
direct your questions through the priest or
senior warden.
Diocesan choir/musicians: The chair of
the consecration subcommittee for music,
Marti Rideout, has contacted every congregation through either the priest or choir director
to solicit names for participation in the diocesan choir or as a musician. There are mandatory rehearsals in March and April. She will
contact the members with rehearsal details.

Listening sessions: Listen. Dream. Imagine. Bishop-elect
Breidenthal invites you to share with him your hopes and dreams for
the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Spend time with him talking about
what's working – and what's not – in the diocese. All are invited to
attend these listening sessions, which will be held in each deanery
throughout the spring. This is your chance to help the bishop-elect as
he crafts a vision for the future of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
The meetings are scheduled to last about two hours and will be
structured so that as many people as possible have an opportunity
to speak. For more information, contact your local priest or dean.
As you prepare for the meeting, consider these questions: What is
the most interesting and/or exciting thing that you have experienced in the diocese? What is your heart's desire for the diocese?
Schedule of deanery listening sessions:
■ March 4: Northeast Deanery, St. James, Zanesville, 3:30 p.m.
■ March 5: Cincinnati West, Holy Trinity, Wyoming, 7 :30 p.m.
■ March 11: Hocking Valley, Good Shepherd, Athens, 3:30 p.m.
■ March 12: Columbus, St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington, 7 p.m.
■ March 26: Northwest, Trinity, Troy, 7 p.m.
■ April 16: Cincinnati East, St. Thomas, Terrace Park, 7 p.m.
■ April 30: Dayton, Canterbury Court Retirement Community,
West Carrollton, 7 p.m.
■ May 2: Ohio River, Christ Church Cathedral, 7 p.m.
■ May 8: Miami River, St. Patrick's, Lebanon, 7 p.m.
■ June 3: Scioto River, St. Andrew's, Washington Court House, 3 p.m.
Banners: Each congregation is encouraged to bring a banner to set up
in the lobby of the Mershon Auditorium. Please bring all of the equipment necessary to erect the banner, including the stand and pole. There
will be no equipment available at the auditorium to hang the banner.
Each congregation is responsible for setting up the banner by 10:30 a.m.
on April 28 and must take it down following the service.
Hotel accommodations: For those wishing to arrive in Columbus
the night before the consecration, a block of hotel rooms is on reserve
at The Holiday Inn on the Lane, 328 W. Lane Ave. The reserved
rate is $99 plus tax. To reserve a room, call 614.294.4848 and
mention that you are with the Episcopal Diocese. Parking at the
hotel is free. The hotel is less than a mile from the Mershon
Auditorium. Shuttle service to and from the Mershon can be
arranged at check-in. Acertificate of exemption for taxes is
posted online under the Consecration link.
Episcopal gifts: When a new bishop is consecrated, it is
traditional to present him or her with symbols of the episcopal
office. In this case, and after consultation with the Bishop-elect,
it seems to be most appropriate for the people of the diocese to
present Dr. Breidenthal with his episcopal ring and crozier. The
Standing Committee and Consecration Committee have asked
Bishop Price to head up a drive to raise funds for these gifts. They
should be from the people, not purchased from diocesan funds. Should
more money be collected than needed, then the people of the diocese
would be able to also present him with some of his episcopal vestments as well.
Contributions in any amount may be mailed to Patricia Hassel
at 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, 45202. Checks should be made
payable to the Diocese of Southern Ohio. The check and the envelope should be marked: “episcopal gifts.”
Installation service: The IX Bishop of Southern Ohio will be
“installed” at Christ Church Cathedral on May 12. This service is
the official seating of the bishop in the cathedral of the diocese.
Christ Church Cathedral would like to celebrate our new bishop's
consecration and installation with a diocesan-wide art exhibit.
Every congregation is invited to submit a piece of art (any medium). We hope to display the art from April 15 through the end of
May. For more information, please contact the Rev. Canon Anne
Wrider at 513.842.2054 or awrider@cccath.org.
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“Therefore
Father, make
Thomas a
bishop in
your Church.
Pour out
upon him the
power of
your princely
Spirit,
whom you
bestowed
upon your
beloved Son
Jesus Christ,
with whom
he endowed
the apostles,
and by whom
your Church
is built up in
every place,
to the
glory and
unceasing
praise of
your Name.”
Ordination
of a Bishop,
Book of
Common
Prayer

NEWS
FROM PAGE 1: NEW GRANT SUPPORTS MULTI-CULTURAL MINISTRY
record as the Episcopal Church of reaching out to
new immigrants in intentional ways. Hopefully
this grant will help us to change that pattern and
to open our doors wider and welcome everyone.”

main sermon in Spanish and the summaries in English.
Some churches throughout the country have
reached out to the Spanish-speaking population
by providing separate Spanish-language services.
Autry believes that's problematic, creating two
separate congregations instead of one multi-cultural faith community.
“That's not what we're called to do in a multicultural environment,” says Autry. “We're not
learning from each other when we worship and
gather at different times…As people get to know
each other and develop relationships, they see the
wider reign of God. Getting to know someone
who is different from you makes your life so
much richer.”

First woman ordained

Born in Costa Rica, Autry has spent much of her
ministry as an active layperson. She worked for
years as the administrative assistant to the bishop in
Costa Rica. She helped run diocesan conventions,
oversaw Christian education programs and led a
congregation as a lay person. The tug of a calling
to the priesthood took hold in the early 1990s, and
in November, 1994, Autry became the first woman
ordained to the priesthood in Costa Rica.
It was difficult, Autry says. People would tell her
Ministry bearing fruit
they didn't approve of the ordination; several male
Autry is making lots of home visits and conpriests found it hard to accept her as an equal colleague.
“My strong sense of my calling gave me the Members of Church of Our Saviour, Mt. Auburn, attended a rally to necting with Hispanic families. She's active in
social justice issues, serving as a translator in
strength and courage to overcome the difficulties support the creation of a janitors union.
court, helping Spanish-speaking folks file their
and problems,” says Autry. “Male or female, my
taxes and rallying to support the creation of a union for janitors, many of whom
ministry was able to flourish and grow because God was with me.”
After several years in Costa Rica, Autry answered a call to serve for an inter- are Hispanic immigrants. Authentic outreach to Hispanics must support both the
social needs and the spiritual ones, Autry says.
im period at a large Episcopal church in Arizona.
Her work is beginning to bear fruit, with Hispanic visitors on Sunday mornings and
“It was a little scary,” concedes Autry, to leave her family and country. But she
saw the move as an opportunity for people “to see another face of the Episcopal throughout the week. A couple of families have made Our Saviour their church home.
But even if there are no Spanish-speaking people in pews on Sunday, the servchurch, to get a broader view of the Anglican Communion.”
From there, she moved to the Diocese of Los Angeles and served as vicar of ice is still bilingual – as are all of the church publications and even the message
on the answering machine.
Church of the Magdalene and worked with the diocese's Hispanic ministry.
“In five years, I see a multi-cultural community that is vibrant and striving for
In May, 2006, Autry became a newlywed. She moved to Cincinnati to be with her new
husband, Toney, and contacted Bishop Ken Price. He put her in touch with one of the dio- justice,” says Autry. “We're responding to the needs of the community. Putting in
action what Jesus has called us to do: welcome the stranger. Feed the poor. Clothe
cese's champions of Hispanic ministry, the Rev. Paula Jackson, rector of Our Saviour.
the naked. Visit the sick and those in jail.”
Transforming into a multi-cultural community
Autry sees the Episcopal Church as well-positioned to reach out to the
A year later -- and with the support of the duPont grant, Autry and Jackson Hispanic community. Many Spanish-speaking people are familiar with the liturwork side by side, transforming Our Saviour into a multi-cultural worshipping gy of the church through the Roman Catholic tradition. In the United States,
community. Our Saviour has been preparing for this for years. Jackson and the Autry says they often see the Episcopal Church as more welcoming and responparish place social justice as a top priority in their ministry and inclusion of all sive to their needs.
people is at the foundation of their work in the community. Still, moving to a
“We are called to live the fullness of the Gospel. We are called to respond to the comcompletely multi-cultural congregation takes time and care, and they hold regu- munity we are serving. We can't just be there, waiting for them to come to us,” Autry
lar workshops to talk about each stage of the transformation.
says. “My passion is to see the Diocese of Southern Ohio embrace a multi-cultural
Worship services at Our Saviour are now completely bilingual. The worship dynamic. To encourage us to look around and see how our society and community are
bulletin prints Spanish on one side and English on the other. Sometimes the changing and ask how the church can be present in the community and respond to
prayers are read in Spanish, and the Gospel in English, or vice versa. If the sermon those changes. It is then we can see a glimpse of the greater reign of God here on earth.”
is delivered primarily in English, the preacher recaps the main points in Spanish.
A few Sundays ago, Jackson, who speaks both English and Spanish, delivered the
Next month: Multi-cultural ministry in Columbus

FROM PAGE 1: FINDING NEW WAYS TO HELP THE HUNGRY
As need is spiraling, emergency food pantries are
having to spend significantly more for food. Cheryl
Carter, director of the ecumenical Neighborhood
Services Inc. in Columbus, which receives funding
from St. Stephen's and ECSF, reports that the pantry's
food bill went from about $3,000 in 2005 to $15,000
last year. The enormous cost jump came because the
food bank that supplies NSI had to eliminate commodity grants and start charging a per-pound transportation fee for all food. Those fees went up another 50% this winter.
At the same time, the variety available from food
banks has plummeted, forcing pantries to scramble for
more funds to provide nutritional balance.
Neighborhood Services converted its operations to a
Choice Pantry model in 2005, but for several weeks this
winter, the only vegetable they were able to get from the
food bank was green beans. “Some choice,” says Carter
dryly. She has begun meeting with Lutheran Social
Services and the Salvation Army to see if they can collaborate to buy together in bulk, so they can once again
offer nutritionally balanced commodities to the families
they serve. “This is part of an ongoing effort to be good
stewards of your donations and plan effectively to meet
community need,” Carter explains.
The other new strategy is to increase the proportion of eligible people enrolled in food stamps. Most
pantries are only able to provide a three- to seven-day
supply of food to families once a month. Food
stamps can add hundreds of dollars a month to a fam-

Cheryl Carter, right, is trying to keep Neighborhood
Services' Choice Pantry stocked despite spiraling costs
and shrinking options at the Mid-Ohio Foodbank.
ily's purchasing power, and can be used to select any
fresh, canned, or frozen foods at a grocery story or
many other retail outlets.
With a grant from the Jessie Ball duPont Fund, the
diocese's Episcopal Community Services Foundation
(ECSF) has been training volunteers to use the
Benefit Bank, a free web-based program that screens
people for eligibility for food stamps and fills out
applications. Every additional family enrolled in
food stamps helps a pantry to stretch food supplies to
serve more people in need, especially those who can't
qualify for federal assistance.
Volunteers from St. Paul's Martins Ferry, St.
Philip's, Cincinnati, and at least 13 other Episcopal
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churches have completed Benefit Bank training and
are starting to help food pantry visitors to begin the
daunting process of applying to their local departments of Job and Family Services. Only county
caseworkers can grant food stamps and other nutritional assistance such as WIC.
The average Benefit Bank user is eligible for more
than $200 in food stamps a month. To get the stamps,
though, requires a sheaf of supporting documentation, from rent receipts to employment verifications.
Church volunteers accustomed to handing out a bag
of groceries find that food stamp outreach requires
lengthy one-on-one conversations to answer the
questions on the application. It takes hope and
patience from both the applicant and the volunteer to
wade through the effort of compiling the receipts,
bills, letters, social security cards and other papers
needed to convince county caseworkers of eligibility.
But the face of a hungry child and the sparse
shelves of the pantry provide the inspiration to try. A
Benefit Bank screen predicting that a family could
get $200 a month, or $2,400 extra per year to buy
food, is a mighty incentive to venture from a simple
handout to a brave act of advocacy.
ECSF and OAHSF are planning a major food stamp
and Medicaid enrollment campaign in April. If you'd
like to take the free training to use the Benefit Bank
software (which is also free), please contact ECSF's
Ariel Miller at 513.221.0547 or ECSF@eos.net

NEWS

Up next: Procter summer camp
BY THE REV. RUTH B. PAULUS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
When the red, red robin comes bob, bob, bobbing
along….. I can remember my grandmother humming
this when she sited her first robin of spring. She
always said that when you saw the first robin, spring
was most certainly on its way. Well, despite frigid
temperatures last month, I awoke to the sound of
chirping birds. Yet today as I write this, sleet and
freezing rain are pecking at my window. What foul
weather…. Not fit for man nor beast, or our feathered
friends for that matter.
But the chirping reminds me that spring is coming
and so too summer - and summer camp at Procter. In
the cold of winter when warm days seem far away,
sometimes I wonder how camp changes the lives of
those who participate. But then I read the stories from
young people about the importance of camp, about
how it changes their lives and helps them build new
relationships with other young people and with God.
Already registrations are coming in from young people ready for summer, ready for the amazing experi-

NEWS
NOTES
Trainers needed
The Sexual Misconduct and Child Abuse
Prevention Training team needs more trainers.
Qualifications include certification that a person has
taken the Misconduct Awareness training in this diocese; an ability to speak and teach; and a willingness
to do at least one training session a year outside of a
person's own congregation.
The training for trainers will be held at Procter
Camp & Conference Center on May 5 from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. To register, contact the Rev. Canon Anne
Wrider at 513.842.2054 or awrider@cccath.org.

2008 Budget application online
Committees or organizations wishing to receive
financial support from the 2008 diocesan budget must
apply for the funds by March 31. Diocesan organizations, activities and ministries approved by Diocesan
Council and/or Diocesan Convention, are eligible to
receive funds from the Mission Share Budget of the
diocese. The application is available online at
www.episcopal-dso.org. Fill out the application and
return it to Patricia B. Hassel, Financial Officer, at 412
Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202, no later
than March 31. Questions: e-mail at patricia_hassel@episcopal-dso.org or call 513.421.0311.

Bishop appoints two to ECSF board
Bishop Kenneth Price Jr. has appointed Dan Fulton
of St. Alban's, Bexley, and the Rev. Rick McCrackenBennett of All Saints, New Albany, as trustees of the
Episcopal Community Services Foundation (ECSF).
The two bring rich experience in congregational
dynamics, youth ministry and communications. Both
add a valued ecumenical perspective as converts to
the Episcopal Church – McCracken-Bennett is a former Catholic priest, and Fulton was raised Methodist.
An expert in communications and information technology, Fulton will help ECSF develop website content
to serve as a planning and networking resource. ECSF
trustees serve as volunteer consultants to congregations, and Fulton brings great experience in engaging
youth and young adults in community ministry.

Procter Summer Camp schedule
June 18-23: For rising 6th and 7th graders
June 25-30: Rising 8th and 9th graders
July 2-7: Rising 10th-12th graders and graduated
seniors
July 15-19: Adventure camp
July 19-22: Family camp
July 24-28: Rising 4th and 5th graders
July 24-28: Creative arts camp
All camps are $200 per person, except for family
camp. Family camp prices: $100 per person, 18 and
older; $50 per person under 18. Register and/or pay
online at www.dsoyouth.org.
ence of a week at Procter. On several occasions, I
have been to malls or diocesan events, when out of
the blue, I hear someone say, “Hey, Mama Ruth!” I
get a hug from a camper or staffer I have not seen in
months. I ask if they're coming to camp. Their reply:
“I wouldn't miss it!” The joy that comes from those

encounters and the catching up with their lives reinforces that camp does make a difference in all our
lives in such a rich and rewarding fashion.
So despite the weather, despite the month… spring
and camp will be here in short order, thankfully so. We
have a nice blend of old and new this season, adding a
creative arts camp along with our old favorites. And I
promise that our staffers will be amazing!
As you set your sights on the months ahead,
remember Procter Summer Camp. Because we want
everyone to have a chance to participate, we've
reduced the prices while at the same time retaining
the safe and spiritual environment at camp. Go
ahead: register now and get ready for a great and
enriching time. Come! Hang out with nature and
awaken to the sound of chirping birds, laughter and
friends… and the fullness of summer that you can
only find at Procter.
The Rev. Ruth Paulus is priest-in-charge at St.
Christopher, Fairborn, and the director of the Procter
summer camping program. Contact her at
rb1paulus@yahoo.com.

Teen receives “Kids with Heart” award
Lisa Jacob of St. James, Westwood, was honored in February by Tri-County Mall north of Cincinnati
with a first-ever Kids With Heart Award. Lisa was
selected from 57 nominees for the award (which
includes a $500 donation to the charity of her choice
– St. James – and a $100 shopping spree) because of
her outstanding character and compassion for others.
Lisa is from Miami Heights and attends St. Ursula
Academy. She was selected for the award because of
her efforts to successfully establish and manage a
continuing school supply drive for the Central
Fairmont Elementary School.
Lisa says she “has always enjoyed getting new
school supplies so I wanted to help other kids who
aren't as fortunate as I am to have nice things. I hope
by giving kids new school supplies it will help them become more excited about school.”
The Kids With Heart Award seeks to recognize a child for something other than grades or sports achievement.
While those accolades are important, the award is meant to honor selfless acts of caring and concern for others.
Bishop Price named McCracken-Bennett to a one-year
term as liaison between ECSF and the Commission on
Congregational Life (COCL). That commission is a volunteer team of clergy and lay leaders who provide consulting help to congregations of all sizes. The commission
also provides grants to congregations with limited means
who are positioned to provide significant Episcopal witness in their community. ECSF makes grants to many of
the same churches for social justice work, so McCrackenBennett's membership in both groups will ensure good
communication between the two grants committees.
Ordained an Episcopal priest in 1989, Rick was one of
the founders of the Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster, bringing together historic churches in Mechanicsburg, Urbana,
and Bellefontaine. He launched All Saints as a new start in
1997 and currently serves as All Saints' rector.

Standing Committee reports
The Standing Committee met Feb. 15 at the diocesan
office in Cincinnati. This was the first meeting since the
arrival of the Bishop-elect, who had joined the committee for the previous two meetings by phone. In routine business, they consented to the election and consecration of the Rev. Dabney Smith as Bishop Coadjutor
of Southwest Florida. The Rev. Canon Vicki Zust
reported that Southern Ohio has received 33 of the
needed 55 consents to the election of the Rev. Thomas
Breidenthal as Diocesan Bishop. Along with the Rev.
Stephen Smith, they finalized plans for the upcoming
deanery “listening sessions” with the Bishop-elect.
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Those dates and times are published on pages 4 and 12
in this issue of Interchange.
In other business, the Bishop-elect reported that he
is putting together a small ad hoc committee to receive
the systemic review of the diocese from the Diocesan
Council and to help him make plans for the first five
years of his episcopate. The work of the ad hoc committee should be largely finished before Diocesan
Convention in November. Bishop Price reported on
his visits with Southern Ohio seminarians at Bexley
Hall in Columbus and General Seminary in New York
as well as on a gift made from the Procter fund to help
the Diocese of Ohio establish an Episcopal Chaplaincy
at Kenyon College. Bishop Price also announced that
the Rev. Richard Burnett, rector of Trinity Church,
Columbus, is a nominee for Bishop of Olympia.
The next meeting of the Standing Committee is
March 6 at 3 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. For more information on the work of the
Standing Committee, contact the Rev. Charlotte
Collins Reed at charlotte.reed@cecspfldoh.org.

Retreat offered
SoulSpring is offering an “Awakening Intro
Spring” retreat March 23-25. The silent, directed
weekend retreat will be held at the Convent of the
Transfiguration in Glendale, north of Cincinnati.
Massage and reiki will be available.
For more information, contact Linda Busken
Jergens at 513.321.6743.

NEWS

First fruits

Ministry abounds in the garden of miracles
BY JENNIFER ZAPADKA
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

The Troy Lunch Club discovered that many
people were running out of food at the end of the
month and heading to the local food pantries. If
donations were high to the pantries, then you
might a get a good-sized bag of groceries to get
you through. If donations were low, then you
only received a small amount of groceries. So,
we had a resident meeting was held to talk about
the solutions to the problem. Two women came
up with the idea of Neighbor to Neighbor
Potlucks on the third Sunday of the month.
Everyone brings a dish to share – whatever is in
your cupboard at the time – and everyone divides
up the leftovers for the week.
It's around the dinner table where I think relationships start to develop, ideas are born and a
sense of community is shared. In the community
center, we have a recipe box and recipes of the
dishes made are put into the box with hopes that
one day we will sell a Troy Lunch Club cookbook with profits going to the potluck fund.
Donations of money are encouraged to TLC to
help us continue to provide the meat for these
potlucks.
The second Another way we have sought to
solve the hunger issue in a sustainable, community-driven way is the Garden of Miracles Family
Vegetable Garden. In collaboration with THOU,
OSU Extension Master Gardeners, 4H, residents
of the Garden Manor housing project and community volunteers, TLC sponsored for the first time a
vegetable garden located on the premises of
Garden Manor.
The children in the after-school program have
been learning about plants with 4H on Thursdays.
They have made nature journals and spend quiet
time every Monday writing about things they
notice are happening to the Earth outside. They are
learning to respect their environment by periodically picking up trash. The children have started
cucumbers, green beans, green peppers, gourds, (to
sell as bird houses), tomatoes, zinnias and
marigolds.
They came up with a list of garden names and
voted on "The Garden of Miracles." The children
also have created a job list of things they think
our plants need. One of the jobs a little girl created was "Give them love." When asked what she
meant, the little girl replied, "We could say a
prayer, read them a book, or let them listen to
music." So our plants have had books read to
them, listened to Vivaldi and Mozart and receive
prayers.
While in the garden one evening, I ran into three
Garden Manor residents Jill and Kenny – both who
have plots – and Barb, who is in her 70s and has
lived at Garden Manor for 13 years. These three
residents did not know each other before this garden project, yet they only live steps away from
each other.
Jill and Kenny were both discussing what to
do with all of Jill's tomatoes. Jill planted three
tomato plants for a family of four and was overwhelmed with what to do with them. So she
gave some to Kenny. In exchange, Kenny
offered Jill some of his cucumbers. They also

A young horticulturist shows the result of her work and nurture in the Garden of Miracles, at Garden Manor housing
project in Troy.

ECSF received a series of lovely dispatches
last summer and fall from Jennifer Zapadka
of the ecumenical Troy Lunch Club, which is
using an Episcopal Community Services
Foundation grant to Trinity, Troy, to equip
residents of Troy's Garden Manor housing
project to prevent hunger.
came up with idea of how to make the garden
better next year: having monthly garden meetings, erecting a fence, and posting a sign with
rules. I remained a quiet observer, pulling out
some weeds when along came Barb. Barb
caught wind of Jill's question of what to do with
the tomatoes.
"Don't you know how to can tomatoes?" she
asked. Jill replied, "No, my mom never taught me
how to do that." Barb offered, “Well, come over to
my house and I will teach you.” “OK,” Jill replied.
The two went on to discuss making arrangements
to get together.
I hope ECSF contributors can see that real
change is taking place at Garden Manor, a place
where people experience not only a physical
hunger when they run out of food at the end of
the month, but a hunger to belong, to be leaders,
to be part of a community. That is what the
Garden of Miracles project sponsored by Troy
Lunch Club has given to these residents through
your grant.
When we talk of changing systems that keep
the poor oppressed, I think it is worthy to think
about a sort of paradigm shift that allows the
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poor to be part of the process of change, to allow
them to create their own system of change. This
is what Asset Based Community Development is
about and why I am very passionate about this
approach to solving social problems. These three
residents are problem-solving together about
how to fill the hunger gap they face: exchanging
vegetables, one resident teaching another how to
preserve her vegetables for the winter and coming up with a plan of how to make the garden
bigger and better next year. These residents have
gone from beings clients of need and weakness
to being leaders, givers, producers and people of
strength.
I also have learned from the local food pantry
that they have not seen many people from Garden
Manor this summer. This leaves me to believe that
the residents are relying on each other, building
community and sharing what they have with one
another.
This month we had three new families at the
potluck. Residents took home chicken and noodles, green beans and ham, cucumber salad, cinnamon cake, cherry dump cake and mashed
potatoes for the hunger gap week. Again, this is
from another system created by the residents of
Garden Manor. God bless, and thank you for
your grant.
Episcopal Community Services Foundation is the
diocese's charity through which individuals and
churches aid each other's community ministry in
Southern Ohio. You can help fund ministries
like this by a tax-deductable donation to
ECSF, c/o Diocese of Southern Ohio,
412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202.

APPALACHIAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY

CELEBRATION
HIGHLIGHTS HUNGER OUTREACH, NEW ENVIRONMENTAL MINISTRY

Creation Justice:
Helping reduce the
ecological 'footprint'
Creation Justice is a new ministry of environmental education, advocacy and empowerment launched by Good Shepherd, Athens,
and other Episcopal, existing environmental
organizations and ecumenical partners.
Good Shepherd is well-situated to engage
this ministry, since the parish includes many
experienced activists, community leaders
and educators. Jane Forrest Redfern, a
member of Good Shepherd's vestry serving
on the Creation Justice committee, is the
executive director of Rural Action, a nonprofit that works for economic empowerment
and watershed restoration in 14 counties in
Appalachian Ohio. During the peace at the
Feb. 18 service, parishioner Dana Carlson
shared information about how Creation
Justice will provide intergenerational
Christian formation events focused on the
legacy and present reality of the coal and
power industries with a view toward global
warming. Tours of abandoned mine sites
and functioning power plants will be combined with Sunday School offerings and
other special events. The youth will take the
lead in organizing energy audits of the
church building and parishioners' homes,
and the parish will purchase low-energy,
compact fluorescent bulbs in bulk, in order
to sell them at a discount to all and on a
sliding scale to low-income families. This is
meant to offer one concrete way for people
to reduce their ecological “footprint,” as they
are educated and encouraged to think creatively about lifestyle changes. The program
also has economic empowerment as a goal,
since it will reduce electric bills for those
who participate. The parish plans to initiate
a community-wide recycling program for
these bulbs, since they contain toxic mercury, and many local recycling centers will not
take them.
Anyone interested in learning more about
Creation Justice should contact Church of
the Good Shepherd at 740.593.6877 or
the rector, the Rev. Bill Carroll at
gsrector@gmail.com

Churches throughout Southern Ohio
celebrated Appalachian Ministries
Sunday. Here is a snapshot of the celebration at one congregation.

T

The Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens celebrated Appalachian
Ministries Sunday by lifting up the rich
musical heritage of Appalachia.
Musicians Charlie and
Celia Lewis were with
the parish on Feb. 18,
and they shared a variety
of traditional instruments
at an intergenerational
educational event
between the morning
Eucharists. They sang
old songs and demonstrated such instruments
as a mountain dulcimer,
bowed psaltery, hammered dulcimer, autoharp, Celtic harp, guitar, banjo and
mandolin. They informed the congregation about the creative history of innovation in Appalachian music, both
sacred and secular, and the central role
that it played in building up community
among the early settlers.
Charlie stressed how important
Sabbath rest was. He said that the other
days of the week involved “work, work,
and more work, until you were bone
tired, and then some more work.”
Appalachian music is deeply rooted in
traditional folk music, especially from
Scotland and Ireland, and it reflects the
daily lives and struggles of the people.

Early Appalachian musicians shared the
music they remembered, invented many
new instruments and altered folk songs
to make them at home in the mountains.
Over time, their successors continued to
improvise and make do with what they
had.
The Lewis' stayed for the 10:30
Eucharist, where they were joined by
parishioners Ted Foster (on
fiddle) and Mark Hyatt (on
banjo) and the members of
the Good Shepherd choir,
for special prelude and
service music and
Appalachian hymns.
“The diversity of music
speaks to the ability of the
Episcopal Church in general and Good Shepherd in
particular to take advantage of not only our strong
historical traditions but
also of local talent and cultural considerations,” said Marsha Reilly, the
parish's music director.
Throughout the season of Epiphany,
the parish used Jonathan Dimmock's
Mass for Appalachia for the Gloria and
Sanctus. Dimmock is a native of
Appalachian Virginia, and his composition reflects the beauty of the mountains and hills, as well as the musical
traditions of the region. The music for
Mass for Appalachia and information
about obtaining a free license for a onetime performance is included in
Enriching Our Music I.
In his homily, Good Shepherd's rec-

“The voice
of Jesus
echoes
in the
mountains of
Appalachia”

Good Shepherd's Junior Warden Ted Foster holds a hymnal, while Mark Hyatt holds his banjo.
Ted's wife, the Rev. Katharin Foster, is the vicar of Epiphany, Nelsonville and St. Paul's Logan and
chair of the Appalachian Ministries Commission for the Diocese.
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tor, the Rev. Bill Carroll, who came to
Southern Ohio from Tennessee last
year, emphasized the positive values
and traditions of Appalachian culture.
“It's easy for an outsider to become
fixated on the problems – poverty and
centuries of abuse heaped upon the people and the land. That's true enough,
and it would be a sin to ignore…But on
Appalachian Ministries Sunday, we prefer to dwell on the ways in which
mountain life is beautiful – on the faith,
family, and community upon which
people rely day by day. We also look to
traditions of art, craft and music.”
Carroll also stressed the special offering taken up partly to support the
Episcopal Community Services
Foundation's work in the 22
Appalachian counties of the diocese,

including ECSF's support for Good
Shepherd's Wednesday free lunch program, which serves thousands of hot,
nutritious meals to a diverse community
each year. Wednesday lunch brings
many people together around a common table, including Ohio University
faculty and local students, many international students, and other residents of
Athens and Athens County. The lunch
serves some of the poorest people in
Athens, including homeless and nearly
homeless people. In some cases, entire
families come together.
“Since the program's inception a few
years ago, the need has steadily
increased, and we now see more than
double the numbers we once did,” said
Jan Gault, one of the team captains for
the ministry.

Noting that the rest of the loose offering was going to support the annual
Mountain Grace conference, Carroll
used the name of the conference to connect the themes of Appalachian
Ministries Sunday with the appointed
Gospel, Luke's account of the Lord's
transfiguration.
“The voice of Jesus echoes in the
mountains of Appalachia…Heaven and
earth meet here as well, as the Word
takes flesh and struggles and grows
among the people who call the mountains and hills their home…God loves
these mountains and hills and has lavished them with grace upon grace. The
transfiguration is not just about Jesus. It
is about us – and, indeed, about all creation. In and through Jesus, all creation
is taken up into union with God. God's

good creation, wounded by our sin, is
transformed and healed and sanctified
by God's grace and glory. The stuff of
creation – matter, flesh, and earth –
becomes the tabernacle of God, a chosen vessel for the manifestation of
God's presence in the world…I believe
that just as the scarred hands of Jesus
heal our wounds, so too he will heal the
wounds of Appalachia. He is present in
the hills and homes of this land. He is
present in the mines and half abandoned towns. He is present in the people-and in the trees and rivers. One
creek at a time, one choice at a time, he
will transfigure it all.”
Let us pray that the people and land
of Southeastern Ohio will be so transfigured by God's grace that all will pass
from grace to grace and glory to glory.”

Charlie
Lewis
plays the
mandolin.

Celia Lewis, with her Celtic harp, demonstrates switches that allow the harp to
play flats and sharps.

The Rev. Bill Carroll and the Lewis' sing the opening hymn.
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NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati West
Chicks from St. Stephen, Cincinnati, packed
their purses with tissues and hit the theater for
“Chick Flick Sunday” in February. After services,
the girls headed out for lunch and a movie together, while the guys looked for some sporting event
on TV so they didn't have to accompany the
women.
Take me out to the ballgame … The Men's Club
of St. James, Westwood, is sponsoring a trip to the
Cincinnati Reds game on May 6. The Reds are up
against the Colorado Rockies, and early reports
say the Reds may need all the help – and prayers –
they can get this season.

Keith Myers, parishioner at St. Luke, Granville, was awarded the
Distinguished Alumnus Award by the Ohio State University's College
of Engineering.
Daryl D. Jones, a member of St. Margaret's, Dayton, was recently
named “National High School Assistant Soccer Coach of the Year.” This
honor was presented by the National Soccer Coaches Association of
America in January. He was selected for this honor from more than 2,000
nominations nationwide. Jones is a teacher in the Dayton Public Schools
and has been the assistant coach at Carroll High School for 11 years.
Deacon Derrick Fetz has been awarded one of two “Toward a
Higher Quality” scholarships at Seabury-Western Theological
Seminary that will cover half his tuition for this academic year. He is
scheduled for ordination to the priesthood this spring.
St. John's, Town Street, sends special thanks to Jamie Roberts, a
student of the Columbus School of Art and Design. She drew a new
sketch of St. John that will be used in future publications.
Kathy Tracy of St. Anne, West Chester, was recently honored by
Senior Citizens, Inc. of Hamilton for implementing and coordinating
the More Than a Meal program in West Chester Township. Since
1992, church and community volunteer teams have delivered meals
five days a week to homebound, elderly residents.
Janice Lubin, member of Redeemer, Hyde Park and wife of
Deacon Gary Lubin, received the Donna Corrington Award from the
Interfaith Hospitality Network of Cincinnati at their annual meeting
and volunteer recognition dinner. Lubin was honored for her “extraordinary dedication, commitment and compassion in service to homeless families.”

designed to teach the basics of the Internet, word
processing and data management. Contact
Andrews House at 614.369.4520 for more information.
St. John's, Worthington, invites folks to wonder
about wandering. They're holding a spring retreat
on April 21 called, “Ways We Journey: As
Processants, as Pilgrims and as Wanderers.” The
retreat will be led by Sr. Joanmarie Smith, CSJ, a
well-published author who holds a doctorate in
philosophy. She retired from the Methodist
Theological School in Columbus after 20 years of
teaching pastoral theology. For more information,
contact the church at 614.846.5180.

Columbus

Dayton

St. Luke, Granville, held the “Just What
Grandma Used to Make” potluck supper in
February. Parishioners were asked to bring a dish
from an old family recipe to share and to bring
copies of the recipe with it.
The Pastoral Care ministry at St. Patrick,
Dublin, held a Cabin Fever Relief Day in
February. All who are homebound and full of cabin
fever were invited to meet at the church for worship, fun and fellowship. Transportation was provided for those who need a little help getting out
this time of year.
As we cruise through the diocese, sometimes we
forget where we are. Such is the case as reporting
last month about the hugely successful cookie sale
at St. Andrew, Dayton, selling 375 pounds of
cookies and raising $3000. The people at St.
Andrew, Dayton, must have been pretty surprised
to hear this, since they didn't hold the cookie sale –
the folks at St. Andrew, Pickerington did!
Congratulations to St. Andrew, Pickerington for
the success of their wonderful event. And sorry, St.
Andrew, Dayton, but you can't have the $3,000.
But hey, maybe you can take this as a challenge to
beat the Pickeringtonites and have your own cookie sale next year…..
Thanks to volunteer instructor Larry Cooper of
St. Peter's, Delaware, a series of monthly computer classes are now offered at Andrews House, an
outreach center of the church. The classes are

The St. Paul, Oakwood, youth group is beginning a movie project known as F.I.L.M., or Faith in
Living Moments. The project seeks to incorporate
many interpretations of faith into one large documentary that expresses the universal nature of faith
and the blessing of diversity. Participants, using
their own camera equipment and staff, will each
create short 5-7 minute films. The group will meet
once a month to share their work. Then in May, all
of the films will be incorporated into one video
collage on faith.
Walkers and sponsors from Christ Church,
Dayton, made a big impact on the Dayton Hunger
Walk held in October, 2006. They've received
word that Christ Church raised the largest single
amount on contributions for the walk--$1,450! The
annual Hunger Walk is the main fundraising effort
for Church World Service, a relief and development organization supported by 30 Protestant and
Orthodox Christian denominations. In Dayton, the
benefits of the walk are received by the Food Bank
of Dayton.
St. Mark, Dayton, recently honored three
parishioners with the Lifetime Achievement
Awards. Congratulations to Mildred Browning,
George John and Lois “Lody” Askren (whose husband, Bill, accepted the award posthumously on
her behalf). Between the three, they had more than
100 years of service to St. Mark's and the Diocese
of Southern Ohio. At least one of the honorees has

served as a member of the choir, a volunteer in the
office, a leader of the adult forums, an editor of the
church newsletter, an organizer of fundraisers,
keeper of the kitchen, a member of diocesan committees, a lay reader and an organist. They are all
pillars of the church and models of selfless giving.
Congratulations!

Miami River
Pretzel Mania is the annual Lenten event at
Trinity, Hamilton. Parishioners had an opportunity to come together to make some delicious pretzels and learn the holy history of these tasty little
treats. Did you know the reason a pretzel has 3
holes (represents the Trinity) or how the pretzel got
its shape (represents arms crossed in prayer)? The
answers to these questions and many more were
answered at Pretzel Mania!

Northeast
St. Luke, Marietta, is hosting a special evening
with Peter Mayer on April 29. Mayer writes songs
for a small planet – songs about interconnectedness and the human journey, about the beauty and
mystery of the world. Whimsical, humorous and
profound, his music takes you up the mountains,
across oceans, into space and back home again.
Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 at the door.

Northwest
The Lenten retreat being offered at Trinity,
Troy, is called Yes3!: “Yes! to God, Yes! to
Neighbor, Yes! to Self.” Yes3! is a program developed by the Rev. Dr. Robert J. Voyle, director of
the Clergy Leadership Institute and Dr. Kim Voyle,
the director of Pathfinder Career Services. Yes3!
assumes and uses the belief that we are created by
a loving God for loving purpose. The retreat
enables people to discover that purpose and lovingly manifest it in the world in a way that is a
blessing to others and themselves and evokes wonder and awe of the One who created it all. For more
information about the Yes! program and how it's
being used at Trinity, call the church at
937.335.7747.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information
about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese? Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori offered the following
reflections following the February 15-19 meeting of Anglican
Primates near Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
The recent meeting of the Primates in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania,
was a challenging one. Fourteen new primates joined the group;
three longer-serving primates were unable to be present. It was a
great joy to meet and begin to know a number of the primates, and
to renew friendships with others. While much of our time and
energy was focused on the Episcopal Church, several other agenda items were of considerable interest to many of those who gathered.
The Design Group for an Anglican Covenant submitted an initial
draft for consideration by the Primates' Meeting, which in turn commended it to the Communion for consideration, debate, and revision
before the Lambeth Conference next year. This covenant is a further
step in the Windsor process, engaged in the understanding that all
human communities need boundaries in order to function.
Anglicanism has always valued a rather wide set of boundaries, and
boundaries are a central issue in the current debate – where are they,
and how wide a space can they contain? The Covenant in its current
draft attempts to define what the essentials and non-negotiable elements of Anglicanism might be, and how the Communion might live
together in diversity.
The new United Nations observer, Hellen Wangusa, was installed
during our meeting, and also led a discussion on the Millennium
Development Goals. The goals are directed primarily toward the
governments of this world, both those in the developing world, who
will have to design the systems to implement the goals, and the governments of the developed world, which are asked to contribute
0.7% of their annual incomes. She challenged us to recognize that
these goals only go part way toward achieving full healing in the
world, and that our own vision is of a world entirely reconciled and
healed in God.
We also heard about the work being done on Theological
Education in the Anglican Communion (TEAC). This body has produced thoughtful and creative, outcome-based guidelines for theological education of our baptized and ordained members.
The highlight of our meeting was the visit to Zanzibar and the
remembrance of the end of the slave trade. We worshiped at the
Anglican Cathedral in Zanzibar, built over the old slave market.
Slavery was outlawed in the British Empire in 1807, but it took
another 90 years for the trade in Zanzibar to finally come to an end.
Anglicans were a profound influence all through that period, and
the Sultan of Zanzibar only signed the final treaty when faced with
British warships in the harbor. David Livingstone is commemorated here for his tireless efforts to put an end to the ancient and inhuman practice of slavery. The struggle to end slavery has some parallel with our current controversy, and we can note the less than
universal agreement about the moral duty of Christians over a
lengthy period. The United States also experienced major division
over slavery, even though the Episcopal Church did not fully
divide. Some see that part of our history as shameful, while others
see it as a sign of hope, and that, too, has current parallels.
We traveled home from this meeting at Carnival, the farewell to
meat (carne vale) that comes just before Lent begins. That is an
image that may be useful as we consider what the Primates' gathering is commending to the Episcopal Church. The Episcopal Church
has been asked to consider the wider body of the Anglican
Communion and its needs. Our own Church has in recent years
tended to focus on the suffering of one portion of the body, particularly those who feel that justice demands the full recognition and

celebration of the gifts of gay and lesbian
Christians. That focus has been seen in
some other parts of the global Church as
inappropriate, especially as it has been
felt to be a dismissal of traditional understandings of sexual morality. Both parties
hold positions that can be defended by
appeal to our Anglican sources of authority – scripture, tradition, and reason - but
each finds it very difficult to understand
and embrace the other. What is being
asked of both parties is a season of fasting
- from authorizing rites for blessing samesex unions and consecrating bishops in
such unions on the one hand, and from
transgressing traditional diocesan boundaries on the other.
A parallel to this situation in our tradition might be seen in the
controversy over eating meat in early Christian communities,
mentioned both in the letter to the Romans and the first letter to
the Corinthians. In those early communities, the meat available
for purchase in the public market was often part of an animal that
had been offered (in whole or in part) in sacrifice in various pagan
religious rites. The troubling question in the Christian community
was whether or not it was appropriate to eat such meat - was it
tainted by its involvement in pagan religion? Did one participate
in that religion (and thus commit apostasy) by eating it? Paul
encourages the Christians in Rome and Corinth to recall that,
while there may be no specific prohibition about eating such meat,
the sensitive in the community might refrain if others would be
offended. The needs of the weaker members, and the real possibility that their faith may be injured, are an important consideration in making the dietary decision.
The current controversy brings a desire for justice on the one hand
into apparent conflict with a desire for fidelity to a strict understanding of the biblical tradition and to the main stream of the ethical tradition. Either party may be understood to be the meat-eaters, and
each is reminded that their single-minded desire may be an idol.
Either party might constructively also be understood by the other as
the weaker member, whose sensibilities need to be considered and
respected.
God's justice is always tempered with mercy, and God continues
to be at work in this world, urging the faithful into deeper understandings of what it means to be human and our call as Christians to
live as followers of Jesus. Each party in this conflict is asked to consider the good faith of the other, to consider that the weakness or sensitivity of the other is of significant import, and therefore to fast, or
"refrain from eating meat," for a season. Each is asked to discipline
itself for the sake of the greater whole, and the mission that is only
possible when the community maintains its integrity.
Justice, (steadfast) love and mercy always go together in our biblical tradition. None is complete without the others. While those who
seek full inclusion for gay and lesbian Christians and the equal valuing of their gifts for ministry do so out of an undeniable passion for
justice, others seek a fidelity to the tradition that cannot understand
or countenance the violation of what that tradition says about sexual
ethics. Each is being asked to forbear for a season. The word of hope
is that in God all things are possible, and that fasting is not a permanent condition of a Christian people, nor a normative one. God's
dream is of all people gathered at a feast, and we enter Lent looking
toward that Easter feast and the new life that will, in God's good
time, be proclaimed.
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SEE PAGE 13 FOR SCHOLAR'S CORNER
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RESOURCES

CALENDAR

REST IN PEACE

March
1 – Parochial Reports, the annual report on the financial and worship life of congregations for the previous year, are due to the Diocesan Office by close of business March 1. Copies of the report should be mailed to either Patricia Hassel or
Geri McDaniel at the Diocesan Office, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
2-4 – Deacons' School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev.
David McCoy at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424.
4 – Northeast Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop-elect begins at 3:30
p.m. at St. James, Zanesville
5 – Cincinnati West Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop-elect begins at
7:30 p.m. at Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming.
6 – Meeting of Presbyters and Deacons at Procter Camp & Conference Center at
10 a.m.
11 – Hocking Valley Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop-elect begins at
3:30 p.m. at Church of the Good Shepherd, Athens.
12 – Columbus Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop-elect begins at 7 p.m.
at St. Mark's, Upper Arlington.
23-25 – Episcopal Marriage Encounter weekend at the Radisson Hotel, on the
northside of Columbus. Contact Larry and Patti Cooper at 740.369.0832. Learn
more www.wwme.org or www.episcopalme.com.
24 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be offered at Christ Church,
Dayton. The program starts at 9 a.m. and generally finishes at 3 p.m. Pre-registration and
pre-payment are required. Contact Geri McDaniel at the diocesan office at 513.421.0311 or
800.582.1712. Register online at www.episcopal-dso.org, The cost of the training is $15,
which includes lunch and materials. Payment should be mailed to Geri McDaniel, Diocese
of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St. Cincinnati, 45202. Make checks payable to the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. Training is required of all clergy, employees of a church, youth
ministers, Stephen Ministers, Eucharistic Visitors, counselors, volunteers, any lay person
that interacts or has care of children. Contact the Rev. Dcn. Peg Denton at 513.897.7414
26 – Northwest Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop-elect begins at 7 p.m.
at Trinity, Troy.
29-30 – Commission on Ministry and Standing Committee overnight to be held
at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff at
513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712
31 – 2008 budget request forms due. Download the form at www.episcopal-dso.org.
Contact: Patty Hassel at 513.421.0311 or patricia_hassel@episcopal-dso.org
31 – Meeting of the Bishops and Congregational Leaders at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Register online at www.episcopal-dso.org.

April
6 – Diocesan Offices closed for Good Friday
13-14 – Diocesan Council overnight at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141
13-15 – Deacons' School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the
Rev. David McCoy, interim dean of the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424
16 – Cincinnati East Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop-elect begins at
7 p.m. at St. Thomas, Terrace Park.
21 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be offered at
Church of the Advent, Cincinnati. See registration information above.
25 – Ecumenical Legislative Advocacy Day, at Trinity Episcopal Church, 125 E.
Broad Street, Columbus. Information: call the Ohio Council of Churches at
614.885.9590 or 800.760.9590, ext. 15 or e-mail: tsmith@ohcouncilchs.org
27-29 – Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative: weekend retreat at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. David McCoy, interim dean of the
Anglican Academy at 614.461.8429 or 800.461.2424
28 – Consecration of the Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal as IX Bishop of Southern Ohio
at the Mershon Auditorium on the campus of The Ohio State University, 11 a.m.
30 – Dayton Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop begins at 7 p.m. at the
Canterbury Court Retirement Community, West Carrolton.

Save the dates
May 12: Installation of the IX Bishop at Christ Church Cathedral
May 18-19: Deacons retreat. All deacons are invited to spend the weekend with
then-Bishop Breidenthal. The retreat will be held at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact Deacon Bill Bales at 740.385.1007 or williamb@ohiohills.com

Sexual Misconduct and Child Abuse Prevention Training Schedule
March 24: Christ Church, Dayton
April 21: Church of the Advent, Cincinnati
May 5: Procter Camp & Conference Center (training the trainers)
May 19: St. Christopher, Fairborn
June 23: Trinity, Columbus
Sept. 15: Procter Camp & Conference Center
Oct. 6: St. Timothy, Anderson Twp.
Register online at www.episcopal-dso.org
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Richard Irons, of St. Mary's, Waynesville, died Jan. 31 at Hospice of
Dayton. He was 78. Active in the diocese and his congregation, Mr. Irons
had served on the diocesan finance committee for several years.
He was a tool and die maker in Dayton and also operated his own business. He was a veteran of the Korean Conflict, a member of the Grand
Lodge of the Free and Accepted Masons, the Order of the Eastern Star, the
Antioch Shrine of Dayton, and the Waynesville American Legion. He served
on the Waynesville Water Board and City Council and tutored in the Wayne
Local Schools.
He and wife Barbara were married for 52 years. In addition to his wife,
survivors include his sons, Terry of Morehead, KY and Charles of Dayton,
brothers, Fred and Tom and sisters, Francis and Alice, and a host of nieces
and nephews.
The funeral service was held Feb. 8 at St. Mary's. Memorial donations
may be made to St. Mary's or Hospice of Dayton.

CLERGY/CONGREGATIONS
Clergy
The Rev. Dick Burnett, rector of Trinity, Columbus, is one of five nominees for the eighth bishop of the Diocese of Olympia. The election is May
12.

Congregations
Beginning Process: All Saints, Pleasant Ridge; St. Paul's, Greenville
Preparing Profile: St. Peter's, Gallipolis
Completed Profile: St. Peter's, Delaware; St. John's, Worthington; St.
Mark's, Upper Arlington; St. James, Zanesville

FEB/MARCH VISITATIONS
March
4

Bishop-elect Breidenthal
Bishop Price

Christ Church, Xenia
St. Matthew, Westerville

11

Bishop-elect Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Omosebi

St. Alban, Bexley
St. Stephen, Cincinnati
4 p.m. St. James, Westwood
Celebration of New Ministry
Holy Spirit, Forest Park

18

no visitations

House of Bishops in Texas

25

Bishop-elect Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Omosebi

St. Luke, Sayler Park
Christ Church, Springfield
St. Patrick, Lebanon

1

Bishop-elect Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Omosebi

St. Paul, Greenville
All Saints, New Albany
Our Saviour, Cincinnati

7

Bishop-elect Breidenthal
Bishop Price

Columbus Area Confirmations
7 p.m. St. Philip, Columbus

8

Bishop-elect Breidenthal
Bishop Price

Christ Church Cathedral
St. John, Worthington

15

Bishop-elect Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Omosebi

St. John, Columbus
St. Peter, Gallipolis
Christ Church, Glendale

22

Bishop-elect Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Omosebi

St. Barnabas, Montgomery
Christ Church, Ironton
Ascension & Holy Trinity,
Wyoming

29

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Omosebi

St. James, Zanesville
Trinity, Columbus
St. Margaret, Trotwood

April

NEWS

PUBLIC POLICY NOTES
Rather than lift up a single issue in my column this
month, I wish to commend to our diocesan readers a
valuable public policy resource within our diocese.
Christ Church Cathedral sponsors Community Issues
Forums, which offer valuable information and insight
on many public policy matters. These forums take
place every other Thursday at the lunch hour from the
middle of September until early June. This year marks
the 26th year that the cathedral has offered the forums.
They began as a Lenten series in 1979 and then moved
to the present format in 1981. These forums are organized under the auspices of the Cathedral Outreach
Committee (formerly the Community Ministry
Committee), which provides oversight and support
from its budget. After the 1981-82 forum series, Bill
Woods and Ed Burdell were hired by the Committee to
run the forums. Both members of the Cathedral and the
Outreach Committee, Woods and Burdell are the principles of Applied Information Resources, a non-profit
community research and public policy corporation
based in Cincinnati. They report regularly to the committee about the forums, and they often utilize an advisory group in selecting topics and speakers.
Over the years, the forums have remained faithful to
the initial vision of Christ Church as a downtown
church contributing to the public life of the city by providing regularly scheduled meetings where citizens
can learn about and discuss critical community issues.
Through the years, Christ Church has been known as a
church with a strong “social Gospel” tradition.
Committed to its location in downtown Cincinnati,
Christ Church has always participated in the public life

of the city through its clergy
and lay leaders. In the 1920s,
the church housed the initial
meetings of the local government reform movement, and
in 1968, it served as a stopping-off point for “the Poor
People's
March”
to
Washington, D.C. Projects in
Over-the-Rhine and the
extensive outreach of the
Mission Fund represent two
further examples of the
church's involvement in the city.
Since Christ Church became the diocese's cathedral,
this emphasis is all the more important. The forums
allow interested people to examine topics that address
social, economic and political justice, which are of a
keen interest to those committed to improving conditions for people who are at-risk. In the mid-1980s, a
series of forums dealt with the growing problem of
homelessness in Cincinnati and the need for more public resources and services to deal with the plight of
homeless families and individuals. Subsequent forums
have focused on racial inequities, affordable housing,
job training, welfare reform, government cuts that fray
the human services' “safety net,” and
community/police relations.
An example of the breadth of concerns addressed
can be gained from looking at the subject matter in
2005-06. During that time, the series focused on the
role of religion in public life and politics. Forums

JEFFREY S.
PRICE

Community Issues Forum
On March 15 at noon: "A Report on Issues Facing
the City of Cincinnati"
Speaker: Cincinnati City Manager Milton Dohoney Jr.
Attendees may bring their own lunches or buy one
from the cathedral for $5.
explored increasing the minimum wage in Ohio,
affordable housing concerns, the foreclosure crisis in
Ohio, the plight of many temporary workers in
Cincinnati and some of the problems confronting people who are released from prison.
Speakers at the forums include civic, religious, business and neighborhood leaders. Mayors, city managers, council members, county commissioners,
school board members and state legislators are regular
forum participants, and the Chief Justice of the Ohio
Supreme Court addressed the forum in 2004.
As your director of public policy, I commend the
Community Issues Forums of Christ Church Cathedral
to all of you who are interested in the ongoing dialogue
between religion and the current issues of the day.
Information on the topics for each forum can be found
on the cathedral's website at www.christchurchathedral.org or by requesting a subscription to the online
newsletter at etower@cccath.org.
Jeffrey S. Price is director of public policy for
the diocese. Contact him at 614.461.8429 or
800.461.8424 or jeffrey_price@episcopal-dso.org.

SCHOLAR’S CORNER
How do we answer those who say that any number
of things about the Episcopal Church (such as having bishops and baptizing infants) are unbiblical and
therefore wrong?
We do come in for criticism from
Baptists and others who believe that
the English Reformation was not
thorough enough, that (among other
things) the Church of England should
have abandoned the bishop-and-diocese system in favor of the presbyterial or even the congregational model
of church government. (In the presbyterian form of government, an elected, representative body called a
“presbytery” governs the congregations in the presbytery as a sort of
“corporate episcopate,” while in congregationalism, every congregation is
totally, or almost totally, independent.)
Admittedly, the diocesan system
with a bishop over each diocese and
archbishops over a number of bishops
and their dioceses is not found anywhere in the New Testament. As far
as well can tell, in the First Century
congregations were basically independent of each other, with people
like Paul traveling between them and
every congregation giving some
degree of respect to the Mother
Church back in Jerusalem. In the
New Testament, the Greek word episcopos (literally, “overseer”) seems to

be interchangeably with the word
presbyter (literally, “elder”). The two
words did not yet refer to the distinct
orders of ministry, though later “episcopos” would become “bishop” and
“presbyter” would become “priest.”
The episcopal system that we know
seems to have developed toward the
end of the First Century, with Ignatius
of Antioch being the first bishop we
know of who was the sole leader of a
number of congregations. Around the
year 107, as he was being taken to
Rome for execution, Ignatius wrote
several farewell letters to churches
under his care. Those letters make it
clear that at least in his area, bishops,
priests, and deacons were distinct
orders of ministry.
So if you want to have your form of
church government today be the way
Christianity was organized in Paul’s
day, you have to get rid of bishops
and have independent congregations
with traveling apostles going between
them. And some groups of Christians
have adopted exactly this arrangement, with men considered apostles
over a number of congregations.
They exemplify what I call “originalism.” (I don’t know if I invented
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the word or read
it somewhere.)
By “originalism,” I mean the
belief that what
is true is always
what
was
revealed at the
beginning and
that any later
historical developments
are
inauthentic and
betrayals of the original.
A particular problem for originalism is that the precise creedal formulations of the Trinity and of the relationship of the divine and the human
in Christ are not found in the Bible
but developed after the Bible and
come out of the Council of Nicea in
325 and the Council of Chalcedon in
451, respectively. Most Protestants
accept the doctrines of Nicea and
Chalcedon, but they are actually postbiblical developments and are not
clearly and precisely set forth in the
New Testament.
The problem with originalism as I
see it is that it does not allow for
legitimate development and adaptation to changed circumstances. I prefer a view which says that while we
seek to remain true to the faith and
experience of our ancestors in the
faith, especially our Jewish and
Christian ancestors who wrote the

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

Bible, we are not required to reject all
change. We should always seek to be
true to the Gospel and to the essentials of biblical faith, but we need not
replicate exactly the Judaism or the
Christianity of the people of the
Bible.
An obvious example: our worship
cannot be identical to that of New
Testament Christians. We do not
know what their music sounded like
(except that it was probably sung a
capella), since we have no recordings or sheet music from them. And
the earliest Christians were
Palestinian Jews who spoke
Aramaic. Their hymns would have
been sung in Aramaic. So we cannot
sing either the melody or the lyrics
of the New Testament Christians. We
have to use the music of our day and
the language we know to sing praise
to God and cannot replicate the worship of the early church. We would
hope that our worship would be as
sincere and as joyful as theirs, but
we have to sing our own songs in our
own way.
The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,
Episcopal life and other religious subjects. Send questions to 2146
Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

NEWS
“I'm
just one
of God's people
doing what I can.”
BISHOP
HERBERT
THOMPSON JR.

Commission establishes
Bishop Thompson Award
Dean Diamond first recipient

BY BARBARA LYGHTEL ROHRER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The late Bishop Herbert Thompson
Jr. lived by a personal motto: "to reconcile, to liberate, to heal, to serve." He
labored to resolve racial injustice and
worked to strengthen relationships
among diverse groups. A summit on
racism that he initiated led to the development of the National Underground
Railroad Freedom Center. “A consensus builder” is what his friend, Nobel
Prize winner Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, called him.
So that this legacy may live on and
to honor the late bishop's standing in
the Cincinnati community, the
Cincinnati Human Relations Commission (CHRC) has established the
Bishop Herbert Thompson Jr.
Distinguished Humanitarian Service
Award. The commission plans to present the award annually to an individual
whose vision, passion and commitment reflect that of the late bishop.
The Very Rev. James A. Diamond,
Dean of Christ Church Cathedral, will
be the award's first recipient.
One of the dean's first priorities
when he came to Cincinnati in 1999
was to establish the cathedral as a center for reconciliation. He called together the Committee on the Cathedral and
the City to examine the issue of racism
following the city's racial disturbances
in 2001. He opened the cathedral to

The Cincinnati Human Relations
Commission studies and investigates
problems of the relationships
between the various racial, religious
and ethnic groups to foster mutual
respect and understanding; works to
alleviate prejudice and discrimination
in the city; and encourages equality
in the treatment of all citizens in the
Cincinnati area.
The commission will present the
Bishop Herbert Thompson Jr.
Distinguished Humanitarian Award at
its annual community dinner at the
Hilton Netherland Plaza, Fifth and
Race streets, downtown Cincinnati, on
May 3. The reception will begin at
6:30 p.m. Dinner will follow at 7:15
p.m. Tickets are $75 per person and
may be purchased by contacting
Suellen Chesley at 513.947.8825.
Bishop Thompson and Dean Diamond at the bishop's retirement Evensong in November
2005.
the city's Collaborative Process to promote dialogue between the Cincinnati
police and community members. He
helped to create the cathedral's
Reconciliation Ministries and its
Institute on Justice and Reconciliation.
And he worked with former Cincinnati
Mayor Roxanne Qualls to design the
Cathedral Racial Reconciliation
Initiative in partnership with the
Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard University.
When the Union of Black

Episcopalians held their national convention in Cincinnati in 2004, Dean
Diamond and members of the cathedral congregation held an open forum
that led to a Truth and Reconciliation
hearing at which members of the community discussed their experiences of
racial prejudice and their hopes for reconciliation.
When asked about the significance
of an award named in honor of a black
man being presented to a white man,
Julieta Simms, secretary to the board of

the commission, said that the award
has nothing to do with race. “The
award honors a mission,” says Simms,
“not a color.”
As for Dean Diamond, he is moved
to be honored in this way.
“I had immense respect and great
affection for Bishop Thompson,” says
Dean Diamond. “ I am deeply grateful
to receive an award bearing his name,
particularly one established to recognize the work of reconciliation, which
has meant so much to both of us.”

‘A special ministry of servanthood’
“Will you in all things seek not your glory but the glory of the Lord Christ?” [The Ordination of a Deacon, BCP, p. 544]
Lubin pursued the itch – realizing through discussion with his
wife that ordination to the priesthood wasn't the option but that
the diaconate fit his call to serve and his passion for social justice. Serving as a deacon at St. Andrew's, Evanston; St. Mary
If you believe God can use your gifts in multiple ways and
Magdalene, Maineville; and now at Redeemer, Cincinnati, has
there is no narrow straight role but a plethora of opportunities,
given Lubin ways to support clergy and parishioners. It has
it is appropriate to find a new job during the exchange of the
also offered opportunities such as helping found the Interfaith
peace or respond to an interview request within 20 minutes. A
Hospitality Network or chauffeuring former Presiding Bishop
civil engineer by training, Gary Lubin was wondering what
Frank Griswold on a recent visit.
was next when a fellow parishioner asked him to come to the
A third integral component is supporting and embracing his
company where he is now a co-owner.
own international family (his mother is from New Zealand and
For Lubin the “ultimate challenge [for all of us] is to live
has returned there to live; his late father was from the Ukraine)
a life that's not compartmentalized.” Growing up in
and the stepchildren he inherited through marriage.
Baltimore, his passion for the environment landed him a job
Meanwhile if you know him, you might receive an e-mail
with the Environmental Protection Agency first in Atlanta
Deacon Gary Lubin
around which issues are reflected (or not) in the city of
and then in Cincinnati. That led to the famous exchange at
Cincinnati's budget, discuss some new-found reference on
the peace that introduced him to The Henry P. Thompson
Company where he is now a co-owner. That leads to the ethical issues of deal- understanding Muslims and discover an interesting business committed to clean
ing with employees, like keeping people on salary for a couple of months water. All part of a whole.
when work is slow.
A Servanthood of Ministry is a regular column sharing the ministry of deacons.
So where does the diaconate fit? As a United Methodist teenager, he was asked
Want to learn more about the diaconate?
to consider ordination. After marrying Janice, he became an Episcopalian and his
Contact the Rev. David McCoy at 614.461.8429.
spiritual director again suggested ordination. It seemed a question of using gifts.
BY SALLY B. SEDGWICK
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
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REFLECTIONS

Love Song: miracle of the green hat
It seemed like an okay idea, if not a great one. I
blame myself for being suckered into the scheme, but
I blame Nancy Stone and her confederates, Mary
Williams, Robyn Webster and my own daughter
Ginny for persuading me that the middle of March
was almost spring and a fine time to go camping.
Their plan was to go into the Kentucky hills to a
place near an Episcopal Church's camp and conference center and spend a couple of nights. The girls, or
maybe it was only their parents, wanted an adult
along on the expedition. Ginny, lucky for her, got a
cold and wasn't able to go.
Nancy (now the Rev. Nancy Farley) and her minions promised that I would have to carry nothing up
or down. They would provide everything we needed
and get it up the steep mountain trail to an area near
the Wind Tunnel and below Buzzard's Roost some
300 yards from the trail's end.
Some of the items they gathered and hauled up in a
little red wagon to get through two days and nights were
10 pounds of potatoes, a ham, a wide variety of canned
goods, coffee, milk, soft drinks, four sleeping bags,
clothing for two weeks, firewood, newspapers and
matches and two tents. Looking back, Nancy thinks it
would have been better to bring several pack mules.
There was a small spring nearby that the girls
dammed up so water could be dipped out. Tents were
pitched, though mine, an ancient, heavy canvas creation, was less pitched than wrestled into submission.
The weather was cool and overcast, but once we had
a fire going, things were looking good.
Nancy tells me, for my memory is hazy about
some details, that, “The evening was lovely and we
turned in early because with little to do but stare at the
fire, our muscles reminded us of the work it took to

get there. We slept rather
soundly on that mountain
that night.”
It was the last good sleep
of that camping trip. Before
dawn, the weather turned
nasty, raining and blowing.
A decision was made to
abandon the mountain. I
tried to get my tent down
the mountain, but after a
hundred yards or so, I realized the wet canvas now
weighed more than I did,
and I left it beside the trail.
The girls' frustration at trying to get all the supplies
back down the mountain is symbolized for me in an
image of Robyn carrying things and rolling a lard can
full of potatoes before her.
The kindly conference center manager allowed us
to stay in a building the rest of the day and that night.
We slept – I, not very well – on the floor before a
great fire. The next morning there were several inches of snow. We went home.
It was not a successful expedition, but in the midst
of it, a wonderful thing happened and we have talked
about it over the years. On the day we struck camp,
we discovered that my hat turned green. It was St.
Patrick's Day.
A note about the hat: I ordered it going on 40 years
ago from Norm Thompson. It cost $10, one of the
best investments of my life. It's a brownish tweed,
woven in Cufden Connemara, Ireland, of “100 percent pure new virgin wool.” It is, the ad said, an article that will be passed down the generations. It can be
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shaped but sheds water like an oil skin. So tight is the
weave and tough the wool that I believe it to be virtually indestructible. I wear it beginning in the fall
and put it away in the spring. No moth has ever
attacked it and lived.
I believe all the girls would say the hat turning
green was no miracle at all, and that the green had
rubbed off from the wet canvas tent. I answer, “But it
was St. Patrick's Day, and it has never been green
again over all these years.”
Miracles are just things to wonder at and can
involve everyday stuff, even dye from a tent. They
make us stop and ponder. Jesus' first miracle used
water stored in jars. There is an old story about a
notorious drunk who became a Christian and quit
drinking. A doubter asked, “So you believe Jesus
turned water into wine?” and he answered, “I don't
know about that, but I know that at my house, he
turned whiskey into shoes for the children and food
for the table.”
Many people focus on biblical miracles such as
feeding thousands, walking on water, calming a
storm, and miss the more real and important miracles-breaking hard hearts, freeing oppressed souls,
lighting our dark places, that we may become more
fully human.
In Leaving Church, Barbara Brown Taylor wrote,
“God uses whatever is usable in a life, both to speak
and to act, and those who insist on fireworks in the
sky may miss the electricity that sparks the human
heart.”
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the
Diocese of Lexington and a former senior editor of
Forward Movement Publications.

Lay theologian: no child left behind
In the movie, Pearl Harbor (2001), we see the
U.S. Pacific fleet suffer a disastrous attack. There is
a terrible scene in the infirmary at the base.
Outside is a carnage of charred and bleeding bodies. The mayhem inside is breathtaking. Medical
personnel work franticly to save an overwhelming
number of wounded.
The senior doctor yells to Nurse Sandra. They're
running out of morphine. She must mark the patients
who have already had their share. Moments later, the
doctor realizes the situation is even more desperate.
He orders Nurse Lt. Evelyn Johnson to go outside
and mark the people who can be saved. Don't let anyone in who is beyond hope.
She can't do it, she insists. But she has to.
Outside, she uses her lipstick as a marker. She puts
a “C” on the forehead of a soldier who is in critical
condition and must go straight to the front ward. She
marks another soldier, a mere boy, with an “F.” She
tells the man carrying him to give him some morphine to make him comfortable. He's not going to
make it.
Three years ago, I helped in a Head Start classroom in Springfield. It was the most gratifying community service I have ever done. I went one morning
a week for about an hour.
The kids were three and four years old. By the second month, there were disputes over who would sit
in my lap during the story. Several of them wanted
hugs before I could leave.
Lakisha, Deona, Jaden, Zachary, the two Skylars,
Alexis, Daveon, others - they were there because
their households were below or near the poverty line.

They were there to get what
most middle class children
get at home: to be ready for
kindergarten.
In the spring, we could
take
recess
outside.
Cheyenne had joined the
class late in the year. She
was light as a feather, thin,
delicate. Outside, she wanted
my undivided attention. I
picked her up, arms cradling
her slight frame as she held my shoulders. Once I
held her wrists, and she leaned back. I did a spin with
her. She wanted more. At every outside recess after
that first time, she would capture my leg. “Spin,
spin!” she pleaded. She never got enough.
The State gives Ohio Achievement Tests (OATs) in
reading and math, third through eighth grade, and the
Ohio Graduation Test (OGT) in the tenth grade.
Federal legislation titled “No Child Left Behind”
requires such standardized tests. The results must
show that children in many categories are not being
“left behind.”
If school buildings and school districts fail in four
consecutive years to show that enough children are
passing the OATs, the school and/or district may be
reorganized by the State, with teachers and administrators losing their jobs.
There are 3,880 public (non-charter) schools in
Ohio. This year, 189 schools are one year away from
the threshold fourth year; 113 are in that year; and 68
are beyond it. That's 370 total, or 9.5% of the schools
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in Ohio. Unsurprisingly, these schools are found
mostly in economically depressed urban and rural
districts.
Many of the students in these schools are from
poverty-ridden households. They have little educational support outside school and bring many stresses from home and neighborhood with them into the
classroom.
In the infirmary in the Pearl Harbor movie, they
have only so much morphine and only so many medical personnel. They save as many as they can in the
circumstances. They have to let some go that could
otherwise be saved.
In poor rural and urban schools where jobs are on
the line, where funding from the state is inadequate
and voters refuse to levy more local taxes for the
schools, there's a similar scene. It would be rational not right, but rational – to classify students into three
groups: those likely to pass the OATs anyway, those
who can be brought to pass with enough help and
those they cannot save in the circumstances.
Cheyenne is in first grade this year. I don't know
which of these three groups she will be in by third
grade. If she stayed another year in Head Start and
has a good teacher this year, she may be ready to
pass.
If not, she may be set aside while teachers do their
best with what we give them.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor and chair of the
Department of Philosophy, Wittenberg University.
His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.

MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

A view from this little row in the Lord’s vineyard
BY ANITA AND MICHAEL DOHN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTORS

Grants available
for MDGs work

At the 2000 Millennium Summit,
189 heads of state and government
signed the Millennium Declaration that
included the Millennium Development
Goals. As missionaries in health ministries, those goals touch our daily
work. Our understanding of these goals
is rooted in our understanding of the
structure of poverty.

The Structure of Poverty
Poverty is not just about money.
Economic aspects are important, but
health and education may be more
important. The three elements work
together synergistically. Health and
education (in particular, literacy) are
the foundation on which people can
provide for their economic well-being.
The absence of any of the three can
lead to impoverishment.
The relationships between health
and poverty have been extensively
studied. Health and poverty have a circular cause and effect relationship.
Poor health can cause poverty; poverty
can cause poor health. Education
depends upon the available educational
systems and opportunities. Similarly,
income production will depend upon
the availability of commercial or other
income generating possibilities.
Because of these inter-relationships,
microeconomic development organizations have regularly explored the addition
of health and literacy programs with varied experiences and success. However, a
simple example illustrates an important
point regarding microeconomic development programs. If a poor woman is able
to increase her family's income through
participation in a microloan or other
microeconomic program, her family will
benefit from the increased income and
may be able to move out of a level of
extreme poverty. However, if her children grow up unhealthy and without an
education, they will be no better off than
their mother was before she participated
in the microeconomic program. Her children will lack the building blocks provided by education and health; the cycle of
poverty will continue.

The Millennium
Development Goals
There are eight overall Millennium
Development Goals. Given the structure
of poverty, long-term success related to
Goal 1 (“Eradicate extreme poverty and
hunger”) depends upon Goals 2, 4, 5, 6
and 7 that are directly related to improving health and education (1).
Empowering women (Goal 3) fights
poverty. Microeconomic development
programs produce social transformations and local political re-alignments
that tend to empower women.
Since their publication, the
Millennium Development Goals have

One of the hopes of the Millennium Development Goals is to stop the cycle of poverty
experienced by generation after generation in many areas of the world, including for
this family in the Dominican Republic.
been evaluated and critiqued. Criticisms
have included that they are “top-down”
goals originating with the United
Nations rather than arising from the
realities in the villages and poor neighborhoods that are the targets for poverty
eradication. Political instability and corruption are obstacles to attaining the
goals. The absence of a reliable economic infrastructure (banks, rule of law,
enforceable contracts, etc.) in many
developing countries is a major barrier
to achieving the goals. Development
strategy (for instance, too narrow a
focus on a particular disease) may also
lead to poor results.
One common feature of the criticisms
is that they tend to look at the “macro”
scale (that is, the political or economic
system of a country or region).
However, in developing countries, most
economic activity (up to 75% of all economic activity) is within the “informal”
or “micro” economy. The informal
economy is variously defined as transactions that are not covered by taxes and
do not involve financial institutions – in
other words, small cash and barter businesses that operate independently of the
official tax, legal, and financial systems.
This is the “microeconomic” world.
The same inter-relationships that
apply to development on the macro
level are probably important on the
micro level. However, development of
the micro level may not depend directly on whether or not the macro institu-

tions function well. Recent modifications to the Millennium Development
Goals are oriented toward encouraging
more local community development.
Working on the community level is
the preferred development model.
Community development may be the
only alternative when the appropriate
institutions are absent or do not work on
the macro level. Much of what we
know concerning effective community
development has come through the
work of cross-cultural Christian missionaries and development workers
over the past 60 years. In great part, this
is because missionaries generally have
excellent community relationships and
very few economic resources; this situation encourages solutions to problems
that are local and sustainable.
The current Millennium Development
Goals are very similar to the international development goals of the 1990's and
the 1980's and the 1970's and so on.
However, one of the most encouraging
aspects of the current Millennium
Development Goals is that a broad representation of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have embraced them at a
time when globalization has made
progress in global development possible.
While the United Nations is obligated to
work through existing government structures, NGOs (such as the Episcopal
Church and the Anglican Communion)
are free to develop alliances that work
and by-pass much of the political corrup-
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At its last two General Conventions, the
Episcopal Church committed itself to
working toward achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
In response to this commitment, the
Diocese of Southern Ohio set aside
$24,000 to be granted during 2007 to
groups or individuals with a plan to
achieve the MDGs in developing nations.
The National and World Missions
Commission is overseeing the granting of
funds. Individuals or organizations that
have a project designed to significantly
advance the achievement of the MDGs
are invited to apply for grants of up to
$7,000. Requests may be submitted at
any time. Grants will be awarded two
times a year: May 1 and Nov. 1.
Please submit grant requests to the chair
of the grants subcommittee, the Rev.
Trevor R. Babb at St. Simon of Cyrene
Episcopal Church, 810 Matthews Drive,
Lincoln Heights 45215. Questions: Email him at stsimonsrector@aol.com or
call at 513.771.4828.
Download the grant application at www.episcopal-dso.org, under Programs/Ministries,
then MDGs. Other criterion:
1. At least 90% of the grant must go
toward implementing the MDGs.
2. The organization/group must be affiliated with the Episcopal Church or have
an Episcopal Church endorsement.
3. The organization/group must be an IRSregistered non-profit (501c3) designation.
4. A recent audit of the organization must
accompany the application.
5. The grantee must show how volunteers
will be involved in the project to be funded.
6. All funds granted must be used for the
project as requested. All unused funds
must be returned to the grants subcommittee of the National and World
Missions Commission.
7. An evaluation and follow-up strategy
must be submitted with each application.

tion and the other impediments to development. NGOs are numerous and estimated to control greater resources for
development than government budgets
around the world.
The Millennium Declaration in 2000
stated that the objective was to "free our
fellow men, women and children from
the abject and dehumanizing conditions
of extreme poverty, to which more than
a billion of them are currently subjected." From our perspective in this little
row in the Lord's vineyard, that objective fits nicely with our Baptismal vow
to seek and serve Christ in all persons.
Drs. Anita and Michael Dohn are SAMS
missionaries from Southern Ohio working
with Iglesia Episcopal Dominicana in the
Dominican Republic. For a list of the
reference materials used by the Dohns
to develop this article, go to
www.episcopal-dso.org, WebBonus.

