Special pullout poster:
Stations of the Cross
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DIOCESE CALLED TO

‘a season of formation’

Churches apply
example of
Absalom Jones
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Nearly 200 people attended the Formation Conference at Procter Camp & Conference Center, despite the
cold weather and snowy streets. Inset: Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal calls upon the diocesan leaders to
view mission through the lens of formation. Photos by Julie Murray.
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Church is a laboratory of the kingdom of God,
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal told nearly 200 leaders of the Diocese of Southern Ohio at the Feb. 23
Formation Conference.
“It’s where we learn how to put with each other.
It’s where we learn how to disagree,” he said. “In
the Diocese of Southern Ohio, in The Episcopal
Church, in the Anglican Communion, I believe we
are in a season of formation as we struggle to tap
into our spiritual resources to help us figure out how
we walk together.”
The conference was a key step in the journey
that began with Bishop Breidenthal’s election in
November 2006 and continued through listening sessions, brainstorming retreats with an ad
hoc group of diocesan leaders and conversations
throughout the diocese. What has emerged over the
past 15 months, said Bishop Breidenthal, is a desire
for formation.
“We are hungry to take the time to sit at the feet
of Jesus, to be more deeply grounded in our faith,”

said the bishop during his keynote address. “I am
convinced that God is calling us to a season of waiting and resting.”
This is not a time of inaction, he cautioned, but
rather a time of “wakefulness – of being mindful
about what God is doing in our midst.”
Sometimes quiet is needed “so the Holy Spirit
can get a word in,” he said.
Bishop Breidenthal set the stage for the day with
a broad look at formation. Certainly education and
Bible study is a critical component of formation,
he said. Christians must be in a constant process of
education to better live into their baptismal vows
and to be ministers of Jesus Christ. Formation also
is about the moral journey, about the habits and
practices of Christians. Through an emphasis on
formation, people are better equipped to integrate
God’s will and word so that “we can be schooled
in Christ.”
He urged diocesan leaders to consider two questions: What are the elements of the Christian life
and how much farther do we need to go to reach
that destination?

PLEASE SEE TRANSFORMED, PAGE 2

Christians born in America, Africa and the Caribbean came
from all corners of the diocese on Feb. 17 to celebrate the courageous witness of the Episcopal Church’s first black priest
and to reflect on the implications for their own lives.
The Bishop Herbert Thompson Jr. Chapter of the Union of
Black Episcopalians (UBE) hosted a profound liturgy at St.
Philip’s, Columbus, marking the feast day of Jones, a freed
man born in slavery who carried on exemplary ministry for
years before being ordained priest in 1802.
The guest speaker, the Rev. Dr. William S. Wheatley, senior
pastor of Mt. Vernon AME Church in Columbus, called on the
congregation to emulate Abram in pressing on to Canaan at
God’s command, rather than stopping and making do with a
place only half-way there, as Abram’s father did.
“How many of us started out for God’s place, on fire to follow God? But somehow we stopped in a place overnight, and
we’re still there, we’re stuck,” Wheatley said, winning a rueful
laugh from the congregation.
He cautioned against “mixed up priorities, especially when
we are doing well and living a life of ease.” Citing contemporary challenges such as housing and health care, he urged
the worshippers not to “settle for the status quo, yield to fear,
or lose heart,” quoting Hebrews
12:1-3. Wheatley contrasted
the fear and half-heartedness of
the rich young man with Jesus’
radical obedience in bowing his
will to God’s. “If Jesus had gotten stuck in Gethsemane, there
would have been no Calvary,”
Wheatley said.
He also urged the congregation to emulate the lifelong
friendship of Jones and Richard
Allen. Both were appalled by
segregation in the Episcopal
Church, but Jones chose to work
for change within the denomination, while Allen founded the
African Methodist Episcopal
Church.
This year marks 40 years
since the founding of the UBE
by black clergy and laypeople to

PLEASE SEE
DIOCESE, PAGE 2
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‘Transformed into the image of God’
FROM PAGE 1
Too often congregations spend their time talking about mission
without exploring formation, he said.
“If we rush into mission without asking, ‘How will I be changed by
this work?’ then it will not be schooling for us,” Bishop Breidenthal said.
“We should be looking at mission through the lens of formation. Church
should be the place where we are transformed into the image of God.”
With this understanding of formation, participants engaged in presentations on liturgy, study and spiritual practices. In the afternoon,
they explored the not-so-obvious connections to formation with
issues such as money, congregational life and service to others.
The Formation Conference was a springboard for the May 3 Mission
Convocation. That gathering is designed to develop mission priorities and
perhaps launch new projects within congregations and for the diocese.

Notable/Quotable

Here are excerpts from the broad-ranging discussions during the
Formation Conference. The breakout sessions’ full report and the liturgy and spiritual life presentations are online at www.episcopal-dso.org,
Formation.
On leadership:
• We often operate as consumers in our church, with a theology of scarcity
and limited resources. That creates and perpetuates anxiety within leadership and
congregation. Money becomes a deciding factor for mission instead of need being
the deciding factor.
• Ultimately as Christian leaders, we have to trust God. Everything else follows. Leadership is a process
of formation. Leaders are called not only to sacrificial service but also to being open to the Pentecostal
experience. Leaders should create an environment where God can work to bring about miracles.
On the political process:
• How do we allow advocacy to occur? We need to allow for disagreement. Some issues will separate us.
We need to affirm the ability to disagree. We need tools for theological reflection as foundation. Liturgy
collects us together in common prayer, and we can find unity in our worship despite different political
viewpoints.
On money:
• Christ brings a generosity of spirit. Money is the most powerful motivator in the secular world, but we
can choose whether to give it power or not. Do we border on idolatry with money?
• We need a holistic approach to money, with clergy as a role model in viewing money as an issue of
formation. Money follows mission, not the other way around. How we are formed guides us how give
and spend our money.
On congregational life:
• The congregation’s ethos – or practices – can be hidden and sometimes not everybody knows the
secrets. This can sometimes deform as well as form us.
On service to others:
• As one practices intercessory prayer in a community, one becomes more attuned to the needs of the
people. As we feed, we are fed.
• As bread is broken during Eucharist, we also are broken in the community and called to go into the
world to do God’s work. In what ways do I need to be “broken” and reformed to be able to do God’s
will? What habits need to be broken?

The Rev. Carolyn Keck and the Rev. Dcn. Laura Chase listen to a presentation. Photo by Julie Murray

Diocese celebrates the diversity of the Body of Christ
FROM PAGE 1
protest the stubborn persistence of inequality within the
Episcopal Church. Since then, 27 black bishops have
been elected or appointed in a branch of the Anglican
Communion that is unusual because it is still predominantly Caucasian.
“At the 40-year milepost, we don’t see ourselves as
a protest organization,” says John Harris of St. Simon,
Lincoln Heights, a national and diocesan leader of the
UBE. “We see ourselves as collaborating to further the
work of the Church in its mission of reconciling ourselves to God and to each other.
“The demography of the UBE reflects the growing
diversity of this country,” he explained. “We see more
and more African and Caribbean members as well as
American-born, but all sharing African descent. Each
group has its own identity. The UBE’s role is to embrace
those cultural identities and hold them up as offerings to
the whole church. The Body of Christ is made of many
parts, a diversity of gifts.”
He cited the example of the Rev. Rosa Brown Autry,
a Hispanic missioner for the diocese, who is Latina but
also of African origin.
The liturgy embodied forth this diversity with a harmony of many accents raised in prayer and song.

The Rev. Trevor Babb presents John Harris with a rock of
crystal in honor of his leadership in the UBE. Photo by
Fred Johnson

UBE honors Harris,Tillery, congregations
A true family reunion, the Absalom Jones celebration lifts up cherished old stories and new news. The
diocese’s five historic black churches range in age from
more than a century – St. Margaret’s, Dayton – to the
2-year-old congregation of St. Cyprian of Carthage,
Columbus’ new West African group. Everyone will get

the chance to visit each of the churches, with plans in
coming years for the service to alternate between Christ
Church Cathedral (a multi-racial congregation) and each
of these five, says the Rev. Trevor Babb, coordinator of
this year’s service.
People packed picnics and flocked aboard school
buses in Dayton, Lincoln Heights and Cincinnati for the
trip to and from St. Philip’s. Everyone clambered off and
straight into the arms of friends, with choirs, praise dancers, priests, deacons and everybody exchanging stories
and jokes and relishing the chance to worship together.
To their total surprise, two of the UBE’s shining lights
were called forth to be honored for their leadership.
Babb presented a great rock of crystal to John Harris,
citing the strength and transparency of his leadership
throughout this diocese’s institutional racism project and
the national work of the UBE.
He then presented an armful of roses to Irma Tillery,
music director of St. Andrew’s, Cincinnati, and an editor of the Episcopal Church’s African-American hymnal
Lift Every Voice and Sing (LEVAS II). Tillery suffered a
heart attack last fall but recovered, bringing her incomparable voice and verve to the worship led with deep joy
by Bishop Breidenthal. He chose last year’s Absalom
Jones service as the first diocesan liturgy in which he
preached and celebrated as Bishop-elect.

Read the Stations of the Cross devotionals written by Bishop Breidenthal on pages 8-9.
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A most vivid blessing

It has been said that there are only three
actions that a priest can do that a deacon
or lay minister cannot: to pronounce God’s
absolution after confession, to celebrate the
Holy Eucharist and to pronounce God’s
blessing. For almost 40 years, I have performed those sacred actions. Each time, I
am humbled and reminded of how blessed I
am to be ordained. But one of these -- pronouncing God’s blessing -- took on a whole
new meaning for me recently.
Two of our congregations in Southern
Ohio extend their Sunday morning services
by “taking the sacrament” to the streets.
The Church of Our Savior in Cincinnati and
St. John’s in Columbus both offer “street
church” each week. Recently, as part of my
visitation to St. John’s, Mariann and I participated in their street church.
After a lively worship service at St.
John’s that featured Appalachian music and
a shared meal, Lee Anne Reat and a host of
lay ministers packed up food and sacrament
and headed several blocks to an open field
near the interstate. There we were joined by
a few others from other Columbus churches.
Waiting for us was the congregation of
homeless men and women who greeted Lee
Anne warmly. It was chilly that day but not
as cold as on other days. Nevertheless the
kettle of soup, provided by the employer
of one of St. John’s members, was appreciated. In the conversation that preceded the
service, much concern was expressed for
absent members of the street congregation.
In a couple of cases, there was speculation
that the missing members were in jail. One
man pointed to a tree across the street and
told me that was where one of the absent
members “lived,” and he and the others
were concerned that they had not seen
him there for a couple of days. In another
case, the shared opinion was that one of

THE RT. REV.
KENNETH L.
PRICE JR.

the absent members
would show up late,
not unlike a parishioner or two in all
of our churches.
(He did!)
There were several elements to this
gathering. Mail was
distributed by Lee
Anne for some of
the street congregants who use the
church as their mailing address. Food
was distributed by the volunteers, including ample take-home portions, but I was
impressed that no one took anything they
were not going to eat. I was surprised when
some passed on the sweets. It was explained
that many had bad teeth, and sweets made
them even worse. The third element, but
obviously an important one, was worship.
Everyone participated in that.
The service was simple. The congregation, homeless and volunteers alike, formed
a large circle. Scripture was read, I preached
a brief homily, prayers were offered widely,
especially for those absent, and then bread
and wine was shared. After that, Lee Ann
announced that on the altar were identification tags with St. John’s address and number
embossed to call “in case of emergency.”
After her announcement, she then asked
me to give the blessing. I stepped forward
and raised my hand as I have done thousands
of times over the years. But this time, something powerful happened. As I was saying
the words, quietly and reverently, each of
the members of the street congregation came
forward and took an identification tag from
the altar. Some put it in their pockets; others
put it around their neck. Each then returned

to their place as the blessing ended.
Now I am aware that God touches people
in a variety of ways. More often than not,
people have shared with me ways God’s
blessing has touched them. But never, in
all my years of ministry, have I seen God’s
blessing transmitted so materially and so
quickly while I was speaking the words.
Nor have I ever seen in the faces of the
receivers such an immediate expression of
appreciation.
Soon afterwards, everyone dispersed. I
realize I might never see some of those
street members again, but Lee Anne and
her regular lay ministers will be keeping
tabs on them. Likewise they keep tabs on
one another. But since that brief half hour
encounter, I have had those people constantly on my mind.
God willing, I will continue to pronounce
his blessing for years to come. As I do, I
will visualize that blessing going forth from
God in ways I may never know. But having seen it literally received in the form of
small identification tags that morning is an
experience that will stay with me for ever.
God’s blessing manifests itself in the most
unexpected ways!
P.S. This street ministry is a vital part of
the life of both St. John’s and Our Savior,
but neither church is blessed with abundant
financial resources. If any individuals or
churches from our larger Southern Ohio
family would like to support this important
work, I know contributions properly directed would be most appreciated. Contact Lee
Anne Reat at St. John’s at 614.221.9328 or
revreat@aol.com or Paula Jackson at Our
Saviour, Mount Auburn in Cincinnati, at
513.241.1870 or pjackson@fuse.net.
Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan
of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.

Flippin’ out: Event supports School of Hope
All Saints, Pleasant Ridge, under the leadership of Ally Nurre
(pictured below), has celebrated Shrove Tuesday/Mardi Gras for
several years as a fundraiser for a school in Dhaka, Bangladesh,
that takes street girls and gives them education and embroidery
skills that enable them to raise their
standard of living and take care of themselves and their families. Asha, School
of Hope for girls, was started by Nurre’s
sister and brother-in-law. Several of the
graduates have fallen so in love with
education that they want to be teachers
themselves!
This year the party also supported a
new charity school in Belize started by
the parents of one of All Saints’ parishioners, Hillary Bullions. During the pancake dinner, attendees viewed
a slideshow of the two schools. After dinner, the fun began with
pancake tosses for different age groups from preschoolers to adults
(pictured at right). After all the prizes were won, some of the kids
continued the toss until dragged home by their parents. For those
who enjoyed quieter pastimes, there was a table set up to design and
decorate a Mardi Gras mask with feathers and glitter glue.
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See page 16 for more Shrove Tuesday scenes
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Try this in your
undercroft!

The Benefit Bank is free,
web-based software that uses
questions written at a 4th
grade level to generate tax
returns and public benefits
applications without having
to know a lot of regulations.
Sitting next to a stressed parent who has just discovered
that she’s going to get thousands of dollars in tax credits
is well worth 90 minutes of
intake.
This program is especially
rewarding for churches who
find that local need is overwhelming the resources they
have to offer, whether it’s food
or cash assistance. Helping
eligible people get food stamps
is more valuable than ever at a
time when the state’s regional
food banks are reporting a
marked drop in the quantity
and nutritional value of USDA
food and donated commodities.
Most people who are comfortable with Internet navigation
find this software easy to use.
Counselors sign a commitment
to protect client confidentiality and never to charge for the
service. Training is free, and
currently takes about four hours
for taxes and four for benefits.
If you’d like to learn more or
sign up for a training class,
contact the Ohio Association
of Second Harvest Foodbanks
at 614.221.4336 or put the
words “Ohio Benefit Bank” into
your web browser.
The Ohio Benefit Bank is a
partnership of the Governor’s
Office of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives and
hundreds of faith-based and
non-profit partners across
the state. Our diocese’s
Episcopal Community Services
Foundation was the first
affiliate of the Benefit Bank
in Ohio and works closely
with OASFH to recruit, train
and support sites in Southern
Ohio.
Since many people have been
trained by OASFH, you might
not yet be on an ECSF list. We
would like to keep in touch
with our Episcopal counselors!
Please write or call ECSF’s Ariel
Miller at 513.221.0547 or
ecsf@eos.net if you’re already a
counselor or interested in getting involved.

Benefit Bank program: Renders unto
Caesar – and still gets the tax refund
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Drivers on Cincinnati’s Daly Road are getting a double invitation
from St. Stephen’s church this Lent. Headed south, drivers see the
church sign, which reads: “Seeking wisdom? Then seek Jesus!” And
on their return: “Need free help with taxes? Call us!
This is St. Stephen’s third year as a Benefit Bank site.
“It’s going wonderfully – we’re flooded!” diaconal student Jeanne
Miller exclaimed the first Sunday in Lent, with seven appointments
already scheduled for the next two days.
“The 2008 tax season is our busiest by far,” says the Rev. David
Bailey, who was the first Ohio clergyman to enlist his congregation to
use this web-based software as a means to connect the working poor to
resources that can fill the gap between wages and the cost of living.
Parishioners use the Benefit Bank to help taxpayers complete federal and state tax returns for free. The goal is to maximize credits,
deductions and exemptions that can result in a check for thousands of
dollars from the IRS. The Earned Income Tax Credit alone can add up
to $4,716 in new money to the budget of a working family with two
children. The software also can screen people for likely eligibility and
fill out applications for food stamps, child care vouchers, Medicaid,
and HEAP (home energy assistance).
This the first tax season since Governor Strickland adopted the
Benefit Bank as a key anti-poverty strategy of his administration. At
the request of the Governor’s Office, the Ohio Library Association has
published the location of nearby Benefit Bank sites on local library
websites. Growing media coverage and social service referral are
bringing many calls and visitors to participating Episcopal churches.
By Feb. 10, St. Stephen’s five Benefit Bank counselors had already
helped more people complete returns than during the entire tax season
last year. They are offering a wholesome alternative to instant cash or
refund anticipatory loans that are aggressively marketed by storefront tax
preparation firms. Free tax assistance saves taxpayers from having to pay
fees and interest that can gobble hundreds of dollars of a family’s refund.
Benefit Bank volunteers are alert to opportunities to connect visitors with other resources that can help them overcome difficulties.
“One taxpayer had lost her job in December, and I could tell she was
really struggling, so I referred her to the Mount Healthy Alliance,” says
Gary Miller, another St. Stephen’s Benefit Bank counselor. The Alliance
is a new ecumenical program St. Stephen’s helped spearhead. It provides
free food, emergency assistance and social service referral.
Another pioneer Benefit Banker, Nancy Sullivan of Church of Our
Saviour, Mount Auburn, finds that using the Internet can turn you into
an ombudsman, able to help people with many needs – some quite
unexpected.
“I was asked by Sylvia Castellanos, a member of the Church of Our
Saviour and the director of CODEDI, the regional immigrant rights organization, to help a young mother apply for benefits for her two young
children,” Nancy wrote recently. “Although Santos is a caring and responsible mother, her children were in foster care and a magistrate had ordered
that she get food stamps, medical cards and child care vouchers for them.
Toggling back and forth between English and Spanish with the Benefit

Senior Warden John Phillips and parish nurse Mindy Horgan of St.
Michael and All Angels learned the tax software in a kitchen with a
wireless modem. Pam Sala of Greater Cincinnati Interfaith Hospitality
Network uses the software to help formerly-homeless families and says
she can pick up Internet signals in most people’s houses.
Bank, I was able to complete her applications and hand deliver them to
Job and Family Services. The next day in court I witnessed the magistrate
agree that she had met all the requirements to get her children back!”
Her can-do approach yielded some delightful successes on a recent
visit to CAIN, the ecumenical food pantry that also houses St. Philip’s
in Cincinnati’s Northside neighborhood. “I had appointments with
two folks who both canceled, and I figured I’d driven to Northside
for nothing,” Sullivan reported. “Instead, I discovered that an Internet
connection and a willingness to try to help can make a huge difference
for people who have limited access to information, let alone benefits.
While explaining to a single mother what documents she needed to
apply for home energy assistance (HEAP), Sullivan found out that the
woman had been seriously injured on the job but didn’t believe she
was eligible for worker’s compensation because she had been hired
only weeks before. Sullivan researched the issue, found the woman
was eligible for worker’s comp, told her how to apply, and put her in
touch with an ombudsman. She also helped an elderly, partly disabled
man get instructions on how to apply for Cincinnati Bell’s Lifeline
phone service, which is primarily for emergencies.
Finally, she met a food pantry client who was thrilled to have gotten
a new job but needed a state ID before the offer could be finalized.
Sullivan found out the fee and acceptable forms of payment. He left
with a CAIN check for $8.50 made out to the license bureau.
“My Benefit Bank tally for the past 10 days is dismally low,” she said.
“However, volunteering with The Benefit Bank has given me the opportunity to make a real difference for more people than those numbers reflect.”

Benefit Bank VISTA one of nation’s top 10 anti-poverty teams
Ohio’s Benefit Bank VISTA Team has been named one of the
10 most effective VISTA programs in the nation in combating poverty. It will be the subject of an in-depth feature in
the annual report commemorating the 40th anniversary of
the founding of VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) as
part of the War on Poverty. This team was the unanimous
choice by the State VISTA office for Best in Ohio last fall.
David Eisner, CEO of the Corporation for National and
Community Service, is using the top teams as examples
in speaking engagements across the country.

The Ohio Benefit Bank VISTAs recruit, train, and assist
Benefit Bank counselors across the state, including
those serving in Episcopal programs. The VISTAs also
build coalitions to improve public benefits outreach and
reduce the hurdles faced by eligible applicants.
Most are assigned to one of the 12 regional food banks,
reaching out to member agencies like food pantries and
other organizations serving people potentially eligible
for public benefits. The exception is Dayton, where VISTA
Charles Stough, an Episcopalian, uses Christ Church
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as his base of operations. Stough, now retired from the
Dayton Daily News, served as part of the first generation
of Peace Corps Volunteers in the 1960s.
VISTAs enlist for a year of service, receive a stipend and
health insurance and can qualify for a scholarship that
can be used for future tuition or for paying previous
educational loans. If you are interested in applying for
a position starting in July, contact Dustin Speakman,
Benefit Bank VISTA Coordinator, at 614.221.4336 or
dustin@oashf.org.

NEWS

Ohio Interfaith Power and Life offers
faith-based approach to “going green”
BY MERIBAH MANSFIELD
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Ohio representatives from many faiths are
coming together to form Ohio Interfaith Power
and Light. This new organization seeks to mobilize a religious response to climate change and to
promote energy conservation, energy efficiency
and renewable energy.
The coalition represents a broad spectrum of
religious traditions, including the Episcopal Church,
Presbyterian Church, Roman Catholic Church,
United Church of Christ, Lutheran Church and
members of the Quaker, Jewish and Muslim faiths.
The goal is to help people of faith fulfill their
responsibility for the stewardship of creation. This
fits with the concept of year-round stewardship.
Ohio is the 26th state to become an affiliate of the national Interfaith Power and Light
campaign. It began in California as part of “The
Regeneration Project” through the efforts of
the Rev. Sally Bingham, an Episcopal priest. In
November, Southern Ohio convention delegates
passed a resolution that endorsed the formation
of Ohio Interfaith Power and Light. A diocesan
task force will be appointed to prepare informational kits for congregations to use in educating
parishioners about energy topics like conservation, efficiency and renewable energy. This

information will be used, not only in churches
in our diocese, but also by congregations of all
faiths throughout Ohio.
St. Patrick’s, Dublin, became the first congregation to join Ohio Interfaith Power and Light
when the vestry approved the Congregational
Covenant in February. There is no charge to sign
the covenant. It is a pledge for a congregation to
do one or more of the following:
• educate parishioners about energy and its use
in relation to climate change
• conduct an energy audit of buildings to identify energy waste and financial savings
• make energy efficiency improvements to
church buildings
• use renewable energy, such as solar and wind
power
• offset non-renewable energy consumption
by purchasing alternative, efficient, or renewable
energy sources
• support public policies that contribute to the
goals of Ohio Interfaith Power and Light
Perhaps St. Patrick’s will form a “Green
Team” to take action on the covenant. After all,
“It’s Greener in Dublin!”
Meribah Mansfield is a member of St. Patrick’s
in Dublin. Contact her at 614.766.9188 or
meribahmansfield@gmail.com

The Regeneration Project website (www.TheRegenerationProject.com) has information on each state’s Interfaith Power
and Light group, and features an online shop for the purchase of discounted energy conservation products, such as all
types of compact fluorescent light bulbs. For additional information, visit www.ohipl.blogspot.com.

Bingham to speak in Columbus
The Rev. Sally Bingham, founder and president of
The Regeneration Project, will give the keynote address at a special
public event to be hosted by the newly formed Ohio Interfaith Power
and Light. The program, which will be held from 1-4 p.m. on March
15 at Broad Street Presbyterian Church, 760 East Broad Street,
Columbus (www.bspc.org), is a response to the rapidly growing
interest in climate change among people of faith.
Bingham began the Interfaith Power and Light
effort in 1998 with Episcopal Power and Light
and the support of Grace Cathedral as a unique
coalition of Episcopal churches aggregated to purchase renewable energy. In 2001, she co-founded
California Interfaith Power and Light, which
helps people of faith in California organize and
promote positive environmental change around The Rev. Sally
energy and climate change. Nationally, she is Bingham
working to establish Interfaith Power and Light
programs in every state. Also speaking during the program will be:
the Rev. Rebecca Tollefson, executive director of the Ohio Council of
Churches; Al Compaan, chair of the physics and astronomy department
at the University of Toledo and leader of a research group focused on
thin-film photovoltaic (PV) solar cells; and David Wilhelm, founder
of Adena Ventures, a venture capital fund targeting central Appalachia,
which includes the southeastern Ohio area in which he was raised.
“We believe that energy use is a spiritual issue,” said Keith Mills,
one of the founders of the Ohio Interfaith Power and Light. “ People
of faith from all religions who see caring for each other and the earth
as our sacred responsibility are coming together to reduce harmful
carbon emissions.”
Everyone is invited to attend the event. There will be a freewill
offering during the program. For more information about the event,
visit www.ohipl.blogspot.com.

Epiphany supports African orphans, refugees
BY SALLY JOHNSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Church of the Epiphany, Urbana, is a partner with African Team Ministries
to help provide funds for orphan and refugee relief, missions and evangelism in
East Africa.
Based in Monrovia, Calif., African Team Ministries serves as a channel
between churches in the two countries, drawing resources from several American
denominations, including Episcopal, Methodist and Presbyterian.
Several times a year, African Team Ministries sends Epiphany a big box of
fine and functional artifacts, jewelry and accessories, all handmade by African
artisans. The work is displayed at the church and offered for sale to the public.
Handsome, hand-carved replicas of African animals are popular items.
Rendered in a simple, realistic style, the figures are made from native woods and
finely finished and decorated with stains or paint.
Original jewelry designs in natural materials, semi-precious stones and
smooth and faceted glass beads, percussion instruments, handbags, scarves and
decorative collectibles also demonstrate native skills.
Volunteers at Epiphany unpack, display and sell the artifacts and arrange for
the proceeds and unsold items to be sent back to the California intermediary
ministry.
The ATM staff of about a dozen people, currently headed by Keith and
Suzanne Jesson, has kept money and materials moving back and forth between
churches in Africa and America since the founding of the ministry in 1984.
The program has provided funds for impoverished schools, literacy programs,
orphanages and sponsorship of individual children in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania
and Rwanda.

Above: Epiphany member Heather Angus
demonstrates handcrafted African nutshell percussion instruments.
Left: Art Baer of Epiphany admires a
wooden giraffe hand-carved by African
artisans.
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Bishops, clergy act on payday lending
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
On Ash Wednesday, Episcopalians joined concerned
Ohioans of many other faiths at the Ohio Statehouse
to support legislation to stop abuses in payday lending.
Clergy hurried over from early services for a prayer vigil
and the 8:30 a.m. hearing, before returning to their parishes
for noonday worship.
Many represented BREAD, Columbus’ interfaith coalition, which chose predatory lending as a priority issue last
year. Those advocating reform wore buttons protesting the
391% annual interest rate payday lenders can currently
charge on short-term loans.
Two reform bills – HB 358 and HB 333 – would slash
the allowable interest rate, while a third favored by the
industry, HB 337, would leave the status quo essentially untouched. Ash Wednesday’s hearing in the House
Committee on Financial Institutions, Real Estate, and
Securities (FIRS) focused on HB 333.
Two days before, Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal and
Bishop Kenneth Price issued an e-mail alerting the diocese
about the hearings.
“As we enter into the season of Lent,” they wrote, “we are
reminded that the salvation we know in Jesus Christ cannot be
separated from his demand that we respond to God’s mercy
by caring for those who are weaker and more vulnerable than
we are. This is not just about hand-outs: we are called as followers of Jesus to speak out against social practices that prey
on the poor and take advantage of their poverty.
“Payday lending is one such practice,” they stated,
and called on readers to follow through on the resolution
passed at last November’s convention endorsing the efforts
of the Ohio Coalition for Responsible Lending to make
this industry comply with the lending standards.
The bills address practices that trap borrowers into
an untenable and inescapable cycle of poverty and debt.
Borrowers face mounting principal and interest when
they take out loans to pay off other loans. Many lenders
urge clients to give post-dated checks as collateral. When
those bounce, fees and penalties mount up each day the
overdraft continues.
“We are seeing a domino effect of cascading debt,” says
State Rep. Tryone Yates (D- Cincinnati), an Episcopalian
from Cincinnati who sponsored HB 358.
Another bill, HB 333, has bipartisan sponsorship and is
endorsed by the Coalition for Responsible Lending. This
bill would prohibit lenders from lending to someone who
already holds an outstanding payday loan. It is designed to
encourage alternative small loan lending. HB 333 would
cap the APR at 36%, while Yates’ bill would set the limit
at the 25% state usury limit, repealing the exemption given
to check cashing lenders under a law passed in 1995. The

Praying with their feet

In addition to Ohio’s Episcopal bishops, all five
Catholic bishops, Bishop Bruce Ough of the West Ohio
Conference of the United Methodist Church, and other
judicatory leaders have spoken out on behalf of the
reform. If you wish to add your voice, go to www.house.
state.oh.us/index.html to find the contact information
for your representatives. The site also gives legislative hotlines. For suggestions on effective advocacy,
consult Canon Ruttan at 614.461.8429 or karl_
ruttan@episcopal-dso.org. A list of the Southern Ohio
members of the Financial Institutions, Real Estate, and
Securities Committee is on the diocesan website under
WebBonus on the homepage.
Terry McCoy and the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan attend a
hearing at the Ohio Statehouse to advocate for an end to
predatory payday lending practices.
number of payday lenders in Ohio has skyrocketed from
107 in 1996 to 1,562 today.
The Coalition for Responsible Lending estimates that
more than 368,000 Ohioans are trapped in loans they
cannot pay on time without taking out other short-term
loans. One woman’s original two-week loan of $300 ballooned into a $690 monthly payment stretching out over
two years. This epidemic affects churches and ecumenical
ministries in the increasing number of people seeking help
to stave off eviction, utility cut-offs and hunger.
Some who have suffered from this debt trap testified
on behalf of the 36% cap because they believe a lower
limit would shut down the industry, eliminating a service
needed by people too poor to qualify for bank loans.
“Some people clearly need this service, but we don’t expect
to have a payday lender on every street corner,” says the Rev.
George Glazier, rector of St. Stephen’s, Columbus, who has
been working for reform as a member of BREAD. “I drive
by three payday lenders on my way home to Clintonville. I
see as many payday lenders as I do Wendy’s.”
So many people turned out for the Ash Wednesday hearing that the staff opened the partition between two hearing
rooms.
“All the seats were filled, and people were standing all
around the perimeter, shoulder to shoulder, “ says the Rev.
Dick Burnett, rector of Trinity, Capitol Square and chair
of the diocese’s Social Justice Network. “I can’t imagine
many issues that are going to have the kind of presence
this one did.”
While many were advocates for the poor, others wore
stickers reading “I Chose Payday Lending.”
“They sure didn’t look like payday lending customers,”

said John Aeschbury, BREAD’s organizer. “Most of them
looked like branch managers.”
“The multitude of bills being considered allows the
legislature to pass a bill that does nothing,” warns Glazier.
“Payday lenders have a lot of money and make a lot of
money. They must be aiming for, ‘How little regulation
can we get by with here?’”
“There are two ways to change public policy: organized
money or organized people,” says the Rev. Lynn CarterEdmands, rector of St. James, Clintonville, who attended
the hearing as a BREAD representative. “If you don’t
have the money to buy change – and that would be the
churches and the people who need help – you can do it
with people.”
Says Burnett: “It’s praying with your feet.”
Yates warns that the proposals could die in committee.
“Private interests who have a great deal at stake are very
difficult to move and pressure,” he says. “To gain reform
takes more than marches and testifying.”
The Rev. Claire Hunkins and fellow parishioners of
Trinity, London have been organizing advocacy on payday
lending, which is a growing problem in Madison County.
Twyla MacNamara, executive director of the ecumenical
Ministry for Community in London, was delighted that
FIRS Committee Chair Chris Widener (R–Springfield)
asked to attend a meeting of the county’s Families and
Children First Council last fall to brief them on how bills
were taking shape. She’s encouraged by his evident concern
for the impact of the spiral of debt. There is a lot of energy
around these three bills, with one of the sponsors of HB 333,
William Batchelder – a leading fiscal conservative – saying
that the current state of payday lending is bad public policy.
“It’s just wrong,” says Burnett. “It’s not worthy of us as
a good people.”

Trinity honors
Appalachian heritage
At right: In honor of the diocese’s Appalachian
Ministries Sunday, Trinity, Columbus invited Columbus
Dispatch columnist Mike Harden (center) to speak
about his Appalachian roots. At left: Denison
University’s Bluegrass Ensemble with Kevin Wines as
director furnished the music for the day.
Photos by Allan Sheppard
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STATIONS
OF
Via Crucis Way of the Cross
THE CROSS
Via Dolorosa
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About the poster

The depictions on pages 8-9 of
the Stations of the Cross hang in
churches throughout the Diocese
of Southern Ohio. Thanks to the
churches and photographers
for sharing the images with
Interchange. The reflections were
written by the Rt. Rev. Thomas E.
Breidenthal, Bishop of Southern
Ohio. The project was conceived
and coordinated by Julie Murray,
diocesan communications specialist.

Stations and their
church home

I – All Saints, Portsmouth
II & III – St. Margaret, Trotwood
IV – St. Alban, Bexley
V – St. Philip, Columbus
VI – St. Timothy, Anderson Twp.
VII – St. Anne, West Chester
VIII – St. Christopher, Fairborn
IX – St. Mary, Hillsboro
X – St. James, Clintonville
XI – St. James, Westwood
XII – St. Stephen, Cincinnati
XIII – St. Philip, Circleville
XIV – St. Michael & All Angels,
Cincinnati
Interested in purchasing a print of
the Stations of the Cross poster?
Please send an e-mail
to Julie Murray at Julie_
murray@episcopal-dso.org or call
800.582.1712. Cost: $5, which
includes postage.

A HISTORY
The Stations of the Cross represent a pilgrimage of prayer, a time of reflection structured upon the final hours of
Jesus’ life. Traditionally the stations begin with Jesus carrying his cross after Pilate condemns him to death and ends at
Golgotha or Calvary, the site of Jesus’ execution.
As acts of devotion, early Christians retraced the final days of Jesus in Jerusalem. The pilgrimages offered a time
to reflect on the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus’ death. During Medieval times, people were not able to travel as easily
to Jerusalem to carry out the pilgrimages, so artists crafted “stations” to mark different moments in Jesus’ journey.
The number of stations has varied through the centuries,with 14 being the most common modern representation.
Today, these stations are paintings or sculptures; some are made of stone, wood or metal, while others are engravings.
Traditionally the stations are posted around the walls of the sanctuary or in a prayer chapel or garden. Although the stations can be followed at any time, many Episcopal churches hold a Stations of the Cross service during Lent, especially
on Good Friday.
Following the Stations of the Cross offers a time to meditate on the difficult journey that Jesus made to the cross
– and on our own journey of faith, doubt and struggle. As Dennis Brachter writes for The Voice Institute, “The journey that Jesus makes to the cross is not easy. Most such journeys of faithfulness and servanthood are fraught with
great risk. There is suffering, and the death is real. It is not the end of the story. But it is part of the journey. If we are
to remember the cross honestly, we must remember the entire journey, honestly. There will be a Sunday morning, and
we cannot forget that part of the story. But not yet. The journey of the Cross winds through Holy Week, from the singing crowds on Sunday to the darkness of Good Friday. Sunday will come. But not without the journey through Good
Friday and the Cross. The journey from Sunday will have little meaning without the journey through Good Friday.
“ To think that the event of Jesus’ journey to the Cross was a one-time event in history is to misunderstand the role of
remembering. For in remembering this event by walking the Stations of the Cross, we are not just reenacting a 2,000
year-old event. We are making our own journey, and in the process confessing our own dependence upon God.”

LOCAL OBSERVANCES
Parishioners at St. Patrick, Dublin, will walk a unique Way of the Cross this year, bringing the remembrance to life
with creative visual representations of the stations made by members of the many ministry groups at St. Patrick’s.
Ministry groups were invited to create a representation of a station that is somewhat related to their ministry. For example, the first station, Jesus is condemned to death, has been assigned to the Kairos prison ministry. In this unique Way
of the Cross, each station will relate that point in Jesus’ walk to a contemporary ministry of the people of St. Patrick’s.
WebBonus: Check out pictures of these creative stations online at www.episcopal-dso.org.
At Christ Church, Dayton, Dr. Yun Kyong Kim will perform on the pipe organ The Stations of the Cross, a powerful set
of musical meditations composed by French composer Marcel Dupre. The musical depictions will be interspersed with
readings from “The Stations of the Cross,” by French poet Paul Claudel. The rarely heard music and spoken word performance will enable those in attendance to gain a higher appreciation for the joy of the Resurrection and will be presented in
its entirety at 7 p.m. on Good Friday, March 21. For more information, contact Christ Church at 937.223.2239.
In Portsmouth, people from all Christian traditions will walk the Stations of the Cross together on Good Friday. After
a lunch gathering and meditation at another local church, participants will make the pilgrimage to All Saints, where the
Rev. Jeff Queen, rector, and the Rev. Dcn. Dick Schisler will lead the Stations of the Cross liturgy.
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IV: Jesus meets
his afflicted mother
Blessed Mary, you were unable to protect
your son in the moment of his dereliction.
May your Good Friday sorrow and your
Easter joy comfort all parents, grandparents,
teachers and pastors who look to God
to provide the help they cannot give.

XIII: The body of Jesus is placed in the arms of his mother
Mother of God, you did not shrink from bearing Jesus, still less
from cradling his crucified body when it was taken down from
the cross. May your prayers, and the prayers of all the faithful,
help us to embrace the weight of Christ’s death, in order that we
may claim for ourselves the glory of his resurrection.

XI: Jesus is nailed to the cross
Through you, Lord Christ, all things
were made. Have I with my own hands
nailed down the hands that fashioned me?
Where, then, shall I flee?

XIV: Jesus is laid in the tomb
Most glorious Lord of life, there is no
darkness, no depression, no loss or failure
that lies beyond your reach, since you have
been entombed for each of us in the place
where we are most dead or are farthest from
hope. Already your light shines in our inner
wastelands. Draw us to you.

X: Jesus is stripped of his garments
Lord Jesus Christ, you were stripped and
dishonored at your journey’s end, in order
that we might be clothed in your
salvation. May all who have suffered
shame find their dignity restored in you.

VII: Jesus falls a second time
Refuge of sinners, you who are our rest knew no rest on
the path to Golgotha. We thank you that we may falter
and stumble a thousand times in our struggle to follow
you, and yet you receive us as though we had danced our
way to you without missing a step.

III: Jesus falls the first time
Eternal Word, you took on our frail
nature in order that we might be
restored to the fullness of grace.
May your strength be made perfect in
our weakness, and may your
weakness reveal to us the true nature
of strength.

VI: A woman wipes the face of Jesus
Lord of glory, we see your face in the face of all
who stand in need of our attention. Give us the
grace and wakefulness to take another look at
one another.

II: Jesus takes up his cross
Our master and teacher, you did
not hesitate to move forward,
shouldering the instrument of
your death. Give us
whole-heartedness and boldness
when we set out to serve
the world in your Name.

IX: Jesus falls a third time
Shepherd of souls, may your merciful embrace
enfold all who know themselves beaten by
disease, age, accident, or the consequences of
their own mistakes. Give us resurrection hope
when we are sure we will never stand again.

XII: Jesus dies on the cross
Lover of souls, your love presses on into the
land of extinction. You have disappeared
from my sight, as have so many. Where can I
go, that I may find you?

VIII: Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
Jesus, you told the women of Jerusalem not to
weep for you but for our world. Give us grace
to transform our sorrow into action, that we
may rescue the earth from ruin and bring some
measure of hope to the poor.

V: The cross is laid on Simon of Cyrene
Jesus, your cross lay heavy on the back of a
stranger far from home. Open our eyes to see
how you share your suffering and your honor
with all who are counted as outsiders.

I: Jesus is condemned to death
Lord of all compassion, you know what it is to be
unjustly accused. Give us patience in the face of
prejudice and save us from rushing to judgment in
our opinion of others.
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NOTABLE

A recording made by Scott Hayes, organist and choirmaster at St.
Luke, Granville, was featured on the Feb. 3 broadcast of American Public
Media’s Pipedreams. The organ at Lake Erie College was a 1927 Skinner
Organ, Opus 647, that Hayes had helped to restore at Muller Pipe Organ in
2006. The recording included excerpts of C.S. Lang’s Fanfare and Herbert
Howell’s Psalm Prelude, Op. 32 No. 3.
Doris Swabb and Doris Miller, parishioners at Christ Church, Dayton,
were recently recognized by Miami Valley Hospital for their many volunteer
hours at an annual Recognition Luncheon. Swabb has volunteered 4,000
hours and Miller a whopping 9,390 hours. Congratulations!
Two youngsters at St. Mark’s, Dayton, Caroline Tolentino and Sawyer
French, were selected by their teachers as Students of the Month at Shaw
Elementary in Beavercreek. Good job!
Taylor Doerr of All Saints, Portsmouth, won the spelling bee at Valley
Elementary School. That’s G-R-E-A-T! And Madeline Queen, a kindergartner and member of All Saints, was selected as a Positive Pirate at her
school, Wheelersburg Elementary. Teachers select Positive Pirates when the
children are extra helpful or kind to others. Congratulations!

Cincinnati West

During Lent, members at Ascension & Holy Trinity
are using the Enneagram as a spiritual practice. The
Enneagram is a personality system that describes nine
distinct and fundamentally different habits of thinking, feeling and acting. Each of the nine patterns has
a filter that determine what an individual pays attention to and how his or her energy is directed. Through
an exploration of the Enneagram, one can begin to
understand more unconscious motivations and decision-making. The classes run from 10-11:30 a.m. or
7-8:30 p.m. on Mondays. Call 513.821.5341 to learn
more.

Columbus

The first annual casserole sale will be held at St. Mark,
Upper Arlington, on March 2. The sale is sponsored by
the Altar Guild, and the proceeds will help toward purchasing much needed liturgical items. To participate,
parishioners can bring a casserole to donate, or purchase
someone else’s – or both! Casseroles are prepared in
advance and frozen in disposable containers, with the
chef’s favorite dinnertime prayer attached. Those who
then enjoy the casserole have their meal blessed with the
special prayer.

Dayton

The Welcome Ministry at St. Paul, Dayton, recently
hosted a New Faces/New Friends luncheon at the church.
New and familiar faces at St. Paul’s gathered to share
conversation and get to know each other over a bowl of
chili. Quarterly luncheons are planned to help all the new
faces become familiar faces at St. Paul’s.
St. George, Washington Township, sponsored a
Parents’ Day Out in February. Children under the age
of 10 enjoyed an afternoon of food, games and crafts
while their parents could enjoy a Saturday afternoon and
evening of some adult time together on Valentine’s weekend. All was free, but donations were accepted to benefit
youth ministry mission.

Miami River

The ECW at Ascension, Middletown, has begun sewing a quilt, which it will raffle off as a fundraiser. This
quilt, however, will have much more than just a few
seamstresses working on it. The ECW has appealed to the
entire parish to have a hand in creating the quilt. Don’t
know how to sew? Come and make sandwiches for the
quilters to eat when they take a break. Don’t know how
to cook? Come and read a passage from a book that has
inspired you. Can’t come during the day? They’ll hold
day and evening sewing sessions so anyone can stop by
and say a prayer to start off the stitching. The winner of
this quilt will truly be wrapped in the love of the people
of Ascension. For more information about the quilt, and
when the raffle is expected to be held, contact Ascension
at 513.424.1254.
Folks at St. Francis, Springboro, had a special way to
celebrate Valentine’s Day. The church hosted a Valentine’s
Event at Der Dutchman restaurant in Wayneville, followed by a wholesome comedy show, a long-stem rose
and a chance to win an overnight package. Childcare also
was available for a small fee.
Church School students at St. Anne, West Chester,
have begun assembling Church World Service Kits as
their winter stewardship program. The kits, small packages of personal emergency supplies, will be distributed to
families in need throughout the United States and around
the world. The students will collect items each month and
complete the kits by May. The goal is to create one kit for
each family enrolled in the St. Anne Church School.
The season of Lent encourages people to reflect upon
their mortality. At St. Patrick’s, Lebanon, members are
invited to take this opportunity to plan their own funerals.
On March 12, from 7-8:30 p.m., a class will be held to
look at the numerous decisions that must be made when
someone dies. There will be an opportunity to record personal wishes and put them on file at St. Patrick’s.
Bridge of Hope of Butler County has set up offices
at Trinity, Hamilton. Bridge of Hope works with single

mothers and their children to help them attain financial
self-sufficiency through employment, education and
enhanced self-esteem. Their ministry is to demonstrate
Christ’s love, one family at a time, through mentoring
friendships. Churches like Trinity enhance Bridge of
Hope’s ministry through the gift of office space, prayers
and support. For more information about Bridge of
Hope, you can contact them in their office at Trinity on
Wednesday or Thursday mornings at 513.330.4278.

Northwest

A new Men’s Fellowship Group has formed at Trinity,
Troy. Men are invited to join Trinity rector Melody
Williams for coffee and conversation on Tuesday mornings at 6:45 a.m. at Night Sky Restaurant in Troy. The
group has begun by reading and discussing the book The
Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman. Any men who
are awake that early and would like more information can
contact Trinity at 937.335.7747.
Organ Concerts are being held each Friday in Lent
from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. at Epiphany, Urbana. The
concerts are performed by Epiphany organist Sharon
McCall. The concerts are offered as a venue for people
in downtown Urbana to take time during Lent to reflect
on God’s goodness through music. For more information,
contact the Northern Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster
office at 937.964.7137.

Ohio River

Kudos to the 5000 Club at Christ Church Cathedral,
who served 11,400 hot meals in 2007. An additional
7,150 lunch bags also were given out. The 5000 Club was
formed in the winter of 2006 for the Cathedral to offer a
more substantial outreach to the homeless and hungry in
the city of Cincinnati. Focusing originally as outreach to
the residents of the Anna Louise Inn, a nearby women’s
shelter, attendance quickly spread to hungry men from
the streets as well. In just over one year, kitchen and
seating capacity have maxed out. More than 100 people,
including several from other churches, volunteered during 2007, working an estimated 6,650 hours.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese?
Send news to julie_murray@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Julie Murray, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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Maurício Andrade, primate of the Episcopal Anglican church in
Brazil has said in a letter to the province that he regrets the news that
five fellow Primates will boycott the upcoming Lambeth Conference.
Archbishops Peter Akinola of Nigeria, Emmanuel Kolini of Rwanda,
Benjamin Nzimbi of Kenya, Henry Orombi of Uganda, and Gregory
Venables of the Argentina-based Province of the Southern Cone
recently announced that they would not attend the once-every-10-year
gathering of Anglican bishops set for July in England.
“We are seriously preparing ourselves in Brazil to participate in the
2008 Lambeth Conference because we are certain that this is the space
for unity, and we know that unity does not mean uniformity,” Andrade
wrote in his message.
All of his fellow Brazilian bishops and their spouses “are in prayer
while we await to meet and be reunited with brothers and sisters who
live challenges and in different contexts from our own, knowing that we
are united in God’s mission,” Andrade wrote.
They are “preparing to share our lives, challenges and experience of
being a Church that lives in missionary expansion,” he wrote.

“We intend to go to Lambeth open to dialogue, and to feel the presence of God guiding us as His people, breaking the bread that unites us
in the Body of Christ, and expressing solidarity with the world in need
of the Word of transformation and salvation,” Andrade wrote.
The five Primates said they would not attend Lambeth in protest
over the invitations extended by the Archbishop of Canterbury to
all but one of the Episcopal Church’s bishops. Akinola, Kolini and
Orombi had all previously announced that they intended to boycott
the conference.
Andrade wrote that he supports the invitation to the Episcopal
Church, because the church “has been showing all of us an example
of the path to unity and reconciliation, because they have met all the
requests for visits that were made and answered all the questions that
were posed.”
“They have spent time, money and energy to meet the primates’
requests, always with generosity and openness,” he added. “I think we
need to keep in mind that we are Anglican. We are seeing a disregard of
our richness and our ethos, that is, autonomy of the Provinces.”

At the request of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Gerald West from
University KwaZulu-Natal in Southern Africa has convened an international group to prepare Bible studies for the 2008 Lambeth Conference,
the Anglican Communion News Service reports. Members of the group
came from DR Congo, India, Tanzania, United States and the United
Kingdom.
“Bishops and spouses will pursue the same studies, though in their

own separate groups at the July Lambeth Conference,” the release says.
The focus of the Bible studies will be on the “I am” sayings of Jesus in
John’s gospel.
“Prayer and preparation before and around the conference are important,” the release notes, adding that Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan
Williams has encouraged as many people as possible in the Communion
to make such preparation a priority.

Group to prepare Lambeth Bible study

SCHOLAR’S CORNER
I have to take issue with your December column. It is not the
homosexual orientation or homosexuals but the sexual act itself
that the Bible clearly prohibits. I accept gays as children of God,
but I cannot approve of their sexual acts. Even more disconcerting
was your contention that a “life experience” should change one’s
theology away from Holy Scripture and the clear teaching of the
Church for thousands of years.
– Tom Hammer, St. John’s, Lancaster
You were right to recognize that my
starting from experience was the most
significant feature of my approach to the
homosexuality issue. It seems to me that
if you start from texts (whether biblical
texts or later Christian writings), you
can never get to an accepting attitude to
homosexuality. The tradition is too strong
in its abhorrence of same-sex relations
for any pro-homosexual position to find
significant support there. (There are in
the Bible and later Jewish and Christian
tradition more general ideas about equality, love, kindness, and so on, but it seems
to me that the condemnation of homosexuality is too unambiguous and forceful in the Bible and Church Tradition to
be significantly altered by such general

principles.)
In my opinion, the homosexuality issue
is one therefore that comes down to
a sharp choice between starting from
texts or starting from somewhere else. It
involves some people consciously disagreeing with the biblical text and others
being unwilling to disagree with the text.
The disagreement boils down to conservatives holding that homosexual behavior
is sinful because the Bible says so, and
others saying homosexual behavior is not
sinful, despite the Bible saying it is.
As I wrote in an earlier column
(September 2005), the difference between
theological conservatives and liberals can
be boiled down to what is your ultimate
authority, what has more weight with

you, and what is
more convincing
to you. More conservative people
are loathe to say
that the Bible contains anything not
of Divine origin
and therefore that
can be faulted.
Those who are
not so conservative are willing to
say that there may
be things in the Bible that are not “from
heaven” but from the human beings who
wrote the biblical books and therefore are
open to being dissented from or disagreed
with.
I don’t see any solution to the difference in opinion and approach or foresee
either side persuading the other to abandon its position, anymore than I think
those behind the Creation Museum will
ever be persuaded that the universe is billions of years old and that there has been
evolution, or than all Roman Catholics
will be persuaded to become Baptists or
all Baptists Roman Catholics. The best
that can be hoped for is understanding
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THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

and respect across the gap between irreconcilable positions.
I wish we Christians could disagree
in good faith about this issue as we do
about other issues and treat the issue
of homosexuality like we treat women’s ordination. What I mean is that
everyone knows which denominations
or sub-sets of a particular denomination ordain women and which ones do
not. Southern Baptists don’t, United
Methodists do. When you visit a Roman
Catholic church, you know you will find
no women priests or deacons. Certain
dioceses of the Episcopal Church have
no women priests. It’s the same in all of
Africa, except South Africa, as far as I
can tell. These differences are just to be
accepted as facts. It shouldn’t mean that
we cannot work together, support each
other and worship together. I wish we
could do the same on this issue.
The Rev. William Gartig is priest-in-charge
at St. Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati.
Questions about the Bible or other
religious subjects may be sent to 2146
Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CLERGY CHANGES

CALENDAR
March

1 – Parochial reports due. Contact Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712 or geri_
mcdaniel@episcopal-dso.org.
3 – Stewardship Commission meeting, 6 to 9 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Dick Tuttle at 740.374.8508 or rtuttle@suddenlink.net
5 – Commission on Congregational Life meeting, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Procter Camp
& Conference Center. Contact: Pat Ellertson at ellertson3@earthlink.net or 740.826.4270
5 – Advisory Commission on Compensation and Resources meeting, 2:30
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Jon Boss at
jbboss@fuse.net or 513.761.2630
7 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle Thompson at richelle_
thompson@episcopal-dso.org or 740.355.7964
13 – Trustees meeting, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Diocesan House. Contact: the
Rev. Canon Jim Hanisian at jhanisian@erhinc.com or 513.272.5555 ext. 4242
13-15 – EfM mentor training at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact:
Emily Jobe at erjobe1@aol.com.
15 – Homelessness Conference, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: the Rev. Lee Anne Reat at revreat@aol.com or 614.221.9328
15 – Camp staff interviews, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: the Rev. Ruth Paulus at rb1paulus@yahoo.com or 937.878.5614
18 – Renewal of Vows, 11 a.m. at Christ Chapel at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. RSVP to Diocesan House at 800.582.1712.
25 – Executive and Program staff meeting, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Procter Camp &
Conference Center.
28 – Standing Committee meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Chet Cavaliere at ccavaliere@cinci.rr.com or 513.271.9630
28-30 – Deacons retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the
Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff at walt_mycoff@episcopal-dso.org or 800.582.1712
31 – Budget Reports due

April

4-6 – Deacons’ School at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay
Sturm at 800.461.8424 or 614.461.8429.
7 – Executive Staff meeting, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Diocesan House.
7 – Stewardship Commission meeting, 6 to 9 p.m. at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: Dick Tuttle at 740.374.8508.
7 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle Thompson at richelle_
thompson@episcopal-dso.org or 740.355.7964
8 – Anti-Racism Task Force meeting, 5 to 8 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Debbie Stokes at 614.933.8715.
9 – Commission on Congregational Life meeting, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Pat Ellertson at 740.826.4270
11-13 – Young Adult Retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact:
Roger Speer at 614.330.6797.
12 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training, St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church, 232 E Main St, Lebanon, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pre-registration and
pre-payment are required. The cost of the training is $15, which includes lunch
and materials. Payment should be mailed to Geri McDaniel, Diocese of Southern
Ohio, 412 Sycamore St. Cincinnati, 45202 or register online under Administration,
Miscondect Prevention. Make checks payable to the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Training is required of all clergy, employees of a church, youth ministers, Stephen
Ministers, Eucharistic Visitors, counselors, volunteers and any lay person that
interacts or has care of children. Contact: Deacon Fred Shirley or Deacon Diana
Shirley at 614.882.9038.
12 – Diocesan Council meeting, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Rob Baldwin at 937.773.1241.
15 – Executive Staff meeting, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Diocesan House
17 – Interns meeting, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
18-20 - SOLLI weekend at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay
Sturm at 800.461.8424 or 614.461.8429.
22 – Full diocesan staff meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. All diocesan offices closed.
24-26 – Commission on Ministry meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: the Rev. Jack Koepke at 937.293.1154.

The Rev. John Bower is serving as interim priest-in-charge of St. Mary Magdalene,
Maineville.
The Rev. Dcn. Bill McLeery is serving as transitional deacon-in-charge at St. Paul’s,
Logan and Church of the Epiphany, Nelsonville.
The Rev. Canon Vicki Zust, canon for ministry formation, is taking a three-month
sabbatical. She returns to the office in late May. Please direct questions to Yvonne
Allen-Smith at 800.582.1712 or yvonne_allen-smith@episcopal-dso.org.

REST IN PEACE
Appellate Judge Robert L. Black Jr., a founder of Indian Hill Episcopal/Presbyterian
Church, died Feb. 7 in Cincinnati. He was 90.
Judge Black was a co-founder and chairman of the Queen City Foundation, which
helped open private schools to African-American students. He also was a founder of
the Hillside Trust to preserve Cincinnati’s hillsides and a trustee of Episcopal Divinity
School in Cambridge, Mass. In the diocese, he served for many years on the Canons
and Constitutions committee.
Survivors include his wife, Helen; sons, Steve, Luther and Bill; a sister, Frances B.
Turner; a brother, David; and five grandchildren. The memorial service was held Feb.
11. Memorials to Indian Hill Episcopal/Presbyterian Church, 6000 Drake Road, Indian
Hill 45243.
The Rev. Troy Keeling, a retired Episcopal priest, died Feb. 16 at the Marjorie
P. Lee Retirement Home in Cincinnati. He was 84. He was canonically resident in
the Diocese of Eau Claire but had been very active at ERH and frequently attended
Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming.
Memorials to ERH, Development Office, 3870 Virginia Ave., Cincinnati 45227.
The Rt. Rev. Sehon Goodridge, retired Bishop of the Windward Islands, died Dec.
28, 2007. He was 70. For several years, Southern Ohio and the Windward Islands
shared a companion relationship, and may local Episcopalians visited and worked with
Bishop Goodridge.
A pioneer in advocacy and education for black Anglicans, Bishop Goodridge also
served as a chaplain to England’s Queen Elizabeth. He retired as bishop in 2005.
Survivors include his wife, Janet; three children, Rachel, Stephen, and Elizabeth; and
nine grandchildren.

VISITATIONS
March
2
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
9
no visitations
Palm Sunday
16 Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Holy Week
20 Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
21 Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
22 Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Easter
23 Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
30 Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
April
6
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
13 Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
20 Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
27 Bishop Breidenthal

Mark it down!

Mission Convocation: May 3 at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Details in the April issue and online a www.episcopaldso.org.

Bishop Price
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St. Christopher, Fairborn
St. Margaret, Trotwood
House of Bishops
Trinity, Hamilton
St. James, Westwood
Calvary, Clifton
St. Philip, Circleville
Community of the Transfiguration
Trinity, Capital Square
Our Saviour, Cincinnati
St. James, Zanesville
Christ Church Cathedral
St. Mark, Upper Arlington
St. Stephen, Cincinnati
St. Patrick, Lebanon
Epiphany, Nelsonville and St. Paul, Logan
Redeemer, Hyde Park
St. James, Columbus
Calvary, Cincinnati
St. James, Piqua
All Saints, Pleasant Ridge
St. Luke, Sayler Park
7 p.m. St. Barnabas, Montgomery
no visitations, Forward Board meeting in
California

NEWS NOTES
Good Samaritan hosts concert
Two nationally known performers, Steve Chapin
and “Big John” Wallace will be in concert in Amelia
High School’s Theater for the Performing Arts on
May 2 beginning at 7:30 p.m. The concert benefits the
Church of the Good Samaritan, Clermont County, and
the Inter Parish Ministry, which serves needy families in southeastern Hamilton County and Clermont
County.
Chapin and Big John have been making music together since they were in the boys’ choir at Grace Episcopal
Church in Brooklyn Heights, New York, in 1955. Their
early careers include traveling with Steve’s brother, the
late Harry Chapin.
A piece of the Chapin tradition, incorporated in
Chapin and Big John’s music careers, is a focus on
giving back. They believe performers have the responsibility to speak out and to promote change for those
less fortunate.
Tickets are available for $20. They can be purchased by sending a check or money order (along with
a stamped, self-addressed envelope) to Church Of
the Good Samaritan, 25 Amelia Olive Branch Road,
Amelia 45102. In addition, in keeping with both the
Chapin family and Good Samaritan’s traditions, nonperishable food and personal care items will be collected the night of the concert for distribution by Inter
Parish Ministry.
Additional information can be obtained by calling the
church office at 513.753.4115 weekdays 9-11:30 a.m.

MISSION MINUTE
WE ARE ONE!
We are one with the homeless, and one with the hungry.
We are one with the poor and the sick;
We are one with those who walk miles for water
and one with the persecuted for their belief.

Especially, should we remember:
That we are one with God’s Son
And each day give thanks for this blessing.

St. Stephen’s helps students

Third and fourth graders at Duvall Elementary in Mt.
Healthy enjoy the opportunity to buy rewards at the ‘Buck
Store’, as St. Stephens’ volunteers help with big decisions.
Photo by Gordon Grant

Holy Trinity, Oxford, hosted the Community
Celebration and Service honoring the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. About 150 souls braved near zero-degree
cold on a march from the uptown park that ended at Holy
Trinity. Parishioners served coffee and hot chocolate,
and the Rev. Karen Burnard, rector of Holy Trinity, welcomed the marchers. Amy Greenbaum, executive director of the Jewish organization, Hillel at Miami University,
opened the celebration with prayer, and the Rev. Darryl
Jackson of the First Baptist Church of Oxford read from
Scripture. Dr. Juanita Tate, director of diversity initiatives
at Miami University, introduced speakers from the community that included a professor and students from the
school, as well as Richard Miller, vice president of the
Oxford NAACP, and Delilah Morris, member of the First
Baptist Church of Oxford. Eleven-year-old twin brothers, Wagner and Andrew Mogga, offered their remarks
on what Martin Luther King meant to them. The Bethel
AME Youth Choir of Cincinnati and the choir of the First
Baptist Church contributed their voices to the service.
The Community Celebration originated when the
brothers of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity led the first march
to honor Dr. King’s memory in Oxford more than ten
years ago. Holy Trinity was honored this year to be chosen to host the event.
– Diana Uhlman

Doing right by the books

All of God’s people are our brothers;
God loves all of us the same
Let us live as God wants us to live
By loving all God’s people alike.

Holy Trinity honors Dr. King

Wagner Mogga, 11, talks about the impact of Martin Luther
King Jr.

Also for anyone considering a call to religious life, the
community of St. Francis is hosting a retreat June 25-July 1.
This week is an opportunity to share the sisters’ life of prayer
and ministry with the poor in San Francisco. Information:
415.824.0288 or www.communitystfrancis.org

St. Stephen’s, Cincinnati, partners with local elementary schools with volunteers mentors in a program coordinated by Linda Urso of the Mt. Healthy City School
District. Having a one-on-one mentoring experience has
been shown to improve students’ academic preparedness,
while building the confidence and self-esteem needed to
be successful in both school and life.
As an incentive for these K-6 graders to practice such
positive traits as good attendance, respectful behavior
and timely homework completion, St. Stephens stocks
and staffs a “Learn to Earn Buck Store” at the end of
each semester. Teachers monitor the student’s progress
at meeting the selected criteria, and students are awarded
“bucks” (play money) to exchange for small fun or
educational items provided by St. Stephens.
This partnership is in its second year and has greatly benefited the school, the students and the volunteers. Children
are reaping the benefits of having a mentor relationship,
and they especially enjoy ‘shopping’ for games, toys &
personal items at the “Buck Store,” a tangible reward for
making good choices. St. Stephens’ volunteers have experienced the personal satisfaction of interacting with their
youngest neighbors and knowing that they may have a
small positive impact on the neighborhood’s future.

Retreats offered
Awakening into Spring, a SoulSpring silent, directed
retreat at the Convent of the Transfiguration in Glendale,
will be offered March 28-30. This retreat for men and
women offers unstructured time for reflection, sleep and
other ways of refreshment, meeting each day with a spiritual director. For a brochure or information, call Linda
Busken Jergens at 513.321.6743.
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Tim Angel and Diana Michael review
the books for sale at All Saints. Left, a
buyer peruses the thousands of books.
There was plenty of judging a book by its covers at
All Saints, Portsmouth, in mid-February. The church held
its first book sale and attracted hundreds of buyers and
browsers from throughout southeastern Ohio, as well as
Columbus and Huntington, W.V. The three-day book sale
featured more than 7,000 books donated by parishioners and
community members and plenty of delectable sweets for the
bake sale. Spearheaded by Tim Angel, a new member of All
Saints, the event raised more than $2,000 – with all proceeds
earmarked for evangelism efforts. In addition to fundraising,
the book sale itself was seen as an evangelism opportunity,
with buyers receiving a warm welcome to All Saints, information about the Episcopal Church and worship service
times. The sale was advertised both locally on the radio and
in the newspaper, as well as on websites like Craig’s List.

Priests chosen for Leadership Project
The Rev. Dr. Lee Anne
Reat, vicar at St. John’s,
Columbus, and the Rev.
Cricket Park, assistant
rector at St. Patarick’s,
Dublin, have been chosen
as two of 30 participants
Park
in the 23rd class of the Reat
Clergy Leadership Project. Several hundred clergy were
nominated from across the nation and participants were
selected on the basis of talent, experience, geography,
leadership ability, and other criteria.
The Clergy Leadership Project is a national initiative
formed to develop and strengthen clergy leaders, supporting
new visions for vigorous ministries in their congregations and
communities as well as support their personal growth. Trinity
Church, Wall Street in New York City and The Episcopal
Church Foundation initially funded this leadership model.
Today Trinity Church is the sole sponsor of the project.
Reat and Park will attend a six-day conference in April
and will continue to meet with clergy colleagues for another
three sessions as they prepare to equip themselves for the
vigorous task of leading the church in the 21st century.

Join the fun: Spring Service Blitz
Join the youth of St. George’s, Dayton, and All Saints,
Portsmouth, for a weekend of service, learning, prayer and
fun. The trip includes service projects and an opportunity to
experience Appalachia and the lifestyle of rural communities.
This weekend also provides an opportunity to build connections across the diocese. The project is for youth, grades 9-12.
Registration deadline is March 15. Cost: $35. Call the Rev.
Dcn. Phil Webster at 937.434.1781 for more information.

NEWS

Johanssen joins diocesan staff
A second-career priest, the Rev. John Johannsen jokes
that he is in his penitential period, having practiced business and international law for more than a decade.
“I laugh about it,” says Johannsen, who began on
March 1 as the Canon for Congregational Formation
for the Diocese of Southern Ohio. “But what’s interesting are the similarities between being a lawyer and a
priest. In law, a lot of my work had to do with advocacy, identifying issues, finding methods of solution,
Now, rather than advocating for a client, I advocate
for Christ. I help people on their spiritual journey and
to build relationships. I found in both areas I had to
be a good listener and able to identify the presenting
issues. My administrative experience as a lawyer also
has helped me as a priest. Of course, the big difference
between the two is the pay.”
Johannsen joins the diocesan staff during a time of
transition as Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal is restructuring, with a focus on formation. Johannsen joins the
Rev. Karl Ruttan, who will serve as Canon for Christian
Formation, and the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust, the Canon for
Ministry Formation. Johannsen, who had been rector of
St. Alban’s, Bexley in Columbus since 2004, will work
out of the Cincinnati office a few days a week as well as
teach at Bexley Hall Seminary in Columbus, but he will
primarily be on the road, assisting congregations.
This is the second time Johannsen has served on a
diocesan staff; he was canon missioner for the Diocese
of Colorado and had oversight for about 25 churches in
Denver and surrounding areas. Ordained by the Diocese
of Ohio in 1990, he has served churches from family to
corporate-size.
Johannsen talked with Interchange editor Richelle
Thompson about the call to serve on diocesan staff.
Tell us about your call to the priesthood.
My grandfather and great-grandfather were both Lutheran
pastors. I of course then wanted to have nothing to do with
ordained ministry. So I came into this kicking and screaming. As an adult, as I became more active in the church, I felt
like I really needed to pay attention to what God was calling me to in my life. I was a music major at Ohio State and
served as a choir director at a church in Worthington. So God
was never really very far away from me in my life.
What’s your background in music?
I’m a trombone player by profession. I played in the

Bio file

Seminary: Virginia Theological
Seminary
Congregations: Served Christ
Church, Alexandria; St. Paul’s,
Akron; Grace Church, Menomoni,
Minn.; Good Shepherd, Denver;
St. Alban’s, Bexley
John Johanssen
Family: Married to Pam for 24
years. Together they have four
boys, ages 32-40, and seven grandchildren.
Age: 61
Phone: 513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712
Email: jjohanssen@episcopal-dso.org
OSU Marching Band and have played with a lot of big
bands like Doc Severinsen. I still play in the OSU alumni
band and in a dance band called Cyndi Black Big Band.
We play dance music from the 1930s, 1940s, 1950s
– kind of updated Lawrence Welk music.
What do you do to relax?
I play music. I love to walk and be outside. If I have
the time, I sail. On my last sabbatical, I went to a sailing
school in the Caribbean.
What was your first response when Bishop
Breidenthal asked you to consider the canon position?
Shock. Bishop Tom and I had some long and wonderful conversations during the search process (Johanssen
was a member of the Nominating Committee). But I
never expected him to invite me into this position. I am
absolutely thrilled. It’s always bittersweet when you
leave a congregation, but I see this as an opportunity to
serve all the churches in Southern Ohio. I really enjoyed
my diocesan work in Denver, so I was flattered, humbled
and very excited about the opportunity to work for the
Diocese of Southern Ohio.
What will you miss about parish life?
I’ll miss the ability to go deep with relationships. I’ll
miss having the opportunity to baptize, to marry and to
bury people that I’ve come close to.
What are you looking forward to as Canon for
Congregational Formation?

I’m excited about the challenge of building relationships with all the clergy and lay leaders and the people of
Southern Ohio. I look forward to working together in new
ways of ministry, to equipping lay leaders to take more
ownership in the ministry. I’ll be a cheerleader in places
that are a bit demoralized and talk with them about how
their ministry can be redefined and reinvigorated. I hope
to be able to look at situations and help make them be
better than anybody ever thought they could be. I want to
be a resource rather than someone who rides in with all
the answers.
I believe we are faced with a paradigm shift in the
church, and that excites me – the opportunity to do new
ministry. We have dwindling resources – in terms of
money and population, and the old model of one priest,
one congregation may not work anymore. We need to reexamine that continuum of leadership and intentionally
invite the leadership to rise from the laity.
What’s on your nightstand? What are you reading?
As part of my Lenten study, I’m reading The Last Week: A
Day-by-Day Account of Jesus’ Final Week in Jerusalem by
Marcus Borg and John Crossan. I’m also reading Weather
for Mariners, and I just finished Barack Obama’s book, The
Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming the American
Dream. I’ve always have been a card-carrying conservative
Republican so I don’t know what is going on.
Where do you surf (online):
I like Moorings.com, which features charter sailing trips.
I visit a lot of nature sites and a few fishing camp sites in
Canada. I also go to the political websites – Hillary, Obama
and McCain – to see what’s going on. I’m linked into the
Episcopal Church’s site. But I’ll be honest: I’m not the most
technology-savvy guy, so I’m not surfing all the time.
What’s your must-see TV?
National Geographic, the History channel and all the
news channels. I’m a political junkie.
What’s on your radio?
Public radio -- classical music or talk. I really like classic rock too and jazz.
Final thoughts?
I really hope that people will understand how pleased
I am and how much I am looking forward to working on
this team. I’m excited to be part of a resource team for the
people of the diocese and to help them learn more about
their own ministry and call.

Mission statement for diocesan staff
Recalling Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, we as church leaders and diocesan staff are called to be the
ligaments in the body of Christ, helping the body to work together properly and to build itself up. We
connect individuals, congregations, deaneries, dioceses and our brothers and sisters around The Episcopal
Church and the Anglican Communion. We serve as resources to help equip the saints as well as prophets
to challenge the status quo and overcome inertia or apathy.
We serve God first, then the flock of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, including parishioners, clergy and
ourselves. We serve with joy, exhibiting the fruits of the Spirit. We listen for needs and respond appropriately. We offer encouragement and support while recognizing our own limitations and boundaries. We
strive to be good stewards of our time and resources and to be a model for the diocese of a balance between
work, prayer, play and family.
About the statement
For the past year, the diocesan staff has been meeting individually and as a group to discern its mission and core values.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal engaged two consultants from the Alban Institute, an ecumenical consulting group based
in Minneapolis, Minn., to meet one-on-one with all of the members of diocesan staff. The staff gathered for two retreats
with the consultants as well. During these retreats, the staff spent time in prayer, sharing joys and disappointments and
discussing work conditions and spiritual growth. This time together helped the staff develop a mission statement as a goal
in serving you, the people of the diocese, and in serving God. Each day we will try to live up to this mission statement.
We ask your feedback when we fail – and when we succeed, and we bid your prayers always.
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Sign up now for
summer camp!
Camp session:
Rising 6th & 7th graders; June 16 - 21
Rising 8th & 9th graders; June 23 - 28
Rising 10th & 12th graders
(and graduated seniors); July 6 - 12
Adventure Camp; July 16 - 20
Wee Tweens Camp; July 17 - 20
Rising 4th & 5th graders; July 22 - 26
Creation Camp; July 28 - 31
Family Camp; July 31 - Aug 3
Learn more at www.dsoyouth.org/camp

Engage
in sacred
conversation
BY FRED MCGAVRAN AND BEVERLY JONES
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTORS
Building relationships through meaningful conversation is essential to the work of the church,
but too often we follow a secular model that does
not foster relationships. Many church meetings are
conducted like business or political meetings: an
issue is presented, people talk across the room at
each other, a vote is taken, and the matter is closed.
Those who aren’t assertive enough feel shut out of
the discussion. Instead of consensus, some win,
and others lose, sometimes with disastrous impacts
on relationships among committee members.
According to the Catechism, “[t]he mission of the
Church is to restore all people to unity with God and
each other in Christ.” Therefore, we are called to
address this goal at every church meeting. We cannot
restore ourselves to unity with God and each other in
Christ if we conduct meetings that divide us.
Reconciliation Ministries at Christ Church
Cathedral has developed an alternative way to
converse. Modeled in part on Native American
practices, we begin by sitting in a circle with a
sacred center such as a lighted candle or a cross.
Opening with prayer, a facilitator states the issue,
and starting with a person beside the facilitator,
each person shares their thoughts for a designated
time (1-2 minutes). To emphasize the importance
of listening, the speaker holds an object such as a
stick or stone that gives the speaker the sole right to
speak for a particular amount of time. People may
not respond out of turn or interrupt the speaker. As
a result, everyone gets to speak, many viewpoints
are expressed and participants are enriched by listening to the wisdom of others.
The cathedral conducts a monthly Conversation
Café using this method. A topic such as “courage”
is selected, and everyone in turn says whatever they
wish about the topic. After everyone has spoken, the
facilitator asks the group to consider a follow-up question or issue raised by the first round, and everyone
gets to speak again. Through sacred listening, we hear
how people confront illness, broken relationships, job
loss and death in the faith of Christ. Someone sitting
in the pew beside us may be the most courageous
person we will ever meet.
The same method may be used for meetings.
The chair introduces an issue and in the first round
may ask everyone in turn to state their definition of
the issue. The next round, the chair asks everyone
to state their proposed solution. Often the issue is
resolved by drawing on the wisdom of the group.
This method also can help resolve conflict. In a
recent situation at the cathedral, people with opposing views met to discuss a problem. Instead of stating positions and arguing for them, they formed a
sacred circle and spoke in turn about the problem.
Out of their collective wisdom, a problem that was
thought to be unsolvable was resolved by agreement, and the participants were brought closer
together in their relationship with God.

REFLECTIONS

Lay theologian: Mystery of the Word
My first job out of graduate school was at a state university in the North Carolina system. I had a one-year
contract that was renewed for a second year.
We were glad finally not to be students living on rice
and beans with chili powder.
A friend in my department finished his Ph.D. my first
year there. This meant that he would soon be evaluated
for tenure. He had been there five years, and with tenure
he could have some security for a change.
But the Dean didn’t see it that way.
Darnell had been promised when he took the job that,
when he finished his degree, his years already there
would count. But he didn’t have that in writing. So the
Dean said the “tenure clock” had to start over.
Darnell was indignant. I was appalled. Could you
really not trust your boss’ spoken promises?
Taking that year and the next few into account, I drew
the logical conclusion. Bosses had two rules. (1) No
commitment is binding unless it is in writing, and (2) put
nothing in writing.
What does it mean anymore to give your word?
Though we are moved today by powerful speakers, the
spoken word itself has lost much of its power. If you don’t
have it in writing, good luck.
In societies with large administrative bureaucracies,
the document displaces the spoken word in official communications. But it was not so for the ancient Hebrews or
the people of Israel in Jesus’ time.
Not only a spoken promise or betrothal, but also a
spoken blessing, changed reality. Not only a conviction
by an authorized judge but also a spoken rebuke or curse
affected things.
The word of the king was more powerful than the word
of a subject, and the word of a god was more powerful
than the word of the king. But the word of the lowliest
among us could do benefit or harm, and so people had to
be careful what they and others said.
Sifting through the clues about the mystery of the
Word, one notices that both the law and the messages of
the prophets are “the word of the LORD.” Over and over
again, God’s instructions and statutes are “the word.”
Jesus brought the good news of salvation, but there is
more. Jesus was God’s spoken Word – the law and the
messages of the prophets – in human form.
I grew up thinking that there was a link between Old
Testament law and New Testament salvation. We’re

DR. DON REED

saved from the law. Christ
freed us from it.
Indeed, in the New
Testament, Jesus revised
both the sabbath laws and the
dietary laws. Peter had a vision
on a housetop and sided with
Jesus on clean and unclean
foods. Paul even rejected the
fundamental
requirement
of circumcision. He got the
apostles in charge in Jerusalem
to let him establish churches
outside Jerusalem where circumcision was not a membership requirement.
In each case, the letter of the law was revised, the spirit
of the law reinterpreted. But there is more.
I think especially of the sermon in Matthew 5 where
Jesus seems not to lower the bar but to raise it. At the end,
summarizing, he commands his audience to be perfect,
even as God is perfect, far beyond the requirements of
the law.
Is the mystery of the Word a call to renew the spirit of the
law and prophets – not to abolish but to complete them?
Darnell is now a college dean. I have been chair of my
department and am currently a small-time elected official.
We both play roles in administrative bureaucracies where
institutional memory needs written reminders. And we try
to keep our word.
During Lent again this year, I think about what is
required to keep God’s Word.
If “the word of the LORD” is Jesus rather than the
Bible, keeping God’s Word means following Jesus rather
than the letter of the Bible on every point.
But equally, if Jesus is “the word of the LORD” made
flesh, following Jesus requires discerning the word of the
LORD in the law and prophets – their spirit intact, not
abolished but completed.
The mystery of the Word draws me back for more
clues.
What can it mean to be called to fulfill the word of the
LORD?
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church, Springfield, and
is professor of Philosophy at Wittenberg University.
Contact him at dreed@wittenberg.edu.

Scout’s
honor
All Saints, New Albany,
celebrated Boy Scout
Sunday on Feb 3. Scouts
family and friends joined
in the worship service, with
Scouts doing all of the
readings.

Fred McGavran and Beverly Jones
are members of Christ Church Cathedral.
For more information on this model of conversation,
contact fmcgavran@fuse.net.
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Churches feed
the heart,
mind – and body!

At St. Anne’s, West Chester, the Young Adults in
Church (YAC) group hosted the Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper. The proceeds support their
Appalachian Service Project (ASP) mission trip in
June. At left, Meredith Szturm of West Chester prepares children’s pancakes for the annual Shrove
Pancake Supper. Below, Thomas Lewis and brother,
Nick, feast on their Mickey Mouse pancakes.
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St. Philip’s, Circleville, raised money and collected cans of soup,
^
their Souper Bowl. The youth held a bake sale between the
^ during
10:30 a.m. service and the Annual Meeting. After restocking St.

At St. Paul’s, Chillicothe,
church members had to
run out and buy more
sausage and pancake
mix because of such a
good response. Members
served more than 215
guests at their Shrove
Tuesday meal.

Philip’s food pantry, the additional canned goods were delivered
to the Community Food Pantry, and the money deposited to the
Hunger Fund. The youth also will be volunteering at the community
kitchen this month and are working on other fund raisers to help
the hungry. Above, Reed Hugus and Colleen Murmane pose with
the Souper Bowl pot.

Exodus journey: An adventure into spirituality
At right: Yoga was one
of many workshops
offered during Exodus.
At far right: The retreat
gave friends, old and
new, time to have fun
and hang out. Below,
praying the labyrinth
was one of the most
popular activities.

The infinite life of God himself took shape before us. Not in
a burning bush sort of way, but in the subtle, quiet and personal
journeys we each took at Exodus 5.
When Caldwell Reed and Anny Stevens-Gleason first said they had some ideas for Exodus,
there was no way of knowing that the creative, choice-driven and contemplative weekend would
evolve, but it did, and I thank God for it. Southern Ohio now truly has an organic program that
can grow and be as creative as its teenagers allow, where a design team can offer workshops that
focus on whatever the teens feel addresses their lives right now.
There is no box, no judgment, no manual, just guidance
and help with making their plans a reality. It allowed for a
creativity of the staff that is not typically seen and nourished
in regional retreats, and that same spirit of creativity was obvious in the various choices our participants made to have the
weekend they wanted most.
Exodus became a weekend where students chose their own
adventure into spirituality and the heart of Christ, but also
came together as community in the heart of creative worship that challenges the normalcy and routine of the Book of
Common Prayer without disrespecting it.
We had time for spiritual direction, small group talks,
games, art and writing projects, and simple fun. We had an amazing healing service using
Iona liturgy and iPod worship. We had icons and prayer chapels and constant music and
great people who came hoping to relax enough to see the face of Christ in one another.
Exodus 5 was not simply a laboratory for Christian formation, it was a short visit to Eden, where
we were challenged to allow ourselves to be counted as a child of God and to feel God’s presence.
We were nurtured, cared for, respected and taught. We were open, honest, crazy and quiet. We
allowed ourselves to be quiet and hear God, which is not easy for youth and young adults to do.
But most of all, we allowed ourselves to be family, even if just for a weekend.
Thank you to everyone who has walked this road to bring this amazing and innovative program
to life, to all five design team leaders, the staffs, their mentors, chaplains and host parishes: you have
helped bring hundreds of teens to the promised land and shown them where they are imprisoned or
exiled, and welcomed them back into the arms of Christ. May your Exodus journey continue to be
focused on the empty cross and never stop seeking the deepest mysteries of your hearts.

REFLECTION

– Roger Speer, Director of Youth Ministries. Contact him at dsodym@sbcglobal.net
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