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Delegates approve
mission priorities,
funding plan
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor

reconvened 136th convention: the
Mission Priorities Report and a
new mission share formula. The
day was designed to allow for
conversation and questions, so
that the entire community had
an opportunity to weigh in on the
proposals.
The Mission Priorities Report outlines
five strategies for diocesan work. They are:
▪ Supporting congregations;
▪ Engaging new audiences;
▪ Formation;
▪ Mission; and
▪ Stewardship of resources.
Each strategy includes five or six specific
areas of focus. Convention delegates commended the report to the Budget Committee
as a guide for developing the 2012 budget.
The Rev. Bill Carroll, rector of the Church

See
pages 4-5
for more
convention
news,
photos

After six months of discussions, deanery meetings,
dot exercises, reflection and
discernment, the Diocese of
Southern Ohio approved at convention on May 7 a set of mission
priorities and a new funding plan for congregations.
Now the really hard work begins.
The Budget Committee starts this month
the daunting task of aligning spending with
the mission priorities.
“We have come to a kind of finish line,”
said Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal in his
sermon to about 320 convention delegates
at St. Patrick’s, Dublin. “But in God’s work,
there is no finish line. There’s always the
next opportunity to do God’s work.”
Only two items filled the agenda of the

please see CONVENTION, PAGE 5

Episcopal Celebration: Fostering engaged communities
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
The Rev. Tom Brackett sees congregational leaders – lay and ordained – as curators of relationships.
“We are learning to recognize the work
of the Spirit outside of our churches and to
intentionally partner with the Spirit to bless
and support that ministry,” says Brackett,
who serves as The Episcopal Church’s program officer for Church Planting, Ministry
Redevelopment and Fresh Expressions of
Church. He is the keynote speaker for the

2011 Ohio Episcopal Celebration at Kenyon
on June 23-26, which will explore the
theme of “Intentionally Christian: Fostering
Engaged Communities.”
As an example of being an engaged
community, Brackett shared the story of a
congregation that he helped last year with a
visioning process. The congregation determined a key ministry was a partnership with
teachers and case workers who serve special
needs children.
The church began hosting a monthly
lunch for these caregivers and teachers.
They created a network of advocates and

a method for collaboration and informationsharing and developed
a hotline for vacancies
and positions wanted.
None of these ministries required the rector.
“We need to do away
with the false dichotomy between those
ordained and not ordained,” says Brackett,
“and start tending to ministry partnerships
outside of the church walls.”
Although evangelism wasn’t the primary

goal, the congregation has attracted about 30
new members.
“The church wasn’t just focused on themselves, but they were genuinely interested in
the world around them,” says Brackett.
The Ohio Episcopal Celebration is
designed to be conversational and relational,
says Brackett, with lots of ideas that leaders can immediately start implementing.
Participants will leave with an action plan
for their churches.
Brackett “will challenge and inspire us
please see CELEBRATION, PAGE 7
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COMMON MINISTRY

Unmask yourself;
reflect the face of Christ

Editor’s note: Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal preached
this sermon April 30 at the consecration of the Rt. Rev.
R. William Franklin as the 11th Bishop of the Diocese of
Western New York. The two bishops were colleagues and
friends at General Theological Seminary.

I am so glad to share this new beginning with you. Bill
and I were faculty colleagues at General Seminary and
shared the joys and challenges of bringing up children on
a seminary campus in the middle of New York City. I have
experienced Bill’s gifts as a teacher, administrator and
pastor first-hand and look forward to working side-by-side
with him once again.
It is always moving to see a diocese gathered together in
one place. Some have also come a long way to be here. At the
reception yesterday evening, Bill acknowledged that many
had traveled through terrible weather to be here, and he asked
us to remember those who had lost their lives in the terrible
storms two days ago. Let us pray for them, and for all who
are trying to re-gather their lives, as we give thanks for the
ability to be together safely today in this place.
We have heard several very powerful scriptural texts today.
I’d like to focus on our second reading, which is from the
Apostle Paul’s Second Letter to the fledgling Christian community at Corinth, and, in particular, on the verse that reads:
“If there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, much
more does the ministry of justification abound in glory” (2
Corinthians 3:10). What is Paul saying here, and how may it
help us understand not only the office of bishop, but also the
ministry to which each of us in this room is called?
Let’s start with the hard part – what Paul calls “the ministry of condemnation.” He can’t mean something entirely
negative here, since he is talking about Moses coming down
from the mountain with the tablets of the law. For Paul,
God’s law, summarized in the Ten Commandments, is a good
thing, not a bad thing. God commands us not to murder, not
to commit adultery, not to lie in a court of law. We can all
agree that these prohibitions are necessary. That’s why Paul
understands Moses’ teaching of the law as a ministry. Indeed,
the word we translate as “ministry” is diakonia, which we
could just as well translate as “loving service” – the deaconhood that is the basis of all Christian discipleship.
But, as Jesus himself teaches in his Sermon on the Mount,
these commandments imply a whole approach to life which
few of us, if any, are able to measure up to. We may not murder, but we often treat others dismissively, thus revealing that
we wish they weren’t around. We may not commit adultery,
but we may fail to give due attention to our life partners who
have committed their lives to us. We may not bear false witness in court but may be party to spreading false rumors.
If we look at the law, not as a set of minimal expectations,
but as a blueprint for a life that is pleasing to God, we are
sure to feel condemned in the face of it. This is what Paul is
talking about when he says that Moses’ delivery of the Ten
Commandments was a ministry of condemnation. It’s not
just a matter of our inability to meet the high bar God sets
for us. It is a matter of God’s own perfect goodness, which
shines through the law and makes us want to run and hide
for shame. The law’s prohibition of murder reminds us that

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal preaches at the consecration of
the Rt. Rev. R. William Franklin as Bishop of Western New York.
God does not show disrespect or lack of care for any of us. To
borrow words from the first verse of the Qur’an, God is the
Compassionate, the Merciful. Again, the law’s prohibition of
adultery reminds us that God is faithful, where we are often
unfaithful. Once God embraces us, we are God’s forever.
Finally, unlike us, God never lies.
So when Paul speaks of Moses’ delivery of the law as a
“ministry of condemnation,” he means to say that God’s law
is beautiful, and God is beautiful, and we appear very bad in
comparison. It’s not personal. It’s just how we look once the
lights come up.
Paul’s good news is that God has become one of us in
Jesus Christ. This means, first of all, that we can relate to
God at our own level and at our own pace, without being
overwhelmed. It also means that Jesus provides a model
for a fully human life that is in sync with God’s law. Most
importantly, it means that God is right beside us to help us
grow into the full stature of Christ. God’s own Spirit, which
is never far from Jesus, is at work in and around us to breathe
new life into us, so that we can replace anger with patience,
fair-weather friendship with loyalty, gossip about others with
witness to God’s mercy in our own lives.
However, we will have to dig a bit deeper to understand
precisely what Paul is saying in today’s reading. Throughout
this part of his letter, Paul is riffing on the image of the face.
In the part we just heard today, he reminds us that Moses’
face was shining after he came down, and that he veiled his
face because its brightness made the people afraid. Further
on, Paul contrasts this with the face of Jesus, which also
reflects the glory of God, but in such way that we can behold

it without fear. “For the same God who said ‘out of darkness
let light shine’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”
(4:6).
There is nothing new here: throughout Paul’s writings he
tells us that Jesus invites us into a new relationship with God,
based not on performance but trust. But here’s the surprise.
Just a few verses later, Paul writes: “All of us, with unveiled
faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a
mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one
degree of glory to another” (4:18). That is, when we look on
Jesus, our faces begin to shine, just as Moses’ face began to
shine when he looked God’s goodness in the face. And as
we shine, we become the face of Jesus to everyone we meet,
provided our faces are not veiled.
This is where the ministry of justification, as distinct from
the ministry of condemnation, swings more clearly into view.
To minister justification is not simply to preach about Jesus,
but to demonstrate by the shining of our faces that we have
gazed on our redemption and know ourselves to be loved and
freed for service.
Let’s be clear here. Paul is not saying that we are supposed
to convey Jesus to others by being good people ourselves. I
have always found this singularly unhelpful advice, since
the whole problem is that most of us are not able to be good
people much of the time. What Paul is saying is that we are
to behave and speak as people who know themselves to be
loved by God and Christ so freely and so abundantly that we
no longer participate in the ‘who-is-better-than-who’ competition. That is to say, our faces are shining with the knowledge that Jesus loves us, and our shining faces are unveiled,
because we are no longer afraid to present ourselves to others
as who we really are, without excuses and without masks.
Paul suggests that it is precisely in this way that “grace
extends to more and more people” (4:15).
Now, the word Paul uses for face – prosopon – is also
often translated as ‘person.’ This is the word later Christian
thinkers will use when they speak of the divine and human
natures of Jesus present in the one person of Jesus, and when
they speak of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit as the
three persons of the Trinity. This may help us understand
what Paul is saying here – to take our masks off when we
look at Jesus means that we can be real persons with him.
“Look upon him and be radiant,” as the Psalmist says, “and
let not your faces be ashamed” (Psalm, 34:5 BCP).We don’t
have to pretend or make up stories any more. Isn’t this what
people mean by having a personal relationship with Jesus?
Episcopalians often have trouble with this language, but
we should not turn up our noses to it, because it is essentially Paul’s language. We are invited to have a face-to-face
relationship with Jesus, who will always break bread with us
as we really are, not excusing our sins but embracing us as
worthy and beloved, nonetheless.
The problem arises when our personal relation with Jesus
doesn’t issue in a personal relation with other people. This
may sound like a strange thing to say, since our relations
with one another are surely always personal. But that is not
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Being real with God – and others
FROM PAGE 2

necessarily the case, or so Paul implies. If our
faces can be unhidden, they can also be hidden.
We can relate to one another in ways that prohibit or severely restrict the possibility of any
real exchange. We are all capable of abusing or
evading the capacity for community we were
made for.
Let me suggest three ways in which we can
enter into a more personal relationship with one
another, in the name of Christ.
First, we can practice looking on the face
of Christ and exposing our face to his. If we
cannot be honest with him, if we do not have
an ongoing conversation with him, if we do not
have a personal relationship with him, there
is no way we will be able to relate to others
in such a way that Christ is made present to
them through us. That is to say, our faces will
not shine.
Second, we can keep reminding ourselves
that, apart from the abundance which is God’s
word to us in Christ, none of us could face the
justice and mercy of God without knowing ourselves to be condemned as unjust and unmerciful. If we keep the diakonia of condemnation

in mind, we will be quicker to exercise the
diakonia of reconciliation in our dealings with
others. Ninety percent of the kingdom of God
is being patient with one another and not speaking cruelly about one another to third parties.
Third, and most important, we must be
willing to show enough of ourselves to others
to witness to the grace of God in our lives.
This is generally hard for Episcopalians, but
by God’s grace we have many new members
who know to do this or are not afraid to try.
I am convinced that we will not be able to
move forward as a church without such witness, beginning with each other. The reign of
God is intensely personal: it is, if you will,
the redemption of the personal. If the church
is practice for the reign of God, then our first
task is to talk to one another about where we
are in our walk with God. Our leadership
must be creative in structuring safe and inviting opportunities for such conversation, and
encouraging participation kindly but relentlessly. We cannot approach the world with
unveiled faces if we cannot approach each
other with equal openness.
Being personal and open lies at the heart of
all ministry, lay and ordained. But we bishops

have a special obligation in this regard, since
we must model and exercise personal, faceto-face presence in all directions, all the time.
That’s our job. Sunday after Sunday we visit a
different congregation. At every opportunity –
and we are given many – we engage with the
leadership of other denominations and other
religious groups. Even in this divided and
suspicious time, we can contribute effectively
to the recovery of a common national life, if
we are willing to engage personally and kindly
with those we may disagree with most. “Such
is the confidence that we have through Christ
toward God” (3:4).
Bill, I wish you every confidence, every
boldness and every blessing in your new ministry – your new diakonia – as Bishop of
Western New York. Be a teacher among your
people. Continue to be an ecumenist in a time
that is not much open to Christian unity. Be a
reconciler in a time that seems to be addicted
to enmity. Above all, may God give you grace
always to be authentic and present in the faceto-face ministry to which you have been called.
And may God cause a new light to shine in
all our hearts, to give the knowledge of God’s
glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Renewal of vows
Pictured below, more than 100 clergy gathered during
Holy Week to renew their ordination vows and recommit to
their call as ordained ministers. At left, Bishop Thomas E.
Breidenthal celebrates the Eucharist, with Bishop Nedi Rivera
and the Rev. Theorphlis Borden.
Photos by Robin Kimbler

136th Convention ~ Reconvened
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Perseverance
for the Race

Delegates approve resolutions

R2010-7 Mission Priorities Task Force report
Resolved that the reconvened convention meeting on May
7, 20011, accept the report of the Mission Priorities Task Force
and commend it to the Budget Committee of Diocesan Council
as the basis for the creation of the 2012 Budget.

R2010-8 Mission Share Funding Plan,
as amended (amendments in red)
Be it resolved that the Mission Share Funding Plan for the
years 2012-2016 be set using a proportional share formula
applied equally to all congregations in the diocese. This share
formula shall consist of equal proportions of a congregation’s
Average Sunday Attendance (Page 2, Line 6 of the Parochial
Report), Normal Operating Income (Page 3, Line A) and
Operating Expenses (Page 3, Line E), each divided by the
respective three factors for all congregations of the diocese.
The resultant factor shall be the congregation’s Share Ratio
for the following year’s Mission Share Rate. All congregations shall be ordered from low to high by Share Ratio and the
Mission Share Rate shall be defined as follows:
a) The congregation with the smallest Share Ratio will be
assessed at a rate of 6.0% of current income.
b) The congregation with the Share Ratio closest to the average Share Rate shall be assessed at a rate of 12.5% of current
income.
c) All other congregations will be assessed at a rate defined
by their Share Ratio order on a straight line connecting the
congregations found in a) and b).

Above: Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal
celebrates the Eucharist, with the Rev.
Irene Radcliff at left and the Rev. Canon
John Johanssen.
Middle: Julie Righter and Roy Barker
serve as "administrative hosts" for the
convention.
Bottom: A view of the legislative session.
On the cover, top left, clockwise: Joy
Sargent of St. Mark’s Upper Arlington;
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal; Michael
Robinson of St. Patrick's, Dublin; the
Rev. Canon John Johanssen.

and be it further
Resolved that Diocesan Council oversee a Mission Share
Review process, that is initiated upon petition by the congregation to reduce its mission share percentage because of
extenuating circumstances. In addition, the Commission on
Congregational Life, the diocesan Finance Committee or the
Budget Committee also may petition Diocesan Council to
reduce a congregation’s Share Ratio; and be it further
Resolved that Diocesan Council set a Funding Plan Review
in the year 2015 to review and adjust the Mission Sharing
Funding Plan or establish a new funding plan for 2017 and
beyond.

To listen to an
audio file of the
Bishop's
sermon, visit
www.diosohio.org
and click the
convention tab.
Photos by the Rev. Fred Shirley and Wayne Holliday
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Perseverance for the Race

Photos by Wayne Holliday and the Rev. Fred Shirley

Top left, moving clockwise: Volunteers
Nadya Richardson and Elaine Palmer
assist with staff registration. 2. Bishop
Breidenthal waits with the altar party
before the convention Eucharist. 3. Bishop
Breidenthal hugs the Rev. Canon John
Johanssen, who had served the diocese
for nearly three years. Convention was
Canon Johanssen's last day before retirement. 4. The Rev. Stephen Smith, rector
of the host parish, St. Patrick's, Dublin,
addresses the group. 5. The Rev. Craig
Foster of St. John's, Columbus, discussses
the resolutions. 6. The Rev. David Bailey
talks with Larry Bourgeois as a Cincinnati
barista serves espresso. This coffeehouse
ministry is part of the Fresh Expressions
movement in the diocese. 7. John
Montgomery and Eric Schyrver (in tie)
mug for the camera. 8. Bev Pugh helps
set up the coffee service for delegates.

Convention: Engage one another and the world
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
of the Good Shepherd, Athens, urged delegates to adopt the
report “as a charter of our diocesan mission and to embrace
these with a mission and zeal.” This in turn will create “a
spirit of renewal and call us to embrace the spirit of the risen
Christ,” he said.
Delegates considered an amendment proposed by the
Rev. Darren Elin of St. Thomas, Terrace Park, to reduce the
diocesan budget by 5 percent for each of the next two years.
Despite some support, the measure failed.
Paul Clever, also of Good Shepherd, called upon delegates
to cast aside their worries about money.
“This is not the time to be safe. This is not a time to cut spending,” said Clever, one of the founders of the Good Earth Farm,
an intentional community committed to sustainable, community
farming. “We need to radically proclaim the Gospel. We need to

start with mission, and let the chips fall where they may.”
In the afternoon, delegates considered a new Mission
Share Funding Plan that changes the formula for determining
a congregation’s diocesan assessment. A budget subcommittee considered several approaches, including a continuation
of the existing formula and a flat-rate plan. Ultimately the
committee proposed a proportional share formula based
upon a congregation’s Average Sunday Attendance, operating income and operating expenses.
The new formula also eliminates some of the vast discrepancies among like-sized congregations.While it decreases
the mission share for 49 congregations, some others will see
significant increases. Diocesan Council is developing a new
mission share review process to help mitigate in places with
steep increases.
Delegates approved an amendment from the Rev. George
Glazier, rector of St. Stephen’s, Columbus and chair of

the budget committee. The amendment decreases the total
revenue generated from mission share by 8 percent. Glazier
said the move would provide some relief to congregations
experiencing a decline in giving.
It’s no surprise, said Bishop Breidenthal, that support of
congregations emerged as the top priority for the diocese.
“We are called to be people living in intentional community,” he said in his sermon. Support of congregations is
not about simple subsidy, giving money and walking away.
“We’re talking about relationships between big and small
churches, rich and poor, urban and rural … We’re committing ourselves to a discipline of spiritual exchange and
mutual accountability and care.
“This engagement with one another is the soil, the nourishment for our ministry in the world … The more we
engage with one another, the more effectively we can engage
the world.”
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St. Anne
hosts Journey
to Adulthood
training
By Lois Erven
Interchange contributor

Parishes across the diocese and beyond
are invited to attend a Journey to Adulthood
Seminar on May 20-21 at St. Anne, West
Chester. Friday evening includes an informational session for parents and anyone interested in learning more about this unique and
comprehensive youth program from Leader
Resources. On Saturday, the seminary will
offer training to prepare adults to serve as
youth advisors for the three levels of the
Journey: Rite 13, J2A, and YAC.
Both the Friday evening informational session and the Saturday training will be led by
Heidi Clark, director of consultant services
for Leader Resources, publisher of Journey to
Adulthood. Clark was formerly the Christian
formation coordinator for the Episcopal
Diocese of Missouri.
The Friday informational session is free of
charge to anyone interested in learning more
about youth ministry and the Journey program.
The evening program will run from 7 to 9 p.m.
The Saturday training session will begin at
8:30 a.m. and conclude by 3 p.m. Cost of the
training will be $25 per person. A light breakfast and lunch will be included. Registration is
available at www.diosohio.org, Events.
St. Anne began using the program in 1999
after their youth leaders attended seminars led
by the authors of the Journey to Adulthood.
“We spent several months discerning whether we could successfully launch a program so
different from what we had used in the past,”
said Sue Hinger, advisor for the Rite 13
program. “The advisors are asked to make a
two-year commitment for Sunday mornings,
in addition to fellowship and service outside
of the classroom. Confirmation is pushed back
to the end of ninth or tenth grade. All of this
sounded intimidating, but we forged ahead
and are so glad we did. We have been very
successful in keeping our youth active in education, worship, outreach, and fellowship. At
the very time our teens are making their own
decisions, the church remains relevant to them,
offering an alternative to the secular, materialistic world in which the media bombards them
with messages contrary to a life following
Christ.”
For further information about Journey to
Adulthood, the May seminar, or for suggestions for overnight lodging in West
Chester, please contact Lois Erven, Journey to
Adulthood Coordinator at St. Anne at lerven@
cinci.rr.com.

KNOW THE COMMON STORY

SOLLI: Leadership training for ministry
By the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan
Interchange contributor
Do you want to deepen your faith? Strengthen your ministry?
Gain new leadership skills? Consider SOLLI.
The Southern Ohio Leadership Initiative (SOLLI) is in its
16th year of offering training and community for Episcopalians
in the Diocese of Southern Ohio who want to grow in faith and
discipleship and expand their leadership in new areas. SOLLI
is a two-year program that includes three weekends at Procter
Center each year to “train lay leaders for effective service in
the community, the congregation, the diocese and interfaith and
ecumenical work.” Each weekend offers a variety of experiences
in leadership training, group dynamics, learning about the church
and prayer and Bible study. The activities are planned according
to the goals of the participants in each of seven areas: knowledge
of the diocese and its programs, Anglicanism, interfaith and ecumenical relations, prayer and Bible study, commitment to peace
and justice work, training in group dynamics and leadership.
Next year a new focus will include common ministry.
Here is what participants have said about SOLLI:
Our first weekend as a group was in September of 2010. We
gathered at Procter for a series of presentations, conversations,
and laughs as we learned about different events and programs in
the diocese. On Saturday night, I called my husband to tell him
that I didn’t really want to go home yet – a full weekend wasn’t
yet quite enough; I was having such fun making new friends.
~ Emily Jane Pucker, Trinity, Columbus
SOLLI is a program of growth and change for everyone
interested in preserving, growing and leading our churches.
Whether on a small scale with one-on-one programs or larger
community-wide outreach efforts, it was a place where people
from all age groups, from 20s to nearly 80 met, learned, shared
and grew together as Christians. We prayed, learned, disagreed,
shared and laughed together over the past two years. SOLLI
has definitely shown me a door to more opportunity to discuss
and share my faith. It is a wonderful and enriching experience
and should be experienced by as many as possible. I will never
forget my experience; I have grown, and continue to learn from
this wonderful group.
~ Chris Rosenthal, All Saints, New Albany
SOLLI has truly opened my eyes to the mission and purpose
of the Episcopal Church as well as to the diocese. It has deepened my beliefs and helped me understand the peaks and valleys
the Church faces in today’s world. It has given me more confidence to be a leader at our church.
~ Abby Rogowski, St. Patrick’s, Dublin
SOLLI has enlarged my spiritual learning about the Episcopal
Church’s mission.
~ Mary Mobley, St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights
The SOLLI program afforded me the opportunity to gain a
better understanding of the history, structure, vision and mission
of the Episcopal church as well as to develop a deeper insight
of how Christ's story connected with my own spiritual journey.
SOLLI has helped me to realize that no matter at what point we
are on life's "number line," as members of the body of Christ
we should continually use our gifts and talents to encourage and
empower others to be the best that they can possibly be regardless of their circumstances.
~ Vivian Ramey, St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights

SOLLI participants process to the chapel at the Procter Center.
At our first SOLLI gathering we were introduced to the term
“common ministry” and over the following two years, we experienced how to make that term come alive as we shared ideas and
presented ministries that are alive and thriving in our own churches
and communities. I have appreciated the discussion with our
bishops; introduction and involvement in common ministry; being
introduced to other faiths; meeting the Liberians; the way our roleplaying made the Gospels come alive; learning more about prayer;
different forms of Bible study – I really don’t know where to stop.
If you want to be uplifted in your life and in the life of your church,
SOLLI may be what you are looking for.
~ Judy Rhynard, St. Paul, Greenville
SOLLI has proven to be inspirational and thought-provoking.
I look forward to the weekend at Procter and a coming together
of God’s people from around the diocese for conversation,
instruction, prayer, fellowship and worship. I leave with my spirit
refreshed, my faith strengthened, my soul renewed. As a vestry
member and worship leader, SOLLI is a solid step for me in laying
a foundation for lay ministry within my parish community.
~ Catherine Reed, Trinity, Troy
SOLLI has exposed me to a richness and diversity of perspective within our church that I don’t see on a normal basis. SOLLI
provides a wide range of experiences within a single weekend,
ranging from an examination of personal spiritual gifts to discussions regarding the unifying characteristics of the Episcopal
Church to a simulation of homelessness. I never fail to come
away with ideas that can help me in my areas of ministry.
~ Baker Myer, St. Anne’s, West Chester

About SOLLI

This year SOLLI will conclude with graduation at the Procter Center on May 21 at
11 a.m. All are welcome.
Three coordinators offer leadership for
the program: Marsha Calloway, St. Phillip,
Columbus; Bill Ubbes, St. Patrick, Lebanon; and
Theorphlis Borden, a deacon. They work with the
Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan, canon for life formation. Calloway will be
completing her three-year commitment in May. Christine Carter from
Redeemer, Cincinnati, will join the leadership team in September.
Applications are now being received for the 2011-13 program
beginning next fall. For more information and registration
details visit the website: http://lifeinformation.diosohio.org/
solli.html.
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Prescription
drug epidemic:
‘Taking our
community back’

Holy Week
in pictures
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BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

Members of St. John’s, Columbus, celebrate Palm Sunday during Street Church. After the Sunday service
inside the church building, members head to the streets to gather for worship with their neighbors, some
homeless, some just passing by. After they share the Eucharist, they share in a simple meal and fellowship.

Summer camp awaits you! Register now
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Campers – young and old – will explore this summer
at Procter Camp & Conference Center a theme drawn
from the baptismal covenant: To seek and serve Christ
in all people. The theme will be threaded through every
aspect of camp, guiding the formation and curriculum
tracks, fun and games, the Scripture lessons during
the daily Eucharists and the campfire talks led by the
chaplains.
Mission work will play an important role throughout
the camps. In addition to some special projects, campers
will have an opportunity to work in the Procter garden,
nurturing vegetables that will be used at the center as
well as donated to local food pantries. As part of their
training – and to underscore the significance of mission,
the camp staff will begin their summer with a mission
trip to Athens, Ohio, to volunteer with the Good Earth
Hunger Mission projects.
The camp schedule has expanded this summer, with
a third family camp. Traditionally the last family camp
filled up during the summer as campers at early sessions
were hungry to return to Procter for one more summer

camp. In 2009, both family camps filled before the summer began. The staff also brought back the 1,2,3 camp
for children entering first, second and third grades and
their chaperone.
“I tell my staff each year that I don’t care if these kids
are also going to Disney or Europe or an a cruise … I
want their week in the cornfields to be their best week
of the summer,” said Rob Konkol, the diocese’s director
of youth and summer camp. “We keep that attitude at the
beginning of the season – and at the end.”
Konkol said church camp offers an opportunity to
build relationships with friends from around the diocese
and to grow in the spiritual journey.
For Konkol and his wife, the Rev. Jane Gerdsen, the
summer also will be about new beginnings. They are
expecting their first child, a boy, in early June.
“I’m building the camp program one kid at time,”
laughed Konkol. Their baby might break a record as
youngest camper – the couple expects he’ll attend the
first family camp!
Register for the summer camps online at
www.youth.diosohio.org. For additional brochures or
information, contact Rob Konkol at youth@diosohio.org.
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Wesley Workman didn’t know those crisp spring days would be
his last.
Handsome and popular, Wesley led his football team in tackles for
three years. He was a little lazy when it came to studying but the kind
of kid who befriended everyone.
When he playfully turned the gun to his head, laughing with his
buddies, his father upstairs, Wesley felt invincible. Drugs will do
that.
At about the same time, Bob Walton Jr. was connecting the dots.
A township trustee in Scioto County where the hills of Appalachia
rise along the Ohio River, Walton saw burglary
reports jump from the occasional smash-andgrab to nine and 10 break-ins a night. Ambulance
squad calls showed a huge uptick in 20- and
30-year-olds going into respiratory arrest. White
collar crime was on the rise, and more and more
kids were coming to school hungry.
New pain clinics opened in the township and
across the county. The number of prescriptions
written for “hillbilly heroine” -- painkillers like Bob Walton Jr.
Oxycontin and Vicodin -- skyrocketed. For the
first time, unintentional poisoning – nearly all from prescription drugs
– was the leading cause of death in Scioto County.
“What is happening here is immoral,” said Walton, a member of
All Saints, Portsmouth. “For the first time in my life, I truly believe in
evil. I believe evil is at work here.”
Walton’s first effort in 2008 to address the problem of prescription
drug abuse stalled. The Drug Enforcement Administration said they
were focusing on the issue. Walton tried to quietly gather people to
fight the problem. Some were interested; others preferred to ignore it.
The DEA left town. It was hard to get any traction.
So Walton relied on his lifelong interest in politics and began community organizing. He contacted stakeholders – the police and the
prosecutor’s office, addiction and recovery agencies, family members
and victims, mothers and fathers. At the first town hall in November,
120 people showed up. At the next meeting, 250 came. In late March,
it was standing room only at the Pipefitter’s Hall in downtown
Portsmouth.

PLEASE SEE EPIDEMIC, PAGE 5

Communications
receive top honors
Communication work in the Diocese of Southern Ohio received top honors in the annual
Episcopal Communicators’ Polly Bond Awards. The awards recognize excellence in communications, including writing, photography and design in print and online.
Judges gave the Award of Excellence in News Writing to Richelle Thompson, editor of
Interchange and director of communications, for her story, “Prescription drug epidemic:
Taking our community back.”
“This was the runaway winner in the category,” wrote the judge. “It had me from the
first sentence and was so good I immediately read it again … You show a mastery of the
subject, everything from how the addiction takes hold to the impact of drug war on the
community.”
Judges also praised the 40Love Project, a daily Lenten devotional with video, reflections
and calls to action led by Jean Berry and Dayton youth in collaboration with the diocese.
Winning an Award of Excellence, the project is “extremely engaging,” the judge wrote.
“Videos are great. Short, entertaining … The idea of a list of things to do, which will be fun
but genuinely push me to focus on others, is infectious and addictive.”
Thompson’s blog for Episcopal Church Foundation also received an Award of Excellence.
“You are a gifted storyteller,” the judge wrote. “As opposed to telling me how to feel, you
craft the stories in such as a way as to make me feel … the style of writing is engaging,
accessible, and very, very good.” (Read the blog at www.ecfvp.org/posts/author/richellethompson)
Julie Murray’s audio slideshow depicting the ministry at “Gabriel’s Place: The Episcopal
Church in a faith-based community partnership” was honored with an Award of Merit.
Other honors included awards for design, photography, writing (series and interviews),
and marketing. Interchange received an Honorable Mention for overall excellence.

I know a woman who, when she invites
someone over for dinner, asks what they
love to eat and cooks a meal planned with
their preferences in mind. She then cooks a
delicious meal and makes enough for her
guests to take home for a second meal later.
We don’t often experience this kind of gracious hospitality anymore – someone who
wants to offer us not just one good meal but
two or more.
I was talking the other day about what
kind of “real food” people need. We wondered together if people were hungry for
contemplation or for community or for
justice and peace in the world. In the end, I
realized that part of the problem is assuming we know what people want. If I invite
someone over for dinner, I might ask them
what they love to eat or if they are allergic
to anything, but I probably wouldn’t tell
them what I thought they should be eating.
As we live into God’s dream for the
church, how might our communities be
different if we asked people what they
were hungry for? Jesus often talked about
feasts, the kind that God prepares for us.
And the church today celebrates feast days.
What kinds of gatherings or feasts are you
hungering for?
This summer, I am joining others
across North America for an amazing
event called the Wild Goose Festival, a
feast of justice, spirituality, music and
art. The Wild Goose is the Celtic sym-

bol of the Holy Spirit
and captures the desire
to engage in the mysterious, creative and
unpredictable
new
thing God is doing in
the world around us.
Wild Goose is for anyone who wants to participate in this movement for change.
The Wild Goose
Festival, running from
June 23-26, is being held at a beautiful farm outside Pittsboro, N.C., called
Shakori Hills.
If you would like to join a group of
young people (and those young at heart)
from Southern Ohio – and you’re not
already attending the Ohio Episcopal
Celebration at Kenyon – please register
online at www.diosohio.org/Events. The
cost is $200, and scholarships and family
discounts are available.
I don’t know your hungers or what
kind of feasting you need. But I know
that this summer in North Carolina, there
will be rich food as our faith, our dreams,
our needs for justice, and creativity come
together. I hope you might join us on a
pilgrimage chasing the Wild Goose this
summer!
For more information about the Wild
Goose Festival: http://wildgoosefestival.
org/intro/

The.
Rev. Jane
Gerdsen

Who should go

People who want to be part of a movement for change; people who want to connect
with each other at the intersection of justice, spirituality and art; people who like
to have fun! The Wild Goose Festival is not just about relevant topics and probing
conversation. The Wild Goose Festival offers a truly remarkable lineup of musicians,
artists, speakers, performers and events all in a beautiful camp-like setting in rural
North Carolina. The festival is family-friendly, and we’re seeking to nurture a space
that is both entertaining and transformational.

Connecting community to the good news of Christ
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
to look at our faith and our communities,” says the Rev.
Canon Karl Ruttan, canon for life formation for the Diocese
of Southern Ohio. “Engaged communities of faith that are
committed to service and mission are the key to the future
of the church”
During the conference, participants will explore different models of intentional faith communities and “ask what
people are yearning for in their soul – and how the church
can reach out to this hunger,” says Ruttan.
In addition to the adult conference, programming will be
offered for children. Junior high students will explore the

topic, “Out of the Box: Into the Zone.” This will include
creative games, conversation and outdoor activities.
Young adults (18-35) who will assist in leading small
groups can attend on full scholarship.
“I’m more encouraged all the time about the number
of people who are willing to bet the farm on the future of
ministry,” says Brackett. At the conference, he expects “a
good number of people will realize they’re not alone in
their longing.”
His hope: “That people are compassionately disturbed
out of existing faith patterns to be in conversation about the
future of ministry and connecting their community to the
good news of Christ.”

The Ohio Episcopal Celebration at
Kenyon begins the evening of June
23 through June 26 at noon.
This is also a family celebration,
with activities for children and
youth. The college boasts a beautiful campus with bike and walking
trails, a nature center and a pool.
Free time is given to enjoy the outdoors.
Visit www.episcopalcelebration.diosohio.org for more
information and to register. Scholarships also are available.
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See you at camp

Procter Summer Camps are committed to bringing students and families to a faith-based community.
We provide experiences, instruction and an introduction to ministry in the
Episcopal Church. In
this one-of-a-kind program, campers select
their own focus for the
week. In addition to the
faith focus, campers
enjoy a variety of recreational and entertainment options, including
swimming, canoeing,
fishing and singing.
And of course, what’s
camp without the nightly campfire?
The theme for the 2011 Summer Camping Program is:
“Send us now into the world in peace.”
When partnered with great memories, safe environments, life-long friends, and amazing fun, Procter
Summer Camp is sure to be a week that will keep them
talking for ages! Check out our specialty camps for
specific program focuses and age groups. We’ll see you
at camp!
Learn more: www.youth.diosohio.org

Summer Camp schedule

Boys & Girls Camp (entering 4-5 grades): June
21-25. Participate in a Bible scavenger hunt and learn
about different ways to pray.
Junior Camp (6-7 grades): July 25-30. Prepare and
read Bible lessons. Learn to write your own prayers.
Enter the amazing Bible race.
Intermediate Camp (8-9 grades): June 27-July 2.
Learn about liturgy and how to read the Bible for personal growth. Share your faith with others.
Senior High Camp (sophomore through graduated seniors): July 18-23. Peer ministry. Lift others up
in prayer. Worship through music. Biblical storytelling.
Carry your faith confidently after high school.
Family camps: Sessions: June 17-19, July 8-10, Aug.
3-6. Age-specific and intergenerational activities. Procter
worship.
Outdoor Adventure camp (6-12 grades): July 5-8:
Learn about nature and the environment. Enjoy canoeing
and other activities. Sleep in your own tent. Cook over
an open fire.
Creative Arts camp (6-12 grades): July 12-16. Visual
arts. Music. Drama. Writing. Dance. Team building. Play
with God and catch the spirit in creating.

Want an early taste of summer at
Procter?
Sign up for the Camper Scamper, a 5K/1K fun run and
post-race cookout on May 21. Come and check out the
new trail system at the Procter Center and enjoy family
fun and fellowship. The fun starts at 10 a.m. at Procter,
11235 S.R. 38. Cost is $10, which includes race and the
cook-out. All proceeds benefit the Summer Camp program. Register online at: http://diosohio.org/digital_faith/
events/205
Questions: Christine Tokarz, acting director at Procter,
at ctokarz@diosohio.org or 903.267.6372.

PROCLAIM OUR COMMON FAITH

Springing forth new life
at Gabriel’s Place

By Julie Murray
Interchange assistant editor
A harsh winter and record rainfall in
southwest Ohio this spring may have
delayed construction and some projects at Gabriel’s Place, but new life is
springing forth at the faith-based community center.
Gabriel’s Place is located at the
former St. Michael’s and All Angels
church in the Avondale neighborhood
in Cincinnati. Determined to keep an
Episcopal presence in the community
when the congregation closed its doors
in 2008, Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal
announced an innovative ministry to
partner with the local community council and business interests to create a
space that can be used by organizations
for office space and activities that will
enhance and benefit the neighborhood.
Ground was broken last fall for an
addition to the former parish hall that
will create a large community teaching
kitchen.
Construction delays have pushed
back a proposed May opening, but the
kitchen will open sometime in June
with a community event to introduce
the space to the neighborhood. A formal grand opening ceremony is now
planned for September.
Carla Butler, the program manager
at Gabriel’s Place, is developing a wish
list for kitchen equipment and utensils,
and donation opportunities will soon be
made available.
One of the community partners, the
Urban League of Cincinnati, in cooperation with Place Matters, sponsored
a landscaping job training program at
Gabriel’s Place in late March. Young
people in the training program were
taught landscaping skills by a professional landscaper. The trainees dodged
raindrops and snowflakes to clear brush
and spruce up planting beds around the
building using plants and mulch provided by the Urban League.
The community garden at Gabriel’s
Place gained in April a new addition
that will lengthen the growing season
and extend the community involvement
and training of young people in urban
gardening. A “hoop house,” a scaleddown greenhouse, was constructed on
the site and is a true example of community partnering. Using funds from a

Above: A dumpster full of brush that
was cleared away from the grounds by
youth in a landscaping training program at
Gabriel’s Place.
Left: The logo for Gabriel’s Place

Chase Bank grant, the Hamilton County
Community Action Agency provided
funds for the construction of the hoop
house, and materials were donated
by Lowe’s Home and Garden Center.
Employees of the Cincinnati Zoo and
Botanical Garden ordered the materials
and constructed the hoop house.
Through the generosity of the Local
Initiatives Support Corporation, Gabriel’s
Place has been awarded an Americorps
worker to oversee activity in the community garden this summer. A master
gardening consultant has designed the
garden and will provide direction. Troy
Frasier, the new Americorps worker,
will direct youth from the Avondale
Community Council’s Summer Youth

program in the planting, care and harvesting of the community garden. The
building of raised beds and planting the
garden, delayed by inclement weather,
is scheduled to begin this week. Frasier
also is developing a plan for the hoop
house, which may include aquaponics, a
combination of raising fish and growing
hydroponic plants.
Lastly, the Market Place, a farmer’s
market, will open for business in June.
Weather-related delays in construction
have pushed back the paving of the lot
and driveway where the Market Place
will be held, so an opening day has not
yet been set. The market will be held on
Thursdays from 4 to 7:30 p.m. Watch
the Interchange for news of the opening
of the Market Place.
The mission of Gabriel’s Place is to
provide a safe, beautiful and spiritually nourishing place for the Avondale
neighborhood to gather in mutual
respect, learn and interact, develop
community-based enterprise and promote peace in the community. To learn
more about Gabriel’s Place or to find
out about volunteer opportunities, contact the Rev. Canon Anne Reed, canon
for mission, at areed@diosohio.org or
800.582.1712.

PRAY THE COMMON PRAYER
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Love Song: A letter to the Overworld
In seventh-century Northumbria King Edwin called a
meeting of friends and advisors to decide if Christian missionaries should be allowed to preach in his domain. The
chief among his advisors recommended that Edwin follow
Christian teaching, and then another said:
“The present life of man upon earth, O King, seems to me
in comparison with that time which is unknown to us like the
swift flight of a sparrow through mead-hall where you sit
at supper in winter, with your Ealdormen and thanes, while
the fire blazes in the midst and the hall is warmed, but the
wintry storms of rain or snow are raging abroad. The sparrow, flying in at one door and immediately out at another,
whilst he is within, is safe from the wintry tempest, but after
a short space of fair weather, he immediately vanishes out of
your sight, passing from winter to winter again. So this life
of man appears for a little while, but of what is to follow or
what went before we know nothing at all. If, therefore, this
new doctrine tells us something more certain, it seems justly
to be followed in our kingdom.”
Well, you know much better than I what life is like
beyond the mead hall.
Thanks for all you taught me, including the difference
between Campbell and Camel. Hope to see you later.
Robert
(Not president of anything)

Bartimaeus Praise Band
Kelly Smith, Anthony West, Traci West

Catherine Fishlock, vocalist
Michael Chertock, piano
Words by Henry Williams Baker
(1821-1877)
Arr. Michael Chertock

“You Are My Joy”

River Hills Praise Band
Paul Baloche & Brenton Brown

The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese of
Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward Movement
Publications.
“The King of Love My
Shepherd Is”

Donations and Supplies:
Misty Easom, Store Manager, Michaels of Westchester, OH
Michelle Dove, Donations, Target of Westchester, OH
Stephen Kapuscinski, Allegra Print & Imaging—Printing

* sung by Wendy Leahy

“I Want to Know You”

“At the River”

Contributors:
Janet Beckmeyer, Project Advisor, Children’s CD
Karen Bender, Project Observer, Media
Stephanie Butler, Artist, Children’s CD
Amanda Cawdrey, Photographer, Adult CD
Maaike Chertock, Project Leader
Michael Chertock, Project Leader
Vicki Craycraft, Scripture Selection
Lisa Gerkin, Project Leader
Reverend George Hill III, Recording Facilities
Allison Jeffery, Cover Design, Adult CD
Randy Johnson, Project Advisor
Kim Lasala, Prayer Writer
Andy Melchers, Layout & Design, Adult & Children’s CD
Steven Seifried, Recording Engineer
Peggy Sullivan, Project Advisor and Patient Awareness
Reverend Terri & Jim Thornton, St. Barnabas—Fund Raising

and well delivered, but the bird was
more eloquent. We heard the birdsong,
and it went straight to our hearts; no processing or translation necessary.
When I think of that bird’s song,
I remember some lines from Thomas
Merton: “The rain ceases, and a bird’s
clear song suddenly announces the difference between heaven and hell.” I
believe I have that right.
Years ago I edited some short articles
written by a priest who had been chaplain in a psychiatric
hospital. One day during a service, a bird somehow got into
the chapel and couldn’t find its way out. Despite efforts to
shoo it toward freedom, it continued to fly about banging
into things and causing some unease among the patients.
Then one of them stood up, lifted his hand, said “Bird!” and
the bird landed on his hand and allowed itself to be taken
outside.
Such affinity isn’t without precedent. It’s told that on one
occasion, St. Francis, seeing great numbers of birds in the
trees, told his companions to wait while he preached to his
“little sisters.” He began to preach to those on the ground,
and soon the birds in the trees came and joined them and
none of them left until he had given them his blessing.
And one more bird story, a very old one, told by The
Venerable Bede in his The Ecclesiastical History of the
English People. It may explain why some of us worship as
we do today.
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Lisa Gerkin: Background Vocals
Kelly Smith: Acoustic Guitar, Lead Vocals
Tex Reese: Saxophone
Mike Roszkowski: Electric Bass
Tim Schigel: Electric Guitar
Larry Smith: Drums

Bartimaeus Praise Band
Erin Conn: Vocals
Stan Forston: Electric Bass
Tom Lempner: Drums
William W. Luhn: Saxophone
Teresa Metzger: Keyboard, Vocals
Brenda Morris: Vocals
Randy Thornburg: Acoustic Guitar
Ted Staley: Electric guitar

It may help you remember me if I tell you that I was the
boy in your fourth-grade class who addressed my Christmas
card to Mrs. Camel. Sorry about that. I was also president of
the Junior Audubon Society, which we called the bird club
for short. It was the first time I was president of anything.
I found I liked holding titles that didn’t require much work.
I’m not proud of that. More important, I learned to be aware
of birds and to appreciate them.
I remember the first unusual bird I saw that fourth-grade
year. I was on my way home from school, and in the snow
on Sixth Street was a scarlet tanager. I stopped and wondered how anything so beautiful could be dead. Sadly, I’ve
learned. But I have never seen another scarlet tanager.
I thought you might enjoy some other bird stories.
On the way home from a North Carolina beach a few years
ago, my wife and I and our friends Guy and Carolyn Jones
stopped overnight in Hendersonville. On Sunday morning,
we attended the early service at St. James Episcopal Church
before starting home.
After the service, we were walking to our car in the parking lot when a bird (I can’t tell you what kind; I know a former president of the bird club should be able to but I can’t)
landed at the peak of the parish house roof and began to sing.
He was a little bird, but he had a powerful voice, and a song
so beautiful that everybody stopped, watched and listened
until he finished and flew away.
The priest’s sermon that morning had been well crafted

The Rev.
Bob Horine

Catherine Fishlock, vocalist
Robert Lowry (1826-1899)
Michael Chertock, piano

Dear Mrs. Campbell,
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Lisa Gerkin knows music has a healing
capacity. A music educator with a passion
for helping others, Gerkin saw the potential
of a CD filled with inspirational music and
readings for cancer patients, caregivers and
others dealing with illness and adversity.
Members of St. Barnabas, Montgomery,
Gerkin and her husband, Ryan, decided to
start Comfort Chorus, a non-profit organization established to provide healing and
hope in the world through music, inspiring
messages and ministry to others. The first
company priority is distribution of the God
is Here inspirational recordings, produced
by Gerkin, to Cincinnati-area cancer treatment centers and hospitals.
The inspirational CD project began in 2008
as part of the Self-Expression and Leadership
course Gerkin was taking at the Cincinnati
Center for Landmark Education. Gerkin
sought volunteers to perform the music and
recitations that were then compiled into two
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discs, one for children and one for adults. The
musicians and readers featured on the discs
come from many area churches, and many
walks of life, ranging from a professional performer for the New York Metropolitan Opera
to Cincinnati area youth.
More than 60 contributors – Team
Inspiration – donated their time and talent so that the CDs, covers and inserts
could be made. The recording engineer
for the project was area musician Steven
Seifried, and the associate producers were
Seifried, Michael Chertock, keyboardist for the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra
and organist at St. Barnabas, Montgomery,
and Bill Gwynne of Group Effort Studios.
The Oncology Hematology Care Centers of
Greater Cincinnati will receive complimentary copies of the adult CDs, and copies of the
children’s CD will be distributed free to the
chaplains at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital.
The project crosses denominations, including Episcopal, Roman Catholic, Church of
Christ and Baptist. St. Barnabas Episcopal
Church in Montgomery was one of the proj-
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NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE
Christ Church, Dayton, organist Yun Kim has released “Of
Another Time,” her first internationally distributed CD. The
recording was made on the historic 1920 Austin organ at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in Dayton. Recorded for the MSR
Classics label (www.msrcd.com), the CD offers a program of
beautiful music popular at the time of the organ’s construction,
including Ave Maria, In a Monastery Garden, and many other
organ masterworks. The CD includes a beautiful booklet with
full-color photos of the church and organ, a full history of the
organ and notes about the music. You can buy copies directly
from Kim for $10 each. Call Kim at 513.539.2012 or email her
at yunkimhughes@hotmail.com for your own copy today!
Bob McGonagle, sexton for Church of the Redeemer,
Hyde Park, has written a pamphlet for Forward Movement
Publications. The offering by McGonagle, once homeless
himself, is entitled “How Can You Help the Homeless?” and
is available for 50-cents from Forward Movement at www.
forwardmovement.org or by calling 800.543.1813.
Gifford Doxsee, Good Shepherd, Athens, will be inducted
into the Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of Fame on May 26. Doxsee
was nominated for the honor by numerous community organizations, including Good Shepherd. Doxsee represented the
Diocese of Southern Ohio as a member of the delegation to
Liberia last month.

Cincinnati East

As a spring stewardship project, Sunday Family classes at
the Indian Hill Church are collecting money for the Water
Project, an organization that collects funds used to provide
clean, safe drinking water in Africa. Students are encouraged to give up all drinks except water for two weeks and
then donate the money that would have been spent on those
drinks to the Water Project. The class that raises the most
money will receive a pizza party. Learn more about the Water
Project by visiting www.thewaterproject.org.

Cincinnati West

Join the people of St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights,
for a revival on Thursday, May 12 at 7 p.m. The theme of
the revival is “Order My Steps: Living the Vision – Working
the Mission.” The preacher will be the Rev. Dr. Gary Hayles,
senior pastor of the Tabernacle Baptist Church. The Tabernacle
Praise Team and other special guest choirs will be a part of the
event. St. Simon’s is located at 810 Matthews Drive in Lincoln
Heights. Call 513.771.4828 for more information.
St. James, Westwood, will honor organist and choirmaster Richard Wesp for the astounding 60+ years of service he
has given to the congregation with a special service May 15.
Wesp began as the organist at St. James in 1948 while he was
a junior high school student and has served continuously in
that role, eventually taking over choirmaster duties as well.
For many years, Wesp directed the youth of the congregation
in a series of operettas performed for the community and
has mentored many young performers through the church
as well as in his secular job as a music teacher in the Forest
Hills School district. Despite the longevity of his tenure,
Wesp has no plans to retire any time soon, ensuring that the
high standard of beautiful music at St. James will continue
for years to come.

Columbus

Come and enjoy the annual ham loaf dinner at Trinity,
London, on Tuesday, May 17 from 4 to 7 p.m. Dine in or
carry out ham loaf, escalloped potatoes or macaroni and
cheese, green beans, rolls and cookies. Suggested donation is
$8. If possible, place your order in advance at 740.852.9298
or teclondon@sbcglobal.net.
Trinity on Capitol Square, Columbus, once again will
walk 40 miles in 40 days during the Easter season. The
walking began May 1 with a brisk two loops around the
statehouse. Other places the walkers will explore include
Topiary Park, Glacier Ridge Metro Park, the OSU campus
and a tour of downtown churches. In addition to the goal of
connecting with fellow parishioners and making new friends,
the walkers also collect pledges for their miles as a fundraiser
for the church.
St. Mark’s, Columbus, has formed a team for the second
annual Tour de H2O, a cycling fundraiser that provides funds
to construct water wells in rural villages in Africa. The team
goal is to raise enough money to construct three water wells
for primary schools in western Kenya. The Tour de H2O is
set for Saturday, May 21 at Battelle Darby Creek Metro Park.
The ride features route distances of 25 and 50 miles. New
this year is a 10-mile children’s tour, which will include a
Metropark nature tour. To learn more about the Tour de H2O,
visit www.tourdeh2o.org.

Hocking Valley

The Good Earth Farm is partnering with the School of
Art at Ohio University to have graduate art students design and
install specialty gardens. These gardens include herbal tea and
medicinal gardens, paper-making and dye gardens and bird and
bee health gardens. Each garden has design parameters that students must adhere to, yet still have some freedom in the overall

layout. Once finished, the gardens will serve as educational and
meditative spaces for all to enjoy. In addition, the gardens will be
a resource for their individual elements. The tea and medicinal
herb gardens will contain popular tea and healing plants used
as natural remedies to ailments. Local artists will utilize the
papermaking and dye gardens. The bee garden hopes to aid the
overall health of the honey bees, and the bird garden will serve
as a sanctuary for avian friends as well as a source of food.
To see the specialty gardens, you can visit the farm at 10011
Armitage Road in Athens.

Miami River

The youth of St. Anne, West Chester, helped raise $237
for diocesan youth mission grants by holding a walkathon
called Miles for Mission. Many St. Anne youth have received
diocesan grants to participate in mission trips to Appalachia
and Navajoland and showed their gratitude by raising funds
to give back to the grant program so that other youth may
benefit from it in the years to come. Way to go!

Northeast

A Cookbook Supper was held at St. Luke’s, Marietta, to
celebrate the publication of Potlucks, Picnics, and English
Tea, the new parish cookbook. Men, women, and children of
the parish who contributed recipes to the cookbook prepared
and served their dishes. A delicious selection of appetizers, salads, main dishes and desserts were enjoyed by the
large number of parishioners attending. Parishioners Gillian
Keeley, trained pastry chef, and Jessie Etter, a chef in training, also led a fun contest between various men of the parish
carving radishes into owls and green peppers into frogs.
Potluck, Picnics and English Tea is available for purchase
for $10. Send a check payable to the church to St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, 320 Second St., Marietta 45750.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters , websites and Facebook pages and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person
listed or the congregation. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202. Not
mass mailing your newsletters anymore? Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to jmurray@diosohio.org and rthompson@diosohio.org.
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CALENDAR

RESOURCES

11 - Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter Center, 9 a.m. Contact: Janice
West at 937.278.2249.
12 - Fresh Start meets at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Anne Reed at
800.582.1712.
13-15 - School for Ministry meets at Camp Mowana. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712
ext. 137.
14 – Bridges Out of Poverty workshop at Christ Church, Dayton, 9 a.m. Register at diosohio.org under When Things Are > Events. Contact: Laura Underwood at fredandlaura914@
sbcglobal.net
14 – Thurgood Marshall Symposium Series at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev.
Trevor Babb at 513.771.4828.
14 – Diocesan Council meets at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Leslie Flemming
at 740.517.2143.
14 – ECSF Chocolate Fest at St. Patrick’s, Dublin, 1:30 p.m. Cost $10. Purchase tickets at
ecsfsouthernohio.org. Contact: Ariel Miller at 513.221.0547.
17 – Full diocesan staff meeting at Procter Center, 10 a.m. All diocesan offices closed.
18 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan House, noon. Contact: the Rev. Stephen
Applegate at 740.587.0167.
19 - Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30
p.m. Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
20-21 – Deacons conference at Procter Center. Contact: the Rev. Douglas Argue at douglasargue@cohhio.org.
21 – Anti-Racism training at Procter Center, 9 a.m. Contact: Debbie Stokes at
614.933.8715.
21 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan
at 800.582.1712.
21 – Procter Camper Scamper 5K/1K Fun Run and Picnic at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
Contact: Chris Tokarz at 800.582.1712.
21 – SOLLI, EFM and Lay Preacher graduation at Procter Center, 11 a.m. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
26 – Residency Supervisors meet at Procter Center, 1 p.m.
28 – Celebration of New Ministry for the congregation of Christ Church, Ironton and the
Rev. Sallie Schisler, 2 p.m.
30 – Diocesan offices closed for Memorial Day holiday.
31 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.

June

3-5 -– School for Ministry meets at Camp Mowana. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712
ext. 137.
8 – COCL meets at Christ Church Cathedral, 9 a.m. Contact: Janice West at 937.278.2249.
11 – Priests’ ordinations at Christ Church, Glendale, 11 a.m. Clergy: red stoles.
16 – Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Procter Center, 2 p.m.
Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
18 – Procter Commission meets at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: The Rev. Craig Foster
at 614.940.6274.
23-26 – Ohio Episcopal Celebration at Kenyon (See page 1)
28 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
29 – Deacons’ ordinations at Trinity on Capitol Square, Columbus, 7 p.m. Clergy: red
stoles.

Transitions
Congregations

St. Andrew’s, Evanston: Interim beginning
St. Andrew’s, Dayton: Beginning process
St. James, Westwood: Interviewing candidates
St. Alban’s, Bexley: Receiving names
St. Paul’s, Dayton: Seeking Interim
Grace, Pomeroy: Receiving names
Church of the Advent, Cincinnati: Call issued
Trinity, Troy: Beginning process

Clergy

The Rev. Canon John
Johanssen retired as canon to the
ordinary. The Rev. Jack Koepke,
former rector of St. Paul’s,
Oakwood, will begin his ministry
as canon to the ordinary on June
1.
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Rest in peace
The Rev. Laura Chace, a deacon who served at Christ Church, Glendale, for
nearly a decade, died May 1 after a valiant battle with cancer. She was 74.
Ordained a deacon in 1998, Laura began her ministry at Grace, College Hill,
and started serving at Christ Church in 2002. She was very involved in the outreach ministries of the church, including leading the effort for Christ Church to
become a host parish for the Interfaith Hospitality Network. In her secular life,
Laura was a librarian, working in the public library system in Cincinnati and
retiring from the Cincinnati Historical Society Library at the Cincinnati Museum
Center. She was also involved in diocesan ministries, including serving several
years as the diocesan archivist.
Survivors include her brother, Robert; two nieces; a nephew and many cousins.
A memorial service will be held at Christ Church, Glendale, on Saturday, May
14 at 11 a.m. A reception will follow at the church. Memorials may be sent to
the church at 965 Forest Ave., Glendale 45246 or Episcopal Community Services
Foundation, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati 45202.
Agnes May Lubin, the mother of the Rev. Gary Lubin, a deacon at Church of
the Redeemer, Cincinnati, died April 27 in New Zealand. She was 89.
Mildred L. Wharton, the mother of the Rev. Carol Hull, former rector of St.
George, Dayton, died April 25. She was 93.
Carolyn Leake, the widow of the Rev. Robert Leake who served as rector of
St. Alban’s, Bexley from 1939-1970, died April 29. She was 98.
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Bishop Breidenthal

St. Anne’s, West Chester

8

Bishop Breidenthal

St. Philip’s, Columbus
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St. Paul’s, Oakwood

Bishop Price 		

St. Luke’s, Granville
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St. Timothy’s, Anderson 		

			

Township

Bishop Rivera 		

All Saints, New Albany
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a.m. Epiphany, 			
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Bishop Breidenthal

St. Philip’s, Circleville

Bishop Price 		

Indian Hill Church, Cincinnati

Bishop Rivera 		
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Common cents:

Milking the
stewardship
(cash) cow

I believe stewardship has three aspects.
Each is essential, and each contributes to the
whole. They are, in my view:
1. Systematic pledging to your parish at a
realistic level.
2. “Planned giving” in its various aspects.
3. Not wasting the money you have while
finding new sources of parish income.
You can milk a cow while sitting on a milking stool with a missing leg, but it is easier if
all three legs are intact. Likewise, church
finances are healthier if all three aspects of
stewardship are functioning. I know there is
more to living the Incarnation than squeezing every possible nickel out of the gas bill.
But our worship, pastoral and outreach minisJack
tries are more effective
Flemming
when we have enough
money. And Christ does
expect us not to waste
the resources we already
have -- remember the
parable of the Ten
Talents.
For example, there
is no reason today why
the periodic newsletter
should not be published
online. When you add the cost of the annual
postal permit, postage, paper, labels and photocopy supplies, and the cost of the time the
secretary spends to print, collate, address and
pre-sort the newsletters before taking them
to the post office, the true cost of a monthly
newsletter is not far from a dollar per copy.
The cost is much, much less to post online
and send it out electronically.
It is true there is no saving in the time
spent actually writing and editing content.
But it is no more time consuming to write
and edit for an online publication than to
produce one that appears in paper. There
could be a few parishioners who are either
terminally technophobic or have no access
to computers. But even if paper copies are
provided for them, the overall savings will
be considerable.
Please note that while I have a few more
ideas to share in future articles, I have neither
a monopoly on creative thinking nor an infinite supply of suggestions. I am sure many
in the diocese have useful stewardship ideas
that could benefit all of us. If you have a
stewardship suggestion to share, please send
me an e-mail at lflemmin@columbus.rr.com
and I’ll do my best to pass it along.

Drink the common cup

Canon Johannsen reflects
on ministry, looks to future
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
In three years on diocesan staff, the
Rev. Canon John Johanssen travelled
more than 60,000 miles, criss-crossing
the diocese to consult with congregations
and support clergy and laity.
He retired as canon to the ordinary
on May 7, spending his final day concelebrating the convention Eucharist with
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal.
“I’m so grateful to have been able to share
ministry with the people of Southern Ohio,”
said Canon Johanssen. “It has been a blessing to work with such a gifted and committed staff and to be a part of problem-solving
with various congregations … Diocesan
work makes you aware of just how complex this system is -- it’s very nuanced and
very political, and we’re always working to
figure out what the vision means for us on a
day-to-day basis.”
During his time on staff, Canon
Johanssen focused on congregational
development, as canon for ministry and
in the past year, as canon to the ordinary. He also served as priest-in-charge
at Christ Church Cathedral for several
months in 2010. Before joining diocesan
staff in 2008, Canon Johanssen was rector
of St. Alban’s in Bexley for almost five
years. He also served on diocesan staff
and in congregations in the dioceses of
Colorado, Eau Claire, Ohio and Virginia.
Before his ordination to the priesthood in
1991, Canon Johanssen was an attorney,
with a specialty in international law.
“John has been part of the diocesan
staff at a time of tremendous change,”
said Bishop Breidenthal. “His knowledge
of structures and his humility – combined
with clarity and straightforwardness –
have made wonderful contributions to our
staff and to the congregations that have
had the opportunity to call on his skills.”
Canon Johanssen and his wife, Pam,
plan to make Ohio their home. Lifelong
Buckeye fans, they are building their
retirement home on Buckeye Lake. They
plan to spend more time with their four
sons and nine grandchildren, all of whom
live in the Columbus area.
Bishop Breidenthal has called the Rev.
Jack Koepke as canon to the ordinary,

The Rev. Canon John Johanssen preaches
at Christ Church Cathedral.
who will begin in June.
Here, Canon Johanssen reflects on his
ministry and retirement.
Talk about your ministry as canon
to the ordinary: I’ve enjoyed being
able to do some problem solving, to be a
non-anxious presence and remind people
that the sky isn’t falling. We can figure
this out.
It’s been interesting on a diocesan level
to work hard in developing more transparency around the finances and to witness
the changes in focus of the Commission
on Congregational Life, the Trustees, communication and technology that are all
working together to bring us into the 21st
century. Being on diocesan staff affords me
a privileged seat to watch and observe.
The highlight has been meeting with
the congregations and with the clergy
and to share their vision of the coming
church. We are in a time of change. The
church is going to have to sift and search
through the things that have to be preserved because of our traditions and the
things that need to change so that we can
be effective ministers. Everybody gets the
problem, but it’s fascinating to see how
everybody offers such interesting insight
to the solutions. That gives me great con-

fidence that we’re going to figure this out,
with God’s help.
What do you think the church of the
future will look like? I see the church
as this beautiful diamond – there are
all these different facets, depending on
how it hits the light. We’ll continue to
honor our tradition but move in new and
unexpected ways too. And honestly, I
don’t think tomorrow’s Church will look
like what any of us today imagine. The
bishop talks about our future through a
very Episcopal lens of connection without coercion. I think he’s right on. It will
be messy but so exciting.
What has been the hardest part of
this work? Clergy misconduct. When
allegations are made against clergy or
laity, you have to go in not only as the
canonical presence but also as a pastor with compassion. Even when you’re
bringing hard news, you still do it in a
way that’s respectful and pastorally sensitive.
You’ve worked with other bishops. Talk about serving with Bishop
Breidenthal. What’s unique about working with Bishop Breidenthal is his openness to hear other opinions, to weigh
other opinions and give them fair consideration, and then make a decision.
Sometimes other bishops have been a
little more autocratic. They might pay
lip service that they care what you think
-- but they really don’t.
What will you miss most? I’ll miss
the daily collegiality and contact. I’ve
been privileged to work with really gifted
people who are committed. I’ll miss the
challenge of collaborating on mission and
vision work of the church. And I’ll miss
the day-to-day work, of never knowing
what challenges will emerge.
What advice do you have for your
successor? My advice for Jack is to not
overschedule. Leave blocks of time open
for the unexpected. Keep the perspective
that really God is in charge. Keep taking
the big view – the 30,000-foot view – to
make sure we’re all going in the same
direction even though we don’t have all
the answers.
And never forget your sense of humor.
I think that’s why I think I’ve lasted this
long in the ministry.

If I had an extra hour a day, I’d fill it: with sitting by the lake, reading a good book or listening to music. If I had two hours, I’d go sailing.
My bucket-place vacation spot is: Denmark and Scandanavia to do some genealogy research.
If I had a superpower, it would be: to bring peace to this earth, in relationships, personal and political. People are just mean sometimes.
Playing on my iPod: Henry Butler, a jazz pianist; Gordon Williams; Stevie Ray Vaughn.
On my nightstand: I’m reading a book about Florida, Forgotten Tales of Florida, about the exploration of the state from the very beginning.
A guiding Scripture: Do not fear. I am with you always.

							
Formation

ReCrafting the Sermon
As the culture changes to post-Christian and as the delivery of oral information is informed more and more by television, Youtube and the Internet, the means and method of
crafting a sermon are changing. Join
clergy from both Ohio dioceses for a
two-day conference June 17-18. This
conference, “ReCrafting the Sermon:
the Future Shape of Preaching,” will
re-examine the ways in which sermons are crafted for today’s audience. It also will offer time in small
groups to preach a sermon to peers
and receive feedback.
The Rev. William
The keynote speaker is the Rev. Brosend
William Brosend, a priest of the
Diocese of Kentucky and associate professor of homiletics
at the School of Theology, Sewanee. He also serves as acting
program director of the Episcopal Preaching Foundation.
Cost is $60, which includes meals and overnight accommodations at St. Teresa’s Retreat Center, 5277 E. Broad
Street, Columbus. Register online: www.diosohio.org/
Events

Re-thinking theology
Join Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park, on May 15 as Dr.
Leon Chartrand presents “Re-thinking Theology in and Age of
Environmental Uncertainty” at 6 p.m. in the Great Hall, 2944
Erie Ave. Chartrand is visiting professor of ethics, ecology and
theology at Xavier University. He is primarily interested in
understanding the phenomenological relations between lived
experience and story and between mystery and meaning and
how both relations inform a primordial land ethic.
The program is sponsored by ECO-palians (a group
dedicated to the stewardship of the environment) and the
Adult Formation Ministry Team. Light refreshments will
be served, with plenty of time for questions and discussion.
This program is free and open to the public.

Bridges out of Poverty
On May 14 at Christ Church, Dayton, Sherman Bradley
of City Gospel Mission will reprise the “Bridges out of
Poverty” workshop he gave to rave reviews at St. Anne’s,
West Chester earlier this year. The workshop is based on the
work of educator Ruby Payne.
Sherman Bradley, vice president of Cincinnati’s City
Gospel Mission, founder and director of “Consider the
Poor,” offers compelling stories and practical methods. The
workshop begins with continental breakfast at 8:30 a.m. and
runs to 1 p.m. The cost is $10.
Register for “Bridges out of Poverty” at www.diosohio.
org, from Events or the link “When Things Are,” or call
Christ Church at 937.223.2239.

Training: Addiction recovery
The Alcoholism Council of the Cincinnati Area is sponsoring a special event on May 19. In cooperation with
the American Association of Pastoral Counselors and the
National Association for Children of Alcoholics, they are
hosting a training on Understanding the Impact of Addiction
and Supporting Recovery: Strategies and Tools for Clergy
and other Congregational Leaders.
All clergy and lay leaders are encouraged to participate.
The focus is to provide the best resources and education for
all clergy and lay leaders to address substance use and abuse
in their congregational families.
Information: http://www.alcoholismcouncil.org/
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COMMON MINISTRY

Diocese selected for pilot project
The New Dreams-New Visions Coordinating Committee
has chosen the Diocese of Southern Ohio as among five new
dioceses to join its pilot project of connecting vital, retired
clergy with vibrant, small worshipping communities.
Thousands of priests will be eligible to retire within the
next few years, yet still feel called to minister in new ways.
At the same time, more and more family, or pastoral-sized
congregations or faith communities, with an average Sunday
attendance of 140 or less, are unable to support a full-time
priest. This is an opportunity to help clergy and congregations explore new models of leadership and ministry. For
more information, visit www.EpiscopalNewDreams.org.

Worship and music

Glendale: Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan
Bagpipes and drums will be a part of the 11 a.m. church
service at Christ Church, Glendale, on May 15. The event
will be the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans, featuring the Pipe & Drum
Corps of the Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office
“The Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan service celebrates Scotland
and Scottish heritage,” said Dr. Bryan Mock, director of
music.
Mock says that a typical Kirkin’ will include a Procession
to the Pipes, along with clan representatives carrying lengths
(or flags) of tartans forward to the altar rail and a representative of the congregation saying a few words about Scottish
heritage.
Included in the service will be the blessing of individuals
and families of Scottish descent. Attendees will hear traditional Celtic pipe hymns and melodies following the service,
accompanied by a coffee hour.
More information is available at 513.771.1544,
christchurch1@fuse.net or www.christchurchglendale.org.

Celtic service offered at St. John’s
On May 22, St. John’s, Worthington, will offer a Eucharist
in the Celtic tradition at 6 p.m. This service will offer Celtic
music and a liturgy emphasizing God’s presence in all
aspects of His creation.
Prior to the service, the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan will discuss the Celtic Christian tradition, its history and differences
from the familiar Latin tradition. The presentation will begin
at 5 p.m. Hospitality will follow the service.
St. John’s is located in Worthington’s town center at
700 High St. on the SE corner of High and SR 161. Call
614.846.5180 for more information.

Cathedral music
Stephan Casurella, the director of music at Christ Church
Cathedral, will be the featured organist at a free concert on
May 15 at 5 p.m. at the cathedral. The performance is part of
a series offered in collaboration with the Cincinnati Chapter
of the American Guild of Organists. The cathedral is located
at 318 East Fourth Street (Fourth & Sycamore), downtown
Cincinnati.
For more information, call 513.621.1817.

In the news

Sharing the Good News
The diocese’s Latino ministry was highlighted recently on
Soapbox, a Cincinnati news website.
The article praises the homework club ministry as well as
the relationship-building with immigrant students and their
families. Visit the article at: http://www.soapboxmedia.com/
forgood/041211.latinocommission.aspx
Also in the news: the Rev. Dick Burnett and the congregation of Trinity, Columbus, were featured in the Columbus

Dispatch during Holy Week. The picture and article featured
the “stripping of the altar.” The same weekend, the Rev.
Phillip College and the folks at St. John’s, Worthington, were
featured in an article about baptism.
Great job sharing the Good News!

Bexley Hall calls new seminary dean
The Board of Trustees of Bexley Hall Seminary announced
in early May the appointment of the Rev. Dr. Thomas
Ferguson as the seminary’s dean.
Ferguson will succeed the Rev. William Doubleday, who
was appointed Bexley’s interim dean in 2009 and has served
as Bexley Hall’s associate dean and
professor of pastoral theology since
2006.
Ferguson currently serves as ecumenical and interreligious relations
officer for the Episcopal Church working to foster ecumenical and interreligious dialogue and cooperation
with other Christian communions and
world religions. He also serves as a
part-time chaplain at the University of The Rev. Dr. Thomas
Ferguson
Wisconsin-Madison.
Ferguson will serve as chief academic officer and
administrator of Bexley Hall and will be responsible for
the seminary’s day-to-day operations, student learning,
work of the faculty, and stewardship of financial resources. He will report to Robert Bottoms, currently interim
dean and president of Seabury Western Theological
Seminary, who on July 1 will become interim joint president of both Bexley and Seabury.

Outreach

Jubilee grants awarded
Two groups in the Diocese of Southern Ohio received
Jubilee Ministry Grants, which are dispensed through the
Social and Economic Justice Office of The Episcopal
Church.
In 2010, under the criteria of “Building a Just Society,”
Christ Church, Dayton, received a $2,500 grant for its
CityHeart program. For 2011, the Reading Camp program
was awarded $1,000.
The Episcopal Church awarded 103 Jubilee Ministry
grants in 50 dioceses for 2010 and 2011 in five categories
for more than $157,250 to support mission and ministry
throughout the Episcopal Church. Jubilee Ministries
are congregations or agencies with connections to the
Episcopal Church whose mission efforts affect the lives
of those in need, addressing basic human needs and
justice issues. Grants to Jubilee ministries are awarded
annually.

Golf Classic supports scholarships
By popular demand, this year’s Thomaston Golf Classic
is being held again at the Golf Club at Stonelick Hills,
located on U.S. Route 50 in Clermont County, less than 10
miles from Terrace Park.
The Thomaston Golf Classic is the sole fund raising event
for the Thomaston Woods Scholarship Fund, which provides
tuition scholarships for the young motivated residents of
the Thomaston Woods affordable townhouse complex in
Clermont County. Scholarships are awarded through the
University of Cincinnati Clermont College, as well as other
area colleges and institutions. The100-unit community was
established in 1990 by St. Thomas Housing Corporation, a
non-profit subsidiary of St. Thomas, Terrace Park.
To register or learn more: www.st-thomas-terrace-park.
diosohio.org
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Key ministry: Xenia
wardens help homeless survive
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor

Summer Watts and Michael Taint have lifted the ministry of
“warden” to a new level. Not only do they take care of Christ
Church, Xenia, but they also opened the church most nights
from late November to early April as a refuge for homeless
men and women.
Currently serving as senior and junior warden, Watts and
Taint also coordinate the parish’s winter shelter ministry,
which expanded exponentially this year. They made sure at
least two volunteers – one of each gender – were in the parish
hall every night, equipped with the fixings for a nourishing
dinner and breakfast for the guests.
Without Christ Church, there would be no shelter for single
adults anywhere in Greene County, except for the Family
Violence Prevention Center, whose staff were grateful to be
able to send desperate people to the church when the battered
women’s shelter was full.
The church’s published shelter hours are 8 p.m. to 8 a.m.,
but Watts and Taint paid close attention to this winter’s protracted severe cold, the rainy spring and the collateral damage
of state funding cuts. The church is right next to the downtown
library, where homeless people take refuge during the day.
Due to the state’s budget woes, “library hours have been cut,”
says Watts. On some days, the library doesn’t open till noon,
and on weekends it shuts at 5 p.m.
“I’ve tried to get volunteers to open the church during
the day so people can watch TV and stay warm,” she adds.
“Otherwise, their only option when the library is closed is to
walk down to Kmart or McDonald’s.”
Before this year, the church had provided shelter only
when the temperature dropped below 28 degrees. But in late
summer, the vestry committed to open the church every night
during the three coldest months.
“We’ve had up to 12 people a night,” says Watts. “There
hasn’t been a single night without guests ... We can't even
afford a priest, but we're doing this!”
Operating a shelter every night in the parish hall hasn’t been
easy.
“The first month our gas bill went up $400, and our light bill
$200,” says Watts. There were some tensions over the condition of the parish hall, but these were resolved by teamwork
between the parish and the guests, who volunteered to set up
and follow a rotation of chores. One of Watts’ friends donated
bins for guests to store their personal belongings neatly under
their beds.
“This is a holistic ministry,” says Watts. “We are praying
with people and dealing with both physical and emotional
needs.” Volunteers have taken people to doctor’s appointments, helped them apply for food stamps and apply through
Community Action for affordable apartments. Two guests are
struggling with cancer, another with heart disease: one night
parishioners had to call the life squad to take her to the emergency room.
“The majority of single people who are homeless are mentally ill, and many are self-medicating, some with drugs and
alcohol,” says Watts. “But we have dealt with things as they
come up. If we put God first and focus on God, then God will
guide us. And God has! We’re all brothers and sisters.”

Creative ways to
support ECSF, ministries
Do good, eat chocolate

Join the Episcopal Community Services Foundation for an
afternoon of sweet treats and fundraising. The ECSF Chocolate
Fest features a chocolate bake-off and auction to help
Episcopal congregations respond to hunger, homelessness,
and many other human needs across Southern Ohio.
Chocolate Fest runs from 1:30 to 4 p.m. on May 14. Tickets
are $10 for adults, $5 for children, and $20 maximum per
family. Tickets entitle you to taste all recipes plus unlimited
refreshing drinks.
Jan Smith, wife of St. Patrick’s rector Steve Smith, has volunteered to chair this year’s Chocolate Fest.A silent auction also
will be held, beginning with online bidding for tickets, restaurant gift cards, and delightful items from all over the diocese
from May 2-12. You can find great deals, bid, donate and support great ministry by fellow Episcopalians even if you are not
able to attend or are doing your best to steer clear of actually
eating chocolate.Learn more: www.ECSFsouthernohio.org.

What goes around …

Join the Rev. Stephen Smith and others for the second annual
Great Episcopal Tour de Ohio Bike Ride June 2-4. Ride from
Columbus to Cincinnati and back on the scenic rails-to-trails
pathways to raise money for the Episcopal Community Services
Foundation.
The entry fee is $100. Contact: the Rev. Stephen Smith at
revd.up@att.net by May 23.

Top: A guest cooks at Christ Church, Xenia. Above: Beds at Christ
Church, Xenia
Indeed, despite the stresses, the guests and volunteers have
developed real fellowship.
“Between 6:15 and 6:30 p.m., the door is open, and we start
getting dinner ready,” Watts says.
A couple of the guests like to cook. One guest – one of the
people with cancer - opens up her laptop because she’s taking
an online course. AA groups meet at the parish on Tuesday and
Saturday – guests can join in, or if they don’t have substance
abuse issues, they go to the library to watch movies.
Miami Valley media from Dayton television to Greene
County newspapers have broadcast the good news of Christ
Church’s extraordinary hospitality.
“We were invited to speak before Xenia City Council,
because they were so astonished,” says Watts. “The council
member who invited me said, ‘We are so impressed that you
are doing this – other churches say they want to but don’t. You
are living the message.’”
Xenia City Council took up collections and sent over donations of paper goods and toilet paper. “People saw us on television,” Watts adds. “We’ve had a group donate home-made
sleeping bags, and other people donate blankets and sheets.”
Taint persuaded two other churches to each provide volun-

teers and food for two weeks. Watts recruited friends from the
Yellow Spring Oddfellows Club to fill in when she’s short on
volunteers. Oddfellows also donated $500.
For Watts, mobilizing her church to meet a huge need has
been the answer to prayer. After a career in mental health
in North Carolina, she was back in school for a social work
degree when she became seriously ill and was unable to
afford to continue her studies. When she recovered, the
mental health program she previously directed had been cut,
so she got a job with a hotel and was soon handling many
responsibilities.
“But I was unfulfilled and restless,” she said. “I went to
a workshop on Martin Luther King Day on realizing your
dreams. I committed myself to praying morning, noon and
night: God, send me where my talents can be used!”
Then, the recession compelled the general manager to lay
her off with great regret. “Inside, I was jumping for joy!” Watts
recalls. “Before that, I had felt I couldn’t afford to leave the job
till I had another one.”
Learning that a friend in Yellow Springs needed help caring
for a parent afflicted with Alzheimer’s, Watts moved to Ohio
and soon was booked solid, caring lovingly for such patients in
their homes. She enrolled in the diocese’s Southern Ohio Lay
Leadership Initiative program and was elected to the vestry of
Christ Church. Her new life in Ohio – combining faith, fellowship and community ministry - brings her profound delight.
“Since I’ve been involved in church leadership for the past
two years, I’ve been saying, “Let’s not just talk about our faith,
let’s live it!” she exclaims. “It’s just like the song ‘I love to tell
the Story.’ We are telling His story.”
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Education for Ministry
goes to prison
By the Rev. Fred Shirley
Interchange contributor
Education for Ministry is a four-year Christian formation program. Developed at Sewanee Seminary, the program has helped
deepen spiritual practice and knowledge for thousands of participants around the world.
Now those behind prison walls will have an opportunity to engage
in the program.
The Rev. Jackie Burns, a deacon in the Diocese of Southern Ohio,
wanted to bring the Education for Ministry program to the North
Central Correctional Institution (NCCI) in Marion, Ohio, where she
serves as a chaplain.
Bringing a new program into the
prison had its challenges.
One was to find co-mentors who
would make the commitment to go”
Contribute online:
inside” the prison every week for
www.lifeformation.
nine months. The Rev. Fred Shirley,
diosohio.org/efm
a deacon in Southern Ohio, and
Contribute by mail:
Robert Bennett, a layperson from the
Please make checks
Diocese of Ohio have agreed to serve
payable to All Saints
as mentors. Shawn Svaboda-Barber,
Discretionary Fund with
the notation EfM on
also a layperson in the Diocese of
the memo line. This will
Ohio, has agreed to serve as a backensure that the funds get
up mentor.
properly applied.
A second challenge was to proMail checks to:
vide a means to store the materials
All Saints Episcopal
that the participants would need to
Church
have available for their study. EfM
Attn: Fred Shirley
uses two large, loose-leaf binders.
5101 Johnstown Road
Residents of the institutions have
New Albany, OH 43054only limited storage space for per8964
sonal belongings. With the help of
the chaplains, space was found so
that participants can keep materials
they’re personally using and store the rest.
A third challenge is cost. The seminar will have up to 12 participants. The inmates do not have financial resources to pay the normal
tuition of $350 each. The EfM program has offered to reduce tuition
to $225 per participant, if the mentors will serve without the normal
stipend. The mentors have agreed to waive the stipend. That leaves
a cost of $3,000 for 12 participants, including $2,700 in tuition and
$300 for miscellaneous expenses.
This is where you have the opportunity to help. We are asking each of the current EfM groups in Ohio to consider making a contribution to assist in this effort. We also are asking
the bishops of both dioceses for any assistance. We hope congregations and individuals will consider making a gift too.
Your assistance will enable the Episcopal Church to be the presence
of Christ in this prison.

How to help:

About Education for Ministry

Every baptized person is called to ministry. The Education for
Ministry (EfM) program provides people with the education to
carry out that ministry. During the service of Confirmation, we ask
God to “Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with
them at Baptism. Send them forth in the power of the Spirit to
perform the service you set before them.” EfM offers an opportunity to discover how to respond to the call to Christian service.
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My view | Hungry for community?
Try the 30-Hour Famine
By Erik Nelson
Interchange contributor

So I’m sitting at school after
swim practice one night, and I get
a call from my youth leader, the
Rev. Christopher Richardson.
“St Timothy’s is hosting a
30-Hour Famine retreat this year,”
he says. “How would you like to
be on staff?”
Having thoroughly enjoyed
myself at the last 30-Hour Famine at
St. James in Westwood, my answer
is an emphatic “YES!” Spending a
weekend with 25 cranky, starving
kids? I wouldn’t miss it for the
world.
The 30-Hour Famine is a retreat
and fundraiser sponsored by World
Vision, a non-profit organization,
designed to raise awareness for the
impoverished and money for the
hungry. At this retreat, participants
fast for 30 hours in an act of solidarity with the marginalized people
of our world. Yes, the idea sounds
absolutely brutal. Who in their right
mind would willingly starve themselves for 30 hours, right? Well, as
I learned, to take on such a daunting task, one must be flexible, amiable…and slightly insane.
Fast-forward to 5:30 p.m. on
a cold Friday night. I’m sitting at
the registration table with Anny
Stevens-Gleason, anxiously waiting for the first few participants to
arrive. Actually, I was just anxious. Anxious about whether or not

Above: Youth spend some time in
silent reflection during the 30-Hour
Famine.
Left: Chess Banks and Miranda Anter
participate in the 30-Hour Famine.
this community was mutual suffering.
In other words, “We’re all starving
and miserable, so why don’t we join
together and have fun being starving
and miserable!”
And that leads to the other thing
the participants would enjoy themselves, anxious about how, or even that made this weekend extremely
if, the kids would mesh together memorable: the willingness of the
to form a community. Most of all, participants to branch out of their
I worried that our goal of raising comfort zone and try new things.
Whether it be singing new songs,
$3,000 was totally unattainable.
Did I need to worry? Nope. being totally silent for 30 minutes
We raised approximately $4,000. (something unheard of in our goHowever, that’s not even the best go-go society), or even spending
part about the weekend. The most time talking with the elderly, the
amazing thing by far was how the participants were willing to try
participants came together as a com- something new. Without that flexmunity. At the beginning, most of ibility, the retreat wouldn’t have
the kids probably knew one or two been half as awesome.
other people. Yet by the end, we had
Erik Nelson attends St. Timothy’s,
all become pretty fast friends. I think
Anderson Township.
the greatest factor in the formation of

Boss honored for ERD ministry
For a decade, Jon Boss has
been a tireless advocate for the
ministry of Episcopal Relief &
Development, connecting congregations and individuals to the
national and international outreach of The Episcopal Church.
In early May, Boss received the
2011 Canon Joyce Hogg Award
for his faithful ministry on behalf
of ERD. A member of Ascension Jon Boss
& Holy Trinity, Wyoming, Boss
has long been the face of ERD in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio, setting up a booth each year at diocesan
convention, making parish visits to discuss the mission
of ERD and developing a network of congregational
representatives. In addition, he has served as the Province
V Episcopal Relief & Development Coordinator, sitting

on the Council of Advice and representing the agency at
provincial gatherings.
The award is named after Canon Joyce Hogg, a
longtime ERD staff member who dedicated her life
and work to helping others, both near and far. She died
in 2006.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal praised Boss’ dedication to this ministry.
“You have modeled generosity in the offering of
your gifts, your experience, and, I do not doubt, your
substance to this work, and have done this with unfailing cheerfulness and grace,” wrote the bishop in a letter
to Boss. “I believe you minister without thought of
accolades – the work is reward enough for you. But it
is kind of you to let us all honor you, because we want
to express our admiration and affection for you. As
your bishop, I take great pride in serving with you and
learning from you.”
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Delegation explores possible
relationship with Liberia

By Deborah Bressoud Parker
Interchange contributor
“The Master has need of you…”
The Rt. Rev. Johnathan B.B. Hart repeated that phrase several times during his
Palm Sunday sermon at Trinity Cathedral
in Liberia.
His sermon was a call to action to everyone at the service. For the previous two
weeks, five Episcopalians from the Diocese
of Southern Ohio were the guests of the
Episcopal Church of Liberia. We shared
meals and worship and learned about the
mission of the Liberian church to educate children of all ages, coordinate diverse
health-care resources, provide Christian formation, and minister to the nearly two million Liberians living in extreme poverty.
I joined delegates Elizabeth Barker,
Gifford Doxsee, Clifton Flemister and Don
Reed to travel to Liberia to explore firsthand the potential for a companion relationship with the Episcopal Church of Liberia.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal, as well as
other clergy, family and friends, prayed
together and saw the delegates off on April
2. For the next two weeks the delegates tasted new foods (including lots of chicken and
rice dishes—Liberian staples) and shared
both urban and rural experiences. Liberians
at multiple parishes warmly welcomed the
Ohioans. In a country trying to recover from
14 years of civil war, this generosity was
greatly appreciated.
Shared experiences modeled how companionship can work. Throughout the visit,
there was a focus on seeking and serving
Christ in the world, with both churches
speaking as peers. Multiple conversations
reached deeply into topics as diverse as
reconciliation with former combatants now
living throughout the country, international
debt, unemployment of over 80%, and the
rebuilding of essential infrastructure like
roads, electricity and safe water supplies.
The Episcopal Church of Liberia’s mission
is to serve as many of the struggling people
as possible through education, health and
formation efforts. Time spent with both
clergy and laity illuminated the similarities
between the church in Ohio and in Liberia,
with both working to respect the dignity of
every person.
Liberia celebrates “Fast and Prayer Day”
as a national holiday, and on April 8 the delegates attended an ecumenical service where

Above: Children at St. Mary’s Church, Holy
Cross Mission, in Bolahun, Lofa. At right: The
view from Ducor Hill, a once thriving resort
community in the capital city of Monrovia.
Photos by Don Reed
Liberian music created a lively atmosphere.
A highlight of the trip was hearing President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf speak about both the
challenges and hope in Liberia. It was exciting to hear this great leader share her vision.
Other highlights included seeing the Atlantic
Ocean in Robertsport, a recovering resort
town at the northwest end of Liberia, close
to the Sierra Leone border.
Beautiful art and music illustrated some of
the ways Liberian culture differs from that in
Ohio. The visit to Cuttington University
west of Monrovia provided an opportunity for numerous exploratory conversations with faculty in the colleges of nursing, education and communications. One
enormous obstacle is the lack of Internet or
communications access. The university uses

an antiquated system that is slow and very
limited in access. The TV and radio station
attempt to connect the colleges with the
wider world but are frustrated by challenges
as simple as consistent electric access—

with no electric grid, the university runs
generators, and to save limited funds the
power goes off from midnight to 6 a.m., and
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Lay theologian: A little girl in Liberia
“Take my pick-sha!” I didn’t have to beg
children to pose for me during our diocesan
delegation trip to the Episcopal Church of
Liberia. They were so friendly, I often wanted
to let the four other members of our delegation go on and do adult things without me.
Seeing a picture of themselves on my
camera LCD screen might be exciting for
two reasons: First, I was really on the trip as
a photographer, my camera rarely out of my
hands, and my eyes always on the lookout for
subjects, which meant that they were celebrities to my paparazzo, and they loved it.
Second, we five delegates went much
of our two weeks there without mirrors,
since most were broken during the years of
civil war (1989-1996 and 1999-2003). Seeing
themselves on my camera screen could thus
be a unique experience.
We went much of the two weeks without
running water and some without electricity.
The nicer homes and guesthouses where we
stayed had their own electricity from private
generators but typically even these did not have
running water for sinks, showers, or toilets.
Water was provided in large plastic drums with
scoops and buckets for ready use. We now
know firsthand the African bucket bath.
Having disabled the water and power systems during years of wartime siege, you
can’t simply flip them on again once stability
returns, and you can’t even rebuild them right
away if public funds have been depleted, and
national debt mushroomed, by hook and by
crook.
Prior to the war, Monrovia was a fine
coastal city. It had boasted the most luxurious
five-star hotel in West Africa, the Ducor Hotel
overlooking the city and the South Atlantic
Ocean from the highest point in town. The
nine-floor Ducor is now a mere shell, stripped

by looters, with fistsized mortar round
holes here and there in
exterior walls, weeds
growing in joints and
crevices.
On the streets there
are few street lamps
and no traffic lights,
only a rare traffic cop
on foot, directing at an
intersection here or there. The rule of the road
seems to be that, the bigger you are, the more
right-of-way you have.
One morning on our way into town during rush hour, a makeshift third lane formed,
apparently spontaneously, on the other side
of the center yellow line, accommodating the
extra inbound traffic. Outgoing traffic had to
adjust down to one lane, until it didn’t, and
our SUV was forced back onto the right side
of the line.
Outside Monrovia, upcountry on rocky,
rutted red clay roads, we saw mud-hut villages and subsistence farms. Beyond these is
tropical rain forest. In every village we saw
goats and chickens roaming about, a dog or
two, and people doing what they can to survive. Many have a central well pump set up
by one relief agency or another.
The Episcopal Church of Liberia would
like to offer schools and primary health care
clinics in the places where they have churches. In a few places in and outside Monrovia,
they are up and running, with all too meager
resources. However, many of these schools
and clinics were damaged during the war,
or were not yet established, and diocesan
resources are scarce. (Change our U.S. unemployment rate to 85%, with about that proportion living below the poverty line, and then try
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again from 5 to 6:30 p.m. In honor of the delegates, the university kept the power on the first evening so it only went
dark from 6 to 6:30 p.m.
Perhaps the greatest challenge of
the trip involved the road system. The
civil war combatants destroyed access
to different parts of the country. Huge
potholes on primary roads forced
drivers to be extremely vigilant, and
cars navigated in an erratic manner to
dodge the worst of them. The secondary and tertiary roads involved slow
driving to ease cars over huge rocks
or push through water-flooded low
spots. Sturdy jeeps were made for this
type of travel, but the speed was often slow and very bumpy.
The destinations at the end of these roads were well worth
the logistical difficulties. Schools, full of excited, singing children and dedicated adults, were the stopping off points along
the way. In one case, having a delegation from Ohio was such

Children at the assembly at St. Philip's, Bendaja in Cape Mount, pose for the photographer. Walah
is smiling brightly in the front row.
to keep pledges ahead of outreach.)
The current Liberian president, Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf, took office in January, 2006.
Some of the children we saw have been born
since her inauguration. Others were very
young then or when the civil war ended in
2003, including a little girl I met at St. Philip’s,
Bendaja (pronounced ben-dah-JAH), in Cape
Mount (the western county of Liberia).
About halfway into our visit at St. Philip’s,
I realized she was making it into several of
my pictures. She was on the front row at
the assembly inside the church where we
were formally greeted by the priest, principal, teachers and students, and also the local
Imam. She followed us to the small clinic

an important community event that the local Imam in this
predominantly Muslim area came to the Episcopal church
to greet and shake hands with the visitors. Small rural clinics
provided services from examinations for pregnant women to
malaria education and treatment for diarrhea or other problems
relating to unsafe drinking water. The hosts from the Episcopal
Church of Liberia helped the delegates understand the need for
basic education and medical supplies to support the teachers or
nurses in caring for the local populations. Some of the schools
operate with too few chairs for all students to sit, with no books
or teaching texts, no arithmetic or letter charts, and in some
cases not even a blackboard or chalk.
The delegation returned to Ohio on April 18, met by a
welcoming committee. The explorations with the potential
Liberian companions will be part of formation conversations
in Southern Ohio as this diocese continues the discernment
process. And through video, pictures and in-person conversations the delegates can share the amazing experiences from
the journey through Liberia.
Learn more about the trip:
www.christian-formation.diosohio.org/liberia.

nearby and managed to get into more pictures
there, seven by the end as I count today. And
she followed me back from the clinic to the
SUVs for our departure.
I asked her name on the walk back from the
clinic. It is pronounced WA-lah. Unlike some
of the other children, she had not been pushy,
only present and persistent. With that winning
smile and personality in the U.S., and with
the luck of a good home and school, she’d be
on her way.
I wonder what her chances are in Liberia.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor of philosophy.
Contact him at dreed@wittenberg.edu.

Above: Deb Parker talks with workers at a Diagnostic Clinic in
Paynesville in Liberia.
Inset: A cross at St. Mary’s in Bolahun.
Photos by Don Reed

20

COMMON MINISTRY

Lissa Barker and Gifford Doxsee talk with educators at Cuttington University.

Children at St. John's High School in Robertsport.

A church window at St. Peter’s, Gbarnga, Bong.

A reconfigured wheelchair at the ELWA
Clinic, Paynesville.

A home
near
Guiding
School
(a free
Episcopal
school for
Cuttington
workers’
children).

Workers build near St. Thomas Church, Wohombatown, Kolahun.

The procession of
the palms
at Trinity
Cathedral
on Palm
Sunday.
Photos by Don Reed

