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Consecration
reflects vision,
priorities,
diversity
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
More than 1,250 days after the call for the election of the IX
Bishop of Southern Ohio – and 132 years after the first bishop of
Southern Ohio was elected in Columbus, the people of the diocese
will come together again to celebrate the ordination and consecration of the Rev. Dr. Thomas Edward Breidenthal.
Nearly 2,500 are expected to attend the service on April 28 at the
Mershon Auditorium on the campus of The Ohio State University.
Also in attendance will be more than 20 bishops as well as the leadership of the Episcopal Church – Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori and House of Deputies President Bonnie Anderson. The procession will number more than 250, with all of the clergy and seminarians of the diocese as well as lay leaders, diocesan staff and
friends and family of the Bishop-elect. The service culminates 31/2
years of an Episcopal search, two slates of nominees, a re-scheduled
election and months of prayer and work by hundreds of people.

PLEASE SEE BISHOP, PAGE 3

Bishop-elect Thomas E. Breidenthal in the chapel at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Photo by Richelle Thompson

Seen and heard:

Kids talk with the Bishop-elect
Children from around the Diocese of Southern Ohio were invited to submit their questions to the Bishop-elect.
This was one way for our children to learn about the office of bishop and to talk about what it means to have an
episcopate – and to be the Episcopal Church. It was also an opportunity for kids to find out more about their new
bishop. Throughout this issue, we share their questions and the Bishop-elect's answers.

?

Do you like fish?
Lauren Minella, 7, St. Luke, Sayler Park
Yes. Indeed, I could happily live on seafood.

Do you have any pets? I
ASK THE
BISHOP-ELECT do. I have one dog, three
hamsters and one lizard.
Hannah Apple (right),
age 6, St. Mark's, Dayton
We have a crazy talkative
cat called Perdita. She is
great at catching mice.

Do you get to plan your special service?
Alexis Gauger, age 6, St. Timothy, Anderson
Township
I got to plan it with lots of other people. It's
important that the whole diocese be
involved in this consecration service.
Can you only move diagonally?
Josh Kim, 5th grade, St. Anne's,
West Chester
As a chess piece, yes. As a human
being, I can move any way I want.

REFLECTIONS

A time of discernment:
What is God calling us to do?
My consecration, which once
seemed comfortably far off, is suddenly just around the corner. This is a significant moment of transition for me
and my family, and I am grateful for
your prayers as we prepare for this.
But much more importantly, it is a
moment of transition for this Diocese,
as together we recommit ourselves to
preaching and serving Christ in the
beautiful hills and cities and farmlands
of Southern Ohio. Not everyone will
have the time or the opportunity to
attend the ordination service in
Columbus, but I hope that all of us will
be gathered there in spirit – and if possible, online. As a way to extend the
consecration service to all of the people of Southern Ohio and beyond, the
entire service will be webcast - aired
on the Internet with a link from our
homepage. I also hope that each of us
will set aside some time between now
and April 28 to hold the Diocese of
Southern Ohio up in prayer.
Since what we do in the Mershon
Auditorium will be done in all our
names, I want to share some key
themes that will be sounded in the
service. These themes are (1) the ministry we all share in Baptism; (2) the
diversity of our diocese; and (3) our
pledge to participate fully in our
national church's effort to support the
Millennium Development Goals.
First of all, our focus will be on
baptism, because the ordination of
a bishop is a celebration of the ministry, spiritual authority and evangelical responsibility of every bap-

tized person.
The bishop's
whole duty is
to call forth
and affirm the
gifts
Christ
has bestowed
on all his people.
With this in
mind, the service will begin
with a traditional rite in
which the congregation will be sprinkled with water
as a reminder of our baptism. (This
will be very gentle! The sprinkling is
done with a spray of leaves dipped in
water and flicked lightly in all directions. You may feel a drop or two.)
This rite, which will be performed by
the bishops attending the service, will
take place during the opening hymns.
It is appropriate and wonderful that
we will be using water from the Ohio
River and its major Ohio tributaries – the
Great and Little Miami rivers, the Scioto
River, and the Muskingum and Hocking
rivers. Our diocese is essentially a watershed, and we are blessed with abundant
waters. As we give thanks for these
waters, we acknowledge that God's universal gifts must always be lived out
locally. When you feel the water on your
face or arm, pray that God will help us
discern how we may best fulfill our baptismal covenant in this particular watershed of grace. What is God calling us to
do at this time and in this place?

BISHOP-ELECT
TOM
BREIDENTHAL

Second, we will celebrate the diversity of our diocese in a number of ways.
We are a diocese that is urban and rural,
northern and southern, Appalachian
and Midwestern, people of color and
people of European descent, anglo and
Hispanic, young and old. The New
Testament lesson will be read in
English and Krio, the language of
Sierra Leone and of many of the parishioners of our newest congregation, St.
Cyprian of Carthage, in Columbus. The
Gospel will be read in English and
Spanish, the language of a growing
number of Hispanic members of the
diocesan family. Before and during the
service, we will hear and join in on
African-American, Appalachian, and
African music. (I look forward to all of
us joining in on “Siyahamba,” the joyous Zulu hymn that will constitute our
sung thanksgiving for communion.)
Choirs from all over the diocese will
join forces to lead us in the worship of
Christ, “in whom there is no East or
West, no North or South.” Young people from all over the diocese will keep
rambunctious vigil the night before and
will participate in all kinds of ways
throughout the service. In the midst of
all this energy, we should be seeking to
discern what God is calling us to do
next on the strength of this mix.
Third, we will raise up the
Millennium Development Goals. This
brings me back to the theme of water.
We celebrate the gift of water, but there
are many places on earth where water is
scarce, or where it has been so polluted
and compromised that it is no longer a

source of life. Residents of the
Appalachian region of Ohio are well
acquainted with the disastrous toll mining has taken on local streams. It is no
small irony that we have found it necessary to purify the water from our diocesan rivers before using it in this service.
The offering from the consecration
will go to Episcopal Relief and
Development, for its worldwide initiatives to recover and secure clean
sources of water. Clean water is the
most basic of needs, and I urge you to
give generously to this effort. If you
cannot attend the service, please consider sending a check to the diocese in
any amount. The check should be
made out to the Diocese of Southern
Ohio, and should be designated for
“clean water.” We will see that it gets
to Episcopal Relief and Development
and will report back to the diocese
about where the money went.
All of this will be happening under
the aegis of Catherine of Siena, whose
feast day we will be jumping the gun
on by a day. Catherine was born in
Siena, Italy in 1347, and died in Rome
on April 29, 1380. In her short life, she
combined a deep spiritual relationship
with Jesus with effective public service, forcing the leaders of the church to
remember their primary obligation to
care for the poor. May we be empowered to follow her example.
The Rev. Tom Breidenthal is
the Bishop-elect of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. Contact him at
bishop_elect@episcopal-dso.org.

Bishop-elect forms ad hoc group
In these months before the consecration, I have been learning so much about the diocese.
The listening sessions held in the deaneries have been a very rich source of information for
me. These gatherings have given me insight into what people are hoping for as they look to
the future. I've also had an opportunity to learn more about the different areas of our diocese,
as well as the particular concerns and the priorities of the various deaneries. I have attended
six listening sessions and have four more to go. I encourage you to be a part of these gatherings, if you are able. Thank you to those who already have taken the time to come and speak.
In addition to my visitations to congregations, these listening sessions have helped me to feel
much more quickly at home.
In the meanwhile, Diocesan Council has been working on a systemic review, which
is a report of all the different major commissions and arms of the diocese. This is
required by our canons to be done at regular intervals. I have asked a committee of
people to work with me to make more rapid use of the systemic review, which will be
received by Convention in November. They will help me to analyze what it has to say
about what is working – and what is not working – in the diocese at this time. I have
asked this group to think with me about our vision for the diocese and to consider what
needs to be strengthened and what needs to be changed. We met in April for an
overnight retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center, and we will meet one or two
more times before diocesan convention. This group will help shape the proposals that
I intend to make at diocesan convention in November. Their work with me will conclude at convention.
I am happy to hear from anybody and encourage you to contact me directly – or to attend one
of the remaining listening sessions. We'll keep you apprised of the work of this committee as
well.

– Tom Breidenthal
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Priorities and Policies
Committee members
Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr.
The Rev. Charlotte Reed, president of the Standing
Committee
Pat Ellertson, chair of the Commission on Congregational
Life
Chips Lanier, vice president of Diocesan Council
The Rev. Canon Jim Hanisian, president, Board of Trustees
The Rev. Jack Koepke, chair, Commission on Ministry
Roger Speer, youth ministry director, representing staff
The Rev. Ben Speare-Hardy, leader in the African-American
community
Deacon Top Borden, representing the vocational deacons
Debby Stokes, deputy to General Convention, member of the
Standing Committee
Alexis Kent, representing youth workers in the diocese
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IX Bishop: Consecration reflects diocese
Holding a consecration in a space designed for theater presents some challenges, acknowledged Jim Bliek, a member of
The ancient tradition of setting aside a person for servant the consecration committee. On Thursday evening, the
leadership as a bishop will be guided by the liturgy in the Book Mershon Auditorium will host an opera. The next day, Bliek
of Common Prayer. But thousands of details decided by the and his team will transform the 2,500-seat space into a church
Bishop-elect, the consecration committee and dozens of vol- setting. Fifty pots of English ivy and 50 pots of red anthyrium
unteers will reflect the Diocese of Southern Ohio, its rich tra- have been growing at a nursery in Canada, ordered especially
dition and its bold vision of moving forward in ministry and for the consecration.
The design team will use lots of light on the crosses, water
mission.
Water will play an important role throughout the service. and altar.
“We worked particularly hard to keep the altar the focus of
Seven deacons will carry in the procession bottles of purified
water from the Ohio River and six of its major tributaries. The life and movement,” said Bliek. A gold altar cloth will drape
water will be poured into a font and blessed, and then bishops the table, and the design of a specially ordered carpet is
meant to evoke the sense of streams of water flowing from
will asperge – or sprinkle – the congregation.
Water is “the medium of the sacrament of baptism,” said the altar.
Three 20-foot tall crosses will sit across the back of the stage
Bishop-elect Breidenthal. “The consecration is not really about
me but about the ministry of all the baptized. This symbolizes so that when the Bishop-elect “kneels for the ordination and
consecration, it will literally be at the
that water is an instrument of new life in
foot of the cross,” said Bliek. “We want
the body of Christ – and for re-generato create an environment so that people
tion in the world.”
know they are in sacred space.”
Asperging the congregation “is an
Even holding the event on a college
ancient custom of beginning worship
A special thanks to the
campus is significant, considering the
with a reminder of our baptism,” said
Bishop-elect's service as Dean of
the Bishop-elect. “This is a call to reConsecration Committee, who
Religious Life and of the Chapel at
commit ourselves to baptism and to
worked for months to plan and
Princeton University and his commitministry.”
carry out the service of ordination
ment to youth. In fact, on the eve of the
Indeed the offering will be given to
and consecration, as well as offer
consecration,
the
Bishop-elect,
Episcopal Relief & Development for
hospitality to guests and friends.
Presiding Bishop, Bishop Kenneth
clean water initiatives around the world.
Thank you to the chair, the Rev.
Price and others will celebrate a speThis reflects the diocese's commitment
cial Eucharist service with the youth of
to mission and the Millennium
Stephen Applegate, and
the diocese. The event at St. Stephen's,
Development Goals. Encouraging envicommittee members:
Columbus, is billed as “Celebrate 9” –
ronmental sustainability, including proa time for the youth to spend time with
viding clean water, is among the eight
James Bliek
their bishops and leaders and pray and
goals adopted by the United Nations and
Katharine Burnett
prepare for the next chapter in the life
voted as a funding and mission priority
The Rev. Richard Burnett
of Southern Ohio. The youth also will
in both the Episcopal Church and the
present gifts to the Bishop-elect during
Diocese of Southern Ohio.
The Rev. Jerome Burns
the consecration service.
Water also mirrors the diocesan
Leslie Fleming
“This is a day of celebration for both
motto, “Sicut Flumen Pax” or Peace like
David Frego
the Bishop-elect and the entire dioa river. During the procession, the conThe Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr.
cese,” said the Rev. Stephen Applegate,
gregation will sing, “I've got peace like
Marti Rideout
chair of the consecration committee
a river,” a favorite hymn of the BishopFred Taylor
and rector of St. Luke's, Granville.
elect.
“Not since September of 1988 have we
The selection of 40 pieces of music
Joan Taylor
consecrated someone who would
was an intentional labor of love, led by
Richelle Thompson
become our diocesan bishop.”
Marti Rideout, a member of the conseMichael Way
Applegate also chaired the commitcration committee. Some of the pieces
The Rev. Canon Vicki Zust
tee for Bishop Herbert Thompson's
were suggestions by the Bishop-elect,
consecration. In some ways, 19 years
such as King of Glory, King of Peace,
has a made a huge difference: for
which is often sung at General
Theological Seminary where Dr. Breidenthal taught for sever- instance, the ease of communication through e-mail and the
al years. The communion anthem, Most Glorious Lord of Life, Internet has made even broader collaboration and participation
is based on a sonnet by Edmund Spenser – the subject of Dr. possible. But in other ways, this ancient tradition of consecrating a chief pastor is no different today than in the early days of
Breidenthal's master's degree studies.
The music and musicians were chosen to reflect the vari- the Christian church.
As the Book of Common Prayer asks,
ety of the diocese, from the Rootdown Family Band playing
Will you accept this call and fulfill this trust in obedience to
Appalachian folk songs to the chancel choir of St. Philip's,
Columbus, performing the traditional South African song, Christ?
Will you be faithful in prayer, and in the study of Holy
Azisenzeni na?. Praise dancers from St. Simon's, Lincoln
Heights, will perform, as will the choirs of St. Mark's, Upper Scripture, that you may have the mind of Christ?
Will you boldly proclaim and interpret the Gospel of Christ,
Arlington and Christ Church, Glendale. Beyond the individual groups, Rideout solicited singers from each congregation enlightening the minds and stirring up the conscience of your
of the diocese to comprise a 250-voice diocesan choir. Every people?
As a chief priest and pastor, will you encourage and support
deanery is represented in the choir, which has been gatherall baptized people in their gifts and ministries, nourish them
ing at regional rehearsals to prepare for the service.
Other elements of the service also reflect priorities of the from the riches of God's grace, pray for them without ceasing,
Bishop-elect and the diocese. The Rt. Rev. Christopher and celebrate with them the sacraments of our redemption?
Will you guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church?
Epting will serve as preacher. Bishop Epting is the ecumeniWill you share with your fellow bishops in the government of
cal and interfaith officer for the Episcopal Church and signals
the importance of dialogue and work with people of all faiths. the whole Church; will you sustain your fellow presbyters and
This commitment is echoed in practical ways as well. take counsel with them; will you guide and strengthen the deaAfter the consecration service, the Roman Catholic Paulist cons and all others who minister in the Church?
Will you be merciful to all, show compassion to the poor and
Fathers will celebrate their 50th anniversary at the
Mershon. The diocese and the Paulists are sharing some strangers, and defend those who have no helper?
The answer: “I will, for the sake of Christ Jesus.”
expenses – and liturgical accoutrements such as the font.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

With gratitude

3

CONSECRATION: IX BISHOP

A GUIDE TO THE
CONSECRATION OF A BISHOP
A Consecration Eucharist is filled with symbolism and long-standing traditions.
It is a time of celebration for the new ministry of a person called to serve God and God's Church as a
bishop. It also is a time of celebration and joy for a diocese, as the people welcome their new chief pastor and leader. This primer is designed to help explain the traditions and symbolism of a Consecration.

What is apostolic succession?

A

postolic succession is the belief that bishops are the successors to the apostles – Jesus' 12 disciples – and that the authority of a bishop is derived
from the apostles by an unbroken succession in the ministry. This authority is specifically derived through the laying on of hands for the ordination of bishops. Essentially, the tradition is that the apostles laid hands upon and consecrated
bishops, who then consecrated new bishops, and so forth to today.

Why does it take three bishops to
consecrate a new bishop?

T

his long-standing tradition requires three bishops from different dioceses –
or jurisdictions – to perform the consecration. The bishops ask questions of
the bishop-elect and then lay hands upon him or her for the consecration.
All of the bishops who participate in a consecration sign the consecration certificate and a wax seal is made from each episcopal ring.

What is the role of a bishop?

A

bishop is one of the three orders of ordained ministry in the church; the
others are priest and deacon.
The traditional role of a bishop is as chief pastor of a diocese. That
means he or she is called to represent Christ to the church and is charged with
guarding the faith, unity and discipline of the Church. The bishop provides pastoral care to the clergy and to the laity and is the chief teacher of the faith. The
bishop is called to proclaim Christ to the world and to serve as a vehicle for reconciliation. The bishop also exercises a ministry of oversight and supervision
and holds “jurisdiction” in their diocese. In fact, this ministry of oversight is
echoed in the term, episcopal, which is derived from the Greek episcopos and
means overseer.
The bishop generally is the chief celebrant at worship services. In the Episcopal
system, the bishop has jurisdiction over clergy discipline, the ordination process,
and financial matters as well as other duties assigned by the canons.
Only a bishop can ordain a bishop, priest or deacon. Only a bishop can confirm
or receive someone into the church. In addition, only a bishop can consecrate a
space for worship. Bishops bless altars and fonts, and the blessing of chalices,
patens and church bells are traditionally reserved for the bishop.

?

ASK THE
BISHOP-ELECT

Bishop-elect Breidenthal meets with children from St. Luke's, Sayler Park, to answer their
questions.

What is the Presiding Bishop's role
in consecrations?

I

f the presiding bishop is present, he or she is the chief consecrator. Co-consecrators traditionally are chosen by the bishop-elect. The Presiding Bishop also
asks the bishop-elect questions about his or her commitment to the office.
Often, this task is shared with bishops from the province of which the diocese is
a part (Southern Ohio is part of Province 5 of the Episcopal Church). The questions include promises to guard the unity of the church, to boldly proclaim the
Gospel and to encourage and support all baptized people in their gifts and ministries. The bishop-elect answers these questions with, “I will, for the sake of
Christ Jesus.”

What do you have to do to become a bishop?
Cecilia Morgenstern, age 11, St. Luke's, Marietta
First, you have to be a priest and at least 30
years old. Then clergy and lay people elect a bishop who meets those requirements. Then a majority of bishops of dioceses throughout the Church
must approve of the election, as well as a majority of Standing Committees, a group made up of
clergy and laity who advise the bishop.
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My favorite colors are pink and purple.
What is your favorite color?
Shanna Harvey, age 6, St. Mark's, Dayton
(left)
Green
What is a bishop?
Kristin Amrine, age 7, St. Timothy, Anderson
Township
A bishop is a pastor for the whole diocese.

CONSECRATION: IX BISHOP
What is meant by “laying
on of hands?”

T

he literal laying on of hands – placing one's
hand on the head or shoulder of another – has
significant meaning in several sacramental
rites, including ordination and confirmation. The
physical action is an external sign of the bestowal of
God's grace.
When a bishop is ordained, other bishops join in
the laying on of hands, as priests do when a priest is
ordained, thus demonstrating the collegial nature of
the ministry.
Laying on of hands may also accompany prayers
for healing, the solemn blessing of a marriage and
other blessings.

Why do bishops generally
wear purple?

?

ASK THE
BISHOP-ELECT

O

ne simple explanation is that the “color coding” helps people differentiate between bishops and priests and deacons. Priests and deacons traditionally wear black shirts, while bishops
wear purple. So why purple?
Some believe that bishops wear purple to remind
themselves and others to repent and prepare for
Christ's second coming. Others believe that the purple color for bishops is derived from the ancient tradition of reserving the color purple for royalty and
others in authority. Purple dye was a rare and valuable thing in the ancient world; the Bible speaks of
Lydia of Tyre who was “a seller of purple,” and
Jesus told a story about “a rich man who was clothed
in purple.” Finally, some think that because in the
book of Exodus (39:1), Aaron's vestments are
described as being made of blue, purple and crimson
yarns, bishops ended up with the magenta shade of
purple that is most commonly seen today.

Do you spend much time with your children?
Cecelia Morgenstern age 11, St. Luke's, Marietta
My daughters are almost grown up, so they're involved
in lots of things that take them away from their mother
and me. But we talk to them on the phone a lot and
get together as often as possible. Lucy just spent Holy
Week and Easter with her mother and me in Cincinnati,
while Magdalene was attending class in Paris. If you
come to the consecration, you will see Magdalene as
the thurifer and Lucy as the Old Testament reader.
What do you like to eat? I like to eat hot dogs.
Sophie Darnell, age 6, St. Mark's, Dayton (left)
Just about everything, and I'm looking forward to lots of
potluck suppers at lots of churches.
What is your favorite game?
Brandon Raifstanger, age 10, Church of the Advent,
Walnut Hills
Hearts, a card game
Do bishops go on trips?
Where do they go?
Isabelle Erb, age 5, St. Luke's, Marietta
I'm not even a bishop yet, and so far, I've
been to Texas and New Orleans. Bishops
travel a lot to meet with each other and
keep connections with the worldwide
churches.
What is your favorite Bible verse?
Blaire Kennedy, 5th grade, St. Anne's, West
Chester (art at left)
The story of the transfiguration. You can find
it in three places in the Bible: in Matthew
17:1-9, Mark 9:2-20, and Luke 9:28-36.

Why are gifts presented
to the bishop during the
service?

D

ifferent gifts are traditionally presented to
the bishop as a sign of the new relationship
between the people and the bishop. This tradition is also carried out during a Celebration of
New Ministry when a congregation welcomes a
new priest. Gifts often include symbols of the
office, such as the crozier, mitre, vestments, ring,
and the Bible.
In the service for Bishop-elect Breidenthal, people
will present several gifts.
■ Bonnie Anderson, the president of the House of
Deputies, will present the Bible as a symbol of the
importance of God's word.
■ Contributions from clergy and laity from
throughout the diocese purchased several gifts: the
Episcopal ring, crozier, cope and other vestments.
■ Dr. Katherine Rohrer, the vice president for academic affairs at Princeton University, will present
the chasuble and stole on behalf of the Bishop-elect's
colleagues and friends.
■ The Rev. Thomas Mullelly, the Roman Catholic

chaplain at Princeton, will give the Bishop-elect the
pectoral cross.
■ Bishop George Councell will present the mitre
on behalf of the people of the Diocese of New
Jersey, and Bishop Mark Sisk will present the cassock on behalf of the people of the Diocese of New
York, both dioceses where Bishop-elect Breidenthal
lived and served.

What is the official title
of our new bishop?

T

he Rt. Rev. Thomas Edward Breidenthal or
Bishop Breidenthal. He is the ninth diocesan
bishop of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.

What does it mean for a
bishop to be installed at
a cathedral?

A

cathedral of a diocese takes its name from
the cathedra – which is the bishop's chair or
throne. This special chair is set aside for the
exclusive use of a bishop, and it represents his or her
teaching office among the people. Tradition says that
it is from this chair that the bishop teaches the faith.
Today, that tradition is both literal and symbolic.
Sometimes, other churches besides the cathedral
will maintain a chair for the use of a bishop when he
or she visits their parish.

Compiled by Richelle Thompson. Sources for this primer include the Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, The Book of Common
Prayer and the Anglican Church of Canada. Thanks to Jim DeLa, director of communications of the Diocese of Southwest Florida
and Melodie Woerman, director of communications of the Diocese of Kansas, for contributing to this primer.
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THE JOURNEY

From the past to the future: a look at the episcopate in Southern Ohio
January 13, 1875: The founding convention of the new Diocese of Southern Ohio meets in
Trinity Church, Columbus. After settling on a name (dismissing calls for Diocese of Cincinnati or
Diocese of Columbus), the election of a bishop is next. According to Bishop John M. Krumm's
book, Flowing Like a River, the election “took place against a background of tension and controversy which was not equaled again until the excitement over the prayer book and the ordination of woman a century later. The struggle centered on the theological implications of infant
baptism and on the growing use of some of the ceremonies of the medieval church.”
Thomas Jaggar, a well-known evangelical, is elected on the fourth ballot, with 15 votes. In
the first five years of his episcopate, Bishop Jaggar increases the number of clergy from
39 to 51 and the number of congregations from 48 to 67. With his support, women of
the diocese establish Children's Hospital.

January, 1887: At the request of
Bishop Jaggar, who has fallen ill, the
diocese elects an assistant bishop, the
Rev. Dr.William R. Huntington. He
declines the election. In May, the diocese elects another assistant, who also
declines the election. During a special
convention in October, the Rev. Boyd
Vincent is elected assistant
bishop on the
third ballot. He is
consecrated on
January 25,
1889, and
essentially leads
the diocese
despite not being
named diocesan
bishop until 1904, when Bishop Jaggar
formally resigns his title. Bishop Vincent
establishes St. Paul's Church in
Cincinnati as the cathedral of the diocese and announces that William
Cooper Procter has given money to
develop an endowment for the salary
of the episcopate. During the early
years of Bishop Vincent's episcopate,
Eva Matthews founds a women's religious order in Glendale called the
Convent of the Transfiguration.

1993: Bishop Thompson calls for a
bishop suffragan. The next year, the
diocese elects West Virginia native
Kenneth L. Price Jr. Bishop Price is
active in social justice issues and
congregational development. In the
national and worldwide church, he
serves on key committees, including as the secretary of the House of
Bishops. Bishop Price is instrumental in bringing General Convention
to Columbus in 2006.
November, 2003: Bishop
Thompson announces his intentions
to retire at the end of 2005. A
nominating committee is formed,
chaired by Mike Krug of Church of
the Redeemer, Hyde Park.

1979:
Elected
coadjutor
in 1979,
Bishop
Black
becomes
the
diocesan
bishop
the next
year.
Along
with his
fierce Archdeacon Morry
Hollenbaugh, Bishop Black
delights the Appalachian region
by their crusade for an end to
second-hand status for
Appalachian people and culture
in this state. The bishops appoint
several black clergy to senior
staff positions in the diocese,
starting with Archdeacon
Lorentho Wooden.

Bishop
Price
lays
hands
upon
Jane
Gerdsen,
ordaining her
to the
priesthood in
2006.

November, 2005: Convention delegates bid farewell to Bishop Thompson and vote to have
Bishop Price serve as ecclesiastical authority until the consecration of IX Bishop.

2000

1900

1912: Bishop Vincent calls for a coadjutor. The Rt. Rev. Peter T. Rowe, missionary bishop of Alaska, is
elected unanimously by the laity and only lost one vote among the clergy, but he declines the election. In
December, a special convention elects the Rev. Theodore Irving Reese, rector of Trinity, Columbus, as its
coadjutor. For 19 years, Bishop Reese is coadjutor, apparently enjoying the role of assistant so much that
he persuades the House of Bishops to reject Bishop Vincent's request for retirement for four additional
years.
The two men have an extraordinary relationship: Bishop Vincent travels throughout Europe and the Middle
East, laying the groundwork for what will become the World Council of Churches. He also oversees much
of the ministry in the Cincinnati area. Bishop Reese - a workaholic - always “emphasized that his chief
concern was to get to know the clergy and people of the diocese … To this end he always spent 24 hours
in a congregational visitation, meeting on Saturday with vestry, youth groups, women's groups, as well as
making visits to sick and shut-ins , and spending some time with the priest and his family.”

January, 1957: Bishop Hobson
announces his intention to retire in two
years. The next year, the Very Rev. Roger
Wilson Blanchard, dean of St. John's
Cathedral in Jacksonville, Fla., is elected on the third ballot. Writes Bishop
Krumm: “The election came at a time
of unusual tension and high emotion
over patriotism and anticommunism in
the nation.” The beloved Bishop
Hobson continues to live in Cincinnati,
making the transition more difficult for
Bishop Blanchard. But the fifth bishop
of Southern Ohio tackles many major
controversies. He is remembered today
for his vision and personal courage in
seeking redress for the poverty and
oppression of black Americans. When
riots erupt in Cincinnati after the
assassination of Martin Luther King,
Blanchard gives up his sabbatical
plans to attend the Lambeth
Conference. Instead, he takes an office
in Cincinnati City Hall and leads the
city's efforts to improve race relations
and economic justice.

1929: By this time, both bishops of Southern Ohio are gravely ill. When the
House of Bishops finally accepts Bishop Vincent's retirement, it is obvious that
as soon as Bishop Reese becomes diocesan bishop, he will have to call for
the election of a coadjutor. Indeed Bishop Reese dies four years later.

May 30, 1930: Henry Wise Hobson is consecrated as bishop coadjutor. Again,
Southern Ohio's history comes into play, and the first person elected turns
down the position. William Cooper Procter of the Procter & Gamble family gathers a group of layman to conduct a search of viable candidates. When Procter
meets Hobson, he is convinced “this was the man,” writes Bishop Krumm.
Elected at the age of 39, Bishop Hobson arrives in a diocese demoralized
by the depression and the declining health of Bishop Reese. Hobson
spearheads the Forward Movement, which was adopted by the National
Church as its banner for spiritual renewal in the depths of the Depression.
Forward Movement Publications, still based in Cincinnati, provides daily
Bible readings and reflections, the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, and inexpensive theological and practical materials used by people all over the world.
Bishop Hobson transforms an Airstream trailer into St. Paul's Wayside
Cathedral. He and his staff travel throughout Southern Ohio, stopping in
towns and farm fields to have church. Bishop Hobson sets a succession
of daring fundraising goals, each of which enable the diocese to significantly expand its ministry.
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1971: Southern Ohio
elects its sixth bishop,
John M. Krumm.
Under his leadership,
ordained women are
welcomed in the diocese in the late
1970s and 80s at a
time when many other
dioceses are bitterly
divided or refuse to
admit women priests.
Bishop Krumm and
his successor, William
Grant Black, continue
the work of fighting
against racism and
discrimination.

June 11, 1988: The diocese elects its eighth bishop on the first ballot: Herbert Thompson, a black
priest from the Diocese of Long Island. As coadjutor, then diocesan, Bishop Thompson plays critical
roles in the
community
and the
national
church,
leading a
Summit on
Racism in
Cincinnati
and serving
as chair of
the Board of
the Church
Pension
Fund. In
1997, he is
nominated
for presiding
bishop and
leads on the
first ballot.
Bishop
Thompson
continues the work of early bishops in strengthening ties to the Anglican Communion by establishing relationships with the Anglican Church in
Nigeria, New Zealand and the Windward Islands.

January, 2005:
The Nominating
Committee
announces the
nominees for IX
Bishop. Two
months later, the
House of
Bishops issues a
moratorium of
the consents to
any new elections.

July, 2006: The Nominating Committee announces the
new slate of nominees. They are: The Rev. Thomas
Edward Breidenthal, the Rev. Robert Certain, the Rev.
Susan Goff, the Rev. Jack Koepke, and the Rev. James
Lemler. The Rev. George Hill and the Rt. Rev. Kenneth L.
Price Jr. are nominees by petition. By this time, all of the
nominees from the first slate have withdrawn their
names.

Fall, 2006: The
nominees visit with
the diocese in a
series of question
and answer gatherings. On Nov. 11 in
Portsmouth, the
convention elects
the Rev. Thomas
Edward Breidenthal
as the IX Bishop of
Southern Ohio. He
accepts the election on that day
and invites the diocese to dream and
imagine the future
and their shared
ministry.

June, 2005: The
Diocese of
Southern Ohio
holds a special
convention, originally planned to
be an electing
convention, at
Procter Camp &
Conference
Center.
Delegates decide
to delay the election and ask the
nominating committee to launch
a second search.
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April 28, 2007: The consecration of IX Bishop of
Southern Ohio at the
Mershon Auditorium on
the campus of The Ohio
State University.

Compiled by
Richelle
Thompson
Sources:
Flowing Like a
River by John
M. Krumm,
The History of
the Episcopal
Church in Ohio
by Ariel Miller.

INTERCHANGE
‘God isn’t just in church’

news from the
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio

Youth describe their discoveries on mission trips
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Whatever way you support the Youth-2-Mission
Gala, you'll be opening up a life-changing experience
for young Episcopalians – one that bears fruit in
deepened faith and a dedication of their gifts to serve
the church and the wider world.
Five teens who have participated in parish mission
trips – Chelsea Powell of St. Paul's Oakwood, Esther
and Nick Wantsala of Ascension and Holy Trinity,
Zach Cornelisson of St. Timothy's, and Ware
Carlton-Ford of Redeemer – reveal some of the ways
these cross-cultural encounters have jolted them out
of longstanding perceptions and preoccupations,
opening up a new understanding of their own vocations. In their journeys they have embraced some of
the most ancient Christian virtues – often learned
from the example of the people they went to serve.

Above: Youth work
on rehabbing a
house during a
mission trip.
Left: Youth from
St. Paul's,
Oakwood, travel
each summer to
Athens for a work
trip.

Hospitality
Chelsea Powell embarked on her first mission trip
intent on learning home repair. Entering a ramshackle
house in Appalachian Ohio, Chelsea was astonished by
the gracious reception she received. “I was focused more
on the building and the repairs,” she recalls. “I hadn't
expected that part of the process was getting to know the
people. I felt enormous culture shock seeing the conditions in which they lived, but discovered they were very
much people despite not having as much as I and my
friends. They were very nice to let us come through their
house and dig through nooks and crannies.”
As one of three teens visiting El Salvador on a delegation from Ascension & Holy Trinity in suburban
Wyoming, Esther Wantsala remembers exactly what
she was thinking as she picked her way through
flocks of indignant chickens toward the hut where
she would be sleeping that night. “Oh, we really are
not in Cincinnati,” she recalls, laughing.
Her hosts were peasants struggling to rebuild their
lives after being driven from their homes during El
Salvador's devastating civil war. “I was thinking we
were going to sleep on the floor, but they said no,
sleep in the bed, and it was their bed,” she says.
“How different we are! In America, we don't do that
– have people over and give them our own bed.
Everything they gave, they gave freely.”

Honoring Christ in the Other
Young people often become witnesses to the values of
those they go to serve. “The whole experience is remarkable, the exposure to a culture which is very different
from ours,” says Ware Carlton-Ford of Redeemer, who
made his first trip to Navajoland last summer. “There are
no curse words in Navajo. There aren't even any words
that are automatically insulting, not even words like 'stupid.' The Navajo are a lot more easygoing and peaceful
than we are. It's hard to come back.”
Esther came to the United States at the age of 3 as
a refugee from Uganda's civil war. She is used to
indifference or stereotypes about Africa from fellow
students in Glendale. But the children she talked to in
rural El Salvador “asked about my culture and they
listened with interest. They really wanted to know.
These children already had so much knowledge
about America but they didn't judge us. We judge a
lot, but they didn't seem to have any prejudices.”

Give youth a mission!
The National and World Mission Commission is building a
scholarship fund to open the way for youth from any congregation of this diocese to go on mission trips.
Your support will give youth the opportunity to develop
insight, Christ-centered priorities, and leadership in cross-cultural contexts from Appalachia to settings as eye-opening as
the Gulf Coast, Russia, Navajoland, or Honduras.
Here are the ways you can help:
■ Buy raffle tickets! You could win tickets to a Reds baseball
game with Bishop-Elect Tom Breidenthal and his wife Margaret
this summer. Raffle tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10.
■ Come to the Youth-2-Mission Gala on May 11, hosted by
Bishop Price and Bishop-Elect Breidenthal at the RSVP
Center in Loveland. Tickets are $75 each. You can sit at the
bishops' table for $200 a person. Or, put together a table of
with fellow parishioners (8 seats) for $575.
■ Can't come but value the cause? You can send a contribution
by check or use your credit card online. Any amount is welcome!
To order tickets or contribute: send your check to the attention of LaVerne Montgomery, St. Thomas Church, 100 Miami
Ave., Terrace Park 45174. Please make checks payable to
the Diocese of Southern Ohio, with Youth-2-Mission on the
memo line, and specify how many seats and/or raffle tickets
you would like. You can also contribute and/or place an
order online by going to www.episcopal-dso.org and clicking
on the link for Youth-2-Mission.

Simplicity
Like Chelsea, Zach Cornelisson of St. Timothy's in
suburban Anderson was shocked at first by the deprivation he saw on his first work trip to El Hogar School
in Honduras. “I had volunteered at soup kitchens in
Cincinnati, but this was the first time I had experienced poverty at this level,” he says. “But it was
amazing meeting the kids and seeing their joy and
passion for life despite their situation.” Later he went
on the diocesan youth delegation to Sablino, Russia,
organized by MVERN (Miami Valley Russian
Episcopal Network). “I saw the same thing in Russia.
We were guests of a family who had worked very
hard for five years to remodel their house to get it to
a point of the most basic amenities. They were very
proud of it. The concept of credit didn't exist for these
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families: everything they had was theirs.”
Because of her experiences in Appalachia, “I try
not to take things that I have for granted,” adds
Chelsea. “I also realize that I may not have as much
spiritually as the people I met in Athens, because the
fast pace of our lives can be a distraction.”

Christian fellowship
“God isn't just in church. Taking a break from
hammering shingles on the roof, I looked down on all
the people working on the house, and I saw God in
everyone working together to help out,” Chelsea
says. “As part of our church, I come back with a different sense of my faith, and feel very proud to have
been a participant on the parish mission trips. This
has become a tradition at St. Paul's, and it's growing.
There are regulars, but it brings out different people
each year and people I wouldn't necessarily see on
Sundays. A lot of the teens don't always come to
church, but they get really involved in the summer. It
helps to be physically active in your faith.”
Ware spent a week sharing a very small space with a
lot of people in sleeping bags in the parish house at Our
Lady of the Moonlight in Navajoland. “Physically
sharing spaces forces you to get to know each other
really well when you spend a week together in a
group,” he says wryly. “People have to rely on each
other for different skills. The experience is much more
team-oriented and group-oriented.” He built unexpected bonds with parishioners he had not known well
before, as did Zach, who on his first trip to Honduras
was almost 40 years younger than the next youngest
delegation member. “I had a great time, and I have a
great connection with the adults in the church,” he says.

Gifts and vocation
“It was a great experience to go outside your boundary to someone else's world and help them,” says eighthgrader Nicholas Wantsala, Esther's younger brother, who
took his first mission trip last summer to Martins Ferry.
“It gives you a greater purpose to what you're known to.”

PLEASE SEE MISSION, PAGE 13

NEWS

Low wages and foreclosures key
factors in Ohio homelessness
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Earlier this year, the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development released its first Annual
Homeless Assessment Report to
Congress – its first estimate of the
scope of homelessness since 1984.
Using data collected two years earlier,
HUD estimates that 754,000
Americans are homeless on any given
night including over 16,000 men,
women, and children in Ohio.
Counting the homeless population
is notoriously difficult, but Ohio housing experts contacted for this story
were unanimous in saying that the
HUD figures are probably an underestimate.
“The definition of homelessness
does not include people who are temporarily homeless or find themselves
on someone's couch,” says Cathy
Johnston of the Coalition on Housing
and
Homelessness
in
Ohio
(COHHIO). “Particularly in the winter, if it's really cold, people will take
people in.”
Americans are used to seeing
addicts or mentally ill people sleeping
on the street, but an increasing number
of the homeless are working people,
many with children.
“There a huge portion of working
people who are homeless because
their wages aren't sufficient. People
think it's just panhandlers, but no,
there are many who work and who
just can't afford an apartment,” says
Johnston. “Ohio is just about to reach
11 years in being below the national
average in job growth. What we seem
to be growing in Ohio is poor people.”
Rural Madison County is winning
statewide attention for its excellent
work in developing a 10-year plan to
end homelessness, but the planners are
coming up against a growing gap
between wages and the cost of housing.

St. John's, Town Street, reaches out to the homeless population in Columbus with a
weekly Street Church service. Led by the Rev. Lee Anne Reat, members of the congregation celebrate Eucharist with the homeless and serve a light meal on the streets of
downtown Columbus.
“That's our number one problem in She was divorced, living with her
Madison County,” says team member mom in a trailer, the mom died, and
Twyla McNamara, head of Ministry the trailer was repossessed.”
for Community, an ecumenical partOhio has the largest proportion of
nership in which parishioners of mortgages ending in foreclosure of
Trinity, London, play key leadership any state. “The number is climbing
roles. “All of our industries hire from and will continue to climb,” says
temp agencies, generally for jobs pay- attorney Elizabeth Brown, Executive
ing $8 an hour and no benefits. You Director of Cincinnati's Housing
need to make over $12 an hour to Opportunities Made Equal (HOME)
afford housing here.”
and a member of Christ Church
A growing number of the homeless Cathedral. “A lot of cases are folks
are people who had been homeown- who had marginal incomes. Any small
ers, like the family who recently disruption in income can make them
turned to McNamara in desperation. lose that house. Many landlords will
“The husband had lost his job – he not rent to people who have been forewas looking everywhere for another. closed upon.”
They had owned a home, had five
A major cause of foreclosure is
children, and had to file bankruptcy. I predatory lending – especially ramhope I got them connected – it's usual- pant in Ohio. Ohio's housing and
ly easier to find help for families with homelessness coalition has been leadchildren,” says McNamara. “Then ing advocacy efforts to strengthen the
there was a woman who lost her job. state's anti-usury laws.

Kids host
“Hot dogs for
Habitat”
The children at St. Mark's, Dayton, are learning important lessons about
how even the youngest people can help others. The preschool thru 2nd
grade Sunday School class hosted a “Hot dogs for Habitat” lunch as a
fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity. The kids served hot dogs, chips, vegetables and dessert in exchange for donations that Dayton Deanery
churches will use for a planned Habitat for Humanity project. The kids all
signed a check for $385 and presented it to the congregation.
Congratulations, kids!
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Tools to fight homelessness
The impacts of homelessness are devastating:
physical danger, illness, emotional stress and
conflict, major academic setbacks for children,
the need to amass enough cash to pay security
deposits and first and last months' rent and
replacing essential furnishings and belongings
lost during eviction or fleeing domestic violence.
“It is so much more valuable to prevent homelessness in the first place,” says Christ Church Cathedral
member Elizabeth Brown, one of Cincinnati's most
experienced advocates for affordable housing.
The following are some strategies that are being
successfully used by churches, other non-profits
and/or local governments:
Emergency rental or mortgage assistance:
Churches can do a great deal by providing
emergency cash to prevent evictions, then helping people in crisis negotiate with landlords or
mortgage lenders to work out a manageable
payment plan while the family gets back on its
feet.
Foreclosure prevention hotline, 1-888-995HOPE is open 24 hours a day to connect callers
to intensive budget advice, referral and help
negotiating with lenders. This service also links to
the Ohio Home Rescue Fund created by the Ohio
Department of Development. The Fund is “part of
a larger foreclosure prevention program that
includes a public education campaign, counseling, loss mitigation for the community, lenders
and homeowners, and training for non-profit
counselors and consumers.”
www.odod.state.oh.us/cdd/htf/
Ohio Housing Trust Fund: COHHIO and other
advocates succeeded in 2004-05 in winning
legislation to create a dedicated state funding
stream (from recorder's fees) that ensures more
than $50 million a year to provide grants to
Ohio communities for rehab or construction of
affordable housing, homelessness prevention,
emergency shelter, transitional and supportive
housing. www.odod.state.oh.us/cdd/htf/
Low-income Housing Tax Credits: Churches and
other non-profits can apply for tax credits which
can be used to leverage private capital into new
construction or acquisition and rehabilitation of
affordable housing. St. Thomas, Terrace Park was
the first institution in Greater Cincinnati to use this
tool, developing the 100-unit Thomaston Woods
apartments in Clermont County in the late 1980s.
There is a primer at this link: National Association
of Housing and Rehabilitation Officials,
http://www.nahro.org/ home/resource/credit.html
HUD grants for senior housing: HUD funding for
affordable housing development is extremely limited, with grants targeting senior citizens the most
attainable. Episcopal Retirement Homes is
mounting a major initiative across the diocese.
For more information, contact Paul Scheper at
513.271.9610 or pscheper@erhinc.com
– Compiled by Ariel Miller

NEWS

PUBLIC POLICY NOTES
Last month, we explored the domestic issues priorities of the Episcopal Office of Government
Relations. This month, I'll share with you some of the
international issues that are top priorities for this
office
1. Iraq War: Of all the legislative issues, our
Washington office has received more communication
on this subject than any other issue. The House has
passed a non-binding resolution expressing support
for our troops but opposing the President's plan for
additional troops. The office continues to work hard
making the position of our church and the opinions of
our members known to our legislators.
2, AIDS and World Poverty: $1.4 billion has been
preserved in the budget for increases in the fight
against AIDS and poverty around the world. Given
our emphasis on the Millennium Development
Goals, attention is now focused on pressing for new
legislation for debt cancellation and economic
empowerment for women in poor countries (Called
the GROWTH Act.)

3. Northern Uganda:
Contact is continuing with
Anglican leaders in that
region in an attempt to end
the longstanding conflict in
that country. The office is
also working with advocates
in Washington to press for
more concerted leadership
from the U.S. Government
4. Darfur: The situation
here continues without critically needed international
responses, and our office continues to work untiringly with other advocates to secure the humanitarian
and peacekeeping funds for Darfur included in the
president's budget request and supplemental spending bill.
5. Middle East: The Presiding Bishop recently participated in a meeting with Secretary of State
Condoleeza Rice and five Christian, Jewish and

JEFFREY S.
PRICE

Muslim leaders to discuss the need for a sustained
US effort to resolve the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.
6. Iran: Our Washington director recently
returned from an ecumenical trip to Iran where the
group met with the Iranian President and other key
leaders to lobby for face-to-face talks among government leaders of both countries and more people
to people exchanges.
Attention by the Office of Government Relations
is given to issues lifted up by our church in
Convention or Executive Council as concerns.
Although the staff is most effective in their efforts,
their job is made much easier when legislators hear
directly from their constituents. If you have an opinion on any of the above issues and wish to be heard
by either our Washington office or your legislator,
please contact Jeffrey Price at 614.354.9920 or at
jeffrey_price@episcopal-dso.org, and I will give you
information on how to reach them directly.
Jeffrey S. Price is director of public policy for the diocese.

Celebration of New Ministry
St. Anne's, West Chester, pulled out all the stops, choirs and hand bells to
celebrate the installation of the Rev. Jeff Bunke as their third rector. Bishopelect Tom Breidenthal presided over the installation service, held on March
25. Bunke's commitment
to mutual ministry was
evident in the laying on of
hands by the entire congregation present (pictured at left) and the participation of more than 80
families in the presentation of gifts from various
parish groups (pictured at
right). After the service, an
overflow crowd celebrated
with a reception in the
Parish Hall.
Bunke and his wife, Kaye, moved from Florida after he served 15 years as
rector of Grace Episcopal Church in Port Orange. The Bunkes have participated in 13 “Meet and Greet” evenings of refreshment and conversation with
more than 180 parishioners.

NEWS NOTES
St. Edward's joins recycling program
The Church of St. Edward, Whitehall, is joining a paper recycling program.
They now have a large yellow recycling bin onsite for people and businesses in
the community to use. Paper products may include newspapers, magazines, catalogs, notebooks, envelopes, paperback books and shredded paper (in plastic or
garbage bags).
The project is a way to reinforce commitment of stewardship of the earth and
its natural resources. The nominal proceeds will benefit youth projects, vacation
bible school and other education programs.
On April 29, St. Edward's has invited the community to a 10 a.m. worship service and coffee hour forum to learn more about recycling and to discuss the commitment of stewardship to the earth. Refreshments will be served, and there will
be door prizes and games. Contact: 614.861.1777.

Standing Committee reports
The Standing Committee met on March 30 at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. As this was a joint meeting of the Standing Committee and the
Commission on Ministry, most of the day was spent interviewing people in the
ordination process. In a brief business meeting, we voted to consent to the consecration of the Rev. Shannon Johnston as Bishop Coadjutor in the Diocese of
Virginia. St. Luke's, Granville, requested an increase in their encumbrance from
$428,000 to $470,000 in order to purchase their parish hall from the village of
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Granville, which the Standing Committee approved. We received reports from
the Commission on Ministry and consented to the ordination of the people presented to us by the commission. The next meeting of the Standing Committee is
May 17. Questions about the actions of the Standing Committee can be
addressed to the Rev. Charlotte Collins Reed at 937.323.8651 or
charlotte.reed@cecspfldoh.org.

ECSF awards grants
At its March meeting, the Episcopal Community Services Foundation board
approved a total of $7,865 in grants for three new ministries started by congregations in this diocese since January. The grants are:
■ $3,000 to St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, for a new tutoring and academic enrichment program in collaboration with the Lincoln Heights Elementary
School;
■ $2,990 to Good Shepherd, Athens, for the Creation Justice ministry, which
will teach participants about the impact of coal extraction and burning on the
environment of the Ohio River Valley, equip them to do energy audits of homes
and foster the use of compact fluorescent bulbs to reduce energy consumption and
home electric bills; and
■ $1,875 to St. Stephen's, Cincinnati, for start-up costs of a new non-profit, the
Mount Healthy Alliance, to implement joint social service ministry as a breakthrough collaboration of Mount Healthy churches spanning a great diversity of
theological outlooks and social and economic background.

NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati West
Several parishioners from Ascension & Holy
Trinity, Wyoming, will be traveling to the Ichthus
Music Festival in Wilmore, Kentucky in June. The
festival is held each year in this small town near
Asbury College and features contemporary
Christian music and speakers. More than 100
artists with music in a variety of genres from pop
to gospel, rock 'n roll and hip hop are scheduled to
perform. Ichthus has been described as a
“Woodstock for Christians.” Information about
the festival can be found at www.ichthusfestival.org.
Christ Church, Glendale, is sponsoring a
blood drive on May 14. Donations can be made at
the Hoxworth Blood Donation center in
Springdale at 11812 Springfield Pike. Call
513.451.0910 to make a donation at this or any
other blood donation center. Please mention you're
donating for Christ Episcopal Church.

Columbus
The women at All Saints, New Albany, held a
Quiet Day in March. The day was focused on
prayer and reflection. The event opened with a
coffee social and a craft, followed by a service of
Celtic Morning Prayer. Each woman had a period
of quiet time for spiritual readings and prayer, and
several women presented a biography of a saint.
Then after more individual quiet time, all reconvened for Celtic afternoon prayer and closing. The
women left spiritually refreshed and with a greater
sense of community.
The SPY (St. Peter Youth) group at St. Peter,
Delaware, is holding a cookie bake-off. Teams
(which include members of the whole family) will
compete to see who can create the best cookie.
Then all the cookies will be donated to the
American Red Cross for a blood drive.
Instead of collecting individual donations for
the diocesan gifts for the Bishop-elect, St. Luke,
Granville, held a fun raffle to collect a parish-wide
donation. Each raffle prize represented one of the
gifts that will be given to the bishop. A list of raf-

fle prizes included a wool purse to represent the
crozier (representative of bishop as shepherd), a
gift certificate to a fitness class to develop your
pecs (pectoral cross), a rain poncho (cope), a
phone card (ring – get it?), a hat (mitre) and a bottle of wine and bakery gift certificate (bread and
wine). All the raffle proceeds were donated to the
gift fund for the Bishop-elect.
The famous annual Ham Loaf Dinner at
Trinity, London, will be April 29 at 11:15 a.m.
Proceeds of this community dinner benefit feeding
ministries. For more information or directions, call
Trinity at 740.852.9298.

Dayton
Women's Movie Night will be held at Christ
Church, Dayton, on May 4. Ladies are invited to
join together for the movie, which will be chosen
by those planning to attend. Feel free to bring a
snack. For more information, call the church at
937.223.2239.
The prayer shawl knitting group from St. Paul,
Oakwood, joined with knitters at Canterbury
Court Retirement Community for an afternoon of
fellowship. The St. Paul knitters traveled to
Canterbury Court, where they joined the residents
for Holy Eucharist in the chapel and then took a
tour of the facility and its amenities. The rest of the
afternoon was spent knitting together and getting
acquainted with each other.
The ECW at St. Margaret, Trotwood, sponsored a Mother/Daughter/Grandmother/Friends
spring luncheon on April 22. The menu featured
various salads and luscious desserts. The theme
for the event was: “We've come this far by faith,”
and guest speaker was the Rev. Dr. Lois Fortson, a
retired United Methodist minister and mother of
four sons. The ECW weekend concluded with the
Rev. Rosa Brown Autry of the Church of Our
Saviour, Cincinnati, serving as the guest preacher
at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

Hocking Valley
Church of the Good Shepherd, Athens, has
begun the Blog of the Good Shepherd on their

Congratulations to Dick Loveland, St. Patrick,
Dublin, who was honored by the Ohio State Bar
Association Central division for his 50 years in the
practice of law.
The Rev. Tom Timmons, retired priest of the diocese, was honored by the Madison County Board of
MR/DD with the Dorothy Allison Lifetime
Achievement Award for his ongoing commitment to
improving the lives of people with disabilities.
Elise Knueven, parishioner at St. James,
Westwood, and a junior at Walnut Hills High School,
performed with the Walnut Hills Chamber Orchestra
at the Lincoln Center in New York City in the 2007
National Orchestra Cup. Walnut Hills was one of only
15 other high schools is the country to earn an invitation to this competition. Knueven plays violin with the
orchestra.
Congratulations Rachel Marie Schwartz, Ellen
Puthoff and Arielle Patty, all of Trinity, Troy, who
were selected for membership into the Troy chapter of
the National Honor Society.
The Rev. Michael Ellis, a priest licensed to officiate in the diocese, received a letter of commendation
and an award for having served more than 1,000 hours
as a volunteer visitation chaplain at Riverside
Methodist Hospital.
parish website. The blog is intended to add more
interactive features to the website and reach more
audiences with the Good News. Parishioners with
websites, blogs, MySpace and Facebook sites are
invited to link to the blog to increase the numbers
of people bearing witness in cyberspace. Check
out the blog from the Good Shepherd website or
directly at http://gsathens.blogspot.com.

Miami River
The J2A “Junktique” sale at St. Anne, West
Chester, was a huge success, raising $3,600 to
help cover the costs of the upcoming J2A (Journey
to Adulthood) pilgrimage to Italy. Many St. Anne
parishioners pitched in to help the teens with sorting, pricing and selling the items, truly making it a
parish effort in supporting the youth.

Northeast
St. Luke, Marietta, participated in the Greater
Marietta Ministerial Association's annual Walk of
Fitness on Good Friday. The walk began at St.
Luke's, and then proceeded to four other congregations in Marietta. The walk between each
church was about 25- to 30-minutes long. Walkers
gave witness to their faith by walking with a cross
from church to church on the day our Lord made
his way to Calgary and his eventual crucifixion.

Ohio River
During Lent, children in the Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd program at Christ Church
Cathedral were called to action and to learn ways
to preserve and enjoy the gifts of God and take
steps to conserve the planet. The children started a
program to recycle the church's office paper and
service bulletins. On Earth Day, April 22, the children conducted a worship service to celebrate the
gifts of creation while praying for the healing of
the Earth. After the service, the children sold canvas shopping bags decorated with their own original art. All profits will be used to help battle global warming. For more information, contact the
cathedral at 513.621.1817.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information
about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese? Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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[Episcopal News Service] An Executive Council work group,
appointed by Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori and House
of Deputies President Bonnie Anderson, has begun considering the
role, responsibilities and potential response of the Executive Council
to the issues raised by the recent communiqué from the Primates of
the Anglican Communion.
The Executive Council called for the work group via Resolution
EC008, passed at its March meeting in Portland, Oregon.
The work group members are Bishop David Alvarez (Diocese of
Puerto Rico); Bishop Jon Bruno (Diocese of Los Angeles); the Rev.
Dr. Ian Douglas (Diocese of Massachusetts; Sherry Denton (Diocese
of Western Kansas); Dr. Delbert Glover (Diocese of Western
Massachusetts); the Rev. Canon Mark Harris (Diocese of Delaware);
the Rev. Gay Jennings (Diocese of Ohio); the Rev. Timothy
Kimbrough (Diocese of North Carolina); and Bishop Stacy Sauls
(Diocese of Lexington). Resolution EC008 named Anderson, who is
also vice president of Executive Council, to chair the work group.
(Jefferts Schori is president of Executive Council.) Sally Johnson,
Anderson's chancellor, is a consultant to the work group.
Anderson convened the group by conference call for the first time
on April 4. The members reviewed a draft foundational working
paper, compiled at Anderson's request. After a final review by the
group, the resulting draft will be used as the foundational working
document regarding the role and responsibilities of Executive
Council, Anderson said.
The Primates' Communiqué, issued February 19 at the end of their

meeting in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, raised issues involving governance
of the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. The church's
House of Bishops said March 20 that the Primates' proposed “Pastoral
Scheme,” meant to deal with Episcopalians who objected to certain
church decisions, “would be injurious to The Episcopal Church.” The
bishops urged that the Executive Council decline to participate in it.
“The EC008 task group will have a report at the June meeting of
the Executive Council. The report will be in the form of a response
to the Primates' Communiqué. The response will be considered by
Executive Council at that time,” Anderson said.
Also at their March meeting in Texas, the House of Bishops asked
its Theology Committee to develop a teaching guide for consideration of the Primates' Communiqué. The bishops anticipate this guide
will be available by late May for use by bishops and dioceses in
preparation for the September meeting of the House of Bishops.
Anderson said that, at the suggestion of the Presiding Bishop, she
has been in touch with Alabama Bishop Henry Parsley, chair of the
House of Bishops Theology Committee, about that committee's
work.
The Executive Council carries out programs and policies adopted
by the General Convention and oversees the ministry and mission of
the Church. The council is comprised of 38 members, 20 of whom
(four bishops, four priests or deacons, and 12 lay people) are elected
by General Convention and 18 (one clergy and one lay) by provincial synods, plus the Presiding Bishop and the president of the House
of Deputies.

SCHOLAR’S CORNER
I have gotten to know some Jews and Muslims who have
impressed me with their love for God and their dedication to
doing God’s will. Frankly, they seem just as spiritual and close to
God as the most saintly Christians I have ever known or read
about. And yet almost every church teaches that only Christians
will go to heaven and that all non-Christians are living in darkness without any knowledge or experience of God. I don’t want to
be a heretic, but my experience suggests that non-Christians can
have a real spirituality and love for God without believing in
Christ. Can you help me out of my quandary?
I sympathize with your sense of
being torn between Christian doctrine
and your own experience. I don’t
want to be considered a heretic by the
vast majority of Christians either for
holding that it is possible for a nonChristian to have a knowledge of God
and a heart given to God (which suggests that that individual will continue in faithful relationship to God
beyond death).
We know the verses “I am the Way
and the Truth and the Life. No one
comes to the Father except through
me” (John 14:6) and “There is no
other name under heaven given
among mortals by which we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12), and there are
other verses that can be cited to support the traditional position that only
those who put their faith in Christ
before they die end up in heaven.
And yet some of us have met Jews
and Muslims and maybe other nonChristians whose love for God and
trust in God’s love and goodness, and

without having
any place in their
thinking
for
Jesus and disagreeing with
what are for us
essential
Christian doctrines.
How can this
be? If you can
stay with me for
a few minutes, I
think I can show you.
Difference of opinion among
Christians is a fact. We differ on how
Christ is present in the Eucharist,
whether or not infants should be baptized and on the correct form of
church government—just to take a
few examples. And yet many
Christians are willing to grant the
name and status of “Christian” to at
least some people who they do not
agree with on every issue. Most
Baptists, for instance, will grant that
as long as a person has accepted
Christ as Savior, they are saved and
going to heaven, even if they are, say,
a Methodist and therefore are wrong
about infant baptism. Such a
Methodist’s heart is right with God
even though they hold a mistaken
doctrine.
If we can extend this distinction
between a heart that is right with God
and a mind that holds mistaken ideas
from Methodists to Roman Catholics....

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

whose love, joy, and peace, are undeniable. And the idea that such people,
however rare they are (and they are
rare among churchgoers too, I am
afraid) would after a life of living for
God and loving God be disowned by
God and excluded from heaven does
seem extremely unjust and cruel and
incompatible with both God’s justice
and God’s mercy.
My approach is to trust my perception of piety and spirituality and
nobility wherever I find it and to
accept it as a fact. Others may be comfortable dismissing the spirituality of
non-Christians as a sham or as hollow,
but I am not.
So I am led to conclude that people
who have mistaken beliefs (for instance,
rejecting the Trinity, the Incarnation, the
Atonement and the Resurrection, as
Jews and Muslims do) can nevertheless
love God (as they conceive of God) and
serve God (as they understand God’s
will) and have a spiritual life that is as
deep and real as that of some Christians
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You see where I am going. If a
Protestant can accept the idea of a
Roman
Catholic—any
Roman
Catholic—ending up in heaven despite
holding mistaken Roman Catholic
beliefs, might it be possible to do the
same with Jews? And if with Jews, who
share so many beliefs with Christians,
why not with Muslims, who also share
many beliefs with us? I have not personally known enough Hindus or people of other religions to have seen undeniable spirituality or felt a spiritual kinship, but perhaps authentic spirituality
can be found in non-Christian “farther
afield” than Judaism and Islam.
Now I know that this distinction
between a heart that loves God and a
mind that holds mistaken beliefs does
not answer all the theological objections to the idea of non-Christians
going to heaven. But I do think it
describes an experienced fact: deep
spirituality and fervent love of God
can be found outside the Christian
church. And I believe it should be
acknowledged when encountered and
respected. This undeniable nonChristian spirituality is a challenge
for Christian theology to explain.
The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,
Episcopal life and other religious subjects. Send questions to 2146 Cameron
Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CALENDAR

CLERGY/CONGREGATIONS
Clergy

April

The Rev. Shirley McWhorter has accepted a call with a congregation in
the Diocese of Michigan. She had previously served as vicar of St. Myra of
Nicholas, Hilliard.

25 – Ecumenical Legislative Advocacy Day, at Trinity Episcopal Church, 125
E. Broad Street, Columbus. Information: call the Ohio Council of Churches at
614.885.9590 or 800.760.9590, ext. 15 or e-mail: tsmith@ohcouncilchs.org
27-29 – Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative: weekend retreat at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. David McCoy, interim dean of
the Anglican Academy at 614.461.8429 or 800.461.2424
28 – Consecration of the Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal as IX Bishop of
Southern Ohio at the Mershon Auditorium on the campus of The Ohio State
University, 11 a.m.
30 – Dayton Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop begins at 7 p.m. at
the Canterbury Court Retirement Community, West Carrolton.

Congregations
Beginning Process: All Saints, Pleasant Ridge
Preparing Profile: St. Peter's, Gallipolis
Interviewing: St. Peter's, Delaware; St. John's, Worthington; St. Mark's,
Upper Arlington; St. James, Zanesville
For more information, contact the Canon Vicki Zust, canon to the ordinary, the
Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Phone:
800.582.1712. E-mail: vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org.

May

KENYON CONFERENCE 2007

2 – Ohio River Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop begins at 7 p.m.
at Christ Church Cathedral, Cincinnati.
5 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention "training the trainers" session
at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Anne Wrider
at 513.621.1817.
5 – Anti-Racism Training at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Cost is $10 for lunch. Deadline for registration is April 25. Register
online by looking for the link on the homepage. Contact: Debby Stokes at
614.933.8715.
6 – Dayton Area Confirmations at Christ Church, Dayton, 3 p.m.
8 – Miami River Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop begins at 7 p.m.
at St. Patrick, Lebanon.
11-13 – Deacons' School at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the
Rev. David McCoy, interim dean of the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424.
12 – Installation of IX Bishop of Southern Ohio at Christ Church Cathedral,
1 p.m. Red stoles.
18-19 – Deacons retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Starts at 6 p.m.
Friday. Contact: Deacon Bill Bales at williamb@ohio.com or 740.385.1007
19 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training will be offered at
St. Christopher, 1501 N. Broad Street in Fairborn. The program starts at 9
a.m. and generally finishes at 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are
required. Contact Geri McDaniel at the diocesan office at 513.421.0311 or
800.582.1712. To register or pay online, look under Administration,
Misconduct Prevention. The cost of the training is $15, which includes lunch
and materials. Payment should be mailed to Geri McDaniel, Diocese of
Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St. Cincinnati, 45202. Make checks payable to
the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Training is required of all clergy, employees
of a church, youth ministers, Stephen Ministers, Eucharistic Visitors, counselors, volunteers, any lay person that interacts or has care of children.
27 – Cincinnati Area Confirmations at Christ Church Cathedral, 3 p.m.
28 – Diocesan offices closed for Memorial Day.

Spend a week with your bishops at the 2007 Kenyon Conference. Led by
Bishop-elect Tom Breidenthal (who will be the diocesan bishop then) and
Bishop Mark Hollingsworth of the Diocese of Ohio, the conference will
explore the theme, “One Heart. One World. We Are One.” Discussion of the
Millennium Development Goals will take center stage. Mike Kinman, executive director of Episcopalians for Global Reconciliation, will lead discussion
about the goals and how to incorporate them into daily life. Singer and songwriter Kate Campbell will head up the music.
The conference is scheduled for July 22-27. Learn more: go to www.kenyonconference.org and watch for more details in next month's Interchange.
The Kenyon Conference is sponsored by the Diocese of Southern Ohio and
the Diocese of Ohio.

VISITATIONS
April
29

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Omosebi

St. James, Zanesville
Trinity, Columbus
St. Margaret, Trotwood

6

Bishop Breidenthal

St. Paul, Dayton
Bishop Price
Indian Hill Church, Indian Hill

13

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

Calvary, Clifton
St. Philip, Circleville

20

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

Redeemer, Hyde Park
St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville

27

Bishop Breidenthal

Bishop Price

St. Thomas, Terrace Park
Cincinnati Area Confirmations
3 p.m. Christ Church Cathedral
St. Anne, West Chester

3

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

Trinity, Troy
St. Mark, Upper Arlington

10

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

St. Timothy, Anderson Twp.
Church of the Advent, Cincinnati

17

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

St. George, Dayton
St. Patrick, Dublin

24

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

St. James, Westwood
St. Peter, Delaware

May

June
2 – Graduation Eucharist for Deacons' School, SOLLI and EFM. Christ
Chapel, Procter Camp & Conference Center, 11 a.m.
2 – Affirmative Aging retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
3 – Scioto Valley Deanery: Listening session with the Bishop begins at 7 p.m.
at St. Andrew, Washington Court House.
8-9 – Planning for Tomorrow Conference, Cincinnati Marriott Northeast. The
Church Pension Fund, in cooperation with the Diocese of Southern Ohio, is
presenting a conference to prepare not-yet-retired members of the fund to
meet financial and life planning goals now and in the future. Registration
deadline is May 17.
9 – Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141.
9 – Stewardship Conference at Procter Camp & Conference Center
16 – Priesthood Ordinations at St. Philip's, Columbus, 11 a.m. Red stoles
23 – Diaconate Ordinations at Christ Church Cathedral, 11 a.m. Red stoles

June

Mark it down!
Oct. 12-13 – Magnetic Church Conference
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REFLECTIONS

Lay theologian: The Bishop
The process of searching for a new diocesan bishop made me think about what I want in a bishop.
Things typically run without a hitch in our congregation, and a bishop seems almost irrelevant.
Most of the time, I want a bishop who will leave us
alone and not cost us too much.
When we have an episcopal visitation, though, I
get caught up in the pageantry. Teams of parishioners
spiff up the place and put on a special party. There is
a grand procession in the worship service. More people than usual sing the processional hymn.
The bishop brings up the rear of the procession,
bearing a regal countenance and carrying a shepherd's crook that I keep interpreting as a scepter.
At those times, I feel part of a larger Church. I
want a bishop who will be our benevolent emperor,
who will tell us how special we are but who will also
remind us of our connections to others in the empire.
Of course, I want an emperor who will ask me how
I'm doing and listen to what's bugging me.
In the first letter to Timothy, churches were led by
overseers and their assistants (“bishops” and “deacons”). A church hierarchy had evolved by the turn of
the first century. Several congregations in a city and
outlying villages were organized under one overseer.
When the churches in these groups became numerous, a third “order of ministry” emerged. Elders or
“priests” were needed as stand-ins for the bishop
when he could not be present.
By the end of the second century, when doctrinal
disputes required collaboration and collective responses, the many local churches became loosely organized

into an inter-ethnic, transregional body. Due to the role
the Bishop of Rome played in
a series of such controversies,
that bishop attained a primacy
that continued in the Western
Church until the Reformation.
The Episcopal version of
the old quip is that, having
rejected the Pope in Rome,
we have a pope in every diocese.
However, our bishops know us. Also, they can all
know each other. When the Lambeth Conference of
Bishops gathers in England, every Anglican
Christian is only one friendship away.
This is an ideal, admittedly. The real episcopacy is
a concrete, fragile friendship.
The real episcopacy is not a pope on every blog.
Not the digital Archdiocese. Not even some system
of helicopter bishops.
It is bodies in the same room, laughter, and shared
stories. And when you have to bury your child, or
survive cancer, or help your partner face death, it is
tears and embrace. Our bishops and their stand-ins
are with us, and the bishops of the Episcopal Church
and of the Anglican Communion are with each other.
That, at least, is the hope.
Still, the pope in every diocese can be part of the problem. It is human nature that, with a little encouragement,
we develop an enhanced sense of our own significance.
Once elected and consecrated, bishops in the

DR. DON REED

‘A special ministry
of servanthood’
“Before ordination each Candidate shall be prepared in and demonstrate
basic competence in five general areas: (1) Academic studies including, The
Holy Scriptures, theology and the tradition of the Church. (2) Diakonia and
the diaconate. (3) Human awareness and understanding. (4) Spiritual development and discipline. (5) Practical training and experience.”
[Constitution & Canons, Title III, Canon 6.5f]
BY SALLY B. SEDGWICK
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
It's Friday evening and the tables, placed in a
square in a Proctor Camp & Conference Center
meeting room, are filling quickly. A book or two, a
cup, a few papers and a name tent appear as each
place is claimed. Deacons' School, the heart of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio's training program for the
diaconate, is beginning its monthly weekend of study,
worship and conversation. The Rev. David McCoy
serves as the dean of the program while the Rev.
Canon Walter Mycoff serves as the chaplain.
All journeys to ordination are rigorous and complex. For deacons, there is the added mandate of
representing the world to the church and the
church to the world. Exploring the nature of the
diaconate is crucial and can only be fully done in
community. It is a costly three-year commitment.
Mirroring the traditional three-year seminary, the
first year students are juniors, the second middlers,
and the third seniors. Besides the time away from
their families and communities, each pays $1,500
a year and the cost of transportation and supplies
to qualify for an order that offers no future remu-

neration for his or her duties on a church staff.
This weekend begins with Bible study and ends
with a discussion of recent decisions by Ohio's
governor. Throughout the weekend, there are presentations on social justice and pastoral issues (this
weekend, one session addresses substance abuse).
Theology and liturgical practice are interwoven. A
practice sermon is given here; a discussion led
there. Papers are submitted that the students wrote
in between weekends. A deacon in residence (a
different one every weekend) shares the realities,
possibilities and challenges of serving after ordination. Reminders are given to the seniors regarding paperwork and interview deadlines. On
Sunday morning, one student serves as the deacon
for an early Eucharist in the chapel. The sun rises
over the lake as the students sing the final hymn,
which somehow reflects the commitment to this
ministry of servanthood.
“Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.”
A Servanthood of Ministry is a regular
column sharing the ministry of deacons. Want to
learn more about the diaconate? Contact the Rev.
David McCoy at 614.461.8429.
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Episcopal Church call the shots. In their own dioceses, what they allow is allowed, and what they forbid
is forbidden - within some reasonable interpretation
of what conforms to “the doctrine, discipline, and
worship of the Episcopal Church.”
If our bishops do not maintain the bonds of affection that unite them with each other in friendship, if
they do not at least submit to one another in mutual
respect and forbearance, the deal is off.
As John tells the story, Jesus realized one Passover
that his hour had come. He gathered the twelve for a
meal. In the middle of supper, he got up, tied a towel
around himself, poured water into a bowl, and
washed the feet of his friends.
When he had finished and returned to his seat, he
said: Even though I am your Lord, I have washed
your feet as an example to you. Wash one another's
feet.
Having left the table and gone out, he spoke to
them intimately. Little children, I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you (John 13:34-35 and 15:12 & 17).
That's the other thing I want in a bishop. I want
someone who can love his brother and sister pontiffs
and who will not become too assured of his own significance.
If he can do that, he can surely love me.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor and chair of the
Department of Philosophy, Wittenberg University.
His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.

Mission trips lead to
students’ discoveries
FROM PAGE 7
Zach is grateful his church has given him the
opportunity to volunteer on mission trips. “I'm a lot
more willing to do it and give my time right now,
says the busy college freshman. “I want it to be part
of my career.” Zach has just been elected to the
vestry of St. Timothy. He led the Exodus youth
retreat for the diocese this winter and has applied to
be a counselor at Procter Camp this summer.
“A year ago, I decided I wanted to study architecture,” says Chelsea, who has been admitted to the
top-ranked architecture program at the University of
Cincinnati. “It definitely affected me to learn how to
put up a fence and shingles. But in the course of
these trips, I have discovered that building isn't
always about glamorous mansions or skyscrapers.
I'd like to be involved in housing, possibly rural
housing.”
Esther credits her encounters with Salvadoran
children with giving her the courage to take on adult
leadership confidently and gladly. “When we were
talking with each other and the Salvadorans were
listening so intently to what I had to say, I thought,
they're really looking up to me here,” she says. A
freshman at the University of Cincinnati, she is now
mentoring a little girl with a tough life but tons of
spirit. “When I went to El Salvador, I was shy and
intimidated. Now I feel more connected with God
and my faith,” Esther says. “I pray a lot more. I talk
more. I try not to let things get to me so much.”
Is the fledgling scholarship fund for youth mission trips a good idea? “Absolutely!” says Zach. “I
think this is a great thing being set up to give youth
the opportunity to serve!”

NEWS

Conference presents ‘Stewardship Lifters’
BY DICK TUTTLE
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The Annual Stewardship Conference offered
this year on June 9 at the Procter Camp &
Conference Center diverges slightly from the tradition of presenting speakers on the theology of
stewardship. Instead the 2007 conference will
present a program designed to help congregations
integrate a financial stewardship program into
their worship service and their celebration of the
abundant life promised and given from God.
Vestry persons, stewardship committee members, and all who are interested in becoming stewards of God's gifts will benefit from attending this
program. This five-hour workshop equips leaders
with practical “how to” insights, ideas and methods that maximize financial stewardship in congregations. The workshop teaches biblical roots of
generous giving, factors that motivate people to
give to churches, destructive myths that leaders of
low per-capita-giving churches believe, how to
conduct and lead a results-full program and many
other principles. Churches obtain maximum benefit by sending five stewardship and/or vestry
members.
This year's speaker is Dan Charney, steward-

ship missioner for the Episcopal Diocese of
Bethlehem. Charney is a long-time Episcopalian,
serving in many capacities in his home church and
the Diocese of Bethlehem. A retired high school
teacher, his current service as stewardship missioner involves extensive use of and teaching
about stewardship and the New Consecration
Sunday program.
New Consecration Sunday has been used by
many Episcopal churches and thousands of
churches of other denominations. An independent
research firm has documented that 134 of 150
churches increased giving by 15 to more than 25
percent in the first year of using the program. The
remaining 10 percent of the churches reported an
average increase of 5 percent.
Cost for the conference is $35 for the first member of each church and $15 for each additional
member, covering the cost of lunch and one packet of books and audio tape of the New
Consecration Sunday Program for each church.
Register online at www.episcopal-dso.org or by
sending a list of members attending from your
church and a check written to the Diocese of
Southern Ohio to Dick Tuttle, Stewardship
Commission Chair, 15616 State Route 550,
Fleming Ohio 45729.

Workshop topics

■ The difference between fund-raising and
stewardship
■ The biblical roots of generous giving
■ 12 factors that motivate people to give to
churches
■ 30 destructive myths that leaders of lowper-capita-giving churches believe
■ 18 principles from high-per-capita-giving
congregations
■ Six types of annual stewardship campaignpros, cons, and applications
■ Overview of America's most statistically
result-full annual stewardship program
■ How to conduct and guest-lead the New
Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program
■ Reports from congregations in this
Diocese, that used Consecration Sunday
■ Effective year-around stewardship education
■ Guidelines for capital-fund campaign and
special offerings

Egg-cellent fun!
The First Annual All Saints Easter Egg Hunt was held on a chilly Holy
Saturday. The fun community event was free and open to all. New
Albany area children hunted for more than 2,500 filled eggs. With
temperatures in the low 30s, the Rev. Rick McCracken-Bennett and
Liana Clareson helped other volunteers hide the Easter eggs.
Pictured below, Owen Kopf participated in his first Easter Egg Hunt
at All Saints.

Nearly 60 children and another 35 volunteers (teens and adults) gathered at St. Timothy's, Anderson Township, on Palm Saturday for a day
of crafts, fun and learning. In addition to dying eggs, the children
baked communion bread, listened to Bible stories, made a banner
and planted spring flower seeds.
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CONSECRATION: IX BISHOP

St. Andrew’s prepares
welcome for Presiding Bishop
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
The people of St. Andrew's are busy this
week. They're painting and cleaning, dusting
any cobwebs from spare corners and polishing
the silver. They launched a new website and
fleshed out a comprehensive hospitality plan to
welcome newcomers and incorporate visitors
into the life and mission of the church.
Known in Dayton as the “little church on the
hill with the red door,” St. Andrew's will be
home for a Sunday to Presiding Bishop
Katharine Jefferts Schori. After serving as chief
consecrator for the April 28 service at the
Mershon Auditorium, the presiding bishop will
make her way to Dayton the following day to
preach and celebrate the Eucharist with the people of St. Andrew's.
“We're thrilled to have the opportunity to host
the Presiding Bishop,” said the Rev. Jane
Gerdsen. “It's an honor for any congregation,
and we feel blessed to have her preach and be
with us for a Sunday morning. I think her presence also honors St. Andrew's renewed sense of
mission and commitment to ministry in the
urban community.”
St. Andrew's members “are deeply committed
to service in the larger community through feeding programs, social justice initiatives and mission work in the larger world,” said Gerdsen. In
fact, in the midst of their preparations for the

The people of St. Andrew's, Dayton.

Presiding Bishop's visit, a team traveled to New
Orleans to help with post-Katrina restoration.
St. Andrew's is a key part in the newly founded Dayton Episcopal Ministry. Through this
team approach to urban ministry, “St. Andrew's
hopes to become a mission center for the city of
Dayton, collaborating with other local Episcopal
congregations to share in ministry to the people
of Dayton,” said Gerdsen. “St. Andrew's hopes
to have partner congregations join us in these
outreach initiatives because we feel strongly that
what we can accomplish together is far greater
than what we can accomplish alone.”
Founded in 1865, St. Andrew's moved to its
present location on Salem Avenue in 1923. As
the city grew, so did St. Andrew's, necessitating
an expansion in the 1950s. As many people
moved out of the city and its membership grew
older, St. Andrew's was faced with an uncertain
future. In 2006, the diocese offered the congregation an opportunity to call a new intern to
serve as their priest-in-charge.
Bringing her own passion for mission work
and youth and family ministries, “I found a
home,” Gerdsen said. Membership has grown,
she said, but more importantly, there is a
“renewed sense of energy and ministry. St.
Andrew's is committed to creating inspiring
worship and committed to being a community
that loves and cares for each other. We're
delighted to be able to share this type of community for a Sunday with our presiding bishop.”

The Rev. Jane Gerdsen performs a
baptism at St. Andrew's.

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori will preach and celebrate at the 10:30 a.m. service at St. Andrew's, 1060 Salem
Ave., Dayton. Following the worship service, St. Andrew's will host
a reception to welcome Bishop Jefferts Schori.
Seating is limited at St. Andrew's. Please call the parish office in
advance to reserve a seat and so that nametags may be prepared. The parish office is open Monday through Thursday from 8
a.m. to noon at 937.278.7345. Learn more about St. Andrew's
on the web at www.standrewsdayton.org
About Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori
“Shalom” – peacemaking defined by the Prophet Isaiah and reiterated by Jesus in Luke's Gospel - is a ministry priority for
Katharine Jefferts Schori, who took office Nov. 1, 2006, as 26th
Presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church.
Bishop Jefferts Schori was elected to this
office on June 18, 2006 by vote of the 75th
General Convention, in Columbus.
Bishop Jefferts Schori's career as an
oceanographer preceded her studies for the
priesthood, to which she was ordained in
1994. She remains an active, instrumentrated pilot - a skill she applied when traveling between the congregations of the
Diocese of Nevada, where she was elected bishop in 2000 and
ordained to the episcopate February 24, 2001. At the time of her
election as bishop of Nevada, she was assistant rector of the
Church of the Good Samaritan in Corvallis, Oregon.
Bishop Jefferts Schori, 52, holds a B.S. degree in biology from
Stanford University (1974), an M.S. (1977) and Ph.D. (1983) in
oceanography from Oregon State University, an M.Div. from Church
Divinity School of the Pacific (1994), and an honorary D.D.
(2001) also from CDSP.
Bishop Jefferts Schori and her husband, Richard Miles Schori, a
retired theoretical mathematician (topologist), were married in
1979. They have one daughter, Katharine Johanna, 25, who is a
first lieutenant and pilot in the U. S. Air Force.
Bishop Jefferts Schori brings to her ministry emphases on baptismal ministry and adult education. As Presiding Bishop, she will
serve as chief pastor to the Episcopal Church's 2.4 million members in 16 countries and 110 dioceses. As Primate, Bishop
Jefferts Schori will join in consultation with other principal bishops
of the 38 member Provinces of the worldwide Anglican
Communion, seeking to make common cause for global good
and reconciliation.

BY THE NUMBERS

IX

2,475 seats in the Mershon Auditorium
50 pots of English ivy grown in Canada for the service
250 Diocesan choir members
40 Pieces of music in the consecration service
21/2 hours Expected length of the consecration service
16 acolytes
24 Loaves of bread
5 Gallons of wine
16 Eucharist stations, each serving about 150 people
40 Pages in the worship bulletin
3 Bishops needed to consecrate a bishop
21 Bishops expected to attend

1 Presiding Bishop expected to attend
14 Consecration committee members
1,268 Days since Bishop Thompson called for the election of his successors, IX Bishop of Southern Ohio (until
the consecration service)
7 Major rivers represented in the “asperging” in the service
150 Youth expected at the event
8 Yards of material used to create the handmade chasuble (5 red, 3 gold)
9 Diocesan bishops of Southern Ohio (after the consecration on April 28)
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CONSECRATION: IX BISHOP

?

ASK THE
BISHOP-ELECT

What day of the week
was Jesus born?
Libby Jonas, age 7,
St. Timothy, Anderson
Township

Nobody knows. The Bible
doesn't tell us that. By
long tradition, we have
celebrated Jesus' birth
on December 25 Christmas Day. It's a
reminder for us that in
the depth of winter the
sun of our hearts is
born.
After hearing the Bible
story of the Lost
Sheep....
How many sheep do
you have?
Cal Harback, age 7,
St. Timothy, Anderson
Township
About 25,000 – the
number of the people in
the Diocese of
Southern Ohio
How far will you go to
find your sheep?
Daniel Ferro, age 7,
St. Timothy, Anderson
Township
I hope that I would go
to the ends of the
earth, if necessary. But
I don't do that by
myself. We all have
responsibility to look
out for each other.
How many churches
do you go to?
Elissa Erb, age 7, St.
Luke's, Marietta
About 85

CONSECRATION NOTES
Friday, April 27
10 a.m. to noon: All clergy of the diocese
are invited to spend the morning with
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori.
The meeting will be at St. Philip's,
Columbus, 166 Woodland Ave.
A lunch will follow the service. Please register with Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712 or
geri_mcdaniel@episcopal-dso.org so the
appropriate number of lunches will be ordered.

Saturday, April 28
The consecration of IX Bishop of
Southern Ohio is April 28. The service
begins at 11 a.m. Doors open at 9:30 a.m.
The service is expected to last 21/2 hours. A
reception will be held after the service. All
those attending the consecration are invited
to the reception. The service is being held at
the Mershon Auditorium on the campus of The Ohio State University in Columbus. The Mershon Auditorium is located on
North High Street at 15th Avenue.
If you are not in the procession or the diocesan choir, you must have a ticket. The tickets were mailed to congregations the
week of April 16. Contact the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust with ticket questions at 800.582.1712 or vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org.
Children are encouraged to attend the service. There will be an activity bulletin for children available at the door.
Parking: The closest parking is a pay garage, Ohio Union Parking, off High Street. It is about one block from the entrance
of the Mershon. The event parking cost is $5.
Procession details: The liturgical color is red. Clergy, candidates and postulants should gather at Hughes Hall. There is no
security at Hughes Hall, so do not bring any valuables to leave.
Banners: Each congregation is encouraged to bring a banner to set up in the lobby of the Mershon Auditorium. Please bring
all of the equipment necessary to erect the banner, including the stand and pole. There will be no equipment available at the
auditorium to hang the banner. Each congregation is responsible for setting up the banner by 10:30 a.m. on April 28 and must
take it down following the service.
Communion bread: Each congregation of the diocese is invited bake two to three loaves of bread and bring to the consecration to serve as the Eucharistic bread during the service. The recipe is online.

Sunday, April 29
Newly consecrated Bishop Tom Briedenthal will preach and celebrate at St. James, Zanesville. According to diocesan lore, an early
bishop in Ohio set out on horseback for a visitation to St. James in the mid-1880s. He apparently thought Zanesville was a suburb of
Cincinnati. He realized his mistake when he arrived a week later in the city, which is about 60 miles east of Columbus. Since then, it
has been a tradition for the newly consecrated bishop of the diocese to celebrate the first service at St. James, Zanesville.
The service begins at 10 a.m. at St. James, 155 N. Sixth Street.

Unable to attend but want to participate in the service?
The consecration will be webcast – streamed live on the Internet. Look for the link on homepage of the diocesan site: www.episcopal-dso.org. The webcast will begin about 10:30 a.m. with the prelude. The entire service also will be available for download at
no charge for two weeks following the consecration. A DVD of highlights of the service will be mailed to every congregation in May.

New bishop to be “installed”
at Christ Church Cathedral
The ancient tradition calls for a bishop to be installed or
formally seated in the church that houses the bishop's chair –
or cathedra. This church takes its name from the bishop's
chair and is called the cathedral.
On May 12, Christ Church Cathedral will celebrate the
installation of newly consecrated Bishop Tom Breidenthal.
The service begins at 1 p.m. Dean Jim Diamond is the
preacher. Clergy are invited to process, with the liturgical red,
the same as in the consecration. Child care will be available.
A lunch will be provided by the diocese for those traveling
in to attend the service. It will be served from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. in the undercroft at the cathedral. A reception for
all will follow the service.
In addition to the installation, the cathedral has planned an
organ recital for May 11. Led by Charles Hogan, the cathedral's director of music, the recital will feature organ music
by Bach, Howells and Widor. The event begins at 7 p.m.
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The cathedral also is planning an art exhibit in celebration of the new bishop’s installation. The cathedral is inviting all congregations within the Diocese of Southern Ohio
to submit a work of art for inclusion in the exhibit. Entry
forms for submissions were included with the letters of
invitations that were mailed to congregations earlier in
April. The art may belong to a church itself or be the work
of a member of the congregation. Planners for the cathedral
exhibit would prefer artwork that can be hung, such as
paintings or tapestries, but will make every effort to accommodate free standing work such as sculpture. Submissions
are due at the cathedral by May 4. The exhibit will open on
May 11, the evening before the installation, and will run
through June 15. A closing reception will be held the
evening of June 15 from 5 to 7 p.m. For more information,
contact Canon Anne Wrider at 513.842.2054 or awrider@cccath.org.

CONSECRATION: IX BISHOP

Seamless transition:
hobby becomes ministry
Seamstress creates chasuble, linens for consecration
BY JULIE MURRAY
INTERCHANGE ASSISTANT
When the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust was looking for
someone to make purificators and fair linens for the
consecration service on April 28, she knew just who
to call. Canon Zust, who has celebrated Eucharist
many times at St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville,
knew that parishioner Beth Fite had sewn many of
the linens and altar hangings at the new church start
north of Cincinnati. She asked Fite if she would
make the linens, and Fite was happy to oblige.
“I thought it was a good way for this church to let
the new bishop know that we appreciate him and
want things to go well for the diocese,” she said.
So when the Bishop-elect couldn't find a red chasuble – the sleeveless outer vestment worn by the celebrant at the Eucharist – that he liked, Canon Zust
knew where to turn.
Fite, a seamstress who made custom wedding and
prom dresses for more than 40 years, answered
immediately. “Of course I said yes, yes, yes! I am so
honored.”
Fite was raised Presbyterian and later attended the
United Methodist church. She made a few stoles and
altar hangings for her Methodist congregation, but it
wasn't until she began attending the Episcopal Church
that she tried her hand at vestments. When the Rev.
Jeff Queen, founding priest of St. Mary Magdalene,
showed her some of the vestments he had ordered, she
told him, “I could make that for you,” and a ministry
was born. “Jeff showed me a lot of things and what
you can do,” Fite says. “I love getting the catalogues
(of vestments) and looking through them.”
And she loves the pageantry of the Episcopal
Church and the beautiful appointments that go along
with it. “I like that cloths and colors don't have to be
exact. There are so many variations and combinations of color and texture.”
She buys many of the fabrics she uses at Textile
Studios located in Montgomery. “I always find perfect things there,” she says.
For the bishop's chasuble, Fite chose a deep red
silk with a gold silk lining. It's extremely lightweight
and “impossible to wrinkle,” she says. Embroidery
on the front of the chasuble is in gold thread. A computerized CD-ROM of embroidery designs offers
many choices for design. Fite chose an intricate cross
design repeated 8 times down the front of the vestment. Each cross took about 30 minutes to create. “I
don't know what the name is for this cross,” she says,
“but for me, from now on, it's the Bishop's Cross.”
Fite sews and machine embroiders her creations in
a tiny room in her home in a pre-Civil War era house
on the St. Mary Magdalene property. She resides in
the upper level of the house and serves as the church
sexton. The main level of the house serves as the
church office. While semi-retired from her seamstress business, she still does alterations and a little
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evangelism from her home.
“People seem to feel comfortable talking to me
about church,” she says. “I tell them, 'Come and try
it. You'll like it!'” She recently invited an alterations
client to join the knitting group at St. Mary
Magdalene.
“Bringing people in by sewing – and knitting – is a

Beth Fite sews the chasuble for Bishop-elect Tom Breidenthal
to wear during the consecration service. Top left: A close-up
of the embroidered “Bishop's Cross.” Left: The chasuble.
Photos by Julie Murray
way to get involved in a church, and not just the
Episcopal church” she says. “Sewing is a ministry to get
people from the outside to get involved in the church.”
Many have benefited from Fite's ministry. St.
Patrick, Lebanon, and St. Barnabas, Montgomery,
have both been the recipients of handmade purificators and fair linens. She also made 10 sets and sent
them to an Episcopal church in New Orleans after
Hurricane Katrina. And after a burst pipe in the sacristy at St. Mary Magdalene this winter, she's now
busy replacing many of the altar hangings that were
water-damaged.
Fite says that making the chasuble was a wonderful project to work on, and she feels very blessed to
be chosen.
“Every step of the way was perfect,” she says. “It's
hard to explain; it was so smooth and calming.”
Fite says that usually when she's sewing, it's easy
to mess up a seam and have to tear it out and start
over. That didn't happen once with this project.
“Not one thing ever went wrong the whole time,”
she says. “Mitering the corners, everything, was perfect. That's very odd.”
When she was finished, it was such a wonderful
feeling, Fite says, that there must be a purpose to why
everything went so well.
“Maybe everything will be that way with him,” she
says, referring to Bishop-elect Breidenthal and his
episcopate. “I'm very excited; it's quite an honor. I'm
really looking forward to the consecration!”

Where will you live in Cincinnati?
Domenic Cipollone, age 7, St. Timothy, Anderson Township
We have bought a home in Clifton in the gaslight district. We like to be able to walk a
lot. This will be a great neighborhood for walking and seeing other people. There are
lots of Indian restaurants, a movie theater that shows foreign movies and little grocery stores with ethnic food.
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What is your favorite song?
Brandon Raifstanger, age 10,
Church of the Advent,
Walnut Hills
“Here comes the sun”

REFLECTIONS

A moment of personal privilege
In this, my last column before we ordain and
consecrate the Rev. Dr. Thomas Breidenthal as our
Diocesan Bishop IX, I would like to take a moment
of personal privilege.
Serving as your bishop with ecclesiastical authority for these past 16 months has been an honor and a
blessing. It was not what we expected. Our plans were
to elect Bishop Thompson's successor on a timetable
that would allow a seamless succession upon his
retirement. Unexpected circumstances put that election on hold. After that, a special convention held at
Procter Camp & Conference
THE RT. REV. Center asked me to step in and
authority upon Bishop
KENNETH L. assume
Thompson's mandatory retirePRICE JR.
ment on December 31, 2005.
My goal for this time has
been to keep the diocese moving ahead, not just to “hold the
fort.” We began this time with
a diocesan staff reduced by
three full-time people. I elected
to keep this reduced number,
although it has meant some
additional duties for many of
us. Even though it has meant a
lot of road time for me, I have
been able to maintain a presence in both the
Cincinnati and Columbus offices. I am ever grateful
to David and Hobey Hinchman for offering Mariann
and me the use of their Cincinnati home, which
allowed me to be in either office as demands dictated.
In addition, we established a third diocesan
office in Portsmouth when Richelle Thompson
moved there. I believe this has been accomplished
without diminishing the work of our communications department, and in fact, it has expanded our
ability to reach out to the entire diocese. During
this time, I was also able to establish a regular email network with the clergy and hopefully have
diminished the response time for communication
with the diocese.
One accomplishment for which we can all be
proud is that we hosted General Convention in the
middle of this time. We are still receiving positive
comments for the hospitality and organization of
our diocese in this monumental task. Surrounding
General Convention, we held events all over our
diocese, many led by our theologian-in-residence,
the Rev. Frank Wade, which allowed us to begin to
seriously address and dialogue with each other
about the issues occupying our national and worldwide church. I believe we are still reaping the benefits of this dialogue.
None of us expected Bishop Thompson's untimely death in August. He seemed to be so happy and
well adjusted in retirement, and this was such a
blow. Again, the diocese came out in great numbers
for his stately funeral at Christ Church Cathedral,
and we bid our beloved former leader farewell in
fine style.
During this time, we also opened a new congregation – St. Cyprian's in Columbus, established and
found funds for an Hispanic Ministry in Cincinnati,
ordained a record number of deacons, had three
separate priesthood ordinations in Cincinnati,
Columbus and Cambridge and raised a record
amount of funds for the Episcopal Community
Services Foundation.
Most significantly, we restarted our election
process, produced a second slate (many thanks to
Mike Krug and his committee for this second-mile
service), held forums, a diocesan convention and

Bishop Price celebrates the Eucharist with Bishop-elect Tom Breidenthal and Deacon Irene Radcliff during the
Presbyters and Deacons gathering at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
election. Since that time, we have been preparing
for a consecration, and soon my time of primary
leadership will close with that great service in
Columbus on April 28.
As you know, I was a nominee in that election. I
allowed my name to be submitted by petition in
response to many requests. I took that action willingly and enthusiastically because I believed I
could provide new and innovative leadership for
the diocese. But – and this is most important – I
was completely willing to let the Holy Spirit work
through our delegates and clergy to test if this was
a proper course. Since I was at that convention, I
can say without qualification that the Holy Spirit
was very present and spoke very clearly to us. The
right choice for Diocesan Bishop IX for Southern
Ohio is Thomas Breidenthal. I am totally at peace
with that, and I will be the most enthusiastic coconsecrator of him on April 28.
Since that election, I have had countless comments asking if this meant I was soon going to
retire or be replaced. The answer to both questions
is no. On April 28, I will resume my position as
Bishop Suffragan. In Episcopal polity, a bishop
suffragan is not tied to any particular diocesan but
is elected by the diocese until retirement, only
required at age 72. I have no plans to remain until
I am 72, but I still have a few more years in my mid
60s.
Most of you know that I was completely and
totally loyal to Bishop Thompson. I have every
intention of being just as loyal to and supportive of
soon-to-be Bishop Breidenthal. First of all, I genuinely like him. Mariann and I are excited to soon
have him and Margaret as colleagues and partners
in episcopal ministry. Second, I am extremely
impressed with his gifts, his style and the fresh
approach he is bringing to our diocese. I believe
my skills can complement his, and I appreciate his
open willingness to listen and respect me. As a
corollary to that, I am finding a growing excite-
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ment over the possibilities of being able to support
and uphold his vision and priorities. While at Camp
Allen, the two of us took some time to dream and
brainstorm about how we can work together with
the people of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. After
meeting with an ad hoc committee set up to provide
advice and reflection, it is becoming ever clearer
that God has called us to be together as your bishops in this time and place. I am convinced that
working as your bishop suffragan alongside and
with Thomas Breidenthal as your bishop diocesan
offers an opportunity for exciting new possibilities.
I believe the Diocese of Southern Ohio will be the
beneficiary of this collaborative ministry, which we
share with you.
In closing, I want to remark that while all of this
has been going on, many quarters of our Episcopal
and Anglican churches have been obsessed with
issues that are separating us. Here in Southern
Ohio, we have not ignored these issues, but we
have not let them define us. We have tended to all
that has been occupying us by keeping our eye
firmly on serving our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
My greatest hope as we now transition into the
episcopacy of Bishop Breidenthal is that we, the
people of Southern Ohio, will respond to him with
our full support and as positively as in the past.
From working closely with him during these past
few months of transition, I am convinced our new
bishop is a man of deep faith and has a strong
grounding in God. I am truly excited about what I
know God has in store for us.
From the bottom of my heart, I thank you for
calling me, almost 13 years ago, to be part of this
wonderful diocese. I thank you for your support of
me in these past 16 months. And now I thank you
for continuing to accept me in my renewed role as
Bishop Suffragan with our new Bishop Diocesan.
Bishop Price serves as bishop in Southern Ohio.
Contact him at bishop_price@episcopal-dso.org.
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What kind of clothes
do you have to wear
for regular services?
Are they hot?
Courtney Blancher, 5th
Grade, St. Anne's, West
Chester
Chad Higgens, age 8,
St. Luke's, Marietta

I will usually wear what
your priest wears - an
alb, a stole and a chasuble. The only difference is that I will also
wear a mitre. I'll let you
know if the mitre is hot.

Why do you wear
special robes?
Kendra Owens, age 7,
St. Timothy, Anderson
Township
So people know I'm a
bishop and can ask
me questions.

Why do you wear a
mitre?
Kendra Owens age 7,
St. Timothy, Anderson
Township
The mitre is a sign that
I have responsibility for
the whole diocese.

What is a crozier?
Amy Saunders, 4th
grade, St. Anne's, West
Chester
A shepherd's crook,
showing that I am a
shepherd of God's
people.

SYMBOLS OF THE EPISCOPATE
What is a crozier?

T

he crozier is one of the symbols of the governing office of the bishop. Many see the crozier as symbolic of a shepherd's crook, so it serves as a reminder that a bishop is the shepherd of God's flock. In
the Episcopal Church, the croziers often have curved or hooked tops. Some people say the shape of
the pointy end of the crozier is a reminder for a bishop to encourage the flock to follow the right path and the
crook is to help those who have strayed return.

Why do bishops wear a special ring?

S

ince the Middle Ages, new bishops have received episcopal rings at their ordination as a sign of the office.
It can be a signet ring, with the seal of the diocese inscribed in the metal or stone of the ring. The ring then
can be used on official documents that call for the bishop to affix a seal in sealing wax.
Modern Episcopal rings are often made of gold and ornamented with the purple gem, amethyst. The Episcopal
ring is usually worn on the ring finger of the bishop's right hand.

What is a pectoral cross?

A

pectoral cross, typically made of silver or gold, was used by the pope in the 13th century and came into general use by
bishops in the 16th century. The cross is suspended by a chain around the neck and usually hangs at about the breastbone or pectoral muscles of the wearer. Some pectoral crosses are adorned with jewels.
Bishops now often wear an ornate pectoral cross as an Episcopal insignia. Some priests and deacons also wear a simple pectoral cross.

EPISCOPAL VESTMENTS
What is a mitre?

A

mitre is probably the piece of clothing most often associated with bishops. If you have seen a chess set, you'll
know that even the chess pieces called bishops are
topped off with mitres. Although there is some dispute about
how longstanding the tradition is (some people claim it is from
the time of the apostles!) there is no question that mitres have
been worn by bishops for at least 1,000 years.
Mitres are usually white, gold, or red, sometimes quite beautifully embroidered, and have
two tails called “lappets” that fall from the
back. The shape of the mitre is supposed to
represent the tongues of fire that rested on
the heads of the disciples gathered in
the upper room on the Day of
Pentecost, when God sent the
Holy Spirit to the Church. A
bishop receives a mitre during
his or her ordination as a bishop, when the Holy Spirit comes to
the new bishop in the same way that the Holy Spirit came to
the first disciples. You will notice that, during church services,
bishops take their mitres on and off, depending on what is happening in the liturgy. For instance, the bishop always removes
the mitre when offering prayer to God.

What is the rochet and
chimere?

A

rochet is a vestment of white linen or similar material
that replaces the surplice and is generally used only by
bishops. It has long sleeves that often end in ruffles or
pleated cuffs. It usually is worn under a chimere.
The chimere is a robe without sleeves worn over a rochet or
alb. Traditionally black, in recent times it is usually red. It typically is not worn with a chasuble or cope.

What is a chasuble?

A

sleeveless outer vestment worn by the celebrant during
the Eucharist, the chasuble may be oval or oblong with
an opening for the head. It typically reflects the liturgical color of the day. The chasuble and cope are both derived
from the outdoor cloak worn by all classes and sexes in the
Greco-Roman world.
Chasubles vary widely in fabric and style, from plain cloth
to elaborate designs.
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What is an alb?

A

long, white garment with narrow sleeves, an alb is the basic
garment worn by ordained and lay ministers at the Eucharist
and other church services. The alb (from the Latin alba,
meaning white) is derived from the undertunic of the Greeks and
Romans of the 4th century. It may be girded (tied) at the waist.

What is a cope?

A

cope is a ceremonial cloak – or
cape – that is semicircular,
richly ornamented, with
a clasp in front and a hood in
back. It is worn over the alb
and stole. The shape is derived
from the outdoor overcoat
worn in the Roman empire.
The presider usually wears a
cope at non-Eucharistic liturgies in place of the chasuble. He or she may wear
a cope at the Eucharist
during the entrance
procession
and
even during the
liturgy of the word.
Bishops sometimes
wear it when performing Episcopal
functions such as
ordinations and
confirmations.
Bishops,
priests, deacons,
cantors and others may also
wear a cope.

