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Diocese to consider
partnership with Liberia
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
Shortly after the Domestic & Foreign
Missionary Society was established
in 1820 as the official presence of the
Episcopal Church in the United States,
missionaries made their way to Liberia
on the western coast of Africa.
Liberia – a country founded by
African-Americans and freed slaves –
was the only country that came into
relationship with the Episcopal Church in
the United States, said the Rev. Abeosah
Flemister, an assisting priest at St. John’s,
Worthington, and a native of Liberia.
So the possibility of Southern Ohio
entering into a companion relationship Water is a precious commodity in Liberia, a country recovering from the ravages of civil
with Liberia “is like finding your sister wars. Pipe-borne water and electricity are unavailable in most areas. Here, children and
or brother again,” said Flemister. “There adults gather around water jugs.
is so much to be done and to learn from
“We’re excited about this opportunity
each other. A companion relationship is which spearheaded much of the process. “My
an opportunity to reclaim our oneness in experience in going to third-world countries to offer even more meaningful help to the
certainly opened my eyes … There’s tre- people in Liberia,” said West. “At the same
the body of Christ.”
The Diocese of Southern Ohio has mendous poverty in many of these places, time, we’re looking forward to learning
had companion relationships in the yet despite that poverty, there’s often great more about another culture – to explorpast, but those ended with Bishop spiritual wealth. For me, that has been a great ing a way of being that’s not so crazy
American.”
Herbert Thompson’s retirement in 2005. experience for growth.”
Although the resolution calls for a
St. Matthew’s, Westerville,
After Bishop Thomas E.
nominated Liberia as a compan- year of discernment, Flemister prays that
Breidenthal’s consecration, he
Learn more
ion partner. Inspired by Flemister, both dioceses see the promise of such a
invited the entire diocese into
about Liberia
the congregation has developed partnership.
conversation about companion
Pages 14-15
Her native country still is reeling from
strong relationships in the country.
relationships – from developThe congregation houses PIMIL years of civil war, with unemployment
ing a set of criteria to collecting nominations for possible partners. At (Partners in Ministry in Liberia), which is at about 65 percent and an illiteracy rate
convention, delegates will consider a reso- supported also by St. John’s, Worthington, of nearly 80 percent. They could use the
lution calling for a year of discernment by and other congregations and individuals gifts and talents of people from Southern
the dioceses of Southern Ohio and Liberia around the United States. This year, PIMIL Ohio in rebuilding the country, she said.
At the same time, Flemister said, the
about whether to enter into a companion provided scholarships for more than 100
Church of Liberia brings many strengths to
relationship. Liberian Bishop Jonathan students, from elementary to college age.
“The infrastructure for a relationship a relationship. “We have all kinds of minHart will address Southern Ohio’s convention this year, and the National & World already was there,” said the Rev. Jennifer istry in Liberia – rural, urban, theological
Mission Commission is hosting a special West, priest-in-charge at St. Matthew’s. Every education,” said Flemister, who served the
reception in his honor on Nov. 5, the night year, the congregation celebrates Liberian Church of Liberia for nearly two decades
Independence Day on July 26. This year, before retiring and settling in Columbus.
before convention convenes.
“At the individual level, having the oppor- Flemister taught members how to make elab- “Working together in all of those areas can
tunity to see our brothers and sisters around orate head dresses, and the book club read bring about growth and understanding. This
the world offers a very important spiritual The House at Sugar Beach a memoir by is another opportunity for us to live out
component,” said Paul Rank, chair of the journalist Helene Cooper about growing up our baptismal covenant of respect for one
another, of mutual love and compassion.”
National & World Mission Commission, during Liberia’s civil wars.

Delegates let
God’s light shine
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
During the 135th Diocesan Convention, deanery presentations will use new media to tell the age-old stories of how
congregations and individuals are living into the Gospel and
letting God’s lights shine in local communities and around
the world.
The annual gathering of the people of the diocese will
be guided by the theme of “Light Your Light Shine” from
Matthew 5:16: “Let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
in heaven.” As a way to share how people are living out
God’s call, deaneries were asked to develop digital presentations with photos, videos and stories from area congregations about their witness in the world.
Bible study
and table discussions also
will focus on
the light that
God offers to
the world – and
how Southern
Ohio can share
that light.
“The light we
have to offer is God’s light, not our own,” said the Rt. Rev.
Thomas E. Breidenthal, bishop of Southern Ohio. “We
become the lamp that displays that light as we empower
one another for ministry, and as we collaborate to serve the
world in the name of Christ, who became one of us so that
we might embrace our unity with one another.
“We cannot make this light visible to the world if we
don’t see it ourselves. At this convention I invite us all
to pay close attention to what God is doing in our midst.
Where is the light shining? Where is it lurking under a
bushel basket?”
In addition to a resolution about possibly partnering with
the Episcopal Church of Liberia, delegates will weigh other
resolutions. These include: a call to end local law enforcement involvement in immigration matters. Other measures
encourage congregations and individuals to limit the use of
commercially bottled water and for the diocese to commit
to the principles of The Earth Charter. A fifth resolution
proposes the creation of a task force to review and recommend changes to the way the diocese elects members of
Diocesan Council.
Delegates also will consider changes to the Constitution
and Canons, the 2010 budget and elect leaders to key diocesan posts from a slate of nominees.

See convention
insert, pages
9-20
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‘In your light, we see light’

Diocesan Convention is just around the corner. Its
theme – “let your light shine” – is deceptively simple.
This theme is a reference to Matthew 5:14-15: “You
are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot
be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light
to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
What light is Jesus speaking of here? At first, he
seems to identify this light with our “good works,”
but I hope this is not the end of the story: if it comes
down to whatever I do that’s really good, the amount
of light I produce is going to be pretty dim. But if we
take a closer look, we see that Jesus is saying something rather different. The light that shines within us is
not our good works; but if we have any true goodness,
this light will make it visible. Surely this light is Jesus
himself. Just one chapter earlier, Matthew applies this
passage from Isaiah to Jesus: “The people who sat in
darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat
in the region and shadow of death light has dawned”
(Matthew 4:16).
This is the same light we greet with rejoicing as
Easter dawns. Many of us treasure the liturgy of the
Easter Vigil, which begins in a darkened church with
the lighting of the Easter candle. As the deacon carries the candle to the front of the church, we hear
the announcement: “The light of Christ!” And we all
respond, “Thanks be to God.” What is this light, if
not the radiant energy of God’s own abundant love,
reflected in Jesus, crucified and risen? In this light, we
see ourselves in a new way, as sinners who are forgiven
and invited into a new life grounded in reconciliation

and acceptance. In this light, we
see the good work the Holy Spirit
is doing within us or is offering to
do within us: not our works, but
God’s work.
To see ourselves in a new
way is to see others in a new
way also. As Paul says, we are
to see in each other a brother or
sister for whom Christ died (1
Corinthians 8:11). This is even
more challenging than it may
seem at first. We are not only to see others as Jesus
sees them (and so to treat them justly and kindly). We
are also to see that we are connected to them, gathered
together with them into that community from which
no one is excluded, since Christ died for all. Just as the
light of the Easter candle can make us suddenly aware
of how bound up we are with all the people around us
whose faces are illuminated, so to know Christ at all
is to discover we can no longer pick and choose who
we are related to.
To be related to one another in a new way – and to
acknowledge our relationship with people we would
never have felt related to before – is to begin to be a
new kind of community. Paul often describes this as
the discovery that we are all part of one body, which
is Christ. Here it may be appropriate to say that light
radiates from us directly – as the Body of Christ. But
what does this really mean?
My answer: light is energy. Congregations release
energy whenever they see themselves as Christ sees
them and yield themselves to the Holy Spirit to become
whatever God intends them to be. We all know how

Bishop
Thomas E.
Breidenthal

much energy we spend making sure things stay the
way they are, even as we acknowledge there’s room for
improvement. We are devoted to maintaining our buildings, our particular rituals, our schedule of worship, our
habitual understanding of the role of priest and people.
But when we let go a little, and open ourselves to
whatever God has in store for us, that energy becomes
available for God’s work. In that instant, we become “a
city on a hill,” whose light cannot be hid.
I am often asked by the leaders of congregations how
they can attract more new people. My answer is to let
go of something that seems essential to the congregation’s identity but which might be off-putting to newcomers. This will be different for every congregation
– something as simple as changing the time of a Bible
study so people who are working can attend. All of
us can think of one tradition or habit or mindset in our
congregation that is untouchable, not to be changed,
ever. I’m saying that being willing to risk that tradition
for the sake of the Kingdom will release energy – that
is, light – that will attract the world.
We do not have to abandon our heritage as
Episcopalians to do this. Indeed, the Prayer Book tradition, in all its variety and suppleness provides us with a
framework in which we can be creative and risk-taking
without losing our fundamental identity as a people
formed for common life in Christ. It’s the same with
our hymnody and service music.
So as we prepare for our convention next month, let’s
take note of the places where Christ’s light has helped
us see ourselves and one another in new ways. And let’s
also be attentive to light within us which is bursting to
break forth. “For with you, O Lord, is the well of life,
and in your light we see light” (Psalm 36).

Clergy, laity gather to explore common ministry
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
More than 150 lay leaders and clergy from around the
Diocese of Southern Ohio convened Sept. 19 to explore
common ministry.
The meeting, designed by an indaba discussion group
comprised of diocesan leaders, had two main goals: to
gather important information for the bishop and design
team about the diocese’s readiness for common ministry and to generate excitement for further conversation.
This was not, cautioned the Rt. Rev. Thomas E.
Breidenthal, a conference to shape a definitive structure
or a one-size-fits-all definition for common ministry.
“None of us is called to shape anything,” said Bishop
Breidenthal. “We are all called to be shaped by the Holy
Spirit and by one another. We encounter the Holy Spirit
in the common life we already are sharing – if only
we will let go of control and false barriers of claimed

leadership.”
The indaba group set the foundation for the discussion in a document shared with participants.
“In some dioceses, what we are calling common
ministry is referred to as ‘total ministry’ or the ‘ministry
of the baptized,’ and is viewed primarily as an approach
to ministry that provides for pastoral care and worship
leadership in small and/or remote congregations that
cannot afford a full-time, seminary-trained priest.
“Certainly one of the most frequent models of
Common Ministry is the raising up of a ministry
team that provides congregational leadership in areas
often assumed by a seminary-trained priest. However,
this reflects far too restrictive an understanding of
the underlying truth of shared authority for ministry.
Shared authority for ministry is applicable to any and
every congregation, from the smallest to the largest. In
Southern Ohio, common ministry means shared ministry as a model for ministry that is broad and flexible

enough to be adapted to different contexts.”
At the conference, participants split into groups based
on interest: common ministry in regional centers; town/
village models; small churches; and the role of deacons
in common ministry. The groups shared different ways
that their congregations already are engaging in limited
forms of common ministry – from empowering laity to
sharing resources across deaneries. Participants agreed
the conversation should continue in small and large
groups, as different forms of common ministry take
shape in different contexts.
“I believe the Holy Spirit is moving throughout the
church to awaken us to the whole range of common
ministry,” said Bishop Breidenthal. “I pray we open our
hearts and minds to the surprises the Holy Spirit has in
store for us.”
Watch the diocesan website at www.diosohio.org for
more reports and information about the conference and
common ministry.
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Living life to the fullest

My life is interesting these days. When you receive this, it will be only
days away from the diocesan convention in Pittsburgh where, presumably, I will be elected the provisional bishop, and just a few weeks away
from our own convention, for which I still have much responsibility. Each
day brings a juggling act as I field phone calls from Pittsburgh dealing
with a variety of matters, try to complete duties relative to our convention
and attend to a host of meetings and obligations still high on my agenda
here in Southern Ohio. My days end later and begin earlier, and oh, how
I long for God to increase some of those days by two more hours.
In the midst of all this, Mariann and I recently met with a group of
retired clergy and spouses at Procter. During this meeting, each clergy
and spouse shared something of their life after active ministry. I was
struck with how busy and productive each of them is, but how much
more fun they seem to be having, even though aging does bring health
issues. Some have remained engaged in church activities; however, many
have found engaging pursuits outside of the church through travel, volunteer service, music and politics. But one theme was constant: the importance of developing and maintaining interests, activities and friendships
beyond those that occupy our time when we are still actively working.
This is, I believe, a lesson that is applicable to everyone, regardless of
one’s professional life.
When I was younger, I never thought of life after work. Work consumed me, and hobbies and outside activities were squeezed in, but not
central to my identity. “Retirement” seemed a long way away. I have
now been in ordained ministry 41½ years and am about to enter into a
new phase of this vocation. But that time will be limited and so what
after that? This group of retirees had some great suggestions and exuded
much hope.
As part of our “extracurricular” activities, Mariann and I recently
traveled to Cincinnati to see Tom Van Brunt and Anne Wrider in community theater. Earlier in the year we went to Nelsonville to see a play
that Celeste Parsons directed in their community theater. All of the shows
were great. In earlier life, our whole family was active in community
theater, and so we appreciate such efforts and have always tried to take
time to catch a few plays each year. Maybe in retirement, we can get
actively involved again.
Earlier in the month, we were at the Mountain Grace Conference and
homemade quilts adorned the church where we met. Since Mariann took
up quilting, even I have gotten into visiting quilt shows when we travel.
This is a remarkable talent that is so much a part of our American heritage. I am aware that at least one of our clergy (Paul Daggett) is a superb
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The Rt. Rev. quilter, and I am sure there are many more.

A lot of our clergy sing or play musical instru-

Kenneth L. ments in community organizations (including our own
Price Jr.
bishop and spouse who sing with the bishops’ choir). I
was not blessed with this talent, but I have a decent ear
and stand in admiration of those who do participate.
What a great way to praise God . . . and to provide an
outlet! And I love to listen to them!
Many of our Southern Ohio folks participate actively in sports. God did not grant me much coordination
in this arena, but I like to watch sports and when the
going gets particularly rough, I just get lost in a baseball or hockey game. It is my definition of taking a
“mini-vacation.”
So where is all this going? As I try to balance an incredibly busy time
in my life, I am all the more aware of God’s rhythm of life in which
“on the seventh day he rested.” But as I understand this, particularly in
this busy 21st century in which we live, rest does not necessarily mean
doing nothing. Rather I think it means doing something different than
that which we do every day, so that our batteries can recharge, allow our
creativity to soar and feed our innate need to make a difference through
service to others.
I can find every justification in the world to avoid such pursuits –
sometimes even “proudly” saying “I am too busy for such trite things.”
But my day with the retired clergy reminded me that if I do this too much,
then one day when it is time to move beyond active ministry, I might find
myself at a loss.
My temptation was to write my column this month all about convention, but everything you need to know can be found elsewhere in this
Interchange, so instead I will simply say, “I hope to see you at convention. But when you do come to Cincinnati, come early or stay late, and
enjoy the water park at the hotel or go out to dinner in the ‘big city’ with
friends. Catch a show while you are in town or simply take the long route
there and stop along the way to appreciate the beauty and history of our
great state.”
Live your life to the fullest, but as you do, take time to enjoy some
things that have nothing to do with your productive side. You’ll still get
everything you need done, but you’ll be healthier and happier along the
way.
Contact Bishop Price at kprice@diosohio.org.

St. Paul’s, Dayton, recently rededicated its sanctuary, a project that began in June. During his annual visitation, Bishop
Kenneth L. Price Jr. blessed the new communion table,
which was given to the church by Dr. Burt Saidel, Harold
Prigozen and Dr. Richard Cummings. The Rev. Jack Koepke,
rector of St. Paul’s and a Pittsburgh native, also presented
Bishop Price with a Pirates cap and Steelers “Terrible Towel”
in anticipation of the bishop’s possible election as provisional bishop of the Diocese of Pittsburgh.
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Baptism over Skype: 21st Century
technology facilitates 1st Century sacrament
By the Rev. Linda M. Young
Interchange contributor

The baptism in September at St. Philip, Northside,
featured the ancient symbols of water and anointing
combined with the modern technology of Skype. Two
parishioners were baptized but the Godparents of little
Xavion were not able to be there in person because of
some medical issues that had come up the week before.
Not letting a little thing like distance get in the way of
welcoming new members to the Christian community, St.
Philip’s vicar, the Rev. Debbie Gamble asked her techsavvy daughter Lindy to see if she could come up with
a solution. The answer was Skype, an application that
allows voice and video calls over the Internet for free.
The application was already set up at the Godparents’ Left: The image seen over the internet of Rev. Debbie Gamble anointing little Xavion with oil in Baptism. Right: Xavion after
house, since they had been using it to talk to and see his Baptism at St. Philip in Northside.
relatives in Europe, and Lindy was already using Skype
with her friends, so it was simple to put together. Sunday
We listened and watched in person at the parish, which with God’s help.”
morning found them with a few minor glitches, like not meets at the Churches Active in Northside (CAIN) site, and
It was a 21st century way of saying that nothing can stand
having audio from the Godparents, but with a little help Sally and Karl (the Godparents) could hear everything over between God’s love and all of God’s children. Water and oil
from some visitors, all was fixed, and we could see and the Internet and see it on their computer screen “live.” When on one end of the line; pixels and clicks on the other, and two
hear each other just fine.
their moment came, we all heard clearly as they said, “I will, new members were brought into God’s family.

Acolyte preparation:
Mix of physical, mental, spiritual
By Larry Haas

St. Anne develops
MDG curriculum
By the Rev. Jackie Williams
Interchange contributor

Interchange contributor
At Christ Church, Glendale, we
train our acolytes physically, mentally and spiritually. This year we have
13 acolytes to serve in rotation for the
11a.m. service. We believe that the
greatest joy and appreciation for our
liturgical worship has to be experienced in order to be fully appreciated.
And for young people, one of the best
ways to experience the richness of
our liturgy is to be an acolyte.
We offer young people 11 years
and older the opportunity to be an
acolyte. Once they become an acolyte, they may remain in this ministry
until graduation from high school. On Acolytes at Christ Church, Glendale
occasion, we invite college students to
participate in services when they are home on break. We have never had anyone leave the acolyte ministry once they begin.
On a recent Saturday, after a morning of training (mental preparation), we took the group out to the Little Miami River for a
canoe trip (physical preparation). It was an interesting experience because usually by late summer the river is so low that you spend
more time dragging the canoes than paddling. But with all the rain we had this summer, the canoeing was spectacular.
On Sept. 13, we commissioned our team of acolytes (spiritual preparation). This year is particularly special because we
provided new white albs for the acolytes.
During their training, we reminded the acolytes that during a time in history when garments had become very ostentatious,
acolytes wore a simple white garment that was meant to fade into the background, as a symbol that they were first and foremost
servants of God and followers of Christ.

It’s hard for us to understand what extreme poverty really is, and harder yet to understand how we
can make a difference, and why we should even try.
The Millennium Development Goals can be difficult for many people to wrap their minds around.
We are trying to transform lives and cultures that
are half a world away. The extremely poor live
under different values and conditions than we do,
and they are unlikely to be able to thank us for
anything we do for them. When a concept is foreign, literally and conceptually, it’s good to bring it
down to very concrete, very visual, even personalized experiences.
Ideas for interactive learning stations are now offered
on the diocesan website, www.diosohio.org. The stations are intended to provide parishioners with interactive experiences that might help bring the Millennium
Development Goals message to their hearts.
On the site, you will find specific examples of learning stations: pictures, downloadable material, websites, and much more are available. These suggestions
are meant to be a model you can easily replicate.
Questions: Call or email the Rev. Jackie Williams at
513.563.2665 or 513.779.1139 or jackiewilliams@
fuse.net

FORMATION

Mountain Grace VI:
Crossing the river succeeds
For the first time since the conference began
in 2004, Mountain Grace was held outside of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio – and was a great success, with more than 80 participants and a strong
ecumenical presence, with Methodists, Lutherans
and Roman Catholics among the participants and
presenters.
Hosted by the Diocese of West Virginia at
St. John’s, Huntington, the conference theme
“Keeping the Faith in Hard Times” provided the
focus both for the keynote and for the eight conference workshops.
“This theme acknowledged the fact that in
this time of economic crisis, a lot of people are
hurting, both physically and spiritually, and the
Church is working hard to respond,” said Patricia
Haldeman of DisciplesNet, one of the conference
sponsors.
“It is time for Anglicans – and this Methodist
–to rise up and talk about the triple bottom line:
profits, planet and people,” said United Methodist
pastor Larry Fisher in his fiery keynote address.
“The church needs to be the balancing point,
ensuring that economic revival includes the
people.” He cited the Cash for Clunkers program as an example: in his view, the program
addressed profit (the auto industry) and planet
(fuel efficiency) but left out people by destroying
good used cars that poor people could have used
to get to work.
Fisher leads the business incubator at ACEnet
in Athens, a dynamo in rural economic development. He challenged Episcopalians in his audience to model their work on John Wesley, the
Anglican priest whose revival movement gave
birth to the Methodist Church.
Fisher cited parallels for today’s economic
crisis in Wesley’s time: displacement of rural
workers, soaring unemployment, lack of health
care and war. Wesley collected alms, food and
clothing to meet the immediate needs of the poor,
but also established dispensaries, schools, loan
funds, and industries to provide jobs. Wesley
also taught stewardship: “Earn all you can, save
all you can, so you can give all you can,” said
Fisher.
Two of the Mountain Grace workshops illustrated tools within everyone’s reach to recover
environmental sustainability and human health. In
a workshop entitled “Toward a Healthy Planetary
Future,” Sr. Paula Gonzalez, SC, a biologist and
founder of Ohio Interfaith Power and Light,
described nature’s closed loop of producers,
consumers and scavengers as “Trinitarian.” She
described how she moved her house entirely off
the grid by insulation, renewable energy, re-using
materials and holding yard sales to raise any
money she needed.
“Yard sales are the composting society’s industrial waste,” she said, pointing out that Americans

Above: Sr. Faith Margaret teaches a
Mountain Grace workshop on prayer
in hard times. Handmade quilts
by the Rev. Theresa Kelley, Mariann
Price, and others decorated the sanctuary of St. John’s, Huntington, which
hosted the conference.
Right: Mike Maloney, who has
played a vital role in designing every
Mountain Grace conference, received
the Jean Carson Award for lay leadership in Appalachian ministry on the eve of his retirement after a
generation as Appalachian ministry consultant to the Diocese of
Southern Ohio as well as to many regional bodies.
Far right: Sr. Paula Gonzalez, biologist, futurist, and a founder of Ohio Interfaith Power and Light,
speaks at Mt. Grace VI on steps take to reverse environmental devastation.
had gone from having one fountain pen in a
lifetime to throwing away 4,000 Bics. “If we
all lived like North Americans, we’d need four
planets!” she exclaimed.
The other environmental workshop was conducted by Paul Clever and Micki Smith Darnauer,
who shared practical tips on how volunteer networks can provide incredible amounts of locally
grown fresh food to poor people.
The workshop on Prayer in Hard Times was
one of the most popular. The Rev. Carol Callahan
and Sr. Faith Margaret, CSC, described the four
types of prayer and offered helpful advice on
the practice of prayer as a spiritual discipline.
“God knows what we want,” said Sr. Faith
Margaret, “but the act of prayer helps us to focus.
Sometimes we pray just to praise God.”
In a workshop on social networking and

evangelism, the Rev. Jeffrey Queen said, “social
networking takes the primary cultural value of
Appalachians and applies it to the web. When
Appalachians meet, they spend the first 5- to
10-minutes on genealogy. This is our need to be
connected, to be grounded.”
The closing liturgy was held in the beautiful
colonial sanctuary of St. John’s.
“We don’t need a conference to know we are
experiencing hard times,” preached the Rt. Rev.
Kenneth L. Price Jr. “But Jesus told us not to
worry. God will not let us down if we remain
faithful. It may not be the way we want, but we
will be sustained. We all have adversity, experiences that could cripple our lives. Why give
energy to worry? Remember the lillies. Live each
day to the fullest.
“God will make our lives worthwhile.”
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Callahan and
Maloney receive
Carson Awards
On behalf of the diocese’s
Episcopal Appalachian Ministries
committee, Bishop Thomas E.
Breidenthal presented the John
Carson award to the Rev. Carol
Callahan and the Jean Carson
award to Michael Maloney. The
awards recognize outstanding service by clergy and laity
in Appalachian ministry. Both
Callahan and Maloney received
quilted wall hangings in traditional Appalachian patterns
made by the Very Rev. Theresa
Kelley of Wheeling, W.V., and vice
president of Episcopal Appalachian
Ministries. The awards reference the
tremendous role the Rev. John and
Jean Carson played in social justice
and human services during John’s
tenure as rector of St. Mary’s,
Hillsboro. Both died in 2007. Their
daughter, the Rev. Mary Carson
of Cleveland, joined the bishop in
presenting the awards.
The Rev. Dr. Carol Callahan
taught at Southern State
Community College in Adams
County, serving as mentor and
advisor to many students struggling to complete their education. It was in this work that she
became a close friend and associate of the late John and Jean
Carson. Callahan chaired the
diocesan Episcopal Appalachian
Ministries committee, served
on several other diocesan committees and as deacon at the
Church of the Good Samaritan in
Clermont County. She has played
a key role on the Mountain Grace
planning committee since the
creation of the conference in
2004. The award was especially
poignant as she was about to
retire from Good Samaritan and
move to Seattle to be near her
daughter.
Michael Maloney, an esteemed
Appalachian sociologist raised
in Kentucky, has served as
Appalachian Ministry consultant
to the Diocese of Southern Ohio
and regional community organizer for Catholic Social Services,
spearheading a multitude of
grassroots and regional solutions
to community needs. A consultant for the Ohio Arts Council,
he is currently interim coordinator of Episcopal Appalachian
Ministries and staff for the
national Episcopal Network for
Economic Justice. Maloney has
written and lectured extensively
on Appalachian history and culture, contributing articles to several anthologies on Appalachia.
He is co-editor of Appalachia:
Social Context Past and Present
and section co-editor of The
Encyclopedia of Appalachia.
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Priests admitted to Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross
By Louise Bower
Interchange contributor
The first day of August dawned clear and
sunny at Adelynrood Conference Center in
Byfield, Mass. It was a welcome change
from the rain and humidity earlier in the
week. This Saturday was the first day of
the annual Companion Conference of the
Society. The Companion Society is “a community of women, Christ’s disciples, called
by God to a life of prayer, transformation
and reconciliation within ourselves, within
our Companionship, within our faith communities, and within the whole creation.”
Adelynrood is the summer home of the
Companions where many retreats and other
events are held each season.
This weekend was one of the highlights
of the society’s program year. Women who
had spent a year or more discerning their
call to this special spiritual journey would
be admitted to the society, presented by
their sponsors. The group this time included two women, both former priests of the

Diocese of Southern Ohio. The Rev. Anne
Robbins and her daughter, the Rev. Becky
Robbins-Penniman, having joined with
a small group of Companions in Florida,
were being admitted together. While the
Companions includes many women who
are daughters of Companions, this was
perhaps a first – having a mother and
daughter admitted together. Added to that,
Anne and Becky are that rare combination – a mother and daughter who are both
priests.
In late morning, a procession formed
along the drive in front of the buildings
and processed to the chapel for the service of admission. Sponsors presented their
candidates who repeated their vows and
were given a small copper cross as a sign
of their entry into the Society. Following
the service, the procession again formed
and processed through a series of stations
for readings and prayer, ending in the pine
grove behind the buildings, where the ashes
of a deceased Companion were interred
beneath a simple wood cross. A Companion

Deacon writes
children’s book
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musician stood on a small rise near the site,
playing her flute as the line of women, all
dressed in white, walked quietly through the
trees to the site of the internment.
Anne Robbins is well-known in this diocese, having served, both before and after
her 1982 ordination, on Diocesan Council.
From 1979 on, she served as a deputy to
General Convention and head of the deputation for some years. Robbins also served
as chair of the Ministry Committee of the
General Convention. She was a member
of Southern Ohio’s Standing Committee,
the diocesan examining chaplains and the
general examining chaplains prior to her
retirement in 2003 as rector of St. Patrick’s,
Dublin
She now spends most of each year with
her husband Richard in Bonita Springs, Fla.,
where she is involved in several volunteer
activities and does some assisting at Lamb
of God Episcopal/ELCA Church, where her
daughter Becky is the Episcopal rector and
co-pastor of the joint Episcopal/Lutheran
congregation.
crop
marks

Gabriel, Michael, and Rafael: God’s Little Helpers
Bonnie Geiger and Connie J. McCarroll are sisters.
They were born and reared in rural small town Ohio.

St. Philip dedicates Memorial Garden
By Michele Williams
Interchange contributor

Bonnie is a preschool teacher in Huber Heights, Ohio.
Bonnie is a shanachie in the old Irish tradition.

Connie is an Episcopal nun and deacon. Also, she is an
Osteopathic Pediatrician in Dayton, Ohio. They hope this little
book brings the love of GOD anew to those who have never
heard the age old story and renews the story to those who have.

By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor

The two new companions pose with their
sponsors by the Great Cross behind the
center’s buildings. Pictured are (from left
to right) Louise Bower (sponsor), Anne
Robbins, Becky Robbins-Penniman, Sharon
Singleton (sponsor) and Gwen Solyom,
Companion-in-Charge of ‘Far and Near’
Chapter, which includes Florida.

ISBN: 978-1-4415-5052-1
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As a pediatrician, missionary and deacon, the Rev. Connie Jo
McCarroll answers every day the call to help children. So when
she had a vision two years ago during an Advent Lessons and
Carols service, McCarroll responded.
Gabriel, Michael and Rafael: God’s
“Anytime you see a picture of Gabriel, you normally see Little Helpers tells a touching story
this stoic figure,” says McCarroll, who serves as deacon at St. about obedience to God through
George’s, Washington Twp. “But I had this vision of a child the eyes of three angels – Gabriel,
Michael, and Rafael. As he continangel being so excited to tell Mary about Jesus.”
That vision evolved into the publication of McCarroll’s first ued creating Earth and all forms
book, written with her sister, Bonnie Geiger. Gabriel, Michael of life, God gives each of his three
and Rafael: God’s Little Helpers tells the story about obedience helpers specific assignments that
to God through the eyes of three angels – Gabriel, Michael, and are vital to completing the creation.
Michael gets assigned to protect a
Rafael.
McCarroll wrote the story in adult language, then Geiger, a family that is dear to God. Rafael
pre-school teacher translated into children’s words. The sisters has to make sure to keep the famcontacted an illustrator, Russell Cooper, and began their work. ily well. Lastly, Gabriel is tasked to
provide beautiful music to Earth by
At a fundraiser auction at St. George’s, someone donated an
playing the trumpet.
editing project. McCarroll bid and won – and secured an editor Can these three angels fulfill their
for the book.
task in due time? The outcome
“God puts people in our paths to help,” McCarroll says.
awaits readers.
As a deacon, McCarroll proclaims the Good News by reading Visit http://gabrielmichaelrathe Gospel. She sees the book as an extension of that ministry.
fael.com/book.html to learn more
“I’m proclaiming the Good News through this storytelling,” about the book or to place an
says McCarroll. “I hope that kids will see God’s love for us order.
through the birth of his son. I want to bring the love of God to
those who have never heard the story – and for those who have
heard the story, I hope that they’re renewed and reminded of God’s love.”
The sisters have published the book with Xlibris, an on-line, print-on-demand publisher.
McCarroll already is thinking about the next book, perhaps a story about Balaam and the
donkey.

About the book

As the strains of “Taste and See” sweetly
filled the church during communion one
August Sunday, I was transported to a place
of peace, as I looked beyond the glass walls
of the sanctuary to the Memorial Garden at
St. Philip, Columbus. Gazing past the yellow de oro daylilies, the purple delphinium
and the graceful arch of the pebble pathway,
I could see sunbeams dancing and bouncing
off streams of water as they gently cascaded
over the fountain in the center of the courtyard.
Kneeling next to my visiting parents, I
could think only of how beautiful a sanctuary this was to remember a loved one
and how wonderfully made were God’s
creations! I marveled how even in the midst
of sadness, God’s graciousness and his everlasting arms supported three persons
through their grief and comforted them with a vision.
This vision allowed them to imagine and create a sanctuary of beauty from an overgrown courtyard. A secret garden sanctuary nestled within the bosom of St. Philip,
with shady graceful trees and beautiful shrubs and flowers, overflowing with color!
A hidden oasis with a pebble filled labyrinth path and an inviting pergola, beckoning
you to sit and admire and listen…to the birds or the gurgling fountain. A quiet place
to pray or meditate on the names engraved in the pavers…in memory of those whom
we loved and have passed on and to pay homage to the One who loved us first.
The choir sang “Taste and See the goodness of the Lord,” and the soloist rang out,
“My soul shall glorify the Lord…for God has been so good to me.” James Adams,
Marti Smith and Anne Warren cried out to the Lord when they were brokenhearted,
and he answered them and blessed them and us with a beautiful memorial, because
he hears the pleas of the righteous and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
I hope you get a chance to visit our Memorial Garden while it is still awash with
the colors of summer and sit for a while and drink in the goodness of the Lord!

MISSIOn

Faith and facts to save the planet:
Green Seeds equips churches to act
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
When Michael Schut was doing graduate
studies in environmental science, he was the
only identified Christian in the program.
“Others saw the Christian view as bankrupt
and homocentric, a cause of the problem,”
said Schut, staff officer for Environmental and
Economic Affairs for the Episcopal Church.
“We can reconcile this. Be human-centric, and
care for our nest here! Oikos – the Greek word
for ‘household,’ is the root for both economics
and environment.”
This invitation by Schut set the tone for
Green Seeds, a conference equipping Christians
with spiritual, economic and technological tools
to reverse climate change. Sponsored by the
Diocese of Southern Ohio and Ohio Interfaith
Power and Light, the Oct. 3 conference at
Procter Camp & Conference Center convened
leaders from across the country to share strategies for immediate and effective action.
Schut teamed with speakers of several other
faiths to outline Biblical, scientific and economic evidence Christians can use to reverse the
appalling consequences of North Americans’
current patterns of consumption.
“Climate change is the gravest moral question of our time,” he said. “Global warming is
causing not only species loss but also a growing
crisis of hunger, homelessness, migration and
refugees.”
Speakers stressed that those living in the
United States bear an urgent moral responsibility to change their living. U.S. residents represent 4% of the world’s population but produce
28% of the planet’s unsustainable burden of
greenhouse gases.
“Ohio is one of the worst offenders in per
capita energy consumption, coal use and greenhouse gas production” said climate scientist Sr.
Leanne Jablonski at a lunchtime briefing.
Recent Ohio laws mandating that utilities
achieve a target proportion of renewable energy
have literally changed the landscape, giving
advocates a huge infusion of hope and energy.
Ohio Interfaith Power and Light offered a
wealth of practical tools for churches to save
money through energy audits, gas rate savings, rebates and tax credits, and discounts on
energy-efficient products. The organization’s
advocacy chair, Sara Ward, said the group is
starting a Clergy Climate Caucus in major
media markets to write guest columns and to
advocate for conservation.
Participants shared ideas from successful
green business models to recruiting unexpected
allies.
Denominational women’s groups like the
Episcopal Church Women have a great orga-

Green Seeds participants unite and share what each will do to reverse climate change. In the black shirt
is Mike Schut, Episcopal staff officer for Environment and Economics. Greg Hithusen, to his left, is executive director of Ohio Interfaith Power and Light. Last on the right is the Rev. Frank Edmands, Green Faith
Fellow and conference organizer from the Diocese of Southern Ohio.

nizational structure built for advocacy, said the
speakers. They have regular meetings, reading
lists and take on projects; their structure makes
it easy to get information out. But too often
these groups are underutilized.
Speakers throughout the day connected
Scripture to the latest research in biology and
demographics to show how the Church is
poised to play a pivotal role in moving this
economy to a more equitable and sustainable
level of consumption.
“We’re now facing the biggest extinction
event since the dinosaurs, and it is caused by
us,” said Schut. “Extinction is an affront to the
Biblical command to fruitfulness.” He outlined
other Scriptural principles, including Sabbath “ there is enough time to rest, and that includes
creatures and land as well,” and tithing – “a
practice of abundance in an economy that feels
scarce.”
Schut then called on participants to change
this society’s linear economics, which treats
capital, labor and resources as inputs for production and consumption of stuff, generating
massive amounts of pollution and solid waste.
“People and communities are seen merely
as inputs, consumers, or dumping groups, all
desacralized,” he warned.
The urgent mandate, then, is to heal our relationship with the rest of creation, Schut said.
“If your objective in religion is to go to heaven, it’s a directional statement,” agreed Rich
Rastetter, a diaconal student of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. “If your objective is reconciliation, it’s a circle.”
The earth’s own cycles – in which waste
from one organism becomes food for another
– is mirrored in “economies where people live
close to nature,” Schut added. He and other
speakers shared an abundance of resources for
cutting energy use and investing responsibly.
Changing transportation, home energy use
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Action tools

>> Major ecumenical and denominational policy statements are found
at www.protectingcreation.org, www.
CatholicClimateCovenant.org, www.
ohcouncilchs.org
>> Conservation tools for individuals
and institutions are available on these
websites:
>> EPA’s Personal Greenhouse Gas
Calculator, http://epa.gov/
climatechange/emissions/
ind_caluculator/html
>> EPA Green Vehicle Guide,
www.epa/gov.autoemissions and the
Department of Energy’s
www.fueleconomy.gov
>> EPA’s Energy Star program for
homes and congregations, www.energystar.gov
>> Excellent resources for training congregations in conservation and advocacy are
available from Ohio Interfaith Power and
Light www.ohipl.org or its national counterpart http://theregenerationproject.org
>> Southern Ohio congregations can
also contact Sr. Leanne Jablonski, FM,
PhD, at the Marianist Environmental
Education Center in Dayton for spiritual
and scientific resources for reversing
climate change: 937.429.3582 or
Jablonski@udayton.edu

Living and investing
responsibly

Ohio Interfaith Power and Light brought a display
of new, affordable light bulbs including LED and
compact flourescent that fit traditional lamps and
flood sockets but use a fraction of the energy
of incandescent bulbs. Episcopal interior designer
Maris Bernard of Calvary, Clifton, and consultant
Ellen Hall of Cincinnati described ways for homeowners to find environmentally friendly furnishings, cleaning supplies and reduce solid waste.
and food choices are the major steps individuals
can make to reduce their carbon impact.
“There is an implicit and explicit curriculum
in your buildings,” he added, referring to both
homes and churches. “The implicit includes
things such as light bulbs, what kind of energy
they use and how much, and whether there’s
a garden out front. The explicit includes what
is said from the pulpit, the classes offered, the
prayers. Your congregation can provide diverse
entry points, from preaching to field trips, for
connecting social and ecological concerns.”
Several participants represented congregations with Green Teams that are making major
changes to reduce energy use and mobilize their
congregations. Both outreach co-chairs for Ohio
Interfaith Power and Light are Episcopalian:
Meribah Mansfield of St. Patrick’s, Dublin and
Joe Rutter of St. Stephen’s, Columbus.

Groups all over the US are benefiting
from Michael Schut’s books and study
guides Simpler Living, Compassionate
Life: A Christian Perspective and Food
and Faith: Justice, Joy, and Daily Bread.
Schut’s newest book is Money and
Faith: the Search for Enough.
“Use your surplus capital in ways that
do good, or less harm,” he encouraged.
He commends community development
financial institutions that use money to foster economics that cares for people (www.
cdfi.org) and the website www.oikocredit.
org. He mentioned Calvert, Parnassus,
and Domini as mutual funds that focus on
socially responsible investing.

Churches crucial to
reaching public

In the 1990s, Nobel laureates, appalled by
the indifference of the public, turned to religious leaders to bring the urgency of reversing climate change to their members. The
National Catholic Conference, Pope John
Paul II, the National Council of Churches,
Jewish leaders and evangelicals already
had agreed on crucial principles and
charters for environmental advocacy.
“Each group came to it from social
justice concerns. The National Council
of Churches came to it from civil rights,
the evangelicals through the urgency of
Third World suffering reported by World
Vision,” said Sr. Leanne Jablonski,
who holds a doctorate in climate
change and directs the Marianist
Environmental Education Center in
Dayton.
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Churches ask $166,850 in ECSF grants
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor

Forty Episcopal churches in the Diocese
of Southern Ohio have requested grants
from the Episcopal Community Services
Foundation to aid thousands of people suffering through the recession. The grant requests
for 2010 total $166,850 – 18% more than
last year and the highest in years.
Unemployment has soared in many Ohio
communities like Dayton, devastated by auto
industry cuts, where the 12.9% jobless rate
in August compared to 8.8% the previous
summer. The DHL closing in Wilmington
has raised unemployment to 16.5% in nearby
Highland County, where ECSF grants to St.
Mary’s help provide food, emergency assistance, and shelter.
This fall’s grant proposals outline 47 different ministries providing solutions from
shelter to GED classes. The requested funds
will augment a huge investment of local

talent and resources as
offering parishioners’
churches continue to
business skills to a
You can help!
ramp up community
coalition to start a
ECSF is now beginning a drive to raise at least
$75,000 by diocesan convention and $150,000 by
ministry.
non-profit tempoyear’s end to equip churches to respond to unprecVirtually every
rary labor service
edented needs. We can do this if we all pull together!
food pantry or emerthat will pay workAs of Sept. 25, we’ve raised $40,000! You can
gency assistance proers far better than
pledge by writing Ariel Miller at ECSF@eos.net
gram reports a mascommercial labor
or give on ECSF’s website at
sive increase in the
halls and build
www.ECSFsouthernohio.org
numbers of people seektheir skills for pering aid. InterParish Ministry
manent employment.
in Amelia served 42% more people in the first
• St. Paul’s, Greenville, has started a
quarter of 2009 than the same period last year, micro-loan fund in partnership with a transiand the Dayton Episcopal food pantry at St. tional housing ministry serving ex-offenders.
Andrew’s is on track to provide food to 50% This will enable ex-offenders to get drivers’
more people than last year.
licenses, fix their cars, and overcome other
The proposals are packed with proof that barriers to employment. A vocational counchurches are not only expanding emergency selor and other skilled parishioners will menassistance, but they are pulling together their tor and advocate for the former prisoners.
talents and resources with great creativity to
• Building on a strong track record
lift people out of poverty.
of hosting 12-step groups and providing
For example:
health education, All Saints, Portsmouth, is
• Church of the Advent in Cincinnati is partnering with a mental health agency to

create a safe house for women striving to
recover from addiction, filling a major gap
in Scioto County. The church will provide
many activities to help the women prevent
relapse.
• St. Andrew’s in Dayton is recruiting
music therapists to work with inner-city
children who have behavioral challenges
that impair their ability to learn. The parish
will add art and music activities to the free
tutoring and homework help it offers two
days a week in partnership with the Dayton
Public Schools.
Several churches and partner non-profits are learning to use the Benefit Bank to
provide free tax preparation, screening and
completing applications for Medicaid, food
stamps, home energy grants (HEAP), school
lunch, and federal and college-based financial
aid for higher education. To learn more about
this free web-based program, visit www.obb.
ohio.gov or contact ECSF’s Ariel Miller, a
Benefit Bank trainer, at ECSF@eos.net.

ECSF grant recipients share victories
It starts with shock.
“Recently, there was one little girl, maybe seven or eight
years old, who returned for more servings four or five
times,” the Rev. Kitty Clausen wrote in September from the
monthly Friendship Dinner at St. James, Zanesville. “When
the server asked how hungry she was, she said she hadn’t
eaten for several days. She finished everything she took. An
older man was also very thankful for the meal, since he said
it was his first meal in three days.”
But despite Ohio’s stark economic plight, stories of
survival and transformation keep flowing in from ECSF
grantees.
“A young lady entered our shelter seeking shelter because
her boyfriend put her and her three children out,” wrote Dixie
Schmid from Interfaith Hospitality Network in Springfield, a
ministry in which Christ Church plays a major role. “She was
determined to change her life and worked diligently to find
housing and employment. When she first applied for housing
through the metropolitan housing authority she was denied
because of a negative landlord reference. She appealed that
decision and (the housing association) ruled in her favor.
The odds were stacked against her, but she was persistent in
turning her life around. After putting in many applications
for housing, she was finally approved, and shortly after she
was hired for full-time employment. She has made a stable
home for her children. To further improve her life, she has
enrolled in Clark State Community College.”
“Frank has been coming to Street Church and His
Place for two years,” wrote the Rev. Lee Anne Reat of
St. John’s, Columbus. “He lived in a tent that he received
from St. John’s until this summer when he started working
the AA program with a member of the parish. That led
to his decision to go into treatment through the Veteran’s
Administration. Frank is now waiting to enter a long-term

treatment program through which he will be eligible for
permanent supportive housing, financial assistance, and job
training. He credits his decision to his friends at St. John’s
and his renewed faith in God.”
“We recently hosted a couple in their early 20s with a
four-year-old boy and an 18-month-old baby girl,” wrote
Georgine Getty, executive director of Interfaith Hospitality
Network Cincinnati, the family shelter whose volunteers
include members of at least 11 Episcopal churches.
“The father had his hours cut so severely that it cost more
in gas for him to get to work than he was earning, leaving the
mother to support the family on her income from a fast food
restaurant. They were hanging in there until their car broke
down, and she couldn’t get to work and got fired. They then
stayed with her mother while they looked for work until her
mother’s landlord found out and threatened to kick them all
out. By the time they came to IHN, they had been living in
their broken car for a week. The children were dirty, hungry
and exhausted. The first day they were here, the little boy
fell asleep in my lap, and the little girl slept in our childcare
coordinator’s arms all day. It was the first time they felt at
peace enough to sleep in over a week.
“After a few days of rest, hot showers and home-cooked
meals at the congregations, you couldn’t believe the change
in this family. The children came to us wearing only t-shirts
and underpants, but a volunteer provided a bag of donated
clothing and their mother changed their clothes, I swear,
three times a day, just because she could. The little boy
started talking a blue streak, and the little girl turned out to
be a complete ham, charming us all.
“This family recently left us to go into their own apartment. They also received a donated car to help them resume
work. We serve over 110 families a year, just like this one,
and 67% of them never return to homelessness.”

Confirmands from Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming,
entertain homeless children sheltered in Christ Church,
Glendale’s Sunday School rooms as part of the Interfaith
Hospitality Network in Cincinnati.
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Sharonville, Ohio | November 6-7, 2009
Thursday Evening
6:00-7:30 p.m.
		

Early Registration
Reception for Bishop and Mrs. Hart at Christ Church, Glendale
Early Exhibit Set Up

8-10 a.m.		
		
10 a.m.		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
Noon		
1:30 p.m.		
		
		
		
		
		
		
4:40 p.m.		
5 p.m.		
6 p.m.		
7 p.m.		

Registration
Exhibits open
Seating by congregations
Call to Order, Prayers by the Sisters of the Transfiguration
Welcome by the Host Deans and Provosts
First Report of the Credentials Committee
Notice of congregations with delinquencies
Adoption of the agenda
Ratification of Convention officers
Approval of Minutes of 134th Convention
Special Resolution regarding St. Paul’s, Martins Ferry and Trinity,
Bellaire
Report of the Nominating Committee and First Ballot
Ratification of the Bishop’s appointments to committees
Ratification of written reports of committees
First Report of the Committee on Constitution and Canons
First Report of the Committee on Resolutions
First Report of the Budget Committee
Report from Council on follow up of last year’s resolutions
Report from the Trustees
Introduction of New Clergy since last Convention
Introduction of the Diocesan Staff
Report from the General Convention Deputies
Lunch (on your own)
Second Report of the Credentials Committee
Report of Tellers and 2nd Ballot
Bishop’s Keynote Address
Bible study on Matt. 5:14-16
Introduction of Bishop Hart by World and National Mission
Remarks from Bishop Hart
Table Reflections on how congregations’ lights are shining
Evening Worship led by the Youth
Recess
Reception
Convention Banquet and Entertainment

Friday

Saturday
9 a.m.		
		
		
		
		
		
		
Noon		
		
		
1:30 p.m.
		
		
		
3 p.m.		

Holy Eucharist (Clergy vested and processing)
Sermon by Bishop Breidenthal
Third Report of the Credentials Committee
Report of Tellers and third ballot, if needed
Discussion of the proposed canonical revisions and vote
Discussion of the budget resolutions and vote
Begin discussion of the resolutions and vote
Noonday prayers by the Sisters of the Transfiguration
Box Lunches
Clergy Spouse/Partners luncheon
Fourth Report of the Credentials Committee
Continuation of discussion and vote on resolutions
Courtesy Resolutions
Invitation to the 136th Convention in Cambridge, Ohio
Benediction and Adjournment

* Note Each of the ten deaneries has been requested to bring a five-minute presentation on how
God’s light is shining in their deanery, which will be shown on the screens at a convenient time.
Also, the youth will have speakers and a presentation. These will be interspersed on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning and afternoon when appropriate.

D

elegates and guests of the 135th Diocesan Convention on Nov. 6-7 will explore this theme
from Matthew 5 in small-group discussions and Bible Study as well as through special deanery
presentations and addresses by Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal and Bishop Jonathan Hart of the
Episcopal Church of Liberia.
Hosted by the Cincinnati West and Miami River deaneries, this year’s convention kicks off at 10
a.m. on Friday, Nov. 6. Sisters from the nearby Community of the Transfiguration will serve as chaplains and lead the gathering in prayers. Students from Bethany School, run by the convent, are expected to help with
hospitality, and youth from around the diocese will make special presentations and offer Friday evening worship.
On Saturday, convention resumes around the common table with a service of Eucharist.
Key agenda items include consideration of the 2010 budget, five resolutions and changes to the Constitution
and Canons as well as the election of leaders to key posts in the diocese. Delegates also will hear presentations
from General Convention deputies and the Trustees of the Diocese.
This special section of Interchange will serve as the convention packet so please bring it with you to preconvention hearings and to convention. Also visit www.diosohio.org, How we work, Convention for more
information or forms.

Constitution and Canons proposals
The Constitution and Canons Committee unanimously agreed to bring four proposals to convention for consideration and action this year.
Proposals:
- Change diocesan canons to permit deacons to
stand for election as clergy to Diocesan Council, and
- Change the diocese’s Constitution to permit
deacons to stand for election as clergy to Standing
Committee.
Reasoning: There remain only two places where
deacons are precluded from the ability to be elected
to positions within the diocese where clergy are eligible for election – Diocesan Council and Standing
Committee. The committee received requests from
Diocesan Council, Standing Committee, provosts and
deans, as well as deacons Pamela Elwell and Douglas
Argue, to eliminate this discrimination against deacons,
so that they would stand equal with priests in eligibility
to stand for election to these important diocesan bodies.
The committee concurs with this change and recommends changes to the Canons and the Constitution.
Action items:
1. Be it resolved that Canon XII.3 be amended to
eliminate the word “Presbyter” and substitute therefor
the word “Clergy.”
2. Be it resolved that Article VIII of the Constitution
be amended to eliminate use of the word “Presbyter”
and substitute therefor the word “Clergy.”
Proposal
- Change diocesan canons to permit clergy of other
denominations with which The Episcopal Church is in
full communion and who serve a diocesan congregation to have full rights as clergy at our conventions.
Reasoning : As The Episcopal Church has increased
the list of denominations with which we are in full
communion, so the service of clergy from these fullcommunion denominations to our congregations has
increased. The committee recommends that a cleric
of a full-communion denomination who is serving
in any congregation of the diocese should be entitled
to participate in convention as though an Episcopal

clergy member, while serving that congregation. We
therefore recommend an addition to Canon III.3.
Action item:
Be it resolved that Canon III.3 be amended to add
the following sentence at its end: “In addition to
Clergy canonically resident in the Diocese, any cleric
duly ordained in a denomination in full communion
with the National Church who is serving in any
Congregation shall be entitled to seat, voice and vote
so long as that person is at that time in the service of
said Congregation.”
Proposal
- Add a specific reference within our canons to the
“Dennis Canon” that is in the canons of The Episcopal
Church.
Reasoning: The Dennis Canon is The Episcopal
Church’s provision that governs property within the
Church and diocese. Consistent with constitutional
legal rulings, it generally provides that all property
held by entities within The Episcopal Church is held
in trust for The Episcopal Church and the diocese.
The committee recommends that a specific incorporation of this provision be included as a helpful
reminder and reference within our canons.
Action item:
Be it resolved that Canon XI be amended to add a
new section 7, to read as follows:
“All Property Held in Trust.
7. The Diocese is a constituent part of the National
Church, and all Congregations, corporations, societies, committees or organizations of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio are constituent parts of the Diocese
of Southern Ohio, and as such accede to the doctrine,
discipline and worship of the National Church and to
the Constitutions and Canons of the National Church
and the Diocese of Southern Ohio. As provided in the
National Church’s Canons, the Diocese of Southern
Ohio and its constituent parts hold title to all property,
real and personal, in their care and custody in trust
for the National Church and the Diocese of Southern
Ohio.”
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Nominations

Convention delegates will elect several people to leadership positions within the diocese. To help inform the voters, nominees were asked to answer to
submit a photo and answer two questions. They are:
1. Please reflect on your participation in the life of your congregation, the diocese, and the larger community.
2. Why do you feel God is calling you to serve in this position?
Those elected also are required to take anti-racism training within the first year. All of the nominees either already had taken the training or pledged to
take it within the next 12 months.

Budget Committee
The Budget Committee is a committee of Diocesan Council responsible for preparing and
reviewing the annual operating budget of the diocese. (Canon XIII)
Elect one clergy, Class of ‘12

George Glazier | St. Stephen’s, Columbus
1. I have served the church for more than 30 years in five dioceses.
In addition to regular parish responsibilities in those dioceses, I have
been a leader in diocesan youth work, campus ministry, a Commission
on Ministry and chair of a diocesan liturgy and music committee. In
all these, it is the budget of the diocese that has determined to a large
extent what we were able to do and not to do. Helping to ensure that the
budget serves the work of the church in Southern Ohio is something I
find rewarding.
2. I have been chair of the Budget Committee for three years and feel
that, having mastered many of the in’s and out’s of this budget, I can be helpful in continuing
to make the budget fit the changing needs of the diocese.

Eileen O’Reilly | All Saints, Pleasant Ridge
1. I have been a member of Diocesan Council, and I am familiar with
the diocesan budget and the budget process. I was the chief operating/
financial officer for my diocese in Ireland. I have managed a business
and was manager of a local bank branch. I am familiar with the work,
the faith needed in the process and the bottom line.
2. I have been given the gifts to serve in the position. I believe God
calls us to use the gifts we have been given.

Diocesan Council
Diocesan Council is the continuing Diocesan Convention throughout the year. Council
meets six times each year, or as called. They review budget and mission share requests, oversee the systemic review and work with the bishops on ministry and mission decisions in the
diocese. (Canon XII)
Elect three lay, Class of ‘12

Helen Davis | Our Saviour, Mount Auburn
1. I have served as junior warden, assist in building maintenance
and support our many outreach programs, including our new ministry to Latinos who join us in a bilingual liturgy. In the diocese, I
served on Diocesan Council several years ago and was drawn to
the openness and commitment of our current bishop and suffragan
and to the wisdom and wideness of Bishop Thompson’s ministry, as well as to the faithful energy of its lay members and clergy.
In the larger community, I have supported the work of Paula Jackson,
our vestry, and the entire congregation in reaching out to be an inclusive
community that welcomes all persons and respects their dignity. One of our special outreach
services includes maintaining a StreetChurch program in lower Vine Street, where many
homeless persons share with us in Sunday afternoon prayers, discussion and a sandwich.
They now watch for us and are lifted in spirit by our interactions. We also helped spearhead
the formation of a union to support the local janitors, called Janitors for Justice, and eventually won a contract and a liveable wage from all the Cincinnati buildings which they regularly

clean. I am committed to the poor and to those who seek justice and peace in all of our programs that serve the city and draw folks to our parish.
2. I believe in the communion of saints and the call to be active in the call of Jesus to feed,
clothe, support and love all who need the loving kindness of Jesus in his ministry. We do what
we do to act on this call, which in turn keeps calling us and healing us. I know that we are
called to live in community and Communion. I could not function as a faithful person without
the ways in which the Holy Spirit touches my life, through the prayers, love, perseverance
and commitment of my sisters and brothers in Christ. We are truly a Spirit Family in which
the love of God and the life gift of Christ empower and enable us. The reality imbedded in
the statement that “I am because we are” has saved me so many times that I have never felt
separated from God.
Elect two presbyters, Class of ‘12

John Brandenburg | East Central Ohio Cluster
1. I currently serve as the area missioner for the ECO Cluster in
eastern Ohio. Prior to that, I served as a deacon at the Church of Our
Saviour for 15 years. I served on the Diocesan Review Committee for
three years and as a board member of Episcopal Community Services
Foundation for six years. I am an active member of the ministerial
associations in the three communities in which I serve (Martins Ferry,
Bellaire and Cambridge) and am currently the board president of
Faith in Action Caregivers, an organization that serves elderly and disabled individuals in Ohio and Marshall counties in West Virginia and
Belmont County in Ohio.
2. Because God has called me to serve in the eastern section of the diocese, an area in
which I also grew up, I feel that I can represent the interests and needs of this area to the
diocese at large. I believe that all areas of the diocese should be represented on Diocesan
Council, and I will faithfully represent the eastern area in that Council.

Leslie Flemming | St. Peter’s, Gallipolis, and Grace
Church, Pomeroy
1. After a career in university administration, I retired from Ohio
University, received my M.Div. from Bexley Hall, and was ordained a
priest in June 2008. I serve as priest-in-charge of St Peter’s, Gallipolis
and Grace Church, Pomeroy. I was appointed to fill an unexpired
term and have already served nearly a year on Council. I also chair
the Appalachian Ministries Commission, am a coordinator for Safe
Church training and served on the Christian Formation Commission. I
have been an Episcopalian for more than 40 years, served on vestries in
three different dioceses and served on the Commission on Ministry in the Diocese of Arizona.
I also serve on the boards of Community Food Initiatives and the Meigs Cooperative Parish
and chaired the board of Planned Parenthood of Southeast Ohio.
2. As a university administrator, I had extensive experience with budgets, facilities, personnel matters, legal issues and many academic concerns. I believe God is calling me to put my
skills and experiences to use not only in my parishes but also at the diocesan level. As a representative of small parishes in southeast Ohio, I also bring their perspectives to any diocesan
discussions. Most important, service on council allows me to convey a diocesan perspective
more clearly to parish members and might also enable me to encourage more people to get
involved in diocesan affairs.
continued on next page
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Deb Gamble, St. Philip, Northside
1. As the vicar of a small, but mighty, inner-city mission, I am
blessed with a vast array of exciting and non-traditional opportunities
to minister to many different people in a variety of ways. In cooperation with CAIN, Churches Active in Northside, our entire congregation
has the opportunity to feed the hungry, cloth the naked and support a
diversity of people in a hands-on, sacrificial and sacramental ministry.
I also am active in the immediate neighborhood of Northside as well
as surrounding communities. I conduct a monthly Eucharist service at
a local (Methodist) retirement center and a quarterly service at another
(Presbyterian) center. I serve as the board president for CAIN and also work with our local
elementary school. I am involved in the diocese and participate at many levels, including participating in many diocesan activities and programs, most notably the summer camp program
at Procter. Last summer, we sent more than a dozen children and teens to age-level camp and
36 parishioners joined together at Family Camp.
2. During the last three years I have served on Diocesan Council, and at this point I believe
that I have an understanding of the operational and ministry of this group. It is my discernment that God would have me continue to build on this experience and serve a second term.

Diocesan Review Committee
The Diocesan Review Committee receives and reviews allegations of clergy misconduct.
(Canon 3, Section 1 of Title IV)
Elect one lay, Class of ‘12

Elizabeth Barker | St. Patrick’s, Columbus
1. I am active and committed to the life of my Christian community.
The focus of this community for me is St. Patrick’s, Dublin. At my
home parish, I serve as a lay reader, chalice bearer, lay Eucharistic
minister, choir member, Stephen Minister, Education for Ministry
mentor and choir member. As a professional, I have had training in
dispute mediation. I am a fellow of the American Academy of Nurse
Practitioners and a fellow of the American College of Health Care
Executives. I teach advanced practice nursing as well as management
and leadership at both the master’s and doctoral levels. I am a skilled
listener and organizational mediator. I have had experience in dealing with personnel and
system issues. I believe that I have the skills and temperament to be an effective member of
this committee.
2. As I begin the “home stretch” in my training through the Southern Ohio Lay Leadership
Initiative, I have been working on opening myself to what God has for me to do in the diocese. In addition to the spirituality development through my involvement in Faith in Life
committee and EFM, I believe that the Diocesan Review Committee will be an excellent fit
for my professional training and my spiritual development. I believe that I can be an asset to
the healing process that is an inevitable part of the work of this committee.
Elect one clergy, Class of ‘12

Stockton Wulsin | St.Andrew’s, Cincinnati
1. Much of the ministry I have been entrusted with in the parish has
been to help people discover the transforming and healing presence of
Christ in the midst of loss or hardship. I have had to learn the balance
between facing emotions and circumstances honestly and embracing
the promises of redemption and healing known in Christ. This combination is our hope and promise in the broken world in which we live.
2. I have been asked to consider serving on the Diocesan Review
Committee and am willing to do so to the best of my ability and as my
service may be needed.
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Ecclesiastical Trial Court
Judges of the Ecclesiastical Trial Court receive allegations of clergy misconduct and makes
decisions, if needed, about discipline of clergy. (Canon XVIII)
Elect one clergy, Class of ‘12

John Brandenburg
See biography information under Diocesan Council
2. Because God has called me to serve in the Eastern section of the
Diocese, an area in which I also grew up, I feel that I can represent the
interests and needs of this area to the diocese at large. As I have already
served on the Diocesan Review Committee, I feel that it is a logical
progression to serve on the Ecclesiastical Trial Court.

Bill Carroll | Good Shepherd, Athens
1. I have served as rector of Good Shepherd, Athens for more than
three years and as Episcopal chaplain to Ohio University. In Athens, I
have been an active board member of the Athens AIDS task force and
Rural Action, a sustainable development organization. I also have been
active in advocacy efforts around housing the homeless and fighting
poverty. In the diocese, I am serving on the Commission on Ministry
and as chair of the examining chaplains for deacons.
2. Since I have been ordained priest, I have been involved in resolving two situations that ended in colleagues being disciplined under Title
IV. It was difficult and painful work, but I believe it was also necessary and holy ministry that
strengthened the Church. I have strong commitment to upholding the doctrine, discipline and
worship of the Episcopal Church. I also believe that I have the personal integrity to administer fair and impartial justice according to the Constitution and Canons of this diocese and of
the Episcopal Church. Furthermore, I see the baptismal vows as the basic framework for our
obligations to one another within our church community.

Episcopal Community Services Foundation
An independent supporting foundation of the diocese that encourages, supports through
grants and education programs and helps to sustain volunteer community service performed
under the sponsorship of Episcopal Church congregations and deaneries.
Elect three people, lay or clergy, Class of ‘12

Lauren (Cuff) Faller | Campus Ministry, Wright State
1. At Wright State, I am the immediate past president of the Newman
Catholic Student Association on campus. I have been on the equivalent
of the vestry, an acolyte, a lector, an usher, and sometimes the grounds
crew. Participating in campus ministry with my denominational
cousins has taught me (and hopefully them) a lot about the Episcopal
and Roman Catholic churches, as well as the nature of personal faith
and the importance of tradition. Together, we create community on a
campus where less than 25 percent of the students live on campus and
most of these residential students leave every weekend. We participate in service projects on campus, in Dayton, and around the world.
In the diocese, I have volunteered as a page for the past three conventions. This has allowed me to see the inner workings of our business as Church. I have served
as an alternate delegate from St. Andrew’s, Washington Court House. My experiences at
Procter (as camper, volunteer and conference center staff) also have given me a deeper appreciation for the varied gifts we as a diocese share. Nationally, I serve as a coordinator for the
General Convention of The Episcopal Church. In this capacity, I worked in Columbus and
Anaheim with a team from across the country addressing the needs of the convention. This
spring, I plan on beginning work for the 77th General Convention in Indianapolis in 2012.
2. I feel that God is calling me to reach beyond my daily circle to facilitate His work in the
world. I think that my age (23) and my unique experience as a current graduate student and
PK (Preacher’s Kid) will allow me to add to the good work being done by the ECSF board. I
am by nature a facilitator - I want my work to allow someone else to be able to do their work.
Through ECSF, I feel that I can help do that.
continued on next page
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ECSF, continued

Dan Fulton | St.Alban’s, Bexley
1. I have been a member of St. Alban’s since 1996, when my
family transferred from Memphis, Tenn. Raised Methodist, I joined
the Episcopal church in 1989. I served as volunteer youth leader
and on the vestry of St. John’s, Memphis. At St. Alban’s, I have
served as youth leader, lay reader, chalice bearer, acolyte coordinator, layreader/chalicist coordinator, senior high (J2A) teacher and
webmaster, as well as on the youth council, worship and communications committees. I am completing a first term (appointed) on the
board of the Episcopal Community Services Foundation (ECSF) and
currently serve as its treasurer. Additionally, I am an appointed member of the diocesan
Finance Committee and attended the 2007 and 2008 diocesan conventions as a delegate.
I received a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the University of Memphis
and a master’s of business administration from Capital University. I am currently employed
in the finance department of Molina Healthcare. In my “free” time, I serve as a USS (United
States Swimming) referee and assistant coach for the Bexley High School swim team.
2. I have enjoyed the experience of my first term on the board of ECSF and would welcome the opportunity to continue work to serve the outreach needs of diocese.

Bill Nelson | St. Barnabas, Montgomery
1. Service within my parish has ranged from lector, chorister,
Eucharistic minister and acolyte guild master to lay leader of ALPHA,
columbarium trustee and senior warden. For my entire 15 years at St.
Barnabas, I also have been active in outreach programs, especially
Habitat and Findlay St. Neighborhood House in Cincinnati’s Central
West End. For the latter, I head the Weekday Bread Program and cochair the Panera Program with my wife. I represented the parish as a
delegate to diocesan convention for several years and have served on
the ECSF Grants Committee for the past three years. I am a former
member of the May Festival Chorus. I was similarly active in two parishes in the Diocese of
Dallas and the Diocese of the Rio Grande.
2. The past three years on the ECSF Grants Committee, reinforced by the St. Barnabas
outreach ministries in which I have been involved, have been an education and an awakening
for me in terms of the growing needs of those who live on the margins of society in our community and region. Those needs have grown exponentially over the past two or three years.
God’s call to me is two-fold: to make more of a difference in those lives personally, and to
influence a greater commitment on the part of my fellow parishioners. I also believe that my
skill set in marketing can help proclaim the ECSF message in the diocese.

Standing Committee
The Standing Committee is the bishop’s council of advice and the ecclesiastical authority
in the absence of the bishops. It also shares responsibility for the ordination process, is consulted for consent for the election and consecration of new bishops in the church and reviews
requests from congregations to encumber their property. (Constitution VIII)
Elect one lay, Class of ‘12

Chips Lanier | St.Andrew’s, Dayton
1. Since arriving in this diocese more than 25 years ago, I have served
both my parish and the diocese in numerous elected and appointed positions. At the parish level, I have been a vestry member, senior warden
and treasurer for multiple terms. At the diocesan level, I have been
elected to Diocesan Council for a total of four terms and currently serve
on Diocesan Council as a Bishop’s Appointee. As a member of council,
I was elected as first vice-president for several years. Additionally, I
was appointed as lay director for Cursillo for three years and served as
its treasurer for an additional three. Beyond the church, I remain active
in my college alumni association, where I serve as placement coordinator for our Southwest
Ohio chapter and am a new cadet recruiter for the state of Ohio.
2. I believe that my work in both parish and diocesan levels, with the bishops, and with
multiple committees and commissions in facilitating the work of the Church has given me the
types of experience that will enable me to be effective as a member of Standing Committee.
It will allow me to continue to serve the diocese and the Episcopal Church at large.

Debby Stokes | St. Philip, Columbus
1. I have been a member of St. Philip Episcopal Church in Columbus
since 1975. During that time, I have participated as a junior warden,
vestry person, choir member, lay Eucharistic minister, Altar Guild
member and a member of the Columbus Deanery. Within the diocese,
I am currently serving as a lay deputy to the 2009 General Convention,
chair of the Racism Training Task Force, trainer for the Worship Leader
Training and the Anti-Racism Training, Representative to Province V,
member of the Standing Committee and chair of the Ohio Episcopal
Celebration at Kenyon 2010 Conference.
2. I believe that God has given each of us gifts that He intends for us to use to carry
out His purpose. God has blessed me with a gift of leadership. As a public health social
work administrator for more than 30 years, I was privileged to be an advisor to the director and the division chief of Child and Family Health Services at the Ohio Department of
Health. My role afforded me opportunities to serve in decision-making positions as well
as to serve on statewide boards and committees in preparation for serving the church.
I was blessed to have been elected to serve a term on the Standing Committee. This has been a
very rewarding experience in serving the diocese and our bishop. I am seeking a second term to
continue what I believe God is calling me to do. I bring to the table lifelong leadership experience along with a love and compassion for this diocese. I would like your support in providing
me with the opportunity to serve this diocese as a member of the Standing Committee.
Elect one presbyter, Class of ‘12

Phillip College | St. John’s, Worthington
1. I have been an active member of this diocese since 1980, both as
a lay person at Christ Church, Springfield and later as a priest. Since
ordination I have served four congregations - St. Alban’s, Bexley as
associate rector, St. James, Zanesville as rector, St. Mark’s, Upper
Arlington as interim rector, and St. John’s, Worthington as rector.
I have also enjoyed doing Sunday supply throughout the diocese.
As a priest I have now attended three General Conventions. In
2006, I served as alternate deputy to the 2006 General Convention
in Columbus. I have been a clergy member of the Diocesan
Council (Budget Committee and Resolutions Committee). I have also served on the
Bishop’s Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources, the Diocesan Addiction
and Recovery Ministries Committee, and the Diocesan Commission on HIV/AIDS.
I was an active clergy leader in the East Central Ohio cluster of parishes and missions. I also
have served as the president of the Clergy Association of Southern Ohio and as a frequent
representative to the National Network of Clergy Assocations.
2 .I have a long, well-rounded knowledge of this diocese, and I have a passion for serving
God’s church. I believe I am a visionary leader, a prayerful and thoughtful decision maker
and a spiritually grounded anchor. I have a positive relationship with both of our bishops
and with diocesan staff, and I wish to continue to offer them support. I want keep my parish
highly connected and involved in the diocese, and I also want to continue to develop my own
leadership skills and knowledge.

Jackie Matisse | St. Patrick’s, Lebanon
1. I have served St. Patrick’s as their rector for 18 years. Before that I
served as associate rector of Christ Church, Glendale and reopened and
directed the diocesan camping program for four years. St. Patrick’s has
given me the opportunity to lead and grow in a healthy, faithful community. Together we are challenged to be a people who live the gospel
and offer our various gifts to that purpose. I also serve as dean of the
Miami River Deanery, participate in the systemic review and professional development committees and belong to the Procter Board of
Trustees. Though I am not formally connected to many organizations in
Lebanon, I am involved and have been enriched through many informal,
recreational and community-building relationships through the years.
2. Colleagues, parishioners and friends outside the church have often named wisdom, truth
telling and an ability to reconcile people and ideas as gifts I bring to the table. I have been
encouraged to offer them to the larger church community as well as to receive a broader
vision of ministry from that community. I also bring 21 years of varied experience in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. This is a good time for me to broaden my service in the diocese
and Standing Committee seems to be an appropriate venue.
continued on next page
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Trustee of the Church Foundation
Trustees are responsible for administering loans and funds for church buildings. (Articles
of Incorporation)
Elect one lay or clergy, Class of ‘14

Karen Burnard | Holy Trinity, Oxford
1. I am currently serving as the rector of Holy Trinity Church and
Campus Ministry (Miami University) in Oxford. My ordained life in
the diocese began at Trinity on Capitol Square in Columbus. From
Trinity I was appointed vicar of St. Andrew in Pickerington. For the past
several years I have served on the Ecumenical-Interfaith Commission
of the diocese. A former board member of the ecumenical Campus
Ministry Center in Oxford, I now serve on the board of The Knolls of
Oxford and the Miami University-Knolls partnership committee. Other
ministries include the Family Resource Center of Oxford, the Benefit
Bank of Ohio, and Habitat for Humanity. In the global community I have co-led two mission
trips to San Pedro de Macoris in the Dominican Republic. The last line of a story I recently
wrote is the true reflection of my life at Holy Trinity, in this diocese, and within the larger
community: “Still a neophyte, I am sometimes teaching, ever learning, always thankful.”
Thanks be to God.
2. Frankly, someone from the nominating committee asked me to run for this position. I
agreed because I appreciate those who serve on the nominating committee and their process.
In my experience it is often hindsight which confirms God’s call. God may be calling me
because I have some experience with new and old buildings, having served in the following
three kinds of buildings:
1) a historical landmark church built in the 19th century
2) a small house with a new, large, architect-designed, addition, which includes a nave in
which 400 people have worshipped at one time, bathrooms, sacristy, narthex, multi-use space
3) a mid-20th century building similar to a few others in the diocese
In any case, if I can help out by serving in this way, why not?

Trustee of the Diocese
The elected trustees are responsible for management of diocesan and certain other investments and property owned by the diocese; and for serving as the board of advisors to the
bishop on administration of the William Cooper Procter Fund. (Canons XI)
Elect one lay or clergy, Class of ‘14

Jim Heathcote | St. Mary, Hillsboro
1. My participation in the diocese includes: chair, Resolutions
Committee; treasurer, Commission on Congregational Life; and member of National & World Mission Commission. In my home church
of St. Mary’s, Hillsboro, I am senior warden and lay reader. In my
community, I serve as chairman of volunteers of the Southern Ohio
Veterans Home; scholarship chair of Beta Theta Pi House Board of
Directors; and a member of the Order of Daedalians (a military pilot’s
organization).
2. I believe I can contribute to the work of the Trustees. I have been
involved over many years in other aspects of the diocese and feel that
I can serve the Lord at this time by moving into this area of leadership.

Edwin McCausland | All Saints, New Albany
1. The congregation at All Saints welcomed my wife and me more
than two years ago, bringing us into active participation in many activities, including small-group training, prayer and Bible study as well as
the worship and social life of the church. Though brief, we feel as if
this has been our church home for many years. Since earlier this year,
I have been serving on the vestry and work closely with the junior
warden on financial matters. In addition, I have served on the board of
Opera Columbus. Prior to moving to Columbus, I served on many local
charitable boards. My professional career has been in the management
of investments for large institutions.
2. As a steward of the gifts that God has given me, I feel that I should be using them to
enhance the work of the church. Having spent the bulk of my professional career in the field
of institutional investment management, I feel that this position represents an opportunity to
apply my knowledge and skill in the oversight of the various invested assets of the diocese.
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Jeff McNealy | Trinity, Columbus
1. At Trinity on Capitol Square over the last 15 years or so, I have
served as an usher and lector, on the vestry and as junior and then senior
warden, and now serve as chair of the Endowment Committee. I also
have served on various ad hoc committees and on the Capital Campaign
Committee that funded restoration of the church before General
Convention in 2006. I also have attended a Consortium of Endowed
Parishes convention.
Although I had had no active involvement in diocesan matters,
I have served on many civic boards in central Ohio, including the
Columbus Urban League, the American Red Cross, the Columbus Cancer Clinic, Cornell
Alumni Association, the German Village Society, the Columbus Historical Society, the
German Village Oktoberfest Committee, Dresden Sister City, Inc., Friends of Metro Parks,
and the Finance Committee of LifeCare Alliance. I have served as president of several of the
groups.
2. I have spent the last 40 years gaining experience and expertise in the management of
nonprofit organizations and counseling businesses and now feel called to offer that experience to the wider church. It is my hope that my extensive involvement with civic organizations and my parish, my experiences gained as a lawyer and my service on civic and corporate
boards, would enable me to further the mission of the diocese.

Sallie Schisler | Christ Church, Ironton
1. I serve as the priest-in-charge at Christ Church in Ironton. While
we are small in number, we are experiencing modest growth and have
added new worship and service opportunities. I love being shepherd
and faith facilitator to some remarkable people in that community of
faith. In the diocese, I have been a trustee of the diocese for a number
of years and am chair of the Board of Managers for the Procter Camp
& Conference Center. In the larger community, I am a member of the
Scioto Foundation’s Donor Relations Committee, a member of The
Counseling Center, Inc. Board of Directors, a pastoral counselor for the
community’s Pastoral Counseling Center, a member of the Southern Ohio Medical Center’s
Foundation board and a volunteer hospital chaplain.
2. Many years ago I took a spiritual gifts inventory: when one of my gifts was for administration, I was disappointed. At the time, I wished for a more ‘inspirational’ gift, but over the
years have come to believe that administration is, in fact, one way we are able serve God and
God’s people. Advising the bishop on the amazing resources that the Procter Fund provides
our diocese is a challenge, a responsibility and ultimately a pleasure. I believe as a result of
my gift, and my past participation as a trustee, I am called to continue this ministry of administration that helps me live out my baptismal covenant.

PRE-CONVENTION HEARINGS

Hearings on the resolutions, budget and changes to the canons and Constitution
will be held during the seven pre-convention hearings in each deanery. Either Bishop
Breidenthal or Bishop Price will serve as the facilitator for these hearings. The preconvention hearings offer a time for delegates to ask questions and discuss the
issues.
Also, if you plan to present a resolution from the floor, you should attend the preconvention hearings. Anyone wishing to present a resolution or nomination from the
floor must have 500 copies to distribute to delegates, should convention approve the
discussion of the item.
Everyone attending a pre-convention hearing should bring this Convention insert from
the Interchange.
October
25 – Pre-convention hearing at Good Shepherd, 64 University Terrace, Athens, 3 p.m.
26 – Pre-convention hearing at St. Peter, 45 W. Winter Street, Delaware, 7 p.m.
29 – Pre-convention hearing at St. Margaret, 5301 Free Pike, Trotwood, 7:30 p.m.
31 – Pre-convention hearing at St. Philip, 129 W. Mound Street, Circleville, 1 p.m.
November
1 – Pre-convention hearing at St. John, 1025 Steubenville Ave., Cambridge, 3 p.m.
2 – Pre-convention hearing at Church of the Redeemer, 2944 Erie Ave., Cincinnati,
7 p.m.
3 – Pre-convention hearing at St. Patrick’s, 232 E. Main Street, Lebanon, 7:30 p.m.
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About Liberia

ocated on the west coast of Africa, Liberia is
bordered by Sierra Leone, Guinea, the Cote
D’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) and the Atlantic Ocean.
It is home to about 3.5 million people and covers 43,000 square miles – an area slightly larger than
Ohio. English is the primary language, although there are
16 indigenous languages. The literacy rate of the population is about 20 percent. The life expectancy is 42.5 years,
and unemployment hovers near 65 percent.
Liberia -- “land of the free” -- was founded by free
African-Americans and freed slaves from the United
States in 1820. An initial group of 86 immigrants, who
came to be called Americo-Liberians, established a settlement in Christopolis (now Monrovia, named after U.S.
President James Monroe) on February 6, 1820.
Thousands of freed American slaves and free AfricanAmericans arrived during the following years, leading to the formation of more settlements and
culminating in a declaration of
independence of the Republic of
Liberia on July 26, 1847. The drive
to resettle freed slaves in Africa
was promoted by the American
Colonization Society (ACS), an
organization of white clergymen,
abolitionists and slave owners.
In Liberia’s early years, the
Americo-Liberian settlers periodically encountered stiff and
sometimes violent opposition
from indigenous Africans, who
were excluded from citizenship in
the new Republic until 1904. The
style of government and constitution was fashioned on that of the
United States, and the Americo-Liberian elite monopolized political power and restricted the voting rights of
the indigenous population. The True Whig Party dominated all sectors of Liberia from independence in 1847
until April 12, 1980, when indigenous Liberian Master
Sergeant Samuel K. Doe (from the Krahn ethnic group)
seized power in a coup d’etat.
Over time, the Doe government began promoting
members of Doe’s Krahn ethnic group, who soon dominated political and military life in Liberia. This raised
ethnic tension and caused frequent hostilities between
the politically and militarily dominant Krahns and other
ethnic groups in the country.
After the October 1985 elections, characterized by
widespread fraud, Doe solidified his control. The period
after the elections saw increased human rights abuses,
corruption, and ethnic tensions. The standard of living
further deteriorated. On November 12, 1985, former
Army Commanding Gen. Thomas Quiwonkpa almost
succeeded in toppling Doe’s government. The Armed
Forces of Liberia repelled Quiwonkpa’s attack and executed him in Monrovia. Doe’s Krahn-dominated forces
carried out reprisals against Mano and Gio civilians suspected of supporting Quiwonkpa.
On December 24, 1989, a small band of rebels led by
Doe’s former procurement chief, Charles Taylor, invaded
Liberia from Cote d’Ivoire. Taylor and his National Patriotic
Front rebels rapidly gained the support of many Liberians
and reached the outskirts of Monrovia within six months.

From 1989 to 1996 one of Africa’s bloodiest civil wars
ensued, claiming the lives of more than 200,000 Liberians
and displacing a million others into refugee camps in
neighboring countries. The Economic Community of
West African States intervened in 1990 and succeeded
in preventing Charles Taylor from capturing Monrovia.
Prince Johnson – formerly a member of Taylor’s group
– formed a break-away organization. Johnson’s forces
captured and killed Doe in 1990.
While an interim government was formed, Taylor continued fighting. After more than a dozen peace accords
and declining military power, Taylor finally agreed to the
formation of a five-man transitional government. A hasty
disarmament and demobilization of warring factions was
followed by special elections on July 19, 1997. Charles
Taylor and his National Patriotic Party emerged victorious. Taylor won the election by a
large majority, primarily because
Liberians feared a return to war
had Taylor lost.
For the next six years, the Taylor
government did not improve the
lives of Liberians. Unemployment
and illiteracy stood above 75%,
and little investment was made
in the country’s infrastructure.
Liberia is still recovering from
the ravages of war; pipe-borne
water and electricity are generally
unavailable to most of the population, especially outside Monrovia,
and schools, hospitals, roads, and
infrastructure remain derelict.
In 2003, under intense U.S. and
international pressure, President
Taylor resigned office and departed into exile in Nigeria. This move paved the way for what
became a 3,600-strong peacekeeping mission in Liberia.
The October 11, 2005 presidential and legislative elections
and the subsequent November 8, 2005 presidential run-off
were the most free, fair, and peaceful elections in Liberia’s
history. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf defeated international soccer star George Weah 59.4% to 40.6% to become Africa’s
first democratically elected female president. She was
inaugurated in January 2006 and formed a government
of technocrats drawn from among Liberia’s ethnic groups
and including members of the Liberian diaspora who had
returned to the country to rebuild government institutions.
The president’s party, the Unity Party, does not control the
legislature, in which 12 of the 30 registered political parties
are represented.
The political situation has remained stable since the
2005 elections. The Government of Liberia has made
positive strides aimed at political stability and economic
recovery. President Sirleaf has taken a public stance
against corruption and has dismissed several government officials. The President is supported by highly
experienced and technically competent senior officials,
and the public has more confidence in her administration
than in any of its recent predecessors. President Sirleaf
enjoys good relations with international organizations and
donor governments, with whom she is working closely
on Liberia’s development. The national legislature has
enacted several key reforms.
Source: U.S. Department of State
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elegates will consider a resolution calling for a one-year discernment period
about the possibility of entering into a companion relationship with the Episcopal
Church of Liberia.
Companion relationships are a long-standing tradition in The Episcopal
Church as a way for different parts of the world to develop connections, share resources and
learn more about each other’s faith and spiritual journeys. Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal
called upon the Diocese of Southern Ohio to spend time in conversation to consider with
which diocese around the world we should enter into a companion relationship. This conversation kicked off in spring of 2008 with a Mission Convocation and continued over the next
18 months, shepherded by the National & World Mission Commission. That group developed criterion for companion relationships, sought nominations and made recommendations
to the bishop.
The resolution seeks to continue this diocesan-wide discernment – both in Southern Ohio
and in the Church of Liberia.

About the
bishop

History of the
Episcopal Church
of Liberia

T

he Episcopal Church of Liberia is a product
of missionary efforts started nearly 180
years ago by The Episcopal Church in the
United States. The first settlement was in the
Cape Palmas area but the Episcopal Church eventually
spread throughout Liberia.
The Episcopal Church of Liberia is divided into
three Archdeaconries: Southeastern, Southwestern
and Northern. Each Archdeaconry is headed by an
Archdeacon who is appointed by the Bishop.
Congregations are categorized as parishes (autonomous and aided), mission stations and preaching points.
Southeastern Archdeaconry: 40 churches (including
two parishes); five elementary and secondary schools.
Southwestern Archdeaconry: 40 churches (including Trinity Cathedral and seven parishes); 13 elementary and secondary schools
Northern Archdeaconry: 35 churches; 1 university – Cuttington University; nine elementary and
secondary schools.
Boarding Institutions: The Episcopal Church of
Liberia at one time operated at least half dozen
boarding schools, which were among the top educational institutions in the country. Today only Bromley
Mission, a girl’s institution, exists. The diocese is
working hard to reopen several of these institutions.
Clinics and Hospitals: In addition to the Episcopal
Church of Liberia’s partnership with the Methodist
and Lutheran churches in the operation of Phebe
Hospital in Bong County (Northern Archdeaconry),
the Church of Liberia has one hospital, St. Timothy,
Robertsport, and three clinics.

B

orn in Liberia in 1953, the Rt. Rev. Jonathan B.B. Hart was
elected the 12th diocesan bishop in 2008.
After obtaining his bachelor’s degree from Cuttington
University College, Bishop Hart matriculated at the
Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass. During his time
in the United States, he served as curate of St. Bartholomew’s,
Cambridge, and as curate at St Augustine and St Martin in Boston.
Upon returning to Liberia, he served as Chaplain of Cuttington
University, and instructor in the College of Theology. Over the next
two decades, he served several congregations, including as dean of
Trinity Cathedral.
During the early days of the Liberian civil
war, he was instrumental in the establishment of several Episcopal congregations
in Southwestern part of the Ivory Coast,
including the Episcopal Refugee Outreach
Ministry in Danane.
As a priest of the Episcopal Church of
Liberia, he served on most major committees of the diocese, including Diocesan
Council, the Standing Committee, Liturgical
Commission, and Board of Trustees.
Bishop Hart has been a member of the Diocese of Liberia’s
delegation to the Provincial Synod of the Anglican Church of the
Province of West Africa from 1987 to the present.
Bishop Hart has been married to Frances Amanda Logan for 28
years, and they are blessed with four daughters and several foster
children.
At the invitation of the National & World Mission Commission
and Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal, Bishop Hart will address convention on Friday, Nov. 6. A special reception also is being held in
his honor on Thursday, Nov. 5. Bishop Hart will preach and preside
on Nov. 8 at St. Matthew’s, Westerville.
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P

artners-in-Ministry-in-Liberia
(PIMIL)
was
established
in 2005 at St. Matthew,
Westerville. It was established to continue the missionary efforts of parish
member, the Rev. Abeoseh
(Abby) Flemister who had
served in Liberia from 1997-2004 until she retired from active ministry in Liberia.
PIMIL is the coming together of individuals and organizations in the United States
to support Liberian children in their educational needs. According to statistics published in 2004, only 65% of primary school age and 24% of secondary age children
were enrolled in school due to the economic conditions of the country. PIMIL is
in place to bridge that gap through individual student tuition sponsorship. School
tuition starts at $100 per year for primary school and increases by educational
level. Learn more: www.pimil.org.

Profile of religion in Liberia: Liberians have always
enjoyed the freedom to practice their choice of religion.
The two dominant religions in Liberia are Christianity
and Islam. Christians seem to dominate the seacoast,
while Muslims would tend to dominate the North along
the border with Guinea down to Sierra Leone.
Liberia is still considered a nation “established
on Christian principles.” All of the major denominations operate in Liberia. Recently the Pentecostals
and other denominations (Mormons, Korean Church
and Salvation Army) are present. Of these groups,
the Pentecostal seem to be the largest and have made
an impact. All of these denominations operate some
parochial institution in Liberia.
The major Christian denominations continue to
provide the most in terms of educational and medical institutions. Only the Episcopalians, Catholics,
Methodists and AME operate colleges and universities
in Liberia. The Catholics, Methodists, Episcopalians,
and Lutherans for a long time were the only major
groups providing health care facilities until recently.
The Seventh Day Adventists (SDA) now operate a
hospital and an eye clinic in Monrovia.
Source: A Short History, Episcopal Church of
Liberia
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resolutions

R09-1 The Episcopal Church Witness with Immigrants in Southern
Ohio
Resolved, that the 135th Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio
affirm the 76th General Convention Resolution B006, “Immigration:
Economic Implications,” and commend it to the study of each congregation; and be it further
Resolved, that the 135th Convention specifically call for termination
of any programs allowing or funding local agencies to enforce immigration law, and the return of that enforcement to federal immigration
agents, leaving local law enforcement agencies and their resources the
work of investigating and preventing crime to keep communities safe;
and be it further
Resolved, that the 135th Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio
communicate this resolution and B006 to the Governor, Lt. Governor,
Secretary of State, and Attorney General of the State of Ohio; and that
each congregation be encouraged to communicate the same to their state
legislators and local law enforcement agencies.
Explanation
Prior to General Convention, B006 was reviewed by our Social Justice
and Public Policy Network and bishops. It was passed by both Houses of
General Convention, with input from deputations and bishops serving in
border states and areas of high-density immigrant populations, as well as
in regions like ours which has more recently seen an increase in immigrant numbers.
One of our own parishes has been torn by the grief of having families
ripped apart by deportation, accomplished through racial profiling by
local law enforcement. Immigrants have been detained, harassed and
intimidated even though they presented documents of legal status. Some
of our own clergy who are immigrants have faced exasperating situations, and several parishes have walked with immigrants through despair,
needlessly inflicted by immigration policies and agencies that need
reform.
There is an effort in the Ohio legislature not only to permit but also
to require local law enforcement to take on the additional burden of
immigration status inquiry and deportation processing, which are federal responsibilities. But a General Accounting Office report released in
March 2009 confirms that such arrangements are ineffective in deterring

R09-2 A resolution supporting water and energy conservation and
restricting the use of commercially bottled water
Resolved, that the 135th Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio
concur with the 76th General Convention and ask the congregations to
restrict, when feasible, the use of commercially bottled water at diocesan conventions and at other church-sponsored activities, because of
the extreme negative environmental impact that attends its production;
and be it further
Resolved, that we in the Diocese of Southern Ohio be encouraged
to practice simple energy and water conservation techniques so that,
by working together, we may restore the beauty of God’s creation and

undocumented immigration and riddled with abuse, lead to racial profiling, divert scant resources away from public safety, and may hinder the
work of local investigators in solving and preventing crime.
Immigrants who are members of our congregations and those who
serve in partnership with us have indicated that the Church’s stand with
them for immigration reform sends an important message of our intent
to be present as Christ’s representatives in their lives. This resolution
offers one focused way, relevant to the immigration debate in our own
local context, that we may “welcome the stranger” in our midst and in so
doing, welcome Christ.
Impact on formation and mission
Providing relief to those who suffer injustice and offering hospitality
to strangers is at the heart of the Christian message.
Summary of Program and Budget Impact
Budget Impact
Cost of communication from secretary of convention to appropriate
state officials that represent the geographic boundaries of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio; cost of communication from local congregations to their
representatives and local law enforcement agencies.
Program Impact
Implementation of this resolution involves a minimal effort on the part
the Social Justice and Public Policy Commission, staff and individual
congregations. To the extent that its purposes are realized, it will provide
great relief to immigrant families and the congregations and clergy who
minister to them.
Presented by:
Social Justice and Public Policy Network
The Rev. Gary Lubin
The Rev. Rosa Brown-Autry
Mike Maloney
The Rev. Dick Burnett
The Rev. Connie Jo McCarroll
The Rev. Bill Carroll
The Rev. Deniray Mueller
The Rev. Tracey Carroll
The Rev. Irene Radcliff
The Rev. Steve Domienik
Nancy Sullivan
The Rev. Abeoseh Flemister
Vestry of the Church of Our
The Rev. Katharin Foster
Saviour/La Iglesia de Nuestro
Ted Foster
Salvador
The Rev. Jane Gerdsen
The Rev. Paula Jackson

ensure that this resource may again be available to all God’s children in
abundance from generation to generation.
Explanation
Why should the church take steps to reduce the use of bottled water?
The church can offer a witness and example, both to its own members
and to society at large, by refusing to buy and use bottled water. Using
bottled water has negative environmental, economic and social justice
impacts.
Environmental impacts:
• Toxic chemicals produced in making the plastic bottles, such as
suspected cancer-causing agent bi-s-phenol A, can leach into the
water, a reaction that increases with heat and age of the bottle.1
continued on next page

135Th Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio
•

Incredible amounts of waste - in 2006, 900,000 tons of plastic
for 8 million bottles of water – are created by the bottled water
industry; 85 % of this plastic ends up in landfills or floating in
the ocean.1,2
• Bottled water is transported by truck and train rather than pipes,
leading to increased carbon footprints and greenhouse gases.1
Economic impacts:
• Makes water far more expensive - in terms of price per ounce of
liquid, more expensive than gasoline.2
• Bottled water is 500 to 4,000 times the price of tap water,
although tap water is equal or better in quality in the United
States.
Social justice impacts:
• Bottled water encourages the privatization of water, a dangerous
trend in a world where water is becoming less available.
Providing low cost and drinkable water to all people, one of the
Millennium Development Goals, is not possible if water becomes
a more valuable commodity, creating a lucrative market.
• When people drink bottled water, less attention is given to caring
for and paying for drinkable tap water sources, which the poor
must depend upon.

R09-3 A resolution regarding a companion relationship with the
Episcopal Church of Liberia.
Resolved, that the Diocese of Southern Ohio enters into a year of discernment with the Episcopal Church of Liberia to determine the nature
of a companion relationship between the two dioceses and be it further,
Resolved, that the National & World Mission Commission lead this
effort of discernment from the perspective of diocese and be it further,
Resolved, that commission bring before the 2010 convention a resolution recommending action regarding a companion relationship between
the Diocese of Southern Ohio and the Episcopal Church of Liberia and
be it further,
Resolved, that this relationship be built upon mutual respect and
understanding.
Explanation
The National & World Mission Commission, at the request of our
bishop, has undertaken a process to determine a diocese with which to
form a companion relationship. Criteria were established and recommendations were solicited from the diocese. The commission made recommendations to the bishop, and he concurred that we should pursue a
companion relationship with the Episcopal Church of Liberia.
R09-4 A Resolution to endorse The Earth Charter
Resolved, that the 135th Convention of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio concur with the 76th General Convention in endorsing The Earth
Charter, including its Preamble, and be it further
Resolved, that the 135th Convention encourage congregations, agencies and individual members to seek understanding of and inspiration
from The Earth Charter, and to take actions consonant with The Earth
Charter.
Explanation
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References:
• Sierra Club, “Bottled Water: Taking Action” brochure
• http://lighterfootstep.com/2008/05/five-reasons-not-to-drinkbottled-water/
Impact on formation and mission
As the Episcopal Church is committed to living out our Christian
responsibilities in caring for the environment and for the poor, we
believe that the Church is called to take this action and let light shine
with this witness and practical change.
Budget Impact
No information submitted
Presented by:
Social Justice and Public Policy Network
Meribah Mansfield
The Rev Frank A. Edmands
The Rev. David McCoy
The Rev. Dick Burnett
Frank McGavran
The Rev. Paula Jackson
Ariel Miller
Beverly Jones
The Rev. Deniray Mueller
The Rev. Gary Lubin

The purpose of this resolution is to obtain the concurrence of the diocese to enter into a year of discernment with the Church of Liberia to
mutually define the nature of such a relationship, including expectations
and responsibilities of each diocese.
The results of this discernment period will be brought before diocesan
convention in 2010.
Impact on formation and mission
In entering into such an agreement with the Episcopal Church of Liberia,
we look for a mutual sharing of our time, talent and treasure for all to
gain a better understanding of God’s kingdom here on earth. While it is
the purpose of this resolution to define the relationship, it is anticipated
that mission trips, development projects, spiritual development and educational opportunities will all be part of a two-way exchange.
Budget Impact
Our bishop and trustees of the diocese have agreed that the funding to
support this resolution will come from the William Cooper Procter Fund.
Presented by:
National & World Mission Commission
Paul Rank, Chair
The theme of our 135th Diocesan Convention is “Let your Light
Shine.” By the convention’s endorsing and publicizing The Earth
Charter, members of our congregations can be encouraged to respond to
its message in action and word and to let light shine upon earth stewardship, by the way we treat our neighbors – human, plant and animal, by
adopting sustainable practices and by practicing stewardship at all levels
of our communal life.
The Earth Charter has been endorsed by The Episcopal Church as well
as towns, cities, nations and non-governmental organizations all over the
world.
continued on next page
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Impact on formation and mission
The charter sets out a vision of an earth community in which human
beings commit to realigning their relationship with the earth and all living things so that life on earth may continue for all and for future generations. It offers a vision of reconciliation of our relationship as stewards
of God’s creation and this fragile planet, our island home.
To quote from the Explanation for Resolution C064 of General
Convention:
“The Earth Charter is a declaration of fundamental ethical principles for building a just, sustainable and peaceful global society
in the 21st century (www.earthcharter.org). It developed from the
grassroots, not the United Nations or non-governmental organizations, and is the result of the most inclusive and participatory worldwide process ever associated with the drafting of an
international declaration. The Earth Charter seeks to inspire in all
people a new sense of global interdependence and shared responsibility for the well-being of the whole human family, the greater
community of life and future generations. It is a blueprint for

R09-5 A Resolution regarding the selection of members of Diocesan
Council
Resolved, that the Bishop and Diocesan Council appoint a committee charged with bringing to the 136th Convention of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio a revision of Canon XII, Sections 2 and 3, proposing a
procedure for choosing Council members that will reflect a more equitable representation of the congregations in all geographic areas of the
diocese.
Explanation
The deans and provosts of the Diocese of Southern Ohio have been
engaged in a process to develop the deanery system. They identified one
of the missing pieces to the current deanery system was that the deaneries did not play a substantive and relevant role in the life of the diocese.
At present, few deaneries see a real need for actively coming together as
a deanery since they play no real role in the diocese and many face geographic challenges of distance simply to attend a meeting. The idea of
getting together for the sake of “getting together” seems unfulfilling and
lacking necessity.
It was further suggested that many of the deaneries and their respective
parishes feel disconnected and disenfranchised from participation in
diocesan life, especially in the areas of policy and decision making.  
A few observations:
1. At present only five deaneries have any representation on
Diocesan Council.  The current representation does not reflect
the deaneries by number of parishes in them, the actual Sunday
attendance at those parishes or size of the deaneries.
2. The only relationship of the numeric representation on council to
the deaneries seemed to be that those deaneries that were more
active and met more frequently seemed to have better representation on council.
3. That with many deaneries being inactive, parishes in them feel

local and global ministry, a vision of hope and a call to action...
“Now is a critical moment in the history of God’s creation, a
time when we must choose our future. Our common destiny calls
us to seek a new beginning, a fundamental change of heart and
mind, a clear recognition of global interdependence and universal
responsibility. We must act now to achieve sustainability, justice
and peace.”
Budget Impact
There is no immediate impact on the diocesan budget.
Presented by:
Social Justice and Public Policy Network
The Rev Frank A Edmands
Meribah Mansfield
The Earth Charter can be found on convention tables or on the web at
www.diosohio.org (Convention) or www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/pages/Read-the-Charter.html

unrepresented and disenfranchised from the total picture with no
clear access directly to council or the diocese in general.
One suggestion was to change the way Diocesan Council members are
elected. A year-long commission could review the current process and
offer a plan for changes at the 136th diocesan convention. The charge
for this commission is to provide a new method of election to Diocesan
Council that would:
A. Provide for better representation of the entire diocese on
Diocesan Council;
B. Enhance communications between Diocesan Council and
the local churches, providing feedback to council;
C. Define more clearly the role of Diocesan Council members with the churches; and
D. Support and enhance the role of the deaneries in diocesan
life and governance.
Impact on formation and mission
As Diocesan Council serves as the “convention between conventions,”
it is important that the group be fully representative of the diversity of
Southern Ohio. Based on the current system, some areas of our diocese
have no representation on council. This is separate from this year’s
canonical change proposed by the Constitution and Canons committee,
which would allow deacons as well as priests to be considered for election to Diocesan Council.
Program Impact
Any canonical changes proposed by this committee could come before
the 136th Convention.
Budget impact
There is no discernible impact on the diocesan budget.
Presented by:
Diocesan Council

Budget notes
Before work began on the 2010 Budget, there were
four directives from Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal
that shaped the work of the Budget Committee.
Those directives were:
1. A freeze on diocesan salaries;
2. The decision not to replace one of the canons;
3. The decision not to hire a controller for the diocese as planned; and
4. A call to each committee or commission making
a budget request to cut 10% of their 2009 request.
The other factor that directly affects the 2010
Budget is the change in Mission Share approved by
last year’s Diocesan Convention. Raising the deduction allowed in the Mission Share calculation for a
priest from $55,000 to $64,000 meant a decrease in
Mission Share of $112,585 for 2010. Also there will
be a 6% increase in medical costs. This is the context
for the 2010 Budget.
Notices for budget requests went out in February
and March. Requests began to be researched by the
Budget Committee in April and May. The committee
met in May and finalized their budget recommendations. Diocesan Council approved the budget in
August.
The Budget Committee recommended to the
Diocesan Council that three areas of our common life
not be subject to a 10% reduction: the Commission on
Congregational Life, the Procter Camp & Conference
Center and Youth Ministry. Without seeking to diminish the importance of other diocesan programs, the
Budget Committee and Diocesan Council felt that
these three were so essential to our life together that
we could not recommend even a 10% cut. COCL suffered a cut in their request in 2009. The Procter Camp
& Conference Center has received the same amount
for several years. Finally youth ministry has combined
several positions and has found ways to do more with
the same amount of funding. Likewise their funding
has been flat for several years.

Chris Stires, Chief Financial Officer
The Rev. George Glazier, chair, Budget Committee
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2010 Proposed Diocese of Southern Ohio Operating Budget
Major Subtotals
Worship and Evangelism

2010
Total
1,057,620

% of Total
27.13%

2009
Total
1,080,101

% of Total
26.66%

Ministry and Education

1,844,200

47.31%

1,950,686

48.15%

Social Concerns and Communications

322,149

8.26%

335,629

8.28%

Governance & Administration

674,536

17.30%

684,673

16.90%

Total expenses

3,898,505

100.00%

4,051,090

100.00%

570,000
200,000
144,000
54,000
74,270
15,350
1,057,620

14.62%
5.13%
3.69%
1.39%
1.91%
0.39%
27.13%

570,000
200,000
144,000
60,900
84,551
20,650
1,080,101

14.07%
4.94%
3.55%
1.50%
2.09%
0.51%
26.66%

19,750
56,950
804,570
941,960
20,970
1,844,200

0.51%
1.46%
20.64%
24.16%
0.54%
47.31%

28,300
63,500
789,815
988,067
81,004
1,950,686

0.70%
1.57%
19.50%
24.39%
2.00%
48.15%

26,394
99,500
171,419
24,836
322,149

0.68%
2.55%
4.40%
0.64%
8.26%

26,394
112,000
167,022
30,213
335,629

0.65%
2.76%
4.12%
0.75%
8.28%

52,000
182,350
63,800
306,651
39,553
30,183
674,536

1.33%
4.68%
1.64%
7.87%
1.01%
0.77%
17.30%

50,000
165,350
59,711
368,530
15,000
26,083
684,673

1.23%
4.08%
1.47%
9.10%
0.37%
0.64%
16.90%

Major line items
Worship and Evangelism
- COCL
- Procter CCC
- Youth Programs
- Church & College Ministries
- Youth Director Salary, benefits & travel
- Other
Ministry and Education
- School for Ministries
- Commission on Ministry
- National Church Assessment
- Bishops, their support & Canons
- Other
Social Concerns and Communications
- Millennium Development Goals
- Interchange, website, marketing
- Staff Salaries & Travel
- Other
Goverance & Administration
- Convention
- Operations of the Diocesan House
- Operations of the Bishop’s Center
- Staff Salaries & Travel
- Mission Share Review Adjustments
- Other

Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio 2010 Budgeted Revenue

Worship and
evangelism
(-2.08%)

Social concerns and
communications
(-4.02%)

Ministry and
education
(-5.46%)

Governance and
administration
(-1.48%)

Mission Share Assessment
Endowment - Consolidated
Interest Income
School for Ministry Fees
Accounting Fees
Transferred in from WCP Memorial Fund

2009

2010

Difference

3,100,000
221,000
51,790
18,300
660,000

2,987,405
216,300
21,000
9,000
4,800
660,000

(112,595)
(4,700)
(30,790)
(9,300)
4,800
-

4,051,090

3,898,505

(152,585)
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RECEPTION
The National & World Mission Commission invites delegates and guests to a special
reception on Thursday evening to meet Bishop Jonathan Hart and his wife, Frances. Bishop
of the Episcopal Church of Liberia, Bishop Hart also will give a special presentation during
diocesan convention. Delegates will consider a resolution that calls for a one-year study of a
companion relationship between the Church of Liberia and the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
The reception will run from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 5 at Christ Church, Glendale. Located
at 965 Forest Ave.,, just a few miles from the convention site, the reception will include light
hors d’oeuvre. No reservations are necessary.



REGISTRATION
Delegates must register for convention. Online registration is available at www.diosohio.org
or contact Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712 to request a registration form. Deadline is Oct. 26.
Registration at convention will open at 8 a.m. on Friday in the lobby of the Sheraton
Cincinnati North Hotel, 11320 Chester Road, Cincinnati. The opening session begins at 10 a.m.
If there is a last-minute substitution of delegates, please bring the Change of Delegate form.

ACCOMMODATIONS
The Sheraton Cincinnati North Hotel is located within minutes of Interstates 71, 75 and
275 and just across the street from the Sharonville Convention Center. Parking is free at
the Sheraton. There may be some congestion during the Friday morning rush hour, so plan
accordingly. The hotel features CoCo Key Indoor Water Resort, a 50,000-square foot indoor
water resort with slides, lazy river, arcade games and Pizza Hut and A&W Root Beer restaurants. Passes may be purchased for a special rate of $15 per day.

EXHIBITS
More than 50 exhibits, including several offering Christmas gift ideas, will be open during
convention. The exhibit hall is located in the Patriot Room. Exhibitors may set-up Thursday
evening or Friday morning, starting at 7 a.m. The exhibit hall will be open from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. Friday and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday.

DEANERY
PRESENTATIONS
Each of the 10 deaneries has been requested to bring a three- to five- minute presentation to
illustrate how God’s light is shining in their deanery. These presentations will be interspersed
throughout the business meetings.

MEALS
Lunch is on your own on Friday. Numerous restaurants are within a short drive of the hotel.
Box lunches will be provided on Saturday. Grab-and-go breakfast carts will be available from
which to purchase breakfast on Saturday morning.
On Friday evening, a reception will be held in the lobby outside of the ballroom (the same
area as the legislative space), starting at 6 p.m. The reception will have a cash bar. The banquet begins at 7 p.m., with a brief program and dancing to follow.
Remember to sign up for the meals with your convention registration.

GUESTS
Guests, including spouses, are encouraged to attend convention and participate in the discussion
and activities. Please pre-register so that we may have an accurate count.

WORSHIP
The primary convention worship service begins at 9 a.m. on Saturday and will
be held in the legislative hall. Bishop Breidenthal asks that clergy participate in the
procession and vest in green stole and alb.
The Sisters of the Community of the Transfiguration, in Glendale, will serve
as the chaplains for convention and lead the delegates and guests in prayer. There
also will be space set aside for a chapel. It will be open throughout convention for
prayer or contemplation.

YOUTH
Youth from throughout the diocese are invited to be a part of convention. There
will be an overnight retreat at Christ Church, Glendale. Youth will lead the convention worship on Friday afternoon. The retreat is open to youth from sixth to twelfth
grade. Register at www.youth.diosohio.org or contact Rob Konkol at youth@
diosohio.org

Childcare
Childcare will be offered at convention. This initiative is an intentional welcoming of
people of all ages into the work of the church. Qualified childcare providers will care for the
children at Christ Church, Glendale, a short drive from the hotel. The program includes lunch
and three snacks each day. There will be structured craft, game and formation activities as
well as plenty of free time to play. The cost is only $25 for the first child, $15 for each additional sibling. Each child must have a medical release form. Childcare will be offered from
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Friday, and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. Download the registration
and medical forms from the diocesan website. Questions: Joe Snavely at 513.771.1544 or
joe.snavely@christchurchglendale.org

Seating
Convention will begin with delegates seated with their congregations. After lunch, seating will be mixed, to encourage interaction and community building across the diocese. The
agenda for the afternoon includes the Bishop’s address, Bible study and table discussions.
On Saturday, the seating will return to the traditional scheme with delegations from each
congregation sitting together. The agenda for the Saturday session includes consideration of
resolutions and the 2010 budget.

Registration

Sheraton
Cincinnati
North

Legislative
and worship space
Exhibit
hall

Bake sale raises
money, visibility
St. Mark’s began a new tradition this fall, hosting its
first Labor Day Bake Sale. The event came to pass this
way:
I had overheard the Rev. Paul St. Germain talking
about sitting in the (nearby parking) lot during last
year’s Arts Festival, looking across the street at St.
Mark’s, all closed up, locked up, and unwelcoming
as hundreds of people walked to the Arlington Arts
Festival. I began to get a feeling we could change that
picture! As time went by, a lot of things began to come
together.
One of my passions is feeding the hungry children.
So I researched the national organization, Share Our
Strength, which fights childhood hunger and brings
together community groups for advocacy and fundraising. One of their projects is the Great American Bake
Sale, I had an “ah-ha!” moment: Why not have a St.
Mark’s Bake Sale?
Father Paul gave me a “thumbs up” to go ahead and
see what I could put together.
Then the St. Mark’s Outreach Ministry called all the parish members to get pledges for baked goods or checks
to help cover our expenses (less than $200). The food
began arriving on Sunday morning, and by the next day,
we had five tables full of beautiful, delicious food in the
Parish Hall. We had a welcoming display of baked goods
under a blue canopy just outside the main doors of the
church, and we offered free water all day, as well as small
bags of cookies for the “passersby.”
The Bake Sale Group opened every church door,
turned on every light and welcomed our neighbors.
Indeed, people came in who said that they had lived in
the neighborhood for years and had never been inside
the church. They were warmly greeted, given tours of
the building and seemed truly grateful that we had
reached out to them. One young man, with his small
dog in tow, asked when we did the “Blessing of the
Animals” and said he would be back.
More than 200 parishioners gave their time and talents to the Bake Sale. We enjoyed spending time with
each other and getting acquainted with people we
didn’t know very well. We learned a lot about what we
need to do next year to make the tradition grow.
We accomplished both our goals: Making St. Mark’s a
visible, vital part of our community and raising money
for Share Our Strength. I set a $300 goal, with my
heart in my throat, but we will be sending them more
than $600. Thanks be to God!
– Rachael Shumate, St. Mark, Columbus

Rachael Shumate and the Rev. Paul St.
Germain at the bake sale. Photo by Jim Keyes

MISSION

Redeemer groups lend a hand
It could have been the beignets. Or the
fact that the weather was unseasonably
cool for July. But Redeemer parishioner
Ross Frischmuth felt that one week just
wasn’t enough. Frischmuth left Cincinnati
in mid-July with a group of adults from the
Church of the Redeemer (Hyde Park) for
a week-long mission trip to New Orleans.
After spending a week dry-walling, mudding, sanding, and painting a home, Ross
felt called to stick around.
“As Christians,” Ross said, “ I believe we
are called to love and serve those in greatest
need. Before we had even exited the interstate, it was clear that New Orleans is still
devastated four years after Hurricane Katrina.
I had such a good experience with the adults
the first week, I decided to stick around the
second week and work with the youth.”
He wasn’t alone. Redeemer sexton Bob
McGonagle also spent two weeks in New
Orleans. However, this wasn’t his first trip
to the Crescent City, and it certainly won’t be
his last. “After that first trip to the Gulf Coast
four years ago, I brought back stories of devastation and disbelief,” said McGonagle, “I

Adults from Church of the Redeemer, Hyde
Park, outside a house in New Orleans.
told everyone that without Christians giving a
helping hand, there would be no helping hands.
Now, four years later, I am sticking to the same
old story. How many more years will we be
needed? Five? Six? Maybe even more.”
Redeemer sent two crews in July to
the Big Easy for week-long trips working
with the Office of Disaster Response of the
Episcopal Diocese of New Orleans. Nine
adults made the trip and spent their week
completing the rehabilitation of a house in
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the Upper Ninth Ward that had been in the
same family for generations.
“It was hot, dirty, hard work,” said the
Rev. Charlie Brumbaugh, associate rector at
Redeemer. “Fortunately, several members
of our group were highly skilled in construction techniques and patiently taught the
rest of us how to accomplish our tasks.”
The Redeemer van returned to Cincinnati
for a short while, only to turn around on
Sunday morning filled with a large group of
teens headed south again. Their job for the
week was to gut a house.
“When the van-full of teenagers arrived
in New Orleans,” said Frischmuth, ‘I knew
that the second week would be a completely
different experience than the first. These highschoolers had an energy about them that I
knew could not be suppressed and all week
long. I was impressed by the amount of work
they were able to get done and at the maturity
they brought to what was a tough situation.”
One thing is clear: The groups from
Redeemer plan to return to New Orleans.
There is still much work left to be done.
– Sharon Jenkins, Church of the Redeemer

Return on investment
There has been much talk lately about
investment losses, so I thought I would take
this opportunity to share about two investments made by our family that did not lose
value in 2008.
The first is Wilson, a fourth-grader at El
Hogar in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. For our
$1,500 per year investment ($900 room and
board, $600 educational), Wilson has a safe
home, regular meals and a good education
in a loving, Christian environment. We have
watched him grow from a shy, skinny boy
to an active, happy youngster, full of life and
hope. Our dividends are handwritten letters,
beautiful drawings and a smile that lights up
his entire face when we visit. Wilson is a
fairly low-risk investment because the “fund
managers,” the Rev. Rich Kunz and Claudia
Castro, directors at El Hogar, and board members, Cincinnati’s Paul Rank, Bob Smith and
the Rev. Roger Greene, are people we trust
to be good stewards for El Hogar Projects.
El Hogar’s past performance proves that they
really know how to stretch a dollar and grow
the schools to benefit more and more of
Honduras’ desperately poor children.
Carlos is our high-risk investment. We met
Carlos on our first trip to Honduras and just
clicked. When El Hogar’s marimba band visited the General Convention in 2006, Carlos
was one of the group who stayed in our home.
Carlos graduated from the El Hogar Projects in
2006 and began studying to become a teacher.
Carlos has carpentry skills that he learned at St.
Mary’s Technical Institute but could not hold

a day job because the teachers’ school has no
night classes. He was tending bar at a nightclub for a while (at age 17) but decided to quit
after being held up at gunpoint on two separate
occasions while on his way home from work
at 3 a.m. This night work schedule also made it
hard for him to study, so we agreed to give him
financial help to finish his three-year teaching
degree. Honestly, we couldn’t in good conscience provide our own children with elite,
five-figure American educations and deny
Carlos the relatively small amount he needs
to pay his expenses and stay in school—the
average monthly income in Honduras is $120.
We had been placed by God in a position to be,
quite literally, the answer to his prayers.
Now, it may seem crazy to send regular
Money-grams to an 18-year-old kid living
on his own in one of the most desperately
poor, gang-ridden cities in Central America.
We communicate sporadically via e-mail—
he speaks broken English, and our Spanish
is worse. It’s a leap of faith, and we could
lose our entire investment. One visitor to
Tegucigalpa met Carlos for the first time and
reported back to us, “I think he may be spending your money on designer shoes instead of
books and tuition.” What he didn’t realize is
that Carlos has been wearing the same pair of
second-hand designer shoes for several years
and while the tops are meticulously maintained, the soles are probably held together
with duct tape. Like many Hondurans, Carlos
takes pride in his appearance and knows how
to make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear.

Kevin and Carolyn Martin pose with Wilson
and Carlos in Honduras.
We have faith that his life at El Hogar has
provided him with the education and moral
integrity that he needs to make the right choices now that he has graduated. In any speculative investment, the risk is high but worth it for
the potential of even greater returns. And when
you get an investment tip from God, you have
to act on it.
So far, both Carlos and Wilson are doing
far better than the Dow Jones, the S&P or
our IRAs. Inflation is up 15% in Honduras.
Because of the poor economy and recent political instability in Honduras, sponsorships and
donations are down, and your investment in
the futures of these desperately poor children
is needed more than ever. For information on
sending donations or sponsoring a child at El
Hogar, visit www.elhogar.org and click on the
“You can Help” link.
Dios de Bendiga…God Bless You!
Carolyn Martin, husband Kevin and their family have supported children at El Hogar for about
five years. After visiting the school on a mission
trip, they felt called to invest in the lives of these
students. Contact Carolyn at kdmartin@pol.net
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Columbus
Summer ‘Staycation’ at St. Peter, Delaware, was a big success! It was a lively summer in Delaware with special events and
services for the season. The church hosted a fabulous a cappella
concert in August featuring two choruses - The New Generation
Singers and The Singing Buckeyes. Then a fun one-day Vacation
Bible School taught the youth The ‘West’ of the Story. There
was Mass in the Grass each month, a special Sunday evening
Eucharist held outdoors in the Memorial Garden and followed
by light refreshments. And to end the summer, the fifth Sunday
in August was celebrated with a joint service followed by a tasty
Low-Country shrimp boil. Then St. Peter’s rolled right in to
autumn, opening its doors to the town for the celebration of the
Delaware All Horse Parade in September. The Youth Group sold
refreshments on the front lawn to benefit ECSF while the rock n’
roll band Rev’d Up (featuring the Rev. Stephen Smith, rector of
St. Patrick, Dublin) entertained the crowd.
WOW, or Women on the Way at All Saints, New Albany,
have been dining around the world without leaving Central Ohio.
The ladies have enjoyed the cuisines of Greece, China, Thailand
and Mexico on their recent monthly outings. In September, the
WOWs brought it back home to the Buckeye State by tailgating
in the All Saints parking lot before the OSU/USC game.

Miami River
St. Patrick’s, Lebanon, hosted a booth at the Lebanon
County Applefest in September. The church held pie-baking
nights each night of the week leading up to the festival, and
parishioners also donated lots of apple treats to sell at the
booth.

Joe Smith, St.. John, Lancaster, received the 33rd degree of Freemasonry’s
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite at a ceremony in Boston. The 33rd
Degree is awarded to a very select group of Masons who have provided outstanding service to the fraternity, the community and to God.
Christ Church Cathedral parishioner David Thomson’s photograph
“Thorn Bush with Berries in Ice,” has been chosen as a finalist in a juried
competition at Cincinnati’s RoHo Gallery. The photo was one of only 25
chosen from hundreds of entries from across the nation and from five foreign
countries.
Christopher Schildknecht, Redeemer, Hyde Park, received the
Distinguished Service Award at the recent National Order of the Arrow (OA)
Conference. The Distinguished Service Award honors Boy Scouts and adult
members of the OA who have rendered distinguished and outstanding service
to the Order and Scouting over a period of years. Since the first awards were
first presented in 1940, less than 840 Distinguished Service Awards have been
awarded. Congratulations!
Congratulations and Happy Birthday to Dick Firestone, St. Peter,
Delaware, for recently celebrating the 70th anniversary of his admittance to
the Ohio Bar and his 96th birthday!
An article written by Laura Gentner, St. George, Washington Twp., was
recently published by episcorific.org, a web magazine (e-zine) for young
adults. “Westward Flight,” is a reflection on Gentner’s struggle with her call
to ordained ministry. The same edition of the e-zine also featured a photo
taken by Gentner at Procter Camp & Conference Center. To see the article
and the photo, visit http://episcorific.org/issues/07-Ordinary-2009Web.pdf.
Robert Loper, St. George, Washington Twp., won the William and
Carolyn Anderson Applied Theology Award, presented annually by the
United Theological Seminary in Trotwood for an exceptional theology
paper that relates to contemporary issues. Loper’s paper, “Contemporary
Centurions: An Exploration of the Moral Theology of Military Service,”
explores the vocation of military service in the context of Christian doctrine.
Loper is an Air Force lieutenant stationed at Wright-Patterson AFB while he
completes his Master of Theological Studies at UTS.

The annual Craft Fair at St. Anne, West Chester,
will be held on Oct. 17. Handcrafted items such as
jewelry, stained glass, stationery, wreaths and floral
arrangements, textiles, gift items and decorations for
Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas will be available and selling fast. A café, a gourmet bake sale and a
drawing for a handmade wooden bowl and a quilt will
round out the fun. The sale runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Call 513.779.1139 for more information.
Trinity, Hamilton, hosted an evening of wine and
cheese tasting, elegant appetizers and toe-tapping music
as a fundraiser for the parish choir. Musical guests
“Wildwater” performed jazz, bluegrass and other lively
music styles to the delight of the crowd. Trinity parishioners were already familiar with Wildwater’s repertoire,
as they entertained parish foyer groups in the past.

Ohio River
The Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park, invites you
to the annual Holiday Sale on Nov. 21 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. The Holiday Sale has been a tradition at Redeemer
for the last several years and was started to raise money
in support of their mission work in Honduras. El Hogar,
“the home of love and hope” is an orphanage and technical school near Tegucigalpa. The school provides housing and education to about 250 abandoned children in the
area. Redeemer parishioners join with parishioners from
other local churches in working trips to El Hogar on a
regular basis. They provide everything from construction
assistance to medical care.
The sale will be held in the Great Hall of the church

and will feature handmade crafts, delicious bread made
by the Redeemer Bread Guild, gifts from 10,000 Villages,
hand knitted items, jewelry and more. Scheduled just
before the holiday shopping craze begins, this sale is a
great way to take care of your Christmas shopping list
without ever going to the mall.

Scioto River
A Holiday Art and Craft Bazaar will be held at St. Paul,
Chillicothe, on Saturday, Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. In
addition to traditional handcrafted gifts and decor, a book table
and vintage items will be featured, as well as a bake sale. Be
sure to stop by and get an early jump on holiday gifts! For
more information, call the church at 740.772.4105.
St. Andrew, Washington Court House, celebrated
“Undies Sundays” in August, collecting new underwear
for The Well clothing center. “Sock It To Me” September
followed, with collection of new socks for the children,
teens and adults who visit the clothing center. No word on
whether “Overalls October” was observed.
St. Mary, Hillsboro, continues its Appalachian ministry
with the people of Bell County, Kentucky, by adopting 40
families for Christmas. They will provide a food box for
each family, in addition to toys and clothing for all the children. Parishioners will travel on Dec. 12 to Middlesboro to
assemble the gift boxes. There are nearly 1,000 families
that are assisted by the Bell-Whitley Community Action,
and St. Mary’s adopted families will be among the 40
neediest families served by the agency. If you would like to
help out with this great outreach project, contact the church
at 937.393.2043.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation.
Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202.
Not mass mailing your newsletters anymore? Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to jmurray@diosohio.org and rthompson@diosohio.org.
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Episcopal News Service: The birth ofAnglicanism
in Japan was the cause for celebrations in September
as hundreds of guests – national, international, ecumenical and interfaith – traveled to Tokyo to join the
local church in marking the 150th anniversary of the
Nippon Sei Ko Kai (NSKK).
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori and
Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams were
among those who participated in the church’s sesquicentennial anniversary celebrations.
The NSKK is one of the 38 provinces in the
Anglican Communion. It traces its formal origins
to June 1859 when the Rev. Channing Moore
Williams, missionary priest and later missionary
bishop of the U.S.-based Episcopal Church, landed
at Nagasaki in southwestern Japan and joined the
Rev. John Liggins, who had docked one month
earlier. Some years later, other missionaries from
England, the U.S. and Canada arrived and began

working in Japan.
“We’re here tonight to give thanks to God for
150 years of an Anglican presence in Japan,” said
Jefferts Schori during her sermon at Evening Prayer
on September 22. “We are here as well to give thanks
for the earliest province of the Anglican Communion,
which had not been part of the British Empire. I will
begin by acknowledging, however, that the Nippon
Sei Ko Kai owes its roots to American imperialism instead. Commodore [Matthew C.] Perry’s
insistence on a trade agreement in 1853-4 was soon
followed by the entry of American missionaries who
had been serving in China. God continues to work
good out of things which did not begin in peace and
holiness.”
Jefferts Schori told ENS that the NSKK faces challenges similar to those of the U.S.-based Episcopal
Church: “an aging population, difficulty in evangelizing to a largely non-Christian population, as well

as the changing demographics of the nation. Racism
and xenophobia are significant issues in Japanese
culture as they are in the U.S., and the NSKK has
been a leader in seeking to change attitudes as well
as legal realities.”
Jefferts Schori met for three hours with members of the National Council of Churches in Japan
(NCCJ). “The questions they asked were provocative,” she said. “It is abundantly clear that not only
leaders here, but the average citizen, know a great
deal more about United States government policy
than most Americans. They were most interested in
how [the Obama] administration has changed in its
relationships with the faith community.”
Finally, Jefferts Schori told ENS that she gives
thanks “for the friendship and mission partnerships
we have in the NSKK and in so many regions of
Asia. We have much to learn and receive from the
church in this part of the world.”

Church of Nigeria elects new primate
The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)
has elected Archbishop Nicholas Orogodo Okoh
of Bendel province and bishop of the Diocese of
Asaba to serve as its next primate.
Okoh, 57, will succeed Archbishop Peter Akinola,
who has served as primate since March 2000 and
will step down on March 25, 2010 after reaching
the mandatory retirement age of 70.
The election took place at the Cathedral Church

of St. Stephen’s in Umuahia, Abia State, on
September 15 during a meeting of the church’s
House of Bishops. Okoh was elected out of a field
of three candidates after receiving the required twothirds majority of votes cast.
According to a news release from the Church
of Nigeria, Okoh attended Immanuel College of
Theology in Ibadan, Oyo State, between 1976 and
1979. He was ordained a deacon in 1979, an arch-

deacon in 1991 and was elected bishop of Asaba in
2001, the release said.
Okoh was elected archbishop of Bendel province
in July 2005. He has served in the Nigerian Army
and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in 2001 after his
election as bishop of Asaba.
According to its website, the Church of Nigeria
includes 142 dioceses spread over 11 internal provinces that serve more than 18.5 million Anglicans.

scholar’s corner
In a previous column, you found fault with what you called “originalism” and advocated an approach that allowed for development and did not require replication of New
Testament Christianity. I’ll grant you that we cannot sing the same worship songs they
sang in the early Church to the melodies they used, but that doesn’t mean we are free
to reinterpret everything and fundamentally change the Gospel.
No, of course not. There is a Christian
“story” that is uniquely Christian (though it
shares some elements with the Jewish “story”).
It begins with God (who is Infinite Goodness
and Love) and tells of God’s entering into a
covenant with Israel and then later coming in
Jesus to draw all peoples into a relationship
of Divine blessing and human obedience. My
attitude is that we need to be true to the basic
Christian story and not substitute for it for
some other story (like the Buddhist story, for
instance), but that we today should try to tell
the Christian “story” in our own terms.
What I called “originalism” (only what
was believed or done at the beginning is
valid) I see as belonging to one of the three
basic views of church history.
One approach (which we can associate
generally with Protestantism, though not so
much with “moderate” Reformation traditions like Lutheranism and Anglicanism)
posits that there was a “Golden Age” of

Christianity when the religion was perfect,
uncorrupted and entirely pleasing to God.
This was the time of Jesus and the Apostles
and is enshrined in the New Testament.
(For Muslims the equivalent “Golden
Age” was the lifetime of the Prophet
Muhammad and especially the last 10 years
of his life, when he ruled the city of Medina.
The Islam practiced then under the direction
of the Prophet was perfect and uncorrupted
because the Prophet Muhammad was there
to oversee everything and to correct all
errors and verses of the Qur’an would be
revealed to address problems and situations
that arose.)
In this view, every change or development
after the Golden Age is change from perfection and therefore deterioration. We need
to return to the pure religion of the Golden
Age, rejecting any beliefs or practices that
developed later. With this attitude, Reformed
(Calvinist) Protestants at the Reformation
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destroyed all church
organs, since pipe
organs are not mentioned in the New
Testament. So too do
Salafist (Wahhabi)
Muslims reject anything they cannot find
in the first generations
of Islam.
The second view
of history (which we
could call the Roman
Catholic approach) acknowledges that there
have been changes in the religion, but they
have often been legitimate developments.
Change and development is allowed, so
long as it remains true to the essence of
Christianity.
The idea that the Holy Spirit is with
the Church, guiding it into all truth (for
example, the doctrine of the Trinity), is an
example of this approach. So too is the belief
that the Pope has the authority to formulate
(new) doctrines that are legitimate developments of the Christian tradition.
The third approach says there has never
been any change, and our beliefs and prac-

tices today are identical to those of Christ
and the Apostles. This view is widespread
in Eastern Orthodox Christianity, where
people are proud that their Church has never
allowed any innovations in belief or practice. (This is not actually true, but Orthodoxy
has been far more conservative than either
Roman Catholicism or Protestantism. For
instance, their worship has hardly changed
at all in centuries.)
Which of these three conceptions of the
history is best? I prefer the second because
it accepts the reality of historical change (as
the third approach does not). This approach
also more easily adapts to changed circumstances than the first approach. Of course, it
is best if the Church continually seeks to be
faithful to the biblical witness and open to
reform, based on the foundational biblical
insights (the Protestant contribution) and
also is respectful of tradition and therefore
slow to make significant breaks with it (the
Orthodox contribution).
Questions about the Bible or other religious
subjects may be sent to 2146 Cameron Ave,
Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.
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Calendar

October
15 – Open enrollment for health benefits begins.
Contact: Heather Windle at 800.582.1712 ext. 113.
15-17 – Commission on Ministry meets at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Bishop
Breidenthal at 800.582.1712.
16 – Standing Committee meets at Procter Camp
& Conference Center. Contact: Chet Cavaliere at
513.271.9630
17 - Diocesan Council meets at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Al Hill at alton.
hill@mt.com.
17 – Safe Church training at Trinity, Troy. Preregistration is required. Register online at www.diosohio.org or by calling Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712 ext
105. Contact: the Rev. Fred Shirley at 614.882.9038.
17 – Great Episcopal Chili Cook-off, sponsored by
St. John, Columbus, 5:30 to 8 p.m. at Gladden House
(next to St. John’s). Contact: the Rev. Lee Anne Reat
at revreat@aol.com.
21 - Commission on Congregational Life meets
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m.
Contact: Pat Ellertson at 740.826.4270.
22-24 – Education for Ministry Mentor training,
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Emily
Jobe at 937.231.5402.
24 - Safe Church training at Grace Church, Pomeroy.
Lunch will be provided, donations cheerfully accepted. See registration info above.
24 – Ecclesiastical Court workshop/meeting, Procter
Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Randy
Young at 937.271.3150 or provostdd@gemair.com.
24 – Pre-convention hearing at St. Philip, Circleville,
1 p.m.
24 – Steve Chapin and Friends benefit concert sponsored by Church of the Good Samaritan, Amelia, at
Turpin High School, 2650 Bartels Rd, Cincinnati
45244. Visit the event calendar at www.diosohio.org
to download a ticket order form.
25 – Pre-convention hearing at Good Shepherd,
Athens, 3 p.m.
26 – Pre-convention hearing at St. Peter, Delaware,
7 p.m.
29 – Pre-convention hearing at St. Margaret,
Trotwood, 7:30 p.m.
30 – Deadline for diocesan convention registration.
Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext. 136.
30-Nov 1 – School for Ministry weekend at Procter

Keeping children protected and safe is
an important part of ministry, both in the
congregation and beyond. The Diocese of
Southern Ohio has long had a commitment
to providing training and support for safe
practices in working with children. Recently
the diocesan team has restructured the training programs to make it more accessible and
to encourage more people to participate.
The training program, Safeguarding
God’s Children: Child Abuse Prevention and
Safeguarding God’s People, is offered frequently throughout the diocese. There is no charge
for the course. However, there are optional costs

RESOURCES

Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at
800.582.1712 ext. 136.
31 – Worship Leader training at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 9 a.m. Contact: Kay Sturm at
800.582.1712 ext. 136.
31– Pre-convention hearing at St. Philip, Circleville,
1 p.m.

November

1 – Pre-convention hearing at St. John, Cambridge,
3 p.m.
2 – Pre-convention hearing at Church of the
Redeemer, Hyde Park, 7 p.m.
3 – Pre-convention hearing at St. Patrick’s, Lebanon,
7:30 p.m.
5 – Executive staff meeting at Diocesan House, 10
a.m.
Thompson at 800.582.1712 ext. 150.
6-7 – 135th Annual Diocesan Convention, at the
Sheraton Cincinnati North Hotel.
7 – The Woodhull Discourses, a lecture series to
honor the life of James Morris Woodhull, present
the Rev. J. Pittman McGehee, Episcopal priest and
psychoanalyst, at St. Paul, Dayton, 9 a.m. Contact:
937.293.1154 for more information.
8 – Woodhull Discourses at St. Paul, Dayton, 9:30
a.m.
10 – Executive and program staff meeting at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.
10 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle
11 – Standing committee meets at Diocesan House,
noon. Contact: Chet Cavaliere at 513.271.9630.
12 – Residency program monthly meeting at Procter
Camp & Conference Center, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the
Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
14 – Preacher training at Procter Camp & Conference
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan
at 800.582.1712.
17-20 – 80th Annual Waffle Shop at Christ Church,
Dayton, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily. Contact 937.223.2239
for more information.
18 - Commission on Congregational Life meets
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m.
Contact: Pat Ellertson at 740.826.4270.
20 – Episcopal Community Services Foundation
donor dinner at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Ariel Miller at 513.221.0547.
26-27 – Diocesan offices closed for Thanksgiving
holiday.

rest in peace

Catherine Theresa “Terry” McCoy, died Oct. 2. She was 70.
Born in New York City, she was a graduate Wells College in Aurora, New York, and
held Masters degrees from New York University and Ohio State University. A teacher
at all levels from pre-school to college, Mrs. McCoy also was active in the League of
Women Voters, serving as president in Ohio as well as a board member for the national
office. Two of her greatest joys were developing the League’s Lobby Corps and initiating the event Democracy in Action to recognize Columbus-area people, organizations
and businesses for their contributions to the democratic process. She also was a champion of the needs of the poor, committed to making life more just and fair for others,
having served as Director of the Hunger Network in Ohio.

CoNGREGATIONS/CLERGY

Congregations:

All Saints, Pleasant Ridge, called the Rev. Eileen O’Reilly as rector.
Ascension, Middletown, called the Rev. Elaine Caldbeck as rector. She
was serving in the Diocese of Chicago and began in early October.

In process:
Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming, St. Thomas, Terrace Park: Receiving
names
St. George’s, Dayton: Finishing profile
Advent, Walnut Hills: Interviewing interims

Clergy
The Rev. Darby Everhard has accepted a call to serve in the Diocese of
North Carolina.
The Rev. Pat Merchant has retired after more than 30 years in active ministry. She had been serving as interim rector at Ascension & Holy Trinity.
Ascension & Holy Trinity also honored the ministry and retirement of the
Rev. Theorphlis Borden, who had served the congregation as deacon for
several years.

visitations

October
18
Bishop Breidenthal		
Bishop Price			
25
Bishop Breidenthal		
Bishop Price			
November

1
Bishop Breidenthal		
Holy Trinity, Oxford
						
Bishop Price			
Ascension, Middletown
Bishop Breidenthal		
St. Philip, Northside
Bishop Price			
Christ Church, Glendale
15
Bishop Breidenthal		
St. Peter, Delaware
						
Bishop Price			
Trinity, Troy
22
Bishop Breidenthal		
at Anglican Centre in Rome
Bishop Price			
St. Francis, Springboro
29
Bishop
Breidenthal		
						St. Christopher, Fairborn
Bishop Price			
no visitations
8

SAFE Church trainings offered
of $5 to keep a copy of the course handouts
and approximately $7 to the hosting church for
lunch, if served. These fees may be paid at the
class. Registration and training dates are on the
diocesan website at www.diosohio.org.
The SAFE Church program is recommended
for everyone in the Diocese of Southern Ohio
who interacts on regular basis with children and
those in ministerial relationships. To find clarification of those expected to take the course, visit
www.diosohio.org, under How Things Work.
Individuals should update their certification
every five years.
If your church would like to host a SAFE

St. Luke, Granville
St. James, Zanesville
Our Saviour, Cincinnati
St. John, Lancaster

Church training, you may contact one of the
regional coordinators to make the appropriate arrangements.
Cincinnati West and Miami River
Valley deaneries: The Rev. Jeff Bunke, rector@saintanne-wc.org or 513.779.1139.
Cincinnati East and Ohio River deaneries: The Rev. Anne Wrider, revajw@juno.
com or 513.561.6805.
Hocking Valley and Scioto River deaneries: The Rev. Leslie Flemming, leslieflemming@columbus.rr.com or 740.592.4460.
Columbus, Dayton, Northeast and
Northwest deaneries: The Rev. Fred and

the Rev. Diana Shirley,dianashirley@columbus.rr.com. or fshirley@columbus.rr.com or
614.882.9038
We are striving to make ongoing improvements in order to provide SAFE Church trainings easily accessible and convenient. We are
delighted to have competent trainers available
all over the diocese who graciously volunteer
their time and talent to ensure the safety of God’s
people in the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
We hope by the spring of 2010 to have
online courses up and running for renewal
licensure. Questions may be referred to Fred
and Diana Shirley (information above).

News notes
Ministry

Reading Camp rocks
A new summer camp will take place at
Procter Camp & Conference Center from
June 20-25. We anticipate that 24 thirdand fourth-graders, who are reading below
grade level and are recommended by their
classroom teachers, will be immersed in a
week of pleasurable reading experiences and
camp activities. Generally, students transition
between grades 3 and 4 from “learning to
read” into “reading to learn.”
When we consider how crucial reading
skills are as we strive to learn more about
God as well as God’s people and church, we
recognize the need to reach out and support
struggling readers. Please watch for further
announcements, including opportunities for
fundraising and volunteering.
Contact the Rev. Diana Shirley with
questions and ideas at dianashirley@
columbus.rr.com or 614.882.9038.

23
15
25

Dean to speak about vocations

Flu season resources

With the onset of flu season, and related concerns about H1N1,
the Diocese of Southern Ohio has posted information from various
health department resources and from across The Episcopal Church.
Recommendations and information may change as warranted, based
on local practices and safety concerns in local communities. Visit www.
diosohio.org (Link from the homepage to national resources or What we
do, emergency preparedness for church-related resources.)
Extensive information about preparing for H1N1 and other potential pandemic influenza outbreaks is available on Episcopal Relief
& Development’s website www.er-d.org. This site links to strong
examples of pandemic preparedness plans and offers resources that can help people to provide for congregational gathering needs should an outbreak occur. Additionally, Episcopal Relief
& Development posted Planning for Pandemic Influenza, available at http://www.er-d.org/
PlanningforPandemicInfluenza
The United States Government offers H1N1 Flu: A Guide for Community and Faith-based Organizations
at http://flu.gov/professional/community/cfboguidance.html Included is a section, Vulnerable and
Hard-to-Reach Populations, as well as links that congregations who serve a homeless population may
find especially useful: http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/homeless.htm

Episcopal Healing Ministries: New name,
Since its inception in 1987, The Episcopal Healing Ministry
Foundation (EHMF) has worked diligently to implement the
Gospel imperative of Luke 9:2 where Jesus Christ commands
us to preach and to heal. Preaching the Gospel and healing
the sick are imperative for the wholeness and salvation of
everyone. Funding for charitable organizations and ministries
is at historic lows. The Episcopal Healing Ministry Foundation
has prayed and sought guidance for how to best carry out its
mission in the current economic climate. The group determined that the word “foundation” could be misleading since it
implies an endowed organization with a financial legacy. The
Episcopal Healing Ministry Foundation is unendowed and
cannot afford to compensate its staff.
Moreover, the group is engaged in active ministries and
receives numerous requests for missions and training events
from parishes that cannot afford to even cover travel expenses.
Finally, The Episcopal Healing Ministry Foundation is committed to implementing the General Convention resolution.
To further the healing ministries of our Lord Jesus Christ
and his church, EHMF has refined its name to become
Episcopal Healing Ministries (EHM).
For more information about Episcopal Healing Ministries,
go to http://www.episcopalhealing.org/ or contact Hawley
Todd at 513.967.6581.

Formation

Spend a Quiet Day in Advent
The Affirmative Aging Commission of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio and the Episcopal Retirement Homes Spiritual
Services Team are co-sponsoring a Quiet Day in Advent!
Come spend a few hours in quiet reflection – preparing your
soul for Christmas. This opportunity is for everyone.
The Quiet Day will be offered in two locations:
• Dayton, Dec. 2 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Canterbury
Court, 450 N. Elm St., West Carrolton. For directions:
937.859.7490
• Southeastern Ohio, Dec. 3 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Cambridge Heights, 1525 Elm St., Cambridge. For directions: 740.432.4788
Lunch provided. There is no charge, but donations accepted. Please RSVP so we can prepare enough meals to the Rev.
Stephen Cuff at 513.533.5045 or scuff@erhinc.com

Events

Author, priest to speak in Glendale
Martin Smith, a nationally-known
writer and Episcopal priest, will be coming to Christ Church, Glendale, on Oct.
23-25. His appearance is sponsored by the
church’s Education Commission.
Smith trained as a theologian at
Oxford and was ordained in 1970.
After several years in parish ministry,
he joined the Society of St. John the
Evangelist, the Anglican Communion’s oldest religious
order for men. After many years of leadership in the
order, he relinquished his membership and moved to
Washington, D.C., in 2002.
Currently, Smith is senior associate at St. Columba in
Washington and also serves on the staff of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum. Smith is the author of four
books and is a noted speaker, retreat leader, spiritual director
and columnist.
He will be the featured speaker at a parish dinner on Oct.
23 and also will preach at the 8, 9 and 11 a.m. services on
Oct. 25, as well as lead the 10 a.m. Adult Education Hour.
For more information, contact the church at 513.771.1544
or joe.snavely@christchurchglendale.org.

Trinity hosts inclusion advocate
Trinity, Capitol Square, welcomes Louie Crew, a founder
of Integrity USA, the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
advocacy group of The Episcopal Church, and longtime
General Convention lay deputy from the Diocese of Newark,
New Jersey. Crew is excited to return to Trinity, having
worshipped with the congregation during the 2006 General
Convention and was among the 1,200 people gathered for
the Integrity liturgy that Trinity hosted.
On Oct. 31, Crew will lead a discussion entitled, “Singing
Songs of the Saints of God: Discipleship, Justice, and Joy.”
The session begins at 9:30 a.m. in Trinity’s undercroft (3rd
and Broad Streets in downtown Columbus) and will conclude with noonday prayer in the chapel. That evening, the
Rev. Deniray Mueller, Province V coordinator for Intergrity,
will host a reception. Contact her at deniray@deniray.com
for more information.
Crew also will preach on All Saints Sunday, Nov. 1, at a
Celebration of Holy Baptism and Eucharist at 9:30 a.m. A
brunch and further conversation will follow.
All are welcome to attend the events.

On Nov. 17, the Rev. Katherine Ragsdale,
newly appointed dean of the Episcopal Divinity
School in Cambridge, Mass., will visit the
Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park, for an
evening of conversation about vocational discernment and theological education. An informal reception at 6:30 p.m. will begin the
evening to give participants a chance for casual
conversation with Ragsdale. All are welcome.
For more information, contact Sharon Jenkins
at 513.321.6700 or Sharon@redeemer-cincy.org.

Boar’s Head tickets available

Tickets for the 70th annual Boar’s Head and
Yule Log Festival at Christ Church Cathedral
will be available for congregations and individuals. Group tickets for congregations will be for
the Jan. 2 (dress rehearsal) performance from 2
to 3:30 p.m. On church letterhead, mail a note
requesting up to 15 tickets with a self-addressed,
stamped envelope to: BH Groups, c/o Christ
Church Cathedral, 318 E. 4th St., Cincinnati, OH 45202. Let us
know in advance if you need handicap seating. Request must be
received by Dec. 11 before all tickets go to the public. For individual tickets, come to Christ Church Cathedral on Dec. 12. Doors
open at 8 a.m. Ticketing starts about 8:30 a.m. That morning we
will give away the remaining tickets to the waiting public for all
four performances: Jan. 2 at 2 and 5 p.m. and Jan. 3 at 2:30 and 5
p.m. Pickup limit of two tickets per adult, 18 and older.
All attendees must have a ticket, including children who walk.
For festival information, visit www.boarsheadfestival.com.

SoulSpring offers retreat
Falling into Stillness, SoulSpring’s silent, directed, fall
retreat will be Nov 13-15 at the Convent of the Transfiguration
in Glendale. This retreat offers unstructured time to reflect,
pray, walk, read and sleep. It is a time set aside to nourish
your soul and support your relationship with God. You also
will have an opportunity to meet with a spiritual director on
Saturday and Sunday. For more information and to receive a
brochure, call Linda Busken Jergens at 513.321.6743.

People

Harris elected to Foundation board
The Episcopal Church Foundation’s (ECF) board of directors voted last month to elect three new directors, including John E. Harris Jr., of St. Simon’s of Cyrene, Lincoln
Heights.
“ECF’s directors are blessed to welcome these new members and their incredible talents and commitment to the future
of the Episcopal Church to our board,”
remarked H.M. McFarling, III, M.D.,
ECF’s chairperson.“They bring with them
the expertise, experience, and passion that
will help guide ECF as it works to bring
about an increasing number of revitalized congregations whose
mission it is to live out the Gospel in their communities and the
world as they are being called by God to do.”
Harris is a financial advisor formerly with Lincoln Financial
Advisors for more than 25 years and now serves as Managing
Partner of Ecumenical Management Solutions, an interdisciplinary organization dedicated to serving the needs of the
21st century church. He currently serves as treasurer of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio and has a long history of service
to the church, including leadership with CREDO faculty, the
Lay Employees Pension Feasibility Study Group and Union of
Black Episcopalians.
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REFLECTION

‘Teach me to care and not to care’

I guess it all began for me the day Shari
Lowen and her family moved in across the
street. She was Jewish and became my first
Jewish friend. We were young children, and
I recall hearing about her “Christmas” that
included a “Hanukkah bush” and daily presents for more than a week!
Shari was my first experience of interfaith
dialogue, and thankfully, not my last. This
September, for the seventh year, the people of
St James, Columbus, hosted an Iftar during the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan. One of my
Muslim friends, Amad, brought me a crucifix –
a very special gift – from his home in Jerusalem.
Our Muslim neighbors are my most recent
experience of interfaith dialogue, and thankfully,
not my last. And there have been a lot more over
the years in between.
My early years in the Girl Scout organization, Brownies, provided an introduction to ecumenical dialogue. We met in a
Congregational church — a Christian church
whose worship space looked a bit different
than my Episcopal Church: there were no
kneelers, and they had a table with a Bible
open upon it rather than an altar with a
candle burning above it. Later a friend or two
would take me to church with them — one a
Lutheran, another a Roman Catholic.
At a young age, I didn’t think a lot about making an effort to be in relationship with people
whose Christianity wasn’t quite like mine or
whose religion didn’t seem anything like mine.
These relationships were not intentional. They just
happened. There was no real effort made on my
part to reach out or reach across to learn or even
join in collaborative opportunities to do what my
own faith expected of me.
T.S. Eliot, in his poem, “Ash Wednesday”
penned an important line that he chose to
include twice within the poem: “Teach us to
care and not to care.” Jesus put it another way
in response to his disciples who complained
and tried to stop someone who was not following them but was casting out demons in
Jesus’ name: “Are you nuts?” Jesus asked.
“Don’t stop him. No one can use my name
to do something good and powerful, and in
the next breath cut me down. If he’s not an
enemy, he’s an ally. Why anyone by just giving you a cup of water in my name is on our
side. Count on it that God will notice.” And
then Jesus followed it up with the cautionary reminder that “if you give one of these
simple, childlike believers a hard time, bullying or taking advantage of their simple trust,
you’ll soon wish you hadn’t. You’d be better
off dropped in the middle of the lake with a
millstone around your neck.” (The Message)
Ah, teach us to care and not to care.
As ecumenical officer of the diocese, I had
the privilege earlier this year of attending
the annual National Workshop on Christian
Unity in Phoenix, Ariz. Within the context of

Lynn
CarterEdmands

that four-day confer- munion between the Moravian and Episcopal
ence, I also participat- churches. The Northern and Southern Provinces
ed in the annual con- of the Moravian Church will consider this proference of Episcopal posal as they convene their Provincial Elders
Diocesan Ecumenical Conference in the coming year. Ah, teach us to
and Interreligious care and not to care.
The United Methodists are looking at
Officers. Through
the week, national 11 issues as they continue to work on full
representatives from communion with the Episcopal Church.
various denomina- Important differences remain relating to the
tions met in plenary real presence of Christ in the Eucharist, the
sessions and work- United Methodist Church’s perception that
shops and engaged in embracing the historic episcopate would
opportunities to listen somehow invalidate or diminish the ordinaand discuss matters of interest concern- tions of those previously ordained outside
ing Christian unity. As diocesan representa- apostolic succession, and the 1972 statement
tives, we focused as a group on the upcom- of the United Methodist Church on human
ing General Convention in July, and we sexuality. In other words, there remain many
questions — some theoaddressed our relationlogical, some practical,
ship with the Moravian
Interfaith event
some both — as we look
Church, the United
The Interfaith Center for Peace is
to full communion with
Methodist Church and
offering the first annual conference,
the United Methodist
the Presbyterian Church.
Children of Abraham: Building Interfaith
Church.
Of interest to us as
Peace and Community, on Oct. 25
We also continue
Episcopalians is how
from 1 to 8:30 p.m. at the Nationwide
our dialogue with the
other Churches underand Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center,
Presbyterian Church
stand and appropriate
2201 Fred Taylor Drive, Columbus. The
(USA). Again the issue
the four instruments
Diocese of Southern Ohio is one of the
of the episcopate is critiof unity as outlined in
sponsors for this event.
cal. For those denominathe Chicago-Lambeth
Register online at:
tions that do not have
Quadrilateral of 1886,
www.interfaithcenterforpeace.org
bishops, let alone those
1888 (found in the Book
in apostolic succession,
of Common Prayer, pp
our relationship may be
876-878). These four
instruments of unity are: the Holy Scriptures less one of full communion and more a matof the old and new testaments; the Apostles’ ter of how we can share mission work and
and Nicene creeds; the sacraments of witness. It also may be that we participate
Baptism and the Eucharist; and the historic in what may be called “eucharistic hospitalepiscopate. Admittedly, the first three are ity,” which is already happening at Indian
more easily understood by our sisters and Hill Episcopal-Presbyterian Church in our
brothers in Christ. The historic episcopate, diocese. The point is: How can we be in
however, is greatly scrutinized. What do we relationship with one another, celebrating
mean by insisting on an historic episcopate? our differences as well as our similarities?
And for those who do not find the historic Ah, teach us to care and not to care.
General Convention also adopted a
episcopate an essential matter of Christian
unity, how, then do we come together as “Statement on Interreligious Relations.” This
the body of Christ and join in Jesus’ prayer statement encourages us to reach out in love and
that the Church might be one, as he and the genuine openness to know and to understand
Father are one (John 17:20,21)? Ah, teach us those of other religions. Therefore, we commend
to all our members: dialogue for building relato care and not to care.
The Moravian Church believes they are tionships, the sharing of information, religious
part of the unbroken apostolic succession, education, and celebration with people of other
although there is scholarly debate on the religions as part of Christian life.
matter. They trace their episcopate to the
We believe that such dialogue may help people
apostles of Jesus through another Church of different religions grow in mutual understand(the Waldensians), and maintain, at the very ing and provide common ground for peacemakleast, that it has always been their intention to ing, social justice and religious liberty.
continue the historic episcopate.
The document provides historical and curQuestions about how the Moravian Church rent contexts and reminds us of the resources
understands the role of the bishop were raised at the of scripture, reason and tradition for interreliconference. But evidently at General Convention gious dialogue. The document also addresses
this summer, those concerns were addressed sat- the sensitive issues of salvation in Christ in
isfactorily enough for both the House of Deputies interreligious relations and the missional
and the House of Bishops to approve full com- and evangelical nature of Christianity in

the context of interreligious dialogue. (See
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/documents/
Statement_on_Interreligious_Relations.pdf)
Ah, teach us to care and not to care.
As I’ve aged, I’ve tried to be more intentional
about learning about and from folks from other
religions and other Christian communities of
faith. I’ve learned that certain things really do
matter to me. I’ve learned to care about my own
faith tradition. I’ve learned that it’s important to
take my stand as a Christian but not to push it
down someone else’s throat. My evangelism has
become more a matter of articulating my faith by
action and responding to questions with honesty
and sometimes that infamous “I don’t know.”
And I’m learning to care and not to care.
I’m learning to care about finding that
common ground with those who share the
same or similar religious imperatives in the
areas of peacemaking, social justice and religious liberty, but not about what others think
about me as I attempt to live out the command of the gospel of Jesus to love God with
everything I am and to love my neighbor as
myself — including people of other religious
traditions. I’m learning to care about that
important shared work and ministry. And
I’m learning not to care that there are some
folks who have a problem with it.
In ecumenical work — seeking unity with
other Christians — I am learning to care
about how we can better agree than disagree
about this common faith in Christ Jesus we
share. Oddly enough, I find this more difficult work than the dialogue I experience
with my non-Christian neighbors. It’s easier,
I think, to enter into interfaith relationships
rather than ecumenical relationships and
ministry. The one allows us to not risk real
change – no one is trying to convert the
other to their way of religious thinking. We
are relating to one another from our own
perspectives as people of faith, albeit different faiths. But with ecumenical efforts, we
are asked to reassess what is really important
and needful to be people of faith and practice
as Christians. Ah, teach us not to care about
the little things, and help us better understand which are the needful, great things. I
am learning to care about unity, but I still
struggle with not caring about some of the
specifics that I’ve learned to love.
So I remember Shari Lowen, and Amad
who brought me a crucifix from Jerusalem
this year, and the local ecumenical clergy
with whom I gather monthly. And I will
continue to pray that God will teach me to
care and not to care for the sake of God’s
Kingdom, because I still have a lot to learn.
The Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands is the rector of
St. James, Columbus, and the ecumenical/
interfaith officer for the Diocese of Southern
Ohio. Contact her at: cartered@sbcglobal.net

REFLECTIONS

Love Song: Bud’s miracle
When Kay and Bud Stromberg and their children Kristen
and Scott moved to Lexington, they became members of the
parish where I had recently become rector. Kay informed
me that they had been very active in their last church and
planned to take a rest and avoid getting deeply involved in
their new one.
Of course that didn’t last long. The whole family entered
wholeheartedly into the life of the church, and when they
moved away years later, we missed them a lot. Eventually
they settled in Texas, Kay returned now and then to visit
friends, and we kept in touch. Five years ago, we received
word that on their 44th wedding anniversary, Bud was diagnosed with a brain tumor.
“The next few weeks are a blur,” Kay said, “MRIs, brain
scans, a brain biopsy. The diagnosis was a malignant, fast
growing, non-operable brain tumor.”
Soon Bud became unsteady on his feet, confused and
unable to stay home alone. Kay said they decided to try one
round of radiation and then evaluate his condition at the end
of the treatments.
On the last day of Bud’s radiation, while getting into a
car he fell and broke his ankle. After surgery, he went to the
Bishop Davies Nursing Center near their home for rehabilitation. “We soon became a part of the Bishop Davies family,”
Kay said. “I was there around eight to 10 hours a day, and Bud
was a cheerful patient at that time. We had wonderful care and

the staff of the nursing home became
our friends and our new family.”
She said the broken ankle was
“actually a God-send” because Bud
had begun falling in the house, even
with his walker, and it was becoming
more and more difficult for Kay to
help him up. Several times she had to
go to neighbors for help.
“We are a faithful and praying
family,” Kay said. “From the beginning, we prayed for and expected a
miracle of healing for Bud. We were
joined in prayer by our church family and friends all over
the world. God always hears our prayers.”
Kay was with Bud every day for the next 11 months at the
center. As time went on, he became progressively disoriented
and uncommunicative and eventually didn’t speak at all.
Then early on the Friday after Thanksgiving Day, Kay
was sitting at her kitchen table doing her morning devotion
and paying bills when the phone rang. “A familiar voice at
the other end of the line said, ‘Where ARE you?’” Kay said,
“Who is this?” and he said, “It’s Bud!” In shock she said, “Bud
Stromberg?” He laughed, and she asked how he had dialed the
phone, and Bud said their favorite aide had done it.
Kay asked to speak to the aide. “What in the world is
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going on?” The aide had come into Bud’s room a few minutes earlier, and Bud looked up and asked where Kay was.
Kay hurried to the center and found “my old Bud” laughing
and talking. “God is good!”
Bud remained in that condition and was able to come
home for Christmas Day to be with children and grandchildren. The little ones crawled over the wheelchair up into
his lap, and “he adored every minute of the day. We took
pictures, ate our traditional meal, each of us spending time
with Gramps. At the end of the day Bud went back to Bishop
Davies a happy, but exhausted man.”
Shortly after Christmas he began slipping back into his
former condition. Once he told Kay that their friend Joe,
who died at Christmas time that year, was out in the rain in
the parking lot, and Kay should tell him to come in. “I began
to realize that he was beginning to see the angels who were
going to greet him in heaven.”
Bud died on March 1. Kay said, “I know Bud is waiting
for us in paradise and enjoying the company of many of our
family and friends. I am sometimes jealous!”
She added, “God did give us our miracle; the miracle of
spending Christmas as a family one last time.”
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese of
Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward Movement
Publications.

Lay theologian: We bomb people
A few of my students at Wittenberg play
Rugby. Ever so often one of them has shown
up for class with one or two black-and-blue
cheeks and eyes, limping painfully. So I ask
them, is this a good idea?
They assure me that Rugby football is
an excellent sport. They love it. If you have
ever watched a Rugby match, men’s or
women’s, you may have cringed like me at
the physicality of the game. It is easy to see
where they get the bruises and pains.
Oscar Wilde is supposed to have said,
“Rugby is a game for barbarians played by
gentlemen. [Soccer] is a game for gentlemen
played by barbarians.”
Referees in Rugby are still addressed as
“Sir,” in order to preserve a certain decorum.
The squad on the field takes a knee and
applauds when a member of the opposing
team is injured and being attended to.
After ruggers engage in shoulder-banging, joint-jarring combat in the morning
and/or afternoon, the teams reunite for “the
social.” At the social, opposing teams drink
together and “serenade” each other with
Rugby songs.
Rugby players I know assure me that this
does not make matches any less brutal or
genuine rivalries any less bitter. But when
the match ends, all rancor is put aside for
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the social. They
congratulate each
other on hard
hits and damage
inflicted, and they
sing songs to each
other.
It is as if, following an afternoon of fighting,
they regroup for
an occasion that
exhibits mutual
respect and a bit of civil jocularity. If they
are not required actually to love their enemies, Rugby culture requires that they at
least treat them civilly, and that the host
show generous hospitality, in their final
encounter of the day.
Nothing like this happened, to my knowledge, at General Convention, where people
disagreed intensely, though we observed an
enforced decorum during legislative sessions.
Do we have anything equivalent to the
Rugby social at Diocesan Convention? Of
course, we do have a banquet, where we sit
with our friends.
In our 6- to 9-years-old Atrium at Christ
Church recently, a catechist was discussing one of the salvation history works with

the children. She noted that, on the blue
strip representing the history of the world,
between the current age and the parousia
(end of history and perfect peace), there is a
blank page in the place of the earlier pages
that contain Scriptures about creation, etc.
“How do we know what to do when we
make history, on our way to the parousia?”
she asked. One of the young boys replied
without hesitating, “We bomb people.”
Shane Claiborne talks about the “myth
of redemptive violence” in his 2006 book,
Irresistible Revolution. Claiborne is an
evangelical who in college became disillusioned with the hypocrisy of comfortable
Christianity, which takes the highlighter to
the Bible and highlights the parts we find
self-confirming (concerning sex, dominion
over Earth, etc.) but doesn’t attend to the
parts we don’t want to think about (concerning poverty and wealth, loving our enemies,
etc.). It is a passionate and moving book
about how the world seems to have succeeded completely in co-opting Christianity
to worldly ways and for worldly ends.
According to proponents of “Radical
Orthodoxy,” which originated in the 1980s
at Cambridge University among a small
group of Anglican theologians, theories
of reality and knowledge have, since the

Enlightenment, given way to perpetual and
inevitable violence. Because of our modern
conviction that religions are biased and all
politics ideological, there seems to be no
perspective from which objectively to evaluate competing moral outlooks – and thus
all we have left is competition, where the
political and even ecclesial culture seems to
operate as if winning by almost any means
is the point of the game. We bomb people,
verbally as well as militarily.
At Diocesan Convention, do we have
practices that draw us toward feeling that
relationship is more important than vanquishing our foe? Are there occasions on
which we encounter face-to-face the folk
with whom we disagree and complement
each other on the clarity or cogency of our
arguments for or against resolutions?
In Rugby, they do not repress rivalry – but
they do mitigate it, both with rules of civility and with the practice of hospitality and
cordiality.
If someone at Diocesan Convention organizes “the social,” let me know.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ
Church, Springfield, and is professor of
Philosophy at Wittenberg University. His e-mail
address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.

Churches honor St. Francis of Assisi with

Blessings
of Animals
Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures.
You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air and animals on the land.
You inspired St. Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters.

St. Anne, West Chester

Holy Trinity, Oxford

All Saints, Pleasant Ridge

St. James, Zanesville

St. Timothy, Anderson Twp.

St. Mary's, Hillsboro

