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Listening process
continues: All invited
to shape vision

New Orleans: Bishops,
spouses dig in, help rebuild

BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Every household in the Diocese of Southern
Ohio has the opportunity to help shape its future.
Inside this issue of Interchange is a separate insert
that talks about the listening and discernment process within the diocese during the last six months.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal met with each of
the 10 deaneries for a listening session. He also
convened a group of leaders of committees and
commissions of the diocese to review the current
priorities and policies of the diocese and to help
discern what God’s call to action for the Diocese of
Southern Ohio.
From these conversations emerged a focus on
formation, understood as the entire process by
which we are transformed into disciples and given
the opportunity to grow into the full stature of
Christ.
With this insert being mailed to every home in
the diocese, you have another opportunity to offer
input about your hopes and desires for your congregations and for the diocese. The insert includes
three questions for each person to answer. Tear
off the sheet at the perforated edge and mail it to
Diocesan House. If you’d prefer, fill out the form
online at www.episcopal-dso.org, Formation link
on the homepage.
The conversation continues on Nov. 9-10 at the
Dayton Convention Center as delegates and guests
gather for the 133rd Diocesan Convention. Under
the theme of “Listen to what the Spirit is saying to
the Churches,” Bishop Breidenthal will preside at
his first convention. The structure of the convention
is designed to encourage prayerful reflection and
respectful discussion. Convention will open with
Bible study and include breakout sessions to further
explore the questions of formation in the life of the
diocese. Delegates will consider the 2008 budget,
nine resolutions and a constitutional change. In
addition, more than 40 people have put forth their
names for election to leadership positions in the
diocese.
A special pull-out section with information about
convention can be found on pages 11-26.
Everyone is invited to be a part of convention and
the conversation. Come and share your thoughts.
Listen to each other. And most importantly, listen to
what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.

Mariann Price takes part in planting during the work day in New Orleans for bishops and spouses. The work day follows the successful mission work done by spouses and coordinated by Mrs. Price at the 2006 General Convention in
Columbus. Photo by Julie Murray

House of Bishops issues response
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

When the House of Bishops selected
New Orleans as the site for its fall meeting, the choice was in part to show support for the relief and rebuilding efforts
of the Gulf Coast dioceses. Little did
they expect that the location itself would
influence the tenor of the pivotal meeting. Against the backdrop of a devastated
city facing years of rebuilding, the bishops of The Episcopal Church met with
leaders of the Anglican Communion,
in hopes of preserving and honoring
the relationships with the 70 million
Anglicans worldwide.
In the midst of this gathering, the
bishops devoted a day to mission, putting up drywall, planting gardens, and
painting homes throughout New Orleans

and Mississippi. Some of the bishops
said their work together changed the
conversations in the legislative sessions.
Despite differences in theology, they
were reminded in a tangible way of a
common mission.
Upon their return to the legislative
business, the House of Bishops extensively discussed questions and concerns
raised by Anglican Communion partners. After considerable debate, the bishops issued their response, which offered
a clearer statement about The Episcopal
Church’s position on same-sex blessings
and the qualifications for consecration.
Two weeks after the House of Bishops
meeting, the Joint Standing Committee
of the Anglican Consultative Council
and the Primates of the Anglican

PLEASE SEE BISHOPS, PAGE 8

REFLECTIONS
A message from the Bishop

Reflections on the House of Bishops

I want to share a few thoughts with you about the work
of the House of Bishops, which met in New Orleans in
September, and particularly on the statement we produced. As you may know, I was one of the eight bishops
who wrote this statement, which developed over several
days as each draft was discussed by the whole House and
further refined by the writing group. Apart from preaching and celebrating at a local parish on Sunday, this process of drafting and revising took up all my waking hours
from Friday evening until Tuesday afternoon. So it is fair
to say that my experience of New Orleans is essentially
my experience of that process.
I went to New Orleans afraid that the House would not
maintain the high level of civility and mutual respect that
marked our meeting last March. On the one hand, I worried that the presence of the Archbishop of Canterbury
might provoke angry words directed against him and the
other primates. On the other, I feared that bishops on different sides of the same-sex unions debate might become
rancorous toward one another. None of this happened.
Rowan Williams was welcomed with respect and warmth,
as were the members of the Joint Standing Committee
of the Anglican Consultative Council and the Primates,
whom we had invited to sit with us in our deliberations.
As for how we related to one another, I was struck by the
kindness, care and mutual understanding that informed the
House’s discourse from beginning to end. We are a com-

munity of bishops that is passionately devoted to the worldwide
Anglican Communion and committed to our unity and fellowship
with one another as members of
the Episcopal Church.
The meeting was largely
shaped, in my view, by our conversations, both formal and informal,
with our Anglican Communion
guests. What emerged for all of
us was a firmer grasp of how the
Primates and the ACC viewed the
Episcopal Church and what they
were asking of us as its bishops.
I was surprised to discover that, for the most part, we
are held in high regard by our brothers and sisters in the
Communion, and our participation in the Communion is
very highly valued. Moreover, while there is frustration
and anger that we have, in their view, acted precipitously
and disrespectfully in consecrating a partnered gay bishop
without consulting with the larger Communion, there is
also an appreciation that the Episcopal Church is forcing a
Communion-wide conversation about homosexuality that
is long overdue. What our guests were asking of us was
clarity about two things: (1) the bishops’ interpretation of
B033, the 2006 General Convention resolution regarding
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the election of partnered gay bishops, and (2) the bishops’
current approach to the blessing of same-sex unions.
The statement that we produced is our attempt to answer
those two questions succinctly and transparently. We have
said nothing new. Those who were dissatisfied with B033
for going too far or not going far enough will be equally
dissatisfied with the present statement. However, what we
have said as a House arises in the context of renewed hope
for a conversation with our Anglican partners that honors
all members of our Church. I am heartened by this hope,
and I pray that our gay and lesbian brothers and sisters will
also find encouragement in this.
My ardent desire for this Diocese is that we will
continue diligently to embrace our fellowship with one
another across the differences that both challenge and
enrich us. We all have a witness to share, and we all are
in need of having our perspective broadened by the witness of others. By God’s grace, and through your prayers,
a step was taken in New Orleans toward recovering the
possibility of an Anglican Communion capable of facing
tough issues with mutual forbearance and readiness to
learn from one another. That possibility will become a
reality as it is lived into on the ground. God bless us in
Southern Ohio, as we play our part in that adventure.

Contact Bishop Breidenthal at bishop_
breidenthal@episcopal-dso.org.

The Big un-Easy offers message of hope, joy
We ride in a 15-passenger van, pointing to Katrina
landmarks. The Superdome. The Lower Ninth Ward. The
spray-painted X’s on homes. In the top of the X, rescuers
put the date of the search. On the bottom, the number of
people found dead or alive.
Diocesan communicators from around the country, we
came to help rebuild. Our host lost family and friends in
the flood. She suffered significant damage to her own
home. As a case manager for the Diocese of Louisiana’s
Office of Disaster Response, she hears the devastating
stories every day, every hour. She navigates bureaucratic
tape tangled by ego and power plays and a community
overwhelmed by all that needs to be done.
But she shows off her city with pride, bringing us to soup
kitchens and fine dining spots with equal praise for the culinary techniques. She takes us to see her childhood home,
but she passes the street twice. It no longer looks like the
neighborhood where she had her first crush on a boy and
skinned her knee after a wobbly bike ride. FEMA trailers
park in front lawns. Street signs lie on the ground. Weeds
crowd boarded-up windows. Yet when she finally spots the
house, there is joy. A few streets away, a sign stands in front
of an empty house. “I am coming home. I will rebuild. I am
New Orleans.”
In a middle class neighborhood, bishops and spouses
and neighborhood children dig in the dirt, planting vegetable seeds and butterfly plants. Even before the residents scrubbed the doors and windows of the 5-foot high
“tub-scum” rings where water stood stagnant and held
their homes hostage, people planted gardens. In muddy,
swampy soil, green buds poked through the surface.
For two days, the bulk of our group sands drywall mud
in a middle class brick house. Two years after the flood,
the homeowners still are sleeping on the couch of a friend.
Flood insurance paid off the mortgage, and they became the

proud owners of a moldy shell.
They can’t sell because there’s no
way to recover the equity; they
can’t move because there’s no
money to gut and re-build.
It’s a stuck record playing
over and over for tens of thousands of people.
Sweat stings our eyes. Our
shirts are sopping, and our lungs
pull hard to bring fresh air through
the soggy cotton respirator masks.
It is tedious work, with strides
measured in inches. Two hours
into the sanding, the burn starts.
Our work is directed by interns who have taken time
off from college to live in a crammed apartment for a tiny
stipend to muck out abandoned homes, to clean and scrub
and drywall and paint.
They believe in new starts and fresh starts and re-starts.
And they believe in working hard to get there.
But make no mistake.
This is not the Phoenix rising from the ashes. It is
renewal and rebirth in fits and starts. Two steps forward,
one step back.
There is no fairy tale ending for New Orleans, a city whose
rich musical and cultural history intertwines with a long tradition of political corruption and racial tension. This rebuilding
will take decades, and the city will never be the same.
There will be no soft landing for The Episcopal Church
or the Anglican Communion either. Our work of trying to
live together will be full of nail-biting frustration, anger
and hurt, miscommunication and betrayal. Two steps
forward, one step back.
Yet against these Goliath challenges, there is hope.

RICHELLE
THOMPSON

2

Bold, big jazz from a priceless trumpet can coax the
frozen chosen to toe tap and hand clap.
After the flood, thousands took refuge on the floors
of the New Orleans convention center. But on this night,
bishops and press, priests and regular folks sit politely
in well-cushioned chairs. The Archbishop of Canterbury
preaches, the Presiding Bishop welcomes, the bishops
of Louisiana and Mississippi give thanks for the support
of the wider church. We sit together, but we don’t come
together until the first languid notes roll from the trumpet.
Before he puts his lips to the horn, Irvin Mayfield talks
about the New Orleans tradition of the Second Line. At
funerals, the music begins mournful, slow, full of sorrow.
Family and friends of the beloved deceased form the First
Line. Then the music picks up, a little louder, a little faster,
building to a crescendo of horn, and the Second Line forms.
This line celebrates life.
With the first notes of The Saints Go Marching In, a
few natives of the Big Easy – including our gracious host
– begin to dance and wave their handkerchiefs. A few
more notes, a few more dancers. Some bishops join in, one
with a green hankie. The young people are already there.
Then black and white. Young. Old. The Archbishop of
Canterbury, with his wild eyebrows and Prof. Dumbledore
countenance, starts to sway. The Presiding Bishop twirls
the ends of her stole. Three thousand clap, smile and sing.
This is no funeral dirge. The Second Line that twines
through the auditorium seats celebrates promise and hope
and resurrection.
Despite great disappointment and despair, despite
knowing intimately and painfully the implications of difficult decisions and the devastating impact of what happens when a force of nature pounds again and again on
unbending walls, this city can dance and hope.
Anglican Communion, take note.
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HOB, convention:
Not ‘business as usual’

In this column, I want to address two subjects: my experience at the House of Bishops
last month in New Orleans and our upcoming Diocesan Convention.
A lot has been written about the business of the House of Bishops. Having the
Archbishop of Canterbury and several foreign church officials with us made this a
very different meeting Our own Bishop
Breidenthal was on the writing committee
that drafted the response to the Primates
communique. This response faithfully captured the mind of the bishops. It has been
widely published. Both he and I have been
asked to speak frequently about this and
continue to be willing to do so. As critical as
this is, it was not, however, for me the most
important thing we did in New Orleans.
For Mariann and me, the day we went out
into the heart of New Orleans and worked
alongside the people there to attempt to
rebuild a tiny part of that devastated city was
far more important than anything else. Even
though there were almost 200 of us bishops
and spouses, we were only a fraction of the
volunteers who have labored there, including
many from our own diocese. Even so, the
needs are still huge. Entire neighborhoods
are still in ruin. Over half of the people have
not returned. Absentee landlords have simply abandoned their property and the city,
leaving thousands of people with no place
to return. Some of our members mucked out
houses. Some found food still in refrigerators that have not run for two years. Weeds
as tall as houses concealed rats and snakes.
This day was not about processing around
in copes and mitres; it was about a down
and dirty encounter with the devastation
that the forces of nature can dish out. And it
was about spending some time face to face
with people who have felt the those forces
firsthand but who still have a faith that is

inspiring.
Two days before
our work day, several Episcopal communicators, including our own Richelle
Thompson and Julie
Murray, had labored
ahead of us. Volunteer
groups from all over
the country will follow us. And all the
while, the people who
live there, bishops,
priests and laity alike
are working to effect
systemic change that is so vital to rebuilding
that place. Back in our meeting, we passed a
resolution addressing our elected leaders in
Washington to encourage moral reflection and
inspire a new political vision for the recovery
of the Gulf Coast region. We pass resolutions
all the time but our day of labor made this one
so much more meaningful.
Mariann and I worked alongside residents
and school children to plant a community
garden. As we worked, we listened to stories
from people eager to share. They explained
how after the flood, everything was an ugly
gray. As people slowly come back and labored
to reclaim houses, they often began by replanting shrubs and flowers. How much these signs
of normalcy, these symbols of resurrection are
needed. At home, I work in my garden and tire
after a short time. That day, I shoveled dirt all
morning and never felt weary. On Monday, I
even regretted sitting back down at our House
of Bishops tables when I knew how much still
lay ahead for those new friends I had made.
What I accomplished in that neighborhood in New Orleans is less than a drop
in the bucket. But knowing the vegetables
we planted will bring energy to those who
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are seeking to rebuild their lives makes me
more thankful for my own bounty and more
humble in the face of people with far more
courage than I will ever have.
On Nov. 9, we will all gather in Dayton
for Diocesan Convention. It will be Bishop
Breidenthal’s first as presiding officer. He has
invited many of us into helping to prepare for
this. I have assisted in planning the past 14
conventions and even presided at one. But I
am more hopeful for this one than for any.
It is Bishop Breidenthal’s hope that all of us
attending can participate actively in discussion
groups that will lead to the setting of the course
for our diocese for the next years. Regular convention goers will find the flow a bit different,
but I hope everyone will come ready to grow
in new and exciting ways. We will have more
resolutions this year than in past years, but I
pray that the experience of this convention will
allow us to address these with mutual respect
and care. I urge your participation in the preconvention hearings to discuss these.
I went to New Orleans ready to conduct
business as usual and somewhat apprehensive about that day when we would leave our
comfortable meeting and strike out into the
community to face the unknown. In fact, it
was that day that put the whole meeting into
a proper perspective and that has given me
renewed strength to face the challenges of life.
We are not going to go out into the Dayton
community on Nov. 9-10 (although I am sure
the Habitat people would welcome us), but
we also are not going to do business as usual.
My hope is that our time together in Dayton
can inspire us all to return to our normal congregational life renewed, refreshed and with a
new perspective. See you in Dayton.

Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact him at
bishopken@aol.com.

POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Interchange c/o
Episcopal Diocese of Southern
Ohio, Addresses, 412 Sycamore
St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-4179.

Send news to:
Interchange, 610 Fourth St.,
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662-3921.
Phone: 740.355.7964 or
1.877.355.7964
Fax: 740.355.7968
E-mail: richelle_thompson
@episcopal-dso.org
Website: www.episcopal-dso.org
Deadline: Nov. 1

Bishops and spouses took a break from the House of Bishops
gathering to lend a hand in the rebuilding process in New
Orleans and Mississippi. At left, Bishop Price helps plant vegetables and butterfly bushes at a community garden in New
Orleans. Above, the Rt. Rev. Gary Lillibridge, bishop of the
Diocese of West Texas, works on building affordable housing
with the Jericho Road project. Photos by Julie Murray
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Group ‘fired up’ about Christian education
BY MELISSA SHIRLEY
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
It wasn’t difficult to feel the excitement
at St. Matthew’s, Westerville, on Aug.
25 at the Christian Formation Workshop.
The theme was “Fired Up for Formation.”
What were we so excited about?
We had wide representation from the
diocese, with 75 Christian education leaders
attending this workshop from 34 congregations and all 10 deaneries. Bishop Thomas
Breidenthal gave the keynote address about
Christian formation as the process of learning the stories of our faith to lead us in our
lives of Christ, which will then lead us into
moral life. This formation is a lifelong process of discovering who we already are in
Christ, Bishop Breidenthal said.
When asked what they will remember
from the keynote address, participants
responded:
· Teaching is a spiritual journey for students and teachers
· Christian formation is growing/learning from all experiences
· We have resources. We are community.
· You are not alone. You are loved and
appreciated.
· We tend to focus on Christ carrying us
through difficult times (footprints). We
lose sight of our need to walk with him
each and every day.

Daniel Beebe, Christian education director at St. James, Zanesville, leads a worship on
how to use crafts to encourage prayer.
· Learn to teach -- teach to learn
· For those who teach there is a hunger
for learning, fellowship and community
for moral and spiritual education, not just
learning.
After the presentation, groups were formed
based on the age ranges with which participants work. The discussions centered on the
successes and challenges faced by congregations. In the afternoon, participants attended

Knowledge quest

Quest classes are off to a busy start at Bethany School,
which is run by the Community of the Transfiguration in
Glendale. These classes for seventh and eighth graders allow the students some flexibility in choosing from
music, art, physical education and social studies classes. The gardening Quest class offers some exercise and
time spent outside on Bethany’s beautiful campus. Here
from left, Erin Donnelly, Mari Price and Ayanna Parker
work together to plant some bulbs that will bloom next
spring. Claudia Barton teaches this class.

workshops offered by Christian education
leaders in the diocese. The workshops included five ways to lead innovative Bible study
led by the Rev. Dr. Karl Ruttan; ways of
connecting to the Millennium Development
Goals led by Ariel Miller; ways to use contemporary books and movies in Christian
formation led by the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust;
using crafts to help learn how to pray led by
Daniel Beebe; and ways to open a sacred

reading led by Valerie Ubbes.
After some time for reflection and
evaluation, the day closed with a brief
prayer and re-commissioning service led
by Canon Zust.
One of the purposes for the workshop was
to help the Christian Education Commission
learn more about how Christian formation
is carried out in Southern Ohio congregations, and about their needs and desires.
The commission collected a great deal of
information from the participants as well
as from congregational surveys that were
mailed to each congregation this summer.
If your congregation has not returned one
of these surveys, you may contact the commission chair (see below) for an additional
copy. As the commission compiles this
information, we will make it available to
congregations. Another purpose for the
conference was to begin forming networks
of Christian education leaders throughout the diocese. If you would like to be
included on a mailing list, please send an
e-mail to the chair.
Special thanks to the conference planning committee and to the kitchen ministry at St. Matthew’s, Westerville, for their
hospitality.

For more information about the Christian
Education Commission, contact Melissa
L. Shirley, chair, at shirley.37@osu.edu or
614.433.0395.

Deacon bestowed new name
The Rev. Dcn. Napoleon Bryant Jr., deacon at St.
Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati, has been given
several names common among different tribal groups
in Nigeria. But none has been as impacting as the name
Terna (pronounced Tey na). The name was bestowed
upon Bryant by a Nigerian lady whose husband is a
member of the Tiv tribe in Nigeria, and it means God’s
gift to us.
In January 2002, Bryant and a small ecumenical
group set out to raise money to assist the Science
Teachers Association of Nigeria (STAN) to raise money
to build the STAN Place. The facility is being built in
four phases in Kwali, Abuja, and will be used to train
science teachers and as a resource center. When completed, the STAN Place will be the only facility of its
type in Sub-Saharan Africa, if not the entire continent.
The building is coming along on schedule and was
roofed in September.
Officers and members of STAN join Deacon Bryant
in expressing profound gratitude to bishops, presbyters, deacons, congregations throughout the Episcopal
Church and all others who have offered prayers and
financial support of the project. Bryant presented a
cashiers check to Prof. Paul A. Eniayeju, president of
STAN, for $3,231. The total money raised and presented to STAN is $19,188. To God be the glory, thanks,
and praise.
“How wonderful it was to see Christians, Muslims and
the non-churched greet each other so warmly and display
such mutual respect,” said Bryant.
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The Rev. Dcn. Bryant, center, is accompanied to the site
of The STAN Place by officers and wives of members.

How to help: contact the Rev. Dcn. Bryant
at 513.731.0903 or through e-mail at
ernanap@aol.com.

Faith in Life hosts speaker
As part of its Hobson Lecture Series, the Diocese of Southern
Ohio’s Faith in Life committee will present a study session
and a series of lectures led by Rabbi Steven Greenberg. Rabbi
Greenberg will be in Columbus from Nov. 1-5, and will conduct
all sessions at St. Stephen’s, 30 West Woodruff Ave., Columbus.
Sessions are free and open to the public – you are invited to come
to one or more as you are able.
Rabbi Greenberg is director of the CLAL Diversity Project and
a Senior Teaching Fellow at CLAL (National Jewish Center for
Learning and Leadership). He is the first openly gay Orthodox rabbi
and a founder of Jerusalem Open House, the Holy City’s first GLBT
community center. He was interviewed in Trembling Before G-d, a
documentary about gay and lesbian Orthodox
Jews; and in 2001 joined filmmaker Sandi
Simcha DuBowski in carrying the film across
the globe as a tool for dialogue and community
organization. In 2004, he finished a decade-long
project, a book entitled, Wrestling with God and
Men: Homosexuality in the Jewish Tradition,
which explores biblical, rabbinic, medieval and
Greenberg
contemporary Jewish responses to same-sex
relationships. In 2005 the book was a awarded the Koret Jewish
Book Award for Philosophy and Thought.
In January 2004, CLAL created the CLAL Diversity Project to send
CLAL’s message of diversity and tolerance into the community at large
on the issues of gay and lesbian inclusion. Heading this project, Rabbi
Greenberg will continue his work to open hearts and minds in regard to
homosexuality and to engender dialogue and learning aimed at helping
communities of all sorts become more vigorously inclusive.
Session topics are as follows (all events held at St. Stephen’s,
Columbus)
Nov. 1, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.: Both These and Those are the Words
of the Living God: Reading for Truth in Scripture: Given that texts
can always be read in multiple ways, how can we affirm our faith
in Scripture and yet be unsure of what anything really means?
This is not a lecture, but an evening of study and conversation on
original Talmudic and Midrashic texts.
Nov. 4, 10:30 a.m.: What is the Bible For? A Jewish Theology
of Biblical Authority: The classical Jewish tradition understands
Moses as the humble secretary who accurately recorded the Master’s
word. The resulting text is one to which “one may not add nor from
which detract.” A single missed or malformed letter disqualifies the
sacred scroll. What does it mean to quote the Bible in defense of a
policy? What are we accomplishing when we use the authority of the
Scripture to ground our values? Moreover, where does that authority
actually lie? And if the Bible is not the final arbiter of God’s will, then
what is revelation for?
Nov. 4, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.: Wrestling with God and Men:
Homosexuality and the Jewish Tradition: For millennia, two biblical verses have been understood to condemn sex between men.
Traditional Jews have rejected homosexuality, condemned practicing homosexuals as wanton sinners and taught that the halakhah
demands absolute celibacy from homosexuals. Rabbi Greenberg
will share his radical and his pragmatic solutions to the conflict
between traditional Judaism and homosexuality.
Nov. 5, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.: Same-Sex Marriage: Civil Wrongs and
Sacred Rites: The fight for marriage equality in the U.S. is beginning to build steam. Massachusetts may soon be joined by New
Jersey and New York. While liberal Jews and Christians have been
sanctifying same-sex marriages for some time, more conservative
Jews and Episcopalians are experiencing active conflict on the
issue now. How do these two contexts, civil and religious, influence each other? Can gay marriage become a religious opportunity for a new and much more open inquiry in the very purposes of
marriage, the meaning of love, sex, desire, pleasure, loyalty, family and even community? This session will explore the challenges
of civil and religious same-sex marriage for us as Americans and
as people of faith.

For more information, please contact the program subcommittee
chair, the Rev. Judith Doran at judithadoran@aol.com or the Faith
in Life chair, Mike Wernick, at filchair@angacad.org .
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Churches request $146,000
in ECSF grants

St. Margaret’s uses its ECSF grant to offer a free arts camp fostering multicultural understanding in this
highly segregated city. Here, a creative writing class is held on the steps of the altar.
accessing many other resources ranging from tax credits to child care vouchers. This will fill a major current
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
unmet need in the Daytonview neighborhood.
• All Saints, Portsmouth, is providing an innoAfter a flurry of phone calls, letters and faxes,
the last of the 2008 grant proposals arrived in vative mix of screening and mentoring to help
ECSF’s e-mail inbox 90 seconds before midnight guests at its bi-weekly Loaves and Fishes meal
on Sept. 15. The total was a record: 48 requests achieve better health. The parish took a survey that
from 37 congregations, sharing the dynamic stories revealed that almost half of the guests are diabetic,
and many do not regularly test their blood sugar
of community ministries throughout the diocese.
or understand how to manage this
The Episcopal Community
deadly disease.
Services Foundation (ECSF) is
• Grace Church, Cincinnati, is
an independent non-profit that
launching a new student chorus at
raises donations from churches
nearby Aiken High School which
and individuals to help Episcopal
will provide the overwhelmingly
churches combat poverty in
low-income students with a means
Southern Ohio. ESCF works as
of fellowship, accomplishment
a responsive funder, respecting
and fun. School and community
the capacity of local churches to
leaders are thrilled.
discern the needs of their comNow comes the most intense
munities and use their talents and
season of the year for ECSF’s volresources creatively to address
unteer board and grants committee.
them.
Meeting in late September, board
Thus, applicants ask for grants
for often unique ministries fos- Trinity, Hamilton is requesting an members divided up the proposals
tering many kinds of progress: ECSF grant to help with its thriving, in preparation for visits to all appliliteracy, affordable housing, new tutoring ministry, Wonderful cants. They also worked intently to
complete plans for fall fundraising.
food, health, and career coachWednesdays.
Every dollar sent out in ECSF
ing and developing the talents of
grants comes from the freewill
disadvantaged children.
If every household that receives Interchange donations of individuals or churches. Trustees and
sent a $15 contribution, you would empower ECSF staff will be visiting churches and inviting people
to send every dollar requested by these outstanding to gatherings around the diocese to learn about the
programs, many of which are carried out by tiny ministries requesting our collective support.
The listening, praying and giving is part of a
congregations ministering valiantly in high-poverty
growing
awareness of our shared capacity to bring
rural or urban areas.
This year’s crop of proposals is an exciting mix hope and help in the name of our living God. Your
of well-established and new ministries. Here’s a gifts to ECSF help sister congregations ensure that
uninsured workers won’t have to choose between
sampling:
• St. Margaret’s, Trotwood, will reopen its historic heat and medicine, homeless families will have
food pantry in St. Andrew’s downtown Dayton loca- shelter instead of huddling overnight in a car, and
tion, where families in need will be able to get help thousands of children won’t go to bed hungry.

BY ARIEL MILLER

How to help: Send a donation payable to “ECSF” c/o the Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore
Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202, or give online at www.ecsfsouthernohio.org
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MOUNTAINGrace

BY MICHAEL MALONEY AND ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTORS

The fourth annual Mountain Grace Conference brought
together more than 90 people in St. Clairsville, Ohio, on
Sept. 8 to share their experience of Appalachian ministry.
The conference, sponsored by the dioceses of Southern
Ohio and West Virginia, drew guests from as far as Saginaw,
Baltimore, New York and Tennessee, as well as from
throughout Southern Ohio and Western Virginia. Bishop
Tom Breidenthal preached, and Bishop Ken Price celebrated
the conference Eucharist. Senior staff from both dioceses
spent a rewarding day talking with laypeople and clergy
from the county seats, coal and steel towns of Appalachia.
In welcoming remarks, the Ven. Faith Perrizo, archdeacon of West Virginia, summed up the conference theme,
which echoed a passage from Isaiah (13:9) to express
the worth and vulnerability of these communities: “They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as
the waters cover the sea.” Perrizo connected the theme to
justice as well as environmental stewardship.
“Tending the Holy Mountain was tending the holy
relationships with each other,” she said. “There was a
recognition that no matter what our ethnicity or politics,
we were all in this together, watched over by a loving The Rev. Katharin Foster (at the podium) and the Rev. Mary Carson (center) present the Jean Carson award to Pat
God who knew what it was to face hard work and hard- Ellertson for her commitment and ministry in Appalachia. Jean and her husband, the Rev. John Carson, died this summer
ships – after all, Jesus was a carpenter with nowhere to after a lifetime of ministry and service in Appalachia.
lay his head some days.”
The conference keynoter, the Rev. Suzanne Watson
from the Small Church desk at the Episcopal Church the people’s stories.” Storytelling is an important feature
The Rev. Lee Anne Reat, who serves an Appalachian
Center in New York, acknowledged that this is a chal- of Appalachian culture.
congregation in inner-city Columbus, talked about the
lenging time for small congregations. But “there are also
In another workshop, Southern Ohio’s youth director value of Appalachian Sunday but cautioned on how to
challenging opportunities,” she said, citing the statistic Roger Speer advised churches to refocus their efforts on avoid perpetuating degrading cultural stereotypes. The
that 80 percent of Americans report to poll-takers that what is missing in society. Consider that teens often say Rev. Edward Payne illustrated how to use music as a
they believe in God but only 20% attend church.
there is no place to go on Friday nights, for example. bridge to connect our Anglican and Appalachian cultures
Workshops shared new and proven
“Beat the streets, talk to police offi- and handed out an exciting list of useful hymns, which he
strategies for developing dynamic
has culled from several Episcopal hymnals.
cers and find a niche,” said Speer.
ministry in small congregations. Both
ECSF director Ariel Miller and Sandy Guerard, health
“Connecting to regional and local
bishops and canons of the Diocese of
values in addressing environmen- minister from All Saints, Portsmouth, co-led a workshop
Southern Ohio attended a workshop
tal concerns is another way to tend on leveraging traditional emergency assistance ministry
taught by Bishop Todd Ousley, who
the holy mountain,” said the Rev. into far greater impact. Guerard described the high rate
described the mutual ministry model,
William Carroll of Good Shepherd, of diabetes among guests at All Saints’ community meal,
which has been very successful in
Athens. Youth leaders from his parish and the church’s resourcefulness in bringing together
clusters of small churches in his diodescribed their new environmental in-kind supplies and expertise to add testing and coachcese of Western Michigan.
justice initiative. The parish organiz- ing to help guests achieve better health. Miller reported
In this model, parishioners engage
es field trips to show the impact of how emergency assistance ministries are using the new
in a period of mutual discernment
using fossil fuels and to learn first- Benefit Bank software to connect the working poor to tax
and formation. They are ultimately
hand about the growing availability of credits, food stamps and other benefits that can increase
commissioned as a Mutual Ministry
energy from renewable sources. “It’s their annual budget by thousands of dollars.
Support team (MMST), with each
Mountain Grace has become a true family reunion celnot just outsiders coming in to tell us
person called to a specific leadership
what to do,” Carroll said. “People ebrating love as well as accomplishments. One of the most
role, including two locally trained
can see ‘My kid has cancer. They are moving moments was a commemoration of the Rev. John
priests, one catechist, two vocationpoisoning my land.’ I can’t imagine a and Jean Carson, leaders in rural ministry who both died
al deacons, one evangelist and one
Christian seeing some of these things this year. The Rev. Katharin Foster, chair of the diocesan
administrator. Team formation takes
and not being concerned.”
Episcopal Appalachian Ministries Committee, and the Rev.
about three years and is subsidized
The conference included two work- Mary Carson, one of their daughters, presented awards in
by the diocese. In a later workshop Margaret Breidenthal and Mariann
shops led by urban priests who pas- their memory to the Rev. Steve Cuff and Pat Ellertson, who
on ministry in the Appalachian con- Price test folding shopping carts
tor the children and grandchildren of have led flourishing new ministries in their congregations.
text, Bishop Price led a dialogue on that were given as door prizes at the
Conferees also cheered for Sandy Elledge, who will
Appalachian migrants. In a workshop
insights gained in the two sponsoring Mountain Grace conference.
on the small church as an agent for retire at the end of this year as executive director of
dioceses, while Perrizo described how
change, the Rev. Deborah Gamble of Episcopal Appalachian Ministries. They presented her
the Mutual Ministry Support Team
St. Philip, Northside, described how a with a rocking chair on the slim chance that she might sit
approach has been adapted to West Virginia.
group of 12 people minister in a neighborhood troubled by down and rest for a minute or two. She did sit in it, but
The Rev. Theresa Kelley from St. Luke’s, Wheeling, poverty, mental illness and drug abuse. “We are a double her eyes were full of mischief.
told her personal story to illustrate how indigenous lead- blessing,” said Gamble, “to the people in the inner city and
Archdeacon Perrizo summed up the conference in
ership develops. “Our collective story is God’s story,” to the suburban people who come to help provide services these words: “The experience will sustain me in my daily
said Kelley. “It is important to tell your story and listen to to them.”
ministry until we meet again at Mountain Grace V.”
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ERH offers therapy pet training

St. Barnabas inaugurates new pipe
organ, holds Katrina benefit

Episcopal Retirement Homes plans to offer therapy dog classes, beginning Oct. 27,
to interested Cincinnati-area parishioners and their pets. Training will be conducted by
Therapy Pets of Greater Cincinnati, the local affiliate of Delta Society, a national and
international organization dedicated to promoting and enhancing the benefits of animal
assisted activities/therapy. The classes will meet for four weeks at ERH’s Marjorie P.
Lee Retirement Community in Hyde Park , with each lesson lasting approximately one
hour. Classes will take place on Oct. 27, Nov. 3, Nov. 10 and Nov. 17 at 1 p.m.
The class syllabus adheres to a national standard developed by Delta, which allows
an obedient animal and his/her owner to become comfortable with the behaviors
required and unfamiliar circumstances of pet therapy. Upon completion of training,
each new “pet partner team” will be tested by Delta for certification and membership,
which carries with them the insurance coverage normally required before the team may
visit healthcare and other institutional facilities. The cost of Delta testing, certification
and membership is $60. There will be a $30 instructional fee, payable in advance at the
time of registration for the classes at M.P. Lee.
Once certified, it is the hope of ERH that new pet partner teams will become
Marjorie P. Lee volunteers and visit residents on a regular basis. Experienced mentorteams will be on hand to assist in getting new teams started, and thereafter, as desired.
Early registration is suggested. For more information, please contact the Rev. Tom
Shaver at 513.770.0929 or at gyrenets@yahoo.com. To register for the classes, please
contact Kim Muse at 513.272.5555 ext. 5396, or visit the ERH website at www.episcopalretirement.com

St. Barnabas, Montgomery, has invited area organists to perform on its brand-new pipe organ at an evening service
to benefit New Orleans’ Grace Episcopal Church on Oct. 28 at 7 p.m.
Grace Church suffered substantial damage to its organ and sanctuary during
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. A free will offering
will be collected during the evening service.
A celebrity lineup of guest organists, including
Ernie Hoffman (formerly with Christ Church
Cathedral), Heather MacPhail (May Festival),
Rodney Barbour (St. Paul Methodist, Madeira),
Pete Morabito (St. Anne’s Catholic), Brian
Mock (Christ Church, Glendale), Bradford
Dale (Church of the Advent, Walnut Hills),
and St. Barnabas’ current and founding organists, Michael Chertock and Carter Beck, will
perform works by Widor, Bach and more.
Congregational hymns will be sung.
A reception will follow the program.
Invited special guests include Bishop William
Grant Black, 7th bishop of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio and his wife, Frances
Matthewson Black, and Rabbi Mark Goldman
and his wife, Dr. Meryl Goldman.
St. Barnabas installed its new 5 Manual Rodgers Trillium pipe organ
this summer. The service is open to the public. For more information, call
513.984.8401.

Chertok

Open Door Ministry holds fundraiser
Church of the Advent’s Open Door Ministry is selling Christmas wreaths to support
its outreach to the mentally ill. Open Door operates a food pantry and payee program
for the mentally ill in Greater Cincinnati. As payees, Open Door receives clients’ disability checks, pays their bills and budgets their spending money. The Open Door staff
and volunteers are like family to many of the clients, some of whom have no contact
with loved ones because of their disabilities such as schizophrenia, bi-polar disorder,
depression, mental retardation and addiction to drugs or alcohol. The wreath sale enables Open Door to purchase a Christmas gift for the 90 clients. For many of them, it
will be the only gift they receive.
Items offered include: 22” mixed evergreen wreath (includes deluxe pre-tied bow
and attached natural pinecones) for $36 and a 28” noble fir wreath (includes pre-tied
red velvet water repellent bow and attached snowy pinecones) for $46 (both items are
direct shipped).
For further information and an order form, contact Nancy McFadden at Open Door
at 513.961.2259 or by e-mail at wumpa1@aol.com.

Local priest selected as GreenFaith fellow
The Rev. Frank A. Edmands, priest-in-charge of St. Andrew’s, Pickerington, has
been accepted into the GreenFaith Fellowship Program. GreenFaith is New Jersey’s
interfaith coalition for the environment. Founded in 1992, the coalition’s mission is
to inspire, educate and mobilize people of diverse spiritual backgrounds to rediscover
their relationship with the sacred in nature and to restore the earth for future generations. The GreenFaith Fellowship Program is the first comprehensive education and
training program in the country to prepare lay and ordained
leaders from diverse religious traditions for religiously based
environmental leadership.
Edmands will be working and studying with a mix of 11 other
people from the Jewish, Christian and Muslim traditions. The
15-month program will consist of three residential sessions in
various environs, followed by conference calls, mentoring sessions, networking, emails and written assignments. The fellowship curriculum is designed to integrate historical perspectives,
scientific information, socio-economic considerations, religious,
ethical, spiritual and practical dimensions. The program’s first
learning retreat was held in mid-October.
The Rev. Frank A.
Edmands, a native of Massachusetts, says he was “drawn into
Edmands
a love affair with God’s creation, wandering and playing in the
woodlands and exploring the beaches next to Buzzards bay.” This passion led him to
a bachelors and master’s degrees in biological science. Before ordination, he served as
an oceanographic technician for the University of Southern California and later as an
environmental scientist for the Port of Los Angeles. As part of his fellowship experience, Edmands plans to develop a children’s curriculum for the stewardship of creation
coupled with liturgies to celebrate each lesson.

St.Anne’s supports MDG with Hymnathon
Millenium Development Goal projects will be the beneficiaries of a fundraiser at St.
Anne, West Chester, on Nov. 17. The church will sponsor a Hymnathon, playing one

verse of each hymn in the 1982 Hymnal, starting at 8 a.m. and ending late in the afternoon. Five organists are planning to play the pipe organ, permitting continuous music
with an occasional liturgy break.
All are invited to stop in and sing (or listen) for a while or to sponsor some hymns.
Details are on the website at www.saintanne-wc.org.

Bishop gives invocation at philanthropy conference
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal is scheduled to deliver to the invocation at the
National Philanthropy Day celebration in Cincinnati on Nov. 8. The bishop has
written extensively about raising ethical children and also helped plan the 1996
Conference on Third World Debt Relief sponsored by the Office of the UN Anglican
Observer.
The event recognizes and honors the importance of volunteerism and philanthropy
throughout Greater Cincinnati. To learn more, call 513.554.3065.

ECW offers retreat
The Episcopal Church Women of Southern Ohio invite women young and old to
“Come on board for a joyful journey” during the group’s annual retreat. The keynote
speaker and workshop leader is Maryfran Crist, a parish nurse and family practitioner
from Illinois. Held at Procter Camp & Conference Center, the conference begins from
breakfast at 8 a.m. and closes after the 3:15 p.m. Eucharist
Cost is $25. Registration deadline is Oct. 20. Make checks payable to Episcopal
Church Women Diocese of Southern Ohio. Mail checks to Judith Keim, 7680-104
Scioto Court, West Chester 45069 or register online at www.episcopal-dso.org.
Attendees requesting overnight accomodations are responsible for making arrangements with the Procter Staff. Contact Robin Kimbler at 877.582.1712.
To learn more, contact Judith Keim at 513.759.0727 or Millie Volungis at
513.459.1353 or Deacon Irene Miller Radcliff at 614.267.2145.

Boar’s Head tickets available
Diocese of Southern Ohio clergy may request tickets for themselves and their immediate family (living with you at home) to a performance of the Boar’s Head at Christ
Church Cathedral. On church or personal stationery, mail a note requesting the number
of tickets and the specific performance with a Self-Addressed, Stamped Envelope to
BH Diocese Clergy Tix, c/o Christ Church Cathedral, 318 E. 4th St., Cincinnati 45202.
Make a note if you need handicap seating. The request must be received by Dec. 7
before all tickets go to the public. All attendees must have a ticket, including children
who walk. Performance choices: Sat. December 29, (2 p.m. dress rehearsal/5 p.m.) and
Sun. Dec. 30 (2:30 p.m./5 p.m.).
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Baptismal Covenant goes public
BY THE REV. PAULA JACKSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Summer lunch break: The earnest 20something union organizer, new in town,
sat across the table from the priest, in the
gyros shop.
“Do you think,” he mused, “there might
be some churches who would be interested in praying and fasting for justice?”
Needless to say, the priest was hooked.
In the summer of 2005, after open letters to the community, hand-delivered
appeals to building managers in downtown Cincinnati and organizing meetings with janitors in those buildings, the
Justice for Janitors campaign was ready to
heighten its witness.
More than 1,200 janitors, a majority
African American and a close minority
of recent immigrants, work by night in
the most opulent corporate headquarters
of Cincinnati, home to a higher rate of
Fortune 500 companies than any other
city. While the corporate profits of these
companies register in billions of dollars,
the invisible workforce who cleans their
offices and restrooms, working through
cleaning contractors, cannot earn enough
money to take care of their children or pay
the rent. Local pastors, watching the food
pantries increasingly devoted to families
with jobs (often with a parent working
two or three jobs trying to make ends
meet), began to connect the dots.
Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn,
was possibly the first to support the campaign visibly but soon was in a good

Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn, including the Rev. Paula Jackson (top right), marches alongside other community leaders to petition for better pay, job training and respect
for diversity.
company representing many faith traditions. We found new ways to combine
liturgy, street preaching, public rally and
union meeting. All Souls (Día de los
Muertos), Three Kings (Tres Reyes), and
Ash Wednesday (Miércoles de Ceniza)
gave us great opportunities to take prayers,
scriptures, rituals and demands for justice
to the streets of Cincinnati. In the meantime, reasoned conversations were taking
place with corporate leaders, members of

City Council and others who could exert
some moral influence.
The workers´ campaign was a manifestation of the reign of God, bringing
together different cultures, ethnicities and
language groups, transcending socio-economic barriers, uniting all in the ¨hunger
and thirst for justice¨ as well as in hope for
a better world, with God´s help.
In July 2007, several clergy actually sat
down at the bargaining table with union

and contractor representatives, to present
our ¨Community Benefits¨ proposal. We
asked for job training with the goal of
raising standards and job access; for nondiscrimination, fair treatment of immigrants and respect for diversity (including
the provision of ten minutes per shift for
prayer in an appropriate space). The meeting was unprecedented and soon began to
feel like a revival in the making.
In the proverbial eleventh hour (shortly
before 2 a.m. on the day the new union
was prepared to strike), the contract was
won. Janitors in Cincinnati will not be
rich, but they will see significant strides
over the next three years towards being
able to support their families. They will
encounter new respect immediately. And
they have come to feel as if their lives
and work are important to the community.
Repeatedly, workers have expressed to the
congregation that they never realized anyone cared about what happened to them
or about their struggles, until the Church
showed up: praying, fasting, writing -and marching for justice.

Bishops clarify positions, commitment to Communion
FROM PAGE 1
Communion issued a report, which said
that the Episcopal Church has “clarified all outstanding questions” relating
to its response to the requests of the
Windsor Report, and questions on which
the Primates sought clarifications by
September 30.
The House of Bishops agreed overwhelmingly by voice vote to reiterate
the 2006 General Convention Resolution
B033 that said they would “exercise
restraint by not consenting to the consecration of any candidate to the episcopate
whose manner of life presents a challenge
to the wider church and will lead to further strains on communion.” They clarified later in the document that the “House
acknowledges that non-celibate gay and
lesbian persons are included among those
to whom B033 pertains.”
They also pledged not to authorize public
rites for same-gender blessings “until a broader consensus emerges in the Communion,

or until General Convention takes further
action,” according to the response.
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori told reporters at a news conference
following the conclusion of the meeting
that bishops found “common ground to
stand on … high ground. Not everyone is
100 percent happy with every word in this
document, but we believe we have found
a place that all of us can stand together
– at the foot of the cross.”
Intended to clarify General Convention
Resolution B033, the document also offered
the strongest language thus far about interventions from overseas bishops in local
dioceses. “We deplore incursions into our
jurisdictions by uninvited bishops and call
for them to end,” the document said. It also
called for “unequivocal and active commitment to the civil rights, safety and dignity
of gay and lesbian persons.”
Its passage indicated strong support
for the leadership of Jefferts Schori, who
received a standing ovation and sustained
applause at the news she is approaching
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her one-year anniversary as presiding bishop and primate of the Episcopal Church.
Bishops supported her plans for: episcopal
visitors; communion-wide consultations;
increased listening across the Anglican
Communion and assisting in ways to invite
the Bishop of New Hampshire to the
Lambeth Conference in 2008.
Jefferts Schori praised the “remarkable
work” of the bishops. “We have reaffirmed our firm desire to remain as full
members of the Anglican Communion.”
She emphasized that the meetings were
carried out within a context of mission,
outreach and transformation, noting that
nearly $1 million was raised for Gulf
Coast hurricane relief efforts in addition to
the mission work by bishops and spouses.
That spirit of connectedness and service
infused the deliberations, she said.
Bishop Robert Fitzpatrick of Hawaii agreed.
“It was non-adversarial and it was holy,” he
said of the efforts of the bishops to craft a statement that all could accept with integrity.
The conversations “were not a battle

between right and left, but a discussion
across a spectrum” with the main question
being “what will the Episcopal Church be
and how will we fit into the family of the
Anglican Communion.”
“It’s not that you make a compromise;
you live into your reality,” he said. The
resulting document represents the current reality of the House of Bishops
“right down to the parsing of every word”
and is an “honest portrayal of where we
are without overstating any position,” he
said.
Former South Carolina Bishop Ed
Salmon said that even though the process used to reach the final document
did not acknowledge the “unconscious
oppression of those who don’t agree,” the
effort “represented significant progress in
terms of the House of Bishops working
together.”

See the full response from the bishops
on page 9. Episcopal News Service
contributed to this report.
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HOUSE OF BISHOPS OFFERS RESPONSE
A Response to Questions and Concerns Raised by our Anglican Communion
Partners:
In accordance with Our Lord’s high priestly prayer that we be one, and in the spirit
of Resolution A159 of the 75th General Convention, and in obedience to his Great
Commission to go into the world and make disciples, and in gratitude for the gift of
the Anglican Communion as a sign of the Holy Spirit’s ongoing work of reconciliation
throughout the world, we offer the following to The Episcopal Church, the Primates,
the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC), and the larger Communion, with the hope
of “mending the tear in the fabric” of our common life in Christ.
“I do it all for the sake of the Gospel so that I might share in its blessings.”
1 Corinthians 9:23.

Introduction
The House of Bishops expresses sincere and heartfelt thanks to the Archbishop of Canterbury
and members of the Joint Standing Committee of the Anglican Consultative Council and the
Primates for accepting our invitation to join us in New Orleans. By their presence they have
both honored us and assisted us in our discernment. Their presence was a living reminder of
the unity that is Christ’s promised gift in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Much of our meeting time was spent in continuing discernment of our relationships
within the Anglican Communion. We engaged in careful listening and straightforward
dialogue with our guests. We expressed our passionate desire to remain in communion.
It is our conviction that The Episcopal Church needs the Anglican Communion, and we
heard from our guests that the Anglican Communion needs The Episcopal Church.
The House of Bishops offers the following responses to our Anglican Communion partners. We believe they provide clarity and point toward next steps in an ongoing process of
dialogue. Within The Episcopal Church the common discernment of God’s call is a lively
partnership among laypersons, bishops, priests, and deacons, and therefore necessarily
includes the Presiding Bishop, the Executive Council, and the General Convention.

Summary
• We reconfirm that resolution B033 of General Convention 2006 (The Election Of
Bishops) calls upon bishops with jurisdiction and Standing Committees “to exercise restraint
by not consenting to the consecration of any candidate to the episcopate whose manner of life
presents a challenge to the wider church and will lead to further strains on communion.”
• We pledge as a body not to authorize public rites for the blessing of same-sex unions.
• We commend our Presiding Bishop’s plan for episcopal visitors.
• We deplore incursions into our jurisdictions by uninvited bishops and call for them
to end.
• We support the Presiding Bishop in seeking communion-wide consultation in a
manner that is in accord with our Constitution and Canons.
• We call for increasing implementation of the listening process across the
Communion and for a report on its progress to Lambeth 2008.
• We support the Archbishop of Canterbury in his expressed desire to explore ways
for the Bishop of New Hampshire to participate in the Lambeth Conference.
• We call for unequivocal and active commitment to the civil rights, safety, and dignity of gay and lesbian persons.

Discussion
Resolution B033 of the 2006 General Convention
The House of Bishops concurs with Resolution EC011 of the Executive Council.
This Resolution commends the Report of the Communion Sub-Group of the Joint
Standing Committee of the Anglican Consultative Council and the Primates of the
Anglican Communion as an accurate evaluation of Resolution B033 of the 2006
General Convention, calling upon bishops with jurisdiction and Standing Committees
“to exercise restraint by not consenting to the consecration of any candidate to the episcopate whose manner of life presents a challenge to the wider church and will lead to
further strains on communion.”[1] The House acknowledges that non-celibate gay and
lesbian persons are included among those to whom B033 pertains.

Blessing of Same-Sex Unions
We, the members of the House of Bishops, pledge not to authorize for use in our dioceses any public rites of blessing of same-sex unions until a broader consensus emerges
in the Communion, or until General Convention takes further action. In the near future
we hope to be able to draw upon the benefits of the Communion-wide listening process.
In the meantime, it is important to note that no rite of blessing for persons living in
same-sex unions has been adopted or approved by our General Convention. In addition
to not having authorized liturgies the majority of bishops do not make allowance for the
blessing of same-sex unions. We do note that in May 2003 the Primates said we have a
pastoral duty “to respond with love and understanding to people of all sexual orientations.” They further stated, “...[I]t is necessary to maintain a breadth of private response
to situations of individual pastoral care.”
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Episcopal Visitors
We affirm the Presiding Bishop’s plan to appoint episcopal visitors for dioceses that
request alternative oversight. Such oversight would be provided by bishops who are a part of
and subject to the communal life of this province. We believe this plan is consistent with and
analogous to Delegated Episcopal Pastoral Oversight (DEPO) as affirmed by the Windsor
Report (paragraph 152). We thank those bishops who have generously offered themselves
for this ministry. We hope that dioceses will make use of this plan and that the Presiding
Bishop will continue conversation with those dioceses that may feel the need for such ministries. We appreciate and need to hear all voices in The Episcopal Church.

Incursions by Uninvited Bishops
We call for an immediate end to diocesan incursions by uninvited bishops in accordance
with the Windsor Report and consistent with the statements of past Lambeth Conferences
and the Ecumenical Councils of the Church. Such incursions imperil common prayer and
long-established ecclesial principles of our Communion. These principles include respect
for local jurisdiction and recognition of the geographical boundaries of dioceses and provinces. As we continue to commit ourselves to honor both the spirit and the content of the
Windsor Report, we call upon those provinces and bishops engaging in such incursions
likewise to honor the Windsor Report by ending them. We offer assurance that delegated
episcopal pastoral care is being provided for those who seek it.

Communion-wide Consultation
In their communiqué of February 2007, the Primates proposed a “pastoral scheme.” At our
meeting in March 2007, we expressed our deep concern that this scheme would compromise
the authority of our own primate and place the autonomy of The Episcopal Church at risk.
The Executive Council reiterated our concerns and declined to participate. Nevertheless, we
recognize a useful role for communion-wide consultation with respect to the pastoral needs
of those seeking alternative oversight, as well as the pastoral needs of gay and lesbian persons
in this and other provinces. We encourage our Presiding Bishop to continue to explore such
consultation in a manner that is in accord with our Constitution and Canons.

The Listening Process
The 1998 Lambeth Conference called all the provinces of the Anglican Communion
to engage in a “listening process” designed to bring gay and lesbian Anglicans fully into
the Church’s conversation about human sexuality. We look forward to receiving initial
reports about this process at the 2008 Lambeth Conference and to participating with
others in this crucial enterprise. We are aware that in some cultural contexts conversation concerning homosexuality is difficult. We see an important role for the Anglican
Consultative Council (ACC) in this listening process, since it represents both the lay
and ordained members of our constituent churches, and so is well-placed to engage
every part of the body in this conversation. We encourage the ACC to identify the variety of resources needed to accomplish these conversations.

The Lambeth Conference
Invitations to the Lambeth Conference are extended by the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Those among us who have received an invitation to attend the 2008 Lambeth Conference
look forward to that gathering with hope and expectation. Many of us are engaged in
mission partnerships with bishops and dioceses around the world and cherish these
relationships. Lambeth offers a wonderful opportunity to build on such partnerships.
We are mindful that the Bishop of New Hampshire has not yet received an invitation to the conference. We also note that the Archbishop of Canterbury has expressed
a desire to explore a way for him to participate. We share the Archbishop’s desire and
encourage our Presiding Bishop to offer our assistance as bishops in this endeavor. It is
our fervent hope that a way can be found for his full participation.

Justice and Dignity for Gay and Lesbian Persons
It is of fundamental importance that, as we continue to seek consensus in matters of human
sexuality, we also be clear and outspoken in our shared commitment to establish and protect
the civil rights of gay and lesbian persons, and to name and oppose at every turn any action
or policy that does violence to them, encourages violence toward them, or violates their dignity as children of God. We call all our partners in the Anglican Communion to recommit to
this effort. As we stated at the conclusion of our meeting in March 2007: “We proclaim the
Gospel of what God has done and is doing in Christ, of the dignity of every human being, and
of justice, compassion and peace. We proclaim the Gospel that in Christ there is no Jew or
Greek, no male or female, no slave or free. We proclaim the Gospel that in Christ all God’s
children, including women, are full and equal participants in the life of Christ’s Church. We
proclaim the Gospel that in Christ all God’s children, including gay and lesbian persons, are
full and equal participants in the life of Christ’s Church. We proclaim the Gospel that stands
against any violence, including violence done to women and children as well as those who
are persecuted because of their differences, often in the name of God.”

LEFT� Ann Ball of the Diocese of New Orleans and
Virginia Barrett Barker of the Diocese of Florida
sand the walls of a home�
BELOW� Some members of the congregation dance and
sing in the �Second Line� during the interfaith service
led by the Archbishop of Canterbury�
Photos by Julie Murray

new orleans:

re-building one wall,
one house, one street at a time
BY JULIE MURRAY

INTERCHANGE ASSISTANT EDITOR
When I heard that the Episcopal Communicators were organizing
a mission trip to New Orleans, I was immediately interested. News
reports of the destruction of Hurricane Katrina were incomprehensible to me. I couldn’t believe how little progress had been made.
Vast amounts of volunteers must still be needed—even middle age,
not-so-in-shape volunteers like me. I could donate money, lots of
people have, but all that money didn’t seem to be making a difference. Why? I needed to see for myself.
Along with Richelle Thompson and 20 or so other communicators from throughout The Episcopal Church, I stay at the Episcopal
Urban Ministry Center, a large, three-story Victorian house next to
the New Orleans diocesan offices and the cathedral. Fourteen of
us sleep on the third floor, on foam mattresses on the ground, and
sharing two showers – tough work for women! In addition to providing shelter for volunteers, the center houses case managers and
the Jericho Road Episcopal Housing Initiative, a ministry that builds
affordable housing.
On our first evening, we travel to St. Anna’s Episcopal Church,
a community-minded congregation in the central city. St. Anna’s
runs a mobile neighborhood medical unit that offers free medical
screenings and basic medical care to people in need. But St. Anna’s
gets much of its press for a large, white plastic sign which hangs
on the front of the building. Each Monday morning, the Rev. Bill
Terry, rector of St. Anna’s, writes the names of the previous week’s
homicide victims on the board. As violent crime skyrockets in New
Orleans, the list of names grows longer. Each individual is listed by
name, age, gender and manner in which they were killed. Each individual is also prayed for during worship services at St. Anna’s. The
board is a somber reminder that the murder rate is more than just a
number.
St. Anna’s also sponsors a musician’s ministry. Musicians in New
Orleans were some of the hardest hit victims of Katrina. Today,
musicians are working for much less money than before the storm
and trying to pay rent that has more than doubled with the lack of
housing. Every Wednesday after the Eucharist, a meal is served at
which musicians eat free, others pay $5. Musicians are given a place
to perform and a paid a musician-scale stipend. Counseling and
other healing services are offered as well, all free of charge.
Early the next morning, we head to the warehouse that serves as
the headquarters of the house gutting and rebuilding program for the
Office of Disaster Relief. Program coordinator Katie Mears greets us.
Katie is an energetic woman in her 20s who came to New Orleans
to volunteer shortly after the storm and quickly proved herself as a
person who could get things done. Mears heads up a team of interns—
other young adults who come to work for the Disaster Relief Office
for a small stipend and the chance to change the lives of millions. The
interns round up groups of unskilled volunteers like us and quickly
turn us into sheetrock and painting experts. We split into two groups—
one to install ceilings in a recently gutted home. The larger group
heads to New Orleans East, a middle-class suburban neighborhood, to
sand and prime a recently rebuilt home. I choose to sand.

ABOVE� This sign on the front of St� Anna�s Episcopal
Church recounts the names of all the murder victims
in New Orleans� Each week� a representative from the
church adds the names of the murdered and presents a
rose for each to the police chief and mayor as a way
to make their deaths more than a statistic�
RIGHT� Julie Murray puts a push pin in Cincinnati
on the map that shows the hometowns of volunteers�
Photo by Mary Cox
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How to help

The dioceses of Louisiana and New
Orleans need your help. Rebuilding
will take years and thousands and
thousands of volunteers. If you’re interested in helping, contact the Office
of Disaster Relief in New Orleans at
http://edola.org/odr_main.php.
In Mississippi, visit
http://www.dioms.org/
katrina/index.html

Volunteers have written these messages of hope
on the plywood of new affordable housing being built
by the Jericho Road Episcopal Housing Initiative�
In the suburbs, I see the part of the story of Katrina that is not
shared so much in the news. The storm did not discriminate between
upper and lower incomes. We drive past shopping centers, restaurants and a large medical center, all abandoned. We see an elementary school where children are in classrooms in trailers next to the
school building, which stands still untouched. FEMA trailers line
the streets of the upper and middle class homes. When we reach our
assigned house, the subdivision looks
at first glance like my own, middleclass neighborhood. Then I realize
that most of the homes still are abandoned and bear the telltale “bathtub
ring” of scum that shows where the
water stood at 4 to 5 feet.
We spend the next two days sanding every wall in the house, no small
task. Each wall has to be carefully
sanded at the joint of each piece of
sheetrock, to ensure a smooth wall.
Someone comments that communicators are well suited to this work, since
we are used to looking at the details.
Well, I don’t feel well suited. I sit at
a desk in an air conditioned office
working at a computer all day, not
working in 90-degree heat, wearing
long pants and a mask and goggles.
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As the sweat drips in my eyes and rolls down my back, I come to a
realization that my life is so good. I am not at the mercy of strangers
to make my house a place where I can live again. It’s not just sweat
in my eyes anymore. I sand even more vigorously.
At the end of the second day, we look proudly at the work we
have accomplished. Every wall in the house is neatly smooth and
primed, ready for paint. Large weeds and debris have been cleared
from the yard. The next day, bishops and spouses will paint the
house. We leave feeling like we made a difference--to one house, on
one street. There are so many more houses and streets to go.
That night, we travel to St. George’s Episcopal Church, which
offers a community meal to relief workers and neighbors twice
weekly. We sit with a man who lives in the neighborhood who
thanks us for being there and tells us that the churches are the only
ones getting anything done in New Orleans; it’s a sentiment we hear
time and again from residents.
The trip is not just about rebuilding homes; there are moments
of fun and great joy. We hear the Archbishop of Canterbury preach
at a community ecumenical service. We listen to the breathtaking
music of jazz trumpeter Irwin Mayfield Jr. We have an opportunity to eat and talk with the president of the House of Deputies,
Bonnie Anderson. We cover a press conference of the Archbishop
and the Presiding Bishop while dressed in clothing covered with
construction dirt and dust. We attend a celebration barbeque at a
new Episcopal church planted in an abandoned Walgreen’s drug
store in the Lower Ninth Ward. We visit the various work places of
the bishops and spouses to see what good work they were able to
accomplish—including a final visit to “our” house where we see the
brightly painted walls and have a sense of what the house will look
like when it becomes a home once more. We have a chance to sample some great New Orleans cuisine and haunt the quaint little shops
of the French Quarter. And everywhere we go, everyone—from
shopkeepers and waiters to the volunteers that brought us our meals
at our worksite—everyone was truly thankful for the people who
continue to come and to help rebuild their city.

Archbishop of
Canterbury Rowan
Williams answers a
question at the press
conference� In addition
to his visit with the
House of Bishops�
the archbishop toured
the Lower Ninth
Ward and witnessed
some of the
rebuilding efforts
of the Diocese of
Louisiana�

NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati West

The Memorial and Thanksgiving Committee at Ascension
& Holy Trinity, Wyoming, has purchased a new state-ofthe-art carillion. The carillion, manufactured by the Verdin
Bell Company, can handle up to 1,200 hymns, as well as
inputs from CDs or tapes. The unit also boasts a battery
back-up for the perpetual clock, so that it can continue to
function even in the event of a power failure.
The Adult Choir from Christ Church, Glendale, completed its first English Cathedral residency in Wells, England
in August. The choir sang Evensong for a full week at the
cathedral, and finished up the week by singing a full day of
Morning Prayer, Eucharist and Evensong. The choir also took
advantage of their time in England by spending several days
sightseeing in London and other sites around the country.

Columbus

Since one of the greatest challenges for the church is to
offer adult Christian formation classes at convenient times
for everyone, St. Andrew, Pickerington, has designated the
first Sunday of each month as a Teaching Sunday. The Rev.
Frank Edmands, priest-in-charge at St. Andrew’s, will take
time during the service to explain certain aspects of the worship and tradition of the Episcopal Church.
A new feature has been added to the website for St. Mark,
Upper Arlington: a news blog for sharing current news and
announcements with the St. Mark’s community. The blog
will compliment the regular bulletin announcements and
monthly newsletter already in place at St. Mark’s.
Time Out for Parents is a new program offered at St. John,
Columbus. Recognizing that raising children is the most
rewarding but also the most exhausting job in the world,
the program is offered to give parents time to be together to
relax, have a light snack and beverage and talk informally
about the trials and rewards of being a parent. Time Out for
Parents meets on the second and fourth Thursday of each
month from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Parents are welcome to bring
their young children. For more information about the program, contact St. John’s at 614.221.9328.

Dayton

The Fall Sale at St. Paul, Oakwood, will be held Oct. 26-27.
The annual sale has almost as much variety as e-bay, and lots
of great bargains are always to be found. Proceeds go toward
St. Paul’s many outreach activities and other non-profit groups
supported by members of St. Paul’s. The sale is open to the
public from 6 to 8 p.m. on Oct. 26 and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Oct.
27. For more information, call St. Paul’s at 937.293.1154.
Mark your calendar: the annual Waffle Shop at Christ
Church, Dayton, will be held Nov. 13-16. The Waffle Shop

Bob Beiring, Christ Church Cathedral, was an extra in the
Cincinnati Opera’s summer performance of Aida. Beiring played
a supernumery, the character who hands the golden scepter to the
queen and guards the Ethiopian captives.
George Best, St. George, Washington Twp., received his Eagle
Scout Award at a Court of Honor held at St. George’s in August.
Chelsea Koglmeier, St. Thomas, Terrace Park, has joined a
national service project program called City Year Youth Corps.
Koglmeier will be working with an intentionally diverse group of
17- to 24-year olds for a year of service focused on youth and the
inner city schools in Philadelphia.
Lindsay Thomas, St. Anne, West Chester, competed in the
Jump Rope Nationals in Orlando, FL. Thomas and her doubledutch team won a gold medal!
Lindsay Keeran, St. Patrick, Dublin, has been awarded a Dublin
Community Champion Award. The award is given by the Chamber
of Commerce to students, teachers and administrators in the Dublin
School community in recognition of individuals who go the extra
distance at school and in the greater community. Keeran received
the honor for the kindness she displays to people in Dublin.

is a huge fund raiser for Christ Church outreach projects.
Last year, around $8,000 was raised for outreach grants by
serving more than 1,600 lunches in four days. Crafts and
baked goods also are available for sale. So stop by Christ
Church and have a terrific lunch, do a little Christmas shopping and help the many fine ministries of Christ Church!
Waffle Shop is open from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information, call Christ Church at 937.223.2239.
The Foster Adoptive Network (FAN) meets at St.
Andrew, Dayton, each month. Meetings start with a potluck supper, followed by workshops or training for issues
facing foster and adoptive parents. If you are an adoptive
or foster parent and would like more information, call St.
Andrew’s at 937.278.7345.
St. George, Washington Township, is pleased to announce
the inaugural season of “Music @ St. George’s,” a musical
outreach to the Centerville-Kettering area. Their mission is
to bring the highest quality of music to the community at an
affordable cost. Some concerts will be offered for a freewill
offering, others will require tickets. Upcoming events include
a Dec. 9 concert by the choir of St. George, who will be joined
by Musici Anonymi, A Consort, an ensemble of recorders and
other early instruments. A freewill offering will be taken at this
event, which will begin at 4 p.m. and feature a selection of
anthems, instrumental music, carols of the season and readings.
For more information, call St. George’s at 937.434.1781.

Hocking Valley

Good Shepherd, Athens, held a bread-baking party
to begin a ministry of baking bread to be used at the
Eucharist. Parishioners gathered in the parish kitchen to
bake and pray and to learn the simple recipe for bread to
be used in Good Shepherd’s worship. If you are interested in the bread recipe they are using, contact the parish
office at 740.593.6877.

Miami River

Area visitors to St. Francis, Springboro, receive a pleasant and delicious surprise during the week following their
visit. A lay member of the St. Francis Brownie Brigade
visits their home with a gift of a dozen brownies, a card
thanking them for sharing in worship at St. Francis and an
invitation to join them again.

Northeast

Brianna Voight is serving in the East Central Ohio Area
Ministry as the ECO communications intern. This win-win
situation for both parties will aid in expanding the communications of the cluster ministry, plus help Vought with an
internship credit for her studies at the E.W. Scripps School
of Journalism at Ohio University. During her two-month

internship, Voight will write and edit for the cluster newsletter, as well as work to enhance the publication with more
graphic design and additional content. She also will develop
a cluster-wide e-mail newsletter and help to develop ideas to
make the cluster congregations more visible in their respective communities.

Northwest

The seventh annual Hog Roast was held at St. Paul,
Greenville, in September. The mouth-watering menu
included a pulled-pork sandwich, cole slaw, baked beans,
chips, applesauce and Texas sheet cake. All the food and
paper goods are donated, so that the ticket sales for the dinner are total profit. All the money raised is used for projects
in the Church and outreach.
The senior high youth group at Christ Church, Springfield,
is offering an alternative Christmas market for those who just
don’t know what to buy for a family member or friend.
Instead of another pair of slippers or a tie, give a unique gift
that gives a hand to someone in need! Gifts such as mosquito
nets for those in countries where malaria runs rampant or a
flock of chickens to a family in a developing country support
the Millennium Development Goals. If you are interested in
more information about the Alternative Christmas Market,
call Christ Church at 937.323.8651.

Ohio River

The Calvary, Clifton, annual mission trip to Honduras
took place in September. Members from Calvary partner
with members from Grace Church in Brooklyn, NY to
serve at the Episcopal Children’s Home in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras. This year, Calvary parishioners Dave Berger, Tate
Greenwald and Ann Greenwald joined Calvary rector Jason
Leo and Bob McGonagle, a parishioner from Redeemer,
Hyde Park, to make the parish’s sixth trip to the school.
Christ Church Cathedral is pleased to introduce a new a
capella choir, Faburden, which will sing at evensong this fall
on the second, third and fourth Sundays of each month at 7
p.m. The services will emphasize a quiet, meditative atmosphere and feature unaccompanied voices singing contemplative music from plainsong to Hildegard to harmonized chant
to modern music, such as Pärt. The name Faburden comes
from the 14th century practice of harmonizing plainchant.
The voices of Faburden’s 12 members will occasionally be
augmented by singers from the parish choir.
Tai Chi classes are being offered at Church of the
Redeemer, Hyde Park, on Monday mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Tai Chi is a form of movement and meditation with potential
for improving physical well-being and helping with spiritual
centering. Cost is $10 per class, and child care is available.
For more information, call Redeemer at 513.321.6700.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the
congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese? Send news to julie_murray@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Julie Murray, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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The Anglican Communion Office and the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity’s Information Service released the definitive text of the report of the International Anglican Roman Catholic
Commission for Unity and Mission (IARCCUM). The report, entitled
Growing Together in the Unity and Mission, offers to the Anglican
Communion and to the Roman Catholic Church a concise summary of 40
years of Anglican-Roman Catholic theological dialogue. It sets out both
areas of convergence and agreement, as well as outstanding areas of difficulty and continuing dialogue. It then proceeds to explore how Anglicans
and Roman Catholics can work ecumenically toward a shared vision of
Christian unity and in service of the Gospel in practical and straightforward initiatives.
Accompanying the publication of the text are two commentaries. The
Anglican Communion Office is publishing a commentary by Bishop Paul
Richardson, Assistant Bishop in the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle, and the

PCPCU’s Information Service, a commentary by Bishop Bernard Longley,
Auxiliary Bishop in the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Westminster.
These commentaries aim to offer a first appraisal of the report from the
perspectives of each of the traditions.
The report “Growing Together in Unity and Mission” has been written
with the ecumenical ministry of Anglican and Roman Catholic bishops
around the world in mind. It will form a central text for consideration at
next year’s Lambeth Conference. The electronic release of the text follows its publication in printed format by SPCK for Anglican audiences at
the time of the Primates Meeting in Dar es Salaam in February this year,
but at this stage the report is commended for study by both the Anglican
Consultative Council and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity.
The Publication and accompanying commentaries are available here:
http://www.aco.org/ecumenical/dialogues/rc/index.cfm

Lambeth Marketplace: Bookings now open for 2008
One element of the Lambeth Conference that always generates a lot of
interest is the Marketplace.
The Marketplace provides a showcase for things going on around the
Anglican Communion, a space for delegates to relax, meet friends and shop
and will now give day visitors a flavor of the Anglican Communion.
In 2008, the Marketplace will be installed in a large sports hall on the
University of Kent campus and in an adjoining marquee. It will be open all
day from July 21 to Aug. 2. For the first time ever in 2008, this popular exhibition will be open to members of the public, as well as conference delegates.
Stalls are likely to include the Lambeth Conference Shop, stocking
many branded Conference items. Other exhibitors will include organiza-

tions, church agencies, charities and commercial firms that provide goods,
services and other resources to the church, from vestments to Bibles, and
incense to candles.
Bookings are being taken now for stands in the Marketplace.
Marketplace stallholders and others can also apply now to book rooms
and facilities for evening fringe events during the Conference.
The Lambeth Conference Secretariat reserves the right to refuse the
right to exhibit should an organization be deemed to be not in keeping of
the spirit of the conference.
For further information please contact:lambeth_marketplace@affinity
events.co.uk.

SCHOLAR’S CORNER

In the World Religions section of a “Christian bookstore,” I read in a book
about Islam that said one of the reasons that Muslims worship a different
God than Christians is that the God of Islam does not love all people, but
only the righteous, whereas in Christianity God loves all people. Was that
book right about the God of Islam?
In the June 2005 column, I addressed the
issue of whether the differences between
Christian and Muslim conceptions of God
mean that the two groups worship different Gods. I said that if we Christians will
allow that Jews worship the same God we
do, despite their rejecting trinitarianism,
incarnation, atonement and resurrection,
should we not extend the same respect
to Muslims? After all, Muslims reject the
same Christian doctrines as Jews, and
they have the same basic conception of
God (the all-powerful, all-knowing, allgood, merciful and loving creator) that
Jews and Christians do.
I don’t know where the writer of that
book got the idea that Muslims believe
God does not love every human being.
Maybe from the common misconception
in the West that Muslims believe in a strict
and harsh God who delights in punishing
people and commands his worshipers to
kill all sinners and all non-Muslims.
To counter the book’s assertion, I
would like to quote from the writings of

the scholar and mystic al-Ghazali (10581111), whose magnum opus, The Revival
of the Religious Sciences, is the great,
comprehensive medieval synthesis of
Islamic thought, equivalent to Thomas
Aquinas’ Summa Theologica.
In his book on the 99 “beautiful names”
of God, al-Ghazali explains the meanings
of the 99 names or attributes of God.
The two most prominent names of God,
after “Allah” (which means “God”) itself,
are “the merciful” and “the compassionate.” Before meals and generally before
any enterprise, Muslims will say “In the
Name of God, the merciful, the compassionate,” much as many Christians will
say “In the Name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” and cross
themselves. God’s essential merciful and
compassionate nature is thus impressed
daily on every Muslim.
Concerning the names “the merciful”
and “the compassionate,” al-Ghazali
writes: “The mercy of God is both perfect
and inclusive: perfect inasmuch as it wants

to fulfill the needs
of those in need
and does meet
them; and inclusive inasmuch
as it embraces
both deserving
and undeserving,
encompassing
this world and the
next, and includes
bare necessities
and needs, and
special gifts over
and above them. So He is utterly and truly
merciful.”
It doesn’t sound like al-Ghazali thinks
God’s mercy is limited to the righteous.
And on the Divine Name “Al-Wadud”
(the loving-kind) al-Ghazali writes:
“‘Al-Wadud’the loving-kind is one who
wishes all creatures well and accordingly favors them and praises them. Its
meaning is close to ‘the merciful’....One
is loving-kind who desires for God’s
creatures whatever he desires for himself;
and whoever prefers them to himself is
even higher than that....The perfection of
that virtue occurs when not even anger,
hatred, and the harm he might receive can
keep him from altruism and goodness. As
the messenger of God [Muhammad] said
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when his tooth was broken and his face
was struck and bloodied: ‘Lord, guide my
people, for they do not know.’ Not even
their actions prevented him from intending their good. Or as [Muhammad said to
Ali]: ‘If you want to take precedence over
those who are close to God, then be reconciled with those who broke with you,
give to the ones who excluded you, and
forgive the ones who wronged you.’”
Do I hear echoes of Christ’s emphasis
on forgiveness, as well as the Golden
Rule?
Is it not clear that while there are angry
Muslims and narrow-minded Muslims,
there are also Muslims like al-Ghazali
whose religion is gentle and humane?
Truly those in the Christian and Muslim
communities who emphasize love and
forgiveness have more in common (in
spirit, if not in doctrine) than either of
them do with the strident militants in their
own community.

The Rev. William Gartig is priest-in-charge
at St. Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati.
Questions about the Bible or other
religious subjects may be sent to 2146
Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CALENDAR
October
25 - Affirmative Aging Luncheon at Procter
Camp & Conference Center at 11 a.m.
25-26 - Commission on Ministry meeting at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the
Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff at 800.582.1712.
27 – Episcopal Church Women conference at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the
Rev. Dcn. Irene Radcliff at imradcliff@yahoo.
com.
27 - Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse
Prevention Training will be offered at All
Saints, 6301 Parkman Place in Pleasant Ridge
(Cincinnati) from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Child care will
be available. Pre-registration and pre-payment
are required. Register with Geri McDaniel at the
diocesan office at 513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712.
To register or pay online, look under
Administration, Misconduct prevention. Contact:
Deacons Fred or Diana Shirley at 614.882.9038.
28 - Pre-convention hearings, Trinity,
McArthur; St. Paul’s, Chillicothe. 3 p.m.
29 – Pre-convention hearing, St. Barnabas,
Montgomery. 7 p.m.
30 – Pre-convention hearings, Christ Church,
Glendale; St. John, Worthington. 7 p.m.

November
1 - Pre-convention hearings, St. Mark, Dayton;
St. James, Piqua. 7 p.m.
2-4 - Deacons’ School at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at the
Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424
3 - Pre-convention hearing, St. James,
Zanesville. 10 a.m.
5 - Pre-convention hearing, St. Patrick,
Lebanon. 7 p.m.
9-10 - 133rd Annual Diocesan Convention,
Dayton Convention Center.
22-23 - Diocesan Offices closed for
Thanksgiving
30-Dec. 1 - Diocesan Council overnight at
Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact:
Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141

December
7-9 - Deacons’ School, at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at the
Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424
24-25 - Diocesan offices closed for Christmas
31 - Diocesan offices closed for New Year’s
Eve

STAFF CHANGES

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal announces several staff changes.
Chris Stires is the interim chief financial officer of the diocese. Stires began in
August and will continue in this role through 2008.
He is a proud graduate of St. Xavier High School in Cincinnati. He received
his bachelor’s degree from the University of Cincinnati and his MBA from
Xavier University. He also is a certified public accountant in Ohio. He is a
member of several professional groups, including the Cincinnati area Chapter of
CPA’s and Northeast Cincinnati area Chamber of Commerce. His previous work Chris Stires
experiences include Price Waterhouse, Bethesda Hospital, Hamilton County Community Mental
Health Board and Talbert House.
Stires runs a tax and accounting services business as well as serving as Interim CFO for the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. Other recent clients include Keep Cincinnati Beautiful, Jobs for
Cincinnati Graduates, Cincinnati Area Senior Services, Boys & Girls Club and the Cincinnati
Human Relations Commission. He has a 16-year-old daughter, dog, cat and chinchilla.
Contact Stires at chris_stires@episcopal-dso.org or 800.582.1712.
Also in the finance office, please welcome Patricia Perkins as the interim accounting assistant
and Heather Windle as the interim secretary to the finance officer.
In addition, Bishop Breidenthal announces the hiring of an executive assistant to the bishop,
Yvonne Allen-Smith. She begins in November. See more details in the December issue of
Interchange. Julie Murray, who has been serving as interim executive assistant, will move to the
communications department full-time and work closely with Richelle Thompson, the director of
communications. Murray will continue to work out of the Cincinnati office.

VISITATIONS

October
28
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price

St. Patrick, Dublin
Trinity, McArthur

November
4
Bishop Breidenthal All Saints, Portsmouth
Bishop Price
St. James, Columbus
11
Diocesan Convention weekend
No visitations
18
Bishop Breidenthal Anglican Center in Rome
Bishop Price
Ascension, Middletown
25
Bishop Breidenthal St. Philip, Northside
Bishop Price
Christ Church, Xenia
December
2
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
9
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
16
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
23
24
30

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
New Year’s Eve
No visitations

30

St. Peter, Delaware
St. Mark, Dayton
St. Mary, Waynesville
St. Mary, Hillsboro
St. Anne, West Chester
St. Mary Magdalene,
Maineville
St. Barnabas, Montgomery
St. John, Lancaster
Christ Church Cathedral
St. John, Worthington

CLERGY/
CONGREGATIONS
The Rev. Rebecca Dinovo,
assistant rector of St. John’s,
Worthington, has been called
as rector of St. Alban’s, El
Cahon, Calif., in the Diocese
of San Diego. She will begin
at her new call on Dec. 16.
The Rev. Kiah Webster
and the Rev. Dcn. Philip
Webster have been called
as assistants to St. George’s,
Dayton, and will be assuming the cure of St. Mary’s,
Waynesville. Kiah has served
as the priest-in-charge of St.
Paul’s, Chillicothe. Philip was
ordained a transitional deacon
in June. Both appointments
begin Nov. 1.
The Rev. Pat Merchant
celebrated her last Sunday as
rector of Indian Hill Episcopal
Presbyterian Church on Sept.
23. She begins as the interim
rector of Ascension & Holy
Trinity, Wyoming, at the end
of October.

NEWS

Neigh-borly

Church dedicates
blessing of the animals labyrinth, celebrates 50 years

Photo by Dianne Lytle

Left, the Rev. Darby Oliver Everhard blesses the pony
Ruby for the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. The Blessing
of the Creatures, conducted by St. Thomas Episcopal
Church, was Oct. 4, at the Terrace Park Village Green.
Below, Angie Martin has her cat blessed by the Rev.
Tom Van Brunt at the Church of the Good Samaritan,
Clermont County.

BY THE REV. RUTH PAULUS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

September 15: what a marvelous day it was! For the congregation of
St. Christopher’s, Fairborn, there was a grand celebration for a whole
lot of reasons. For a church whose inception was the result of a divine
secretarial error (or not so much error perhaps!) and for a church that
has survived a plethora of angst, St. Christopher’s celebrated its 50th
anniversary with a visit from Bishop Thomas Breidenthal, the installation of its fifth rector, the Rev. Ruth B. Paulus and the dedication of the
community’s new labyrinth.
The labyrinth at St. Christopher’s is set in a quiet, nature-embraced
part of our campus. Patterned after the labyrinth at Chartres, this unicursural (one way in and one way out) journey with the Divine affords
an earthy place for those who wish to indulge their senses in a tactile,
holistic prayer venture. Benches for sitting and meditating await those
who desire to walk and pray as well as prayer aids and information about
the labyrinth are available. Everyone is welcome, any time, all the time,
as individuals or groups.
This happens to be one of the most beautiful aspects of the creation of
our labyrinth. The labyrinth at St. Christopher’s was an ecumenical endeavor, assistance coming from two local Roman Catholic parishioners who, in
conjunction with the labyrinth committee of St. Christopher’s, had a love
for and embraced the spiritual value of having such a prayer tool available
to all. Their communal efforts have provided for many an ecumenical pathway for spiritual growth to any and all who wish to partake.
It is the fervent prayer of the community of St. Christopher’s that you
come and visit us any time. You are always welcome. Come take a walk
with the divine lover of your soul in the beauty of creation and experience
the Spirit at work in your lives! Shalom!

Printed as required by the U.S. Postal Service
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Our Saviour
teams up to meet
MDG goals
BY RUSTY LOCKETT
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Less than a month before the
Cincinnati-area AIDS Walk, parishioners from the Church of Our Saviour,
Mount Auburn, banded together to do
their part in meeting the Millennium
Development Goals. Initially the goal
was to raise $500 to help eradicate
AIDS. We e-mailed, called, knocked
on doors – whatever we could to meet
our goal. We couldn’t have hoped for
more, not only did we meet the $500
goal but ultimately raised more than
$1,800.
The five Our Saviour walkers were
greeted with Starbucks coffee at the
event, which was held at Sawyer
Point in Cincinnati. After warming
up, the walking began, starting down
Mehring Way, then looping around the
Paul Brown Stadium and across the
“Singing” Bridge (suspension). After
a scenic stroll in historic Covington,
Ky., the group walked back across
the river on the Purple People Bridge
into Bicentennial Commons to the
final resting stop. We were greeted
by Dixie chili, Galarie chocolate, and
Coca-Cola products.
We were happy to run into
a team from our sister parish, St.
Andrew’s, Evanston, and chatted over lunch about an Episcopal
Church mega-team next year.
We carried a Dominican Republic
flag all the way – a reminder of
“Proyecto Skahan” – our effort to
help Drs. Michael and Anita Dohn
who are training and supporting
HIV/AIDS community health promoters in San Pedro de Macoris.
We walked in honor of Dr. Ken
Skahan. A parishioner of Our Saviour,
Skahan dedicated his life to researching HIV and AIDS. He also was very
dedicated to the world’s ecology and
our effects on it.
Proceeds of the AIDS Walk go to
Stop AIDS. Stop AIDS is a social
service organization that is dedicated
to helping those who battle the disease. Stop AIDS is formally known
as AIDS Volunteers of Cincinnati
(AVOC), which had its first office in
the undercroft of Our Saviour.
Team Our Saviour received two
awards: Most funds raised by a community organization and most funds
per team person by a community
organization.
Donations are still being accepted.
You may mail a check made payable
to “Stop AIDS” to: AIDS Walk 2007;
Church of our Saviour; 65 E Hollister
St; Cincinnati, OH 45219.

Episcopal testimony succeeds:
Working poor will benefit
BY ARIEL MILLER

INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
This spring, a letter from Bishop Kenneth Price and testimony
by four other Episcopalians helped persuade the state legislature
to allocate more than $770,000 to reduce the barriers that prevent
thousands of eligible Ohioans from accessing public benefits that
can lift them out of poverty. Adding federal funds, the state has now
committed more than $3.5 million to vastly simplify the application
process for food stamps, Medicaid and child care vouchers.
The money will be used to allow for electronic submission of
food stamps, Medicaid and child care vouchers for the first time
in Ohio. In addition to electronic submission, these funds will
be used to assist, organize and equip grassroots programs like
church soup kitchens to help low- and moderate-income Ohioans
through the complex application process of these benefits by
using free web-based software, The Ohio Benefit Bank.
Episcopal Community Services Foundation was the first
non-profit in Ohio to introduce the Benefit Bank, and Episcopal
volunteers are already using the software in community-based
programs in several cities and towns. In August, for example,
Tom Bell of Christ Church, Glendale and another Benefit Bank
volunteer helped five families who needed emergency assistance
to complete food stamp applications in August. All five were
approved by early September, with a total annual value to those
families of more than $19,000.
The state has contracted with the Ohio Association of Second
Harvest Foodbanks to work with the Benefit Bank software
developer, Solutions for Progress, to build an electronic “bridge”
between the Benefit Bank and the state’s eligibility determination system called CRIS-E.
This change will vastly simplify the application process for
both applicants and county caseworkers and should greatly
increase the number of eligible people getting the help they need.
Advocates for the working poor herald this breakthrough. They

have been imploring the state for years to do the programming
necessary to allow electronic submission.
At this point, turning in an application is only the first step in what
can become a lengthy ordeal. Caseworkers review the application,
and send letters requesting many additional documents to prove
living expenses, wages, identity and citizenship. Applicants often
make several time-consuming trips to the county office to turn in
these documents one by one, or give up because of the embarrassment of having to get employers to sign forms verifying current or
terminated jobs. Many people can’t afford to take the time off from
work to get all the forms filled out by landlords or bosses.
Documents dropped off or faxed to overworked county offices
can be lost or mislaid, an important factor in people being denied
benefits if they can’t prove they have submitted the required
information within the legal time limits. Caseworkers in many
counties still enter all of these bits of information manually into
the state database with its myriad screens, contributing to a backlog of unfinished applications, terrible frustration and high staff
turnover and vacancy rates.
Almost $1.2 million of the state’s new budget for public benefits outreach will go to the Ohio Association of Second Harvest
Foodbanks, the umbrella organization for more than 3,300
community-based food programs including pantries in many
Episcopal churches. This money will fund staff to train and help
community programs to carry out successful public benefits outreach as well as free tax assistance which will enable many more
people to receive tax credits which can add thousands of dollars
in new money to the budgets of working families.
The training and support will include equipping sites with the
verification forms and tips, as well as putting in place a team of
enrollment brokers who will help applicants and volunteers to
get applications ship-shape and fully supported so that caseworkers can make an eligibility determination right away. Over the
next two years, the project budget will also provide scanners and
other grants to Benefit Bank sites.

Columbus deanery comes together, helps out
The Columbus Deanery came together in August to
help one of its member churches with its maintenance
work.
The idea was borne in April, when St. Edward’s,
Whitehall, hosted the Columbus Deanery clericus
gathering. Those who attended participated in a chapel
service for the preschool children.
During the meeting and lunch, St. Edward’s vicar,
the Rev. Carolyn Keck, shared the frustration of so
much maintenance work needed around the church and
so little resources.
Spearheaded by the Rev. Philip College, new rector
of St. John’s, Worthington, the idea of a deanery-wide
workday emerged.
On Aug. 25, 30 people showed up. The crew was a
combination of men, women and young people from
St. Edward and other churches from the deanery. They
worked on curb appeal outside the church, weeding,
taking down a tree, repairing storm spouts and trimming trees.
On the inside, crews cleaned, scrubbed floors and
painted a wall.
Despite a few bee stings and at least one case of
poison oak, the support and work from the deanery was
much appreciated and a reminder of another means of
connection and relationship in the Diocese of Southern
Ohio.

Ellen German Berndt, senior warden of St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington, trims a

– The Rev. Carolyn Keck tree during the Columbus Deanery workday.
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Church dedicates new
affordable housing
BY HEIDI BRIGHT PARALES
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Lisa Tippitt found the stepping stone she needed to
earn a bachelor’s degree and for her family to purchase
their first home. Tippet’s family is one of more than 200
under-housed families who have gained the financial
grounding they needed to purchase a home, all through a
single church’s pioneering initiative.
Foundational to their success is a $5 million affordablehousing endeavor begun 20 years ago when parishioners
of St. Thomas, Terrace Park, desired to express their faith
as a “church of compassion.” They created Thomaston
Woods in Amelia, which houses more than 100 families
in affordable town homes.
The church’s enterprise has proven so successful that
Bishop Tom Breidenthal blessed and dedicated the church’s
second major affordable-housing initiative on Oct. 14.
Thomaston Meadows, St. Thomas’ new, $1.5 million housing initiative adjacent to Thomaston Woods, offers 13 affordable apartments for seniors. It is located at 1460 Thomaston
Drive, off Amelia-Olive Branch Rd. in Amelia.
“Our parishioners harnessed their Christian commitment
to their professional expertise and reached out in a dynamic
way,” said the Rev. Thomas Wray, rector at St. Thomas.
The effort “gave so many talented people the opportunity to put their professional skills to work for the Lord.
This, coupled with the movement of the Holy Spirit, gave
the endeavor its success,” said Carol Peterson, who was
junior warden when the program began.
Karen Long, a member of St. Thomas and a social
worker, had reported seeing families living in trailers
that leaked like strainers and were heated with kerosene
that spewed toxic air for children to inhale. In 1987, she
said, “I could name 20 families living like that just near
Batavia.”
Parishioner Jud Gale, who has participated in the
parish’s project since its inception, had been an investor
in housing for low-income families for five years.
“Families were living crowded in with relatives, in
very sub-standard buildings, and in homes they could
not afford,” Gale said. “Death, divorce, unemployment
and illness had drained their resources. These families
desperately needed a home base from which they could
regroup, develop self-esteem and become contributing
members of society. The federal government realized
this, states and municipalities realized this, and funding
and guidance became available.”
Through a 10-month visioning and research process,
the parish vestry approved a plan to create 100 affordable town homes. Rent would amount to no more than 30
percent of the residents’ income.
More than half of the 300 families at St. Thomas
became directly involved in the project, said Gale. “They
all felt that God and a powerful team of fellow workers
were on their side.”
It took 23 months to figure out how to turn the dream
into a reality.
They hired a housing consultant to guide them through
the government requirements for using the low-income
tax credit project. They also hired a marketing consultant
to verify the need for housing.
Chris Smith, a member of St. Thomas, recalled feeling
elated at this point because they were finally on track to
do something. “All this was done with no money, just
faith promises of payment for services if the project got
funded and moved forward.”

Above: Members of the St. Thomas Housing Corporation Board of Directors. Inset: Two-and three-bedroom town homes
provide housing for low-income working families. St. Thomas parishioners had 100 built about 20 years ago. Since then,
about 30 percent of those who have moved out have purchased their own homes.
They selected a site, obtained an option to purchase the
property, and moved ahead with their plans.
Three architects, also parishioners, prepared preliminary designs, and another architect agreed to complete
the drawings “only on a faith promise to be paid if the
project moved to be funded,” said Smith. “Now all we
needed was money.”
Peterson said the vestry was called upon to place their
faith and commitment on the line. “There were more
than a sufficient number of people willing to (personally)
guarantee parts of the financing,” she said. “There was
no hesitation on ours or others’ parts. This was a move of
faith and we had no doubts.”
They waited three months to receive tax credits that
could be sold to raise the construction funds. “What a
novel concept!” recalled Peterson, a Federal Home Loan
Bank officer at the time. “Purchase equity, up front!”
After dozens of presentations to many groups, the committee finally sold the tax credits to Western Southern,
Provident Bank (now National City), Bank One (now
Chase) and Central Trust (now PNC).
“This was the major part of our funding, and we were
now sure to be able to see the project through,” Smith
said.
Gale added, “For a small church, doing something it
had never done before, getting four sophisticated corporations to buy into a complex financial package was a
miracle. Our sales team was naturally ecstatic.”
Along with other loans, the project became financially
viable. The pile of legal documents at the closing was 14
inches high, recalled Smith.
Parishioner Helen Barnett, the housing committee’s
secretary at the time, wrote in her journal, “What a fantastic mass of financing and legalizing Jud and Chris have
wound through. Anything that has survived such a quantity of blockades has surely earned eventual success.”
The rector of St. Thomas at the time, the Rev. Robert
Gerhard, said the lay leaders in the church formed the
first group in Ohio to use the then-new federal legislation
to create affordable housing. “I was very proud of them,”
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he said. “It was a remarkable group of people.”
Groundbreaking took place in December 1988. St.
Thomas Housing Corp. was formed in 1989, and the first
occupants moved in during January 1990. “I remember
how excited we were to see something fruitful from all our
efforts,” said Smith. “It brought tears of joy to my eyes.”
Smith said he feels the Lord brought them together
to bring affordable housing to those who need a helping
hand. “I feel He guided us along the way, through the
many steps of the planning, funding and construction
process.”
The project had a life of its own, recalled Gale. “It was
a thrilling experience, primarily because we believed it
was called for and because so many people came to have
the same vision and made it happen,” he said.
Success stories among residents are both fun and gratifying for volunteers like parishioner Linda Smith. The
board, she added, has “consistently practiced the Christian
stewardship that has enabled Thomaston Woods to grow
and reflect God’s love through St. Thomas’ outreach.”
Part of that stewardship includes ongoing programs
for residents, such as the homework room provided by
Thomaston Woods and staffed by volunteers, said St.
Thomas parishioner Betsy Holloway. “It offers a warm,
friendly place to do homework and talk to friends,” she
said. “We provided a closeness and friendship that so many
of them desperately needed—and we benefited, too.”
Thomaston Woods offers numerous other programs for
children, such as Head Start, a GED program, Bible study
and a summer program. For parents, they offer classes on
nutrition, budgeting and parenting. Social service assistance and referrals to community agencies are available
when needed, said Tina Lytle, current director of resident
services at Thomaston Woods.
Affordable housing is a key agent in lifting lives,
explained Gale. “It is now easy to see that we were able
to help hundreds of families with children improve their
lives over a long period of time,” he said. “We are helping those parents that have determined to better their lives
and the lives of their children.”

NEWS

Church’s ministry continues, despite vandalism
BY THE REV. BILL GARTIG
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Vandals may have broken into St. Michael’s & All
Angels, Avondale, but they couldn’t take away its
renewed enthusiasm and commitment to the community.
On a Sunday afternoon in August 12 – ironically the
same day the “Peace Bowl” football game against street
violence was interrupted by the shooting death of 19year-old Earnest Crear – someone broke out a pane of
glass in a kitchen window, climbed in through the hole
and trashed the kitchen and parish hall.
We figure it was young boys because an adult could
not have squeezed in through the opening for the windowpane, and they didn’t steal anything. They just made
the biggest mess they could. They broke three windows
and spray painted obscenities on the cast-iron stove and
elsewhere. They strewed cooking equipment and food
from the refrigerator and freezer on the kitchen floor and
outdoors behind the kitchen. They also flung tracts and
brochures all over the parish hall floor.
It could have been much worse though. They
didn’t get into the church proper to damage the organ
or piano or stained glass windows. That’s a relief!
The vandals made a big mess, but they didn’t stop St.
Michael’s ministry in the neighborhood. Yes, it is true
that Audrey Scott, who for the last 17 years has been
actively involved in outreach to the Avondale neighborhood, including providing free lunches to all comers
twice a week, was very angry that people trashed “her”
kitchen, but the congregation as a whole has taken the
vandalism in stride.
One reason is that before the vandalism there was

already in place a sense of excitement and optimism
about St. Michael’s and its ministry in the neighborhood,
a good morale that the vandalism did not shake.
The day before the break-in, St. Michael’s had a significant part in a very successful Health Fair next door at
Hirsch Recreation Center. The Health Fair was a happy
occasion with free food and drink, a performance stage
that was never quiet, and one of those inflated, portable
rooms that kids enter and bounce up and down in to their
hearts’ content.
There were many educational booths out behind the
Hirsch Recreation Center, and inside there was free
health screening, including blood pressure, cholesterol,
diabetes and HIV.
Working with the Avondale Coalition of Churches,
St. Michael’s provided folding chairs and tables for
the various booths at the fair and also provided its
parking lot and horseshoe drive for the cars of people who operated booths and did health screenings.
It was a delight to be a part of the community event,
and it felt good to be a church involved in the life of the
Avondale neighborhood.
But, as the murder of Earnest Crear the next day (and
our own much less serious experience with vandalism)
reminded us that many of our inner-city neighborhoods
are rife with aimlessness, hopelessness and violence.
That is why St. Michael’s is determined to continue
reaching out to the community, even though many other
mainline churches have left.

The Rev. Bill Gartig is priest-in-charge of
St. Michael’s & All Angels. Contact him at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

Vandals scattered tracts and brochures throughout the parish hall and spray painted obscenities in the kitchen.

Lay theologian: The communion of saints
Shelley sat in the pew in front of me at church when
she could come. She had a firm jaw and red hair.
In her 50s, Shelley stood about 5’1” and may have
weighed 100 pounds on a good day. By the time I knew
her, she had few good days. She was living with pancreatic cancer.
You wouldn’t have known. I had the impression she
was the spiritual strength of her family. She was composed, prim even. If she was going to die, she was not
going to be defeated.
At one low point in her struggle, she managed to get
herself to a shower given for someone going through
divorce. A group of women gathered to console the
divorcee, to try and bring joy out of sadness. Shelley was
there, not giving in, concerned about another.
She passed within the week.
Shelley had been so close, there in the pew in front of
me. She is part of a group of women I have known who
have dealt with cancer. Some survive. Some don’t. Each
teaches me something.
Where do they get the strength? How do they continue to care for others and not give into despair?
They seem to have something, some source.
The Collect for All Saints’ Day (November 1) begins:
“Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in
one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of
your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace to follow your
blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living….”
This fellowship is “the communion of saints” we
affirm in the Apostles’ Creed, recited as part of the Daily
Offices of morning and evening prayer. The communion

of saints encompasses not only
the exemplars of the faith, and
all the faithful departed, but
also those of us still living
who endeavor to follow their
examples.
Shelley, and also Julie,
Marianne, Emily, Russelle,
Louise, and others who have
passed, and others still living
– they are together part of “so
great a cloud of witnesses”
(Hebrews 12:1) knit together
in one communion and fellowship. We are part of it too.
When Pope Gregory IV designated November 1 “All
Saints’ Day” early in the 9th Century, following an
observance occurring in Ireland, some believed he was
attempting to co-opt an annual pagan festival. The Celtic
new year began on November 1, when the harvest was
all in, at the transition from the end of summer to the
beginning of winter.
At sunset on Oct. 31, the boundary between the worlds
of the dead and the living was thought especially thin,
and there was crossing over. Ghosts of the dead returned
to make mischief and damage remaining crops. The
Celts made great bonfires, dressed in animal hides and
masks, offered sacrifices and told fortunes.
As children, my brother and I dressed as ghosts or
whatever we could put together. A great cache of candy
was there for the taking. As Jerry Seinfeld put it, “You
mean everyone we know is just giving away candy?!”
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Joe and I, and a generation later my sons, Slocomb
and Caldwell, returned home with the loot. We had long
bartering sessions, trading Oh Henrys for Bits-O-Honey,
and Milky Ways for Tootsie Rolls.
I guess if Gregory IV was indeed trying to co-opt the
Celtic festival, it didn’t completely work. The Vigil of the
Feast of All Saints, or All Hallows Even, or Hallowe’en,
is still essentially a pagan festival.
Somehow, though, the saints cross over and are with
us – but not only at Halloween. Do I believe in a literal gathering of souls – the exemplars of the faith, the
other faithful departed, those of us trying to follow their
examples – a gathering into some force field that literally
shields us from unclean spirits and diseases? No.
But there is something to the communion of saints,
and not just something out there waiting for the Last
Day. Something now. Something that could explain why
recalling Shelley and the several others, their strength,
their faith, actually does make a difference. Even if I
don’t understand it.
One of my favorite All Saints’ Day hymns begins, “For
all the saints, who from their labors rest…” (Hymnal
1982, #287). I keep coming back to the fourth verse:
O blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.
Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia!

Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor of philosophy at Wittenberg
University. His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.
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Enjoy God’s gifts, in season
BY DEB PARKER

INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
I love driving through the fields of corn and soybeans,
seeing the seasons unfold as the crops mature through
the predictable cycles. I feel thankful for the security that
these fields represent, with so many of God’s gifts growing around us.
One of the summer cross-county excursions my son
Wes and I recently took included a visit to Berlin, Ohio,
in the middle of Amish and Mennonite country. We
stopped at a museum store where I purchased a new
cookbook. I have to confess I have a passion for reading
cookbooks so my bookshelves are already pretty full.
What is different is that this particular book immediately impacted our lives because the book is making me
think more about our relationship with food and nature.
The Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) is behind
the cookbook, “Simply in Season.” This organization
promotes “the understanding of how the food choices
we make affect our lives and the lives of those who
produce the food. The MCC is a relief, community
development and peace organization . . .” The word
“choices” stands out.
“Simply in Season” invites us to be more deliberate
about our choices—our food buying habits. The authors
explain how locally grown fruits and vegetables are
fresher, more flavorful and have higher nutrition content

O Lord, what variety you have
created
Arranging everything so wisely;
The earth is completely full of
things you have made.
(Psalm 104:24)
because they are picked when they are fully ripe. I didn’t
know that! The practice of buying local foods is more
environmentally sound because this avoids the enormous
negative impacts of shipping produce over long distances. As a bonus, local farmers are not limited to a few
crop varieties bred to have long shelf life or travel well.
So as I went from table to table at the Delaware Farmers
Market, I noticed unexpected varieties of produce like
round zucchini and unusually colored cauliflower.
It really is simple to enjoy the gifts of the seasons,
too. Grocery stores often mark displays of local produce,
farm markets are numerous and little vegetable stands
sit along county roads. My local tomatoes are juicy and

flavorful. The beans are light, bright green and crisp.
I don’t “can” anymore, but my freezer contains some
produce that we’ll enjoy later. My family is better off
because of my growing awareness (pun intended), and
the local economy benefits. This morning, I decided
not to purchase fruit at the grocery when I noticed the
label showed it had traveled across the Pacific Ocean!
Maybe, in the middle of winter, I’ll buy some of those
pinkish tomatoes, but I suspect I’ll find the lack of flavor
will remind me of why I’ve decided to focus on buying
seasonal food.
If you wish to find recipes, farm market locations or
learn more about the health and environmental benefits
of eating in season, here are some useful Web sites: www.
ohioproud.org, www.simplyinseason.org, www.bread.
org, www.sustainabletable.org and www.slowfood.com.
Slow Food is defined as good, clean and fair food. In
other words, the food we eat should taste good, it should
be produced in a clean way that does not harm the environment, animal welfare or our health and food producers should receive fair compensation for their work. I
thank God I live in a place and time when I can make
deliciously conscious choices.

Deb Parker is a member of St. Patrick’s, Dublin. She
wrote this article as part of her series of stewardship articles for the church newsletter. Contact her at
flyingpigs@columbus.rr.com

Love Song: Upside down in the belfry
November comes, and I turn to my homemade, personal calendar of saints I have known. They are people
whose lives, touching mine for awhile, have left me
spiritually enriched. Many are now safely in heaven, but
some still live in this world. I’ve assigned each a day in
the month that begins with All Saints’ Day.
I put in my calendar only people I’ve known personally. If I included others, I probably would make a place
for Lyman Woodard.
Frederick Buechner, preacher and writer, was asked
to speak at the 200th anniversary of the Congregational
Church in Rupert, Vermont. Reading up on the church’s
history, he found that in 1831 the church was repaired
and some additions were made. One was a steeple with a
bell. When it was finished, Lyman Woodard stood on his
head in the belfry with his feet toward heaven.
There was nothing else known about the man. Buechner
wrote, “I love him for doing what he did. It was a crazy
thing to do. It was a risky thing to do. It ran counter to all
standards of New England practicality and prudence. It
stood the whole idea that you’re supposed to be nothing
but solemn in church on its head just like Lyman himself
standing upside down on his. And it was also a magical
and magnificent and Mozartian thing to do.”
I will leave Lyman there on his head in the belfry
for awhile and tell a bit about two saints who are in my
calendar.
Sometime between the ages of 18 and 22, I attended,
off and on, Park Methodist Church. That’s where I met
both of these saints. When I was a teenager, I got little
to nothing from Sunday school. Part of the problem
was Sunday school and part was me. I don’t know what
moved me to attend an adult class at the little church,
though I suspect I was led there by a girl. Anyway, the

leader was what I considered
at the time an elderly woman,
a sweet lady and a long-time
teacher. One Sunday, the lesson had to do with Jesus praying in Gethsemane before his
arrest and crucifixion. As the
teacher talked about his fear
and his resolve, nevertheless,
to do God’s will, I suddenly
realized that this was real to
her. This was like a family
remembrance passed down
the centuries from one generation to another all the way to
this Sunday morning at High Street and Clay Avenue.
I’ve forgotten her name, but I’ll never forget her. There
is a story that I think throws light on this experience. It’s
about a gathering in which a great actor and a venerable
pastor were present. Someone asked the actor to recite
the 23rd psalm, and he began, “The Lord is my shepherd…” and did it beautifully and everyone applauded.
Then as an afterthought, the pastor was asked to say the
psalm, and he did and when he was finished there was
no applause but silence and not a few moist eyes. It was,
someone said, that the actor knew the psalm; the old pastor knew the shepherd.
The other saint I remember from the church was the
pastor, William Fryman. Semi-heathen that I was, I still
liked and respected him. My first year at the university,
I was having trouble with a teacher, and he was having trouble with me. We seriously disliked each other.
I groused about the situation until someone suggested I
talk to Dr. Fryman. I decided to do it; maybe he could
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help.
What happened wasn’t what I expected. He listened to
me carefully, and he may have asked questions or made
comments; I don’t remember. What I do remember is
that at last he said, “Let’s pray about it,” and the next
thing I knew we were on our knees praying about it.
What a concept! Have a problem? Open a conversation with God. Before that semester was over, the teacher
and I were getting along well. Something changed; I
imagine it was me.
Back to Lyman Woodard. Buechner wrote, “If the
Lord is indeed our shepherd, then everything goes topsyturvy. Losing becomes finding and crying becomes
laughing. The last become first and the weak become
strong. Instead of being done in by death in the end as
we always supposed, death is done in finally by life in
the end…”
Meantime, there’s a lot to do here, Buechner wrote,
“bear each other’s burdens…pray for each other...weep
with each other…rejoice with each other” and “sometimes we must just learn to let each other alone. In short,
we must love each other…”
Buechner would like us never to forget Lyman
Woodard, “silhouetted up there against the blue Rupert
sky. Let us join him in the belfry with our feet toward
heaven like his because heaven is where we are heading.
That is our faith and what better image of faith could
there be? It is a little crazy. It is a little risky. It sets many
a level head wagging. And it is also our richest treasure
and the source of our deepest joy and highest hope…”

The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the Diocese of
Lexington and a former senior editor of Forward
Movement Publications.

NEWS

Residents get ‘Taste of the Caribbean’
BY LYNNETTE M. HEARD
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Hundreds of area residents found a “Taste of the
Caribbean” during St. Andrew’s, Evanston Fifth Annual
Caribbean Festival. The festival, which was free and open
to the public, was filled with the smells and sounds of traditional island festivals or carnivals found in Trinidad and
Tobago, or the Bahamas or even the Virgin Islands.
St. Andrew’s Caribbean Festival is the only one of
its kind in the region and featured live island music by
Firelyte Steel Band, performing calypso while people of
all ages tested their limbo skills. Caribbean delights such
as jerk chicken, jerk pork, curry chicken, West Indian
beef stew, dove pork, creole sausage, beef patties, blackeyed peas, red beans, pigeon peas and rice, confetti cabbage and a special West Indian iced tea were served to
the hungry and thirsty visitors.
A special children’s village drew scores of neighbors
who crunched on popcorn, bounced about in an inflated
castle, became walking art projects with their painted
faces and arms, and “fished” for dozens of fun prizes in
a pond. “The day was a true blessing for the community,”
said the Rev. Stocky Wulsin, rector of St. Andrew’s. “We
opened our hearts and love to the community to share a
cultural experience, and hundreds of people, especially
children, came to experience the fun.
Proceeds from the Caribbean Festival will benefit St.
Andrew’s outreach programs in the Evanston commu-

Kathy Jorgensen Finley enjoys
the limbo (left), while Chloe
Olivia Heard transforms (via
face paint) into a butterfly at
the Fifth Annual Caribbean
Festival at St. Andrew’s,
Evanston.

nity. St. Andrew’s is the site of a free food and clothing
pantry for area residents, and provides youth ministries
and monthly community meals. Founded in 1895, St.
Andrew’s is one of the oldest, inter-racial parishes in
Ohio. The parish is vibrant and thriving in its ministries

and outreach hosting a gospel choir, youth praise dancers, health ministries and an array of spiritual events to
reach its members and others in the community.
For more information about St. Andrew’s, visit www.
standrewscincinnati.org.

Joyful leap of faith:

St. James launches campaign to multiply ministry
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Crammed together in the parish hall on Sept. 9, the
members of St. James, Piqua listened, laughed, rejoiced
and took a deep collective breath.
That day, they officially launched a campaign to raise
$1 million to build Rachel’s Place, a new structure that
will house a GED program, career coaching, a choice
pantry serving 200 families a month, a new center to
coordinate citywide social services intake and referral and space for the parish’s rapidly-growing Sunday
School. An elevator will make it fully accessible.
St. James’ current building in the heart of downtown
was built in 1899 and it is bursting at the seams. The
totally volunteer-run Choice Pantry is now one of the
busiest in the county but operates out of a glorified
closet. Parishioners unload food bank deliveries without
a loading dock. Computers and tables used for GED
classes occupy the second-floor parish hall, with Sunday
School classes cooped up behind screens at one end of
the room.
Rather than try to retrofit the cramped 19th century
space, parishioners took a leap of faith and decided to
buy a lot adjacent to the church and demolish the building on it. They are now raising funds to build a new
two-story structure designed specifically for the vibrant
combination of social ministry and Christian formation
programs that are rapidly growing at St. James.
The parish committed to raising $250,000 – and within
two weeks, met that goal. They are reaching out to potential supporters, including businesses and foundations in
the wider community to raise the rest, with the goal of
completing a debt-free building that will significantly
increase the capacity of the town’s social service sector

St. James, Piqua, launched its capital campaign for Rachel’s Place by reenacting the joys and mission of St. James from
its 1828 founding to 1955. At left, the Del Santé Movement Ladies, who traveled from Cincinnati to edify the 1898
Annual Meeting. At right, Phyllis Shively appears in costume for the kick-off of Rachel’s Place, named for the wife of the
founding priest of St. James, Piqua. Please disregard the 20th century appliance to her right.
to help people emerge from poverty.
“Look around you, and you can see how crowded we
are,” senior warden Cindy Pearson told parishioners at
the kick-off luncheon. “We are growing! Throughout the
history of this church, there have always been people
with the courage to say we need to do more for ourselves
and for the community. This is a project that shouldn’t be
undertaken out of duty but out of love.”
Love and laughter filled the parish hall as parishioners
took on the roles of wardens, treasurers and Sunday
School directors to read reports of annual meetings from
1828 to 1953. In between roof repairs and deficits (in
1864, the treasurer reported $1.38 in the bank and $115 in
obligations), parishioners kept steadfastly sewing shirts
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for missionaries, providing scholarships for Chinese
students and operating an Industrial School where poor
women readied themselves for employment by stitching
elastic into bloomers.
The new space will enable St. James to provide both
material and spiritual sustenance to Piqua in the plucky
way that townsfolk have come to relish. Talk to people
in church on Sunday, and you will find a mix of families
who have belonged for a century, plus English immigrants, people who started “attending” services by watching cable broadcasts, and others who stopped to buy St.
James’ fudge sauce at the county fair and discovered a
new church home that combined sacraments with respect
for lay ministry.

