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KATRINA:
CHAPLAIN
WITNESSES
HORROR,
HOPE

BY JULIE MURRAY
INTERCHANGE WRITER
Charitable organizations are always looking
for a way to raise money and awareness for their
cause. There are walks for cancer, diabetes,
heart disease, AIDS. Hundreds of people participate, walking long and short distances, through
all kinds of weather, just to promote their particular cause. But why walk?
“It increases awareness,” says Jenni Roer,
parishioner at St. Paul, Dayton. “It lets you do
something active and raise money at the same
time. It’s fun, and it’s healthy!”
Throughout our diocese, people are walking
for different causes – and for different reasons.
Here’s a look at some of the events:

Walk for Women’s Wellness
Since 1995, the Walk for Women’s Wellness,
sponsored by the Kettering Medical Center
Foundation, has raised more than $500,000 for
the Women’s Wellness Fund. That money in
turn has financed more than 3,000 mammograms for underprivileged and underinsured
women in the Dayton area. This year, Roer of
St. Paul’s was the honorary chair of the Walk for
Women’s Wellness.
Chosen for the role of honorary chair as a
result of her work in the community, Roer also
is a 12-year breast cancer survivor.
As honorary chair, Roer acted as a media
spokesperson and worked on the solicitation of
donations and underwriting of the event. She
also put together a team to walk in the event.
Roer understands the importance of regular
mammograms. “I know I’m alive today because
of early diagnosis,” she says.
The 5K walk is held at the historic Carillion
Park in Dayton, and walkers solicit general
donations instead of money based on distance
walked. “The emphasis is not on ability; it’s on
supporting the Women’s Wellness fund,” says
Dana Cunningham, another St. Paul parishioner
and breast cancer survivor. She put together a
team of “Great Friends” from St. Paul’s and
from work.
At first she was hesitant.
“I’m not good at asking for money,”
Cunningham says. Still she sent a letter to all
her friends at work and church and was surprised at the response. And despite the chilly
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Remnants like these are all that
is left of five of the six destroyed
Episcopal churches on the
Mississippi Gulf Coast.
Photo courtesy of the Diocese
of Mississippi

BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
The Rev. Bill Pursley witnessed looting and a stabbing. A fellow
guardsman carried a preschooler in his arms, and Pursley patted him
on the back, telling the rescuer he had the best job in the world. The
girl faintly smiled.
Forty yards down the line, she died in the guardsman’s arms.
Yet Pursley, rector of St. John, Lancaster, and among the first
chaplains in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, tells of stories of
hope and humanity.
At one point, military and rescue workers considered pulling out
out of the Superdome because the crowd teetered on the edge of control.
Lt. Col. Walter Austin, a Louisiana chaplain, asked to try one more
time to settle the crowd. He walked through the thousands of people,
holding a Bible in the air, praying, holding small worship services,
and ultimately, calming the evacuees.
“Singlehandedly,” Pursley said, “he’s the hero of the Superdome.”
Pursley, a chaplain with the 2nd Squadron of the 107th Calvary,
Ohio Army National Guard, received a call on his cell phone during
Morning Prayer on Sept. 1, just days after the Category 4 hurricane
devastated the Gulf Coast. By 4:20 p.m. that day, a plane left Ohio,
carrying Pursley and 15 other chaplains and assistants, all members
of Ohio’s Joint Chaplain Emergency Response Team.

PLEASE SEE KATRINA, PAGE 8

REFLECTIONS

The Way of God: Beyond Fairness
Fairness is a virtue. The dictionary defines it as
“favorable, satisfactory, not partial, clear, honest,
straight, according to the rules, unprejudiced.” If
everybody sought to be fair, how much better a community, a city, a nation and a world we would have.
Let us strive for fairness always. But God goes even
further and calls us to live beyond fairness.
In one of the Gospel lessons, Jesus tells the parable
about the kingdom of heaven being like a householder and workers in the vineyard. You’ve heard this
story before: Some are hired early in the morning at
6 a.m. Another group was hired at 9 a.m., and another at 3 p.m. Finally a fourth group was hired at 5 p.m.
A work day then was 12 hours, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. A
day’s pay was one silver coin, a denarius. At the end
of the work day, everyone got paid the same—one
denarius. Those hired at 6 a.m. began grumbling
about those hired at 5 p.m. “It’s not fair. We’ve
worked all day. Those 5 p.m. people worked only one
hour. We should get more – a bonus at least.” The
householder replied, “You were not cheated. I paid
you according to our contract. Am I not free to do
with my money as I choose?”
This parable is upsetting to many. We can understand how those 6 a.m. workers felt. This parable calls
into question all our fundamental understanding about
justice and fairness. It challenges our competitive view
of the world, where there are winners and losers. If you
work hard and live a just and honest life, you will get
ahead. Equal pay for equal work. Have you not heard
people say, “God helps them who help themselves?”
We’ve come to consider that statement as part of the
Christian ethos, yet the Bible never says that.
Life is not fair. It wasn’t your or my choice to be
born with all our faculties into a caring, loving family, a setting of substance and expectation. Those evacuees from Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath who
were packed into the New Orleans arena didn’t ask
for that. Neither did the people who are living in tents
or at the Houston Astrodome or in the open air of
Biloxi, Miss. They don’t deserve that, and we don’t
deserve what we have. Life is not fair. There is an
inherent unfairness in the order of things.
But the parable is larger than that. It also parallels
the story of the prodigal son. You remember him. He
took his inheritance and went off to a far country and
spent it all, partying day and night. He wound up
broke, dirty, without friends, taking care of pigs and
eating the slop that pigs ate. When he came to himself, he said, “I’m going home to my father’s house.”
Upon his return, his father ran and welcomed him.

a firm

The father gave new clothes to
his son, put a ring on his finger
and threw a great party to celebrate. The prodigal son’s elder
brother who had stayed home
and worked dutifully wouldn’t
go to the party. He said, “It’s
not fair!”
These parables are about the
way of God, which is beyond
fairness. “My ways are higher
than your ways…” These parables are about grace. St. Paul
says, “By grace are you saved
through faith and that not of
yourselves. It is the free gift of God, not works, lest
anyone should boast.”
Grace is always amazing. Amazing grace is the
most popular hymn in all Christianity. “Amazing
grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like
me. I once was lost but now I’m found, was blind, but
now I see.” It is so popular because it is everybody’s
story. It speaks to us all. I know it is my story.
God’s grace is free, but it is not cheap. God’s grace
is not an abstract thing or quality. Like God’s word, it
is now a concrete action in history. There has been an
incarnation – the birth of Christ, at Calvary, the death
of Christ, and an empty tomb, the resurrection of
Christ. The Lord is risen for all humanity. God has
given us all forgiveness and reconciliation that we
could not achieve for ourselves or earn ourselves.
God’s affirmative action!
The parable of the householder and the workers is
also about community. It calls Christians – the followers of Jesus – to understand themselves as part of
a community where there is a reversal of common
cultural values. Blessed are the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
The last shall be first. If anyone wants to be great, let
him or her be a servant of all. The son of God came
not to be served, but to serve. Further, there’s the
recognition that we are bound together. St. Paul, in his
oft spoken metaphor of the body said, “The hand
can’t say of the foot, ‘I have no need of you.’ If one
member suffers, all suffer. If one member rejoices, all
rejoice.”
I heard a linguist talking about the issue of whether
we call the people of the Gulf Coast evacuees or
refugees. The answer is that whatever we might call

foundation
Editor’s Note: Bishop Thompson will retire
as bishop of Southern Ohio at the end of 2005. As part
of our salute to his leadership, ministry and vision,
Interchange is running a column each month highlighting different moments from his episcopate. Bishop
Thompson reminds us often that the transition from his
episcopate to that of the ninth bishop of Southern Ohio
is about continuity of leadership in the apostolic succession. Rather than fond nostalgia for the past, these
columns will lift up the firm foundation Bishop
Thompson has built for the promise and the future of
this diocese, and indeed, God’s church.

THE RT. REV.
HERBERT
THOMPSON JR.

them, they are our people. They are fellow citizens of
the United States. Most are fellow members of the
body of Christ. And we are convicted by our faith to
help and support the people in Gulf Coast, our brothers and sisters. Will you seek and serve Christ in all
persons, loving your neighbors as ourselves? I will.
Trucks are being filled now with cleaning supplies,
nutritional supplements, tools and furniture – 25,000
pounds worth of supplies and aid – that members
from Calvary, Clifton in Cincinnati, will take down to
the Diocese of Mississippi later this month. The team
will stay for a weekend and help rebuild. Calvary
plans to make this trip again at Christmas and in Lent.
The youth group at Christ Church, Ironton, spent a
day washing cars to raise money to support the victims of Hurricane Katrina. Many throughout the diocese and thousands across the church have given to
Episcopal Relief and Development. God bless them
all. Continue to give.
I heard of a woman in Louisiana who has taken
into her home a family of 12 to stay as long as they
need shelter. These people and so many others like
them are signs of hope and caring. God’s call to community is a call for generosity, a reversal of the values
of selfishness that all too often governs the world and
our lives.
The payoff for living beyond fairness comes when
we stumble into the vineyard at dawn, at noon, at sunset, or even at midnight, and are glad to be there and
glad for all the workers who have a job and money to
provide for their families.
The payoff is the joy of working side by side, walking side by side with the crucified and risen Christ in
the restoration and healing of the world.
Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Lord, I want to be on
your left or right side, not for any selfish reason. I just
want to be there in truth and love and mercy so that
we can make of this old world a new world.”
As St. Paul says, “Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ. Stand firm in one spirit
with one mind for the faith of the gospel.”
As to the future of the Gulf Coast region, I am
hopeful as I witness the extraordinary outpouring of
care, help and generosity on the part of people all
across our nation and the world. I perceive a determination not only to rebuild but also to build a new society where no one will be left behind again. The inexorable leading of God is always beyond fairness. He
leads us toward the blessed community.
“Glory to God whose power working in us can do
infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.”

In his address to the 127th diocesan convention, Bishop Herbert Thompson Jr. presented four
strategic choices for the diocese as a focus for our work in carrying God’s mission to the world.
The first strategic choice: We will educate Episcopalians to understand the Christian faith so that
they become strong disciples and are equipped to exercise ministries of social justice and
reconciliation.
Today, several opportunities for education abound. Many fall under the direction of the
Anglican Academy, including the School for Diaconal Ministry, the Southern Ohio Lay Leadership
Initiative (SOLLI) and Education for Ministry (EFM). The Faith in Life committee acts as trustees of
an endowment from the Second Century Fund to plan and oversee a program for Christian education, primarily sponsoring the visiting theologian program and the Hobson Lecture Series. The
diocese also offers Miniversity, a week of continuing education courses and seminars on a variety
of topics led by clergy and lay leaders from around the diocese.
Several diocesan committees and ministries focus their work on social justice, such as the
Episcopal Community Services Foundation, the Episcopal Appalachian Ministries and the Social
Justice & Episcopal Public Policy Network. And in 2002, Bishop Thompson appointed Jeffrey Price
as director of public policy for the diocese. Price advocates for legislation that supports the social
policies of the Episcopal Church and represents the diocese on several interfaith groups.
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Big screen offers
outreach opportunity
Almost immediately after
its publication in 1950, C.S.
Lewis’ book, The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe,
became a children’s literature classic. Almost as
quickly, the Christian community adopted it as an allegory of the Christian faith.
Throughout his life, Lewis
denied that the Chronicles
of Narnia were meant as a
perfect
allegory
for
Christianity, but he never denied that he
included messages in the books about
what Christianity meant to him and to
others.
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
explores such themes as everyone having a role in God’s plan; everyone having different gifts that are all needed; the
need for courage in the face of evil; and
sacrifice for others.
In December, Disney plans to release
the movie version of The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe.
Since many congregations in the diocese are looking for ways to have a
greater presence in their communities,

we wanted to offer a
resource to take advantage
of the opportunity that the
release of the movie offers.
The Rev. Canon Vicki
Zust has written a curriculum for a one-day event for
children based on The
Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe. You can download the curriculum from
the diocesan web site at
www.episcopal-dso.org,
Ministry Resources, Education.
The curriculum is based on the model
of a parents' day out. It provides activities for a six-hour session (10 a.m. to 4
p.m., for example), but the curriculum
can be adapted for a longer or shorter
session as desired. Options are given for
one-group or two-group days. The onegroup session would be good for groups
of up to 12 children and requires three
or four adult leaders. The two-group
session would be good for groups of 12
to 24 children and require four to six
adult leaders.
There are also several opportunities
available as part of the promotion of the

Amy Svihlik
Designer

Advent looks
back, celebrates
history

Interchange encourages the
submission of articles and pictures.
We reserve the right to select and
edit material offered for publication. All submissions must include
name, address and phone or Email for verification.

Church of the Advent, Walnut Hills,
continued its sesquicentennial celebration with a 1789 Book of Common
Prayer service and high tea in
September. Pictured here are two
members dressed in period costumes
as part of the festivities.
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film. A website has been developed for
leaders of schools, organizations,
churches and other groups who would
like to use the film as an outreach or
teaching tool. The website, www.narniaresources.com, contains several
areas of opportunities and resources.
You can order free materials, posters
and door hangars can that would work
hand-in-hand with the curriculum
developed by Canon Zust. There are
opportunities for local “Sneak peek”
events for leaders in the faith community. You can view clips of the movie,
learn how other churches in your area
are planning to use the film for outreach
and receive free materials. The two local
events in our diocese will be held Oct.
17 in Dayton and Oct. 22 in Lancaster.
Click on “Narnia Events” for more
information.
A special Preview Night showing is
available to groups of 50 or more. Click
on “Tickets and Previews” to register
for the preview night. Group tickets also
can be purchased for a date and theater
of your choice on the “Tickets and
Previews” page or by calling
866.333.0045.

Bandannas for Benevolence
St. Patrick’s, Lebanon, held a special fundraiser this summer to support its outreach programs – and one of its members. Called Bandannas for Benevolence, the fundraiser generated more than $300 for the church’s outreach programs.
Trish Simonton, who was diagnosed with breast cancer
and is undergoing chemotherapy, explains, “The premise of
the fundraiser was to don a bandanna to wear at church and
pay $5 to do so…The fundraiser supported our outreach and
me. I felt much love and support from our parish … We had
much fun, as the parishioners ‘reached out’ of their comfort
zones and pocketbooks to support this fundraiser.”
Simonton (left) is pictured with other members of St.
Patrick’s.
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Hispanic Fest

Restored door resumes mission:

Being open for all
BY SALLY JOHNSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

The Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn, and volunteers from other
Episcopal churches, hosted a booth at Cincinnati’s Hispanic Festival in
September. The booth extended a welcoming hand from the Episcopal
Church to all Spanish speakers in the area. Spanish-language Day by Day
booklets and other devotional items and tracts were handed out, as well as an
invitation to the 9:30 a.m. Spanish-language service at Our Saviour.
Pictured are, from left, the Rev. Dcn. Priscilla Wright, Nancy Sullivan, Tim
Borah and G-no.

N E W S

N O T E S

Spend Easter in Russia
For more than 1,000 years, Easter has been the most important holy day of the
Russian Orthodox Church. In the spring of 2006, the Miami Valley Episcopal Russian
Network (MVERN) invites Episcopalians to share this joyful celebration. From April
19-28, 2006, the group will visit major cultural and historic sites in St. Petersburg,
share the stirring ritual of the Easter Vigil at St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church in
the village of Sablino, and join Metropolitan Vladimir and the clergy of St. Petersburg
in a glorious Easter service at St. Isaac’s Cathedral in St. Petersburg.
Witness the work of MVERN’s ministry to St. Nicholas Church, the companion parish of nine Miami Valley Episcopal churches, through visits to a hospital,
an orphanage and a large women’s prison. Spend an afternoon teaching and playing with the children who attend after-school classes at the Sablino Education
Center, a major new project supported by MVERN.
An optional six-day extension (April 28-May 3) will include visits to the historic and cultural sites in the ancient cities of Novgorod and Moscow.
The trip will be escorted by Dr. Igor Tolochin, professor of English at St.
Petersburg University, Chris Saunders, founder of MVERN, and Linda Spears, a
member of the MVERN Board.
The estimated cost of the trip is $2,850-$3,050, including air transportation via
Delta/Air France, first-class hotels, transportation and guiding service in Russia,
many meals and preparatory travel briefings. The price of the optional extension to
Novgorod and Moscow will be approximately $1,200. For further information and to
receive a brochure, please contact Linda Spears at 937.293.0818 or spearsl@att.net.

Redeemer holds special service, Open House
The Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park, will hold a Blessing of the Animals
service in honor of St. Francis of Assisi at 4:30 p.m. on Oct. 8. An Open House
also will be held that day for tours of the new building. All are welcome, whether
or not you have a pet. Bring your dog, cat, fish, bird or other pet to receive a special blessing. The church is located at 2944 Erie Ave., corner of Erie and Paxton,
Hyde Park (Cincinnati). Information: 513.321.6700 or www.redeemer-cincy.org

The massive front door of the
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany,
Urbana, has welcomed people for
parts of three centuries. Thanks to
some needed restoration, the door
can now look forward to many more
decades of service.
The handsome, Gothic-style, wood
door was recently removed and completely restored. It was re-hung
August 24. The work was done by
Matt Bandy of Liberty Construction
in Urbana, which specializes in
authentic restoration of
vintage buildings.
Bandy said it took
four men to get the 300pound door into his
truck and transported to
his workshop. An average exterior, wood door
weighs about 80 pounds.
The church door is
about 21/2 inches thick, 54inches wide and made of
four kinds of wood. The
front is mahogany. The
back alternates between
boards of walnut and pine,
with one piece of poplar.
Bandy replaced the bracing on the
back of the door, shaping the edges to
duplicate the curves of the handcarved pews in the nave.
The bottom of the door was seriously decayed. Bandy restored it with
epoxy wood filler and added a handmade copper weather shield.
Church historians believe that the
door is part of the original church,
which began construction in 1845 and
was first occupied in 1849. Bandy
said the tenon and mortise joints used
in the door are typical of the 1800s.
Bandy not only returned the door
to its original condition as nearly as
possible but also used equipment
similar to what might have been used
at the time the door was made.
An avid collector of antique tools,
Bandy often finds them indispensable when working with vintage hard-

ware and old construction methods.
During the door renewal process,
many layers of paint in several shades
of green were removed. The color
chosen for the refinished door lies in
the Anglican tradition.
Episcopal church doors, according
to architecture scholars, are usually
painted red. Although the reason is
lost in time, the Rev. Tim West, missioner of the Northern Miami Valley
Episcopal Cluster of which Epiphany
is a member, said that in medieval
times a red door indicated a place of
refuge and protection, a sanctuary.
To honor this tradition, Epiphany had
the door painted a muted,
classic burgundy, compatible with the aged brick
walls and its Gothic
Revival architecture.
Bandy said restoration
requires in-depth study
of architecture, historic
construction techniques
and the materials of the
early craftsmen. Bandy
hand-ground the heads
of the nails used in the
Epiphany door to replicate the original, handforged iron nails.
He also refinished the wood baseboard and trim in the narthex (foyer)
to match the doors from the narthex
into the church. The entire restoration project took about three weeks.
The brick walk at the front of the
church also was replaced and
handrails repaired this summer. The
church is handicapped accessible with
a ramp entrance on Kenton Street.
The front of the building was not
the only part of the property receiving attention this summer. The parking lot was leveled and resurfaced,
and the parish hall roof was insulated
and replaced under the guidance of
Epiphany Junior Warden Chuck
Stadler.
Records indicate that Epiphany is
one of the oldest Episcopal churches
in western Ohio.
Epiphany held an open house in
September to showcase the restorations.

Episcopal
church doors,
according to
architecture
scholars,
are usually
painted red.

St. Mark’s hosts workshops on aging
The Parish Health Ministry at St. Mark's, Upper Arlington, is hosting a series
of meetings called, "Be on top of the Age Game!”
The Rev. Dcn. Polly Glanville, of the Diocese of Ohio, will be giving three,
distinct 75-minute seminars. Beginning at 9:30 a.m., the classes are:
■ Oct. 1: Spirituality in the second half of life
■ Oct. 29: Housing options: after 25+years in the same home, what are the options?
■ Nov. 12: Ethical wills: an ethical will is a written account of what has been
most important you.
In addition, the Rev. Dcn. Joan Maynard of the Diocese of Southern Ohio will
be leading programs covering end-of-life issues. These classes will run from
11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. They are:
■ Oct. 23: Legal, medical and family challenges
■ Nov. 29: Planning funerals, memorial services and celebrations of life.
Contact: Martha Wheeler at marthawheeler@earthlink.net or St. Mark’s at
614.486.9452.
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Tribute honors
Duke Ellington,
benefits church
BY BRENDA COCHRAN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Khalid Moss, recipient of a Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Montgomery County Arts and Cultural District and religion
writer/reporter for the Dayton Daily News, will conduct Takin’ the A
Train to Heaven: A Tribute to the Duke Ellington Sacred Concert
Series, on Oct. 21 at the 113th anniversary celebration of St. Margaret,
Trotwood.
Moss, a member of St. Margaret's, is well-known in the Greater
Dayton area as a talented musician, having played with Pharoh
Sanders, Yuseph Lateef, and one of the divas of jazz, Betty Carter.
Moss will combine his unique and spirited talents with a big band
sound and vocals in tribute to Duke Ellington and his Sacred Concert
Series. The first of the series premiered on Sept. 16, 1965, at Grace
Chapel in San Francisco, Calif.
Moss, who considers Duke Ellington his musical role model, will
conduct a group of musicians, including St. Margaret’s choir, Eddie
Brookshire’s Big Band, the Praise Group and soloists, Deborah Smith,
John Hampton Wagner and a special guest. For those familiar with
Ellington’s jazz compositions, the Sacred Concert Series will provide
a sampling of Ellington’s very personal spiritual offering to jazz, the
quintessential American art form.
The concert will be presented at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church
5301 Free Pike. The concert begins at 7 p.m. and will conclude with a
reception in the church fellowship hall. Tickets for the benefit concert
range from $75 for grand patron to $15 for general admission.
Proceeds benefit St. Margaret’s Building Fund. Call 937.837.7741 for
tickets. Get on board and get your tickets today! Seating is limited.

St. Mary’s
celebrates 150 years
BY CAROL HOTTLE
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
What do dogs, cats, cows, a movie, recitals,
concerts, a lecture, Evensong, dancing, jazz
and a visit from Bishop Thompson have in
common? The Sesquicentennial Celebration
of St. Mary’s, Hillsboro, of course!
St. Mary’s will mark this milestone with a
week-long series of events representing the wide
compass of its ministry in Highland County
since this date in 1855.
Festivities begin Oct. 16 with a Blessing of
the Animals service. Each night in the church
offers a different experience to represent the diversity of St. Mary’s historic ministry. Bishop Thompson will close the celebration with a
Festive Eucharist Oct. 23 followed by a Parish Open House in the afternoon.
We warmly invite you, our brothers and sisters, to join us for this
150th anniversary party. Please call the church at 937.393.2043 or
check out the website at http://www.bright.net/~stmary/ for more
information. The church is located at 234 N. High Street, Hillsboro.

Schedule of events:
Oct. 16 Blessing of the Animals
at 10 a.m. service
Oct. 17 Hillsboro sesquicentennial movie at 7 p.m.
Oct. 18 Organ Recital at 7 p.m.
Oct. 19 Noon Eucharist, lecture;
Sung Evensong at 7 p.m

Oct. 20 Local music at 7 p.m.
Oct. 21 Local music at 7 p.m.
Oct. 22 Jazz Concert at 7 p.m.
Oct. 23 Festival Eucharist at 10
a.m.; Parish Open House and
ecumenical Service at 3 p.m.

An Aladdin’s
cave for ministry
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Tucked in the corner of a small strip
mall in Dayton is an Aladdin’s Cave of
treasures for parish ministry. Do you
need videos for your youth group?
Anthems for Advent? A plan for growth,
a Pentecost banner or a liturgy for burning the mortgage?
Welcome to the Parish Resource
Center. All you need to enter the first
time is a spirit of adventure. Thereafter, a
modest membership fee, set according to
the size of your congregation, will entitle
you to use the center to explore more
than 12,000 resources representing 14
different mainline denominations. You
can brainstorm with experienced ministry consultants whose goal is to help
you realize your vision, whether it be
training a Clown Ministry troupe or leading a seminar on feminist theology.
Annual subscription rates start at $495,
the grant-subsidized basic level for a
church with 1-99 members. Fees rise
according to church size and capacity to
pay. Churches may take a one-time three
month trial subscription for $150.
These fees entitle any staff member or
parish group to use the center to research
ideas, talk to ministry consultants and
check out materials.
“The PRC may look like a library, but
we’re not,” said Executive Director Karen
Anders Francis, a member of Christ
Church, Dayton. “Our primary resource
is the consultant, who will then link you
up to the tangibles.”
Francis and her staff have more than
250 person years of congregational leadership experience. The staff is continually reviewing new books, videos and
hands-on teaching and liturgical
resources. They make puppets, costumes,
banners and Godly Play kits.
Consultants work with staff or parishioners to develop a program suitable to
the specific needs of that congregation.
The Parish Resource Center "works for
the whole congregation,” according to its
mission. “It addresses all aspects of congregational life, including education, mission, ministry, finance, music, the arts,
and administration. Leaders and ministers
in all areas need leadership development
opportunities and resource materials...The
center’s primary focus is to help persons
learn how to identify problems and clarify
vision, define objectives, develop skills
needed to carry out a task, and find and
utilize the most effective resources. The
center does not need to impose its own
biases on the persons served. Rather, it listens to persons and helps them to effect
the visions and fulfill the standards they
share with their congregations.”
Not only does the Parish Resource
Center provide individualized consulting,
but subscribers also can choose from
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Christ Church, Dayton, parishioner Maureen
Boyles, PRC business administrator, holds
some of the thousands of teaching tools that
subscriber churches can borrow from the
Parish Resource Center. These include Godly
Play sets, choral music, banners, videos, CDs
and books.
among an array of seminars and workshops each year. The schedule this past
spring, for example, included courses on
youth ministry, welcoming people with
disabilities and a discussion circle for
ordained women. Member churches may
use the center's conference room and
sophisticated AV equipment for retreats
or meetings.
Another resource is the Music Bank.
Member congregations can put in one
copy of each anthem they own into the
Music Bank file, with a note on the number of copies they own. This way,
churches can borrow anthems from each
other, without having to buy them and
without breaking copyright laws.
The center will mail materials to subscribers, but a visit to this beautifully organized facility fires up the creative synapses.
The diocese’s Commission on
Congregational Life has provided scholarships for 10 Episcopal congregations to
subscribe this year. Even without a scholarship, the subscription price provides
access to thousands of dollars worth of
materials and expert consultation.
If you’d like to find out more, call the
center at 937.256.0400 or visit the web
site at www.prcohio.org. The address is
1040 Smithville Road, in the Pinewood
Shopping Plaza just north of the
Smithville Road exit off Ohio 35 in
Dayton. The Parish Resource Center is in
the corner of the mall, to the right of
Kroger’s.

NEWS
OUTREACH

Help give
new babies
a good start
BY NANCY SULLIVAN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Pam Stephens has a vision for a new
and desperately-needed ministry – but
she needs others to help bring it to life.
Remember when you or maybe
friends were expecting a baby?
Remember the excitement of decorating the nursery with a new crib, changing table and just the right crib
bumpers? What about the shower when
friends rejoiced with the expectant parents and brought every possible gift,
from receiving blankets to baby bathtubs and a full wardrobe? Perhaps several went in together to buy that jogging
stroller you wanted?
Now imagine what it is like for many
other young parents who live in different circumstances. Stephens, a recent
graduate of the Southern Ohio Lay
Leadership Initiative and member of
Church of Our Saviour, sees a very different side of expecting a child through
her work as a health counselor at two
Cincinnati public health clinics.
She sees many women who bring
their newborn home in only a hospital
blanket. They have nowhere to turn for
help.
At the same time, many of us wonder
how to find second homes for baby furniture and the beautiful clothes often
barely worn by our fast-growing children. Stephens sees both the need and
the opportunity and suggests that congregations could organize to collect and
distribute baby items.
Already some congregations reach
out to low-income neighborhoods.
Some even go door to door to find
out who needs a crib or clothes for a
9-month-old boy. Even if a congregation can’t undertake such a laborintensive effort, it could team up with
a local health clinic. Church volunteers could drop off collected items
monthly to a clinic. Alternatively,
members could provide the clinic
with vouchers for expectant/new parents who could visit the church on
certain days/hours to choose what
they need.
What a wonderful opportunity for
evangelism and ministry!
Do you have ideas about how to link
these families together in a system?
Perhaps we could connect a congregation with a single clinic or a deanery
with a system of clinics or form a cooperative “baby/child closet” with other
congregations, whether Christian,
Jewish or Muslim.
This is a ministry crying out for
someone to say “Yes!”
Contact Pam Stephens at 513.722.3487
or by e-mail at pstephens3@cinci.rr.com.

Exhibit to feature
performers, ministries
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The Diocese of Southern Ohio will have a 20’ x 30’
exhibit space at General Convention, and we are now
accepting proposals from diocesan committees or local
congregations that want to mount displays, distribute literature or sell items to raise money for their ministry. In
addition, we will have a small performance space to
showcase brief live performances or demonstrations.
We also eagerly seek people willing to provide content or graphic design skills for an exhibit about the history and character of this diocese.
Displays and performances will rotate over a four-day
cycle based on themes of diocesan life to be highlighted
at the national meeting: devotion, diversity, delight and
direction (service to God and humankind). We’re looking
for examples of the following that represent Christian life
and ministry by the people of our diocese:
■ ministry handbooks or curriculum
■ innovative liturgy (no more than 20 minutes long)
■ drama
■ music

■ demonstrations of teaching (like Godly Play),
crafts, flower arrangement
■ manuals or guidelines for specific ministry
■ sale items that are appropriate ways to raise money
for your ministry. (Food that can be consumed on site is
forbidden by convention rules; fudge sauce might pass
if not offered as a finger food!)
Those providing items for sale or distribution also
must provide volunteers to help staff the booth when
their goods are on display. Any group wishing to display, perform or sell items must complete a short preliminary proposal form available by going to the diocesan website, www.episcopal-dso.org, General
Convention. The deadline for preliminary proposals is
Nov. 30. The form may be filed online or submitted by
mail to Ariel Miller c/o ECSF, 412 Sycamore St.
Cincinnati, OH 45202-4179.
You can also fill out a preliminary proposal at diocesan convention in November. The General Convention
exhibit committee includes Ariel Miller, Celeste
Parsons and Paul Rank. We will let you know by Jan. 14
if we can include your project. Additional volunteers are
very welcome!
Congregations are
encouraged to apply to
perform at the diocese's booth at General
Convention. Here,
women of the St.
Andrew's Gospel Choir
in Cincinnati practicing
with director Jerome
Johnson. From left:
Irma Tillery, Tweedle
Lawrence, Lynnette
Heard and Anita
Brentley.

Quilts piece together Southern Ohio’s history, ministry
BY CELESTE PARSONS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
What's 128 square feet in size, every color of the rainbow and worth 36,000 words? Give up?
The answer: the main display that will welcome visitors to the Diocese of Southern Ohio's Exhibit Booth at
the 2006 General Convention.
From the initial idea of “using photographs to make
something like a quilt, because everyone likes to look at
pictures,” the display concept has evolved into a set of
four quilts that incorporate photographs, reproduced on
cloth, to inform convention deputies and visitors about
the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
The quilts will illustrate four themes:
■ Diversity--the variety found in our parishes and
communities
■ Direction--the ways in which we are “directed” to
carry out our mission in our neighborhoods and the
world at large
■ Devotion--the ways in which we worship
■ Delight--the joyful moments in our church lives.
The quilts will be rotated on display throughout the
convention to continue to draw visitors with something
new and interesting. The quilts will be the backdrop of
the booth, which will showcase diocesan ministries and
organizations, souvenirs and entertainment. After the
close of the convention, the quilts will be placed on per-
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manent display at the Procter Camp & Conference
Center.
In order to bring this concept to reality, the Exhibit
Booth Committee is seeking two types of volunteers:
photographers and needleworkers.
With a minimum of nine photographs needed for each
quilt, there are plenty of opportunities for you to contribute pictures that capture aspects of the four quilt
themes. Photographs must be submitted as 8” x 10” hard
copies or print-ready JPEG files to Quilt Project, c/o
Ariel Miller at 412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH
45202-4179, or via e-mail at ECSF@eos.net. Electronic
photos should be high resolution -- at least 250 megapixels. Each photograph must be accompanied by a submission form, which can be filed online, downloaded
from the diocesan website (www.episcopal-dso.org,
General Convention) or obtained in hard copy from Ariel
Miller. The deadline for submission is Jan. 31, 2006.
Groups that would like to participate in assembling the
four quilts should contact Celeste Parsons by Dec. 1 at
740.753.2034 or by mail at 15085 Wolfe-Bennett Road,
Nelsonville, OH 45764. Previous experience with quilt
piecing and/or applique will be helpful. Each group
selected will receive a quilt pattern and guidelines, but
will have artistic freedom in selecting a color scheme
and arranging photographs in the quilt. Quilt assembly
can begin before the photograph submission deadline.
All quilts must be completed by May 15, 2006.

AFTER THE STORM: HELPING HANDS

AFTER KATRINA: GOOD SHEPHERD
PARABLE PROVIDES INSIGHT, HOPE
BY LISA MARTIN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

sion for the art of storytelling. The enthusiasm was
contagious. These people all shared one thing: the
love of the stories of God.
I sit here and remember that day. We shared so
much. Yet still I cannot celebrate. My heart is so
heavy with the loss of life, the loss of home and the
loss of innocence at the hands of Hurricane Katrina
and its aftermath. My mind keeps circling back to my
Godly Play background. I keep thinking in parables
with thoughts within thoughts. One parable keeps
coming to mind: the parable of the Good Shepherd.
Why is this parable going through my mind?
“I am the Good Shepherd. I know each of my sheep

through to the good water. He helps them find places
with good water. When the sheep can’t find the water,
he brings it to them.
As you know, our lives are always very busy and
“When there are places of danger, I show them how
full of the mundane things we all must do just to get
to go through.” This is the biggest danger. This is a
by. It's been especially difficult over the last few
deep, dark place. People are hurt, they are dead, and
weeks during which every spare moment has been
they are out of control. They are desperate, they are
spent in front of the TV, watching the horrendous
lost, and they are confused. But the Good Shepherd is
drama unfolding in the hurricane-stricken part of our
there, and he is leading them to safety.
country. My heart is heavy, and my mind is full so I
“If one sheep is missing, I would go anywhere to
prayed that God would help me focus.
look for that lost sheep.” There are many ‘good shepIn August, the Diocese of Southern Ohio sponherds’ out there. They are searching for the lost. They
sored a conference about Godly Play that was held at
are doing all that they can to rescue and provide for
Church of the Ascension, Middletown.
the basic needs of those stranded in the
More than 40 people attended, from three
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. But it
states, four denominations and from
isn’t enough. It takes more than just deterRead the parable of the Good Shepherd.
many churches within our diocese. Lois
mination. It takes more than catastrophe
Go to www.episcopal-dso.org, search word: WebBonus.
Howard, an accredited Godly Play
plans and state and federal aid. It takes
teacher trainer, spoke of the theology of
The Good Shepherd.
childhood. She also taught about Godly Play as used by name.” He knows each victim of Katrina. He
As I contemplate beginning our sixth year of Godly
in a nursing home or with Hospice. We had teachers knows their hearts, their hopes and fears, their sor- Play and telling the stories of God, I can’t help but
from Trinity, Hamilton, who explained the details of rows and their joys. He knew them before they were think of all those poor, lost people. The lost sheep. We
Godly Play. They taught about Godly Play in Navajo even conceived. He knows those who are now with can’t be the Good Shepherd, but we can pray to him.
land and how to use it as mission. A wood worker Him, and his tears continue to fall for the love of We can pray as a diocese, as a parish, as a Sunday
shared his talent and passion of creating stories. those who are lost.
school class, as an individual. We can pray that
Teachers from Ascension shared about how to use
“I walk in front of them to show them the way.” He through these times of dark places, people will reach
Godly Play with teens and adults and about how walks with his sheep. He tells them, ‘Come, follow out and share the love of the Good Shepherd with
Godly Play works on Sunday mornings.
me.’They just have to look, and there he is. The Good those in need.
I taught on the administrative side of Godly Play. Shepherd leads the sheep; they just have to follow.
Take this story of the Good Shepherd and share it
We had Sunday School teachers, pastors, priests, dea“I show them the way to the good grass.” He feeds with all in need. Take it to your heart and remember
cons, directors and even Hospice care providers. We their bodies, but he also feeds their souls. They look that Jesus is your Good Shepherd as well. He will
had people who knew Godly Play as well as those and see him there on the good grass with him. He is never leave you or forsake you.
who had never heard a story. This mishmash of dif- hearing their prayers. He is answering their need.
ferent denominations and different levels of Godly
“I show them the way to the cool still water.” There
Lisa Martin is the Godly Play coordinator at Church of
Play knowledge came together and shared their pas- is too much water. But the Good Shepherd leads them
the Ascension, Middletown.

HOW TO HELP

MONEY:

Donate to the Hurricane Katrina Response Fund by credit card at http://www.er-d.org/ or by calling 1.800.334.7626, ext. 5129. Gifts can be mailed to: Episcopal Relief and Development, c/o Hurricane Katrina
Response Fund, PO Box 12043, Newark, NJ 07101.

SHELTER/HOUSING:

Episcopal Migration Ministries is organizing offers to provide shelter
to the hurricane victims. EMM also is working with dioceses that received significant numbers of displaced people.
To submit an offer to provide housing, go to: http://www.episcopalchurch.org/emm/

REBUILDING HELP: ERD is developing a database of people volunteering to help rebuild.
E-mail ERD at er-d@er-d.org with the following information: your full name; your contact information (address, phone
number, email); your disaster response qualifications and interests; your assurance that you can be self-sufficient.

ADOPT
A CHURCH/SISTER CONGREGATIONS:
Congregations seeking to build companion relationships in hurricane relief are asked to work through a new churchwide system, titled "We Will Stand With You." Congregations interested in the program are asked first to express their
interest to their diocesan bishops. Development of the system and resource sharing is supported by new web pages
available at http://www.episcopalchurch.org/help. Diocesan bishops will then work with the national church to coordinate needs and resources.

CHAPLAINS/COUNSELORS:

If you are an Episcopal chaplain or clergyperson
that is interested in volunteering to provide pastoral care, grief counseling, crisis counseling, Critical Incident Stress
Management, etc., to the people affected by Hurricane Katrina please fill out a form at http://www.ecusachaplain.org/disasterresponseregistration.html

KIDS:

Send letters of support to Louisiana. Mail to: Love Letters for Louisiana, P.O. Box 5026, Baton Rouge,
La., 70821-5026.
This Katrina ribbon was designed in the colors of Mardi Gras and created to be posted on a bulletin board, in a car window, wherever - to remind people
that the victims of Katrina need our thoughts, prayers and financial support. You can download it from: www.habitatmsla.org
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CHAPLAIN REFLECTS
FROM PAGE 1
After the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, officials established teams throughout the country to be first-responders to natural disasters, terrorist attacks or other catastrophes. The main job for the chaplain teams is to support military and rescue workers with counseling and
other assistance, particularly to stave off post-traumatic
stress disorder. They’re also charged with developing a
system to organize and coordinate response by chaplains.
Rescue workers, soldiers, chaplains and representatives from the Federal Emergency Management
Administration and Homeland Security held the first
national dry-run practice three weeks before Hurricane
Katrina.
When Pursley arrived in New Orleans, “it was a mess.
But not like what the press said. It was like one of those
old, after-the-bomb movies. It was surreal. There was
total confusion. No communication. And there were lots
of people suffering terribly. I saw some looting and a
stabbing. But the news made it seem like that was the
norm…It was a devastating time, but the spirit of the
people in New Orleans was strong. I saw good people
there who were suffering terribly and doing their best to
do what was right.”
Pursley and others were sent to the Superdome, in part
to aid with crowd control.
“If the crowd started to get tense, we’d tell a joke, ask
to see a picture of their grandchildren. We’d sing
‘Amazing Grace,’ and read the Bible,” he said. “We did
what was necessary to help the crowd keep focus. Some
of those people had waited in line for two or three days.”
The team helped evacuate the Superdome, loading
stretchers of ill and dying people onto buses.
“So many people, as they got onto buses, told us thank
you,” said Pursley, 51. “I remember saying, ‘You’re welcome, but we know you would have done the same thing
for us.’They said, ‘We would, and we will.’ It was mutual humanity, Golden-Rule stuff.”
On the first Sunday after Katrina, the chaplains held a
worship service for the rescue workers at the Superdome.
Many of the workers from Louisiana didn’t know if their
families were safe or their homes were flooded, yet they
kept on working and helping others. A Roman Catholic
priest had a few pre-sanctified wafers. Pursley found
some wheat bread. There was no wine or grape juice.
Often, such worship services are divided into Roman
Catholic and Protestant. But the chaplains decided that
at this service, everyone would worship together. They
held parallel lines for communion, one Roman Catholic,
the other Protestant.
“It was ecumenism at its finest,” Pursley said. “We
were true to our traditions, but it was deeply meaningful
to have a Service of the Word together. It was an amazing capstone for all of us who had been there doing the
work of Christ.”
Pursley returned to Lancaster after 11 days in the
field. A course of antibiotics healed an infection he contracted after days of walking in the soupy, sewer waters
that filled the streets.
“It was one of those things that I hope I’ll never see
again,” said Pursley, who intends to retire soon from the
Guard. “But what a way to end my career: to do what I’ve
trained for in ways that really help other people. It was
profoundly satisfying to be able to be there and to help in
that operation.”
Like so many others, Pursley has reflected on the disaster in light of his faith.
“Bad things happen. It’s a fallen world. I suppose the
reason it happened is that somewhere, some airstreams
inverted or whatever causes a storm to start, and the hurricane began. But more than looking at a cause, I look at
the response. Through these situations, God calls us to
respond to one another and see that even in the midst of
the terribleness, there’s still humanity, decency and
hope. Through God, there’s an opportunity for us in the
darkest hour to show our best.”

‘WE ARE DOING ANYTHING WE CAN TO HELP’
BY THE REV. DCN. GENE CRAWFORD
ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, CROSSETT, ARK.
Our 6,000-soul town has been inundated with Hurricane
Katrina evacuees. We are still unsure how many we have in our
community, although we saw more than 75 out-of-state families at the bank yesterday.
Crossett, Ark., is 360 miles from the
Gulf Coast, just across the Louisiana
border. It’s a five or six hour drive from
New Orleans or Biloxi under normal
circumstances. The people who came
here have lost everything: their jobs,
their homes and even their loved ones.
Their whole world is underwater. We are
doing anything we can to help.
We are serving hot meals, and the local hospital opened a
free clinic -- tetanus shots were a big item. Some of our local
pharmacists also are filling prescriptions for free. People have
been so grateful for everything.
Hotels are full, and people have run out of money to pay -but they are being allowed to stay, and we are working on how
to help the hotels in a fair manner.
The armory has opened as a temporary shelter, and people

stayed there last night. It is not air conditioned, but thankfully
it is cooling off at night and seems bearable enough to sleep.
Churches have responded and the whole town is working
together. With the donations to our community fund, we’ve
been able to distribute over $4,500 so far in aid -- mostly in the
form of cash and gift certificates from local stores.
The people I talked with yesterday just wanted to share their
stories. There were whole families,
sometimes totaling 13 or more, that
all fled together. All they have now
is each other. There were people
who brought only two days’ change
of clothing, who know they have
nothing to go back to.
As we’ve learned from the news,
the entire South is reeling from the
influx of evacuees. Hotels are full as far as Austin, Texas.
Churches, campgrounds and other temporary shelters are
bursting at the seams.
Even as the region comes together to help its neighbors, it is
going to take much more than we are doing, and more
resources than we have. We are only putting a Band-aid on a
broken leg. We hope that at least we are providing some solace
for the time being.

A PERSONAL
ACCOUNT

On Sunday, Sept.
4, the Rt. Rev.
Duncan M. Gray,
bishop of the
Diocese of
Mississippi, visited the sites of all
six destroyed
Episcopal
Churches in
Mississippi, stopping to plant an
Episcopal flag on
the grounds of
each one before
the Sunday
morning gatherings at those
sites. Photo courtesy of the
Diocese of
Mississippi

SOUTHERN OHIO RESPONDS
■ Calvary Church, Clifton, is filling four trucks and four trailers
with cleaning supplies, tools, hygiene items and furniture – all items
on a list provided by the Diocese of Mississippi. A group of eight
people plans to make a four-day mission trip to the Gulf Coast Oct.
21-24. They’ll take the supplies and help where needed. They also
plan at least two more similar trips, at Christmas and in Lent.
The trustees of the diocese gave a $5,000 grant to offset
traveling expenses. Calvary expects to present $10,000 cash
from its own coffers to support ministry in the area.
What can your church do? “Vestries can free up money to
support mission trips and enable skilled workers to help rebuild
the area,” suggests the Rev. Jason Leo, rector at Calvary.
With a capacity of 25,000 pounds, Calvary is accepting donations
from throughout the diocese as well as from other groups, including
University of Cincinnati organizations and Boy Scout troops. Any
congregation wishing to donate items can find the list on the diocese’s
website, www.episcopal-dso.org, under Hurricane Relief. Donations
must be brought to the church, 3766 Clifton Ave., 513.861.4437.
■ Christ Church Cathedral, with the support of the diocesan
youth program, is hosting an “Urban Revival” weekend Nov. 1113. Youth are invited to collect donations and goods with their
local youth group, and then bring the supplies to the Cathedral
where they will be packed, loaded and shipped to the Gulf Coast.
The supplies will be presented and blessed at the diocesan-wide
Eucharist at the Cathedral on Nov. 12, the day after convention in
Cincinnati. In addition to collecting supplies, the youth will join
thousands of volunteers across Greater Cincinnati to help the elderly and shut-ins prepare their homes for the winter. Youth should
register online at www.dsoyouth.org/.
■ Many congregations in the Diocese of Southern Ohio
have taken up special collections for Episcopal Relief &
Development on behalf of Hurricane Katrina victims. Please
continue to support ERD and the victims financially. It will be
months and years of rebuilding, and folks on the Gulf Coast
are still sorting through the devastation. They will eventually

need teams to clean and build, but right now, they need money.
“Sometimes God doesn’t call you to do what you want,”
said the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust, canon to the ordinary.
“Sometimes God calls you to do what is needed. And what’s
needed is to send money and to pray.”
Southern Ohio congregations already have been generous.
In response to the tsunami in Southeast Asia at the end of
2004, congregations in the diocese contributed $195,000 to
ERD from January thru June, more than seven times the
amount donated during the same period last year. The number
of donors jumped from 144 to 675 in that same time.
■ The diocese also encourages congregations to translate
the energy and desire to help in the Gulf Coast and into action
on a local level. Significant national resources will be diverted to the Gulf Coast, Zust said, leaving gaps in services in
Southern Ohio communities. Already food pantries are seeing
a shortage in supplies. Organize a work day in the community, assist at a feeding program and donate clothes to a shelter.
In addition, the diocese is developing plans for a diocesanwide response next spring. After the headlines about the disaster fade, tremendous work will await the Gulf Coast communities. So that the diocese can organize and coordinate relief
efforts, please let us know what your congregation is doing.
For instance, the youth group at Christ Church, Ironton, held
a car wash to raise money for victims – and would like to do
more, perhaps teaming up with some other groups for additional fundraisers. Contact: the Rev. Dcn. Sallie Schisler,
740.354.4700 or dickandsallie@adelphia.net
St. John’s, Worthington, is sending prayer shawls to the Gulf
Coast and wonders if other knitters across the diocese would
like to participate. Contact: Betsy Buchal-Condon,
614.846.5180 or KCONDON3@columbus.rr.com.
Send those reports to Richelle Thompson at richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio
45202.

RESOURCES
A Prayer for Rescue,
Recovery, Rebuilding
Written by the Rev. Barbara Cawthorne
Crafton
O gracious God, we will never understand the sorrows of the world, but by your grace we will not
turn away from them. Renew and sustain in us the
spirit of love that crosses miles. Cheer and encourage those who labor to help the injured, the
homeless, the hungry and those in despair. Bless
and soften the hearts of those who would take
advantage of tragedy for their own profit, that they
may come to know where true joy is to be found.
Unite us in prayer with all those who look for help,
and use us to come speedily to them with the
things that they need. We ask these things in your
own most holy Name. AMEN.

Photo by Matt Davies, ENS
ABOVE: St. Mark’s, Gulfport, after the
hurricane swept the church building away, leaving only the foundation. The congregation held services outside the next Sunday.
RIGHT: St. Mark’s before
Hurricane Katrina.

After Katrina: Help and Hope:

"THE CHURCH IS STILL STANDING, SLAB OR NOT."
THE REV. EDWARD O'CONNOR, RECTOR OF ST. PETER'S BY THE SEA, MISSISSIPPI
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The 20-minute DVD by Episcopal Media Center is
a teaching and information resource for use by
churches, Sunday school classes, and other
groups seeking guidance for ways to help in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. The presentation
offers on-the-scene video of recovery efforts,
focusing on the early responses of ERD and five
area bishops representing the Episcopal Church.
The video and accompanying discussion guide
help participants wrestle with such questions as
"Where is God?" and "What should I do?"
Order at www.episcopalmediacenter.org/
Diocese of Louisiana: www.connectdola.org
Diocese of Mississippi: www.dioms.org
Episcopal Church: www.episcopalchurch.org

NOTABLE

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Cincinnati West
Parishioners at Christ Church, Glendale,
enjoyed a trip on a dinner train in September.
The Whitewater Valley Railroad runs a dinner
train from Metamora, Ind., to the Laurel Hotel
and Restaurant in Laurel, Ind., a town of about
200. The railroad is built on the horse towpath of
the old Whitewater Canal.
The Community Life Ministry at St. Stephen,
Cincinnati, collected donations of school supplies for students at Duvall School. They were
able to fill six boxes full of supplies for the children.
Collections of school supplies at St. James,
Cincinnati, netted 130 full pencil boxes plus lots
of extra erasers, pencils, pens, crayons, colored
pencils, markers and other miscellaneous items
for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade students at Central
Fairmount School.

Cincinnati East
With a goal of promoting a sense of family
and friendship within their Sunday School classes, Indian Hill Church has changed the name
from “Sunday School” to “Sunday Families.”
While featuring Bible studies and learning activities, the focus will be on group building. The
celebration and kick-off of the Sunday Families
began with a potluck chicken luncheon. In addition to great food, everyone was asked to share
their summer vacation stories.

Dayton
The outreach program at Christ Church,
Xenia, has begun funding youth camp assistance
through the Sam Kidd Camp Scholarship Fund.
Each year, the fund will award a $110 summer
camp scholarship to one youth applicant. The
scholarship is named for the late Sam Kidd, a
longtime parishioner of Christ Church who had
a passion for young people and believed they
were an integral part of the church. Mr. Kidd
often sent notes of encouragement and birthday
cards to kids in the parish, and saved and cut out
any newspaper articles he saw about any of the
young people.
Christ Church, Dayton, made a $500 donation to Heifer International from funds made at
last year’s Waffle Shop. The donation enables the
purchase of two pigs, two trios of rabbits, two
gifts of bees, two flocks of chicks and two flocks
of ducks bound for South Africa, El Salvador,
Cameroon, Central America and China. Ten

Ginny Rogers, St. Mary, Hillsboro, was recently honored
by the Highland County District Hospital at their volunteer
luncheon for more than 30 years of service as the hospital gift
shop manager.
Kathy Willis, St. Andrew, Pickerington, has published a
novel titled Dreaming a Life.
Bethany Miller, Good Shepherd, Athens, was the only
freshman chosen for the girl’s soccer team at Athens High
School.
Joyce Young, St. George, Dayton, received the David H.
Ponitz Honorary Alumni Award from the Sinclair
Community College Alumni Association. The award is presented to an outstanding non-Sinclair graduate who has made
a significant contribution of time and talent to the college and
the community.
Drue Schultz, St. Paul, Logan, has recently been recognized for 15 years of service to students in the Logan Hocking
School District. He was also honored as a nominee for
Outstanding Faculty Member in the school district.

families around the world will benefit from this
generous donation. Speaking of Waffle Shop, it’s
coming up Nov. 8-11.

Columbus
The Church of St. Edward, Whitehall, hosts
a Bible Reflection in Spanish every Tuesday
evening at 7 p.m. Participants include native
Spanish speakers as well as those with limited
language skills. The hour-long scripture circle
also comes with a free meal! If you are interested in being a part of the mestizohio church planting, contact Hispanic missioner Richard Korn at
614.291.8720.
Breakfast with the Rector is a new program at
St. Mark, Upper Arlington. Small groups of
parishioners will join the rector, Vicki Smith,
one Sunday a month for breakfast and a chance
share their hopes and concerns about the church
in a smaller, intimate setting.
The Great Episcopal Chili Cook-off, supporting St. John’s Community Ministries at St. John,
Columbus, will be held Oct. 29 from 6 to 9 p.m.
at the Mount Carmel School of Nursing.
Admission is $5. There will be trophies awarded
to the best chili chefs, a silent auction and other
entertainment throughout the evening. For more
information, call St. John’s at 614.221.9328.
The Newcomers Commission at St. Nicholas
of Myra, Hilliard, held a bake sale this summer,
raising more than $300 to purchase coffee mugs
with the St. Nicholas logo. The mugs are used in
their church welcome bags, as well as for gifts,
rewards and for sale to the congregation.
A new Stewardship Covenant Group has
formed at St. Alban, Bexley. The group plans to
study the issue of stewardship, reflect and pray
together about stewardship in their lives and
assist the stewardship committee of the vestry.
They also plan to help institute a year-round
stewardship campaign.
The fifth annual craft fair at St. Andrew,
Pickerington, will be held Oct. 8 from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the church, 8630 Refugee Road.
There’s always lots of great crafts and food. For
more information, call 614.837.6841.

Miami River
Fifteen teens and four adult chaperones from
St. Anne, West Chester, made a spiritual pilgrimage to England over the summer to discover their Anglican heritage. The pilgrimage was

the culmination of four years of spiritual and
group formation in the Journey to Adulthood
program at St. Anne’s.
St. Francis, Springboro, celebrated 25 years
of ministry on St. Francis on Oct. 2. The Frantastic Fun Fest included a Saturday golf outing,
carnival for the kids and dinner with silent auction. Festival Eucharist was celebrated at both
Sunday services the next day.

Northwest
St. Paul, Greenville, held their annual Hog
Roast in September. The menu included a pork
sandwich, coleslaw, baked beans, chips, applesauce, Texas sheet cake and a beverage. Yum!
There was also musical entertainment provided
by the Benelski Trio.
The third Saturday evening of each month at
Trinity, Newark, features pizza and games in the
Red Room. The informal gatherings give Trinity
parishioners a chance to become acquainted
with their new rector, the Rev. Steve Carroll.

Ohio River
Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park, is
offering three trial-run dates of a new worship
experience that will begin next year. “The
Banquet” will be held in the Great Hall at 10
a.m. on October 9, November 13 and December
11. A non-traditional service that encourages the
participation of children and youth, The Banquet
is not a children’s service but a service for God’s
Children of all ages. It will be a more informal
version of the Rite II Eucharist, where parts of
the service such as the reading may be omitted to
give time for a dramatic or experiential reading
of Scripture. Interactive sermons directed to a
multigenerational congregation will often
include children. Music will be a combination of
traditional hymns and contemporary music. For
more information, contact worship@redeemercincy.org.

Scioto River
It’s peanut brittle time at St. Andrew,
Washington Court House! During the month of
October and November, parishioners at St.
Andrew will mix, stir, stretch and bag their delicious homemade peanut brittle. And it’s for sale!
Contact St. Andrew’s at 740.335.2129 for
details.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese?
Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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ENS: A new TV drama featuring the struggles of an
Episcopal priest with family, church politics and Jesus, his
mentor and friend, and even his own nagging reliance on
painkillers, is planned for the NBC 2005-2006 mid-season
line-up.
“This challenging new series is our first announced
drama for mid-season as we continue to seek different, outof-the-box projects," said Kevin Reilly, President, NBC
Entertainment, when announcing the new series.
“‘The Book of Daniel’ is bold and surprising storytelling told by a great cast led by Aidan Quinn,” Reilly
added.
The new series also offers the Episcopal Church a rare
product placement opportunity. In 2004, the value of television product placements (a product or brand name inserted
for marketing purposes into entertainment fare) increased
by 46.4 percent over the year before, to $1.88 billion,
according to the research firm PQ Media.
A pilot episode for “The Book of Daniel,” was filmed at
All Saints Church, Pasadena, where Quinn portrays Daniel,
a young, liberal priest and father who clashes frequently
with his conservative bishop, Dr. Beatrice Congreve,
played by Ellen Burstyn.

S C H O L A R ’ S
Why do we pray for “your holy Catholic
Church” and say we believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic church when we are
not Catholics? We are not under the Pope.We
are Protestants.
Many people in churches where the
Nicene Creed is said have puzzled over
the same thing, thinking it referred to
the Roman Catholic Church. But the
denomination the Pope heads does not
have a monopoly on the word
“catholic.” It was used by all (orthodox
as opposed to heretical) Christians long
before there was a separate Roman
Catholic Church.
Our English adjective “catholic” is a
transliteration of the Greek adjective
katholikos, which meant “general” (as
opposed to particular). Katholikos, in
turn, was derived from the adverb
katholou (composed of the preposition
kata “concerning” + the noun holos
“the whole”), which meant “on the
whole, generally.”
So “catholic” meant “as a whole” (as
opposed to individual component
parts), and then “universal, everywhere.” Early Christian writers such as
Ignatius of Antioch (the first Christian

The series, set in upstate New York, also features Quinn’s
frequent conversations with Jesus, played by actor Garrett
Dillahunt. Among his parishioners is long-time actress and
comedienne Phyllis Diller.
The Rev. Susan Russell, an associate rector at the
Pasadena parish, said the plot for the series is hopeful.
“It is one more indicator of how much issues of faith and
religion are ‘in,’ right now,” said Russell, who is also
national Integrity president.
“How cool is it that a progressive Episcopal priest has a
shot at being a prime-time drama protagonist,” she added.
“How surprising might it be to many who tune in to find
out there actually is a church where women can be bishops
– clergy can be human – and there’s enough Good News
around to extend to everybody?”
The show’s producer and writer is Jack Kenny, a Julliard
graduate and former professional actor. He has collaborated on “Dave’s World,” “Caroline in the City,” and co-wrote
“Titus.”
Russell noted that, in her conversations with Kenny, he
indicated that he wanted to focus on places where “faith
and life and family connect, particularly through an
Episcopal lens.”

C O R N E R

selves to distinguish
themselves from the
(as they saw it)
b r e a k - away
Latin Church,
which
had
adopted some
beliefs and practices which the
Eastern Church
disagreed with.
So the word
“catholic” has two meanings. It refers
to the church under the Pope. It also
refers to the entire Christian Church
across the world (but not the heretics).
When the Nicene Creed was written
(in 325, revised and expanded in 381),
the Christian Church was still whole
and undivided, and there wasn’t yet a
separate Roman Catholic Church. So
the Nicene Creed is not referring to the
Pope’s Church but rather the second
(actually earlier) meaning of the universal, whole Church everywhere.
One concluding thought: when the
Nicene Creed was written there was
truly one, united Christian Church that
shared the same beliefs though there
were regional differences in practices.
Christian unity was real in that all
Christians whether in Spain or Greece

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

to use the word katholikos to describe
the Church) seem to use “catholic”
with the meaning of “universal, everywhere,” as opposed to the heretical
churches that constantly were cropping
up in various places but did not represent the opinions of the vast majority of
Christians across the world (the
Church-at-large).
Another word which the Great
Church used to describe itself was
“orthodox,” meant simply “doctrinally
correct” (literally “straight/correct
opinion”), as opposed to the heretical
Christians.
Both words were used by the entire
Catholic/Orthodox Church in the early
centuries. But when the Western and
Eastern parts of the Church drifted apart
slowly over centuries for many reasons,
the word “catholic” was “picked up” by
the Western, Latin-speaking Church centered in Rome, while the Eastern churches chose the word “orthodox” for them-
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or Ethiopia considered themselves part
of one, big, universal (catholic)
Church. In our day, Christianity is
divided into many churches, many of
which do not recognize people in other
churches as being in the True Church
or as being real Christians. According
to the World Christian Encyclopedia,
there are 34,000 separate Christian
churches/denominations in the world
today. Christian unity today is greatly
impaired by these divisions, to say the
least. When we speak of God’s “one,
holy, catholic and apostolic church,”
we have to content ourselves with giving those words a “spiritual” sense (one
in spirit, we would hope) because practically many Christians have “written
off ” other groups of Christians and
will not acknowledge them as brothers
and sisters in Christ. We have separated into our exclusive, private enclaves
of True Believers and made the unity of
the originally undivided catholic (universal) Church a dim memory unlikely
ever to be regained.
The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,
Episcopal life and other religious subjects. Send questions to 2146 Cameron
Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631
or at gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

RESOURCES

CALENDAR

REST IN PEACE

October
4-8 – Miniversity at Procter Camp & Conference Center. See www.episcopaldso.org, Ministry Resources or contact the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust at
513.421.0311.
6 – Gathering of Presbyters and Deacons, at Procter Camp & Conference
Center.
7-9 – Deacons' School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center, Wing A. Contact:
Kay Sturm at 800.461.8424
9-11 – Clergy and Spouse Gathering at Deer Creek State Park.
10 – Stewardship Committee meeting, at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 6
to 9 p.m. Contact: Fran Stanton at 513.542.4908.
11 – Dayton Deanery meeting at St. Christopher, Fairborn. Potluck supper at 6
p.m., meeting begins at 7 p.m. Contact: Provost Randy Young at 937.271.3150.
12 – Commission on Congregational Life meeting at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact: Chair Pat Ellertson at
740.826.4270.
12 – Interns meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev.
Canon Walt Mycoff at 513.421.0311.
15 – Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact:
Vice President Chips Lanier, chips-lanier@woh.rr.com.
15 – Sexual Misconduct & Abuse Prevention Training at St. Thomas Episcopal
Church, 100 Miami Avenue, Terrace Park. Pre-registration and pre-payment is
required. Contact Mary Williams or Geri McDaniel at the diocesan office at
513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712. To register and/or pay online, click on
Administration, Misconduct Prevention. The cost of training is $15, which
includes materials and lunch. Payment should be mailed to Mary Williams,
Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati 45202. Make
checks payable to Diocese of Southern Ohio. Training is required of all clergy,
Eucharistic Visitors, Stephen Ministers, employees of a church, youth ministers,
counselors, volunteers, or any other lay person who interacts or has care of children.
20 – Church Planter meeting, 10 a.m. at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: the Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff at 513.421.0311.
20 – Affirmative Aging Luncheon at Procter Camp & Conference Center, noon.
Contact: the Rev. Nancy Hardin at 937.653.3497.
22 – SMCAP Training will be held at St. Patrick Episcopal Church, 7121
Muirfield Drive, Dublin. Pre-registration and pre-payment is required. See registration information above.
23 – Pre-convention hearing, 7 p.m. at St. James, 155 N. Sixth Street,
Zanesville. Because of the shorter, one-day convention, the pre-convention
meetings will serve as the formal hearings for proposed resolutions, the budget
and other matters to come before convention. Delegates are encouraged to
attend. Diocesan staff and others will be on hand to answer questions.
25 – Pre-convention hearing, 7 p.m. at St. Mark's, 456 Woodman Drive, Dayton.
26 – Pre-convention hearing, 7 p.m. at St. Alban's, 333 S. Drexel Avenue,
Bexley.
27 – Pre-convention hearing, 7 p.m. at St. Timothy's, 8101 Beechmont Ave.,
Cincinnati (Anderson Twp.)
27-28 – Commission on Ministry retreat, Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: the Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff at 513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712.
29 – Diocesan Event on Christ Plays in 10,000 Places, 9:30 a.m. at Procter
Camp & Conference Center.
30 – Pre-convention hearing, 4 p.m. at St. Paul's, 33 E. Main Street, Chillicothe.

November

The Rev. Walter R. Bouman, professor emeritus at Trinity Lutheran
Seminary and theologian-in-residence for the Diocese of Southern Ohio in
2003-04, died Aug. 17. He was 76. He was at his home surrounded by family, his pastor and a number of friends. He had been diagnosed with terminal
cancer in the spring.
The Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr., bishop suffragan of Southern Ohio, noted that
although Bouman “remained an ordained Lutheran Pastor, Walter was definitely
‘one of us.’His work with Robert Wright in laying the groundwork for the document
that would come to be known as ‘Called to Common Mission’ led the way for our
common ministry with the Lutheran Church. Many of our clergy benefited from his
classes at Trinity Seminary. During his nine months as our theologian in residence,
he preached or taught in the majority of our congregations. He was certainly a modern-day theologian of immense importance. He will be greatly missed.”
Survivors include his wife, Janet; three sons; three grandchildren, a brother
and sister, and numerous nieces and nephews. A service of Baptismal
Renewal and Resurrection was commemorated at the Gloria Dei Worship
Center, Trinity Lutheran Seminary.
Memorials may be sent to: The Walter R. and Janet A. Bouman Chair in
Church Music, c/o Trinity Lutheran Seminary, 2199 E. Main St., Columbus,
OH 43209-2334.
The Rt. Rev. James Russell Moodey, 72, died Sept. 5 at his home in
Damariscotta, Maine. The cause of death was metastatic kidney cancer.
Bishop Moodey spent both his career and his life in ministry to others. In 1993
he retired as the ninth bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio, a position in
which he served for 10 years. Prior to his consecration as a bishop, he served
for 26 years in parish ministry, beginning in 1958 as an assistant to the rector
at Christ Church, Cincinnati, where he met and married Penelope Hall.
Memorial gifts may be sent to: The Moodey Funds, The Maine Community
Foundation, 245 Main Street, Ellsworth, Maine 04605.

CONGREGATIONS & CLERGY
Clergy:
The Rev. Trevor Babb of the Diocese of Connecticut has accepted the call
to serve as rector at St. Simon, Lincoln Heights. He begins Dec. 1.
The Rev. Frances Twiggs, longtime supply at St. Anne’s, West Chester, has
accepted a call to serve as rector of St. John’s, New City, New York. She begins
in December.
The Rev. Joanna Leiserson has accepted the call to serve as canon for
Christian formation at Christ Church Cathedral. She begins this fall.

Congregations in the search process:
Beginning process: St. James, Westwood; Trinity, Troy; St. Anne, West
Chester; St. Peter, Delaware
Receiving names: Good Shepherd, Athens; St. James, Columbus; Holy
Trinity, Oxford;
Interviewing: Ascension, Middletown; All Saints, Portsmouth; St. Luke,
Marietta
For information, contact the Canon Vicki Zust, canon to the ordinary, the Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412
Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Phone: 800.582.1712. E-mail: vicki_zust@episcopal-dso.org.

VISITATIONS
October

4-6 – Deacons' School, at Procter Camp & Conference Center, Blanchard
Commons. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.461.8424
10 – Retirement banquet for Bishop Thompson at Millennium Hotel in
Cincinnati. By invitation only.
11 – 131st Diocesan Convention at the Cincinnati Convention Center.
11 – Evensong at Diocesan Convention at Christ Church Cathedral.
12 – Festival Eucharist, 10 a.m. at Christ Church Cathedral.
14 – Stewardship Committee meeting, at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 6
to 9 p.m.
16 – COCL meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
17 – Church Planter meeting, 10 a.m. at Procter Camp and Conference Center.
Contact: the Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff at 513.421.0311
17 – Episcopal Community Services Foundation meeting at Procter Camp &
Conference Center. Contact: Ariel Miller at 513.221.0547.
19 – SMCAP Training will be held at St. Paul’s, Main & Culver Streets, Logan.
Pre-registration and pre-payment is required. See above for registration information.
19 – Evangelism Commission meeting at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: the Rev. Jeffrey Queen at 513.677.1777.
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NEWS

A L B R I C I A S
La clave para entender el desarrollo del
Cristianismo en gran parte del mundo
Hispano es el reconocer la mezcla de las
influencias africanas, nativo-americanas y
europeas. Dado que la teología Episcopal
se expresa en su vida litúrgica, el alcance a
los Latinos se centra en una mezcla fina de
estas influencias en la alabanza. En cierto
sentido, combinar estos aspectos debiera
ser fácil dada la humanidad común de un
Dios trinitario. Por otra parte, el
conocimiento litúrgico se adquiere y
mejora en la danza del dar y recibir.
En donde se establece una nueva comunidad de iglesia, se espera que los pioneros
construyan junto a las piedras litúrgicas
vivas que ya existen. Simultaneamente,
deben de tener sus ojos y oidos abiertos a
nuevos ritmos culturales que retan continuamente. En términos callejeros diriamos:
“Vamos a intercambiar nuestras ideas
acerca de Dios a través de nuestra música
y canto al Senor”; ciertamente, no
podemos sobrestimar la importancia de la
música y el canto como parte de una
invitación a la Iglesia Episcopal.
Afortunadamente, el Himnario es un volumen que esta disponible y ofrece una variedad de himnos tradicionales y contemporáneos de diversos estilos, armonías y
ritmos característicos de diferentes
regiones de Latinoamérica.

A MISSION
MINUTE
Want to be an armchair missionary
this month?
Try these possibilities: Support various outreach
opportunities. Your
congregation has
projects. Your local
food pantry always
needs help with
food and money.
You could volunteer
to help in the
church nursery!
Another option:
Send a note of
encouragement to
our missionaries –
Michael and Anita
Dohn (both doctors) at Apartado
509, San Pedro de
Macoris, the
Dominican
Republic.
Pray for the mission of the church.
Use your own prayer
or look at #16
found on page 257
of the Book of
Common Prayer.
Pray for members of
Christ’s family in
your congregation.

Sin embargo, además de DICK
tener acceso al himnario en
Español y a otras fuentes pub- KORN
licadas de cantos, el Ministerio
Latino Episcopal debe pensar
en reclutar, entrenar y compensar a músicos competentes. El
reclutar músicos Latinos talentosos y el reconocer sus talentos únicos es el primer paso
para enriquecer nuestra
plantación de iglesia. El reclutamiento ha comenzado.
Aunque algunos músicos Latinos locales
tienen poca experiencia en música sagrada tradicional y moderna, un entrenamiento constante es necesario para
explicar las diferentes partes de la celebración litúrgica. Finalmente, la compensación, una dificultad para muchas congregaciones pequeñas, quizás se tenga
que afrontar eventualmente para implementar, con justicia, este elemento escencial de un plan pastoral comprehensivo.
Albricias es una contribucion ocasional
que ofrecera noticias del Ministerio
Latino en la Diocesis del Sur de Ohio.
Para mas informaciones, llame al Centro
de Ministerio Episcopal Latino en 614291-8720 o mande correo electronico
al simbolico@aol.com.

Key to understanding
Christianity’s development in
much of the Hispanic world is
to recognize the interplay of
black, Native American and
European influences. Since
Episcopal
theology
is
expressed in its liturgical life,
outreach to Latinos naturally
centers on a fine mixture of
these influences in worship. In
one sense, bridging these
backgrounds should be easy in
light of a common humanity relating to
a Trinitarian God. On another level,
liturgical literacy is acquired and
enhanced, in the dance of give and take.
When an entirely new church community is being planted, pioneers are
expected to build upon the living liturgical stones already in place.
Simultaneously, they would need to
have eyes and ears open to new cultural rhythms that challenge continuously.
In street terms, I might say, “Let’s
exchange our ideas about God through
our singing and praying to the Lord.”
Certainly we cannot overestimate the
importance of music and singing as
part of an invitation to the Episcopal
Church. Fortunately, the Himnario is a
volume already available and offers a

variety of traditional and contemporary hymns from the diverse styles,
harmonics and rhythms characteristic
of different regions of Latin America.
However, besides having access to
the Spanish hymnal and other published
singing sources, Episcopal Latino
Ministry must think about recruiting,
training and compensating competent
musicians. Recruitment of musically
talented Latinos and recognition of their
unique gifts is the first step in enriching
our church planting. Recruitment has
begun. Although some local Latino
musicians have limited experience in
traditional and modern sacred music,
ongoing training is called for in terms of
explaining the various components of
liturgical celebration. Finally, compensation, a struggle for many a small congregation, may eventually and necessarily have to be faced in order to implement, with justice, this key element of
an overall pastoral plan.
Albricias is an occasional column
sharing and discussing Latino ministry
in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. For
more information, contact the
Episcopal Latino Ministry office at
614.291.8720 or by e-mail:
simbolico@aol.com

Public Policy Notes
ENS: Leaders of five mainline denominations have joined in
a renewed call on Congress to oppose cuts to programs serving
the poor in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. Congress had postponed consideration of the 2006 federal budget reconciliation
process, which would make deep cuts in programs that serve
the working poor, children and seniors.
“In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, it is clear that greater burdens on these programs such as Medicaid and the Food Stamp
Program will occur,” said John Johnson, domestic policy analyst in
the Episcopal Church's Office of Government Relations. “The leaders of the Episcopal Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, Presbyterian Church, USA, United Methodist Church and
United Church of Christ have consistently opposed cuts to vital programs serving the least among us included in this year's federal
budget.”
Earlier this year, Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold joined
with leaders of the other mainline denominations in calling the
President's FY '06 Federal Budget “unjust” and calling on
Congress to reject cuts proposed to vital programs for the poor.
“In light of the devastation resulting from Hurricane Katrina
and new poverty numbers from the U.S. Census Bureau,
Congress must reconsider our national priorities and recommit
itself to the values that Americans share in standing up for the
poor and disenfranchised in our country,” Johnson added.
Here is the text of the letter:
Dear Members of Congress:
September 13, 2005
As leaders of our respective denominations, we have long
sought an end to the injustices inherent in poverty. We have
never seen these injustices born out so vividly in our own country as in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. The devastation
wrought by Katrina has exposed the anguished faces of the
poor in the wealthiest nation on the planet. These faces, precious in the eyes of God, cause us to remember that racial disparities and poverty exist in almost every community in our
nation. They also compel us to set before Congress once again
our concerns for the FY '06 federal budget and its impact on
people living in poverty. With renewed urgency, we call on
Congress to stop the FY '06 federal budget reconciliation
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process immediately.
We believe our federal budget is a concrete expression of our
shared moral values and priorities. Congress rightly and quickly
responded in appropriating needed funds to ensure an adequate
initial response to Hurricane Katrina. Our denominations have
mobilized and are responding in prayer and financial support
and direct service to those in need. Yet, just as disaster struck the
Gulf Coast, the U.S. Census Bureau reported in very particular
detail that poverty in the United States is growing. The annual
report, Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the
United States: 2004 showed that 37.0 million people lived in
poverty in 2004, an increase of more than one million people
since 2003.
In April, during consideration of the budget resolution we
wrote to Congress that, "As we view the FY '06 Federal Budget
through our lens of faith this budget, on balance, continues to
ask our nation's working poor to pay the cost of a prosperity in
which they may never share." It is clear that programs such as
Medicaid and the Food Stamp Program that were slated for
cuts by Congress will in fact have greater burdens placed on
them as a result of Hurricane Katrina. These programs are not
simply entitlements or "government hand-outs," they represent
the deep and abiding commitment of a nation to care for the
least among us.
Believe us when we tell you that even before Hurricane
Katrina or the Census Bureau's report, neither we nor our
friends of other faiths had the resources to turn back the rising
tide of poverty in this country. The FY '06 reconciliation bill that
is working its way through the authorizing committees will send
more people searching for food in cupboards that, quite frequently, are bare.
We commit ourselves to working for economic policies
infused with the spirit of the One who began his public ministry
almost 2,000 years ago by proclaiming that God had anointed
him "to bring good news to the poor.”
Jeffrey S. Price is director of public policy for the diocese.
Contact him at 614.461.8429 or 800.461.8424 or
jeffrey_price@episcopal-dso.org.

NEWS
L O V E

S O N G

Finding meaning on – and
between – Prayer Book pages
At the end of the Ascension Day service, I gathered up my vestments and sermon notes and went
home. The next day, I discovered my prayer book
was missing. There was a happy ending; I found my
book a couple of days later, lying on a chair in the
chapel.
For an Episcopalian to lose a prayer book is serious stuff. For one thing, we usually are given prayer
books early in our life in the church, and as the years
go by, more and more memories are attached to
them. And then there are the things we put in them,
between the pages. I’ve used this prayer book for
about 25 years, and it has become a portable archive.
Here are a few of the items I’ve saved:
A poem, “Meditation on Psalm 88,” by an old
friend, Christine Fleming Heffner:
“When I lose my way
God will come another road, and reach me.
When I grope in the land of forgetfulness,
God will remember me.
When I no longer know who I am,
God will call me by name.
When darkness is my only companion
memories and old prayers will be stars
and in time, or beyond it,

someone will be sent,
bringing a lamp.”
Then there’s a photo of
my stepdaughter Molly as
a 10-year-old, holding my
infant goddaughter, Kate
on Kate’s baptismal day,
18 years ago.
A remembrance card
from the funeral for my
Uncle Bill.
A handwritten note
reading: “The Holy Spirit
is God speaking in our
hearts, moving us to seek
Him, and teaching us compassion.”
Scribbled notes: “Thomas Richardson, cavalry,
wagon maker, Perryville, Chickamauga, Lookout
Mountain.” This would be my great-grandfather.
Family tradition says that he began each work day
with a hot toddy.
A gem, written by Father Walter Burghardt in
Grace on Crutches: “Those of you who are ill or
crippled can expect to experience, in every fiber of
your being, the anguish, the tears, the daily dying,
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the sense of nothingness that fragile dust can never
quite escape. Yet your dust is literally electric with
God’s own life; your nothingness is filled with God’s
eternity. Your nothingness has Christ’s own shape.”
A clipping about the inscription on a memorial
stone in Liverpool Cathedral: “Here lies all that
could die of Robert Jones.”
A slip of paper with the names of a man and a
woman. This is a cheat note in case my mind goes
blank during a wedding service. It’s never happened,
but why take chances?
Pressed Kentucky mountain flowers—Fire Pink, a
favorite.
A yellowed “Peanuts” comic strip: Charlie
Brown’s little sister presents him with a gift from
camp, “an authentic imitation arrowhead.” She says,
“It was the cheapest thing I could find.” “How nice,”
says Charlie, “an authentic imitation sentiment.”
A prayer card from coworkers at Forward
Movement Publications, congratulating me on the
25th anniversary of my ordination.
Handwritten note: “Being a peacemaker is a hard
and deadly dangerous job. Our Lord Jesus said they
are blessed. But they often die by the hand of those

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Church conflict: Rules for fighting
A student of mine lived in a fraternity house at
Wittenberg last summer while she took a summer
course and worked on campus. Because there were
fraternity guys living there too, also taking summer
courses and working on campus, she got to see close
up how college guys live.
She did not mention any culinary or hygienic
details. She described with some amusement,
though, the different ways that college students in
fraternities and sororities deal with conflict. Guys
yell and punch each other, and then they go to a bar
together. Girls, she said, talk to everyone in the sorority about the conflict except the one with whom they
are fighting, and the resentment may simmer or boil
indefinitely.
When St. Paul was in prison awaiting trial, perhaps
already in Rome, two women, Euodia and Syntyche,
became embroiled in some sort of conflict in the
church at Phillipi. We don’t know what it was about.
Many commentators believe, though, that their discord was the occasion for St. Paul writing the “Letter
to the Phillipians.” His reference to them in the letter
suggests that they had been important co-workers
with him in the establishment of the Phillipian church
(Phillipians 4:2-3). Their conflict endangered the survival in unity of that church.
If Eudoia and Syntyche had been men, they might
have punched each other, and yelled, and then gone
to a bar. In fact, if adults weren’t supposed to have
outgrown such behavior, we might imagine that this
has happened numerous times throughout church
history without our ever hearing about it.
Luther stood before Emperor Charles V one day in

mid-April, 1521, in the city
of Worms, accused of heresy
and in danger of losing his
head. He shifted uncomfortably, swallowed hard and
said, “I cannot and will not
recant anything...I cannot do
otherwise. Here I stand. May
God help me.” What if they
had yelled at each other,
duked it out, and then gone to
a good German beerhaus?
St. Paul discusses two different sorts of conflict
in his epistles. One, for instance, in the first letter
to the church in Corinth, appears to have concerned people within the same church claiming
special rank or privilege because of who baptized
them. Evolutionary psychologists would have us
recognize such status rivalry as a fairly universal
trait of our species. Paul chastises the folks in
Corinth for making divisions where there should
be none.
In the other type of conflict, described in the letter
to the church at Galatia (and also somewhat differently in Acts 15), St. Paul himself went to the elders
of the church in Jerusalem to make the case that
Gentile converts need not be circumcised, the ancient
sign of covenant with God. Though this conflict
might well have torn the early church into two factions, one Jewish and the other Hellenistic, this intercommunity conflict was settled amicably, somehow,
by a council of leaders from different churches. A
bunch of men met face to face, discussed their dis-
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agreements, and reached a settlement that preserved
the unity of the early church.
In his letter to the church at Phillipi, St. Paul did
not direct Euodia and Syntyche to yell and punch
each other out and then go to a bar. He did not of
course suggest that they backbite and gossip against
each other. He did not even suggest that they agree to
disagree or that they reach a compromise which each
could at least tolerate.
Instead, he directed the believers in Phillipi “[to] be
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let
the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus....”
(Phillipians 2:2b-5). The model St. Paul then held up,
quoting an ancient hymn, was the self-emptying of
Christ on the cross. That is how we are to fight with
each other in the Church. We are to empty ourselves
and serve each other.
That may be more than we are up to on our own.
Personally, I’m all for a trip to a good beerhaus. I am
optimistic that Euodia and Syntyche got back together. And I will continue to hope that, even if on our
own we cannot empty ourselves as Christ did, at least
with a little help we can begin, in small ways, to serve
each other.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor and chair of the
Department of Philosophy, Wittenberg University.
His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.
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Picking up the pieces as faithful Christians
The range of emotions evoked by the past month
is huge. Practically all of us know someone who
was affected by the hurricane on the Gulf Coast.
The pain and suffering has been overwhelming for
those directly affected and has touched us all.
The tragedy of this natural disaster is compounded by the still raw emotions evoked by the
9/11 tragedy four years ago and the ongoing
losses being suffered in the Iraq war. Inevitably
in many conversations, the question arises:
“How long, Lord?”
When the World Trade Center and the Pentagon
were struck, we had a target for our anger. People
could unite on a “war on terrorism,” and we had
someone to blame. Many heroes emerged, ranging
from the passengers on the plane in Pennsylvania
to the police, fire and emergency personnel in New
York, many of whom died saving others. Even the
mayor of New York was a hero in his immediate
response.
This same concern over terrorism, coupled with
the atrocities of Saddam, have helped even those
who are in strong opposition to the conflicts in
Afghanistan and Iraq to at least rationalize that as
hard as the deaths of those wars are to bear, there
is some honor in them.
But the natural tragedy on the Gulf Coast is
a whole different matter. This is not the direct
result of an intentional act by another, so there
is no one to blame. Although there were countless acts of heroism surrounding this event, the
sheer terror and unbelievable horror created by
the hurricane produced some very unheroic
acts as well, such as the desertion of patients
in a nursing home. Instead of one hero emerging as the mayor of New York City did in 2001,
those in charge at all levels seemed to be at
odds with one another, and ultimately, ineffective. The lack of timely resources for rescue
and recovery led to cases where 19- and 20year-old National Guard troops had to make
life and death decisions of who to take and
who to leave behind when their helicopters
were full.

Now whole communities
are gone. People are uprooted. Lives are forever altered.
No matter how much government and private money is
made available, the recovery
and rebuilding will go on for
decades.
How do we make sense of
all this? Ultimately, some
things never make sense, but
I believe there are some principles we must hold.
First it is vital that we as
Christians remain secure in our understanding that
God did not cause this catastrophe. With no clear
focus of human blame, some may blame God. But
our faith is clear in its belief that there is a natural
course of God’s creation that is neither directed nor
determined by God for the purpose of inflicting
grief or sorrow upon humans. There are those who
may interpret God as a punisher in this way, but
this philosophy puts humanity in the center of life
and is not in keeping with the understanding of our
church. Instead, the role of God in such times is to
walk with those who suffer, supporting, upholding,
directing, comforting and redeeming them. That is
the God who is in our midst right now.
Just how does God do this? Through us! As the
baptized body of Christ, we can do no other than to
put forth ourselves to be the sources of support,
direction and comfort. There are many ways we
can do this. An important one is through our gifts
of money, time and talent. My daughter, way out in
California, has an Internet business selling custom-made clothes and crafts. She and her network
of other Internet crafters banded together and
offered some of their wares to raise money. They
set a goal of $1,000. In less than 24 hours, they
raised $13,000, and soon many other crafters
joined the effort. In no time, they transmitted thousands of dollars to the Red Cross. This is an important point, for it is vital that our work and aid goes
though recognized, professional channels such as
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the Red Cross, Salvation Army or Episcopal Relief
and Development. They are on the frontlines and
know how to leverage our aid in the right way.
Just as important is our prayer support. A whole
Interchange could be written on the power of
prayer, but suffice it for me to say that as a family
of Christ, we are called to hold one another up in
prayer and in this, we must be unceasing.
And finally, we must be in contact with those
who are most affected. There is a tendency to
feel abandoned, lost and forgotten when one’s
life is so turned upside down and everything
normal is swept away. Many are now far, far
away from home. We live in a mobile world, but
lots of the folks who are now thousands of miles
from home have never been away from home
before. Seek out those you know, and those you
don’t, and let them know you care.
The Diocese of Southern Ohio has already
sent immediate financial aid. A former priest of
this diocese, the Very Rev. David DuPlantier is
dean of the cathedral in New Orleans. Through
him, and the bishops of those affected dioceses
who are friends of Bishop Thompson and me,
we will be able to identify specific needs. In the
near future, when the immediate crisis has settled down and the long haul needs are evident,
there will be ample opportunities for us in
Southern Ohio to directly respond. Rest assured,
you will be called upon.
In the meantime, it is important that we continue
to go about our lives doing best what God is calling us do. Hopefully, as we do so, we will be just a
little more humble, a little more thankful and a
whole lot more aware of the transient nature of this
existence we call life. And by all means, let us keep
the channels between us and God clear, for we
never know when early lines may be blown away or
flooded out. May God’s blessing abound now and
always.
Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan of the
diocese. Contact him at 614.461.8429 or
800.461.8424 or bishop_price@episcopal-dso.org.

Please see pages 1, 2, 7-10 for more on Hurricane Katrina and ways to help.
LOVE SONG, FROM PAGE 14 much time to gladden the hearts of those who trav- wings so that we may not be as strangers to the
whose hearts are full of war, those who hate
peace...As we remember the saints today, let us
pray for Yitzak Rabin and for peace in the Middle
East.” Written, it seems, many years and so many
deaths ago.
A prayer I say each year on the anniversary of
my ordination.
A table grace: “We thank you, Father, for your
gracious gifts, and we pray that this meal may be
for us a holy communion.” I like this. The Shakers
and others considered every shared meal a holy
communion.
A charge our dean often gives before the final
blessing on Sundays: “My friends, as you leave,
remember that life is short, and we do not have

el with us, so be swift to love, and make haste to
be kind.”
A prayer to St. Raphael, the guiding archangel,
copied from the correspondence of author
Flannery O’Connor: “O Raphael, lead us toward
those we are waiting for, those who are waiting
for us; Raphael, angel of happy meeting, lead us
by the hand toward those we are looking for.
May all our movements be guided by your light
and transfigured with your joy.
“Angel, guide of Tobias, lay the request we
now address to you at the feet of Him on whose
unveiled face you are privileged to gaze.
Lonely and tired, crushed by the separations
and sorrows of life, we feel the need of calling
you and of pleading for the protection of your
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province of joy, all ignorant of the concerns of
our country. Remember the weak, you who are
strong, you whose home lies beyond the region
of thunder, in a land that is always peaceful,
always serene and bright with the resplendent
glory of God.”
And I find a temporary address for Mac and
Rosemary Kilduff, beloved friends who have since
died. A reminder that all addresses are temporary.
I could have bought another prayer book, but
these things are precious to me, and I would have
parted with them sadly.
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the
Diocese of Lexington and a former senior editor of
Forward Movement Publications.
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Walking for a cause
FROM PAGE 1
weather last spring, it turned out to be
a heart-warming family affair, with
seven mother/daughter pairs along
with their husbands, sons and other
supportive friends. Together, they
raised $2,000 for the event.
“The fact that it’s local, the beneficiaries are local, that really appealed to
me,” says Cunningham. “If I’m going
to do this, it’s going to do something
good for my neighbors.”

Relay for Life
The American Cancer Society’s
Relay for Life is an 18-24 hour
overnight community event, where
teams pledge to keep one member
walking the entire time. The money
raised by Relay for Life is used for cancer research and programs of the
American Cancer Society. It is held in
21 countries around the world and in
more than 4,400 communities in the
United States, including Springfield,
Urbana and Cincinnati.
When Relay for Life came to
Springfield in the late 1990s, members
of Christ Church knew they wanted to
get involved. Member Chris Wells says
there were a lot of people at Christ
Church who were living with cancer or
knew someone who was.
“It’s something we can do to help
others and remember those we’ve lost
to cancer,” Wells says. He’s been
involved almost every year with the
Christ Church team, supporting the
team by either walking or cheering
them on. And each year he’s there, he’s
stays for the entire 24 hours.
“It’s a personal thing,” he says. Since
his participation with Relay for Life
began, Wells himself was diagnosed
with chronic myelogenous leukemia.
The average size for a Relay team is
15 to 20 people. At Christ Church, the
policy is always “the more, the merrier,” Wells says. Anyone wanting to participate is welcome, whether as a walker or a fundraiser. And the youth are
always involved. This year, they sold
Christ Church bottled water at the
event, helping the congregation’s team
raise $1,800 for cancer research.
The Rev. David Allardyce, a retired
priest of the diocese living in
Cincinnati, travels each year to
Springfield to be a part of the Christ
Church team.
“I’m happy to participate,” says
Allardyce, a two-time cancer survivor.
He goes to Springfield to participate in
the relay because he has such a strong
bond with the parish, having served
twice as their interim rector. “I’m so
grateful that the Lord’s been good to
me.”
Allardyce’s daughter and son-in-law

Chris Wells of Christ Church, Springfield,
holds a luminary donated in his honor for
surviving leukemia. After dark, a ceremony
is held during which each person’s name
is read and the luminary lit. The luminaries
line the walking track and burn through the
night as a reminder of hope that one day
researchers will eradicate this disease.

Rob Harklau, who lives with Lou Gehrig’s Disease, spearheads a 75-member team that
raised $15,000 last year for research. Pictured here with his wife Patty and daughter
Halle, Harklau is a member of St. Luke’s, Granville.
also live in Springfield and help to
coordinate the Christ Church team.
The Rev. Nancy Hardin, assistant
priest for the Northern Miami Valley
cluster and chaplain at Mercy McAuley
and Mercy Memorial Medical Centers
in Urbana, had participated in the Relay
for Life in Urbana/Champaign County
through teams from her work. She
always enjoyed the “big team feeling”
of the relay.
In 2003, her mother was diagnosed
with breast cancer. Shortly thereafter,
she was asked to help organize a team
for the next Relay for Life.
“I moved from being a team member
to being part of the family of survivors,” Hardin says. “It gave me
tremendous purpose and drive.”
The all-night party atmosphere of
the relay attracts people of all ages.
Eric Taber, 15, of St. James, Westwood,
participated in the Relay for Life of
Hamilton County/West Side with a
team from his school as a service project in honor of a teacher who had cancer. His team raised more than $700.
Megan Murray, 13, also of St. James,
participated with a group of friends
whose mothers all walk on a team in
honor of a friend with breast cancer.
Her team of first-time walkers raised
nearly $1,400, finishing in seventh
place overall at their event.

Walk to D’Feet ALS
In its fifth year, the Walk to D’Feet
ALS will be held in 140 cities around
the country, including Columbus,
Dayton and Cincinnati. Some key participants in the Columbus walk this year
include members of St. Luke, Granville,
and St. Mark, Upper Arlington.
St. Mark parishioner Marilyn
Smith’s husband, Norman, was diagnosed with ALS in April 2000. ALS,
known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, is a
motor neuron disease that attacks
nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord.
There is no known cause, cure or prevention of ALS, and the average life
expectancy is two to five years from
diagnosis. Norman had been a very
health-conscientious and physically
active person – just two years earlier,
he had ridden his bicycle cross-country
to raise money for the Lung
Association. He died just seven months
after his diagnosis.
Marilyn immersed herself in the
work of the local ALS Association
chapter, and today she serves on the
board of trustees and as co-chair of the
Public Policy Advocacy Committee for
the Western Ohio Chapter, which covers 55 counties in Southern Ohio. The
Walk to D’Feet ALS raises money for
research and also for the local chapter
to provide patient services.
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Marilyn Smith, along with her son
Greg and daughter, Valerie Goettler,
and their families, began participating
with the first walk in 2001. Last year,
their team, Norman’s Cross-Country
Trekkers, with about 20 members,
raised $5,000 for ALS.
Smith’s co-chair of the Public Policy
Advocacy Committee is Rob Harklau, a
member of St. Luke’s, Granville.
Diagnosed with ALS in May 2000,
Harklau became involved with the ALS
Association immediately. He and his family have participated in the walk every year,
and today his team numbers about 75.
“We recruit everyone we can. We’re
shameless,” he laughs. Last year, they
raised just under $15,000.
The Walk to D’Feet ALS is not performance based, as many of the participants, ALS patients themselves, are
not very mobile. Walkers solicit donations for their participation. The walk
usually lasts about two hours, and there
are lots of donations of food and beverages for the walkers during the event.
Harklau says that since he doesn’t
get around much now, the walk is “a
nice, little reunion every year, a chance
to see people from work. It’s also nice
to see so many of the ALS people and
their families in one place together.”
Fun, food, friendship and camaraderie all play a part in attracting participants to the charity walk. But in the
midst of the fellowship arises the ability to raise much-needed funds for
some very worthy causes where alone
that might be difficult.
“It just takes one person to step up,
and everyone to gather around it,” says
Cunningham of St. Paul’s, Dayton. “A
little effort can go a long way.”

