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Churches energize campus ministries
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
Congregations in the Diocese of Southern
Ohio received two of only six grants awarded throughout The Episcopal Church to redevelop their campus ministries.
The Episcopal Church Office for Young
Adult and Campus Ministries awarded up
to $32,000 over two years to Holy Trinity,
Oxford, for work at Miami University, and
$52,000 to Church of the Good Shepherd,
Athens, for ministry at Ohio University.
General Convention budgeted $300,000 total

for campus ministry grants.
“I think one of the reasons we were funded is that we talked about a common ministry
approach and the necessity of creating good,
strong groups of lay leaders. We need to
have students and faculty reaching out to
other students and faculty and to develop less
priest-centered models,” said the Rev. Bill
Carroll, rector of Good Shepherd. “There’s
a whole generation that does not even know
the story they’re rejecting. We’re really introducing an entire generation to Jesus.”
Both congregations intend to use the grant
money to fund peer ministers and program

coordinators as well as to support special
events and mission activities.
Holy Trinity already has two project coordinators onboard. Joel and Mandy Zylstra
have been involved in the congregation for
about two years. Joel graduated in May with
a master’s degree in educational leadership,
while Mandy will finish her master’s degree
in December in kinesiology and health.
Their goal: To connect students to the
church through service.
Miami has numerous service opportunities, said Joel, but as a public school, few
are connected to faith. At the same time,

More
information,
page 5

the college-age generation tends to be very
altruistic, committed to giving back to their
community.
“One of the most powerful things you
can experience in your early 20s is to step
outside what you know the world to be
… That’s when some of those big questions arise,” said Mandy. “No longer do the
simple answers suffice. These service opportunities provide touch points for people to be
involved in church and the faith, opportunities for students to really struggle with hard

please see CAMPUS, PAGE 8

Avondale offers oasis
in food desert
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor

Ascension and Holy Trinity parishioners wash the potatoes they harvested on their mission trip to Good
Earth Farm in Athens. The farm will be one of the topics at the Mountain Grace Conference Oct. 9 in
Marietta. The conference highlights the future of the church in Appalachia, with talks on engaging youth,
planning mission trips and academic enrichment for community children.

Health educator Anita Brentley and parish nurse Phyllis Armstrong are
struggling to equip Avondale residents to survive in a food desert. It’s a
matter of life and death. Malnutrition fuels high rates of infant mortality
and chronic disease in the inner-city neighborhood.
A breakthrough collaboration of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, community leaders and Cincinnati non-profits is transforming the campus of
the former St. Michael’s and All Angels church to an oasis in that desert.
The Avondale Initiative is proving to be a crash course for Episcopalians on
how to join hands with an urban community to restore food security.
In 2008, when the dwindling St. Michael’s & All Angels congregation
disbanded, Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal vowed to make the grounds a hub
for community ministry. He invited other Avondale stakeholders to embark
on a mutual discernment of how best to put this asset to fruitful use.
Earlier that year, Aldi’s, the neighborhood’s last grocery store, announced
it would close its Avondale location. This crisis spurred Cincinnati City
Council to create a Food Access Task Force with Avondale as one of its
two top priorities.
Cincinnati’s Closing the Health Gap initiative, directed by former
Mayor Dwight Tillery, conducted a health status survey of Avondale residents in 2008, documenting the havoc wrought by malnutrition. Almost
40% of respondents reported having high blood pressure. Two-thirds of
the men and more than 75% of the women described themselves as overweight or obese.
Avondale is also ground zero for Cincinnati’s horrifying infant mortality rate:
10.9 infants die per 1,000 live births in 2007, compared to a 6.7% national rate.

Please see Avondale, Page 2

2

						

COMMON MINISTRY

New budget process employs common ministry

The end of another summer is fast approaching. For me, this
summer has been a Sabbath from travel: no move from New
Jersey to Ohio (three years ago), no Lambeth Conference (two
years ago), no General Convention (one year ago). Margaret and
I have clung close to home, and I am grateful for this change of
pace to finish some writing projects and to reflect on the coming year.
When I reflect on the coming year, here’s what is chiefly on
my mind. I am well aware of the financial strains that continue
to make life difficult for many of our congregations. And, as I
make my rounds around the diocese, I hear this question over
and over (either directly or between the lines): “What value
do we receive back from the money we pay for our Mission
Share?” This is a fair question. At the same time, I continue to
be impressed by the fact that most congregations want to be
involved in diocesan life and want to be part of developing that
life further. Record registrations at our camps (473 campers this
year) demonstrate this, as do the number of people (not counting delegates) who have expressed interest in attending diocesan
convention this November in Cambridge.
This tells me that we are at a decision point. Southern Ohio’s
desire for connection continues to be strong, but we all seek
confirmation that the connection we have honors all of our
members. We’ve talked a lot about transparency, leadership and
connection (TLC) over the last few years. As I’ve suggested, the
value of connection is not disputed by anyone. The questions I
receive all have to do with transparency and leadership. How
is Mission Share money spent? Does that spending further our
goals as a diocese? Who makes the decisions about those goals?
And how can those goals (and the resources allocated to them)
lift up and energize local congregations?

These are all questions we must
answer together: otherwise all our talk
of transparency and shared leadership
– to say nothing of connection – is in
vain.
This is why I am so pleased that
Diocesan Council is proposing a budget process for the next two years that
requires a great deal of conversation and
leadership on everyone’s part. Council
is faced with the likelihood that Mission
Share income will fall in 2011. Its
choice has been to cut various elements
of the diocesan budget arbitrarily, to impose a flat percentage cut
across the board, or to think outside the box. Council has chosen
to think outside the box. They are asking the entire diocese to
prioritize the programs that are funded by Mission Share, so that
there is real buy-in into our common work as a diocese. They
also want to know what people think the Procter Fund should
be supporting. Their hope is to come up with a budget that the
entire diocese can own.
Accordingly, at our convention this November the budget
committee will propose that the 2010 budget be carried forward as the 2011 budget, with this proviso, that a reconvened
convention on May 7, 2011, approve a budget for 2012 that
reflects the wisdom and will of the entire diocese. How will
this wisdom and will be ascertained? If the diocesan convention agrees, delegates and vestries will meet in December and
February to identify and prioritize diocesan goals and to sort out
which programs should be the responsibility of Mission Share
and the Procter Fund, respectively. I will convene a joint task

Bishop
Thomas E.
Breidenthal

force from Council and the Trustees of the Diocese to receive
this information, analyze it and make a recommendation to the
budget committee for the 2012 budget. This entire process will
be transparent. The recommendations of the deanery meetings
will be posted as will the recommendation of the task force.
All this will feed into the report of the budget committee to the
continuing convention on May 7, at which a new budget will
be adopted, as well as one of several proposed new methods for
assessing Mission Share.
This level of local involvement in the shaping and funding
of our diocesan priorities is a departure for Southern Ohio, but I
am confident we are ready for it. We all need to have a say and
a stake in the work we do for the spread of God’s kingdom. As
Episcopalians we are committed to the principle that we do this
work better together than separately, joining our diverse perspectives, talents and local connections so that we can speak together
with a united voice. Our tradition also teaches us that we will be
in better shape spiritually if we are carrying one another’s burdens
and sharing one another’s joys. This is what common ministry is
all about. I applaud this bold new budget initiative as an example
of common ministry as it relates to decisions about money.
I will be attending and convening all of our regional pre-convention hearings, and expect that these gatherings will provide
ample occasion to discuss this initiative. Everyone is welcome
at these meetings, and I hope to see many of you there. In the
mean time, I wish all of you every blessing as you wind up the
summer and head into a busy fall.
Clergy Day: Bishop Breidenthal invites all clergy to meet and
discuss the budget process changes on Sept. 9
at the Procter center. Register online.

Avondale Initative helps provide food security
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“Our families know that it’s important that they eat healthy
food, but there is nowhere they can go in the neighborhood to
buy it,” says Brentley, a parishioner of St. Andrew’s, Evanston,
and a part of the regional program Every Child Succeeds.
Her myriad responsibilities include providing support groups,
classes, and resources for pregnant teens and young parents with
children up to age three.
“There is not a single healthy eating establishment or grocery
store in the neighborhood,” Brantley continues. Convenience stores
offer nothing but junk food at “outrageous prices. It’s common for
items on the shelves to be past their expiration date.”
One of her greatest yearnings is to be able to give young
moms fresh fruit and vegetables to take home.
That’s where the potential of the Avondale Initiative has
begun to emerge.
Closing the Health Gap decided in 2008 to start a network
of community gardens in Avondale, and Bishop Breidenthal
offered the vast rolling campus on Reading Read. It’s centrally
located on the neighborhood’s major artery, on a bus line and
right next door to the community’s recreation center. The
Avondale Youth Council soon began gardening, with the church
building providing water.
Audrey Scott serves lunch twice a week at the facility, with
financial support first from Episcopal Community Services
Foundation and the Procter Fund and subsequently from Calvary
Church in nearby Clifton. Parish nurse Phyllis Armstrong, a deacon from Church of the Advent, and Barbara Syphax, a nurse

Want to help? You can be a part of the Avondale initiative,
through prayers, volunteering or financial contributions. Contact
the Rev. Canon Anne Reed at 513.421.0311 or areed@diosohio.org
from Calvary, Clifton, provide blood pressure screening to
guests at the twice-weekly lunches.
Inviting teens into the parish house for nutrition and cooking
classes was a natural add-on to the parish’s soup kitchen. Then
Closing the Health Gap began a farmer’s market on the front lawn.
Now job training programs are using the lawn and buildings.
“Kids who have been expelled from Cincinnati Public
Schools are learning construction here through Youth Build,”
explains the Rev. Jason Leo, rector of Calvary Church, who
has directed initial renovations of the former parish house. “The
building becomes their classroom, where they learn drywall,
electrical work, and so forth. Then they go on to six-month
apprenticeships with contractors.
In early August, Leo escorted members of the Good Earth
Mission and their new VISTA volunteer Lori Gromen on a tour
of the second floor of the parish house, which the teens had converted from a creepy, cobweb-filled attic into office and meeting
space that would look perfectly in place in Harvard Yard. “The
kids are very proud,” Leo says.
Social entrepreneur Bill Witten, who serves as a community
development consultant to the Avondale Community Council,
points out the proximity of Cincinnati’s regional teaching

hospitals and several nursing homes, all of which need food
service workers. An architecture professor and students from
the University of Cincinnati have completed plans for a commercial kitchen that the diocesan and community partners hope
to add to the parish house. It’s designed for teaching food prep
and canning.
Community stakeholders now want to add a greenhouse
to support many months of intensive growing, plus a permanent structure for a farmer’s market. Major institutions,
including the Community Action Agency and Cincinnati’s
Place Matters Initiative – a coalition of neighborhood nonprofits, capacity-building organizations like LISC, and major
community funders– are underwriting program staff and
materiel to make the facility a hub for locally-grown, fresh
food and career development.
This won’t be a cakewalk. This summer’s relentless heat
withered vegetable gardens throughout Avondale. Start-up funding for ambitious projects is easier to raise than ongoing operating support. It will take huge diplomatic skill to keep together
a team of stakeholders spanning an edgy alliance across race,
class and turf.
But it’s a courageous leap from emergency assistance to true
empowerment.
Ariel Miller is executive director of the Episcopal Community Services
Foundation. One of ECSF’s current priorities is to cross-pollinate by
sharing success stories that illustrate how Episcopalians are expanding their capacity to overcome poverty. Please contact her at ECSF@
eos.net with story leads.
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A letter from your Pittsburgh missionary
Although I am back for several visitations this fall and
The Rt. Rev.
will be with you for diocesan convention in Cambridge,
Kenneth L.
most of my time is now being spent in Pittsburgh.
Price Jr.
The Diocese of Pittsburgh is now a diocese of some
29 parishes. We have opened one new congregation this
year, and it will be recognized at Pittsburgh’s diocesan
convention in October. All of these parishes except one
are still worshipping in their original buildings, and
while not all have full-time clergy, the Eucharist remains
central, thanks to retired and part-time priests. We have
about 80 clergy (more than half are retired or extraparochial) and around 9,000 baptized members.
Recent court rulings have all been in favor of the Episcopal Diocese
of Pittsburgh, and thus we have just recently been able to disperse funds
that had been held in a joint investment account that was frozen when the
diocese split in 2008. That freeze placed a great hardship on many congregations, and thankfully, these funds are now released to support ministry in
those churches. Diocesan finds also are slowly becoming more available,
although a final court appeal by the Anglican Diocese of Pittsburgh will
not be considered until late fall or winter. So our funds are still somewhat
limited, partly because a full third of our annual budget is reserved for legal
matters. I remain very grateful for the Diocese of Southern Ohio, which
continues to subsidize my salary and ministry here. Your generosity allows
me to spend more time in Pittsburgh than I would otherwise. But just as
important, this linkage also gives me a good reason to return as often as
possible as your bishop suffragan and to share visitations in Southern Ohio,
which I always enjoy.
Pittsburgh is, in many ways, a diocese practicing common ministry at every
level. Only our administrative assistant and office manager is full time. I share
my time with Southern Ohio, our canon to the ordinary and canon for transformation also are parish priests, and our diocesan administrator/treasurer, bookkeeper, communications director and webmaster are all part-time employees
with other jobs. I have no dedicated secretary and am very thankful that Jane
continues as my executive secretary for House of Bishops, Bexley Hall seminary and all my Southern Ohio duties. Many of our large corps of dedicated
laity are new to their positions and give freely of their time and talent. Our
chancellor and the chair of our trustees, both of whom are practicing attorneys,
give an extraordinary amount of time, much of it gratis.
Trinity Cathedral continues to be shared by both the Episcopal and
Anglican dioceses, which sometimes makes for some interesting moments.
Bishop Bob Duncan of the Anglican Diocese and I coordinate large events
such as convention, renewal of vows and visitations, so as not to conflict.
Some of the Cathedral parishioners attend all diocesan services, regardless
of whether they are Episcopal or Anglican.
As was always my custom in Southern Ohio, I went to our camp this
summer to commission the counselors and found a whopping 75 of them.
Calvary Camp has 24 cabins and holds up to 175 campers in each of seven
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sessions (less in the family camps) and all were full – some with waiting lists.
The camp is a 2½-hour drive and sits on Lake Erie, but Mariann and I went
there several times and became infected with its vitality and spirit. It is only
a summer operation and functions with just three full-time staff members
between October and April. It is extremely rustic and a far cry from our
beautiful Procter Center, but it is just as beloved by those who, in some cases,
have been attending for five generations.
We are currently rebuilding many areas of diocesan life, including the
ordination process. Currently we have no one in seminary, and next year
we will be sending our deacon students to the school now being held jointly
between Southern Ohio and Ohio.
We have had an extraordinary amount of diocesan-wide events, and the
larger church (including Southern Ohio ) has been most generous in providing us with resources – people and leaders. Because of the large number
of these events, we recently held an all-diocesan calendaring day and more
than 30 groups or committees attended. We produced a master calendar clear
through 2011. That year we will be hosting the national Episcopal Urban
Caucus and sharing the hosting of a national Ecumenical Worship program.
This summer Mariann and I hosted in our home a series of six dinner
parties for all the clergy and spouses. All but 12 were able to attend one of
these gatherings. This fellowship and sharing is so important to our life that
we plan to continue such get-togethers.
This is a just a glimpse of our life since Mariann and I moved to Pittsburgh
in January. We still get back to Ohio at least once a month (and occasionally,
many times more) so we feel we live in two worlds. But beyond the litany
of facts about this diocese, there is a powerful story of God’s unfolding love
as manifested through countless acts of ministry, love and grace performed
by willing servants who have stepped up to answer God’s call at this time. I
know it is no secret to anyone reading this Interchange that we are so very,
very blessed in Southern Ohio with both monetary and people resources
and a highly expert professional staff. Over the past 16 years, I had almost
begun to take that for granted. I am delighted to see the emphasis on common
ministry that Bishop Breidenthal has brought to the diocese, for such shared
ministry breathes spirit and vitality in exciting ways. That energy and excitement of working together for common purpose is our life blood in Pittsburgh.
In many ways, it recaptures the vitality of the early church. Life in those early,
vibrant, apostolic communities leaps out at us from the pages of Scripture,
and I sense that same excitement for the Lord sweeping across the church as
I know and serve it today.
I am most grateful to Bishop Breidenthal for enabling my being able to
be away so much to answer this call at the present time, and for the people
of Southern Ohio for continuing to hold us up in prayer. The Diocese of
Pittsburgh is growing in strength and grace every day and instances of God’s
love abound. I miss my day-to-day encounters with our Southern Ohio family, but I am convinced I am doing God’s work. Mariann and I look forward
to seeing everyone at convention and catching up on your lives as well. God
bless you all.

Scout’s honor
The Rev. Dave Cottrill, retired priest assisting at St. Francis,
Springboro, served as a chaplain for the 2010 National Boy
Scout Jamboree in Virginia from July 25-Aug. 4. He discussed
with scouts their “duty to God” requirements for the Jamboree.
Two of the requirements were to meet a chaplain and to attend
a worship service of their choice. Some 45,000 Boy Scouts and
adult leaders from across the country gathered to celebrate the
100th anniversary of scouting in the U.S. They were joined by
eight patrols of scouts from troops around the world, including
Sweden, Japan and Egypt.
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Catechesis: A gift of wonder,
exploration, inspiration
Children
learn and
participate in
the traditions
of the church
during the
Catechesis
of the Good
Shepherd
program.

By Judy Gardner
Interchange contributor

Poet and educator Nikki Giovanni autographs her books
with children and staff at St. Monica’s Recreation Center in
Lincoln Heights, a Cincinnati-area community.

Noted poet
encourages students
By Evelyn Parker
Interchange contributor
Regulars at St. Monica’s Recreation Center in Lincoln Heights
enjoyed a triple treat on a recent summer day. The students gathered to enjoy hot dogs, cake and punch as well as to receive book
bags loaded with school supplies and to meet a special visitor.
Nikki Giovanni, distinguished professor of English at Virginia
Tech University and a renowned poet and educator, was joined
by her biographer and friend, Virginia Fowler, for a visit to
Cincinnati.
To the delight of Sr. Althea Augustine and Sr. Ann Margaret
from the Community of the Transfiguration in Glendale, Giovanni
and Fowler graciously dropped by her alma mater – from the
days when the center was St. Simon Elementary School.
Sr. Ann introduced the children to Giovanni and explained
her many honors and achievements. The poet was delighted
when seven little girls recited her work, “A Poem for Carol,” and
then gave her a beribboned stuffed cat commemorating Carol
from the poem. Students also recited each of her gifts from God:
mother, daughter, poet, friend, educator, historian, activist, writer
and humanitarian.
Sr. Althea is often identified as Giovanni’s godmother, but
she is not. That fact, however, does not affect the admiration she
holds for her former student. Sr. Althea encouraged the children
to read as much as they could.
“Reading can move you beyond Lincoln Heights to greater
achievements: books open doors.”
Giovanni spoke of her days at St. Simon, and how she has
never forgotten her roots. She noted other famous artists who
grew up in Lincoln Heights, such as actor Hari Rhodes and the
Isley Brothers singers. She reinforced the importance of reading
and its benefits.
The children also got a glimpse into her personal life. Giovanni
spoke of praying for grace when she developed cancer, her love
of tennis and how, in her dreams, she would have been tennis star
Venus Williams. She encouraged them to reach beyond where
they are now and to love and care for each other.
“Don’t let where you are now keep you from where you want
to be,” she said. To emphasize her point, she sang, “I Believe I
Can Fly.”
As Giovanni autographed books for the children, Sr. Ann
shared a tour of the center’s almost-completed attraction, “The
Zoo.” It is a wonderful fantasy mural of flora and fauna such as
you will find in a forest. Still to come are an arctic area for polar
bears and life-size stuffed animals.
Evelyn Park is a member of St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights.
Contact her at EvlPrk@aol.com.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, a Christian formation
program for children 3 -12 years old, is a blessing to the children of St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township. It is a gift of wonder, exploration and inspiration. Beginning in September, St.
Timothy’s will no longer hide this bright light of love under a
bushel! We are beginning a weekday program for children of
all faiths and inviting the community to join us.
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Christian formation process for children, in which they experience and
form an authentic, faithful relationship with God.
Catechesis seeks to offer children tools to fall in love
with God and remain in His love, to acquire a moral foundation—a deep understanding of self and others, and finally
to bring children to the moment when they choose to follow
Jesus. Using love as a starting point, the program illustrates
that life is about choices, and one of the goals is to help children prepare to make those choices.
Hebrew scholar and theologian, Sophia Cavaletti, in association with Montessori educator, Gianna Gobbi, developed
the program, which is now used around the world.

matched to child development levels.

  Relationship between God and child
Catechesis is based on the belief that God and the
child are in a relationship. There is a deep bond between
them that produces a desire to draw near to God. The
task of the catechist is to prepare the environment, make
the presentations that call forth a response and to help the
child live fully in the encounter with God. Together, both
adult and child develop the ability to listen as they ask
together, “God, who are you and how do you love us?”

The Atrium

Be still and wonder

The Catechesis program is presented in a designated area
called an “Atrium,” where all materials are child-sized to
allow maximum engagement. Using a story from the Bible, a
parable or an aspect of the church’s liturgical life, the children
are given presentations that help them explore the concept.
This is not telling the children who God is nor is it about
knowing all the answers. Children learn and practice practical life skills as well as matters of faith. There are geography
and history components to the program as well. Learning is

Children are bombarded with activity and sound throughout their daily lives. The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
gives children an opportunity to be still and to wonder about
their world. It is about an environment for the children,
where they are safe to wonder, to explore, and to develop the
answers for themselves.
Judy Gardner is the director of children’s spiritual formation at St.
Timothy’s, Anderson Twp.

St. Timothy’s, Anderson Twp., will offer two 10-week sessions of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd on Wednesdays.
The Level I course, for children ages 3 to kindergarten, will be offered from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Level II and III, for children in first
to sixth grades, will be offered from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Cost is $50 per child or $100 per family. Scholarships are available.
Class size is limited, and pre-registration is required. The program also will be offered on Sunday mornings.
Visit www.sainttimothys.com to learn more. To register, contact Judy Gardner at children@sainttimothys.com or
513.474.4445.

Adult formation: “Now what?”
Wednesday evenings in October again will be a contemplative time for parishioners and visitors to
St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township.
As part of its fall adult education programming, the church will offer weekly lectures by esteemed
Old Testament scholar, the Rev. Walter Brueggemann, who will help attendees explore the question
‘Now What?’ in the context of our ever-changing world.
This kind of change – and loss – can be life-altering on a personal level and make people long for
the familiar. In his weekly addresses, followed by a question-and-answer period, Dr. Brueggemann
will show how these troubling times echo the journey from exile to covenant.
Brueggemann, ordained in the United Church of Christ, is the author of more than 58 books
The Rev. Walter
and hundreds of articles and commentaries on the books of the Bible. He is known throughout
the world for his brilliant method of combining literary and sociological modes when reading Brueggemann
Bible. Brueggemann participated in Bill Moyers’ 1990s PBS television series on Genesis called Genesis: A Living
Conversation.
All are welcome to attend the free program each Wednesday evening in October from 7 p.m. to 8:15, followed by
Compline until 8:30 p.m. The series will begin Oct. 6 and includes complimentary childcare. An optional light dinner
will be served from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Information: 513.474.4445.
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Workshop offers tools to grow congregations
Details
What: Best
Practices: Strategies
for Congregational
Development
When: Oct. 16, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Procter
Center
Cost: $15 (includes
lunch)
Registration:
www.diosohio.
org, Search: Best
Practices or click
logo on homepage
Information: The
Rev. Canon John
Johanssen,
jjohanssen@
diosohio.org or
800.582.1712.

Noted author and church consultant, the Rev.
Tom Ehrich, returns to Southern Ohio twice this
fall to provide insight and tools to strengthen congregations.
Ehrich will explore membership development and
metrics – measuring the outcome of programs and initiatives – during the Oct. 16
conference, Best Practices:
Strategies for Congregational
Development.
Richelle
Thompson, director of communications for the diocese,
and Ehrich will present tactics and tools for effective
and innovative communications. Ehrich also will serve as the keynoter for
diocesan convention in November.
Clergy and lay leaders “presumably did not sign
on to preside at the funeral of their congregations
but to promote vitality and growth and a sense of
excitement,” said Ehrich, founder of the Church
Wellness Project and author of congregational
development books, blogs and columns. “Church
leaders want to know: How do we want to live?

Let’s start doing the things that work – and stop
doing the things that don’t.”
In his presentation on membership development, Ehrich will explore three
components: recruitment, retention
and transformation. The three need
to be held in balance, he said, with
specific strategies employed for
each.
For example, in recruitment,
churches should commit to visiting newcomers on the same day as
their visit. “Failure to contact them
means they’re probably not coming
back,” said Ehrich. Studies have
shown that 90 percent of newcomers will affiliate with a church – if
they’re visited on the first day. After two weeks,
that number drops to 25 percent – and beyond
that, said Ehrich, “don’t bother.”
Each congregation should strategize about the
visitor program. For some, it makes sense that
the priest visits. For others, trained lay leaders
are the best option. The program needs to provide
training to congregational visitors, to set realistic expectations and to provide clear guidelines

(Don’t become the therapist or conflict mediator
on a first visit).
Follow up to determine what’s working with
the program – then tweak it accordingly, said
Ehrich.
In addition, congregations need to be committed to gathering all kinds of data, Ehrich said.
“It’s hard to improve what you don’t know
about. It’s hard to budget when you don’t know
where your money is going or how effective your
expenditures are,” said Ehrich. “The church is
basically the only organization on the face of the
earth that doesn’t do metrics … The cost of not
doing metrics is not knowing where you are.”
The Rev. John Johanssen, canon to the ordinary
and liaison to the Commission on Congregational
Development, said the hope is that every congregation is represented at the conference. All
congregations requesting grant money from the
commission are required to send five representatives.
“This is an opportunity to hear from a renowned
resource on congregational development – and to
gather in fellowship and exchange some of our
best ideas,” said Johanssen. “The conference will
offer practical tools and experience that we can

Mountain Grace celebrates links to youth, community
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
Youth, energy and strategies for building a
vibrant future are the hallmarks of this year’s
Mountain Grace Conference on ministry in
Appalachia. Host parish St. Luke’s, Marietta,
is planning a terrific home-cooked banquet
with music on Friday evening, Oct. 8, to
start the weekend family reunion-style. The
conference will take place Saturday, Oct. 9,
at Washington State Community College.
If you’ve never been to Marietta, you’re in
for a delicious surprise: this historic riverfront
town is one of the loveliest in Ohio, with the
verdant banks of the Muskingum and Ohio
rivers and lacy Victorian architecture.
Launched as an Episcopal conference in
Southern Ohio in 2004, Mountain Grace has
grown into an ecumenical event drawing
outstanding workshop leaders from several
Appalachian states, plus speakers from the
staff of The Episcopal Church.
The Rev. Christopher Johnson, Jubilee
officer of The Episcopal Church, will launch
the weekend with a town-hall meeting Friday
night after the banquet, with news of emerging collaborations on social justice and economic development and how this relates to
grassroots work in Appalachia.
Dr. Richard Greenlee, dean of Ohio
University Eastern in St. Clairsville, will
serve as keynoter for the conference on

Saturday morning. Greenlee is a social work
professor and son of a coal miner whose
Appalachian heritage goes back to the early
1800s. A highly-regarded scholar and speaker on Appalachian culture, he will share
what he’s seeing among young people in the
region: Where are they putting their energy,
what do they need from our faith community,
and how do we get on their radar screen?
Saturday continues with workshops on
building community in Appalachia through
the Body of Christ. Paul Clever and Jonathan
Youngman will share the faith life and social
justice work of rural and urban intentional

communities of young adults. Harry Chase,
the Rev. Debbie Gamble and Dr. Sonia
Ambrose will outline summer and afterschool academic enrichment strategies that
can help lift children out of poverty.
Community Lutheran Partners’ Sherri
Schafer is leading a course on community organizing and advocacy, and the Rev.
Gordon Brewer, the new executive director
of Episcopal Appalachian Ministries, will
outline how churches can set up mission trips
in the region.
The Rev. Frank Edmands, an environmental scientist, will outline the goals and
services of statewide Interfaith Power and
Light coalitions in raising awareness and
equipping churches to conserve energy and
cut operating costs.
The conference will conclude with a festive Eucharist.
“This year’s conference highlights the
growth of new communities in our region
organized around mission and outreach,”
says the Rev. Leslie Flemming, chair of
Southern Ohio’s Episcopal Appalachian
Ministries Committee. “We’re hoping those
who attend Mountain Grace will be stimulated by what they hear and see and begin
developing new ways of reaching out in their
own parishes and communities. As always,
we also hope that they will come away with
a new appreciation and love for Appalachian
people and culture.”

More information

Grants by the Episcopal
Appalachian Ministries
board, Southern Ohio’s EAM
Commission, the Diocese of
West Virginia, Southern Ohio’s
Episcopal Community Services
Foundation, The Evangelical
Lutheran Coalition for Mission in
Appalachia, and lots of donated
expertise keep costs at a minimum. Thanks to St. Luke’s hospitable Episcopal Church Women,
the banquet costs only $20.
The Saturday conference is $35,
which includes continental breakfast and lunch. Scholarships are
available.
Download the conference brochure from www/diosohio.org,
Search: Mountain Grace. On
Facebook, search “Mountain
Grace Conference.” Register online
or contact the Rev. Katharin Foster
at 740.593.8615 or kkfoster@
columbus.rr.com. The brochure
includes a form for registering by
mail.
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pRAY THE COMMON PRAYER

New retreat center offers hospitality, prayer
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange contributor

The newest endeavor of the Community of the
Transfiguration relies on a century-old tradition of hospitality.
In October, the Episcopal religious society in the Cincinnati
suburb of Glendale will celebrate the grand opening of The
Transfiguration Spirituality Center, a place for retreats, workshops and prayerful reflection.
At a consecration of a bishop, the preacher “prayed that
we, the Church, would be a place of outrageous hope and
extravagant hospitality,” said Toni Thomas-Feren, executive
director of the facility. “I have adopted that as my philosophy
for the center. That each person – even if they don’t recognize
it – will be touched by God’s love.”
The new center is a transformation of another ministry of
the sisters. For 50 years, the community operated St. Mary’s
Home, a nursing home of sorts for elderly sisters and friends
of the community. It began as a place for the active elderly
but over the years, St. Mary’s morphed into a total care,
skilled nursing home. Costs soared, and legal and billing
issues mounted. The convent underwrote the home for years,
said Mother Superior Theresa.
The community hired consultants to explore the possibility of fundraising for the home. Their recommendation: that
such an endeavor would not be feasible.
“This was an agonizing time, with very deep emotions
involved,” said Mother Theresa. Ultimately, the community
determined to close the home in the spring of 2009 and help
the remaining occupants find a new place to live.
Over the next few months, the community entered a time
of discernment to determine how best to use the facility.
Although Bethany School is on the grounds of the convent,
using the building for education purposes would have
required massive remodeling. After a market study identified
a retreat center as a need in the Cincinnati area, the sisters
moved forward with plans for the Transfiguration Spirituality
Center.
When all of the renovations are completed this fall, the
center will have 21 private guest rooms (most are single
rooms); two spiritual direction rooms, a chapel, one large and
three smaller conference rooms and a full dining area with
seating for 56. It also will have wireless Internet capacity and
other media equipment.
The new center is part of the convent’s “whole umbrella

Retreat participants enjoy a warm day on the patio outside the new center.
The chapel at the Transfiguration Spirituality Center on
the grounds of the Community of the Transfiguration in
Glendale, a suburb of Cincinnati.
of hospitality,” said Mother Theresa. The convent’s grounds
also include Beth-Anna Cottage, which can house 17, as
well as two other buildings with small apartments. In all, the
convent has 55 guest beds on the 20-acre campus.
In late August, a staff retreat by Forward Movement
marked the center’s first overnight guests, but it has hosted
small, daytime gatherings since the spring. And over the
weekend of Sept. 17-19, the center will present its first
programmed retreat, with Xavier professor Gillian Ahlgren
leading the discussion, “Spiritual Courage: Cultivating the
Mystical Heart.”
“We look forward to sponsoring day programs or weekly
series,” said Thomas-Feren. “That’s certainly in our plans.”
Already one of the convent’s associates has pulled together
a sewing group called Journey Together in Stitches. Another
initiative is to make the grounds “a masterpiece for organic
gardening and sustainable living.”
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal sees the new center as a
welcome addition, both for diocesan groups as well as others
in the Cincinnati area.
“We have a great need for the places where the business of
the world – including the often hectic business of the Church
– can be set aside, and God’s voice can be heard in stillness,”
the bishop said. “This new center offers that opportunity,

In the name of love
St. Patrick’s, Dublin,held a special service on Aug. 8 as part of the
Dublin Irish Festival. The U2Charist is a communion service with the
music of rock band and activists U2 serving as the hymns. Admission
to the festival was free – if people attended the service and brought
a can of food for the pantry. Dana White of St. Patrick’s (left) played
bass while the Rev. Cricket Park, the church’s assistant rector, played
the tambourine. View a video of the service on YouTube: Search
U2Charist and St. Patrick's.

partly because of the Community’s rich tradition of spirituality, and partly because of the long history of nursing care
embodied in St. Mary’s Memorial Home.”
Another critical component of the ministry of the center is
the commitment by the sisters to pray for the groups – before,
during and after their meetings.
“We want to surround them with prayer,” said ThomasFeren.

Upcoming events
Sept. 17-19: “Spiritual Courage: Cultivating the Mystical
Heart.” This retreat will explore the spiritual courage it takes
to live with integrity and honesty. Retreat director Gillian
Ahlgren is professor of theology and Christian spirituality at
Xavier University. She is the author of numerous books and
articles on the Christian mystical tradtion and lectures regularly on figures such as Teresa of Avila, Juilan of Norwich
and Francis and Clare of Assisi. Cost for the weekend is
$175-200. Limited scholarships are available. Information:
513.771.5291.
Oct. 10 at 4 p.m.: Join the sisters in the dedication of the
Transfiguration Spirituality Center. Special guests include
Bishop Breidenthal, Bishop Nedi Rivera, the convent’s chaplain general, the Rev. A.J. van den Blink and the community’s bishop visitor, the Rt. Rev. Christopher Epting, former
ecumenical officer for The Episcopal Church. There will be
a Festival Evensong, with a reception afterward.
Learn more about the center: Contact Toni Thomas-Feren
at 513.771.5291 or ctretreats@gmail.com.

DRINK THE COMMON CUP

Lay theologian: Stories and angels
My father, brother and I headed east last month from our
hotel in Springdale to Huntsville, Ark., for Dad’s 60th high
school reunion. On the way, we passed sites where Dad had
lived, gone to school and worked odd jobs as a kid. Each
had stories.
This weekend of stories has prompted me to return to
Dad’s draft autobiography, “Turning Corners.”
During Dad’s boyhood, there were only four miles of
blacktop in Madison County, on an east-west line in from
Springdale in the neighboring county. The blacktop stopped
four miles short of Huntsville, the county seat.
My Aunt Rachel was 13 months and one grade my
father’s senior. They walked a mile and a quarter to Hartwell
Elementary School from their house at the end of the blacktop. They returned in the afternoon with two other sisterbrother pairs whose houses were the same direction from
school.
One day these six children conspired to see if they
couldn’t get their unpopular teacher replaced for the next
year. They worked out what they would do.
On their way home that day, they saw Mr. Austin, school
board president, working in his yard, and their plan sprang
into action. As they approached the yard, though, one pair
fell behind and hid in the ditch. The other pair kept up but
was silent during the initial greetings.
Aunt Rachel and Dad asked Mr. Austin whether Mrs.
Brooks would be their teacher the next year, and “he said,
well, he guessed so. We were all supposed to make some
very negative groans and expressions at that point, but that
pretty much again was up to Rachel and me. We discussed

this just a little while with Mr. Austin
and then left to walk on home.”
Though their one-room school
didn’t have electricity, Mr. Austin’s
house and Dad’s both had telephones.
Mr. Austin called my grandmother, his
colleague on the school board, “so that
when Rachel and I got home, Momma
already knew what we’d been up to,
and things didn’t go too well that
afternoon.”
Perhaps your family’s stories are
very different – or quite similar.
Certainly the details vary. There may be common themes,
and there are likely common reference points, given our
shared inheritance and ongoing lives: World War II, desegregation, the digital revolution.
My father’s best friend was Bryce Parker. Bryce’s father
was a state trapper with the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission. Part of his job was trapping wolves and coyotes that preyed on farmers’ livestock. If you walk a dog, as
I do, you know that only one thing fascinates dogs on walks
more than potential prey. Mr. Parker kept the wolf version of
that canine signaling potion in a whiskey bottle in his Jeep,
to use for bait when he set traps.
One day, one of Dads’ cousins was visiting from
Springdale. Dad and Bryce offered, as a special – though
forbidden – treat, to let him smell the delicious whiskey in
Mr. Parker’s Jeep.
I think of Jem and Scout and imagine Dill’s facial con-

Dr. Don
Reed
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tortions from an unauthorized investigation of the whiskey
bottle, as Scout and Jem slap their thighs and roll on the
ground.
Dad concludes his confession with a wry, “…and that’s
the way you treat city cousins if you’re not too civilized.”
We don’t all remember stories exactly the same. Even
different versions of the same biblical stories are not entirely
consistent. Consider Genesis-Exodus vs. the psalmist’s
account in Psalms 104-108 or Stephen’s account in Acts 7.
But the basic themes are the same: good things can come
from bad; the lost can be found; the dead may yet live. The
recurring story line is common too: In the beginning, communion…disloyalty…erring…redemption and reconciliation…communion…(see BCP 450).
In their teens, Dad and Bryce would go in to Huntsville
for the evening and late picture shows, hitching a ride home
at midnight. They could usually catch a ride with one of two
men, an older man who’d be playing the Grand Ole Opry on
his car radio, or a 20-year old who always tried to see how
fast he could go down the hill from town and still make the
first curve in the gravel road. It was a win–win situation, as
Dad recalls.
Maybe we should add guardian angels to the list of common themes.
And another teacher succeeded Mrs. Brooks that next
year.
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church, Springfield,
and is professor of philosophy at Wittenberg University.
Contact him at dreed@wittenberg.edu.

Pilgrimages planned
White Nights pilgrimage to Russia
The Miami Valley Episcopal Russian Network
(MVERN) invites Episcopalians to join the Rt. Rev.
Thomas E. and Margaret Breidenthal on the “White
Nights Pilgrimage to Russia,” June 13-24, 2011,
during the beautiful White Nights when twilight
lasts until dawn.
During this 12-day trip, you will explore the major
cultural, sacred and historical sites of St. Petersburg,
including the great Hermitage State Museum and the
majestic St. Isaac’s Cathedral. In addition, you will
meet Orthodox clergy and visit Orthodox churches
that are partnered with American Episcopal churches.
Travel outside the city to see the famous gardens and
fountains at the Petrodvorets Palace (Peterhof) and the
beautifully restored Catherine Palace at Tsarkoye Selo
(Pushkin). A short drive will take you to Novgorod,
founded in 859 and once the rich and influential capital of old Russia.
Travelers will spend three days in the village of
Sablino, where you will see first-hand MVERN’s
outreach ministry to St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox
Church, the partner parish of 11 Episcopal congregations. We will spend one day assisting with the
summer camp at the Sablino Youth Center or helping
with other tasks around the Center. We will worship
with the parishioners of St. Nicholas and strengthen
our mutual understanding and friendship as we share
our beliefs and values.
The trip will be escorted by Dr. Igor Tolochin,

professor of English at the University of St.
Petersburg, Chris Saunders, who will be leading
her 20th trip to Russia, and Linda Spears, a member
of the MVERN Board.
For further information about MVERN and the
pilgrimage, visit www.mvern.org.

Episcopal–Lutheran pilgrimage to the
Holy Land
The Rev. Mike Kreutzer of St. Mark’s, Dayton,
and the Rev. Steve Kimpel of Faith Lutheran and St.
Mark’s Lutheran churches in Dayton are preparing
to lead a combined Episcopal-Lutheran pilgrimage
to the Holy Land. Each of the two sponsoring clergy
has taught various aspects of the Bible for more than
30 years in parishes and other venues. For the past
seven years, they have co-sponsored an ecumenical
biblical study group for clergy in the Greater Dayton
area. For this shared journey, they will provide the
background and biblical context for all sites included
in the tour.
The trip will take place from Feb. 16-25, 2011.
The tour is being arranged through First Travel of
Cincinnati in conjunction with Collette Vacations
of Pawtucket, RI. As this point, those registered
include members of five Episcopal and four ELCA
Lutheran churches.
For further information, please contact Kreutzer
at 937.256.1082 or makreutzer@ameritech.net or
Martin Sheridan of First Travel at 513.451.0030.

Russian and American youth clear debris at the Youth Center in Sablino, Russia.

Young adults spend summer in Russia
A small group of young adults from the Miami Valley spent their
summer vacation in Sablino, Russia, 30 miles south of St. Petersburg, as
participants in an Immersion Trip, sponsored by MVERN (Miami Valley
Episcopal Russian Network). For four weeks, the travelers stayed at the
Sablino Youth Center, blending volunteer work with cultural immersion
while helping run a summer camp for almost 70 Russian children in addition to performing other service projects around the Center. As alumni of
former MVERN youth trips, they are renewing and strengthening friendships with their Russian peers as they share work projects and meals as
well as experiencing Russian Orthodox worship services.
Because cultural understanding and friendship are a core focus of
MVERN, more than 300 Americans, including 90 youth, have traveled
with MVERN on 19 different cultural exchanges to Russia since 1997.
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Back to school, back to church

Grants help churches
reach out to students
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

questions. Sometimes that can wreck your world, but I think
that’s a good thing.”
The Zylstras, both 28, know a few things about how service
can change lives. Before returning to school, they spent a year
in Kenya, with a focus on grassroots leadership development
in areas of extreme poverty and
Opportunities
violence.
“It took us going across an
Back-to-School
ocean to see our own backBrunch: All students
yard differently, to recognize
are invited to the welthe complexity of issues,” said
come brunch at Holy
Joel.
Trinity, Oxford on Sept.
Because of its ethos of hold12 at 11:30 a.m.
ing Scripture, tradition and reaParents, students and
son in tension, the Episcopal
church administrators:
Church offers a place for stuDo you have somedents to make sense of the
one going to college
world – and their own lives, the
in Southern Ohio
Zylstras said.
Episcopalians “engage the
this year? Send their
world. We try to make connames, e-mails and/
nections instead of divisions,”
or phone numbers to
said Joel. So often, students
the nearest Episcopal
feel a “tension between what
church so they can be
they’re learning in class and
in contact. Check the
what they’re learning in their
diocesan website at
faith group … They feel like
www.diosohio.org for a
they have to choose.”
map and information of
That disconnect was apparchurches.
ent to Kelley McArthur just
Peer ministry posia few weeks into her internship at the Good Earth Farm,
tions: Both Holy Trinity
an Episcopal community in
and Church of the Good
Athens committed to sustainShepherd are hiring
able living and a rule of life and
peer ministers. See the
prayer. McArthur grew up in a
complete listing on the
conservative Protestant church
diocesan website.
and quickly became involved
in a similar group on Ohio
University’s campus last year.
“I realized that for majority of my Christian life, I have felt
really guilty. It was hard for me to grasp the fact that Christ
died for me,” said McArthur, a sophomore. “Living at the farm
showed me a different way of life. I realized that Christians
can believe different things. It helped me understand that I
don’t have to be perfect to follow Christ.”
Although she was uncomfortable with the Episcopal liturgy
at first, she grew to appreciate the constancy of prayer.
“I’ve only been home (from the farm) a few days, and

Students and volunteers share the common cup during the
Tuesday Eucharist at the Good Earth Farm in Athens. This informal liturgy regularly attracts between 16 and 24 people and is
followed by a community meal prepared by the Common Friars
and friends. Doubling attendance of students at this liturgy,
as well as the number of student volunteers on the farm, is a
major goal of Good Shepherd’s grant.
I want my own Book of Common Prayer really bad,” said
McArthur. “I want to do morning and evening prayer on my
own.”
Both Holy Trinity and Good Shepherd hope to help students
like McArthur deepen and strengthen their faith. They also
realize it can’t be done with traditional models of Sundaymorning-only worship or all-clergy-led programming.
Two of the fall adult forums at Holy Trinity will be led by
graduate students, said the Rev. Karen Burnard, the congregation’s rector. The church hosts a student musician series where
students perform and play during worship. And the campus
ministry program is planning a spring break service trip in
collaboration with the Roman Catholics, Lutherans and Jewish
communities.
“These are the ages where people are asking profound
questions about life,” said Burnard. “I’m a Christian, and I
think God is very, very present. I’m so grateful for the incredible blessings from God, and I want other people to have that
experience and to know God.”
McArthur admits: College is confusing.
“Students are trying to figure out what they believe. They
have so many new ideas and are meeting so many people,”
said McArthur. “It’s important that churches are supportive of
students, that there are spiritual leaders who have experienced
life and can help you as you’re making decisions.
“We need to be spiritually fed somewhere."

F

or the fifth year,
parishioners at St.
James, Westwood,
supported students
at Taylor Academy,
a Cincinnati Public School,
through an annual school supplies drive. The partnership
with Taylor Academy also has
grown to include a Christmas
giving tree program. Several
parishioners also volunteer as
tutors. The school supplies drive
is coordinated by Lisa Jacob,
a sophomore at Ohio Northern
University. Parishioners donated
both supplies – including 282
folders and 2,361 pencils – as
well as $400, which was used to
purchase school supplies in bulk.
Other Cincinnati-area churches, including Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming, Christ Church,
Glendale, and St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, supported the Valley Interfaith Food and
Clothing in Lockland. Their Back-2-School program gave out 778 backpacks.
Each child also received a gift card to Wal-Mart to purchase new shoes.

Lisa Jacob
poses
with the
mound
of school
supplies
collected
at St.
James,
Westwood.

I

n a back-to-school
collaboration,
three Ohio River
churches filled
more than 65
backpacks for elementary
students. Christ Church,
Ironton, All Saints,
Portsmouth, and Calvary,
Ashland, Ky., decided to
make the ministry a joint
outreach project among the
three churches.

S

t. Mark’s, Dayton, held its annual back-toschool picnic with students and parents from
Kemp Elementary. The church and school
have had a long partnership, including tutoring and donation of supplies.

Notes from the edge

Knowing the common story is harder than you’d think. I remember
going to Sunday School and Vacation Bible School and learning the
Alice
stories from the Bible—Daniel in the Lion’s Den, Noah’s Ark, Adam
Connor
and Eve, the Good Samaritan—and I remember learning the same ones
every year. Great stories, of course, but not the only ones. And, as I discovered later, not exactly the accurate stories. I didn’t learn as a child,
for instance, that the reason for the flood was that humans were so evil
that God regretted creating us in the first place. Nor did I really grasp that
Noah needed to build the ark because every
other person on earth was killed.
And now that I’m all grown up—and a
The Evangelism
priest, even—I’m still learning that common
Commission of
story. Scripture is glorious and confusing.
the Diocese of
What are we to make of God’s telling Abraham to sacrifice Isaac
Southern Ohio
and then, at the last second, telling him not to? What are we to
recently awarded
make of Saphira and her husband dropping dead in front of Peter
a grant to the Rev.
after they held some money back from the Apostles? What are we
Alice Connor. Her
to make of any of Jesus’ parables? It seems to me that knowing the
proposal includes
common story means both reading scripture for familiarity and
building relationwrestling with it in community to live it out.
On campus, I’m not surprised to see how many folk don’t know
ships with resident
the stories in scripture, much less The Story. Either they didn’t go
assistants at one
to church (or Vacation Bible School) growing up, or they didn’t pay
of the dormitories
attention when they did. And I suspect that many of us in the church
at the University
are in a similar situation—we don’t really know what’s in there.
of Cincinnati. She
It’s not like we Episcopalians aren’t exposed to scripture—there
plans to have oneare a surprising number of quotations from the Book of Common
on-one lunches
Prayer in the Bible, after all. Certainly there are stories we could
as well as provide
tell if prompted, but can we tell someone else The Story of God’s
food in-gatherings
Creation with the depth, complexity, and passion that it deserves?
for students.
Beyond the texts themselves, there’s another layer of complexity. Culture is changing; a new chapter is being added to The Story.
A while back, an article came out called “Digital Immigrants,
Digital Natives.” The premise was that many folks, typically older
adults, are immigrants to the digital world; they can learn to live in it but never truly immerse
themselves. For others, digital media are the waters they swim in, the air they breathe. (Give
five minutes to this Pew Research poll and see which camp you fall into: http://pewresearch.
org/millenials/quiz). Lutheran pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber says it’s not a generational shift
we’re looking at, it’s a cultural one. In other words, the chapter of The Story that includes
“traditional” forms of worship—pews, stained-glass windows, announcements in their right
place, organ music, etc.—is being followed by a new chapter—one marked by texting and
blogging and mixtures of ancient and future modes of worship. The message of love of God
and of neighbor is the same, but the culture is different. Both chapters tell The Story, both
chapters have value, and The Story continues.
I mentioned last month, that at the Edge this year, we’re planning out a new lectionary to tell
The Story of Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration. We’re going to be intentional about
delving into the texts, connecting them to one another, making sense of the narrative flow,
applying it all to our spiritual and not-so-spiritual practices. My hope is that, like generations
before, my students and I will familiarize ourselves with the stories and challenge one another
to live out The Story on campus. Please pray for us as we work on this next chapter.

The Rev.

The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus minister for the Evangelical Lutheran Church at the University of
Cincinnati. She works at the Edge (campus ministry house) and lives in the middle. You can reach her
at www.edge-uc.org.
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Cincinnati East
The “flat pastors” at Indian Hill Church have had
quite a summer! Parishioners were given photographic
cutouts of the two Indian Hill pastors, the Revs. Anne
Wrider and David Hawley, and asked to take the flat
pastors with them on their travels this summer and
then photograph them from the different locations.
The project, based on the Flat Stanley project, an
international literacy and community building project, was created as a way to have parishioners think
about the church over the summer – and to take the
church with them while they were away. The flat pastors enjoyed travels from South Carolina all the way
to France and Italy. A bulletin board of all the flat
pastors’ destinations was created so parishioners can
add their photos when they return from their summer
vacations. The project was recently featured in the
local Community Press.

Columbus
The Outreach Ministry at St. Mark’s, Columbus,
will sponsor their second annual Great American Bake
Sale on Labor Day, Sept. 6. Funds from this year’s
sale are designated to the Episcopal Community
Services Foundation. St. Mark’s holds the bake sale
in conjunction with the Upper Arlington Arts Festival
and creates a welcoming Episcopal presence to those
passing by the church on their way to the festival at
nearby Northam Park. If you’re headed to the Arts
Festival (Monday, Sept. 6 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.),
stop by and buy a cookie or two from the folks at St.
Mark’s. It’s for a great cause!
All Saints, New Albany, is busy planning their second annual Auction Evening Event to be held on Friday,
Oct. 22, beginning at 6:30 p.m. Last year they raised $

Michael Porada, Christ Church, Glendale, was
recently selected to receive the Meritorious Service
Award from the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. He
received this award at the annual communication of the
Ohio Council of Deliberation in June.
Lindsay Keeran, St. Patrick’s, Dublin, was a featured soloist in performances by the Dublin Scioto High
School group Irish Fiddle Fetish at the Dublin Irish
Festival. Keeran and other members of the group will be
traveling to Ireland next summer.
The Rev. Tom Timmons, retired priest of the diocese,
was recently accepted as an oblate in the Order of the
Transfiguration. As an oblate, Timmons makes a formal
promise to follow the rule of prayer in their private life
as closely as their individual circumstances permit.

10,000 at their first Auction Evening Event. The 2010
Auction committee began meeting over the summer,
and they are securing live and silent auction items for
the October “fun-raising” event. They would like to
extend an invitation to friends and neighbors to participate in the auction. For additional information, please
call the church at 614.855.8267.
St. John’s, Columbus, serves as host for the
Community Compline of Franklinton. Compline will
be held on Wednesday evenings through the month of
September and is intended to provide an intentional
space of silence and peace in the midst of the noise
and speed of urban living. The doors to the church
open at 8:45 p.m. for a time of silent contemplation
prior to the beginning of Compline at 9 p.m. For more
information, call the church at 614.221.9328.

Dayton
The successful Snack and Study program started
last school year at St. Paul’s, Dayton, for 6th through
8th graders will expand this year to include 3rd
through 5th grade. The program will also include
rehearsal time for the Junior Choir. Snack and Study,
held from 3 to 6 p.m. on Wednesdays throughout the
school year, offers a place for students to go after
school where they can study and play, all in the safe
and supervised environment at St. Paul’s.
Now's the time to mark your calendars for the Fall
Rummage Sale at St. George’s, Dayton, with proceeds going to Outreach Projects locally, nationally
and internationally. The sale will be Saturday, Oct. 2.
Volunteers are needed to set-up, sort and display donations and staff the sale. Donations also are gratefully
accepted. Contact Michelle Johnson at 937.848.9186
or petepuma01@yahoo.com or Jean Case at
937.434.4260 or ecase001@woh.rr.com.

Miami River
Holy Trinity, Oxford, recently took part in the
Oxford Relay for Life, a community fundraising
event sponsored by the American Cancer Society.
Holy Trinity’s participation in the event was a spectacular display of Christian stewardship. Signing
on just six weeks before the event, a small group
of parishioners brainstormed ways to get involved,
settling on setting up a tent to serve brats, metts and
drinks to the walkers. They also created a banner
for Holy Trinity made from clothesline with Holy
Trinity shirts aprons and tote bags hanging from it.
As planning continued, the Holy Trinity team (the
Holy T-Birds) grew from just a handful of participants to nearly the entire congregation. Parishioners
came to the event not only to walk but also to visit
and provide encouragement to the walkers and
help to cook and serve the food. During the relay,
48 parishioners and friends walked the track, and
the Holy T-Birds raised nearly $2,500 for cancer
research!
St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville, is holding a rummage sale on Saturday, Sept. 11 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The sale will benefit the church’s outreach ministries in
South Lebanon and neighboring communities. Call the
church at 513.677.1777 for more information.

Northwest
Trinity, Troy, will host an interactive FEMA class,
“Are You Ready?” on Saturday, Sept 18 from 9 a.m.
to noon. The class explores the basics of disaster
preparedness for individuals and the community.
Registration is required for planning purposes. Please
register with Catherine Reed at creed@nmvredcross.
org if you are interested in attending.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newletters, websites and Facebook pages and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation.
Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202.
Not mass mailing your newsletters anymore? Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to jmurray@diosohio.org and rthompson@diosohio.org.

September

CALENDAR

1 – Congregational audits due
6 – Diocesan offices closed for Labor Day
holiday
7 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House,
10 a.m.
9 – Clergy Day at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
Register online.
10 – Trustees of the Diocese meet at Diocesan
House, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon
Jim Hanisian at 513.271.9610.
10 – Common Ministry teams overnight at
Procter Center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl
Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
10 – Episcopal Night at the Reds Game,
Great American Ballpark, 7:10 p.m.
11 – Fundraising for Local Congregations
workshop at Christ Church, Springfield, 9:30
a.m. Contact: Jim Edgy at Jedgy@cinci.
rr.com or 513.872.0045. See page 14.
11 – Anti-Racism training at Christ Church
Cathedral, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Debby
Stokes at 614.933.8715.
11 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center,
10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan
at 800.582.1712.
13 – Full staff meeting at Diocesan House, 10
a.m. All diocesan offices closed.
13 – Deadline for amendments to Constitution
and Canons. Contact: Joseph Dehner at
513.651.6949.
13 – Safe Church Training at Indian Hill
Church, 6 to 9 p.m. No cost, a light dinner
will be served. This is the first of two required
sessions (The second is Sept. 20).Register
online at diosohio.org or by calling Geri
McDaniel at 800.582.1712 ext 105. Contact:
the Rev. Fred Shirley at 614.882.9038.
15 – Deadline for Mission Share Review
requests. Contact: David Robinson at
800.582.1712 or drobinson@diosohio.org.
15 – Deadline for ECSF 2011 grant proposals. Contact: Ariel Miler at ecsf@eos.net or
513.221.0547
15 - Commission on Congregational Life
meets at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact:
Janice West at 937.278.2249.
16 – Fresh Start for clergy at Procter Center,
9:30 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Anne Reed
at 800.582.14712.
16 – Advisory Committee on Compensation
and Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30
p.m. Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
17-18 – DioS Companion meditative retreat
at Procter Center. Contact: the Rev. Linda
Young at youngmlinda@gmail.com.
18 – Tell Your Story at a PhotoSafari workshop, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at St. Barnabas,
Montgomery. Cost $20, register at www.
diosohio.org, search Tell Your Story. Contact:
Julie Murray at 800.582.1712, ext. 110.
20 – Safe Church training at Indian Hill
Church, 6 to 9 p.m. Part 2 of two-part training. See above.
24-26 – SOLLI weekend at Procter Center.
Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext. 136.
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RESOURCES

25 – Deadline for November Interchange. Contact:
Richelle Thompson at 800.582.1712, ext. 150.
26 – Tell Your Story at a PhotoSafari workshop, 12:30 to 5 p.m. at St. Philip, Circleville.
See registration info above. Contact: Julie
Murray at 800.582.1712 ext. 110.
26 – Safe Church training at All Saints, New
Albany, 2 to 4:30 p.m. and St. Timothy's,
Anderson Twp., from 6 to 9 p.m. This is the first
of two required sessions (The second is Oct. 3).
You must attend both sessions to complete training. See registration info above.
28 – Deadline for nominations, resolutions
and journal reports for convention.
29 – Resolutions Committee will hold a virtual
meeting at 9:30 a.m. Contact: Jim Heathcote at
937.446.2108 or jheathcote@earthlink.net

October

1-3 – School for Ministry weekend at Procter
Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712
ext. 136.
2 – Tell Your Story at a PhotoSafari workshop, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at St. Paul,
Logan. See registration info above. Contact:
Julie Murray at 800.582.1712 ext. 110.
3 – Safe Church training at All Saints, New
Albany from x to 4:30 p.m. and St. Timothy,
Cincinnati, 6 to 9 p.m. Part 2 of two-part
training. See above.
5 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House,
10 a.m.
7 – Procter Commission meets at Procter
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Craig Foster
at 740.369.1361.
7 – Stewardship & Development Commission
meets at Procter Center, 6 p.m.
8-9 – Mountain Grace VII conference at
Washington State Community College,
Marietta. Register online. See page 5.
9 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center.
Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at
800.582.1712.
11 – Diocesan offices closed for Columbus
Day holiday.
12 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan
House, 10 a.m.
12 – Pre-convention meeting for Dayton
and Northwest deaneries at St. Christopher,
Fairborn, 7 p.m.
13 – Necrology (list of those who have died
in each congregation during the past year) due
to Yvonne Allen-Smith, 412 Sycamore Street,
Cincinnati 45202. Credential letter due from
congregation if delegates have changed
13 – ECSF board meets at Procter Center, 5:30
p.m. Contact: Ariel Miller at 513.221.0547.
Mark it down: Nov. 2-4: "Sustaining
Excellence in Ministry: Accountability,
Friendship and Hope in Peer Groups"
Sponsored by Bexley Hall and Seabury-Western
seminaries, conference will explore the findings
of Lilly Grant programs to promote pastoral
excellence and clergy wellness. At the Procter
Center. Details in the next Interchange or online
at www.diosohio.org.

REST IN PEACE
Lawrence L. German, a longtime member of St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington, died Aug. 18. He
was 90.
A graduate of Michigan State University, his professional career included work on the
Manhattan Project and with companies such as DuPont, Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory,
General Electric Company, and Battelle Memorial Institute, from which he retired in 1986.
He was very involved in the community, holding board positions for numerous groups, including Episcopal Retirement Homes. In 2003, he was inducted in the Society of St. Simeon and St.
Anna and was head verger emeritus of St. Mark’s as well as a member of the Vergers Guild of the
Episcopal Church. He served on the arrangements committee of the diocese for the 2006 General
Convention. An avid traveler, he visited China, Russia, Antarctica, Africa, the Middle East, the Arctic
Circle, Scandinavia, and most countries in Europe. In later years he navigated the Amazon and other
rivers of South America and most recently crossed the Atlantic aboard the Queen Mary 2.
German was preceded in death by his wife of 50 years, Phyllis Davis German, and their eldest
child, Lawrence Davis German. Survivors include daughter, Ellen German Berndt of Upper
Arlington; son Andrew; four granddaughters; and other family and friends.
The service was held Aug. 28. Memorials to the Trinity Guild at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
2151 Dorset Rd., Upper Arlington, OH.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

All Saints, Pleasant Ridge, is looking for a Level 1 Catechist (for the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd program) for a new Atrium that will open Oct. 1. Two helpers will be provided for the
atrium. The atrium is fully stocked. The atrium will be open on Sunday mornings from 9:15 a.m.
until 11:15 a.m. at which time the children will take their place in the nave with their parents. We are
willing to pay for training if necessary and to pay for Level II and Level III training when necessary
in the parish to meet our growing needs. Approximately 14 children ages 2 to 5 attend the program.
This is a part-time, paid position. If you are interested, please contact the Rev. Eileen O’Reilly at
513.373.5888.
Two full-time maintenance positions are available at the Community of the Transfiguration
in Glendale. Both positions will require experience in building maintenance and grounds work,
including snow removal. One position will focus on garden maintenance with a willingness to learn
organic gardening methods and a desire to care for the land. The other will emphasize skills in building maintenance and upkeep in a variety of buildings, including a school. Both positions offer full
benefits including medical and retirement. We are looking for people who are interested in long-term
employment and becoming part of a team. For further information and applications contact Sister
Nadine Elizabeth at 513.771.5291 or ctsisters@aol.com
The Procter Camp & Conference Center is seeking an Acting Director to develop the details
of the center’s newly defined vision and develop a three- to five-year plan for implementation of
expanded programming and facilities. The acting director will report directly to the bishop as a
member of senior staff in the diocese and work with Procter’s planning commission. Experience
desired: Promoting and developing connections with universities, congregations and local communities, government and institutions. Familiarity with the church and a willingness to develop
an understanding of the polity of the Episcopal Church. Willingness to travel on a regular basis.
Development of long-term strategic plans.
Please submit resume, work experiences and availability to the Rev. Canon Anne Reed at areed@
diosohio.org or 412 Sycamore, Cincinnati 45202 by Sept. 7.

September
5
12
		
19

October

3
		
10
		
17
		
24
		
31
		

visitations
Bishop Price		
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Rivera 		
no visitations		

St. John’s, Worthington
St. Andrew’s, Pickerington
Church of the Advent, Cincinnati
House of Bishops

Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price		
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Rivera		
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Rivera		
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Rivera		
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price		

ECO Cluster, Holy Trinity, Bellaire
Christ, Springfield
Christ Church, Xenia
St. Stephen’s, Cincinnati
St. Peter’s, Gallipolis
St. Andrew’s, Dayton
St. James, Cincinnati
Good Shepherd, Athens
St. Andrew’s, Washington Court House
St. Alban’s, Bexley
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Perseverance for the Race
Hebrews 12: 1-2.

1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out
for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before
him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Welcome from the Northeast Deanery

O

The Rev. John
Brandenburg

n behalf of the Northeast Deanery, it is my privilege and pleasure to welcome
you to the 136th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio on Nov.
12-13 at the Pritchard-Laughlin Civic Center in Cambridge.
The Northeast Deanery is the largest geographically in the diocese, covering an area
110 miles long and 50 miles wide, and encompassing parts of nine counties. It runs
from Martins Ferry and Bellaire in the east, to Newark in the west; from Marietta in
the south to Cambridge and Zanesville in the north. It includes the oldest settlement in
Ohio (Martins Ferry) and the first permanent settlement in Ohio (Marietta). Steel, coal,
glass, and pottery are just some of the products for which the area is known.
One of the first experiments in common ministry in the diocese, the ECO (East
Central Ohio Area Ministry) was begun in the Northeast Deanery more than 15 years
ago and continues to be a contributing influence in the growing understanding of common ministry. All five of our congregations are leaders in outreach and ecumenical

ministries in their communities and are continually looking to expand the scope of
their ministries.
We hope that you will enjoy your time with us here in the Northeast. You are invited
to come and check-in on Thursday and join the Village of Cambridge as it makes its
yearly transformation into a Dickens Christmas Village. Thursday night will feature
the lighting of the courthouse with its synchronized light and music show. You also
are invited to an open house that same evening at Cambridge Heights, the Episcopal
Retirement Homes facility in the deanery. There will be cake, punch, coffee and tea and
tours of the facility and apartments. Limited shuttle bus transportation will be available
for those who need it.
Once again, welcome to the Northeast Deanery! We hope that you will enjoy our
hospitality and that everyone will have a fruitful convention!
The Rev. John Brandenburg, Dean

Nominations

Diocesan Disciplinary Committee

One lay, one clergy: Class of ‘12
One lay, one clergy:, Class of ‘13
One lay, two clergy: Class of ‘14
(The staggered terms are for the creation of the board. Elections at
future conventions will be for full three-year terms)

The Nominating Committee requests your assistance. We seek candidates who are broadly representative of diocesan demographics. You
are the best source of nominations we have, and we depend on your
initiative to provide suitable nominees for all available positions.
You may download and print a nomination form from the website or
fill out an online nomination form at www.diosohio.org.
Each nominee is required to respond to two questions and submit a
photo for the nomination to be complete. The maximum word count
is 300.
In addition, nominees for these positions are required to take antiracism training. This is in keeping with General Convention’s resolution requiring standing commission members to have such training.
All nominations must be received no later than September
28. Only submissions received by the deadline will be printed in
Interchange. Please send submissions to convention@diosohio.org.
New this year: A “Meet the Nominees” forum will be held on Friday, Nov.
12 BEFORE convention. Since we will be electing General Convention
deputies this year, this will be a good chance to get to know them before
voting. (An optional lunch will be available for those coming early, so
don’t forget to sign up for this on the registration form).
Contact: Marsha Calloway at mcalloway1@insight.rr.com.

Episcopal Community Services Foundation:

Elect three people (lay or clergy), Class of ‘13
An independent supporting foundation of the diocese that encourages, supports through grants and education programs and helps to
sustain volunteer community service performed under the sponsorship of Episcopal Church congregations and deaneries.

General Convention Deputies

Four lay deputies and four lay alternates
Four clergy deputies and four clergy alternates
These people will serve as deputies to represent the diocese for the
79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church in Indianaplis, Ind.
Alternates for deputy to General Convention are elected at the same
time that the deputies are elected. Instead of requiring a majority of
convention for election as an alternate, it allows for alternates to be
elected in accordance with the number of votes cast.

Standing Committee:

2011 Leadership Positions

Diocesan Council
Elect four lay, two clergy (canonical change last year allows deacons
to serve on Diocesan Council for the first time), Class of ‘13
Diocesan Council is the continuing Diocesan Convention throughout
the year. Council meets six times each year, or as called. They review
budget and mission share requests, oversee the systemic review
and work with the bishops on ministry and mission decisions in the
diocese. (Canon XII)
Special note: Changes to the Episcopal Church canons have
resulted in the creation of a new diocesan Disciplinary Board, with
duties to begin July 1, 2011. The Disciplinary Board replaces both
the Diocesan Review Committee and the Ecclesiastical Trial Court.
Details still are being determined. At this convention, delegates will
elect Diocesan Review Committee and Ecclesiastical Trial Court
members to serve for the first six months of 2011. Their work will
be completed with the Disciplinary Board begins its service July 1.
Convention will elect seven new members to this board.

Delegate Julie Newhall places her votes for nominees.

Diocesan Review Committee

One lay, one clergy
The Diocesan Review Committee receives and reviews allegations of
clergy misconduct. (Canon 3, Section 1 of Title IV)

Ecclesiastical Trial Court, Judges:

One clergy
Judges of the Ecclesiastical Trial Court receives allegations of clergy
misconduct and makes decisions, if needed, about discipline of
clergy. (Canon XVIII)

One lay, one presbyter, Class of ‘13
The Standing Committee is the bishop’s council of advice and the ecclesiastical authority in the absence of the bishops. It also shares responsibility
for the ordination process, is consulted for consent for the election and
consecration of new bishops in the church and reviews requests from congregations to encumber their property. (Constitution VIII)

Trustees of the Church Foundation:

One lay, Class of ‘15
Trustees are responsible for administering loans and funds for
church buildings. (Articles of Incorporation)

Trustees of the Diocese:

One lay or clergy, Class of ‘15
The elected trustees are responsible for management of diocesan
and certain other investments and property owned by the diocese;
and for serving as the board of advisors to the bishop on administration of the William Cooper Procter Fund. (Canons XI)

Perseverance for the Race
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Pre-convention hearings

These area gatherings are a critical time for discussion of pending resolutions and
the diocesan budget, as well as asking questions about nominations and convention procedures. All delegates are expected to attend.
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal will serve as the convener of the pre-convention
hearings. Light refreshments will be served, unless indicated otherwise.
Dayton and Northwest deaneries - Oct. 12 at 7 p.m. at St. Christopher, 1501 N
Broad St., Fairborn. 937.878.5614.
Scioto River Valley Deanery – Oct. 23 at 12:30 p.m. at St. Andrew, 733 S.R. 41
SW, Washington Court House, 740.335.2129. (A light lunch will be served)
Ohio River, Cincinnati East and Cincinnati West deaneries – Nov. 2 at 7 p.m. at
Calvary, 3766 Clifton Ave., Cincinnati. 513.861.4437.
Miami River Deanery – Nov. 3 at 7 p.m. at St. Patrick, 232 E. Main Street,
Lebanon. 513.932.7691.
Hocking Valley and Northeast deaneries – Nov. 6 at 3 p.m. at St. James, 155 N.
6th Street, Zanesville. 740.453.9459.
Columbus Deanery – Nov. 6 at 7 p.m. at St. Andrew, 8630 Refugee Road,
Pickerington. 614. 837.6841.

Constitution and Canons
Amendments to the Constitution and Canons of the diocese must be submitted
in writing by 60 days prior to convention – Sept.13. Please submit any proposed
amendments to convention@diosohio.org.
Contact: Joseph J. Dehner at 513.651.6949 or jdehner@fbtlaw.com

Resolutions

Resolutions are a key way for the people of the diocese to discuss and reflect
upon issues in the church and beyond. Bishop Breidenthal encourages the submission of resolutions. All proposed resolutions must be received by Sept. 28 at
convention@diosohio.org. The Resolutions Committee will meet that week to review
the resolutions.
Those submitting resolutions are expected to attend, or have a representative at,
the deanery pre-convention hearings. A sample resolution is posted on the diocesan website at www.diosohio.org, How Things Work, Convention.
Contact: Jim Heathcote at 937.446.2108 or jheathcote@earthlink.net.

Journal reports

In addition to canonically required reports, all committees, commissions,
task forces and ministries are requested to submit a brief, typewritten report

Information

Caldwell Reed and Gwen Browning look over an exhibit at the 135th
Convention.
of their work during the past year. Reports should be kept under 200 words.
Submission of a word processing file attached to electronic mail is preferred
or file an online form at www.diosohio.org, How Things Work, Convention. The
reports should be filed at convention@diosohio.org. The convention office
should receive reports no later than Sept. 28.
Contact: Richelle Thompson, 800.582.1712 or rthompson@diosohio.org

Exhibitor Information

Consider sharing the work of your committee, organization or congregation’s ministry with the larger family of the Diocese of Southern Ohio and the wider Church by
preparing and staffing an exhibit at this years’ diocesan convention.
There is a charge per exhibit space (costs included in registration form). Please bring
your own extension cords and outlet strips. All exhibits will be in a secured area.
The deadline for reservations is Oct. 15. Requests for space will be filled on a first-come,
first-served basis. All exhibitors will receive a meal reservation form in September. Reserve
your exhibit online at www.diosohio.org, How Things Work, Convention.
Contact: Carol Cisler at cadcisler@gmail.com.

Necrology

Send the necrology (list of those who have died in each congregation during the
past year) to Yvonne Allen-Smith at yallen-smith@diosohio.org or 412 Sycamore
Street, Cincinnati 45202.
This list will be read during the convention Eucharist. Deadline: Oct. 13.

Since we are no longer mailing
diocesan convention registration
packets, all of the necessary
information is now available on
the diocesan website.
Go to www.diosohio.org
Click on How Things Work on
the left hand side, then click on
Convention in the menu that
appears.
Under the heading of 136th
Annual Convention, you will find
links to:
• Lay delegate certification and
change forms
• Information about where the
convention will be held
• Accommodations near the
convention site
• Registration forms for congregations and individuals
• Exhibitor reservation forms
• Online credit card payments
for meals
• Locations and times of the
pre-convention hearings
If you do not have web access,
please call Kay Sturm, convention registrar, at 800.582.1712,
extension 136 to request that
information be mailed to you. If
you have any difficulty downloading the forms, e-mail ksturm@
diosohio.org and the forms can
be emailed or faxed directly to
you.
If you have other questions about
convention, e-mail convention@
diosohio.org.

Budget changes proposed
As the Budget Committee began to draft a 2011 budget,
they quickly realized that there would be a projected shortfall, based on available funding. This is not a budget outof-balance because of expenditures, according to the Rev.
George Glazier, budget committee chair. In fact, spending is
down, staff salaries have been frozen for several years and all
programs were cut 10 percent for the 2010 budget. However,
funding has declined. By canon, convention cannot pass an
unbalanced budget.
A special task force comprising members of the budget
committee and Trustees of the Diocese met with Bishop
Breidenthal to explore options.
The Special Committee made a recommendation to
Diocesan Council, which was adopted at the July meeting.
The recommendation stipulates:
• that the 2010 budget be presented without alteration
to November’s convention for adoption as the 2011 budget
(with mission share calculations continuing as normally
scheduled)
• that a special continuing convention be held on May 7,
2011 , to adopt a 2012 budget and to determine any changes
in how mission share is calculated.
Delegates in November will be presented a resolution that

outlines this process.
Before voting on a new budget in May, the diocese will
gather for a series of discussions about funding priorities.
• On Sept. 9, Bishop Breidenthal will meet with the clergy.
The budget issues will be the primary topic for the day.
• Pre-convention meetings: Again, the budget will be a
key topic at these gatherings. Bishop Breidenthal will serve
as convener for each of these meetings.
• In December, each deanery will have a meeting comprising vestry members and convention delegates from all of
the parishes to discuss the budget. In particular, participants
will work to prioritize mission initiatives and spending.
The results of these meetings will be reported to Diocesan
Council and to the Trustees (This information goes to Council
because Council is responsible for proposing and implementing the budget that is funded by mission share. It goes to the
Trustees because a significant number of diocesan programs
are completely or partially funded by the Procter Fund and
othere endowment funds overseen by the Trustees.) This
information also will be posted on the diocesan website.
• In January, Diocesan Council, in consultation with the
Trustees, will develop one list of all programs and the salaried
positions associated with those programs in order of priority.

• In February, the vestries and convention delegates will
gather again in each deanery to answer the question: Which
expenditures should be funded through mission share and
which items should be funded from the Procter Fund (and other
endowment funds as applicable)? Once again, the answers
will be reported to Diocesan Council and the Trustees (and also
posted on the diocesan website). Council and Trustees will work
together to develop a budget proposal for 2012, based on diocesan priorities as identified in the December gatherings, and on
the “division of labor” between mission share and Procter Fund,
as recommended in the February gatherings (and as allowable
by restrictions on the use of the Procter Fund).
• At the same time, there will be wider conversations on
the mission share formula (the amount congregations pay
in support of diocesan mission and how it is calculated). In
April 2011, Diocesan Council will publish up to three proposals for a new mission share formula.
• On May 7, delegates from the 136th convention will
re-convene for a continuing convention to vote on the budget
and mission share.
The budget committee welcomes feedback and/or questions about this process. Contact the Rev. George Glazier at
gglazier1@wowway.com or 614.294.3749.
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NEWS NOTES

‘Cream of the Crop’

Two artists from All Saints, Portsmouth, were recently featured in
the Cream of the Crop exhibit at the Southern Ohio Museum. The
exhibition salutes the most outstanding art created within 85 miles
of Portsmouth. Dee Russell (pictured at left) creates his artwork primarily from objects found on the shore of the Ohio River. He uses
pottery shards or smooth glass pieces – “Ohio River diamonds” –
for his mosaics. His piece, "Wooden Guitar," was made out of paint
brushes, bird houses, belt buckles, fishing lures and driftwood, all
found items.
An artist since the 1970s, Dennis Stewart (right) works with a
broad range of materials, including cast bronze and aluminum,
assembled wood and steel. "Blue Spiral," Stewart's work in the
Cream of the Crop exhibit, is part of a series of works entitled, “The
Bipolar Diaries.” Stewart writes, “It is my ‘coming out of the closet’
as a person living with bipolar disorder. As someone once told me,
‘you can’t advocate from the closet.’”

Celebrate: The congregation of St. Andrew’s, Pickerington,
(pictured here after Sunday worship) cordially invites all
to attend a 25th anniversary celebration on Sunday, Sept.
12, at their 10 a.m. Eucharist and Confirmation service. A
reception will follow the service. Clergy are invited to vest
and process, white stoles.

Formation
Fundraising: Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal invites members
of the diocese to participate in a workshop on Sept. 11 on effective
fundraising and development techniques designed to strengthen
local congregations. These techniques will be applicable to all
churches, from small or struggling to large congregations. The
cost is $15 per person, which includes morning refreshments and
a box lunch.
The Fundraising for Local Churches program will be offered
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Christ Church, 409 E. High Street,
Springfield. Bishop Breidenthal will deliver a brief presentation,
relating fundraising to common ministry. Topics for the day
include: Why people give; planning and conducting capital campaigns and special appeals; organizing and implementing a successful annual giving appeal; receiving and promoting bequests;
and available service and support for local churches from the
Episcopal Church Foundation.
Register online at www.stewardship.diosohio. org or contact
Jim Edgy at jedgy@cinci.rr.com or 513.702.6916 or Pat Ryan at
pryan@skystoneryan.com or 513.553.3738.
Tell your story: All of us have a story to tell – the story of how
God’s love is revealed in our lives and how we live out that love
in our communities through worship and works of mission. One
way to share this Good News with others is to tell that common
story through pictures of the people and places where God’s love
manifests itself in Southern Ohio.
In a effort to help you and your congregation share your story,
the diocese’s communications department is sponsoring a series
of workshops that will provide you with the tools and knowledge
to better use your point-and-shoot camera – and empower you to
better tell your story through great pictures.

PhotoSafari is a photography workshop developed by St.
George’s, Dayton, parishioner and retired professional photographer Eric Schryver.
Three PhotoSafari workshops will be held across the diocese to
make it easier and more convenient for busy people to participate.
Each workshop will include learning about the many features of
your point-and-shoot digital camera, tips and techniques to improve
your photographic skills of candid shots, portraits and group photos,
time allotted to take pictures and a session of evaluating, editing and
cropping those photos to learn how to make them look their best.
Cost for the workshop is $20 to cover materials, refreshments
and lunch. Three congregations will serve as regional hosts for the
workshops: St. Barnabas, Montgomery, on Sept. 18, St. Philip,
Circleville, on Sept. 26 and St. Paul, Logan on Oct. 2. You can
register online on the diocesan website under the Events section
or search: tell your story.
Blue Mass: Trinity, Newark, is offering a special service on
Sept. 18 to honor police, firefighters, and emergency services for
their dedication to the safety of the public. It also will be a memorial to those who lost their lives in the line of duty. The service
is sometimes called a “blue mass” but is, in actuality, a memorial service based on the burial office and Holy Eucharist of the
Episcopal Church. Trinity’s size, location and traditions make it an
ideal site to offer a public tribute to our dedicated public servants.
The service will be solemn and dignified with combined choirs
representing Trinity, St. James, Zanesville, and First Methodist
Church in Newark. It will be open to the public but is especially
intended for the officers in the various services. They will be
encouraged to bring their families and come in uniform so they
can be recognized. Ceremonial units are invited to participate as
an honor guard. The service is scheduled for 4 p.m. and a reception will follow. For more information call 740.345.5643.

Financial freedom: Dave Ramsey leads an engaging and
revealing journey through what the Bible has to say about money
in three parts: the Basics of Biblical Finance, Breaking the
Bondage of Debt and The #1 Myth about Money. This Sermon
Series will help people manage their daily finances God’s Way
in an easy-to-follow and entertaining format. Ramsey takes
many of the lessons he teaches from his 13-week Financial Peace
University course and simplifies them into these three basic
principles. The series is offered at St. Anne’s, West Chester, on
Tuesday evenings, October 5, 12 and 19 from 6:30-8 p.m. This
is a crock-pot/soup style supper with the sermon and discussion
questions afterwards. Please call St. Anne’s at 513.779.1139 with
any questions, to register and to know what food to bring.
Marriage Enrichment: Larry and Patti Cooper of St. Peter’s,
Delaware, are hosting a Marriage Encounter Weekend, a time for
married couples to communicate more intimately with one another in order to deepen and enrich their relationships. The weekend
is free from every day routines, distractions, and tensions. An
atmosphere is created where the couple can concentrate on each
other in a private, confidential environment. A series of presentations touch on many aspects of marriage and are led by specially
trained couples, including a married Episcopal priest. All faith
expressions welcomed. The retreat will be offered Oct. 15-17 at
the Marriott Courtyard Hotel in Worthington. Information: Larry
and Patti Cooper at 740.369.0832.

Outreach
ECSF grant requests due Sept. 15: Episcopal congregations
and organizations in the Diocese of Southern Ohio are eligible to
apply for ECSF grants to aid community ministry to which they
are making a significant commitment of their own. Requests for
grants for 2011 are due Sept. 15. Proposal instructions are posted

Health plan: We need to check your pulse
By Jon B. Boss
Interchange contributor
Just like your physician checks your blood pressure and takes
your temperature before he or she will talk with you, we – the
Advisory Committee on Compensation & Resources (ACCR)
– need to know how our clergy and lay employees are presently
receiving their health care benefits – and where there is no coverage. The vehicle for obtaining this information is a survey that
became available for all clergy and lay employees anywhere in
the Diocese of Southern Ohio as of Sept. 1.

Each employee, whether lay or clergy, full or part-time,
will be asked by their congregational leadership – rector,
vicar or priest-in charge and /or wardens – to submit an individual response. The deadline for completing the survey is 5
p.m. Sept. 17. The survey is available at www.diosohio,org.
The results of this survey will assist the committee in the
design of the recommended Denominational Health Plan for
our diocese. The committee will report to this year’s convention on steps being taken to implement a health plan in our
diocese with an anticipated effective date of January 2012.
The 2009 General Convention approved a resolution that

called for the implementation by no later than January 1,
2013 of a Denominational Health Plan for “clergy and lay
employees who are scheduled to work a minimum of 1,500
hours annually.” All domestic dioceses, congregations and
other ecclesiastical organizations or bodies subject to the
authority of the Church are required to provide such eligible
clergy and lay employees with equal access to health care
benefits, through the Episcopal Church Medical Trust.
Jon B. Boss is the chair of the Advisory Committee on
Compensation & Resources. Contact him at jbboss@fuse.net.
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Conference unveils vitality, creativity and challenge
By the Rev. Moydeen Frees
and the Rev. Abeosah Flemister

A joint conference of the Global Episcopal Mission
Network and Episcopal Partnership for Global Mission was
held at Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria, Va., in
June. The conference theme, “Educating All Ages for God’s
Mission: Living the New Life of Baptism,” was developed
through multicultural worship, workshops called “colloquia,” plenary sessions, exhibits, conversation during social
hours and a banquet. Nearly 80 delegates heard about the
vitality, creativity and challenge of mission today.
Keynote speaker, the Rt. Rev. Catherine Roskam, bishop
suffragan of New York, explained that the conference theme
is lived out when dioceses engage in relationships through
human encounters. Bonding between the Diocese of New
York and the Diocese of Central Tanganyika occurred when
the two collaborated to establish The Carpenter’s Kids ministry in East Africa. This organization assists 6,000 youngsters
affected by HIV/AIDS with school space, fees, uniforms and
a daily meal. Bishop Roskam added that she believed bishops should be initiators and catalyzers of global mission.
The Rev. Lauren Stanley, a missionary to Haiti from The
Episcopal Church, reminded the group: “When you have
more than enough, God becomes a menu item. When you
don’t have anything, God is everything.”
Following the devastating January earthquake, Stanley
was active in relief and recovery efforts, as well as coordinating communication about the disaster from Haiti to the rest
of the world. Although Haiti is the largest diocese in The

The Rev. Abeosah Flemister (left) and the Rev. Moydeen
Frees prepare Southern Ohio's exhibit at the conference.
Episcopal Church with more than 200,000 members, it is
also one of the poorest. Haitians view The Episcopal Church
as the church of the poor, providing hope and redemption
for their country, Stanley said. Prayers and donations to help
rebuild Haiti’s infrastructure continue to be needed. She
stressed that any material help must be coordinated through
Haiti’s bishop, the Rt. Rev. Jean Duracin, so that the most
critical needs are met and there is not duplication of efforts.
Craig Cole, director of “Five Talents International,” gave
attendees a creative message of mission that empowers and
transforms communities. His agency coordinates microeconomic loans to underwrite developmental projects such
as sewing, shoe-making, farming and other small business

enterprises in third-world countries.
Increased visibility and participation at the conference by members of the Young Adult Service Corp was welcomed. These young
missioners in their 20s and 30s have served in Central America,
Asia and Africa. An older missioner noted that: “The active presence of present and former Young Adult Service Corps missioners
… was of particular encouragement, giving witness to rising young
leadership in mission endeavor.”
Attendees heard a challenging banquet speech by the
Rev. Dr. Titus Presler. He spoke of new trends in mission:
democratization, decentralization, de-professionalization and
diversification. Presler noted that this movement is the
result of individual congregations, rather than institutional
church, becoming the heart of mission. This coincides with
an emerging ethos of companionship in mission. Local
parishioners want to know and journey with their Christian
brothers and sisters around the world. The growing presence
of this movement challenges dioceses and the wider church
to review mission strategies. It calls for more collaborative
efforts among mission agencies, challenging them to work
together in order to be optimally effective. Finally this movement challenges the church to seriously consider certification
of missioners in mission implementation.
The Rev. Mooydeen Frees and the Rev. Abeoseh Flemister
represented the Diocese of Southern Ohio at this conference. Both are members of the National and World Mission
Commission.
A national mission’s conference, “Everyone, Everywhere II” will
be held at Estes Park, Colorado, October 13-16, 2011.

VBS supports missions locally and abroad
Children and parishioners at St.
Barnabas, Montgomery, experienced a tidal wave of enthusiasm
and excitement over the weekend
of July 22–25 during the church’s
sixth annual Vacation Bible
School. The program, "High Seas
Expedition – Exploring the Mighty
Love of God," was based on several bible stories from the book
of Acts and provided participants
with the opportunity to have fun
in the name of God while coming
together to support local and outreach missions.
While many participants lived
in suburbs close to the church –
Montgomery, Loveland, Mason
and Maineville – some traveled
from downtown Cincinnati. For the
third year in a row, St. Barnabas
sponsored children and youth from
the Findlay Street Neighborhood
House. More than 30 children and
teens from Findlay Street attended
the VBS program, both as participants as well as youth leaders and
role models.
“It is truly incredible to see
children from different communities in the Cincinnati area coming
together in the name of Christ,”

says Kim Lasala, director of St.
Barnabas’ VBS. “Relationships are
forged between children that may
not otherwise ever cross paths. Our
program is richer in spirit and a
true testament to the very nature
of God’s love when we bring these
children together."
A key element of the VBS program is to provide attendees and
participants of the program the
opportunity to participate in service and mission projects – being
moved by Christ’s love to reach
out to others who are less fortunate
or who need a helping hand. This
year, St. Barnabas chose El Hogar
Projects as the recipient of their
outreach efforts abroad.
El Hogar is short for El Hogar de
Amor y Esperanza, or “The Home
of Love and Hope.” The El Hogar
Projects provide a loving home and
an education in a Christian environment to children in Honduras who
have been abandoned, orphaned
or are hopelessly poor and living
on the streets. El Hogar operates three residential homes and
provides food, clothing, shelter
and an education to more than
250 children, ages 6-16. The VBS

team hoped to raise enough funds
to provide a one-year sponsorship
for a child living in the El Hogar
homes ($1,500). Children participating in the VBS program also
were interested in giving something
tangible to the children living in
the El Hogar home, so the VBS
team encouraged children to bring
in new and gently used pairs of
flip flops for the these children.
As a result, the participants raised
enough money to sponsor a child
for six months and generously gave
68 pairs of flip flops. The shoes
were delivered to the El Hogar
children in mid-August.
The VBS team is continuing to
work with the congregation to raise
the remaining funds for a full-year
scholarship. The Rev. Rich Kunz,
executive director in Honduras
for the El Hogar Ministries, will
visit St. Barnabas on Sept. 26 and
preach about the El Hogar ministries at the 8, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.
worship services.
If you are interested in learning
more about the El Hogar Ministry,
please join St. Barnabas parishioners for worship Sept. 26 or visit
www.elhogar.org.

Above: Children from
across Cincinnati came
together for worship and
play during the Vacation
Bible School
program at St.
Barnabas, Montgomery.
Left: Children donated
nearly 70 pairs of new
or gently used flipflops to students of
the El Hogar school in
Honduras.

16

SERVE THE COMMON GOOD

Network makes
church home
By Deanna Ashing
Interchange contributor

The Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) is one of many
needed initiatives being undertaken across the country to
assist homeless families. While it is by no means a full
solution to the problems faced by the poor and homeless, it
can and does offer hope to families where hope may have
been lost. Guests benefit from the warmth and hospitality of
volunteer hosts and are better prepared to move on to more
stable and enduring independence. In Greater Cincinnati, 29
host congregations and 60 support churches participate in
the network.
Indian Hill Episcopal Presbyterian Church became
involved seven years ago after observing the hosting process
several times. This outreach ministry has been embraced by
the congregation from the first hosting, and now we host
three weeks during the year and have more than 90 volunteers for each week.
Families arrive on Sunday evening and have dinner and
stay overnight, then return to the IHN Center in Lower Price
Hill each morning. They stay with the church for the entire
week.
Volunteers include hosts for evening, overnight and morning, as well as meal preparers and the bed set-up/takedown
team. In addition, several young people from our youth
group come every evening to spend time with the children of
our guests. This involves playing outdoors (weather permitting) or games in the library.
Many young families volunteer as evening hosts so that
their children can have a meal together and get to know
families who are experiencing hard times in their life. They
feel this experience will give their children an appreciation
for the life they have and that the guests will feel that we care
deeply about them.
One guest made this comments after staying with us: “I

hate being homeless, but meeting people like I’ve met these
past few days made the experience not so bad. Thank you
very much ...We felt very safe. The people were kind. It was
above and beyond what I expected. Everyone was full of joy
and made it very easy to talk and enjoy myself and my family. The atmosphere was so serene. Real food!”

Above: Volunter Kim
Bredenbeck talks
with a guest. Kim
has volunteered as
an overnight host
since Indian Hill
began hosting the
Interfaith Hospitality
Network.
Far left: A youth
volunteer plays with
one of the guests
on the church playground.
Left: Co-chair
Deanna Ashing
holds one of the
youngest guests.

Deanna Ashing co-chairs this outreach ministry with Helen
Rhoad. To learn more, contact Ashing at dtashing@yahoo.com.

Cyclists support ERD
In the inaugural Tour de Ohio in mid-August, a group of four central Ohioans
pedaled round-trip from Columbus to Cincinnati and raised nearly $1,000
for Episcopal Relief & Development. From left, Kathy and Alan Koontz from
St. Patrick’s, Dublin, Jonathan Youngman, St. John’s, Town Street, and the Rev.
Stephen Smith, rector of St. Patrick’s, end their three-day trip back in Dublin.
They traveled from Dublin to Waynesville the first night, staying with host families from St. Patrick’s, Lebanon. On day two, they rode to Cincinnati and back,
and enjoyed a dinner prepared by parishioners of St. Mary’s, Waynesville. And
on the third day, they returned home – the last five miles in pouring rain.
The bike route between Cincinnati and Columbus is a paved rails-to-trails
path that extends from the Cincinnati suburbs all the way to seven miles east
of London. For the 25 miles between the end of the path and Dublin, bikers
rode on surface roads through farm country.
For those interested in making this an annual event, contact Smith at revd.
up@ameritech.net.

