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Street Church:
‘It’s the church
beyond walls’
By Richelle Thompson
Interchange editor
Members of another urban congregation are picketing the second
service of St. John’s, Columbus.
The service is Street Church,
where the Rev. Lee Anne Reat presides over a full Eucharist on a street
corner in downtown Columbus.
Attendance averages about 70 – a
little more than the first service of
the day, held in the church facility. The Street Church congregation
has celebrated baptisms together and
gathered for funerals.
“This is not an outreach program”
says Reat. “The language we use to
talk about what we do is so critical
-- this is our second service. I don’t
think we can really be the church if
we separate out what we do in worship from what we do in the larger
community. It is all of a piece.”
Over the past five years, “we’ve
had some successes in getting people off the street,” says Reat. “But
what’s most gratifying is the relationship aspect … to be part of a
community that I envision looking a
lot like the kingdom of God – that’s
pretty awesome. From my upper
middle class, privileged background,
I would probably never come across
some people who I now call my
friends.”
Taking religion to the streets is
nothing new. Throughout history,
street preachers have urged people
to repent, to turn or burn, to change
their lives or face damnation. St.
John’s is part of the nationwide
Ecclesia Network, a loosely affiliated group of street churches that
focus on worship and connection.
“Our emphasis is on being
in relationship with the most
Please see STREET CHURCH, Page 6

SEPTEMBER 2011
Volume XXXVIV, No.8
www.diosohio.org

REMEM B ERING 9-11

T

en years later, I’m still haunted by
tthe failure of crisp, blue skies to
portend such horror. This was to
be my first play date as a new mom, with
ambitious plans to spend the morning at
a park with my two-month-old daughter
and another mother and child. Instead,
still on maternity leave from my job as a
reporter, I leapt into the car and headed
to The Cincinnati Enquirer’s newsroom.
“What can I do?” In the midst of the terror, I wanted to feel helpful. I wanted to
do something, anything, to feel like I could
re-ravel a day spun so terribly out of control. That evening, I wept and prayed as
we learned a member of our church had
decided to take the next elevator from the
90th floor of the World Trade Center. She
did not make it.
Over the past decade, I, like so many
others, have struggled to make sense of
the events of 9-11. Why? Whose fault?
How do we respond? Interchange asked
readers to share their reflections for the
10th anniversary. For some questions,
there is no answer. But for others, there is
an opportunity for change, for seeking out
new relationships, for understanding how
incredible beauty and wrenching despair
sometimes occupy the same space.
Read the special reflections about
the 10th anniversary of 9-11 on pages 2,
7-10 and 16. And share your stories at
www.news.diosohio.org/september-11commemoration
~ Richelle Thompson, editor

St. Paul’s Chapel, an Episcopal Church across the street from the World Trade Center, opened its doors
to rescue workers and family members after 9-11. Here, a rescue worker worships as the chapel ends
its recovery ministry. Photo by Leo Sorel, Trinity, Wall Street

‘When there is understanding,

then comes trust’

St. James hosts Iftar for Muslim neighbors
By Joy McCorriston
Interchange contributor
“When there is understanding, then comes
trust,” said Esam, ahead of me in the Iftar
food line earlier this month at St. James,
Columbus. We stood shoulder to shoulder
under the same perfect skies, like the ones we
remember from a clear fall day 10 years ago.
But this blessed evening, we were gathered
at the church, at a Christian cookout to feed
Muslim neighbors breaking their Ramadan
fast. Worldwide, Muslims fast by day for an
entire lunar month to purify themselves and to
recognize the experience of the hungry poor.

In summer, long days and hot temperatures
make this even harder (no food, drink, smoking or intercourse). Ramadan culminates with
a great festival, but Muslims break their fast
daily at sundown with communal prayer and
meal, called Iftar. Each year, St. James invites
our guests to pray (while we observe) and prepares a meal so that our guests need not cook
while fasting. Muslims come, in ever larger
numbers, to join a deeply spiritual communion
that brings us all close to tears.
September 11, 2001, left catastrophic and
searing casualties, including the relationship
between Christians and American Muslims.
Please see STREET CHURCH, Page 19
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R E M E M B E R I N G 9-11

This month marks the tenth anniversary of 9-11. I would
like to share with you my memories of that day.
It began very normally in New York City, where we
had lived for almost 10 years on the campus of General
Theological Seminary in lower mid-town Manhattan.
Margaret had seen Magdalene and Lucy off to school on the
subway before doing some grocery
Bishop
shopping, while I joined the semiThomas E.
nary community for Morning Prayer
Breidenthal in the chapel.
I was back in our apartment prepping for a class when Margaret said
she had overheard someone in the
check-out line saying a plane had hit
one of the twin towers. We turned on
the radio and learned that a second
plane had hit the other tower. We ran
down four flights, out through the
seminary close and east along 21st
Street to Eighth Avenue, where people were racing around,
trying to get their cell phones to work. We headed to 14th
and Ninth, where we knew we could see the towers. Smoke
was billowing out of them – you’ve seen the pictures. I
remember a group of construction workers shouting “oh, my
God,” over and over.
Worried that I would be late for a 9:30 a.m. appointment
with Barbara Crafton, Margaret and I hurried up the six
short blocks on Ninth Avenue to the seminary, where the
receptionist commented that one of the towers had just collapsed. “Everyone’s in the chapel,” she added. I hurried into
my assigned seat. We began to recite the Great Litany. The
dean said a few words, people lingered or dispersed, and
I headed up to the apartment. From the window of Lucy’s
bedroom, we could see black smoke billowing up from
where the World Trade Center had been. Magdalene phoned
us from school, worried because we often walked along the
river toward Battery Park. By this point, there were sirens
wailing everywhere.
At this point, it dawned on us that we had no idea what was
happening to Lucy. Magdalene was a sophomore at Horace
Mann in the Bronx; Lucy was in seventh grade at St. Hilda’s
and St. Hugh’s in Morningside Heights. The trains and buses
weren’t running, and there were no cabs in sight, so Margaret
and I just started walking up Tenth Avenue toward Lucy’s
school. Pretty soon, as we looked east at every corner, we
could see thousands of people streaming up Seventh Avenue.
We had no cell phone, so every 10 minutes or so we tried to
get through to Magdalene’s school on public telephones.
As we walked uptown, the sirens became more and more
distant, and we entered into a strangely peaceful part of the
city. The streets were empty; the cloudless sky had no planes
in it; there were people sitting quietly on park benches here
and there. So when we arrived at Lucy’s school on 114th
Street and Riverside, it was startling to enter the crowded
lobby where Ms. Connor, our intrepid head of school, was
managing the release of children to frantic parents.
From Lucy’s school, we reached Magdalene’s volleyball
coach, and then Magdalene herself, who said a friend’s
parents in the Bronx had offered to keep her overnight,
since there was as yet no public transportation back into

Photo by Leo Sorel

Terror is no match for the cross

Banners and notes from around the world filled the walls of St. Paul’s Chapel during its ministry to rescue and recovery workers after 9-11.
Manhattan. Magdalene said she’d prefer to try to get home
somehow, and (probably foolishly) we agreed that she should
try. (She eventually talked herself onto another school’s private bus, got back onto the island, caught a train as far as
Times Square, and walked into the chapel about 6:15, where
we were gathered for the community eucharist. Margaret
was singing in the choir and was the first one to spot her.)
From then on, it’s mostly a blur for me. I was the celebrant that evening The students were already organizing
themselves to deliver food to rescue workers at Ground Zero
(already, if the wind was right, we could smell the appalling
odor from there). There was enormous relief that Rowan
Williams and two members of our community who had been
at Trinity, Wall Street, were alive and had made their way
back. (I would later learn that Karl Ruttan had been with
them there.) The streets all around General were lined with
refrigerated trucks from the morgue which disappeared once
it was clear there was no use for them. By the next day, the
walls on every street corner were plastered with pictures of
missing persons.
On Friday, bizarrely, I received the phone call from
Princeton inviting me to be their Dean of Religious Life.
My first duty was to organize an interfaith memorial service
for the 13 alumni (mostly in their 20s) who had died in the
attacks. I continued at General until Christmas, but once a
week I would take New Jersey Transit down to Princeton for
meetings, and I remember what a strange change of scene
that was. By far the majority of those killed in the twin towers were from New Jersey, but, in contrast to New Yorkers,
who talked constantly about 9-11, the New Jersey residents
coped by avoiding the subject.
One of my doctoral students, Lyndon Harris, had recently

been appointed vicar of St. Paul’s Chapel to develop a young
adult ministry. As is well known, St. Paul’s became a ministry center for the thousands of people deployed to Ground
Zero in the weeks and months following 9-11. The eucharist
was celebrated daily there at noon, and Lyndon invited me to
celebrate and preach one weekday early in October. I walked
down (still afraid, although I wouldn’t admit it, to go down
into the subway).
St. Paul’s was the gateway into Ground Zero. Once you
got through security, you encountered a Federalist interior
festooned with messages and art from around the world, and
pews full of workers grabbing a few moments of sleep. After
the service, I was escorted by Jeep into the vast openness
that had been the World Trade Center. I was shown the cross
that had been formed by two steel girders. A woman serving
in the National Guard expressed her desire that God would
destroy all Muslims. When I protested that Islam could not
be blamed for this, she said, very respectfully, “Father, you
have to say that because you’re a priest.” There were yellow
jackets everywhere, and one stung me in the arm. I remember thinking that a bit of the still-smoldering wreckage had
burned me.
Ten years later, I pray for all who lost their lives in New
York, Washington, and Pennsylvania. I pray also for all the
rest of us, that we may not become hostages to fear, deprived
of our ability to respect and cherish those who differ from us.
Obviously, I am still working through my own experience of
9-11. I know I am not alone in this. My prayer for all of us
is that this anniversary will renew in us a spirit of hope, not
only for our church but for our world. Terror is no match for
the cross, and hatred no match for the love of Christ. God
bless us all.
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St. Luke’s celebrates new bell tower
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The new bell tower at St. Luke’s, Granville

By Peggy Corrigan
Interchange contributor
St. Luke’s enjoyed its 15 minutes of fame this
summer, as newspapers around central Ohio covered
the installation of its new bell tower.
St. Luke’s Church, known as one of the finest
examples of Greek Revival architecture in the country, has been on the National Register of Historic
Places since 1976.
The bell tower installation was part of a larger
project to restore the church building. Age and moisture had eroded the structure to the point that there
were concerns about the building’s safety. Afraid
that it might come crumbling down, parishioners
removed the 900-pound bell from the tower.
St. Luke’s embarked on a fundraising campaign for
the $750,000 project: members of the church donated
about $650,000, with the Diocese of Southern Ohio
contributing $80,000 and people within the community giving another $20,000.
The project essentially rebuilt the church within
the walls of the old one. Trusses, decking and shingles
were replaced section by section, and steel beams
were inserted into the walls.
In late June, a newly built bell tower was trucked to
Granville in three sections from Midstate Contractors’
facility in Marion.
The exterior of the new tower is identical to the
original. The belfry and cupola was a design of Asher
Benjamin, whose early builder’s handbooks were
used as the basis for the church design. The tower
weighs about 10,000 pounds and was installed over
the church’s original bell and its new housing. The
original weathervane, also a design of Benjamin,
once again graces the skyline of historic Granville.
St. Luke’s bell was crafted in 1831 by John
Gallagher of Pittsburgh and originally shipped to
Granville by canal boat in 1837.
On July 3, the bell rang for the first time in many
years.

Workers install the new bell tower

“Building Our Vision” at Christ Church
Tricia Ettinger
Interchange contributor
The sound of a thunderstorm mixed with popping champagne corks this
summer as Christ Church, Glendale, celebrated the successful completion
of its “Building Our Vision” Capital Campaign. More than $3.85 million
was pledged to replace the All Saints Hall and Chapel with a building that
will improve ministry, function, maintenance, appearance, efficiency and
safety. And the campaign came not a moment too soon, as some of that
rain was leaking inside All Saints Hall during the celebration!
The campaign, which began five months ago, was the result of nine years of
evaluation of all aspects of parish life by the rector, staff, wardens, vestry members and other dedicated parishioners. This planning targeted the development
of a more dynamic worship life for our parish and expansion of exciting minis-

tries for the congregation and community. We are humbled by the response.
Now that the fundraising work is over, the construction work begins.
Talented parishioners continue to step up to deal with the many technical
aspects required to actually build our vision: selecting and interacting
with the contractors, architects and community while continuing to facilitate conversations within the parish to ensure the project truly reflects our
vision. Others will take on the daunting task of managing the transition
by finding a place for all the ministries, education and “stuff” of this 144year-old community once demolition and construction begin.
We are grateful for the presence of the Holy Spirit in the work of our
parish, and we are mindful that this project is to “build a gathering place
in which we are formed in God’s image and from which we are sent
out to be Christ’s body in the world” (taken from Building Our Vision
prayer).

Strengthening congregations
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Common cents

Ho, ho, ho
(sip, sip, sip)
Last September, our parish realized that bags of gourmet coffee
make nice Christmas gifts, and if managed properly, could be an
excellent fundraiser. Even non-coffee drinkers have relatives or
friends who might like a bag or two of nice coffee at Christmas.
So we placed an order with a local coffee roaster. In a parish with
an average Sunday attendance of 85, we sold
79 bags for a profit of $307.50. If your parish
Jack
would like to partake of similar success, here
Flemming
are some helpful tips.
• Finding a wholesaler: We use a reputable
local roaster who sells fine coffee and gives
excellent service. To find a roaster, look in
the Yellow Pages or bring up “Ohio Coffee
Roasters” on Google. I will not endorse any
roaster by name in this article, but if you are
close to US 33 or US 35 or in the Columbus
area, you might like to hear about our roaster. If
so, contact me at lflemmin@columbus.rr.com.
• Fair Trade and organic: Our roaster sells
only fair trade and organic coffee. I urge you
to use one who does the same. As Christians, we have a moral
duty to support the small, indigenous coffee farmer.
• Wholesale price: Wholesale prices vary somewhat. Fancy
flavors and decaffeinated coffee usually cost more. Last year our
average wholesale price was $7.11 per bag. Obviously, prices will
rise with inflation.
• Retail price: We charged $11.00 per bag regardless of our
own cost. This is a dollar above the local Kroger price for a bag
of the same coffee. Your parishioners will pay an extra dollar for
the convenience and to help the parish.
• Shipping: There are hundreds of local gourmet coffee roasters in the US. If you wish, you can have coffee shipped in from
2,500 miles away. But you will pay at least $1.50 per bag for the
privilege. We pay zero shipping because our roaster delivers to us
on the same day she delivers to Kroger’s, and we are on her way
to the store.
I suggest using a nearby local roaster to reduce shipping costs.
If you are in a metro area, you might submit a combined order
with nearby parishes. If the roaster is close, you can always pick
up the coffee yourself. But it is surprising how reasonable vendors can be on delivery terms if they can deliver a consolidated
order of 300-400 bags to a single parish location only a few miles
away.
• Taking orders: In the first year, I suggest offering 8-10 flavors
from your roaster’s inventory and include only one decaf flavor.
Construct an order form showing each flavor, the unit cost, the
number of bags desired, the total cost for each flavor, and the grand
total. Have the order forms ready on the first Sunday in November,
and set a firm deadline on orders no later than the Sunday after
Thanksgiving. Collect the money when the order is taken.
• Placing the order: Submit the combined order to your roaster
immediately. A competent roaster will deliver within 3-4 days.
This should allow you time to prepare the orders for delivery the
following Sunday. Christmas is coming. Time is of the essence.
• Delivering the coffee, paying the bill and figuring your profits: You can probably handle this on your own.
Jack Flemming is a member of Church of the Good Shepherd,
Athens, and serves on the diocesan Stewardship Commission.
Contact him at lflemmin@columbus.rr.com

Come grow with us
The members of St. Andrew’s, Washington Court
House, undertook a project this summer to grow 22
acres of field corn to support various outreach programs. Under the guidance of their vicar, the Rev.
Gayle Hansen Browne, the church has expanded its
ministry in the community.
At a daylong meeting held at Procter Center in 2010,
the vestry, ministry area coordinators and other parish leaders developed long-range plans and strategies
to expand St. Andrew’s reach in the community. As a
result, additional funding was needed to support these
activities. The Come Grow With Us Project was initiated by the vestry to accomplish these goals.
The use of the 22-acre field was donated by two
families of St. Andrew’s. A member of the vestry contacted various agribusinesses for donations. Ultimately,
the entire project cost (including seed, fertilizer, fuel,
trucking, insurance, machinery and chemicals) was provided at no cost.
A sign was erected at the field

identifying the project and recognizing the sponsors.
Numerous members of St. Andrew’s Church participated during the planting of the corn and a harvesting
event is planned for the fall so members will have an
opportunity to observe first-hand the farming practices
involved in raising corn.
Proceeds from the crop are expected to offer support for numerous outreach projects, including the
S.O.C.K.S. Program, which provides Christmas gifts
for needy area children; The Well, a multi-organization
facility to provide meals, supplies and services for
needy families; a future program to support local individuals and their families serving in the armed forces; a
nursing home ministry; and a dinner to recognize high
school students for outstanding academic achievement.
In addition, the project has spurred interest within the
congregation about farming and the role of agriculture
in the community.
Follow the project at www.standrewswch.org
The corn reaches six-feet tall in August.

Do you have the wRite Stuff?
It's submission time for the first annual newsletter
competition for the congregations of Southern Ohio.
Enter your newsletter in "The wRite Stuff" competition
and get valuable feedback -- and maybe, the first-ever
"Gold Quill" award.
There will be two divisions, one each for printed and
electronic newsletters, with multiple categories within
each division. Congregations that produce both electronic and printed newsletters may enter in each division. Independent judges will assess
the entries and award the gold, silver
or bronze Quill to the outstanding
entries in each category. Anyone
who contributes to a congregation’s
newsletter (ie. editor, priest, volunteer writer) is eligible to enter their work.
Winners will be announced at the annual
diocesan convention in November.
This is an opportunity not only for church communicators to show off their hard work but also for receiving
valuable feedback on improving communications at

your church. Judges will be asked to provide critical
evaluations of all entries, not just the winners. A special
award of “Best of Show” will be awarded to the overall
most outstanding printed and electronic newsletter. Best
of Show recipients will receive a
paid membership for Episcopal
Communicators, a national organization of people with communication responsibilities in The Episcopal
Church.
The competition will cover communications for the “program year” of
September 2010 until June 2011
Visit www.diosohio.org/Whatwedo/
write-stuff for the entry form and details.
Mail entries to Julie Murray at Diocesan House,
412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati 45202. Entries
must be received by Sept. 16 and will not be returned.
Winning entries will be displayed at convention. Direct
any questions to Julie Murray at jmurray@diosohio.org
or 800.582.1712 ext. 110.

Formation

Formation opportunities
Cathedral Choir of Boys and Girls
Established to foster a life-long enjoyment and appreciation of music through the singing
of sacred choral compositions, the Cathedral Choir of Boys and Girls is directed by Stephan
Casurella, the cathedral’s director of music, with the support of a staff of professional music
educators.
The cathedral is now accepting applications from any child age 7-11 (grade 2-6) for its
new program season. No musical experience is required, but applicants audition in person so
that vocal ability and musicality can be assessed.
Rehearsals are 7 to 8:15 p.m. on Wednesday evenings, beginning in September and are
based on the Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) Voice for Life curriculum.
Occasionally, the Boys and Girls Choir sings during worship at the cathedral, but this
involvement is intentionally limited so that choristers can continue attending their own parishes. And this year, the cathedral is exploring the possibility of the choir singing, as invited,
at the different churches of child members.
The cathedral will hold a parent information session and auditions – with pizza –on Sept.
7, at 7 p.m. An enrollment form is available at christchurchcincinnati.org/music/choirs. For
more information, contact Casurella at scasurella@cccath.org or 513.842.2065.

Ministry in Appalachia: Mountain Grace conference
Join Episcopalians from across Appalachia for the eighth annual Mountain Grace conference on Sept. 9-10 at St. John’s, Huntington, W.V. Hear
powerful Exodus stories from our own time, showing how
Christian leaders and congregations in Appalachia are
working to liberate their communities from current
pressures that oppress and entrap them. You will hear
front-line testimony, explore strategies your church
can apply, and strengthen bonds with others in the
region working steadfastly on these issues.
Conference cost: $55 for both days, $35 for Saturday
only. Meals included. The conference brochure includes
hotel options and how to apply for scholarships if needed.
You can find links to the brochure and online registration in the events section of the
diocesan website.

Episcopal Night at the Reds
Join fellow Episcopalians for
a great night out at the ballpark and raise funds for young
adult ministry in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio.
Episcopal Night at the Reds
Game will be Sept. 17. The Reds
take on the Milwaukee Brewers
at Great American Ballpark at
7:10 p.m. Tickets are $20 each.
Proceeds benefit young adult
ministry in the diocese, a ministry that currently has no budget
line item.
For more information or to
reserve your tickets, visit http://
diosohio.org/digital_faith/
events/295

Society of Catholic Priests explores spirituality, catholic evangelism
One of the fastest growing groups within the Episcopal Church is coming to Detroit, Mich.
The Society of Catholic Priests brings together clergy from the Episcopal Church and the
Anglican Church of Canada. Over the past three years, it has grown to include more than
200 clergy on its membership rolls. In a time when relations in many Christian traditions
have been filled with controversy and infighting, the twin aims of the Society--the cultivation of priestly spirituality and the growth of catholic evangelism--have drawn diverse clergy
together in the pursuit of faithful Christian ministry.
Speakers at this year’s annual conference from Sept. 28 to Oct. 1 include the Most Rev.
Frank T. Griswold, the 25th Presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church. Bishop
Griswold will be speaking on the subject of priestly ministry and the sacrament of reconcili-

5

ation. Other speakers include the Rt. Rev. Wendell Gibbs, presenting on catholic ministry
in the Diocese of Michigan, and the Rev. Tripp Norris, rector of a successful and growing
church plant of the Diocese of Atlanta, who will be exploring his own experience of catholic
evangelism in the Episcopal Church.
All seminarians, bishops, priests, and deacons of the Episcopal Church and the Anglican
Church of Canada are welcome to register for the conference at the conference website:www.
thescp2011.eventbrite.com.

Bexley Hall Day
All are invited to participate in the annual Bexley Hall Day on
Sept. 28. Highlights of the day include featured speaker, Diana
Butler Bass, a festive Eucharist celebrating 10 years of the Call
to Common Mission mission, with Bishop Breidenthal preaching. On the following day, Trinity Lutheran Seminary will host
Trinity Days and invites all to join them as well.
Bexley Hall Day begins with registration and a continental
breakfast at 9:15 a.m., followed at 10 a.m. by the Eucharist
in celebration of 10 years of common mission, with Bishop
Breidenthal preaching. The afternoon will include discussions about the common mission relationship between the two
churches, building an alumni association and congregational
development in the 21st century. Bass will talk about her book, Christianity for the Rest of
Us, from 4-5:30 p.m. The reception and alumni banquet will follow in the evening.
To register, call 614.231.3095 or e-mail alumni@bexley.edu

Diocese hosts fresh expressions conferences
missio is a gathering of emerging church leaders, mainline leaders, and Fresh Expressions
practitioners, for conversation and collaboration in (re) imagining church in ways that are
radically incarnational and contextual to embody the Gospel and Reign of God in today’s
culture. Held Sept. 30-Oct. 1 at Christ Church
Cathedral, missio is an opportunity for people in traditional congregations to dialogue
with leaders of emerging Christianity, to
discover innovative resources for building
community through radical hospitality, emergent worship, and missional church planting
within a postmodern and post-secular world.
Bring a team from your congregation to missio and learn to engage God’s mission in new
and fresh ways!
A pre-conference event, sustain, will be offered on Sept. 29. sustain will explore what it
means to live our faith collectively, in a particular place. This unique gathering will explore
local food, community gardening, neo monastic practices and building local economies. Two
meals will bookend our time together. A lunch, prepared with locally grown food, will be provided by the community and then together we will host a neighborhood barbecue for dinner.
In between you’ll hear short presentations
from various members of the Norwood
Collective and go on a short walking tour.
Think of it as a workshop, with a minipilgrimage, ending with a neighborhood
party. sustain is hosted by the Norwood
Collective and Vineyard Central and curated by Episcopal Village in partnership with the
Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Detailed information and registration for both events is online at http://missioconference.
org

Moravian love feast: Celebrating full communion
Earlier this year, The Episcopal Church and the Moravian Church in North America officially entered into full communion with each other. According to Episcopal News Service,
“churches in full communion formally recognize that they share essential doctrines, including
baptism and Eucharist; agree to accept the service of each other’s clergy; and pledge to work
together in evangelism and mission. The churches become interdependent while remaining
autonomous.”
To celebrate the new relationship, Episcopalians and Moravians in Ohio are invited to
join in this traditional Moravian service of hymnody, food and drink, hosted by Church of
Redeemer (Moravian), 3883 Summitview Road, in Dublin. The service begins at 7 p.m. on
Nov. 19, with Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal preaching. This is a wonderful opportunity
to learn more about each other and begin to discern ways God is calling us into common
mission.
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Notes from
the Edge
I’m not sure how it happened, but my husband
and I are now regular gym-goers. We’d reached
the point in our lives when going up a flight of
stairs made us pant, so it seemed to be a good idea
at the time.
One of the exercises my personal trainer/friend
suggested was to help strengthen the muscles in
my ankles, which are chronically weak and often
cause me to trip over myself. There’s a thing
called a Bosu ball—basically, one of those giant,
inflated yoga balls but cut in half and mounted
onto a circular platform—and he has me stand
on the platform. Imagine a circus animal standing on a ball and struggling to
stay upright, and you’ll almost
The Rev.
have a sense of what I look
Alice
like. But it gets worse—I have
Connor
to stand on it on one foot for
an increasingly longer time.
This is meant to engage all my
muscles, from the ankle on up,
and as they fight one another,
they strengthen and, eventually, work together. In theory,
it sounds great. In practice, it’s
another story.
While practicing this ridiculous exercise the
other day, I had a bit of a revelation. I was standing in front of the wall of mirrors on the Bosu
ball mostly managing to keep my balance when I
noticed what my arms were doing. They weren’t
just stuck out to the sides, trying to keep me
upright but were extended with elbows bent and
palms upwards, rather like my stance behind the
altar. Those who like church-y words call this
orons position and it’s one of the most ancient
things we know about Christianity—the first celebrants of communion stood something like that.
In a flash I thought of the prayers we offer and
of our celebration of Eucharist. And I realized that
they’re about balance. These conversations we
have with God are attempts to get all our spiritual
muscles working together so we don’t trip. When
we lift our hearts and hands to the Kingdom of
God, it is a gesture of vulnerability—open hands,
open arms, do with us as you will—and it is a
plea for balance—hold us steady, be our center
of gravity.
The teetering we all do as we try to walk the
path before us is not solved by reaching out our
arms. The teetering, you might say, is the path. We
flex our spiritual muscles of justice and prayer and
worship and resistance, and they work against and
with each other to keep us upright. The wobbling
just shows us that we’re trying.
The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus minister for
the Evangelical Lutheran Church at the University
of Cincinnati and chair of the diocese's Evangelism
Commission. She works at the Edge
(campus ministry house) and lives in the middle.
Learn more at www.edge-uc.org.

Formation

Pray our common prayer
By the Rev. Karl Ruttan
Interchange contributor
Three years ago, a group of Episcopalians
from Southern Ohio committed to prayer
and spirituality met to explore ways to
support and deepen the prayer life of our
diocese. After several retreats and quiet
days, the group decided to call itself DioS
Companions. The word dios is Spanish for
God, and it represents our commitment to
our relationship with God, each other and
our diocese.
DioS Companions is a loosely structured group that invites people to share in
a regular practice of prayer (Rule of Life)
and to pray for the ministry of our Church.
A Steering Committee plans about four
events each year throughout the diocese,
which includes quiet days, teaching sessions, and retreats. We also share resources
and promote other spiritual events in our
diocese. All are welcome to participate.
Our next event is a silent retreat on
Oct. 21-22 at the Procter Center. The

theme is “Connecting with God in our
Busy World.” The retreat will be a
mostly silent, with participants invited
to share in prayer practices from different traditions such as Benedictine,
Franciscan, Ignatian and Celtic. The
retreat begins with a time of introduction
and welcome at 7 p.m. and will conclude
at 4 p.m. on Saturday.
For registration information, including
costs, visit www.lifeformation.diosohio.
org/dios-companions. Scholarships are
available. Registration deadline: Oct. 13.
A second event is scheduled for Nov. 6
at the Procter Center. The event will be a
reflective time called “Christ, Cosmos and
Creation” offered by Sister Teresa, superior
of the Convent of the Transfiguration.
“Our generation is experiencing one of
the greatest upheavals of all time. We are
seeing the rise of new technologies, breakthroughs in communication and the ability
to study space, the stars, and galaxies unlike
anything humans have ever known,” says
Sr. Teresa. “The whole planet is in upheaval

Members of St. John’s,
Columbus, celebrate Palm
Sunday during Street
Church. The second service of the day begins at
1 p.m. on a street corner
in downtown Columbus
where people, some
homeless, some passing
by, gather for worship.
After the Eucharist, they
share in a simple meal
and fellowship.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
vulnerable among us,” says Reat. “Our
focus is on worship. We try to meet other
needs if we can: referrals for housing, getting jobs, providing dry socks, coats, boots
and tents. But the most important thing is
being in a real, mutual relationship.”
That’s why it was so gratifying when one
of the Street Church parishioners invited
some of the picketers to lunch. He offered
them some of the sandwiches that the congregation eats after the worship service.
“They keep yelling at us to repent,” says
Reat. “And we keep saying, let’s respond
with love. Let’s love them.”
Reat began a sabbatical in August and
will spend three months traveling across
the United States, worshipping with different street churches. She wants to learn how
other groups engaged in similar ministry are
doing advocacy work. And she plans to collect liturgical ideas and resources to create a
street church prayer book.
Her first trip is to the East Coast, where
she’ll visit street churches in New York,
Connecticut, Maine and Massachusetts –
including a street church service served
by a former Southern Ohio priest, the Rev.
Derrick Fetz. Next is Denver and Boulder,
Colorado, followed by a trip south to North
Carolina, Atlanta and Nashville. Finally,
Reat will head west to Seattle and down the
Pacific coast. The sabbatical is funded by a
$15,000 grant for pastoral leaders from the
Louisville Institute – “it is really a gift of
time to do this,” says Reat.

with change and spiritual challenges.”
The workshop will include the showing of Brian Swimme’s recently released
film, The Journey of the Universe: An
Epic Story of Cosmic, Earth, and Human
Transformation. The workshop will include
a discussion of how this perspective of
creation and human potential relates to and
enriches Christian Spirituality. The program
will be held Nov. 6 from 3 to 6 p.m. at
the Procter Center. Cost is $5 per person.
Please register in advance on the diocesan
website.
We invite you to join with us as companions in prayer. Please share with us in daily
prayer and in prayer for our diocese.
For more information on how to become
a part of this companionship please visit
our website at www.lifeformation.diosohio.
org/dios-companions. If you can, join us in
one of our events to support our spiritual
practice together. We are looking for more
ways to expand this ministry, and we are
exploring using distance learning and the
Internet to connect people.

She came to St. John’s nearly 15 years
ago, fresh from a curacy at St. Patrick’s,
Dublin, and a former career as a college
professor.
“When we were visiting Columbus,
we went to a number of congregations,
including St. John’s,” Reat says. “About a
minute into the liturgy, I said to John [her
husband]: this is where God is calling me
to be.”
Another priest was serving the congregation at the time, and she already had a job,
but the “place just has this incredible spirit,”
says Reat. “The lines between congregation
and community are so blurred here -- in the
very best of ways. The community knows
that whatever the need is, they can come
to St. John’s, and we’ll try to work things
through. We have very traditional worship
on Sunday mornings, but we’re non-traditional in almost every other way. It’s not a
worship tradition that is well known in the
community … but our worship is spirit-

filled, and the God they meet at St. John’s
is a living God.”
She views street church as an outgrowth
of this commitment to the community.
“I really see this as part of the fresh
expressions of the church – it’s the church
beyond walls. There’s so much potential for
communities to do this,” Reat says. “The
reason we go outside the church building
is because there are people who feel like
they can’t come inside the church, for whatever reason. I smell. I don’t have the right
clothes. I’m drunk. I’m high. I wouldn’t
know what to do.
“When you’re outside, all those barriers
are broken down. People can come and just
be who they are. There’s potential for that in
every community.”
Follow the journey at www.streetchurch
acrossamerica.blogspot.com. And if you have
ideas or practices for street churches, send them
to the Rev. Lee Anne Reat at revreat@aol.com

Common ministry
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Contact: Joseph J. Dehner at
513.651.6949 or
jdehner@fbtlaw.com

Editor’s note:
The 137th Convention of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio will explore the theme of
“On eagles’ wings,” based on the lesson in
Exodus 19:4.
This year’s convention will be held at
the Hope Conference Center at Wright
Patterson Air Force Base and hosted by
the Dayton Deanery.
Diocesan convention is a tangible extension of our connection to one another.
Let us share in the planning, prayer and
preparation for this gathering.
Watch upcoming issues of Interchange for
more convention information or visit the
diocesan website at www.diosohio.org

Nominations
The Nominating Committee requests your assistance in
obtaining nominations for the various elective offices to
be voted on at the 137th Diocesan Convention. We seek
candidates who are broadly representative of diocesan
demographics. You are the best source of nominations we
have, and we depend on your initiative to provide suitable
nominees for all available positions.
You may download and print a nomination form from the
website or fill out an online nomination form at
www.diosohio.org.
Each nominee is required to respond to two questions and
submit a photo for the nomination to be complete. The
maximum word count is 300.
Nominees are expected to attend a nominee forum on the
first day of convention.
In addition, nominees for these positions are required to
take anti-racism training. This is in keeping with General
Convention’s resolution requiring standing commission
members to have such training.
All nominations must be received no later than Sept. 27.
Only submissions received by the deadline will be printed
in Interchange. Please send submissions to
convention@diosohio.org.
Contact: Marsha Calloway at mcalloway1@insight.rr.com.

2012 Leadership Positions
Budget Committee:
Elect two lay, Class of ‘14
The Budget Committee is a committee of Diocesan Council
responsible for preparing and reviewing the annual operating budget of the diocese. (Canon XIII)
Diocesan Council:
Elect three lay, Class of ‘14; Elect one clergy, Class of ‘14
Diocesan Council is the continuing Diocesan Convention
throughout the year. Council meets six times each year, or
as called. They review budget and mission share requests,

Resolutions

oversee the systemic review and work with the bishops on
ministry and mission decisions in the diocese. (Canon XII)
Episcopal Community Services Foundation:
Elect three people (lay or clergy), Class of ‘14
An independent supporting foundation of the diocese that
encourages, supports through grants and education programs and helps to sustain volunteer community service
performed under the sponsorship of Episcopal Church congregations and deaneries.
Standing Committee:
Elect one lay, Class of ‘14; Elect one clergy, Class of ‘14
The Standing Committee is the bishop’s council of advice
and the ecclesiastical authority in the absence of the bishops. It also shares responsibility for the ordination process,
is consulted for consent for the election and consecration
of new bishops in the church and reviews requests from
congregations to encumber their property. (Constitution VIII)
Trustees of the Church Foundation:
Elect one lay or clergy, Class of ‘16
Trustees are responsible for administering loans and funds
for church buildings. (Articles of Incorporation)
Trustees of the Diocese:
Elect one lay, Class of ‘16
The elected trustees are responsible for management
of diocesan and certain other investments and property
owned by the diocese; and for serving as the board of
advisors to the bishop on administration of the William
Cooper Procter Fund. (Canons XI)

Constitution and Canons
The Committee on Constitution and Canons is charged with
assisting in the screening, preparation and presentation of
constitutional and canonical amendments. Amendments
to the Constitution and Canons of the diocese must be
submitted in writing by 60 days prior to convention –
Sept.12. Please submit any proposed amendments to
convention@diosohio.org.

Resolutions are a key way for the
people of the diocese to discuss and
reflect upon issues in the church and
beyond. Bishop Breidenthal encourages the submission of resolutions.
All proposed resolutions must be
received by Sept. 27 at convention@diosohio.org. The Resolutions
Committee will meet that week to
review the resolutions.
Those submitting resolutions are
expected to attend, or have a
representative at, the deanery
pre-convention hearings. A sample
resolution is posted on the
diocesan website at www.diosohio.org.
Contact: Jim Heathcote at 937.446.2108 or
jheathcote@earthlink.net.

Reservations
The Diocese has reserved the entire Hope Hotel and
Richard Holbrook Conference Center for convention. Rooms
are $85/night for single and $95/night for a double, and
includes breakfast. High-speed wireless Internet access
also is provided at no additional cost. The group rates are
guaranteed until Oct. 1. Call 937.879.2696 for reservations. Visit www.hopehotel.com/about to learn more about
the hotel.

Registration:
Online registration is open. Visit www.diosohio.org.
Information about exhibit reservations and certification of
delegates is also posted on the website.

Dates and deadlines
Upon Receipt
Congregations should submit Certificate of Election of
Delegates if not already reported.
September
12 – Deadline for Constitution or Canonical changes
27 - (45 days) Deadline for nominations and resolutions.
27 – Journal reports due. Deadline for recommendations
for commission appointments
October
12- (30 days) Necrology (list of those who have died
in each congregation during the past year) due to Geri
McDaniel, 412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati 45202
Credential letter due from congregation if delegates have
changed
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Gabriel’s Place
celebrates grand
opening
On Sept. 30 from 10 a.m. to noon, the Avondale community will
officially welcome the newest community gathering space—Gabriel’s Place. Located on the grounds of the former St. Michael’s and
All Angels Episcopal Church, the non-profit organization will serve
as a “safe, beautiful and spiritually nourishing place for community
members to gather in mutual respect, learn and interact, develop community based enterprise, and promote peace in
the community.”
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal will give
remarks at the dedication, along with other
partners: Avondale Community Council,
Center for Closing the Health Gap, Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati
Zoo and Botanical Gardens, CincinnatiHamilton County Community Action Agency,
JP Morgan Chase Bank Foundation, Local
Initiative Support Corporation (LISC), and the
University of Cincinnati Niehoff Urban Studio
Community Design Center.
“We have joined with the leadership of Avondale, local agencies
and many people of faith to get Gabriel’s Place up and running,” said
Bishop Breidenthal. “The future is rich with possibilities, and we
are only just beginning our journey together. But Gabriel’s Place is
already a witness to what can happen when community and cooperation come first.”
Community members are invited to attend the dedication and participate in tours of the facility, located next to the Hirsch Recreation
Center at 3618 Reading Road. The community garden, kitchen
incubator, meeting rooms and marketplace are designed to respond to
residents needs for support of cottage industry businesses, sustainable
food sources and access to safe community space for educational,
social and spiritual activities.
For more information on Gabriel’s Place, please e-mail
gabrielsplace.cincy@gmail.com to arrange a meeting with Program
Manager Carla Butler, or visit the website at www.gabriels-place.org.
Gabriel’s Place is located at 3618 Reading Road in Cincinnati.

		
MISSION

CORNER
A: The Church pursues its mission as it prays and worships, proclaims the Gospel, and promotes justice,
peace, and love.
One joyful way the Church promotes justice,
peace and love is through Jubilee Ministry.
In 1982 the General Convention of the
Episcopal Church mandated the formation of Jubilee Ministry. It was created as
a way to acknowledge that the people of
God – the laity – by virtue of their baptismal
vows, are joint disciples in Christ with the
poor and oppressed people, meeting basic
human need wherever it is found, and to
build a just society. Over the years, Jubilee has been both
locally and nationally recognized, first as ministries, then
as ‘centers’, and now as ministries once again. In the

The new van,
purchased
with a grant
from the
United Thank
Offering,
will help
transport
clients at St.
Lucy's Sober
House in
Portsmouth.

Second sober house
opens in Portsmouth
By Susan McComas
Interchange contributor
The Counseling Center, along with partners such
as All Saints, Portsmouth, is working to meet the
mounting needs for addiction treatment services.
Earlier this summer, the center opened a second St.
Lucy Sober House for Women.
In 2009, the William C. Procter Fund of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio granted $20,000 to All
Saints and The Counseling Center to open the first
St. Lucy Sober House for Women. The Portsmouth
community embraced the idea of helping women
enter treatment for their addiction to alcohol and/or
other drugs. This was accomplished through donations of food, bedding, household items, furniture,
personal care items and clothing from the community at large as well as from several faith-based
outreach ministries.
In the 2010-11 funding year, the Episcopal Church
United Thank Offering also recognized the importance of sober housing for women when awarding
The Counseling Center, $16,000 to purchase a meeting table and chairs and a 15-passenger transportation
van. All Saints shares its van with the center as well,
giving the staff two options to transport clients to case-

Diocese of Southern Ohio, there are 7 ministries with the
Jubilee designation:
• Episcopal Community Services Foundation
(ECSF)
• Cincinnati: The Open Door at Church of the
Advent, Walnut Hills
• Columbus: The Hunger Network in Ohio,
Neighborhood House, Inc. and St. John’s,
Columbus
• Dayton: Christ Church
• Springfield: Christ Church
What these ministries have in common is that
they all have an Episcopal identity (in some
way), they engage in worship or reflection, they are committed to works of advocacy and they are in partnership
with those they serve.

managed appointments and counseling activities.
Over the past year, St. Lucy Sober House has been
able to offer to 100 women medication-assisted treatment and supportive recovery services, including
primary health care and case management.
All Saints’ Recovery Outreach Ministries named
the sober houses in honor of St. Lucy, who as a
young woman was willing to put her life on the line
rather than turn her back on her faith in God. The
Roman emperor sentenced her to death when she
refused to marry a pagan man and gave her dowry
money to the relief of the poor. Part of the legend
surrounding her death tells of her eyes being gouged
by soldiers and later martyred on Dec. 13. Even in
the midst of this, the story goes that her sight was
restored and she was able to confront her tormentors
before her death. The name, Lucy, comes from the
Latin word “lux” meaning light.
The legend of St. Lucy is an apt metaphor in the
recovery community where sobriety allows a person
to have new eyes to see the world in a new way.
The St. Lucy Sober House for Women opened on
the feast day for St. Lucy.
To learn more about the St. Lucy Sober House
for Women program, contact Andy Albrecht at
740.354.6685.

Q: How does the

In many
Church pursue
ways, the minits mission?
istries designated
as Jubilee are the Church
living into the call of the Gospel
to be with people ‘where they are’
and transforming lives and communities. All of our Jubilee ministries
are places where partnership among other
communities of faith and agencies add to the
robust nature of the ministry. And they truly show
through their example how we, Episcopalians in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio, know the common story,
proclaim our common faith, pray our common prayer,
drink the common cup and serve the common good in
the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen!
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Reflection | The party’s over
By Chris Saunders
Interchange contributor
A popular T-shirt for sale on the streets of Russia this summer
depicts the “golden arches” of McDonald’s emblazoned over a
portrait of Lenin. On the back, it reads “The Party’s Over!” Having
just returned from my 20th trip to Russia since 1986, I would agree
that few signs of communism remain.
I traveled as a member of a tour of 26 Episcopalians and friends,
including the Rt. Rev. Thomas Breidenthal and his family. The trip
was organized by the Miami Valley Episcopal Russian Network,
which is a consortium of 13 Episcopal and Orthodox Miami Valley
churches. MVERN has been working for 14 years in Sablino,
Russia, an impoverished village south of St. Petersburg.
Twenty years have elapsed since the break-up of the once-powerful Soviet Union, and while much has changed, much remains
the same. In major cities, the standard of living appears to have
improved, although the villages continue to endure grinding poverty,
and many communities are disappearing as their residents move to
cities, looking for work. The streets
of Moscow and St. Petersburg are
clogged with luxury European cars,
although the streets of many villages remain unpaved and rutted.
Ostentatious mansions are springing up in gated communities and
GUM’s, the former State department
store on Red Square in Moscow,
now boasts only high-end luxury
merchandise.Consumer goods are
plentiful. An electronics store looked
exactly like an American Best Buy.
In the modest flat of a teacher, we saw new furniture, a microwave, a
flat-screen TV and even a Kindle. Only a few “professional” beggars
ask for coins near the major cathedrals, and gone are the long lines
of the 1990s and the elderly “babushkas” who sold their treasures,
spread out on table clothes, along the city streets.
The façade of prosperity, however, was dispelled as we rode
a sleek, high-speed electric train from St. Petersburg to Moscow,
passing many deserted farms and villages and seeing few signs
of agriculture. We were told that most of Russia’s food now is
imported. Villagers supplement their diet with gardens while apartment dwellers escape to their dachas, often the size of an American
tool shed, where they can grow vegetables.
Russian people now speak openly and freely about their hopes
and dreams as well as their frustrations with the current situation.
Although some young Russians are optimistic about their future,
many young, educated Russians see no future and want to escape
the half-hearted reforms and tyranny of corrupt authorities.
Since the fall of communism in 1991, the Orthodox religion has
once again emerged as the primary faith. Despite the differences
between the Episcopal and Orthodox churches, our group was
received warmly by the suffragan bishop of St. Petersburg and
other high-ranking clergy. With strong support from the state, the
temptation for the Russian Orthodox Church is again to become
the state religion of Russia. It is hoped, however, that they will
maintain their independence and provide the moral and spiritual
leadership needed by this country.
A regional hospital proudly showed us their excellent maternity
ward and high-tech equipment.
Although the Russian constitution guarantees universal health
care, in reality, Russia has a split system with a mix of private

Youth center progress

With the help of MVERN, a large youth center has been developed in Sablino, which
provides an extensive program of education
and recreation for the youth and adults of
this Russian village. An ongoing problem,
however, has been the high cost of heating
the center. The solution: Connect the center
to an existing natural gas pipe line.
Understanding this priority, Bishop
Breidenthal donated $5,000 from his discretionary fund as a challenge grant. After
seeing first-hand the critical need for this
project, the travelers on MVERN’s June trip
personally donated an additional $15,000,
providing the funds necessary to start this
project. When completed, heating expenses
will be reduced by more than $1,000 each
month.

Borscht Bash
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal and Chris Saunders talk during
this summer’s trip to Russia. Left: A photo of the “McLenin” T-shirt
medical care and a state system that lags far behind.
Because regional budgets fund the bulk of healthcare
costs, standards and health statistics vary dramatically
across Russia’s economically diverse regions.
The last vestige of communism may be the pervasive corruption. The wealth of the country appears to be controlled by
a few powerful oligarchs and government officials, a regime riddled
with corruption. Elected officials, civil servants and police are viewed
as the most corrupt. Last July, drivers who thought they were on the
road to riches, caused a huge traffic jam on a 10-lane Moscow highway
when two Moscow officials, caught with 10 million rubles ($350,000)
in alleged bribe money, threw the cash onto the road.
One member of our group traveled to Novomoskovsk, south of
Moscow, site of the Procter & Gamble plant where he had been
general manager in the early 1990s. P&G Russia is now one of the
fastest-developing subsidiaries of the Procter & Gamble Company,
ranking fifth in international production and creating a solid portfolio of more than 70 P&G brands. Novomoskovsk has been transformed into a middle-class community, thanks to the jobs created
by P&G, Kimberly-Clark, John Deere Tractors, a huge Pepsi plant
and several other western companies. P&G employs 1,000 workers
in well-paying jobs, while generating additional jobs for more than
14,000 people at P&G suppliers and business partners throughout
Russia. Local employees, including managers in very senior roles,
run most of P&G Russia and refuse to accept demands for bribes or
other forms of corruption. Another positive sign is that agriculture
is being developed around Novomoskovsk.
Yes, the party is over in Russia, and communism has died. Many
people clearly are enjoying a better standard of living despite
entrenched income disparity. There is freedom of expression, but
human rights remain an issue and freedom of the press is nonexistent. Corruption continues to be a major obstacle. Optimists
argue that Russia has moved in important ways toward becoming a
democracy, while pessimists are convinced that Russia is reverting
to its traditional autocratic mechanisms of power. Both sides can
find evidence to support their views in today’s Russia.

MVERN will host Borscht Bash II on Oct.
16 at 5:45 p.m. at St. George’s, 5520 Far
Hills Avenue, Kettering. The fundraiser is
being held to support youth exchanges, a
key vision of the organization. The evening
will include a borscht supper, music and
a video presentation of the 2011 Russian
pilgrimage. A cash bar for soft drinks, wine
and Russian beer will be offered. There will
be a sale of authentic Russian crafts and a
silent auction to include gift baskets and a
vacation get-a-way at a summer home on
Glen Lake near the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore in Glen Arbor, Mich.
Tickets are $25 (or $50 patron ticket, which
includes a $25 tax deductible amount);
checks are payable to MVERN. Enjoy a fun
evening and learn more about Russia and
our cultural exchanges! Send reservations
to Mary Siegel, 1915 Cider Mill Way, Tipp
City 45371 or inquire by email to
maryesiegel@aol.com.

Youth trip planned for
2012

Miami Valley Episcopal Russian Network is
happy to announce "To Russia with Love
VI", a pilgrimage to Sablino, Russia for
youth of the diocese. The trip is scheduled
for June 27 through July 11, 2012. Meet
new people, share a common faith and
work together to make a difference in both
yourself and others. We’ll be spending eight
days in Sablino, working in the local youth
camp and improving the facilities of the
Sablino Youth Center. The trip includes time
in St. Petersburg and Novgorod, two cities with abundant history and culture. For
details of the trip, please visit
www.mvern.org or contact Mary Kay Allen
at marycraig2@frontier.com
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Riding to the rescue: Tour de Ohio raises $4,500+
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
Cicada sostenuto, clover-sweet breezes,
and blue skies blessed a sturdy band of
Episcopalians who biked across Ohio in
mid-August to raise funds for ECSF’s community ministry grants for the coming year.
Our quest: to aid local ministries scrambling to meet the needs of neighbors still
struggling to find work, keep their children
from going hungry and prevent eviction in a
year when federal and state budget cuts are
forcing more and more Ohioans to turn to
churches for aid.
Organized by the Rev. Stephen Smith, rector of St. Patrick’s, Dublin, the Tour de Ohio
drew five enthusiastic bikers to ride along
Ohio’s rail-to-trail paths from Central Ohio
to the Ohio River. Members of St. Patrick’s
in Lebanon graciously provided free lodging
both nights of the three-day trek.
Other riders included Greg Bell of St.
Patrick’s, Dublin; Procter Center Executive
Director Chris Tokarz; and Huxley and
Ariel Miller from Ascension & Holy Trinity,
Wyoming. Hats off to the friends who
pledged $4,500 in donations by press time!
Every dollar will go into grants.
Here’s a journal with stories from vital
ministries along the trails of the ride. All are
currently receiving grants from ECSF or planning to apply this fall for a grant for 2012.
Mobilizing in Madison County: Ardently
supported by Trinity, London, the ecumenical
Ministry for Community galvanizes residents
to tackle the county’s unmet needs. Staffed
part-time by resourceful community organizer
Twyla McNamara, this non-profit incubator
has birthed a whole family of non-profits and
task forces to meet problems, ranging from
hunger to prescription drug addiction.
In a single week this spring, Twyla learned
of four teens who were on the verge of homelessness. One was a high school senior whose
mother moved to another county, abandoning
her without any money in a house about to
be foreclosed. The father, estranged, had not
communicated with his daughter for years. The
student continued her studies, no counselor at
school aware of her plight. Twyla helped her
get a job and a cell phone, find a friend to move
in with temporarily, and complete her financial
aid applications.
Next they tackled the challenge of housing and food. Despite huge waiting lists for
subsidized housing, Twyla was able to land
the girl an efficiency for which she pays $35
a month. A county caseworker angrily denied
food stamps, assuming the girl’s mother was
still living in the house and working in the
county, but Twyla vouched for the student
in a follow-up interview and won her food
stamps and Medicaid.

ECSF grant requests
due Sept. 15
New guidelines posted

Host Betsy Kitch welcomes the cyclists to South Lebanon.
Working now, with safe housing she can
afford, the successful high school graduate
is starting classes at Columbus State with a
full scholarship.
Studying her way out of poverty in
Clermont County: A young mother with a
7-year old is working while studying fulltime toward a degree that will qualify her
for a better-paid job. She lives in affordable
housing provided by Thomaston Woods,
the 100-unit housing complex developed
by St. Thomas, Terrace Park, but summer brought new hardship and she was
referred to InterParish Ministry, an ecumenical assistance program aided by Indian
Hill Church, St. Thomas, and St. Timothy,
Anderson Township.
“She is doing all the right stuff, but summer is really hard,” says IPM’s Sarah Cadle.
“During the school year, she and her son get by
on her student loans and part-time employment,
but the loans don’t carry over into the summer
months, and money gets tight. She’d like to
work more hours but her employer doesn’t
want the expense of a full-time employee –
she can only get 19 hours a week at the most
and is struggling to survive on $800 a month.
IPM paid the utility company $469 to keep the
family’s electric from being turned off so they
could keep their apartment.”
Xenia: a young mother’s terror turns to
joy: Greene County’s job agency has been
swamped by a 148% increase in visits from
desperate job seekers since 2008 – with more
than 46,000 visits in 2010 alone.
Both the Red Cross and the Family

Violence Prevention shelters in Xenia have
been over capacity with significant waiting lists for two years, reports Meg Gillis,
director of the Greene County Branch of the
Dayton United Way.
Christ Church, Xenia opens up its parish
hall and foyer every night all winter to shelter homeless adults and has been a supporting congregation of the Interfaith Hospitality
Network, a family shelter, for years.
This summer, a young mother shared her
family’s harrowing experience:
“‘Congratulations, you’re pregnant!’ A
phrase that brings instant joy and happiness
to everyone. You are filled with joy and
anticipation. Will it be a girl or a boy? Blond
hair or brown? Hoping just that it is healthy.
This baby will be a welcome addition for its
brother and sisters. They can’t wait!
“All is right with the world until an unexpected job loss. Everything you have saved
is gone at a very quick rate. Then all of a
sudden there are no more savings and you
see everything in your world spiraling out
of control.
“Then the infamous knock on the door
and an eviction has been ordered. What can
we do? We stay with family as long as possible then there is nowhere else to go but to
a shelter. The excitement and anticipation of
the upcoming baby turns to fear. What will
a shelter be like? Are we in danger? Are we
putting our children in harm’s way? Then we
have to face it.
“We make our appointment and go for our
initial visit. There are other children there,

ECSF awards grants for community ministry within the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Episcopal congregations, teams, task
forces or commissions in this diocese are
eligible to apply. Grant requests for 2012
must be received by Sept. 15. Be sure to
use ECSF’s new grant guidelines in preparing your application.
Adopted by ECSF’s board in the spring
of 2011, the new proposal questions
ask your team to talk with the people
you serve about what they are going
through and what their hopes are. The
proposal asks how you are drawing on
your Christian faith to shape and support
your response. How would God want conditions in your community to be different,
and what can your church do to bring that
about? How are you teaming up with your
wider community in solutions? Finally, the
new proposal asks you to explain how
you will circle back next year to find out
from those you serve whether the ministry
is improving the situation or needs to be
adapted.
ECSF’s website includes the new guidelines, suggestions on rooting community
ministry in faith and practical tips from
local churches.
www.ECSFsouthernohio.org
and ours fit right in and begin playing. We
are shown our bedrooms. The staff decided
that since the baby will be coming soon and
some complications have set in, I should
stay in the downstairs bedroom while my
husband and our other children stay in the
upstairs bedroom.
“Days turn into a couple of weeks and
we don’t know who is more excited about
the baby’s birth, the staff or us. The day
arrives we are off to the hospital. All of the
other people at the shelter are helping my
husband with the children. It is finally time
to go ‘home.’ A few weeks ago, I never
would have ever thought I would be calling
Interfaith Hospitality Network our home,
but that is what it has turned into. Staff has
become our family as well.
“In a very few weeks we will be going
into our new home. We once again have
allowed ourselves to get excited. By the way,
baby Emma is now two weeks old and is
loved by everyone.”
Thanks be to God – and to all the caring people who sponsored the ride. Now,
Lord, help us complete the true marathon
of responding to our neighbors’ needs in the
year ahead!

		

Mission

11

Hitting home: Budget cuts cripple human services
By Ariel Miller
Interchange contributor
By late summer, a series of federal and
state funding cuts had eroded the ability of
Ohio communities to prevent hunger and
homelessness, even as neighbors continued
to struggle to find jobs with enough hours to
meet their families’ survival needs.
One in five Ohio children lives in poverty.
The Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services estimates that 160,000 Ohioans will
have exhausted their unemployment benefits
by the end of December.
The new state budget slashes $945 million from what local governments received
in the previous biennium. This delivers a
body blow to protective
The diocese has a services for abused and
new public policy
neglected children and
website aimed at
old people, health care
helping people
for the indigent, and serbecome advocates vices for the mentally
for social justice in ill and disabled. That’s
their communities
on top of $1.69 billion
and beyond. The
slashed in funding for
site, www.pubthe Ohio Departments
licpolicy.diosohio.
of Alcohol and Drug
org includes the
Addiction (down 23%),
text of the past 30 Mental Health (down
years of diocesan
25%) and Aging (down
convention resolu85%).
tions, organized
Instead of tackling
both by year as well
a
maze
of tax exempas subject. It also
tions
and
credits, the
includes ways to
legislature passed more
get involved, links
to advocacy groups, than $1 billion in additional cuts and credits,
news briefs and
including the repeal of
upcoming events.
estate taxes that affect
8% of Ohio households
but will deprive local governments of $231
million.
“Communities will face a choice between
raising local taxes…or diminished services,”
writes economist Wendy Patton of Policy
Matters Ohio, a non-profit think tank. She
adds that local taxes tend to be flat rate, hitting
low- to middle-income families harder than the
wealthy. Policy Matters has released statewide
and county details on the cuts on human services, public schools, and higher education on
its website, www.policymattersohio.org.
Deeply concerned, many Christians
attended Congress members’ town hall meetings during the August recess, imploring
them to increase taxes and protect vulnerable
neighbors from further harm.
Ohio Sen. Rob Portman is one of six
Republicans on the congressional Super
Committee charged with hammering out
at least $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction
this fall. The WIC nutrition program for
mothers, infants and children, home heating

Cincinnati Vice Mayor Roxanne Qualls (speaking) and Councilman Wendell Young (center, behind banner) were
two of the many Episcopalians who attended the emergency prayer vigil Aug. 7.

assistance, and FEMA’s emergency food and
shelter funds are among the discretionary
federal programs at risk of further cuts.
In November, Diocesan Convention
passed a resolution supporting “federal and
state budgets that that sustain funding at
the levels to provide adequate supplies of
emergency food, food stamps and nutrition
programs for pregnant women, infants, preschoolers and children,” calling for “a pragmatic review of state tax policy to identify
opportunities to increase revenue during the
recession without further burdening households struggling with unemployment, low
wages or fixed income.”

Local ministries foundering
Local churches and ecumenical programs
are flooding ECSF with news of the harsh
impacts of the cuts that have already been
implemented.
• Montgomery County Job and Family
Services closed the Sunrise Center program
that provided skilled case management to help
families prevent eviction. “No one does rental
assistance any more,” reported Kris Sexton,
director of Christ Church, Dayton’s City Heart
ministry. But it’s needed more than ever as the
city has still not recovered from the massive
auto industry closings in 2008.
• In rural Madison County, the Community
Action Agency lost $64,000 in rent and foreclosure assistance funding and will end their
homelessness prevention program - one of
two in the county – by Dec. 31 if they can’t
find new grants. The agency stabilized 156
families on the verge of homelessness last
year, plus 59 between January and July of
this year.
Twyla McNamara, executive director of
Madison County’s ecumenical Ministry for
Community, wrote to all county clergy to see

if they can marshal the resources to convert
an empty armory into a shelter. Already she
knows of nine families who are homeless,
21 families doubled up because they can’t
afford rent, and 21 more on the verge of
eviction.“As we read in our newspapers and
watch on the news every day, the government won’t be solving this problem. We all
should be disturbed by children in our community sleeping in cars before they have to
face a day at school,” she wrote the pastors.
With local churches and foundations
strapped, ECSF fast-tracked a grant payment but Ministry for Community may be
forced to close its own doors by October.
Twyla herself, who worked night and day to
solve community problems for only $20,000
a year in salary, expects to lose her own job.
• In August, Cincinnati religious leaders
called an emergency prayer vigil to urge the
Hamilton County Commissioners to reverse
their decision to cut $8 million from a local
health care levy. Both Episcopal members of
Cincinnati City Council spoke, and several
Episcopal clergy and lay leaders attended.
County residents repeatedly pass this popular levy by huge margins – 68% supported
the measure at the last renewal. The cut
will save taxpayers just $5 on $100,000 of
property valuation. This comes on top of the
Ohio Legislature cutting $4.2 million a year
it previously sent the county to help local
hospitals meet the costs of uncompensated
care. Even before this one-two punch, levy
revenues fell short of the needs.
“When these representatives come to
church on Sunday, someone needs to tell
them what impact all these cuts are having,”
said Barb Sykes, president of Ohio United
Way. “This is life and death we are dealing
with!”
Her cry from the heart came after a bruis-

ing week in which she had to inform 41 Ohio
counties that the state had received only
$417,000 in federal emergency food and
shelter funds to divide among them all.
That’s 82% less than those same counties – among them Greene, Miami, Warren,
and Butler - received last year. Episcopalians
volunteer in and contribute to many grassroots programs that used FEMA funds in
past years, including the FISH pantry in
Fairborn and InterParish Ministry (IPM) in
Milford.
Ohio’s total allocation from FEMA fell
from $8 million to $4.5 million – a littlepublicized casualty of the acrimonious congressional wrangling. “Next year it could be
worse,” Sykes said grimly.
“A lot of the infrastructure to help people
is breaking down,” said Jonda Clemings, the
director of training and technical assistance
for rural communities at the Coalition on
Homelessness and Housing in Ohio. “For
example, federal stimulus money for homelessness prevention and rapid re-housing
will conclude in 2012 … Communities were
barely meeting needs even with that extra
money, and it’s ending.”
All this comes in a year when thousands
of Ohioans are still struggling to find a job
or get enough hours to keep from losing
their homes.
“This July we served the most people of
any month in our history,” said IPM’s executive director Lindsay Ein.
Visit www.publicpolicy.diosohio.org to see a
county-by-county spreadsheet of the cuts in
human services.
ECSF is the diocesan non-profit that aids
local churches to respond to poverty. Contact
ECSF at 513.221.0547 or visit the website at
www.ECSFsouthernohio.org.

What can you do:

1. Listen to your neighbors. Find out about
the struggles they are facing, and ask the
ministries you volunteer with to tell you what
resources they need to respond effectively.
2. Look at the numbers. Policy Matters Ohio
(www.policymattersohio.org) has published
short, clear analyses of state and local
human services funding using data from the
Ohio Department of Taxation and other key
sources. Advocates for Ohio’s Future, a consortium of statewide non-profits and human
services experts, is tracking federal policy.
Contact Will Petrik at wpetrik@advocatesforohio.org or 614.602.2464.
3. Talk to your elected officials, from the
county to Congress. Invite them to come
see your ministry first hand, or tell them
the real news of the people you serve. As a
Christian and citizen, tell them your priorities
for public revenues and public spending.
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Strengthening congregations

Books for good

tion runs until Sept. 18. Visitors are welcome to
view the art on Fridays from 12 to 2 p.m. and on
Sundays from 12 to 1 p.m., following the 10:30
a.m. worship service. For more information, call
740.369.3175.

Good Shepherd, Athens, began last year
selling books on Amazon.com that were
donated by members of the congregation.
So far, they have sold 94 books and made
a net profit of more than $700! What a
great fundraising idea! They also have set
aside several boxes of donated books for
their fall book sale. This sale is set for Oct.
6-7 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day. Call
740.593.6877 for more information.

Riding for a cause

Martha Belury had not ridden her bicycle for
15 years. Bill Karl
(pictured) had never
ridden a bicycle for
more than 100 miles
on a single trip. The
two parishioners
Around
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and
Oblates make promises on Feast
from St. Mark's,
Facebook pages so make sure to add us to your mailing lists! Send your news to Julie
Day
Dayton, ignored
Murray at jmurray@diosohio.org and Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org .
On August 6, the Feast of the
those facts and took
Transfiguration, Lyn Campbell (cenon the challenge –
ter), Oblate at the Community of the
and rewards – of
Transfiguration, made
Pelotonia 2011, a bicycling
her first Oblate
fundraiser for cancer research.
promises. Other
Belury rode from Columbus to
Oblates renewed
Amanda, Ohio; Karl rode from
their promises. The
National champs
Columbus to Athens. In the
Rev. Tom Timmons
Two of the country’s top long-distance runners
process, each generated a share
was to make his first
are from the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Starshine
of the nearly $10 million raised
Oblate promises that
Blackford of St. Matthew’s, Westerville, and
during the three-year-old Central Ohio event in support of
day, but because
Christine Tokarz, executive director of the Procter
cancer research and care at The OSU James Hospital.
of health concerns,
Center, took third and fourth place, respectively, in
“What a day,” Karl reported. “This was one of the hardSr. Teresa and Sr.
the Burning River 100-Mile Endurance July 28-29 in
est and most rewarding days of my life.”
Marcia received his promises and presented him with his
Cleveland. The Burning River was also the 100-mile
Belury described her ride as “truly, a moving experience.
Oblate cross on July 31.Fr. Tom died a week later, on the
national championship race for the United States of
I was energized by the many stories people shared about
Feast of the Transfiguration. Fr. Tom was very much in the
America Track & Field. Blackford crossed the fincancer in the lives of themselves and loved ones.”
hearts and prayers of all in attendance at the service.
ish line 20 hours and 17 minutes, with Tokarz close
behind at 21 hours and eight minutes.

Notable

Carb up at Trinity

Trinity Church on Capitol Square, Columbus, located
at the start line of the Columbus Marathon, will host a spaghetti dinner on Saturday, Oct. 15. Dinners will be served
at 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. The $15 donation for each dinner
goes to the continuing ministries of Trinity Church. Dinner
will be followed by introductions from race director Darris
Blackford – and St. Matthew's, Westerville member. A Race
Day pancake breakfast also will be available beginning at 6
a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 16. in front of the church. Spectators
and runners can purchase a complete pancake/sausage/juice
breakfast for $5 in the garden of Trinity Church. For more
information or to purchase spaghetti dinner tickets, call the
church at 614.221.5351.

Cardboard Creations
St. Peter’s, Delaware, is hosting a summer art exhibition, Cardboard
Creations, as part of
the continuing Art in
the Sanctuary program
at St. Peter’s. The show
features paintings of
Bible stories on cardboard panels by visionary artist Rudolph
Valentino Bostic of
Savannah, GA. Bostic
is a self-taught artist,
well known in folk art circles for his distinctive style of
brightly-colored, figurative art on recycled cardboard.
Religious subjects are Bostic’s favorite theme. The exhibi-

Art show and sale at Indian Hill church

2012 World Choir Games
In July 2012, the city of Cincinnati will host the
seventh World Choir Games. This is the largest international choral competition in the world, coming to
North America for the first time, and Christ Church
Cathedral will be a part of the excitement as the
venue for the musica sacra (sacred music) events.
The World Choir Games is the signature event of
Interkultur, a German-based organization that produces international choral events worldwide. Inspired by
the Olympic ideal, the goal of the World Choir Games
is to unite people from all nations through singing
in peaceful competition. Stephan Casurella, the
cathedral’s director of music, is serving on the Music
Advisory Committee for the 2012 Games.

Remembering Russelle Thompson
The Cincinnati chapter of the Pancreatic Cancer
Action Network will be holding a 5K fundraising
walk at Lunken Airport on Saturday, Oct. 1. The Rev.
David Bailey will be walking with a team in memory
of all the people that he has known and lost to pancreatic cancer, but especially for our own Russelle
Thompson. Bailey asks that others from the diocese
consider participating in this awareness and fundraising event in memory of Russ. Contact Danielle
Gentry-Barth at Danielle.Gentry-Barth@thechristhospital.com for more information about the event.

Enthusiasm is building for the 10th annual Indian Hill
Church Art Show, which will again feature the excellent talent of this region with artists offering paintings in
oils, acrylics, pastels, water colors and other materials.
Masterpieces in photography, glass, enamel and ceramics,
woodworking, note cards, fiber art and jewelry also will
be for sale. This show has become a highlight of the Arts’
Season in Cincinnati and one of the most popular fundraisers, contributing more than $20,000 to the church’s community outreach programs. The art show will be held on
Friday, Nov. 11, from 6 to 9 p.m. and on Saturday, Nov. 12,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call 513.561.6805 for more information.

Stories in the Garden
Stories in the garden began at Calvary, Clifton, in late
June and continued through Labor Day. The children gathered at the back of the church during the opening hymn
of the 10:30 service. They listened to a story in the garden
area by
the Parish
House
steps
and then
through
coloring
and play
dough were
available to
respond to
the story.

		

Common Ministry

CALENDAR
September
1 – Congregational audits are due to the
finance office. Send to Diocese of Southern
Ohio, c/o Finance, 412 Sycamore Street,
Cincinnati, 45202. Contact: Heather Windle
at 800.582.1712 ext. 113.
1 – National and World Mission
Commission meets at the Procter Center,
4 p.m. Contact: the Rev. Jennifer West at
614.592.2001.
2 – Diocesan Council meets via WebEx,
2 p.m. Contact: the Rev. Leslie Flemming at
740.517.2143.
5 – All diocesan offices closed for Labor
Day holiday.
6 – Full diocesan staff meets at Procter
Center. All diocesan offices closed.
7 – Standing Committee meets at
Diocesan House, noon. Contact: the Rev.
Stephen Applegate at 740.587.0167.
8 – Trustees of the Diocese meet at
Diocesan House, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the
Rev. Canon Jim Hanisian at jhanisian@
erhinc.com.
8 – Clergy Wellness Committee meets
at the Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the
Rev. Rob Rideout at 614.487.9970.
8 – Residency supervisors meet at the
Procter Center, 10 a.m.
9-10 – Mountain Grace Conference at St.
John’s, Huntington WV.
9-10 – Common Ministry training overnight at the Procter Center. Contact: the
Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
10 – Council for Deacons meets at the
Procter Center, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the Rev.
Douglas Argue at 614.280.1984.
12 – Safe Church training at Indian
Hill Church, 6 to 9 p.m. Safeguarding
God’s Children module; Safeguarding
God’s People module will be held Sept.
19. Register online at diosohio.org or
call Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712 ext.
105. Contact: the Rev. Darren Elin at
513.831.2052.
14 – Commission on Congregational Life
meets at the Procter Center, 9 a.m. Contact:
Janice West at 937.278.2249.
15 – Fresh Start and Residency programs
meet at the Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
15 – Advisory Committee on
Compensation and Resources meets at
Diocesan House, 1:30 p.m. Contact: Jon
Boss at 513.761.2630.
15 – Stewardship & Development
Commission meets at the Procter Center, 6
p.m. Contact: Dick Tuttle at 740.374.8508.
17 – Lay Preacher training at the Procter
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon
Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
17 – Episcopal Night at the Reds Game,
Great American Ballpark, 7:10 p.m.
Reserve your tickets by Sept. 1 at diosohio.
org. Contact: Julie Murray at 800.582.1712
ext. 110.

19 – Safe Church training at Indian Hill
Church, 6 to 9 p.m. Safeguarding God’s
People module.
24 – Safe Church training at Good
Shepherd, Athens, 9 a.m.
27 – Clergy Day at Procter Center, 10
a.m. Contact: Pat Haug at 800.582.1712 or
register online at diosohio.org.
29 – sustain, a fresh expressions event at
the Speckled Bird Café, 1766 Mills Ave. in
Norwood, 12 p.m. Register online at diosohio.org. Contact: the Rev. Jane Gerdsen at
freshexpressions@diosohio.org.
30 – Gabriel’s Place dedication, 10 a.m.
Contact: the Rev. Canon Anne Reed at
800.582.1712.
30-Oct. 1 – missio, a fresh expressions mission conference at Christ Church
Cathedral. Registration begins at 10 a.m.
Friday, conference begins at 2 p.m. Register
at diosohio.org. Contact: the Rev. Jane
Gerdsen at freshexpressions@diosohio.org.
30-Oct 2 – Southern Ohio Lay
Leadership Initiative weekend at
Procter Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at
800.582.1712 ext. 136.

October
1 – Worship Leader training at St.
Philip’s, Columbus, 9:30 a.m. Contact: Kay
Sturm at 800.582.1712 ext. 136.
1 – Diocesan Council meets at Procter
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Leslie
Flemming at 740.517.2143.
2 – Safe Church training at St. Timothy’s,
Cincinnati, 6 to 9 p.m. Safeguarding God’s
Children module.
4 – Procter Commission meets at the
Procter Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Chris
Tokarz at 800.582.1712.
6 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan
House, 9:30 a.m.
6-9 – Deacons School weekend at the
Procter Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at
800.582.1712 ext. 136.
9 – Safe Church training at St. Timothy’s,
Cincinnati, 6 to 9 p.m. Safeguarding God’s
People module.
10 – Diocesan offices closed for
Columbus Day holiday
11 – Stewardship & Development
Commission meets at the Procter Center, 6
p.m. Contact: Dick Tuttle at 740.374.8508.
11 – ECSF board meets at the Procter
Center, 6 p.m. Contact: Ariel Miller at
513.221.0547.
12 – COCL meets at the Procter Center, 9
a.m. Contact: Janice West at 937.278.2249.
13 – Fresh Start and Residency programs
meet at the Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
13-15 – Commission on Ministry meets
at the Procter Center. Contact: Pat Haug at
800.582.1712 ext. 103.
14 – Standing Committee meets at the
Procter Center. Contact: the Rev. Stephen
Applegate at 740.587.0167.
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Rest in peace
The Rev. Thomas Jefferson Timmons III died at his home in London on Aug.
6, the Feast of the Transfiguration. A longtime supporter of the Community of the
Transfiguration in Glendale, he had taken his vows as an oblate of the Community a week
before. He was 78 years old.
A priest for 53 years, Fr. Timmons served as priest-in-charge of St. Anthony’s,
Wilmington from 1958-61 and as associate rector of St. John’s, Worthington, from 196165. He was rector of Trinity, London for more than three decades, retiring in 1997. He also
served as interim priest at St. Mark’s, Sidney, and as chaplain at the Procter Center.
Survivors include his wife of 55 years, Sarah; his sons, Stephen, David and Peter; and
his sister, Georganne Compson. The memorial service was held at Christ Chapel at the
Procter Center on Aug. 12, with Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal presiding. Memorials may
be made to the United Thank Offering of the Episcopal Church, c/o Milicent Eason, 2135
Schenley Drive, Cincinnati 43219.
The Rev. Randall Mendelsohn, a retired priest licensed to officiate in Southern Ohio,
died Aug. 24. He was 82.
Although canonically resident in the Diocese of Michigan, he had served for several
years in his retirement at Holy Trinity, Kenwood. His wife, Dorothy, preceded him in
death. Survivors include their children, Mary, Martha, Elizabeth, Chad and Clair.
Memorials may be made to the Diocese of Alaska or the Diocese of Northern
Michigan.
William E. Clausen, the husband of the Rev. Kitty Clausen, died Aug. 10. He was 73.
He received his doctorate in mechanics from The Ohio State University in 1965 and
spent 30 years as a faculty member there. His specialty was structural dynamics and
vibration measurements, and he was the co-author of the last three editions of the classic
textbook, Vector Mechanics for Engineers-Dynamics.
An accomplished organist and pianist, he served for 25 years at St. John, Lancaster.
He studied in 1981 at the Royal School of Church Music in England and was an active
member of the Columbus Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.
In addition to his wife of 47 years, he is also survived by a son, David. Memorials may
be made to St. John Episcopal Church, 134 N Broad Street, Lancaster 43130-3701.

LEADERSHIP
Transitions
St. Paul’s, Dayton, has called the Rev. Alan Meade as interim rector. He most recently
served as interim at St. Paul’s, Indianapolis.
Northern Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster; St. James, Piqua; St. Paul’s, Dayton;
Trinity, Troy: Beginning transition process
St. Andrew’s, Evanston: Developing profile
Advent, Cincinnati; St. Alban’s, Bexley: Interviewing candidates

Clergy news
Congratulations to the Rev. Ben and Amy Philips on the birth of their daughter,
Catherine Elizabeth. Catherine joins big brother, David. Philips serves as the rector of
St. George, Dayton.

September
4
11
18
25

VISITATIONS

St. James, Piqua
Grace, Pomeroy
no visitations, House of Bishops
Trinity, Newark (Rivera)

Note: All visitations are by Bishop
Thomas E. Breidenthal unless noted.

October
2

9
16
23
30

St. Stephen’s, Columbus
Christ Church, Xenia (Rivera)
All Saints, New Albany
St. Paul’s, Chillicothe
St. Andrew’s, Dayton
Trinity, Troy (Rivera)
Church of St. Edward, Columbus
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R E M E M B E R I N G 9-11

7

Helping
others
helped us
get through
After the horror of watching two planes
deliberately flying into the World Trade Center,
my strongest memory of that ill-fated day was
the phone call from my niece.
“Aunt Pat, we heard there are many people
stranded at the airport with no place to stay.
Jack is on his way over there to bring back a
few people who need a place, until the planes
are flying again. Can you help? We need to
make some meal plans, gather some pillows and sheets and get something started
for tonight’s dinner. I don’t know how many
people will come back with Jack.”
That was the beginning of the next week,
having five strangers come into our life.
One of the couples, professors from Walla
Walla University, were on their way back from
a conference in England.
A single African woman, now living in
France, was on her way to visit her sister in
Chicago. The Russian couple was immigrating to the U.S. and on their way to relatives in
California.
The man and wife from Russia did not
know any English, and we certainly didn’t
know any Russian. They could not communicate with us, but they certainly could with my
niece’s four-month-old twin daughters. They
took over the care and loving of these babies.
They talked, cooed and sang Russian lullabies
to them and seldom put them in their cribs.
The African woman stayed with us for two
days before she could get a Greyhound bus to
Chicago.
The couple from Washington stayed with
us for six days before they could get a plane
home to Walla Walla. They became good
friends. They were overwhelmed that a family
of strangers would take them in during these
desperate circumstances. Ten years later, we
exchange Christmas cards and news of the
past year.
I was so proud of my family, coming together to host, feed and entertain this group in
need. In a small way, it helped us get through
that first week of this tragedy.
I think most often about the couple from
Russia, arriving in their new, adopted country
on this day of horror. They couldn’t communicate anything to us. I think their comfort came
from holding and loving two small babies.
We have never had word from them. I hope
they are enjoying a lovely life in California.
Patricia Subbayya, Calvary, Clifton

Images of the 9-11 attacks.

Special events
Christ Church, Dayton: Harp Ensemble Concert on
Saturday, Sept. 10 at 7:30 p.m. at 20 W. First Street, Dayton.
On the 10th anniversary weekend, a time when the worst of
humanity was revealed, we invite people of the Miami Valley to
experience and affirm the best of human accomplishment. The
harp ensemble has been performing in the Miami Valley for the
past 31 years and features 15 harps accompanied by additional
instruments. A reception will follow the concert. This event is
free and open to public. Information: 937.223.2239 or www.
christepiscopal.com
St. Mary Magdalene, Maineville: Commemorative service at
9:30 a.m. on Sept. 11 at 2757 W. US 22 & 7, Maineville. Service
will focus on building peace and hope together. All are welcome.
The Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park: Memorial Concert
in the Chapel of the Holy Cross at 3 p.m. at 2944 Erie Ave., in Hyde
Park, on Sunday, Sept. 11. The concert will feature Jeff Shaffer,
trumpet, and Mary Southworth Shaffer, soprano, in a live performance with video footage and reflections from a first responder.
The memorial concert is free and open to the public. Information:
513.321-6700 or www.redeemer-cincy.org.
Christ Church, Glendale: Special Sunday Music Live with
Dinner will be held on Sunday, Sept. 11 at 5 p.m. at 965 Forest
Ave. Information: 513.771.1544 or www.christchurchglendale.org
Trinity, Newark: Blue Mass to honor police and firefighters on
Sept. 11 at 4 p.m. at 76 E. Main Street. The service will include
a combined choir, representing Trinity; St. James, Zanesville; St.
John’s, Lancaster; and First Methodist Church in Newark. It is open

to the public but especially intended for the officers in the various
services. They will be encouraged to bring their families and come
in uniform so they can be recognized. Ceremonial units are invited
to participate as an honor guard. A reception at the church will follow. Information: 740.345.5643 or www.trinitynewark.org
St. Luke's, Granville: Gabriel Fauré's Requiem on Sunday, Sept.
11 at 7 p.m. at Denison University's Swasey Chapel. The choirs of
St. Luke's, Granville, will join with other community church choirs
and singers in the special service. Sung twice at St. Luke's (2007
and in 2010), Gabriel Fauré's Requiem is the most widely performed
Requiem in existence. Premiered in 1888, it is frequently heard in
concert halls and churches to this day. Information: 740.587.0167 or
www.stlukesgranville.org
Ohio Council of Churches: Ohio Interfaith Prayer Service at
the Atrium of the Ohio Statehouse on Sept. 11 from 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Gather as communities of diverse faiths to pray for all affected by
the tragedy; honor the creative human response; promote peace
and interfaith harmony; and foster unity among the people of Ohio.
Information: e-mail iaco@iaco.org
St. James, Columbus: An Evensong: Remembering 9.11.01
on Sept. 23 at 7 p.m. at 3400 Calumet Street, Columbus.
Sponsored by the diocesan Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
Commission, the Evensong will include the preaching of the Rev.
William L. Sachs, executive director of the Center for Interfaith
Reconciliation in Richmond, Va. The St James Church choir
will sing and support in worship that evening. All are welcome.
Information: 614.262.2360 or www.stjamescolumbus.org
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Life will never be the same
At the Bishop Claggett Center, a lovely
farm and diocesan retreat outside of
Frederick, Md., 17 priests were gathered
with two faculty members and me for the
second day of our monthly Seabury Institute
Mid-Atlantic session. We had just finished
breakfast when one of our group commented
that a construction worker on the site had
told him of the first plane flying into the World
Trade Center. Amidst our confusion and disbelief we learned of the second plane’s fate.
Two of the clergy in the room were from New
York, and several knew people who worked
in the Twin Towers. We were able to get a
television working on a news channel and
watched in wonder as the Pentagon was
assaulted and the fourth plane crashed in
Pennsylvania. The spouse of one of the participants was in the Pentagon that day, and
several of the Virginia and Maryland clergy
had parishioners who worked there.
It was determined, in short order, that our
work for the day had come to an end, and all
of us needed to return to family and parish to
deal with the pastoral realities of the attack.
As tears flowed freely from some, we stood
in a circle, embraced each other, and prayed
for the victims, ourselves, and the attackers.
On the ride home, I became aware that the
world would likely never be the same, and the
change in our culture would be greater than
anything we had experienced for generations.
Where was God in the midst of this turmoil? My

luggage, we are suspicious of those whose
appearance recalls the 9-11 acts of violence,
we move between victimization and intense
pride. Our patriotism often comes close to the
line of superseding our faith. Although I consider myself a patriot, I know arrogance that
comes from pride and hatred that comes from
victimhood can and do infect my heart. It is
only through the love of Jesus that lives can be
transformed. Perhaps the gift and opportunity
we have is that life will never be the same, and
that can be a good thing. Thankfully we have
many ways to be present with each other to
remind us of the Truth and the place of God in
our lives. The prayer for the Human Family on
BCP p. 815 is a place to begin.

Rescuers and worshippers at St. Paul's Chapel in New York City. Photo by Leo Sorel
middle school son would grow up in a very different world from the world I had experienced.
And although that is true for each generation,
this event seemed to mark a seismic shift. What
compelled these few people to hate the United
States so much? What, by the grace of God,
did we need to learn?
In the years that followed, the

Together
in sorrow
and prayer
I was at Procter for a meeting of the Christian
Formation committee that morning; we watched
television as did so many others that day.
When I got home to Delaware, I called clergy
from around town, and we hastily arranged a prayer
gathering at one of the Methodist churches in town.
Protestant, Catholic and Jew met to pray together.
We clergy did nothing more than arrange the meeting; faithful members got up to express what was
going on with them and to offer prayers. We sang
hymns through our tears.
For the moment, until political leaders decided
revenge was the proper response, we were together
in sorrow and prayer.
The Rev. Tom Van Brunt, Cincinnati

electronic road signs along the highways
around Baltimore and Washington said, ‘report
terrorist activity, call 800….’ When we moved
to Michigan in 2003, one of my friends envied
my ability to get out of the stress of living in
the environment of extraordinary watchfulness
and suspicion. The world is not the same as
it was; we look for stranded packages and

O God, you made us in your own image
and redeemed us through Jesus your Son:
Look with compassion on the whole human
family; take away the arrogance and hatred
which infect our hearts; break down the
walls that separate us; unite us in bonds
of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on
earth; that, in your good time, all nations
and races may serve you in harmony
around your heavenly throne; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
The Rev. Canon Anne Reed,
canon for mission

What could be
Christian responses?
Our tour bus had just passed through a low-income area on
the outskirts of Paris, where minority youth descended from former
French colonies had nothing to do. Our guide told us about his
father’s experience fighting in Algeria, and how he was ashamed and
horrified at the atrocities committed by French soldiers. This area obviously would be a problem someday.
We stepped out of the bus and watched the guides suddenly
speaking among themselves. Our guide told us that something bad
had happened: that the World Trade Center in New York City and the
Pentagon had been hit by planes. I explained to the guide that the
Pentagon was not in New York, oblivious to the possibility that two
attacks could occur on the greatest country’s soil.
Our hotel was near the American Embassy, and we were told that
an attack had been thwarted on the embassy, which was now cordoned off. Parisians who tried to express sympathy to our group were
warned away by the guides who worried that someone would shoot
us. Parisians who could speak to us individually were kind and shared

our sorrow.
At our table at dinner, all of us spoke glumly of what would happen
next. The United States would attack the offending country, whichever
one it was, and vengeance would not be successful. A double loss.
What could be Christian responses?
When I called home, Joe kept telling me to enjoy Paris, and I gave
up explaining that people were trying to kill us. I wrote a postcard to
my family and told them how much I loved them. My neighbor’s son
had been killed in the Towers; my cousin had walked out. At night, we
watched a British channel that showed the planes hitting the Towers,
and then the sight of lights going out throughout the States.
Because of a documentary I was making, I had been immersed
in WWII. Looking over photos and footage, I always wanted to yell,
“Run, get out while you can!” But I felt their same loyalty to my country: I wanted to be in the U.S. with my people and see it through
together.
The Rev. Noel Julnes Dehner, Cincinnati
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Prayer got me through
It was prayer that got me through
regular Sunday morning. I learned
that frightening day.
this happened everywhere. In this
It was beautiful day in lower
time of despair, people knew they
Manhattan. I had been invited to
needed God.
a conference on spirituality with
For some time after that event,
the Rt. Rev. Rowan Williams, then
I lived in fear. But when I was
Archbishop of Wales as the guest
on retreat, I had a picture of the
speaker. The meeting was at Trinity
Creator God holding this broken
Church Wall Street, resting just
creation in healing love. I realunder the shadows of the World
ized this love was greater than
Trade Center.
the hatred and violence that had
I arrived a little early, and I
caused this event. This gave me
stopped in the church to pray. It
peace. I was determined to do
was peaceful and quiet in the beauwhat I could to live this truth.
tiful church as a great variety of folks
Many months later, I reunited
gathered for a private prayer before
with my friends who had shared
their day began.
this experience on Sept. 11. We
I arrived at the conference center
had all been profoundly changed
at around 8:45 a.m. I soon learned
by the event. The event caused
that a plane had hit one of the
us to look at our lives and at what
World Trade Center towers. We
is most important to us. We had
were told it must be a small, private
all chosen anew to live our lives
plane, but outside in the beautiful
according to our deepest values.
sun-lit day, papers starting flutterThis event deepened my coming out of the sky. It was an eerie
mitment to my faith and to live
sight. Then one of our group arrived
its values of reconciliation. I had
breathless and frightened because
seen so much hatred expressed
some debris had hit her taxi just as
after 9-11 and the increasing fear
she arrived. We feared that what
and polarization that it caused.
was happening was more than
I knew that this was not the
A woman weeps as she sits in a pew at St. Paul's Chapel. Rescue and recovery workers slept on the pews for several
an accident of a small plane. We
answer. I knew that the violent
months after 9-11. The church decided not to repaint them, letting the scuffs of the workers' boots be a reminder of God's actions of radical extremists on
gathered together, held hands and
call to serve others. Photo by Ben Prewett
prayed for the people in the plane
that day were an aberration of
and the occupants of the tower.
Islamic religion. I decided to work
I called home and told my wife
to bring together those of differthat a plane had hit the tower but it was probably
ent faith traditions, to grow in understanding, and to build
under nearby buildings. Soon a black cloud of soot overtook
just a small private plane and I was fine. I told her not to
on our common values of peace and community. In particular,
us. Later we learned that the second tower collapsed.
worry.
I decided to work to find common ground between Christians
We finally reached Battery Park where a small construction
Then at 9:03 a.m., we heard a huge crash. This was no
and Muslims in our shared commitment to God and to peace.
trailer was sitting by the street. Some construction workers
small plane hitting a building. We soon learned that a second
This new exploration has been rich.
told us to come inside and offered us fresh water to drink
plane had hit the towers; both planes were hijacked commerand to breathe the clean air in the trailer. One of the men said
The Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan, canon for life formation
cial airliners. We were under attack.
“What can we say at a time like this?” And he began to pray.
We were rushed into a windowless TV studio in the center
He offered prayers for each of us and for those who had died
Here is a Prayer of the World Council of Churches,
of the building where we huddled together and tried to get the and for those seeking safety. For me, these prayers were perVancouver Assembly, 1983, which speaks to this desire:
news. Archbishop Williams offered a beautiful prayer for safety haps the most powerful of the day. In my frightened condition,
and deliverance for the people in the buildings, for the people
I realized how badly we and those suffering and dying needed
Eternal God whose image lies in the hearts of all people,
on the flights, and even offered a prayer for the hijackers, for
the healing grace of God.
We live among peoples whose ways are different from ours,
an end to violence, and for greater understanding.
We went outside where some buses were waiting to
whose faiths are foreign to us, whose tongues are unintelligible
At 9:59 a.m., the building started to shake. It felt like a
evacuate people. We asked the bus driver where he was
to us.
freight train was hurtling through the building. The TV went
going, and he said, “Out of here.” That seemed good enough.
Help us to remember
dead, and the lights went out. Some people dropped to the
We headed north and up to General Theological Seminary,
that you love all people with your great love,
floor. Soon, heavy, acrid smoke entered the studio. The first
where we were staying. As we got off the bus, we were back
that all religion is an attempt to respond to you,
tower had collapsed.
in bright sunlight. My friend pointed south, “That’s where the
that the yearnings of other hearts are much like our own and
The security guards began to hurry us out of the buildtowers used to be,” he said. All we could see was billowing
are known to you.
ing to get us to a safer place. We walked into an eerily silent
Help us to recognize you in
smoke.
the words of truth,
Manhattan. The streets were empty but covered with a snowLater that day, the community of General Theological
the things of beauty,
like soot several inches deep. I saw abandoned cars, a pair of
Seminary gathered for a Eucharist. It was healing and supthe actions of love about us.
shoes, and even a neck tie in the soot. The sun was no longer
portive to be sustained by prayer, community, and the grace
We pray through Christ,
visible because of the dust. We trekked south to Battery Park.
of God.
who is a stranger to no one land more than another,
After a short time, we heard a terrifying crash grow in intensity,
I was able to get home by the following Sunday. My church
and to every land no less than another.
and the volume shook us to the core. We tried to find cover
was packed. I had never seen so many people in church on a
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Photo by Leo Sorel

Would there be
forgiveness?
The phone woke me up. It was my mother, “Get to a television.” “Mom, what’s up?” “Get to a
television--there is trouble in New York.”’
That is how my day began on September 11, 2001. This day would radically change the
course of the American experience. The day that the unthinkable was not only thought of but
executed, along with the lives of nearly 3,000 American citizens and nationals of more than 90
countries, cut down on American soil in peacetime by an invisible enemy, now made visible. The
day that modernity would drop to its knees.
The phone calls began. This friend and that friend called to share the moment in time to reassure
ourselves that those we loved were alive and well. Then there were two more attacks, the Pentagon,
and a plane flying over a field in Shanksville, Penn., heading for Washington, D.C., forced to its ending
by the very passengers held captive.
The uneducated and uninterested simply remained in disbelief, waiting for the next news flash.
Being neither, I was very much aware that these attacks could be from one of many sources or a
combination of sources --or worse, the act of a mad man or mad woman with friends. They could
have been American or foreign or both.
We Americans inspire as much hate as we do love, at home as well as abroad. Our relationship with our global neighbors is a delicate balance that depends upon our national and corporate
interests, circumstances and
weather, each contributing
to which way the balance
will favor. Love or hate. And
in the politics of 2001, like
today, there was little love
nationally or internationally for
the government or political
parties of the United States
of America .
I remember the feeling of
personal helplessness that
cold and empty feeling that
could only be remedied by
the love of God. So I went to
the nearest church and began
my prayers for all those who
were dead or dying. Some
I would know or know of,
either by business or church
affiliation, not to mention the impact on friends who lived in New York City and Washington, D.C.
My mind wandered in prayer to my trips to New York City and Washington, D.C. To the World
Trade Center,having lunch at Wild Blue followed by a shot and a beer at “The Greatest Bar on
Earth.”Both were obliterated that day. This city had welcomed my ancestors when they emigrated
from Europe, to begin a new chapter in my family’s history as Americans. I thought of the stage of the
Palace Theater, where my grandmother sang, to Washington Square, where I got a kiss I will never
forget. I remembered marching in the first Gay Pride March on Washington and the opening of the
Holocaust Museum. People, places and things! Memories and events, which for better or worse, have
shaped my life. All were attacked on that beautiful autumn day.
Then anger set in: anger, for past and current abuses in American foreign and corporate policies,
which had led to such hatred abroad, and anger at those who would use our past and present mistakes as justification to murder the innocent and unaware. And I felt a profound sadness for all of us
caught in the crossfire of our varied governments and ideologies.
All these and many more emotions would have to be placed on hold to face the current situation.
Money, time and labor is what was needed, not retribution. I ended the day with a question in my
journal, “Would there be forgiveness?”
I have never quite been able to make peace with September 11, 2001. For as long as we place
profit over a person’s well-being and justify it (with the words like progress, expansion, globalization,
capitalism, modernity) those murdered on that day were causalities of a war that has been fought
since the beginning of time. It is a battle which we all fight, both you and me. Some win, some lose.
The battle is greed. So I will end this day with a question for you. “How do you make your living?”
John-Albert Dickert, Christ Church Cathedral, Cincinnati
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Lay theologian: Severus
Snape and forgiveness
SPOILER ALERT: Be aware that
details are given here that may spoil the
story for you if you haven’t followed the
Harry Potter series to its conclusion.
It’s hard to believe it has been 10 years.
I rode my bike to work that September
morning. On arriving I heard from a colleague about the terrible accident. Then
there was another crash, and something
more sinister seemed to be afoot.
I rewatched the Harry Potter movies this
summer before seeing the final film in the
theater and have been thinking about how
we imagine evil, in stories and in real life.
In “Harry Potter and the Half-Blood
Prince,” there is a brief debate at the
Weasleys’ house about whether Professor
Snape can be trusted. Sixteen-year-old Harry
thinks not, but Remus Lupin, a close friend
of Harry’s murdered parents, insists he can
be. Professor Albus Dumbledore, Hogwarts
headmaster, and advisor and protector of
Harry, trusts Snape so they can too.
Later that night, as the guests are leaving, Death Eaters arrive to taunt Harry and
draw him into a nearby cornfield to kill him.
Harry is the living symbol of the failure by
the evil Lord Voldemort to seize complete
control of the wizarding world.
Failing to kill Harry, two of the Death
Eaters return in flight to the tower-like
Weasley house and rocket through an
upper floor, setting the whole structure
ablaze – an image eerily familiar this month.
Snape, himself a Death Eater, was not
among them that night. Several have written
of Snape’s redemption as a character in the
final novel and movie. I’m not so sure.
Snape had begun studying the Dark
Arts very early and had become a master.
He was also one of Lord Voldemort’s select
inner circle. On the other hand, he was also
a member of the Order of the Phoenix, a
secret society warding off the attacks of the
Dark Lord and his Death Eaters. Furthermore,
Dumbledore trusted Snape completely.
Also, though he is mean and even cruel
to Harry, Snape seems sometimes to
act on Harry’s behalf. On the other hand,
Snape made an unbreakable vow to help
student and recently inducted Death Eater,
Draco Malfoy, kill Dumbledore.
Because double agents play both sides
of the street, they can decide where their
true loyalties lie very late in the game. With
their dying breath, they can avenge an
offense from either side.
In the end, however, Harry forgives
Snape for his resentment and cruelty

toward him. He and
Jenny name their
second son after
him. Harry describes
Snape to “Albus
Severus Potter” as
probably the bravest
man he ever knew.
Snape had used his
expertise in the Dark
Arts to deceive Lord
Voldemort and conceal his efforts on behalf
of Dumbledore in the struggle against the
Dark Lord.
But Harry had learned that Snape’s driving motive was his undying love for Harry’s
mother, Lily, the only person who seems
ever to have cared for him. They had discussed Snape’s troubles with his parents.
Lily had been his only boyhood friend, or in
life really.
Snape never forgave Harry’s father,
James, or Sirius Black, James’ best friend
and Harry’s godfather, for their mistreatment of him when they were all students
at Hogwarts. Snape was not a popular
student, by a long shot, and as a professor
he seemed to resent Harry’s boyhood fame
and popularity. His meanness to Harry may
have sprung from resentment of Harry’s
popularity, fueled by the still searing taunts
of his father and godfather.
So when Harry learns all of this immediately after Snape’s death, we cannot say
we learn that Snape was really a good guy
after all. We cannot say that his meanness
and vengefulness were just an act put on
for the benefit of Voldemort, as part of a
grand subterfuge.
If Snape is redeemed, it is through
Harry’s forgiveness, not through a revelation
that his motives had actually been pure, or
even through a late transformation of his
character. Dumbledore could trust Snape
solely because Snape had only ever loved
one person, and he clung to that one love,
though bitter about much of the rest of life.
Redemption came through forgiveness
by one who had been a special target of
Snape’s cruelty, a cruelty lashing out from
a bitterness made worse by Harry’s own
father and godfather whom Harry still loved.
It’s hard to believe it has been 10 years.

Dr. Don Reed

Don Collins Reed is a member of
Christ Church, Springfield, and is professor of philosophy at Wittenberg
University. Contact him at dreed@wittenberg.edu.
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To not only remember, but to respond
On that brilliant sunny morning, I was
working at my desk at Forward Movement
Publications. Suddenly, the Rev. George
Allen stuck his head in the door: “A plane
just crashed into the World Trade Center!” In
that moment I imagined a Piper Cub, flown
by an inexperienced sightseer, accidentally
veering into one of the twin towers. But within
minutes my co-workers and I were glued to
a small TV, watching an unfolding scene so
horrible that my mind was reluctant to process what my eyes were seeing.
Soon we and scores of others gravitated
toward Christ Church Cathedral. We needed
sanctuary; we needed to pray; we needed to
be together. As we walked in a daze along
Sycamore Street, I noticed an odd sight – the
steel doors of the parking garage across the
street had been shut tight and sealed in the
middle of a work day. Nobody felt safe.
The dark consequences of that tragedy have
continued to ripple out and shape us all. But
I was affected most personally when my son,

who was only 15 on 9/11/01, was deployed to
Iraq to lead a platoon providing “force security”
for convoys traveling outside the wire. The
evening he returned from his deployment was
bittersweet. We were profoundly grateful that
he had made it home. But that very night he
packed his dress blues and drove to Geneva,
Ohio for the military funeral of Michael, his friend
and comrade– killed by an IED in Muqdadiyah,
Iraq on July 21, 2010 – who, like thousands of
others, did not make it home.
The 10th anniversary of 9/11 will arouse
vivid memories of horror and heroism, and
rekindle deeply-felt passions within and
beyond the United States. A multitude of
voices will give expression to every conceivable thought and feeling: from grief, humility, and forgiveness to jingoism, hatred and
revenge. And, if you’re anything like me,
you’ll suffer from the crossfire inside your own
head and heart. What will it mean for Gospel
proclaimers to add our voices to this cacophony? What will it mean for Jesus followers to

not only remember, but to respond?
At the Church of the Redeemer in
Cincinnati, we will mark this solemn Sunday
with a special litany of prayers at all services, and a chapel concert of special music
at 3 p.m. In the fall, our Sunday morning
education program will explore the three
“Abrahamic faiths” – Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam – helping us to learn not only how
we are different but how we are inextricably
bound to one another. Finally, on Oct. 21-22,
in collaboration with five other Episcopal
congregations and our diocese, we will host
a program entitled “Encountering Islam.” The
goal of this program, presented by the Center
for Interfaith Reconciliation (who recently provided a similar experience for our House of
Bishops), is to “build mutual understanding
and trust between Christians and Muslims
through education, engagement, and joint
community improvement initiatives.” The
main speaker will be Akbar Ahmed, former
Ambassador of Pakistan to the U.K. and

(according to the BBC) “the world’s leading
authority on contemporary Islam.” These are
small steps. But they are steps, nonetheless.
Our planet is polarized and dangerous. Yet
Jesus commands us to wade into the world
and labor to break the brutal cycle of injustice,
revenge, violence, and fear. This is hard work.
It isn’t easy to foster healthy dialogue, reconciliation, and collaboration anywhere – from the
Church to Capitol Hill to our own circle of family
and friends! But it’s necessary work.
On Sept. 11, 2011 we will not be “first
responders” but “ongoing responders.” This
work, as poet William Stafford once wrote,
“will take us millions of intricate moves.” We
have a long way to go. The path will twist
and turn. We will inevitably stumble. We will
surely fall. The light of hope will flicker like a
guttering candle. But we must keep the faith
and keep moving.
The Rev. Charlie Brumbaugh, Church
of the Redeemer, Hyde Park
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Christ is
made
the sure
foundation

want a tour of the church?” and to peep in half an hour later
to find our Muslim friends and a handful of clergy before the
altar, eagerly exchanging points of faith and practice.
At St. James, the rector asked me, with my long experience
Today, many guests count out the years they have come
among Muslims abroad, to explain Islamic faith and prac- before. “This is the best Iftar in town,” said one, “I always
tices to my fellow Christians. The episode highlighted how attend St. James!” We eagerly look for friends like Farooq
few knew and understood Muslim faith -- and that we, at and his family, Fazeel, Christa and Samir, Jennifer with little
the time at St. James, knew no Muslims to ask. At an inter- Ahmed, Mahmud with his shy child, Jamal, Norma, and
faith memorial for Matthew
many others. We’ve
Sheppard (a victim of
joined together for serhate crimes), no Muslims
vice projects, working
came “because they
side-by-side to feed
did not feel comfortable
the hungry. Our rector,
coming to a church.” We
the Rev. Lynn Carterbelieve in the same God,
Edmands, spoke this
revere the same prophyear of our coming
ets, and share principles
together as peoples of
of social justice, equality
peace who think not of
before God, and service
the events of 10 years
to others. It was time for
ago but of the friendSt. James to learn about
ship of this event and
Islam: what better way
look forward to many
than to ask our Muslim
more together.
neighbors and know
Our Iftar is growing—
them individually and perbeyond our seating,
sonally so that we might
beyond our grill and
build that missing trust?
kitchen, and beyond
At top: The Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands, at left, welcomes members of
In the 1980s, I lived
our service capacity.
among minority Christians the Muslim community to St. James, Columbus. The church hosted
You can help. Bishop
Iftar, the nightly breaking of the fast during the Islam holy month of
in Syria who always
Thomas E. Breidenthal,
Ramadan. Above, children from both communities sit together.
received formal visits
in his remarks at our
and sweet treats from
sixth Iftar, said, “I’d like
their Muslim neighbors
to see every church in
at Christmas season. We always visited Muslims at Eid, the
my diocese do this.” If you would like our help starting your
joyous celebration culminating the holy month of Ramadan.
own Iftar, please contact us at St. James at 614.262.2630,
That reciprocity inspired a calling for St. James to host an
and we’ll help you with organizing, logistics, and yes, share
Iftar with prayer and a meal. But would Muslims come?
our trust so you’ll have guests. In the meantime, we are
Would they fear we want to convert them rather than honor
looking forward to the new invitations we’ve received—to
their faith? Imagine how moving, then, it was to see some
visit mosques, share in other Iftar events, and an offer from
30 guests take up Mother Lynn’s invitation, “Does anyone
Muslims to help us in celebrating Christmas.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

As I think of the events that unfolded that day, the
memories always begin with one thing: a seemingly perfect early autumn day. The sky was a canopy of blue with
hardly a cloud in sight, and the air was crisp and clear,
a definite contrast to the ugly events that would soon
unfold.
I was a middler at Virginia Theological Seminary in
2001 and on my way to a staff meeting at my field education parish in Arlington. My regular 20-minute route would
take me right beside the Pentagon as I wound my way
through the maze of roads that would eventually reward
me with a postcard view of Washington.
I was eager to make good time to my field education site so I grew anxious when I ran into a traffic jam
near the Pentagon. After calling the church office and
informing them I would be late for the staff meeting, I
noticed a Vesuvius of black smoke on the other side of
the Pentagon. At first, I thought there might have been an
accident and a car was on fire. After saying a quick prayer
for those who might be involved, I noticed that hundreds
of people were emptying out of the Pentagon. I remember
it looking like an army of ants pouring out of an ant hill. A
fire drill perhaps? Suddenly, something told me to get out
of there and head back to VTS as soon as I could turn
my car around.
So distracted by missing my meeting, I didn't turn on the
radio during the drive home. I was greeted at the door: "P.J.,
do you know what's happening?"
We turned on the TV. At that point, the national news
hadn’t aired the story about the Pentagon but that was
soon to change. I lived in a large, first-floor dorm room, and
students filed in and out of my room that morning as we
watched the news reports on TV in utter disbelief, many of us
crying. Being a good Episcopalian, I vividly remember making Bloody Marys for the grief-stricken television viewers in my
room. Perhaps a frivolous detail (as a priest, I now refer to it as
“hospitality to the stranger”), but I can still see my friends sitting
around the TV in my room with beverages in hand.
The service in the chapel will forever be ingrained in my
memory. That sacred space that had heard thousands
upon thousands of hushed, frightened prayers (most of
them probably centering around mid-terms or finals) was
now an ark of sorts amid the tumult of sirens, residual
explosions and military aircraft roaring overhead. The
hymns and prayers offered by the seminary community
seemed to temporarily drown out the chaos taking place
outside the safety of the worn, brick walls of the chapel.
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” and “Christ is Made
the Sure Foundation” are two of the hymns I remember
singing with the hundreds of worshippers gathered in the
chapel that day. I believe that the hymn texts appropriately
sum up how I and many others dealt with the terrible
events of September 11.
The Rev. P.J. Harris, St. Philip's, Circleville

Let us pray
God of all creation, our hearts are broken over
the destruction and loss we remember this day.
And we acknowledge, O Lord, that on that day of
human carnage yours was the first heart to break.
In our remembering, may we stand with those
who mourn and those who cannot stop mourning. Through remembering, may we find new
comfort in your care. In our remembering may
we be drawn to a new hope for the whole world,
and may we gain for ourselves a measure of your
peace.
You who can turn the shadow of night into
the bright promise of a new day, empower us to
shape a world marked by ways of life that lead
to justice and peace for all peoples. Fashion in us
a people who are more ready to grow in understanding than eager to judge those who are different from us. Form us as a people determined to
heal wounds rather than inflict them.
We pray at last that you would cultivate such
love in us that we may reach out in compassion
to all those who are still wounded by the events
of that day; and in seeking to heal others, may
we experience a love that makes us whole. This
we pray in the strong name of Jesus our Christ.
Amen
This prayer was written by the Rev. Eileen W.
Lindner, former Deputy General Secretary of the
National Council of Churches

