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BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR

Khayla Morgan and Sarah Greene enjoy a day at
Procter Summer Camp.
See more pictures and read about camp on pages 20-21.

In a city ravaged two years ago by Hurricane Katrina, the dust of fresh
drywall and the smell of new paint mingles with gray-green masses of
mold and the putrid smell of decay. A new school rises gleaming, rescued
and rebuilt by a determined principal. Next door, a house shrugs in tatters,
pictures, couches and stuffed animals abandoned as the water rose.
Side by side, stories of despair and hope live and grow in New Orleans.
Against this backdrop, the House of Bishops will
gather Sept. 20-25 for a historic meeting with the
Read more views
Archbishop of Canterbury that may have longabout the Anglican
lasting implications for the future of the Anglican
Communion.
Communion and how
During the same meeting, the bishops and
Southern Ohio
spouses have set aside time for mission work in
the dioceses of Louisiana and Mississippi. When
individuals and
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori was
churches are making
in Columbus in April for the consecration of
connections around
Bishop Thomas Breidenthal, she called these
work days “the real story” of the House of
the world Pages 3-13
Bishops meeting.
The work days symbolize the church acting at its best, going into the
world to help people and to show the love of Christ, she said. The meeting
with the Archbishop is important but even so, a considerable amount of

PLEASE SEE BISHOPS, PAGE 9

Conference celebrates, explores Appalachian ministry
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
For the fourth year, people ministering and living in Appalachia will
come together to celebrate the rich cultural heritage of their communities
and to work for solutions for economic and educational challenges.
Mountain Grace IV will “explore ways our Episcopal congregations can
develop deep roots and yield abundant spiritual life as tenders of God’s
holy mountain and as a people full of the knowledge of the Lord.”
Keynote speaker for the conference is Suzanne Watson, a staff officer for The Episcopal Church who specializes in small church development. Bishop Thomas Breidenthal and Bishop Ken Price of Southern
Ohio and the Ven. Faith Perizzo of West Virginia also will lead parts
of the conference. A bevy of workshops will offer practical tips on
worship, outreach, leadership development, lay ministry, community
organizing and community development through the arts.
“In Appalachia, there are unique challenges and opportunities presented by the church’s presence,” said Michael Maloney, the diocese’s
consultant on Appalachian ministry.
Maloney is convinced the Episcopal Church can play an important
role in the community and offer a place for spiritual formation and a
foundation for social justice action, particularly to combat high poverty

and unemployment rates that persist in
many Appalachian communities.
What: Mountain Grace IV
At the conference, organizers will present
When: Sept. 8, 8:30-4 p.m.
for
the first time two awards to Southern
Where: Ohio University Eastern
Ohio
Episcopalians committed to ministry
Campus in St. Clairsville, Ohio
and
mission
in Appalachia. The awards are
Cost: $15 per person
named in honor and memory of the Rev. John
Information: Register online at
www.episcopal-dso.org or con- Carson and his wife, Jean. Both spent their
tact the Rev. Katharin Foster at entire ministry in Appalachia and were tireless advocates for the region and its people.
kkfoster@columbus.rr.com or
This year, the John Carson clergy award
740-593-8615.
will go to the Rev. Stephen Cuff, former
vicar of St. Andrew’s, Washington Court House. Cuff began a new
position as spiritual director of Episcopal Retirement Homes this
month. Cuff has “demonstrated strong commitment to the work of
small congregations and has helped provide leadership to the Rural
Ministry Network,” said the awards committee.
The Jean Carson award will be presented to a lay person, Pat Ellertson of St.
John’s, Cambridge. Ellertson, like Jean Carson, has a long record of service in
Appalachia, the committee said. She has been a voice for the region as a leader
in diocesan affairs and is author of Footprints, a resource book on regional
ministry. She also is active in the ministries of the East Central Ohio Cluster.

If you go

REFLECTIONS

Joy should play key role in Christian life, ethics
When I taught Ethics at General Seminary, area
churches would invite me out to talk about all kinds of
depressing topics, ranging from war and terrorism to how
we choose to die. I obliged as well as I could – after all,
these are deep and significant questions for our time – but
I became increasingly more concerned about the assumption that Christian ethics is all about tragic choices, or,
worse yet, the rules and regulations that come into play
whenever we are faced with hard decisions.
In fact, it’s just the opposite. Christian ethics (or moral
theology, which is the older name) is not primarily about
problems and rules. First and foremost it is about happiness. The primary ethical question is: Where does
our happiness lie? The next question is: How shall we
achieve it?
This question is older than Christianity, but from earliest times the Church has embraced the question about
happiness as central and has asserted that our joy and
delight are to be found in staying close to Jesus, wherever
that may lead us. As the Letter to the Hebrews says, we
are “to run with perseverance the race that is set before
us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, disregarding its shame” (12:2).
We risk a great deal to follow Jesus. All of us risk finding ourselves landed in ministries and communities we
had not bargained for. Some of us may risk job security
or may be accused of rocking the boat. And it always
remains a possibility that following Jesus, or going where
he would have us go, may place our own lives at risk.
But let us not lose sight that we take these risks for the
sake of joy – the joy that Jesus himself sought.
What is that joy? Matthew 5 is pretty clear about this.
To be blessed – which is the same thing as being happy or
joyful – is to be part of the kingdom of God. This means
gazing forever on the sheer beauty of God (“blessed are
the pure in heart, for they shall see God”) and taking our
place in a community of kindness and concern where
no one will be left out ever again (“blessed are the poor
in spirit; blessed are those who mourn; blessed are the

meek; blessed are the peacemakers.”) Our happiness lies in communion with God and the rest of
the world: mourning with those
who mourn; being gentle and
patient with those who are not
as advantaged as we are; being
agents of negotiation and mutual
understanding in all situations of
conflict.
The call to service is clear
here. But so is the invitation to
joy. Jesus promises us that if
we relate to one another as his
Father relates to us – that is, if we
are merciful and forgiving and genuinely accepting – we
will enjoy companionship with God and with countless
others.
In other words, we are to err on the side of acceptance,
and we are given permission to find our happiness in
letting down our guard and getting mixed up with any
individual or any group that is willing to walk the way of
mercy, forgiveness and acceptance.
Jesus is not inviting us to get along with everybody.
The Gospels are clear that we are to have no peace with
oppression or deceit in any form, at any level. This is
what it means to “hunger and thirst after righteousness.”
But Jesus also is giving us permission to be in fellowship
with one another whenever possible, and on the slightest pretext. Wherever there is as much mercy as we are
willing to show; wherever there is as much readiness to
forgive as we are willing to demonstrate; wherever there
is as much willingness to make peace as we are able to
muster, there we find our brothers and sisters in Christ
– even when they do not claim Jesus as their Lord and
Savior.
Does this mean that it means nothing to be a follower
of Jesus? Of course not. Jesus is God’s unique revelation of himself as all-merciful, all-forgiving, all-inviting.
Does it mean that we are to stop worrying about right and

BISHOP TOM
BREIDENTHAL

wrong? Certainly not. Jesus is in every way our teacher
and model when it comes to doing God’s will.
What this does mean is that we are given permission to
give those who disagree with us the benefit of the doubt.
This is a venerable Christian moral theological principle.
That is to say, we can cooperate and rub shoulders with
fellow Episcopalians we disagree with, with Christians
we are not in communion with, and with people whose
religious beliefs we cannot subscribe to, because we
can assume good will where we find it. That is, we can
assume a concern for the common good, and for those
who are in need.
What does all this have to do with joy? Jesus is pretty
clear about this. If we are merciful, forgiving and peacemaking, then we will experience joy. But there is a challenge here. How can we become people who are truly
focused on the possibility of joy?
There is no easy answer here. We all seek happiness in
places where we cannot find it, and religion often counsels us to forswear happiness in order to protect us from
false choices. But if God wants us to be happy, and if joy
and righteousness can go together, then it is a mistake to
reject happiness as a spiritual goal.
On the contrary, our prayer life should be rooted in the
desire for true happiness. We can begin where we are,
with our immediate needs: how will I pay the next tuition
bill? How will I keep my job in the midst of downsizing?
How can I help my child not be an outsider at school?
How can I get my aging father into assisted living? We
should not be ashamed to ask for things that have nothing
to do with our obligations and responsibilities. It is okay
to ask for health, or relief from loneliness, or more time
for leisure. The point is to seek happiness in our prayers.
These real and important needs are a gateway to our
deeper need to know that God loves us and cares for us.
Until we are in touch with our need to know God, and,
more particularly, to know God in Jesus Christ, we cannot be in touch with our true spiritual hunger, which is to
give our wills over entirely to God and to the neighbor,
not out of duty, but for joy’s sake.

CONVENTION NOTES
Is God calling you to lead, to serve?
The Nominating Committee of the diocese is soliciting nominations for several
leadership positions to be elected at Diocesan Convention in November. The committee seeks candidates who are broadly representative of diocesan demographics and who
offer a variety of skills and talents.
The available positions include: Budget Committee: one lay; Diocesan Council: four lay,
one presbyter; Diocesan Review Committee: one lay, one clergy; Ecclesiastical Trial Court
Judges: one lay, one clergy; Episcopal Community Services Foundation: three people (lay
or clergy); General Convention deputies: four lay deputies and four lay alternates; four clergy deputies and four clergy alternates; Standing Committee: one lay, one presbyter; Trustees
of the Church Foundation: one lay or clergy; and Trustees of the Diocese, one lay.
Each nominee must answer two questions and submit a photo (head and shoulders
shot). The questions are:
1. Please reflect on your participation in the life of your congregation, the diocese,
and the larger community.
2. Why do you feel God is calling you to serve in this position?
Print a nomination form from the website or fill out an online nomination form at
www.episcopal-dso.org, Diocesan Convention. All nominations must be received no
later than Sept. 10.

Deadline approaches for resolutions, reports
September 10 is the deadline for several other items as well. Proposed resolutions,
proposed canonical or constitutional changes and committee and commission reports
are due to Diocesan House on Sept. 10. Recommendations for appointments to com-
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mittees and commissions also are due on Sept 10 as well. See the Diocesan Convention
link on the website to see sample resolutions or fill out an online committee report.
Necrology reports (a list of those who have died in your congregation since last convention)
are due on Oct. 10. Please send those to Julie Murray, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, 45202.

Mark your calendars
The 133rd Diocesan Convention is Nov. 9-10 at the Dayton Convention Center. This
year, we will begin convention at 2 p.m. on Friday. This later start time is designed to
limit expenses by allowing travel time on Friday. For some delegates, it also may allow
them to only take a half day of work instead of a full day. This is designed to encourage
broader participation in convention. On Saturday, convention will run until 5 p.m.

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the Churches
Bishop Breidenthal has called upon each person in the diocese to engage in a time of
listening, discernment and collaboration as we move forward together to do the work
that God has set before us. The theme of convention reflects that journey: Listen to
what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
Please be in prayer and conversation about God’s call for the life and ministry of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio.
Almighty and everlasting Father, who hast given the Holy Spirit to abide with us for ever:
Bless, we beseech thee, with his grace and presence, the bishops and the other clergy and
the laity to be assembled in thy Name, that thy Church, being preserved in true faith
and godly discipline, may fulfill all the mind of him who loved it and gave himself for
it, thy Son Jesus Christ our Savior; who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of
the same Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Episcopal
Church
In the Anglican Communion
A global community of 70
million Anglicans in more
than 160 countries
The Most Rev. and Rt. Hon.
Rowan Williams
Archbishop of Canterbury
In the United States
A community of more than
2.4 million Episcopalians in
114 dioceses in the Americas
and abroad.
The Most. Rev.
Katharine Jefferts Schori
Presiding Bishop
In the Diocese of Southern Ohio
A community of nearly 30,000
Episcopalians in 40 counties.
The Rev. Thomas E.
Breidenthal, Bishop
Interchange
(USPS 020-933)
The official publication of the
Episcopal Diocese of
Southern Ohio
covers news, features and opinions about the congregations and
programs of the diocese, the
Episcopal Church and the
Anglican Communion.
www.episcopal-dso.org
Richelle Thompson
Director of Communications,
Editor
Julie Murray
Communications assistant
Amy Svihlik
Designer
Interchange encourages the
submission of articles and pictures. We reserve the right to
select and edit material offered
for publication. All submissions
must include name, address and
phone or E-mail for verification.
Interchange is published monthly
(except August and October) by the
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio,
412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH
45202-4179. Periodical postage
paid Cincinnati, OH. This newspaper
is sent to all members of Episcopal
congregations in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio and is funded by
mission share payments to the
diocesan operating budget. Other
subscriptions are $10 annually.

A paradox in the Church
expended on the first matter when so much is needed
As I write this column, midway through a two-month
sabbatical, I have just spent a day in the office to take
THE RT. REV. for the second. But in many ways, this is a microcosm
our church today. The Millennium Development
some care of business for the House of Bishops, of
KENNETH L. of
Goals outline clearly for us the ills that are running ramwhich I am secretary. In September, we will be meeting
PRICE JR.
pant in the world. And yet, it is from those same parts of
in New Orleans. Since this is on my mind as I write this
column, I would like to reflect on that upcoming meetthe world where disease, poverty and injustice are the
ing.
worst that some of the loudest voices are being sounded
over the homosexuality issue.
This will be a historic meeting. The Archbishop
Lest we become too sanctimonious, it must be
of Canterbury, other primates, representatives of the
acknowledged that all of us share in the sin of becoming
Anglican Consultative Council and the president of
obsessed with matters that drain our energy while needs
the House of Deputies have been invited to join us.
of the world whirl around us unaddressed.
Obviously we will discuss the tensions in the Anglican
Here in Southern Ohio, we will gather at the Mountain
Communion that are separating us. But we also are takGrace Conference on Sept. 8 to lift up some of the
ing two days to focus on a common purpose we all share
needs in the Appalachian areas of our diocese. We also
regardless of our positions on the issue of sexuality. We
have congregations all over our diocese that have sigwill volunteer for work projects and sharing worship
with our brothers and sisters in Louisiana and Mississippi. A delega- nificant mission opportunities in places such as Haiti, Navajoland,
tion from the Episcopal Church communicators also will be there the Dominican Republic, Africa and New Orleans. Many also are
to volunteer. This group will include our own Richelle Thompson involved in their own communities with projects such as Habitat for
Humanity or partnering with local schools. Every hour or dollar we
and Julie Murray.
Archbishop Rowan Williams is a scholar and teacher. While spend in these efforts yields fruits tenfold.
Ultimately all of us fall short of being whom God has called us to
with us, he will preach and lead Bible study. He also will preside
at a community service in the heart of New Orleans. Certainly we be, but by the grace of God, all of us can be more than we are. And
all will all benefit from this. However, just as important, we want when we let God direct us, and not be bound by our own limited
him, and the other visitors, simply to be with us, to observe how we sight, we can make a real difference in the world.
Hopefully when we come back from New Orleans, we bishops
interact with each others and to see our real priorities. Although the
Archbishop must leave before the volunteer days, hopefully some will be better people for our time of working together. My prayer
for the people of Southern Ohio is that our missionary work does
of our other visitors will be able to join us.
It is a paradox that these two activities come together this way. not get sidetracked by energy spent judging brothers and sisters for
First, we will spend days talking about our diverse opinions and lifestyles of which we may not approve. Rather, may we stand side
what separates us. At the heart of this is disagreement over the by side with one another to reach out and address the ills of this
worth of human beings whose sexual orientation forces them to world, beginning in our own backyard.
God has created us . . . all of us. . . in God’s own image. When the
make decisions regarding sexual practice that offend some of their
brothers and sisters. Then we join to work side by side with each world beats down people, it makes them less than fully the creatures
other to reach out to those whose lives have been uprooted by forces God created them to be. May our efforts help to restore those most
of nature. Regardless of our feelings on human sexuality, we will at risk in this world to fuller life in God.
stand in unanimity to help rebuild a house, staff a feeding station or
listen to people whose lives have been turned upside down.
Bishop Price serves as bishop suffragan of the
In some ways, it seems a shame that so much energy must be
Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact him at bishopken@aol.com.

U2charist: in the name of love

As part of its focus on mission, St. Timothy’s, Anderson Township, celebrates a U2charist on the first
Sunday of every month. “U2charist” uses the music from the rock band U2 as part of the Eucharist service.
A key part of a U2charist is raising awareness – and money – to support the Millennium Development
Goals. At St. Timothy’s, the monthly offering goes either to Millennium Villages or Bread for the World,
groups working for the eradication of extreme poverty and the fulfillment of other Millennium Development
Goals.

POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Interchange c/o
Episcopal Diocese of Southern
Ohio, Addresses, 412 Sycamore
St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-4179.

Send news to:
Interchange, 610 Fourth St.,
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662-3921.
Phone: 740.355.7964 or
1.877.355.7964
Fax: 740.355.7968
E-mail: richelle_thompson
@episcopal-dso.org
Website: www.episcopal-dso.org
Deadline: September 15
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Churches throughout the diocese have been busy meeting the needs of their communities.
Last month, we focused on international work in support of the Millennium Development Goals. This month, we’re sharing stories about the mission work that
church teams have carried out locally and abroad. These trips often highlight the importance of connecting to people beyond our comfort zone and within
and beyond our communities. They also remind us of the importance of the Episcopal Church’s connection and relationship to Anglicans around the world.

Pilgrims travel to Italy
BY JUDY KEIM
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

The pilgrims have returned to St. Anne’s Episcopal Church.
About 2 a.m. on July 20, the 12 youth group members and six adults who made a
10-day pilgrimage to Italy poured into the church, looking a little dazed. They were
traveling light, not so much in response to Biblical commands, but because their luggage was still in Frankfurt.
The pilgrimage is part of Journey to Adulthood, the church’s youth program.
Activities included daily prayer and readings and visiting sacred, historical and recreational sites. The group visited Rome, Pisa, Florence and Venice, with a final day of
swimming in the Adriatic Sea. The pilgrims were particularly enthusiastic about their
three days in Rome, where an “awesome” tour guide, Roberta, shared her encyclopedic knowledge of the Eternal City and shepherded them to the catacombs, coliseum,
Sistine Chapel, and other sites, including a visit to St. Pauls’ Outside the Walls, a huge
and beautiful cathedral where there were practically no tourists. They found several
Anglican churches where they could worship, including All Saints in Rome, a mission
of the American Episcopal Church.
This was not the first pilgrimage that St. Anne’s youth have made. Previous trips
included journeys to the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. and the British Isles.
The youth members conduct fundraising activities to pay much of their expenses and
continue to share in fellowship activities after returning home. In fact, the real goal of
a pilgrimage is preparation for a future life of faith and service. Or as the rector of St.
Anne’s, the Rev. Jeff Bunke, said in the wee hours of July 20, “Now it all begins!”
The pilgrims included youth members Josh Chamberlain, Brian Coffey, Abbey
Jones, Alexis Kennedy, Peter Roser, Tim Scruta, Emily Erven, Scott Hinger, Ben
Pearce, Terri Poxon-Pearson, Daniel Sweeney and Martin Walton, and adult spiritual Twelve youth group members traveled to Italy this summer on a pilgrimage as part of the
advisers the Rev. Jeff and Kay Bunke, Kathleen Crossman, Eric and Pam Frischmuth Journey to Adulthood Christian formation program at St. Anne’s, West Chester.
and Ward West.

World trip highlights shared communion
BY THE REV. THOMAS VAN BRUNT
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
It is the human encounters that make vacations rich.
Nancye and I received many graces from people who
speak little or no English while we were traveling around
the world. Earlier this year we took a trip we have been
planning for several years.
We flew to Beijing, spent some time seeing the usual
tourist places and then embarked on the prime leg of our
trip. We boarded the Trans-Siberian Railroad in Beijing
and rode it all the way to Moscow, Russia. On the way
we spent a day in Ulaan Baator, Mongolia and five
and a half days on the train. After three days in Moscow,
we rode an overnight train to St. Petersburg and were there
for three days before heading home through Germany and
Belgium.
In Beijing, people try to sell all manner of things to tourists, “Rolex” watches, “Gucci” hand bags and all manner
of hats. While walking on the Great Wall of China, I was
accosted by a young woman selling “magic rings.” If
you hold them just right the rings link together, but if you
don’t know the secret, they just hit against each other.
I told her I would show her a “magic” trick.

The Rev. Tom Van Brunt shows a magic trick to a woman
standing on the Great Wall of China.
I showed her a stunt my Dad taught me: pulling off the
end of my finger. If you see me at a diocesan event, I’ll
gladly show you too. This young woman was fascinated
and insisted that I show her how it is done.
Two other men selling one thing or another approached and also wanted to be taught.
We spent several minutes connecting with-
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out the benefit of a common language.
In Moscow, Nancye and I visited a Theatre Museum
with a variety of displays mainly of 19th Century
Russian Opera and Ballet. None of the docents spoke any
English, and my Russian is limited to getting food and
directions to the W.C.
While we recognized many famous names, we did not
learn much from the exhibits. However, in one room, a short
elderly lady wanted us to see her favorite things. She bounded
up from her chair, pulled us over to a picture or an artifact and
told us all about it in rapid Russian and then retreated to her
seat. A few minutes later, she was showing us something else.
The charming gentleman who was leading us from room to
room ended our tour by kissing Nancye’s hand.
I am tempted to say something obvious like, “People are
people the world around.” There were kind welcoming people, and others were deliberately unhelpful. Just like home.
The Christian faith is about communion with people and
with God. We did not go to Russia to preach the Gospel, but
many people there helped us live it.

The Rev. Thomas Van Brunt is vicar of Church of the
Good Samaritan, Clermont County. Contact him at
goodsamvicar@swohio.twcbc.com.

‘It’s not third world, but our world’
BY EILEEN MOON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Marie Cramer and Steve Jones were part of the group that culled, pruned
and prepared irrigation for fruit trees in Navajoland.

A cross-generational group of nearly two dozen
parishioners from St. Anne’s, West Chester, visited the Navajoland reservation at Four Corners,
which is the four-state intersection of Arizona,
Utah, Colorado and New Mexico. This is the
eleventh year that parishioner Jeff Paul has made
contacts with the Navajo, and along with Jack
Seltzer, arranged work crews to facilitate better
living conditions for the Navajo tribe.
The Navajo reservation is a 6 ½-hour drive
from Phoenix. Since St. Anne’s group was the
first for the summer season, they opened the
camp and prepared it for the groups that would
follow them in the next six weeks. The day
after arrival, the St. Anne’s group attended St.
Christopher’s, Bluff, and witnessed the installation
of the Rt. Rev. Mark MacDonald, who is the first
indigenous bishop to represent all of the North
American Indians. The service was celebrated in
both Navajo and English, and the Navajo-speaking Bishop played guitar and sang in Navajo.
Throughout the week, the participants performed

extensive repairs to the rectory of St. Mary of the
Moonlight. At Monument Valley High School,
they planted and set irrigation for zucchini, blue
and yellow corn, and pruned apricot and pear trees.
Later in the season, the produce that is harvested
is sold to the Navajo for 50-cents per pound. The
church group sheared the llamas that protect the
sheep from cougars and gave inoculations to the
sheep. The Rev. Ian Corbett of St. Mary of the
Moonlight led evening worship services in Navajo
and English, and the visiting church group prepared
a meal following the service for the Navajos.
All of the mission participants paid their own
way and slept in sleeping bags under the starlit
Utah sky. A group from Salem Church of God
that sews baby blankets donated 80 blankets,
which were distributed to the Navajo Nation.
Tano, a native Navajo, led the group to many sites
that are sacred to the Navajo and off limits to most
visitors. St. Anne, West Chester, had vigil candles
burning for each of the participants while they
were gone. Paul was presented the last candle
when he returned.
He said, “The prayers kept us safe in a very
dangerous place.”

Youth plan trip to Russia

Redeemer supports MDG

The Miami Valley Episcopal Russian Network
(MVERN), is well on its way in planning its fifth
youth exchange outreach and mission pilgrimage to
Sablino, Russia, in the summer of 2008. MVERN
is a unique coalition of 11 Miami Valley churches
(nine Episcopal and two Orthodox) and St. Nicholas
Church, a pioneering Russian Orthodox church located
in Sablino, a village 30 miles south of St. Petersburg.
For eight days, Episcopal teenagers will help run a
summer camp for local students at the Sablino Youth
Center in the village of Sablino, building relationships
through music, art, sports, English language tutoring
and more. They also will be an example of American
youth ministry and outreach as they deliver humanitarian supplies and participate in a work project with
Russian teens. They will learn about daily life when
they visit Russian homes and observe the deep faith of
their Russian Orthodox friends when they worship at
St. Nicholas Church, MVERN’s partner parish. During
sightseeing in St. Petersburg and Novgorod, they will
explore the history and culture of ancient and modern
Russia and worship at a St. Petersburg cathedral.
To learn more about this trip, teens and their
parents are invited to attend a “Russian Quest Fest”
informational meeting on Sept. 10, 6:30 p.m., at St.
Paul’s, 33 W. Dixon Avenue, Oakwood. Another
meeting will be held at St. James, Westwood, on
Oct. 7 at 5 p.m. Watch a multi-media presentation of past trips while enjoying pizza and soda.
Former travelers and chaperones will be available to
describe their experiences and answer questions.
Brochures with complete information are available at all area Episcopal churches or by contacting the Rev. Dave Halt at revhalt@fuse.net or
513.661.1154, Linda Spears at SpearsL@att.net. or
937.293.0818 or Teresa Lynne at teresalynne@woh.
rr.com or 937.271.3917.

Every month, a group from our parish works sorting
food
donations at the Freestore/Foodbank.
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
In February, we participated in the Souper Bowl of Caring.
Quite a few parishioners from the Church of the Redeemer, In addition to raising money, the topic of our adult education
Hyde Park, made the trek to Columbus in 2006 to be a program that day was Finding God in Cooking. Participants
part of the General Convention. So when word of the experienced God first-hand when they chopped vegetables
Millennium Development Goals started to crop up later and stirred soup. The nourishing results were carried down to
in the summer and in the fall, there were a few glints the Drop Inn Center and enjoyed by their homeless guests.
Every week, we bring nonof recognition. And when one
perishable
food donations to
parishioner began writing parish
church on Sundays; before
newsletter articles on the MDG
being hauled over to the
– one goal at a time with lots
Madisonville Education and
of statistics to demonstrate the
Assistance Center’s food panneed and action steps to encourtry, the food items are brought
age ... well, action! – the MDG
forward
at the offering during
became even more familiar. As a
our
alternative
service – called
parish that was trying to increase
The
Banquet.
involvement in ministry beyond
This year of combating hunour walls, the MDG seemed like
ger in our community culmithey were right up our alley.
However, as one small group More than 60 Redeemer parishioners walked or ran on nated in a community event
on Memorial Day. On May
discovered when they tried to the Hunger Walk on Memorial Day 2007.
28, more than 60 parishioners
keep track of MDG-supportparticipated
in
the
Freestore/Foodbank’s
5K Hunger Walk.
ive activities, it is sometimes hard to know if a small act
Young
and
old,
firm
and
infirm,
strolling
or sprinting, we
of ministry here in Cincinnati can really be considered
all
gave
up
a
holiday
morning
to
join
together
and raise
to address such big-picture goals as eradicating poverty
and combating malaria. Other than donating to Episcopal money to feed the hungry. We raised more than $4,000
for the Madisonville Education and Assistance Center’s
Relief & Development, what could we do?
Our parish seems to have answered the call to address account with the Freestore. This should enable them to
Millennium Development Goal #1: To eradicate extreme receive food from the Freestore for over a year!
Have we eradicated hunger? No. But have we answered
hunger and poverty. There may not be malaria in our
God’s
call to do our part? At Redeemer, we have at least
backyard, but there is hunger. How has Redeemer helped
begun.
to eradicate extreme hunger this year?
Every six to eight weeks, our undercroft becomes a
Elizabeth Grover is the communications
temporary home for homeless families in the Interfaith
director at Redeemer, Hyde Park. Contact her at
Hospitality Network, and our parishioners prepare them a
elizabeth@redeemer-cincy.org
week’s worth of meals.

BY ELIZABETH GROVER
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Reconciliation work promotes peace
BY BILL HEDLEY
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
A remarkable three-day meeting occurred in Baghdad
this summer. More than 70 top Shiite, Sunni and Kurdish
clerics gathered together at the invitation of Anglican
priest, the Rev. Andrew White. The attendees included
close associates of Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, the senior
prelate Shiite prelate in Iraq, Moqtada Al Sadr, the leader
of the Shiite Mahdi militia and their equivalent representatives from the Sunni and Kurdish groups.
The meeting started out with each of the three sects
charging the others with serious grievances. However, by
the afternoon of the first day, the participants acknowledged that their members have been intermarrying with
the others for generations and that Saddam Hussein’s
brutal regime did not justify feuding between them. They
all felt angry at the violence in Iraq and its primary cause,
al Qaeda. They started to agree that they needed to work

together to put their nation back together.
On the second day, they began to focus on the commitments that each of them made to return home and seek
to reduce violence, disband militias and push for the passage of an oil law that would secure the economic future
of the Sunnis, as well as the Shiites and Kurds.
A meeting like this could only have been set up and
conducted by Andrew White, the executive director
of the Community of the Cross of Nails (CCN). This
group has specialized in seeking reconciliation between
bitter enemies since it was founded as a result of the
vicious bombing of Coventry, England during World
War II. White has probably sought reconciliation at more
meetings between enemies than any other person alive
today.
Christ Church, Dayton, has been a continuous supporter of CCN since to 1970s when the Rev. Gordon
Price introduced it to the congregation. Christ Church
Cathedral is another Southern Ohio supporter of the

a letter from Mexico

Community, and the dean, the Very Rev. Jim Diamond,
is president of the Community of the Cross of Nails in
North America. These churches are among 160 member
congregations from around the world. The support from
Christ Church, Dayton, has taken the form of continuous
financial support, celebration of its work through a foyers
program and adding to its membership. Christ Church
sponsored St. George’s Cathedral in Freetown, Sierra
Leone, in joining CCN.
On the third and last day of the meeting, the delegates
pledged to reconvene and discuss their progress. If the
participants at this meeting follow through on their promises, this could make a massive difference on the future
amount of violence in Iraq.

Bill Hedley is a member of Christ Church, Dayton,
and active in international ministry.
He wrote this article for Broadcast, Christ Church’s
newsletter. Contact him at w.hedley@att.net

By the Rev. Susan P. Mills | Interchange contributor

I’m home . . . and so is my luggage. It arrived Monday morning, ing comprehension and math.
On July 29, our English congregation celebrated our first “matrothanks be to God. One bag was “delayed” on my trip to Indiana and
Ohio. Two bags were “delayed” on the trip home to Veracruz; the need nal” feast. Our congregation chose to name ourselves in honor Mary
to fill out lost baggage forms caused me to miss the last bus from and Martha of Bethany, friends of Jesus who showed hospitality
Veracruz to Xalapa. I had to spend the night in a not-very-exciting to our Savior and opened their hearts and minds to Jesus’ teachhotel and was able to get the penultimate seat on the 6 a.m.
ing. There were 14 present, including Bishop Benito Jaurez
bus to Xalapa.
Martinez and his wife Angelica. We welcomed a visitor from
My two-week visit to the USA was very good. It was wonderWisconsin, who is married to a Mexican and lives in Xico,
ful to reunite with family and friends, to do some shopping
a lovely town in the mountains near Coatepec. Following
and take care of some business. I was able to meet and talk
the Eucharist and brunch, we enjoyed music by violinist
with Bishop Thomas Breidenthal on my last morning in Ohio.
Aquilles, a Peruvian who plays in the Xalapa Symphony, and
I’m delighted that he has been chosen bishop for the Diocese
his 6-year-old daughter Lily who has been learning violin in
of Southern Ohio.
Suzuki classes since she was 3 years old.
One of the highlights of my trip was a visit to Bloomington,
I’m looking forward to the new season of the Xalapa
Ind., home of my alma mater, Indiana University. I enjoyed
Symphony this month. Their program this season features
a lovely reunion lunch with friends from college days. And I
music of Sibelius and promises to be very enjoyable. Season
Susan Mills
was privileged to hear one of the last concerts with the piatickets for 13 concerts cost only about $60. That’s a real
nist of the Beaux Arts Trio. Menachem Pressler, who is now
bargain, considering that the Xalapa Symphony is the best
in his 80s, is retiring as pianist of the trio. The original violinist and in Mexico.
cellist died some years ago. Pressler still plays beautifully and with
Last week I started taking Tai Chi classes. My hope is that the
his new violinist and cellist gave a marvelous concert.
practice of Tai Chi will improve my flexibility and balance. The very
Despite the good weather and warm reunions in Ohio and Indiana, patient instructor is a member of an artists’ cooperative located
I was anxious to get home to Coatepec. Frustrations with baggage, about two miles from my house in a former hacienda. Our classes
missed transportation, and inconvenience of travel melted away take place outside on the balcony looking out toward Cofre de Perote,
when I walked through the front door. I was greeted enthusiastically a dormant volcano, and Pico de Orizaba, the tallest mountain in
by my two dogs, Sadie and Etheldreda, who had, according to Juan Mexico, about 50 miles from where I live. It’s a great way to start the
the gardener, missed me greatly.
morning.
The weather here is beautiful – in the 70s, clear and sunny. We
When I go into Xalapa to purchase symphony tickets, I’m going
have a thunderstorm nearly every day around 4 p.m., and the storms to stop by the University of Veracruz’ School for Foreign Students.
clear away the dust and humidity to make the next morning clear I plan to take their two-week intensive Spanish course in October.
and cool. Because of frequent rains, the state of Veracruz has no The last course I took there in February proved to be very helpful.
shortage of water. So every time it rains, I pray for those people and Although my Spanish has improved greatly in the ten months I’ve
animals affected in the drought-stricken Midwest and by the flooding been here, I’m far from fluent. It’s time for another push forward to
in Texas and England.
improve my vocabulary and listening skills.
Wednesday, the first of August, Charlotte and I began anew to tutor
Please keep the Anglican Church of Mexico in your prayers, and
the four brothers, Che, Rafael, Jesus and Miguel. I was delighted to especially remember the Diocese of Southeast Mexico and our bishdiscover that the boys had forgotten only a little after their month op, Benito Juarez Martinez. The clergy and people of the Diocese of
without classes. They were very eager to come to classes. Whether Southern Ohio are in my prayers as your relationship with your new
it’s the new information or the cookies they receive when classes are bishop grows and flourishes.
over for the day, they do enjoy coming. Their special treat this week
was a wonderful globe Charlotte had found in Xalapa. I’m excited
The Rev. Susan Mills is the former rector of St. Andrew’s, Dayton.
about the new perspectives they’ll gain with the help of the globe. She moved to Mexico following her retirement. Contact her at
We’ve also found new books to help the boys with their writing, read- susanm45406@juno.com.
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St. Peter’s supports Katrina victims
BY SANDRA DOUBLEDAY
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
After Hurricane Katrina devastated the
Gulf Coast in 2005, St. Peter’s, Gallipolis,
decided it must find and assist a parish in
recovery. So many people needed help
rebuilding their own lives and homes
that we figured that few would be able
to help their second home, their church.
Episcopal Relief & Development began
immediate plans, but St. Peter’s wanted
to directly help one of the six Episcopal
churches in Mississippi destroyed by
Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath. St.
Peter’s by-the-Sea in Gulfport appealed
to our congregation because of our shared
name, shared histories and shared ministries. We both had St. Francis gardens,
community meals and even prayer shawl
knitting groups.
Soon after registering with the Diocese
of Mississippi, we contacted the Rev.
Edward O’Connor of St. Peter’s by-theSea expressing our wish of becoming a

sister parish to help support them financially and spiritually during the recovery
period.
To kick off the local fundraising, the
ECW of St. Peter’s in Gallipolis raffled
off a splendid king-sized, hand-pieced
LeMoyne quilt. St. Peter’s sponsored two
pizza nights at a cooperating restaurant.
Coin boxes and Lenten lunches also provided support over the last two years. By
Easter of 2007, St. Peter’s had donated $1,600 to its sister parish. O’Connor
promised that a plaque will be placed
on one of the pews in our honor and to
cement the sister parish bond.
As an Easter gift, Gallipolis’ ECW also
sent to Gulfport a hand-crafted blue and
white banner depicting the one stained
glass windows of St. Peter’s cross and
keys emblem that survived the storm. St.
Peter’s by-the-Sea continues to ministry
to the many needs of its community during its rebuilding, and St. Peter’s (on the
Ohio) continues to support its special
sister parish.

Women of St. Peter’s, Gallipolis, show the quilt they auctioned to raise money for St.
Peter’s by-the-Sea, which was devastated by Hurricane Katrina.

Youth assist through Mountain TOP
BY HEIDI BRIGHT PARALES
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

A MISSION
MINUTE

A senior high youth mission trip in July brought personal
growth to 27 teens and six adults at St. Thomas, Terrace Park.
Through the Mountain Tennessee Outreach Program (TOP),
they assisted people in Appalachia who have financial and
health burdens.
It felt like an awakening for 15-year-old Molly Sandmann of
Anderson. A member of St. Thomas, she and the other youth
spent a week doing small building projects, repair work and
yard work for the residents.
“Yes, I go to church almost every Sunday, but Mountain TOP
just has that power to find yourself again with God,” she said.
“I love Mountain TOP because it’s really fun and a great way to
touch up with God and to be with Him.”
John Tiffany of Milford, one of six adults taking the trip, said
he discovered that he can’t out-give God. He and his two sons,
Travis and Wyatt, all members of St. Thomas, participated in
the program.
“The theme of Mountain TOP this year was sharing,” he said.
“Every day we had a different aspect of sharing. We shared the
blessings we had: our time, our talents, sharing our love with the
community we were there to serve.”
He said he received much more than he felt that he gave.
“I had both my sons with me—the special moments that we
had. I would like to thank St. Thomas for the support they
provided.”
Also attending Mountain TOP were seven-time veterans Brad
Carmen and Aaron Roberts; five-year veterans Arthur Wood
and Nolan Roberts; and four-year veterans Nathan Joiner and
Janey Carmen.
Every year is different, said Aaron Roberts of Mariemont.
“This year I really grew more as a person. I think I want to come
back as staff. I can give to them what I’ve been getting.”
James Foran of Mariemont said he wanted to go back to

Many Bible studies and
prayer groups emphasize the
word “hope.”
Since that happens to be
my middle name, it has
always been a sensitive
word and a reminder that
hope should be in everyone’s vocabulary. Hope
implies that one’s mind is
on the future and the promises that it may bring and
not dwelling on the past
with its negatives that can’t
be changed. The
future lies before all of us
and hope gives the promise
of something that will be
positive.
Christ gave us all hope in
his sacrifice for us, and we
shall all some
day be grateful for the future
he as given to us.
-- Ruth Jones
All Saints, Pleasant Ridge

Youth and adults from St. Thomas, Terrace Park, traveled to
Tennessee this summer for a work trip.
Mountain TOP this year to help people. “I really liked going out
into the local community and helping those in need,” he said. “I
learned to be thankful and appreciative of what I have.”
His brother, Will, said he was interested in this trip because
James went in 2006 and told him how fun and rewarding it was.
“I wanted to experience Mountain TOP for myself. I learned it
can be really satisfying to help others. The beautiful surroundings and the peaceful, electronics-free environment helped me
reflect on God.”
Kyle Roberts thanked all who prayed for them during the trip.
“I think (over the past) four years the movement of the Holy
Spirit was truly most evident to me this year, and I will attribute
that entirely to the congregation praying for each one of us.”

Heidi Bright Parales is the communications
director for St. Thomas, Terrace Park. Contact her at
Heidi_P@stthomasepiscopal.org.
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More than feeding: Group works to end hunger
BY THE REV. JIM MINER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Last spring, three representatives of the Hunger Network in
Ohio met at the Ohio Statehouse to testify before the Senate
Finance and Financial Institutions Committee. Joining other
poverty advocacy groups across the state, they were there to
endorse health and human services priorities in the new biennial budget.
The Hunger Network in Ohio is a 27-year-old ecumenical
organization that provides education and support to a statewide
network of advocates working to end hunger in Ohio. Most network participants are volunteers in local hunger ministries that
have seen the number of clients skyrocket over the years.
Among the volunteers is a common cause: We need to do
more than feed the hungry; we need to end hunger. So the volunteers work with federal, state and local officials to shape public policies that will eliminate the conditions that cause hunger.
Hunger Network programs and services include:
• HungerNetOhio: a semimonthly e-mail legislative alert.
• Tuesdays at the Statehouse: meetings with legislators and

staff to discuss values and specific legislative issues.
• Quarterly newsletters and an annual hunger issues study
booklet.
• Legislative justice groups: to study and develop strategy
for particular issues.
• Legislative advocacy coordinators: contact persons in
each state legislative district.
• 2-Cents-A-Meal: table grace and offerings that support
both local hunger ministries and the work of the Hunger
Network.
The Hunger Network in Ohio serves as the hunger advocacy
arm of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. While 2-Cents-A-Meal is
essentially a program for prayer and giving at home, a diocesan
Convention resolution in 1995 called for its observance at all
diocesan and congregational meal gatherings.
The diocese is represented on the Hunger Network Board
by the Rev. Stephen Smith, rector of St. Patrick’s, Dublin,
and the Rev. James Miner, a retired priest in Columbus.
For further information, contact the board members
(Smith at revd.up@ameritech.net or Miner at jsminer@juno.
com) or visit the website at hungernetohio.org.

The Rev. Jim Miner, at left, chair of the Hunger
Network in Ohio, Lutheran board member Hilde
Hildebrand and executive director Bob Erickson prepare for testimony before a Senate committee.

Christ Church helps rebuild New Orleans
In June, 11 volunteers from the youth group of Christ
Church, Dayton, hit the road and headed south for a
weeklong work trip in New Orleans. Hayward Learn,
Christ Church’s youth minister, shared excerpts from a
trip journal
June 10: As we got closer to New Orleans, we started
to feel like we were in a long convoy as we began seeing
more and more 12- and 15-passenger vans with church
signs on their side, all headed for New Orleans. We knew
something was up because of the profuse thank you’s we
received when we stopped at the welcome center just
inside Louisiana and told them we were headed for New
Orleans to help rebuild the city. Everyone had a story to
tell about the Katrina flooding and the impact on their
respective lives.
As we drove into the city, there was a sense of devastation
on both sides of the road: broken trees and vast expanses of
nothing. Then we came upon the remains of the Six Flags
over New Orleans amusement park. The roller coasters
still stood, but the park was silent. We learned later that
there were no plans to ever reopen the park again.
June 11: Monday dawned all hot and steamy. Our
first project for the rebuilding/gutting group was to paint
a home in the Gentilly area. It was near a major levee
breach in the London canal. It had been gutted some time
earlier, and the Episcopal Diocese of New Orleans was
in the process of rebuilding the home. Drywall was up,
and a first layer of paint had been applied to the walls and
ceiling. Some ceiling fans had been installed, but only
one had power. No appliances had been installed, and
the bathrooms were not yet usable. The owner was living
in a FEMA trailer in front of the house and periodically
would visit us to see the progress. … The house was
ready to lay floors when we left at 3 p.m. We stopped to
thank the owner as we left.
We arrived back at St George’s just slightly before the rest
of our team. They had been cleaning a large gymnasium

that was connected to St Luke’s, a neighborhood Episcopal
church, in preparation for a teen summer program. This
included moving large, heavy partitions and furniture around
so they could clean under them and cleaning the bathrooms,
which looked like they hadn’t been cleaned in years. Their
job was complicated by the fact that many of the teens in the
neighborhood had already found out about camp Umbutu
and were already there underfoot. Part of our task was to
interface with the teens and make them feel welcome, so
our youth did just that.
June 13: We headed out to the Lakeview area to gut
a house. It was an old house with plaster and lathe walls.
Other teams on previous days had cleared out the personal effects and had removed most of the plaster and lathes
from the walls. There were about three groups working
on this house so the work went fairly quickly. Finally
we had the remains of the previous teams’ work out and
it was our turn to begin gutting.
The rest of our group meanwhile traveled to St. Paul’s,
where they joined the team running the Mobile Respite Care
Unit (MRCU) and young teens from the National Cathedral
School for Girls. They drove to the Lower Ninth Ward area
and began passing out food items and other necessities to the
residents of that area. This job had the particular distinction
of allowing our people to interact directly with victims of
the flood. Everyone had a story to share and we feel that
the ministry performed here was not one of just handing out
things but in listening to the stories.
June 14: Thursday dawned earlier than usual, or we
were more tired than usual, I don’t know which. … We
drove quite a way out past the ninth ward into St. Bernard
parish to a two-story apartment complex. Gutting was
nearly complete in five of the units, but it hadn’t started
in the sixth. As we looked in the front door, we saw the
remains of the life of a family. Living room furniture,
stereo sets, computers, books, photographs, toys, and
everything it takes to make a home. Everything seemed
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to be congealed in one large, grey mass after having
being thoroughly soaked and left to sit for two years.
We went into the kitchen, and all the cupboards were
full of pots, pans, dishes and food boxes. Most of the
food was gone, eaten by cockroaches and other vermin.
The refrigerator was still full. The entire bottom floor had
been flooded, and the mold grew from floor to ceiling.
It was time for the gutting. First we cleared the living
room of everything, saving photographs that could be given
back to the family. Then we moved to the kitchen and
upstairs. Before lunch, we had the entire apartment emptied. You could here little groans from our kids as a stuffed
toy or truck was removed. They were empathizing.
June 15: The work part of our trip was over, and now
it was time to see the rest of New Orleans. A local tour
bus picked us up somewhere in the bowels of the French
Quarter, and we headed back across Lake Pontchartrain to
Honey Island Swamp for a Swamp tour. Our guide pointed
out a concrete slab where a friend’s house once sat. He said
he came by after the storm, and the house was totally gone.
After cruising down the river about a mile, he found the
house sitting off to the side. It’s still there, two years later.
Just as he finished telling his story, he stopped the boat
and started calling to something. The something was an
alligator happily swimming toward our boat. We also
saw egrets, Great blue herons, turtles, a myriad of other
birds, and nutria, a Louisiana swamp rat that can weigh
up to 25 pounds.
June 16: We packed up and headed back north.
I have never had the pleasure of working with such an
outstanding group of young people. Their spirits never
flagged, and yet they worked harder, without any prodding,
than I have ever seen young people work before. They went
there to rebuild New Orleans, and I believe they succeeded.
At least three homeowners, a neighborhood full of teens, and
residents of the Ninth Ward know we were there and voiced
their appreciation over and over.

Why am I an Anglican?
BY THE VERY REV. JOHN KEVERN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
I was not a cradle Episcopalian, but neither was I an
adult convert. I became Episcopalian around the age 16,
thanks to having played the organ at the local church and
having become fascinated with the liturgy, and the Kyries
and Glorias, the Sursum Corda, Sanctus, the bells, and yes,
the smells – the whole nine yards as was then commonly
the case in the Diocese of Chicago. It was very clearly an
aesthetic conversion at the time – I was drawn to the liturgy. I was not disaffected with my home church (then called
the Evangelical United Brethren); they had given me an
excellent biblical foundation without being fundamentalist or grumpy. I simply felt “completed” somehow in this
local midwestern country expression of Anglicanism.
Later on, I tried to put some more theological flesh
on the bones of what was obviously a conversion to
the aesthetic and numinous in religion. I found Richard
Hooker’s “tripod” of scripture, reason, and tradition most
appealing, but further reading demonstrated that the
method was by no means original to him: the same can
be found in more elaborated form in Thomas Aquinas,
whom Hooker in many ways emulated (and quoted).
What I did value (besides Thomism a la Hooker) was
the sense and conviction that I belonged to a form of the
original Church as it had come down through the ages.

This was signaled to me by
the apostolic succession and the
fullness of sacramental worship,
and the reading of the Bible
through the prism of the ages,
and not according to any one
person’s idiosyncracy.
Ultimately, these considerations begged the same question for me that they posed
to Newman: so why wasn’t
I Roman Catholic, instead of
“Catholic lite” (as some derisively call it)? With more reflection, I concluded that, surface issues aside (whether
priests can marry or not), the real problem is the First
Vatican Council, with its definition of papal infallibility. I really don’t see this is a legitimate development
of Christian doctrine, even though it is carefully hedged
about. As Article 19 of the 39 Articles says “As the
Church of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Antioch, have
erred, so also the church of Rome hath erred...”.
I see the Anglican Communion as the (last?) best, hope
for a non-papal Catholicism (Orthodoxy has not dealt
with the opportunities and acids of modern thought). For
this reason, I hope that, the Spirit willing, the Anglican
Communion can hold together with a modicum of integ-

THE VERY
REV JOHN
KEVERN

rity and not disintegrate into a ‘federation’, which would
be to slide away from the fullness of ecclesial life to
which the New Testament calls us. (Noteworthy in this
regard: the Lutheran World Federation, its name notwithstanding, has recently voted that it considers itself to be a
“communion” and it is to that relationship that it aspires.)
I really don’t want to belong to an American denomination, but to a world-wide church with continuity going
back to the apostles and a spread into other lands and
cultures. I have no illusions that this is going to be easy to
maintain, but if it isn’t, then the only other option which
incarnates world-wide “fullness of the means of grace”
seems to be Rome or Constantinople. But I believe our
gifts are worth fighting for, especially our usually gracefilled way of testing out new implications of the Gospel,
without their being reigned in prematurely. So, I’d like to
be part of that ongoing “experiment” that is Anglicanism,
which is an experiment to see whether we can indeed
live in communion minus direct absolute control from
the top. And perhaps it is in the struggle to balance the
three legs of Hooker’s stool that we see played out the
church that Rome says it (also) wants to be. The catholic
inheritance and the catholic future for me constitute the
excitement of Anglicanism today.

The Very Rev. John Kevern is Dean of Bexley Hall Seminary.
Contact him at jkeven@earthlink.net.

Bishops debate issues, help rebuild Gulf Coast
FROM PAGE 1
the bishops’ time together will be spent in the field, helping repair houses and schools and listening to people’s
stories.
“We were all given choices geared to our skill level,”
said the Rt. Rev. Thomas Breidenthal, who will be attending his first House of Bishops meeting since his consecration as Bishop of Southern Ohio. “Since neither Margaret
nor I is an accomplished carpenter or builder, we have
volunteered to paint and clean and, I hope, be generally
useful working on old houses in the Ninth Ward. We are
looking forward to this opportunity, not only to be of use,
but to meet local people and see at close hand what the
Episcopal Church has been doing in this place.”
On Sunday, Bishop Breidenthal will serve as celebrant
and preacher at All Saints, River Ridge, an inner suburb of New Orleans. The rector of All Saints is Susan
Davidson, one of his students from General Theological
Seminary. Although her church is standing and usable,
many of her parishioners lost their homes to Katrina, and
many have not returned, the bishop said.
This will be the first time Archbishop Rowan Williams
has met with the House of Bishops or attended a meeting of any of the church’s leadership bodies such as
General Convention or Executive Council, according to
the Episcopal News Service. The visit takes on increased
importance given the division over human sexuality
within the worldwide Communion. The bishops officially requested the meeting with the Archbishop during

their March gathering.
Archbishop Williams will spend two days with the
bishops, preaching, leading Bible study and listening.
Also invited are members of the Standing Committee
of the Primates and representatives of the Anglican
Consultative Council.
A communiqué issued by the Primates during their
meeting last winter called for a “pastoral scheme” that
would allow individuals, churches or dioceses alternatives to their bishops or Presiding Bishop, in cases of
considerable disagreement. The communiqué also set
Sept. 30 as a deadline for the House of Bishops to agree
to “make an unequivocal common covenant that the bishops will not authorize any Rite of Blessing for same-sex
unions in their dioceses or through General Convention”
and “confirm that the passing of Resolution B033 of
the 75th General Convention means that a candidate for
Episcopal orders living in a same-sex union shall not
receive the necessary consent unless some new consensus on these matters emerges across the Communion.”
The primates warned that “if the reassurances requested of the House of Bishops cannot in good conscience
be given, the relationship between The Episcopal Church
and the Anglican Communion as a whole remains damaged at best, and this has consequences for the full participation of the Church in the life of the Communion.”
The House of Bishops considered the communiqué at
their March meeting. While they affirmed their desire to
stay within the Anglican Communion, they urged with
near unanimity against participation in the proposed

9

“pastoral scheme,” saying it would be “injurious” to the
Episcopal Church. At issue was The Episcopal Church’s
autonomy as an independent church, which in turn, is
closely related to a commitment to the democratic process of decision-making. Many liberal and conservative
bishops agreed that The Episcopal Church’s autonomy
as a democratic church should not be put at risk, and
that the divisive issues should be worked out through the
church’s polity, not outside of it.
As part of the commitment to further dialog about
the issue of sexuality and the authority of Scripture, the
Bishops’ Theology Committee wrote a study document,
“Communion Matters,” which was released in early
June. (Download a copy from the diocesan website at
www.episcopal-dso.org.) Theology Committee chair and
Alabama Bishop Henry Parsley told the Episcopal News
Service that people are encouraged to talk with their
bishops about the document.
“The Anglican tradition is always that bishops are in
the midst of the people of God, and when thinking about
important matters, need to take counsel with the deacons,
priests and laypersons in order to be well-informed and
to listen to the Church,” he said.
The document concludes, “As bishops, we are charged
in ordination to guard the faith and unity of the Church.
Being charged with this task does not mean it falls to us
alone. This study document is written to allow us to hear
and receive the response of the whole of this province so
that together we might respond faithfully as a constituent
member of this great Communion.”

An Anglican view of sin and redemption
BY THE REV. JEFF QUEEN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
This summer at All Saints, Portsmouth, I have been
preaching a sermon series based on the Catechism of
the Book of Common Prayer. The series has given all of
the parishioners – not just the ones who come early for
Christian education – an opportunity to learn more about
their own faith traditions. Articulating what I believe to
be an Anglican understanding of the Christian faith also
has helped me to be a better parish priest.
I’ll admit that on the surface, a sermon series on the
catechism sounds about as engaging as a conversation
with one of my golf clubs. But I have been more than
pleased with the results thus far. Not only has Mass
attendance increased significantly over last summer, but
the sermons have generated much more discussion than
normal among the congregation. And I can’t believe I’m
saying this, but my favorite sermon of the bunch has been
the one on sin and redemption.
Now mind you, what I am about to present is one
Anglican’s perspective on sin and redemption. With all
the division and threats of schism, I dare not say that it is
the only Anglican perspective on the subject.
According to the Catechism of the 1979 Book of
Common Prayer, “Sin is the seeking of our own will
instead of the will of God, thus distorting our relationship with God, with other people and with all creation.”
It goes on to say that, “Sin has power over us because
we lose our liberty when our relationship with God is
distorted.”
Notice there is no list of sins, no exhaustive commentary of what is or is not morally repugnant in our present
age. Rather the theological argument is made that sin is
deliberate action or desire on the part of a human being
putting his or her will over that of the creator. The outcome is enmity between our God and our neighbor.
Sin is human choice. It is our choosing and acting
within our own selfishness rather than living into the self-

giving love of God. This harkens
back to Jesus’ encounter with the
crowd in Mark 7:14. “Then he
called the crowd again and said
to them, ‘Listen to me, all of you,
and understand: there is nothing
outside a person that by going
in can defile, but things that
come out are what defile.’” This
understanding of sin, focused
upon human choices and actions
and their results, sets us apart
from others within the broader
Christian tradition.
For many of my friends in other faith communities,
the line of demarcation between sin and holy living is
often very clear. And it almost always has to do with
things external. You don’t play cards, because it’s considered a game of chance (gambling). You don’t vote for
a Democrat, because of the party’s stance on abortion or
homosexuality. You don’t drink alcohol, because that is
being a drunkard.
This concept of sin – that it is found outside of me
in some shady neighborhood or within some person or
thing that I must avoid to keep myself pure – worries
me. It worries me because it becomes very easy to blame
someone or something else for the sin I have committed.
It worries me because it never forces me to ask how I
treat my neighbor, or if I am a good Samaritan to those
in need, or how I use and invest my money. Everything
is focused on saving the soul, making sure I am ready
to meet the maker, while the needs of the world are easily forgotten because they really don’t matter if going
to heaven is the only thing really important about the
Christian faith. This view of sin also allows people to
conveniently forget that the real source of sin is a greedy,
prideful heart that chooses so often to satisfy itself rather
than give of itself to God and neighbor.
So how do we make good choices? How do we over-
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come sin in ourselves? How do we conform our will
to that of God’s and begin to live into God’s self-giving love? That’s where the Anglican understanding of
redemption and salvation enters.
At one time or another, most people have been asked
the question, “When were you saved?” And what
people who ask this really what to know is, “When
did you personally accept Jesus Christ as your Lord
and Savior?” For many, this conscious, cognitive decision on the part of the human being is the mark of
what makes a Christian. But this is not the Anglican
understanding of salvation. Although committing oneself to our Savior is of most importance, the act of the
individual is not what “saves” anyone. If that were the
case, our salvation and redemption would rest solely
on human action.
The 31st Article of Religion reminds us that Christ’s
act of self-giving on the cross alone is what brings
redemption into our world. So for each of us as Christians
in the Anglican tradition, we can say with confidence, “I
was saved when Jesus died on the cross and rose from
the tomb.” It is through God’s redemptive act that we
have the grace to overcome sin and live into God’s love
in Jesus Christ. For us, it all happens at the cross and the
empty tomb.
Some may be of the catholic party within the Anglican
tradition who understand this living into God’s self-giving love to begin at baptism; others come from a more
evangelical perspective and believe it to begin when you
make the conscious choice to live into the faith of Jesus
Christ. But either way, God’s redemptive act of self-giving occurs at the cross, and we make the choice to live
into it or reject it. God’s grace alone gives all of us the
ability to say yes to God and no to the selfishness that
can consume us and separate us from God and the rest
of humanity.

The Rev. Jeff Queen is rector of All Saints, Portsmouth.
Contact him at jeffreyqueen@yahoo.com.

Why I am an Anglican?
BY THE REV. DR. KARL RUTTAN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
I remember with great joy the gathering of people for
worship when I was serving the Church in Africa. I have
a vivid image of my visit to rural Zambia and seeing my
Bishop, Joseph Mabula, an elderly and deeply spiritual
man, leaving his hut in the early morning as the fog
was lifting. He was dressed in his flowing white alb and
heading for the huge cathedral-like mission church. The
ladies from the Mother’s Union gathered around him to
sing and dance as they followed him to the church for
the baptisms and confirmations. The clergy processed in
with the choir singing unaccompanied in perfect harmony. We broke bread together and shared the Eucharistic
feast. It was glorious! Although the service was in the
Bemba language, I knew, deep in my heart, it was in the
language of the Book of Common Prayer. This liturgy,
so different from what I knew at home, fundamentally
represents our unity in Christ of Anglicans around the
world.
Some years prior to this experience, when I was in

my mid-20s, I re-connected with
the Episcopal Church. I had been
searching for my spiritual path
and trying out various expressions when a friend invited me
to attend Easter services in an
Episcopal Church on the south
side of Chicago. We arrived at
an inner-city, multi-racial church
and I soon learned that the service
was far different from the very
plain, little Episcopal Church in
which I grew up. The liturgy was
taken from what was than called
the Zebra book – one of the trial
services preparing for the 1979 Book of Common Prayer.
The Church was filled with incense and the ringing of
Sanctus bells. The people were warm and welcoming.
When I received communion, I knew I had come home.
Despite all the outward differences, the Eucharist spoke
to me in a deep place in my heart that I did not fully
understand, reminding me of my connection to God and
to the community of faith. Soon afterwards, I responded
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to my call to ordination.
I have been blessed to visit Anglican Churches around
the world. For all our diversity, there is a fundamental
unity which holds us together and reminds us that God
calls us in fellowship around Christ’s table.
I believe this is an exciting time to be an Anglican. It
is wonderful to be part of such a diverse church which
is boldly facing the needs of our world through the
Millennium Development Goals. Indeed we are facing
some considerable challenges to hold our Communion
together. But I believe that with every challenge, new
opportunities arise, inviting us to reclaim the source of
our unity and our mission. We are all invited to worship around the table, to be fed by the Eucharist, and
to serve in the world. The Prayer Book gives us a common unity while allowing for a great deal of freedom
to hold different points of view. Our Church has much
to say in the 21st century about God’s inclusive love
that empowers us to minister to a badly broken world
in Christ’s name.

The Rev. Dr. Karl Ruttan is the Dean of the Anglican
Academy. Contact him at karl_ruttan@episcopal-dso.org.

Breathing sacramental air
BY THE REV. CRICKET PARK
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
A few faithful parishioners joined me for an early
morning Eucharist. We gathered in semi-darkness, using
only those lights necessarily for reading and the candles
on the altar. The ambience was contemplative, perfect for
a Wednesday morning in Lent. At the fraction, I observed
particles of dust rising from the broken wafer. “That’s
interesting,” I thought. Later, one of those who
gathered with me that morning told me that
he shared my observation. “You know, if
we multiply the particles of dust that we
saw that morning over centuries,” he
said. “We would actually be breathing
sacramental air.”
Breathing sacramental air.
While the Instruments of Unity debate
whether the Episcopal Church or the
Anglican Church in Canada should remain
members of the Anglican Communion in one
form or another, my thoughts turn to the places
where I know I’ve breathed sacramental air - England.
When I reflected on her gifts to Christendom at Elizabeth
I’s tomb in Westminster Abbey, sat in silent prayer in the
cell of Julian of Norwich, pondered a stone memorial in a
street at Oxford, and walked onto the close of Canterbury
Cathedral, I came to understand that I’m not just an
Episcopalian, I am an Anglican Christian. Being Anglican
is as much a part of my identity as my DNA. I know,
thanks to my experiences on these plots of holy ground,
that no legislative act on either side of the Atlantic can
change the status of my Anglican identification. Litigation

can’t change cultural ethnicity.
My spiritual journey is inextricably connected with
those men and women who shaped the church in the
British Isles. Their worship, their words, their being, and
often their blood, rarified the air I breathe when I visit the
Mother Country. Augustine, Latimer, Ridley, Cranmer,
Becket, Donne, are no longer names in dusty history
books, but are fellow pilgrims on a spiritual journey. My
spiritual home is that plot of land in Canterbury where
for more than 1,400 years, a worshiping community has gathered to honor God. That
is the Anglican Communion to me – a
faith tradition that links me to faithful
people who lived in the past and looks
with hope to people like me and my
descendants into the future.
When the struggles we are having
with each other begin to overwhelm
me, I close my eyes and go home to
Canterbury. I imagine myself looking
up at the lacy stone latticework of the Bell
Harry Tower. To one side, medieval stained
glass offers its stories of healing and heroism. To the
other, modern glass allows new light to shine into sacred
space and onto a set of stairs worn down by the feet
and knees of other pilgrims. Light, shiny and bright as
well as mottled through ancient colors, converges on the
Compass Rose beneath my feet. I think of the Compass
Rose, where the Light of Christ is depicted as emanating
from that holy place throughout the world. That Light has
touched my life and changed me forever. That Light has
touched the lives of countless numbers of human beings
and changed them too.

The Rev. Cricket Park at Canterbury with a friend.
Fighting over property or power may fracture a human
institution, but it can never destroy our connection through
Christ. Our Communion is so profound; we cannot begin
to understand its complexities. I share a common heritage
with Christians in England and Scotland, in Africa and in
Central America. Our prayer books may not be identical,
but they all reveal the genius of the English Reformation.
I’ve prayed in Spanish, German, Lakota, English and
American Sign Language. I am a part of the Anglican family, even if I’m considered by some to be the brash, outspoken cousin that they’d rather ignore. How do I know
this to be true? I know because I’ve breathed sacramental
air containing centuries of particles of fractured Hosts in
sacred spaces just as William Temple, Lancelot Andrewes,
and Evelyn Underhill did. We are all one Body, connected
by the Light of the Compass Rose.

Lay theologian: What it will mean to be Anglican
Within a period of five years early in the 16th century,
Copernicus shared a model of the heliocentric universe
with a few friends, and Luther, somewhat more dramatically, nailed the famous 95 theses to the chapel door at
Wittenberg.
Western Christianity was soon torn by disputes about
who or what is the central authority of the Church.
Furthermore, imagine that your whole life you’ve known
that earth was the center of the universe, fixed, motionless. Everything in the heavens revolved around us. But
now, we are adrift in the void!
That’s what it feels like, anyway, until you adjust. We
are not adrift, be we are not motionless either. A heliocentric system requires a new vision of the universe.
The Anglican Communion is beginning a new sort of
16th century. What emerges will be different, and it is not
yet clear what it will be.
In the relatively recent past, to be an Anglican, institutionally speaking, was to be in communion with the
Archbishop of Canterbury. That meant that your bishops
were invited to the Lambeth Conference of Bishops held
every 10 years in England. This is a big ecclesial family reunion for purple shirts, with all the old friendships
and resentments of any family reunion. The entire group
is now as large as the House of Deputies at General
Convention, well over 800.
In almost every one’s opinion about the 2008 Lambeth
Conference, some of the wrong people have been invited
or non-invited. There is disagreement of course about
who is which. Some bishops are saying they will not
come unless certain bishops of the Episcopal Church
are un-invited or decide not to attend. The Archbishop

of Canterbury will meet with
our House of Bishops in late
September, and it’s safe to
assume this will come up.
Most of the signals from the
primates in other provinces of
the Anglican Communion point
in the same direction. Charity to
others’ faithfully held convictions does not appear to have
the upper hand.
These latest events are not a
surprise. They are the outcome
of decades of genuine conversation—and some strategic
positioning. The 800+ bishops and the dioceses they lead
are emphasizing our differences as never before. Too frequently in recent months, genuine conversation has been
interrupted by exchanges of ultimatums.
Like a new vision of the universe, we will need a new
vision of the Anglican Communion. We are not adrift,
but we are not motionless either.
I would sum up what it means to me to be Anglican in
five points. One will not be affected. Four are threatened.
Our wonderful combination of liturgical poetry and
spiritual discipline is not threatened. Our worship is
graceful, and for those who pray the Daily Office, it
establishes a spiritual rhythm for life formed by the
beauty of holiness.
Lambeth Conference, as I mentioned, is in danger. I
have loved the ideal for Lambeth Conference, that every
Anglican Christian is only one friendship away.
Third, I love the theological roominess of
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Anglicanism. I don’t mean room for laxity but rather
space for discernment instead of mere compliance.
For those of us who grew up in other traditions, it is a
wonderful thing not to have to check our brains at the
door—to recall one of Robin Williams’ top ten reasons
to be Episcopalian. Those pressing for an Anglican
Covenant that would be a doctrinal catechism put this
in danger.
Fourth, I love our democratic catholicism. The “substance of the Faith” is the same the world over, but
its expressions in cultures very different from each
other look strikingly different. In the Episcopal Church,
though not everywhere in the Communion, lay people
play an important role in discerning “the substance of
the Faith.”
Finally, I fear that I will lose Elizabeth I. She symbolizes for me the other four things I love about being
Anglican, in the gracefulness of her public speech, her
intellectual brilliance and artful repartee in holding
together people with seemingly incompatible perspectives, and her utter devotion to her people.
What emerges as the Anglican Communion through
this new 16th century will be different. Locally, very
little will change. Internationally, it is not yet clear what
being Anglican will mean.
I hope it includes honoring each other’s faithfully held
convictions. And I hope it recognizes that we are not the
center of the universe.

Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church,
Springfield, and is professor of philosophy at Wittenberg
University. His e-mail address is dreed@wittenberg.edu.

Key elements of Anglican theology

T

he Anglican Communion is a family of 38 self-governing churches and 77 million members, making it the
third largest denomination in the world. This includes
The Episcopal Church, with about 2.4 million people.
The Churches in the Anglican Communion are “joined together
in faith and obedience to Jesus Christ, in communion with the
See of Canterbury, and committed to the faith of the One, Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church,” according to “Communion
Matters: A Study Document for The Episcopal Church.” The
Book of Common Prayer (translated into local languages
and reflecting local customs) also binds the Churches of the
Communion. Anglicans traditionally use the so-called threelegged stool of Scripture, reason and tradition for theological
approaches and share an ecclesiology (or governing style) based
upon the episcopacy. With the Archbishop of Canterbury as a
focus for unity, three other “Instruments of Unity” define how
the different churches in the Anglican Communion relate to one
another and are held together. These Instruments of Unity are
sometimes called the “bonds of affection.”
At the same-time, each of the 38 Churches within the
Communion is autonomous and independent in terms of means
of governance, doctrine and worship.
No other denomination has this type of tenuous relationship that
strives to balance autonomy with inter-dependence and mutual
support.

ANGLICAN CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
ACROSS THE GLOBE

Sudan 5M
Uganda 8M

West Africa 1M

Canada 686K

Kenya 2.5M

Nigeria 17.5M

England 26M

United States 2.4M
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Africa
2M

Central Africa 600K
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Millions
Communities
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on this map.
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Australia 3.8M
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5-10

New Zealand 584K

10+

Source: UK census/Church of England/BBC

Instruments of unity: Bonds of affection

Book of Common Prayer

Lex orandi, lex credendi

The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) is the foundational
prayer book of Anglicanism. Developed during the English
Reformation, the Book of Common Prayer replaced the various services or rites that had been
used in different churches and
regions with one book in the language of the people so that “now
from henceforth all the Realm
shall have but one use.” (BCP,
1662). British colonial expansion
brought the Church of England
– the Anglican church – to all
corners of the globe. Over the
centuries, the Book of Common
Prayer has been adapted, revised and translated but still uses a
common liturgy or structure for worship.

This Latin phrase, meaning “the law of prayer is the
law of belief,” is a guiding principle in Anglican theology. The prayer book contains the fundamentals of
Anglican doctrine: the creeds, the Scriptures (through the
lectionary), the sacraments, daily prayer, the catechism
and apostolic succession.

Sacraments
Sixteenth century theologian Richard Hooker defined
a sacrament as “an outward and visible sign of an
inward and spiritual grace.” The Anglican understanding of a sacrament relies on its history of being both
a church in the Catholic tradition and a church of
the Reformation. Anglicans recognize seven sacraments:
Baptism, Confession and Absolution, Holy Matrimony,
Holy Eucharist, Confirmation, Holy Orders (ordination)
and Anointing of the Sick.

Baptismal covenant
Within the Episcopal Church particularly, the baptismal
covenant has received renewed emphasis. The call to honor
God in one another and to respect the dignity of every human
being has been the theological foundation for many social
justice ministries.

Eucharist

Archbishop of
Canterbury

The Lambeth Conference
Every 10 years, the bishops of the Anglican churches gather for the Lambeth Conference at the invitation of the
Archbishop of Canterbury, who serves as president of the conference.There have been 13 conferences to date, with the
first being held in 1867, and the most recent in 1998. The conferences traditionally have been a mix of worship and
prayer, Bible study, discussion and church business. Resolutions on the governance of the church, its ministry and liturgy and involvement in the world typically emerge from the conference. Over the years, the conferences have explored
difficult issues such as the essential principles of Anglicanism, the authority of Scripture, the ordination of women and
women in the episcopate and sexuality.
The next Lambeth Conference will be at the University of Kent from July 18 to August 8, 2008.

The Churches of the Anglican Communion are
linked by affection and common loyalty. They are
in full communion with the See of Canterbury and
thus the Archbishop of Canterbury, in his person, is
a unique focus of Anglican unity. He calls the oncea-decade Lambeth Conference, chairs the meeting of Primates, and is President of the Anglican
Consultative Council – the three Instruments of
Unity. The 104th Archbishop, in the succession of
St. Augustine, is the Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. Rowan
Douglas Williams, who was enthroned in February
2003.
Archbishop Williams also serves as the diocesan
bishop of Canterbury, metropolitan for the southern
province of England and primate of all England.
Upon the recommendation of the Prime Minister,
the Queen of England appoints the Archbishop.
Although the Archbishop is the symbolic leader of
the Communion, he has no jurisdiction outside of
the Church of England. This position is known as
primus inter pares (first among equals).

The Primates
The Primates’ Meeting was established in 1978 by Archbishop Donald Coggan (101st Archbishop of Canterbury)
as an opportunity for “leisurely thought, prayer and deep consultation.” Today, the primates (the senior archbishop or
presiding bishop) of each of the 38 provinces of the Anglican Communion meet annually to discuss theological, social
and international issues.

The Anglican Consultative Council
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The Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) is a 115-member international assembly of the Anglican Communion,
bringing together bishops, presbyters, deacons, lay men and women and youth to work on common concerns. It was
established in 1968 as a way for the leaders of the church to have more frequent meetings, and it functions today as an
advisory body with the Archbishop of Canterbury serving as president. Representation is based on church membership:
churches with more than 1 million members are entitled to three representatives; those with more than 250,000 have
two representatives and those under 250,000 have one representative.

For Anglicans, the Eucharist is the central act of worship.
In the Anglican tradition, Christ becomes present to the gathered community through the Eucharist, which is also called
Mass, Holy Communion or the
Lord’s Supper. The Eucharist is
seen as a renewal of the Body
of Christ through receiving the
Blessed Sacrament – the bread
and wine as the spiritual body
and blood of Christ.
The Eucharist has a sense
of past, present and future. It
recalls Christ’s sacrifice as well
as reminds us of the present-day
incarnation of Christ in the lives of believers. The Eucharist
also is seen as a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.
The mystery of the Eucharist is famously articulated in
a poem (sometimes attributed to John Donne, by others to
Elizabeth I):

Doctrine of incarnation
In the Anglican tradition, we believe that God takes on
human flesh, not just once in Jesus, but chooses to dwell
again in each of us if we are open to God’s spirit. For some,
the doctrine particularly manifests itself in the way we treat
the neediest and marginalized. In keeping with the doctrine, if
we serve the marginalized, we serve Jesus, and if we neglect
them, we neglect Jesus.

Via media
In the Anglican tradition, this Latin phrase refers to the middle ground between Roman Catholicism and Protestantism.
Many also understand it to mean that there’s room for a wide
range of opinions on an issue.

Lambeth Quadrilateral
The Episcopal House of Bishops met in Chicago in
1886 to develop a statement of principles or fundamentals
for Anglican churches. The 1888
Lambeth Conference adopted a
condensed version of the principles, which became known as the
Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral.
The Quadrilateral’s four points are:
the Holy Scriptures, as containing all things necessary to salvation; the Creeds (specifically, the
Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds), as
the sufficient statement of Christian
faith; the two sacraments ordained by Christ, that of Baptism
and Holy Communion, and the historic episcopate.

The Thirty-Nine
Articles of Religion
Established in 1563, these guidelines strove to articulate
Anglican theology and doctrine. Today, these articles are considered more advisory than binding. In particular, Article VI is
the subject of considerable interpretation. It states that “Scripture
containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is
not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required
of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the Faith,
or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation.”

Resources: www.anglicancommunion.
org, www.lambethconference.org, Anglican
Communion WikiProject,, www.rci_rutgers.
edu, Communion Matters: A Study Document
for The Episcopal Church.

“He was the Word that spake it; He took the bread and brake it;
And what that Word did make it, I do believe and take it”
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NOTABLE

Congratulations to Elizabeth Gustafson, of St. George’s,
Dayton, who was recently named interim dean of the School
of Business Administration at the University of Dayton.
Deacon Colenthia Hunter received a Faith in Action
award from the Council of Christian Communions at its
annual meeting this summer. She serves as the deacon at St.
Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights.
The front page of the Portsmouth Daily Times in June
highlighted the convergence of the ministry of three
Episcopalians living out their baptismal vows. The paper
covered the grand opening of the Family Care Center, a new
program of The Counseling Center in Portsmouth. The center
will provide primary healthcare to clients of The Counseling
Center, which provides treatment for substance abuse and
addiction. Pictured were Deacon Sallie Schisler, director of
development for The Counseling Center who serves at Christ
Church, Ironton, the Rev. Jeff Queen, a board member
and rector of All Saints, Portsmouth, and Ann Parnum, an
Episcopalian and program officer of the Health Foundation
of Greater Cincinnati.

Cincinnati West

The people of St. Andrew’s, Pickerington, served
dinner to residents of the Ronald McDonald House
-- about 50 parents and relatives of children who are
in the hospital. The Ronald McDonald House gives
parents and family members a place to stay while their
children are fighting illnesses. St. Andrew’s served BLT
sandwiches, fruit salad, chips and summer desserts.

Columbus Deanery

The Episcopal Church Women of St. Patrick’s,
Dublin, is sponsoring a special speaker during its
Sept. 25 meeting. Shirley Brooks-Jones will speak
about her experience about being in Newfoundland
on Sept. 11, 2001, after all planes were grounded. Her
plane was diverted to Gander, where people opened
their hearts and homes to strangers who were stranded. Her story is a reminder that even during times of
crisis, Christian love still shines through. The ECW
meeting begins at 6 p.m., and Brooks-Jones will give
her presentation at 7 p.m. All are invited.

Youth at St. James, Westwood, are hoping folks
quench their thirsts with an in-house remedy. They are
selling cans of soda pop and water to raise money for
youth activities. The sale of beverages will operate on
an honor system of 50-cents a piece. So drink up!

A special note of recognition and thanks to the
people of the Columbus Deanery. They gathered Aug.
25 for an in-house service project – helping the people
of St. Edward, Whitehall. Deanery folks pitched in to
clean the interior and exterior of the building as well
as with the landscaping in anticipation of the Sept. 9
service of Celebration of New Ministry and installation of the Rev. Carolyn Keck as the vicar.
Join the people of St. Cyprian’s of Carthage,
Columbus, for a cultural festival on Sept. 15. Held at the
King Arts Complex, 867 Mt. Vernon Ave. from 4 to 8
p.m., the festival will include a display of African arts and a
fashion show, as well as one of Africa’s traditional engagement ceremonies, “Put Stop,” African dances and food.
Tickets are $15. Contact Linda Stanley at 614.517.8496 or
614.448.6489 or Juliette Johnson at 614.276.1767.
The patronal feast celebrations continue on Sunday
morning with Holy Eucharist at 10:30 a.m. at the church,
787 E. Broad Street Bishop Thomas Breidenthal is the
celebrant. For more information, contact the church at
614.221.5221 or visit www.scocec.org.
St. John’s, Town Street, shared the undercroft of
their church this summer with the Columbus/Franklin
County Community Action Agency’s Summer
Cooling Program. The program assists senior citizens
and others who have breathing problems with electric
bill payment. Some participants qualify for free air
conditioners.
The arrangement meant more people coming in and
out of the church each day. Some signed up for classes
at the Learning Center, received help from the food
pantry and brought their children to summer church
programs. Talk about meeting all needs – from the
physical to the spiritual!

Dayton Deanery

Women of St. George’s, Dayton: Grab your popcorn and tissues. Chick Flick nights will begin this
fall, with “Fried Green Tomatoes” as the first movie.
For each night, the women gather and bring ingredients to prepare a meal together in the theme of the
night’s movie. They prepare a terrific dinner, watch
a classic chick flick and discuss some of the spiritual
themes in the movie.
Bikers from around the state gathered at Christ
Church, Xenia, in early July for the kick-off to the
Diocese of Ohio’s Bishop’s Summer Bike Ride. The
ride followed a portion of the 2,058 mile Underground
Railroad Bicycle Route, traveling from Xenia to
Hudson. The route honors the bravery of freedom
seekers and those who provided shelter along the way.
The second stop on the tour: St. Patrick’s, Dublin.

Northwest Deanery

Christ Church, Springfield, held its annual
Neighborhood Fair on Aug. 18. This festive day is
Christ Church’s gift to the neighborhood. The fair

included games such as cornhole, face painting and
a cakewalk, and booths from the fire department, the
high school and the police and sheriff departments.
Food fare included walking tacos, hot dogs and chips
and cheese. The congregation also collected school
supplies to distribute at the Neighborhood Fair.

Miami River

A group from Trinity, Hamilton, is heading to
Amish country in northern Indiana in late October.
The three-day tour will include time for shopping,
attending a performance of The Will Rogers Follies
and a visit to the National Studebaker Museum and
History Center. Cost is $395 per person. Information:
John Vanderplough at 513.939.0599.
St. Francis, Springboro, again is reaching out to
the community to spread the Good News. They are
offering the Alpha Course, a well-known, practical
introduction to the Christian faith. The course runs
from Sept. 9 to Dec. 2. Dinner starts at 5 p.m. Video
presentation and discussion groups conclude at 8:30
p.m. An Alpha Sprouts program for children ages
4 and younger, as well as nursery care, is provided.
Information: 937.748.2592.

Scioto River

All Saints, Portsmouth, is launching a new Christian
education program this fall. They’ll kick off the new
program with a dinner and U2charist on Sept. 9. The
programs will be offered on Sunday evening for all
ages. The adults will explore faith in films, while the
children’s programs will connect pop and modern
culture to a dynamic, living faith.
About 30 people heard an inspiring, rags-to-riches
real life tale in August at St. Mary’s, Hillsboro.
The church sponsored a lecture by Sylvester Myers,
author of “From Coal Fields to Oil Fields and Beyond
– A Life in Pursuit of All I Could Be”. The memoir
chronicles Myers’ lifestory, beginning with his birth in
a West Virginia shanty through his rise to chief executive officer and owner of a major business.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. For more information
about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation. Do you have something to share Around the Diocese?
Send news to richelle_thompson@episcopal-dso.org or Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o Richelle Thompson, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.
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NEWS

UBE gathers in Texas
BY THE REV. TREVOR R. BABB
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
From July 2-6, more than 300 black Episcopalians met in
Houston, Texas, for an annual conference and business meeting of
the Union of Black Episcopalians. This number included several
bishops, priests, deacons and laity, with more than 50 youth in
attendance. The theme of the conference was “Telling Our Story:
Hearing God’s Call for Reconciliation.” Worship was a focal and
renewing part of the conference as we sought to hear God’s call
through the diverse gifts present – sermons, music, dance and
drama. If heaven is on earth, then this gathering was a symbol of
God’s presence in the midst of humanity.
One of the highlights of the conference was our time with
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, who was celebrant
and preacher at the July 4 reconciliation Eucharist. She also led
several conversations on the subject of reconciliation. In her sermon, she reminded the gathered community that, “reconciliation
and freedom go hand in hand.” We were blessed by her presence
and the grace with which she fellowshipped among us.
We also recognized and honored the 30th anniversary of the
ordination of women in the Episcopal Church. At the Gala banquet, several ordained women were recognized for their sterling
contribution to the ministry and mission to the church. Noted
among those honored were Bishop Suffragan Bavi Edna ‘Nedi’
Rivera of Olympia; Bishop Carol Gallagher; Bishop Suffragan
Dena Harrison of Texas; retired Bishop Suffragan Barbara
Harris of Massachusetts and Bishop Suffragan Gayle Harris of
Massachusetts.
On the local level, that is the Mid-West region, and in particular
the Diocese of Southern Ohio, 10 people attended. Wale Omosebi,
a member of St. Simon of Cyrene, daughter of Bishop Benjamin
Omosebi and youth representative on the national board of UBE,
spoke on behalf of the youth at the Presiding Bishop’s conversation on reconciliation. She noted that issues such as racism and
questions of sexual orientation are perplexing the church today,
and asked, “If God is the God of the oppressed as well as the free,
how can we exclude an entire group of people?” This question
is still to be answered as the struggle to find reconciling ground
within the Anglican Communion continues.
The name of the UBE chapter in Southern Ohio was changed
to “The Bishop Herbert Thompson Chapter” in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. This name change comes as part of the re-organizing of the UBE chapter in the diocese and is our way of permanently honoring the legacy of our beloved bishop as we seek
to live into and participate in the work of reconciliation in our
diocese and beyond. We also elected a new regional director for
the Mid-West, Patricia Abram.
At the conference, black Episcopalians were able to gather in
the presence of God and the highest leadership in the Episcopal
Church and demonstrate that we all have diverse gifts to enhance
and enrich the life our church. Black Episcopalians are committed
to the work of reconciliation - God’s gift to humanity - among ourselves, within the church and society and will endeavor by God’s
amazing grace to work to see that all of God’s people are treated
with dignity and respect. As Presiding Bishop Jefferts Schori said,
“None of us can live in that Kingdom God has promised until
every single one of us is valued as beloved of God, not until each
one of us has the sacramental evidence of that in the outward and
visible sign of a society of justice, where all have equal access to
the blessings for which we were created, where ancient wounds
have been salved, ancient dis-ease healed, and ancient injustice
repaired.”
The conference ended with a change in the national leadership.
The Very Rev. Canon C. David Williams, dean of Trinity and St.
Philip’s Cathedral, Newark, New Jersey, was elected as the new
UBE national president.

The Rev. Trevor R. Babb is rector of St. Simon’s of Cyrene, Lincoln
Heights. Contact him at Stsimonsrector@aol.com.

Baptized by faith
Deacons
Sallie and
Dick Schisler
pulled
double
duty this
spring. Both
deacons,
the couple
helped
baptize their
first grandson, Carson
Schisler,
during a
Sunday worship service
at All Saints,
Portsmouth.

Diana Butler Bass:
Guide to reviving congregations
leaders—both lay and ordained. In these events,
participants explore the changes that impacted
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
mainline churches in recent years and discover the
The mainline is sinking. This dire description ways in which vital congregations are responding
of the current conditions found in many mainline to cultural change as a way of renewal. Within
churches, including many Episcopal congregations, the larger topic, participants look at the need for
structural and spiritual change, issues of tradition
echoes Henny Penny’s, “The sky is falling.”
(the definitions and uses of tradition in
Just like Henny Penny and all her
congregations), the practices that make
friends, dashing helter-skelter to find
for congregational renewal and the
the king expecting him to find a solularger setting of cultural, political and
tion, church leadership runs here and
social justice commitments in mainline
there looking for someone “out there”
congregations.
to solve the problem. Like the nursery
“Our goal is that laity and clergy will
tale characters, mainline churches are
come away from the workshop filled
often tempted to try slick, “foxy,” new
with hope and inspired to go home and
ideas that can prove to be disastrous.
rebuild,” says Francis, who is also on
Finally when the sky actually does fall,
the vestry of Christ Church, Dayton.
killing the fox, the nervous little group
The Practicing Congregations workturns around and goes home to rebuild,
shop will take place Sept. 21, from
because none of them knows where the Diana Butler Bass
7-8:30 p.m., and Sept. 22, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Christ
kings lives.
In her workshop, “The Practicing Congregation: Church, located at 20 W. First Street, Dayton.
Imagining a New Old Church,” Diana Butler Bass Cost for Friday evening is $20; for the Saturday
“advises mainline congregations to go home and workshop, $60. Both events are $70. There is an
rebuild—before the sky falls,” says Karen Francis, additional charge of $12 for snacks and lunch on
executive director of NewSource: Transforming Saturday.
For more information and to register, visit www.
Christian Ministries, sponsor of the event. “Ms. Bass
advocates a return to the ancient roots of the early nsctm.org or call 937.256.0400.
NewSource, located in Dayton, provides consultchurch in order to strengthen us for future service.”
Based on her book of the same name, Bass gears ing and lends resources to churches and faith-based
this workshop toward mainline Protestant church non-profits throughout southern and western Ohio.

BY KAREN FRANCIS
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CALENDAR
September

3 – Diocesan offices closed for Labor Day.
4 – Parish Audits due to Diocesan House by close of business.
Contact: Pam at 800.582.1712 or 513.421.0311.
7-8 – Deacons’ School at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Kay Sturm at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424.
8 – Mountain Grace IV: a conference presented by the dioceses
of West Virginia and Southern Ohio at Ohio University Eastern
Campus in St. Clairsville, Ohio. 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
11 – Convention Resolutions Committee meeting at Diocesan
House. Contact: Jim Heathcote at 937.446.2108.
15 – Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141.
15 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training at
Procter Camp & Conference Center from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Preregistration and pre-payment are required. Register with Geri
McDaniel at the diocesan office at 513.421.0311 or 800.582.1712.
To register and/or pay online, look under Administration,
Misconduct prevention. Contact: Deacons Fred or Diana Shirley
at 614.882.9038.
20-25 – House of Bishops meeting in New Orleans.
28-30 – Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative weekend
retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact: the Rev.
Karl Ruttan, dean of the Anglican Academy, at 614.461.8429 or
800.461.2424.
28-30 – Genesis 5 at St. Paul, Chillicothe.
29 – GAP grants at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: the Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff at 800.582.1712.

October

5-7 – Episcopal Marriage Encounter weekend in Columbus
Contact: Larry and Patti Cooper at 740.369.0832. Learn more:
www.wwme.org or www.episcopalme.com.
5-7 – Deacons’ School at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Kay Sturm at the Anglican Academy, 800.461.8424.
6 – Sexual Misconduct/Child Abuse Prevention Training at St.
Timothy, 8101 Beechmont Ave., Anderson Township.
8 – Diocesan offices closed for Columbus Day.
11 – Retired clergy and spouse luncheon at Procter Camp &
Conference Center.
12-13 – The Magnetic Church Conference at Trinity, Newark.
Register online at www.episcopal-dso.org, Programs/Ministries,
then Evangelism.
13 – Diocesan Council meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Vice President Chips Lanier at 937.258.0141.
20 – Commission on Ministry meeting at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff at 800.582.1712.
25 – Affirmative Aging Luncheon at Procter Camp & Conference
Center at 11 a.m.
25-26 – Commission on Ministry meeting at Procter Camp
& Conference Center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff at
800.582.1712.
27 – Episcopal Church Women conference. Contact: Deacon
Irene Radcliff at imradcliff@yahoo.com.
Register online.
28 – Pre-convention hearings, Trinity, McArthur; St. Paul’s,
Chillicothe. 3 p.m.
29 – Pre-convention hearing, St. Barnabas, Montgomery. 7
p.m.
30 – Pre-convention hearing, Christ Church, Glendale; St.
John’s, Worthington. 7 p.m.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to the Rev. Kiah and the Rev. Philip Webster
on the birth of their son, Philip Louis Webster III on July 24. Kiah,
Philip, Philip and Philip’s older brother Liam are all doing well.

RESOURCES

REST IN PEACE

The Rev. Robert Piper, a retired priest of the diocese, died July 6 after a battle with lung cancer. He
served as rector of Trinity, Hamilton, from 1967-1970, as rector of Christ Church, Ironton from 19631967 and as curate at St. Edward, Whitehall, from 1962-1963. A World War II veteran, he earned three
battle stars and a Presidential Unit Citation. He earned a law degree from the University of Cincinnati
and practiced law until he entered Bexley Hall in 1958. He returned to private law practice in 1968.
Survivors include his wife Marge; two daughters, Linda Sherman of Montana and Bonnie Jo Piper of
Oxford, Ohio; son, Robin Piper; grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Memorials to Animal Friends
Humane Society, 5225 Trenton Rd., Hamilton 45067, or to Vitas Hospice Charitable Fund, 11500
Northlake Dr., Cincinnati 45249.
Bob Matchette of St. Thomas, Terrace Park died July 14 after a long illness. His wife, Pat, served as
organist and director of music at the church for several years. She has since retired. A memorial service
was held at St. Thomas on Aug. 2.
Wertha Reid Dugger Smith, a faithful and devoted member of St. Margaret’s, Trotwood, died on July 26
at Sycamore Hospital in Miamisburg. She was a Eucharistic visitor, chalice bearer, a member of the Daughters
of the King and a member of the Aging Commission of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. She was preceded in
death by her husbands, Edward and Harry. Survivors include two daughters, Kountez Moore and Wrise D.
Booker; a son, Edward Dugger III; five grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. Memorials to the capital
campaign of St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, 5301 Free Pike, Trotwood, 42426.
Margaret “Maggie” H. Scott died July 31. She was a lifelong member of St. Andrew’s in
Addyston before it merged with St. Luke’s, Saylor Park. She continued to attend St. Luke’s until
her health kept her from going. She was the sexton of both churches for many years and retired just
a few years ago. Her husband preceded her in death in 1998. Survivors include two sons, Robert
and Terry; four grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. Condolences may be sent to Robert
N. Scott, 65 Main Street, Addyston 45001 and Terry A. Scott 91 Main Street, Addyston 45001.

POSTINGS

Executive Assistant: The Diocese of Southern Ohio is seeking candidates for the position of full-

time executive assistant. This person will serve as executive assistant to the Bishop of Southern Ohio,
performing administrative duties and carrying out assigned responsibilities. See full position online at
www.episcopal-dso.org, under News and Calendars, then Job postings. Minority candidates are encouraged to apply. Please send resume and a cover letter discussing your reasons for interest in the position to
the Diocese of Southern Ohio, c/o the Rev. Canon Walt Mycoff, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati 45202.
Communications Director: Redeemer, Hyde Park, is seeking a part-time Director of
Communications who would be responsible for developing, editing and publishing communications to
the parish and to the community, including newsletters (both print and electronic), bulletin announcements, website and mailings. This person would incorporate all relevant information into parish communication and develop new communication vehicles as appropriate. The strong candidate will have
experience in public relations or marketing, organizing volunteer support, as well as skills in word
processing, editing and desktop publishing. Please contact the Rev. Bruce Freeman at bruce@redeemercincy.org or 513-321-6700.

CLERGY/CONGREGATIONS

The Rev. Phillip College has been called as rector of St. John’s, Worthington. He had been serving as
interim rector of St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington. He begins in mid-September.
The Rev. Paul St. Germain has been called as rector of St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington. He has been
associate at St. George’s, and priest-in-charge of St. Mary’s, Waynesville.
The Rev. Eileen O’Reilly has been called as interim vicar of St. Andrew’s, Washington Court House.
She begins in mid-September.

VISITATIONS

September
2
LABOR DAY WEEKEND
9
Bishop Breidenthal
St. Matthew, Westerville
3 p.m. Celebration of New Ministry at St. Edward, Whitehall
Bishop Price
ECO Cluster at St. John, Cambridge
16 Bishop Breidenthal
St. Cyprian of Carthage, Columbus
Bishop Price
Trinity, Newark
23 HOUSE OF BISHOPS IN NEW ORLEANS
30 Bishop Breidenthal
Good Shepherd, Athens
Bishop Price
St. Andrew, Washington Court House
October
7
Bishop Breidenthal

14
21

Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
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St. Paul, Chillicothe
4 p.m. Chapel blessing at Trinity, London
Grace, College Hill (Cincinnati)
St. Luke, Granville
St. Francis, Springboro
ARCUSA
St. Luke, Marietta

NEWS

St. Anthony’s marks bittersweet end,
members see chance to help others
BY DONNA THORP
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal, conducting the final
service of St. Anthony’s Wilmington on Aug. 19, accurately described it as “bittersweet.”
The bishop baptized two young people from the congregation, counseling them, and all of us, to fulfill our
baptismal vows. More than 60 people gathered to share
in the joyous, festive celebration of the ministry of St.
Anthony’s. Those attending included priests who had
served at St. Anthony’s, families in town for the occasion
and friends from the community.
When the bishop asked for those who wished to speak,
Jim Heathcote of St. Mary’s, Hillsboro, read a resolution from his congregation citing the years of cooperation and friendship between the two, and to wish God’s
blessing on their fellow Christians at St. Anthony’s. T.
Canby Jones of the Campus Friends (Quakers) read a
letter recalling the years of amicably sharing the worship
space at the Kelly Religious Center, and to thank us for
our witness to the Lord’s presence.
St. Anthony’s began as a mission of St. Mary’s,
Waynesville, in 1952, meeting in the chapel at
Wilmington College. The founders moved into a new
building in 1958, but attendance decreased sharply
in the early 1960s after the closures of the Clinton
County Air Base and the Nike Base, and the building
was sold by the diocese. In 1966, St. Anthony’s found

Bishop Breidenthal signs the prayer books of the newly
baptized, Adam and Melanie Ferguson, grandchildren of
Donna and Robert Thorp.
itself again at Wilmington College, this time in the new
Kelly Religious Center.
For more than a quarter of a century, the Rev. John
Carson did an early service at St. Mary’s in Hillsboro,
drove to Wilmington for a 9 a.m. service, and drove
back to Hillsboro for a late morning service. On Aug. 6,
the Feast of the Transfiguration and the day of Carson’s
funeral, St. Anthony’s drafted a letter to about 50 indi-

viduals and organizations announcing that the church
was disbanding and that, “In the spirit of Christ, we are
sharing our financial assets with those we feel are helping others. Please use this money as you see fit.”
A variety of charities is on the list, with food, medical
attention and shelter getting top priority. Largest amounts
are going to: the Clinton County Homeless Shelter, the
Free Clinic and the St. Anthony’s Helping Hands Fund,
which will be handled by the college Office of Ministry.
The group also is sharing their “things.” The altar/
large storage unit, with linens and other items, has been
offered to a new congregation. Works of art (stained
glass cross, needlepoint kneelers) are being offered to
the families of those who created them. Herman Fisher
donated his hand-carved processional cross to the local
Roman Catholic Church, whose cross recently was stolen.
St. Anthony’s had dwindled to around a dozen people,
half of whom are children, with all but one of the others
past retirement age.
In the first part of the 20th century, there was an
Episcopal presence in Wilmington in the All Saints congregation, which lost its building in the Depression. St.
Anthony’s filled the last half of that century. Perhaps later
in this century, another Episcopal group in Wilmington
will be formed.

Donna Thorp has attended St. Anthony’s, Wilmington,
since 1962. Contact her at dthorp2@cinci.rr.com

Carson modeled ministry within – and beyond – the church
advocates for ministry in Appalachia,
they authored the resolution passed by
diocesan convention in 2005 to establish
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Appalachian Ministries Sunday in the
When death came for the Rev. John Diocese of Southern Ohio. (See page 1
Carson, he left this world as he lived for related story)
Through his dogged pursuit of getwithin it, with a sense of humor in his
final days, with a strong faith in a caring ting Philander Chase commemorated on
the Episcopal Church’s Lesser
and loving God and with
Feasts and Fasts calendar,
a desire to again be in the
Carson married his interest
presence of his lifelong
in history with his passion
partner and wife, Jean.
for Kenyon College, where he
Carson died July 29 with
attended Bexley Hall divinity
family, a priest and his bishschool. Bishop Chase, who
op at his side. He was 82.
founded Kenyon College, was
He joined his wife of 56
elected the first bishop of the
years, who died in May.
Diocese of Ohio in 1818, when
Carson was the second
there was only one Episcopal
most senior member of the
diocese. At the 2006 General
clergy in the diocese, havConvention, John and Jean
ing been canonically resiCarson portrayed Philander
dent in Southern Ohio since The Rev. John Carson
and Sophia Chase for a bishJune 23, 1954. He began
his ministry at St. Andrew’s, Washington ops’ spouses gathering.
“They had an abiding love for the
Court House, but he spent most of his
life serving the people and the com- church, and it was contagious,” said the
munity of St. Mary’s, Hillsboro, and St. Rev. Mary Carson, one of the Carson’s
Anthony’s, Wilmington. Carson was rec- four children. “I keep saying ‘they’ when
tor of St. Mary’s from 1956-91 and served I’m talking because Mom and Dad were
as priest-in-charge of St. Anthony’s from almost always doing things together. They
saw their ministry as a shared one.”
1965-91.
Growing up in the church – literally,
John and Jean Carson were permanent fixtures at clergy family gatherings Mary Carson laughed, “we were always
and the Kenyon conferences. Staunch the first ones in and the last ones out.

BY RICHELLE THOMPSON

Folding bulletins, doing newsletters,
shoveling sidewalks, setting up tables and
chairs. It was a family affair.”
Her father saw his ministry as both
within the doors of the churches and just
as importantly, beyond the doors. “He
spent as much time going to other meetings in the community as he did going to
church,” Mary Carson said.
This commitment to the community
played out time and again. In his early
days as a priest, Carson pushed for passage of a bond issue to build a new
hospital in Highland County. When it
opened, he became its volunteer chaplain. Concerned that mentally retarded
and disabled children didn’t have access
to quality education and care, Carson
founded the Highland County Mental
Health Association.
In the 1980s, John and Jean Carson
joined others in the faith community to
establish Samaritan Outreach Services of
Highland County, an ecumenical food and
clothing bank.
Mary Carson recalls a steady flow of
transients eating dinner at her family’s
table. Her parents’ hospitality extended to
all people in all places, from the person on
the street to a bishop, from college professor to friend.
“Who knows how many miles Mom
and Dad put on the car going to celebrations of new ministry,” said Mary Carson.
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“They were never told to do that. They
just felt that it was an important ministry.”
Deacon Carol Callahan recalls how the
Carsons played a critical role in her journey of discernment.
“They were both very excited about my
plans to be ordained,” said Callahan, who
met the couple about 10 years ago. “It
kind of became a project for them. Jean
said, ‘I can’t wait until I present you to be
ordained,’ and so when I was ordained,
she was there at my side.”
During deacon’s school, John Carson
was a lifeline for Callahan.
“Whenever I had a question, John was
always the person I asked. There were
never any unimportant questions to him.
Every question had his full attention and
full expertise,” said Callahan, who serves
at Good Samaritan, Clermont County.
The three often rode to Kenyon conferences together, and the Carsons gave
Callahan the inch-by-inch tour – and
that’s no exaggeration, laughed Callahan,
for anyone who remembers Jean’s attention to detail.
“It seems very strange to me to go to
meetings and not have John and Jean
there,” said Callahan. “I keep looking,
watching the door for them, and then I
remember. … Their deaths leave a really
big hole in my life. They were just amazing people.”

NEWS

Cathedral, diocese host science, religion series
BY THE REV. CANON JOANN C. LEISERSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Galileo was not the first scientist whose findings
seemed to threaten church beliefs. And Darwin was not
the last. Ever since the advent of modern science, the
relationship between science and religion
has been a hot topic. And so have the
religious beliefs of the scientists who have
made these scientific advances.
Today the debate continues. The recent
discoveries of various evolutionary “missing links;” growing knowledge of the events
of the first few seconds of the universe after
the Big Bang; new findings that pinpoint
with startling accuracy the age of the universe at 13.7 billion years old … These
are all astonishing scientific discoveries in
the past century that appear threatening to
some Christians, for whom the Bible offers
the only true account of the cosmos. The
recent opening of the Creation Museum in
Northern Kentucky, and the persistent attempts to teach
creationism or intelligent design in schools are just two
examples of some Christian groups attempting to hold
back the scientific tide.
John F. Haught, Landegger Distinguished Professor
of Theology at Georgetown University, will offer a fivepart lecture series at Christ Church Cathedral during
2007-2008 as part of a Visiting Theologian program.

The series, titled Expanding Universe, Expanding God:
Reconciling Science & Religion, will address the questions of the place of science in Christian faith. Haught
takes the question of the Jesuit and scientist Teilhard
de Chardin as his starting point: “Is the Christ of the
Gospels, imagined and loved within the dimensions
of a Mediterranean world, capable of still
embracing and still forming the centre of
our prodigiously expanded universe?”
All lectures are free of charge and will
take place at the cathedral at 7 p.m. The
series is co-sponsored by Christ Church
Cathedral and the Diocese of Southern
Ohio.
Oct. 10: “Einstein’s God” Albert
Einstein considered himself to be deeply
religious, looking approvingly on the ethical teachings of Jesus and the prophets.
However, he considered belief in a personal
God to be the main obstacle to the reconciliation of science and religion. This lecture
will explore Einstein’s question: Is belief in
a personal God compatible with a scientific understanding of the world?
Nov. 7: “Finding Meaning in the Modern Universe”
Is it still possible in an age of science to believe that the
universe has an overarching meaning or purpose? Or is
the cosmos “pointless” as many educated people believe?
This lecture will offer Christian theological attempts to
respond to modern cosmic pessimism.

ECSF launches web-based
Ministry Toolkit
BY ARIEL MILLER

INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The Episcopal Community Services
Foundation has just launched a new website
designed to help Episcopalians in this diocese
connect the dots on outreach. The website
pages include information on poverty in Ohio,
success stories, local ministry profiles, and
links to other groups working on human
needs in this state. The website address is
www.ecsfsouthernohio.org.
The pages are full of pictures and stories
sent in by congregations all around the diocese who are using ECSF grants to strengthen
or expand what can be accomplished with
local resources. It reflects the ministries, concerns, and goals reported by virtually every
church during last year’s ECSF listening
sessions in the three major cities and the
three Appalachian deaneries of the diocese.
Grantee reports and countless conversations
with people working on various issues have
enriched the content.
The website is entirely homemade, not only
in content but in design. The diocese’s director
of youth ministry, Roger Speer (a graphic artist
in his spare time), developed its design, drawing on the ECSF poster designed last year by
Cathy Theobald of Christ Church, Glendale.
Bill Curnutte of All Saints, Portsmouth, is
the webmaster through his home business

Prodigal Web Creations, and he has made
the website easy and fun to navigate. ECSF’s
executive director, Ariel Miller, is the writer
and editor of the content, under supervision of
the ECSF board.
ECSF is an independent charity whose sole
mission is to assist Episcopal congregations in
the diocese of Southern Ohio through grants
and free technical assistance. Its grantmaking funds come from freewill contributions
of individuals and churches in this diocese.
The website includes a description of current
grantees and a link to a secure online donation
form.
The heart of the website is the Ministry
Toolkit, which includes information provided
by almost all of the congregations of this
diocese, plus major statewide non-profits
addressing the issues such as adult education
and employment, Appalachian ministry, children’s needs, hunger and ministry to prisoners
and ex-offenders.
Links and downloads provide additional background materials, such as ECSF’s
Overcoming the Odds handbook on ministry with prisoners and ex-offenders and the
resource guide for Appalachian ministry from
the Mountain Grace conferences.

Ariel Miller is the executive director of
Episcopal Community Services Foundation.
Contact her at ECSF@eos.net.
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Feb. 13: “Scientific Truth and Spiritual Truth”
This lecture looks at the claim that a scientific understanding of the world renders the claims of Christianity
as unreliable since they are empirically untestable. This
lecture will examine the nature of truth, and whether trust
in the God of Christian revelation is truthful or illusory.
April 16: “God and Theology After Darwin”
Darwinian theory seems to challenge religious trust in a
God who purposefully creates, influences and eternally
cares for the world. Or does it? Haught offers an evolutionary theology that is both consistent with Christian
faith and open to the findings of evolutionary biology,
and enhances both.
June 11: “Science, Death and Resurrection” If the
news of Jesus’ resurrection was hard for his disciples and
the first Christians to believe, it seems all the more so for
those of us who live in the age of science. Haught will
look at a theological understanding of resurrection that
is compatible with natural science while still connecting
with the hope that persists in human hearts.
Haught’s academic area of specialization is systematic
theology, with a particular interest in issues pertaining
to science, cosmology, ecology, and religion. He is the
author of eleven books, including God After Darwin: A
Theology of Evolution. His new book Christianity and
Science, on which these lectures are based, was published
in late summer and is available in the Cathedral Shop.

The Rev. Canon Joann C. Leiserson serves as the Canon
for Christian Formation at Christ Church Cathedral.

ECW awards scholarships
BY JUDY KEIM
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
The diocesan board of Episcopal Church Women has awarded educational scholarships to women of the Diocese of Southern Ohio for
the coming academic year. These grants are given annually to qualified
women of Southern Ohio congregations to assist with the expenses of
graduate study in seminary, church-related occupations or helping professions. A candidate may qualify for a maximum of $3,000 per year for up
to three years of graduate study.
For the 2007-8 academic year, six Book of Remembrance scholarships totaling $18,000 were awarded. Recipients are the Rev. Abeoseh
M. Flemister, St. Matthew, Westerville, seeking a Doctor of Ministry
degree at the Methodist Theological School, in Delaware, Ohio; Anne
Strothman, Christ Church, Springfield, seeking a Master’s in Education at
the University of Dayton, Susan LeVesconte of St. George, Dayton, studying for a Master’s of Divinity at Earlham School of Religion in Richmond,
Indiana; and three students attending Bexley Hall in Columbus seeking
the Master’s in Divinity: Antoinette Azar, Church of the Good Shepherd,
Athens; Theresa Thornton, St. Barnabas, Montgomery; and Deacon Joan
Grant, St. Patrick’s, Lebanon.
Funds are still available for short-term, non-degree programs such as
workshops or seminars, with a maximum of $500 per course. Application
for short-term grants may be submitted at any time. Applications for
graduate level scholarships for the 2008-9 academic year will be accepted
through March 1, 2008.
Book of Remembrance scholarships are supported by contributions
to the Book of Remembrance Trust, which was established to honor the
memory of Episcopal women of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Names of
the women to be memorialized are inscribed in the Book of Remembrance
and read at a Eucharist during the Annual ECW Conference.
For information on scholarships or grants, or to request forms for submitting names for the Book of Remembrance, please contact Judy Keim,
7680-104 Scioto Ct., West Chester, OH 45069; email: jwkincinci@fuse.
net; phone: 513.759.0727.

REFLECTIONS
“I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink”…Matt. 25:35

St. Paul’s reaches out
to the community
BY THE REV. KIAH WEBSTER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Earlier this summer, the city of Chillicothe hosted
the annual Gus Macker Basketball Tournament. The
three-day tournament registered 300 basketball teams
of youth ages 18 and under for a total of 1,200 players
and brought an estimated 10,000 people from around
the region into Chillicothe.
Looking for a way to interact with our neighbors
and get our name in the community, the vestry of St.
Paul’s, Chillicothe, led by Vivian (Peg) Crowe, voted to
support an outreach activity that included handing out
bottles of water and rally towels with our church’s logo
and information to visitors of the tournament.
After purchasing the 200 rally towels and almost 300
bottles of water, the “packages” were assembled, with either
a towel or an informational brochure wrapped around each
bottle of water. Volunteers signed up to hand out water on
Saturday and Sunday mornings and afternoon.
On Saturday morning, six of us showed up at the
church and loaded up our strollers, wagons and backpacks full of water bottles. Not knowing what the crowd
would look like, or how we would accomplish this task,
we said a prayer for guidance and set out on our journey.
Although it was only 10 a.m., the streets were lined with
spectators, and the hot sun was beating down on the
players and crowd. Many looked quite thirsty.
It seemed like the perfect outreach opportunity. Free
water, lots of thirsty people, and towels to wipe their
brows…and yet, I found myself almost completely
paralyzed. I was nervous about going up to complete
strangers and asking them if they wanted a drink.
Because I knew we were working on behalf of the
church, I feared we might get mixed response from the
crowd. I didn’t want to come across as pushy or rude,
and I didn’t know if our work would spark some sort of
debate or backlash. I felt completely exposed and vulnerable, and I was worried about being rejected.
It seems silly doesn’t it? There I was, the pastor of
the church, the advocate for evangelism and “getting
to know your neighbor,” and I was scared of leading us
into this ministry. No one said evangelism was easy.
As I was shoring up my confidence and planning my
strategy, my husband took the lead and hollered over the
crowd, “Free water! Anyone thirsty?”
At first, the crowd looked at us warily. What do you mean,

free water? What’s the catch? Who are you all, anyway? But
we just kept a smile and explained that it was just there for
anyone who needed something to drink. No lecture, no sermonette--just a friendly gesture to those in need.
And suddenly, I wasn’t afraid anymore. In fact, I felt
myself energized by the opportunity to say hello and to
do something nice for the members of our community.
And I was no longer worried about what people would
think about our church—because I was proud of us, and
of the work we were doing in the community.
Though some declined our offer, many were quite
thankful for the gift, and soon we had people following
us down the streets, asking if we had any more water or
towels. The towels were a big hit.
In just over two hours over the course of two days, we
were able to make direct, personal and positive contact
with more than 300 people in our local community. We
were able to share, in a non-threatening way, the Gospel of
Christ and help those in need. We really fulfilled our pledge
to give the thirsty something to drink! Plus, we were able
to build up our own community in the process. (You really
bond when you’re forced to rely on one another.)
In other words, this evangelism stuff really works!
I really do know how hard it is to put yourself out
there, to go out into a crowd of strangers and try to share
your love for the church. It is intimidating and downright scary. Remember, I was almost paralyzed with
fear, and I make my living doing this stuff!
And yet, I also want to relay to you how utterly fulfilling this experience was for me and can be for all of
us. Though I was frightened, once I began to talk to my
neighbors, my fear subsided and an abiding sense of
calm and peace washed over me. The truth is, evangelism is hard, and it is scary—but once you do it the first
time, the second time becomes so much easier…as does
the third, and fourth time, and so on.
And it is through evangelism and outreach opportunities like this that we are going to grow. This is the way
we are going to thrive: by getting out there, meeting our
neighbors, sharing some of the gifts we’ve been given,
and getting a chance to grow together, as well. We’re
good people, and we have a lot to offer—we just need to
give others the opportunity to get to know that.
Tagline: The Rev. Kiah Webster is priest-in-charge at
St. Paul’s, Chillicothe. Other volunteers included Andy
and Meredith Tomlinson, Phil and Liam Webster, Cameo
and Allyssa Stoops, Vivian Crowe and Joe McKell.

In the
community

Evangelism conference
returns to Southern Ohio
BY THE REV. JEFF QUEEN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Does the word evangelism bring to mind visions
of TV preachers asking for money? Does it make
you feel a little uneasy (especially if you’re asked to
actually “do” evangelism)? Does it sound just plain
inconsistent with being an Episcopalian? If you think
this, you’re not alone!
In our society, unsavory visions of shady television
evangelists often overshadow the true meaning of the
word, which has no sinister overtones at all. In fact, loosely translated, it means simply “telling the good news!” All
right, you say, but that’s still something I’d be uncomfortable having to do - I’ve never been good about that sort of
thing! Let the extroverts take care of it! If you’re one of
the many who are still uneasy or skeptical about the “E”
word, read on! There’s a program designed just for you,
and it’s coming to the Diocese of Southern Ohio!
On Oct. 12-13, at Trinity, Newark, the diocesan
Evangelism Commission will host The Magnetic Church,
a conference of practical, non-confrontational evangelism designed to help churches attract, welcome, and
retain new members. More than 100 people attended
the Magnetic Church conference held in January in the
diocese, and its success and the participants’ responses
encouraged the Evangelism Commission to bring it back
so that more people could attend.
Presented by Andrew D. Weeks, a lifelong Anglican,
this day-and-a-half conference has proven to be very
effective in both starting and re-energizing evangelism
programs. A gifted lay evangelist and humorous, inspiring speaker, Weeks has designed this program to involve
skeptics, stimulate activists, and engage the curious
- to help everyone learn more about new member ministry. As he has done with Episcopal and other mainline
churches across the country, Weeks will: invite us into his
faith journey, guide us through this spiritually-based, fun
and practical exploration of evangelism; and challenge us
to embrace new creative ministries, not more tasks.
Mark your calendar now and plan to join us for
an inspiring day-and-a-half program that will help us
learn how to transform the tourists and pilgrims who
visit and worship with us every week into friends in
Christ and members of our community of faith.
Who should attend: Vestry, evangelism committee, welcome ministry
and parish council members, ushers and all parishioners, clergy and
staff interested in revitalizing their church.
When and where: Oct. 12, 6:30-10 p.m. and Oct. 13, 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Trinity, Newark.
Cost: $30 per person, or $20 per person for a group of four or more.
For more information, contact your priest, sr. warden or church office
for a brochure, download it from the diocesan website at www.episcopal-dso.org, under Programs/Ministries, then Evangelism or contact the Rev. Jeff Queen at 740.353.7919 or jeffreyqueen@yahao.
com. You can register and/or pay online too.
Learn more: Visit the Magnetic Church website at www.magneticchurch.com

Marty and Rosemary Schatzman of Good
Samaritan talk with folks at the Clermont
County Fair this summer. This is part of
Good Samaritan’s evangelism efforts to
become better known and make connections in the community.
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camp
Enrollment up,
Spirit high and holy
BY THE REV. RUTH B. PAULUS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches! This was our theme for
Procter Summer Camp 2007, and listen we did!
What a camping season. It was not a question of if the Spirit moves, but more
like the Spirit moved and how! We could not have been blessed more. A year ago,
our final camper tally was in the 240s. This year, we had 350+ campers registered,
with a final tally in the 340s because of last-minute illnesses or other unexpected
events. Family Camp boasted 100 alone! Numbers-wise, we had a stellar year,
mostly due to the modified fees as well as the addition of new camps.
It was gratifying to see how
many congregations invested
in their youth going to camp
this year as well. Some congregations held silent auctions
to raise enough money to send
all their campers without personal cost. Other congregations
provided part-scholarships for
their campers or held other
fundraisers in order to offset
the camping fees. This tells me
that congregations see the value
of empowering their youth to
come to camp, prompting their
campers to grow in ministry
as well as providing for them
experiences which will fortify
them throughout their lifespan.
Again, that is the Spirit resolutely at work in congregational life!
Next year’s camping season already is well in the works. We had a tremendously successful Creative Arts Camp this year, which participants were clamoring to have return next year. It will, with an added sports addition! 1-2-3 Camp
for our wee-tweens is being re-introduced and will allow us to expand on Family
Camp. A new and improved Procter Camp website is being developed as well as
a blog from the camp director! The dates for camp have now been set, and truly,
this preparation time is brimming with the Spirit’s inspiration!
One final note: it is my joy and delight to be appointed as camp director for
year number three. Working with our youth is so enriching for me. So, selfishly
and gleefully, I get to come back to see the growth of our campers for another
year. Again, how the Spirit works is amazing.
Look for periodic articles keeping you posted on camp happenings throughout the coming year. Summer will return before you know it, and we will have
counselors and others to hire in the process. Keep your eyes peeled and your ears
open. And listen to what the Spirit is saying to you!

Ever wondered what it really means
to be made in God’s image?
Come find out at the fifth Genesis retreat this September. It
will be an adventurous weekend exploring the meaning of
being human, spiritual and holy beings.
Where? St. Paul’s, Chillicothe
When? Sept. 28-30
Register online and find other
Who? Grades 6-9
information at www.dsoyouth.org
How Much? $30

The Rev. Ruth B. Paulus is priest-in-charge of St. Christopher’s, Fairborn,
and Procter summer camp director. Contact her at rb1paulus@yahoo.com.
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my summer camp
Procter summer camp was so great this summer that 13year-old Vinney Male kept coming back! Vinney, who will
be in eighth grade this year and is a member of St. Timothy’s,
Anderson Township, attended three camps this summer. He kept
a journal of experiences. Here are excerpts:

Eighth and ninth
grade camp
This is my third year at camp Procter,
and every year, I learn more and more, have
more fun, make new friends, meet new
counselors and have an extra special time
signing and praising the Lord our God.

***

Mark your calendars!

2008 Procter summer camp schedule
Rising 6th/7th graders: June 16-21
8th/9th: June 23-28
Senior Camp (rising 10th-12th grades and graduated seniors): July 6-12
Adventure Camp: July 16-20
1,2,3 camp (Rising 1st-3rd graders with an accompanying adult): July 17-20
4th/5th: July 22-26
Creative Arts Camp: July 28-31
Family Camp: July 31- August 3

I asked one of my cabin counselors, Zack
Cornelissen, a couple of questions. First
question: “What do you think about [how]
the camp’s running?” “I think that Procter
is run very efficiently. All of the staff do an
outstanding job at making the camp fun and
exciting through activities and the curriculum,” said Zack. Second question: “How
do the campers get along?” Zack said, “The
campers at the start of the week are hesitant
at first, but by the middle of the week, they
come together and form a large community,
which is great to be a part of.”

***

We went horseback riding on the first
full day. On Tuesday, we had a lady
from the Ohio Nature Education center
come and show us some of the animals
she takes care of. She even had a tarantula (ooooh). On the last full day, we
had Adventure Trail. Adventure Trail
is where we break up into groups, and
we go out and find clues and take the
information we gather and find the stations and get pieces of a picture that we
had to explain at campfire that night. I
reminded my team of this often: that it is
not about winning or losing. It’s all about
having fun.

***

Family camp

Adventure camp

Registration was at four o’clock. (I
only had a five-hour break from camp).
We had to eat dinner, do camp picture
and east snack before the campfire. After
campfire, we watch movies. The adults
also could play cards.

Starting the day, we played games
about getting to know each other’s names.
Then we hiked down past the outdoor
chapel and down past the cornfield and
down to the woods. There it started to
rain, and we had to put up our tents.

I would just like to say that the counselors that I have met over three years of
being at Procter have made me want to
be a counselor too.

***
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SCHOLAR’S CORNER

I may be showing my hand by highlighting this element of the Anglican tradition at this time of strained communion
in the Anglican Communion, but perhaps
what I value most about the Episcopal
Church is its comprehensiveness (breadth
and inclusivity).
There has for much of Anglicanism’s
history been a range of opinion and liturgical practice (high church, low church,
Evangelical, broad church, etc.) which has
been incomprehensible to both Roman
Catholics and most other Protestant
churches. “How can you endure having
such a wide range of doctrine in your
church? You should enforce discipline
and excommunicate the heretics if they
will not be persuaded,” outsiders have
often said to us.
Yet Anglicanism has been characterized by comprehensiveness (inclusivity)
almost from its beginning. This is because
ever since Elizabeth I, the Church of
England was meant to be a national church
maintaining the peace and public order by
containing within itself a wide spectrum
of people from almost-Roman Catholics
to almost-Anabaptists. Those who would
not agree to remain under Canterbury and
follow the Book of Common Prayer were
left outside the Elizabethan Settlement.
Those who insisted on loyalty to Rome
were excluded and suppressed, as were

those on the radical Protestant side who
could not abide “unscriptural” things like
bishops and infant baptism. But everyone
between these poles (everyone who would
accept the Book of Common Prayer and
the ecclesiastical structure of the Church
of England) was included.
So there was great inclusiveness but
with limits on what was acceptable.
(Transubstantiation was out as was insisting on believer’s baptism.) But compared
to either Roman Catholicism on the right
or the Reformed (Calvinist) tradition on
the left, greater latitude of belief and
practice was allowed in the Church of
England.
Because Elizabeth’s Church of England
was to unite the majority of English and
Welsh people, it could not be too narrow. That is ultimately what we owe our
Anglican comprehensiveness to. (Much
like we owe our separation of church and
state in the United States to the fact that
the different colonies and states could not
agree on any one church to be the official
national church for the new federal government.)
In an effort to make for peace in a situation where there was already diversity,
preexisting diversity was officially recognized. You could say our Anglican comprehensiveness is an example of making
a virtue out of a necessity. And since uni-

formity was not
attainable, substantial unity was
found in those
things
which
were common to
all -- or almost
all. Every congregation using the
Book of Common
Prayer brought
a national unity,
even if there were
differences
in
how the words were understood.
The upshot of this historical accident
of the Elizabethan Settlement is Anglican
comprehensiveness whereby we claim
the entire Christian tradition as ours
because we can draw on every period of
Church history and every branch of that
history.
We can selectively revive and adopt
elements that speak to us and inspire us
without feeling bound or limited by the
beliefs and practices of the past. So we
can choose what “blesses” us and also
choose to leave alone or even repudiate
as unhelpful elements of the Christian
Tradition that for one reason or another
do not appeal to us or even repel us, like
anti-Jewish sentiment and the denigration
of women.

We can appreciate the writings and
the lives of Christians (and Jews, for that
matter) whose lives and perspectives differ significantly from our own. Have you
ever noticed how many people that we
commemorate in our calendar who were
not Anglicans? It is characteristically
Anglican to learn about people of faith
of earlier times and of other traditions
and to read their words and the stories
of their lives sympathetically, taking into
consideration their times and cultures, yet
looking for “whatever is true, whatever
is honorable, whatever is just, whatever
is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence
and if there is anything worthy of praise”
[Phil. 4:8].
It is my hope that at this time of strained
unity within the Anglican Communion,
we can all remember our characteristic Anglican comprehensiveness and
appreciate our substantial unity without
demanding uniformity.

The Rev. William Gartig is priest-in-charge
at St. Michael and All Angels, Cincinnati.
Questions about the Bible or other
religious subjects may be sent to 2146
Cameron Ave, Apt. 5,
Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

NEWS NOTES

Faith and … football
This fall, hundreds of thousands
of Ohio State
University football
fans will receive
a little something
extra in their game
programs – a warm
welcome to any of
the 80+ congregations in the Diocese
of Southern Ohio.
Some diehard fans
are nearly religious
in their dedication to
the Buckeyes; others consider football
their fall religion.
We thought we’d
take advantage of
that commitment
and invite people
to follow game day
with worship on
Sunday.
The Diocese of
Southern Ohio will have a quarter-page, full-color ad in each of the home
game programs at Ohio State this fall. About 150,000 programs are printed
for the sold-out crowds at each of the seven games.
Southern Ohio churches: Be ready to welcome some armchair quarterbacks on Sunday mornings. Oh, and Go Bucks!

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

Tournament supports AIDS ministry
Marafiki Global AIDS Ministry, Inc., is hosting its 5th Annual Columbus Golf
Tournament on Sept. 15 at the Marysville Golf Club, Flagstone Golf Course, 13683 State
Route 38. Tee off is 1 p.m. Cost is $80 per person. The focus this year is to raise money for
the Technical School, which the ministry plans to build on the Children’s Center Orphanage
Campus in Kikuyu, Kenya.
Marafiki Global AIDS Ministry Inc., is a charity organization that supports children
orphaned by AIDS in Kenya. You can find more information at http://www.marafikiglobalaidsministry.com, or contact Anthony Gimei at 614.477.9538 or Joseph “Captain”
Wambugu at 614.432.6062.

ECW hosts annual conference

Save the date! The Episcopal Church Women of Southern Ohio invite women young
and old to “Come on board for a joyful journey” during the group’s annual retreat on Oct.
27. The keynote speaker and workshop leader is Maryfran Crist, a parish nurse and family practitioner from Illinois. Held at Procter Camp & Conference Center, the conference
begins from breakfast at 8 a.m. and closes after the Eucharist, scheduled to begin at 3:15
p.m. To register or learn more, contact Judith Keim at 513.759.0727 or jwkincinci@fuse.
net, Millie Volungis at 513.459.1353 or Deacon Irene Miller Radcliff at 614.267.2145 or
imradcliff@yahoo.com.

Bishop appointed to board

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal has been appointed to the Board of Governors of the
Anglican Centre in Rome. He was nominated to the position by the Presiding Bishop, and
the Board of Governors approved the appointment this summer.
The Anglican Centre was founded in 1966 with the encouragement of Archbishop
Michael Ramsey and Pope Paul VI with the hope that the “Centre would encourage the special relationship between Anglicans and Roman Catholics through enabling full and frank
discussion and debate on issues which unified them, and on those which divided them,”
according to the Centre’s website. Bishop Breidenthal also is a member of ARCUSA
(Anglican-Roman Catholic Consultation in the USA).
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Presiding Bishop urges action to combat global warming
BY NANCY SULLIVAN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
In a special June hearing by the
Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee, the Most Rev. Katharine
Jefferts Schori called global warming
“one of the great human and spiritual
challenges of our time.” Religious leaders
from many faiths followed her, nearly all
emphasizing the importance of the issue
to their own members, the world’s poor
and the future of all life on earth.
As a professional oceanographer, the
Presiding Bishop can speak from the scientific realm as well as that of the Bible
and church teaching, which made her testimony particularly compelling: “As one
who has been formed both through a deep
faith and as a scientist, I believe science
has revealed to us without equivocation
that climate change and global warming
are real, and caused in significant part by
human activities. They are a threat not
only to God’s good creation but to all of
humanity. This acknowledgment of global
warming, and the Church’s commitment
to ameliorating it, is a part of the ongoing
discovery of God’s revelation to humanity and a call to a fuller understanding

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori testifies at a Senate hearing about the dangers
of global warming. Photo by ENS
of the scriptural imperative of loving our
neighbor.”
The General Convention brought the
Millennium Development Goals to full
attention of our national church, and we
have responded prayerfully and energetically to the needs of the poor throughout
the world and in our own communities.

NEWS NOTES
St. James hosts health fair
St. James, Westwood, is hosting a Community
Health & Wellness Fair for children and adults on
Sept. 22 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the church, 3207
Montana Ave. The parish health ministry will sponsor
free screenings from area health care vendors, including speech and language, glucose, blood pressure,
vision, massage, and cholesterol (must be fasting for
12 hours prior). Neighborhood police, firefighters and
the local YMCA and SPCA will also be attending.
A variety of health and wellness information will be
available. Free refreshments and door prizes will also
be offered. For more information contact, Marian
Riestenberg, parish nurse at 513.661.1154.

St Mary’s celebrates
its founding
St. Mary’s, Waynesville, is celebrating its founding in 1869 with a celebration on Sept. 30. The event
will begin at 3 p.m. with a historic tour of the church
conducted by parishoner Dennis Dalton, well-known
historian in Waynesville and Warren County. The
Rev. Paul St. Germain will conduct service at 4 p.m.
based on the prayer book and hymnal in use in 1869.
Following the service, refreshments of the period, featuring chicken and dumplings and pie, will be served. A
second church tour will take place at 5:30 p.m. Former
parishioners, clergy and all members of the diocese are
invited to share this historic event. An exhibit of pictures and documents from the past will be on display.
We look forward to the reunion and the opportunity to
share our rich heritage with the community.

Presiding Bishop Jefferts Schori stressed
researchers’ consensus that those already
living in poverty will suffer the most
unless the world moves swiftly to reduce
carbon emissions.
Citing examples from Alaskan native
communities and African villages whose
ancient cultures and very landscapes are

being destroyed by rapid climate change,
she said, “We cannot triumph over global
poverty, however, unless we also address
climate change, as the two phenomena are
intimately related. Climate change exacerbates global poverty, and global poverty
propels climate change”.
Recognizing that some political and
business leaders fear that altering our
energy policies will erode our way of life
or damage our economy, Presiding Bishop
Jefferts Schori concluded with strong
words of encouragement and hope.
“We can also find opportunity to lead
the world with new technologies, renewable sources of energy and innovations
not yet dreamed of, that will allow for new
markets, new jobs, new industries and the
ability to provide job training and transition for American workers as we move
away from the use of fossil fuels.”
With the Presiding Bishop leading the
way, Episcopalians throughout Southern
Ohio and across our provinces can begin
to address global warming in our churches, communities and our own homes.

Nancy Sullivan is a member of
Church of Our Saviour. Contact her at
nsullivan@fuse.net.

Kenyon: Conservation
begins at home
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
This year’s Kenyon Conference, sponsored by both
Episcopal dioceses in Ohio, addressed all eight Millennium
Development Goals. Participants got thrilling proof that
conservation is the MDG we can do right here, and save
thousands of dollars in the process.
Steve MacAusland of Massachusetts Interfaith Power
and Light reported how All Saints in Brookline, Mass.,
cut its annual utility bills by $17,000. They did so by a
combination of retrofits and energy use management,
installing a new high-efficiency heating system, plexigas
interior storm windows (cut and installed by parishioners), and efficient lighting. The vestry dedicated about
$2,400 from the savings to buy electricity generated
100% by renewable sources.
The combination of conservation and green energy has
achieved a huge reduction in emissions of carbon dioxide, sulfur oxides and nitrogen oxides attributable to this
building, slashing its share of global warming, smog and
acid rain. All Saints received the EPA’s national Energy
Star Congregation of the Year Award in 2003.
MacAusland challenged Kenyon participants to form
a statewide interfaith consortium to save money in contracting for conservation, then to become a large customer
group demanding renewable energy. This approach was
pioneered by Episcopal churches in California, whose
success has stimulated the formation of Interfaith Power
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and Light coalitions in 26 states.
In Ohio, consumers can draw on a variety of vendors to
provide conservation retrofits and green power. Consumers,
businesses and institutions can use government tax credits
and grants. Utility companies offer rebates for those investing in efficient appliances or capital improvements on the
house. Net metering is another option: a solar house, for
example, generating unused electricity on a sunny day earns
a credit on the utility bill to offset purchases at other times.
To learn more about these programs, visit the Database
of State Incentives for Renewable Energy at http://www.
dsireusa.org and click on the state of Ohio.
Joe Jester of St. Patrick’s Dublin is a utility consultant
who is working with the diocese through the Rev. Canon
Walt Mycoff’s office to help churches identify ways to
save money on utility costs. Over the past year, this service saved participating churches about $100,000. Contact
Jester at 614.734.1206 or Canon Mycoff at 513.421.0311
to arrange for a utility audit (there is an audit fee).
Other useful websites on strategies to cut building
dependence on fossil fuel include
• Green Energy Ohio (GreenEnergyOhio.org)
• Presiding Bishop Jefforts Schori’s Congressional testimony on global warming, June, 2007
www.episcopalchurch.org/78695_86667_ENG_HTM.
htm
• General Convention environmental stewardship resolutions: http://episcopal.grassroots.com/enregy/ClimageActn/index.jtml?_requestid=24847
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Pilgrims study pollution,
solutions in Athens

BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Thirteen city dwellers huddled on the banks of a neon
orange stream, which was full of toxins seeping out of the
mouth of the Majestic Coal Mine a few yards away.
Standing at their side, Geoff Buckley explained the
challenge of buffering the sulfuric acid from a maze of
coal mines from polluting Ohio waterways. Together
with fellow Good Shepherd parishioners, the Rev. Bill
Carroll and conservationists Dana and Richard Carlson,
Buckley showed Cincinnati Episcopalians from Our
Saviour and Ascension & Holy Trinity what it costs
Appalachian Ohio to keep computers glowing in New
York City.
The visiting Episcopalians were taking part in the
first Creation Justice retreat hosted by Good Shepherd,
Athens. In addition to uncovering the impact of coal on
Ohio’s land and people, the retreat demonstrated changes
that people can take right now to reduce the consumption
of fossil fuels.
Buckley, a geography professor at Ohio University,
gave the Cincinnati pilgrims a visual history of the
increasingly violent methods of coal mining, culminating in mountaintop removal that is flattening mountains
south of Ohio and burying ancient valleys in rubble.
He then told the story of Cheshire, a quiet town on the
eastern Ohio River where American Electric Power built
the gigantic Gavin coal fired plant in the early 1970s.
Pollution from the plant proved intractable despite multiple retrofits, Buckley said. Finally, he said, when clouds
of sulfuric acid began crawling down the stacks and
rolling through Cheshire at street level, the community
outcry prompted AEP to buy up the entire town in 2002,
depopulate it, and raze the buildings.
“A lot of us don’t see the costs of cheap energy,” said
Buckley, who described the coal-rich Ohio River valley
as a “landscape of production.” He contrasted that with
the “landscapes of consumption” where most Americans
live, turning on lights and air conditioners with no
idea of the environmental devastation they’re causing.
Another speaker, Larry Fisher from the Athens non-profit
ACEnet, shocked the delegation by telling them that most
of the electricity generated on the eastern Ohio River
goes to New York.
With its high sulfur coal, Ohio bears a particularly
heavy environmental burden from the coal-fired plants,
which produce almost 90% of electricity. In 2002 the
Department of Energy ranked Ohio the worst state in the
nation for emissions of sulfur and nitrogen oxides, major
causes of acid rain and respiratory disease. That same
year Ohio ranked second highest in emissions of carbon
dioxide, the gas implicated in global warming.
“We can take a lesson from the partial destruction of
our land and waterways and take action in our communities to preserve what we still have,” said A & HT parishioner Betty Voige after the grim field trip.
The four-day retreat was packed with revelations of
what people in rural Ohio already are achieving to slash
their consumption of fossil fuel. The Carlson family
escorted the pilgrims through Ohio University’s ECO
House, an ordinary bungalow with retrofits any homeowner can consider, ranging from a clothesline to solar
thermal cells that warms water to nearly shower temperature. Michelle Greenberg, board president of Green

Top: Pilgrims from Our Saviour and Ascension and Holy Trinity at a stream polluted by acid run-off from a coal mine.
Left: John Watson of Our Saviour, an avid cook, chooses local honey at the Athens Farmers’ Market.
Right: Ilona Carlson of Good Shepherd showing Emily Shanley-Roberts the sun oven at the OU Eco House.
Energy Ohio, briefed the group on exciting progress in
solar and wind energy in Ohio and ways that churches
and individuals can begin to use it.
Larry Fisher, a Methodist minister and entrepreneur,
reported how the non-profit business incubator ACEnet
has helped Athens become one of the nation’s five
strongest markets for locally grown food. In addition to
marketing, ACEnet offers local farmers a test kitchen
and processing facility where they can develop appealing
products from their produce and keep the profit themselves. This has boosted the financial stability of local
family farms. Buying food grown nearby reduces fuel
consumption and pollution.
The Cincinnati delegation toured the Athens Farmer’s
Market, where they sampled salsa and paw paw popsicles
developed in the ACEnet test kitchen. They received a
primer on how to do an energy audit and simple steps to
stop the waste of electricity and heat – strategies which
the Carlsons have already demonstrated can dramatically
reduce home utility bills as well as carbon emissions.
Even without adding solar cells, a church or household
can accomplish a great deal by insulation, energy-efficient appliances, and simply unplugging equipment like
the basement refrigerator when it is not in use. Ohio
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University saves thousands of dollars by asking staff to
turn off computers at night.
“There are a lot of people who know exactly how many
miles per gallon our cars get, but no idea how energy efficient our houses are,” said Huxley Miller, senior warden
of Ascension & Holy Trinity.
“I am trying to think what I do with my five televisions,” said Deacon Top Borden of Ascension & Holy
Trinity. “If there are five people in the house, they’re
watching five different things. When we had one, we
watched all together.”
Weaning this state from coal-fired power will require
creativity and sacrifice, and it won’t happen over night.
“I’m at war within myself,” ACEnet’s Fisher told
the Cincinnati group, “As a farm kid and a Christian, I
want stewardship of the land. As a businessman who has
always lived here, I want my neighbors to have quality
jobs and health care.
“Energy is an economic driver. If you want electricity, you have to get it from somewhere. Solar and wind
power are a long way from being affordable for lowincome people. Ohio’s economy can’t stop coal mining
and coal plants overnight, but we can take steps right now
toward a more sustainable position.”

