Notice of changes to the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal
Church and to the Book of Common Prayer

[t is a requirement of Canon [.1.1.e of The Episcopal Church that dioceses receive notice
from the General Convention Office whenever any alteration of the Book of Common Prayer
or of the Constitution is proposed. It is the diocese’s duty to make known such proposed
alterations to the Convention of the diocese and to certify that such action has been taken.

The 81st General Convention proposed three resolutions with changes to the Constitution
and one to the Book of Common Prayer. The text of the four resolutions is provided below.
During the business session of our 150th annual convention, which will take place on
Saturday, November 23, delegates and clergy will be asked to affirm that the information
has been made available by way of a vote. Please read over these resolutions before the
business session so that the vote reflects that the resolutions have been disseminated.

A043 Amend Constitution Article VIII regarding Clergy in Local Ecumenical
Partnerships (First Reading)
Final Status: Concurred as Amended

Resolved, That the 81st General Convention amend Article VIII of the Constitution by
adding the following paragraph at the end of the existing article:

Of Clergy in Local Ecumenical Partnerships

Local Ecumenical Partnerships (LEPs) are ministries that may be formed between
Episcopal dioceses and their parallels in other Christian denominations in order to provide
shared pastoral leadership.

An ordained minister in good standing of one of the constituent denominations identified in
the canons may be appointed by the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese to serve in this

Church on a temporary basis as part of a Local Ecumenical Partnership as governed by the
relevant canons.

A116 Marriage Rites for Inclusion in the Book of Common Prayer (First Reading)
Final Status: Concurred as Substituted

Resolved, That the 81st General Convention authorize for trial use under Article X.b
the following revisions to the Book of Common Prayer 1979:



BCP pp. 349 and 381: Following the Preface of Marriage, add the rubric “or this”,
followed by Preface of Marriage, Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music (SCLM)
Blue Book report p. 39

BCP p. 423: Revise the title to read “The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage I”
BCP p. 433: Revise the title to read “The Blessing of a Civil Marriage I”
BCP p. 435: Revise the title to read “An Order for Marriage I”

Following BCP p. 438, add The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage, SCLM Blue
Book report pp. 28-36; The Blessing of Civil Marriage, SCLM Blue Book report pp. 36-
37; An Order of Marriage, SCLM Blue Book report pp. 37-38; and Additional
Directions, SCLM Blue Book Report, pp. 38-39; with the following revisions:

SCLM Blue Book Report p. 28: Revise the first paragraph Concerning the Service as
follows: “At least one of the parties must be a baptized Christian; the ceremony must
be attested by at least two witnesses; and the marriage must conform to the laws of
the State and the canons of this Church.”

SCLM Blue Book Report p. 29: Revise the title to read “The Celebration and Blessing
of a Marriage II”

SCLM Blue Book Report p. 35: Replace “Preface of the Season” with “Preface of
Marriage, or of the Season”

SCLM Blue Book Report p. 36: Revise the title to read “The Blessing of a Civil Marriage
II"

SCLM Blue Book Report p. 37: Revise the title to read “An Order for Marriage II”

SCLM Blue Book Report p. 37: Replace the first paragraph of An Order of Marriage
with the following text: “If it is desired to celebrate a marriage otherwise than as
provided in the Book of Common Prayer or any authorized alternative thereto, this
Order is used.”

SCLM Blue Book Report p. 37: Revise paragraph 3 of An Order of Marriage as follows:
“The laws of the State and the canons of this Church having been complied with, the
couple, together with their witnesses, families, and friends assemble in the church or
in some other convenient place.”

Blue Book Report p. 37: Revise #1 of An Order of Marriage as follows: “The teaching
of the Church concerning Holy Matrimony, as it is declared in the formularies and

canons of this Church, is briefly stated.”

And be it further



Resolved, That these liturgies authorized for trial use be made available electronically
at no cost; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music be directed to engage a
dynamic equivalence translation of these texts into the Spanish, French, and Kreyol
languages; and be it further

Resolved, That the liturgies The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage, The Blessing
of a Civil Marriage, and An Order for Marriage as authorized in The Book of Common
Prayer 1979 continue to be authorized for use in all dioceses of The Episcopal
Church; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Executive Council Budget
Committee to allocate $12,000 for translation.

A224 Amend Article X with clarifying amendments (post 2024-A072) (First Reading)
Final Status: Concurred as Amended

Resolved, That the 81st General Convention of The Episcopal Church repeal Article X,
Sections 1 and 2, and replace with the following:

Article X: Of The Book of Common Prayer

Sec. 1. The Book of Common Prayer is those liturgical forms, communal and devotional
prayers, and other content authorized by the General Convention in accordance with this
article and shall be enriched by our church’s cultural, geographical, and linguistic contexts.
The Book of Common Prayer, as now established or hereafter amended by the General
Convention shall be in use in all the Dioceses and other jurisdictions of this Church.

Any Book of Common Prayer, or portions thereof, memorialized by the General Convention,
is authorized for use at any service in all the Dioceses and other jurisdictions of this Church.

Sec. 2. No alteration thereof or addition thereto shall be made unless the General
Convention approve the same on first reading in one regular meeting of the General
Convention and, by resolve so directing, be sent by the Secretary of the General Convention
to the Secretary of the Convention of every Diocese and other jurisdictions, to be made
known to the Diocesan Convention at its next regular meeting, and be adopted on second
reading without alteration by the General Convention at its next succeeding regular
meeting by a majority of all Bishops, excluding retired Bishops not present, of the whole
number of Bishops entitled to vote in the House of Bishops, and by an affirmative vote by



orders in the House of Deputies in accordance with Art. I, Sec. 5 of this Constitution, except
that concurrence in the affirmative by the orders shall require the affirmative vote in each
order by a majority of the Dioceses and other jurisdictions entitled to representation in the
House of Deputies.

D049 Increase by one the possible number of bishops suffragans in a Diocese (First
Reading)

Final Status: Concurred
Resolved, That Article II of the Constitution is amended as follows:
Article II: Of Bishops

Sec. 4. It shall be lawful for a Diocese, at the request of the Bishop of that Diocese, to elect
not more than three Bishops Suffragan, without right of succession, and with seat and vote
in the House of Bishops. A Bishop Suffragan shall be consecrated and hold office under such
conditions and limitations other than those provided in this Article as may be provided by
Canons of the General Convention. A Bishop Suffragan shall be eligible for election as
Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor of a Diocese, or as a Bishop Suffragan in another
Diocese.



